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Who comforteth us n all Our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of GOd."-2 COR. i. 4.

LITTLE, BUT LOVED.

"And of BeTIJ'amin he Mid, The beloved of the Lord shall dwell in
saf~ty by Him j and the Lord shall cove,' him all the day long, and
he shall dwell between His shoulders." -DEUTERONOMY xxxiii. 12.
MAN'S order is, "Great and small" (Esther i. 5, 20). But the GOD
of all grace, whose thoughts are not as man's thoughts, reverses
that order.
"Ye shall not respect persons in judgment; but ye
shall hear the small as well as the great" (Deut. i. 17). "And there
was nothing lacking to them, neither small nor great. . . . David
recovered all" (1 Samuel xxx. 19). "There the wicked cease from
troubling; and there the weary be at rest. . . . The small and great
are there" (Job iii. 17, 19). "He will bless them that fear the Lord,
both small and great" (Psalm cxv. 13). "Having therefore obtained
help of GOD, I continue unto this day, witnessing both to small and
great" (Acts xxvi. 22). " And a voice came out of the throne, saying,
Praise our GOD, all ye His servants, and ye that fear Him, both small
and great" (Rev. xix. 5). Man, in his pride, is disposed to despise
" the day of small things," but the GOD of salvation regards with pity
and favour the little ones and weak ones who, apart from Himself,
have no helper.
This precious truth is forcibly illustrated by the case of BENJAMIN
among the other tribes of Israel. The blessing which "MOSES the man
of GOD" prophetically pronounced on the offspring of BENJAMIN is
singularly rich in good things. The order in which BENJAMIN is made
to stand is very remarkable. Instead of coming last in the list of
benedictions, BENJAMlN stands third-JuDAH and LEVI only taking
precedence, the former of these representing the rOy3.1 and the latter
the priestly offices of the LORD Jr,:sus CHRI"T. In all things, of course,
He must have pre-eminence. Yet, not the elder sons of J ACOB, but
"little BENJAlIUN" (Psalm lxviii. 27) is placed in the position of honour!
"Beginning at the last" (Matt. xx. 8) is a leading principle in the
actings of free and sovereign grace. BENJAlIUN'S portion was "five
times so much" as that of any of his brothers, when JOSEPH entertained the children of his father J ACOB in PHARAOH'S palace. And in
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the distribution ofCanaan among the twelve tribes, the record of the
various cities allotted to them-as we find it in (Joshua xviii. 21-28)-places Jerusalemn itself in the territory of BENJAMIK. The area Of
BENJAMIN'S allotment was small, but its wil was naturally fertile, and
when highly cultivated it was of great value. The fact that the tribe
of JUDAH dwelt on th~ borders of BENJAMIN served in course of time to
cement these two people very closely, politically and otherwise.
Thus, we see that although BENJAMIN was JACOB'S youngest child, and
the tribe which sprang from him was numerically the smallest in
Israel, a place of national honour was divinely a.ssigned him, and
the prophecy of Moses was abundantly fulfilled.
1. Foremost in the benediction a place of safety was promised to
"little BENJAMIN "-" the beloved of the LORD shall dwell in safety
by Him." What a position of security! Who can harm those whose
life is hid with CHRIST in aOD j How ca,n "that wicked one" touch
the weakest and meanest believer in the LORD JESUS CHRIST, who is
accepted in the Beloved ~ What weapon formed by man or Satan
against the poor, frail, dependent Bride of the LAMB can prosper, so
long as she dwells "by Him" ~ How can the world reverse that
which the GOD of all grace has decreed? If He have justified fully
the coming sinner, who can condemn Him! vVhat power has the
holy law to adjudge guilty him whom the SPIRIT has convicted of sin
and led to the fount of cleansing- to the atoning blood of Jro;sus?
Like BENJAMIN, the poor sinner may indeed be " small" and occupy
the place of "the last," hut being" beloved of the LORJl," he must
needs be advanced to honour, and inherit a place among the heirs
of GOD and joint-heirs with CHRIST. If the Holy City stood within
BENJAJlUN'S district, how great was his distinction! The Temple,
the dwelling-place of JEHOVAH, may have come within his liues. At
any rate, he dwelt in safety very nigh unto GOD.
Oh, what wonders can the love and grace of the LORD bring to
pass in behalf of the least in Israel! The abounding love of GOD
in CHRIST towards His needy people devises the most liberal things
for them, and their" good part" shall no n:an take from them. An
everlasting Covenant, the conditions of which have all been fulfilled
and honoured by the GOD-MAN SURETY, makes certain to all the seed
of grace salvation" unto the uttermost," and reserves for them in
heaven an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and unfading. How
safe, then, are the saints, even in those very moments when flesh and
blood fail them, and they feel" ready to perish"! The real measure
of their safety is the love their heavenly FATHER bears to them, and
that love knows no variableness, either of decrease or increase.
Increase it cannot, for that would mean a change in GOD Himself,
since" GOD is love." Decrease it cannot, for He has sworn by His
own great and gloriOUS Name, "Yea, I have loved thee with an
everlasting love" (J er. xxxi. 3); "CHRIST loved the Church, and gave
Himself for it" (Ephes. v. 25).
2. Note we also how highly favoured is the beloved one of the
LORD. BENJAMIN is to be "covered all the day long" by the LORD.
All the day of pilgrimage, warfare, service, and Buffering the believer
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in CHRIS'l' JESUS shall continue under the protecting care of the
MOST HIGH. "Covered"! The Hebrew worJ signifies to overlay, and
the Greek Septuagint version has (TIClt£(.. ~ ...' «hip-implying an overshadowing by the LORD, either as a hen does her brood with her
wings, or as that passage in Isaiah (li. 16) speaks, "And I have
covered them in the shadow of Mine hand." There may also be a
reference to the covering cloud,which was spread over the favoured
people in the wilderness, which has its spiritual counterpart in these
Gospel times, "And there shall be a tabernacle for a shadow in the
daytime from the heat, and for a place of refuge, and for a covert
from storm and from rain" (Isaiah iv. 6). The ascended LORD
JESUS CHRIST is that" tabernacle," that" place of refuge," that
"covert." Faith can attest the practical truth of this. Like N OAH'S
dove in the days of the flood, faith finds no refuge but "in Him"
who bids the weary and heavy-laden to come unto Him. She takes
to herself wings and swiftly mounts up, nor pauses until she enters
the secret chamber of His presence. Inside the veil is the abiding
place of poor, distressed, tempest-tossed souls. The precious blood
of CHRIST is their sure p3.11Sport thither. The are ever welcome at
the Mercy-seat. The LORD JESUS is that merciful and faithful High
Priest who, Himself partaker of flesh and blood, can sympathize
tenderly with His tried brethren and enter practically into all
their sorrows, temptations, and fears.
" Yes, for me, for me He careth
With a brother's render care:
Yes, with me, with me He shareth
Every burden, every fear.

"Yes, in me abroad He sheddeth
Joys unearthly-love and light;
And to cover me He spreadeth
Ris paternal wing of might.

"Yes, o'er me, o'er me He
watehethCeaseless watcheth, night and
day:
Yes, e'en me, e'en me, he
snateheth
From the perils of the way.

" Yes, .in me, in me He dwellethI in Him, and He in me!
And my empty soul He filleth,
Here and through eternity.

" Yes, for me He standeth pleading,
At the mercy-seat above;
Ever for me int€rceding,
Constant in untiring love.

" Thus I wait for His returning,
Singing all the way to
heaven;
Such the joyful song of morning,
Such the tranquil song of
even! ,.

What a blessed reality! These things are no mere sentimentE; or
opinions, they are the very marrow and substance of the believer's
experience. The little ones in the LORD'S family are' often specially
indulged in the enjoyment vf them. "Thou hast revealed them unto
babes. Even so, FATHER, for so it seemed good in Thy sight" (Luke x. 21).
Yes, "all the day long" the lambs of the flock lie in the bosom of the
adorable SHEPHERD, and are happy!
Then, lastly, let us 119te BENJA1!IN'S ,listinguished privilege. "He
shall dwell between His shoulders." Reference is probably here made
to the two hills, Zion and Moriah, where dwelt the glory of JEHOVAH.
JUDAH, indeed, might claim a share in the honour of nearness to the
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House of the LORD, yet the reference in particular applies to
"little BENJAMIN."
The" shoulders" of OMNIPOTENCE uphold the
weake.3t of GOD'S dear people. What, then, can hurt them 1 On the
shoulders of AARON were upborne the names of all the tribes, little and
great alike. Thus the weak can rejoicingly boast, "I am strong!"
-can "boast in the LORD." The shoulder is made to bear burdens.
"Cast thy burden on the LORD, and He shall sustain thee." Dear
afflicted, tempted, trembling brother or sister in CHRIST JESUS, let us
lean hard on the ALMIGHTY ONE.
Cling to the Pardoning One,
" Oling to the Mighty One,
He speaketh peace;
Cling in thy grief;
Oling to the Holy One,
Oling to the Healing One,
Anguish shall cease.
He gives relief;
Oling to the Gracious One,
Cling
to the Bleeding One,
"
Cling in thy pain;
Cling to His side;
Oling to the Faithful One,
Oling to to the Risen One,
He will sustain.
m Him abide;
"Cling to the Living One,
Cling to the Ooming One,
oling in thy woe;
.Hope shall arise;
Cling to the Loving One,
Oling to the Reigning One,
Through all below;
Joy lights thine eyes!"
He will never grow weary in His work of love-His work of upholding, protecting, comforting, and assuring His "fearful saints."
Thus sang that much·tried servant of CHRIST, WILLIAM COWPER;" Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take;
The clouds ye so much dread
Are big with mercy, and shall break
In blessings on your head.
"Judge not the LORD by feeble sense.
But trust Him for His grace;
Behind a frowning providence
He hides a smiling face.
" His purposes will ripen fast,
Unfolding every hOlll' ;
The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flower.
" Blind unbelief is sure to err,
And scan His work in valll:
GOD is His own interpreter,
And He will make it plain! "
Here, beloved, let us rest. Here let our poor hearts be stayed.
The bud of bitterness is fast maturing into a flower of sweetness
and beauty. The fair Paradise of IMMANUEL'S land will shortly
become our happy abode.
"There the red ROSE of SHARON Oh to behold it blossom,
Unfolds its heartsome bloom,
While by its fragrance fanned,
And fills the air of heaven .
Where glory, glory dwelleth
With ravishing perfume.
In IMMANUEL'S land."
THE EDITOr..
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THE KING'S ARMY.
". Thou therefore endU1'e hm'dness, as a good soldie1' of Jesus Christ."2 TIMOTHY ii. 3.
SINNERS, called by Divine grace to the knowledge of salvation in
Christ crucified, are well likened to men engaged in military warfare.
For the Christian life is one of constant conflict with evil-external
and indwelling. Satan, sin, the flesh, and the world are all in arms
against God, His truth, and His people. Hence, the Lord maintains
a standing army on earth to resist His foes, to uphold His rights, and
to defend His truth and name.
No period of peace is possible-no
truce can be entered into-so long as the Prince of darkness and his
multiform forces are gathered in conflict. against the Lord, and against
His Anointed. The Church of saved sinners is a Church militantnecessarily militant. The Lord's army is perpetually kept on "a war
footing." Disbandment, or a reduction in the strength of that army
is impossible. The sword of the Word we know, but we have no mention of its scabbard anywhere in the Holy Scriptures. Of the scabbard
of the sword of His judgment (Jer. xlvii. 6) we read, but not of His
truth.
That must remain naked, glistening, and sharp to do its
appointed execution till eternal victory and glory be made secure.. The
skilful wielding of that sword, in the grace and power of the Holy
Ghost, is the calling of all whom He has enlisted under the blooddyed banner of Christ crucified. Although the Lord's host be, at times,
a feeble company in the eye of man, He has His hidden reserves.
Elijah thought that he only was left to fight the battle of the Truth.
"But what saith the answer of the Lord unto Him 1 I have reserved
to Myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed the knee to the
image of Baa!. Even so then at this time also there is a remnant
according to the election of grace" (Rom. xi. 4, 5). We read of the
L0rd's having" too many" professing soldiers to fight in His name
(Judges vii. 2), but never of an insufficient number.
Indeed, this
battle is not to the numerically" strong" (Eccles. ix. 11). "The battle
is the Lord's" (1 Sam. xvii. 47). Hi can set aside the whole army
of Israel, and put the destinies of Philistia in the hands of a godly
shepherd-boy with a sling and a stone only, for weapons of war! A
minority of one, with the Lord of hosts against the majority, is ample
fer all the purposes of Divine victory!
And, further, how very wonderful, and like our God, it is that all
His soldiers should be recruited from the ranks of His enemies-all!
Every soldier in the army of the King of kings to-day was first
captured out of the hands of the Devil, and "made willing" in the
day of God's gracious power to "renounce the world, the flesh, and
the devil," and to become Christ·s faithful soldier and servant. The
conversion of an enemy of the Lord Jesus is sometimes so startling
in its character that even believers can scarcely credit its genuineness.
Thus, for instance, godly Ananias, when he was informed of the .
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conversion of Saul of Tarsus, and was commanded to visit him in the
house of Judas at Damascus, objected: "Lord, I have heard by many
of this man, how much evil he hath done to Thy saints at Jerusalem."
The transformation of this noted enemy of the Lord J e~us from a foe
to a friend, seemed too doubtful to Ananias, and he hesitated to be
identified with the case, even when the Lord bade him minister to
the spiritual needs of the young convert. Yes, thus it is the ranks
of the Lord's host are recruited. Whenever He requires more soldiers
to fight in His holy wars, He goes to the united camps of the world,
the flesh, and the devil, and for His purposes takes captive those
chief sinners who have served His enemies all too well and too longgives each a new heart and a right spirit-a heart of love towards
Himself and a spirit of hatred for the service of sin-and equips them
suitably for spiritual conflict and certain victory. All the necessary
qualifications to make the new-born sinner" a good soldier of Jesns
Christ" are inwrought in him by the Holy Ghost, and become apparent as the warfare of the new life develops. Let us note a few,
among many, of these necessary qualifications.
1. Loyalty to the King is indispensable in "a good soldier." A
divided allegiance is traitorous.
The Captain of our salvation commands His forces in person. The
King Himself takes the field. His followers owe Him a fealty which
engrosses all the heart, and soul, and mind, and strength. They
have, at infinite cost to Himself, been saved from the hand of their
enemies, and redeemed from the wrath to come. They are not their
own, but His-in spirit, and soul, and body. They have been separated
and enrolled to maintain His royal rights, and, therefore, may not
become associated with wordly concerns, and the perishing interests
of time and sense. "No man that warreth entangleth himself with
the affairs of this life; that he may please Him who hath called him
to be a. soldier" (2 Tim. ii. 4). No soldier can serve two sovereigns,
"He that is not with Me is against Me" (Matt. xii. 30). It was
to the lasting honour of the men of Judah, when Sheba rebelled
against king David, that it could be written, "But the men of J udah
clave unto their king, from Jordan even unto Jerusalem" (2 Sam.
xx. 2). Happy indeed are those believers who" through evil report"
. as well as "through good report," "cleave nnto the Lord" with
purpose of heart (Acts xi. 23).
Oh, for hearts in which this loyal
purpose dwells and rules mightily!
2. Di>votion to the cause of the King, too, is a qualification indispensable in "a good soldier." The King's wars are all of them
righteous wars. His army has, therefore, no need to debate its part
in them. Not a moment need be lost in coming to ,. the help of
the Lord against the mighty." Opposition tD evil is always right.
It is a holy thing to resist the devil, to overcome the world, to renounce
the works of darkness, - and to know only the will of the Lord in
the Christian warfare. The cause of God's truth is supreme. It
recognizes no rivals. It makes no terms with the flesh. It never
temporises, or compromises, or compounds. The truth of our God
is the sole cause for which His servants are called to fight,.
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their devotion to it must be unwavering, faithful, and fearless
The soul-possessing purpose of the "good soldier of Jesus Christ"
is found in the devoted assertion of the Apostle Paul, "This one thing
I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth
unto those things which are before, I press towards the mark for
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus" (Phi!. iii.
13, 14).
3. Obedience to order and discipline well becomes the" good soldier
of Jesus Christ." Without that victory is impossible. "Every man
that strives for the mastery is temperate in all things." As the
Apostle writes, "So fight I, not as one that beateth the air: but I
keep under my body, and bring it into subjection; lest that by any
means when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway" (Greek, not approved). Self-control in the soldier of Christ
is a grace which enables him to face difficulties and dangers from
which, otherwise, fear, and cowardice would cause him dishonourably to flee.
When Stephen, clothed with that gracious virtue,.
stood before his enraged earthly judges and persecut0rs, they beheld
his face "as it had been the face of an angel" (Acts vi. 15).
The noble martyrs, of whom we read in the eleventh chapter
of the Epistle to the Hebrews-women and men alike-achieved
their splendid triumphs over the foe in the power of a faith
which was inseparably united to patience and self-control. In the
supreme hour of danger and distress, a calmness of mind and
possession of soul go far to disarm the foe and still his wrath. It
was the perfection of this holy quality in Jesus which sometimes
rendered His persecutors powerless, and they laid not their hands
on Him. The good soldier of Jesus Christ will learn of Him how
to fight and to overcome.
4. Again; a knowledge of the 1'Ules of militm'Y duty is absolutely
So the followers of Christ must
necessary in him who bears arms.
be familiar with the Holy Scriptures,which are the authoritative
directory of the "good soldier." From thence, too, he derives all
supplies of counsel and judgment to help him in times of need and
temptation.
Therein the Captain and Commander of the Lord's host
has recorded, in full, information regarding the life-long conflict His
servants have to wage. Every emergency has been anticipated, so
that, if only the soul be kept watchful, prayerful, and armed, the
foe will not be able to surprise, and steal an advantage. Those
believers will fare best who are "mighty in the Scriptures," who
hide them in their hearts, and constantly feed by faith on the
precious promises they contain. "Thy Word have I hid in mine
heart, that I might not sin against Thee."
5. Skill in the use of the weapons provided by the King is, of course,
a leading qualification in the "good soldier of J eSUi> Christ." The
whole armour of God, offensive and defensive, must be clothed upon
the believer. What an armoury is found in the 6th chapter of the
Epistle to the Ephesians! The loins, the breast, the feet, tha head
are divinely covered with:suitable armour, and then above, or over, all
the ample shield. Some oue has remarked that nothing is provided
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for the back of the Christian soldier. But surely he needs protection
both "behind and before." Satan does not always make a frontal
attack. His wiles not infrequently lead to assault in the rear, and the
saints require to be effectually defended in that vulnerable quarter.
For this eventuality the everlasting Covenant has made ample provision. One of the most assuring promises to be found in Scripture is
that which guaralltees security to the weakest position of the Lord's
redeemed host. To the believing Israel of God the Divine promise
runs: "For ye shall not go out with haste, nor go by flight: for
the Lord will go before you; and the God of Israel will be your
re1'ewa1'd" (Isaiah lii. 12). And yet again, c. 'rhe glory of the lord
shall be thy rereward" (Isaiah Iviii. 8). Yes, indeed, "The Angel of
the Lord encampeth round about them that fear Him, and delivereth
them" (Psalm xxxiv. 7). It would be altogether unlike the God of
all grace, who well knows the frailties and fears of His servants, had
He neglected to meet every contingency in the holy warfare unto which
He has called them. In the power of the Holy Ghost, then, it is
the vocation of all good soldiers of Jesus Christ to utilize every
weapon provided for them-to use them with "all prayer," watchfulness, and perseverance.
6. Then, another important qualific:;ttion is that there shall be
implicit cunfidence in the CommancleT. Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ,
and unshaken reliance on His wisdom, as the sole Leader in the
Christtan conflict, are indispensable. "This is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith" (1 John v. 4). It is only as
the Church faithfully follows the Word of the truth of Christ's
Gospel that she is "terrible as an army with banners" (Sol. Song)
vi. 10), and puts "to flight the ai-mies of the aliens" (Heb. xi. 34).
But He who commands the ransomed host conducts them to victory
under the significant title of "The Word of God," as it is recorded,
"And He had a name written, that no man knew but He Himself.
And He was clothed in a vesture dipped in blood: and His name
is called, The Word of God" (Rev. xix. 12, 13).
7. Another requisite in of cC a good soldier of Jesus Christ" is that
he correctly appreciate the great powers of the loe.
In the South
African war many sad casualties have occurred through llnderestimating the number and skill of the enemy. So Satan, the world,
and sin must be taken at God's estimate of them; and we nowhere
find Him making light of their malice, their craft, their number, or
their resources. In fact, His people stand towards them as "sheep
among wolves." The darts of the Wicked One are "fiery" darts.
The devil's methods in warfare are called "wiles," The forces
against which the poor saints wage opposition are designated
"principalities," "powers," "rulers of the darkness of this world,"
and "wicked spirits in high places." Were it only "flesh and
blood," or mere men, and the conflict a carnal one, it might be soon
over and of secondary concern. But it is a deadly spiritual resisting
of invisible legions which has to be waged, and the weakest follower
of the Lord Jesus must take a personal part in the strife, and
sustain it unto the end. Yet, beloved brethren, it is enough for us
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that our glorious Captain has declared, "Be of good cheer; I have
overcome the world;" and, "greater is He that is in you than he
that is in the world" (John xvi. 33; 1 John iv. 4).
8. Then, there must be no intercom'se with the King's enemies. It is
a sad sight to behold, when a soldier of Christ is found fraternizing
with the world, the people of the world, and their ways. There is
something seriously wrong with believers when it can no longer be
said, "The world hateth you." The terrible example of Judas Iscariot,
recorded in the Gospel of John (xviii, 5), is doubtless recorded as a
beacon that all who name the name of Christ may take heed. Referring
to the armed band sent by the Chief Priests to arrest Jesus in
Gethsemane, the Evangelist significantly observes, "And Judas also,
which betrayed Him, stood with them I" No doubt, Judas along with
them" went backward and fell to the ground," when Jesus declared
Himself "I A~I!" But he had already "gone backward," and had
"fallen" from his Apostolic position-and now discovered himself to be
a deserter from the cause which his heart had never graciously
espoused. Friendship with the world is enmity against God. The
good soldier of Christ must refuse all intercourse with that which,
being evil, is inimical to the cause of his Captain and Lord, can only
spot his garments, bring shame on the name of the King, and cause
His enemies to blaspheme.
9. Then, lastly, the "good soldier" of Jesus Christ needs the essential
qualities of c01wage in conflict and willingness to endure all he hardships of wa1'. The soldier's life is not one of ease, rest, ind ulgence.
To brace him for the fray, habits of courage and endurance must be
enforced, The Son of God had not" where" to lay His blessed head
when He went forth to ransom His dear Church from the power of
the law, of sin, the world, and Satan. Nor is the servant above his
Lord. Enough that he be "as" his Master. "Blessed is the man that
endureth temptation: for when he is tried he ~hall receive a crown of
life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love Him"
(James i. 12). And those who love Him contend for the faith, or
truth, which is His. Oh, brethren, though at times the inward struggle
with our sinful infirmities be sickening and miserable, we may well
look beyond that temporal experience to the glorious issue, and take
up the song, "Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory, through
our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. xv. 57), The sting of death is sin, and
the strength of sin is the law-but Jesus endured that" sting " as our
adorable Substitute on the tree, and the strength of the law to condemn us He spoiled by meeting its holy demands in the blood of His
cross,
"What shall we say then to these things 1"
Olifton.
J. O.
JESUS is the "mighty God, mighty to save," and as willing as
mighty. Who ever knew His breach of promise 1 Who ever knew a
sweeter promise than this, "Him that cometh unto Me I will in no
wise cast out" 7- Watts Wilkinson.

514

The Gospel M a;;azine.

'1t1grim 'apers.
"WHERE

HAST

THOU
(ESTHER

GLEANED

TO-DAY1"

viii. 9.)

(Gontimt.ed from page 445.)

"THEN were the King's scribes called at that time in the third
month, that is, the month Sivan, on the three and twentieth day
thereof; and it was written according to all that Mordecai commanded
unto the Jews, and to the lieutenants and. the deputies and rulers of
the provinces which are from India unto Ethiopia, an hundred twenty
and seven provinces, unto every province, according to the writing
thereof, and unto every people after their language, and to the Jews
according to their writing, and according to their language." Here is a
long verse, a many-sided crystal, in its varied aspects of divine truth.
'l'here is first the narration of historical fact, showing the method
by which the mischief wrought by Baman, which had received the
royal seal, establishing it by unalterable decree, could be overturned
without affecting the King's veracity. There is also the typical
light, for who can fail to see in the promulgation of this writing
commanded by Mordecai for the deliverance of his people, a foreshadowing of the Gospel of the Kingdom, first written by evangelists
and apostles, and then published in all nations, according to the
royal command of our King, "Go ye unto all nations, and preach
the Gospel to every creature" 1 "Then "-when Mordecai was set over
the house of Raman, exalted to the right hand of the king-when
the Lord Jesus was exalted to the right hand of God, a Prince and
a Saviour, to give repentance unto Israel and remission of sins; "then
were the king's scribes called,"-then were Matthew, Mark, Luke, and
John called as the King's scribes to write the four Gospels and the Acts
of the Apostles; then was Paul inspired to write epistles to the
Romans, Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians,
Thessalonians, to Timothy, to Titus, Philemon. and to the Hebrews.
.J ames, too, was prompted to write to the twelve tribes scattered
abroad; Peter to the strangers, and John to believers generally, to
Gaius and the elect lady, and to the seven Churches the wondrous
things yet to come, revealed to him in Patmos, and J ude to complete
the canon of holy Scripture in twenty-seven books. These all were
written originally in one language only, but they have been copied
into many languages: the British and Foreign Bible Society have, by
means of " the King's scribes," translated the Gospel of the kingdom
intD upwards of 400 languages and dialects, as also the Trinitarian Bible
Society, and others in America and Europe; so that this verse, though
fulfilled to the letter in the reign of Ahasuerus, and by the commandment of .Mordecai, is still at the beginning of the twentieth century after
the exaltation of ou Lord, having a further accomplishment, and in a
more extend'ed sense every clause is yet coming to pass; not· only is it
being sent to the Jews, but to lieutenants, deputies, and rulers of the
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provinces from India to Ethiopia, countries full of significance to us in
the British Empire. "Unto every province, according to the writing
thereof, and unto every people after their language." How varied the
character of the writing in the numerous nations of the earth, whose
speech was confounded at the building of Babel, those who have seen
the pamphlet with the text, John iii. 16, in all the dialects into which
the British and Foreign Bible Society have rendered the Scriptures,
ca.n estimate and attest the literal fulfilment of these clauses in the
prophetic aspect. " And to the Jews, according to their writing and
according to their language," has been special honour bestowed on the
Trinitarian Bible Society to translate and circulate the Gospel of
deliverance among God's ancient people; and doubtless it is of God
that some "scribes" are rendering the New Testament in Yiddish,
for the benefit of those who are not sufficiently educated to read the
pure Hebrew!
.
There is yet another aspect, a personal, individual one, in which
the words, "then were the king's scribes called," are true to this
day; they are applicable to everyone who desires to use the pen for
the setting forth of the glad tidings of salvation, "to the Jews first
and also to the Gentiles." In this sense the words riveted the
attention of the writer in the year 1881, and the thought was
embodied in the final verse of a leaflet, printed 3.nd scattered,
entitled, "Laying wait for Jesus""Ye who, by grace, 'the King's scribes' have become,
Pass on abroad this message, or near home,
, Letters by posts,' or other means convey,
That Christ be thus exalted also pray."
By some unknown means a copy found it way to Dublin, and led
to sweet fellowship, through" letters by posts," with MARY SHEKLETON,

the composer of the hymn, "It passeth knowledge that dear love of
Thine," and founder of the Invalids' Prayer Union; herself being 9n
invalid, she was" the King's scribe," called to write monthly letters,
full of unction and heart-cheer; to her sister sufferers in a widely
extended sphere. MARGRE'l'TA, her sister, was also one of the King's
scribes, with whom letters by posts, knitting heart to heart, were
exchanged. Those who have not perused "Chosen, Chastened,
Crowned," # Memorials of fuRY by MARGRET'l'A, will find a ri~h feast.
MARGRETTA took down in shorthand and prepared for the press
eight volumes of l.ectures and sermons by the Rev. W. H. KRAUSE,
of Bethesda Episcopal Chapel, Dublin, which she used playfully to
call her eight children; they contain choice doctrine and instruction
in righteousness for the Church of God. Very sweet is the recollection
of such linkings from the Word of our God which endureth for ever,
and they justify our considering it in chameleon aspects. " The
King's scribes." "Such honour have all His sair:ts," when they
simply pass on in a letter a text, a quotation of Scripture, and it
• Published by James Nisbet and Co., Berner8 Street. 28.6d.
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is well to place the pen at the service of our King, and never
transmit through the post t.hat which lacks the divinely-royal seal.
"And he wrote in the king Ahasuerus' name, and sealed it with
the king's ring and. sent letters by posts on horseback, and riders
on mules, camels, and young dromedaries." It is sweet to notice the
analogy between Mordecai and the Lord Jesus, who always spoke
in His Father's name, and in whose hand is the King's signet, to
seal the Scriptures upon the hearts of those to whom they are sent.
The king's scribes wrote at the commandment of Mordecai, the
sealing was his work! Observe, too, the varied character and pace
of the means used in transmitting the message-the fleet 40rse, the
sure-footed mule, the burden-bearing camel, fitted for the desert
journey, and the swift young dromedary, that can endure great fatigue
and has been know to carry its rider an hundred miles and upwards
in a day. How suggestive it is of divinely·adapted means to the
end, the various instrumentalities employed in publishing the glad
tidings of salvation to remote nations of the earth.
" Wherein the king granted the Jews which were in every city
to gather themselves together and to stand for their life, to destroy,
to slay, and to cause to perish all the power of the people and
province that would assualt them, both little ones and women, and
to take the spoil of them for a prey." Here is no altering of the
former decree, but empowering the people threat.::ned with destruction
to stand for their lives, and the altered circumstances of :.'I10rdecai
exalted and the queen's nationality being known, threw the balance
in favour of her people. Raman intended to enrich himself with the
spoils of the Jews, so the new decree is expressed in similar language,
so that what was meant for destruction should be manifested
to work together for good. The self-same cloud and its silver lining
revealed!
"Upon one day, in all the provinces of king Ahasuerus, namely,
upon the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month
Adar." Here is no alteration of the original decree, the day is the
same and the conflict still to go on, with the additional grant of
permission to the Jews to stand for their life. Raman's lot cast
the matter to be decided in the twelfth month, J ehovah disposing
the whole thereof to work together for His j)eople's good. " Fear
not, little flock, it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the
kingdom." "No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper;
and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou
shalt comdemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord,
and their righteousness is of Me, saith the Lord" (Isaiah liv. 17).
"The copy of the writing for a commandment to be given in every
province was published unto all people, and that the Jews should be
ready against th'l,t day to avenge themselves of their enemies." It
had a world-wide destination, like the edict of our King.
" This
Gospel of the kingdom must first be published in all natious, and then
shall the end come." Doubtless there is a prophetic aspect of the
day when the Jews were to be ready to avenge themselves, but which
we dare not assert-a foreshadowing here of the day spoken of by
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Zechariah in the fourteenth chapter of his prophecy, "Behold, the day
of the Lord cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of
thee. For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle. . . .
Then shall the Lord go forth and fight against those nations, as when
He fought in the day of battle." Then shall Judah take the spoil of
them (see verse 14).
"So the posts that rode upon mules and camels went out,
being hastened and pressed on by the king's commandment. And the
decree was given at Shushan the palace." Even so it is now; varied
the agencies and modes of transit, yet still men and women go fm·th,
being hastened and pressed in spirit to undertake the publication in
all lands by the express command of King Jesus, who declares, "All
power is given unto Me. Go ye therefore and teach all nations"
(Matt. xxviii.). "Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel
to every creature" (Mark xvi. 15). "That repentance and remission of
sins should be preached in His Name among all nations, beginning at
Jerusalem" (Luke xxiv. 47). "Ye shall receive power, after that the
Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto Me
both in Jerusalem, and in all J udea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of the earth (Acts i. 8). Thus" the king's scribes" wrote the
decree from the wurds of the king's mouth. It emanated from the
king, as that in the days of Esther " was given at Shushan the palace."
"And Mordecai went out from the presence of the king in royal
:Lpparel of blue and white, and with a great crown of gold, and with
a garment of fine linen and purple: and the city of Shushan rejoiced
and was glad." "Behold, a greater than" Mordecai is here! The
man whose name implies bitter bruising, "the man whom the king
delighteth to honour," exalted in his presence, cannot fail but lead
our thoughts to our Redeemer, exalted at the right hand of God,
arrayed in royal apparel, the heavenly blue and pure white. ., Thou
settest a crown of pure gold upon His head" (Psalm xxi. 3). In the
garment of fine linen and purple we see the perfection of His
righteousnass, not a coarse thread or fibre in the robe, the seamless
robe which is imputed to them that believe, while the blood of atonement is foreshadowed in the purple. If the city Shushan (lily) rejoiced
at the salvation of Mordecai, how much more doth Zion, the city of
the living God. the heavenly Jerusalem, compared to a lily, rejoice
with alleluias at the exaltation of Emmanuel. "Honour and majesty
hast Thou laid upon Him, for Thou hast made Him most blessed for
ever."
"The Jews had light and gladness and joy and honour," "To
the upright there ariseth light in the darkness," and such gladness and
joy and honour as follow upon gloom, mourning, despondency, and
contempt are exuberant by contrast, and they who have tasted the
bitter cup of grief and adversity take the deeper draughts of the
wellspring when their" sorrow shall be turned into joy." Such was
the experience of the disciples at the resurrection and ascension of
the Lord. Such is the believer's portion when the moral firmament is
flooded with "light," because the Sun of righteousness arises with
healing in His wings, " upon you that fear My name." " Gladness and
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joy" are exchanged for sighing and misery, and "honour" comes
because of affinity with Him who sits on the throne, and with His
Church. "All things are yours, and ye are Christ's, and Christ is
God's."
"And in every province and in every city, whithersoever the
king's commandment and his decree came, the Jews had joy and
gladness, a feast and a good day." Is it not ever thus 1 though the
fir:<t reception of the commandment and decree of the great King may
produce bitterness, mourning for sin, and humble drawing nigh to
Him with confession and godly sorrow, as the Apostle expresses it,
" When the commandment came, sin revived, and I died. And the commandment, which was ordained to life, I found to be unto death"
(Rom. vii. 9, 10). Yet the result of humiliation and earnest prayer is
to behold the Deliverer exalted, and the Gospel of the grace of God,
whithersoever it reaches the sinner's ears, produces joy and gladness.
Even the decrees of J ehovah are no longer a cloud and darkness, but
are full of light, love, and liberty! "full of unspeakable comfort to
the godly."
"And many of the people of the land became Jews, for the fear
of the Jews fell upon them." We have a key to this, a side light
upon the unseen Hand that wrought this miracle, in Genesis xxxv. 5,
after Jacob had reared an altar afresh at Bethel, and cleansed his
household from idolatry, "And the terror of God was upon the cities
that were round about them, and they did not pursue after the sons of
Jacob." Probably also it prophetically points to the day yet to come:
Thus saith the Lord of hosts, In those days it shall come to pass that
ten men shall take hold out of all languages of the nations, even shall
take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, We will go with
you, for we have heard that God is with you" (Zech. viii. 23).
Leicester.
MARY.
THE CONSOLATION
OH, dear children of God, take frequent walks by the side of the
faithful pilgrims of old. Precious indeed is their companionship.
They may be sorrowful, yet they are always rejoicing.
They may
be homeless wanderers, as Jacob was, yet they are comforted. They
may pine long in dungeons, and under evil fame, yet they are
comforted.
They may flee for their lives, as David did, yet they
are comforted. They may be in the hottest fires of persecution, yet
they are comforted. They may die the martyr's death, as Stephen
did, yet they are comforted. They may lose all things, yet they are
comforted.-Dean Law.
IT is among the many paradoxes in true religion that genuine
faith is by nothing more discoverable than in its being mixed with
doubts and fears j and yet there never was a true Christian who
did not daily wish and strive to be free from doubts and fears.Sir R. Hill.
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WELL-SPRINGS.
" The righteous "hall holel on his lcay, and he that hath clean hands
shall be stronger and st1'Onger."-JoB xvii. 9.
WITH what infinite care does the Holy Spirit bring to our notice
in the Old Testament Scriptures the law of cleansing and the absolute need of being cleansed, as typifying the all-purifying blood of
the Lamb of God, who alone can wash away sin's pollutions. Nearly
one hundred and forty times does the subject appear in the Word
of God, in direct reference to the word" cleansing." Every beast
and fowl was to be clean that entered the ark. Every cleansed
bullock offered under the Levitical law was to be carried into a
clean place. The flesh that was clean was alone that to be eaten,
and in the statute delivered by Jehovah unto Aaron He declared ., that
ye may put a difference between holy and unholy, and between unclean
and clean." The persons of those Israelites who had come in contact
with a dead body were to be cleansed by taking "of the ashes of
the burnt heifer of purification for sin, and running water shall be
put thereto in a vessel; and a deem person shall take hyssop, and
dip it in the water, and sprinkle it upon the tent, and upon all the
vessels, and upon the persons that were there, and upon him that
touched a bone, or one slain, or one dead, or a grave," &c. As we
proceed further in our subject, we shall, I trust, gather some of the
sweet honey of this passage, concerning the clean person, and
the cleansing by hyssop in water the unclean, as typifying the
meritorious death and precious blood-shedding of our dear Redeemer.
And yet, whilst Job asks, "Who can bring a clean thing out of
an unclean 1 not one;" and, "What is man that he should be clean 1
and he that is born of a woman that he should be righteous?
Behold, he putteth no trust in His saints; yea, the heavens are n?t
clean in His sight; " the same bJok, by the mouth of Elihu adds,
"I am clean without transgression; I am innocent; neither is there
iniquity in me." Not mine own cleanness but Another's, must
be mine only plea. If, as some have thought, Elihu here represents
the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, how sweetly flow His words of soulrestoring, free favour into the hearts of His blood-washed ones.
" Behold, I am vil~," cries the sin-stricken soul, lying under
sentence of condemnation and death, yet in the all-prevailing merits
of the Lamb, that soul can declare with holy boldness, "I am clean,
without transgression; I am innocent; neither is there iniquity found
in me," under the all-glorious banner of Jehovah Nissi!
"Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
'Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head.
"Bold shall I stand in that great day,
For who aught to my charge shall lay?
Fully absolved through these I am
From 'lin's tremendous CUl'se and shame."
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, Now ye are clean," says our Lord to His blood-washed ones,
"through the Word that I have spoken unto you," and that Word
becomes the living, cleansing test of our lives. "I leashed thee, I
thoroughly washed, anointed, clothed, 3hod, girded, cove1'erl, and
decked thee," says the Lord the Spirit by His servant the Prophet
Ezekiel, as he depicts in the infant cast forth in the field of
ull1'egeneracy the state of every lost and undone sinner before
God, until in His sovereign act of love and mercy, He show His
royal favour.
And of the Church of God, thus seen washed and
sanctified and made meet, is declared in the Book of the Revelation,
"To her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen,
clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of the
saints."
Now let us look at her, viewed in this light, beloved reader,
as regards her walk below, and in the consideration of her high
calling and privileges; may it result in our growing sanctification,
our closer walk, and circumspect, obedient life, adorning the
doctrine of God our Saviour in all things, as in all things is seen
His glory redounding to the honour of His dear Name, who alone
is worthy!
To the words of our text: "The righteous shall hold on his way,
and he that hath clean hands shall be stronger and stronger."
What is meant here by clean hands?
We know in the Levitical
law how the priest was to wash, ere he sacrificed-how ~loseR was
to wash Aaron and his sons before they performed the sen' ice of the
priesthood, ere Aaron could lay his hand upon the head of his
sacrifice, &c. What. does it teach us, but that the sacriticial work
of the atonement was to cleanse from all pollution? and as sin
cannot enter the Presence of the holy, just and pure God, the
contaminating influences must be first washed away, ere the priest
It
could appeal for the cleansing power in his offered sacrifice,
set forth faith in the atonement of a living Christ o,er the dead
sacrifice.
It dealt with the inner sanctuary "l\orship of el-ery
redeemed sinner, through the once-offered sacrifice of Him who
suffered" without the camp." Then, of such the words of the aged,
dying patriarch are spoken: "But his bow [Joseph's] abode in
strength, and the arms of his hands were made strong by the
hands of the mighty God of Jacob (from thence is the Shepherd the
stone of Israel)." Oh, may we know more of this precious secret of
abiding strength and having the arms of our hands made strong
by the hands of the mighty G'Jd of Jacob!
Beloved in the Lord, of you it is written, "And ye shall be
holy (Heb. clean) men unto Me." Clean unto Me, as cleansed
in My blood! Clean for Me, as sanctified for holy service-with
hearts renewed and re-created, and hands cleansed for sanctuary
worship. "Ye see your calling, brethren." "What manner of
persons onght ye, to be in all holy conversation and godliness."
Oh, may this meditation find us holding on our way i!1 the path
of the Righteous One, and with clean hands be found waxing
stronger and stronger.
All God's children must have a clean
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heart. "Create in me a clean heart, 0 God, and renew a right
spirit within me." 'fhat is, a new, whole, undivided heart, united
to fear His Name.
They must also have clean hands. "Who
among us shall dwell with the devouring fire 1 Who among us
shall dwell with everlasting bumings 1 He that walketh righteously,
and speaketh uprightly; he that despiseth the gain of oppressions;
that shaketh his hands from holding of bribes, that stoppeth his
ears from hearing of blood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing
evil. He shall dwell 011 high; his place of defence shall be the
munition of rocks; bread shall be given him, and his water sure."
A lut clean feet. " He that is washed needeth not save to wash his
feet, but is clean every whit." "I will walk at liberty," "walk in the
law of the Lord," and" run the way of His commandments," says the
Psalmist. And for this they are cleansed by the precious blood of
Christ, the all-prevailing plea in heaven and on earth.
" But if we walk in the light, :J,s He is in the light, we have fellowship
one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us
from all sin." Yes, cleansed by the blood and by the Word of Christ.
"Christ also loved the Church, and gave Himself for it, that He might
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the Word," and
by the Spirit of Chl·ist. "Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you,
and ye shall be clean; from all your filthiness, and from all your idols
\vill I cleanse you; a new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit
will I put within you; and I will take away the stony heart out of
your flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh. And I will put My
Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in My statutes, and ye shall
keep My judgments and do them." But for the present, although as
regards the walk of every believer they are inseparably connected, our
subject deals particularly with clean hands. And this carries us back to
our starting point, as it deals, as did the Mosaical law, with sanctuary
worship. "I will wash mine hands in innocency; so will I compass
Thine altar, 0 Lord; that I may puLlish with the voice of thanksgiving, and tell of all Thy wondrous works," says the Psalmist. And
again he asks, " Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord 1 or who
shall stand in His holy place 1 He that hath clean hands, and a pure
heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. He shall receive the blessing from the Lord, and righteousness
from the God of his salvation."
With these clean hands, unpolluted by earthly grovellings, faith can
grasp the promises of her God, the righteous shall hold on his way,
and the little ones in Zion may appropriate the blessings of Covenant
relationship unto themselves. It is unbelief, that besetting foe, which
would rob us of all our joy and peace in believing. It is listening to
the voice of the tempter that makes us question, Hath God sa'd? It is
the neglect of the Covenant washing, the dipping into the fountain
filled with blood, which keeps us defiled, sin-stained, and earth-bound,
and unfit for our high and holy service. But, beloved, may you and I
know, to our unspeakable comfort and joy and edification, the blessed
portion of all God's washed, sanctified, and cleansed children-daily
seen, \rith the Church in the Canticles, "as a flock of sheep which go
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'up from the washing;" holding on our way in the paths of righteousI!ess; led, fed, guided, and companioned by the Shepherd's tender love
and'compassion; and thus with clean hands, from constant hallowed
association and communion, be found in the way of life, waxing
stronger and stronger, adding strength to strength, and thus adorning
the grace and love of that life; exhibiting by consistent walk and
converse that high and holy calling, and in all things glorifying Him
who hath "made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance with the
saints in light."
Gracious Lord, for Thine own glory, grant Thy great grace unto
Thy little children, that they may be found with clean hands, clean
hearts, and clean feet when Thou comest to call for them, it may be
" at even, or at midnight, or at the cock-crowing, or in the morning."
R.
THE LOVELINESS OF CHR.IST:As

A TEACHER.

"He is altogether lovel!J."-SoLoMoN's

SOXG v, 16.
"Thou ad a Pl'ophet."-JoHN iv, 19.
THE loveliness of Christ as a Teacher is strikingly illustrated in the
account of His conversation with the woman of Samaria, at J acob's
well. His instruction was freely given to one as yet in her sins,
deeply dyed with iniquity, and totally ignorant of spiritual things,
She did not know either the gift of God, or who it was that was speaking to her (John iv. 10). Indeed, she could not possibly know
untilJESUS TAUGHT HER,
which He graciously condescended to do. Now, the Lord was on a
journey from J udea to Galilee, and the direct road led Him through
Samaria. There was, however, a higher reason than the geographical
one which caused Him to choose this route. "He must needs go"
that way, for the sake of the poor woman whom He \\'ould meet
and teach Wisdom's lessons. Time and place \\'ere appointed, It
was midday when the delj,r Saviour and His little company of followers reached "Jacob's well." Wearied with His journey, Jesus sat
down to rest, while His disciples went into the neighbouring village
of Sychar to buy food.
Pause a moment! Yiew our dear Lord, tired, thirsty, and wayworn.
His sacred humanity suffered as we do.
Dear pilgrims through a
wilderness-world, fainting through the heat and burden of the day,
consider Him, your Brother in' tribulation !
Presently a woman approached to draw water, She was a type of
all sinners whom Jesus takes in hand. Her case was peculiar. Hor
several reasons she' seemed very far from the kingdom of God; yet,
how tenderly the Lord dealt with her! It is necessary, at this point,
to inquire what people she belonged to. She was a Samaritan, one of
a singular race! In 2 Kingsxvii. we have an account of their origin.
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, When the ten tribes had been carried into .captivity; a portion- of the
land they vacated was occupied by ellligrants sent from various
provinces of _B!j.bylon. Soon after their settlement they were .greatly
in(ested with lions, and supposing this arose from their 'not worshipping the God of the land, of whom they were ignorant, :.they sent to
Babylon for one of the priests of the captivity to come and instruct
them in the worship of Jehovah. To the Jewish ceremonies and to
the teaching of the Law they added their own idolatrous practices.
-- Thus, "they feared the Lord. and served their graven images, both
their children and their children's childt:en; as did their fathers, so
do they to this day" (verse 41). In the course of time, the manifest
superiority of the Law of Moses to their old customs and foolish
traditions cauoed them to give it the chief place; and they ultimately
laid claim to a greater veneration for the Law (')f God than the Jews
, themselves, whom they despised, and with whom they were always in
a, state of deadly hostility.
In opposition to the Temple at Jerusalem
they erected one on Mount Gerizim, which they strenuously maintained was the, true place of worship. Such as these was the woman of
Samaria. Boasting of the Law, yet not doing thc things contained in
the Law. Claiming superiority over the Jews, yet living a shameful
life. Hating God's ancient chosen. people, yet loving sin; professedly venerating the will of God revealed in the two
tables, and yet alienated from the life of God by evil
practices, and from the people, of God by bitter enmity. Her religi'Jn
was a strange mixture of truth and error, of pharasaic pride and
shameful idolatry. A wretched, sinful creature was this who. drew
near to the holy Jesus that <iay.
How many there are in the
same condition-boasting in an outward profession, whilst destitute of
inward grace. The name of God and the law of God on the lips, and
gross sin in the'life. This is a dreadful state. But, J esns can "save
. even unto the uttermost." ,\Then this woman least expected it, the
Lord met her.
When she came to the well on the side of which Jesus was resting,
He said unto her, " Give me to drink." The Lord J esns condescended
, to accept this service even from: her vile hands, and thus began to
manifest His mercy. She was greatly astonished, and said, "How is
it that Thou being a Jew, askest drink of me which am 'a woman of
Samaria ~ for the Jews have no dealings 'Yith the Samaritans." In
His reply Jesus referred to the well and~the \I'ater, and began to teach
her about
THE WATER OF' LIFE.

" If thou knewest the gift of God, and Who it is that saith to thee
Give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of Him; and He would
have given thee living water" (John iv. 10). In these touchingly
beautiful, yet profoundly simple, words Jesus summarized the whole
matter.
Her interest was excited, a desire was created for more
knowledge, and she qecame sincerely willing to learn about that water
of which Jesus spake; and of which she was so extremely ignorant, as
scarcely to know whether or not Jesus was referring to the literal water
.
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that lay deep down beneath her feet. She candidly expressed the
confusion of her mind in the language of the eleventh and twelfth
verses.
Oh, dear reader, it is best to tell Him all. There is a
delightful simplicity, and most transparent honesty and sincerity in
the way in which she poured out all her heart. Sweet example for all
humble learners at the dear Saviour's feet! Now, when she was thus.
prepared to receive His heavenly instruction, the Great Teacher com-'
menced His lessons.
1. The very first lesson was concerning the unsatisfying nature of
earth's waters. Jesus said unto her: "Whosoever drinketh of thia
water shall thirst again." What a lesson! all whom Jesus takes in
hand are well instructed in this foundation-trnth- that no waters
springing from earth can ever prove permanently satisfying. Those·
who drink deepest "shall thirst again."
2. The next thing Jesus taught the Samaritan was, that He had'
living water to give,'which yields everlasting satisfaction to its happ,r
partakers, for, "Whosoever shall drink of the water that I shall givehim shall never thirst." The 'Water of Life must have seemed more·
and more desirable to the listening one, as the Lord went on to·
unfold its matchless excellence.
3. The woman was clearly taught that it is the gift of the Savioul"s·
grace. He gives, or none can possess it. A great step is gained when we
have fully learnt from whom the gift of living water comes, and that:
it is bestowed freely and gratuitously. This causes a hope to spring
up, and encourages a desire to be made a recipient thereof.
4. The Lord J esns taught that the water He gives is a "weliJ.'"
'rhere is consequently a fulness and constancy in the supply.
"This spake He of the Spirit" (vii. 39), which is "in him" who is
thus favoured by grace. Eternal life is an internal possession of the
heart, and there5. It is found" springing up" in constant renewals and perpetu'l11
freshness. Sometimes· this spring seems to fail, but though it runs
low, it never quite ceases. Life divine in the heart bubbles up more
or less strongly in desire, prayer, hopes, sighs, cries for mercy, and
love to Jesus, His Word, His people, and His ways. The Church is
a "spring shut up, a fountain sealed" (Sol. Song iv. 12). Such were:
the lessons the Lord Jesus taught, and the
EFFECT OF HIS INsTRUCTIOx

was what He had predicted: "If thou knewest the gift of God, thou!
wouldest have asked Him." She does know something now, and
straightway she asks, "Sir, give me this 1catel'." Divine teaching
leads to true prayer. When Jesus reveals the importance of spiritual
blessings, the instructed soul asks, even though, as in her case, the
teaching of Christ is not quite understood, nor the nature of the gift
comprehended. Her ignorance, however, did not render her prayer
ineffectual in any way. It was answered. The nature of the things for
which we pray is often not fully understood until the answer is received.
We mark the footsteps of grace. There is, first, the coming of Jesus;
second, the meeting at the well; third, the willingness wrought in the
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woman to receive the water of life; fourth, the instruction sought
under the felt sense of her own ignorance; fifth, the kind instruction
given; and sixth, the earnest prayer (which is the effect of His
teaching) for the gift. Well may we exclaim, Who teacheth like
.Jesus!
Bath.
E. C.

ELIM.
"And they camg to EUm, 1Ohe)'e were tloelve wells of water, and
three.score a7ul ten palm trees: and they encamped there by the waters."
-EXODUS

xv. 27.
WHY should God's people be afraid,
'When He has rich provision made
For all their needs, and all their cares,
And saYd that He their burden bears?

Has He not all things at comma.nd,
To give with an unsparing hand
The blessings that His people need,
And grace to make them blest indeed?
Though trials meet them in the way,
And bitter foes create dismay,
Their Saviour-God is velT near,
To whisper peace and cast out fear.
\Vhat sweet surprise an Elim brings,
\Vhose cooling shade and welcome springs
Yield consolation, shelter, rest,
To those with weariness oppressed!
Life, like a desert, sometimes seem"
A barren waste devoid of streams,
But in the dreariness profound
An oasis is often found.
Thus God provides, in His own way,
All needful blessings, day by day:
These may include unpleasant things,
But all subserve the King of kings.
He chooses our inheritance"A fact full of significance!
l~ means that long ere time began
His love matured a saving plan.

so

And now, in time, the plan unfolds,
And shows that He securely holds
Each object of HiB covenant love
For service here, and rest above.
How kind! how gracious is our God r
Re giveB Ris smile as well as rod,
For if through Marah we must ~o,
Then Elim's sweetness we shall know.
J. E.
Bramhall.

WINDER.
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A HAPPY ASSURANCE.

" lVe know that all things work together for good to them that love God,
to the:n who are the called according to His purpose."-RoMANS viii. 28.

' 'HAT a

sweet and happy_assurance this is! What should we do·
sometimes without it 7 It is an assurance. 'rhe Apcstle does not
say, '" we think," or "we bope," or "we imagine," but "We know."
And although it does' hot always seen), to be the case, yea, although
sometimes it seems a:s if it .must be utterly impossible, yet
nevertheless, the expression "all things" really includes all things;.
whatever they may be, or ,vhatever their present aspect, or apparent
effect may be; and this assui'unce that they are all working together
for good applies to all the dear children of God. Many things may not in
themselves be good; they may be reallycvil; but by the omnipotent
power, the infinite wisd9,l,1}, and the boundless _love of the Triune
J ehovab, they are over~:uled and directed So that they produce
nothing but good.
'Ve are passing ·'.througha "yale of tears."
With all its advantages, its pleasures, and its beauty, this world is full of sorrow; and
we :-l.re reminded again and again, by the experience of others, and
by our o\\'n experience, tbat such is the case.
Th9 \\Titer has just had some such reminders. For example, a
relative, in the prime of life, has been suddenly stricken with a most
trying and incurable form of paralysis, and all his eartbly prospects,
like Jonah's gourd, are apparently irretrievably blighted.
A neighbouring family had a son who lately went out to South
Africa, to join the military forces there, and the other day they were
greatly delighted to receive a letter from him, telling them of his
safe arriml at Cape To\\'n, and giving them some particulars of his
voyage. But the very next day they re(;eived an official telegram
stating that he was dead. Before he could reach the front, or engage in actual warfare, he was stricken down by the deadly enteric
fever. What a fearful shock to his rehtives, and what a sudden
transition for them from joy to sorrow!
And a reminder has come to the writer nearer home. 'A dear son,
who has been for some yeai's in North America, having lately been
unwell, it was thought that a sea voyage might be a means of
restoring him to health, and consequently he took a passage homewards.
in a stelllTler on the longest route; but when he \\'as met at Liverpool
it was evident that the sea voyage had done him little good, and that
he ,,,as seriously ill. Still hoping against hope, he went to London,
and was examined by a specialist thel'l~, but, alas! his case was pronounced to be a hopeless one. It was said to be "consumption of
the throat," a more ·incurable disease than even consumption of the
lungs; and the specialist could hold out no expect3.tion that his life
could be prolonged beyond a brief spaM. Parents can imagine a
parent's feelings under such circumstances as these-feelings too deep
almost ·;for utterance,' and well-nigh heart-breaking.
.

,- --
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But how blessed it is at such a time to rest upon such an
assurance as the one before. us! Thank God, all is not quite dark
in this dark visitation. Our dear one, we know, is resting upon the
Rock of Ages, and, in consequence, he is enabled to experience
sweet peace and patient resignation. When first his illness appeared
to assume a serious aspect, he wrote: "If I am to get better, I shall
be glad, but if not, I am happy; ,. and the expression on his dear wan.
face clearly and touchingly denotes that this is the case, for it indicates a settled and blessed peace witbin.
We thankfully recall a memorable day when a series of speciat
mission services was being held, which were largely bleilsed, and which
he attended, he suddeniy ran into my study and exclaimed in an.,
animated and joyous manner, "Father, I have found Christ I" Yes, it
was true, he had found Christ, the Pearl of great price, and his
Christian life and conversation since then have undoubtedly proved
that such was the case. Not only so, but he has been used as a
means of enabling others to enjoy th~ same great privilege.
His voice is gone, and he only replies to our conversation in writing.
Asking him whether his illness was not a heavy trial to him, especially
as he had to leave behind him in great anxiety his beloved young wife
and three little children, he replied, "It was hard at first, but it is not
so now." When he was requested, at family prayer, to choose a
hymn, his choice seemed a very expressive one, and tears could not be
altogether repressed as we sang it. It was : " •We would see Jesus,' for the shadows lengthen
Across this little landscape of our life;
• We would see Jesus,' our weak faith to strengthen,
For the last weariness-the final strife.
" • We would see Jesus '-for life's hand hath rested
With ita dark touch upon both heart and brow;
And though our souls have many a billow breasted,
Others are rising in the distance now.
" 'We would see Jesus '-the great rock foundation
Whereon our feet were set by sovereign grace,
Nor life, nor death, with all their agitation,
Can thence remove us if we sce His face.

*

*

*

*
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*
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" •We would see Jesus'; yet the spirit lingers]
Round the dear objects it has loved so long,
And earth from earth can scarce unclasp its fingers;
Our love to Thee makes not this love less strong.
" • We would see Jesus'; this is all we're needing;
Strength, joy, and willingness come with the sight.
• We would see Jesus,' dying, risen, pleading;
Then welcome day, and farewell mortal night."
Beloved, do we love God 1 We may not love Him by any means
as we ought to do, but do we love Him even a little 1 Have we been
enabled by Divine grace to understand and to realize in a measure

-
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His love to' us 1 Can we truly answer to the inquiry,'" Lovest
thou Me 1"-" Lord, Thou knowest all things, Thou knowest that I
love' Thee" 1 And are we numbered amongst the "called according
to His purpose" 1 Have we heard the call .summoning us from a
death of sin to a life of righteousness 1 Have we heard the Master's
caB, "Follow thou Me," and in some measure at least obeyed it 1
Then this sweet assurance is surely ours, and amidst all the uncertainties, the apparent chances and the changes of this mortal
life, amidst its cares, its burdens, its trials, its disappointments, its
sorrows, and its tears, all is well, for we may be certain that all
these things are working together for our temporal and our eternal
good.
D. A. D..
EXTRACTS :FROM AN ADDRESS BY MR. JAMES WRIGHT,
OF BRISTOL.
(ACTS i. 11.)

THIS pr.ediction has been handed down to the Church, we may say, by
angelic ministry. The Lord Jesus Himself had given a prediction
(according to verse 8) of the coming of the Holy Ghost. And if we
carefully search the records of the Book of Acts, we find that the
Apostle's testimony combined both of these. The Holy Ghost was
given to energise them to be witnesses for Christ--(l) Of the past,
witnesses to His life on earth, His death, His resurrection, His
ascension. (2) Of His coming again (see Acts iii. and x.).
~

~

*

~

•

~

Nothing plainer or more simple could be imagined than this testimony of the angels. Listen to it: "This same Jesus." An emphatic
word; it fixes the identity of the Person of the One who is coming. It
is as much as if the angels said to John, " Now, John, that J eSllS on
whose bosom you reclined at supper, is coming again." It is as
much as if they said to Peter, "Peter, that Jesus who looked upon
you when you· basely denied Him, and when by that look He melted
your heart, and by prayer to the Father beforehand upheld you in that
distressful moment-Peter, that same One is coming again." It is as
much as if they said, "You, all of you, remember how the little
children came in groups around Him, and how He put His hands on
their heads; it is that same Jesus who is coming. He will come in
very different form, but it is the same Jesus!" In effect, for us, it is
just this, the Jesus of the Gospels is coming again. Oh, isn't it lovely,
dear friends, that we shall see that same Jesus who met that poor
defiled woman at the well, and who just by His holy finger, without
any unnecessary probing, revealed her to herself, and made out of that
defiled sinner a worshipper such as the Father seeks. He is coming
again, and we shall Him-the same Jesus.
He is the same Jesus now to any tired one here who has been
toiling all the night and taken nothing and is discouraged at the
non-success of his labour. You remember how He stood on the
shore in the morning, and· said, "Children, have ye any meat 1"
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And when- they answered, "No," said, "Cast the net on the right-side
of the ship, and ye shall find," They did so, and were" not aQJe to
draw the net for the multitude of fishes." He did not want their 1ish,
for He said, "Come and dine," and there was a dinner prepared -for
these weal'y toiling ones. It is the same Jesus.
That same faithful Friend is coming, who resorted again and again
to the beloved ones of His heart at Bethany, and whose heart is just
the same now, for how often He comes to us! Fellow believer, do
you not prove that that Jesus is a constan t Friend 1 If asked, "When
did Jesus come and see you last 1" you would not have to answer,
"Six months ago." You know He has been at your side to-day, thefaithful Friend" that sticketh closer than a brother." It is the same
Jesus who is coming. The Holy Ghost means us by the emphasis of
this word to enter into the reality of the Lord Jesus, how verily
He took flesh and blood, and was made "perfect through sufferings,"
so that having suffered being tempted, He is" able to succour them
that are tempted," and intimately sympathize with every pang which
His people feel.
It is the same Jesus, who, on the mountain top, looked across the
water through the midnight darkness and saw His disciples "toiling
in rowing, and the wind contrary." And He does that over and over
and over again in the experience of His tempest tossed ones. And it is
He who is coming again-it is not a stranger, it is the One we know
by the Gospel and the teaching of the Holy Ghost in our every-day
life.
" lJt7w is taken up." We are "called unto the fellowship of His
Sou Jesus Christ our Lord," and as surely as you and I walk this
earth, the law of gravitation shall be set at nought, as in His case,
and we shall rise into the air. How 1 I can't tell you. What is that to
God 1 "Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, that
God should raise the dead 1" or that all human bodies should rise up
into the air 1
"From you." It was a p~rting then. But what does He say in
another place 1 "It is expedient for you that I go away." If His
being taken from them was an expedient thing, what is His coming
again 1 A satisfying thing. Dear friends, let us submit to the
expedient thing in the light of the satisfying thing. We have the
warrant to say every moment of our life, "I shall be satisfied." And
when will that be 1 When He comes in glory, and we shall be
like Him.
"Into hearen." That was His proper home. The sorrow of the
cross was a shadow over all His earthly life, but He faced it j He
knew what ,,-as before Him. Have you thought of the difference
between His experience and ours 1 God puts a veil before our eyes;
He does not make known to us the events of the days and months
to come. Oh, what should we do if we could look through all the
coming years1 we could not bear it, it would spoil all our joy, and
unfit us to bear present trials. But to Him all was open, Ah, it
was a solemn business for which He left His Father's home! But
isn't His home going blessed t Oh, how He did long for ;;he moment
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when He should go home! . And in the full foresight of the glory.
that awaited Him" He did the lowliest thing (John xiii. 1-5), and
we should be prepared to do the most menial thing, for the glory
before our eyes. "Into heaven," His home. Did He mean to be
there alone. No; go on tu chapter xiv., and you read, "I go to
prepare a place for you." "He'll not live in glory, and leave me
behind." His God is our God, His Father our Father, and His home
our home.
"Shall 80 come j " not" may," or "perhaps." It is as certain, nay,
more, certain than anything we see; the Y{ord of God cannot be
broken, H He that shall come will come, and will not tarry."
"In like manne:r." Now, how did He go 1 "A cloud received Him
out of their sight." Then He is to come in the clouds of heaven 1
Yes; He went up as the risen, glorified Son of God, in power and
great glory, and took His seat at the right hand of God. Psalm xxiv.
opens our ears to the wave of tumultuous joy-shall I say1-that filled all
heaven when He went in. "Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates," &c.
Then the antiphon comes, "Who is this King of glory 1 The Lord
strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle," the Lord who slew all
His foes by being slain.
"Trod all HiB foes beneath HiB feet,
By 'being trodden down."
And He will come down from that place of glory, the immediate presence of God, to take hold of you and me, and lift us up to heaven.
Was eV6r such love, such grace 1 "Behold, what manner of love the
Father hath bestowed upon us," and the Son bears to us who believe,
that He is going to take us to be with Himself!
Now, this is called" the blessed hope." Is there anything like it,
or that so satisfies the soul 1 Then do let us ask the Holy Spirit to
make it a more bright and purifying hope. "Every man that hath
this hope in Him, purifieth himself, even as He is pure."
WISDOM'S DELIGHTS WITH THE SONS OF :JfEN.
IF we look back to the Old Testament we see how the blessed Saviour
went in and out amongst His sinful creatures and built Himself
tabernacles amidst dust and ashes. How he visited an Egyptian handmaid in the wilderness of Beersheba, and comforted her with words
Pass on to the plains of Mamre and witness that
of kindness.
delightful sight, the Lord as man's Guest at the tent door in the cool
of the day, with two angels sitting and eating under the tree (Genesis
xviii.). Revisit Peniel, where He appears as a man; and Mount Horeb,
where He manifests Himself in a bush, burning with fire but not consumed. Think of His abiding in the cloudy pillar forty years by day,
and in a pillar of fire by night. Nor had He forgotten them at Ophrah,
where Gideon beheld Him sitting under an oak. What led the glorious
Christ of God to such condescension 1 Why, it was His wonderful and
amazing -love wherewith He loved His dear children whom He loved
from everlasting.-Krummacher.
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S.ermans anh lafts .of Sermans.
SERMON.
PREACHED BY THE REV. F. C. LOVELY, M.A., AT THE CIRCUS CHURCH,
PORTSMOUTH, WEDNESDAY EVENING, FEBRUARY 27TH, 1901.

"Is this Naomi? "-RUTH i. 19.
I PURPOSE this evening, Christian friends, Getting before you im~
portant scenes in the life of Naomi and Ruth, endeavouring to bring
before you such Gospel teaching as the Holy Spirit may condescend
to grant unto us, in speaking of this very precious little portion of
God's Word.
The scene before us is the return of Naomi and Ruth
after the sojourn in the land of Moab. We have here a very
interesting-in fact, a most romantic story-and we have brought out
in this story some very precious experiences which the child of God
often paSSES through. First, notice that the book opens, "Now it
came to pass in the day when the Judges ruled, that there was a
famine in the land." If you compare the Book of Judges with the
prophet Hosea you will find you have a very beautiful spiritual
commentary in the Prophet Hosea on the Book of Judges. The Book
of Judges is a series of backslidings, and it is a wonderful description
of God's stretching forth His right hand to deliver, and bringing the
people out of the difficulties, troubles, and trials into which He
Himself put them on account of their sin.
Now you turn to the Prophet Hosea, yOIl have the same precious.
truths brought out. God is dealing with His backsliding people, and
you have some of the most to.·ching expressions of love and the
revelations of God's heart to His backsliding Israel. Now here you
have, in the history of Naomi, the backslider; and how wonderfully
God deals! how wonderfully God leads! and how wonderfully God
directs out of their failings, brings about and works out His eternal
purposes of salvation. To me this is a very precious portion of God's
Word.
Most precious, because I see here a picture how the Lord
J eSlls Christ, the Good Shepherd, through various instrumentality,
brings out from a land upon which, if I may use an expression withou&
being misunderstood, God's curse rested. In the midst of that land
is to be found one of His elect children. My friends, sometimes we
are disheartened, and we wonder how God is going to work ont and
accomplish His purpose of salvation.
God brings about and works
out His eternal purpose in very strange and mysterious ways, and we
can truly say" God moves in a mysterious way
HiB wonders to perform."
As it is here, so it was with the history of the children of Israel.
'Ye read in the Psalms, "God broke the staff' of bread, and He drew
His people into the land of Egypt." He told Abraham his descendants
would be in the land' of Egypt. How wonderfully He works out His
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plan! link by link His chain is forged and for~ed; God sends a man
before them, even Joseph. He disciplines him in prison eleven years;
when His own time comes, His purpose ripe, He sends him before
Pharaoh; then God draws Jacob and his family into Egypt, through
the links in the chain of his dear,son Joseph.
Now, here is a famine brought about by the sin of Israel, and
when God's chastening hand falls upon His people, or upon a nation
in which His people are found, His people, too, suffer in the chastisement.
For instance, in the Babylonish captivity, when Israel was
carried captive into Babylon, with those who had rebelled against
God, His own people, Daniel and the three men, Shadrach, Meshach
and Abednego, suffered with them.
God has His OW11 purpose to
work out, and when a calamity befals a nation in which God's people
are, they to a great extent suffer too, but in their sufferings God
brings blessing to them. Through the famine which befel the land of
Israel, through the sin of idolatry, Naomi, her husband and two sons,
left the land of Israel to sojourn in the land of Moab. Now
while they sojourned there, a dark cloud falls over the life of Naomi ;
we find her husband dead, and she left with her two sons. In one
sense, as a child of God. Naomi, from a human point of view, had no
business to go into the land of Moab; but various circumstances were
so working and surrounded her, that she sold her property, either
~hrough distress or poverty, and went to sojourn in this land of
Moab. Naomi's two sons go contrary to God's law. God's law was
that the children of Israel should not intermarry with the heathen
nation.
Her two sons marry daughters of the land of Moab; the
name of one, Orpah, alld the other, Ruth; and when these events
take place, it is at the death of her husband. It seems as if a
warning voice had been uttered and she heeded it not; and she
settles down more securely in the land of Moab, and her two sons
take Orpah and Huth. She dwells there about ten years; once more
God speakes in solemn tones to her-her two sons, .M:ahlon and
Chilion, are taken from her. If you notice, and it is a very interesting
study in God's vVord, when God's hand bears heavy upon His
children, then they bend the knee in prayer. is otice how wonderfully the Holy Spirit, very graphically, very touehingly, and very
pathetically gives us the point in Naomi's history when she returns
to her land. In the 6th verse, "Then," then. H2. \'e you ever noticed
the thens in God's Word, of his providential dealings with His
people ? We oftentimes think very lightly of prayer, and think we
can at any moment, and at any time, rush into God's presence, and
bend the knee in prayer.
Yes, wc can, but not always pray; we
may utter words, give expression to thoughts, but then words can
never be prayer unless prompted by the Holy Spirit in an ac~eptable
. time. God says of J osus Christ, "I hoard Thee in an acceptable
time; ,. and the 32nd Psalm speaks of a time when God hears His
people, and very often God drives His people to pray to Him, and
that is the time when God hears and answers prayer. Notice some
of the examples in God's Word, they are very precious. When God's
time draws near for the deliverance of the children of Israel, we read
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in the Acts that they increased and multiplied; and as that was so
the king dealt subtly with them, and they increased and multiplied
Don't forget that in the first of Exodus the
more and more.
increase of population' among the Israelites at that time was
miraculous, they increased wonderfully. When God's time to deliver
draws near, His people feel the weight of oppression, the weight of
bondage, and they cry to God, and when they cry to Him, He hears.
Again, take the example of Jonah, the disobedient, rebellious, backsliding Prophet. You can imagine Jonah going down to the ship
to Tarshish very careless, and goes down into the sides of the ship
and falls asleep. When does he begin to pray 7 The second chapter
begins; when he is cast out then Jonah prays.
Oh, my friends,' we sometimes look at our trials and difficulties,
sorrows and perplexities, as misfortunes, but they are God's gentle
dealings and leadings to make His people pray. There are times -only
yesterday I was talking to a dear soul, a member of my congregation,
and she said, "Oftentimes I feel as dead as a stone; I kneel down
to pray, I use words, but I feel I am as dead as a door-nail with regard
to the request I want to make with regard to myself." "Oh yes," I said,
"have you ever started praying for somebody else, and felt your
heart to warm 7" Yes, there are times when we cannot pray for
ourselves, but God gives us liberty in praying for others. Well, at
this trying season, when God took her two sons as well as her
husband, "Then she arose with her daughters-in-law, that she might
return from the country of Moab: for she had heard in the
country of Moab how that the Lord had visited His people
in giving them bread." Nothing had been by chance, "All things
work together for good." " We know," says the Apostle. We
know it is a hard lesson to learn "we know," to be able to
say, "Yes, verily and really, I know that all things are w0rking
together for my good." I was very much struck in looking at the
Greek. This verse is sometimes half quoted, "We know that all things
work together for good to them that love God." I was never so much
struck as the other day: "For we know,-to them that love God, all
things work together for good to them who arc called according to
His purpose." The working together of things is sandwiched in
between 'them that love God and them that are the called according
to His purpose. God has locked it up well in-that is the original in
the Greek-and so here, when God strips Naomi of her two sons and
husband, she begins to think of returning to her land; she hears that,
God has visited the land and provided bread, so God allures her back
again. I need not delay over this, for I want to prove the spiritual
truth in the wonderful and pathetic words of Ruth when Orpah
returns. Ruth said: "Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from
following after thee, for whither thou goest, I will go," and so on,
(vel'. 16). Notice God's hand through the instrumentality of Naomi
bringing out His child from heathen darkness. I love that announcement in the 7th Acts, "The God of glory appeared unto our father
Abraham, when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Charran.'"
I am quite convinced of it, the salvation of the immortal soul God
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uses instrumentality, but it is the Good Shepherq. seeks for the lost
sheep; the God of glory, the second Person in the glorious Trinity, comes
down to U l' of the Chaldees to seek out Abraham, the lost sheep, and
brings him out.
He seeks, He finds, He never goes a searching,
whether in U l' of the Chaldees or in the land of Moab. God uses
instrumentality, but He is ever working out His own purpose and
plan with regard to His elect children. And, my friends, this is to
me one of the most precious portions of God's Word. Whether it be
in Ur of the Chaldees, whether it be in Moab or at the four corners of
the world, where there is one of God's lost sheep, there He will find
. means of bringing it out. Look again at Jonah. The disobedient
Prophet takes ship to Tarshish, God so works out His plan, and we
have it at the close of the first chapter; we read, "the mariners feared
the Lord,and offered a sacrifice unto the Lord." I believe God used
the disobedience of His Prophet to bring about the salvation of these
heathen mariners. -'iVe are generally downhearted with regard to our
failings, and I know parents feel this intensely. I do. I feel, Will
any inconsistency on my part affect the salvation of my children?
Moses; the time had come to deliver Israel, he takes means in his own
hands and slays an Egyptian, and, through fear of the king, flies
into the land of Midian. But turn to the Hebrews and see, " Moses
by faith forsook the land of Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king."
That is how God does with Moses, that is how the Holy Spirit has
given us a description about Moses leaving the land of Egypt-" by
faith." Is it not wonderful, out of the failing, out of his taking things
in his own hand, God works out His wonderful purpose? See it maintained in the Judges with regard to Heber the Kenite, one of the
descendants of Hobab, the father-in-law of Moses. He comes 'to Moses
in the land of Midian, and goes right down till it reaches Heber the
Kenite, and God used the wife of Heber to bring ueliverance to Israel.
So Naomi, with Ruth, returned to Bethlehem, and as she returned the
villagers came out to see her, and said, "Is this Naomi ~ " No
doubt, bowed down with sorrow, and her hair grown grey with trouble,
she passed through; they asked in astonishment, "Is this Kaorni?"
She said, "Call me not Naomi, but Marah "-not the pleasant one,
-as Naomi means, but the bitter one-" for I went out full, and the
Lord hath brought me home again empty: why then call ye me Naomi,
seeing the Lord hath testified against me, and the Almighty hath
afflicted me?" In thought she said the same as Jacob, when God
was working out his good, "All these things are against me." Not
one single thing was against J acob-was it ? Not one! They were
<tll working out God's purpose and plan with regard to the old
l~atdriarch. d Tlhese affiictibo?s thlat ~ahd hcomebuponllNahomi, shh~ thought
{Jowas ea ing very Itter y Wit
er, ut a t ese t 1l1gs were
working together for her good. Look again; the scene changes, and
the Holy Spirit has designedly pointed OLlt the time when Naomi
arrived in the village of Bethlehem. Ah, dear friends, in these
days when people despise God's Word, let us study it very, very
carefully, and let us weigh the words-the chapter closes
with these words, " And they came to Bethlehem in the
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beginning of barley harvest," which stamps the time that turns
all the after history of Ruth and Naomi. God's hand is in it. She
comes ·not a day too soon, not a day behind. vYe see in that short
sentence, "She came in the time of barley harvest," God's leading.
Then we are introduced into the home of Boaz-a beautiful figure
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Boaz means, "In him is strength," " I have
laid help upon One that is mighty;" a wonderful picture of our great
Boaz, Jesus Christ, in whom is strength, the Strong One, made strong
for the deliverance of His people, for the salvation of His people.
Boaz, in whom is strength, is the one who is to be the salvation of
Ruth and Naomi. The next day, or soon after, we read, "Her hap
was as she went to light on a field belonging to Boaz." Nothing
happens by chance; we think so. She goes out, her mother-in-law
had not directed her; she goes out to glean in the field, and the
Holy Spirit has just pointed her as, It so happened-not by chance,
o no; we think so, but" these things are written for our learning,
that we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have
hope." There are no contingencies iu the life and history of God's
people. God has planned out all, and so arranged that the cogwheels of life work one within another without jar or friction. God
has arranged it all for us in His wonderful love and mercy.
Now notice: she lights upon a field belonging to Boaz; she gle3,ns
after the reapers. Boaz takes knowledge of her, and mark what a
gracious invitation Boaz gives to her. It seems as if the Divine blessing rested upon the head of this impoverished woman. "The Lord
recompense thy work, and a full reward be given thee of the Loru
God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to trust." May we be
found trusting under the wings of the Lord God of Israel. Clouds
may.be very dark for us now, days may be very gloomy for many of
God's Naomis and many of God's Ruths-they mll.Y be writing
bitter things against themselves, they may be saying, as Naomi, "Do
not call me Naomi, but Marah, for the Lord is dealing very bitterly
with me." But there is a recompense for everyone that is come to
trust under the wings of the Lord God of Israel. Oh, may God gi've
us faith to look forward to that time when the Lord Jesus Christ
Himself will be the recompense of everyone of His people. Ruth,
in the evening, returns home with her lap full, and when she shows
what she had gleaned, Naomi is surprised. "Whence comest thou, my
daughter 1" "Where hast thou gleaned to-day 1" And she unfolds to
Naomi, her mother-in-law, where she had gleaned. 'Vhat a contrast!
Life is made up of contrasts. Just a few days before, or the day previously,
Naomi said, "Call me not Naomi, but Marah, for the Lord hath
·dealt very bitterly with me." N 01V look what she says here, "And
Naomi said unto her daughter-in-law, Blessed be he of the Lord,
who hath not left off his kindness to the living and the dead.
And Naomi said unto her, The man is near of kin unto us, one of
our next kinsmen." Compare this with the 2nd Hebrews, we have some
very precious Gospel truths there; we read there, "For both He
.that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one, for
\vhich cause He is not ashamed to call them brethren." Then we have
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three quotations given from the Old Testament, and all is applied
to the Lord Jesus Christ, "Saying, I will declare Thy name unto
My brethren "-breth1'en " the Lord Jesus Christ will declare the
Name of His Father to everyone of His brethren. The Scriptures
of truth say so. Here is a quotation the Apostle Paul gives us in
connecti.m with the Lord Jesus Christ, "In the midst of the Church
will I sing praise unto Thee." One of the most precious truths
that have been given with refreshing power to my heart in the
last twelve months, is that everything that is said about God's
people is said of the Lord Jesus Christ,; to realize more and more
that the Lord Jesus Christ, as Head, has prayed for me, to realize more
and more that the Lord Jesus Christ, as the Head of His mystical
body, has given thanks for me. The next quotation, "And again, I
will put my trust in Him." Who is it 1 It is the Lord Jesus
Christ, Oh, if you and I could but grasp fully the depth, height,
length, and breadth of this quotation, the Lord Jesus Christ saying,
"I have put My trust in Him"! The Head trusting God the Father.
If my Head trusts, then every member, even to the lowest member
ef my body, has a participation in that trust. :JIy friends, doubting
children of God, here is a foundation, if God the Holy Spirit enable
you to rest upon, will give you comfort in your darkest hours, will
give you comfort when you feel you have not one iota or spark of
faith left in you, the Lord Jesus Christ, the Head, trusts God.
In the 3rd of Romans we have that wonderful verse, "Who is just,
and the justifier of him that believeth in Jesus." The Greek is,
"The just and the justifier of him which is of the faith of Jesus."
Oh, with what power, the other day, I felt that in the 5th Romans,
"The love of God which is shed abroad in your hearts by the
Holy Ghost," poured out in your heart,-the love of God, not your
love, but the love of God shed abroad in your hearts by the powel'
of the Holy Spirit. If I have one spark of love towards God, it
is His love in me going back to Him. If I have one spark of
trust, faith, or confidence in God, it is the faith, the trust, the
confidence of the Head running t,hrough every member of that
mystical body. What a precious truth! If you and I have faith
as small as a grain of mustard seed, it is divine faith, that faith
which Jesus Christ had. God, in His infinite mercy, grace, and
wisdom, knows exactly what we require, and so gives us the gift
of grace out of the fulness which is in Christ Jesus. "And again,
Behold I and the children which God hath given :JIe. Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also
Himself took part of the same; that through death He might,
destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil," and so on.
He "took part of the same "-our kinsman Boaz. Oh, what a
revelation that was to poor Naomi and poverty-stricken Ruth, that,
there was one who had strength, who was a wealthy man, who was
a powerful and influential man, Boaz. "He is near of kin to us."
Once again the scene changes, in that poverty-striken home light
has commenced to dawn, light from heaven has commenced to,
burst, and Naomi in full confidence said, "My daughter, shall I not.
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seek rest for thee 1" Everv true minister of God desires to seek
I'est for God's people. May" God, in His infinite love and mercy, by
His Holy Spirit, give rest to-night to some poor souls burdened with
sin, when they know what a Kinsman they have in the Lord Jesus
Christ, one powerful to save, one mighty to save. May that rest,
Divine rest, be breathed into some heart to-night, for the honour
<:tnd glory of Jesus Christ. " My daughter, shall I not seek rest for
thee 7" One word in regard to Ruth j never allow one thought to
cross your mind as to doubt the purity of the life of this woman.
She goes at night, according to the instrnction of Naomi, and lies
down at the feet of Boaz, and takes his skirt and draws it over her,
<:tnd she prays and asks that Boaz would spread his skirt over his
handmaid, "for I am near of kin to thee." If you turn to the 16th Ezekiel
you have there a wonderful picture of the poor outcast soul and
the Lord Jesus Christ covering him with His skirt.
It was the
time of love. He found him fOt'Saken, destitute, and rejected, and
in passing by, he spread His skirt over him.
"He was made sin
for us who knew no sin, that we might become the righteousness of
God in Him," clothed with the righteousness of Jesus Christ.
And when she returned in the morning Naomi says to her, "Sit
still, my daughter, until thou know how the matter will fall, for the
man will not be in rest until he have finished the thing this day."
"Sit still." There are three attitudes for the child of God which
<:t1'e the hardest attitudes for us to learn: "Stand still, and see the
salvation of the Lord." "Sit still," in quietness and confidence, for
this is your strength j and the 46th Psalm, c. Be still, and know that I am
God." Oh that some burdened soul might be still to-night by Divine
power, and realize this precious truth, that Jesus Christ, who, by the
power of His Holy Spirit, has commenced to work in the soul, will
not be in rest, will not leave the matter, until He accomplish it to His
He who hath commenced the good work in
honour and glory.
you will carry it on.
But to come to a close: you are all familiar with how Boaz takes
Ruth, and you notice the purpose God the Holy Spirit has in recording
this wonderful history. It is one of the links in the chain of yout'
salvation and mine. Is it not wonderfu17 God goes down to the
land of Moab, and picks out the poor ontcast of the land of Moab,
<:tnd brings her in, and links her on to the chain of Divine salvation,
for she becomes an ancestor of David, and so is the link in the chain
from which Jesus Christ comes into this world! My friends, we
have here the wonderful way in which God works, the wonderful
story of salvation to a poor sinner, the "'onderful experience of a
child of God. Naomi-out of the blackness, darkness, trials and
difficulties of life- God brings her back to her land and blesses her
there. So that all the trials, all the difficulties, all the perplexities,
<:tnd all the sorro\VS through which she passed, they were all things
working out for her a far more exceeding weight of glory.
Now to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit
be ascribed all might, majesty, and dominion, henceforth and for ever.
Amen.
2 Q
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. WILLIAM IWMAINE, M.A.
THE re-production in these pages of the portraits and biographies of
various leading Evangelical witnesses, whom God raised up in England
during the latter half of the Eighteenth Century, marks a new,
and, we prayerfully hope, a spiritually profitable departure in the
history of the venerable GOSPEL MAGAZINE. The idea, free from the·
charge of morbid hero-worship, is the expression of a knowledge that
our readers value experimentally the distinctive Gospel verities for
which those holy and gifted men contended with pre-eminent
success. To study the lives and labours of faithful men of God is
a "means of grace," rich in edification, and stimulating in its
healthful effects on the soul. What, it may be asked, is the eleventh
chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews if it be not a gallery of holy
portraits and sacred records of men and women whose faith we do
well to follow, and whose testimony was divinely designed to stir us up
to labour and suffer for Christ in later ages? Indeed, we are bidden
to "consider" the end of the" conversation" of those who have spoken
the 'Word of God, and to trace in it "Jesus Christ, the same yesterday,
to·day, and for ever." Few studies, of their kind, are more profitable
and instructive than that of investigating and interpreting "the
footsteps of the flock," as saith the Prophet, "Stand ye in the way,
and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk
therein; and ye shall find rest for your souls." The service and
suflerings in the past of those who thron~'h faith and patience now
inherit the promises constitute a rich legacy of spiritual knowledge
for which the pilgrim people of God to-day cannot be too grateful.
Nor is it important in what age God's worthies bear their devoted
witness to the precious truth of the Word. The work of the
Holy Ghost is the same in all ages, thus proving that the endlessly
various conditions under which the one Church of God may be found
offer no hindrance to the outflow of His love and grace, and that
the saints possess a common heritage of affliction and consolation, of
conflict and victory, of discipline and prosperity.
About those valiant soldiers and servants of the Lord Jesus Christ
in England whom He raised up and qualified to revive the knowledge
and love of the truth in that cold, dreary, dead period to which
reference has already been made, there is somet.hing singukrly
attractive to the Evangelical mind, a century and a-half later. The
great Evangelical Revival, which may be roughly dated from about
the year 1740, gradually diffused its divine light throughout the
land. The dogmatic preaching of the pure Gospel of the "oYereign
grace of God, with a corresponding insistence on the necessity of the
new birth, and the sanctifying operations of the Holy Spirit, was the
sole means of awakening the Churches, of bringing the ungodly masses
to repentance and faith, and of calling forth that missionary spirit
which to-day is taken to be the best test of spiritual life among all
denominations of Christians. "The Lord gave the Word: great was
the company of the preachers." The pioneers and principal instruments
of the Evangelical Renaissance were men full of the Holy Ghost,
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THE REV. WILLlAM ROMAINE, A. M.
Reproducedfrolll an Engraving which appeared in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
February, 1774.
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mighty in the Scriptures, and fervent in prayer, whose lives of piety
and self-sacrifice adorned the doctrines of grace which they eloquently
and fearlessly proclaimed. These men, in many cases, were acted
upon by the Spirit independently of one another, and in different
parts of the country, about the same time. The labours of WHITEFIELD and the W'ESLEYS are often credited with originating and afterwards mainly contributing to the influence of the revival of spiritual
religion in this land in the Eighteenth Century. We venture, however, to observe that it can be fairly proved by specific cases of
conversion that the Spirit of life, through the Holy Scriptures, taught
and qualified witnesses for the Truth independently of those agencies;
so that the Evangelical :Movement was divinely preserved from the
danger of being identified with a few human instruments and names"
while it was shown to be due to the sovereign operations of the Great
Head of the one Church. A few names may be given in illustration
of the fact which we would emphasize. First, the case of WILLIAM
GRIMSHAW, educated at Christ's College, Cambridge, may be cited.
His spiritual enlightenment was contemporaneous with, if it did not,
indeed, precede that of the WESLEYS. And after he had been engaged
for some time in proclaiming the great truths of the Gospel, "he was an
entire stranger," we learn, "to the people called Methodists." The
Rev. HENRY VENN'S ca1!e was similar. The Memoir of that faithful
clergyman (who was born in 1724) informs us that his cordial
acceptance of the doctrines of grace" was not to be ascribed to intercourse with others; it was the steady progress of his mind in consequence of a faithful and diligent applillation to the Holy Scriptures,
unbiassed by an attachment to human systems. It was not till some
years afterwards that he became acquainted with any of those preachers
who are known by the name of Evangelical; though his own views
now agreed with theirs, and were strictly, and in a proper sense,
Evangelical; that is, in conformity with the motives and hopes held
out to us in the Gospel of Christ." The ltev. RICHARD CONYERS,
College contemporary of HENRY VENN'S, seems also to have been led
independently, by the diligent study of the Word, into the full light
of Gospel truth. The Rev. JOHN BERRIDGE, born in 1716, within a
few years of \'VHITEFIELD, \'VESLEY, GRIMSHAW, ROMAINE. and ROWLANDS,
furnishes another instance of holY the Spirit wrought on the chosen
instruments of the Revival, quite apart from association with the
WESLEYS.
But the spiritual experience of the Rev. WILLIAM ROMAINE, whose
portrait we reproduce from the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, for February, 1774,*
is one of the most forcible examples of how freely the Spirit operated
on the souls of those gracious men who restored to the pulpits of
the Church of England the glorious Gospel of salvation in an age
when Arianism, Arminianism, and dry ethical teaching had usurped
its place. Whenever it pleases the Lord to "work," instruments to
do His pleasure are readily raised up. Infinite resources are at His
• The portrait appears in the
panied by a biography.
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command. He is able to raise the dead, whether it concern the
quickening of a solitary sinner, or an exceeding great army. So
that when a hundred and sixty years ago, His time had fully come,
and He required a powerful band of witnesses for His truth in
England, there were called forth from their spiritual graves large
numbers of deeply-taught heralds of the Gospel of Christ and a widespread revival of experimental religion ensued. The name of ·WILLI.A~[
RmIA[NF. will always rank high in the list of those bright and
shining lights. He was born at Hartlepool, Durham, September 25th,
1714, the same year as 'iVHITEFIELD. He came of a Protestant. and
Evangelical E.tock, his father being one of the French Protestants
who fled to our shores for safety after the cruel revocation of the
edict of Nantes. He settled at Hartlepool, as a corn merchant, and
prospered in business, bringing up a family of two sons and three
daughters, and entering his rest at the ripe age of eighty-five.
There seems little reason to rloubt that VVILLIA~[ was very early
made the subject of the Spirit's renewing grace. The seeds of life
eternal were certainly sown while yet he lived under the parental roof.
RmlAIKE himself so believed, and in a letter to a friend when he
was seventy years old, he uses the following expressions, "Mr.
WHITEFIELD used often to put me in mind how singularly favoured
I was. He had none of his family converted; while my father,
mother, and three sisters were like those blessed people of whom it
is written, 'Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Ln,zarus.' And
as they loved Him again so do we." At the age of ten WILLI.A~[
was sent to a well-known grammar school at Houghton-le-Spring, in
the county of Durham, founded by "the Apostle of the North "-the famous BERNARD GILPIN-at the time of the Reformn,tion. Seven
years later the youth proceeded to Oxford, where he acquired a marvellous amount of learning, graduating M.A. in 1737. He was a
hard reader, and obtained a high reputation in his University as a
man of ability. Being observed, on one occasion, by a yisitor at
Oxford, to be somewhat indifferently attired, a question was put as
to his identity, when a Mastel' of one of the Colleges replied, "That
slovenly person, as you call him, is one of the greatest geniuses of
the age, and is likely to be one of the greatest men in the kingdom." The late BISHOP RYLE, referring to that period of Rm[AINE'S
lile, remarks :-" There -can be no doubt that RmlAIKE left Oxford a
thorough scholar and a well-read man. His worst enemies in afterlife could never lay to his charge that be was 'unlearned and
ignorant.' They might dislike his doctrinal views, but they could never
de':!y tbat in any matter of Hebrew, Greek, or Latin criticism, hir;
opinion was entitled to respect." At Oxford, he does not appeal' to
have been associated with the WESLEYS, VVHITEFIELD, I::-wHAM, and
otbers who about that time were initiating the so-called" Methodist"
movement-a point of considerable interest. He had been "called
alone," and like Abraham he went forth, by faith, whithersoever
the Lord would lead Him. He was ordained Deacon at Hereford,
in 1736, taking full Orders two years later, and from the very
beginning of his honoured ministry he set forth with decision and

·The Gospel Magazine.

541

unction the Gospel of the free and sovereign grace of God. As one'
has truthfully said of him, "From the very first he was a wellinstructed divine, and, unlike many clergymen, had nothing to
unlearn after he was ordained." His ministry commenced at Loe
Trenchard, Devonshire, where he held a curacy for a short time.
The Hon. and Rey. IV. B. CADOOAX, whose" Life" of Mr. RmIAINE
we have consulted, says: "In the year following, he was resident at
Epsom, in Surrey, as appears by a letter, dated from that place,
October 4th, 1738, alld written to Mr. WARBURTON, upon the publication of his first vol ume of the [mischievous] Divine Legation Qf
~Moses.'"
His title to full Orders, sa.ys his biographer and contemporary, probably carried with it a title to the curacy of Banstead,
in Surrey, which he served for several years. At Banstead he
prepared for the press a llew edition of the Hebrew Concordance
and Lexicon of M.illlUS DE CALASIO, in foul' large volumes-a colossal
work, whir.h engaged him for no less than seven yearf';. At Banstead,
he became acquainted with Sir DANIEL LAMBERT, an Alderman of
the City of London, possessing a country seat there, who, when he
was elected Lord Mayor, chose Mr. RmIATKE for his Chaplain. This
was in the. year 1741. A door of utterance was thus opened for
the learned and faithful young preacher to occupy the pulpit of St.
Paul's Cathedral. The sermon-on Homans ii. 14, 15-was afterwards
published, under the title, No Justification by the Law of Nature.
CADOGAN says of this discourse, "We discov3r in it the reasoning
of a logical head, the writing of a classical pen, the religion of a
believing heart, and the preaching of a sound divine. . .. Let the
author of this discourse be considered as having attained only to
the age of twenty-seven years, and he may be thought to have
discovered in it a maturity of judgment, a proficiency of reading,
meditation, and doctrine, to which few in so early a period of life
have attained." Into his learned contention with the renowned
Deistic author of The Divine Legation of J1{08e8 we do not propose·
to enter. Mr. RmIAINE was less a religious controversialist (though
his exceptional intellectual qualities and mature scholarship eminently
qualified him for such engagements) than an arJle expositor of theWord, a teacher of the deeper things of God, and an expert
shepherd of bouls.
The main scene of Mr. ROMAIKE'S life-ministry was ordained to be
the Metropolis, where, through a long course of years he enjoyed the·
singular privilege of preaching a full Gospel to enormous congregations,.
comprising all classes of society. His pulpit labours were unceasing.
At various periods he held the lectureship of St. Botolph, Billingsgate,
that of St. Dunstan's-in-the-West, the preachership of St. George's,
Hanover Square, the morning preachership of St. Olave's, Southwark,
the morning preachership at St. Bartholomew's, Smithfield, and
subsequently the Rectory of the united parishes of St. Andrew-by-theWardrobe, and St. Ann, Blackfriars. He not infrequently preached
before the University of Oxford, several of these sermops being
afterwards published. He was in great request as a pulpit advocate
for various charities, large congregations and liberal collections being
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insured whenever he proclaimed the pure Gospel of the Lord Jesus
Christ, with all boldness and fulness. He was conscientiously attached
to the Reformed Church of England, and its Scriptural Articles and
Formularies found in him a powerful advocate and defender. He was
a man of fervent prayer, and earnestly encouraged prayer in others.
This habit of his may be illustrated by the fact that in 1757 he
published a small treatise, An em'nest Invitation to the Friends of the
Established Church to join with several of thei1' BnthTen, Ole1-gy, and
Laity, in London, in setting apaTt one hmtT of eveTy week fa'!' Prayer
and Supplication during these T1'Oublous Times. This tract he reprinted
in 1779, and again in 1795, a few months before his death. When
entering on his pastoral work at Blackfriars, in 1766, he touchingly
expressed his deep sense of personal insufficiency, and wrote :-" My
friends are rejoicing all around me, wishing me that joy which I
cannot take. It is my Master's will, and I submit. He knows what
is best both for His own glory, and His people's good; and I am
certain He makes no mistakes in either of these points, but my head
hangs down upon the occasion, through the awful apprehensions which
I ever had of the care of souls. I am frightened to think of watching
·over two or three thousand, when it is work enough to watch over one.
'The plague of my own heart almost wearies me to death; what can
I do with so vast a numbed" His preaching was in thorough accord
with this lowly estimate. It was profoundly experimental-though
ever definite, dogmatic, doctrinal-and "the poor of the flock" of
-Christ found in his discourses a feast of fat things and wine well
Tefined on the lees.
The whole works of Mr. ROMAINE, comprising eight volumes, were
published in 1796-the year after his death-and they constitute a
truly rich spiritual treasury. His pen and his life were alike sanctified
and gifted by the Holy Spirit. The gem of his writings is the threefold
treatise entitled, The Life of Faith-the Walk of Faith-The Triump71
of Faith. Published originally by hilllself as separate volumes in 1763,
1771, and 1794, these precious compositions have for the past century
maintained a high place in the esteem of the Churches of God. Such
distinctly Evangelical teaching is now-a-days rarely heard from our
'Pulpits or issued from the press. There are a savour, sweetness, and
power about those Christ-exalting pages such as win a spiritual mind,
and meet with a joyful response from" the new man" in the believer.
Mr. ROMAINE was beloved of all good men, and he lived to see their
number greatly multiplied by the great Head of the Church. Some
idea of the rapid increase which took place in the number of
Evangelical ministers may be formed by the fact that, "when Mr.
ROMAINE began his course, he could only reckon up as many as six or
seven who were like-minded with himself; in a few years it was
increased to tens, and before he died (1795) there were about five
hundred whom he regarded as fellow-labourers with himself in Word
and doctrine." So wrote the late Rev. PREBENDARY VENN, in the
"Life of the Rev. Hem'Y Venn, of Huddersfield," an eminent contemporary of Mr. ROMAINE.
In the ranks of these devoted men of God the RECTOR of St. Ann's,
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Blackfriars, occupied a foremost place. As BISHOP RYLE has remarked,
"RO~IAn\E became a rallying point for all London who loved
Evangelical truth in the Church of England." To chronicle all the
pl;incipal events of his life during his twenty-nine years at Blackfriars
.is here impossible. Preaching, visiting, writing for the Press, or
'Corresponding with the many seeking his spiritual advice, engaged
nearly all his time to his life's end. This constant pressure on his
time and powers bred in him a disposition to be somewhat curt; in his
manner, which unkindly critics put, down to other and less creditable
oeauses. But he was a man of tender conscience, and many instances
are recorded of Lis sorrow when a hasty expression caused pain, or
,reflected on the truth he dearly loved. Not the least valuable legacy
we inherit from his pen is a collection of 274 of his precious letters
to Christian friends. They furnish a rich repertory of Bible truth
.and Christian experience, while beautifully illnstrating the amenities of
:social intercourse as sanctified by the Spirit of grace.
These
detters also serve as records of ROMAIKE'S pulpit ministrations in
the provinces. Among his annual holiday resorts we find frequent
mention made of Brislington, a suburb of Bristol, and many of his
.letters express affectionate regard for the family of Mr. IRELAND, a
'warm-hearted patron of the Evangelical cause, whose descendants of
to-day, resident at Brislington, adhere to "the old paths." RmIAINE'S
visits to Bristol were closely associated with the pUlpit of the church
·of St. Mary-le-Port. For several weeks at a time he would take
,charge of the truth-loving flock meeting in that venerable building,
the Rev. WILLIAM TANDEY, who ministered in the parish from 1784
to 1799, being a dearly-loved friend of the RECTOR of Blackfriars.
From a funeral sermon preached in Bristol by the Rev. T. T. BIDDULPH,
~m the death of Mr. TA:-IDEY, in 1832, several incidents relating to Mr.
ROMAIKE'S connection with St. Mary-le-Port are mentioned. Thus, it
is stated that" on the 26th of September, 1787, Mr. RmIAIKE opened
"the Wednesday morning lecture at St. Mary-le-Port, which, on Mr.
'TANDEY'S removal to this church, was transferred hither also." Again,
Mr. TANDEY'S "acquaintance with the venerable W'ILLIAM ROMAIKE,
cand the high estimation in which hp, held that great man, had intro-duced Mr. TAKDEY to the Hutchinsonian school/' from which, mixed
,.as the lessons of that school v. ere, in these men, with spiritual and
-experimental views of Divine Truth, t.heir preaching derived much of
its spiritually aromatic flavour."
'1'he following letter from Mr.
ROMAINE to his much esteemed brother, the l'vlinister of Mary-lePort (dated" Southampton, October 17, 1785"), is interesting :-" My
.. JOHN HuTCllIXSOX, who lived and wrote early in t.he Eighteenth Century,
was a philosopher and naturalist, who maintained that the Hebrew Scriptures
embraced a complete system of natural philosophy as well as of religion. He
laid especial stress on the typical sense, and held. tlmt all parts of the character
.and work of Christ are symbolized in the Old Testament. His valuable works
were collected and edited in 1748, by the Rey. JULIUS BA'l'I~, an uncle, if we
mistake not, of AUGUSTUS TOPLAD,'S, whose mother was CATHARI~E BATE.
Several eminent divines and Christian scholars have favoured the opinions of
HUTCHINSON, among them BISHOP HORXE and the learned Orientalist, PARK. \
HURST.
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DEAR Mr. TANDEy,--I heard a dying friend of mille exhorting a
minister who came to sec him, 'Preach Christ, sir, preach Christ.
Yon cannot preach too mu"h, nor ex~alt Him any way equal to lchat He is;
fo), His name alone is excellent, and His praise above heat'en and ea?'fh.'
I thank God that yon do preach Him, and I pray God that you ma}do it better every day. How unfit were you once! [Through delicate
health.- ED.] Remember to use the strength He gives. Neglect no
opportunity. He can soon lay yon by again. Therefore exert yourself in magnifying Him; and doubt not that He will give you both
strength and success, as will be most for His o\\'n glory and for yonr
good. Take me for an example. Consider my years. -What a miracle
of love! Yesterday morning I was able to preach and assist at the
Sacrament, and in the afternoon to read prayers and preach again, to·
very crowded congregations. This morning I am quite well, and fit
to go to my delightful work again.
Blessings on that dear, dear
Jesns, who loadeth me with seventy years' mercies, and has said to·
me by the montil of His holy Prophet (and I believe Him), Isais:h
xlvi. 3, 4. Mr. TAKDEY, trust Him and be not afraid. Look at Him.
Read what He promises, and give Him full credit. He will be better
to you than you can even think. The bearer of this will inform yon
of the state of our friends here, so as to make you thankful for them.
Mrs. R. wishes to be remembered in your prayers, as does- 'V-. IL'"
Writing to his :Mary-Ie-Port friend on another occasion, he says : "My DEAR MR, TANDEY,-Grace and peace be multiplied unto you;
for they are yours. And you are welcome to more. You will
honour the free Giver by coming to Him for fresh grace, and for
more grace. Go to Him as I come to you. I have no doubt of your
readiness to grant my requests, and you can have no reason to doubt
of His to grant yow·s. I cannot be answered but by you--therefore
I come. Go to Him in the same spirit." And yet another gem from
his hand to the same favoured recipient :-" My DEAR BROTHER,-Om'
Lord knows best what to do with you. He keeps you in the furnace.
It is His will. He means you good. When you have no dross He win
not use the furnace any longer. :May He help you to profit by this.
purging season."
These letters and others which do not appear in the collection of
his correspondence usually published with his "complete works," are
so precious in themselves, and so truly characteristic of gracious Mr.
RmfAINE, that we feel indisposed to withhold the following loving
communications to his much-exercised brother at Bristol. We thus
decide, though it will necessitate onr deferring to next month's issue
the concluding portion of this memoir.
"To the Rev.

''{Jlf.

TAXDEY.

"Jan. 27, 1784.
"DEAR SIR,-I observe your complaints. I should tremble for you
were you delivered from them. The sight and sense of which you
complain are from God. The application is not from Him. You feel
sin: that is right; but it ~hould lead you to J estls. You feeL
remaining sin: still His blood has almighty virtue to pardon and to

The Gospel Magazine.

545

subdue. Your duties do not please yourself. I am glad of it. 'Woe
bo to you when you take any delight in your own doings. But you
pray so badly. The best prayer that ever was made was made by
Him who had the least dependance on it. Much perfume from the
Mediator must make acceptable your person, and all your duties. My
dear sir, you must be content to be what you feel yourself to be-a
poor sinner saved by J esus-a helpless creature saved by the arm of
Jesus-and one who, without Christ, can do nothing, presenting
himself and his duties for acceptance in the BelaYed. I havo often
heard you with delight, not to yourself, but to me, give real evidence
of the truth of graco, and also of the power of it. J\Illch I have to
say, and, if you provoke me, may say it, against Mr. 'fA)iDEY and for
Jesus Christ. But I now conclLlde. Pray for
"\VILLIA).[ HmIAI)1E."
What holy wisdom and sanctified wit sparkle forth from the pen of
the dear man of God when thus seeking to rally his tempted, desponding brother! Again:"~Yor. 12, 1787.
"My DEAR BROTHER,-I have Illany reasons for troubling you with this
note. First and chiefly-What is become of my good friends ~ At
Heading I waited in hopes of seeing tl18m. Since I came home I have
made daily inqLliry, but in vain. Inform me, that I m,,,y know what
I have to pray for concerning them; for, wherever they are, I am sure
they want my Master's directions, and His servant's prayers. In the
next place, I call ulJon you to admire and to adore the love of our
J eSlls. What oannot Ho do 1 How is it that Mr. TA)1DEY has preaohed
the Wednesday lecture [at Mary-le-Port Church] ever since I began it
[there]? Surely it is our Lord's doing; and may it be very marvellous
in your eyes. My good brother, thank Him, bless Him, and sti11
trust Him. Hide not what He has done for you. Creep up, if yOIl
cannot run up, into the lJulpit, and speak a word for Him who' giveth
power to the faint, and to them that have no might increaseth strength.'
You will find it your best time when you have least to look to and trust
in of your own. Prepare, pray in your chamber; pray in the pulpit;
but make the Spirit of Jesus your one hope for matter and for suocess.
Then all will be well, and your crazy body will be a motive rather than
a discouragement.
"I am, in our gracious Lord,
,. Your "friend and brother,
"WILLIA11 ItOMAI~E."
(To be concluded next month.)

HE who prays for faith, or for the increase of faith in God's Word,
honours the truth; and the God of truth will honour him.-TY. Mason.
CHRIST hath suitable cordials for His people; if men frown He hath
smiles, if men disgraoe He hath honours; if you lose perislling riohes,
He hath durable, unsearchable riches. 'Whatsoever yOll suffer loss in,
He will make it np.
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PRIMITIVE SIMPLICITY AND MODERN SACERDOTALISM.
BEING AN EXTRACT FROM A PAPER READ BY MR. JOHN ELLIOTT
AT THE

1870

CHURCH CONGRESS.

THE united testimony of Christ and His sealed twelve is, that all caste
distinctions are abolished, and the outward service of family worship
substituted for the old sacerdotal ritual. The primitive Christians
proved how they understood this, by invariably rejecting temples, and
using basilicas, or meeting halls, exact copies of the public town halls
Qf the Greek or Roman freemen. The little platform, edged with its
railing, or "cancelli," at the end of the room, was the president's seat
in the civil basilica, the Bishop's or Elder's seat in the church basilica.
The free and easy Roman "plebs" of a former age nicknamed the
platform and the president" cancelli," as the shortest way of describing
the chairman and his raised seat, thus originating in all the languages
of Europe the term "chancellor" and "chancel." He showed the
practice of the primitive Christians, and said, for full five hundred years
the communion table stood in the centre of the Church in the midst
of the people. As it was a rank absurdity to Jew or Pagan to think
Qf a sacerdotal office without a material sacrifice, the subtle temptation
to become priests to the people in a material sense, instead of with
them in a spiritual sense, was accompanied by the equally subtle propensity to materialize the spiritual nature of the Lord's Supper, in
Qrder to obtain the requisite material sacrifice. The principle of
arrangement in the medimval churches is thus in direct antagonism
to that observed in all the primitive churches erected before the
ninth century, and after that period the discrepancy was thus so
great, that the necessity of falsifying these old witnesses to the truth
led to the alterations subsequently made in them. No screen, Yirgin
Mary niche, altar, saint chapel, or anyone single thing or feature
significant of sacerdotalisni ever existed, as part of its original construction, in any church erected before the ninth century.
To
accommodate the idolised wafer, the chancels were wholly changed
from their original use, and were lengthened and scrcened to make a
mock holy of holies. It stands as an additional fact in the evidence
from antiquities that the primitive Christians, who had no previous
conception of religion save as connected ,l"ith temples and altars, and
sacerdotal officers in priestly vestments, wrenched themselves off from
one and all of these things, of which perhaps the most difficult to
relinquish was the official dress for church officers. That ministers
appcared in church in the same dress as out of it, and that the ordinary
civil garment of the day, is conclusively proved by the names and
shapes of what are now called "vestments," which only became distinctive to ministers by the people adopting newer fashions. The
"pall," from pallium, was a woollen comforter, the cope was simply
a cape for wet weather, the "chasuble" bears witness that many of
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the first ministers were rustics who officiated in a smock frock, known
by its pet name of " my little house," the meaning of "chasuble," and
the "alb," which is slang Italian for a white shirt, testifies to the
very ancient custom in Italy of appearing in public in such a
garment, as the only one above the w9,ist, the "dalmatica," was
simply a shirt with long sleeves; the rochet was the bishop's hunting coat, and the cymar or chimere the satin scarf of his lady. It
is very singular that ancient precedents should thus condemn men
who aspire to sace:rdotal offices to appear with labels on their backs
ticketing them as perfect cures for any such pretensions. It is
€qually pitiable to notice that all their fixtures, either in name, or
shape, or origin, arf' in the most ludicrous antagonism to the
purposes to which they are applied. - Thus, wanting a vessel to
receive what they call "spare blood," they have got a "piscina," a
basin to receive water; desiring an altar, they have copied a stone
tomb; wanting to make a great distinction between the bread
before and after consecration, they adopted a credence table, from
"credenza," a butler's buffet or plate sideboard; above all things,
needing a "holy of holies," they had to make it out of a platform,
or chancel (the slang Latin name for it), and are thus reduced to
the necessity of ringing the changes with chancel, or holy of holies,
bema (the direct Greek word for a platform), or sanctuary. And
then, most deplorable fact of all, obliged to invent a material
sacrifice, to justify the pretension of being priests to the people,
they present visible and tangible and tasteable bread as really
converted into flesh by their incantation, utterly unmindful of
Christ's explanation that His words on this point were" spirit," and
despising His warning that "the letter killeth"; that is, that anyone daring to materialise such a plainly spiritual truth as the
institution of the Lord's Supper died to Christianity. There is thus
not one single point to be found in the whole range of real "church
antiquities" which favours priestly pretensions, or a sacerdotal ritual.
God Himself designed the temple in all its minute details-made it,
in fact, the illustrated horn hook of religion, which the child can
read and the man must.
It embodies in type and symbol the whole
Christian system, prototypes each Christian, and is thus the grandest
and greatest of Christian antiquities. The whole wondrous story of
man's fall and re-edification has been told in the language of
architecture, used throughout the Bible with such unerring technical
accuracy, that every word is individualised as a distinct witness to
the truth. The Scripture writers credit their readers with a knowledge of this fact, and pass from builders' idioms to direct speech,
without pause or comment.
Under the first assault from Satan,
Adam, the human temple, falls. To re-edify the ruined house, man,
the "Wise Master Builder," who carries out all the designs of the
great Architect of the universe, comes on earth as the son of a humble
builder, to carry out the plan of salvation of his heavenly Father,
by doing "His work on earth as it is done in heaven." He thus
builds himself up into a perfect temple, becomes the chief corner
stone in the restored temple of humanity, whose walls of
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salvation he bases on His Divine nature, and thus by His· perfect
obedience in life, His sacrifice unto death, and His glorious resurrection, becomes the" rock of our salvation." A sacerdotal caste and
ritual, as a preparatory type, were t4us of Divine origin, part of man's
punishment and the proof of his degradation.
When the "It is
finished" left the lips of Christ upon the cross, "the veil of
the temple was rent in twain," the way into the actual presence of
God, the only true Holy of Holies, was made clear; the fiat was issued
that not one stone should remain upon another of the material house,
for from henceforth" God dwelleth not in temples made with hands."
With the abolition of caste there was an end to the ritual of caste.
If a Christian is a "living; temple," it follows that each man is a
complete Church in himself, with every possible and needful ritual
requisite within him, and that at the gathering together of the two
or three such temples, constituting" the Church that is in every house,"
the only lawful outward setvice acceptable to God is the giving
expression to the only acceptable inward service, and thus the worship
of such private family or Church needs but expansion to fit the more
public family or Church. Christ explained to His disciples the meaning
of the old prophecies, types, and symbols in their application to
His nature, work, and office, and then, to test their appreciation of
His lessons, asks them all, "And whom say ye that I am 7" to which
the warm-hearted, erring, and repenting Peter instantly replied,
"Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God." St. John tells us
that "whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God
dwelleth in him, and he in God." In temple language this means
that he becomes a living temple and a stone in the walls of salvation.
Peter was the first 1;0 realize that the Divine nature of Christ was the
rock of our salvation; therefore, to honour him as the first Christian
confessor, Christ goes on to say, speaking at the time in the Syriac
language, "Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona, for flesh and blood hath
not revealed it unto thee; henceforth thou shalt be called Cephas,"
which is by interpretation a " stone," and "on this rock," which Peter
had just declared Christ to be, "I will build My Church ;" that is, thou
shalt be called Christian, for being the first to "confess that Jesus is
the Christ." It is Peter who explains that all Christians are living
stones, or Peters (1 Peter ii. 5). It is utterly impossible to devise
words which more completely shut out the suspicion even that Peter
could be a rock, other than tho~e used by Christ. A Satanically false
rendering of those words, and a wrong rendering' of an old inscription
at Rome recently, says Mr. FRouDE, proved to have no reference
whatever to Peter, are the two lying assumptions on which the whole
Papal superstructure has been reared and its ritual established.
Anti-Christ, in the scriptural builders' language, mel.ns a false rock,
and thus, "the man of sin sitting in the temple of God," the visible
Church on earth, "sheweth himself that he is God "-that is, its rock.
Infallibility being the logical deduction from such a premiss, and the
claim of a worm of the earth to the incommunicable attribute of the
Almighty Father, having been allowed, the pronouncing of the "It
is finished" completed the awful mockery, and the "mystery 0f
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iniquity" stands revealed to men and angels.
The Bible placed
all Christians on the pinnacle of greatness; the means used to bring
them down, involved fal8ification of ancient writings, falsification of
ancient. churches, deliberate forgeries, and atrocious cruelties
inflicted on those who desired to' abide by the simplicity that is in
Christ. The object was to revive sacerdotalism, and it was illustrated by the invention of a ritual which makes gods of priests and
serfs of Christians, and utterly destroys that family ideal Christ
lived to effect and died to obtain.

M:ULTUM: IN PARVO.
THE work of the Palestine Exploration Fund, deeply interesting in
itself, is of invaluable service to the cause of Biblical truth and
accuracy. 'We note, from time to time, the discoveries made by
the explorers. ,Ve are glad to announce that the KING has
graciously conveyed to the President of the Fund his consent to
become Patron of the Fund, in suc('ession to her late Majesty
QUEEN VrCTORIA. Among the latest "finds" made in Palestine, is
a Hebrew inscription contained in an exceedingly curious mosaic.
The character is the Square Hebrew. The mosaic, which was
found last year at Kefr Kenna, in Galilee, is illustrated in the
pages of the July Quarterly Statement of the Fund, and a detailed
memoir of it, from the pen of Professor CLERi\IONT-GANNEAU, is
promised for the October issue to the Statement.-The official
l'eturns of the recent census in Galicia reveal the fact that this
province of Austria has 7,317,033 inhabitants, and that of this
number 4,660,416 can neither read nor write. A striking illustration this of the insincerity of the pretension made by Roman
Catholics that their Church is the friend of education.-A Melbourne
correspondent writes: "A lecture entitled 'The Coronation Oath
and Protestant Declaration' was given, under the auspices of the
Evangelical Church Association, by the Rev. DIGBY BERRY, in the
'fown Hall, Melbourne, on Tuesday, April 30th, and repeated by
request 011 Friday, May 24th. On both occasions the hall, which
seats 3,000 persons, was overcrowded, and thousands failed to gain
admission. Resolutions of a Protestant character were unanimously
carried at both meetings. At the second meetir.g the resolution
was as follows: 'That in the opinion of this meeting the surrender
of the King's Accession Oath, or of any part thereof, would be a
step tOlmrds the surrender of national Protestantism, which is the
safeguard and glory of the British Empire.' "-St. Aidan's College,
Liverpool, which was established as an Evangelical clerical school,
has been for some few years under a Principal of High Church
views, the Rev. E. ELltIER HARDI"G. Mr. HARDING has now been
appointed Principal of Lichfield·· Theological College, and his place
at St. Aidan's has been taken by a clergyman more in accord with
the old traditions of the place. The Council have unanimously
appointed t.he Rev. ARTHUR J. TAIT, who is a decided Evangelical,
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and was two years a tutor at the Church Missionary College at
Islington.
The new Principal is a son of Mr. MARTIN TAIT, a
lay Churchman who is well known in the London diocese.The Church Association has written a formal complaint to Mr. BALFOUR
against the Government's Ecclesiastical Appointments.
They draw
attention to the fact that notwithstanding the Resolution agreed to by
the House of Commons, in which it hoped "that Ministers of the
Crown will not recommend any clergyman for Ecclesiastical preferment
unless they are satisfied that he will loyally obey the Bishops and the
Prayer Book, and the law as declared by the Courts which have
jurisdiction in matters Ecclesiastical," members of the Government
have selected for promotion 46 members of the KC.D., 12 of whom
are members of the C.E.S. and 1 a member of the Holy Cross Society,
in addition to 7 other members of the C.B.S. and 29 clergymen who
were publicly breaking the laws of the Church 8f England.-The
Council of the Church Association have also addressed a letter to LORD
SALISBURY, in which they state that out of 35 Members at present on
the Episcopal Bench, LORD SALISnURY, as adviser to the Crown, is
responsible for having nominated no less than 27, of whom 2::\ are
either decided Saoerdotalists, or by their official acts have proclaimed
their sympathy with Sacerdotalism, and on the other hand only 4
avowedly Evangelical clergymen now sit upon the Episcopal Bench.The Church Association has presented a loyal and dutiful Address to
the KING, through the HOME SECRETARY, on the subject of the
Declaration against 'l.'ransubstantiation.
The Address concludes as
follows :-" Protestants look upon the SOVEREIGN'S Constitutional
Declaration as the greatest of the few remaining securities for their
liberties, and any weakening of it would cause widespread alarm and
apprehension among the vast majority of your MAJESTY'S subjects."The Church Association has called the BISHOP of ST. ALDANS' attention
to the celebration of the Festival of Corpus Christi held at St. Paul's
Church, Walden, on June 6th. In honour of this Romish festi"ml the
Union Jack floated from the tower of the church, every kind of
illegal practice was indulged in, and relics of St. FRA:\CIS XAVIER,
&c., were exposed. The Council point out that "it is of urgent
importance, just now, to show that the pretence that 'things are
mending' under the secret handling of the Bishops, is absolutely
baseless and is intended only
to decei,e." - The Church
Association has just published its sixth volume of Tract"
on Ritualism and Romanism in the Church of England.Mr. VVALTER vVALSH ill the English Clmrchman remarks :-" Here is
the latest specimen of Popish disloyalty. The Lonclon Catholic Herald
says: 'The Irish Nationalists of Great Britain, in common with Irish
Nationalists everywhere. consider that they owe the KIKG of ENGLAND
no loyalty whatever. They never agreed to yield. him any, nor did
their forbears, and there is but little cause that they should. He has
sworn that they are idolaters, and in his name every iniquity which
callous officialdom in Ireland can perpetuate on a. prostrate people is.
wrought. Why, then, should the Irish be loyal to EmvARD VII. 7' This
question leads me to ask another. Why should the Government allow
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treasonable utterances like these to go unpunished 1 Perhaps some
Protestant member of Parliament may ask a question in the House
about it."-" F. P.," writing to a contemporary, and referring to the
gravity of the times, says: "May I strongly urge that meetings for
prayer and for giving information on the above subject be generally
held at the present time 1 Such meetings need not be in public halls
only, but in private dwelling-houses also, where twos and threes may
meet togother, assured of the Divine presence. The main point is
that meetings, whether large or small, should be convened without
any delay! It may be that God will graciously overrule thi&
attack on our Protestant Constitution to the glory of His name and to
the discomfiture of the enemies of His truth."-Every seventh year an
international council is held of the Evangelical Alliance, and it has now
been definitely arranged that the next shall be held in Hamburg during
the last week of August. A number of branches on the Continent of
Europe have taken up the matter with a good deal of earnestness, which
promises well for its success. The annual English Conference is to
be held this year in Bournemouth in the closing days of November.Under the heading of a "Protestant Convent" the Herts Advertiser
recently described the" handsome building aL Colney Park," costing
considerably over £40,000, which is shortly to be opened in connection
with All Saints', Margaret Street. It will be remembered that the
foundation stone was laid by the BISHOP of ST. ALBANS in 1899, when
his LORDSHIP offered prayers for the dead. There are several image
there, "statuettes" the Herts Adve1·tise'r calls them-one of the
"Virgin and Child." We are further informed that a " Mother
Superior is in charge, but the utmost reticence is displayed by this
good lady in regard to the objects of the convent. A principle of
total secrecy appears to be preferred." In this way the BISHOP of
ST. ALBANS and POPE LEO XIII. are working together for the
" Catholicising" of England.-According to the City Press, CANON
MCCOLIJ is so busy manufacturing Church history for the benefit of
his fellow Sacerdotalists that he has no time to do more in regard to
his City church of St. George, Botolph Lane, which has been closed for
ten years because the roof is a little defective, than draw his stipend of
£600 a year.-TheExeterHallLodge of the Loyal Orange Institution has
passed a resolution declaring that as the Society for the Propagation
of the Gospel employs a large number of clergy belonging to
"Romanizing Societies, it is unworthy of financial support from
Protestants. The lodge also protests against an alteration of the
Royal Oath without a mandate from the electorate.-The Rev. CHARLES
ROSE CHASE, of Bishop's Stortford, formerly vicar of All Saints',
Plymouth, who has seceded from the Established Church, ha" been
ordained a Roman Catholic priest at Rome.
BLESSED SPIRIT, God of all consolation, bear witness with my spirit
that Jesus loves m~, that there is not one sin that I have committed
or ever shall commit, that is not finished and made an end of-that
I shall see Him in His kingdom.- Watts Wilkinson.
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'THE REV.

WILLIAM: ROM:AIN E.

To the Edit01' of the Gospel Magazine.
My VEHY DEAll FllIEKD,-" Grace be with you, mercy, and peace,
from God the Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the
Father, in truth and loye." As an old reader of the GOSIEL MAGAZIKE,
I am well pleased in that you purpose to give, in its future pages, the
portraits and memoirs of thosc worthies who laboured abundantly and
successfully in the Lord's vineyard in the eighteenth century, when
the Spirit was so profusely poured out from all high on the ministers
of the Gospel and also on the Churches at large. Those that stood
the most prominent among J ehoyah's meSStngcril at that period
were GILL, \YHITEFIELD, HEllYE'l. TOPLAD¥, VENK, RO)IAIKE, NEWTON,
and others. One writer, speaking of Mr. HEllVEY, observcs, "The
most extraordinary man I ever saw in all my life; as much beyond most
of the excellents as the swan, for whiteness and a stately figure, is
beyond the common fowls." Mr. ROMAIKE preached his funeral sermon
in the Church of St. Dunstan's, Fleet Strect, on thosc precious words
of Simeol1, ,,"hich Mr. HERVEY gave expression to on his dying bcd,
"Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to
Thy ~Word, for mine e.res have seen Thy salvation."
Perhaps among the aforenamed none was more honoured of
God in the ministry of the Word and for so long a period as
vV ILLIAM RmI.AL"E. Years gone by I used often to step into St.
Ann's Church, Blackfriars.
Oh, what hallowed seasons I had on
those occasiolJs, when I gazed at the pulpit where the dear man told
out the grand old story of J ehoyah's salvation, the Father's electing
love, the Son's redeeming lovc, and the Holy Spirit's love in calling,
quickening, and sanctifying every member of the body mystical.
In looking around the church I have thought, "HmY many of the
redeemed who are already before the throue ,,-ere horn here, fed and
built up in their most holy faith under the ministry of that truly
apostolic lllan!" Here, also, TOPLADY, YEKX, BERlllDGE, and others
preached the same everlasting gospel of God's grace" with the Holy
Ghost sent clowll from heaven."
That man of Goel, the truly
reverend HEXRY YEKN, on retnrning to his parish in Huntingdonshirc, after a visit to London of seven ,,-eeks' eluratioll, writing to a
friend, speaks thus-" 'Yith the evangelists and pastors J was much
pleased; with the wisdom and knowledge and truly amiablc temper
of the Recwr of St. :J1ary Woolnoth; \yith the simplicity a:1d watch·
fulness and unulan.le:1ble life and labour of j11'. Fosu;u; ,,~ith the
admirable talents and eloqnent evangelical preaching of Dr. PECKI\'ELL;
with the apostolic:al spirit and abilities and grcat grace of Mr. CECIL;
with myoId friend and fellow-labourer, and a wonder of a man, who
seems now dra\ring to\vards the end of his highly honoured labours,
Mr. RmIAlxE." Tills letter is dated April, 1783. Mr. ROMAlKE lived
twelve years after this. He closed a useful, an honourable, and an
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\Ilnblameable life, 1795, with the prayer of the publican on his lips,
"God be merciful to me a sinner!"
My dear brother, it may not have been ours-at least, it has
not been mine-to live such a godly and useful life as dear ROMAINE,
but oh, may it be ours to die such a death as his, "and pass the
river telling the triumphs of our King." But I trust, subject to
the will of God, you may be spared many years to come" to labour
both by tongue and pen," in word and doctrine, and to "contend
earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints"; and when
you have delivered your last message, may the dear servant receive
from the best of all masters those gracious words, ","fllell done, good
and faithful servant; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord."
Such is the earnest prayer of yours in the Beloved,
HENRY PARKER.
London.
ENCOURAGEMENT.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
_ DEAR MR. ORMISTON,-I am delighted to see that you purpose
enriching the GOSPEL MAGAZINE with Portraits and Biographies
of those faithful Evangelical clergymen, RmlAINE, TOPLADY, WALKER
of Truro, DANIEL ROWLANDS, GRIMSHAW, BERRIDGE, VVHITEFIELD,
VENN, HERVEY, SIMEON, NEWTON, PRATT, and others who lived and, by
the Holy Ghost's help, did such wondrous work in our Church for
the revival of true religion during the latter half of the eighteenth
and the early part of the nineteenth centuries.
I hope and pray that the Biographies of those almost apostolical
lives may be the means, not only of increasing the circulation and
influence of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, but, by God's blessing, may
be the means of enlightening the souls of many who are now
"sitting in darkness and in the shadow of death." As these good
men were instrumental in God's hands, by their labours and works,
of turning thousands from natm'e's darkness into the marvellous
light and liberty of the sons and daughters of God, through a
living faith in the one and only Saviour, Jesus, so may the
publication of the lives of these faithful men be instrumental in
the conversion of thousands of others; and may the fact that they
were all Churchmen influence many to see the evil of this
Ritualism, which now almost in by far the greater number of
Churches abounds and is practised; for I would not be pessimistic,
but I feel sure that, if Bishops, Parliament, SALISBURY, BALFOUR,
and others continue to favour these Romanisers, "Ichabod" will
'soon be written by God on our National Church.
Is it that God
is going to leave us as a nation 1 for certainly those in
authority seem now to be judicially blinded, to have forgotten
all past experiences, and seem to have only one object in view,
namely, peace with Rome. But the worst feature of all is, the
people are indifferent, and so falling into the sins of Israel of
-old. "The prophets prophesy falsely," &c., "and My people love to
have it so," &c.; and in spite of all the Protestant Societies and
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work of a like character which is carried on throughout the
country, nothing seems permanently to arouse the dormant and careless, indifferent feelings of thc people at large.
We have had one of these Ritualists sent here by the ARCHBISHOP
of CANTERBURY. Although I wrote twice, asking him to send us a
faithful Christian clergyman, you see with what results. I have had
two or three talks with him (the vicar), as he sent a man before he
came himself, who took the aastward position at once without consulting the parishioners at all, and introduced other novelties; and
when I told him that PUSEY'S own writings showed that the eastward
position taught the doctrine of transubstantiation, and that he (the
vicar) would prevent me ever communicating while the eastward position
was taken in my Parish Church, he simply replied by a hoarse laugh;
and because I told him it would be my duty to give lectures, &c.,
against false doctrine, he is avoiding all intercourse with me, and
looks upon me as his enemy. But the worst feature is, the majority
of people sided with me to oppose all Ritualism if it came, signed
petitions, agreed to join and form societies, &c., and now all have
given way, and I as a Churchman stand alone; and if our village of
1,500 inhabitants is (and probably it is) a sample of others, we
are indeed in an evil case.
One thing has struck me as an evidence of God's controversy
with us now (although it does not seem to me to have entered
into the minds of others)-how God is blighting our agriculture,
the unfavourable results, the W:1nt of rain, &c., at proper seasons,
thereby preventing the fruits of the earth in due season. The hay
crop, for instance, has been falling off for three or four years.
past, and this year it is scarcely half what it was even last.
Vegetables and fruit have been failing for want of rain, and a
great part of the country is now out of cultivation because
it does not pay to farm it. But we are in the Lord's hands;
we know He will supply His people's wants; but what will be
the end thereof to the nation at large 1 for we know, by God's
dealings with His ancient Israel, how He abominates and punishes.
idolatry.
I was delighted with your sermon at St. Mary Aldermary; it
was indeed an oasis in the desert. Yes, Jesus is precious in
everyone of His offices. Thanks to God, we are not without the
Gospel in the Chapel here, which my wife and I are compelled
now to attend. There is a spiritually-minded young man there
as minister.
May God own your labours, both in the Church and through the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, to His own praise and glory, in the ingathering
and accomplishing the number of His elect, is the prayer of,
Yours faithfully in Him,
Meopham, Kent, July 9th, 1901.
THOS. CbGSWELL.
IF thou art a foolish virgin, the congregation is necessary for thee;
and if a wise one, thou art necessary for the congregation.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
N O'l'WITHSTANDING the ardent hopes which were entertained to the
contrary, the fighting in South Africa still continues. Negotiations for
peace have again been broken off, and tha struggle goes on, although
only in guerilla fashion, and by marauding. bands, as bitterly as ever.
A very grave responsibility rested upon those who first originated this
struggle, and a similarly grave responsibility rests upon those who cause
and encourage its continuance. Some persons probably are doing this
unwittingly; they do not recognize the effect of their words and their
actions; but other persons are doing it from political, unpatriotic, and
unworthy motives; and the results are deplorable; precious lives are
lost day after day, numbers of poor men are wounded and mutilated
for life, large sums of money and valuable property are wasted, hostile
feelings are ;maintained and extended, and a fertile country is being
devastated, after the great issues of the struggle have been practically
and permanently decided, and when it is plainly evident that all this
extra fighting and wanton mischief can be of no use whatever to the
actors or promoters. One cause of the prolongation of the struggle is
no doubt the leniency which we have shown towards our foes, and
towards the rebels who have aided and abetted them; this leniency
bas been misinterpreted, and regarded as a sign of weakness; but it
has been a fault on the right side, a fault-if it be a fault-which
ought to mark a Christian nation, and it may yet bring forth good
fruit.
AN interesting lecture has recently been given in London by a
distinguished South African, on "Some Local Aspects of the War
in Sonth Africa," and its tone was very hopeful. The anthor is Mr.
SCHREINER, eldest brother of the late PRIME MINISTER of Cape Colony,
and of Miss OLIVE SCHREINER, and one who has a very extensive
and practical knowledge of the subject. In that lecture Mr. SCBREINER
gave a brief sketch of his youth in South Africa, during which he
travelled over a great part of the country with his father. He told
the audience that the great difference between the Boer and the
Enropean soldier was that each individual Boer was left to himself to
do the greatest damage he could to the enemy, and then, when he
thought the necessity arose, he was free to retire to another position
and repeat the operation all over again. Retreat was an essential
part of the Boer game of war. He would not attack. There were
incidents at Ladysmith in the attack on Cresar's Oamp and Waggon
Hill, and in ELOFF's attack on Mafeking, which seemed to prove the
contrary; but in these incidents the general mass of the Boers within
reach would not, and did not, join. If they had, the results might
have been different. The lecturer said that the war had knit the
Empire together in a manner that was, comparatively-speaking, cheaply
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obtained at the cost of the blood and treasure that had been expended;
and that in many other ways it had brought priceless blessings which
would add real strength to the British cam~e. The only way in which
peace could be assured between the Dutch and English races in South
Africa would be to bea~ the Boers until they acknowledged that they
were beaten, and well beaten; then they would sit down in real peace
with;the English and become good citizens, and South Africa would know
no more warfare between white men. Speaking of the concentration
camps, Mr. SCHREINER expressed the opinion that their influence would
be for good. The Boer women were the bitterest fomenters and promoters of resistance to the English in the whole country, and they
regarded the British soldier as a monster of lust and cruelty. Their
experience in the camps would prove how erroneous had been all
their preconceived ideas, and the kindness and goodness of heart shown
to these women by the soldiers would have an immense influence for
the future.
Mr. SCHREIKER gave an interesting description of the
four claEses into which the Boers are divided socially. First, there
were the wealthy Dutch in the towns, who were like English educated
people in their tastes and habits; then there were the wealthy farmers,
who possessed some culture; after these came the more or less wellto-do "Doppers"; and, lastly, the "bywoners," or landless Boers,
who had no stake in the country, and were content to lead lives of
idleness amid surrolmdings and habits that would be shocking to
civilized people. These two latter classes furnished the greater part
of those now in the field, and their religion wail that of the narrow,
bigoted, illiberal kind one might expect to find among ignorant,
rude people. Mr. SCHREI~RR further expressed his full expectation
that when the present struggle ill over, the conquerors and the
conquered will both settle down in peace and friendliness. We
earnestly hope that this expectation will be fulfilled.
THE Associations Bill for the regulation of the conventual and
monastic institutions in France has passed the French Senate by a
large majority, and has thus become law. The POPE is intensely
angry that such is the case, and affirms that it is an unwarrantable interference with civil and religious liberty. But what civil
and religious liberty, we may ask, was allowed in Rome when the
Papacy wielded temporal power there 1 or what sort of liberty
would be alio-lIed again there if that temporal power was restored 1
The French people are wise in endeavouring to check the encroachments of the Papacy on their civil and religious liberty. Would
that we, as a nation, had the same wisdom! But instead of this
we seem to be beguiled and hood winked in some mysterious
manner, so that we not only allow these encroachments to go on
unchecked, but even appear sometimes to connive at and encourage
them. For example, our rulers seem to be bent upon removing one
of the safeguards of the British Constitution, and for the sake of
pleasing the Papists, resolved so to alter the Declaration required by
the SOVEREIGN on his accession to the throne,that it will hence-
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forward have no efficacy whatever in securing-as our ancestors
evidently intended it to secure-the maintenance of the Protestant
succession. We want more security rather than less; and instead
of relaxing any barriers against the encroachments of the Papacy,
we ought to endeavour to strengthen them, and add to their
number.

I'

MR. WAI,TER ViALSH, author of "The Secret History of the Oxford
Movement," recalls to memory, in the July number of" The Sunday
at Home," a remarkable Jesuit plot which was got up in the reign
of QUEEN ELIZABETH, for the purpose of obliterating Protestantism
in Scotland, and restoring MARY, QUEEN of SCOTS, to the throne
which she had lost. That plot was cleverly designed, and the
details of it, as clearly exhibited in several important documents
which are still in existence, are very interesting, showing the
exceeding duplicity and the utter unscrupulousness of the plotters.
Mr. WALSH closes his account of this plot with the following
words, which we think are worthy of very careful consideration:"Here we may well pause to ask, 'Does history repeat itself 1 '
Can we, in this twentieth century, say with justice: 'That which
hath been is now, and that which is to be hath already been' 1
(Eccles. iii. 15). When we look around on what is going on in the
English political world, and see leading statesmen, of both political
parties, striving one with the other as to who shall give the
greatest amount of honour, promotion, and political power to
the Church of Rome in the United Kingdom, is it unreasonable
that doubts should arise in our hearts ~ With the stern facts
before us which this narrative reveals, can we be blamed
if we sometimes ask one another the startling question-' Is
secret treachery, duplicity, and perjury, such as that of LENNOX,
altogether unknown amongst our own statesmen l' We are not to
be cried down as alarmists, or as suffering from' Jesuitism on the
brain,' because these questions arise in our minds. 'Ihe history of
ESME STUART, DUKE of LENNOX, has its lessons for the subjects of
EDWARD VII., as much as it had for the men of the sixteenth
century. If the Jesuits tacitly sanctioned and encouraged LENNOX'S
infamous conduct then, who can affirm that they are not adopting
a similar policy now, for their own selfish and disloyal ends 1 We
certainly need to be watchful, and ever on the guard, not only
against the open and avowed enemies of our Protestant constitution,
but also against traitorous foes, secretly working under false
colours."
The venerable llllsslOnary, Dr. J. G. PATON, has finally left our
shores, and he is now on his way to the southern seas. His eldest
son, the Rev. FRANK P ATON, writes hopefully respecting the future
of the Christianized islands. He is stationed at Lenakel, on the
island of West Tanna, and has recently been obliged, through a
breakdown in his health, to seek for change and rest. He went to
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Sydney, and his arrival there seems to have been most opportune.
He says :-" Duripg the voyage we had frequent meetings of the
Public Questions Committee to deal with the grave crisis which has
arisen in the islands through the aggressions of the French. We
drew up a careful statement of the whole facts, and on arriving at
Sydney we laid this statement before the Hon. EmwND BARToN,
Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of Australia, whf' kindly granted
us a long interview. Mr. BARToN cabled our views to the Secretary of
State for the Colonies, and after discussing the matter with his
colleagues, sent a second cable to Mr. CHAMBERLAIK upon the subject.
Since then we have interviewed many of the leading men of Australia
and New Zealand, and they have all deelared their firm determination
that France must not be allowed to annex the New Hebrides. Never
has the feeling of all Australia been so strongly expressed upon this
subject, not only by the leading statesmen, but also by the press
from end to end of this great Commonwealth. But our real hope is
not in men and princes, but in God. He rules, and we believe that
He will fight for these helpless and oppressed people, and save them
from the cruel greed of men. We must therefore pray without cea;;ing."
Although the whole story of the recent massacres of the
missionaries and their native converts in China will probably never
be known, further details have been published.
They are very
painful reading, and yet in some respects they are soul-inspiring,
proving that the true Christian martyr spirit exists as really in
the present day as it did in days long gone by, and tha.t it could be
shown by the poor Chinese converts and their noble, self-denying
teachers, just as much as it has been shown amongst many other nations
and in many other lands. For example, the Rev. THmIAs BRYAN,
of Tientsin, writes :-" An elder was dJagged to the temple and asked
to deny Christ. He refused. They cut off his ears. 'Do you still
hold to the Christian faith 7 '
, Yes,' he replied, 'He is still my
Lord and Saviour, I cannot deny Him.' Then they gouged out his
eyes. Blind, they again demanded a recantation of his faith, and on
his once more-a third time-confessing his faith in Christ, they cut
out his tongue, and then put him to a lingering death by cutting
him to pieces. Nothing can be grander than this in the annals of
the early Church." The Rev. GEORGE OWEN, of Pekin, also writes:" One man in the Tungan district, named Taus, was repeatedly offered
pardon if he would recant; but his answer was always the same,
'You may kill me, but I will never deny my Lord,' and at last
they killed him. Another man in the West City, named CHI, was
brought, along with his wife and children, before PRINCE CHUANG,
and urged to recant, and thus save his wife. He was an unusually
quiet, timid man; his wife and children stood beside him; the
temptation from the human point of view must have been very great;
but this timid man, with heroic courage, said, ' I am a Christian; I
can die, but I cannot deny my Lord.' He was killed, ,but his wife and
his children were spared. The spirit in which two of the members of
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our little country Church met their deaths reminds one of the Master
Himself and His servant Stephen. When the fatal moment came, they
said, 'Permit me to pray,' and falling on their knees, began that
hardest and divinest of prayers, 'Father, forgive them, for they know
not what they do;' and while the words yet trembled on their lips
they were hacked to pieces. All these Christ-like souls are in the
great succession of confessors and martyrs who have died for the faith,
'not accepting deliverance.' And I have no doubt myself that many
mor<J of our slaughtered Christian brethren and sisters, of whose
death we have no details, are in that succetsion also. One of our
Christian women, while talking to me the other day, casually
remarked, "We were wonderfully calm when the Boxers were spre'l.ding
terror through the city, and no thought of denying our faith occurred '
to us.' The words thus casually spoken fell like music on my ears, and
thrilled me through and through. It was the simple, grand language
of faith, and uuited the Church of China with the Church of all ages
and all lands."
DR. BARNARDO'S Homes, incorporated under the title of the
"National Incorporated Association for the Reclamation of Destitute
Waif Children," had a particularly bright and successful" Anniversary
and Founder's Day" in the great Albert Hall. The Albert Hall is
the only building in London large enough for the occasion, and this
year it was graced by the presence of the DUKE of ARGYLL in the
Chair and of EARL ROBERTS, who came (accompanied by his COUNTESS)
to distribute the prizes. The great arena was kept clear, and there
from time to time various phases of the everyday life in the Homes
were reproduced. Taken altogether, it was a most pleasant entertainment; and although it lasted from 3 p.m. to something after 6 p.m,
there were very few traces of weariness on the part of the audience,
which was very large, and was fairly representative of all classes,
It is hardly necessary to describe all the details of so familiar a
picture as that which this widely-known anniversary presents, but a
few points may be noted. The Albert Hall was made to look as
bright as possible with a plentiful supply of banners ranged over the
boxes and elsewhere; but the brightest and the best feature was
shown in the arrangement of the children on the orchestra, rising tier
upon tier on either side of the great organ. The girls wore prettycoloured frocks and the boys snowy.white sailor blouses, and almost
their every movement had an artistic effect. There were some
preliminary musical selections, but the real business of the day began
with the arrival of the DUKE of ARGYLL and the other distinguished
visitors. The National Anthem pealed forth from organ and band as
they came on the platform, and the Guard of Honour of 150 very
small boys from the Leopold House Home presented arms. The
annual report stated that the National Waifs Association has at
present under its care over 5,400 boys and girls, ranging in age from
babies in arms to young people on the verge of adult age. During
the bygone year alone (1900) they dealt with no fewer than 13,393
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children (a record total). Of these, 2,879 wen;} fresh admissions..
That is larger than the total aggregate number of admissions into
all other institutions in England for the rescue of waif children, put
together, for the same length of time. 7,677 children were maintained in the Homes during 1900. Including the branches scattered
all over the country, these Homes hold wide a series of open doors
in London and out of it, at which no homeless child has ever applied
in vain. In the matter of emigration the year 1900 also furnished a
record. During the year 1900, 931 young emigrants were placed out
in Canada, 592 boys and 339 girls. Up to the end of 1900, 11,591
emigrants in all have been sent from the Homes to Canada and the
Colonies, of whom over 98 per cent, have succeeded in the stru~gle
for independence, the failures being under 2 per cent. .An additional
party of 410 trained boys and girls, the third for the year, is just
about to leave for Canada. They will bring the total number of
emigrants up to 12,358. The year 1900 exhibited progress and
prosperity in many directions, notwithstanding some causes for
anxiety. The receipts by donations for :the year 1900 amounted to
£148,614 198. 9d., as compared with £147,049 4s. 9d. in 1899,
being an increase for the year of £1,520 14s. The early months of
the year were exceedingly trying, and even disastrous. While war
funds were steadily growing under the impulse of national enthusiasm,
our income was slackening day by day.
By July 7th the
deficiency in the income, as compared with the same date the year
before, amounted to £9,773, but ultimately matters mended, and, as
has been said, the year closed with an actual advance. .After the
Report came the first c, show" in the arena. It took the form of ".An
.Arts and Crafts Exhibition," and was a display of many of the
practical industries in full operation daily at thp. various Homes. It
was most interesting, and one would fain have had more time to watch
the craftsmen; but there were other things to follow. The little
mechanics gave place to a number of small girls, daintily dressed,
from the Village Homes. These little maidens executed a new hoop
dance, and were vigorously applauded. Next came some exercises by
abatallion of small boys in khaki, which aroused the military instincts
of the audience. .After some more singing came one of the most
important events of the day-the collection-Com'TEss ROBERTS
receiving a number of purses of £5 and upwards for the benefit of
the institution. This over, a company of young men and young
women-former inmates in the Homes-came into the arena, and
were ranged in line in front of the platform. They were some five
hundred in number, and were to receive from the hands of no less
a personage than the distinguished "BOBS" himself the prizes they
had earned for keeping their situations with credit for varying periods
up to ten years. EARL ROBERTS, in a black frock coat, stepped to the
front, and, after the cheers which greeted him had died away, addressed
some wholesome words of advice and encouragement to the lads and
lassies before him, speaking in a clear, pleasant voice that one would
imagine must have penetrated throughout the Hall. .After the
distribution of prizes came one of the prettiest scenes of the afternoon.
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" A Body of Infantry from Babies' Castle and the Creche" came into
the arena, arid there some of the little dots played about to their
hearts' content, their nurses joining heartily in the fun. Then we
saw them at tea, and afterwards-when bed-time was supposed to have
arrived-the babies were put to sleep in their cots. The sight was
one which seemed specially to appeal to the heart of the great
warrior, and, accompanied by the COUKTESS ROBERTS, he stepped into
the arena-Dr. BARNARDO leading the way-and playfully patted the
children on the cheek and talked to the nurses. This act of
sympathetic kindness was greatly cheered by the audience, and the
applause was intensified when shortly afterwards EARL ROBERTS and
the COm,'l'ESS passed out at the other end and left the building.
Very effective, too, was the exceedingly pretty representation of an
Old English May-Day Festival. "Our Home Girls at Work" was
another striking display. It consisted of an illustrated exhibition of
industries taught at the Girls' Village Home and in other branches,
showing "How we learn to cook," "How we wash our clothes," and
" How we make our dresses." The arena was a busy scene of activity
-almost every branch of domestic service being represented; and so
literallv was it done that afternoon tea and ices were served to the
guests·on the platform. The rest of the proceedings consisted of
action-songs and the like, one of the most effective closing with a snowball chorus, during which the young people in the orchestra stormed
each other with imitation snowballs. The delusion was complete.
It was a joy that the large-hearted and beloved founder, Dr. BARNARDO
himself, was able to be present; but he is still far from well, and
obliged to attend to "medical orders." We wish him heartily
continued" God-speed" and success in his noble work, and we do this
with extra earnestness on account of the uncalled for opposition which
it meets with from some quarters.
A D.

COMFORT FOR THE TRIED CHILDREN OF GOD.
BLESSED and most wonderful truth, the God and Father of His dear
children foreknew all their circumstances. He knew well that He had
chosen them in the furnace of affliction, that this was the peculiar
path in which they should all walk. As He foreknew, so He forearranged all those circumst3.nces; so that we cannot imagine an
exigency, a difficulty, a trial, or a conflict, but is amply provided for in
the Covenant of grace. Such is the wisdom and such the goodness of
our Goel towards His dear Covenant family. - O. Winslo'lC.
WHEN, with the eye of faith, we look through death to the eternal
world, the passage does not seem so dark and so terrifying as Satan
would persuade. Oh, may you, and may I, in dying moments enjoy
living comforts; when heart and flesh fail us, may we find then that
God, an incarnate, bleeding, crucified God, is the strength of our
hearts, and our portion for ever.- Watts Wilkinson.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
HORNSEY RISE ASYLUM REVISITED.
FRIDAY, July 5th, proved a magnificent day for a visit to those of
the Lord's aged poor who, through the munificence of the Christian
public, and by the agency of that worthiest of all philanthropic
instrumentalities, the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, find a calm
haven in which to pass the evening time of life in the still
delightful suburb of Hornsey Rise.
A" Rise" it truly is, for it is
a stiff climb up the hill, but when once the heights have been scaled,
it is a beautiful sight that meets the eye, and though thcl allencroaching builder has completely flurrouncled the charming block
of habitations comprising the Asylum, once inside the grassy,
flower-embedded quadrangle, the roar, the bustle, the turmoil of
busy every-day life seem to have been left hundreds of miles away.
As will be gathered from this description, the Homes are truly
"beautiful for situation," though at one time this must have been
more really the case even than now, for the most courteous and
sympathetic secretary, Mr. J. E. HAZELTOX, informed me, as we
were strolling through the grounds, that he remembered the
foundation-stone laying thirty years ago, and then, as for many years
after, the Asylum was only to be reached by crossing the fields,
and the outlook over London was really very fine.
And now as to
the Institution itself.
I imagine that the Asylum will not be
unfamiliar to many of my readers, for amongst the crowd who were
fellow-visitors with myself on the occasion of the Anniversary
Festival on Friday last, there were many whom I recognized as
ardent readers of The English Churchman and staunch supporters
There will, hovever, be a great host of
of the Protestant cause.
readers, both in this country and in foreign lands, to whom the
features of this "Saints' l{est" are unfamiliar.
The residences
occupy three sides of a square, the north side having the chapel
in the, cent,re, and on the south side are shady cloister~ having a
beautiful, airy meeting-hall in the middle.
The whole of the
structure has recently been redecorated, thus giving to the always
sweet and clean buildings an additionally charming effect.
Each
" pilgrim" has the use of one room, and there are now one hundred
and eighteen aged saints who, having borne the bmden and heat of
the day, are now enjoying these "quiet resting-places." The most
aged inmate is ninety-three. and the youngest sixty-three. Each
apartment is sufficiently large for all the necessities of the resident.
Covered ways connect the whole of the buildings-there are even
coal cupboards opening into the corridors, so that coals can be
put in without being carried into the rooms. Each room is furnished
by the occupant, and this is done in most cases comfortably, though
not luxuriously. Under the kind guidance of the assistant secretary,
I had a peep into some of the rooms, and noted that in most cases
the occasion was being regarded as a gala day, and in numerous
instances tea parties to relatives and friends were being held. The
first inmate to whom I was introduced was the latest arrival, and
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I was not long in gathering her views, as I noted, amongst the
prominent photographs, one of the beloved Founder and President
of the 'Women's Protestant Union, Mrs. ARBUTH ~OT, who, I was
sorry to learn from others attending the Festival, was suffering
.severe chill contracted during a visit to London for the Mildmay
Conference
Before leaving this part of my sketch, I would like
to embody some remarks concerning the Homes contained in the
last annual report:" A visit to these Homes will be found a pleasure, and will afford
not a little satisfaction to the inmates. 'l'heir testimonies to the
faithfulness and goodness of their God can but confinn the hope of
young believers, who ,,,ill find the life-stories of the pensioners
'Christian Evidences' which cannot be gainsaid. The photographs
upon a mantel-shelf in one room show that the occupant has, in her
time, been a traveller. Here is a charming bit of Scottish scenery,
~l,nd there an old northern homestead, and last of all an excellent
picture of Banbury. ''l'hey help to remind me of old faces,' she said.
This is the spirit the committee desire the inmates may cherish,
passing life's evening in quiet waiting, and surrounded by such
;;piritual and material comforts as can be provided.
"One room, with pantry and scullery, is alloted to each inmate; a
sufficient supply of coals is given: medical attendance is provided, and
attention is given to sick and infirm residents. Only such restrictions
.as are essential to the orderly management of the building are
imposed; the inmates attend their own places of worship. Services
conducted by various ministers and other friends are held in the
Asylums' Chapels every Lord's Day afternoon and on two evenings in
.each week. These opportunities are valued by the inmates, especially by those whose age and infirmities preclude them from often
going out."
'l'he first engagement of the day was a sermon by that faithful
witness to the principles of Protestantism and the doctrines of grace,
the Rev. THOMAS DAVIS, Vicar of St. John's, Harborne, Birmingham.
Notwithstanding the attractions of the summer sunshine and the Sale
of Work in the grounds, there was a large congregation to listen to
Mr. DAV.rS'S sound expository address. In the congregation was the
Rev. T. GEORGE, Vicar of St. Mary's, Hornsey Rise. In his opening
prayer Mr. DAVIS earnestly besought the Lord, pleading for the safeguarding of the Accession Declaration and the Coronation Oath. The
text was taken from Hebrews xiii. 5, "He hath said, I will never
leave nor forsake thee." This was an assertion akin, said Mr. DAVIS,
to those to which the Apostle Paul, in his Epistles to Timothy and
Titus, affixed the statement that they were "faithful sayings and
worthy of all acceptation." For what and why were they faithful
sayings 1 In the absence of Bibles, the printed Word, or manuscripts,
the Gospel was providentially concentrated in single sentences, and so,
for example, the whole of the Gospel was to be found in that" faithful
saying worthy of all acceptation that Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinners." And this was an equally precious truth, "I will
never leave thee nOl' forsake thee." It was precious to the Hebrew
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Christians, but it was really of older date, for the seed of it was to be
found where they found the seed of every truth, promise, and experience of the Gospel-in the Book of Genesis. Genesis was the seedplot of the Bible. They found the seed of this promise that God
would never leave them nor forsake them in Genesis xxviii., where
God said to Jacob at Bethel, " I will not leave thee until I have done
that which I have spoken to thee of." That promise was repeated to
Moses, to Joshua, and David communicated it to Solomon. 'l'here
have been, continued Mr. DAVIS, in every age of the Church, promise!>
and faithful sayings very precious to the children of God, and this was
one of them. They were, as the beginning of the verse set forth, to
be without covetousness and not discontented, for God was not only
the God of .Tacob, Moses, and Joshua, and the comforter of David on
his dying bed, but the promise was a promise for to-day. Mr. DAVIS
pointed out that the sense of the original was better realized in the
following translation, " I will never, never leave thee; no, never, never
forsake thee." If the Lord had said this negative only once, it would
have been sufficient, but knowing the weakness of their hearts, He
emphasized it by a five times repetition. The number five he held to be
important, and proved the contention by numerous illustrations. The
number five was specially evident when God set forth His dealings
with His people in grace. So, in this instance, there were five negatives. And from this he deduced five reasons why God would never
leave His people nor forsake them. The first was because of the utter
and complete ruin in nature of His people if He should forsake them.
The second reason precluding the possibility of the Lord leaving Hi!>
people was His electing love. It was a precious thing that the Lord,
having loved His people, would not cease to love them even unto the
end. The whole of the attributes of God would be imperilled if the
Lord should cast away any of His people. Another, and third reason,
why He could not forsake His people was because they were His purchase, bought with the blessed blood of Jesus Christ. The fourth
reason that Mr. DAVIS advanced showing the impossibility of the Lord
leaving His people was because He had" called" them; and, in the
fifth place, because grace was of itself an everlasting principle. Referring back to the promise to Jacob, and to Jacob's promise, "If God
will be with me," Mr. DAVIS pointed out that Jacob's determination
was not the result of a bargain, for the true translation of the beginning of the sentence should be, "Since God." This translation indicated the true motive of giving to the Lord's service; and here the
preacher adverted, in a final appeal, to the purpose of the service,
and oommended to the generosity of his hearers those 1,500 of the
Lord's aged poor who were dependent on the bounty of the Aged
Pilgrims' Friend Society. After the collection, the singing of the
hymn, "Sovereign grace o'er sin abounding," and the Benediction,
brought the service to a. close.
The service over, there was an adjournment to the grounds, where a
sale of work was in progress for the benefit of the Benevolent Fund.
This was liberally patronised, and it is to be hoped that the total
receipts will exceed the results of a similar effort last year, when over
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£100 was realized in aid of the Benevolent Fund. It may here be
stated that the welfare of those who dwell in the Homes is materially
enhanced by numerous extra efforts, such as the Meat Fund raised
by the lady visitors for the purpose of providing Christmas dinners
for the inmates, and occasional hot dinners and teas; the Coal
Fund, and the Benevolent Fund, by which medical attendance, nurses,
and other comforts are provided. In consequence of being exceptionally large, there is at the Hornsey Rise Asylum an infirmary
maintained specially for the benefit of the inmates. In view of the
lovely appearance presented by the terraces, lawns, and paths on the
afternoon of Eriday last, it is due to say that the garden is
enriched by kind gifts from the well-known firms of florists and
seedsmen-Messrs. VEITCH and Messrs. FR01ww, whose acceptable aid,
it is needless to add, is greatly appreciated.
A splendid tea was provided in the Asylum Hall, to which nearly
two hundred and fifty persons sat down. After tea the number of
visitors was largely augmented, and the parties that had been
entertained in the various rooms in the asylum all gathered in the hall
for the evening service. There was an overflowing congregation, the
Rev. J. H. HALLETT, of Brighton, being the preacher. In this beautiful
and solemn manner the Thirtieth Anniversary was brought to a, close.From Our Own Cm'1'espondent of "The English Churchman."

The Biblical Illust1·ator.
Proverbs. By the Rev. JOSEPH S. EXELI"
M.A. London: James Nisbet and Co.
THIS is another volume of a work of which we have repeatedly
spoken in terms of high commendation. 'rhis makes the seventh
which has been published on the Old Testament, and the New
Testament has been for some time completed. When the whole
series is completed, it will form one of the most valuable helps
which a hard-working pastor or diligent Bible student can possibly
have. To give a quotation: -" 'The memory of t1~p, }ust is blessed " but
the name of the wicked shall 1'ot.' So far as this world is concerned,
everyone of us will soon cease to be a man, and be no more than
a memory. Every man leaves behind him some kind of a memory,
and it depends entirely on what the man has been as to what the
memory shall be.
There are memories that do rot; those that
dwell on them, and take a delight in them, are poisoned by the
contact, and all whose feelings are healthy and pure keep at a
distance, and feel as if in the presence of something that was
corrupt and evil.
But however short life may be, it is long
enough for a man to do something that will leave a memory in
the world, which, when he is gone, shall be a blessing to other men.
1. THE MEMORY OF THE JUST IS BLESSED AS AN EXA~fPLE OF HOLY

566

The Gospel Magazine.

LIVING. We never can see the force of precept fully if we never
sec precept embodied in action. You can never give a man a
clear notion of what the image of God is, unless you give him
an opportunity of watching for years the life of a man who has
walked with God. The memory of such a man acts as a restraint,
both upon the unconverted, and upon the child of God, when he
is pressed by temptation.
The memory of such a man acts as
an encouragement. We are apt to think that the law of God is
too high for us, that we cannot expect to be thoroughly consistent
Christians.
And yet, why not ~ We think those men that we
see so good must be different in nature from us. ·But the grace
that made them so holy is as free for us as it was for them. The
memory is not only an encouragement, it is also a stimulus. When
we hear "hat the good have done we feel a reproach that we have
not done more. That memory is blessed which comes ll,cting upon
the spirits of men after a man is gone, and impelling them to
follow him in the ways of goodness and usefulness. Such a memory
is a stimulus to early consecration to God, tJ full and laboriow:;
consecration to God.
Il. THE MEMORY OF THE JUST IS BLESSED
AS AN EXAMPLE OF, HOLY DYING.
Even those who do not care
about living well w~'uld like to die well. Others look upon a happy
death only ill the light of a suitable close of a good life. There is
something blessed in seeing the last days of good men. Ill. THE
MEMORY OF THE JUST IS BLESSED AS A TIE TO ANOTHER WORLD. Are
there not many of us to wh0m God has given ties of this kind to
that better land 1 The blessing in this way counteracts the curse;
the curse strikes right and left with the stroke of death, and we see
our dearest objects falling before our eyes. But then the blessing
comes; they are redeemed; their spirits are in heaven; and our
affections turn to the same objects as before. But now those affections, instead of being a tie to earth, are a tie to Leaven, where those
we love have gone. (William A1·thul', M.A.) . . . . . Blessed
Mem01'ies :-1. THE MEMORY OF THE JUST IS BLESSED IX THEIR IXHERENT
WORTH. Contrast Abraham, Moses, Daniel, Paul, Luther, &c., with
Pharaoh, V oltaire, Paine, &c. Of the former, the mention of their
names is as ointment poured forth, beautiful, fragrant, and costly;
while the latter are only regarded with pity and regretted as waste.
Il. THE MEMORY OF THE JUST IS BLESSED IN THEIR INFLUENTIAL
WORDS. Their words are blessed-I. In Christian conversation. 2. In
the public mention of them. 3. In quiet meditation. And they are
influential, as is evident-(l) In the history of the Christian Church.
(2) In the annals of profane history. (3) In the efforts of human
progress. Ill. THE MEMORY OF THE JlJST IS BLESSED IN THEIR IMPORTANT WORKS. 1. In the books they have written. 2. In the inspiration they have given.
3. In the effects they have produced.
Application: What sort of memory are we weaving for ourselves 1
One to be blessed, and that will remain unforgotten in the world 1
or one that will decay, "rot," and around which there will cling no
loving and permanent memories of Divine or human blessedness 1
(T. ColcllYUgh.)
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What the Spi"it Saith. Is. Shadows of the Great Sacrifice. 9d. From
Oana to Bethany. Is. By the Rev. FREDERICK WHITFIELD, M.A.
Author of The Blessings of the T,'ibes,&c. London: CHAS. J.

I~

THYNNE.
THosE who are acquainted with previous writings of Mr. WHITFIELD,
the author of two of our sweetest hymns, namely, "I need Thee,
precious Jesus," and "There is a name I love to hear," will appreciate
his writings in these small volumes; they are full of profitable
thoughts and suggestions. For example: "The most ordinary mind
is arrested by objects that are striking. To recognize the hand of God
in the jewelled heaven::; or the mighty ocean, to trace it in the grand
arcana of nature around; to acknowledge it in the wasting pestilence,
the sweeping famine, or in some overwhelming and crushing calamity
of daily life-men are not unwilling, nor do they find much difficulty
in doing so. These things force themselves on the mind without
much effort. The most obtuse cannot fail to understand j the most
reluctant are compelled to pause and think. The light shines too
brightly for the darkest vision; the voice of God rings too loudly for
the deafest ear; the conviction becomes too powerful for the most
rebellious will. To rest satisfied, however, with this knowledge is not
the mark of one of God's intelligent creatures. He who does so is not
fulfilling the great end of his creation; he is not turning to account
the talent which God has given him. To examine, to search diligently,
to weigh carefully, to prove satisfactorily, and to turn to good account
the results of our labours, is what God enjoins upon us. This
marks the loftier intellect, the more exalted mind, and the nobler
character.
To trace the finger of God in what would escape the
notice of the ordinary mind; to read the message of God and listen
to the whisper of His Spirit in what the superficial observer would
pass by, or would call ordinary and common-place-this marks the
one desirous to advance in the knowledge of God, and to own Him in
all things. Such a one feels that there is no medium too trifling
through which God may not, nay, does not, reveal Himself to man;.
that there is nothing above, around, or below, that does not unfold
something of God's glorious character. From the lowliest insect that
gilds the evening air, or the monad that swims unseen in the ocean's
drop, or the leaf that falls unnoticed on the pathless waste, up to
the high and glorious being that veils its face before the throne of
the Eternal-all have a voice, all have a message to man, all are
radiant as the sunbeam: "All Thy works praise Thee, 0 Lord,.
and Thy saints bless Thee." It is the same with regard to God'g
written Word. There are truths in it so plain, so palpable, so striking,
that they force themselves without difficulty and without reluctance
on the most superficial reader. They shine with transparent lustre on
the very surface, so that 'the wayfaring man and the fool canr,ot err
therein.' At times they will arrest the most callous, the most careless and unthinking.
It requires no effort to discover them, no
additional light to perceive them. There they are, and if we look at
all we cannot fail to perceive. It is not the mark of a mind desirous
to advance in the knowledge of God, however, to rest satisfied with
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:such knowledge as this. It· delights to 'search the Scriptures,' to
dive beneath the surface and bring to light its hidden treasures; to
-open the matchless and- inexhaustible mine, and bear away its hidden
.gems. And it finds them where the ordinary reader would least anticipate, and in what the superficial reader would altogether overlook.
;It traces them in type and ceremony, in parable and symbol, in the
.conversation and the journey, in the incident and the accident, yea,
often the most precious truth and practical, wrapped up within the
rfolds of a single word. Such a mind judges naturally and correctly
that there is nothing in that word that was not designed by the
Holy Spirit to unfold God's glorious character, lmd to exalt the
Redeemer; that' all Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
'l'ighteousness, that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished to all good works.' Thus the believer who would advance in
the Divine life searches diligently, frequently, and prayerfully, ever i.eepdng the Saviour before his eyes, and reading that Word with only
.one end in view-to see His image reflected in everything."

!/'he Bible fQ?' the Young. A Series for Schools and Families. By
Rev. J. PNfERSON SMYTH, RD., LL.D., Author of How We Got
Our Bible, &c. Genesis and St. Matthew's Gospel. London:
Sampson Low aDd Co. Is. each, net.
'WE cannot quite agree with all the statements of the author of
these manuals, but his introductory remarks on teaching are very
practical and striking and his lessons are original, plain, and
forcible.
Il'hirty-two Original Tunes to Popular Hymns. Composed by F. COWLEY.
- Is. London: Novello and Co.
SOME of these original tunes are very good, but we doubt whether
they are likely to replace the tunes which are ordinarily used in connection with the hymns which are here mentioned. They might suit
0ther hymns admirably.
Summer Volumes of Home Words and the Day 0/ Days. 6d. each.
London: Home Words Publishing Office.
WE heartily commend these attractive and interesting summer
'J'Olumes.
Also Received :-Sword and Trowel,. Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit;
Anti-Ritualism; Quarterly Jottings from the New Hebrides,. The
Church Missionary Intezz,igencer', &c.
\

As Cresar said to the trembling mariners, "Be not afraid,' for you
carry Cresar," so may I say to poor, persecuted, afllicted Christians, "Be
not afraid; for He that is your King is in you, for you, and with you."
Upon this ground David comforted his soul, "Though I walk through
the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for Thou art
'with me."-Ambrose.
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