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" \Vha comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
tl'ouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4..

THE

Ii'ATHER'S

DELIGHT.

" Behold My Servant, Whom I uphold, Mine Elect, in Whom My
soul delightetn." -ISAIAH xlii. 1.

WHAT an infinite field for devout contemplation is the FATHER'S
delight in the SON of His love! No saint nor angel ever fathomed
the depths of that vast truth, and to all eternity it must remain an
inexhaustible wonder to GOD'S redeemed people. Yet it is their
peculiar privilege to know-and to know increasingly-something
of this revealed mystery. The inspired words above quoted are
the FATHER'S direct invitation to His children to "behold," with
adoring souls, His dear SON, "the SON of His love," in Whom His
own" soul" finds its eternal "delight." And they are bidden to
this lofty spiritual exercise in their redemptive relationship to
Him Whom they, as believing worshippers, contemplate. For it
is as the MEDIATOR that the SON is upholden-" Whom My soul
upholdeth." In His Deity, as co-equal with the FATHER, CHRIST
needs not to be upholden. "I and My FATHER are one." Yes,
the FATHER is "well-pleased" with CHRIST corporate, as well as
CHRIST personal!
" Oh, what love the FATHER bore us,
Oh, how precious in His sight,
When He gave His Church to JESUSJEsus-His whole soul's delight! "
?9

450

The Gospel Magazine.

Is JESUS the "ELECT" of the FATHER 1-" Mine ELECT, in
Whom My soul delighteth." The whole Church also was elected
in Him! Each member of CHRIST'S mystical Body was chosen,
because everlastingly beloved, in Him, the HEAD. How profound
is this Divine verity! What an abyss of free and sovereign grace
lies below it! What heights of glory and bliss surmount it! No
created mind can comprehend it !-no mortal tongue can tell it !
But that faith which is the gift and work of the SPIRIT
embraces it, dwells delightedly upon it, and confidently awaits
its fruition.
How exquisitely does SOLOMON in his inspired personification of
"WISDOM" in the eighth chapter of Proverbs set forth the FATHER'S
supreme satisfaction in His eternal SON-" Then was I by Him, as
one brought up with Him; and I was daily His delight, rejoicing
always before Him" (Prov. viii. 30). In the exercise of the paternal
love every counsel of the FATHER'S mind wa3 communicated to the
SON, as Head of the Church. As JEHOVAH'S sent" SERVANT," He
was commissioned for His work. And what a work !-" What
things soever He (the FATHER) doeth, these also doeth the SON likewise" (John v.19). Immediately upon CHRIST'S baptism into that
work, we hear the voice of the FATHER proclaiming from heaven" This is My beloved SON, in Whom I am well pleased" (Matt.
iii. 17). Again, upon the mount of transfiguration-the same
voice pronounces like words-" This is My beloved SON, in Whom
I am well pleased; hear ye Him" (Matt. xvii. 5). With infinite
love the FATHER contemplated the every footstep of His obedient
SERVANT-His most dear SON-as He "went about doing good,"
fulfilling the work appointed for Him to do whioe yet it was day.
And while the FATHER thus delighted in His ELECT ONE, He on His
part could at any moment testify-" My meat is to do the will of
Him that sent Me, and to finish I£s work" (John iv. 34); and,
" I delight to do Thy will, 0 My GOD: yea, Thy law is within My
heart" (Ps. xl. 8). The Divine delight was mutual, the ETERNAL
FATHER found His supreme delight in the ETERNAL SON, and the
SON in the FATHER.
Into fellowship with the FATHER and the SON believers are
privileged to enter, for they are "made accepted" (engraced)
"in THE BELOVED" (Ephes. i. 6). The called, and chosen, aml
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faithful people of GOD are a people whom" He hath translated
into the kingdom of the SON of His love" (Col. i. 13, margin).
Oh, to be more constantly occupied in the contemplation of
JEHOVAH'S CHOSEN ONE, and to have our hearts filled with His
glory and beauty! The FATHER Himself is continually engaged
with Him as He sits enthroned at the right hand of His majesty.
Oh, for grace to come near, very near, to His footstool, and to gaze
adoringly into His all-kingly face.
" The KING in His beauty! oh, heart hath not dreamed,
Not e'en on our holiest musings hath streamed
The radiant light of that glorified faceIts human perfection-its heavenly grace.

" 0 kingliest beauty of JESUS, my LORD!
Unseen I have loved it-believing, adored!
Yet none may praise duly, save those that behold;
That song must be sung to the sweet harps of gold."
THE F:DITOR"
WHAT shall be the final triumphs of Christ's resurrection, and the
consequent resurrection of His Church, for which He is responsible ~
Why, the household shall be perfected, the inheritance shall be possessed,
and the majesty shall be proclaimed. The household shall be perfected
-Oh, fear not, fear not. "All that the Father hath given Me shall
come to Me." "This is the will of Him that sent Me," saith my
precious Master, "that of all that the Father giveth Me, I should lose
none." What, not that little one, Lord? What, not that crooked
one ~ "No, I will make that little one grow, and I will make that
crooked one straight." What, not that defiled one ~ "No, I will wash
him in My blood." What, not that wandering one, not that backsliding one ~ "No, I will fetch him back with My crook." It is not
the will of Him that sent Me, that any of them should perish." "But
this is the will of Him that sent Me, that I shall raise them up at the
last day." Consequently, the household must be complete. If, in
olden time good Samuel would not hold a feast, would not offer
sacrifice, would not enter upon any worship, till little David was
brought before him, and said, " I can do nothing till he come hither,"
methinks my Lord would say, if there should be one of His little ones
absent on that day, as He calls each over from His roll, "I will not
crown one of them till he comes;" "I will not open the kingdom of
heaven to one of them till they are all there." "Enter thou the joy
of thy Lord" must reach the soul that is ransomed by blood Divine, nor
can one be left behind.-The late Rev. Joseph Irons, 1851.
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COVENANT SHELTER.

" Under His wings sha·lt thou trust."-Ps. xci. 4.
THE redeemed Church of God consists of a spiritually poor and a
widely scattered people. Yet dwell they continually under the
inviolable covert of Jehovah's outstretched wings-wings which
embrace the east, the west, the north, and the south. This precious
revealed truth was instructively set forth in the vision granted to
Peter, as we read in the Acts of the Apostles, when he saw heaven
opened, and a certain vessel descending unto him, as it had been a
great sheet--or sail-" knit" at the four corners, and let down to
the earth, " wherein were all manner of four-footed beasts of the
earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air."
No doubt those visionary creatures represented elect Gentile sinners
saved by Divine grace, whom Peter's Jewish prejudice would have
excluded from the kingdom of heaven. But they whom Simon
called" common, or unclean," were freely accepted of God, and
were" received up again into heaven" as privileged sinners who
had been effectually" cleansed."
It is interesting to note the fact that the vessel containing
the cleansed creatures was" knit," or fastened, or bound together,
at the four corners, so as to secure the safety of its inmates.
How very blessedly does this incident illustrate the love, care,
and wisdom of the God of salvation. Nothing in His marvel·
lous scheme of redemption hangs upon a contingency-such, for
instance, as "the will of man" (John i. 13). The Covenant
sheet enclosing the "blessed company of all believing people"
is " knit" at the four corners-knit by the hands of Omnipotence,
so that no possibility exists of one favoured inhabitant's creeping, or falling, or being plucked, out of his abiding-place. The
least and last of Jehovah's saints is as really safe as any other,
and the trembling believer who peruses these lines may well rest
contented with his lot.
" There is a safe and secret place
Beneath the wings Divine,
Reserved for all the heirs of grace:
Oh, be that refuge mine!
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" The least, the feeblest there may hide,
Uninjured and unawed ;
Nhile thousands fall on every side,
He rests serene in God."
No hostile hand can touch the" hidden ones" who trustingly dwell
under the shelter of the Divine pinions. Satan, nor the world, nor
sin, can penetrate that sanctuary to hurt so much as a hair of the
heads of the saints. No weapon formed against the God-shielded
Church can possibly prosper.
How blessed, then, is the portion of all whom grace has enabled
to flee for refuge to the Secret Place of the Most High. They abide
under the shadow of God Almighty-God All-sufficient. Their
privilege is to be restful and peaceful-to be anxiously careful for
nothing, but to commit all their cares to Him Who withholds
no good thing from them that seek to walk before Him acceptably.
As Thomas Kelly's well-known lines sweetly sing :" Since His love and mercy found you,
Ye are precious in His sight;
Thousands now may fall around you,
Thousands more be put to flight;
But His presence
Keeps you safe by day and night.
" Lo! your Saviour never slumbers,
Ever watchful is His care;
Though ye cannot boast of numbers,
In His strength secure ye are ;
Sweet their portion,
Who our Saviour's kindness share.
" As a bird beneath her feathers
Guards the objects of her care,
So the Lord His children gathers,
Spreads His wings and hides them there;
Thus protected,
All their foes they boldly dare! "
And yet how sad is the fact that many of the Lord's people speak
as though their heavenly Father dealt with them at a distance,
and needed to be abjectly pleaded with for consideration and compassion. Why! has He not caused it to be written, once for all,
that" His compassions fail not"? Why, then, dare any child of
God doubt His tender mercy towards him? "Thou, 0 Lord, art
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a God full of compassion, and gracious; longsuffering, and plenteous
in mercy and truth." Two things combine to "keep" the saints
under perpetual cover of the wings of the Tri-une Jehovah; one,
His unchangeable character of mercy, and the other the sworn
provisions of the everlasting Covenant. Oh, what absolutely
inviolable securities are both these! Well may the Holy Spirit
have inspired that Word of Truth which adoringly avers-" The
beloved of the Lord shall dwell in safety by Him; and the Lord
shall cover him all the day long "-all the day long, whatever that
day may bring with it in the Divine providential appointments.
" Say ye to the righteous, that it shall be well with him." That
is enough! It is quite right, with this Covenant promise in view,
that faith should be constantly expecting and asking for that which
is " well." The God of that promise cannot" deny Himself;" it
therefore has stood" true from the beginning; " it is true to-day;
and will be also true when time shall be no longer. Let us, then,
fellow-believers, rely implicitly on this most sure word, leaving to
the Lord Himself to decide for us that which in His unerring
judgment, is really" well." He can but choose wisely. Let us,
therefore, seek to live habitually upon this word-" Say ye to the
righteous that it shall be well with him." Brethren, shall we not
endorse dear John Kent's reflections upon it ~" What cheering words are these!
Their sweetness who can tell ?
In time and to eternal days,
'Tis with the righteous well.
" Well, when they see His face,
Or sink amidst the flood;
Well, in affliction's thorny maze,
Or on the mount with God.
"'Tis well when joys arise,
'Tis well when sorrows flow;
'Tis well when darkness veils the skies,
And strong temptations blow,

:'
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" 'Tis well when at His throne
They wrestle, weep, and pray;
'Tis well when at His feet they groan,
Yet bring their wants away.
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" 'Tis well when they can sing
As sinners bought with blood,
And when they touch the mournful string,
And mourn an absent God.
" 'Tis well when on the mount
They feast on dying love;
And 'tis as well, in God's account,
When they the furnace prove."

It greatly honours and magnifies their God when His children thus
confess His loving dispensations, however painful to flesh and blood,
or contrary to the will of man. The consciousness of being protected day and night by the wings of omnipotence, may well inspire
in the sheltered ones songs of gladness and courage. "Let the
inhabitants of the Rock sing "-sing with heart and voice, sing
lustily and with a good courage :" Through the love of God our Saviour,
All will be well ;
Free and changeless is His favour,
All, all is well!
Precious is the blood that healed us ;
Perfect is the grace that sealed us ;
Strong the hand stretched out to shield us ;
All must be well !
" Though we pass through tribulation,
All will be well ;
Ours is such a full salvation,
All, all is well!
Happy, still in God confiding,
Fruitful, if in Christ abiding,
Holy, through the Spirit's guiding,
All must be well!
, We expect a bright to-morrow,
All will be well ;
Faith can sing through days of sorrow,
All, all is well!
On our Father's love relying,
Jesus every need supplying,
Both in living and in dying,
All must be well! "
Yes, " and in dying," for" precious in the sight of the Lord is the
death of His saints." How precious who can tell till a personal
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experience of it is enjoyed in the passing soul 1 If our blessed
Redeemer tarry yet a while in His coming for us, to have a desire
" to depart" and to be with Him is our happy portion, and when
our call arrives from the Throne of Grace-for thence it will proceed
-we shall assuredly prove the blissful meaning of that Scripture,
" For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into
the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Ohrist."
" There is a land of light, my heart,
There is a land of light!
It lies beyond the cloud of years,
And, oh, its beams are bright!
The City fair,-a jewelled Bride,Stands in her jasper sheen;
Her crystal spires flame far and wide
With splendours rich and keen.
" Then hope unto the end, my heart,
Then hope unto the end!
E'en now thou hast but little time
In sins and sighs to spend.
Thy Saviour maketh all things new,
And bright His work will be;
There is a home of fairest hue
For thee, my heart, for thee! ,;

Clifton.

J. O.

DEATH can never feel death. They are living souls who feel darkness
and death, and mourn over it.-Rev. Matthew Welland.
THUS it is with the soul burdened with guilt and apprehensions
of wrath who is seeking the beloved Saviour, but who, like the spouse,
for a season finds Him not. In the Scriptures, in the means of grace,
in Christian conversation, the soul may be searching after Him; but
until He please to manifest Himself there is no tracing of His whereabouts, no enjoyment of His presence, no word of compassion heard
from His gracious lips. But He never loses sight of those seeking
Him, however dark the season may be with them: "He knoweth
what is in the darkness; and the light dwelleth with Him." He
may conceal Himself awhile to intensify their desire to behold and
possess Him; but He will ultimately " fulfil the desire of them that
fear Him; He will also hear their cry and will save them." Job
proved this in the end to his complete satisfaction; and so will all
" God's elect, who cry day and night unto Him, though He bear long
with them."-A. J. Baxter.
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l811gti.tn 19npen:"
WELLSPRINGS.
" Behold, the half was not told me."-l

KINGS

x. 7.

THESE werc the words of the Queen of Sheba when she came to see for
herself all the wisdom and riches and fame of the greatest of earthly
kings. For" God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding exceeding
much, and largeness of heart, even as the sand that is on the sea-shore.
And Solomon's wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the children of the
east country, and all the wisdom of Egypt. For he was wiser than
all men, . . . and his fame was in all the nations round about. . . .
And there came of all people to hear the wisdom of Solomon, from all
the kings of the earth, which had heard of his wisdom." And the
conclusion was as Sheba's queen expressed it, "Thy wisdom and
prosperity exceedeth the fame which I heard"-or, as the margin reads,
" Thou hast added wisdom and goodness to the fame." As the Holy
Spirit guides and enables, let us view this typically, and see" a greater
than Solomon" as hearing this word from the lips of everyone of His
elect vessels of mercy when they are gathered to His presence and
behold His glory. Surely, surely, as grace-saved redeemed sinners
are conducted from glory unto glory, following the Lamb whithersoever He leadeth; on and on through the countless ages of eternity,
unlearning earthly knowledge and ever learning with fresh delight and
satisfaction more and more of the wonders of that love,-they shall,
as they praise and adore, exclaim, "The halt was not told me." Thou
exceedest it all! My highest expectations are as nothing in comparison
with what I now see. The first glimpse of Thy face is not what I
thought, but what Thou art, all glorious Lamb of God! Heaven is
not what I pictured it in my finite mind. The countless myriads
around the throne are not one mass of glittering whiteness; but
individual blood-washed sinners. The angelic throng with their
veiled faces as they cry unceasingly, Holy, holy, holy, were crude in
my earthly imagination. But here at home, for ever with my Lord,
I have new sight, new eyes to behold His glory; new perception to
comprehend the wonders of it all; spiritual intellect to understand
the heights and depths of grace; and I know, as I am also known, not
through a glass darkly, but face to face! And I am proving what I
have so often sung on earth :" But ah! my tongue would fain express
All His love and loveliness:
Living lips are dumb at best;
We must die to speak of Christ! "
" The halt was not told me"! Shall we not say this up yonder of the
Book of books, that mine of wealth into which His children are ever
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digging with fresh delights; ever desiring to " search diligently" like
those of old; ever, under the Holy Spirit's illumination, finding new
truths, though ever old; clearer glimpses therein of the incarnate
Word; proving daily this inspired Book to be the man of our counsel,
our guide, our chart, our lamp ~ None other book is like it; none
can compete with it. All centres here, and herein we are gaining our
knowledge for eternity. Here is the imperishable seed-germ of eternal
life; exhaustless its treasures, countless its grains of gold, boundless
its supply, and every jot and tittle thereof eternally" settled in heaven."
" Oh, be it mine, yet more and more, I pray,
To meditate therein both night and day."
And yet, alas! poor ignorant, dull, slow-hearted learner that I am,
knowing nothing as I ought to know it, having daily cause to mourn
my sinful, guilty negligence of it, and daily deploring increasing
ignorance of it, this sacred Word of the living God, which is inexhaustible, and unparalleled! Yet, as He is wont as the patient Teacher to
instruct His slow-hearted learners again and again, line upon line and
precept upon precept, and causing their hearts to burn as " Thy words
were found, and I did eat them; and Thy word was unto me the joy
and rejoicing of mine heart; for I am called by Thy Name, 0 God of
Hosts,"-so they learn in measure what the wonders and glories yet
to be revealed shall be, and when grace-saved sinners look into the
face of the incarnate Word Himself, will they not one and all exclaim,
as they are lost in wonder and adoration-"The half was not told me "~
We shall know then as even now we are known. We shall ever go on
learning to the praise of the Lamb, the verities of that Word-the
wonders of the Gospel-the opening up of its Divine prophecies, as
now" in part" we know, and that but little; yet all will be fulfilled
then and opened up to us in a capacity able to receive these
things that are now hidden mysteries. Our life's chequered history;
its joys and sorrows; its valley walkings; its unanswered prayers;
its deep mysterious hush! over some sorrows wherein He only gives us
" What I do thou knowest not now, but thou shalt know hereafter."
Bereaved one, sorrowing one, wait for this! It. will be well worth
the waiting when He explains to His child all the why and wherefore,
and that other" half" which you could not bear to have" told" you
in your finite state. Gladness then will replace your sorrow as you
say, "The half was not told me," and in that day you will give the
Lamb His worthy due: "Just and right are all Thy ways, Thou King
of saints."
And then, again, I was thinking with what delight He will reveal
truths and matters we have longed to know here. What sweet surprises
He has in store for us. Ah! there will be no monotony in the gloryland! Ceaseless praising there will be, day and night, but at fresh
cause for praise! Led by the Lamb Himself, "by fountains of living
waters," we shall in our glorified state be made known to Abraham,
Isaac, and J acob! All the living saints in glory, our fellow-worshippers,
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known then to each other in the Person of their Living Head! Those,
too, who were, so far as we read of them in the Divine Scriptures, nameless-and yet well known to Him, Who gave us to read of-a little
maid-a widow woman, many widows-a little child, etc. No nameless ones up yonder! All names, and those "new names" in the
Lamb's Book of Life. "Mine!" He says, to be revealed" in that day
when I count up My jewels."
Oh ! wonders in grace and in glory. An unremembered, unacknowledged service here (and well so, since our most holy things are stained
and marred with sin), and yet there His children will be answered as
to their" When, Lord?" "Verily, I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye
did it unto one of the least of these My brethren, ye did it unto Me."
And" the cup of cold water," magnified through the grace of the
Author of it, shall there redound to His glory.
It is here, we know only" in part," and that a very small part! Our
vessels are of small capacity; but then, if they are supplied by the
Author and Giver of all grace, foretastes of glory. For grace is glory
in the bud. Grace cannot be spoken of apart from Christ, and therefore
it is this side of glory. Grace is Christ in us here; glory is Christ all and
in all up yonder. Grace is the bud, of which glory is the flower. Grace
is the seed, of which glory is the fruit. Grace is God's dwelling-place
in these lesser heavens; glory is the dwelling-place of the saints in
the heaven of heavens. Grace is the sphere of the angels' joy here;
glory is the theme of their praises yonder. Grace is the reflex beam
of Immanuel's face in the saints below; glory is that they may see
Him in His beauty above.
Oh! no wonder, beloved reader, that with and beyond the exclamation of the Queen of Sheba, the Lamb's wife shall say, " The half was
not told me ! " We sometimes now " sing of the realms of the blest ;
but what must it be to be there?" We sing of what freedom of sin
will be; but what will it be to realize the death of sin? What will it
be to " first tread as sinless saints that sinless land"; to have no shade
nor stain upon our white garments; no fear, no shame upon our faces;
no mark of sorrow, but joy pure and unmixed; to walk the length
and breadth of that land where the curse is not known, but holiness
and glory reign eternally? "The half was not told me." "But when
I awake with Thy likeness, I shall be satisfied."

R.
DISTRESSED-DEBT-LADEN-DISCONTENTED.
(1 SAM. xxii. 2).
THIS passage has always been very sweet to me, discerning in it David's
"Greater Son." There are many striking features in the history of
David wherein we see types of the believer and of Christ. He was in
many respects a man of sorrows-treacherous friends, unfilial son,
constant attack of enemies, many griefs; and there are also many

460

The Gospel Magazine.

features in connection with his leadership and suffering with his people
that are touching parables of Christ and His people. May the Spirit
give us grace to understand them.
In this verse (1 Sam. xxii. 2), when David was in the cave of Adullam,
" everyone that was in distress, and everyone that was in debt, and
everyone that was discontented, gathered themselves unto him."
The believer sees in this the great Refuge and Lover of his soul, even
Jesus. He reads as in a glass the history of his state by nature, and
how when the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
Jesus Christ, his soul saw distress, debt, discontent all round. This
holds true still, even when he is enabled by the Holy Ghost to
" read his title clear
To mansions in the skies."
Is there not a sweet significance in this resort to David when he was
in straits himself 1 The distressed went to him knowing his fellowfeeling. And so we in our grief go with confidence to One who was
"acquainted with grief." He is the "Captain of our salvation,
perfect through sufferings."
Let us look into this passage, and by the Holy Spirit's enlightenment
see how favoured we are by grace. Oh! child of God, what a happy
lot is thine! Not only to have a strong habitation whereunto thou
mayest continually resort, but to be bidden to go there-and the oftener
thou goest the more welcome thou art-God's ways are so different to
man's ways. With man continual going wearies him and offends him;
but God loves the constant approach and supplication of His loved
ones for whom He gave His only begotten Son.
" Everyone that was in distress came to David." Dear reader, who
among us has not known distress 1 Many of the Lord's precious
children are in distress from various causes. With some are heavy
trials from without, losses, anxieties, perplexities, cares that press
down the soul also with their darkness and magnitude. They are an
by the Lord's permission and knowledge, for nothing can toueh " the
apple of His eye" without His cognisance-" In all their affiiction He
was afflicted." Be of good cheer, dear sufferer, David himself at the
close of his eventful life said, " The Lord that hath redeemed my soul
out of all distresses." How frequently in Ps. cvii. we read, "He
delivered them out of their distresses," when hungry and thirsty in
wandering, when cast down, when near death, when in danger on
the sea, in distresses, He delivered them out of all. And will He
the less appeal for thee 1 Our God Who has delivered, Who doth
deliver, and in Whom we trust yet to deliver, will be faithful to His
word. And if in earthly trials He deliver, how much more when
distress of soul comes upon thee, when thou art discouraged because
of the way 1
In distress when convicted of sin, when the great light shines upon
gross darkness, when the knowledge of all thou art awes thee and thou
art dumb with dismay, most truly in distress, resort to thy David.
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He alone can shield thee. In Him is righteousness, righteousness
which is thine by imputation; clothing to cover thee, clothing of
WTought gold-notice the word wrought, implying preparedness;beauty in every form to encourage thee, so that He, looking upon thee,
shall say with loving rapture, " Thou art all fair, my love; there is no
spot in thee."
In distress, whatever is pressing thy soul, dear reader, is pressing
Him too, so closely is thy life entwined with His that all thy distress
is His distress, and He, the Lord of all, will deliver thee out of all.
He sees the needs-be for it, yet He is exercised with thee. There is
much to distress us for His sake. He knows the tender yearning that
would fain have no indifference, no daring presumption, no grief for
Him, either from thyself or from a careless, godless world. He is
patient with all for thy sake, seeing the end from the beginning
and looking only to His beloved people bought with His own
blood.
Then note, " Everyone that was in debt," or, as the margin has it,
"had a creditor," " gathered themselves unto him." How deeply art
thou in debt, dear soul; so deeply thou canst never, never pay Him.
My broken covenant of works entails far, far more than ever dreamt
of, and no money, nothing wherewith to discharge the least particle
of the heavy, crushing ruin. Think what sin is: thought, as well as
word and deed; sin in every fibre of our being, through, and through,
and through. We are involved in utter, hopeless, helpless bankruptcy.
Not all hopeless, for David's greater Son has paid it, " paid it all long,
long ago," and thou art free.
" Payment God will not twice demand:
First at thy bleeding Surety's hand,
And then again at thine."
Oh no! He is a just God and a Saviour.
together in Him.

Mercy and truth have met

" Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply to Thy cross I cling."
That cross with the Sin-Bearer, the Debt-Payer, the Distress-Reliever,
the Mediator, the Man Christ Jesus; that cross speaks peace and
payment of all; and to all that are in debt, with nothing to pay,
repair to the great Captain of their Salvation and find deliverance
there. "He frankly forgave them all." Oppressed, indeed, is the
debt-laden soul, but He has paid; purchased freedom with a great
price, even Himself, and so no law-threatening foe can touch the
redeemed soul, since He will answer for thee.
And we read further that everyone that was discontented, or as the
margin expresses it, was" bitter of soul," gathered themselves unto
him. This we do understand well. The Christ-loved soul is dissatisfied
with all of earth; it can only find rest in Him.
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" For ah! the Master is so fair,
His smile so sweet to banished men,
That they who meet it unaware
Can never rest on earth again."

And mark, He drew us. We might have remained satisfied with the
poor, vain, dying world but for His drawing, distinguishing love. We
love Him because He first loved us, and once knowing Him, there is
no charm on earth again. Earth's sights are beautiful; the handiwork
of God-mountains, sylvan glens, bright fields and sweet flowers,
glorious sunshine, sunset glow-everything which He sends bears His
impress of good which He first pronounced in Eden. But all here is
transitory, fading, passing away; loved ones, "the dearest, the
sweetest, the best may not stay." We turn from one joy to another,
from one fulfilled desire to another, and nothing satisfies. Restless
and longing after a sight of the Saviour of the soul, we find abiding,
abiding rest in His love, we are content in the clasp of the everlasting
arms.
Discontented-whom does He satisfy ~ He satisfies the longing
soul.
" All the fitness He requireth
Is to feel your need of Him."
"He will satisfy the poor with bread." "Blessed are the poor in
spirit." "I am poor and needy, yet the Lord thinketh on me." Then
"the fatherless shall eat and be satisfied." Oh, what a sweet promise
this to the mourner bereft of a dear father! what balm to the spirit.
We who have seen the precious form of a most dearly loved and loving
father in death, and have felt that henceforth life on earth would be
a terrible blank; yes, and the loneliness and longing deepening; oh,
how this assurance stills the longing, and has satisfied!
Then" the meek shall eat and be satisfied." The Lord loveth the
meek. The meek are among the heavenly-minded ones whom the
Saviour classed as "Blessed." The man Moses, "with whom God
spake face to face as a man speaketh unto his friend," "was very meek
above all the men which were upon the face of the earth." Thil:l man
was the one who died alone with God, and was buried by God Himself.
He was satisfied with his Lord, and esteemed the reproach of Christ
greater riches than the treasures of Egypt. And of him we read,
" There arose not a prophet since in Israel like unto Moses, whom the
Lord knew face to face."
Again, "My people shall be satisfied." My people! How lovingly
He speaks of His possession, the people of His choice and purchase:
" My people shall be satisfied." There will be 110 longing, 110 yearning
restlessness, no desire unfulfilled; but they shall be abundantly
satisfied.
And, dear reader, most wonderful of all is, " He shall see of the travail
of His soul and be satisfied." This is indeed wonderful, that He,
looking upon us, shall be quite contented and see us spotless and
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beautiful in His righteousness, washed in His blood. Let us look to
see with what He satisfies. "I will satisfy the poor with bread." "I
am the Bread of Life." Himself satisfies. "Satisfied with favour,"
and" in His favour is life." "Satisfied with the fatness of thy house."
Well, indeed, shall we feast" in My Father's house." Fatness indicates
abundance, no stint; and we read again, "Satisfied as with marrow
and fatness." Marrow seems to suggest the best part, the kernel, so
to speak; the heart and fatness mean richness and plenty. Then
"we shall be satisfied with the goodness of thy house," and" My
people shall be satisfied with goodness." "Satisfieth thy mouth
with good things." And so, dear reader, it is goodness and mercy,
goodness and mercy, all the days of our life, and then the goodness of
His house for ever. I think the summit of satisfaction is expressed in
Ps. xvii. 15: "I shall be satisfied when I awake with Thy likeness."
Yes, to be like Him will be when we shall see Him as He is. No words
can express the thrill of joy then; not the momentary thrill of earth,
not a passing glimpse, but abiding for ever and ever.
I have often felt when with people of the world-people who have
all they desire at command-how poor, how very poor, it all seems;
what a weary look they have in their best and choicest delights, and
still a craving for something a little different. It is so unlike the humble
Christian, who, with shining eyes and proud heart, dilates upon the
bliss even now; the joy of salvation, of continual presence and provision and protection, and all the certainty of the abundant exceeding
supreme felicity in store. One thinks of the lines :" My glorious Forerunner,
What must Thy heaven be,
If it is so entrancing,
The very thought of Thee."
The" bitter of soul" find the sweetness of His love, just as the sickly
sweetness of this world issues in bitterness of soul.
Let the deeply tried, deeply taught, and deeply loved sons and
daughters of Zion he of good courage, for mutual satisfaction is at
hand. He Himself satisfied with the travail of His soul, and His
redeemed satisfied when they shall awake with His likeness and " see
Him-Him-as He is."
" In the joy of Thy salvation
There is heaven on earth to me ;
What then-glorious expectationMust Thy heaven in heaven be ! "
NETTIE.

MAN has a heart for business, for pleasure, for everything but
God. He may read the Bible, he may repeat prayers, he may
attend ordinances, but his heart is not in them, he has no heart
for these things.-The late Rev. W. A. Oornwall.
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THE MYSTERY AND MARROW OF THE BIBLE IN GOD'S
COVENANTS.-No. XXXVI.
By FRANCIS ROBERTs, M.A., 1657, A.D.-Edited by the Rev. J. E.
WALKER, M.A.
(Oontinued from page 413.)
THE holy anointing oil unites the high priesthood with the sacred
tabernacle (Ex. xxx. 22-30). That God should ensure the singularity
of the holy ointment under the sanction of a capital penalty, shows
conclusively what value He attached to its mystical significance. To
suppose that this sacred chrism was merely a ceremonial part of the
ritual, with no doctrinal solemnity of its own, is to insult the wisdom
of Him, Who ordained it under so awful a sanction.
The materials of which it was composed numbered five-the signature
of redemption-pure myrrh, cinnamon, calamus, cassia, and oil of
olive. The myrrh was in weight five hundred shekels. As a strong
aromatic unguent of astringent and bitter, but cleansing and purifying
properties, the myrrh becomes an emblem of the bitterness of our
Lord's Passion; and as the burial ointment of the ancients, for which
reason it was brought by Nicodemus with his offering of spices to the
Body of the crucified Redeemer (John xix. 39, 40), it also signified His
burial in the new sepulchre. The myrrh of the wise men (Matt. ii. 11),
prophesied of His death; and in His Resurrection-life and Intercession
the King's garments-the raiment of His glorified Manhood-are still
fragrant with the myrrh of His Atoning Sacrifice (Ps. xlv. 8).
In the imagery of the Song of Songs the myrrh is ever significant
of the bitter sweetness of Christ's Passion. The Church, sitting at the
King's Table, where there is a spiritual remembrance of His death,the lowly, but precious spikenard of her faith being in lively exercise,she so discerns the Body and Blood of Christ, that it is said, "a
bundle of myrrh is my Well-beloved unto me " (i. 13). Indeed, in the
whole Canticle myrrh becomes a constant emblem of the life-giving
Death of the King of love.
It has been exquisitely said by an old writer that our Lord's Passionlove is called a "mountain of myrrh," because it is infinite in its
plenitude of grace to us, as once of sorrow to Him. It is also" pure,"
or, more correctly, "flowing freely." This myrrh, as flowing freely,
is the fountain of the Precious Blood flowing from the pierced side
of Jesus Christ.
The next two compounds of the holy ointment, making between them
also five hundred shekels, are the cinnamon and calamus. The
cinnamon was the bark of a tree belonging to the laurel species. Sweetness and an unfading verdure are thus united. It was the virtue of
the incommunicable God-head of the Person of the Son, that preserved,
under the curse, the natural weakness of the blessed Manhood in its
evergreen beauty. It was the infinite merit of the Godhead that
gave all-prevalent sweetness to the Mediation and Death of Jesus
Christ.
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The calamus, a word literally meaning in the Hebrew a reed, and
signifying an aromatic or sweet-smelling cane, may vividly express
the exquisite sensitiveness of the Holy Manhood. He did not come,
in His first Advent, as a strong cedar of Lebanon. He was rather the
calamus-reed. Sensitive to every whispered breath of malice and
slander, agitated, like a reed shaken with the wind, through sorrow and
suffering (John xii. 27), and at length bruised under the weight of sin
imputed and wrath inflicted, His gentle Manhood may well be compared to the tender reed of fragrance. The calamus and cinnamon
make one precious type of the sweetness of the Heart of our High
Priest, of Whom those gentlest words are said in St. Matt. xviii. 21
(Heb. iv. 14-16).
And so is the cassia, the last of these costly spices, of five hundred
shekels' weight, of which it is sung in the forty-fifth Psalm, "Thy
garments are [not" smell of "] myrrh, aloes, and cassia," for the raiment
of the King is woven of these fragrant spices.
A hin of oil was to be added to the holy chrism. This addition
signifies the grace of the Spirit, by Whom Christ was anointed" without measure" as our Priest-King. The olive-tree with its fatness, and
the pure oil from its bruised fruit, may signify the grace of the Holy
Spirit in the anointing of Christ's Human Nature, and the enriching
grace which we receive from Him, for" out of His fulness have all we
received, and grace for grace" (John i. 16). Gethsemane," the garden
of the olive-press," beheld His sorrows: Olivet His Ascension to the
Father.
The commandment that no ointment like unto this should be made
under penalty of death, and that it should never be devoted to ordinary
use, reveals the infinite pre-eminence of our Ascended Lord in His One
Sacrifice and Priesthood. Any invasion of His high and holy prerogative is absolutely forbidden. Any attempted rivalry with His allprevailing merits,-the intrusion of the mediation or intercession of
saints or angels,-is typically threatened with death everlasting.
It would be hopeless to attempt to compress into one paper all the
mystical teaching presignified within the tabernacle and its sacred
vessels, and fulfilled in the Person and redemptive work of Jesus
Immanuel.
The very numbers, so often repeated in the measurements, given
also so minutely, and with such a wealth of detail in the Divine directions, are significant. Seven is the signature of the Holy Covenant, in
which all the Eternal Counsels of grace are in Christ perfected. Three
and five, and the multiples of five, are the signatures of the Triune
Godhead, and of redemption. The three colours woven upon a groundwork of white, blue, purple, scarlet, represent always the three-fold
office of our Lord as Prophet, Priest, and King. The shittim-wood,
like the silver used in the tabernacle, seems always to signify the
incorruptibleness of the sinless Manhood, for it is said by some of the
Rabbis, Kimchi and Ben Melech, to have been the most excellent kind
of cedar, and of this the Temple was afterwards fashioned and made,
3°
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though it is more probable that the" vera acacia "-the true acaciais intended. The gold is, as always, the bright and glorious symbol
of the Godhead in the Person of the Eternal Son. Of these the whole
tabernacle was made, and all its interior furniture, and these are in the
One Mediator of the Eternal Covenant the foundation and substance
of our faith and hope.
It is worthy of remembrance that the Sanctuary or Holiest in the
tabernacle stood not east but west. This was just the reverse of the
" orientalism " of the buildings of superstition.
In the Holiest the awful silence might be broken only once in every
year, when, upon the great Day of Atonement only, the High Priest
with trembling heart and hushed and reverent tread might approach
the mercy-seat with the blood of the sin-offering. No light might
enter that draped and windowless sanctuary, not even the pure flame
fed with the all-sacred oil of the seven-branched candlestick of gold,
burning in the Holy Place. The solitary radiance in the Holiest was
the glory of the Ever-Living One, Who" dwelleth in light, which no
man can approach unto," and Whose throne is, through the mediation
of Jesus Christ, above the mercy-seat. Absolute Light is darkness,
and God is Light Uncreated and Eternal. In His own light, in Himself,
Self-revealed, that is in Christ only, the Light of Life, can we see light
and have access unto Him (Ps. xliii. 3, 4; St. John i. 18).
The Ark of the Covenant, named in the Targum of Palestine " The
Ark of the Testament," was made, with its mercy seat, of gold and
acacia wood, the "true acacia." This, the chief and holiest of all
the treasures of the old typical Covenant, represented the mystery of
our Lord's Person in two Natures, Very God and True, or Very Man.
The Ark was crowned-if indeed the Hebrew word intends a crownbecause it signified our Immanuel in His glorified estate of mediation
and grace at the Right Hand of the Father (Acts ii. 33), and not as a
protection to the mercy-seat, or lest the Law, contained therein, should
be exposed, for the golden shewbread table and the altar of incense
were also crowned. The mercy-seat, or propitiatory (Heb. ix. 5)
where, says the Palestinian Targum, the Lord said: "I will appoint
My Word to be with Thee," was of pure gold, signifying the Divine and
infinite merit of the Co-Eternal Son, our Mediator, in Whom man is
reconciled to God by the most precious Blood, for the mercy-seat was
sprinkled upon the Day of Atonement by the typical blood of the sinoffering, and above the mercy-seat the Divine glory is enthroned
dwelling in grace in the midst of the congregation, the ever-living
Shechinah.
Within the Ark of the Covenant were the two tables of the Law
(called in the same Targum "the Testimony") as representing Him,
Who is the Word of the Father, and Who said by the Spirit of prophecy
those precious words in Ps. xl. 6-10 :" Sacrifice and offering Thou didst not desire; mine ears hast Thou
opened: burnt-offering and sin-offering hast Thou not required.
" Then said I, Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it is written
of me,
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" I delight to do Thy will, 0 my God: yea, Thy law is within my
heart.
"I have preached righteousness in the great congregation: 10, I
have not refrained my lips, 0 Lord, Thou knowest.
" I have not hid Thy righteousness within my heart; I have declared
Thy faithfulness and Thy salvation: I have not concealed Thy lovingkindness and thy Truth from the great congregation."
The Obedience of the Human Life of God Incarnate" made of a
woman, made under the law," is thus expressed, by which Obedience
He has become the justifying Righteousness of His people. The ark
also held the pot of manna, for in Jesus Immanuel is the Living Bread,
and He is Himself the Heavenly and Incorruptible Manna.
The cherubim of gold were made of one piece with the golden mercyseat. These cherubim were, most probably, not identical in form and
shape with the mystic figures of Ezekiel and St. John, for those were
emblematic and ideal. These, on the contrary, must have been of
angelic form. Now the cherubim had been, in the primawal days, set
at the gates of the lost Eden" to keep the way to the tree of life"
against the unhappy exiles of the Fall. They would seem, then, to be
the ministers of the Divine Justice, and are so distinguished from
their arch-angelic compeers, the seraphim, who are the sweet spirits of
devotion. What then does the presence of these golden cherubim
express but that-the ministry of angelic holiness and justice being
reconciled in the reconciliation made for fallen man to the Divine
Justice through the most precious Blood of Him, Who is the Mercy
Seat of sinners-the terrible faces of those stern sentinels look no more
into the eyes of sinful souls, nor hinder their approach to the true Tree of
life. Rather, they contemplate, as these mystic holinesses upon the
ark, the mystery of the sin-atoning and life-giving death of Him, of
Whose redeeming love it is written: "which things the angels desire
to look into." 'rhe angel of the Resurrection, clothed in white raiment,
who rolled away the stone as the high minister of the Eternal Justice
when the Divine Surety was risen, may have been of this cherubic order,
and the two who sat beholding the place where the living Jesus had
lain-now empty, for was He not already risen ?-seem the living
correspondence of the golden watchers upon the mercy-seat. At that
throne of grace sinful souls can have access, and there only, to the
God of all grace, "Who dwelleth between the cherubim" (Ps. xcix.
1,6,7).
And that sanctuary for sinners must be theirs also, who are saints of
the highest sanctity, for what is a saint but a sinner redeemed by
grace, brought near to God in peace, abiding under the sheltering
wings of the Eternal Righteousness, which through the Blood of the
Covenant has become the Home of all that flee unto Jesus Christ, our
Redemption and Righteousness for ever?
The Holy of Holies had the cherubim woven also within its veil, and
that inner veil, which is said to have been six times doubled, and four
inches in thickness, was not of needlework like the outer veil. It was
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so woven that the design might be seen on both sides. At the Passion
and Death of Him, of Whose flesh, indwelt personally by the Godhead
of the Son, it was a type, this v,eil was rent" from the top" by invisible
Hands" to the bottom," in token that the Sacrifice had been accepted,
and that the Eternal Justice Itself had made open the way for sinful
souls, through faith in the Crucified, into the very Presence of Its own
Righteousness and Mercy.
The boards of the tabernacle were of the incorruptible wood, and
with the bars were cased in gold. The inner curtain of fine white linen
had woven into its fabric the same three symbolic colours-of blue,
purple, and scarlet-that were woven into the high priest's garments
of glory and beauty. The three outer curtains were of goats' hair
which, with the brass taches, represented the Godhead of the Eternal
Son, dwelling in sinless flesh, and under the humiliation of His
earthly life, the predestined sin-offering: of rams' skins, dyed red, upon
which Augustine has sweetly said: "Who will not remember in this
covering Christ, with all His garments dyed red in Gethsemane and
at Calvary, for there He became our~whole burnt-offering ~ "; and
the third or outer curtain of badgers' skins (A.V.), though what the
Hebrew term intends is not really known. It must at any rate have
been made of some strong and durable material, and may signify the
outward aspect of Him, of Whom the holy prophet has written :"He hath no form nor comeliness; and, when we shall see him,
there is no beauty that we should desire him.
" He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with griefs: and we hid as it were our faces from him; He
was despised, and we esteemed Him not" (Isa. liii. 2-3, and cf. lii. 14).
In the Holy Place, separated by the veil from the Holiest and immediately in a line with the Ark of the Covenant, stood the golden altar
of incense, the emblem of our High Priest as the Intercessor. It is
remarkable that in the Divine directions to Moses those for the making
of this altar are postponed until after there had been given others
relating to the brazen altar, in a direct line from which in the outer
court this golden altar stood. May not this be an intentional evidence
that in the counsels of God the Intercession of our Lord is founded and
established upon His Expiation and Atonement ~ This incense-altar
must be of purest gold, the Godhead of the Son ascended being no
more humbled for the enduring of the fires of the curse, but glorified
at the right hand of the Father. It is four-square, because the
Intercession of our Lord is ever prevailing for the universal Church
of the redeemed, and it is crowned and horned, as signifying our Lord's
heavenly Advocacy, glorified with a perpetual sovereignty of grace
and possessed of a plenitude of mediatorial power. In the Holiest
there was a censer of gold, only used by the high priest upon the Day
of Atonement. That seems to have represented Christ's Intercession
upon the actual day of the One perfected Atonement (John xvii). This
golden altar, with its holy incense composed of frailkincense and other
ingredients (Ex. xxx. 34-38), " beaten small" and continually offered,
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signified the perpetual Intercession which our glorified Lord offers
in the remembrance before the Father of His precious Death (Isa.liii.
5-12).
The candlOlltj('k with its branches was also of most pure gold, and
stood upon the south side of the holy place. It was divided by a
contral st,em into the three branches upon either side, and seems to
have belm fiLth er a golden lamp-stand than It candlestick. Triune
~rll.(,C, enli~htt'Jling the Church through Him who is" the Light of life,"
ILlld by Whom the sevenfold light of the Creative and Indwelling
~pirit is communicated to the election of grace, is signified in this
C'll.ndlestick which gave its solitary illumination to the holy place.
Is there not also expressed the truth that, as the branches are of one
beaten golden piece with the stem, so the Church has a mystical union
with her living Head, and by the three ornaments-the almondflowers, the knops, and (as the old versions render) the lilies-Jesus
Christ is pre-signified; in the lilies, in the purity of His Human life
(Cant. ii. 2); in the knops (or pomegranates) (Ges. Heb. Lex. p. 412),
in His most precious Death; in the almond-flowers, in His Resurrection, for the almond is earliest in blossom among all the trees. Thus
the light of the Church is from Him, Who now-not as then in the
one ancient Church in the wilderness but-in the many congregations
of the Universal Church" walks in the midst of the seven candlesticks" (Rev. ii. 1).
The light of all true religion is from this golden candlestick, fed and
nourished with the tempered or salted (Ex. xxx. 35) incense. Not the
rancid oil of superstition, nor the base oil of creature-religion, nor the
wild fires of sensationalism, but the purity of Covenant truth and grace
must lighten the Church of God (cf. Lev. ii. 13). Even the trays and
snuff-dishes are of pure gold, for the Divine chastenings are for the
increase of spiritual light and sanctified illumination in the soul,
graciously refined after the imitation of Christ.
The shew-bread table united again the gold of Deity with the
incorruptible wood of the perfect Manhood, and was also crowned,
for the living Jesus "crowned with glory and honour" is the Bread
of Life for the Israel of God. The loaves are called literally "the
bread of faces "-and the plural may be "the plural of excellency"for the Intercession of Christ is the memorial of the Redemption, in
which He was bruised as bread-corn is bruised. Upon the shew-bread
pure frankincense was offered, for His Intercession sweetens the
promise with which He feeds the living souls of His redeemed. He,
who feeds the flock, prays for the flock (John xvi. 47; xvii. 13, 14,20).
The loaves were continually renewed each successive Sabbath Day.
Our Sabbath under the New Covenant may agree best with the intention
of the type, for Jesus, the heavenly Manna, rose upon the first day,
and every seventh" first day" is to us the Lord's Day, of which even
the old Covenant plOphetically sang, and this was the hymn of the
last supper: "This is the Day which the Lord hath made. The
Stone, refused by the builders, is become the Head of the Corner.
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This is the Lord's doing: it is marvellous in our eyes" (Ps. cxviii. 2224).
In the outer court stood the altar of burnt-offering, in which the
golden signature of Godhead is changed into brass-Godhead in Its
strength, rather than in Its glory, and as subjected under the VictimManhood to the living fires of the eternal curse. These fires of
Uncreated and Divine wrath, burning and kindled against human sin,
only an Infinite and Eternal Person could have endured, and thus the
Person of the Victim-the Son of God, Incarnate-is the true Altar,
supporting and giving merit to the actual Sacrifice. The flame, once
burning upon the typical altar, might never go out,. and was in the
tabernacle and first temple kindled from Heaven. None might
quench those visible altar-fires, the symbol of the eternal wrath of
the Holy Lord God against sin. All through those typical days
they burned on, until the One Victim offered Himself at Golgotha.
Then those typical flames sank and went out. The altar itself was
four-square, as pre-signifying Him, Whose One Self-oblation has
redeemed all the election of grace (Matt. xxiv. 31; John xiii. 2),
for whom the Blood of the New Covenant was shed and given. The
heavenly city also "lieth four-square." The horns tell of the power
of grace through Jesus Crucified, and exactly express, in type, that
which the Holy Ghost has said in 1 Cor. i. 18 :" For the preaching of the Cross is to them that perish foolishness;
but unto them which are saved it is the power of God."
So Habakkuk sings of the Old Covenant, as fulfilled under the New:
"God came from Teman." . . . "He had horns coming out of His
hands." (And they became at Golgotha wounded, broken hands (Ps.
xxii. 16). "And there was the hiding of His power." . . . "Thou
wentest forth for the salvation of thy people, even for salvation with
thine anointed." (" Thy Christ," Vulg. : St. Matt. i. 21)... "I will
rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in God, my Jesus" (Vulg., and comp.
Matt. i. 23).
The brazen altar had in its midst a grate of brass, so set and placed
that the oblation, consumed by the sacrificial fires, could be seen by
none but those immediately ministering at or approaching close to the
altar. This would seem to signify that the mystery of redeeming
love and of infinite sorrow in the One Sacrifice, to which all the offerings
on the brazen altar looked forward, can only be discerned by faith,
drawing very near to discern them as the sorrows of the Soul of God.
So the words of the prophet, though written so many centuries before,
tell how His Soul should be made" an offering for sin." Those sufferings of the Crucified have all their merit as the sufferings of God,
Incarnate, as offered upon the Divine Altar of brass.
The brazen altar was hollow, so that it might be filled with earth,
whenever set within the court. This became typical of His sinless
Manhood, which was yet a true Human Natm:e taken into the Godhead,
even as the brass covered all the frame of the incorruptible wood. He
who is the Eternal Altar of the Covenant became the last Adam,
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that He might be the One Victim, God and Man, our Redeemer
and Redemption.
All these sacred vessels of the tabernacle had their own several
staves, in token that as Christ Jesus, " the true Tabernacle" (Heb. ix.
11-12), was a stranger in the world, and rejected by the children of
the ! outward covenant, His flock and people are to be pilgrims
also, like their Lord, with their faces towards the Father and the Home
(John xvii. 13, 24; xiv. 1-3). In the ark of the Covenant, as its
sanctity was to be inviolate from any human touch, the staves might
never be removed.
The laver, with its foot of brass, the form of which is utterly unknown,
standing in a direct line in the outer court with the altar of burntoffering and the golden altar-with the Mercy-seat also in the Holiestsignified the regeneration and gracious influence of the Spirit, which
is the fruit of our Lord's precious Death and of His Intercession. As
no details are given, no form expressed of the base of this sacred vessel
of purification, though it stood upon the sand of the wilderness, so the
heavenly birth and all the operations of the Spirit of life and grace
in the quickened soul-even though a mystery of spiritual quickening
actually fulfilled upon earth-are so divine, so secret, so hidden, so
supernatural, that our Lord said to Nicodemus in infinitely significant words: "The wind bloweth where it listeth, (such is the
sovereignty of grace), " so is everyone" (such is the oneness of the
renewed soul with the renewing Spirit (1 Cor. vi. 17) "that is born of
the Spirit" (John iii. 8). It will be remembered that this laver could
not have been filled with water from the fountains of earth in the
wanderings of the desert; only from the springing Rock, the type of
Jesus, who was once smitten that He might be unto every quickened
soul the Fountain of living waters (Num. xxi. 17-18; Isa. xii. 3;
John iv. 14; vii. 37-39).
True regeneration is altogether Divine and supernatural-the
quickening work of God in the soul of man, "dead in trespasses and
sins " (John v. 25, 26; Eph. ii. 1, 6; Titus iii. 5-7).
. I
No more can be endeavoured in the compass of one paper than a
most brief interpretation of the chief religious festivals. All these
were comprehended within seven months.
But first the ceremonies of the Great Day of Atonement claim our
attention. That it was held in the first month of the old secular year,
which had its singular and solemn inauguration by the Sabbathmemorial of the blowing of trumpets, gave it an intimate relation to
human life. That life, forfeited by sin, needed an expiation, which
only a Human Life in Personal Union with the Divine could render.
The Paschal Sacrifice, which began and consecrated the religious
year, was not only the type of redemption from the Destroyer, the
Eternal Justice, but contained also the idea of communion in the
benefits of that Redemption, for it was a feast, which the Day of
Atonement was not. The holy white vestments, consecrated to the
high priest's use on this day, signified the truth that the Divine Priest
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and Victim should assume the nature in which He must die, not under
the federal headship of Adam, with whom as the last Adam He is
contrasted as the Head and Surety of the New Creation, but in all
purity, as the sinless One, the Lamb of the one white fleece. And
these garments were left in the Holiest, as devoted to the solemnities
of this great day. So was the Human Nature of our Lord, when He
had offered Himself once, and not every year-for that was the
necessary, and, by comparison, infinite imperfectness of the typereceived into Heaven, where the White Lamb, wounded and slain,
is the Living Lamb in the midst of the throne. No inferior priest had
or might have any part in the rites of this awful day, and so it is most
infinitely true that Christ alone could" bear the sin of many, and make
intercession for the transgressors." His precious Death was represented
in all its aspects of atonement and expiation, and more particularly
in the bullock and the goat slain for a sin-offering, the blood of which
was taken within the Holy of Holies to be sprinkled upon and before
the golden mercy-seat. This signified the entrance of our ascended
Lord into heaven to present Himself there in the white vestment of
His Self-oblation. As the Passion Psalm sings-He was brought by the
Divine Justice even to "the dust of death" (Ps. xxii. 15), "that He
might be highly exalted, and a name given Him, above every name."
Four times, as the type of a full and all-sufficient redemption for the
Church Universal, was the blood sprinkled upon and before the MercySeat, and each time with a seven-fold aspersion, as the token of the
Covenant, the counsels of grace in which are perfected through the
One Atonement.
Of the scape-goat, or the Azazel, much has been written, and yet
the mystery remains. The opinion of certain Rabbis, adopted by
some early heretics, is to be abhorred by every Christian-that Azazel
is a name for the power of evil. This would be to believe that the
infinitely precious, because Divine, Sacrifice of Golgotha was offered,
not to the Judgment of God, but to Satan, and to prefer the assassin
of the Fall, with his usurped sovereignty over sinful man, to the
Justice and Righteousness of the Eternal God. And this would become
also a blasphemy of equally infinite guilt against the most precious
Blood, " the Blood of God."
The Arabic version would have Azazel to be the name of the desolate
land, to which the living goat was sent. The Syriac translates "the
Mighty God." Most seem to think that the word, with its latent
mystery, means" for a removing." It can scarcely be doubted that
the released goat represented the abandonment of the Cross, when the
Soul of the Divine Victim-" made sin," not only bearing sinsuttered all Its infinite desolation in the cry from the broken heart:
"My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me? "
The destiny of the scape-goat is entirely veiled in Holy Scripture.
Yet certainly, it was not one of prolonged agony, by thirst, as it has
been represented by a modern painter. Even the Rabbinical commentaries deny this. "The tender mercies of God are over all His
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works." The opinion of Matthew Henry and others that this living
goat represents the Resurrection of our Lord could hardly agree with
what is said of the" land not inhabited" (comp. also Lev. xvi. 36).
The old Jewish legend that a fillet of red cloth was placed upon the
neck of the scape-goat, and that it turned white, in token of expiation
made and accepted, and that the return of the goat was always
considered a fearful omen of guilt unatoned for and still required,
would lend a sanction to this interpretation of the abandonment of
the Cross. In the ceremonial cleansing of the leper, the living dove,
carrying on his snow-white wings to heaven the stain of the slain
dove's blood, did testify of the Resurrection and Ascension of Him,
Who became the Mediator of sinful souls by His wounds and death.
It has been said that the golden censer, kept in the Holy of Holies,
was used only upon this day. It was then filled with coals from the
brazen altar of sacrifice by the high priest, and on it was placed " sweet
incense, beaten small," the symbol of the Self-oblation of Him, Who
said those most precious words of intercession in John xvii., then
meekly going to offer Himself at Calvary; ascending afterwards to
bring within the Holiest, through the rent veil of His flesh, the merit
of that all-sufficient Oblation as our Intercessor and High Priest.
On the Day of Atonement, the trumpet of the Jubilee was to sound,
for our Redemption is our Deliverance from the servitude of sin (Rom.
vi. 14-22).
The Feast of Tabernacles was celebrated in the same month, on the
fifteenth day. It represented more especially the Incarnation, as the
word used by St. John evidently implies (i. 14). This feast comprehends also our Lord's own Resurrection as the Head, and that of all
His mystical Body in " the resurrection of the just," when the great
voice out of heaven shall be heard, saying ;" Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with
them, and they shall be His people, and God himself shall be with them,
and be their God" (Rev. xxi. 3).
It had, therefore, an holy convocation on the first day and on the
eighth day. Then" the mystery of God shall be finished." Therefore,
this feast had the signature of perfectness also in the number seven
(Lev. xxiii. 24-36): "the fifteenth day of the seventh month," and
"seven days shall ye offer." The booths or tabernacles seem to
express that great" mystery of godliness "-" God manifest in the
flesh," the willow, the emblem of sorrow; the citron (the fruit of the
"tree of beauty," Targum of Palestine) of fruitfulness; the palmbranches, of victory. These were all intertwined in His life, death,
and resurrection: "boughs of thick trees or trees interwoven." They
may also represent the afflictions, the fruitfulness, and the victory of
the Church in her wanderings and strangership in the world, for Christ
dwells in her by His spirit of grace, and she dwells in Him by faith and
love.
The Feast of the Passover-the great initial feast of redemption
and the sacrament of Israel's deliverance in the Exodus-has been

474

The Gospel Magazine.

already the subject of our thoughts. It had a kind of daily memorial
in the morning and evening lambs. These were the perpetual remembrance of Him, Who in the eternal counsels of redemption became the
morning-Lamb (Rev. xiii. 8) and" in the last times" (1 Pet. i. 19-21 ;
Heb. i. 2)-in the evening of the Divine dispensations, to which no
new dispensation can be ever added-the evening-Lamb at Golgotha.
Upon the sixteenth of Abib the sheaf was waved. This day was
hallowed as "the Sabbath of the Passover." The wave-sheaf, which
signified the dedication of the harvest, was sanctified by the sacrifice
of a lamb, and was a symbol of Jesus, risen from the dead on the first
day of the week, as the first-fruits of the whole harvest of grace (Rom.
xi. 16; 1 Cor. xv. 20-23).
.
The Feast of Weeks, or Pentecost, was celebrated fifty days after the
sheaf had been waved. The intervening days were to be counted from
the Sabbath of the evening of the wave-sheaf, to show the relation
between our Lord's death and resurrection and the gift and mission
of the Holy Ghost. Two wave-loaves were then offered, and it is
expressly commanded that they should be "baken with leaven."
These loaves may supply the key to the parable of our Lord in St. Matt.
xiii. 33, and prove sufficiently that leaven is not always a symbol of
evil and corruption. They may be a prophetic sign of the Jew and
Gentile as made, in the dispensation of grace, an offering unto God
in Jesus, crucified, risen, and ascended (Rom. xv. 16).
Of the ordinary sacrifices it may be added that the whole burntoffering, with its meat and drink offering, represented the Self-oblation
of our Lord; and that the sin-offering was to be offered only" by the
priest that is anointed," and the LXX. has in Lev. iv. 16 the very name
of Him (Ohrist), Who became our One sin-Offering. The blood of the
victim was sprinkled seven times before the inner veil, as a token of
the perfectness of the redemption, and seven times upon the altar of
sweet incense, to signify that "the soul obtains remission, pardon,
and peace, through Christ's Blood, once shed and always pleaded by
Him, who" ever liveth to make intercession."
The trespass or guilt-offering was subsidiary to the sin-offering, and
may express not so much the act of sin as its results, bringing guilt
upon the soul.
The peace-offering is distinguished from the other sacrificial oblations
in this-that the offerer might become a partaker in the flesh.
(None, however, might partake in the blood of any of the sacrifices
of Jehovah. That belonged only unto God, and so did the fat). The
peace-offerings were symbols of the precious fulness of all-sufficient
merit in the Sacrifice of the great Redemption which Christ has offered
to God, making peace by the Blood of the Eternal Covenant. The
feast of the peace-offering sweetly expressed the virtue of the Death
of Christ, by which the soul which is justified and brought near unto
God in peace through faith in His Blood, is inwardly strengthened
and nourished. Now under the New Covenant He gives us the true
and spiritual Feast, inwardly and by faith received ~ and partaken,
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"not," as Augustine says, carnally "with the teeth," but fed upon
in the heart-His Flesh and Blood; not in the bread and wine, which
are corruptible, but in the Word and the promise," that abide for
ever" (1 Pet. i. 18-25).
The living creatures appointed for sacrifice were to be without
blemish; therefore, St. Peter has written :" Forasmuch as ye know that ye were redeemed with the precious
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:
" Who verily was fore-ordained before the foundation of the world,
but was manifest in these last times for you.
"Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead,
and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God"
(1 Pet. i. 18-21).
It may be just remarked that the slaying of the unnumbered and
innocent victims in the presence of the priesthood of the Old Dispensation must have defended them from all cruel and uncompassionate
handling, and was thus a mercy to them.
If anything in these poor and trembling thoughts has been given
which may exalt in any heart the Name of the Mediator of the Everlasting Covenant, or magnify the riches of His grace, delivered typically
and with such wealth of detail in the Old Testament, but in the New
Testament revealed openly and sealed in His most precious Blood,
to Him with the Eternal Father through the Co-Equal Spirit, One God
in Three Blessed Persons, be all the glory for evermore.
"I WILL MAKE ALL MY MOUNTAINS A WAY."
(ISAIAH xlix. n.)
By Rev. W. T. TURPIN, M.A., INCUMBENT OF EMMANUEL CHURCH,
EASTBOURNE.
HERE is a blessed promise for all time. It is one of many others by which
God assured and comforted in rich mercy His poor and afllicted people
in past days. It is peculiarly applicable to the commencement of a
new period of time, shedding its own Divine light over the unknown
future, and leading the trembling and timid heart to repose in childlike
faith and trustful hope on His own blessed" I will."
Let us observe the condition in which those to whom the promise
was made were at this time-Israel had been for long in captivity and
exile in Babylon, and now the time of their release was at hand.
There is a solemn message to us in their state, they had become, as
it were, too acclimatized to the atmosphere of their captivity, and were
very unlike the exiles of Psalm 137. Alas, how like Christians in the
present day, so spoiled by the world and its influences, so much at
home in it, instead of being from home in it; so allured by its pleasures
and captivated by its spirit, that it is seldom one hears such a note as
" If I forget thee, 0 Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning."
How gracious then of the Lord at this juncture, in His own peculiar
tenderness to address such comfortable words to His ancient people
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as verse 13 records, "Sing, 0 heavens, and be joyful, 0 earth; and
break forth into singing, 0 mountains; for the Lord hath comforted
His people, and will have mercy upon His afflicted."
The first promise, here, appealed in a very special way to a people
who were characteristically a nation of shepherds; the figure of a
flock, therefore, would come home very powerfully to them; it is this
which underlies the tender words of verse 10. Surely His loved ones
to-day can rest upon and enjoy the assurance of a like interest and
care, and in the many vicissitudes of their journey home, they may
comfort their hearts with His pledged word that" they shall not hunger
nor thirst; neither shall the heat nor sun smite them: for He that
hath mercy on them shall lead them, even by the springs of water
shall He guide them."
Shall we not drink in the consolation of such gracious words? Shall
we not rest in our gracious Shepherd's care? He knows how to lead
His flock, He is touched with a feeling of our infirmities, He will not
over-drive, but lead on gently and tenderly to the end. Thus shall
we be preserved from hunger and thirst as well as from the smiting
influence of heat or sun.
Finally, let us treasure in our souls the precious words of verse 11,
which tells that He will make all the hindrances and difficulties in our
life to further His purposes, such are, after all, His appointments or
permissions,. if not directly sent by Him, they are allowed in His own
perfect ways, and hence He calls them" My mountains." Ah! what
a light is reflected upon many a dark crisis of our life when looked at
as "My mountain." There is no intimation that He will remove
such, but a distinct promise that they shall form a pathway, "I will
make all My mountains a way." He does not say some, but all; then
let us thank God and take courage.
Then notice--" I will make." Alas, how much we worry about the
unknown before us, when we might recline in peace on His" I will."
We often perplex ourselves by endeavouring to see the pathway from
afar, when we might be enjoying the repose of faith. May this be the
happy portion of all who read these words from day to day. May our
eyes be steadfastly fixed on the rising sun, so shall we be unmoved by
the hopes or fears of all that is quickly passing away; then we shall
be saved from a life of miserable anxiety to grasp and retain the falling
shadows of the fading light of time, because the bright Morning Star,
the harbinger of the day, is absorbing our whole soul's vision" The gloomy night will soon be past,
The morning will appear;
The harbinger of day at last
Each waiting eye will cheer."
" Thou Bright and Morning Star, Thy light
Will to our joy be seen;
Thou, Lord, wilt meet our longing sight,
Without a cloud between."
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THE PORTRAIT.
JOHN HOOPER, BISHOP AND MARTYR.
"THE memory of the just is blessed." The name of JOHN HOOPERthe subject of this month's biographical sketch-is fragrant with
peculiarly sacred memories. He was, doctrinally, one of the soundest
of the Protestant Reformers of the sixteenth century, and he sealed his
firm faith in God's pure truth by dying at the Papal stake, "not
accepting deliverance" from the flames at the ensanguined hands of
Mary Tudor. Our engraving of the noble Protestant martyr, together
with the following memorial, is taken from" Biographia Evangelica,"
a four-volume work published in 1779 by the Rev. Erasmus Middleton,
one of the earliest Editors of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Would God that
our present-day Bishops had grace to follow in the footsteps of such
a faithful witness for the truth as JOHN HOOPER, of Gloucester.
THE MEMOIR.
THIS great divine, who was born in 1495, was a native of Somersetshire, and received his academical education at Merton College in
Oxford, where he was sent in 1514, and placed under the tuition of his
uncle, John Hooper, who was made master-fellow of that house in 1513,
and was also principal of St. Alban's Hall. In 1518, JOHN HOOPER,
the nephew, was admitted bachelor of arts, which was the highest
degree he took in this university, and about the same time completed
it by determination. What became of him afterwards is not justly
known, but it is reported that he was one of the number of Cistercians,
commonly called white monks, and continued so for some years, till
he grew weary of a monastic life, and returned to Oxford, where he was
converted by books brought from Germany, and soon became a zealous
Protestant.
In 1539, when the statute of the Six Articles was put in execution, he
left Oxford, and got into the service of Sir Thomas Arundel, a Devonshire gentleman, to whom he became chaplain and steward of his
estate. This gentleman was a Roman Catholic knight, and was afterwards put to death with the protector, Duke of Somerset, in the reign
of Edward VI. He soon discovered that HOOPER was a Protestant,
who thereby lost his protection, and was obliged to fly into France,
where he continued some time among the Reformed, till his dislike of
some of their proceedings made him return to England. On his arrival
in his native country, he lived with a gentleman of the name of Seintlow,
where he became known, and was sought after to be apprehended.
Upon this, he disguised himself like a sailor, hired a boat, and went to
Ireland, from whence he went to Holland, and so on to Switzerland.
Bullinger was then at Zurich, where he succeeded Zuinglius in the
chair. He likewise had been obliged to forsake his country on account
of religion, and therefore gave a very friendly reception to HOOPER,
who was remarkable for his knowledge in the Greek and Hebrew
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languages, and who, by Bullinger's advice, married a Burgundian lady
during his residence in that country.
Edward VI. came to the crown in 1547, and HOOPER came to England
again, when he settled in London, where he frequently preached to the
people on several reformed doctrinal heads, and particularly against
pluralities. He had a great sweetness of temper, and was much
regarded by all the party of the Reformed, who inclined to a parity of
church government. His residence in foreign parts, where Reformation
bordered much upon levelling principles, had brought him into a train
of thinking no way favourable to church discipline. He made the
avoiding superstition a matter of conscience; but he ran into the very
extreme he shunned by his zeal to avoid it; for he superstitiously
declined usages which he owned to be indifferent in themselves, only
because they became important through the injunctions of superiors.
However, it will appear, that he was flexible in those points, and that
he could comply when he found the government was determined. He
agreed perfectly well with Cranmer and Ridley in the main doctrines
of the Reformation, and in zeal to promote it; yet they appear to have
been very apprehensive of his principles. HooPER was a worthy,
conscientious man. In his life he was blameless, but somewhat too
neglectful of those appearanees which are indispensible for giving
reverence to power, either civil or ecclesiastic, in the eyes of those
people who see no farther than exteriors. He was a person of good
parts, and well versed in the learned tongues. He was a good philosopher
but a better theologist, had not his principles been too rigid. He was
now appointed chaplain to the Duke of Somerset, and, perhaps, was
more severely treated on that account when his great patron lost the
Protectorship. In 154:9 he became an accuser of Bishop Bonner,
when he was to be deprived of his bishopric, which made him fare the
worse when Queen Mary came to the crown.
After HOOPER had practised himself in his popular and common kind
of preaching, he was called to preach before the king, who, in 1550,
made him Bishop of Gloucester, and about two years after, he had the
Bishopric of Worcester given to him to keep in commendam with the
former. The Earl of Warwick recommended HOOPER to this preferment, as a man who had all those virtues and qualities required by
St. Paul in a good Bishop in his Epistle to Timothy. But HOOPER
having resided in Switzerland, and imbibed some notions there, was
the means of introducing those disputes about things indifferent,
which have had since that time such a fatal corisequence in the Church.
It was customary to wear such garments and apparel as the Popish
Bishops used: first a chymere, and under that a white rochet; then
a mathematical cap with four angles dividing the whole world into
four parts. The most sensible men are not without their weaknesses
and whims. HooPER was a man of learning and of parts, but he had
taken it into his head that as these sacerdotal vestments were mere
human inventions, brought into the Church by custom or tradition,
and invented chiefly for celebrating the mass, and consecrated for
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that use, so they mere therefore among the ceremonies condemned
by the Apostle as beggarly elements. In answer to this it was told him
by Archbishop Cranmer and Bishop Ridley, that though tradition in
matters of faith was justly to be rejected, yet in rites and ceremonies
which were indifferent, custom alone was a good argument for the
continuance of that which had been long used. The Archbishop
therefore required HOOPER to conform himself to the law, but he
refused a rochet, and Cranmer refused to consecrate him without
it. The Earl of Warwick, who was then prevalent at Court, wrote
a letter to the Archbishop desiring him not to insist upon these
ceremonies from the Bishop-elect of Gloucester, nor to "charge him
with an oath burthensome to his conscience." It is said by some
writers, that this was the oath of supremacy; but others, with more
reason, conceive it the oath of canonical obedience to the Archbishop,
which consequentially commanded such ceremonies as HOOPER was
willing to decline; for it is improbable that the king would dispense
with any person from taking the oath of supremacy, wherein his own
dignity was so nearly concerned. Warwick also prevailed on the king
to write a letter to Cranmer in favour of HOOPER, wherein his Majesty
told his Grace, that "he had chosen HOOPER to be Bishop of Gloucester,
as well for his great learning, deep judgement, and long study, both in
the Scriptures, and other profound learning; as also for his good
discretion, ready utterance, and honest life for that kind of vocation.
From consecrating of whom [says the king] we understand you do stay,
because he would have you omit, and let pass certain rites and ceremonies offensive to his conscience, whereby ye think you should fall in
prremunire of laws: We have thought good to dispense, and discharge
you of all manner of dangers, penalties, and forfeitures, you should
run into, and be in any manner of way, by omitting any of the same."
This letter was dated the fifth of August, 1550, and was signed by
Somerset, and five other lords of the Council. But Cranmer insisted
that HOOPER should conform himself in all points, and denied him the
liberty of the pulpit, while the Council confined him to his house.
Cranmer consulted Bucer and Martyr upon this occasion, who were
also consulted by HOOPER. HOOPER continued strong in his prepossession, and many arguments were urged on both sides, which later
ages have more amply enlarged and explained. HOOPER then published a confession of his faith, in which he complained of the Privy
Council. Upon this he was committed to the custody of the Archbishop, who used all his endeavours to bring HOOPER off from his
singularities, but without effect. His Grace then informed the Council
that his prisoner was not content with his nonconformity, but had
offered to prescribe rules on this head to the public; whereupon the
Council ordered his Grace to send him to the Fleet, and he continued
there till the next year.
At last the Earl of Warwick deserted his chaplain, and the affair of
HOOPER, which had slept from August to March whilst he remained
in the Fleet, was resumed. He was brought before the Council, to
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explain himself on the difficulties which he had started. The objection
he made to the oath was, the " swearing by God, the saints, and the
holy gospels," when none but God Himself ought to be appealed to in
an oath. Upon this the king struck out those words with his own
hand, and allowed that no creature ought to be sworn by. As to the
point about the vestments, it was compromised on these conditions :
He was to wear the episcopal habit which was prescribed, when he was
consecrated, and when he preached before the king, or in his cathedral,
and in any public place; and on other occasions he was dispensed with.
On these terms he was consecrated in the usual form, by which he lost
much of the popularity he had gained by his declamation against the
established rites. Both parties had violently contended about this
matter, which was the means of introducing a contention into England
that hath been pernicious to the interests of religion and the
Church.
Thus HooPER was consecrated Bishop of Gloucester, on the eighth
of March, 1551, and then preached before the king, in his episcopal
habit. When he entered into his diocese, "he left no pains unta ken
nor ways unfought, how to train up the flock of Christ in the true word
of salvation, continually labouring in the same." He preached often,
kept good hospitality for the poorer sort of people, and was beloved
by all.
The see of Gloucester was looked upon as a poor pittance for so great
a divine, and, on the twentieth of May, 1552, he was declared Bishop
of Worcester, in the room of Heath, who was then a prisoner in the
Fleet for refusing to agree with the book of ordinations. HooPER
was permitted to hold Worcester in commendam with Gloucester, for
which he was censured by the Papists. "But let such know, that the
dioceses of Gloucester and Worcester lie contiguous. That many
single bishoprics in England are larger than both, for extent in land
and number of parishes. That Dunstan had the Bishopric of Worcester
and London with it at the same time, being far more remote. That
it is not having two bishoprics together, but the neglecting of one is
the sin, whereas HooPER, in preaching and visiting, afforded double
diligence in his double diocese."
The compliance of HooPER with the established religion was at this
time of great service to the public, but this plurality conferred upon
one prelate is a proof how far the Government began to deviate from
the strict maxim it had laid down of not suffering a bishop to keep even
a parsonage in commendam. HooPER made a very good use of his
power. He visited both sees, and did great services both to the Church
and State of England. He made to the king a deed of gift of his
Bishopric of Gloucester, and of all the lands and annuities he enjoyed
by the same. Soon after, that bishopric was dissolved, or rather
united with the see of Worcester, so that the jurisdiction of Gloucester
ceased. In the act of his translation to Worcester, he was made
bishop of the same during his natural life, "provided he behaved so
long well." But it is probable the new bishop enjoyed only a small
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part of the revenues considering the daily growing practice of courtiers
begging for ecclesiastical revenues.
When King Edward died, in 1553, religion was subverted, and this
good bishop was one of the first that was sent for by Queen Mary to be
at London, to answer Heath, the deprived bishop, and Bonner Bishop
of London, for being one of his accusers. HOOPER was seasonably
advised to make his escape, but he was determined to bear the storm,
and said, " Once I fled, and took me to my feet; now I will continue
to live and die with my sheep." He was brought up to London by a
pursuivant in August, and was very opprobriously received by the
Bishop of Winchester, who committed him prisoner to the Fleet on the
first of September following. He remained there several months,
during which time he was examined many times, and required to
recant his opinions, but he stood constant and resolute to the articles
of his faith. Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer, and Ferrar were also imprisoned. The Archbishop of York, and the Bishops of Bristol, Chester,
and St. David's were deprived of their bishoprics for having been
married. The sees of Lincoln, Hereford, and Gloucester were declared
void, because those bishops had misbehaved themselves. Thus were
seven bishops turned out all at once, by an authority which the bigoted
queen herself thought sinful and schismatical, and their sees were
filled with men in whom she confided.
The Council proceeded with vigor in matters of heresy, and removed
Cranmer, Ridley, and Latimer, to dispute with some members of the
convocation at Oxford, where they all suffered martyrdom. There was
a design of the same nature to be executed at Cambridge, over some
other bishops and eminent clergy, who were in the several prisons of
Newgate, the Fleet, and the Kings bench. But the prisoners set forth
a declaration, signed by HOOPER, Ferrar, Coverdale, Bishop of Exeter,
and seven divines, that they would not dispute unless in writing,
except it were before the queen and her council, or one of the Houses of
Parliament. To this declaration they added a summary of their
belief; for which they said they were ready to offer up their lives to
the halter, or the fire, as it should please God to appoint. This prevented any farther public conferences in religion, and it was determined
to silence the Protestants more effectually in another manner.
It would be disagreeable to particularize the numerous deprivations,
hardships, expulsions, and imprisonments, which the Protestants, both
clergy and laity, women as well as men, underwent. The Government
had the Parliament on its side, and drove on as furiously as could
be wished. Nothing was to be heard but declamations, from
their most florid preachers, in favour of their religion. Nothing
was to be seen in the streets but pageants exposed by Papists,
and pillories occupied by Protestants. Yet no pomp could amuse,
no severity could damp the spirit of the people.
Gardiner cheerfully undertook to put the laws in execution against
heretics; but as the people could not be intimidated by his threats, or
worked upon by his promises, the Council sent for the most popular
31
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preachers that were in custody, to begin the severities upon them,
according to Gardiner's plan. It was resolved that HOOPER, as the
most obnoxious to the Government, if not the most popular, should be
the leading sacrifice to Popery. They called him before them on the
twenty-first of January, 1555, and offered him a pardon by the name
of JOHN HOOPER, clerk, not acknowledging him to have been a bishop,
if he would confess his heresies, and return to the Church, which he
absolutely refused. Three articles were then exhibited against him,
for marrying, for allowing a divorce and second marriage in the case of
fornication, and for denying the corporal presence of Christ in the
sacrament. HOOPER owned himself guilty of the accusation, but
offered to defend himself against all who should maintain the contrary.
He behaved with all humility to the bishops, who treated him with
the utmost insolence, and remanded him back to prison.
The two persecuting Bishops of London and Winchester had a personal
hatred to HOOPER, who behaved with all the constancy of a primitive
martyr. He had kept up a correspondence with Bullinger, and others
of the reformed abroad, to whom he sent his wife Anne, and her children,
who was herself a foreigner; and he was at very little pains to conceal
his sentiments, none having been more active or more successful than
he was in the cause of Reformation. Bullinger wrote him a long letter
from Zurich, dated the tenth of October, 1554, wherein he desires
HOOPER to commend him to the most reverend fathers and holy confessors of Christ, Cranmer, Ridley, and Latimer. He exhorts them all
to be strong in the Lord, to fight a good fight, and to be faithful unto
the end, as Christ was their captain, and all the prophets, apostles, and
martyrs their fellow soldiers.
The Commissioners had declared that HOOPER ought to be deprived
of his bishopric, and he was brought before them again on the twentysecond of January at the Bishop of Winchester's house at St. Mary
Overy's. He was then asked to acknowledge the Pope to be head of
the Church, which he denied, as the Pope taught a doctrine directly
contrary to the doctrine of Christ. Therefore he would not condescend
to any such usurped jurisdiction; neither esteemed he the Church, of
which they call him head, to be the catholic church of Christ: "For
the Church only heareth the voice of her spouse Christ, and fieeth the
strangers." He was commanded back to the Fleet, and brought
before the Commissioners again on the twenty-eighth of January,
together with Mr. John Rogers, Vicar of St. Sepulchre's and reader of
St. Paul's. They were both examined, and sent away to be brought
into court the next morning, to see if they would relent. They were
conducted to the Compter in Southwark by the Sheriffs of London;
and HOOPER said to Rogers, as they walked through the street surrounded by the populace, "Come, brother Rogers, must we two take
this matter first in hand, and begin to fry these faggots ~" Rogers
answered: "Yes, sir, by God's grace." "Doubt not," replied HOOPER,
" but God will give grace."
The next morning they were brought again before the Commissioners,
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who sat in judgment in St. Mary Overy's church. HOOPER would by
no means condescend to the Commissioners, who condemned him, to
be degraded, and ordered him to be carried to the Clink, a prison near
the Bishop of Winchester's house, from whence he was removed to
NeW!!8,te the same night.
The people prayed for him as he was guarded through the streets,
'and he was kept close prisoner in Newgate six days. During this
time he was frequently visited by Bonner and his chaplains, who vainly
endeavoured to make him a convert to their Church. They offered
him wealth and preferment, which he despised, and then they spread
a report that he had recanted. This report soon came to his ears, at
which he was greatly grieved, and on the second of February wrote
'letter to disprove that false and malicious story, and to assure the
world that he was more than ever confirmed in the Protestant faith,
saying, "I have taught the truth with my tongue and with my pen
heretofore, and hereafter shortly shall confirm the same, by God's
grace, with my blood."
The Bishop of London came to Newgate, and degraded HooPER,
after reading the sentence of his degradation, wherein HOOPER is
called a Presbyter, under the jurisdiction of the Bishop of Winchester,
by whose definite sentence he was pronounced, "an open, obstinate,
and incorrigible heretic"; and, as such, was to be degraded from his
order, and for these demerits to be delivered to the secular power. "In
degrading this blessed bishop, they did not proceed against him as a
bishop, but only as against a priest, as they termed him, for such as he
was, these Balaamites accounted no bishop."
Rogers was degraded at the same time, and died a martyr in Smithfield, but HooPER was impolitically sent by the Government to die
.at Gloucester, that the hearers of his doctrine might be the witnesses
of his sufferings. By the order that was sent to burn him at Gloucester,
the Sheriff was directed to call in some of reputation in the county to
.assist at his execution. And because he was, says the order, " a vainglorious person, as all heretics are," he was neither suffered to speak
at large in going to his execution, nor at the place, for avoiding further
infection. He was much pleased at being carried to Gloucester, that
he might confirm with his death the truth which he had taught there
in his life, not doubting but the Lord would give him strength to perform the same to His glory.
On the fifth of February, before daylight, he was brought by the
Sheriffs from Newgate, to a place appointed near St. Dunstan's Church
in Fleet Street, where he was received by a body of the queen's guards
who were to carry him to Gloucester. He eat a hearty breakfast, and
leapt cheerfully on horseback without help. On the seventh he arrived
at Gloucester, where he found all the citizens assembled to see him,
who cried and lamented for his condition.
The next morning some of his friends were permitted to see him,
among whom was Sir Anthony Kingston, who found the good bishop
'at his prayers, and burst forth into tears, as he spoke in this manner:

a

484

The Gospel Magazine.

" I understand you are come here to die. But, alas! consider that
life is sweet, and death is bitter. Therefore, seeing life may be had,
desire to live, for life hereafter may do good." The bishop answered,
" Indeed, I am come here to end this life, and to suffer death, because
I will not gainsay the former truth that I have taught in this diocese,
and elsewhere. I do not so much regard this death, nor esteem this
life, but have settled myself, through the strength of God's Holy
Spirit, patiently to pass through the torments and extremities of the
fire now prepared for me, rather than deny the truth of His word."
The same night he was committed by the guard to the custody of the
Sheriffs of Gloucester, who, with the mayor and aldermen, attended
him with great respect. He thanked them for their civility, and
requested the Sheriffs, that" there might be quick fire, shortly to make
an end." He told them, "he was not come there as one compelled to,
die; for it was well known he might have had his life with worldly
gain. But as one willing to offer and give his life for the truth, rather
than consent to the wicked Papistical religion of the Bishop of Rome,
received and set forth by the magistrates in England, to the high
displeasure and dishonour of God. And he trusted, by God's grace,
the next day to die a faithful servant of God, and true obedient subject
to the queen." He was not carried to the common jail of the city,
called Northgate, but lodged in the house of Mr. Robert Ingram, where
he spent the night in devotion.
About eight the next morning, the Commissioners, appointed to see
the execution, came to the house; and at nine the bishop was brought
down from his chamber by the Sheriffs, and led to the stake between
them like a lamb going to the slaughter. It was market day, and about,
seven thousand people were assembled on the occasion, which made
him say, " Alas! why are these people here ~ Perhaps they think to
hear something of me now, as they have in times past; but, alas!
speech is prohibited me. Notwithstanding the ca,use of my death is
well known unto them. When I was appointed here to be their pastor,
I preached unto them true and sincere doctrine out of tne word of God;
because I will not now account the same to be heresy and untruth,
this death is prepared for me."
He was drest in a gown of his host's, a hat on his head, and a staff in
his hand to support him, as the sciatica, which he had contracted in
prison, made him halt. The people mourned for him all the way, and
he looked very cheerfully upon such as he knew. He frequently lifted
up his eyes towards heaven as he passed along, and be was never known,
since his being their bishop, to look with so lively and ruddy a countenance as he did at that time.
When he came to the stake, which was opposite the college of priests,
where he used to preach, he beheld the preparation for his death with
a composed and smiling countenance. When the iron work was
brought to fasten him to the stake, he took an iron hoop and put it
about his waist, and, bidding them take away the rest, he said, "I
doubt not but God will give me strength to abide the extremity of the
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nre without binding." The place was surrounded with spectators, and
the priests of the college were in the chamber over the college gate.
As the bishop was not permitted to speak to the people, he kneeled
down to pra.yeT, and beckoned to Mr. Bridges, whom he knew, to hear it,
which he did with great attention, and reported that the prayer was
made upon the whole creed, wherein the bishop continued about half
.an hour, and declared his faith in the form of a prayer. When he was
in the middle of this prayer, a box was brought, and laid before him on a
stool, with his pardon from the queen, if he would recant. When he
saw it, he cried, " If you love my soul, away with it; if you love my
soul, away with it." He was then permitted to proceed in prayer,
which he concluded in these words: "Lord, I am hell, but Thou art
heaven. Thou art a gracious and merciful Redeemer: have mercy
therefore upon me, a most miserable and wretched offender, after Thy
great mercy, and according to Thy inestimable goodness. Thou art
ascended into heaven, receive me to be a partaker of Thy joys there,
where Thou sittest in equal glory with Thy Father. For well Thou
knowest wherefore I am come hither to suffer, and why the wicked
do persecute Thy poor servant; not for my sins and transgressions
committed against Thee, but because I will not allow of their wicked
doings, to the contaminating of Thy blood, and the denial of the knowledge of Thy truth, in which it pleased Thee, by Thy Holy Spirit, to
instruct me. With as much diligence as so poor a creature could,
being thereto called, I have set forth Thy glory. Thou well seest,
o Lord my God, what terrible torments and cruel pains are prepared
for Thy poor creature; even such, Lord, as, without Thy strength, no
Qne is able to bear or patiently to pass. But that which is impossible
with man, is possible with Thee. Therefore, strengthen me of Thy
goodness, that in the fire I break not the rules of patience; or else
assuage the terror of the pains, as shall seem fittest for Thy glory."
When prayer was done, he prepared himself for the stake, and was
undrest to his shirt, which he trussed between his legs, where he had a
pound of gunpowder in a bladder, and under each arm the like quantity
delivered him by the guard. A flood of tears burst from the eyes of
the spectators as he was fastened to the stake, from whence he directed
the executioner where to place the fire, which was soon kindled. But
the wood burning ill, and the wind blowing away the flame that it did
not rise up and suffocate him, nor destroy his vitals, he was for a long
time in the utmost torment. . He frequently called to the people, for
the love of God, to bring him more fire, which though it was renewed
was prevented by the wind from putting him out of his misery, till he
had been near three-quarters of an hour in burning. During this
space, he frequently said, " 0 Jesus, Thou Son of David, have mercy on
me, and receive my soul!" The last words he was heard to utter
were, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!" The account given by Fox
of his long excruciating torments is terrible to hear, who says, he
patiently bore the extremity of the fire, "neither moving forwards,
'backwards, or to any side, but having his nether parts burnt, and his

486

The Gospel Magazine.

bowels fallen out, he died as quietly as a child in his bed: And he now
reigneth as a blessed martyr in the joys of heaven, prepared for the
faithful in Christ before the foundations of the world. For whose
constancy all Christians are bound to praise God."
This learned and pious prelate was thus cruelly martyred, like
Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, to whom he has been justly compared,
on the ninth of February, 1555, and in the sixtieth year of his age.
In one of his letters whilst he was in prison he used these words:
" Imprisonment is painful, but liberty upon evil conditions is worse.
The prison stinks, yet not so much as the sweet houses, where the fear
of God is wanting. I must be alone and solitary. It is better so to be,
and have God with me, than to be in company with the wicked. Loss
of goods is great, but the loss of grace and God's favour is greater. I
cannot tell how to answer before great and learned men. Yet it is
better to do that than to stand naked before God's tribunal. I shall
die by the hands of cruel men. He is blessed that loseth his life, and
findeth life eternal. There is neither felicity nor adversity in this
world that is great, if it be weighed with the joys and pains of the world
to come." Soon after he added: "I am a precious jewel now, and
daintily kept, never so daintily before; for neither my own man, nor
any of the servants of the house, may come to me, but my keeper only.
who is a simple rude fellow; but I am not troubled thereat."
He wrote twenty-four books and treatises when in prison; besides
he wrote of the Sacraments, the Lord's Prayer, and the Ten Commandments. His writings are mostly these: "Answer to Gardiner's book,
entitled, A Detection of the Devil's Sophistry"; "A Declaration of
Christ and His Office"; "Lesson of the Incarnation of Christ";
" Sermons on J onas "; "A Godly Confession and Protestation of the
Christian Faith"; "Homily to be read in the Time of the Pestilence."
All these were wrote from 1549 to 1553. And he afterwards wrote:
"Epistola ad Episcopos, etc." "An Exhortation to Patience," sent to
his wife; "Sentences wrote in Prison"; "Comfortable Expositions
on the Twenty-third, Sixty-second, Seventy-third, and Seventy-seventh
Psalms"; "Annotations on the Thirteenth Chapter to the Romans" ;
" Twelve Lectures upon the Creed"; "Declaration of the Ten Holy
Commandments of Almighty God." And he also translated Tertullian's
second book to his wife, concerning the choice of a husband or wife.
The manner of his death being so very severe, very uncharitable
reflexions were made upon it; as though he, who had kindled the fire
of dissention about the vestments, had suffered thus uncommonly for
that reason. Ridley and HOOPER were not fully reconciled till the
reign of Mary, when HooPER had the honour to offer the first agreement, which Ridley embraced with a brotherly love, "and several letters
passed between them on that occasion. They acknowledged their
mutual faults in carrying things of such indifference to so great a length,
and assured each other of their sincere love and affection. Happy
would it have been for England, and much to the interest of religion,
if the fires which consumed these pious men had put an end to such

The Gospel Magazine.

487

frivolous and idle contests! And if those who have since engaged
in them with a furious zeal, would reflect more on the sense which
these good bishops had of them when they were on the verge of another
world, than on the heats into which they put them, while they were in
ease and security, it is probable they might be persuaded to a little
more humility and moderation.

,SetmOllf' anll' jtotef3 of .sermOllf'.
THE WORK OF FAITH.

By

THE LATE REV.

W. H.

KRAUSE,

M.A.,

DUBLIN.

" Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence
only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation
with fear and trembling,. for it is God which worketh in you both to
will and to do of His good pleasure."-PHILIPPIANS ii. 12, 13.
(Concluded frompage 375.)

ON the last Lord's day these two verses were brought under the
notice of the congregation assembling in this place, when I mentioned
to you that here is a special exhortation given to a Christian Church,
under some peculiar circumstances-" Work out your own salvation
with fear and trembling"; and I showed you that this exhortation
is backed by the strongest encouragement that can be presented to
a Christian people-" It is God which worketh in you, both to will
and to do of His good pleasure."
I confined myself on the last occasion to a kind of introductory
discourse to that which is the important matter-the admonition itself,
and the encouragement; and I merely brought before you the following
subjects: First, I presented to you the erroneous view which is taken
of the passage, and the mischievous and false interpretation of it.
Secondly, I endeavoured to show you what were the grounds upon
which I absolutely rejected such an interpretation. And in the third
place, I merely sketched out, leaving to be filled up at a future time,
what is the meaning of the Apostle, as I understand it, in this passage.
Now, I cannot forbear taking up a little of your time in briefly
recapitulating what was said to you on that occasion. I told you
that this passage of God's Word, which the Holy Ghost has written,
has been enlisted into the service of error, and men have presumed to
make God's Word speak the language of downright untruth. And
your liberal men in the matters of religion, the men who are mightily
afraid of anything that looks like exclusiveness or hardness, who want
that kind of latitudinarian liberality that would teach that one
religion is as good as another,-they have interpreted this passage in
this way: they have said, Oh, how men do confine the Spirit's meaning,
and then they say we are exceedingly narrow-minded in our way of
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handling the Scriptures of God; and so, as I mentioned to you on last
Sunday, a man who has written some hundred pages upon this text;
that eminent writer, and evangelical man, too, in his way and in his
degree-that man has put forward a sentiment which has reverberated
throughout the world, from one mountain of error to another. He
says, " You are to work, as if all depended upon you, and at the same
time you are to believe, as if nothing depended upon you." Now,
I hold that to be a most dangerous sentiment. Why, brethren, if I
believed it, I should preach the doctrines contained in the decrees
of the Council of Trent on one Sunday, and the doctrines contained
in the Articles of the Church of England on the next, and so we should
be going backwards and forwards continually.
I gave you, then, my grounds for rejecting such an interpretation.
First of all I said, I could not understand how the two verses (the
12th and 13th) could go together; they must be utterly separated,
the one from the other. I gave you then a second reason, which was
this, that all the Scriptures set forward salvation by Jesus alone,
and I brought forward many passages in proof of this. I also gave
you as another reason, that it is not the drift of the Apostle's subject
in this place. He is writing to men who were saved, not to men who
were to be saved. But I gave you another reason, which I believe
to be the strongest of all for denouncing such an interpretation as
unscriptural; I said that it appeared monstrous to me that a man should
assert that God's Book teaches error and truth in the one page. I
cannot suffer for one moment that such dishonour..should be put upon
that which is truth, and the unity of truth.
I then told you what was the real meaning of the passage: I read
many portions from the epistle, which showed that these people were
under a good deal of distress, because the Apostle Paul was absent
from them. And for all we know they may have written a very
affectionate and anxious letter to him, as we know that other Churches
had done, stating to him their trials and their difficulties. Well, how
does the Apostle answer this ~ He writes from Rome, and he says, Do
not be looking for Paul, as if all depended upon him; I shall come to
you as soon as I can, I trust the Lord will permit me to come to you
shortly; I shall send Timotheus to you as soon as I can; I have in the
meantime sent Epaphroditus, the man who carries this letter, and he
will be a great help and a great encouragement to you. But do not be
leaning upon us; let me see that you are men of faith and men of
courage; occupy yourselves about the things of your salvation;
persevere in your Christian course, with fear and trembling, in a spirit
of great humility, remembering that" it is God" (not Paul) "which
worketh in you, both to will and to do of His good pleasure." And
for this reason it is that he tells them in another place, "Let your
moderation be known unto all men, the Lord is at hand." Let your
quietness, or gentleness, or non-restlessness of mind be manifested to
all men, because the Lord is always near to His people.
We have now to examine this most important admonition which
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the Apostle gave to this Christian Church; and it does seem to be
a most suitable admonition, ay, and a deeply practical admonition
too, when we comider some of the temptations and some of the faults
that existed amongst that Philippian Church, as we gather them from
this epistle.
You will remember that these words are addressed to Christian
people. And first of all, the circumstances in which they were placed,
and to which this admonition was applicable, was that state of un~asiness
in which they were because of the Apostle's absence from them. Now,
perhaps, some of the Lord's people amongst us have, at some period
or another of their history, understood some little of this in their own
experience. I mean, that after the Lord has been pleased to make
any serva,nt of His instrumental in bringing us to the knowledge of
Christ, there is a disposition to lean upon that instrumentality, and
there is, perhaps, a little tendency to feel that if that instrumllntality
be removed, the consequences will be very serious and very calamitous.
If you look over this epistle you will find that the whole teno): of the
affectionate and tender exhortation of the Apostle to this people
exhibits clearly that such a feeling existed amongst them. We do
not suppose that the Apostle undervalued the Christian ministry.
I believe it to be one of the most beautiful parts of God's arrangement,
in the gathering out of His election from the world, that He makes
men to be mutual helpers one of another.
I thank a brother in the Lord who brings to my soul one single
word that strengthens it in the things of Christ; and I know, and so
do you, children of God, in your experience of Divine things, that as
iron sharpeneth iron, so does God make one poor Christian man to
be a helper to his Christian brother. The man who does not know this
cannot enter into that passage which tells us of the mystical Body of
Christ, composed of its many members, knit together by joints and
bands, all in mutual connection, and sympathy, and dependence.
Now, if this be so, much less would the Apostle undervalue God's
own special ordinance-the Christian ministry. Nay, we find that
on one occasion he says, "I magnify mine office." It was God's own
appointment, and so far from leading them to suppose that he would
not have them care for Paul, that he would not have them imarrine
that Paul could bring them any precious communications from "the
Lord, he says, in this very epistle, that he knew that death was overshadowing him, that the grave of persecution seemed yawning to receive
its victim; but he says, " Having this confidence, I know that I shall
abide and continue with you all, for your furtherance and joy of faith."
He was not ashamed to sav, This is the instrument which Ood has
honoured as a means of cOl~municating instruction or comfort to His
people; he always acknowledged that the instrumentality was worth
something, because it was God's special appointment. We cannot
undervalue the Christian ministry, and we ought not to undenalue it,
when we read as we do in the 4th of Ephesians, that when the Lord
Jesus Christ ascended up on high, He gave gifts to men: "lIe gave
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some apostles, and some prophets, and some evangelists, and some
pastors and teachers" for this very purpose, "for the perfecting of
saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the Body of
Christ."
Therefore, we say that the office is an important one; the instrumentality is great, because it is God's; but when a people, when a
congregation, or when a man forgets that the power which gives efficacy
to the instrumentality is God's; when men make the power subordinate
to the instrumentality, instead of viewing the instrumentality as
subordinate to the power, then do we say with the Apostle, "Who is
Paul, or who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as
the Lord gave to every man?" And when there is an undue leaning
upon the arm of flesh, instead of upon the mighty teaching of God
the Holy Ghost, we are ready to cry out with somewhat of the indignation which burned in the breast of the Apostle Paul when he said,
" Was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of
Paul? "
Now, brethren, when there is this tendency in the mind, there is
to a greater or a lesser degree a forgetfulness of the Covenant security
of all God's people. Oh, what a poor thing it would be it our progress,
or our safe-conduct to the end, depended upon an arm of flesh instead
of upon the security of that Covenant which is "ordered in all things,
and sure." And surely there is also in such a tendency a forgetfulness
of the supplies and the provisions that there are in the Lord Jesus
Christ, and that He who takes of those provisions, even the unsearchable
riches of Christ, and who gives them not niggardly, but largely,
according to our necessities, and exceeding abundantly, above all
that we can ask or think, is none other than God the Holy Ghost.
Was not, then, this exhortation most suitable to the circumstances
and the temptations of a people who felt, perhaps, that they were but
unskilful in the word of salvation, who did cling to the arm of flesh,
and who were looking, perhaps, too much to the hmnan instrumentality?
Well, again, we gather from the opening of the 2nd chapter of this
epistle, that there was a fault amongst these people, insomuch that
the Apostle urges upon them that there should be no vain-glorying,
but that they should look, everyone of them, not on his own things,
but every man also on the things of others. He exhorts them, that
they should be like-minded, that they should have the same love;
that they should be of one accord, of one mind; that nothing should
be done through strife or vain-glorying, but that in lowliness of mind,
each should esteem the other better than themselves. Now, brethren,
to make this a practical matter. This is a fault which it is evident
did exist in the Philippian Church. The root of it was high-mindedness;
the results were, as we too often find, contrary and contradictory.
In the first place, the Apostle warns them against that :kind of selfishness
and self-complacency that would lead them to overlook the wants of
other members of the Christian body. The contrary result to this,
but which proceeded from the same spirit of high-mindedness, was a
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forgetfulness of themselves, while the eye was roaming abroad over
the faults, and the errors, and the doings of others. I may be speaking
in the hearing of those who know what it is to come to the edge of such
a temptation as this, when one is more apt to be taken up with the
things which are abroad, than to remember the things which are at
home. There is much damage done to the spirit of a man at such a
time.
I have often said to you, that I believe in the present day, instead
of urging upon Christian people the duty of finding plenty to do,
and of being very useful, it is of great importance to tell a Christian
man that there is a great snare in the world, and that he ought to
beware of it. I have known a man's own soul to be very much
neglected, while he has been looking after others. I have known a
man's own family to be very much neglected, while the members of
the family, upon whom the care of it ought to have devolved, have
been most useful as to other people, and as to other families. Brethren,
if I were asked, What is the giant temptation to the Christian world in
the present day? I should say it is the spirit that is abroad in the
world at large-the spirit of reform. And I have known the soul to
lose its edge-the mind to lose its tone, while the man of God has been
anxious, if not for the reforming 01 the world, at least for the reforming
of a large mass of the world; and I have known this to give rise to
contentions-so it was here; to divisions-so it was here; to strivings
-so it was here; because, perhaps, men have suffered the mind to
go too far from home; to be too busy elsewhere, and too little busy
here.
Now, brethren, we come to the consideration of these words" With fear and trembling." There have been those who have viewed
this not as an exhortation to these people to work out their own salvation with fear and trembling; but they have said, that here is an
acknowledgment that these people had the spirit of fear and trembling,
and that they were, therefore, told to go on their Christian course,
leaning on that staff which was supporting them; even on God, who
was working in them both to will and to do of His good pleasure.
I view it as an exhortation. The Apostle tells these men to persevere
in their Christian course with fear and trembling. This passage has
been brought forward to establish the doctrine that there ought to be
no such thing amongst believing men as an assurance of their own
salvation in the Lord Jesus; and then there comes whispering, and
there comes prudent advice from very many, to take care to walk very
humbly, and not to have such an opinion of ourselves as to think we
are saved. Now, brethren, if the Apostle had taught this, what a
contradiction it would have been to the whole of his writings. In
this very Epistle he says, "Rejoice in the Lord alway, and again I say,
rejoice." And, therefore, in the same Epistle, and with the same pen,
he would not tell them to go on their way in doubt as to their salvation,
as if it were a matter of uncertainty; for if it depended upon themselves,
he would not tell them to go on their way with fear and trembling,
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but he would tell them to sit down, perfectly assured that they should
never get salvation at all. Therefore, this is not the meaning of the
Apostle's exhortation to these people, that they were to go on their
way in doubt, as if there were great uncertainty as to their salvation.
Why, brethren, this could not be. When a man receives the Gospel
as he ought to receive it, not as the testimony of man, but as the record
of God, it removes all fear, for the Gospel leads a man from his own
responsibility to the responsibility of Christ; it takes him from any
atonement of his own, to the precious blood of Christ. Therefore,
there is ignorance of the whole tenor of the Gospel, and there is a
want of receiving the truth of the Gospel in the power of the Spirit,
when a man fears and trembles as to his eternal salvation. There
can be no fear when Jesus is the Saviour; and if we are now speaking
in the hearing of any poor, tried, conflicting one, who says that his
nights and his days are encompassed with fear, lest at the last his poor
soul should come short, and lest he should perish: "Oh," we say to him,
"Jesus came to seek and to save that which was lost"; "He is able
to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him." There
can be no fear where there is a looking unto Jesus.
Now, brethren, the fear and the trembling which I think the Apostle
means, is spoken of in other places in the New Testament, and I take
it to be nothing else than that sense of exposure, and that sense of
dependence which constitutes real humility. I do not call unbelief
humility; I do not call that humility which dares to contradict the
record of salvation by Jesus. That is presumption. There never
was a greater misnomer than to call the simple belief of the t-ruth
presumption; whilst the fearing whether God is true'of not, is called
humility. It is putting the words in their wrong places.
I believe the Apostle means here precisely what he does in the 6th
of Ephesians, where, writing to Christian servants, he says, " Servants,
be obedient to them that are your masters, according to the flesh;
with fear and trembling, in singleness of your heart as unto Christ."
Why, these are the very men to whom the Apostle says immediately
afterwards, " Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might."
Now, brethren, it would be no encouragement to tell a Christian
man that he was to go on his way doubting whether he should ever
get salvation or not; but it was encouraging to tell these people that
they were exposed to temptation at every step, that they could not
keep themselves, and that they must lean upon an arm not their
own.
These are the two things which a Christian man grows in the knowledge of daily. It is the teaching of the Holy Ghost to make him
have any sense of his exposure. He is exposed to danger and temptation in his own family, in his lawful occupation; and this is the reason
why we have such exhortations to watchfulness and to cautiousness
throughout the Word of God. It is your careless ones who will go
on their way disregarding all temptation; it is your careless ones
who will not say the Lord's Prayer, "Lead us not into temptation" ;
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it is your careless ones who will walk on hot coals, and who will think
that they cannot be burned. A Christian man knows the danger to
which he is exposed, and for this reason it is that he learns to value that
word, "Take unto you the whole armour of God." He knows what
it is to nestle under the wing of God, because he has a sense of his own
exposure.
I said, again, that the Holy Ghost teaches a man his dependence.
Do not imagine that the attainments of a Christian in Divine things
make him independent of the Lord. I tell you this, the child of God
has no stock of grace upon which he can trade, all his store is in Jesus;
he is as great a beggar at the last as he was at the first, when God took
him from the dunghill and set him among princes. There is no period
of a Christian man's passage through the world in which he is independent of the Lord; he has to look up to Him to supply all his need,
according to His riches in glory by Jesus Christ.
Now, brethren, the spirit of fear which the Apostle inculcates, I
take to mean that spirit of humility which arises from a sense of
exposure in snch a world as this; and a sense of dependence in such
a world as this; it is the feeling which the man of God possesses that
he is nothing, but that Christ is all; and then he has this sweet
encouragement; feeling his exposure and his dependence, he need not
be cast down, because" it is God which worketh in him, both to will
and to do of His good pleasure."
I ask you, brethren, to remember one or two things before you go
hence. Remember that this exhortation belongs to Christian men;
it is the man of God only that has to be told how and why he is to go
upon his Christian course. It is a solemn word, "your own salvation."
Translate it as you may, the salvation of your own selves. Dear
brethren, we do not take the men who are ignorant of the truth of
Christ, unacquainted with Christ, far off from Christ, and tell them,
" Work out your own salvation." And it does seem to me to be a
most strange thing that men should say, What! is there to be no
working at all? Surely, you do not mean to say that I am not to
try to do my best to get to heaven? Am I not to work? Am I not
to pray'? Now it does seem to me to be a most wonderful thing thac
the men who are saying this do not pray, and are not working at all
for their salvation. Oh, we wish we could meet with men in hundreds
who would come to us with the tears streaming down their cheeks,
telling us that they are afraid that they shall come short of salvation,
telling us individually, I tremble at the thought of an hereafter; I
am working, I am seeking, I am wearying myself to earn the salvation
of my soul, I am afraid of being everlastingly lost! Oh, to such we
could open out a great salvation; we should say to them, " The blood
of Jesus Christ, God's Son, cleanseth us from all sin." If God were
pleased to send such men to us, we could pour the soothing balm and
oil into their souls; we could tell them that no sinner ever perished
desiring Jesus; we could tell them that it is the very work of God the
Holy Ghost to make men seek Jesus; but when men come to ns and

494

The Gospel M agazzne.

ask us, What shall we do that we might work the works of God? then
do we answer as our Master has taught us, " This is the work of God,
that ye believe on Him, whom He hath sent"; not believing as a
work by which you are to save yourselves, but believing the testimony
which God hath given of His Son, taking it and appropriating it.
What is it that gives a good hope to the man who is now permitted
to preach to you; Simply this, that he has read in this Book of what
God gives freely, and he belives that God is true in what He says. We
say then, "This is the work of God, that ye believe on Him whom
He hath sent." And if men tell us that they are labouring, and
seeking, and earnestly desiring the salvation of their souls, we tell
them what our blessed I...ord said while He was here on earth, "If
any man thirst, let him come unto Me and drink." "Come unto Me"
{He says to those very men who may be labouring most ignorantly,
but most honestly), "Come unto Me all ye that labour and are heavy
laden, and ye shall find rest unto your souls." It would be to preach
hell, and not heaven, if we were to tell men to work for their salvation.
Instead of this, we proclaim salvation-full, free, finished, everlasting
salvation, through the Lord Jesus Christ. This it is of which we have
to testify. And if God carry His truth home to your hearts, you have
salvation,. God has sent it to you; you take it as His gift.

THE CHILDREN'S BLESSING.
THEY shall be all taught of God" is a promise for the children only,
and one that will be fulfilled in every fearing heart that wants, above
all things, to know Him, to be brought by His own way near to Him,
to have Him always before them. For they dread the thought of
<coming short of the blessings that are unseen and eternal. They see
that" the Lord is good to all ;" that His tender mercies are over all
His works which do not fail by their obedience to His rule to praise
His faithfulness and goodness; that He gives of His bounty, filling
men's hearts with food and gladness. But He is acknowledged by His
'saints as by no other. A new song of blessing reaches the ears of
.Jehovah from the dwelling of the righteous-the new heart of a called
sinner. No one can learn that song but those redeemed from among
men. And the children's desire to be taught it is an often recurring
o()ne, and one that sometimes swallows up all others. They do not
question that the redeemed, other than themselves, walk in the Highway, Christ, or that His weakest, unstraightened in Him, shall ever
miss the road. But feeling the narrowness of the path, how constantly
they are inclined to leave it, they want His own assurance that themselves-ignorant as they are, and worse than ignorant-" shall not err
therein."
" No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon ; "
but when they find themselves kicking against the pricks which His
o()wn wise, patient, loving hand has put before them (afflicting them
«
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not willingly)-when they resist, like the unaccustomed bullock, under
His restrictions; when, like" greedy dogs that can never have enough"
they thanklessly expect more of Him who daily loads them with
benefits, then they may well join Asaph in his lamentation: "I was
as a beast before Thee." And they want the Comforter's own enablings
that they may add, " Nevertheless, I am continually with Thee." With
Him to receive as a gift the repentance which their Redeemer bought
for them, that they might be sorry for the thoughts of their bad hearts,
with Him to find their hearts again warming with confidence towards
Him, thus knowing His forgiveness; with Him to learn penitently
the restfulness of being weak and the comfort of knowing that God
has more pleasure in those who fear Him than in all the strength of
His creation besides.
"Thou wilt guide me with Thy counsel." He, their Lord, will instruct
them and teach them in the way which they shall go. He will guide
them with His eye, and they shall not be as the horse or the mule,
without understanding, but He will give them understanding and they
shall live.
"And afterward receive me to glory"-at the fixed time, daily a day
nearer-receive me with the redeemed to sing in fulness of satisfaction,
whether the loudest or not-to sing unto Him.
So, those who find their prayer, "What I see not, teach Thou me,"
may well hope that they will never be found" without." The ravens
cry, and God hears and supplies their need; the lions" seek their meat
from Him, and receive it;" the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall
from the Master's table; the temptations which overtake the wayfarers are "the same that are accomplished in the world;" "all
things come alike to all," yet it is children's bread that nourishes those
set by God and the Father with Jesus. And they ask for the bread,
that their lot may be the lot of the righteous, that He may" feed them
now and evermore." "If Thy presence go not with me, carry us not
up hence," Moses said, when they were in a cheerless place with a l~,nd
of plenty before them. And," Lord, sanctify the daily caJ.esrand
relieve them as Thou wilt," is the prayer of those who hlJ,le found
grace in His sight, whom He knows by name.
"Lord, teach us to pray," the disciples asked. Christ's disciples
know not what to pray for, their wants are so involved. But He does
teach them to pray. He" teaches them more than the beasts."
" Who teacheth like Him, who can bring spiritual instructions in the
things of a short day ~" He gives a want, He brings them to Himself for its supply; hears in their prayer the request of a child, though
their stammering tongues hesitate on the name" Father." But the
stammering tongue will yet speak plainly; and it may be that already
He has been a long time with them, and they have not known Him.
A FOLLOWER-ON.
THE great Gospel declaration is not to do, do, do, but look, look,
look !-Rev. Matthew Welland.
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SOME FURTHER MEMORIES OF THE LATE REV. GEO.
HEWITT, OF PRESTONVILLE.
WHEN a man has lived and worked and preached in the same place
and under the same conditions for over thirty-four years, and passes
away, leaving behind him only fragrant memories, it may safely be
asserted that his influence has contributed more to the good of the
nation than the greatest Dreadnought could ever contribute. For
what is it which makes the names of the saints fragrant to us? Is
it anything in the saints themselves? Anything of human wit or
learning, merit or generosity? Does not time teach us more and
more, that wherever the slightest trace of spiritual aroma attaches
itself to the name of one who has lived and walked among us, the
fragrance is in every case a borrowed fragrance, and depends for its
strength and reality upon its connection with the Name of names,
the Name which "is as ointment poured forth" ?
Yes. All true fragrance, for the believer, is wrapped up in the
Name of Jesus, our Saviour, the Co-equal with the Father, the second
Person of the Blessed Trinity.
In that blest Name all sweetnesses are included, and it is only as a
preacher takes It reverently and faithfully and believingly and lovingly
on his lips, that he can hope to see needy souls become satisfied and
refreshed. This is why the name of George Hewitt is a fragrant
memory among God's people in Prestonville. He was always and
altogether for Christ, jealous for His supremacy, conscious of His
majesty, grateful for His mercy, and eager for the spread of His Kingdom. "Let our glorious Christ be first exalted," he would say, and
even the tones of his voice when uttering" the Name" would breathe
of love and reverence.
" Jesus, Jesus, let us ever say it
Softly to ourselves as some sweet spell ;
Jesus, Jesus, troubled spirit lay it
On thy heart and it will make thee well."
But while we notice this sweet characteristic blending everywhere
in the now-completed picture of our friend's life, there are other
subordinate traits, which cannot be overlooked if we would understand
him. For example, what a deep-seated conviction he had of the
divine sovereignty of the Three-one God! "To hear some people
speak," he once was heard to remark, "one would think it was one
of the simplest things possible to quicken a soul from death unto life.
But, my dear friends, this is the divine prerogative, and the divine
prerogative alone. Nothing less than divine power could ever accomplish such a stupendous miracle. 'I will put a new heart within you,'
says J ehovah to His erring people. 'I will do it.' I will not entrust
so great a matter to another, no, not to the highest Archangel in heaven.
I will do it Myself alone. It is only as the voice of J ehovah awakens
his soul, crying, 'IJive! I~ive! Live!' that sinful man can know
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anything whatever of vital religion. And this comes to us through
Christ the only Mediator between God and men. Any work of grace,
dear friends, begun in your heart or mine, comes and comes only from
a crowned, once-crucified, Christ."
But the sovereignty that quickens, also controls. What a fund of
consolation this was to our friend! What encouragement it gave him
in the many waters of trouble through which he had to pass!
" For though our cup be filled with gall,
There's something secret sweetens all."
" Trouble! my friends," he would say, '" Whom the Lord loveth He
chasteneth.' You want to be among the Lord's loved ones, do you
not ~ Trouble may be the soul's winter, but is it not also the soul's
growing time ~ In soul matters there must be growth downwards as
well as growth upwards. Blessed be the trouble which causes our
souls to grow more like Christ."
Joy, too, and pleasure and fellowship and temporal mercies, these
were no accidental experiences in the believer's life, but known and
foreknown necessities arranged by a Father's hand.
" Through all the tangled web of things
There runs a clear design."
How great, too, was our friend's zeal in bearing witness for the
Master, both" in season and out of season." "We forget about the
out-of-season testimony," he said to me once, and wherever we went
together, as sometimes was the case, in the course of pastoral visitation,
he was always ready and anxious to speak a word for eternity.
"Remember," he said once to a maid who answered the door to us,
"you have a soul which is as precious in the sight of God as is the
soul of King Edward VII. ! "
Once when we were visiting friends in the country I remember how
tenderly and earnestly he spoke of Christ to a little country lad who
showed us the way to our destination. "We never can tell where such
a word may end." "May I send this, sir ~" said a shop assistant
to him once. "No, thank you, no, thank you. I can surely carry
such a little parcel as that, after the great burden which our Master
refused not to carry for you and me." When a friend wished him
recovery in his last illness he turned the subject to the" bright prospect
beyond," adding, "And what is your prospect ~ "
But perhaps the most marked characteristic of Mr. Hewitt's ministry
was the stress he laid in his teaching upon the blessed doctrine of the
atonement and finished work of our Divine Redeemer. No preacher
was of any help to him, no book brought him any delight, no church
attracted him in the slightest degree, if they did not proclaim
an uplifted, crucified, atoning Saviour. Ritualism, Unitarianism,
Spirituali'sm, because as we Evangelicals believe, they rob Christ of His
glory and put second things first, were always abhorrent to his soul.
32
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And yet how tender and fatherly he could be to Ritualists and
Unitarians and others with whom he could not agree, in the hope of
winning them from their "beggarly elements" to the more excellent
way. "A crucified Christ," he would say, "is the sinner's only hope.
How enriched you became in utterance, sinner, when, seeing by faith
the bleeding Lamb of Calvary, you took the publican's prayer on your
sinful lips, 'God be merciful to me, a sinner! ' "
" That dear blood for sinners spilt
Shows the greatness of thy guilt;
Ah, my soul, He bore the load;
Thou hast slain the Lamb of God! "
" But your Judge is your Advocate, believer, and to be self-condemned
is to be Christ-comforted. As John Bunyan said in old time, 'There
is a full Christ for an empty sinner.' There is a willing Christ for a
willing sinner. Yes, and I would even venture to add, for an unwilling
sinner also, for ' Thy people shall be made willing in the day of Thy
power.' So, be of good cheer, sorry sinner, for when the world shuts
its doors against thee, Christ will open His doors unto thee."
There is so much to say if space permitted. Let it suffice to name
one more trait in our friend's character and there leave it. I mean,
his love of the brethren. 1 John iii. 14 was often and often his stand-by
and comfort. "By this we know we have passed from death unto
life, because we love the brethren." How grateful he was for this. He
had a very deep sense of sin, as every true saint of God has always
had, but at times, when the thought of it troubled him, he could always
be sure he loved the brethren. Did a new parishioner come, who was
truly" a brother in the Lord," how gladly he sought him out and
welcomed him. Or did a faithful brother in the ministry call at the
Vicarage, what a kindly reception awaited him. And as to the young
believers, nothing perhaps, in the parish, touched him so deeply as to
hear that one and another of them had received the divine awakening.
With St. John he could truly say as a spiritual father to his people,
" I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth."
It was this brother-love that made the writings of Rutherford, Romaine,
Erskine, and others so precious to him. Love of the brethren seemed
always to include these also, for though they were dead, their words
to him were ever living and as good news from a far country. The
next best thing to fellowship with a living brother, higher things apart,
was, for him to feast on the words of gold and glory in the writings of
these gracious men of God.
But enough. Our Vicar is gone, yet he lives still in the hearts of
his people. May Gospel traditions ever be continued in the church
where he laboured so long and so faithfully, and may many a witness,
as faithful as he, be raised up, through God's mercy, from the midst of
the people, to carry the" good news" of Christ to future generations,
" until Shiloh come" in His beauty and glory.
H. A. L.
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" Then shall the King say unto them on His right hand, Come ye blessed
of My Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world."-MATT. xxv. 34.

AMONG the "all nations" gathered before "the King of kings and
Lord of lords," among the" small and great," standing before God
and His great white throne, shall be found Pilate, Caiaphas, and the
whole band of Roman soldiers who denied His declaration in the day
of His humiliation-that He was the Son of God, that He was a king,
and that He possessed a kingdom. What marvellous wisdom of
God is seen in that, both at His birth and at His death, the fact of His
being a king should have such prominence, and stir up such opposition
and fear; the decision and certainty seen in the words of the wise
men from the East, "Where is He that is born King of the Jews 1
for we have seen His star in the east, and are come to worship Him" ;
the doubt of Pilate's question," Art Thou a king then 1 " and his
after act, being constrained in writing the title, "Jesus Qf Nazareth,
the king of the Jews." What wisdom of God, yea, what depths of
wisdom, are found in all these things; and as every eye shall see Him,
so shall those who saw Him in the depths of His humiliation, see Him.
in the height of His exaltation. Oh, the contrast!
This King is God's King, whom He hath set upon His holy hill of
Zion, enthroned in the spiritual affections of His Spirit-taught elect
people; yea, in everyone such now on earth is this Christ of God and
King of saints, the hope of glory. When David's heart, under the
unction and inspiration of the Holy Spirit, was led to indite good
matter, it was touching this King, as given forth in the 2nd, 21st, and
45th psalms. Both David and Jacob in their doings shadowed forth
the mighty acts of this King: Jacob when he gave Joseph a portion
which he took out of the hand of the Amorite with his sword and with
his bow; and David when he slew the lion and the bear and took
the prey from their teeth; for what are all the sheep on His right hand
but the Lord'!'! portion, the prey taken from the mighty, and ransomed
and delivered from him that was stronger than they 1
" Come, ye blessed of My Father." Here is a word containing ten
thousand welcomes. "Come "-a word, moreover, reminding them
of sovereign mercy manifested unto them in time, and recalling their
Shepherd's voice which they heard on earth in many precious Scriptures, found of them and applied to them, such as: "Come now, and
let us reason together, saith the Lord; though your sins be as scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow: though they be red like crimson, they
shall be as wool." "All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me,
and him that cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast out." " Come unto
Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest."
I know My sheep-the" given. ones," and so He separates themand am known of Mine; My sovereign efficacious grace opened their
ears, so that they heard My voice, followed Me from a principle of
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life, eternal life, given them in regeneration when they were born again
from above, made partakers of the heavenly calling, and new creatures;
and'which gift of God and eternal life I now confirm and bestow upon
them more abundantly.
What a sweet and comfortable word was that which fell upon Noah's
ear, when after all his toil and the opposition he had met with in the
railing and contempt of a world of ungodly, the Lord said unto him,
"Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for thee have I seen
righteous before Me in this generation "-a welcome to the safety
and shelter of the Ark, viewed by J ehovah as righteous before Him,
in contrast with the wicked upon whom the flood came and swept
them away!
What a sweet and comfortable word was that which fell upon Jacob's
ear, after long mourning the loss of J oseph. "God hath made me
lord of all Egypt: Come down unto me, tarry not"; and what a
sweet touch is that at their meeting, "and he fell on his neck, and
wept on his neck a good while." Joseph's" Come" was a sweet
invitation and welcome to the land of Goshen in a time of famine, to
be there cared for and nourished. And so saith Christ concerning
His, " My servants shall eat, but ye shall be hungry." He will lead
them, feed them, and fold them, on the high mountains of Israel, yea,
near fountains of living water, and in fulness of joy.
And what a sweet and comfortable word was "Friend, come up
higher," to the man at the feast who had taken the lowest room. Oh,
then, think you, would he regret having taken it, or the time he occupied
it 1 or would any who heard, who through grace heard and obeyed,
that Gospel exhortation.
"Take well howe'er kind wisdom may
Dispose thy present lot;
Though heaven and earth should pass away,
Thy Husband's love will not! "
"Ye blessed of My Father."
Here is the foundation of all the mercy and mercies bestowed upon
them by the God of heaven. SQ the Apostle traces up the mercy of
God bestowed on the Ephesian believers to three special acts of grace
founded in the will of God the Father before time. These three acts
are-their election in Christ, their acceptance in the obedience of Christ,
and their forgiveness through His blood. Oh how this grace confounds
the wisdom of the wise, and brings to nothing the understanding of
the prudent! Grace given them in Christ before the world began to
secure their recovery from the Adam transgression; blessed in Christ
before they fell in Adam, or had a being in time; saved in the purpose
of God and by the blood of Christ before "shapen in iniquity and
conceived in sin."
As these three special acts of God before time make them blessed as
securing their salvation in time, so also three acts of God the Father
towards them in time, as a consequence, make their salvation an
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experimental reality. These are being taught of God, drawn to Christ,
and preserved. It is impossible for any sinner to hear and learn of
the Father, and not be blessed of Him (Ps. xciv. 12). It is impossible
for any sinner to be drawn to Christ and not be blessed (Cant. i. 4).
And it is impossible for any sinner to be so held up by the Father as
to hope to the end, and not be blessed (1 Pet. i. 5, 9). What hoping
and fearing, sinking and rising, fainting and pursuing, do these time
acts of God the Father, in teaching, drawing, and preserving, bring
into the experience of His dear people; so that they are indeed God's
workmanship, God's building, and God's husbandry. And thus from
these eternity acts and time acts they are further blessed with love
to the brethren, the communion of saints, and the bearing of one
another's burdens, as grace and opportunity are given to do these.
Even as Onesiphorus sought out Paul, found him in prison and refreshed him, so do they; and these fruits of faith and this love Christ
is pleased to fix upon to prove the genuineness of their love to Him
and His, in opposition to the claims of meritmongers, Pharisees, and
all whose religion is of the flesh, who never pleased God.
"Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of
the world." By these words it is seen that it is the property of
none but sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty, of none but
heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ, of none but those who
have been born of God, and who thereupon love God. It is a
kingdom to be bestowed upon all them that love Him. These are
to inherit the land for ever, as the branch of His planting and
the work of His hands that He may be glorified. This kingdom,
prepared for them before the foundation of the world, is therefore
a place of certain location, a place created and made, and so we read,
" In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth" (Gen. i. 1) ;
and again, "Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and
all the host of them" (Gen. ii. 1). This heaven and these heavens
include (1) The airy heavens, the place of the clouds; (2) The starry
heavens, the place of the sun, moon, and stars; (3) The third heaven
into which Paul was caught up, and which he names Paradise, where
he heard unspeakable words which it is not lawful for a man to utter.
This kingdom prepared was the place where Jesus took the dying
malefactor after death, the far-off abode of Abraham, and all who
were of the faith of Abraham, who lived and died in it. Sometimes
it is called a city, sometimes a better country, a place of fountains
of living waters, and God's right hand where is fulness of joy and
pleasures for evermore.
" The heirs of glory shall possess
This heritage so vast
Prepared for them ere time began,
When they in Christ were blest."
To inherit this kingdom is to partake of and enjoy all that is in it,
with the sense, the continual growing sense, that it is our own by
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God's sovereign donation, by Christ's obedience and blood, and by the
Holy Spirit's work in the heart. " Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to His abundant mercy hath
begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible and nndefiled, and that
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you."
IN MEMORY OF MY FATHER,
WHO PASSED AWAY JUNE

2nd, 1909,

AGED

92

YEARS.

[Suggested by his words-" I'm passing away."]
THou art not dead, beloved,
Thou hast but passed away;
I sorrow* not as others,
Who have no hope to-day.
I look to meet thee, shortly,
To see thee, 0 mine own,
In God's fair" heavenly kingdom,"
Where partings are unknown.
Thou hast but passed, beloved,
From this rough, earthly sphere,
Where thou wast worn and wearied
With weight of many a year;
Where stones thy feet oft wounded,
Where thorns thy hands oft tore,
Where storms oft swept thy pathway,
And caused thee anguish sore.
Thou hast but passed, beloved,
In thy loved Saviour's arms,
Through death's cold, shadowy river,
Which gave thee no alarms.
Thine eyes saw not its shadows,
But shining of His face;
Thy soul felt not its coldness,
But His warm love-embrace.
Thou hast but passed, beloved,
To deep, eternal rest,
To joy far, far surpassing
This sin-stained earth's poor best:
To "perfect peace" which passeth
Man's understanding dim,
To love that " passeth knowledge"
Of radiant cherubim.
*1 Theas.

IV.

13.
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Thou hast but passed, beloved,
To God's great home divine,
The" Father's house" of glory
Where "many mansions " shine ;
Where thou hast met the dear ones
Who passed away before,
Whom unto death thou lovedst,
Whom thou wilt lose no more.
Thou art not dead, beloved,
Thou hast but passed away;
I sorrow not as others
Who have no hope to-day;
I hope for glad reunion,
I look to live with thee
In light of God's bright Presence
Through all Eternity.
ISA.
LEARNING TO PRAY.
" LORD, teach us to pray! "was the request of the disciples; and do not
the hearts of the children go with them, that God might give them
desires which He purposes to fulfil 1 But is there no cost to be counted
by them 1 Can their hearts endure while He teaches them to profit,
and answers their petition by giving them to want?
" Teach us to pray"-leave us not to requests which will be given ,,--'
with leanness of soul-they say-in living anxiety to be amongst the
blessed ones whom God causes to approach unto Himself, though
perhaps while they say it their hearts shrink, wondering by what way
He will bring them to His feet. But He Who says of each one, "Let me
hear thy voice ; ... for sweet is thy voice "-will for His own pleasure's
sake see that means are not wanting to urge them to pour out their
hearts before Him. No one of the lessons-how to pray, and what to
pray for-in the learning is joyous, but their Lord does not forget how
frail they are. He gives secret strength. He sees to the end of " the
line" (Isa. xxviii. 10), and always brings to them the healing fruit of
His own blessed" afterwards"; then they are glad and praise Him, or
are thankful to Him, or at least for a while contentedly rest in Him.
How kind the Lord is to tell them that when they pray, when a desire
of His own giving returns for fulfilment to Him, it is the ear of a Father
in heaven which is bent down to hear it. They may hesitate to take
His Name, as such, into their lips. Yet" thou shalt call Me 'My
Father' " is His promise about each one, and perhaps their IJordOne with the Father-has been a long time with them, and yet they
have not known Him. But let them press on. Surely it is worth
everything to find Him. He can, unlike any man, bring them with
subdued and softened spirits to say, "What I know not, teach Thou
mc-even of Thine own prayer-for Thine only is the power to do so."
FOLLOWER-ON.
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CROSSES, CRUCIFIXES, AND MUSICAL SERVICES.
By THE REV. A. METCALFE, RECTOR OF ST. PETER'S, DORCHESTER.
"God is a Spirit, and they that worship Him must worship Him in
spirit and in truth."-JoHN iv. 24.
(Oontinued from page 446).
Now, it is our propensity to look only upon the things which are
seen and temporal, and the things which are spiritual and eternal we
neither understand nor care for. In fact, so material have become
our notions, that the idea of a Being that cannot be seen with the
bodily eye or realized with the bodily senses is to us incomprehensible.
Consequently, fallen man is inclined to wander further and further
from the one true God, and to run after idols which seem to satisfy
his fleshly and material-seeking heart. It is true, we are naturally
disposed to render some kind of worship, the worship of the body,
the homage of the senses, the service of the lips; but to worship God
in spirit and in truth, this we cannot do apart from the sanctifying
and renewing grace of the Holy Ghost. For to worship God in spi"it
and in truth is to worship Him as God and not as a creature, as a Spirit
and not as a material being, as invisible and not as something visible,
as present and not absent, as everywhere present and not as eonfined
to any particular spot or place. It is to draw near to Him in the only
way which He has Himself appointed, through Jesus Christ, who said,
"I am the way, the truth, and the life; no man cometh unto the
Father, but by Me ;" and by the only means, viz., through the help
of the Holy Spirit, "for through Him," i.e., Jesus Christ, "we both
have access by one spirit unto the Father."
To worship God in spirit and in truth is to draw near to Him with
reverence and godly fear, as sinners reconciled to a reconciled Father
in Christ Jesus, with a filial love and a cheerful submission to His will,
with a trustful hope in His mercy and grace, and with gratitude for
His many blessings, spiritual as well as temporal, and with a desire
for His glory.
Now, it is the great design of God by the Gospel to fit and prepare
us for this spiritual worship, its object and purpose is to bring us out
of our carnal state into a spiritual one, to lift us out of the sad condition
into which we have fallen through sin, and to restore us to friendship
and communion with God.
And it is not by terrors or by threats, by penances or by penalties,
that God seeks to recall us to Himself; but by the manifestation of
His love as revealed to us in the gift of His dear Son who died "the
iust for the uniust, that He might bring us to God."
He demands not from us costly sacrifices, rich oblations, or bodily
austerities, but He points us to the atonement which was made for
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the sins of the world on Calvary, and says, "Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved."
By His Spirit and His word, He calls and invites us, and seeks to
draw us by His grace, and to win us by His love, saying in accents
of tender mercy and loving compassion such words as these: "Return
unto Me, for I have redeemed thee." "Let the wicked forsake his
way and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him return unto
the Lord, and He will have mercy upon him, and to our God, for He
will abundantly pardon." "Though your sins be as scarlet, they
shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall
be as wool!" "For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on Him should not perish
but have eternal life." And having brought us in penitence and faith
to God as our reconciled Father, we become" new creatures in Christ
Jesus," the natural man becomes spiritual, and the service which he
henceforth offers is a spiritual service,-not a service of the body nor
of the lips merely, but of the heart. Then, and then only, can we truly
enter into the spirit of our Christian profession, and worship God in
spirit and in truth. And though we know our spiritual worship is
very imperfect, and far from what it ought to be, yet we believe that
"the Spirit helpeth our infirmity, for we know not how to pray as
we ought, but the Spirit Himself maketh intercession for us with
groanings which cannot be uttered.'"
Ill. And now let me ask, Is this the way in which we worship God?
As members of the Church of England our privileges are very great,
for most admirable are the services which it has prepared for our
use. We have prayers which embrace nearly every human hope
and thought, and want, expressed in language calculated to move
almost a heart of stone.
We have canticles, and psalms, and hymns, in which there is ample
scope for music and singing. We have the reading of God's Holy
Word, the preaching of the Gospel, and the administration of the
sacraments. What more, let me enquire, can we desire? If our
hearts are only right with God, if we utter the words of penitence
with sorrow for our sins, if we sing our songs of praise with gratitude,
if we utter our prayers with faith, if we listen to the Word of God as
God's word, and partake of the Lord's supper with thankfulness and
love to Him" who loved us, and gave Himself for us," we cannot
fail to return to our homes cheered and strengthened in our Christian
warfare, and encouraged to go on our way upwards, and onwards,
and heavenwards.
But is it not to be feared that in many of our churches in the present
day our beautiful services are spoilt, and our spiritual worship is
disturbed by musical innovations?
It would seem that many of our Clergy cannot read a prayer without
a note from the organ; congregations are called upon to confess their
sins in monotone, and to plead for forgiveness to harmony; and creeds
are repeated with an organ accompaniment.
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What would the King think if a criminal went to him singing a
petition for pardon-would not he be astonished ~ What would
you think if your children came to you making known their wants
and desires in a carefully modulated, but unnatural voice-would
not you think it ridiculous ~
. If we want more music, why cannot we have more hymns, instead
of disturbing our services with the vicarious performances of a professional organist and hireling choir, performances in which a large
majority of the congregation cannot possibly take part.
Music, however beautiful it may be, is most offensive when applied
to parts of our services to which artificiality is inappropriate. Did
not our Lord say, " My house shall be called a house of prayer;" but
one would think He had said, "My house shall be called a house of
musical display and entertainment."
In too many churches in the present day the organ and the choir
alone repeat the responses and" amens," and the congregations are
altogether dumb. A beautiful organ and a trained choir are not
objectionable in a church, for they are most useful as leaders in those
parts of our service where music is appropriate ; but too often they
have no followers. And why ~ Because the music is far too elaborate
and difficult for any but trained voices to take part in.
And when the service is almost entirely musical, it must prevent
many in the congregation who cannot sing, from joining outwardly
in public prayer, whereas if the responses and amens are read or said,
every man, woman and child who can read can take part in them.
An elaborate musical service may please the young, the careless and
the worldly, but it drives away the more mature, the thoughtful, and
the spiritually minded.
By all means let our services be bright and cheerful, and they will
be so if everyone takes a part, and joins in the responses in an audible
and natural voice and heartily in the singing.
What we want in our services is more reality and less artificiality.
Worship is active, not passive; we are not to be mere lookers-on, or
listeners. It is true the greater part of our prayers are pronounced
aloud by the minister alone, but the members of the congregation
can make the prayers their own by following them in their hearts, and
by joining in the responses in an audible and natural voice, and by
saying" Amen" at the end of the prayers.
Too many persons in our congregations appear to listen to the
prayers as they listen to the ,sermon, without in any way joining in
them. But surely, by so doing, they defeat one great object of public
worship, which was instituted that all might heartily join together
in common prayer, and by their united supplications draw down upon
them the blessings of heaven. It is to be feared that in the present
day too many look to outward and external things to create within
them religious impressions, instead of seeking to obtain them from
the only true source. They seek to find them in the imposing architecture of the nave and chancel, the mysterious attitudes and movements
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and costumes of the "priests," and the melting and affecting~strains
of the organ and choir.
But this is a great mistake, for it is not the office of either the
building, or the ritual, or the music, to create devotional impressions
in the hearts of the people. Doubtless all these things do produce
in some people's minds moving and elevating sentiments and feelings,
but still the heart is not drawn to God, and soars no higher than the
vaulted roof or the things of earth. It is the words which we utter,
the truths which we hear and the Holy Spirit's blessing which alone
can make any true or lasting impression, which alone can draw us
to God and enable us to worship Him in spirit and in truth.
Is it not true that in churches where these outward and external
things are made so much of, the sermon is thought little about, and
the music, and the ritual, and the building, which are made so much of,
draw away the mind from the thoughts and ideas which are expressed in
the prayers ~ Speaking of impressions made by beautiful music in
churches, Bishop Oxenden says, "There is a vast difference in the
feelings awakened by the sounds of music and the feelings which God
Himself inspires. One is earthly; the other is heavenly. The one
is of man's creation; the other God's. The one only touches the
senses, and is therefore evanescent; the other penetrates the soul,
and therefore lasts for ever." And yet how many depend upon these
earthly sentiments and feelings, and call it devotion, and think it is
religion, and go away believing that they have been worshipping God,
and are satisfied with themselves! But if we take away the music,
and the ritual, and the ecclesiastical character of the architecture,
how much of true spiritual worship would be left ~ What. are flowers,
and incense, and vestments and architecture and ritual and music
to God ~ What He looks for in worship is repentance, trust, a filial
love, sense of humiliation, gratitude for His goodness, submission to
His will, zeal for His glory, and a reverential fear-these spiritual
affections, expressed in fervent prayers, supplications, praises, and
thanksgivings, form that worship in which God delights and is glorified.
What we want in our services, if we wish to worship God in spirit
and in truth, is simplicity, the simplicity of the New Testament, and
if our services are conducted on the principles of our Reformed and
Protestant Church, there will be simplicity in the conduct of divine
service, as well as in the music. We want no gorgeous dresses, no
candle-lighting in broad daylight, no incense burning, no altar prostrations, or such-like theatrical-performances. All these things are
intended to exalt the priesthood, and must have a tendency to hide
our Great High Priest behind His human substitute.
Let me ask again, then, is our worship a spiritual worship ~ Do we
worship God" in spirit," i.e., according to His true nature, according
to the revelation which He has given us of Himself? Do we worship
God" in truth," i.e., really and sincerely, in a genuine spiritual manner?
Do we truly know what God is and what He requires of us~. Do we
really understand what we are by nature, and what we stand in need
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of 1 Have we believed on the Lord Jesus Christ 1 Have we been
born again from above 1 Have we sought and found pardon and
peace through the infinite merits of the precious blood of Jesus Christ 1
Have we become partakers of H~s Spirit 1 Can we look up to God as
a reconciled Father 1 Do we come up to God's house to obtain food
for our souls 1 Do we seek to practise during the week the lessons
which we learn on the Sunday 1 Are these earthly Sabbaths a foretaste of that eternal Sabbath which we hope to spend in heaven, of
which they are intended to be a type 1 If so, then we worship God
in spirit and in truth, and as "the Father seeketh such to worship
Him," He will be with us and bless us for Christ's sake, and at last
take us to be where no more formal observance of external worship
will be necessary, where there will be no more stated places and
appointed times for the service of the Lord, but evelY day shall be
a Sabbath, and all eternity shall be one period of worship.
But, if you cannot say that this spiritual worship of which we have
been speaking is yours; if you find no real pleasure in coming up
week after week to these earthly sanctuaries; if you are glad when
the time arrives for you to go home; if you come only to please the
eye and to gratify the ear or to criticise the sermon; if you come merely
from habit or from custom, or for respectability's sake; if you have
no petitions to ask, no mercies to be thankful for, no strength to be
renewed, no faith to be increased, no love to be deepened, oh, rest
not until you feel your need of a Saviour, and realize your want of the
Holy Spirit's assistance and blessing, for without Christ and His
Spirit we are none of His. We may be professing Christians, baptized
and confirmed, and even partakers of the Lord's Supper; we may
be punctiliously reverent, and most tenacious as to ritual and ceremony;
we may enjoy a " beautiful" service and appreciate a stirring sermon;
but if we are not trusting in Christ's merits alone for salvation, if
we are not living a life of faith in Him, following in His footsteps,
led and taught and guided by His Spirit, our religion is a mere profession, and our worship is but a form and a ceremony.
God, however, is waiting to give us His Holy Spirit, and every other
needful blessing, and we have only to ask in order to receive, for has
not He said for our encouragement, "If ye being evil know how to
give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your heavenly
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him;" and again, " He
that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how
shall He not with Him also freely give us all things 1 "
One word more in conclusion. The Ritualists say we Evangelicals
hold extreme views concerning the cross. This is a great mistake,
for it is the Ritualists themselves who hold the extreme views. As
the late Dean MeNeile said, "On the one side unbelieving Jews,
identifying the metaphorical with the literal, the doctrine with
the gibbet, have enlarged on the disgrace and degradation of the
Crucified, and thrown it contemptuously in the teeth of His disciples.
On the other side superstition, identifying the literal with the meta-
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phorical, the gibbet with the doctrine, has elevated the material figure
into the place of the spiritual truth and enlarged on the glorious cross,
the holy cross." These are the two extremes, and we Evangelicals
stand between the two and distinguish between the gibbet and the
doctrine.
Like St. Paul, we glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, Le.,
the doctrine of the cross, and the preaching of the cross is no stumblingblock or foolishness to us, for we believe in, and love, and adore the
Crucified One, who is now the Glorified One, but we have no faith in,
or love or adoration for, the literal or material cross of wood or brass
or stone.
Let me, then, with all faithfulness and earnestness and sincerity,
call upon all loyal members of our Church to protest against these
stepping-stones to Rome, which are being introduced one after another
into our services, and never to rest until they are given up and abolished.
What the Jesuits in our Church and other clergymen who are led
astray by them want to do is to get behind the glorious Reformation,
and bring our Church to what it was when infested with the corruptions
of Popery. It is true many well-meaning and innocent clergymen
n,ever intend to go further than the Ritualism which they have adopted
from their neighbours, and which is so fashionable, but they are,
nevertheless, helping I forward all the same the Romanizing designs
of those who know what they are doing. It is very certain that if some
decisive stand is not soon made the Reformation will have to be fought
over again, or we shall bring down upon us as a nation the severe
judgments of an offended God.
"Not to Thy cross, but to Thyself,
My Living Saviour, would I cling;
'Twas Thou and not Thy cross didst bear
My soul's dark guilt-sin's deadly sting."

AGED

PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.
THE new Annual Reports have just been issued, containing illustrations
of the Homes and a variety of interesting information respecting the
Institution; a copy will be forwarded upon application, together with
the Quarterly Record now in circulation. A fresh descriptive leaflet
is being prepared, and the help of the Society's friends in distributing
this literature among those likely to become subscribers would be
thankfully received.
On the first Friday in July, the 38th anniversary of the Hornsey
Rise Home was held, a large number of friends being present on the
occasion. The lady visitors conducted their usual Sale of Work for
the Benevolent Fund, with satisfactory results. Two excellent
sermons were preached by the Rev. J. W. Dance, of Leamington,
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and the Rev. J. H. Snow, of BIackburn. Collections were taken for
the maintenance fund, which, through special repairs, has of late been
heavily drawn upon. The grounds are now in their summer beauty,
and our aged friends delight to welcome visitors to this peaceful dwelling
for those in life's eventide.
A pensioner of many years' standing passed away recently, leaving a
heart-cheering testimony behind her. She had been a widow 38 years,
and much valued the Society's help. With'a radiant face she repeatedly
said, "He doeth all things well "-" He is such a Rock "-" Perfect
love casteth out fear." Her parting word with her grandson was,
" The Angel that redeemed me from all evil, bless the lad." She tried
to sing a favourite hymn :" What a friend we have in Jesus,
All our sins and griefs to bear,
What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayer."
She also delighted in the hymn, "The sands of time are sinking."
Such is the character of those whom the Society was constituted to
assist, and whose needs are as great as ever. After the payment of
rent, the slenderest margin is left for living; hence those who receive
old age pensions are not disqualified for this Society, and many of the
recipients, being between 60 and 70, can obtain nothing from the State.
The work is such that the love of it grows upon those who are
engaged therein. A contributor, warmly interested in the Society,
has recently sent his fifty-fifth annual subscription. The Committee
rejoice that young people are coming forward as supporters; many
precious lessons can they learn of the Lord's faithfulness from the
recipients who have borne the burden and heat of the day.
1675 pensioners, in all parts of the country, are upon the books;
the pension expenditure is now considerably more than £12,000 per
annum. In the summer months gifts generally fall off, but the
expenses remain the same; if friends seeking rest and change can kindly
remember the needs of the Lord's aged poor, their help will be gratefully
received.
The utmost economy consistent with efficiency is exercised; the
working expenses, which are but a small percentage, are continually
watChed and controlled by the Board.
William Tyndale's prologue to his first edition of the New Testament
in English contains this golden sentence of admonition to all gracetaught people:- "For we have not received the gifts of God for
ourselves only, or for to hide them; but to bestow them unto the
honouring of God and Christ, and edifying of the congregation, which
is the body of Christ."
THE Gospel is a feast to living souls; to the guilty, pardon; to the
weary, precious strength and rest.-Rev. Matthew Welland.
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1,8 a £\ fi i n g is bt n t fi •
A MONTHLY

RECORD.

THE Calvin Commemoration held at Geneva last month-reports of
which from the special correspondent of The English Churchman
appeared in that weekly journal-passed off with much success. A
fund has been opened in London in aid of the International Monument
of the Reformation at Geneva. "The Monument is to be a Memorial
from the Christian World to some of the world's greatest teachers and
leaders, and an effort is being made to raise the sum of £30,000 for its
erection. Towards this the small Canton of Geneva has already
collected about £8,000. The United States contribution is expected
to be about £5,000, and that of Hungary £2,000, whilst other countries
are entering heartily into the movement. It is hoped that the English
Association will be enabled to offer to the Memorial a not unworthy
contribution. An appeal is therefore made for contributions from this
country which will be not unworthy of its place as one of the chief
homes of the Reformation. Subscriptions are invited towards the
Fund which the English Association is endeavouring to raise as the
British share in this international work." The Secretary, Mr. G. W. L.
Burraclough, F.R.H.S., Floraville, Woodford, London, S.E., receives
contributions to the Fund.
A meeting was recently held in London under the auspices of the
Imperial Sunday Alliance to welcome the announcement of a weekly
day of rest for the Police. The Archbishop of Canterbury presided.
Mr. G. W. E. Russell, in moving a resolution in accordance with the
object of the meeting, quoted from a letter of Lord Knollys's a statement that" it gave the King much gratification to hear that the
members of the Metropolitan Police had been granted a weekly day's
rest, for his Majesty cannot but be greatly interested in a body of men
who are unsurpassed in integrity and efficiency by any other body of
men in the United Kingdom."
---Lord Kinnaird, president of the Y.M.C.A., performed the ceremony,
on Wednesday, July 21st, of turning the first sod on the site of the new
headquarters of the Young Men's Christian Association at the corner
of Tottenham Court Road and Great Russell Street, W.C. The new
building, which will not only be the Association's headquarters, but is
designed to include a technical college and hostel, will cost £100,000,
and will not be completed for two years. Lord Kinna-ird, after digging
up several spadefuls of earth, said that they had reached a day to which
they had been looking forward for many years. They had felt ever
since Exeter Hall was closed that there was a great need for a rallying
point for Evangelical Christians throughout the world, who came here
in increasing numbers year by year. Afterwards spadefuls of earth
were turned over by representatives of Young Men's Christian Associations in various countries throughout the world.
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At a recent meeting of the London Council of the United Protestant
Societies it was resolved to take decided action with the Government
with regard to Roman Catholic illegal processions of the Host, and it is
hoped that far-reaching results will follow from what it is proposed to
do. The Rev. J. B. Barraclough, M.A., Vicar of St. Thomas's, Lambeth,
was elected an Hon. Secletaryin successioJ"'o\the late Rev. Dr. Wright.
A sub·Committee was also appointed to consider and report upon the
constitution of the Council, with a view to its further effectiveness.
The Committe includes the Chairman, Mr. Benjamin Nicholson, the
Rev. J. B. Barraclough, M.A., the Rev. Dr. Bullinger, Mrs. Arbuthnot,
Captain Cuninghame, Mr. J. A. Kensit, Mr. WaIter A. Limbrick, and
Mr. Henry Miller. A very satisfactory feature in connection with the
Council is the willing way in which the various organizations connected
with the Council have contributed towards its expenses, thus enabling
the Council to carry out its principle of not appealing to the public for
financial help, or in any way entrenching upon the work that properly
belongs to the Societies themselves. In view of the statements made
in the House of Commons at the time of the Roman Catholic Disabilities
(Removal) Bill, it was decided by the Council to immediately organize
a great Colonial petition against any alteration of the Sovereign's
Protestant Declaration or the weakening of any of the Protestant
safeguards of the Throne and Constitution.
In forwarding to Sir Edward Grey a General Report respecting the
Opium Question in China, by Sir Alexander Hosie, Acting Commercial
Attache at Pekin, Sir J. N. Jordan, His Majesty's Minister in China,
writes: "The general impression which I derive from a study of all
the available evidence is that, considering the magnitude of the task,
the success which has so far attended the movement is as great as could
reasonably be expected." The Report, though written last November,
was only recently presented to Parliament. "It is doubtful," says
Sir Alexander Hosie, " whether any question has ever stirred the Chinese
Empire so profoundly as that of opium suppression. It affects all
classes; imperial decrees, proclamations, and the native Press have
carried the fiat throughout the length and breadth of the land; and
public opinion, backed by a young but growing patriotism, is gradually
but surely branding opium smoking as an evil that must be eradicated."
Much prayer has been offered during the past few months that appointments of true and faithful ministers of the Word might be made to the
two vacant pastorates of St. Luke's, Prestonville, Brighton, and St.
John's, Harborne. We believe prayer has been answered by the
selection of the Rev. W. Montagu Manning, Vicar of Rye Harbour,
Sussex, to be the successor of our late beloved friend, the Rev. George
Hewitt, at Brighton; and of the Rev. A. G. Townshend, Vicar of
Sileby, to be the successor of Archdeacon Noyes at St. John's, Harborne.
Both the incoming clergymen are well known as decided advocates of
Evangelical truth andJ.Protestant principles.

