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TO THE READERS OF THE" GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
My MUCH-BELOVED READERS,"Grace, mercy, and peace unto you." It is with unfeigned gratitude that I am able to report improvement in the condition of my
health, and that I have been enabled each Sabbath to take a limited
share in the public worship of our GOD at Mary-le-Port Church. On
one Thursday evening (the 14th ult.) I was enabled to conduct a
shortened service, and to preach the precious Word to my beloved
flock-the portion of Scripture being ISAIAH liv. 7, 8-" For a small
moment have I forsaken thee; but with great mercies will I gather
thee. In a little wrath I hid My face from thee for a moment; but
with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the LORD thy
REDEEMER" (GOEL, Kinsman). This privilege I was granted without
any ill effects ensuing. "Praise the LORD!" Thus the affectionate
prayers of my Congregation and scattered Friends are encouraged and
answered. And hope is kindled that I may be privileged to take a
humble part in one more beloved CLIFTON CoNFERENCE, next October.
I am humbly looking to the LORD to lead and supply me, as my needs
will be many, special, and great. I ask the beloved children of GOD to
unite with me in requesting Him to favour graciously my humble
attempt to serve His precious Truth, and to once more minister among
them the glorious verities of the Covenant "ordered in all things
and sure." I myself do indeed supplicate Him to deign in His love
to make use of His poor weak and unworthy servant for the glory of
His precious Name and the edification of His dear saints-if it be but
once more. It may be His loving purpose to put singular honour
on a broken reed!
Lovingly and gratefully yours in CHRIST,
JAMES ORMISTON.
3, BERKELEY SQUARE,
CLIFTON, BRISTOL, July 20th, 1910.
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COUKSEL, AND COUFORT.

Who comfortet.h us in all our tl'ibulatiou, th.:a.t we may be able to comfort them which are in allY
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

OUR UNCHANGEABLE GOD.
" I am the LORD, I change not. "-MALACHI iii. 6.

WE live in a world of change. Change is stamped upon everything
we see. Wherever we look we see the process of change going on.
We see changes in the heavens above us, upon the earth beneath,
and in the waters under the earth. There are changes in the
apparent positions of the heavenly bodies, changes in the atmosphere,
changes in the wind and in the weather. There are changes in
rulers, governments, and states; changes in families, homes, and
congregations; changes in men, changes in town, changes in
country. All these changes result from the sovereign rule of the
unchangeable One. "He changeth the times and the seasons. He
removeth kings, and setteth up kings" (Dan. ii. 21). There will
be a wonderful change in all living believers when the Lord comes.
"We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment,
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall
sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed" (1 Cor. xv. 51, 52). A mighty change will take place
when "the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the
elements shalt melt with fervent heat; the earth also, and the
works that are therein, shall be burned up." "They shall perish;
but Thou remainest; and they all shall wax old as doth a
garment; and as a vesture shalt Thou fold them up, and they
shall be changed: but Thou art the same, and Thy years shall not
fail" (2 Pet. iii. 10; Heb. i. 11, 12).
"Thou remainest," and "Thou art the same." Note these
words, dear children of GOD. No change can deprive us of our
GOD. He remains. No change can alter Him. He is the same.
He says, "I am the LORD, I change not." Let us meditate on Him
as our unchangeable GOD.
First observe that His love is unchangeable. If He is unchange-
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able, His attributes are unchangeable, and hence His love for His
people is abidingly the same. "I have loved thee [He says] with
an everlasting love." The love of GOD for His people is a love
" which is, and which was, and which is to come." As it was in
the beginning, so it is now, and so it ever shall be. "I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities,
nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from
the love of GOD, which is in CHRIST JESUS our LORD" (Rom. viii.
38, 39). Love purposed in CHRIST and bestowed in CHRIST is
unalterable. Be assured then, ye children of GOD, that no change
in your circumstances can alter GOD'S love for you.
" Great JEHOVAH'S love endureth,
Then away with all complaints !
His unchanging love secureth
Crowns of glory for the saints.
May we all be ever learning
How it shines in CHRIST the LAMB,
Never knows a shade of turning,
But in Him abides the same."
Next notice that His merlJ)f is unchangeable. "As for man, his
days are as grass: as a flower of the field, so he flourisheth. . . .
But the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting upon
them that fear Him" (Ps. ciii. 15, 17). The LORD'S mercy is
unchangeable towards the penitent sinner. As He welcomed, and
showed mercy to SAUL of Tarsus, who felt himself the chief of
sinners, so He shows mercy to penitent sinners to-day. All who
feel the weight of their sins are encouraged to come to Him through
faith in CHRIST'S blood, and are assured of a warm welcome. "Let
the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts:
and let him return unto the LORD, and He will have merlJ)f upon
him, and to our GOD, for He will abundantly pardon" (Isa. Iv. 7).
GOD is unchangeable in His readiness to show mercy to every
seeking soul. Nay, the fact that a soul seeks His mercy is a proof
of mercy already bestowed.
And what about the believer who has "obtained mercy"?
Such an one finds by sad experience that he needs mercy every day
of his life. Is there still mercy to be obtained? Will the LORD
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still be gracious to His erring people 1 Thank GOD He will ; for it
is written, "Let us [believers] therefore come boldly unto the
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help
in time of need" (Heb. iv. 16). Truly," His mercy endureth for
ever." Further, take note that His faithfulness is unchangeable.
"He abideth faithful: He cannot deny Himself." It was because
of His unchanging faithfulness that the sons of J ACOB were not
consumed. They deserved to be consumed for their many sins,
but GOD could not break His Covenant. He had chosen them to
be His people, and had said He would be their GOD, and hence
despite their many sins, He could not cast them away. He
chastised them, but He did not make a full end of them, because
He was faithful to His Covenant. They could say, "It is of the
LORD'S mercies that we are not consumed, because His compassions
fail not. They are new every morning. Great is Thy faithfulness"
(Lam. iii. 22, 23). In like manner, GOD is faithful to His everlasting
Covenant of grace-faithful to the promises and undertakings
therein given. Hence His people are saved and called with a holy
calling, not according to their works, but according to His own
purpose and grace given them in CHRIST JESUS before the world
began (see 2 Tim. i. 9). Because He is unchangeably faithful, they
can speak of having the "hope of eternal life, which GOD, that
cannot lie, promised before the world began" (Titus i. 2). What an
unspeakable comfort it is to know that our GOD is abidingly faithful.
He is true to all His Covenant engagements and promises. "The
gifts and calling of GOD are without repentance" (Rom. xi. 29).
" GOD is not a man, that He should lie; neither the Son of man,
that He should repent: hath He said, and shall He not do it? Or
hath He spoken, and shall He not make it good .? " (Num. xxiii. 19).
He says, "My Covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing
that is gone out of My lips." Rest then, believer, on "the
immutability of His counsel" and the enduring character of His
faithfulness.
Again, His rrrese:nce is unchangeable. He has been present with
His people in the past, He is present with them now, and He will
be present with them in all the years that are to come. " He hath
said, I will never leave thee nor forsake thee." Earthly companions cannot always be with us, but He is with His people always
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and under all circumstances. "Even to your old age I am He;
and even to hoar hairs will I carry you."
His pow~, also, is unchangeable. Human strength decays and
diminishes. The vigour of youth is followed by the feebleness of
old age. There is no change, however, in the power of our GOD.
" Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting
GOD, the LORD, the CREATOR of the ends of the earth, fainteth not,
neith~ is weary? There is no searching of His understanding."
We need His power every day, and how blessed it is that we can
always gain a sufficient supply. " He giveth power to the faint;
and to them that have no might He increaseth strength" (Isa.
xl. 28, 29). With Him "all things are possible," and all things
are always possible with Him. Nothing is too hard for the LORD
to do for His people.
Notice further, that His knowledge is unchangeable. We may
forget names, faces, and circumstances, but His knowledge of His
people can never be diminished. "Known unto GOD are all His
works from the beginning of the world" (Acts xv. 18). He
" knoweth all things," and He never ceases to know all the needs
and circumstances of all His people. There is no change in His
Omniscience. Others may forget and cease to know our needs,
but He will never forget His people. Their persons and circumstances can never be obliterated from His memory. "They may
forget, yet will I not forget," is His precious assurance to His
people.
Finally, His righteousness is unchangeable. The Jews had asked,
"Where is the GOD of judgment? " (Mal. ii. 17). GOD answers
their question in chapter three, verses 5 and 6. He says: "I will
come near to you to judgment; and I will be a swift witness against
the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, and against false swearers,
and against those that oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow
and the fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger from his right,
and fear not Me, saith the LORD of HOSTS. " For [notice the
connection] I am the LORD, I change not." Thus He is unchangeable in His attitude towards sin, and He will, in righteousness,
visit judgment upon the ungodly. On the other hand, He is
unchangeably " faithful and just" (righteous) to forgive His people
their sins, and to cleanse them from all unrighteousness.. He is
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just, and yet the Justifier of him that believeth in JESUS. Rest then,
dear fellow-believers, on this precious truth, that He is our unchangeable GOD. He is "the same yesterday, and to-day, and
for ever." "The counsel of the LORD standeth for ever, the
thoughts of His heart to all generations" (Ps. xxxiii. 11). He
changes not in His love, His mercy, His faithfulness, His presence,
His power, His knowledge, and His righteousness.
" Change is our portion here;
Soon fades the summer sky,
The landscape droops in autumn sear,
And spring flowers bloom to die:
But faithful is JEHOVAH'S word,
, I will be with thee,' saith the LORD.
" Change is our portion here,
Along the heavenly road:
In faith and hope and holy fear,
In love towards our GOD:
How often we distrust His word,
, I will be with thee,' saith the LoRD.
" Change is our portion here:
Yet 'midst our changing lot,
'Midst withering flowers and tempests drear,
There is that changes not.
Unchangeable JEHOVAH'S word,
, I will be with thee,' saith the LORD.

Bath.

"Changeless, the way of peace:
Changeless, Emmanuel's name;
Changeless, the Covenant of grace;
Eternally the same.
, I change not,' is a Father's word,
, And I am with thee,' saith the LORD."
THOMAS HOUGHTON.

THE Lord hid the prophets so that Ahab could not find them out:
1 Kings xviii. 13. If we will creep under His wings He will surely
keep us.-Archibald Symson.
So let all ministering doctrines to thee in this life beget in thee a
greater desire to sit at the supper of the great King in His Kingdom;
for all preaching, books, and ordinances here are but as the laying of
the trenchers, and as setting of salt upon the board, when compared
with the feast that our Lord will make for us when we come to His
house.-The Pilgrim's Progress.

".
The Gospel Magazine

455

GOD'S SUFFICIENCY.
" The God of all grace."-l

PETER

v. 10.

THIS is one of the many titles of our Covenant God found in the
New Testament. He is called " The God of patience," " The God
of hope," "The God of peace," and" The God of all comfort." In
like manner He is called "Tlie God of all grace." The title
indicates first that He is the Source of all grace. All grace flows
from Him. It flows from the Father, through the Son, and by the
Spirit. The Apostle John recognized this great truth when he
wrote, "Grace be unto you, and peace, from Him which is, and
which was, and which is to come, and from the seven spirits
which are before His throne; and from Jesus Christ, Who is the
faithful Witness, and the First-begotten of the dead" (Rev. i. 4, 5).
Our God is the source of all saving grace. "The grace of God
that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men" (Tit. ii. 11).
Grace brought the salvation of God from heaven, and grace brings
the sinner into the enjoyment of the blessings of salvation. "For
by grace are ye saved, through faith; and that not of yourselves:
it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast"
(Eph. ii. 8, 9). The Lord's people owe their salvation entirely to
the free, unmerited and distinguishing grace of God. Taught by
the Holy Ghost, they are ready to say: "Who hath saved us, and
called us with an holy calling, not according to oUr works, but
according to His own purpose and grace, which was given us in
Christ Jesus before the world began" (2 Tim. i. 9). Thus the grace
which saves flows from" the God of all grace." To Him must be
ascribed the sole glory of the salvation of His Church.
" 'Tis not by works of righteousness
Which our own hands have done,
But we are saved by Sovereign grace
Abounding through the 80n."
Our God is further the source of all justifying and pardoning grace.
We have no righteousness of our own. " We are all as an unclean
thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags." How then
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can we stand before God? The answer is that we are "justified
freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus"
(Rom. iii. 24). The righteousness of Christ is imputed to all who
believe in Him, so that they stand before God "accepted in the
Beloved."
" The best obedience of my hands
Dares not appear before Thy throne,
But faith can answer Thy demands,
By pleading what my Lord has done."
Forgiving grace also flows from Him. The forgiveness of sins
is " according to the riches of His grace" (Eph. i. 7). If we have
the blessed assurance that our "transgression is forgiven" and
our "sin covered," it is because "the God of all grace" hath
forgiven all our iniquities, and He hath done this because the blood
of His dear Son hath been "shed for many for the remission of
sins."

God is also the source of enriching grace. The saved, justified
and forgiven sinner is continually in need of "more grace."
Though his salvation is "not of works," he is "created in Christ
Jesus unto good works." But "we have no power to do good
works, pleasant and acceptable to God, without the grace of God
by Christ preventing us, that we may have a good will, and working
with us when we have that good will" (Article X. of the Church
of England). In view of such helplessness and insufficiency, how
blessed it is to be assured that "God is able to make all grace
abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in
all things, may abound to every good work" (2 Cor. ix. 8).
Glorifying grace flows also from our God. The final outcome
of God's electing grace is the glorification of all His people. "Whom
He justified, them He also glorified." The grace of God has been
experienced by His people in the past, it is experienced now, and
it will be experienced when the Lord comes again. "Wherefore
gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for
the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus
Christ" (1 Pet. i. 13). Thus" all grace" includes the grace which
saves, justifies, pardons, enriches, and finally glorifies. The
grace which flows from our God covers all the needs of the children
of God.
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" See! the streams of living waters,
Springing from eternal love,
Well supply thy sons and daughters,
And all fear of want remove:
Who can faint while such a river
Ever flows their thirst to assuage?
Grace which, like the Lord, the Giver,
Never fails from age to age."
The title we are considering further indicates that our God is
the Dispenser 0/ all grace. He sits on " the throne of grace" and
dispenses His favours to all His people, in all their varied circumstances, He dispenses grace to the lost, The word "lost"
describes God's people in their natural state. A correspondent
recently wrote: "They do not like to be told that they are lost
•
sinners, and can be saved by grace alone, through the atoning
death of Christ the Lord." The Bible doctrine of sin is repugnant
to the natural heart. Yet there can be no doubt that men by
uature are morally lost. In Adam they have gone very far astray
from God. When, however, the Holy Ghost convicts of sin, God's
people are ready to confess, "All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have turned everyone to his own way." But they are not left
there; for the same Spirit enables them to add, "The LORD hath
laid on Him the iniquity of us all." With such an assurance as
this, they can say, "With His stripes we are healed." Grace is
thus dispensed to the lost. Saul of Tarsus was a lost sinner. He
was the chief of sinners; "a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and
injurious," but God dispensed His grace to him, with the result
that the lost sinner was found. It pleased God to call him by His
grace (Gal. i. 15), and he began to preach" the faith which once
he destroyed." "By the grace of God [he said] I am what I am."
John Newton's testimony is the same. He wrote :
" Amazing grace, how sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found;
Was blind, but now I see.

•

" 'Twas grace'that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear,
The hour I first believed."
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What an encouragement all this is to the convicted sinner!
The God of all grace dispenses grace to the tempted and tried.
The Lord's people are a tempted and tried people. They are
continually exposed to temptation and trial. They have, however,
<1 High Priest Who was in all points tempted like as they are.
He
is their Advocate and their Intercessor, and in all their temptations
and trials they are encouraged to "come boldly unto the throne
of grace," that they" may obtain mercy and find grace to help in
time of need." Joseph was sorely tl~ed when he was sold into
Egypt, "but God was with him, and delivered him out of all his
afHictions, and gave him favour [grace] and wisdom in the sight
of Pharaoh, king of Egypt" (Acts vii. 9, 10). So in all our trials
the Lord says, "My grace is sufficient for thee." The labourer
in the Lord's vineyard is also the recipient of the grace which our
God dispenses.
" I laboured more abundantly than they all," says the Apostle
Paul, "yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me." If
we would abound in the work of the Lord, we need to be " strong
in the grace that is in Christ Jesus." Finally, He dispenses grace
to the lowly. "God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the
humble" (1 Pet. v. 5). We must not give any quarter to pride
or self-sufficiency. We have nothing which we did not receive.
Our strength is weakness, and all our best works are in themselves as nothing worth. If He deigns in some small measure
to use us in His service, the sole glory is due to Him. Be it
ours, then, to be "clothed with humility." "He giveth power
to the faint, and to them that have 1W might He increaseth
strength" (Isa. xl. 29). Take comfort, then, dear fellow-believers,
from the truth that our God is "the God of all grace," and with
Dr. Doddridge let your song be :" Grace! 'tis a charming sound!
Harmonious to the ear:

Heaven with the echo shall resound,
And all the earth shall hear.
" Grace first contrived the way
To save rebellious man,
And all the steps that grace display,
Which drew the wondrous plan!
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" Grace first inscribed my name
In God's eternal book:
'Twas grace that gave me to the Lamb,
Who all my sorrows took.
" Grace taught my soul to pray,
And pardoning love to know;
'Twas grace that kept me to this day,
And will not let me go.
" Grace all the work shall crown,
Through everlasting days:
Its lays in heaven the topmost stone,
And well deserves the praise! "

Bath.

THOMAS HOUGHTON.

THEY ASK FOR BREAD.

" The young children ask bread."-LAM. iv. 4.
" YOUNG children" ask for bread; they cry with hunger
In every town, in every village near.
'
" Y<,ung men," redeemed with "precious blood" for service,
"Why stand ye idle" here?
They ask for bread. Slight not their supplication,
Lest Christ, Who loves them, seem to slight your own,
Lest He withhold good things from you long season,
And caUSe you grief unknown.
They ask for bread. Some give them deadly poison
In pleasing sweets, with subtle, pleasing arts :
" Go ye," and take them bread of truth eternal
Which heavenly life imparts.

,

They ask for bread. Have ye "no bread," my brothers?
The Lord of all hath always "bread to spare."
Lift up your hands, and He will fill them swiftly
With sweet, abundant share.
They ask for bread. 0" satisfy" them" early" :
Make haste to deal them plentiful supply.
Make haste, for time and earthly life are passing:
Make haste, for death is nigh.
Young children ask for bread; they cry with hunger.
0, feed Christ's lambs with tender, patient love;
And He will feed you here with " hidden manna,"
And feast you soon above.
ISA.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Sirt{} unto the Lord, 0 ye saints of His, and give thanks at the remembrance of His holiness."-Ps. xxx. 4.
TURN with me, dear reader, to Psalm xcvii: 12, where we find a companion verse to this, "Rejoice in the Lord, ye righteous; llnd give
thanks at the remembrance of His holiness." Both marginal readings
give" to the memorial" of His holiness; and I have been led to select
this portion of God's blessed Word at a time of memorial-a time when
one seems, after long and sore waiting and severe trial of faith, to
have, in the langnage of Job, one's" mouth filled with laughter,"
and one's" lips with rejoicing"; at a time, too, of the fulfilment of
that for which one had prayed, ardently expecting a favourable
answer, since He who gives the prayer will Himself grant its performance; at a time when the language of hearts should be, "Oh, magnify
the Lord with me, and let us exalt His name together. I sought
the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my fears."
Again and again what wondrous proof do His children get-it may
be after sharp exercise and sore testing-that there is an Eye that
never sleeps, an Ear that is never shut, an Arm that is never shortened,
a Love that never fails; and that He who declared " All power is
given unto Me in heaven and in earth," can put forth that power in
giving His children believing prayer.
" That power is prayer that soars on high
Through Jesus to the Throne;
And moves t.he hand t.hat. moves t.he world,
To bring salvat.ion down."
So t.hat man's impossible ground becomes the place where our God
sball display His delivering power and show that all things are possible
with Him.
"Faith, mighty faith, the promise sees,
And trusts in God alone;
Laughs at impossibilities,
And cries, 'It shall be done.' "
Then when the promise is fulfilled, when He has appeared to your joy,
do you not seek to take up the language of our text and say, "Sing
unto the Lord, 0 ye saints of His, and give thanks at the remembrance
of His holiness"? Beloved, you have times of memorial,-seek to
observe them; commemorate them; review them, and bless the God
and Guide of all your journey for them. It may be deliverance
from great depths of trial which you would not., however, in the
" afterward" have been without. These depths, where you proved
how you did not and could not sink below His everlasting arms and
delivering power, have been made memorable to you as a season of
richest blessing in disguise. He thus enjoins His delivered people
to mark their pilgrimage steps by these Ebenezer stones, these days
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of memorial, as He compasses their path with" songs of deliverance"
according to His promise. It is given as an exhortation, "forget not
all His benefits;" but alas! how soon we do forget a deliverance
wrought by our God, and sink at the next trial that overtakes us. It is
.given as a warning also-" Jest My people forget"; "lest thou forget the
things thine eyes have seen, take heed to thyself and keep thy soul
diligently." And it is given as a prcrmise; for our God never forgets,
and His Israel" shall not be forgotten of Me," He says. So He tells us
to make these days and seasons of His appearing, days of memorial.
He would have His people "remember the day"-even the day of
His holiness-when He Who cannot lie, Who has sworn, and can by no
means alter tbe thing that has passed His holy lips, brings to pass
what He had promised and that upon which He had given His child
to hope and plead. "Once have I sworn in My holiness that I will
not lie unto David." How graciously He met the need of Moses,
whom He raised up to be the leader of His people Israel, and to whom
He doubled His promise as it were. He had declared Himself unto
Moses, " I am that I am," and He said, " Thus shalt thou say unto the
children of Israel, I am hath sent me unto you." And as though
this were not enough, "God said, moreover, unto Moses, Thus shalt
thou say unto the children of Israel, The Lord God of your fathers,
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of J acob, hath
sent me unto you: this is My name for ever, and this is My memorial
unto all generations" (Exod. ill. 14, 15). My Memorial-Jehovah's.
A Covenant God-the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, unto all
generations. Your God and mine, beloved. Therefore," Give thanks
at the remembrance of His holiness."
Again. At the deliverance of the children of Israel from Egypt,
when the Passover feast was instituted, the Lord declared, "And
this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it
a feast to the Lord throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a
feast by an ordinance for ever" (Exod. xii. 14). The deliverance
wrought for His ancient people was but a shadow of the deliverance
from the guilt of sin and the subsequent innumerable deliverances
of His redeemed children.
Therefore, let all who have these
wondrous deliverances to record keep them as a memorial as they
" give thanks at the remembrance of His holiness." "For a sign
unto thee upon thine hand, a memorial between thine eyes," was
enjoined upon Israel as J ehovah declared they should " remember this
day," even the day when" by strength of hand the Lord brought
us forth out of Egypt" (Exod. xiii. 3, 9, 16). God's sworn word of
holiness, and its performance, are ever to be a memorial to His people.
So it was also when Amalek was overcome, when Aaron and Hur held
np the hands of Moses until the enemy was utterly discomfited. What
is this a picture of, but of prevailing prayer; the encouraging of faith
in pleading, and the ultimate victory through Him who hears and
answers! " Write this for a memorial in a book, and rehearse. it
in the ears of Joshua; for I will utterly put out the remembrance of

462

The Gospel Magazine

Amalek from under heaven" (Exod. xvii. 14). Again, beloved, we
are enjoined to give thanks at the remembrance of the holiness of Him
Whose word is indelibly written, Who cannot lie, nor alter the thing
that has gone from His. holy lips. Seek to write your deliverances
in the book of memory and grateful retrospect, and, when frail flesh
fails, ask Him to bring them to memory and cause a well-spring of
praise to ascend to your Mighty Deliverer.
We have another precious assertion of the Lord's remembrance of
His children in the type of the ephod which Aaron wore. Two stones
were placed upon the shoulders of the ephod-six of tbe names of the
tribes on one stone and six upon the other-" for stones of memorial
unto the' children of Israel: and Aaron shall bear their names before
the Lord upon his two shoulders for a memorial" (Exod. xxviii. 12),
and further, he was commanded to bear them "upon his heart, when
he goeth in unto the holy place, for a memorial before the Lord
continually" (v. 29).
Our Great High Priest, beloved, is before the Lord continually.
He wears our names upon His heart; He mentions us before the
throne; He is there to plead our cause and prevail, since His Father
is and must be just to the merits of His dear Son. Do you and I seek
more habitually, more continually, to give thanks at the "remembrance of His holiness 1" The sacrifices and offerings set forth the
same thing: "The priest shall burn the memorial of it upon the
altar, to be an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the Lord"
(Lev. ii. 2). Tbere was to be also" a memorial of blowing of trumpets,"
to commemorate the Sabbatical rest from all servile work for the
Israelite (Lev. xxiii. 24, 25). Again," Pure frankincense upon each row,
that it may be on the bread for a memorial, even an offering made by
fire unto the Lord" (Lev. xxiv. 7), which frankincense set forth the sweet
incense and perfume of that acceptable sacrifice to come, for which His
substituted people should ever seek to " give thanks." Other types,
such as the stones which Joshua set up in the bed of the river where
the.children of Israel passed clean over, stones of memorial, stones of
help and Ebenezer such as Samuel raised, we forbear enlarging upon.
Enough has been set forth to enjoin praise and profitable meditation.
The language of David will re-echo in our hearts, "Sing unto the
Lord, 0 ye saints of His, and give thanks at the remembrance of His
holiness." For you and I, beloved reader, have our wondrous deliverances to recount; countless tender mercies by the way; the lifting up
out of the horrible pit and miry clay; the setting of our feet upon
the rock; the bringing through fire and water into a wealthy place;
the snatching from seen and unseen snares; the daily proofs that our
God, Who" fainteth not, neither is weary," never forgets His children
and their need and cry. "He will be ever mindful of His Covenant,"
and consequently, " the righteous shall be bad in everlasting remembrance." And though our faith lie low, and be long and sorely tried,
those places made memorable by our deep distresses are also made
memorable by His wondrous deliverances. It was so with the Jews
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of whose afRictions and persecutions we read in the book of Esther.
But mark! When they got deliverances by their God and" had light
and gladness, joy and honour," they" ordained, and took upon them,
and upon their seed, and upon all such as joined themselves unto
them, so that it should not fail, that they should keep these two days
according to their writing, and according to their appointed time,
every year; and that these days should be remembered and kept
throughout every generation, every family, every province, and every
city; and that these days of Purim should not fail from among the
Jews, nor the memorial of them perish from their seed."
" Thy memory tells of dangerous paths,
Perplexing times and cares;
Trials, temptations, wrestlings strong
With griefs and sighs and tears.
" I think of errors over-ruled;
Of prayers daily heard;
My steps upheld; my soul restored,
By God's enlightened Word.
" I call to mind the well-kno\vn voice,
Which softly said, " 'T is I " ;
I think astonished of the One
Unseen, but yet so nigh.
" His gentle hand upon me laid
When most I needed it;
Proved He was skilful to perform
What wisdom judged was fit.
"Deserts were crossed, and devious paths,
Rough waves and stormy sea;
And yet in all, by day, by night,
He safely guided me.
" Shall I not then attune my lyre,
Mounting on swifter wing,
High heaven's inner court to gain,
My offering there to bring?
" And through my Great High Priest above
The purest worship raise;
Joining with martyrs, fathers, saints,
In "sacrifice of praise 1 "
Our God is the sworn God. His holiness may never be tarnished.
He is a God that calillot lie, cannot forget, cannot forego His promises.
Therefore, children of God, memorialize your deliverances; memorealize your blessings; memorialize your mercies. Seek much grace
to be ever giving thanks at the remembrance of His holiness. R.
NOTE.-Since penning the above article, the writer is constrained to note
the timeliness of it, as the month it appears commences the thirty-first year of
her montWy contribution to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Surely His children do well
to "abundantly utter the memory of His great goodness."
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MY FRIEND.

"THIS is my Beloved, and this is my Friend! " exclaims the Church in

the language of the Song of Solomon. After contemplating His many
excellences-excellences so transcendently glorious that she fails to
find adequate language to express them, and sums all up with" Yea,
He is altogether lovely "-in triumphant heart-homage she exultantly
declares, " This is my Beloved, and this is my Friend."
Now there are several descriptions or characteristics of a true friend
in the Holy Scriptures; in the Book of Proverbs more especially.
I have been thinking lately how interesting it is to note them and to
see by the light of the Holy Spirit how in a far higher degree the Friend
-my Friend-fulfils all in His Own blessed Person.
One of the most precious thoughts in connection with friends is
that in Prov. xvii. 17, " A friend loveth at all times." We feel this is
frequently but not always true of deep, real, human friendship. Some
difference of opinion strongly felt and strongly resented on both sides
is sometimes the cause of broken friendship. Sometimes a lying
talebearer has come between and destroyed life-long friendship.
Sometimes wealth or poverty has stepped in and become a barrier
betwixt erstwhile closest friends. Sometimes the ocean and great
distance, with consequently less frequent intercourse dwindling into
absolute silence, have killed friendship. Sometimes a misunderstanding
which might have been easily cleared up has separated friends. Thus
we sadly feel that human love is flickering and frail, and that we cannot
say of earthly friendship, "A friend loveth at all times." Because
even when the estrangement is not permanent, it frequently occurs
that temporary vexations take place, those "Cataracts and breaks
which humour interposed too often makes," as poor Cowper wrote
when dwelling upon his mother's constant love. We might descant
upon many circumstances to show that we cannot say with absolute
certainty of earthly friendship, " A friend loveth at all times," though
instances have occurred of tried, unselfish, faithful, human friendship.
But He loves at all times, the Friend, the perfect, unfailing, undying
Friend of sinners. He loved before we loved; He loves now unceasingly, though He veils His love at times, and He will love
manihstly through eternity. He loves at all times, in sickness and
in health, in poverty and in wealth, in age and in youth, in waywardness and in yielding, in every circumstance and in all places He loves,
and the love never fails. Well may we say of Him," Oh ! such a Friend,
He loved me ere I knew Him ;
He drew me with the cords of love,
And thus He bound me to Him.
And round my heart still closely twine
Those ties which nought can sever;
For I am His and He is mine
For ever and for ever."
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Another sweet characteristic of His friendship is to be found in the
words of Prov. xviii. 24, " A friend that sticketh closer than a brother."
Earthly brothers do separate; they do not always uphold the family
name and state; jealousy frequently is a cause of trouble between
them. Though the same father gave them his name, though the
same mother nursed them and loved them, though they played together
as children and shared the same joys and sorrows, though united
interests should keep them together, yet they separate and are
strangers. But He-He sticketh closer than a brother; so closely,
dear reader, that His life is thy life. He has made thy interest His
interest. He has given thee His name, His perfect righteousness,
His inheritance and His glory. Thy joy is His joy, and thy sorrow is
His sorrow. One life pervades, and He is thine abiding, indwelling,
constant Friend.
Another Scriptural statement concerning friendship is in Prov.
xxvii. 6, "Faithful are the wounds of a friend." If we have a really
faithful friend he is sure to point out faults which may wound us or
painful courses which it is wisest for us to take. His very love and
faithfulness necessitate his speaking thus to us. It would be easier
for him to be silent, but, loving so much, he feels he must be true at
whatever cost to himself; he must wound, he must give pain, to prevent
injury to ourselves.
Thus is it with the Friend of friends. " In very faithfulness Thou
hast affiicted me," cried the Psahnist. I was struck lately when
reading Acts viii. 3, 4, with the" Therefore." Do note it, dear reader;
" As for Saul, he made havoc of the Church, entering into every house,
and haling men and women, committed them to prison. Therefore
they that were scattered abroad went everywhere preaching the
word." One would have thought the terrible havoc of the Church
would have silenced the Christian sufferers; but, on the contrary,
the"efore, they "went everywhere preaching the word." Thus in
faithfulness and for a cause they were afflicted. And as of old, "the
more they were affiicted, the more they multiplied and grew." We
can trace all through the Word of God the sanctifying effect of sorrow;
" the wounds of a friend "-a Friend, not an enemy-wounding not
to kill, but to heal; not to injure, but to increase. "He is faithful."
Faithful is one of the adjectives most frequently applied to Him, and
because He is faithful He will often wound.
Another sweet meaning came to me when I was pondering this
passage, "Faithful are the wounds of a friend, "-another verse came
to me, that in Zech. xiii. 6, "What are these wounds in thine hands?
Then he shall answer, Those with which I was wounded in the house
of My friends." Oh! fellow-believer, see here thy sins and my sins
wounding the dear Hands that blessed and healed everywhere--the
cruel cross wounds in His hands; the sins that nailed Him to the
cross, piercing His soul more than the physical pain of the wounds,
piercing the warm Heart of love more than His Hands. "Wounded
in the house of My friends." Wounded when He came to His own,
3°
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when He came to His friends wounded - wounded through and
through by the might, the crushing might, of our sin and unbelief: yet
He was and is faithful, and those wounds speak for us now before the
Throne-wounds borne for you and for me. "Thy bruising healeth
me," and, as another verse of the same Gospel hymn says,
" J ehovah bade His sword awake,
o Christ, it woke 'gainst Thee.
Thy Blood the flaming sword must slake,
Thy Heart its sheath must be.
Al] for my sake, my peace to make:
Now sleeps that sword for me."
He was " wounded in the house of His friends," instead of His friends.
Amazing grace! Love most divine! Those faithful wounds plead
for me and prevail.
Again, in Prov. xxvii. 17, we read, "Iron sharpeneth iron; so a
mail sharpeneth the countenance of his friend," or, as it really means,
brighteneth; "a man brighteneth the countenance of his friend."
This we can well understand from our own delight when we see a
friend. We often notice, perhaps when travelling or waiting in a
railway-station, how the faces of people who look stolid enough as they
pass by, suddenly glow with pleasure on meeting a friend, and the
ordinary, perhaps unattractive, face becomes almost beautiful with
the joy of seeing a loved one. How much more then with Himself,
the" Friend above all others." He brightens our faces with His felt
joy, so that men seeing us say, "They have been with Jesus, they
have seen Him." An aged lady was telling me a short time ago of a
circumstance which had occurred many years before. She felt drawn to
call upon a neighbour to whom she had never spoken, whose husband
had passed away very suddeuly. She sympathized with her, and the
daughter, who was present, begged her to go to her house to see her.
When she went the daughter told her how often she had seen her going
to church and, noticing her peaceful face, had felt, "She has something
which I have not," and opening her heart to her was blessed. Ah!
dear reader, sweet it is when outsiders see that we have a spring
of joy that brightens all our delight and softens all our sorrow; that
something seqret which sweetens all, yea, "the secret of the Lord"
as we dwell continually in " the secret place of the most High." The
constant prayer of the believer is, "Let me see Thy Face, and rejoice
in the light of Thy Countenance." "Make Thy Face to shine upon
Thy servant;" and in response He says, " Arise, shine, for thy light
is come." He shines upon us, and, shall I say it, we shine to His joy.
It is ever a mutual brightening of the countenance. What will it be
to see Him above ~ What will it be ~ Faces will indee(glow then,
and we shall sing,
" I have seen the Face of Jesus,
All my heart is satisfied."
" They shall see His Face" and, seeing, shall rejoice.
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Another verse concerning friends is in Prov. xviii. 24, "He that
hath friends must show himself friendly." This we know full well in
our daily life. An unfriendly person will never have friends. Love
gains love; friendliness reaps friendliness. And so it is in the higher,
deeper love and friendship of Himself. He has friends, and He does
show Himself friendly. What has He not done in salvation, in grace,
in assurance, in every blessing 1 He has shown Himself more than
friendly; He has been life itself.

l

" Oh! for tills love let rocks and hills
Their lasting silence break;
And all harmOlllous human tongues
The Saviour's praises speak."

....

He hath shown Himself friendly; the Friend of sinners bringing
many sons, many friends, to glory. He brought salvation down, and
having provided for us so fully, so freely, so everlastingly, He beams with
joy, spreading a rich feast, bringing us to His banqueting-house over
which floats the banner of His love, and He constrains us with tender
earnestness, "Eat, 0 friends, yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved." Is
not this to show Himself friendly?
Once more; "Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay
down his life for his friends" (John xv. 13). This is the greatest
love of all-life giv.en, life laid down for a friend. Some have given
life, sacrificed all, for a friend. Yes, but He, our Friend above, gave His
life when we were yet sinners, when we knew Him not, loved Him not,
and were opposed to Him; full of sin, black with sin. This is indeed
"love beyond a brother's," love passing love, love which passeth
knowledge. He gave the "greater love," the life laid down. Oh!
when the Holy Spirit graciously opens our eyes and understandings
and hearts, we are amazed, sorrowful, heart-broken, yet joyful, and
oh! so thankful for the boundless love and mercy of God!
" He loved me not for my desert,
I merited His hate."
And we return to the old sweet story, " He loved because He would
love." 'Tis on such strong, tender, unfailing, deathless love our hearts
rest; rest in Him here, and will rest with Him up there where

L

" In happier, holier strains I'll praise
The grace that made me Thine."
May we be enabled by grace divine to rejoice more and more in the
living knowledge of the" Friend Who loveth at all times"; may we
know Him more intimately, thus finding Him more and more the
" altogether lovely," until He shall come again, as He has promised,
to receive us to Himself in unveiled, everlasting beauty and felicity;
face to face, heart to heart, together through a long, sweet, glad
eternity of love and glory.
NETTlE.
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,Smnollf> anlJ jil,otef.l of ,SermOlH1.
SERMON ON

BEHALF OF THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND
SOCIETY.
PREACHED BY THE REV. J. J. BEDDOW, K.C.L., VICAR OF DRYPOOL,
HULL, AT ST. STEPHEN'S, COLEMAN STREET, ON THURSDAY EVENING,
MAY 26TH, 1910.
My dear friends, may I say that whilst I value very highly the privilege
of occupying this position to-night, in association with the Aged
Pilgrims' Friend Society, I regret very deeply the cause which led the
Committee so kindly to invite me here. My friend and brother in the
ministry, the Rev. J. Ormiston, has occupied this position for a period
of seventeen years, and he has pleaded the cause of the Society with
great earnestness, because he esteems it very highly. I am sure the
friends of the Society will sympathize very affectionately ,vith him in
the great trial through which he is passing. Some of you have seen
his latest message in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for next month in which
he expresses the hope that he may return home shortly in improved
health; but the future is in God's hands. You will pray that he may
be restored in some measure to health and strength, and to the varied
labours in which he is employed; I am sure you will pray that our
heavenly Father will continue to support and uphold him. Although
you will miss his face and the gracious utterauces which have fallen
from his lips, I trust this Society will not suffer because a stranger
pleads its cause to-night. I am glad to say I am not altogether a
stranger to the work of the Society itself. We have had for some
years two members of our congregation as pensioners of this Society.
One of them has been the most mellow Christian with whom it has
been my pleasure to hold intereourse, and by a strange coincidence,
when I received the invitation from your Committee, this pensioner
was passing away. He died a few· hours after the arrival of the invitation, at the ripe old age of 91 years. I can very sincerely support
what is said in the report for 1909 in connection with such eases.
He himself had been long disabled, he had a widowed daughter,
heavily afflicted, and he lived with another daughter, the wife of a
working man who had suffered much from trade losses. What you
see in the Report for 1909 would certainly apply to this case: "It is
safe to say that, but for the permanent and regular payment of the
pensions, many of those now upon the books would be compelled to
seek the shelter of the workhouse, and thus give up their little homes,
part with their few pieces of furniture, and in uneongenial society pass
the remainder of their days. Many a daughter is now enabled to
have her mother with her till the last; many a group of grandehildren
feels the hallowed influence of a gracious life, and many an aged couple,
with the sweet influence of home about them, dwell together till death
do them part. 'The household of faith' is the spiritual designation
of those whom the Society was formed to assist, and concerning whom
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Sir Waiter Scott wrote, 'The noblest views of the Divine government
to which I have listened have been uttered by those dwelling in the
vales of poverty, but unquestionably those who are heirs of the promises
of God.' I may say that one of the possessions I value most highly
is a manuscript book written by an aged pensioner, in his own hand,
in which there are choice sentences from his own pen and many beautiful extracts from the pens of others. With these few words I earnestly
commend the Society to your continued sympathy and support. I
am happy to know you have no less than 1,684 pensioners in various
parts of Great Britain, including 180 inmates of your Homes. It
requires the sum of £43 a day to support them, and I am sure the good
done is incalculable. In one direction you have anticipated by a
hundred years the aged pensioner grant, which has recently been
passed by our Parliament, the Old Age Pensions. The pensions
which you dispense are given to the best of cases, the members of
the family of Grace.
May we now, in dependence on the Holy SpiJ:it, turn for a short time
to the words to be found in the fourth chapter of the second epistle of
Paul the Apostle to Timothy and the seventh verse. Reading from
the Revised Version, where we have" the" instead of "a" as in the
Authorised Version, we have these words: "I have fought the good
fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; henceforth
there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day." The writer was the
Apostle Paul, an Apostle not of men but of God. Writing to Philemon,
about the same period as the Epistles to Timothy were written, he
speaks of himself as "Paul the aged." He was probably not more
than 60 years of age, but he was worn with lillceasing labours, bearing
in his body the" stigmata," the marks of the Lord Jesus Christ, the
cruel beatings of the Roman rods, the scourgings, the shipwrecks, and
the persecutions he had sustained; and these, combined with the
consuming fire of an ardent spirit, tended to bow down at an earlier
period of life than usual the fragile earthen vessel to which was entrusted the teaching of the Gospel and its proclamation. He speah.'-s
of himself as " the prisoner of the Lord Jesus Christ." He is in prison
for the second time, and he has passed through one hearing. He is at
the bar of Nero, one of the greatest tyrants the world has ever seen,
and at the moment at which he writes, he is in disfavour and unpopular.
Nero in a drunken debauch had set fire to the city of Rome to make
sport. The havoc wrought in a city of narrow streets with wooden
houses aroused a vast amount of indignation, and in order to divert
suspicion from himself, he charged it upon the Christians. A terrible
persecution arose on that account, and Paul, the leader of the despised
sect of the Nazarenes, was arrested under the odium of burning the
city of Rome in conjunction with other Christians. Now there were
many adherents to the faith in the Roman Empire at that time, but
when the Apostle wrote the cause was evidently in general <Jjsfavour.
In the first imprisonment, by contrast, he was allowed to dwell for
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two years in his own hired house. Now all this is changed, and he
seems at the moment in which he wrote rather the representative of a
forlorn hope, and as yon will notice, he says in the fifteenth verse of the
first chapter: "All they which are in Asia be turned away frolll me."
And indeed, although the Church has since passed through very trying
circumstances, it is probable that it never represented a more desolate
aspect than when the great Apostle of the Gentiles, the foremost
leader and representative of the Church in those early days, stood a
prisoner at the bar of Nero. Yet, as we look at this letter we find it
full of high confidence and jubilant with the prospect of approaching
beatification. These are the circumstances under which St. Paul wrote.
The Epistle was addressed, as we see, to Timothy. Only some
thirty-five years had probably passed from Pentecost, but there had been
wonderful progress. Now, there is a reaction, and the youthful
Timothy, who had been accustomed to lean upon his father in the
Faith, the aged Apostle of the Gentiles, has henceforth to stand alone.
From what we gather from the references which are made to him, he
was of an unusually sensitive character, and therefore prominence at
such. a crisis was irksome to him and distasteful, the more so when
outwardly the cause with which he was allied was apparently a failure.
You will gather from the subscription of the Epistle, that he was the
presiding presbyter of the Church at Ephesus, where he had great
responsibility; and with his leader forsaken, and the cause despised,
we cannot wonder he should have serious misgivings. vVe who are
accustomed to live surrounded by an atmosphere in which Clu'istianity is popular and respectable, cannot altogether enter into the
circumstances which were represented at this period.
It was under such conditions as these that the Apostle wrote the
words of our text, and as we study the Epistle (and it is a subject worthy
of earnest and patient study at this crisis of the Church's history), we
shall see how the Apostle opens his mighty heart towards his son
Timothy, his successor to some extent in the Apostolic office. He
bids him be of good courage; he says things are not as they appear;
the things seen are only temporal; it is the unseen things that are
eternal. The Gospel, in spite of present appearances, he seems to say,
is the real power of God, mighty through God to the pulling down of
strongholds. So you gather up and down these Epistles these expressions: "Be not thou, therefore, ashamed,of the testimony of our
Lord Jesus Christ"; "Hold fast the form of sound words which
thou hast heard of me "; "Stir up the gift that is in thee" ; "Hand
on to faithful men"; "Study to show thyself approved of God,
In the third
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed."
chapter he tells him perilous times are at hand: "But continue
thou in the things which thou hast learned." There is no misgiving here: with burning words and inspired exhortation the
Apostle seeks to fortify the heart and mind of the youthful Timothy.
He does not hesitate to declare his own imminent dissolution, but
he seems to think of Moses' departure, and of God's message to
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Joshua: "Moses my servant is dead, therefore arise and go over this
Jordan!" So Timothy is addressed by Paul. Paul is about to lay
down the implements of his spiritual warfare, but the Land of Promise
lies before the blood-bought Church, the unsearchable riches of Christ
are .just as full, just as precious, just as available for the purposes of
God as they were when the Apostle buckled on his armour.. The
power of God in Christ has lost none of its efficacy, those unsearchable
riches are still inexhaustible. Then he utters the words of our text
respecting himself. First," I have fought the good fight." It is well
to notice that the Greek word translated" fight·" is the one from which
we get our word" agony"; and the word used for the agony in Gethsemane is from the same root. It conveys a sense of strennons, persistent wrestling, and the idea of wrestling in carrying on spiritual
warfare is familiar to the Apostle. "Fight the good fight" is the
same expression as "wrestle the good wrestle"; "combat the good
combat." He had to fight and contend against the world, the flesh,
and the devil; the great trinity of evil. It is remarkable in the
Apostle's character to notice the combination between the realization
of the Divine sovereignty, and the zealous watchfulness on the part of
the Apostle himself. He was the Apostle of grace. The word" grace"
occurs more frequently in his writings than it does in any other portion
of the inspired Scriptures. We are so fond of this word "grace"
that we are often in some danger of personifying grace. What is
grace 1 It is nothing in itself, it is only a word, but it is a word which
brings to our minds the motion of the power which comes through
9hrist. It is Christ in living fellowship with His people, Christ to
cleanse away and pardon sin, Christ to give conquering grace, to give
upholding and comforting grace. It is another word for Christ. You
know how the Apostle upholds the sovereignty of Christ in the eighth
chapter of the epistle to the Romans, beginning with those beautiful
words: "There is therefore now no condemnation to them that are
in Christ Jesus." It is in Christ Jesus that freedom from condemnation comes. In what follows in that chapter you have the various
aspects of the Christian life: "Led by the Spirit, whereby we cry
Abba, Father," united to Christ, suffering with Christ; and yet the
Apostle says: "I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are
not worthy to be compared with the glory that shall be revealed in us,"
and finally he goes on to the theme of " no separation"; because they
were chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world, they are saved
in Him for time and for eternity. In the purposes of God, as he states
in the Epistle to the Ephesians, they are already" made to sit together
in heavenly places in Christ Jesus." Yet while he dwells upon the
Divine sovereignty and the efficacy of Divine grace, he is careful to
regulate his own conduct, to put himself under discipline, that he may
in all things adorn the Gospel which he professes. You will remember
the wonderfnJ passage in the ninth chapter of the first Epistle to the
Corinthians, where he is speaking of the Christian ministry and the
care and watchfulness which are essential to the due discharge of its
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obligations: "I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not
as one that beateth the air; but I keep under my body, and bring it
into subjection; lest by any means, when I have preached to others,
I myself shonld be a cast-away "-or as the Greek literally means,
should be "unapproved" as to his ministry; saved in Christ, but,
running not according to the regulations of the spiritual contest, he
might fall short of accomplishing what he should otherwise attain by
the grace of God. That is his view of responsibility in the ministerial
office. There is the safety and security, the divine security in Christ,
but there is the need for watchfulness so long as we are in an enemy's
territory where even Satan is transformed into" an angel of light."
And from the Divine aspect it seems to have been necessary that he
should be kept mindful of his true position. The man who had seen
visions, who had been caught up to the third heaven, and heard unutterable words which it was not possible for man to utter, must be
kept very humble. You may have noticed that in the chapter in
which the Apostle refers to what he terms the" thorn in the flesh,"
he tells us twice over that it was given to him ':' lest he should be exalted
above measure;" lest he should ascribe to himself anything that he
was enabled to accomplish solely by the grace and blessing and power
of God. What that thorn in the flesh was we do not know, no one can
tell, but the term which he employs is "stake"; it represents the
excruciating agony of crucifixion or impalement, and that was given as
a constant messenger of Satan, that he might be kept very humble and
that he, as an Apostle of grace, might always ascribe to the God of grace
all that the God of all grace enabled him to accomplish. And when we
add to this the list of suHerings which he records in the eleventh chapter
of the first Epistle to the Corinthians-the shipwrecks, the stonings,
the beatings, the persecutions, and the innumerable suHerings through
which he passed, combined with the care of all the Churches, and
remember that he had not only been sustained through them all, but
that he rejoiced in them and gloried in them, we see that without
boastfulness he could say, and truly say, "I have fought the good
fight." He had complied with the laws of the spiritual warfare, but
it had been through grace, and grace was so operative in him that he
never forgot his origin. This is shown in these Epistles to Timothy,
which are about the latest letters the Apostle wrote. It is in 1 Tim. i.
15-16, that he gives himself the lowest place as " the chief of sinners."
In the Revised Version there is in that passage an apparent play on
the word "chief": "This is a faithful saying and worthy of all
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of
whom I am chief. Howbeit for tillS cause I obtained mercy that in
me as chief" (not simply" first ") " Jesus Christ might show forth all
His longsufiering for an ensample of them which should hereafter
believe on Him unto eternal life."
And this will be the language of cvery Spirit-taught child of God.
This afternoon, not being qnite sure of the situation of this Church,
I went by train to the Bank of England, and as I left the station the
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first object almost which caught my eye was the Church of St. Mary
Woolnoth, where the sainted John Newton millistered for many years.
Many of you may have entered that church and read the tablet to the
memory of the sweet singer in the spiritual Israel: "John Newton,
clerk, once an infidel and libertine, a servant of slaves in Africa, was
by the rich mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ preserved, restored, pardoned, and appointed to preach the Faith he had long laboured to
destroy. He mmistered near sixteen years as curate and vicar of
Olney in Buckinghamshire, and twenty-eight years as rector of these
ullited parishes." There again we have a history similar to that of
Paul the Apostle. God has been carrying on His work ever since in
" vessels of mercy" brought out of the pit of destruction and planted
not merely on the Rock, but in the Rock, as Toplady sings :" Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee."
Unworthy, undone sinners, cleansed by the precious Blood of Christ,
clothed in His righteousness, and "made accepted in the Beloved."
John Newton would say he had been saved by grace that he might be
enabled by the same grace to fight the good fight of faith. That is what
the Apostle claims: he lays the foundation in the grace of God, and he
claims that by the grace of God he was what he was, but that grace was
not in vain entrusted to him. "I have been crucified with Christ,
nevertheless I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me, and the life which
I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God Who loved
me and gave Himself for me." All is due to the everlasting love of
God in Christ.
And now for him the race is well nigh run, the conflict is nearly
ended, the goal is almost attained. The Christian athlete, frail in
body, and distressed with the buffetings of Satan, reminds us of the
picture which Bunyan gives us in the House of the Interpreter, when
he saw the fire burlling and one standing by it always casting much
water upon it, and yet the fire burnt more fiercely still, no matter how
much water was poured upon it. Then the Interpreter showed the
view behind, sigllifying the hidden operations of Divine grace: one
with a shilling countenance pouring oil on the fire which the water
vainly attempted to quench. So it was with the Apostle; so it has
been, dear friends, with many a pilgrim since. And it is a delightful
thought in this connection that many have found peaceful rest in the
Homes connected with this Society, or have had the rugged path of
their pilgrimage smoothed by its pensions, and thus have been helped
to some measure of comfort in their journey towards the Better Land.
St. Paul, St. John, Rutherford, and a whole host of those who
succeeded them, write their experience in the words suggested by
Rutherford's hymn:" I have wrestled on towards heaven,
'Gainst storm and wind and tide,
Now like a weary traveller
That leaneth on his guide,
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Amid the shades of evening,
Whilst sinks life's lingering sand,
I hail the glorious dawning
In Emmanuel's Land."
So, secondly, the Apostle can say, " I have finished the course." Like
his Lord, he could say: "I have finished the work "-in all humility,
in all godly lowliness, he could say, by the grace of Goel, "I have
finished the work Thou gavest me to do." He who said, "I know
Whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep
that which I have committed to Him against that day," also says, as
he expresses it in the Epistle to the Philippians, "Forgetting those
things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which
are before, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the high
calling of God in Christ Jesus." "I have finished the course."
But his heart is resonant with triumphant chords. The question
might arise, Will the cause die, now that the foremost champion and the
most undaunted leader of this religion is passing from the scene 1 Will
it die out 1 No, by no means! Like Paul himself, " it was cast down
but not destroyed, it was persecuted but not forsaken." The precious
seed of the Gospel has been sown, and it shall fructify and bear frnit,
until the purposes of God have been finally accomplished. You
notice, therefore, there is a distinct note of triumph as he goes on step
by step in this dying confession: "I have fought the good fight, I have
finished the course, I have kept the faith." That is the third point of
the text, " I have kept the faith." There is nothing lost of it; it is just
as perfect as when the Lord Jesus Christ ascended to heaven and left
it to him, or left it to the infant Church at Pentecost. In addressing
the Church with which Timothy was identified-the Church of Ephesusthrough its elders, in Acts xx., the Apostle emphasizes this aspect of his
ministry. See his words in v. 20: "None of these things move me,
neither count I my life dear to myself, so that I might finish my course
with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to
testify the Gospel of the grace of God." " Now, behold," he said, " ye
shall see my face no more. . . . Take heed, therefore, unto yourselves, and to all the flock over the which the Holy Ghost hath made
you overseers, to feed the Church of God, which He had purchased
with His own blood." "To testify the Gospel of the grace of God "" to feed the Church of God "-that was his commission, that was the
beginning and the end of his testimony, and he could say, "I have
kept the faith." "The Faith," as understood by him, was "the
Gospel of the grace of God." Writing to Titus in the next Epistle,
he calls it " the faith of God's elect." Lower down he speaks of it as the
" common faith" (v. 4). In the Epistle to the Galatians he refers to
the testimony of his enemies that" he preached the faith which once
he destroyed." In St. Jude it is called, "the faith which was once for
all delivered to the saints," that faith which is enshrined in the Word of
God. It is to the importance of maintaining this faith that the Apostle
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is gradually working up in the course of this Epistle; it is the pivot
on which this Epistle turns. In the first Epistle, also, there are
numerous references to the same truth. In the eleventh verse of the
first chapter he speaks of the "glorious Gospel of the blessed God
which was committed to my trust." In the twentieth verse of the
sixth chapter, he says: "0 Timothy, keep that which was committed
to thy trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings and oppositions of
science falsely so-called." The words are literally: "keep the deposit."
In the fourteenth verse of the first chapter of the second Epistle, he
says: "That good thing which was committed to thee, keep by the
Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us "-that good thing which was
"deposited," keep by the Holy Ghost. Then in the second chapter
of the second epistle, he says, Hand it on to others like a torchlight of
the glory of God in a dark world: "The things that thou hast heard
of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men
who shall be able to teach others also." This was the key-note of
these Epistles: keep the deposit, guard it, and then hand it on. The
sum and substance of it all was the testimony concerning Christ,
Christ crucified, Christ risen and seated as the Advocate with the
Father, Christ coming again in power and glory.
How different that is, dear brethren, to the characteristics of presentday religion. If there is anything marked about present-day Christianity, taking it as a whole, it is its palpable uncertainty, its want of
steadfastness, its want of adllerence to the rudiments of the Gospel.
It is a sad thing to have to recount, that whether we look at the Established Church, or amongst the various nonconforming bodies, speaking
generally, there is increasing superstition, combined with a neology
without a Saviour. There is virtually nothing to keep, nothing worth
"guarding," on the one hand! There is even the uncertainty as to
whether God has spoken or not. On the other hand, the truth lies
buried under a mass of gross superstitions. In the GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
which is edited, as you know, by our brother Mr. Ormiston, which I
received tlus morning, I notice a paper by the Rev. G. T. Fox, written
more than twenty years ago. He said: "During last century, whatever earnestness, activity, or zeal existed in our Church, was confined
to the Evangelical body,. but this has now ceased to be so. We are
living in an age remarkable for its energy and zeal, which is not
confined to anyone body of religionists, but is an attribute of
the age, aud which is in singular contrast to the sluggishness of
the past. These valuable qualities are manifested by Churchmen
and Dissenters alike-are not confined to the advocates of the truth,
but are equally displayed by Papists, Ritualists, and others, in their
endeavours to circulate error. How important is. it then, in tlus
view of the case, and in times like the present, to keep the channels
of truth pure and undefiled! If the foundations be destroyed, what
can the righteous do? And if that process of sapping and mining be
going on at our universities, and in the mind and heart of our younger
clergy of which I have spoken, how serious must the consequences be
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to the interests of Evangelical religion at a future day, when these
young men have become leaders iu our Church!" He is there indicating what might be expected twenty years ago. As corresponding with
that, I saw the other day a statement by Bishop Moule, and he said, a
friend in his hearing had asked the question, which were the great
non-Christian religions, and he answered his own question. He said,
that the great non-Christian religions were Judaism, Buddhism,
Mohammedanism, Brahminism, and unspiritual Ohristianity. "Unspiritual Christianity." Alas, we may ask where is the spiritual power
of the Church to-day, such as was manifested in the days gone by? Is
it not, alas, too sadly true that the world is invading the Church; and
instead of the Church elevating the world, the Church is coming down
to the world's own level? We may be distressed and confounded by
all this; we are astonished when we endeavour to read the signs of
the times, to see them multiply so rapidly; but, dear brethren, we are
forewarned and fore armed in these Epistles. The Apostle says in the
fourth chapter of the Epistle from which our text is taken: "I charge
thee, Preach the Word, be instant in season and out of season, reprove,
rebuke, exhort with all longsufiering and doctrine, for the time will
come when they will not endure sound doctrine." "Preach the Word"
-that is the Divine remedy for what the Apostle describes as " perilous
times." It is a factor which commends tillS Society to your snpport~
that in its trust-deed it holds forth the foundation principles of our
common faith. It adheres to the grand truth that the Scriptures are
the ouly rule of faith, it proclaims the doctrine of the Trinity, the
essential Divinity and siuless Humanity of our Lord Jesus Christ, it
proclaims Christ as the God-man Mediator, it holds out the great facts
of the Personality and the Godhead of the Holy Spirit, the fall of man,
the efficacious grace of God, the doctrine of justification by faith,
regeneration and sanctification by the Holy Spirit, and the final perseverance of the saints. That is the old Evangelical creed; and, therefore, the Society asks you, in supporting this great cause, the cause
which it has at heart to carry on, also to hold aloft the banner of the
faith, and strengthen their hands in maintaining their witness for the
truth, whilst building up, in the closing period of their lives, the aged
pilgrims who are nearing their journey's end. May the Lord prosper
ire work.
St. Paul's life gives a wonderful picture of the adaptability of Divine
grace to all the requirements of life. He had tested what he preached;
.he had proved the truth of his exhortations! That thorn in the flesh,
for example, must have been very trying to him-trying from the
point of view that he had such large conceptions of the possibilities of
the Divine power. He went to God, and besought Him to remove it,
because he knew it was possible that it could be removed. But if you
read that passage carefully, you will see he received the answer, not
that it should be removed, but, "My Grace is sufficient for thee, My
strength is made perfect in weakness." And how did he take up that
message? "Therefore," he says, "most gladly will I glory in mine
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infirmities "-I will exult in my infirmities-" that the power of
Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in
"reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's
sake; for when I am weak, then am I strong." He exulted in his
infirmities that the power of Christ should "tabernacle over him,"
swallowing up his infirmities, and filling him with the Divine presence
and power, so that he could rejoice even in those infirmities. And
that is possible to all the "Household of Faith." That was why
Christ left His Father's abode-" Though He was rich, yet for your
sakes He became poor, that ye through His poverty might be
rich."
Fourthly, there is one glad chord which remains to be sounded; it
is a higher chord, and it is more melodious-" Hencelorth there is laid
up lor me the crown 01 righteousness." Notice, there is no jarring sound
here. The fight has been hard, but it is as nothing when compared
with what now lies before him! He is passing through what Bunyan
describes as Beulah land. Bunyan says of that land, " the Still shineth
night and day." There, too, they were" out of the reach of Giant
Despair, neither could they from this place so much as see Doubting
Castle. Here they were in sight of the City they were going to." So
Paul says, " There is laid up for me the crown of righteousness"; it is
awaiting me, it will be bestowed at the great day! I shall not enter
immediately on the full possession of that crown. For the present,
"To depart, and to be with Christ, is far better"! In the great
day there will be the coronation. And, he added, tllis crown is not
for me only-and here is the message for ourselves-it is for" all them
who love His appearing." That is the test for him, and for you and me
to-day-" Simon, son of J onas, lovest thou Me 1" Happy shall we
be, if we, by Divine Grace, can ask our Lord Jesus Christ, as Peter did,
to look into our hearts, and say, " Yea, Lord, notwithstanding our
infirmities, notwithstanding our backsliding from time to time in
thought and word and deed, Thou knowest that we love Thee." And
thus he is nearing the crown. Bunyan gives his conception of the
scene, and tells how the Pilgrims come up one by one unto the gates of
the City, and they see the inscription there which encourages them to
go forward, and" the Shining men bid them call at the gate," and
Enoch, Moses, and Elijah, etc., appear to them, and they hand their
certificates in one by one, which are taken to the king! And the king
says, "Open the gates that the righteous nation which keepeth the
truth may enter in." As they entered, he saw that they were transfigured, their raiment shining like gold. A harp was given to them
that they might rejoice, and a crown in token of honour. And he says,
the streets of the city rang again for joy, and it was said to them as
they passed within: "Enter ye into the joy of your Lord"; and they
themselves sang with a loud voice, " Blessing, and honour, and glory,
and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the Throne and unto the Lamb
lor ever and ever." And Bunyan says: "I looked in after them as the
gates were opened," and" when I had seen, I wished myself there."
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THE GATHERING REDEEMER.

"LET the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable in Thy sight" is II saint's prayer. It is inspired by and
addressed to his Lord, his Strength, and his Redeemer (Ps. xix. 14).
He is the Lord alike of those who dejectedly wish He would give them
to realize that He cares for them, and of those who after long conflict
know peace, quietness, and the assurance that His love and power have
been and always will be unchangeably theirs. He is the Strength
equally of those who still seek sorrowing, weary with their own fruitless
efforts at law-fulfilling, and of those who more or less frequently feel
underneath the everlasting arms, "who know no will but His "-their
cares and burdens being with Him too. The sigh of weariness, mixed as
it often is with the intention to go on trying, and the sigh that bespeaks
rest in Christ, are both of His Spirit and not by human might nor
power. He is the Redeemer not only of those who know themselves
forgiven, accepted and complete in Jesus, but of those, too, who have
drawn even one breath of spiritual desire. The visitation of the Spirit
in both witnesses that their sin has received its wages, and been caused
by God to pass. Christ gave His life, and death will no more have
sway.
It was not infrequently that the Psalmist looked to his Lord for
right ;'vords and right thoughts. He was led by the same Spirit Who
inspired the Apostle J ames to write that "the tongue is an unruly
member," Who exhorted His children to let their speech be seasoned
with grace, to let their "conversation be as becometh the Gospel."
He was riot amongst the men that say, "Our lips are our own." "Ye
are not your own," the Lord says, and tills was David's realization
when he said, " There is not a word in my tongue, but 10, 0 Lord, Thou
knowest it altogether." And He had hea,rd Job's "ords and testified,
" In all this Job sinned not with Ills lips."
And is it any wonder that in the perplexity of thoughts within-vain
wonderings or fears or dreams about the future, the temptation to
profitless pondering over the past, or unrest as to the present-that the
child of God should want his meditation to be acceptable 1 When
he knows not what to tlllnk about the way he takes or when pride and
heart-sin plague, is it not a rest to believe that God knows all, knows
that " I hate vain thoughts" is a true confession, and listens to the
desire that there might be more sweet meditation of Him 1 So He
leaves not the prayer unanswered. "Let the words of my mouth be
acceptable in Thy sight, 0 Lord, my Redeemer," ascends as a petition
to the throne of grace in heaven. "Let the redeemed of the Lord
say that He is good. and give thanks unto Him," is a retnrning answer
(Ps. cvii. 1-2). Let them at all times say so. It becomes them to say
so_ He is good, to assure them of their redemption_ He is good to
keep them hungering for the assurance-good to increase a thirst
which remains unquenched, while He seems not to be thinking of them,
or speaking to them. He is good whatever He does with them. "Good
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when He gives, supremely good; not less when He denies." " He
will not turn away from them to do them good," He says Himself. So'
let them say, if only with stammering lips, that He is gObd. He has
given other directions to those of His children who can speak plainly
of completeness in Jesus and no condemnation. To them He says,
"Let the inhabitant of the Rock sing." When He brings the
redeemed soul to a high place, from which he can look back and see
what God has decreed and done for him, can look round and see what
God has wrought for him and in him, can look forward and feel sure
of the inheritance prepared, then let him "shout from the top of
the mountain." But the words will be the same, that the Lord is
good. And as the words pass the sanctified lips (the stammering
being as acceptable as the singing or shouting, because all of Him),
it may be that "to him that hath shall be given." Meditation
will follow: how that "His mercy endureth for ever," every day,
and that He has not only redeemed them, but continually gathers
them into renewed experience of His care, His patience, His tender
loving·kindness and multiplied forgiveness.
"He gathers them
out of the lands," from the north, south, east and west, warms
their affection towards Himself, quickens their languid graces, gives
fruitfulness for barrenness, dries their tears and disperses their clouds.
Very comprehensively and tenderly He speaks of His gathering. "He
shall gather the lambs with His arms." " He will gather them that are
sorrowful." "He will gather her that was driven out." He has not
been unwatchful of their departures. His eye has ever been on them.
"For a small moment I have forsaken thee" [He knew they were
thinking that], "but with great mercies will I gather thee." He even
says it has been Himself that has scattered them. "He that scattered
Israel will gather him, and keep him, as a shepherd doth his flock. For
the Lord hath redeemed J acob, and ransomed him from the hand of
that was stronger than he. Therefore they shall come and sing in the
height of Zion, and shall flow together to the goodness of the Lord . . .
for I will turn their mourning into joy, and will comfort them, and make
them rejoice from their sorrow . . . My people shall be satisfied with
My goodness" (Jer. xxxi. 10-14).
"Unto Him," Jacob said, "shall the gathering of the people be,"
and while the earth remaineth, and one redeemed soul is uncalled, or
while one captivity of a child of God remains unturned, it will also
remain. " Yet will I gather others unto Him, besides those that are
gathered" (Isa. Ivi. 8).
Very graciously God gathered Moses, condescending Himself to bury
him after he " spake against Him." How soon after sharply rebuking
him Jesus gathered Peter, making him one of the favoured three to
behold His glory (Matt. xvi. 22; xvii. 1). And what a kind, gathering
message was sent to the same Peter, though he had cursed when it was
suggested that he was a Galilean and" one of them," that Jesus went
before them and would wait for them in Galilee.
God says, "Gather my saints together unto Me, those that have made
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a covenant with Me by sacrifice." So let them gather into the storehouse of their sanctified memories, all even of what seem like fragmentary leadings. Then when they meet with one another, two or three
gathered in His Name, they may join in one hope, make one song of it.
" Praise the Lord for His goodness, and for His wonderful works to the
children of men."
A FOLLOWER-ON.
JOSEPH OF ARHIATHlEA.
THE disciples of Jesus had continued with Him in His temptations,
but when He was delivered into the hands of sinners, they all forsook
Him and fled. They left the Captain of our salvation to tread the
winepress alone, to look to men and find none to help; they left Him
to be oppressed and affiicted, to be buffeted, scourged, mocked,
insulted, and killed. It seemed as if the dear Redeemer was forsaken
entirely of God and man.
But it was not so. He was forsaken neither of God nor of man.
Till His death His closest companions and friends had been the poor
of this world, "rich in faith," but now we find one of the rich among
the people entreating an opportunity to show favour unto Him and
His righteous cause.
With joy we behold the decree of eternal election bringing forth
fruit in " the manifestation of the sons of God." Here is a breaking
forth to show that with God nothing is impossible. Jesus has His
secret followers as well as His open ones, and His powerful, efficacious
grace is sufficient to constrain them into a path of loving service when
the Lord hath need of them.
The eyes of Nicodemus and of Joseph of Arimathrea had, by the
grace and influence of the Eternal Spirit, been fastened on Him. The
Spirit deepened the conviction that" no man spake like this Man,"
that no man could do the miracles which He did unless God were
with him, and that He was indeed no other than He of whom Moses
and the prophets did write-the Christ.
How mighty was the grace which wrought in Joseph of Arimathrea
at this time, enabling him to go boldly to Pilate and beg the body of
Jesus. And no less to be admired is the providence of God in inclining
the heart of Pilate to grant him his request. Here grace and providence
united in order that the Scriptures might be fulfilled to the very letter.
Oh, ye hardened infidels of modern times, what darkness of error and
ignorance are ye in, that ye cannot see the truth of God and the great
glory of God in these things-" And He made His grave with the
wicked, and with the rich in His death; because He had done no
violence, neither was any deceit in His mouth."
Oh, the blessed Jesus! Son of God, Son of Man! The brightness
ofj the Father's glory; partaker of flesh and blood in obedience to
the Father's will; undertaking and undergoing all this shame, humilia.."
tion, suffering, and death!
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to embalm the dead body of
ms father Jacob, thereby showing bis love to mm in deatb, so this
other Joseph laid mmself out to care for, and to wrap in a clean linen
As Joseph of old had laid himself out

cloth, the precious body of the Son of God Incarnate; that body
concerning which He said, " A body hast Tbou prepared Me ": "My
body was not hid from Thee when I was made in secret and curiously
wrought in the lowest parts of the earth." Until He is made higher than
the heavens, this body must be cared for by elect angels and by elect
men. J oseph of Arimathrea was one of the elect men. Of tbe tribe
of Ephraim, and so descended from J oseph, he showed himself, by " ms
kindness to the dead," to be a true son and successor of J oseph. It
was from ms heavenly birth by the Spirit of God that his love to Christ,
ms boldness in craving the body of Jesus, and ms loving, tender care
of it, proceeded. The dear Redeemer Who had, while on earth, nowhere
to lay His bead, also had no grave of His own in wmcb to be buried.
But the same eye tbat was on Sarah of old to shield her in a time of
need, was also upon Jesus, that of Him it might be said, "Thy dead
men shall live, together with My dead body shall they arise. Awake
and sing, ye that dwell in dust: for thy dew is as the dew of herbs,
imd the earth shall cast out the dead" (Isa. xxvi. 19).
In Christ's hurniliation, sufferings, death and burial, we see wisdom
ordering all tbings well. When grace was for a season obscured in
the discipIes through the fear of man, the same grace of God broke
forth vigorously and gloriously in J oseph of Arimathrea, who set aside
all fear of man to embrace tbe opportunity of sbowing his love to
Jesus and confessing Him before men.
While His own disciples were still in hiding for fear of the Jews, we
see one of the tribe of Joseph, one of the branches of Joseph both by
nature and sovereign grace, running, as it were, over the wall of
difficulties and discouragement, that he might bonour J esns as Lord
witb his substance and with the first-fruits of all ms increase. Did
not Abraham care for a burial-place for Sarah, Isaac for ms Rebekah,
and Joseph for ms father Jacob 1 Behold, tms son of Abrabam and
fruitful bough of Josepb cares for the honourable burial of Him Who
. is the heir of all tmngs. When the fruits of faith, love and courage
appeared, as regards the disciples, to be for the time being under the
blight of a blasting east wind, the fruit of the Spirit in J oseph of
Arimathrea budded, blossomed, and brought forth abundantly. The
sap, however, remained in the disciples, for they were branches in
Him Who is the vine. Their time of fruit-bearing hastened apace, for
we read that when they were set on their feet and stood up in the
Spirit of God, shod" with the preparation of the gospel of peace,"
the people saw the boldness of Peter and John, and knew they " had
s~en with Jesus."
Birkenhead.
G. A.

o GOD,

make us apprehensive of the danger of our sin, and free
from the fearful issue of sin.-Iiall.
31
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THE PORTRAIT: THE REV. A. E. AI,DRIDGE, M.A.
WE a,re very: grateful to the Rev. A. Isherwood, the Vicar of Staverton,
near Trowbridge, for writing the following interesting account of our
late friend, the Rev. A. E. ALDRlDGE, for fifty-four years VicarofWorton,
near Devizes:" Mr. ALDRlDGE was the youngest of a family of thirteen children. I
have heard him say that he remembered having been called by grace
at the early age of four. As a young man he intended to go abroad to
Australia, where other members of the family had migrated, but during
a visi t to a married sister who resided near Cambridge, he received an
indelible impression that God had other work for him to do at home,
and as he walked through the streets of that ancient University town,
he decided to devote his future life to the sacred ministry of the Church
of England.
It may be that a gun accident, through which he suffered the loss
of one of his hands had something to do with this Divine leading, as he
would certainly have been severely inconvenienced in following any
other calling on which his mind had been fixed. Thus," man proposes
and God disposes," and no one recognized more clearly than he that
the pathway of God's children is one clearly mapped out, and that their
course through this world is one which has been previously divinely
arranged.
It was in the year 1843 that Mr. ALDRlDGE entered St. John's
College, Cambridge, with a view to becoming an ambassador of the
Prince of Peace. After three years he took his RA. degree, and
was ordained by the Bishop of Chester to the Curacy of Macclesfield
Parish Church, where he only remained a short time on account of
ill-health.
He afterwards became Curate of Leek, in Staffordshire, and was
ordained Presbyter by the Bishop of Lichfield in 1848. I have heard
him speak again aud again of the happy days he spent there, and
nothing seemed to give the old man more pleasme than to revert to
those times which he spent on the moor, tiding on horseback from place
to place, delivering his Master's message, and dispensing the Word
of Life amongst a scattered flock.
After leaving Leek he had no settled duty for some time, and went
from place to place in search of health, as he was at that time in a
very delicate condition. Finally, he was led to Torquay, where, after a
certain prescribed course of treatment, he regained health and strength,
which never forsook him until his last illness at the great age of eightynine. For some months after his recovery he took temporary duty
with a clergyman who had a small country parish in the Diocese of
Exeter.
TIllS minister, who was a very able scholar, was the father
of Mrs. Paul Walker, now resident at Clifton, and who remained one
of Mr. ALDRlDGE'S oldest friends to the last_
It was his intention to have been licensed to tIllS curacy, but his
pronounced opi'llons on certain subjects were such that Bishop
Philpotts refused to recognize his claims.
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It was about this time that the Gorham Judgment, had been
declared on the subject of Infant Baptism, when the Privy Council
acquitted Mr. Gorham of the charge of holding false doctrine respecting
this Sacrament, of which he had been accused by the Bishop. The
latter was afterwards obliged to institute him to the disputed benefice
of Brampford Speke in Devonshire. Mr. ALDRIDGE was questioned
on this and other doctrines. His answers did not satisfy his Lordship,
and he was obliged to leave the diocese. However, he had not
long to wait, as God had other work for him to do. It was in the
year 1853 that the living of Worton and Marston, in the Diocese
of Salisbury, was offered to him by the then Vicar of Potterne. It
was in this parish that for fifty-four years he proclaimed the old
evangel, and unfolded the doctrines of grace of which he was a
great exponent. Throughout this long period, amidst numerous
changes, it was his privilege to proclaim as his one unchangeable
theme, "Jesus Christ and Him crucified." He was ever jealous for
the honour of God, His holy Word and His holy day. For many years
he seldom read anything except the Scriptures and the daily paper;
and in reading the latter he only recognized the fulfilment of the
former. In fact, the Bible to him, in the wide scope of its teaching,
seemed the be-all and cnd-all of his existence. Not only in the pulpit
but in the arrangement of secular matters he ever found in its counsels
wisdom to direct in every time of need. In private and in public, it
was the standard by which he regulated and ruled his walk and conversation, even to the smallest details of his every-day life.
And as he found it a Book to live by, he found it equally all-sufficient
as a Book by which to die. From its golden precepts shone forth his
rule of faith, and in his grasp of its covenant verities, he realized the
significance of the believer's conquest over death itself. Never will
the writer of these lines forget the last visit he paid to this faithful
servant of Christ, on the day before he passed to his eternal rest. The
aged saint sat in his chair, wearied with his long illness, suffering from
great weakness, and yet he gave expression to this sublime testimony: 'For whether wc live, we live unto the Lord, and whether
we die, we die unto the Lord; whether we live therefore, or die, we
are the Lord's.' It was ouly a few hours afterwards that he entered
into the presence and joy of his Lord.
The results of his ministrations at Worton the" day of the Lord"
will reveal. It was the writer's privilege to be associated with him
for more than twelve years in the work there, and many hallowed
associations and tender memories, which will ever be cherished,
remam.

It need scarcely be stated that the services conducted at Christ
Church were in accordance with the Evangelical and Protestant principles of the Reformed Church of England. The prayers were offered
with spiritual fervour, and the reading of the Holy Scriptures was
reverent and impressive. Jlir. ALDRIDGE was an exceptionally good
reader, and nothing could rival in impressiveness his unaffected, natural
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tones. Throughout his long ministry he never appeared in the pulpit
except in the black gown. He naturally had a strong aversion to
Ritualism, and frequently expressed his opinions respecting its dangers.
As a fearless exponent of the doctrines of grace he was no stranger to
hostile criticism, and during so long a period of public work, carried out
in obedience to the dictates of conscience and religious truth, this
could hardly be otherwise, 'else would the offence of the cross have
ceased.' But for himself, as a preacher, 'none of these things moved
him' if only' he might finish his course with joy and the ministry
he had received of the Lord Jesus Christ, to testify the Gospel of the
Grace of God.'
Three years ago he resigned his living, but still remained in the old
parish which he loved so well. On the 16th of June, after a prolonged
attack of influenza, he passed quietly away to the 'saints' everlasting
rest.' His remains were interred with those of his second wife, who
had predeceased him six years, in the churchyard of Worton on June
21st, amid every mauifestation of sympathy and affectionate regard.
Of him it might truly be said, 'He was a righteous man and feared
God above many.' "
We are indebted to the Wiltshire Gazette for the following account of
the Memorial Service to the late Rev. A. E. Aldridge:"On Sunday, June 26th, the services at the Parish Church of Worton
were conducted by the Rev. A. Isherwood, Vicar of Staverton, who was
formerly, for more than twelve years, Curate of Worton. The services
throughout the day were marked by an unusual solemnity, and were
attended by large congregations, the majority of whom, in token of the
veneration and love entertained towards the late Vicar, wore mourning
garments. The rev. gentleman preached an affecting and fervent
sermon from Revelation vii. 9-14, and at the outset e>'1>ressed his
gratitude for the privilege afforded him of testifying once more in the
old church to the old Gospel and amongst his old friends. It was with
mixed feelings he stood before them on that occasion and many
memories of the past were vividly brought before his mind. There
were very few who knew their late pastor and friend more intimately
than he, or could speak from a longer or closer relationship. For
many long years they had laboured together in that parish, and no one
had had a better opportuuity of witnessing the faithfulness, consistency,
and beauty of the life which had now passed away.
" Appropriate hymns were sung and deep reverence and attention
characterized the whole service."
At the eveuing service the church was filled to overflowing, when
Mr. Isherwood took his text from Revelation xiv. 13: "And I heard a
voice from heaven, saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which
die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may
rest from their labours; and their works do follow them."
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At the outset of his sermon the preacher expressed his gratitude for
the privilege afforded him of testifying once more in the old church
to the old Gospel and amongst old friends. He said it was with mixed
feelings that he stood before them on that occasion, and many
memories of the past were vividly brought before his mind. There
were very few who knew their late pastor and friend more intimately
than he, or who could speak from a longer or closer relationship.
For many years they had laboured together in that parish, and no
one had a better opportunity of witnessing to the faithfulness, consistency, and beauty of the life which had now passed away.
Their late vicar was no ordinary man, but was in many ways a
striking personality-a man of strong convictions and one who never
hesitated to maintain them. He was a man also of generous impulse
and marvellous liberality, and one who bestowed his gifts, as far as
possible, in secret, not allowing his left hand to know what his right
hand did. He recognized the fact that he was a steward and a trustee,
and from that standpoint he always acted both in temporal and
spiritual matters. He often reminded them that what they possessed
was only lent from the Lord, to Whom an account would have to
be rendered.
No one knew the extent of his benefactions, and there were many
Societies that would suffer, whilst large numbers of people, both in
that parish and outside, would be the poorer by his death. He would
indeed be missed in a variety of ways, and personally he could not
express what the loss meant to himself. Such a close association as
theirs had been, of unbroken friendship and fellowship from the day
he entered that parish to the day he left, was a sacred possession he
would always value, and the fragrance of which would remain to his
life's end.
He was sure, however, that, if the late Pastor could only stand by
his side he would say, "Do not speak too much of me, do not exalt
me or anything I have attempted or accomplished, but tell the people
of Him Who is my Saviour, on Whom my hopes are built and Whose
glory I sought. Tell them of His work of redeeming love-of the
marvels of His wondrous grace, and of the rich provision He has made
both for time and eternity, for all who love and serve Him." He
would, therefore, call their attention from the testimony of one old
:plan to the inspired vision of another-a vision which contained a
wonderful revelation of the happy state of those who" sleep in Jesus,"
and of the blessed condition of those who" die in the Lord." The
inspired writer of these wonderful words was none other than the aged
Apostle St. John, the last of the chosen band who had been attached
to our Lord when on earth. He was the disciple whom Jesus loved,
the favourite of the divine Master, but that love did not exempt him
from trial or exclude him from suffering. In his old age he had to
experience in fulness the truth, "In the world ye shall have tribula·
tion," and as a result of faithful testimony, he was banished by a cruel
Roman Emperor to the lonely Isle of Patmos. No doubt his enemies
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thought by this act they would at least silence his tongue, destroy
his influence and suppress his work. But in this they were mistaken,
and, in a marvellous way, "the wrath of man" only tended to further
the praise and glory of God.
If the Apostle was forsaken by man, he was not forgotten by God.
For it was in that lonelv isle that he received such revelations of the
future glory, such marv~llous manifestations of the unseen, and such
joyous glimpses of the" Home-land," that no other book in God's
Holy Word gives us such a picture of " the joys prepared for suffering
saints," or of the charms of the" land of pure delight."
It was amid the solitude of that lonely isle that the aged seer heard
a voice from heaven speaking unto him-a voice which spake of death,
and which revealed three glorious facts concerning those who had
both died for their Lord and in the Lord.
(1) They were blessed in their condition; (2) They were blessed in
their position; (3) They were blessed in their reward. Those words
must have proved a consoling message and produced a peaceful
feeling in the heart and mind of the aged servant of Christ, as they
had done to countless numbers since. When read at the Burial
Service connected with the Church of England, they spoke of hope
to tbe bereaved, of comfort to the mourning, and at the same time
told of a joy which the loved ones in Jesus experience, which they
could never have experienced on earth. But the voice spake of
Death. There was one thing at least on which they were all agreed,
viz., that they must sooner or later leave this world. They were
all conscious that they were no more immortal than their fellowmen, and yet, by a strange infatuation there were those who seemed
to think and act as if it were otherwise. By a strange and sad piece
of deception, they looked upon others as certain victims of mortality,
but concerning themselves they imagined that at least the evil day
was very fa.r dista.nt.
Be that as it might, they were constantly renlinded of the uncertainty of life, and that death was no respecter of persons. He often
appeared in unexpected forms and exhibited his dread power in a
variety of ways. To some he approached gradually, as in the case of
their late dear pastor; to others he came suddenly and, without
warning, ushered his victims into the solemn presence of their Maker
and their God. As they thought of this and meditated on the changes
taking place around them, should they not, if they were wise, regard
them as voices speaking with no uncertain sound, " Be ye also ready,"
" Prepare to meet thy God." Whilst there was much in connection
with death that was sad, much that they naturally dreaded, not
only from the various phases of suffering which led to it, and
the numerous forms of separation it involved, the words of their
text came like a gleam of sunshine to dispel the gloom and the
sadness, and speak of a state of blessedness which belongs to those
"who die in the Lord." The last clause was the only limit which
the text included, that was to say, those who were in union with
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Him by a living faith-who had a personal interest in His finished
work, who rejoiced in the fact of the forgiveness of sins through the
merits of His cross and passion, who, through the power of the
Divine Spirit, had passed from darkness to light, and from the service
of sin and Satan to the joyous service of the living Son. Those who
sought while 011 earth to glorify Him with their souls and bodies
which are His-they were blessed.
1. They were blessed in their condition. For they were freed from
the burden of the flesh and were in joy and felicity-they were emancipated from all suffering and sorrow-they hungered no more-they
thirsted no more; they experienced no more doubt, no more conflict,
and no more perplexity. They were free from sin, from its guilt and
from its power. Satan could no longer harass them, the world could
no more annoy them, and the flesh had lost its power over them;
hence their blessedness.
To be ushered into the realms of eternal day, to be admitted into
the presence of the eternal King, to join in the everlasting song of the
redeemed, was to be blessed indeed. To have entered that land where
the inhabitant" shall no more say I am sick," and where the people
were forgiven their iniquity, to serve the Lord in the beauty of
holiness, and in the glory and perfection of Divine worship; to cast
their crowns before Him, and wlite in the praises of that harmouious
choir who sing, "Unto Him that loved us and washed us from our
sins in His own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God
and His Father; to Him be glory for ever and ever," surely, that was
to be blessed indeed ! Well might the poet sing" When, 0 my Saviour, when shall I
Behold Thee all serene!
Blest in perpetual Sabbath day
Without a veil between!
" Assist me while I wander here,
Amidst a world of cares;
Incline my heart to pray with love,
And then accept my prayers.
" Thy Spirit, 0 my Father, give
To be my Guide and Friend,
To light my path to ceaseless joys,
To Sabbaths without end."
H. They were blessed in their position. They were at rest; that is to
say, they had entered into that rest which remaineth for the people
of God (Hebrews iv. 9). They had entered into the" keeping of that
Sabbath" which shall know no end. Sometimes they sang,
" Thine eartWy Sabbaths, Lord, we love,
But there's a nobler rest above,
To this our labouring souls aspire,
With ardent faith and strong desire."
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It was that to which the patriarch Job looked forward in the midst
of the calamities which befel him, when he said, "There the wicked
cease from troubling; and there the weary be at rest " (Job iii. 17).
" They rest from their labours," from the toils of the body, from
the exertions and efforts put forth here below, which so often resulted
in weariness and fatigue. They rested from foes within and without,
from the trials of body, mind, and soul. The warfare was accomplished,
the race was past, the goal was reached, and the victory wou.
" There shall I bathe my weary soul
In seas of heavenly rest,
And not a wave of trouble roll
Across my peaceful breast."
Ill. They were blessed in their reward. " Their works follow them."
The contrast between their heavenly state and their earthly was greater
than could possibly be imagined.
Those works which were often
unconsciously done on earth, but which were done from the highest
motives and through the power of the Holy Spirit working in them
and through them would, through the wondrous love of God, form their
"crowns of rejoicing" and their pleasures of reward. Those works
did not precede them as a title or purchase, but followed them as an
evidence of their having lived and died in the Lord.
Nothing else could follow-neither gold, wealth, nor possessions, but
their works might. Those alone would be found to the praise and
hononr of Christ, and would be rewarded by Him at His coming again.
God had entrusted to all His children talents, to some more and to
others less, and ouly as they sought to use them in His Service and for
His glory could they expect them to grow, or look forward to the time
of His return to hear the "Well done, good and faithful servant, enter
thou into t.he joy of thy Lord." It was a wonderful thought that the
blessed fruits and happy effects of those "works" of His children
would follow them into the Home-laud beyond, and would be duly
recognized by Christ and graciously rewarded by Him at His appearing.
But such was the blessed statement of the text which illustrated in a
marvellous manner the happy end of a Christian life. Might that
life which had now disappeared from their midst,-the greater part of
which had been spent amongst them,-serve as an example and an
inspiration, and so far as their late pastor followed ClITist, might they
through God's grace and the help of His Holy Spirit follow him.
Might those words from which he had spoken, and which brought
before them the assurance of the Trinity of Persons, of the blessedness
which awaited the people of God, stimulate them to serious thought
and solemn enquiry as to whether it would eventually be said of them,
as they could truly say of their late-beloved pastor, "Blessed are the
dead which die in the Lord."
THIS naughty, naughty flesh is here yet and distressingly active.
• . . I want the balsam of Blood again.-Ruth Bryan.
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COMFORTS FOR THE SICK SOUL.
FROM" THE BALM OF GILEAD," BY BISHOP HALL.

,

l

"THERE, there, there," thou sayest, "is the very core of all my
complaint. I want that faith that should give me an interest in
my Saviour, and afford true comfort to my soul, and boldness and
access with confidence to the Throne of Grace. (Eph. iii. 12). I can
sorrow; but I cannot believe•. My grief is not so great as my
infidelity. I see others full of joy and peace in believing (Rom. xv.
13): but my earthen heart cannot raise itself to a comfortable
apprehension of my Saviour: so as methinks I dwell in a kind of
disconsolate darkness, and a sad lumpishness of unbelief; wanting
that lightsome assurance which others profess to find in themselves."
"Take heed, my son, lest while thou art too querulous, thou prove
unthanHul; and lest while thine humbleness disparages thyself, thou
make God a loser. Many a man may have a rich mine.lying deep in
his ground, which he knows not of. There are shells that are inwardly
furnished with pearls of great price, and are not sensible of their worth.
This is thy condition: thou hast that grace which thou complainest
to want. It is no measuring of thyself by sense, especially in the time
of temptation. Thou couldst not so feelingly bemoan the want of
faith if thou hadst it not.
Deny it, if thou canst; thou assentest to the truth of all the gracious
promises of God: thou acknowledgest He could not be Himself if He
were not a true God, yea, truth itself; thou canst not doubt but that
He hath made sweet promises of free grace and mercy to all penitent
sinners: thou canst not but grant that thou art sinful enough to need
mercy, and sorrowful enough to desire and receive mercy: canst thou
but love thyself so well, as that, when thou seest a pardon reached
forth to thee to save thy soul from death, thou shouldst do any other
than stretch forth thy hand to take it 1 La, this hand stretched forth
is thy faith, which so takes spiritual hold of thy Saviour, that it calls
not thy sense to witness. As for that assurance thou speakest of,
they are happy that can truly feel and maintain it; and it must be
our holy ambition, what we may, to aspire unto it; but that is such
a height of perfection as every traveller in this wretched pilgrimage
cannot, while he is in this perplexed and heavy way, hope to attain to.
It is an unsafe and perilous path which those men have walked in,
who have been wont to define all faith by assurance. Should I lead
thee that way, it might cost thee a fall. So sure a certainty of onr
constant and reflected apprehension of eternal life is both hard to get,
and not easy to hold nnmovably, considering the many and strong
temptations that we are subject nnto in this vale .of misery and death.
Should faith be redneed unto tllis trial, it wonld be yet more rare than
onr Saviour had pretold it; for, as many a one boasts of such an
assurance, who is yet failing of a true faith, hngging a vain presumption
instead of it; so many a one also hath true faith in the Lord Jesus,
who yet complains to want this assurance.
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Canst thou, in a sense of thine own misery, close with thy Saviour 1
Canst thou throw thyself into the arms of His mercy, canst thou trust
Him with thy soul, and repose thyself upon Him for forgiveness and
salvation 1 Canst thou lay thyself before Him, as a miserable object
of His grace and mercy 1 and when it is held forth to thee, canst thou
lay some, though weak, hold upon it 1 Labour what thou mayest
for further degrees of strength daily, set not up thy rest in this pitch of
grace; but cheer up thyself, my son, even thus much faith shall save
thy soul. Thou believest; and He hath said it that is truth itself,
'He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life' (Jolm iii. 36)."
"I know," thou sayest, " that Jesus Christ came into the world to
save sinners: and that whosoever believeth in Him shall not perish,
but have eternal life : neither can I deny, but that in the sense of my
own sinful condition, I do cast myself in some measure upon my
Saviour and lay some hold upon His all-sufficient redemption; but
alas! my apprehensions of Him are so feeble, as that they can afford
no sound comfort to my soul."
" Courage, my son: were it that thou lookest to be justified and
saved by the power of the very act of thy faith, thou hadst reason to
be disheartened with the eonscience of the weakness thereof: but
now that the virtue and efficacy of this happy work is in the merits
and mercy of thy God and Saviour, which cannot be abated by tby
infirmities, thou hast cause to take heart to thyself, and cheerfully
to expect His salvation.
Understand thy case aright. Here is a double hand that helps us
up towards heaven: our hand of faith lays hold upon our Saviour ;
our Saviour's hand of mercy and plenteous redemption lays hold on us :
our hold of Him is feeble and easily loosed; His hold of us is strong
and irresistible. Comfort .thyself, therefore, in this, with the blessed
apostle; when thou art weak, then thou art strong: when weak in
thyself, strong in thy Redeemer. Shouldst thou boast of thy strength
and say, Tush, I shall uever be moved, I should suspect the truth and
safety of thy condition; now thou bewailest thy weakness, I cannot
but encourage and congratulate the happy estate of thy soul. If work
were stood upon, a strength of band were necessary; but now that
only taking and receiving of a precious gift is required, why may not
a weak hand do that as well as a strong 1 as well, though not as forcibly.
Be not therefore dejected with the want of thine own power; but
comfort thyself in the rich mercies of thy blessed Redeemer. Now
thou sayest, 'Sometimes, I confess, I find my heart at ease, in a
comfortable reliance on my Saviour; and being well resolved of the
safety of my estate, promise good days to myself; and after the
banishment of my former fears, dare bid defiance to temptations.
But alas! how soon is this fair weather over! how suddenly is this
clear sky over-clouded, and spread over with a sad darkness, and I
return to my former heartlessness! '
Didst thou conceive, my son, that graee would put thee into a
constant and perpetual invariable condition of soul, while thou art
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in this earthly warfare ~ Didst thou ever hear or read of any of God's
prime saints upon earth, that were unchangeable in their holy
dispositions, while they continued in this region of mutability ~
Look upon the man after God's own heart. Thou shalt find him
sometimes so courageous as if the spirits of all his worthies were met
in his one bosom: how resolutely doth he blow off all dangers, trample
on all enemies, triumph over all cross events! Another time thou
shalt find him so dejected as if he were not the man. One while, ' The
Lord is my Shepherd: I shall lack nothing': another while, ' Why
art thou so sad, my soul; and why art thou so disquieted within me ~ ,
One while, 'I will not be afraid of ten thousand of the people, that
have set themselves against me round about'; another while, 'Hide
me under the shadow of Thy wings, from the wicked that oppress me,
from my deadly enemies who compass me about.' One while, 'Thy
lovingkindness is before mine eyes, and I have walked in Thy truth' :
another while, 'Lord, where are Thy loving-kindnesses l' Yea,
dost thou not hear him, with one breath, professing his confidence,
and lamenting his desertion 1 'Lord, by Thy favour Thou hast
made my mountain to stand strong: thou didst hide Thy face and I
was troubled' (Ps. xxx. 7).
Look upon the chosen vessel, the great Apostle of the Gentiles.
One while thou shalt see him erecting trophies in himself of victory
to his God: 'In all these things we are more than conquerors through
Him that loved us'; another while, thou shalt find him bewailing
his own sinful condition. 'Oh, wretched man that I am, who shall
deliver me from the body of this death ~' One while thou shalt find
him eaught up into the third heaven, and then in the paradise of God ';
another while, thou shalt find him buffeted by the messenger of Satan,
and sadly complaining to God of the violence of that assault.
Hear the spouse of Christ, whether the Church in co=on, or the
faithful soul, bemoaning herself: 'I opened to my Beloved, but my
Beloved had withdrawn Himself, and was gone: my soul failed while
He spake. I sought Him, but I could not find Him, I called Him, but
He gave me no answer.' Thus it will be with thee, my son, while
thou art in this frail flesh. The temper of thy soul will be, like her
partner, subject to vicissitudes. Shouldst thou continue always in
the same state, I should more than suspect thee. This is the difference
betwixt nature and grace, that nature is still uniform, and like herself ;
grace varies, according to the pleasure of the Giver. The Spirit
breathes when and where it listeth. When, therefore, the gracious
breathings of the Holy Ghost are within thee, be thankful to the
infinite munificence of that Blessed Spirit; and still pray, 'Arise,
o north, and come thou south wind, blow upon my garden that the
spices thereof may flow out.' But when thou shalt find thy soul
becalmed, and not a leaf stirring in this garden of thine, be not too
much dejected with an ungrounded opinion of being destitute of thy
God. Neither do thou repine at the seasons or measures of His bounty;
that most free and infinitely beneficient Agent will not be tied to our
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terms; but will give what, and how, and when He pleaseth. Only do
thou humbly wait upon His goodness, and be confident that He ' Who
hath begun His good work in thee, will perform it until the day of
Jesus Christ.' "
THE TRUTH.
MEN of the world ask, like Pilate, "What is truth?" and deny
that there is truth in relation to spiritual and eternal things. Many
assume the name of " Agnostic," professing that they know not truth
with regard to these matters, while the mass of mankind is indifferent.
Men in general take no pains to ascertain the truth.
But the children of God, " born of God," know the truth, for they
have been" taught of God," and have come unto Christ, Who is " the
way, and the truth, and the life" (John vi. 45; and xiv. 6), and through
Him unto God as their Father. They know HIM, as the Apostle John
writes (1 John v. 20), ""Ye know that the Son of God is come, and hath
given us an understanding, that we may know Him that is true: and
we are in Him that is true, even in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the
true God, and eternal life." Their teacher is the Holy Spirit, one of
whose titles is, "The Spirit of Truth." The Holy Spirit's office is to
testify of Christ, and to glorify Christ (John xv. 26, and xvi. 14), and so:
1. We have "the truth" in the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ, for
(a) He is "the true God." His glorious resurrection from the dead
is proof of this, for" the Gospel of God" which Paul preached was
" concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, Which was made of the
seed of David according to the flesh, and declared to -be the Son of
God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the -resurrection
from the dead" (Rom. i. 1-4). As" the Word," He is " f1tll of grace
and truth," and, revealing to us God the Father, He makes known to
us all truth which God wonld have us to l.'llOW concerning HirnselfHis Purposes, His Grace, and His Glory. And (b) His words were
truth. Again and again He told the Jews that what He spake unto
them was truth; "the truth," He said, " which I have heard of God"
(John viii. 40). His words must be truth, for they were the words of
God-the God of truth-as He said: "I have not spoken of Myself
(i.e. from Myself), but the Father which sent Me, He gave Me a commandment, what I should say, and what I shonld speak. And I know
that His commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto Me, so I speak" (John xii. 49,50).
Those who profess to revere the Person and moral beauty of Christ,
and yet reject His words, reject, verily, the words of God. They do
not believe God!
2. These words of God are contained in the Holy Scriptures, which
must necessarily be truth, inasmuch as they are inspired by the" Spirit
of Truth;" "God·breathed." "No prophecy of the Scripture"
(i.e., no word from God which is written for Qur learning) "is of any
private interpretation" (i.e., is of the man of God's own unfolding).
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"For the Prophecy" (i.e., God's Word) "came not in old time" (or, at
any time) "by the will of man: but holy men of God spake" (or, holy
men spake from God) "as they were moved by the Holy Ghost."
3. Therefore God's Word, all truth, was written by the Apostles, for
the Lord's promise was fulfilled: "When He, the Spirit of truth, is
come, He will guide you into all truth: for He shall not speak of
Himself" (or from Himself) "but whatsoever He shall hear, that
shall He speak" (John xvi. 13).
Hence the truth is the Gospel, and the Gospel is the truth. St. Paul
speaks of " the word of the truth of the Gospel" (Col. i. 5), and again,
" the word of truth, the Gospel of your salvation" (Eph. i. 13). " The
Gospel" means THE GLAD TIDINGS. It is the glad tidings for simlers of
the grace of God, the glad tidings of a Saviour, the glad tidings that
simlers have been reconciled to God by the death of Christ when He
was" made a curse for us," aud "redeemed us from the curse of the
law," the glad tidings that all that believe on Him in their hearts
have everlasting life (see 2 Thess. n. 13, 14). Faithful preachers of the
Word, those that have grace to declare "all the counsel of God"
(Acts xx. 27), the humbling doctrines of God's sovereign grace, are
often styled" men of truth." In my younger days this was a title
more in common use, but, alas, we live in days foretold, when men are
" ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth, "
" resist the truth," and" turn away their ears from the truth;'
(see 2 Tim. iii. and iv.).
It would seem as if we had arrived at this last stage of declension.
Anything rather than" truth" is preached to the vast majority of
congregations of professing Christians, and where the truth is preached
men will not listen to it, as a rule, except the Lord hath opened their
hearts, as He opened the heart of Lydia of old, who then" attended
unto the things which were spoken of Paul" (i.e., gave her heart and
mind to them).
By reason of false teachers, "the way of truth is evil spoken of"
(2 Peter n. 2)-truth is maligned, and the teachers of truth traduced
and disparaged !
But" the Word of the Lord endureth for ever." It is eternal truth.
In spite of all the opposition of Satan and men, " His truth endureth
unto all generations" (Ps. c. 5).
" Firm as a rock Thy truth must stand,
When rolling years shall cease to move" !
Marshall (Sask.), Oanada.
ROBERT J. NOYES, M.A.
" HE knows, who lives on Zion's hill,
What we in truth require;
Knows, too, how many blessings more
This flesh and blood desire;
And could He safely all bestow,
He would not let thee sorrowing go."-Paul Gerhardt.
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SPAIN AND RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE.

THE new spirit at work in Spain has borne fruit sooner than we expected. During the past five years there has been an administrative
advance in connexion with the application of the existing laws to
Evangelicals, and the central Government and its high officials have
shown themselves unwilling to obey the commands of ecclesiastics
whose idea of justice is determined by the intolerant dictates of the
Roman Church. The Royal Orders and Decrees interpreting Article
11 of the Constitution in a restrictive sense still governed the country
and were the final appeal in all matters connected with Teligious
tolerance. Article 11 says:" The Apostolic Roman Catholic religion is the religion of the State.
The nation binds itself to maintain this religion and its ministers.
No one shall be molested in Spanish territory on account of his
religious opinions and for the exercise of his particular form of worship,
provided he show the respect due to Christian morality. Ceremonies
and public manifestations other than of the State religion shall not
be permitted."
Senor Canovas, with the desire of conciliating the Vatican, issued a
Royal Order in 1876-immediately after the Constitution was framedmaking of no effect the liberty of action granted by the Constitution.
Protestants were considered public nuisances that could not be exterminated and had to be endured. Their worship had to be conducted
in semi-concealment, and continual conflicts with the authorities
were the lot of the Evangelicals who desired to worship God in accordance with the teaching of His Word. During the Regency the Bishop
of the Roman Church ilirected the policy of the nation, and in 1899
the national Spanish Church Congress of Bishops issued a manifesto
declaring" Perdition to be the daughter of liberalism, which by its
application to Spain, causes such grave sins. The capital error of
liberalism consists in substituting private judgment for the authority
of the Church." Two Carilinals and twenty-six Bishops, in an address
accompanying the manifesto, complained to the Queen Regent of
the impudence and audacity, every day growing greater, of the
Protestantism which builds its churches and opens its schools in
Madrid, and classed this action "with the horrible blasphemies that
are _heard in the streets and public places of many cities, and the
repugnant exhibition of -indecent pictmes." They evidently agree
with Pope Leo XIII. who declared, "One thing remains perpetually
true, that liberty accorded for its own sake to all, and for all, is not
desirable, since it is repugnant to reason that what is false should
enjoy the same rights as what is true. It is strange to see in regard to
toleration the extent to which the ilisciples of liberalism depart from
the equity and prudence of the Chmch."
We need not recount the many instances in which the Reformers
have been denied their Constitutional rights. The closed door of
our Madrid Church, the frequent prosecutions of colporteUTs and
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cvangelists, the false charges trumped up by parish priests, and the
impossibility of getting requisite certificates for marriages, are familiar
to all who know Spanish Evangelical life. Everything that conld
be done was done to make the Reformers feel that they were obnoxious
vermin, tolerated because they could not be destroyed, and very many
have been deterred from joining their ranks through the stigma
attached to them by the ruling interpretation of the law. It is necessary to live in Spain to realize the cross the Reformers have had to
bear in past years.
Last spring the Protestant young men initiated their great propaganda in favour of religious liberty. Behind them stood a great uumber
of prominent public men who wished to see their native land freed
from the intolerance that made it a by-word in the mouths of all
who love liberty. They were above all anxious to have freedom to
preach and teach what they had learned from the Bible. Crowds
flocked to their meetings. Men who had been formerly despised like
their Master received a cordial reception from large audiences, and it
was seen that Spain had advanced in its love of freedom and that
the movement would grow in strength as the months passed. The
Press reported the speeches and commented upon them in leading
articles inspired by a gennine love of freedom. Public opinion made
itself felt, and the Government saw that action must be taken to
avoid an agitation that might spread throughout the entire country
and force the rulers to bow to a storm.
On June 10, a Royal Order was issued officially declaring that
"titles, banners, emblems, advertisements, posters and other external
signs which make known the buildings, ceremonies, rites and usages
or customs of dissenting worship" are authorized. In other words,
our churches need no longer resemble barns or railway stations, they
may declare by boards or otherwise the end to which they are devoted,
advertisements may appear in the Press, and our brethren are no
longer to be considered men who are kept in seclusion by the law,
lest their appearance in public might corrupt the state. It is it great
step forward, and we thank God that Spain has taken the step. Until
the Royal Order becomes statutory some may fear that it may be
revoked, but in the twentieth century freedom once given caml0t be
easily withdrawn.
Rome has protested and has threatened the Government. Rome
never withdraws its claim to intolerant supremacy. When it has its
way all freedom is suppressed, and only ostrich-like Churchmen are
blind to its pretensions and policy of repression. Spain wishes to
shake herself free of the Vatican, and a battle is now knit that may
have very serious consequences fol' the Ultramontanes, who hate
liberty and strive to crush by force Evangelicals. The effort will be
vain. Modern Spain has learned the lessons of history, and acts on
the principle that the nation is mistress of her own affairs and can no
longer subserve the interests of a foreign power. In England we are
apt to consider Romanism a form of Nonconformity, but it is in reality
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a great political engine devised to subject states to its control and to
crush freedom of thought and the appeal to Scripture. Spain has
learned this fact and will never forget it. Whatever the future has
in store for that land, its people will never again bow before the
Inquisition and sacrifice themselves to the unsrriptural arrogance
of an alien Church.-(Light and Truth, July, 1910.)
MORNING WORDS.
I HAVE awoke lately, for the most part under deep depression, with a
weight like a millstone about my heart, and quite longing for that
glorious period" when the wicked cease from troubling, and the weary
shall be at rest." But my gracious God has been most indulgent,
notwithstanding; and if there has not been the home-spoken promise,
and the renewed assurances, " It is well" ; " Fear not, I am with thee,"
there has been what is equally important-equally of Himself-equally
beyond the attainment and control of poor fallen flesh-namely, the
felt want, the enkindling of desire, the upward looking, the heart-cry
for help! And as aforetime, the Lord has seemed to stand in waiting,
watching for the moment of returning consciousness of a morning,
and with it instilling first a sense of helplessness and need, and a corresponding cry for help.
Thus the very hunger and thirst become a blessing; and, originating
so completely in Himself, a spirit of watchfulness is connected with
the cry; and a downpouring of blessings, in answer to the petitions
the Spirit Himself enkindles, is sure to result. How sweet, then, this
intercourse with heaven! How good anything and everything that
thus deadens us to the world, and sets us looking and longing after our
God; that quickens our sluggish paces, and causes us to " forget the
things that are behind, and to press forward toward those things that
are before, towards the mark of the prize of our high calling in Christ
Jesus."
I intimated that of late the Lord's words had not been so much
those of assurance on His part, as of entreaty on His child's part. Both
are equally of Himself. The same blessed Spirit that bestows the
one, begets the other; for" we are not sufficient of ourselves to think
anything as of ourselves, but our sufficiency is of God."
But there was one word, amounting to assurance and a promise,
which I shall not easily forget. It was spoken under peculiar trial,
and when nothing could have possibly been more appropriate; it
came home with such power, so opportunely, at the same time so
suddenly, and in such an unthought-of, unexpected way. "The
wicked plotteth against the just, and gnasheth upon him with his
teeth. The Lord shall laugh at him, for He seeth that his day is
coming" (Ps. xxxvii. 12, 13). It is not necessary that I should give
particulars, suffice it nothing could have been more to the purpose
-nothing more fear-assuaging-nothing more calculated to remind
one that "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay, saith the Lord." How
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sweet in connection therewith the xv. and xvi. chap. of 2 Samuel.
How blessed the conclusion of the otherwise too impetuous David,
" Let him alone, and let him curse; for the Lord hath bidden him.
It may be that THE LORD will look on mine aflliction, and that THE
LORD \vill requite me good for his cursing this day" (2 Sam. xvi. 11, 12).
The morning words, however, of late have been more of appeal than
assurance, more of prayer than of promise. For example, with the
very first waking thoughts the other morning came the cry, "Lord,
remember David in all his afllictions." Ah, how sweet it is, be the
trouble what it may, to have the heart and mind at once directed and
drawn to the Lord. The power and privilege of betaking oneself
immediately to Him is so blessed, that despite all appearances, lets
and hindrances, there should be (Hezekiah-like) a "spreading the
letter before the Lord." Moreover, independent of all results, the
very position itself is blessed, of being able to enter into the very
feelings-to step, as it were, into the shoes-of holy men of old, and
in their very language, put up one's pleas to the same Almighty and
all-glorious Deliverer! The language of the prophet has no bearing
whatever on such persons, " Ah, Lord God! they say of me, Doth he
not speak parables 1" On the contrary, there is participation, heartfelt acquaintance, a personal, practical knowledge of the condition
and cry of the Lord's afllicted servants. But, as David elsewhere
says, "Thy servant hath found in his heart to pray this prayer unto
Thee." How great the grace that he, and every poor sensible sinner in
common with him, should be encouraged and emboldened to cry, "Lord,
remember David in all his afllictions," that the God of the whole earth
-the great I AM, the immutable Jehovah, with Whom is all power,
Who hath all hearts in His hand, and before Whom the inhabitants
of the earth are all as so many grasshoppers-that HE should be entreated, aye, and irresistibly entreated, too, to "remember" a poor,
guilty, helpless sinner in all his varied trials, in this vale of tears.
And what a remembrance is the Lord's remembrance! so practical,
so effectual, so completely that which embraces everything which can
be for that sinner's well-being. "Lord, remember David in all his
afllictions." Sweet morning words!
Again, these lines of late have been very sweet, running so continuously through the mind:" The bowels of Thy grace,
At first did freely move,
I still shall see Thy face,
Shall feel that God is love.
. My soul into Thy arms I cast,
I know I shall be safe at last."
And these:
"Did ever trouble yet befall,
And He refuse to hear thy call 1
And has He not His promise passed
That thou shalt overcome at last 1 "
32
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Ah, how sweet are these loosings of an earth-bound heart, these
occasional burstings of the bonds and snapping of the fetters that
so bind one to this lower world. And how blessed is that special
something (be it what it may) that either draws or drives one to the
throne, with a "Lord, I am oppressed, undertake for me." "Whom
have I in heaven but Thee, and there is none upon earth I desire
beside Thee. My flesh and my heart faileth, but God is the strength
of my heart, and my portion for ever."
Gospel Magazine, 1856.
DR. DOUDNEY.

lIlrotef3tant

~eacon.

THE DUTY OF PROTESTANTS.
A PAPER READ AT THE 31ST ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE EVANGELICAL
PROTESTANT UNION, HELD AT MANCHESTER, OCTOBER 14TH,
1909; BY THE REV. N. F. DUNCAN, M.A., VICAR OF ST.
J ULIAN'S, SHREWSBURY.
THE Duty of Protestants is tersely summed up in the motto of the
Evangelical Protestant Union, "Watch ye, stand fast in the Faith,
quit you like men, be strong." One aspect of it is set forth at greater
length in the portion which our beloved Church of England gives
us as the second lesson for tillS morning (Col. iii. 1-18). "If ye
then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where
Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on
things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your
life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, Who is our life, shall
appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in glory. Mortify, therefore, your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness,
inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is
idolatry: for which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the
children of disobedience: in the which ye also walked some time, when
ye lived in them. But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath,
malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. Lie
not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his
deeds; and have put on the new man which is renewed in knowledge
after the image of Him that created him: where there is neither
Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian,
bond nor free: but CHRIST IS ALL AND IN ALL. Put on, therefore.
as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercy, kindness,
humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; forbearing one another,
and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any:
even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. And above all these things,
put on charity; which is the bond of perfectness. And let the peace
of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body;
and be ye thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all
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wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.
And whatsoever ye do, in word or deed, do all in the Name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by Him."
What better words can we put iu the forefront of our enquiry than
these of the great Protestant Apostle, a Protestant at one time against
the return to weak and beggarly elements, at another against the
peculiar errors which were infecting the Colossian Church ~ In all
his protests, CHRIST was supreme, every w9rd must be written and
every act accomplished in His Name and for His sake. The whole life
renewed in Christ must be permeated by His spirit. And the very
mainspring of all OUT Protestantism to·day must be the zealous desire
that Christ should be so set forth by us and through us, that men may
be drawn to Him, away from forms and ceremouies and from intervening priests and intermediaries; that He should be honoured and
accepted as the Once-for-all Offerer of a perfect Sacrifice and as the
one and ouly Mediator between God and men, Who is " able to save
them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever
liveth to make intercession for them."
With these great foundation principles as the groundwork and framework of our Protestantism, let us proceed to enquire further what is the
duty of Protestants in regard to present-day mauifestations of error
and to the circumstances in which we are called to witness for the
truth.
1. First, I would say, our duty is to be very clear in our view of the
great lines of Revelation. We are not living under the Old Covenant
but under the New. We have not come to the Mount that quaked
with fire, but unto mount Sion, the city of the living God, the heaveuly
Jerusalem. There is no longer an earthly Temple, with its altar
system, its sacrificial bloodshedding, its offering priests, but we live in a
dispensation in which the Most High dwelleth not in temples made with
hands, nor can be worshipped with men's hands as though He needed
anything-a dispensation in which the hour has come when neither at
Jerusalem nor at GerizinI shall men worship the Father as was once their
wont, but in which the true worshippers are to worship HinI in spirit and
in truth, ascending for this holy purpose in heart and mind where Christ
has ascended and dwelling continually with HinI there. Our duty is
to strengthen ourselves in this great New Testament unfolding of the
" better things" and to live in the spiritual glory and liberty of them.
We must see clearly, as Bishop Lightfoot saw clearly, that the Kingdom
of Christ" has no s!\cerdotal system,"* that" the Christian idea was
the restitution of this immediate and direct relation with God, which
was partly suspended but not abolished by the appointment of a
sacerdotal tribe. The Levitical priesthood, like the Mosaic Law, had
served its temporary purpose. The period of childhood had passed,
and the Church of God was now arrived at mature age." The more
* Lightfoot's Essay on .. The Christian Ministry
Philippians.

11

in his Commentary on
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clearly we see the fundamental difIerence between the two dispensations and that we are not now under the law but under grace, the
stronger and the better will be our protest against the reimposition
of the yoke of bondage.
\ ..\
2. The duty of Protestants, in the second place, is, I think, to
watch and understand and counteract the efforts of the Romanists
and Ritualists. We should be well acquainted both with the extent
and intent of these endeavours to re-establish the dominion of I"a
sacerdotal caste. We should, I think, be especially on guard again~t
" altar-ward worship" in any shape or form. It is largely due to the
apathy of Protestants and. to their failure to understand the real
significance of these things, that we now find in so many of our parish
churches the east end decked and described as possessing peculiar
sanctity. The enclosure within the rails is called the "sanctuary"
(a term which is more fitly applied to the whole edifice in which public
worship is performed). The co=union-table is, in press, platform,
and pulpit, spoken of as the" altar," in defiance of the fact that our
Book of Co=on Prayer has been deliberately revised and the term
" Table" substituted for what, in darker days, it called an "altar."
"Altar rails," "altar frontals," and "altar" furniture of every
description are the terms used to indicate the fittings of the Lord's
Table. The young co=unicants of the Church of England are
diligently instructed as to their approach to this" altar." Ritualistic
manuals describe it in a way that suggests that their teaching is that
of our church instead of being wholly at variance therewith. And
parish magazines contribute their share to the education of the people
in the ways and principles of sacerdotalism. In this month's number
of " The Sign," a magazine very largely localized throughout the land,
Provost Staley answers the question-" What authority is there for
calling the Lord's Table an altar ~ "-thus,-" The same as there is
for calling it the Lord's Table and a good deal more." And he adds
the following advice: "Try to learn from those who call it an altar
(both phrases are parables) what they really mean. If you only look
upon Holy Co=union .as a time to remember that our Lord died
once, you do well. But you will do better when you realize that
, What He never can repeat
He shows forth day by day.'
Learn to look humbly upon the present pleading of the past Sacrifice."
Now what should be our duty as Protestants in the face of all this ~
Surely it should be to do all we can to instruct those among whom we
labour or live, in the right way. We should ourselves grasp the
significance of every detail of altar-ward worship, and should warn all
we can reach as to the unscriptural nature of the teaching which these
things symbolize. If the Communion Tables in churches to which
we are appointed have been turned into "altars" and fitted with
retables, altar crosses, altar vases, and. altar lights, it should be our
earnest aim to restore the simplicity of their appearance as our Lord's
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Tables on which His Feast is spread, not His Sacrifice offered or
represented. The ancient custom of turning to the East at the Creeds
has been changed into turning to the" altar" (the place of the supposed
~'real presence ") and in churches which are not" orientated" the
East is ignored and the clergy and people turn "altar"-wards.
Because the phrase "turning to the East" has thus lost its proper
meaning and become delusive, as well as because there is no direction
in our Prayer Book as to the practice, I personally feel it to be my
duty as a Protestant to refuse to comply with the custom. And I
would urge all Protestants to do the same. The" Eastward Position"
is a different matter in origin, and so clearly a sacerdotal practice, that
Protestants should take a definite stand against it. The custom of
pronouncing the Benediction from the pulpit has gone out of fashion
in recent years largely by reason of the ritualistic idea that it should
be given from the " altar" as a place more sacred than the pulpit!
Protestants would do well, whenever the Communion Service is not
read, and when there is an assistant clergyman to receive the collection,
to pronounce the Benediction from the pulpit. It frequently happens
that Protestant clergymen are asked, sometimes they are urged, to
participate in " corporate communions" of the clergy held in churches
where altar teaching prevails or where distinct breaches of the law
are habitual. In all such cases I feel strongly that it is our duty to
decline the invitation, and also to decline to take part in united functions
which are held in churches where the" vestments," declared illegal by
the Privy Council, are used. These abstentions are very painful for
many reasons, but I am persuaded that, until the Evangelical clergy
make it plain to those in authority that ritualistic practices are fatal
to the unity of the Church of England, we shall not find any widespread
episcopal zeal for their suppression. The duty of Protestants seems
to me to be imperative in the direction of a refusal to have any part
or lot in the attempt to undo the Reformation by the setting up again of
altars and the performance of ceremonies intended or tending to direct
the thoughts of worshippers not heaven-ward but altar-ward.
At the present time the attention of Protestants is directed specially
to the imminent danger of the proposal to legalize the Mass Vestments
in the Church of England. Our duty in regard to any such proposal
is unmistakeable. The Mass Vestments can have no place in the
Church of the Reformation and of the New Testament. Protestants
will not be misled by the plea that such Vestments originally meant
nothing. Whether this be so or not, they have acquired a meaning
which is openly proclaimed by their most candid advocates. They
mean that the man who wears them is a sacrificing priest, and they
are his sacrificing livery. The proposal to sanction their permissive
use while avowing that thereby no change in the doctrine of the Church
of England is intended, can only call forth the uncompromising
opposition of all true Protestants. The proposal to allow, for the sake
of peace, a distinctive white Vestment, affords a sad indication of the
inability of its authors to understand the unyielding claims of the

502

The Gospel Magazine

would-be restorers of the Mass. No half-measures will ever satisfy
the Halifax party, and Protestants who are not blind to the issues at
stake cannot lend themselves to proposals which are but the first step
to the ultimate surrender of the citadel. Every effort must be made
in public .and private to awaken the English people to the real significance of the Vestments and to secure their national repudiation.
I do not venture to suggest what our duty should be in the event of
the Vestments being sanctioned. May God forbid such a catastrophe,
but if it is allowed to come upon our Church, may He vouchsafe us
wisdom and grace to act according to His will.
So far I have dealt with the duty of Protestants with regard to the
efforts made within the Church of England to rob it of its Reformation
principles. It behoves us to be equally alert and active in regard to
the encroachments of the Church of Rome. There seems no reason
to dispute the conclusions set forth by Mr. J oseph McCabe in his recent
book, " The Decay of the Church of Rome." Well may he say" When we note the extraordinary impotence of Catholicism in the
great cities of Europe; when we learn, in country after country, that
the middle-class forsook it a generation ago, and the artisans are
abandoning it to-day; when we find its authority rejected in almost
proportion as a nation is touched with culture; and when we see that
its larger tracts of unchallenged authority so constantly correspond
with the darker areas in the cultural map of the world, we see that its
power rests largely on a basis that is directly and triumphantly
challenged by the modern spirit-a basis of ignorance. Thus the
decay of the Church of Rome is likely to continue with unabated
speed, unless there is some revolution in its policy."
There can be no question but that Rome has lost ground heavily in
Continental countries. It is equally certain that, numerically, she is
losing ground in Ireland. It is proveable also that, in spite of an
increase of ecclesiastics, machinery, and display, Rome, numerically,
is stationary in England. But, while all tbis can be proved and calls
for thankfulness, it would be folly to ignore the dangers arising from
the activity of the Roman emissaries in our land. It is our duty to
remember constantly how well worth winning tbis great nation is in
the eyes of a Church wbicb is losing her hold of other nations at whose
hands she is at last beginning to receive the due reward of her deeds.
It is our duty to watch all her attempts and designs upon our country.
It is our duty to leave no stone unturned to counteract, so far as we
may have opportunity, all her plans and energies. We must organize
for the distribution of sound Protestant literature on the Romish
controversy, we must see to it that lectures are delivered from pulpits
and platforms explanatory of the real history of the Papacy and of
the unscripturalness of its teaching. We must use every endeavour,
wisely and faithfully, to correct in the press the specious and misleading and often absolutely untrue assertions of Romish propagandists. We must teach our children in Sunday-schools the truths of
God's word in definite contrast with the false teacbing of the ROnllsh
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Church (and for this purpose I know nothing better than the system
of the Hundred Texts which owes its origin to the Irish Church
Missions). We must not be guilty of the folly of underestimating the
power of the Romish advocates to influence and attract the unwary,
and we must remember that this power will only too easily find scope
for its operation in the lamentable ignorance of the points of the
Romish controversy which prevails amongst the great majority of our
countrymen, alas, also' among so large a number of our clergy. It
would be a good thing if, in every town, classes were formed for the
definite study of Romish tenets and their history. A course of
instruction on the Creed of Pope Pius IV. and on the history of the
Council of Trent and the Vatican Council, would interest many of our
people and fortify them against the plausible arguments of Romish
officials. This leads me to urge the duty of supporting the Societies
which exist for the purpose of defending England and rescuing Ireland
from the grasp of the Papacy. It is perhaps a pity that so many
different societies exist for this purpose, but Protestants should select
those which seem to be most effective, and should give them all possible
support. As against the encroachments of Ritualism it is a cause for
thankfulness that we have two such societies as the Church Association
and the National Church League. Neither should languish for lack
of funds; each has an important place to fill in the sphere of work to
which it is devoted. If societies deserve support, so also do newspapers which seek to uphold Protestantism. Of these, I feel that the
English Churchman stands foremost in its uncompromising tidelity to
the Truth of God. It should receive our warmest support, and copies
should be circulated far and wide. Local Protestants might well
introduce the paper to newsagents who might be willing to keep it to
the front, and for a few weeks local friends might undertake to
guarantee the sale of a certain number of copies on condition that the
newsagent gave them prominence and displayed a contents bill. The
Record too does a useful work, and may be compared with the Engl'ish
Churchman as the National Church League may be compared with
the Church Association.
.
Another matter which calls for attention is the method whereby
Roman Catholic establishments are supported by a system of houseto-house begging by nuns. The country is carefully and systematically worked by these diligent and devoted servants of the Church
of Rome. It is quite evident from the names and amounts entered
in the book which they sometimes scnd in with their appeal for help,
that vast numbers of Protestants are unwittingly and thoughtlessly
supplying the sinews of war' without which the Romish Mission
could not be maintained in our land. We should very earnestly
warn our friends and neighbours not to contribute to causes thus
supported, but. to give their alms to the many charitable Protestant
organizations which so greatly need and so richly deserve the help
of loyal English people.
It is very important also that Protestants should insist upon the
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law being carried into effect in the matter of Popish processions. The
Eucharistic Congress will not have been held in vain if it demonstrates
to the authorities that a deep-seated Protestant spirit is prepared to
assert itself in the face of audacious attempts to practise idolatry in
our streets. It should never have been possible for the Romish
authorities to treat the law of England in these matters as a dead
letter, and to calculate upon the protection of the powers that be for
unlawful proceedings. It is to be hoped that the lesson of that incident
may not be forgotten, but that it may serve to stir us all up to a more
jealous and faithful insistence on the maintenance of what few
constitutional safeguards remain.
In conclusion, let me urge the supreme duty of continual, believing
prayer that God may be pleased to command His blessing upon every
effort to uphold His truth in our midst. Our Lord has left us His own
example of a life of prayer, and He has taught us to pray for deliverance
from evil. We are persuaded of the evil nature of that propagandism
which makes the Word of God of none effect through its traditions,
and which points sinners to priests, saints, and angels, instead of to Him
Who was exalted that He might fill all things and that we might hold
fast to Him as the Head. Do we pray earnestly and often enough for
the maintenance of our national position as a Protestant realm 1
Do we take each distressing feature of Romish aggression humbly and
earnestly to God in prayer before we take any other steps regarding it 1
There is a power in believing prayer which nothing can overthrow.
Let us wield it faithfully and look for an answer of peace. Let us
give the snbject of our national Protestantism a frequent place in our
petitions at parochial prayer meetings or other assemblies for prayer.
Let us also remember the deeply important work of foreign missions
in this respect, pleading with God that the missionaries who go out to
the heathen may be men and women of enlightened Protestant
convictions and fidelity to the written Word of God. And let us,
while working and praying for the promotion of a true, spiritual
Protestantism in our national and ecclesiastical life, ever keep before
our minds the necessity of a close, personal walk with God in purity
and humility, ever seeking from Him the grace to faithfully preserve
and proclaim the Faith once for all delivered to the saints, and taking
care that whatsoever we do, in word or deed, we may do all in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by Him.
WHEN men do not mark His works of mercy and bounty, the Lord
will show unto them works of justice, that is, terrible works.-David
Dickson.
THAT will be heaven, not one of harps and crowns, or of anything
else, but JESUS, and the open vision of His unveiled glories, the ineffable glories of Deity and perfect beauties of humanity ever beamin~
with new effulgence in the Person of our Bridegroom. Then shall
we reflect His glory and show forth His praise.-Ruth Bryan.
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THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD.
By THE REV. G. W. BUTLER, RECTOR OF BROADMAYNE, DORCHESTER.
I AM much concerned to notice the general discarding by the churches
of Christ of reliance on the weapons of the spiritual warfare, and the
adoption of Saul's armour, so to speak, I mean the employment of
The
every kind of carnal device to attract the world to Christ.
Apostles left even the distribution of charities that they might give
themselves to the Word of God and prayer. Our Lord Jesus bade
the disciple who would have attended a funeral, instead of immediately
following Him, to "let the dead bury their dead;" but now it is
thought that it is part of the ministerial functions to provide every
kind of entertainment 'to make the Gospel palatable. All the denominations are in these days rejecting the promise that if Christ be lifted
up all men shall be drawn'to Him, and that the Word of the Lord shall
not return unto Him void. "No," they all say, "we must attract
the crowds first, and preach to them afterwards: we must win them
by secularities, and still hold them by appealing to the flesh, while
with what minimum of Gospel it may be judicious to introduce, we
hope to convert them, and bring them to God, and their eternal
salvation;" and with this view, instead of holding prayer meetings
to implore the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and the revival of the
Word of God, one body of Christians is arranging for the brightness
of the services by choral performances, another body organizes Pleasant
Sunday Afternoons, with duets by professional singers and cornet
solos and a lecture, on a spiritual subject it may be but with a secular
title, hoping to draw the Brotherhood of Men and Boys one week,
and the Sisterhood of Women and Girls another week. Another
Band of Christian Workers carry with them a magic-lantern to supplement the Gospel: and yet another must have a brass band. The
younger clergy are counselled to join the Cricket and Football Clubs,
that they may get into touch with the young men, and win their
confidence. Picnics and games must be part of any scheme for the
conversion of the young children, and plenty of anecdotes, and not too
much of the Gospel in the preaching, if the juvenile audience is to be
kept together, To promote Cburch life, and with a view to gathering
the Sunday congregation during the week, the minister of religion
should take the chair at, and even take part in, concerts and social
gatherings and entertainments. The flower-show, the boys' brigade,
and like matters of popular interest, ,viII also give him further opportunities that he will utilize, so it is said, for winning souls. "You
must get people to I,,-now you, and to come within your reach, before
you can preach to them," Thus it is argued, and thus, instead of the
revival we profess to be praying for, the world is becoming more and
more worldly and irreligious, and the Church more and more feeble
and fruitless. Alas! instead of sinners being attracted, saints are
distracted and cannot attend on ~he Loid, and are missing His
promised blessing.-(Evangelical Protestant Union Half-Yearly Report,
March, 1910).
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" We will remember Thy love."-SONG

OF SOLOMON

i. 4.

THY love we will remember,
King of love all free,
Who graciously rememberest
Our hearts' poor love for Thee.

o

Thy love we will remember
When earthly love grows cold,
When human friends forsake us,
And cause us pain untold.
Thy love we will remember
When loved ones true and blest
Are borne' by shining angels
To .Thine Own loving breast.
Thy love we will remember
When joyfnlly we share
The sweet memorial-banquet,
Within Thy house of prayer.
Thy love we will remember
Amid the waves of death;
Of it we will "make mention"
With our last, fleeting breath.
Then in Thy glorious Presence,
On Heaven's bright golden shore,
Thy love we will remember
For ever, evertnore.
Is....
LUTHER and his companions, with all their bold readiness for danger
and death in the cause of truth, had times when their feelings were
akin to those of a divine singer, who said, "Why art thou cast down,
my soul 1" But in such hours the unflinching Reformer would
cheerily say to his friend Melancthon, "Come, Philip, let us sing
the forty-sixth Psalm;" and they would sing it in Luther's own
characteristic version :" A sure stronghold our God is He,
A timely shield and weapon;
Our help He'll be, and set us free
From every ill can happen.
And were the world with devils filled,
All eager to devour us,
Our sonls to fear shall little yield,
They cannot overpower us."

o

L
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.
THE new Annual Report has been published, and contains much likely
to interest all who love the Lord's aged poor; the price is sixpence, and
a copy will be sent on receipt of eight stamps. The current number of
the Quarterly Record contains a portrait of the late Mr. James InsIGp,
and a variety of articles and illustrations bearing upon the work.
Copies will be sent, upon application, for gratuitous wstribution. An
increase in the circulation of the Society's literature is desired, in order
that more new annual subscribers, especially of 7s., 10s. and 14s., may
be obtained.
The 39th Anniversary of the Hornsey Rise Home was held on July
1st, when a large assembly gathered together. The large garden isnow
in its summer beauty, and the inmates were delighted to show their
friends round. Many well-known supporters of the Institution were
present, among them being the Revs. W. Sinden, J. H. Snow, and
J. T. Bootle, and Messrs. Ebenezer Carr, G. Francis, W. Bumstead,
A. Hayles, and A. Boulden. The ladies held a Sale of Work on behalf
of the fund for sick and infirm inmates; tea was provided in the hall.
Two excellent sermons were preached in the chapel of the Home; in
the afternoon by the Rev. J. W. Dance, A.K.C., of Leamington, from
Romans viii. 28, and in the evening by the Rev. J. K. Popham, of
Brighton, from Psalm xx,,-vi. 9. It is hoped that many visitors will
make their way to this Home during the summer; a hearty welcome
awaits them.
Sermons and meetings have been arranged for the approaching
autumn season, and the list will be gladly extended if friends will
kindly consider dates.
Miss E. J. Loosley, of Fairlight, Clyde Road, Croydon, has kindly
accepted the Hon. Secretaryship of the Croydon Auxiliary; efforts are
being made to develop its work, and Miss Loosley will be happy to
hear from local friends willing to assist.
Old age, with its flagging spirits, torpid faculties, and growing infirmities, with losses, each of which has left a wound in the heart, and
griefs that have each drawn a furrow on the brow, is seen in our
Homes in many aspects and may be studied from various points of
view. The welcoming smile our aged friends extend to visitors, and
the warm greeting of any small, unlooked-for pleasure, make it worth
while to see them; moreover, fellowship in the things of God tends to
the enrichment of the spiritual life. Pilgrims in a pilgrim land, they
have not been unbefriended and unsolaced on the way. "My Presence
shall go with thee," is a promise they have proved, and though often
" our looking to the confused rollings of the wheel of second causes,"
as Samuel Rutherford says, has darkened the pathway, their truest
Ebenezers have been raised close by their Zarephaths, i.e., " the places
of furnaces." Stability, adaptability, and economy guided those who
had to do with the erection of these calm retreats for Christian old age,
and the same objects are continually kept in view.

.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE NEW ROYAL DECLARATION FORM.-The Bill for altering the
form of Declaration required to be made by the Sovereign on his
Accession passed its first reading on Tuesday, June 28th. The proposed
new form is as follows :" I do solemnly and sincerely, in the presence of God, profess, testify,
and declare that I am a faithful member of the Protestant Reformed
Church by law established in England, and I will according to the
true interests of the enactments to secure the Protestant succession to
tbe Throne of my realm uphold and maintain the said enactments to
the best of my powers according to law."
i This form is being opposed by Nonconformists because it compels
the Sovereign to be a member of the Established Church. It is being
opposed by Ritualists because it speaks of the Church of England as
"the Protestant Reformed Church by law established in England."
The Church Times says, "We even prefer an old and discredited
religious test to one of milder form, newly furbished up with Parliamentary authority," which is "far less tolerable." The Guardian
declares that "the new form of words is extremely offensive," is
" thoroughly unsatisfactory and unacceptable, and we hope it will be
amended, withdrawn, or defeated." Moderate Evangelicals who, as
we judge, have most unwisely expressed their willingness to favour the
removal of what are regarded as " insulting" expressions in the old
Declaration, are now setting themselves in opposition to the amended
form "as it omits the specific repudiation of cardinal Roman errors
contained in the present Declaration." All this increases our hope
that with the blessing of God on the efforts of decided Protestants the
Bill to alter or abolish the old Declaration will be defeated. Unceasing
prayer should still be offered that our God may frustrate the effort to
remove this important safeguard. Protestants all over the country
should inundate their representatives in the House of Commons with
letters or postcards protesting against the proposed change. No
servant of God should be indifferent. I=ediate action should be
taken. As we go to press we learn that Mr. Asquith has decided, if
possible, to get all the stages of the Bill through before the holidays.
A MANIFESTO BY THE CHURCH ASSOCIATION.-The Council of the
Church Association views with indignation the Government's proposal
to alter the Accession Declaration at the bidding, primarily, of the
Nationalist representatives of the Roman Catholic priesthood. The
Council condemns the proposed form of Declaration mainly upon the
following grounds :1. It is unwarranted, because it would alter the fundamental written
Constitution of this country without a mandate from the people.

•
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2. It is delusive, because, while professing to preserve the substance
of the present form, it imposes upon the Sovereign no personal repudiation of the distinctive beliefs and practices of the Church of Rome.
3. It is illusory, because the Act of Settlement already obliged the
Sovereign to "join in communion" with the " Church of England as
by law established," which is afar more solemn declaration of membership than any mere statutory affirmation of the fact can be.
4. It is inefjective, because notably in the reigns of Queen Elizabeth
and Charles n. secret Romanists did not hesitate to profess themselves
members of the Protestant Reformed Church of England, to join in her
services, and to partake of her sacraments. This would have been
impossible had they been obliged to make the present Declaration.
5. It is not permanent, because it could not outlive the Disestablishment of the Church of England, a measure to which the present Government already stands pledged as regards the four Welsh dioceses.
6. It is a peril to the Church of England, because were this formula
enacted the Establishment of the Church of England would then be
the sole barrier erected by the proposed Declaration between Rome
and the Throne. Consequently the Romanists would join in the cry.
for Disestablishment with which, until now, they have had little
sympathy.
7. It is unwise, because the withdrawal of repudiation of Papal
Dispensation and Mental Reservation seems to imply that these do not
constitute a formidable and present danger.
8. It fails as a protest, seeing that Romanism, while denying no
portion of the " Three Creeds," makes void the Word of God through
its traditions. No mere affirmation of positive belief could suffice to
exclude a Romanist from the Throne without an explicit rejection of
the spurious additions which are popularly known as " Popery."
For these and other weighty reasons the Council calls upon all loyal
Protestants, irrespective of party politics or of denominational differences, energetically to oppose in every lawful manner to the utmost of
their power this attempt to destroy tins most effective safeguard of
the Protestant Succession.
ALEX. W. COBHAM, Chairman.
All who are in sympathy with the endeavour of the Church Association to maintain the Protestant Succession to the Throne are requested
to send their contributions and to write for literature and information
to
HENRY MILLER, Secretary.
CHuRCH ASSOCIATION,
BUCKINGHAM STREET,
LONDON, 30th J"ne,

13 and 14,

w.e.
1910.

THE WORLD MISSIONARY CONFERENCE.-This Conference was held
in Edinburgh at the end of June. It was of a mixed character. From
the very first we felt that the organizers seemed to have ignored the
important Bible principle suggested by the Apostle when he says,

•
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"What communion hath light with darkness 1" Nonconformists,
Evangelicals, Ritualists, and Broad Churchmen united together to
set forward the work of foreign missions. Can any real good come
from such compromising gatherings 1 Father Frere of Mirfield, Father
Kelly of Kelham, the Bishops of Birmingham and Southwark, and the
Dean of Westminster were there, along with leading members of the
C.M.S. The Bishop of Southwark spoke of "the Anglican Communion" "as standing between the Roman and the Protestant World."
Thus he repudiated the Protestant character of the Church of England.
He further said, " If they were to reach unity, the unity must comprehend the great Communion of Rome as well as the great Church of
the East."
Bishop Montgomery, of the S.P.G., said, "We are
Anglicans first and Protestants in part." The Bishop of Southwark
further said that " Perhaps the spirit 0/ unity may bring to the next
Conference representatives 0/ the Roman Communion." This is doubtless
what we are coming to. The old antagonism to Rome is dying out.
Is it seemly for Evangelicals to take part in gatherings of this kind 1
We are glad to note that one American speaker had the courage to say,
" It never occurs to us to apologize for the Reformation."
BISHOP WELLDON AND THE POSITION OF BISHOPs.-On Friday,
June 24th, three Bishops were consecrated in Westminster Abbey.
The Dean of Manchester (Bishop Welldon) preached the sermon. The
Standard for June 25th describes it as a "striking sermon." Judging
from the extract given in that paper, no layman, even if he be a member
of the Representative Church Council, must presume to criticize the
action of the bishops. We print the extract for the information of our
readers :I'! ~~
" Bishop Welldon, in the course of his sermon, said that there were
clergymen who loudly asserted only the other day, in reference to the
last Education Bill, that the Bishops were the representatives of the
clergy, members of Parliament, so to say, for clerical constituencies,
and, so far from possessing a title to the independent exercise of their
own judgment in ecclesiastical affairs, they were guilty of something
like a breach of trust if they did not vote as the majority of the clergy
might wish them to vote. But the Bishops were not elected delegates.
They were not the representatives of the clergy, they were the leaders
of the clergy. Upon them rested no responsibility for expressing the
will of the clergy, but a heavy responsibility was upon the clergy if
they refused to follow the gnidance of the Bishops. The demand that
Bishops should speak not their own minds, but the minds of clergy and
laity, or both together, was inconsistent with ecclesiastical usage, and
he thought he might say, with Christian humility. Still stranger, still
more alien, if possible, from the principle and practice of the early
Church, was the conduct of any layman who should presume to lecture
the Bishops in the Representative Church Council, or elsewhere, upon
their duty to the Church-as if the Bishops, and still more the Arch-
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bishops, were not burdened night and day with the consciousness of
that duty-and who ventured to issue from the offices of some selfconstituted society edicts prescribing what it was that in matters of
doctrine the episcopate ol,lght to do. The safety of the Church lay in
reversion to the methods of the primitive Church-the government
not of individual Bishops, but of the collective episcopate."
SIR EDwARD CLARKE AND THE BrsHops.-Evidently the views of
Sir Edward Clarke and Bishop Welldon do not coincide, if we may
judge from the following cutting from the Standard of Saturday, July
2ncl:-

"The annual meeting of the National Church League was held
yesterday afternoon at the Church House, Westminster. Sir Edward
Clarke, K.C., moved: 'That this meeting affirms the right of all
Englishmen to have the public services of the Church conducted according to the law and doctrine of the Church of England, and declares that
the allowance of practices therein which are avowedly illegal and tend
to the teaching of Romish doctrines constitutes a grave danger both to
Church and State.' It was, he hoped, a resolution which would be
proposed at meeting after meeting throughout the country, in order to
get the affirmation of the people of England that they were determined
to have their rights preserved. It was a monstrous tiring that to-day,
with the knowledge, the tolerance, and with the pennission of the
Bishops of the Church of England, there should be numbers of parish
churches into which a Protestant Churchman could not go without
feeling himself outraged by the appearance in the service of elements
altogether alien to the doctrine of the Church of England. Unless the
laity of the Church of England saved the Church from the Bishops, we
should drift on until there would be forces so strong for the disestahlishment and disendowment of the Church of England that they would be
unable to prevent the handing over of the property of the Church to
those between whom and Rome there was scarcely a technical difference
to-day. They were the outposts of the Church of Rome. Perhaps
things had gone too far already. The Dean of Canterbury seconded,
and the resolution was carried unanimously."
SPAIN A...'i'D THE VATICAN.-The following cutting from the Standard
of Thursday, July 7th, indicates the struggle which is now going on
between the civil power in Spain and the Vatican :" The Bishop of Madrid delivered a speech on the religious question
in the Senate yesterday. He began by ohserving that the phase
through which religious feeling in Spain was passing was most regrettahle, and he then went on to explain the position between the
Premier and the episcopate. The latter, he said, had been in negotiation with the Vatican before the Government opened pourparlers with
Rome, but from the moment the Cabinet had got into communication
with the Holy See the Bishops had kept silence, and did not speak until
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after the promulgation of the royal decrees on the subject of religious
orders and the interpretation of Article 11 of the Constitution. After
declaring that Senor Canalejas had assumed office under extraordinary
conditions, the Bishop sought to show that there were fewer religious
orders in Spain than in the majority of other countries, and he reviewed
from the juridical standpoint the two above-mentioned royal decrees,
one of which he believed to contain an infraction of the Constitution.
The Bishop opposed a monopoly of education by the State, and, in
conclusion, he urged Senor Canalejas to adopt a policy by which the
country would benefit from every point of view.
" Senor Canalejas in reply said: 'I am going to speak definitely. I
shall see if I succeed in making myself understood by the victims of
the errors of those who thought, on seeing me assume power, that I
was going to change my ideas and not redeem my pledges' (' Hear,
hear' from the Ministerial benches.) 'We shall see,' he continued,
, whether this question is to be settled in peace and concord, or whether
the Government are to settle it alone by virtue of their strength and
energy (Ministerial cheers). The Government will never tolerate the
exercise of pressure on their policy, nor will they permit the power of
the Church to exceed that of the State (renewed cheers). The religious
element is invading a domain where it has no concern.' The Premier
proceeded to reiterate the policy of the Government, declaring that
religious congregations fulfilling the requirements of the law would be
registered, and those which simply took shelter under the modus
vivendi would be punished. He maintained emphatically that he
was not violating either the Concordat or the Constitution. 'Thereare moments in life,' said Senor Canalejas, 'when it is necessary to
take a decisive step. This moment is come for Spain; we must
therefore take it (cheers). There are those who desire my fall and the
accession to power of the Conservatives. What matter! Sooner or
later Spain must take this decisive step. We ought to be staunch
Catholics, but at the same tjrne men of the present day, unprejudiced
and conciliatory.' "

ilteniewf3 anlJ jjl,otICef3 of 1500kf3.
BABYLON; OR, THE DIVINE FOREVIEW OF THE RISE, REIGN, AND
DESTINY OF THE CHURCH OF ROME. By ALBERT CLOSE, with an
Introduction by the Rev. ALEXANDER ROBERTSON, D.D., of
Venice. 144 pp. (Marshall Brothers, Ltd., publishers, London
and Edinburgh.)
This is a well-arranged sketch of the history, reign, and doom of the
Papal system-a clever and discriminating digest of Dr. Gninness'
five great works on the Mystery of Iniquity. We accord the author
high praise for his labours, which place Dr. Guinness' comprehensive
volumes in a readable, compact, and cheap form.

