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THIS HOPE!
" EvP!TY man that ha-th this hope in Him, purifieth himself, even as
He is pure."-l JOHN iii. 3.

ALL Divine truth is in its gracious effects sanctifying and edifying.
For this blessed object the LORD JESUS prayed, on behalf of His
disciples, "Sanctify them through Thy truth: Thy Word is
truth" (John xvii. 17). He wills to have a people ready and waiting for Him at His coming. The plain teaching of the New Testament is this. His words-His last words before He left the world
to go to His FATHER-were precisely with this object, and we
delight to linger upon them as being at this moment unaltered and
unalterable-" Be ye also ready, for in such an hour as ye think
not, the SON of MAN cometh." He leaves a definite and hopeful
promise with His dear saints, and bids them to build implicitly
upon it.
pon His ascension into the heavens He sent the angels
down to cheer His waiting disciples, and to comfort their hearts
saying, !' This same JESUS, which is taken up from you into heaven,
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven"
(Acts i. 11). Thus, the attitude and the expectation of the bloodbought Church on earth are, according to His will and Word, to
look and to wait for Him as the coming SAVIOUR, and unto such as
by faith "look for Him, He shall appear the second time without
sin-or, apart from sin-unto salvation."
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Alas! many around us now exhibit few tokens of unrest
and weariness, but there are still some precious souls who "hope
for the morning "-the morning "without clouds." Our attitude
is distinctly that of faith and of hope for His promised appearing,
but we know not the day nor the hour of the blissful event. We
wait, with long patience, a patience which the holy Word even
designates the "patience of CHRIST." A dear servant of His, a
Minister of His Gospel, who is now happily at home with his LORD,
once wisely said, "I do not see my way in the details of unfulfilled
prophecy. I have been long reading the prophetic Word, but I am
unable to commit myself to any system, and I believe that those
who do will find by the event that GOD'S system and theirs may
difjer not a little. I would not willingly close my eyes to the teaching of any Scripture. I cannot close them to the great fact that
the coming of the LORD is the burden of prophecy, the mighty
event held out to our expectation, and while we are looking for His
appearing, we are prepared for whatever may come. If I am
thrown off this, I am cast off my true waiting position." We
prayerfully, and humbly, desire for ourselves to follow on these
lines, and to be found being "kept" by the grace of our GOD at
His appearing and His Kingdom. The heart that is thus " kept"
is in a safe and peaceable frame, and may rely on the upholding
faithfulness of his Covenant-keeping GOD.. Such a heart is subject
to His sovereign will and pleasure, and delights in His secret counsels and designs as they are revealed by the SPIRIT and the Word.
Our present lot is expressed in that short, inspired Scripture,
"strangers and pilgrims on the earth" (Heb. xi. 13). But the
inspiration of the sure Hope is enough-" till He come."
" HOPE of our hearts, 0 LORD, appear!
Thou glorious Star of day!
Shine forth and chase the dreary night,
With all our tears away.
" Strangers on earth, we wait for Thee;
Oh, leave the FATHER'S Throne,
Come with a shout of victory, LORD,
And claim us as Thine own!
" Oh! bid the bright archangel now,
The trump of GOD prepare,

The Gospel Magazine

451

To call Thy saints-the quick-the dead,
To meet Thee in the air.
" No resting-place we seek on earth,
No loveliness we see;
Our eye is on the royal crown,
Prepared for us and Thee.
" But, dearest LORD! however bright
That crown of joy above,
What is it to the brighter hope
Of dwelling in Thy love!
" What to the joy, the deeper joy,
Unmingled, pure, and free,
Of union with our living Head,
Of fellowship with Thee ~
;, This joy e'en now on earth is ours,
But only, LORD, above
Our hearts without a pang shall know
The fulness of Thy love.
" There near Thy heart, upon the throne
Thy ransomed Bride shall see
What grace was in the bleeding LAMB,
Who died to make her free."
The Second Coming of our blessed REDEEMER is as surely fixed
an event as was His first gracious Advent for the supreme purpose
of redemption. He returns from heaven for His blood·bought
people, all, and each in particular. As at the typical deliverance
of ABRAHAM'S seed out of Egypt it was Divinely ordained that not
80 much as " a hoof" was to be " left behind" (Exod. x. 26), so
when the infinitely more glorious, because eternal, redemption is
celebrated, it will be complete and altogether in accordance with
the smallest detail of JEHOVAH'S royal counsels.
The Pilgrimage will be ended. The toils and temptations of the
way will all then lie in the everlasting background, and be the victo·
rious hallelujahs of the ransomed. We wait in hallowed confidence
for the dawn of the promised Day. The saints may just now, in
the eye and estimation of a godless world, be waiting for a chimeraa fancy, a delusion, and a deception, but they themselves assuredly,
know Wlwm they have believed, Whose promises are all eternally
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sealed and attested, and which cannot be broken-or even delayedby the will or wit, or power, of man or Satan. " Thanks be to GOD,
which giveth us the victory through our LORD JESUS CHRIST"
(1 Cor. xv. 57).
Oh, let us, brethren, seek to live continually in the confidence of
this most certain, this glorious event-for which the LORD JESUS
in yonder Glory is " patiently waiting."
" HE will come, He will come, in glory!
With clouds of golden light,
And a burst of radiant splendour
Before our startled sight.
One moment, the earth in darkness,
Or in tranquil mid-day calm;
One instant, and hearts shall be smitten
With deadly wild alarm.
" He shall come, He shall come! the BRIDEGROOM,
To claim His waiting Bride;
And the. peal of His mighty trumpet
Shall herald Him far and wide.
No eye that shall not see Him
In that sudden lightning-glare;
.. No ear that shall not hear Him
In that awful trumpet-blare.
" He shall come in glorious beauty,
Unveiled to human eyes;
And many a fainting heart shall spring
In sudden sweet surprise.
One glance through the dazzling air,
One glimpse of the MASTER'S face,
Then into His own fair image changed,
Caught up to the Heavenly place.
" He cometh! the BRIDEGROOM cometh !
Behold, the Day draws nigh,
When CHRIST shall appear in glory,
And be seen by every eye.
He comes in the clouds of Heaven:
o children of the KING,
Have ye learnt to watch, and wait, and long
For the glory He shall bring 1 "
Olijton, Bristol.
THE EDITOR.
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BELOVED, CHOSEN, CALLED.
" But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren
beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen
you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of
the truth."-2 TRESS. ii. 13, 14.

WE have here an apostolic thanksgiving to God for the rich and
unspeakable blessings with which God had favoured His people at
Thessalonica. "We are bound to give thanks alway to God for
you, brethren." The Thessalonian saints had been the subjects of
God's distinguishing grace and favour. They were "beloved of
the Lord," " chosen to salvation," and they had been" called . . .
to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ."
In marked and striking contrast to the believers at Thessalonica,
the Apostle mentions the case of those who would come under the
influence of the" man of sin." Such he describes as "them that
perish," those who" received not the love of the truth, that they
might be saved," those who" should believe a lie," and as those
who" believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness."
Oh, how blessed indeed is our portion, if, through the exceeding
riches of God's grace, we belong to the former of these two classes!
How we should praise God if we can say, "We are not of them who
draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving
of the soul" (Heb. x. 39).
"Happy they who trust in Jesus,
Sweet their portion is and sure:
'When the foe on others seizes,
He will keep His own secure;
Happy people!
Happy, though despised and poor."
The Apostle gave thanks to God on behalf of others who were.
thus happy, and is it not meet, if we are amongst the beloved and
chosen people of God, that we should give thanks on behalf of
ourselves .~ Yes, indeed, we are bound to give thanks "always
for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord
Jesus." "For of Him, and through Him, and to Him, are all
things: to Whom be glory for ever" (Ephes. v. 20; Rom. xi. 36).
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The blessings of which the Apostle speaks are blessings which
appertain to all the people of God in every age.
First, we are assured that God's people are" beloved of the Lord."
That is, they are beloved of the Lord Jesus. It is true that they
are beloved of the Father. They are" the elect of God, holy and
beloved." It is true, also, that they are beloved of the Holy Ghost.
But here our attention is specially drawn to the love of the Lord
Jesus for His people.
That love is eternal in its duration. It is comparable to the
Father's love to the Son, and that love dates from eternity. " Thou
lovedst Me before the foundation of the world." Such is the love
of the Father for His "Beloved Son," and the Lord Jesus says to
His people, " As the Father hath loved Me, so have I loved you"
(John xv. 9). Children of God, the Lord Jesus has loved you from
eternity. You have been on His heart from before times eternal,
and He loves you still, and will continue to love you to the end.
YOll can say, "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ ~ "
Again, the love of the Lord Jesus for His people was such that He
laid down His life for them. " Greater love hath no man than this,
that a man lay down his life for his friends. " Yet such was the
love of Christ to His people. "Christ... loved the Church and
gave Himself for it;. that He might sanctify and cleanse it with
the washing of water by the Word, that He might present it to
Himself a glorious Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such
thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish." Yes, He
" loved me and gave Himself for me."
"He saw me ruined in the fall,
Yet loved me, notwithstanding all;
He saved me from my lost estateHis lovingkindness, oh! how great! "
Further, His love was such that He washed us from our sins.
By nature God's people were defiled with sin, and when they
became aware of the plague of their own hearts, they were obliged
to cry out, "Unclean, unclean." But the Lord Jesus, their Surety,
put away their sins by the sacrifice of Himself, and by His atoning
death He hath secured for them the forgiveness of all their sins.
" The blood of Jesus Christ . . . cleanseth us from all sin." Hence,
they can say, "Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our
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sins in His own blood . . . to Him be glory and dominion for ever
and ever. Amen." Truly, then, they are" beloved of the Lord."
Do you realize this sufficiently, dear Christian readers ~ Do you
draw comfort from it ~ The Lord loves you. You may not be
thought much of by men, you may be little in your own eyes and in
the eyes of those around you, yet you are " beloved of the Lord."
And if so, surely there is no needful blessing which He will not
bestow upon you. There can be no conceivable trial during which
He will not tenderly care for you.
"This love shall make us ever blest,
And guide us to the realms of rest,
Where Jesus reigns on high;
In this great love we place our trust,
And in its praises sing we must
At last above the sky."
Secondly, we are assured that God's people are clwsen of God.
Here is another blessed assurance. " God hath from the beginning
chosen you to salvation." The Apostle assures the Thessalonian
believers of this truth for their comfort. The evidences of God's
electing love were clear and manifest. They were distinguished
for their" work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope
in our Lord Jesus Christ." The Apostle was therefore in no doubt
that they were chosen of God: "We give thanks to God . . .
making mention of you in our prayers . . . knowing, brethren
beloved, your election of God" (1 Thess. i. 2-4). Why did God
choose them ~ Not because there was anything good in them. He
chose them doubtless for the same reason as He chose His ancient
people. " Because He loved thy fathers, therefore He chose their
seed after them, and brought thee out in His sight with His mighty
power out of Egypt" (Deut. iv. 37). Yes, His love for them,
despite their unworthiness, led Him to choose them. "I have
loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness
have I drawn thee." He" hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace."
Notice that God's people were chosen from the beginning.
That is, they were chosen from everlasting. The expression
may be explained by the eighth of Proverbs and the twenty-first
verse. There, the Lord Jesus says: "I was set up from everlasting,
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from the beginning, or ever the earth was." And the Apostle
says: "He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the
world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in
love" (Eph. i. 4).
From everlasting, then, He has chosen us. Before the stars began
to shine we were the objects of His love. Dear fellow-believers,
do not be afraid to delight in this thought. It is God's word to your
soul. All your present blessedness and all your future glory are
the outcome-the blessed outcome-<lf His eternal choice.
"Before the Almighty power began
To form the wondrous frame of man;
Before He hung the lights on high,
And made them sparkle in the sky;
Before He gave the mountains birth,
Or shaped the yet unfounded earth,
God all His raIisomed people knew,
And in His love He chose them too."
Next, observe that God's people were chosen unto salvation.
This was the great end for which He chose them. It was His
eternal. design that they should be " saved in the Lord with an everlasting salvation." To this end He raised up " an horn of salvation
for us in the 'house of His servant Da,id." For this reason the
Gospel is "the power of God unto salvation to everyone that
believeth." To this end the Scriptures were written that men
might become "wise unto salvation through faith, which is in
Christ Jesus." To this end Christ " shall appear the second time
without sin unto salvation." And meanwhile those who have
this gracious design at heart, and desire to be humble instruments
in bringing it about, are ready" to endure all things for the elect's
sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ
Jesus with eternal glory" (2 Tim. ii. 10).
Take courage, then, ye people of God, "for God hath not
appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus
Christ, Who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should
live together with Him " (I Thess. v. 9, 10).
Again, God's people were chosen "th"ough sanctification of the
Spirit and belief of the truth." Those who are chosen are chosen" in
sanctification of the Spirit" (see the Greek), chosen so as to be
sanctified by the Spirit, and so as to believe the truth of the Gospel.
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Their sanctification is the outcome, not the cause of their election.
And as their electicn to salvation took place in eternity, so their
sanctification is sure to take place in time. Having been chosen,
they will be quickened and regenerated by God's Spirit working in
due season; they will be awakened to a sense of their sins by the
convicting power of the Spirit; they will believe the truth of the
Gospel through the illuminating teaching of the Holy Ghost; and,
resting by faith on the finished work of their Divine Surety, they
will be justified freely by God's grace through the redemption that
is in Christ Jesus. Moreover, the Spirit of God takes up His abode
in their hearts, and, by His continuous sanctifying operations He
enables them to "walk religiously in good works," and to bring
forth " the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ unto
the glory and praise of God." Thus" the doctrine of election is
no licentious doctrine, since it provides for and secures true and
real holiness" (Dr. Gill). All the chosen are eventually washed,
sanctified, and justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the
Spirit of our God, and they manifest by their walk and conversation
that they are the sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty.
Finally, we are assured that God's people are Divinely called.
" Whereunto He called you by (through) our Gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ." The call here is that
effectual call so frequently referred to in the epistles. " Whom He
did predestinate, them He also called: and whom He called, them
He also justified: and whom He justified, them He also glorified."
It is a call which comes to the sinner through the Gospel. The
Apostle calls the Gospel" our Gospel," because it was intrusted to
him, not that his Gospel differed from the Gospel preached by the
other Apostles. 'When he preached the Gospel to the Thessalouians,
it came to them" not in word only, but also i.n power, and in the
Holy Ghost, and in much assurance," the result being that they
" turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to
wait for His Son from heaven, Whom He raised from the dead."
Thus they were called" out of darkness into His marvellous light."
The issue of this Divine call is "the obtaining of the glory of our
Lord Jesus Christ." That, dear Christian readers, is our predestined portion. It is His purpose that we shall behold His glory
(John xvii. 24). It is His purpose that we shall" appear with Him
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in glory." He says: "The glory which Thou gavest Me I have
given them" (John xvii. 22). What a prospect thus lies before us!
What a future of glory and blessedness! What reason we have to
" rejoice in hope of the glory of God! "
Let us, then, comfort one another with these words. We are
" beloved of the Lord," " chosen unto salvation," "called . . . to
the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ." May we show
forth our gratitude and praise by living not unto ourselves, but
unto Him Who died for us and rose again.

Bath.

THOMAS HOUGHTON.

THE more any man knows of himself, the greater reason will he have
to seek the harvest of his joys in God; and seeking by faith he will
find them.-Romaine.
"THIS people," saith the prophet J eremy, "hath committed two
evils." What are they 1 "They have forsaken Me, the fountain of
living waters, and have digged to themselves cisterns, broken cisterns
that will hold no water." What is that fountain of living waters 1
Christ is the fountain of peace and life; and men forsake that peace
that is to be had in Christ when they would have peace out of righteous·
ness of their own, out of their great enlargements, out of humiliations.
These are broken cisterns, and what peace is there in them 1 Is there
not sinfulneS8 in them 1 Who can say, I have washed my hands 1
If there be sinfulness in them, where then is their peace 1 Sin speaks
nothing but war to the soul. Let me tell you, beloved, you that look
for peace from the subduing of your sins, what peace can it afford you
in case there be any defects of subduing your sins 1 There can be no
peace. Suppose God had nothing in the world to charge upon you,
but only that sinfulness in the very subduing of yonr corruptions,
what peace could you have 1 What could God find in us 1 Suppose
your eyes were enlightened to see yourselves, how much filthiness there
is in all your wrestlings, I say, how much defects and infirmities might
you see 1 Could you choose but fall foul upon your own spirits for
those infirmities and defects of your best performances, seeing the
wages of sin is death 1 What can you run to, then 1 None but Christ,
none but Christ. While your acts in respect of filthiness proclaim
nothing but war, Christ alone, and His blood proclaim nothing but
peace. Therefore I give you this hint by the way, when I speak of
the power of Christ subduing sin, because from the power of it in men,
they are apt to think their peace depends upon this subduing of sin. If
their sins be subdued, then they may have peace; if they cannot be
subdued, then no peace. Fetch peace where it is to be had; let Christ
have that which is His due: it is He alone that speaks peace.-From
" Christ the Only Way," by Dr. Crisp.
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¥ilgrim lIJaptts.
WELLSPRINGS.
" The voWe of rejoicing and salvation is in the taOernaeles of the righteous:
the right hand of the Lord doeth valiantly. The right hand of the
Lord is exalted: the right hand of the Lord doeth valiantly."PSALM cxviii. 15, 16.

LUTHER was wont to say that there were three things which he " durst
not think of without Christ,"-of his sins, of death, of judgment. And
in the consideration of the passage before us, whilst we would declare
the right hand of Jehovah as evidenced in His mighty power, we cannot
speak of that power except as joined to pity for His redeemed sons and
daughters
It was of the right hand of redemption that Moses and the children
of Israel sang, after their miraculous passage through the Red Sea:
"Thy right hand, 0 Lord, is become glorious in power: Thy right
hand, 0 Lord, hath dashed in pieces the enemy" (Exod. xv. 6). The
same right hand became glorious in victory, as sang the Psalmist: "0
sing unto the Lord a new song; for He hath done marvellous things:
His right hand, and His holy arm, hath gotten Him the victory."
God's salvation of every elect vessel of mercy is accomplished by the
Son of His right hand, "Whom He hath made strong for Himself."
Hence the cry of David: "Shew Thy marvellous lovingkindness, 0
Thou that savest by Thy right hand." It is that same" right hand"
which" hath holden me up "; the right hand of Him of Whom the
Psalmist elsewhere declares, "Now know I that the Lord saveth His
anointed; He will hear Him from His holy heaven, with the saving
strength of His right hand." And the same right hand of redemptive
power which purchased the people of His choice (Ps. L"<xviii. 54),
planted them (Ps. Ix.."<x. 15), upholds them (Ps. lxiii. 8, and lxxiii. 23),
is " full of righteousness" (Ps. xlviii. 10).
It is impossible to quote the many Scriptures setting forth the
greatness of God's right hand. Let the reader follow them up for
himself, and may his meditation on them be profitable, and may a
precious Christ be exalted in his experience, as he views his salvation
from first to last placed in the precious Mediator's hand, and knows
that he can never be dislodged from his place of security. " Neither
shall any man pluck them out of J\'Iy hand," declared tl;1e great SaviourShepherd; and as though to set forth the double security of His
sheep, He adds, " And no man is able to pluck them out of My Father's
hand. I and My Father are one."
It may be that some reader is just now in a dark place, that faith is
at a low ebb, and that the tide of unbelief has set in upon the soul. He
sees not his evidences; his" soul is much discouraged because of the
way." The arch-enemy is taking advantage of his weakness, and the
heavenly traveller pursues his journey in the dark. Has any dear
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reader of these pages got as low as did Asaph when he cried, " Will the
Lord cast off for ever 1 and will He be favourable no more 1 Is His
mercy clean gone for ever 1 Doth His promise fail for evermore 1
Hath God forgotten to be gracious 1 Hath He i~ anger shut up His
tender mercies 1 Selah" 1 You see, the Psalmist did not get beyond
questioning the matter in his own soul-" Haih God 1" He could not
say, He hath! The living principle of faith within him resolved itself
into the conclusion, which being Divinely wrought must culminate in
Divine deliverance: "And I said, This is my infirmity: but I will
remember the years of the right hand of the most High." Gracious
faith, even at the lowest moment, lays hold upon the truth of Him Who
cannot go back from His wfrrd; Who will complete what He begins;
Who" will perfect that which concerneth" everyone of His bloodbought sheep; because He has sworn once in His holiness, and He
cannot lie.
And daily do we get fresh proofs of the glory, the strength, the highness, the valiant doing of His right hand. It is His hand which holds
us, saves us, embraces us. It is the right hand of Jehovah's righteous·
ness. "The Lord hath sworn by His right hand, and by the arm of
His strength." He has entrusted all the work to Jesus, and it is well!
Jesus has accomplished redemption's scheme. He has" finished the
work" His Father gave Him to do. He has brought in an everlasting
·righteousness, has paid the penalty due to curse-laden sinners, and has
set the guilty free. And He is now at His Father's right hand making
intercession for us; waiting until the last ransomed sinner shall have
been gathered out, and gathered to Him in the heavenly places where
there" is fulness of joy and pleasures for evermore."
Such is the glorious provision that J ehovah the Father made for the
necessity of the Church of Christ. Amid the rubbish of the Fall in
Adam, her federal head, she was utterly lost, nor could she recover
herself and return to God. That could be accomplished only by
Divine power. So in the fulness of time Christ came, in the likeness
of sinful flesh, to redeem His people from under the law; to wash,
sanctify, cleanse, and present to Himself "a glorious Church, not
having spot nor wrinkle nor any such thing." Now, having redeemed
her and having become responsible for her, He undertakes her cause,
and the Father accepts her for Jesus' sake.
"Glory and grace to them He gives,

For whom He gave His Son;
And God must cease from being love,
Ere He can hate His own."
Even from the lowest depths, the right hand of the Lord can raise
His Church. Is any member of this mystical Church under the oppression of the enemy 1 The right hand of the Lord can be lifted for his
deliverance. Is he going down to the pit of corruption 1 The right
hand of the Lord can bring him up thence. Is he overthrown by the
assaults of the arch-enemy 1 The right hand of the Lord has under-
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taken to thrust out every enemy and destroy them. Is he overtaken
by fear and beset by unbelief ~ The right hand of the Lord can hold
him up and speak the calming words, "Fear not." And when he is
called to tread the valley of the shadow of death, the right hand of the
Lord guides and cheers, and ushers His dying saint into the glory of
Immanuel's Land.
Oh! it needs Omnipotence-a strong God-a strong Deliverer-to
save and keep rebel-hearted sinners. But such is He Who stood in the
gap, and paid the ransom, and undertook the work of salvation for
those who could not help themselves. ""'hen we were yet without
strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly." And the same
Almighty power is put forth daily on our behalf to pluck us from
danger, to save us from falling, to keep our feet, and bring us all the
way Home to God. That is the office of the Captain of Ou!" salvation.
"He brought me forth also into a large place: He delivered me, because
He delighted in me." He brings" through fire and water" into" a
wealthy place." He brings down in humbleness of heart to His feet,
and the same hand exalts in due season. Such is the strong, the mighty
hand of Ou!" God. Well may" the voice of rejoicing and salvation"
be heard" in the tabernacles of the righteous: the right hand of the
Lord doeth valiantly. The right hand of the Lord is exalted: the
right hand of the Lord doeth valiantly." The writer's attention was
once drawn to the Prayer-Book rendering of this verse, namely: "The
right hand of the Lord hath the pre-eminence; the right hand of the
Lord bringeth mighty things to pass."
If your soul can testify to these truths, beloved reader; if you desire
that in all things He shall have the pre-eminence; if you have in any
measure proved few or many of the Lord's right-hand mercies, deliverances, blessings, pardons, preservation, and perseverance, glory by
grace in your hope and calling and inheritance. "Having begun the
good work in you," He is pledged to "perform it unto the day of
Jesus Christ." He is now at the Father's right hand. He is seated,
the mighty Victor. He has heard His Father's well-pleased voice,
" Sit Thou at rvly right hand, until I make Thy foes Thy footstool."
It was to Jesus, the Son of His love, that He committed " all power
in heaven and in earth"; to Jesus, the Divine Man, the Gracious
Healer, Who when on earth had but to stretch forth His hand and
touch the sick and they were made whole. That hand has lost none
of its efficacious power. It is still working on behalf of those who
" have no might," increasing strength where weakness and impotence
is a need felt and confessed. And His people love to have it so; that
in all their poverty, helplessness, and weakness the hand of their Jesus
should have the pre-eminence, and work all the work of a mighty, a
kingly, a glorious salvation on their behalf.
"This tried Almighty Hand
Is raised for their defence;
Where is the power can reach them there?
. Or what can force them thence?"
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truly sang Doddridge; and do not God's children ever delight to sing
with the immortal Toplady"A Sovereign Protector I have,
Unseen, yet for ever at hand,

Unchangeably faithful to save,
Almighty to rule and command;
He smiles, and my comforts abound,
His grace as the dew shall descend,
And walls of salvation surround
The souls He delights to defend."
Thus His pilgrim saints journey on; guarded, guided, upheld by
their Covenant God, and hidden in the hollow of His hand. There
they may smile at every storm and answer every foe, and sing redemption's song of "rejoicing and salvation." He that" laid His right
hand" upon the beloved John, saying unto him, "Fear not; I am
the first and the last: I am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold,
I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death,"
is " this same Jesus" to-day; and that right hand is laid upon all His
blood-bought ones to keep them, preserve them, and hold them fast;
nor will He ever let them go, though their enemies without and within
be strong and many.
And as in the history of God's ancient people, so is it spiritually true
of every tried and harassed child of God all along the ages: ,., But the
Amorites would dwell in Mount Heres in Aijalon, and in Shaalbim :
yet the hand 0/ the house of. J oseph prevailed, so that they became tributaries." The hand of our Almighty J oseph will and must prevail, and
that valiantly and all-victorionsly.
R.
GOD glorifies us with His rich graces from heaven, that we may
glorify Him in our lives and conversations on earth, till He brings us to
heaven. He says of all His justified ones-" This people have I
formed for Myself; they shall show forth My praise."-W. Mason.
BUT we will come again to this Valley of Humiliation. It is the best
and most useful piece of ground in all these parts. It is fat ground,
and as you see, consisteth much in meadows; and if a man was to
come here in the summer-time, as we do now, if he knew not anything
before thereof, and if he also delighted himself in the sight of his eyes,
he might see that that would be delightful to him. Behold how green
this Valley is, also how beautified with lilies (Cant. ii. 1). I have
also known many labouring men that have got good estates in this
Valley of Humiliation (for God resisteth the proud, but gives more,
more grace unto the humble); for indeed it is a very fruitful soil,
and doth bring forth by handfuls. Some also have wished that the
next way to their Father's house were here, that they might be troubled
no more with either hills or mountains to go over; but the way is the
way, and there is an end.-The Pilgrim's Progress.
,
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THE PORTRAlT.-THE LATE REV. J. W. GOWRING, RA.
FROM an age-faded photograph we reproduce in our pages a likeness
of the aforetime well:known and affectionately loved blind Clergyman,
the Rev. J. W. GOWRING, RA. The copy which appears as our
frontispiece we have for many years treasured in our album as a present
from our much-loved hrother and former hearer of the Word, Mr.
Henry Parker, of London. MR. GOWRING was a Wrangler of
Cambridge, a devoted servant of CHRIST, and a loving preacher of the
Word of salvation, displaying as an expositor remarkable gifts of
perspicacity in his treatment of the holy Word. His early ministry
was in association with the late Rev. Richard Hale, in the north, when
his powers of vision became seriously affected.
THE LORD then led his steps to the Metropolis, and he for many
years efficiently filled the appointments of Sunday Lecturer in the
Churches of St. John's, Horsleydown, and Cripplegate, City. He was
never beneficed.
He was a truly holy man, remarkably humble in character, and greatly
gifted and edifying in his powers of speech on Scriptural subjects. He
was a great friend of our beloved predecessor-Dr. Doudney-and we
have extracted from the writings of the latter some interesting proofs
of his fraternal relations to him. It was about the autumn of the
year 1861 that MR. GOWRlNG was elected Sunday Lecturer at the
Church in Bermondsey; and in Septemb,~r, 1865, he was appointed
to the historic post of Sunday Evening Lecturer in St. Giles's, Cripple·
gate. He kindly acted as President of our "Private Conference on
the Deep Things of God" which we established at Holloway when
Vicar of St. David's.
In the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for November I, 1864, Dr. Doudney wrote:" The receipt of a letter from our dear friend and brother in Christ,
the Rev. J. W. GOWRING, has given us considerable pain and regret on
his account; yet, at the same time, we have the fullest confidence that
the matter of which we are about to speak is of the Lord, and that the
Lord will not only stand by, but, in some marked, gracious, blessed
way, appear for His servant. Our quotation from the letter in question
will apprise our readers of the position in which our dear brother is at
present placed.
" It has long been to us a source of both surprise and regret that one
who has been labouring so assiduously in the ministry of the Church
of England for little less than thirty years should still be only a Curate ;
tha.t his stipend has never exceeded £100 per annum; and this not as
a matter of certainty, but dependent, in grea.t mBl'.sure, upon the freewill offerings of the people.
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" True it is that Mr. GOWRING has long laboured under the loss of
his natural sight; but this he lost in his Master's service. His eyesight
began to be di=ed whilst yet a diligent and persevering student at
Cambridge, seeking there to qualify himself for the examinations
which were to precede his taking his degree, and being ordained as a
clergyman of the Church of England. Finally, his sight failed him
when Curate to the Rev. Richard Hale, the respected and beloved
Vicar of Harewood. Upon leaving Harewood, he came to London;
and there, as our extract will presently show, he has ever since laboured
with an ardour, a perseverance, a self·denial, that exceeds everything
we ever witnessed. Mr. GOWRING is no loiterer, but really and truly a
labourer in his Master's vineyard. Although, as we have said, deprived
of sight, no one, from his appearance, would be aware of it: his large,
dark, full eye betrays no lack of vision; and such is the facility with
which he reads the embossed characters, that he conducts the entire
service of the Church with the most perfect ease; yea, even to the
administration of the Lord's Supper. To those who have never
witnessed Mr. GOWRING'S conducting the service, a sight of deep
interest is in reserve.
"That God's hand was singularly apparent in depriving Mr. GOWRING
of sight, is evident from the fact, that, soon after his appointment to
a curacy or sole charge in London, he was requested by the committee
to superintend the printing of the Bible for the blind. He had both
to prepare the copy and revise the proofs; this was a work of immense
importance, as well as of considerable labour. We leave our readers
to their own conclusions as to what would have been the effect had
the sacred text beer, tampered with, or in the least degree departed
from. It wanted a man of Mr. GOWRING'S known character for
soundness of doctrine and steadfastness of principle, to superintend
such a work. Again, under God, to Mr. GOWRING was dne the proposing and the carrying into execution of the printing of the
Prayer·book, in embossed characters, for the blind. We leave our
readers to .judge of the importance of this movement, and of the great
boon thus conferred upon those who may be called to suffer the wan t
of sight.
" But, in addition to this singular facility for public reading, God
has been pleased to endow Mr. GOWRING with an equally singular
retentive memory; insomuch that, when preaching, he will quote
Scripture with the utmost readiness and accuracy. What can be more
important than this, in these either Bible·disputing or Bible-despising
days 1 We have often thought, in regard to our dear brother, that
there seems to be scarcely a single portion of the sacred Word which he
has npt pondered upon and duly considered. In quoting a passage
you nllver seem to take him by surprise. He is acquainted with the
context, and has his thoughts upon the subject in readiness.
" We have said he is a labourer, and not a loiterer, in the vineyard.
Witness his upwards of twenty·one years' work in Kennington. In
addition to his regular full Sunday and Wednesday evening services
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there, he would take one service at an asylum and another service at
a police-station, besides a diligent visitation of the sick and the troubled.
No man is more ready to sympathize with the sorrowing than Mr.
GOWRING.
" For the last three years or thereabouts, in addition to his two full
Sunday services at Kennington, he has read prayers and lectured every
Sunday afternoon at St. John's Church, Horsleydown. Thus, from
his leaving his home soon after ten o'clock of a Sunday morning, he has
never returned, but been almost uninterruptedly engaged, until nine
0' clock at night. And all this the work of a blind clergyman-ever
ready and always happy in his Master's service.
" We know this is saying much, but it is not saying too much. We
write altogether without our brother's knowledge; and we feel that
we cannot, in common honesty, say hiss than we have said.
" A,s a man, Mr. GOWRING is one of the most cheerful and animated.
As it has been often said, if God sees fit to deprive of one gift, He
graciously bestows another; so is it in this case. Mr. GOWRING is
among the most agreeable of companions, and never so happy as when
conversing upon the best of all themes. We know of no man more
diligent, nor of any better calculated for a course of pastoral visitation.
" Before we quote from his letter, we will just add, that nothing would
afford us greater pleasure or satisfaction than the hearing of his appointment to some definite sphere of labour in the Lord's vineyard. Sure
we are that, if so appointed, he will be found a devoted, self-denying
servant of his Lord and Master.

"6, Somerset Place, Stockwell, S.,
Oct. 10th, 1864.
" , My DEAR FRIEND,--8ince you were here my dear wife has been
very ill, and previously to that I was myself very far from well, and in
fact was laid by the last Sunday in June; but this was the only Sunday
for nearly twenty years that I have been prevented by illness from
occupying my usual post. I should have written to you last week, but
we were at Brighton, and the change of air, through the Lord's mercy,
has certainly been bel).eficial to my dear wife's health. She had been
five Sundays away from Kennington, but yesterday week resumed
her place there; but it proved necessarily a very trying time to her,
as I had to give notice that my continuance there must cease after next
Christmas Day. Last Friday week I received notice from the new
Incumbent of Kennington, that, in consequence of proposed alterations
in the services of his parish, he would require the Schoolroom in Bolton
Street. The following was my answer to his letter :" , REVEREND SIR,-It is now more than twenty-one years since I
commenced my labours in the Gospel at Kennington, and this year
completes my seventeenth year in the Schoolroom at Bolton Street
I cannot therefore but feel somewhat deeply the prospect of a separation
from a place where the Lord has blessed the ministry He has committed
t(} my trust. However, I must necessarily abide by your decision,
30
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and therclfore conclude from your letter received last night, that
Christmas Day which is the last Sunday of the year, will be the last day
that I shall be permitted to preach Christ's Gospel to the flock to whom
I have ministered at Bolton Street Schoolroom."
" 'Within a few minutes after I received the letter, there was brought
to my mind these words from Exodus riv. 13, "Stand still, and see
the salvation of the Lord; speak to the people that they go forward."
I could not but receive them as a message from the Lord for present
comfort and guidance, and through the Lord's mercy I have thus far
been kept quiet, without any intimation whither or where I am to go
forward; and I desire to be kept without having a choice in the matter.
My text yesterday week in the morning was Romans i. 16-18; and in
the evening I took the above words from Exodus xiv. As I know that
you have always taken an interest and watched from the beginning the
progress of the work to which the Lord separated me at Kennington,
I have taken the earliest opportunity to let you know. I need not
ask you to remember me at the throne of grace, when it is well with you;
as I know that I am not forgotten by you. With our united Christian
love to you and yours, I remain,
, Your faithful friend and brother in the Lord Jesus,
'J. W. GOWRINO.' •
" NOTES OF A SERMON
" PREACHED AT BOLTON STREET, KENNINGTON, ON MARCH 13TH, 18640,
"BY THE REV. J. W. GOWRING.

"Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heatYy laden, and I W!11 give
you rest." -MATTHEW xi. 28.

THE gracious words of the Lord Jesus-part of the lively oracles of
God, not spoken only for the comfort of those to whom they were
addressed at first, but to form part of the inspired Word of Godaddressed in their fullest meaning to His living children, containing
also a great general truth. All men are born to labour-it is God's
appointment: "In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread." The
Apostle Paul, writing to the Thessalonians, discourages idleness; men
are not to be supported in idleness-each is to take his place, which
God has allotted him, and fulfil the duties of it. "Art thou called, being
a servant? care not for it." No man is born to be an idle citizen of
this world. There is often great weariness connected with the labour,
and to God's people perhaps more than to others, because they are
bidden to do heartily whatsoever they do. But even here God's
providential care has ordained that" the sleep of a labouring man is
sweet, whether he eat little or much." This is a natural truth, but
there underlies it a spiritual mystery; it is one of the dark sayings in
the Book of Proverbs; but those to whom God has given to know
tbe labour will know the sweetness of the rest He gives. But the
abundance of the rich often will not suffer them to sleep. In this
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labour there is often perple"ity, distress. The Lord says: "Them
that honour Me I will honour," and there are many instances-few
compared with the multitude of men, but very many instances-of ilis
hearing and answering the cry of those who, as yet, give no proof of
knowing ilim. There are no trifles with God; there is nothing so
small that we may not go to Him about-temporal mercies as well as
spiritual. He orders all things; the most minute, what seem to us the
most trifling; but they are all connected in the machinery, as it were,
of ilis providence. There is not a grain of dust blown along the road
but it is guided by His will and according to ilis good pleasure; no
waft of wind but what comes out of ilis treasuries. If it were possible
that one, even the smallest, event could happen, which He had not
foreseen and appointed, all might go wrong; that one small event,
even the turning of a straw, might be the check in the great course of
ilis providence. God hears not only the mourning of the dove, but
the cry of the raven. He giveth food to all flesh, for ilis mercy
endureth for ever. ilis tender mercies are over all His works; every
breath we breathe comes from Him. There is a pithy sentence of an
old divine, but a very important one-" They who wlttch God's
providence will never want a providence to watch." As illustrating
the general truth of my text, I would refer to the case of J ohnson, one
of the most remarkable missionaries tbat ever left this country; he
went ont to Sierra Leone. He was a Hanoverian, settled in England,
where he got work, and livcd in utter disregard of God and His day.
Work failing, and being reduced to perfect destitution, he was one
morning rolling on his bed in agony, when there came to his memory
a text which had probably never crossed his mind since he was eight
years old, a child at school, and required by his master to repeat some
sentence from the Sunday's sermon. He repeated, " Call upon Me in
the day of trouble; I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me."
Scolded by the master for repeating a text, rather than a passage of the
sermon, it made a transient impression; now in the hour of need it was
recalled. " If there is a God Who hears," said he, " I will ask ilim to
help me." The promise of work came that day-the next he went to
it; returning at the breakfast hour, not expecting any provision, he
found the table spread. This labour of his heart had led him to God:
he now sought Him ·for spiritual blessings, and found them. I have
often thought this a great encouragement to parents and instructors
to bring up children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. The
seed is sown in the portions of God's Word committed to memory;
the results may not be seen, not even in the parent's lifetime; it may
be, after many many years, it shall be found as bread cast upon the
waters, but it shall not return unto Him void.
But, in the fullest sense of these words, they are addressed by Jesus
to the little flock that gathered round Him, the babes to whom He
revealed them in His good pleasure. Our Lord, in John vi., says to
those who followed Him for the sake of the bread that perisheth,
"Labour not for the meat that perisheth, but for that meat which
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endureth unto everlasting life." The sinner is led to consider and
think upon such a verse as this-" If our Gospel be hid, it is hid to them
that are lost." His thoughts may be sometbing like this-" Hid!
What have I understood of the Gospel 1 what glad tidings has it been
to me 1 I have a soul which must be lost or saved in the Lord. What
shall it profit me if I gain the whole world and lose my own soul 1 "
He is in earnest-he labours-he attends God's house; but his very
prayers, having in them the wandering thought, the heart going after
every vanity, show him that he does not love God with his whole heart,
and soul, and strength. He fancies ·he makes some progress, but the
very sin he thought he was delivered from comes and enthrals him
again. "Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread,
and your labour for that which satisfieth not 1" The remoIistrance is
here not against the labour, but the sinIter is striving in a wrong way;
it is that which satisfieth not. "Hear what comfortable words our
Saviour Christ saith to all that truly turn to Him," as in our Co=union
Service: "Come unto ~fe, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and
I will refresh y.ou." "He satisfieth the desire of every living thing."
He is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we think or ask.
He is able to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him.
And to us who have long believed on Him, Jesus still says, "Come
unto Me "; "Fear not, little flock, it is your Father's good pleasure to
give you the ],;ngdom," and with it He will give you all things. We
may come to Him with everything-things we name not to our nearest
and dearest friend; in all our perplexity, in all our labour, when heavyladen, burdened with the conflict within. "When we would do good,
evil is present with us." Paul had known the Lord twenty years when
he wrote thus. Even ministers of the Gospel know what it is to be
heavy-laden-to go to their work as the horse in the mill. There may
be light shining on God's Word, and they may labour on under the
consciousness how infinitely below their subject they are--how far
short of the depths in it. Their language is, " 0 Lord, I am oppressed;
undertake for me." This is a hard lesson to learn, but a needful one,
to take away all confidence in the flesh. I shall never forget the power
with which the words of my text once came to me; nor are they to-day
of my own choosing. They flowed in after hard labour and weariness
in seeking for a portion of God's Word to address you from, and followed
those lines we have been singingCl

Other refuge have I none,

Hangs my help.less 80ul on Thee."
This is the lesson the Lord would have His people learn-to place
no trust in themselves; this is the true self-denial, not tbe world's
caricature of it-that is easy; but" If any man will come after Me,
let him deny himself." He will have us not look to our own labouring. When coldness and apathy creep over us in prayer, and the devil
tempts us to believe it is all of no' use-when walking in darkness and
having no bright shining, then let such trust in the name of the Lord,
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and stay upon their God; for" it is good that a man should both hope
and quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord." At tbe brightness
of His rising the thick clouds are dispersed. Yet the labour has not
-been lost; it has taught the heart that there is no help in self. It is " to
them that have no might He increaseth strength." His heart was
towards the Syro-Phamician woman all along: there is no unwilling,
no inattentive ear to hear us. Man may despise us-man did despise
the sinful woman who washed our Lord's feet with her tears; but it
is Jesus who says, " Come unto Me." And He says it in every trial,
in every trouble. He knew it all; it is His will that it should be so,
but He will be inquired of by the house of Israel; and He thus teaches
His people not to trust in themselves nor in man. It is painful for the
time, when all seems dark, and there is no bright shining, no comfort
even in parts of His Word that have been our joy-that Word unto His
servants, on which He has caused them to hope. But the Lord will
have His people trust in nothing short of Himself; thus patience
works hope. The poor woman in the Gospel had to wait many long
years. It seemed a hard case; she spent all her living on physicians,
and was nothing bettered; but what a blessed deliverance for her in
the end! So J oseph was long before he knew why things were working
so; but in the end he found that the Lord had been leading him right.
There may be many difficulties, many disappointments in the way; but
let us not be discouraged-let us press on, giving all diligence; though
faint, yet pursuing. The Lord will make us strong in Him, and in the
power of His might. Let us labour on, though there be weariness in
the labour. God is true; He says He will give us rest if we come to
Him. Jesus knows what it was to be weary: many a long day of
bitterness and anguish did He pass through in fulfilling the work the
Father gave Him to do. He was wearied (the same word as for labour
here) with His journey. Not with that alone. He had a work to do
that the world knew nothing of. He was wearied in it, but not 0/ it;
but He did not give np. He could say at last, " I have finished the
work which Thou gavest Me. to do "-the work of redemption, of which
He said at last, " It is finished;" that work by which we have rest in
Him-the pardon of our sins brought home to us by His Holy Spirit.
"Incline your ear, and come unto Me; hear, and your soul shall live."
I believe some of you can put your Amen to this-you can witness
that Christ is precious, that you have come unto Him, and He has given
you rest; and thus you are His witnesses to others, and made manifest
as the epistles of Christ, known and read of men as such.
I cannot dissociate from this rest the rest of the Sabbath, the day
that God has made for man, not to be spent in idleness or pleasure,
for it is not our own day: needful, indeed, in a natural sense, and
acknowledged to be so by those who do not take the Bible for their
guide. But," Man doth not live by bread alone, but by every word
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God." This is the day on which
we commemorate our Lord's resurrection from the dead-" The day
that the Lord hath made; we will rejoice, and be glad in it." This
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rejoicing is the best preservative from that sleepy devil that harasses
some of God's children in the house of God, and in private communion.
Even in the presence of the Lord we find the adversary resisting Joshua;
he is ever ready to hinder what is good, but" The Lord rebuke thee,
o Satan." The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak. Our Lord's
injunction is, "Watch and pray, lest ye enter into temptation."
!' Resist the devil, and he will flee from you." Peter, confident in
himself, had said, "I will never deny Thee;" but, though he forgot
Jesus, Jesus did not forget him. But if this is so with the Lord's
people, it is a grief, a burden to them; they are not content to have it so,
to fold their hands passively, and say with the sluggard, "A little
more sleep, a little more slumber." Take this burden to the Lord;
"Cast thy burden upon the Lord," and He shall deliver thee. "When
I would do good, evil is present with me." Often the smallest things
raffie the spirit most; great troubles press comparatively lightly, but
mere trifles are sometimes heavy burdens to us. There is nothing so
small but we may take it to Him Who careth for us. Those who have
never come to Jesus cannot understand this: they think it would be
presumption to imagine that the great God should take notice of such
little matters. But they do not know God; they judge of Him, not
by what the Bible or th~ experience of His people prove Him to be,
but by their own fancies. There is nothing small to Him. In the
greatest and most important circumstances of life, and in its most
minute details, we may in perplexity or difficulty go to Him. When
we foolishly think we can manage the trifling concerns ourselves, and
He for a time leaves us to our own wisdom, we soon find our need of
Him even in these.
If in anything you feel conscious that you are not acting to the honour
of your profession, go to Jesus with this burden; He will give you
strength, though your own labouring cannot attain to it. "Let us,
therefore, come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need." " Come unto Me, all
ye that labour and are heavy-laden, and I will give you rest."
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"THOU ART THE SAME." Thou glorious Mediator of the New
Covenant! "THE SAME yesterday, and to-day, and for ever!" The
same in merit, though we doubt and fear under sin's weight and guilt's
burden. The same in fulness, though we poor empty impoverished
creatures be not drawing from Thee. The same in power, although
our weakness occasion all kinds of trouble and dismay. The same in
faithfulness of promise, though we through unbelief doubt Thy every
word. The same in pity, though we "hardly deem" of Thee in the
time of tribulation. The same in love and speed to deliver, though in
our haste we count Thy delays as denials, and cry, " We shall not see
the Lord, even the Lord, in the land of the living." Oh, may the Holy
Spirit glorify Thee in us perpetually as "THE SAME."-Rev. A. J.
Baxter.
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Jhtts of ,Sttmonl5.
OF

A

SERMON

PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTOlf, RECTOR, AT
ST. MARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL, ON SUNDAY EVENING, JULY 7TH, 1912.

"{Thou, 0 God, didst send a plentiful rain, whereby Thou didst confirm
Thine inheritance, when it was weary." -PSALM \xviii. 9.

THIS precious Psalm, dear friends, reads almost like a chapter out of
the New Testament. It is sweetly rich in New Testament teaching
and we find on the Day of Pentecost allusion made to it. -" Thou
hast ascended on high, Thou hast led captivity captive. Thou hast
received gifts for men"; or," in the Man "-in Christ Who received
all gifts for His church-" yea, for the rebellious also, that the Lord
God might dwell among them" (v. 18). And that has been the language
of God's believing people ever since the Day of Pentecost. We take
up this Psalm and find our souls richly fed by the truths it contains
and sets forth in such clearness and Gospel simplicity.
We find in our text, in the first place, "Thou, 0 God, didst send
a plentiful rain." It is said it was sent, and in the margin we find a
different rendering, which is a very remarkable one, "Thou, 0 God,
didst shake out a plentiful rain "-as though out of His stores, His
Covenant supplies, He dealt this thing. He drew upon His ancient
treasury for His needy people. The same word is used in reference to
the wind in that mighty tempest on the sea in the day of J onah.
"The Lord sent out"-<>r cast forth-" a great wind into the sea,"
because of His servant who had disobeyed, and the" sea wrought and
was tempestuous." The shipmen, who were idolaters, cried out to Him,
and He heard them. How wonderful that in that short hour of storm, He
should open their hearts to receive the truth. They had done what they
could to spare J onah, not without cost to themselves; but J onah knew
that for his sake the great tempest was upon them, and he relied on God,
and did what he knew to be right. He was cast forth, and preserved in
a marvellous way by God's preparing a great fish to receive him. God
did wonderful things for His people of old, and there were a special
chosen few who marvelled at His proceedings. "Thou, 0 God, didst
send a plentiful rain, whereby Thou didst confirm Thine inheritance,
when it was weary." He cared for the necessities of His people in the
wilderness with a Covenant care, and wrought for them great deliverances day by day. Water accordingly was supplied to the children of
Israel throughout their wanderings from the rock, which was opened
at the beginmng of their journey (1 Cor. x. 4), and that water was
continued to them till the last year, when again they murmured in
lihe language of unbelief. God heard that language of His people, as
He still does. He visits with judgment not untempered with mercy_
God takes account of the minutest of the necessities of His people,
enters feelingly into those necessities, and opens His well-filled hand
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and supplies them with all manner of good things beyond their
fears and their faith. Have you not frequently found it so in your difficulties and straits which God has appointed for you? and that He
has given you a great deliverance and got great glory to His own Name?
Continue to meditate much on the ways of your God, and seek much
in prayer to be delivered from those unworthy doubts which so dishonour Him. "Lord, I believe; help Thou my unbelief," the one
who offered that prayer was helped by the Holy Ghost to thus make
request. "Increase our faith," also. Grant that we have a more
lively faith set upon Thy promises, all of which are Yea and Aman.
It is said here that by His dealings with His dear people He " confirmed," or "established," them-a weary people. It is when we are
weary enough that we are in a state of preparation for God's blessings,
which He knows how to bestow, and He surprises us with His goodness
and mercy. May we live more habitually and observantly upon the
surprising mercies of God. He often abundantly exceeds what He
has promised. He multiplies His mercy and makes it an overflowing
river. "For I have satiated the weary soul, and I have replenished
every sorrowful soul" (Jer. xxxi. 25). Let us increasingly seek to
live more entirely on the Lord's promises. If He make them suitable
to us, we may well expect the fulfilment of them. God cannot deny
Himself. He must be faithful to Himself in His every promise. He
must keep His word in every jot and tittle. Israel in the wilderness
gave Him great opportunity for the display of His mercies, and He
abundantly justified His promises. Let us turn to Isaiah I. 4: "The
Lord God hath given me the tongue of the learned, that I should know
.how to speak a word in season to him that is weary," and who knows
how to speak to weary ones as does the Lord Jesus Christ Who Himself was an illustration of weariness, as we see Him seated on Jacob's
well, weary and worn, humbly and patiently waiting.
We turn to St. John iv. for the inspired narrative of this event,
and read, " And He must needs go through Samaria." Let us pause on
that verse. What is the force arid meaning of that word" must" ?
It is not a geographical " must "-there were various roads mapped
out that could be taken, on this side and the other of the Jordan, but
the Lord Jesus had studied His goings, every footstep of them. He
knew the way He must take. His Father's counsel was His guide,
and His Father's will. He exalted that will and magnified it exceedingly, and He must needs go through Samaria in accotdance with
that will. There was no question of a shorter or more expeditious
way; this was the one and only way for Him on this occasion, and He
strictly followed it. He had a secret and perfect knowledge of His
Father's will, and He could say, " I do always those. things that please
Him," and so He went through Samaria, and came to a city called
Sychar, "near to the parcel of ground that J acob gave to his son
Joseph. Now Jacob's well was there." How marvellously the Holy
Ghost treasures up the history of the Church of the living God! He
knows the history of this parcel of ground, and now throws a flood of
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light on that particular place; and it was just -there, this particular
spot, that Jesus had sought out wearily, hour after hour, through the
heat of the day. He" therefore, being wearied with His journey,"
which had been probably twenty-two miles, "sat thus on the well."
How exactly the Holy Spirit takes note of the going out and coming in
. of the Man of Sorrows, Who was also acquainted with grief, and He
notes His condition in the Scripture of truth. Yes, the Holy Spirit
watched the motions of that blessed body which Jesus took unto
Himself. "A body hast Thou prepared Me "-a body subject to
infirmities, all sinless, but many and great, and all His. His strength
was limited according to the will of God. As God He was omnipotent,
as Man· He was subject to sinless infirmities, and one of them was loss
of strength. He had expended a measure of bodily strength on hours
of walking, probably about six-to get to this place-about twelve
o'clock, we are told, in the fulfilment of His Father's will. It is the
Holy Ghost Who tells us the cause of His weariness, and, you know,
I do humbly believe that Jesus was really weary. There ·has been no
weariness like that of Christ. None was ever weary as He was. Think
wall of that when you are weary, however greatly, that Jesus was
weary with real weariness as none of His people can be. We do not
often read of Jesus sitting down when He was about His Father's
work.
He had sent away His disciples-they went to buy food, and He
. sat there alone, yet not alone. He was living on His Father every
hour and every minute. He was always pleasing His Father. Oh,
the delight of the Man of Sorrows in knowing that His ways pleased
His Father in heaven, and there was no reward comparable to that for
Him. That was His consolation-that was always before Him all
the day long, day after day, as long as time, short of His sacrifice,
lasted. Even this weariness was, in His Father's cause and kingdom
and glory and purpose, well-pleasing. It was that that took away
the bitterness out of His cross, that He yet pleased His Fath~r in all
that He suffered. Lay stress on the" a1Jways." He was a perfect,
worthy servant. "Being wearied with His journey "-1 love the words
" His journey"-it gives such a personal character to all His circumstances; great and small. As you go on your journeys, think of Jesus.
See how tired He was-He sat down out of sheer weariness. It was
not indulgence, but reality, and it all had a merit-tiure was a merit
in all He endured-it was for His people's sake, for the love He bare
them, and we bless Him for His faithfulness in being willingly weary.
There was nothing that was not according to purpose in all this. He
was content to sit" thus "-that word is full of meaning-by the wellside, alone as far as human companionship was concerned, but with
His Father ever with Him. He looked around and considered the
condition of the people in those parts. It was about the sixth hour
when a woman came on the scene. It was no chance that that woman
came--we do not know her name-but it was all of purpose. She
came to draw water, and as she struck His notice He asked a drink of
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water. It is not oft~n you find Him asking a favour, but now He
makes of a woman, a great sinner, and He knew her to be such, a
modest request, it was a humble desire, only a drink of water! Think,
dear friends, what would you .have said, what would I, to hear that
request from those lips that spake as never man spake, those lips,
whose utterances pleased His Father exceedingly 1 That He, the Lord of
lords and King of kings, the Creator, should request of a poor fallen
woman, a sinner indeed, a drink of water! "Then saith the woman of
Samaria unto Him, " How is it that Thou, b"-ing a Jew, askesb drink of
me, which am a woman of Samaria 1" and then the Holy Ghost adds,
" for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans," and Jesus, to
all appearances was only a Jew amongst many Jews, but He had a
purpose of grace in, and at, His heart in this connection. "Jesus
answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and Who
it is saith to thee, Giye Me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of Him,
and He would have given thee living water." The water of the well
was spring water, and in that sense choice, and good for its purpose,
but not to be compared with that water of "-ternal life which Jesus
gave His people. "Thou wouldest have asked of Him," but the time
had not yet come, though she did ask presently, and became a willing
servant of His in proclaiming His Name and dear precious work to
other sinners. "He would have given thee living water"; and those
words sound to us who know the sequel that He would give it, but it
was a covert promise and the Lord often hides Himself in His work
till a suitable 8eason arrives. The Lord does all His works of grace
and salvation in His own time, and that is always the right
time~od's time-His Father's place and time. He did them then
in His Father's time and way, and He did them perfectly. "The woman
saith unto Him, Sir, Thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is
deep." No cup, no vessel, nothing to supply His necessities! All
power was His and all resources, but as a matter of fact He was without
a cup, and would have had to make that as well as the water to satisfy
His need! "Give Me to drink," and also the cup from which to drink.
Oh, the necessities of Jesus, the blessed Jesus, were marvellous,
and out of the love that He bare to sinful men-such sinful men! And in
thus dealing as He did, graciously and condescendingly, with this poor
woman, He was dealing with a chief sinner, but He had chief grace
at His hand. Was there ever grace like His 1 He came to bestow
grace in extreme cases such as this woman represents, and He willed
that· she, and others like her, should be partakers of this saving grace.
And she went on to say, "from whence then hast Thou that living
water 1" Ab, that living water needed no earthly cup~xcept by
grace. The Lord was pleased in grace to require an earthy vessel
to proclaim His truth. He needs me, even me, a poor sinner, saved by
grace_n earthen vessel-to minister if He grant it to the needs of
His people to His own honour and glory. And if He have needed you,
honour Him and give Him all the praise of the .free grace that chose
you and used you for His glory. And this dear woman was puzzled
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for a time. and said, " Art Thou greater than our father J acob, which
gave us the well, and drank thereof himself?" Here indeed we
have a greater Son Who needs and asks a drink of water from the well
that God moved the Patriarch to provide. Jesus said, "Whosoever
drinketh of this water shall thirst again: but whosoever drinketh of
the water that I shall give him shall never th.irst." Is that not good
news, dear friends, to-night? What a precious word it is. God
grant that it may be a "handful of purpose" dropped for one or
another here present. "Whosoever drinketh of the water that I
shall give him shall never thirst"-no, not for a little moment, not
though he seem absolutely to thirst for so short a time as a brief moment
-it shall not be, so complete is the proritise, so unalterably true.
This is a fact; do you believe it, dear friends? Have you drunk of
that water? Do you know the taste of it, unlike all else? It is the
sole property of God, Who knows its quality and efficacy, and bestows
it on this one, or on that. Though they are ready to perish, they
still, by omnipotent, marvellous grace, have a taste for this water.
" Give me Christ, or else I die," is their cry. "Give me a drink of
this water-just moisten my lips with it." It is eternal life to drink
a sip of this water from a cup held by His dear hands! He prayed
once: "0 My Father, if it be possible, let this cnp pass from Me."
Oh, there is a cup-there is a cup which He drank, and only He. The
Lord Jesus, by the love He bore His peopl", drank the hell-cup, down,
down to the last bitter drop, that His people might never even taste
of it! Oh, who loveth like Him? Have you ever thought of thatthat He drank that awful hell-cup that it might pass from His people
for ever ?-that as He drained that cup to the last, last drop, He
declared of the salvation it involved-" It is finished." Finished is
that cup, never to be refilled. The curse will never be recalled. By
infinite justice He will keep His promise to the uttermost. With
each one of His redeemed people He will perfectly keep His promised
Word. "Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My word shall never
-no never-pass away." Have you faith to believe it? Oh, cleave
to itr-part with all else besides if needs be. "Whosoever drinketh
of the water that I shall give him "-the cup of salvation-" shall
never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a
well of water springing up into everlasting life." Now, dear friends,
take with you this thought, may it be yours, one and all, in days to come:
"What have I received at the hands of Christ? I--a sinner-a
chief sinner-such as that woman was to whom the Lord Jesus, when
He was so weary, devoted so much time to talk to her about the interests
of her immortal soul, and at Whose hands she was granted salvationfree and great, nothing to pay, nothing to earn, without money and
without price to everyone that believeth-Christ first, Christ last,
Christ midst, and without end!
=====
No pain, no palm; no thorn, no throne; no gall, no glory; no cross,
no crown.-Penn.
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CHRIST IN THE PROMISE AND PROPHECY.
A SERMON BY THE LATE REV. W. H. KRAUSE, M.A., OF DUBLIN.
" We have found Him, of Whom Moses in the law, and the Prophets, did
write, Jesus of Nazareth."-JOHN i. 45.
IT is an interesting subject that we take up on this occasion. In
proportion as the mind is enlightened of the Holy Ghost, and as the
heart of the man of God has an edge put upon it, so that he endeavours
to find Christ in the Word, the difficulty will be to make a selection
of these passages; for they all testify of Him. We can scarcely trust
ourselves to enter upon so vast a subject; but we must make some
arrangement of it, and I propose to divide it, much in the same way
" in which we have been in the habit of dividing similar subjects.
Whenever we speak of the testimony of the Bible to the Lord Jesus
Christ, we must speak of His Person as the Redeemer; we must speak
of His work as the redemption; we must show you the great purpose
of the Lord in it; and we must speak of the offices which He sustains.
as the Christ.
Perhaps some of you may be disposed to ask, Why lay such stress
upon the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ! I hold it to be a fact,
brethren, that if a man have not a right apprehensiou of the truth of
the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ, his whole hope is unsteady-his
prospects are most unsettled. You must not misunderstand me, as
if I were preaching to you that a man must be acquainted with some
deep mystery in theology, before he can receive the truth of the Gospel.
I mean no such thing. The Gospel is a declaration to sinners of
salvation by-Jesus Christ; the Gospel is not a declaration to men of
doings, and workings, and feelings, and fitnesses; but it is the lifting
up of the great proclamation of the salvation that is in Jesus; and
we maintain that if our views are loose, if our conceptions are indistinct,
not of the mystery, but of the declarations of Scripture concerning
the Person of our Lord Jesus Christ, the whole building will shake,
because it is not upon a solid foundation.
. It has been well remarked by a modern writer, that" the prerogative
of the Christian faith, that which lifts it up above human systems, is,
that all that it presents to us is in a Person; it is n"ot deliverance
without a Deliverer; it is not redemption without a Redeemer."
This is an important point for us to be settled on. There is no human
system of salvation that does not tell men of some mode of being
saved; this blessed record of the Gospel tells us not merely of a salvation
but of the Saviour. It takes us to that which, as Lord Bacon says
(speaking upon another subject), is " a hill that cannot be commanded."
I t lifts us up above all the uncertainties which would envelop the
matter, if it rested on man's doings or deservings.
We have to call your attention to some of the prophecies concerning
the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ. You understand what we mean
by His person; we mean that He is God, and that He is man; we
mean that the redemption that has been accomplished for the Church
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of God, has been wrought out by Him Who is one Christ, the Son of God
and the Son of Man. I shall first refer you to some passages in the
New Testament, to show you that this is the point to which the mind
of the Church is to be directed for its hope.
When the Lord Jesus Christ was upon earth, a poor, despised man;
whenever He unfolded the salvation of His people, whenever He would
bring it home to the heart of some poor sinner with whom He came in
contact, this was the truth which He fastened upon the mind at once,
tbat He was the Son of God. Take two or three passages upon this
subject.
In tbe 16th chapter of St. Matthew's Gospel, you will remember,
that when our Lord asked His disciples what was the opinion which
men entertained of His Person-" Whom do men say that I, the Son
of Man, am ~ "-there was a magnificent testimony borne to His Person
by the Apostle Peter, when he said, "Thou art the Christ, the Son 0/
the Z·itring God." It was such a remarkable declaration, that our
blessed Lord said to him-" Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona, for
flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but My Father Which is
in heaven."
Take another passage :-In the 9th of John, in that interesting story
which is recorded of the blind man who received his sight; after the
Lord had performed this miracle; after He had shown what a power
and virtue there was in Him to communicate to the poor weak creature
what he wanted; that if a man were blind, He could give him sight;
if a man were weak, He could give him strength; if a man were dead,
He could give him life; that whatever there is in the poor sinner that
needs, there is in Jesus to supply ;-after all this, mark how our Lord
puts the question pointedly to that man-" Dost thou believe on the
Son 0/ God ~" He at once brings before him the truth of His Divinity.
Again, in that story recorded in the 8th of Acts, you read of the
Ethiopian eunuch who was returning to his country; the Lord in the
riches and in the sovereignty of His grace, was pleased to send Philip
after that man to bring the truth home to his heart. You remember
after some explanation of that prophecy in the 53rd of Isaiah, the
eunuch was anxious to make a profession of Christianity, by being
baptized, Philip says to him, " If thou believest with all thine heart,
thou mayest." The man at once lays hold upon this truth, and he
says, " I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son 0/ God." The light broke
at once into the mind of that man; and I believe that there are those
who are living in the brighter and clearer dispensation under which
we are privileged to live, who have not found out that truth, that
« J esU8 Christ is the Son of God."
I bring these passages from the New Testament, merely to show you
the stress that is laid upon this doctrine of the Divinity of tbe Lord
Jesus Christ.
We shall now take you to a prophecy of the Old Testament Scriptures;
it is one which has been frequently brought before you for other objeets,
sndas unfolding great truths. In the first of Genesis, 26th verse, we
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read, that God said, in reference to the creation of man, " Let Us make
man in Our image, after Our likeness." I hold that to be the first
declaration of the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ, in the Word; I
mean the first prophecy and opening out of His Person. We have
often told you that we believe the image after which J ehovah counselled
to make His intelligent creature, man, was that which the Son of God
was to wear, and which the Son of God, in purpose and in Covenant,
did engage to take upon Him, even that image which was before the
mil,ld of the Lord from all eternity, as that in which He would display
His own glory. We believe that it was the eternal purpose, as the 1st
of Ephesians tells us, "in the dispensation of the fulness of times to
gather together in one all things in Christ." This, you observe, makes
the salvation and the redemption and the security of the Church to
have been the design and the purpose of J ehovah from all eternity.
We cannot sufficiently warn you against the idea that the incarnation
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the whole scheme of salvation, was a kind
of after-thought-a kind of mending some (we speak it with reverence)
mistake in the eternal plan. We maintain that it is no such thing.
The great thought that was in the mind of Jehovah from all eternity
was to glorify Himself in the Son of God incarnate.
Now, in connection with this passage, read that word in the 35th
verse of the 1st of Luke. I hold it to be an interesting coincidence.
When man was to be created, here was tbe declaration-" Let Us
make man in Our image, after Our likeness." When Christ was to take
upon Him our nature, this was the purport of the message which the
angel brought to His mother before He was born into the world; "The
Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall
overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born
of thee shall be called the Son of God." 1£ we had time we might
bring under your notice some other passages at the commencement
of the Gospel history, which would show you how the mind of the
Church was pointed to the Divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ. They
must see Him in His weakness as the man, they must see Him as the
little child in all His lowliness; but they were to see lighting up that
humanity, " the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ."
But, again, if we are to bring before you passages from the Old
Testament that bear upon their surface rich and precious declarations
of the Divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ, we would refer you to that
list, if we may so say, which the Apostle gives us in the 1st of Hebrews;
and there, mark, he is doing the very thing which we are now saying
it is absolutely necessary to do, he lays the foundation of the hopes of
the Church upon the Person of the Son of God. When he commences
the elaborate argument which he carries on through the whole of his
Epistle to the Hebrews, he begins with this, the Divinity of the Lord
Jesus Christ; and how the mind can be so blinded by Satan as not
to see the testimony which is given in that 1st of Hebrews by the
inspired writer, to the Divinity of Jesus, would be marvellous if we
did not know that man is wholly wrong, and that his mind and spirit
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have been altogether shattered by the fall of our first parents. If you
will read that 1st of Hebrews, you will see what an accumulated
testimony is there given by the Apostle to the Divinity of the Lord
Jesus Christ. He quotes a passage from Ps. xlv., in which it is expressly
declared-" Thy throne, 0 GOD, is for ever and ever." We h"ve not
time to multiply passages. The Holy Ghost has been pleased to
bring together many proofs of this doctrine in that chapter. He
shows that there are the attributes of Deity encircling the brow of
Jesus; that He is eternal; that whilst the heavens shall wax old, as
doth a garment, whilst they shall be folded up as a vesture, that He
endureth; He is the same for ever and ever.
We must hasten on, brethren, to look for a moment at one beautiful
constellation of prophecy, which we shall give you as it is presented to
us in Isa. ix. I would that we could take some little time to dwell upon
it, because there are doctrines wrapped up in that prophecy which are
sometimes overlooked. In that chapter, which, if the Lord spare us
till Wednesday next, we shall have to read in the services of our Church,
the prophecy concerning the Lord Jesus Christ is, that" the government shall be upon His shoulder." Mark the eternal purpose of God.
In order that He might bear up the pillars of such a structure as thisthe salvation of His whole Church-the wants, the necessities, the
miseries of His whole Church-what was He to be? .. The child born,
the Son given;" and this is His name, whereby He shall be called,
" Wonderful, Counsellor, The mi{jhty God." It is a beautiful expression
if it is examined; The God of strength; and, remember, this was the
prophecy concerning Jesus. Allow me to make one little digression
as to another title which is given to the Lord Jesus in the same connection-" THE EVERLASTING FATHER:" a name, which as applied to
the Lord Jesus Christ, has led to a good deal of confusion in the minds
of some persons. It has been asked, How can He be the Everlasting
Father? And I do not see how anybody can answer this question
who does not know the doctrine of the everlasting Covenant; but
when one does, what is the blessed truth which is here brought out?
" A Med shall serve Him." His own seed, His own children; and
this is the blessed truth which we maintain from this passage, that
from eternity He has been set up as the Everlasting Father of that seed.
It is the only way in which I can understand the title as applied to the
Lord Jesus Christ.
(To be conti1w<ld.)

OUR heavenly Master is not as the slothful unfaithful servant
thought Him, a hard man," commanding and expecting impossibilities. Whatever God tells us to do, He also helps us to do. Our
Saviour, Who knows of what we are made, sends us no unprofitable
tasks. Whatever He makes an object of prayer. is also for that very
reason an object of attainment; and He it is Who hath taught and
commanded us when we pray to say: Thy will be done on earth, as
it is in heaven."-Greenwell.
H'
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AN OXFORD MEMORY.

[" Beseeching Thee to give us grace so to tollow their good examples that with
them we may be partakers of Thy heavenly lcingdom."-(Prayer lOT the
Church Militant). An iron cross in Broad Street., at Oxford, mar~ the spot
where the Reformers NICHOLAS RIDT.EY nod HUGH LATIMER glorified God.
by fire, October 16tb, 1555.]

AN iron cross, trod under foot by heedless passers by,
And dim to eyes that know it well beneath the darkening sky,
But yet what sacred memories rise as, with the parting day,
Long silent voices of the past speak from that cross of grey.
The sound of passing feet is hushed; and hushed the horses' tread;
The wind alone sweeps round the spot where sleep the martyr dead;
And Balliol's revelry grows faint, her voic~s gay are stilled,
And all the wide expanse of street with holy calm is filled.
To careless eyes no forms are seen, but all is dark and bare.
Yet ghostly forms and shadows grey flit through the misty air;
The tramp of ghostly feet is heard and ghostly voices rise,
As suddenly a gleam of fire speeds to the darkening skies.
But hark! A voice comes through the gloom, "0 Ridley, by God's grace,
The candle that we light to·day shall shine through time and space,
Shall shine till God's own time be come, till sin and darkness flee,
A light to lead Thy people home, to guide them, Lord, to Thee."
The knightly message scarce hath sped; the voice in death is still,
But Ridley's ear hath caught the words his fainting heart to thrill
Throughout the long, long agony, until the trial is 0' er,A trial that ne'er shall be forgot till time shall be no more.
The vision fades; the gleam has fled; the night is cold and bleak,
And over Oxford's towers and spires the storm-winds wildly shriek,
But round that dim old cross of grey, ah, fragrant memories cling,
And spirits of the silent past still bend on hovering wing.
Nigh through four hundred years of time that light is burning clear,
The hands that kindled it are dust, and yet I feel them near,
To cheer when courage seems to fail, to guide when sight is dim,
To point me upward to the faith that comes alone from Him.
For clouds are darkening 0' er the land and love is waxing cold;
False shepherds lead the flock astray; they wander from the fold;
Men bid us covenant with sin and precious truths betray;
Truths that were won by fire and blood they lightly cast away.
Lord, grant us grace to hold Thy truth, to battle firm with sin,
Though thick the foes that gather round, yea, foes that lurk within.
And grant us, like Thy martyrs true, to face the worldling's frown,
To fight with them the fight of faith, and win with them the crown.

H. C.
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ALSO.
THE little words in the Word of God are very significant and carry
great weight. Thus the 'word " Also" in many precious passages is
full of comfort to the Spirit-quickened loving soul. Let us for a short
time ponder a few of them, and drink in their richness and sweetness,
as the Lord the Holy Spirit shall enable us.
First, Psalm Lxviii. 18: "Thou hast ascended on high, Thou hast
led captivity captive: Thou hast received gifts for men; 'yea, for the
rebellious also." What balm to the conscience-stricken sin-stricken
soul. "The rebellious also." One can conceive of a Saviour ascending
and conquering and receiving gifts for men; but--" for the rebellious
also." Oh! this is Divine and not human. Cheer up, dear desponding
heart, beset with ten thousand fears and pricked with the knowledge of
ten thousand sins; thou hast rebelled, but He doth not spurn thee.
Nay, He actually mentions and includes thee amongst His favoured
people. Do you remember how specially poor Peter was mentioned
in the resurrection message: "Tell His disciples and Peter," lest he
should deem himself cut off by his sinful denial. In the same way,
lest His loved rebellious ones despair, they are specially included; and
He has received gifts-the gift of pardon, the gift of eternal life, the
gift of undying love, the gifts of resurrection and victory and glory.
Oh! thank God, thank God for the dear word" also."
Another precious "also" is found in Psalm lxii. 11, 12: "Power
belongeth unto God. Also unto Thee, 0 Lord, belongeth mercy."
Oh! child of God, what is power without mercy? And what avail is
mercy without power? But unto God belongeth power and also
mercy. With Him heart and hand unite. He is able to save, and He is
willing to save. As the well-known hymn of J oseph Hart expresses it :
U

Jesus ready stands to save you)

Full of pity joined with power;
He is able,
He is willing; doubt no more.

tI

This is indeed a blessed" also": "Power belongeth unto God. Also
unto Thee, 0 Lord, belongeth mercy."
See another in Psalm ix. 8, 9: "He shall judge the world in righteousness, He shall minister judgment to the people in uprightness. The
Lord also will be a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble."
Who is a Lord like unto our Lord, judge and refuge, a judge and a
deliverer? A poor oppressed creature conscious of guilt would never
fly for refuge to a judge, a righteous judge, in this world; knowing himself
guilty, he would never approach a judge who ministers judgment to
the people in uprightness. Being justly accused, he would fec! absolutely certain of condemnation, for no other course would be open to a
righteous judge. But the little word "also" in the verse before
us reveals the righteous Judge H imsel/ as a refuge, a deliverer. Since
His own beloved Son stands in the sinner's place pleading His own
31
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righteousness, His own accepted righteousness, His blood and His death
for the guilty" Payment He will not twice demand,
First at my bleeding Surety's hand,
And then aga.in a.t mine."

Thus He is also a refuge for the oppressed; and just at the very time
the1j need Him-" A refuge in times 0/ trouble." Well might the
Psalmist declare in another place: "God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble. Therefore will not we fear."
Turn to Psalm xl. 1, 2, and find another gracious" also." "He
inclined unto me, and heard my cry. He brought me up also out of an
horrible pit." He not only listened, but He also acted. He heard,
and He brought me up. And this is true of His spiritual dealings. He
listens, He hears, and He brings up from " an horrible pit" indeed,
the pit of destruction, the pit of unpardoned sin, the pit of darkness,
the pit of the shadow of death. The Psalmist proceeds to describe
further mercies upon which we cannot dwell now. "He set my feet
upon a rock "-that rock was Christ; "established my goings" and
" put a new song in my mouth "-safety, strength, and song.
Now let us turn to the New Testament. See Romans viii. 26: "The
Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should
pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us
with groanings which cannot be uttered." Thus in our communication with God-beset with infirmities, infirmities of ignorance, infirmities of manner, infirmities of speech, infirmities of judgment-the Lord
Himself steps in with an " also," and helpeth; Himself making" inter·
cession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered." Oh, what
those unutterable groanings on behalf of His people beset with infirmities cost Him! One cannot help feeling the great difference between
His intercession and our intercession. Ours so formal and cold and
full of sin, even from true and earnest hearts, compared with His inexpressible groanings. In this, as in all else, He is immeasurably great.
Oh! what a rest it is in our feebleness, to know that we are not left
alone in our prayers, not left struggling in a crippled helpless condition
of numerous inD.rmities, but that the Spirit also powerfully helpeth
and delivereth. He never supplicates in vain; He is all-prevailing.
Next read Eph. ii. 22: "In Whom ye also are builded together for
an habitation of God through the Spirit." The Apostle had been
writing of the building together of believers, of the foundation, and of
the chief corner-stone, Jesus Christ Himself, and proceeds: "In
Whom," that is, in Jesus Christ Himself, " all the building fitly framed
together." How these words speak of our fit place and fit' associations
and preparedness and cohesion. Then this fitly-framed building
groweth--keeps expanding, and develops in beauty and solidity-into
an holy temple in the Lord. Then follows our " also"; a wonderful
" also." "In Whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of
God through the Spirit." What a blessed cementing of the building!
What a blessed destination of the building! All so signally blessed.
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Blessed in the building, blessed in the material, blessed in the grand
welding with Him, and blessed in the means by which it is all accom·
plished-" through the Spirit." Oh, what a sublime" also"! "In
Whom also ye are builded." This is for you and for me, dear reader,
" Builded together in Him for an habitation of God through the Spirit."
There is a grand passage in Rom. viii. 32, on which we could dwell
for long, for a life-time; even eternity will not exhaust all the sweet
fulness of it. "He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up
for us all, how shall He not wiih Him also freely give us all things! "
We may read it in the sense of giving us all things also, or of giving
Him also with all things. It is a marvellous passage. "All things" !
Foreknowledge, predestination, calling, conformity, justification, and
glorification. "All things"! Things present and things to come;
freely given, since the greatest of all gifte was not withheld-the Son
of His love. He spared not even Him. Well might the Apostle
exclaim, as he surveyed even the pains and sorrows of this life" tribulation, distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, peril, sword "" Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him
that loved us." And if in these things (which were brought about in
His sovereign purpose for good), if in these seemingly adverse things,
we are more than conquerors-not only conquerors, but more than
conquerors-what shall we say of His other gifts, His gifts of love and
grace and glory! "More than conquerors through Him that loved
us "-loved us with the unutterable love that gave the Son. And of
the Son Himself we read: "Who shall separate us from the love of
Christ!" We read that nothing which naturally separates on earth,
not even death, and nothing in heaven shall be able to separate
us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. "With
Him also all things." "All things are yours, and ye are Christ's, and
Christ is God's."
The last" also" we will consider just now is connected with the life
of the world to come, the life everlasting. See Col. iii. 4: "When
Christ, Who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with Him
in glory." For" where I am, ye shall be also." Christ and His people
. are one; bound up together in the bundle of life. Therefore, when He
shall appear, ye also shall appear. It is very sweet to trace all through
the Epistles, as well as in His own words, the" also" and the" together"
and the "in Him," and to realize how completely joined He and His
dear people are. The same name, the same love that excelleth, the
one life, and the one glory. When beholding Him at His second
coming, we shall also behold His Church with Him. Full of joy, full
of cheer are these sublime verities.
Dear reader, think of these glorious passages. The inclusion of " the
rebellious also" amongst those on whom His gifte are bestowed; the
" mercy also" with the power; the" reflUJe also" with the judgment;
the practical deliverance also with the hearing; the Spirit's help also
in· prayer; the being builded also in Him; the giving us all things
" wiih Him also"; and finally, the appearing" also wiih Him in glory."
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He gives His little words vast meaning. May we daily rejoice more
and mOl'e in His Word, finding by the Spirit's enabling" great spoil" ;
deeming it " better than thousands of gold and silver," the delight and
the rejoicing of the heart, till we " appear also with Him in glory."
NETTIE.

AN OLD COUNTING-HOUSE.
" The Lord shall count, when He writeth up the people, tllat this man was
born there. "-PSALM lxxxvii. 6.
IN an old and disused tannery in a country parish in Norfolk, the
recently appointed Vicar has started a mission service. We were just
entering the building as he said, " We hold our service in the former
counting-home." The words struck and arrested me. The room was
an upper room--suggestive of the sacred scenes in another "upper
room" of long ago. This counting-house seemed a strangely solemn
spot. What a difference between its past and its present use. Man's
merchandise, sordid silver, had been counted and reckoned and changed
hands there, perhaps for centuries. And now it was a spot for sacred
souls to change masters, and for the Lord's counting and reckoning to
be done. In a flash, with my friend's words: "We hold our service
in the former counting-house," came the thought, "The Lord shall
count, when He writeth up the people, that this man was born there."
How earnestly the petition went up that it might indeed be so; that
many a spiritual birth might take place in that room. And faith was
given there and then to believe that it would be so, and that the present
earnest Scriptural ministry would be abundantly blessed with success.
As yet the work in the parish has been uphill work; there is apparently
so much against and so little to encourage, that one's heart aches for
the dear servant of God who is being just now thus sorely tried. But
the seed is being carefully and prayerfulIy sown; the bread is being
cast upon the waters. "The seed is the Word," Jesus is the Living
Bread; both are ever vital, and life must be the sure result.
The service commenced; quiet, helpful, and evidently appreciated.
The chapter read was the Epistle of J ude, which was followed by a
beautiful address on the three words (of v. 3), "The Co=on Salvation." It is "the common salvation" because it comes from one
" co=on" Source-the Trinity. "The Father sent the Son to be
the Saviour of the world"; and the Spirit applies the Father's love
and the Son's sacrifice to whomsoever He will. Salvation is of grace
from first to last. True penitence for sin and real belief in the substi
tutionary sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ ensure this "co=on
salvation" becoming our own by individual appropriation. It supplies a " co=on" need; we all need "salvation." It is adapted to
all places and to all nations. The Spirit-taught miuister at home and
the Spirit-taught missionary abroad, preach a "common salvation."
It is the same sweet message to the Jew, the Christian, the Indian, to
the civilized and the uncivilized.
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During the reading the word "spots," in verse 12, attracted me
curiously in connection with the spot where the meeting was being
held, as did also verse 23. For that morning I had been dwelling on a
sentence in Deuteronomy xxxji. 5: "Their spot is not the spot of Thy
children." In a moment the thought came, Yes, doubtless that is true
of this place in the past. Probably many an impious" feast" has been
held in this old counting-house. "Feeding themselves without fear
. . . without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots" (t>. 12).
Truly, looking back one felt, This " spot" was not" the spot of Thy
children." But that is of the past, and now the ancient building is
"living." Then was its " feast" of death; now is its " feast" of life.
Now truly we can say of the old counting-house, This" spot" is " the
spot of Thy children." The twenty-third verse applies to it fully:
" Others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the
garment spotted by the flesh." Yes! that is what is happening to.day
in that upper room. Many an old ledger of names and deeds, many a
hundred pounds, had gone through that counting-house in bygone
days. But what different traffic was taking place there.now. Formerly
man had charge of the books, now the Lord was keeping them. In
those days man made the entries, now the Lord was writing them up.
We may indeed be very sure that He has entered every name of each
new birth that has taken place or shall take place in that old countinghouse. Then He is writing" a book of remembrance" (Mal. iii. 16, 17),
watching and by His Spirit fostering that life, and noting when His
new-born child" speaks" or "thinks" of Him. Whoever and wherever you are, dear child of God, and wheresoever your spiritual birth
took place, remember that He cares for us to speak to each other about
Him, as well as cares for us to speak to Him. And the day is coming
when" the books shall be opened," recording all your deeds and mine.
What will the record be 1 God grant that it may not be " choked with
cares and riches and pleasures," "fruit withered, without fruit";
rather may it be "bringing forth fruit, some thirty-fold, some sixty,
and some an hundred."
Thoughts were busy during the long walk back from service. "One
more day's work for Jesus, one less of earth for me," was prayerfully
and thoughtfully quoted as we re-entered the Vicarage garden. And
later in the day we spoke of the old counting-house in the language of
the Psalm: "The Lord shall count, when He writeth up the people,
that this man was born there."
We each have our own counting-house, both internal and external.
The internal counting-house comes first, when we realize that we belong
to the Lord. Beloved reader, has the Lord yet made" count" of you
as one of His children 1 Are you counted under the rod as one of His
own sheep 1 Have you ever asked Him to "count" you His 1 If
not, ask Him now to make you wholly His, by His Holy Spirit's power.
Ask Him to convict you of sin, to convince you of your need, and to
call you to be washed in His all-cleansing blood. Then He will·
" count" you His henceforward. And you will be safe and happy for
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both time and eternity, and" ready" if He takes you to-night, either
by death or by His coming again.
But the counting is not done once arid then forgotten by the Good
Shepherd. Each time the sheep come in they are. re-counted. What
a comfort! He knows just how many sheep He h.as, and sees to it that
not one is finally lost, by this repeated cou:nting. If one be missing,
He seeks" until He find it." Do we sometimes fear that we have
slipped out of His sight? Oh, no! He never loses' sight of us, and
when we again retu1'll to the old loved communion with Him, we pass
once more under that counting-rod.
There is another rod under which His children pass-the rod of
discipline. Would we have it otherwise? When we are growing cold
and careless spiritually, and losing the serise of His near presence,
would we wish to be allowed to wander farther and farther away? No.
" Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me'" is the true experience of
the Spirit-led and Spirit-taught child of God. Sometimes the" rod"
startles us; and it always hurts us, but we do well to remember that
it will never really harm us. Think of the difference between the two
words. A child is hurt by a needle prick, but it does him no permanent
injury: perchance the bite of a snake gives him no more pain at the
moment, yet he has received a deadly harm. Yes, the discipline
assuredly hurts us when we pass under the chastening rod, but instead
of hindering it will really help us, and is used to bring us back to the
fold. No deadly harm will ever tquch one of the Shepherd's sheep.
Is He leading you just now, dear tried and tired Christian, in lonely
bypaths, uphill and dark? But" He led them forth "-His chosen
ones-" by the right way" in the past, and He is leading you by " the
right way" too to-day. He has not only been there before you to
prepare the way for you, and so prepare you for the way, but He is also
with you there, upholding, comforting, guiding, moment by moment.
Are there pitfalls before you? "He will keep the feet of His saints."
Are there dangers, difficulties, and drawbacks in fwnt of you?
"Thou hast considered my trouble." Yes, and not only meted out
most carefully the" trouble" and the troubles, but also meted out the
strength to bear them all. Look up, "look on, look off, but never look
within or down. Your Saviour is before you as well as with you. So,
" press toward the mark for the prize."
There is also the external counting-house. And this covers so vast
an area that each must define it for himself. It may be the missionfield or the kitchen, the pUlpit or the schoolroom, the shop or the home.
Whatever our calling in life, employed or employer, we each are exercising an influence in every place we enter. Each" spot" is His countinghouse, each act is entered in His ledger. Are you discouraged, distressed, depressed? Seems it sometimes as if your labour is in vain
in the Lord? This can never be. Our Source of strength is infinite.
" He giveth more grace," not less than we ask for or need. Draw upon
Him.and from Him more and more, and remember that every moment
may be used to glorify Him, every act however trifling may be done to
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please Him. So labour on in faith, hope, and patience, for "The
labourer is worthy of his hire "; <, And the gold of that land is good."
But remember also that the only work which is acceptable to Him, is
that which is prompted by love to Him. We should serve because we
love Him for His great love to us. May we each be enabled to keep
this constantly in mind, and thus judge ourselves that we may not
come under His condemnation. "For we must all appear before the
judgment·seat of Christ." This is a very solemn thought, and should
serve to purge our hourly service. Look at Peter's declaration and at
James' exhortation as to the believer's life. Peter says in connection,
with Christ's coming and the end of the world, "Beloved, seeing that
ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of Him in
peace, without spot, and blameless" (2 Pet. ill. 14); and J ames tells
us that, "Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is
this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their' affliction, and to keep
himself unspotted from the world" (Jas. i. 27).
'
Brixton.
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.

'l'HE VALUE OF LOWLY SERVICE:
ILLUSTRATED BY THE HISTORY OF THE NETHINIM.

By THE LATE DR. CECIL YATES BISS.
(Concluckd from page 440.)

n.

IN APPOINTING US TO HIS SERVICE, AS THOSE WHO WERE
STRANGERS TO GOD, AND ALIENATED FROM HIM IN OUR MINDS BY
WICKED WORKS, THE LORD TURNS HIS ENEMIES INTO FRIENDS, HIS
FOES INTO SERVANTS. SO it was with the Nethinim. They who were
Canaanites at first, became members of the commonwealth of Israel
at last; they who were in the beginning an accursed people, became
in the end heirs of the Covenant of promise. By the wonderful
workings of His grace, Israel's God turned their curse into a blessing,
and changed the enmity of their hearts into a loving willingness to
give themselves to His service. And so it has been with us also.
These truths are illustrated none the less in the history of the
Gibeonites, with whom the Nethinim as a class may be said to have
originated-none the less by the fact that Joshua was deceived and
acted mistakenly in forming a league of peace with them. In Joshua ix.
we read of their subtle scheme of deceit, and how completely successful
it was. In that chapter, indeed, it may be said, that if " sin abounded,
grace did much more abound" (Romans v. 20). The guile of the
Gibeonites, and the ,unwariness of Joshua, the servant of the Lord,
illustrate two separate aspects of evil: first, its deceitfulness; and,
secondly, the melancholy fact that even God's servants may easily
err, if they lean to their own understanding, instead of trusting the
Lord wholly. In verse 14 (where the marginal reading is probably the
right one), we find that Israel, deceived by the wily story that was
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told them, " received the men by reason of their victuals," that is,
judging by the appearance they presented; and, in the 15th verse,
that Joshua made a lea/Ple of peace with them, "to let them live."
Nothing is recorded to show that either Joshua or Israel thought it
necessary to pause that they might first wait upon God for guidance,
or that they felt their need of prayer about the matter, notwithstanding
the fact that the Gibeonites, even though they had come from the
distance that they pretended to have travelled, must yet have belonged
to some of the accursed nations of Canaan. Apparently there was no
watching unto prayer, and so the snare laid by the enemy was easily
fallen into. The craft of Satan and the weakness of God's servants
are, therefore, illustrated side by side.
But yet, "where sin abounded, grace did much more abound."
If the Gibeonites deserved the judgment of God before their scheme of
deceit was perpetrated, much more did they deserve it afterwards.
But here, just at the blackest point of their guilt, grace interposed to
bestow an unmerited blessing. Their lives were spared, and they were
severed from amongst the guilty nations of Canaan, to be identified
with Israel, the chosen heirs of blessing in the earth. "Our God
turned the curse into a blessing" (Nehemiah xiii. 2). Surely, never
was this deed of undeserved mercy forgotten; and the service which
was allotted them, humble and menial though it were, was in itself an
honour as well as a mercy, seeing that they deserved nothing at the
hands of that God Who, in His pity, spared them, and, in free grace,
permitted them to take part in His service. Then, as time rolled on,
their Canaanitish hearts were changed; their sympathies were diverted
into a new channel; the light of God's revelation dispelled the darkness of their heathen error; and they began to learn what a blessed
thing it is to be even a " doorkeeper" in the house of the Lord. That
service which at first was imposed upon them as a servitude, became
an honour, and even a delight. As they learned to know God, they
learned to love Him; and as they learned to love Him, they delighted
to serve Him with a service which was no longer menial when rendered,
not to man, but to God.
What a beautiful picture we have here of the change which grace
works in all redeemed hearts! The time when we first learn, by the
blessed teaching of the Holy Spirit, the bitterness of our sin and
enmity against God, is that in which the true character of God is
made known to our souls; then no "longer do we view Him as a hard
master, reaping where He had not_sown, and gathering where He, had
not strawed (Matthew xxv. 24), but as a God of infinite and sovereign
mercy, bestowing upon us priceless blessings of salvation through the
blood of the Lamb; and giving us these things freely for Jesus' sake.
We read over that Cross where the sufferings of the Lamb of God
tell us of our guiltiness, and of our worthiness of everlasting death,
these blessed words written, "God so loved the world, that He gave
His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not
perish, but have everlasting life" (John iii. 16); and as the heart
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opens to the knowledge of these things, its bitterness is changed into
love, its sorrow into joy, its fear into comfort, its bondage into loving
devotion. To know God is to love Him; to love Him, is to serve
Him. From the moment our hearts truly open to grasp these things,
we begin, however feebly and imperfectly, to realize that loving service
is the highest privilege of our being :.. Though 0"00 far off I stood,
Nor knew myself Thy foe,
Brought nigh by my Redeemer's blood,
Myself aud Thee I know."
.. No more & child of wrath,
Thy graciousness I see,

And praise Thee for the precious faith
Which Thou hast given to me."
The Canaanitish heart becomes the Nethinim heart. Though onc
alienated in our minds by wicked works, we learn to love God; to
count that service into which we are ·admitted on earth our highest
privilege and holiest joy; and to cherish, as the happiest anticipation
of our souls, that coming hour when, in glory above, without cessation,
without weariness, without imperfection, His servants shall serve
Him; when each shall be as a pillar in His Temple, to go no more
out; and when no longer shall we render Him the service of our hearts
with the consciousness mingled with our efforts, that it, at its best, is
unworthy of Him to Whom it is rendered :" Then I shall be where I would be,
Then I shall be what I should be,
Things which are not now nor could be,
Then shall be mine own."
Ill. THE SUBJECT AFFORDS, MOREOVER, A BEAUTIFUL ILLUSTRATION
OF THE GROWTH OF THE SOUL IN GRACE AND TRUTH, AND THE PROGRESSIVE DEVELOPMENT wITHIN IT OF PRACTICAL HOLINESS AND
FRUITFULNESS. . For God's desire concerning His people, is not only
that they should bring forth fruit, but that they should bring forth
.. much fruit" (John xv. 8); not only that the earlier years of their
spiritual age should be years of vigour and fruitfulness, but that they
should" still bring forth fruit in old age" (Psalm xcii. 14). The law
of progressive development is the law of the Divine life; and there
must he something wrong in the soul of a believer in whom this does
not appear. Not merely to the newborn babes in the family of God,
but to all believers, without distinction of spiritual age, is the command
addressed, .. Grow in grace,' and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ" (2 Peter iii. 18). "The path of the just is as
the shining light [' the light. of dawn' R.V. margin] which shineth more
and more unto the perfect day" (Prov. iv. 18).
Now, the history of the Nethinim shows growth and development
at almost every point. They grew in numbers, and they grew in
usefulness; their service extending and consolidating, until their
place in the service of God Was as well defined and, so to speak, as
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necessary, as that of either the priests filr the Levites themselves.
But, better than this, the history marks moral development also.
As they grew in knowledge of the God of Israel, and the blessed character of His employ, their sympathi"" enlarged, and their energies
were more and more willingly given to the work set before them;
so that, in tracing their history, we find, at their return from the
Captivity, they were exempted from tribute, appointed cities to dwell
in, and organized under leaders in the rebuilt sanctuary. Moreover,
the large number of the Nethinim who returned from the Captivity,
compared with that of the Levites, points surely to a greater willingness, if not eagerness, on their part, to leave the cities of Babylon,
where they lived in comparative ease and comfort, that they might
return once more to that land where J ehovah, the God of Israel, had
dwelt amongst His people, and where they might again be permitted
the privileges of His service.
But most of all do we see how truly their hearts had been weaned
from the thoughts and sympathies of their Gentile ancestry, and how
earnestly they had learned to love the service of God, by the narrative
recorded in Nehemiah x., where we read that the Nethinim, along with
the rest of the people, the priests, the Levites, the porters, and the
singers, " clave to their brethren, their nobles, and entered into a curse,
and into an oath, to walk in God's law, which was given by Moses the
servant of God, and to observe and do all the commandments of the
Lord our Lord, and His judgments and His statutes; and that we
would not give our daughters unto the people of the land, nor take
their daughters for our sons." So their fusion with the commonwealth
of Israel had been complete: not only their old national distinctions,
but all sympathies connected with the past, had gone; and their
highest joy was to be identified with Israel, and to belong to Israel's
God. Of them it might be said, that their history illustrates those
blessed words of Romans vi., "God be thanked, that ye were the
servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine
which was delivered you"; for as the molten metal poured into the
mould, afterwards bears the form of the mould into which it has been
cast, so are the hearts of God's people run into the monld of His
Revealed Truth, in order that they may wear, in holiness of heart and
life, the" form" thus imparted to them.
.
May, then, the history of the Nethinim be to us a blessed incentive
to that cOJitinual growth and progressive development of the Divine
life in the soul which is the desire of God concerning all His people.
Some histories in Scripture, beautiful and blessed though they be, are
not fitted to convey to us this lesson. The history of Manasseh's
conversion is, after all, the story of a comparatively brief e"perience ;
the history of the dying thief conveys a briefer story still; but the
history of Paul, changed early in life from a bitter enemy of his Lord
into one who loved Him so ardently that he could say, " To me to live
is Christ" (Phi!. i. 21), is the type and model to us of what .our spiritual
growth .should ever be. In nature, growth beyond a certain point
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tends ever to decay; but in the realm of grace, it is not so. Though
the summit of perfection can never be reached below, there is never
the need for one retrograde step. God's provision for our progress is
unfailing; all things work together for our good; and the supply of
the Spirit of J esns Christ is ever commensurate with our recurri~g
need. Oh, for an experience of continned growth, of enlarged holiness,
of calmer happiness, of more unbroken peace, of more conscious spiritnal
power, of more triumphant victory over sin, of more willing consecration
to the Lord's service, of clearer communion in the Holy Ghost, of more
complete likeness to the Lord we love! So may we, His Nethinim
servants, who were once strangers to His grace, and alienated in heart
from Him by wicked works, learn, as the years roll by, to love Him
more fervently, and to count His service so high and honourable a
privilege, that we would rather be doorkeepers in the house of our
God, than dwell, yea, than reign, in the tents of wickedness.
IV. There is a final lesson in our subject, which may not be passed
by: namely, THE IMPORTANCE AND USEFULNESS OF LOWLY SERVICE.
The service of the Nethinim was, indeed, a lowly service; but it was
a necessary service, and, therefore, important; it was a useful service,
and thus essential; and, inasmuch as it was a service rendered to
J ehovah, the God of Israel, it was a service full of honour. Let us
beware of depreciating the importance and usefnlness of lowly service,
whether in others or in ourselves. Let us beware of having
" the restless will
That hurries to and fro,
Seeking for some great thing to do,
Or secret thing to know,"
looking for. what we suppose may be the great work of our lives, and
overlooking what seems to us the little thing that lies near at hand;
yet which, could we but \\isely grasp it, would prove the key to open,
perhaps, great doors of usefulness later on. Let us beware of measuring
these things by self-chosen standards, by measuring-rods graduated
by the judgment of earth, by an estimate formed more on the basis of
natural feelings than of the Revealed Truth of God. The little work,
the humble service, the lowly duty, waits only the opportunity, did
we but take it up with wisdom given us by the grace of God, to yield
fruitful results of usefulness and blessing, both for ourselves and for
others; even as a seed may be small and insignificant, but carry
within itself the germ of a mighty tree.
The desert bush (Exodus ill.) may seem insignificant, yea, worthless,
and worthy only of being consumed; but if God appears within it, it
shall flame with His glory. The truth is, that importance as to results,
is a matter whicli cannot be settled within the narrow limits of mortal
vision. We need to know the.lines of duty, not only as drawn across the
small area of our present view, bnt as prolonged beyond, into the.
boundless fields of Eternity, before we can say what anything really.
is, or to what results it may lead. An arrow shot at a venture may
seem but a foolish thing; yet, guided by God, it may have a mission
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of the greatest importance (1 Kings xxii. 34). A little maid may
seem a foolish counsellor; but, at, the rjght time, her word wrought a
great deliverance (2 Kings v. 2--4). A little lad may seem the last
person to be thought of, with a view to feeding the multitudes; but,
out of his few loaves and little fishes, the power of God wrought a
mighty miracle (John vi. 9). Is it not a fact, that self·esteem and
pride, a conceit which is often veiled from ourselves when visible to
others, may make us unwilling to undertake the'lowly task, simply
because we think that it does not afford scope for self-glorification;
forgetting that if that lowly task is put before us by the Lord, He is
the One Who has the right to say to our objections, " What is that to
thee 1 Follow thou Me." If we are to be used, it must be in God's
way, in God's time, in God's measure. 'Ve may not choose our own
work. Even the Apostle had to turn aside from Bithynia, because the
Spirit suffered him not to enter that field of labour (Acts xvi. 7); and,
on another occasion, to go to Corinth, because the Lord had much
people in that city (Acts xviii. 10). So to us there must be the guidance
and control of the heavenly wisdom of our Lord. It is His to com·
mand, and ours to obey.
Oh, that we might know increasingly the happiness of success in little
things; in which case we shall surely prove that what we have esteemed
little, was in no wise unimportant, but full of honour and fruitful of
results. It has been beautifully said, that" there are ways in which
even silent people can belong to God, and be a blessing in the world.
A star does not talk, but its calm steady beam shines down continually
out of the sky, and is a benediction to many. A flower cannot sing
bird songs, but its sweet beauty and gentle fragrance make it a blessing
wherever it is seen. Be like a star in your peaceful shining, and many
will thank God for your life. Be like a flower in your pure beauty, and
in the influence of your unselfish spirit, and you may do more to bless
the world than many who talk unceasingly. The' living sacrifice'
does ,not always mean active work: it may mean the patient endurance
of a wrong, the quiet bearing of a pain, cheerful acquiescence in a
disappointment. "
We should let the continual language of our hearts be, therefore,
" Lord, what wouldst Thou have me to do 1 " and if the answer to that
prayer is a service of Nethinim-like obscurity, may we not mistake the
heavenly Visitant Who comes to us in so apparently mean a guise.
It is a blessed thing to serve God; it is a blessed thing to be but a
" doorkeeper" in His house. Soon will the Day of Glory show the
greatness of the results which have flowed from these little thingi, as
we call them ; when every cup of cold water given to a disciple in the
name of a disciple for the Master's sake, every mite cast into His
treasury, every little service unnoticed by others and forgotten even
by ourselves, which was done under the sanction of our Lord's authority,
and with a loving desire that He might be pleased and glorified thereby,
shall be found in no wise to have lost its reward. In that day" shall
"
every man have praise of God" (1 Cor. iv. 5).
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THE LEPER AND HIS CLEANSING.
LEPROSY, as depicted in Holy Scripture, is doubtless the chief type of
original or birth sin, given to show us the radical evil of our 1allen
nature. In the 13th chapter of Leviticus we see sin in all its loathsomeness and its many characteristics, and in the leper we have a
living picture of what a sinner is by nature in the sight of an all-holy
God.
I. But, more particularly, we may notice that leprosy is a type of
sin (a). In its vileness.
So repulsive was a leper that he has been described as " a walking
sepulchre"! The leper realized his uncleanness. The priest pronounced him "unclean." He was enjoined to cry out continually, as
he moved from place to place, "Unclean! Unclean!"
And like,vise the sinner, convinced of sin by the Holy Ghost, cries
out with Job: "Behold, I am vile," and with the Apostle Paul, "I
know that in me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing."
(b). In its deadly nature. A leper has been spoken of as " a living
parable of death"! He was counted" as one dead" (see Num. xii.
12). The disease was incurable by human means. God might remove
it, but human physicians could not cure it.
And thus it is with sin, the sin of our fallen nature. Inherited from
our first parents, its result is a state of death. "By one man sin
entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon
all men, for that all have sinned" (Rom. v. 12). And such is the end
of sinners, if sovereign grace prevent not. "Ahe wages of sin is death."
" The end of these things is death" !
n. The leper is a type of a sinner as he is in God's sight by reason
of original sin-the sin of his nature-and as judged by the Word
of God.
For (1). The leper was counted" as one dead." And the sinner is
"dead in trespasses and sins " (see John v. 24, and 1 John iii. 14).
(2). The leper's clothes were rent (Lev. xiii. 45). He went about in
rags! A fit emblem of the unsaved sinner, who has no righteousness
to cover him, whose" righteousnesses are as filthy rags" (Isa. lxiv. 6).
" There is none righteous, no, not one."
(3). The leper's head was bare, exposed to the heat and storm. And
in like manner the sinner is exposed to the wrath of God by reason of
inbred sin: "We were by nature the children of wrath, even as others"
(Eph. ii. 3).
(4). The leper put a covering upon his upper lip. And the sinner's
mouth is for ever stopped before God by the convicting power of His
law. "Now we know, that what things soever the law saith, it saith
to them who are under the law; that every mouth may be stopped,
and all the world may become guilty before God" (Rom. iii. 19).
(5). The leper was excluded from the camp where God dwelt with
His people. And the unsaved sinner will be shut out from heaven and
banished from the presence of God for ever! "There shall in no wise
enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh
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abomination, or maketh a lie; but they which are written In the
Lamb's book of life" (Rev. xxi. 27).
But, further, (HL) we have, no doubt, in the leper, and the rules
enjoined upon him under the law of Moses, to which reference has just
been made, a striking picture of a sin·convinced sinner. For his rent
garments, his bare head, his covered upper lip, were all signs of grief
and mourning, as may be seen from the following passages of Scripture;
2 Sam. xiii. 19; Levit. x. 6; Ezek. xxiv. 17, 22. When a sinner is
convinced of sin by the Holy Spirit, he mourns over his sinful state,
and like the leper who cried as he moved along, "Unclean! Unclean!"
he confesses his sinfulness of heart, even as Isaiah did; "Woe is me !
for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in
the midst of a people of unclean lips; for mine eyes have seen the King,
the Lord of Hosts" (Isa. vi. 5). Such a conscious and contrite sinner
feels his need of a Saviour, and of His atoning blood, and like the leper
of whom we read in Luke v., hearing of Jesus, he beseeches Him, and
prays, "Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst make me whole." The
gracious Saviour is ever ready to welcome such, to touch them by His
word of power, and to say; "I will; be thou clean."
But, (IV.) let us consider the cleansing of the leper. The leper
could do nothing. The priest sought the leper, not the leper the priest
(Lev. xiv. 3, 4). And in the antitype, the Lord Jesus, the Good
Shepherd, goes after His lost sheep" until He find it," for, as He said,
" The Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which is lost." This
He did by laying down His life as a ransom. " I lay down My life for
the sheep" (John x. 15).
In " the law of the leper in the day of his cleansing" (Lev. xiv. 2),
we have a beautiful type. We may not fully understand, or be able
to explain all the minute particulars in the type, but some points stand
out prominently, and have an unmistakable meaning, e.g.,(1). We see the death, resurrection, and ascension of Christ our
Substitute portrayed. One bird was to be killed, and the other set
free. "Then shall the priest command to take for him that is to be
cleansed two birds alive and clean, and cedar wood, and scarlet, and
hyssop; and the priest shall command that one of the birds be killed
in an earthen vessel over running water; as for the living bird, he shall
take it, and the cedar wood, and the scarlet, and the hyssop, and shall
dip them and the living bird in the blood of the bird that was killed
over the running water; and he shall sprinkle upon him that is to be
cleansed from the leprosy seven times, and shall pronounce him clean,
and shall let the living bird loose into the open field." Surely, here
the eye of faith discerns Christ Jesus Who was "delivered for [on
account of] our offences, and raised again for [on account of] our
justification." We see, as in so many of the types of Holy Scripture,
that death is the wages of sin, and that through the vicarious death
of the Surety and Substitute, the sins of His people are remitted.
" Almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without
'shedding of blood is no remission" (Heb. ix. 22).

, ".

•

•

The Gospel Magazine

495

(2). Do we not see also the identity of Christ and His people, so

that they died when He died, and in Him rose again from the dead 1 •
" For in that He died, He died unto sin once; but in that He liveth,
He liveth unto God. Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead
indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord"
(Rom. vi. 10, 11).
_
.. Dip'd in his fellow' B blood,
The living bird went free.
The type well understood,
Expressed the sinner's plea j

Described the guilty soul enlarged,
And by a Saviour's blood discharged."
There is much to be learned from the other rites connected with
the cleansing of the leper, detailed in Leviticus xiv., but into these we
cannot enter at this time. But as, when the leper was sprinkled seven
times, and pronounced clean by the priest, he was assured of the
perfection of his cleansing, and in due time entered into the enjoyment
of it; so may all the believing children of God realize the perfection
of their cleansing by the precious blood shed once for all by Him Who
" when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand
of the Majesty on high," and so enter into, and "stand fast in the
liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free."
Fartown (Bask.), Canada.
ROBERT J. NOYE~, RD.

,

THE FIRST RECORDED SACRIFICE. GENESIS iv. 3-5.
(From" The Protoplast.")
{Concluded from page 435).
LET us now look at another of these Hebrew sacrifices, the Holocaust
or Burnt-offering, which as I have said is suggestive of rather a different
view of Christ. It differs from the sin-offering in being emblematic
of Jesus as the fulfiller of that legal righteousness which, in its perfection,
is eternally accepted of God, and which alone is worthy of being brought
to Him by the believing worshipper. It was, with the exception of the
skin, to be wholly consumed, the body of the animal was not to be " carried
without the camp." There is no allusion here to the world's estimate of
Jesus as a criminal, as there was in the sin-offering; the Spirit is dealing
with a different point, and is showing God's estimate of Christ as His
beloved Son in Whom He is well pleased. When the" skin," or dishonoured body of Jesus, was laid in the sepulchre of J oseph, God saw
a lifelong obedience of thirty years yielded to His law by the Nazarene,
and pronounced an eternal'approval of those for whose sake it had been
wrought
The burnt-offering, like the sin-offering, was to be" without blemish"
(Lev. i. 3). This particular in the present type refers, I think, not to
the personal purity of Christ, but to the perfection of the righteousness
which is to cover His people. It has .neither flaw nor spot in it. It is
the only righteousness of service concerning which this can be said.
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Job speaketh of the Almighty thus, "The heavens" (the inhabitants
• of heaven) "are not clean in His sight." "His angels He charged with
folly." It does not mean that the unfallen beings of other worlds are
either sinners or fools. It is a hyperbolical expression, implying that
in comparison with the infinite perfection of God's character, the very
holiness of His creatures is accounted pollution, and their wisdom
foolishness. But this is not the case with Christ; God can look upon
His righteousness and detect in it no stain. By it His law becomes
magnified and made yet more honourable. It is well worthy of
consideration, that none but I=anuel's righteousness is fit for
imputation. God's intrinsic perfection could not have been put to
the account of a creature. The holiness of one creature could not be
transferred to another, for he could not have had more than enough
for himself. But He Who was at once J ehovah and a creature, God
and man, was able to redeem the lost by obeying the law on their
behalf. One who is under Divine teaching sees this, and going to God
with Christ as his burnt-offering, is never sent away rejected. Notice
again, how it is said in the same chapter, verses 2, 3, " If any man of
you bring an offering unto the Lord, . . . he shall offer it of his own
voluntary will."
It is of a man's own free will that he cometh unto God through
Christ; yet how different is the truth of the Bible on this point to
that doctrine which man has called free-will. It is with the will of the
Spirit, not the will of the flesh, that a true Israelite brings his offering;
it is with the deliberate choice of the new nature-the inward man,
that he restB hiB whole hope of salvation on the burnt Sacrifice; he is
" made willing" in the day of God's power.
Furthermore, it is said concerning the burnt-offering, in Leviticus
vi. 13, " The fire shall ever be burning upon the altar, it shall never go
out." How beautiful this is! God's acceptance of the work of man's
Surety never varies. Whatever darkness, sin, or sorrow, the child of
God may feel he is always accepted in the Beloved, " complete in Him,"
and as he lays afresh the holocaust upon the altar, he receives the
answer by fire from above.
Let us look at the Peace-offering. The Israelite was to bring this
in his hand, as the accompaniment of his thanksgiving, his vows, his
voluntary, or love-gifts. The emblem shadows forth the believer first
presenting ChriBt to God in all his service, aB a sign of reconciliation,
a token of peace, and a reason why the Lord should look with approval
upon hiB praise, or his resolutions, or his dedicatory offerings. Thus
it iB written (Lev. vii. 12), " If he offer it for a thanksgiving," etc., that
is an accompaniment of thanksgiving, he shall offer with the sacrifice
of thanksgiving unleavened cakes, mingled with oil, etc. The oil is
the oil of gladness, of which David speaks. All the praise a spiritual
Israelite brings to God is thr0111]h Christ, and for Christ's sake. It is
because he iB at peace with his Judge, that his heart iB full of gratitude
and love.
It is in allusion to this beautiful type that David says (Ps. liv. 6),
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wiil freely sacrifice to Thee. I will praise Thy name." Jeremiah
speaks of " them that shall bring the sacrifice of praise into the house
of the Lord." The Apostle of the Gentile Church says to the Hebrews:
" By Him " (Christ), "therefore, let us offer the sacrifice of praise to
God continually."
But looking back to Leviticus vii. 16, we find it said, "If the sacrifice of his offering be a vaw," etc. There is a strong prejudice in some
parties of the religious world against vows; but the lawfulness of a
vow depends upon its nature, and the manner in which it is made.
David and J onah beautifully connect both the thanksgiving and the
vow with the peace-offering. (See Ps. ern. 17, 18): "I will offer
to Thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving," etc. "I will pay my vaws unto
the Lord." (Also J onah ii. 9): "I will sacrifice unto Thee with the
•
voice of thanksgiving, I will pay that I have oowed." J acob, Hannah,
Solomon, Job, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Nahum, and Paul have given their
testimony (by precept or by example) in favour of vows, and shall we
fancy there is anything Pharisaic or legal in them 1 The Christian
need not fear making a vow of especial service unto God, if only he
brings with it Christ his peace-offering. It is added, "Or a voluntary
offering." Besides the lamb, the Israelite added unleavened cakes,
etc., as tokens of grateful acknowledgment for the Lord's mercies. So
to look from the shadow to the substance, the believer, being accepted
for the sake of Christ's blood, bringeth his love-gifts to his Father;
he presents his body as a " living sacrifice;" he gives his strength to
work for God; his time to promote His glory; his money to support
His cause; but he feels that he can only be' approved for his Saviour's'
sake, and he pleadeth ever before God the Peace-oOering.
Lastly, we will consider the Meat-offering. This, I think, represents
the presentation of Christ to God in the confession of public testimony.
St. Paul says to the Galatians, "Before whose eyes Jesus Christ has
been evidently set forth, crucified among you." And again he says
to the Corinthians, " We are unto God a sweet savour of Christ."
But it is not only the preacher that useth Christ as a maat-offering :
every saint of God, in his prayers, his writings, his converse with others,
layeth Christ upon the altar, making mention of His name. But mark
how it is written (Lev. ii. 1), "He shall pour oil upon it, and put
h'ankincense thereon." The oil is the anointing oil of the Spirit.
Whatever may be said about Christ, either by a preacher, or in the
intercourse of professing Christians, will prove profitless unless accompanied with the unction which is from above.
We feel this continually. JIow many a sermon, how many a conversation on the things of God, containing truth in its clearness, falls
upon the ear as an empty sound, for lack of this dew of the Spirit. It
is the anointing that teacheth.
How blessed also is the franki.ncense of the Christian's meat-offering.
" Thy name is as ointment poured forth," said the bride in her marriage
song. Although it is so long since Luther, Calvin, and Romaine brake
the box of ointment as Christ's witnesses, the whole House of God is
32
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filled still with the odour thereof. Moreover, the fragrance of some
word in season, spoken by the most simple, uneducated Christian,.
will often last for years..
See the thirteenth verse; "Every oblation of thy meat-offering
shalt thou season with salt. Neither shalt thou suffer the salt of the
covel).ant of thy God to be lacking from thy meat-offering," etc. Salt
is the symbolic sign of a covenant. It is to this day u.8ed among
eastern nations as the sign and seal of good faith between man and
man. No one will raise his hand against the person whose salt he
has eaten.
As used in the Hebrew's meat-offering, it is the token of God's
Covenant with man through Christ, or rather with Christ. on man's'
behalf. (See also Num. xviii. 19; and 2 Chron. xiii. 5.) We can
never give true testimony concerning Jesus and His work, if we have
not respect unto this Covenant. Would that this were more remembered; that we might feel like old Mr. Wilkinson, who, when allusion
was made to his Covenant views of truth, exclaimed, ;< All were nothing
without the Covenant." Christ, referring to the l\iosaic type, says,
" Every sacrifice shall be salted with salt. Salt is good, but if the salt
have lost his saltness, wherewith will ye season it 1 " . His meaning is,
that our conversation should be becoming those whose covenant is with
God, through Christ; that its savour should tell the tale, that J ehovah
is our God and that we are His people. But mark His words, "If
the salt have lost his saltness, wherewith will ye season it 1" If the
v,ery discourse of Christians concerning their Lord has no savour in it,
wherewith shall the earth be preserved from corruption 1
The sacrifice We are now considering is called the meat-offering;
for, although the believer feedethupon, Cbrist, both as his sin-offering
and his peace-offering, it is (\specially when Christ is publicly s.et forth,.
that there is prepared a feast of fat things, and that the fu/ness of his
salvation is realized.
Let these few imperfect remarks suffice to show the precious signifi,
cation of the· Levitical offerings. , I have not alluded to the ram of
consecration, or to the paschal lamb: the one the emblem of Christ as
sanctifying the believer by His blood to any especial work or service;
the other, of Christ as setting His blood-mark upon His child, for a
" token" of deliverance in the ·day of public calamity. Time fails to
allow our lingering on each and every particular of the spiritual
allegory, wrought out by Israel in the time of old.

*

*

*

*

*

A few practical words shall close this Paper.
Consider first: There is but one propitiatory sacrifice.
. All the oblations made. by men since· the beginning of the world
have been faint emblems of this richer and better offering. To it the
wicked owe all that they possess in this life: the earth that is spared
to them; the sunshine and the rain; the temporal blessings of the
house and home; the long-suffering with which their sin is borne with
and their punishment delayed. To this extent all men are interested
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in this offering. To it the righteoU!l owe their eternal acceptance;
their present peace; their fVture heaven. God made Christ. their
Surety, imputed their sins to Him, and poured out upon Him the
wrath due to them. Sin cannot twice be judged. J ehovah would not
now be just, if He did not justify those who are so found in Jesus.
Consider next: What are yoo bringing to God as an offering ~
Most men have a confused idea that they must not approach the
Judge of all empty-handed. It is curious to mark how the traditions
of all nations recognize the fa,ct that the Creator needs to be propitiated,
Therefore was it that the heathens sacrificed on high places. Therefore
is it that the wild men of desert lands drag human victims to their
rude altars. From age to age there has been handed down a vague
notion that the Deity required a bleeding sacrifice. It has long been
the cry of the creature, " Wherewith shall I come before the Lord, and
bow myself before the High God ~ shall I come before Him with burntofferings, with calves of a year old ~ Will the Lord be pleased with
thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil ~ shall I give
my fiI'8tborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of
my soul!" In this land of Gospel knowledge all are bringing offerings
to God. What is yoor sacrifice ~ Is it a life of moral rectitude, a life
well spent, as you describe it ~ Do you think God will accept you on
this account ~ YoUrs is a blemished offering. It will not bear the
trial of the law of God. You do not know'how little it is worth;
perhaps all your days you have gone on smoothly, you have been
uninjured by your fellow-men, and you have dealt kindly by them.
"Sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again." If now God'
were to permit you to suffer some gross injury at the hand of a fellowcreature, you would find stirred within you passions of deadly hate,
malignity and revenge which you are unconseious you possess. The
seed' of evil waits for circumstances to favour its full development.
Many a man has had, apparently, the whole current of his feelings
changed by one act of treachery or aggression a,gainst him. As it
is, you must acknowledge you have sometimes failed in the love you
owe your neighhour,-then take back your offering, it is an unclean
sacrifice, and is rejected.
Perhaps you are bringing a life of Gospel profession as your offering.
You have given up the world, forsaken its society, set aside its authority,
rejected its prejudices, and renounced its amusements; and therefore
you think God will look uEon you with approval. But where is the
blood of your sacrifice ~ God requires a slain victim. If this be your
only offering, no acceptance is yours.
Perhaps you are bringing your gifts of learning, eloquence, and
scientific research to God, laying them all upon His altar. It is well;
but the first-fruits were not to be burnt upon the altar as a sweet savoor.
Believe me, nothing will serve you as a sacrifice but Christ. Having
Him in your hand, and resting faith on Him only, the answer of fire
will witness your acceptance; but if you have not the blood of Jesus
to carry with you, you will have no entrance into God's inner sanctuary.
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Consider, again, another point: Do not conclude too hastily that
you have no part or lot in God's great Sacrifice.
The number who are savingly interested in the death of Christ is
known to God alone. You can never say of yourselves in this world,
that your sin was not imputed to the Saviour of men. You can never
say your sin was imputed to Him, till the Spirit has shown it to you by
special revelation. But remember, the evidence of a participation
in the great atonement is that work of the Holy Ghost which leads
man to make God's propitiation his only plea for salvation.
If you see by faith that there is no other satisfaction for sin in the
whole world, and desire to rest every hope for the future upon it, you
are sealed unto redemption though you may not know it. And
because I am aware how many are troubled by the false doctrine that
there is no security for men till they see that Jesus died for tMm, I
entreat you to remember, that the sacrifices of the Law were not
offered by congregational worshippers themselves, but by the priests.
They were to bring the animal to the door of the tabernacle, and the
priests were to lay it upon the altar. Take comfort from this. If you
are not yet made a spiritual priest, having boldness to go yourself into
the holy place with the Lamb of God, and with the blood thereof,still, if when you hear one of these priests pleading the atonement
before the mercy-seat, you feel that your .hope of deliverance is cast
upon it, you are as surely interested in it, as certainly accepted of God,
as if, with white robes around you, you were treading the pavement
of the Holiest of all.
- Lastly: Consider what solemn words are spoken to those who in
these latter days shall depart from the faith.
If, after being taught by the Spirit to take Christ to God as the true
and only propitiation, you are.induced, throughPuseyism, or Romanism,
or Irvingism, or any other lie of this time to turn away from Him,
St. Panl says to you, through the Spirit, "There remaineth no more
sacrifice for sin." The only blood which can give your conscience
peace, you are rejecting. The only way of access to the Father's
throne you are neglecting. The only atonement that was ever made'
for sin you are despising. You are preparing for yourselves that
awfnl condition of things, which is the worst which can befall a child of
GoQ.,.referred to in Matt. xviii. 34, Heb. vi. 4-9, and x. 26-32. True
it is, you cannot cancel God's acceptance of Christ's Sacrifice for you;
you cannot be lost eternally; you may be scorched in a fiery trial;
you may taste a chastisement so bitter that it may seem like the
vengeance of God; you may be judged of the Lord, that you may
not be condemned .with the world.
I would not close with such sad words. The day-dawn is near,
which shall bring from heaven our Melchisedec! He will teach us
more about these offerings than we now know; and we shall take
our places in the New Jerusalem, as sinners saved by a SMrifice, and
worship Him Who is to appear eternally in the midst of the Throne,
as "a Lamh that hath been slain."
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THE WILL OF THE LORD.

THE friends of the Apostle Paul expended their every argument in
trying to induce him to remain with them, and then" when he would
not be persuaded, ceased, saying, The will of the Lord be done" (Acts
xxi. 14). Not in a fatalist frame of mind did they say so; not as if
whatever was, had to be, and somehow they would get over it; but
rather in the Spirit·given submission which comes from the Father of
mercies through Jesus. He" crossed their fair design" but for the
time being; they were loosened from the earthly stay; they turned
to Him Whose love 'and care were changeless, Whose infinite wisdom
and patience crooked their lot that they might find for their feet paths
which led straight to His sovereign but saving good-will and pleasure.
"It is well," said the Shunammite, and she glorified God "in the
fires"; for while her heart was breaking over the loss of an only child,
and she understood not the dealings of the Lord, she sought, as those
do who are taught of Him, a refuge in God ,Whose hand had brought
her such a crowning sorrow.
It pleases God at times when He unexpectedly brings His children
to face a trial, to give them out of His treasures such grace that with
their whole heart they say, like Eli; " It is the Lord; let Him do what
seemeth Him good." There is a leaving with Him of the whole matter,
as belonging to Him. He has brought into the strait; He will-He
obliges Himself to, so to speak-bring out of it. It is indeed then
" sweet to lie passive in His hand and know no will but His"; the
greatest burden, while a sense of His love and goodness weigh the soul,
being, to trust and love Him more. This was Job's place at the
threshold of the furnace-" Blessed be the name of the Lord." But
God was not pleased to sustain all through with the same realized
power from on high. There were other paths to be trod than "the
comfort of His Word." There were "wearisome days and nights."
The resting in the arms of Paternal love gave place to the complaints,
" He counteth me for His enemy," "Thou showest Thyself marvellous
upon me." But yet there was a calling to remembrance that former
time of promise, of childlike faith and abandonment; and with the
persuasion, " He knoweth the way that I take," was the conviction, "I
shall come forth as gold."
To this coming forth, to this" end of the Lord," His children are
encouraged to look, by Him Who says, "The expectation of the poor
shall not perish for ever." But He gives other grace to say; " All the
days of my appointed time will I wait, till my change come." Then
while they stretch forth their hands to the" large place" of His promise, there is a deeper desire to wait for Him, to know wherefore He
contends, to be searched and taught. Would they have their desire
and leanness of soul 1 Would they be joined to their idols and let
alone 1 Would they not rather have that convincing which taught
one to say, " Behold I am vile"; which puts personal meaning into
the statement, " The wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot
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rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt" ~ Then, subdued and
repentant, they find it good to hope and quietly wait for the salvation
of the Lord. He knows all the circumstances, outward and inward,
and does not slack His 4and from that work which, deliberately, wisely,
and completely, He brings to pass according to His own counsel. "His
will is" (and Who hath resisted His will 1) "their sanctification" ;
and so, with the wisdom that is from above, they learn to " understand
what the will of the Lord is" ; . that the sin which He unearths, the
pride and naughtiness and rebellion of their hearts, should appeal'
sinful, should make the blood of Jesus and the grace of God precious;
that there should be a looseuing from self, a cleaving to Him. "Let
them that suffer according to the will of God "-whatever the suffering
be, circumstantial or spiritual-" commit the kMping of their souls to
Him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator." For His own glory
He has created; in His faithfulness He will keep. It is not His will
that the least of His children perish.
That is a precious word, " 0/ His own will begat He us." It is " not
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God,"
that they are born from above, and 80 possess eternal life. He has
made them, and He bears the responsibility of their everlasting wel·
fare and of every step of the way in which He makes more and more
known" the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which
He hath purposed in Himself." Not reluctantly, not of force, did
Christ come to do this will, and to finish the Father's appointment. It
was "the good will of Him That dwelt in the bush" that brought
deliverance to Israel, and it is " the pleasure of the Lord" that prospers
in His hand when the Holy Spirit takes of the things of Christ and
makes them known to a willing people.
" I have lost my locket," lamented an old lady, who for the most of
her time lived in such contentment (though trials were not few), that
she thought the Lord must be going shortly to remove her from earth's
confusion to her mansion in her Father's house; "I've lost my locket,
and it had the likeness of my husband in it; the best he ever had taken.
I am ~o sorry about it, I do not know what to think. I have b~en
asking the Lord, if He will, to let me find it. I am always losing my
things, and He very often helps me to find them. I know He can send
it back to me. But if not, I want to be able to say, • Thy will be done.' "
She had known the Lord for a great number of years; doctrinally and
experimentally she drank into the truth. She rarely, if ever, doubted
her possession of " durable riches" as hers before there was gold even
in Havilah (Gen. ii. 11). But now her chief request at the throne of
grace was that the God of heaven might restore her lost ornament. In
perfect ignorance of where it might be, she was peculiarly shut up to
His sovereign pleasure for its return. And it would not be a small
matter to Him, without Whom not even a sparrow falls to the ground.
At least she would know that He heard her; it is His own will that in
everythilUJ supplication should be made to Him. But great as her
desire was to look again on the pictured face of her long·departed
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husband, the greatest desire of her grace·taught heart was to be made
in all things conformable to Him Who in suffering-such as none can
know-said, " Nevertheless not My will, but Thine, be done." This was David's place in his-committal, "Here am I, let Him do to
me as seemeth good unto Him." But in that place, weeping and
abased, his faith took hold on the Lord of all power and might, and he
prayed for the overthrow of counsel that had never been known to fail.
" He doeth according to His will in the army of heaven, and among
the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay His hand, or say unto
Him, What doest Thou?" He "is able to subdue all things, even the
disobedient wills of His children, unto Himself; to quiet their froward
hearts; to" make them teachable and mild "; to bring them, battered
indeed but loving and trusting, into His closer embrace; to" be dumb
because He has done it."
Dumb they may be, but their Redeemer ever lives to make intercession for them according to the will of God, Who from everlasting to
everlasting, beyond death and resurrection, is good to them. Surely
His commandment is not grievous, that" in every thing" they " give
thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning" them,
until their earthly experience -closes in the accomplishment of His
desire Who willed" that they also, whom Thou hast given Mc, be with
Me where I am; that they may behold My glory."
FOLI,OWER·ON.

A LIVING MAN'S COMPLAINT.
" How long shall I take counsel in my soul, having sorrow in my heart
daily? "-PSALM xiii. 2.

HERE wc have David expressing his -inward experience in doleful words
which God the Holy Ghost-the Spirit of truth-has seen good to
leave on record for the encouragement of God's living family to the
end of time. " AJl! mournful case! What ean affordContentment, when an absent Lord
Will now His kindness neither prove
By smiles of grace Dor lines of love?"

It is a path into which Jehovah leads His beloved elect under the
everlasting Gospel, as Isaiah proclaims: "I will lead them in paths
that they have not known;" namely, a painful discovery of the prevalence, the pollution, and the strength of indwelling sin; to teach them
that in their" flesh dwelleth no good thing," and that when they would
do good, evil is present with them. -It is a most painful and humiliating
lesson, but most needful in order that no flesh may glory in itself, that
no man may glory in men, either himself or others, and that he that
glorieth must glory in the Lord alone. "The flesh profiteth nothing,"
said Christ, and this experience of David's establishes the truth of His
words.
David is here feelingly under the hiding of God's face, but he is Dot
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forsaken of Him. He is helped to pray to God in his trouble, and to
cry unto Him' in his spiritual amiction, and God's Word declares:
" Thou hast not forsaken them that seek Thee." What a mercy, what
a blessing is this. Solonion, in his prayer at the dedication of the
T~mple, makes mention of the man "which shall know the plague of"his
own heart." And how do such come by this knowledge, so as to feel it,
own it, and mourn before God because of it 1 How but by the merciful
and gracious leading and teaching of the Spirit of God. "All thy
children shall be taught of the Lord," and" As many as are led by the
Spirit of God, they are the sona of God," and heirs of God in and by
Christ Jesus.
They are witnesses for God .with respect to the humbling truth that
the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth; yea, that every
imagination of the thoughts of his heart is only evil every day. And
they are no less witnesses to Christ's testimony as to the condition of
all men fallen in Adam, namely: "Out of the heart proceed evil
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness,
blasphemies" (Matt. xv. 19).
David and all other elect sinners were chosen of God to life and
salvation before time began. By the Spirit's indwelling and light
these see their ruin in the Fall, and are by the same Spirit led to see
their full, finished, and complete redemption in Christ; and so they
sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb
(Rev. xv. 3). " Yea, He loved the people; all His saints are in Thy
hand: and they sat down at Thy feet; everyone shall receive of Thy
words." "As the Father hath loved Me, so have I loved you." That
song is called a new song, and it is. a song put into the mouths of such
as sing it.
. David had many sorrows, from the time he was anointed king. to
the end of his days; but these are not the things he here finds matter
for inward grief and mourning. No, he.sorrows beca\l8e of the sin that
dwells in him, and that he finds himself daily the subject of. He is a
real and true" Mourner over his sin and after God."
"0 Lord, may I a mourner be

Over my sin and after Thee;
And when my mourning days are o'er,

Enjoy Thy comforts evermore."
David is one of those blessed characters of whom Christ speaks in
Matthew v. 4. Here is light to shine upon the road that leads him
and all such to the Lamb.
How often, and how long, was Cowper in this low case 1· Ah! the
dear man. He also" took counsel" in his heart, and found the 'sorrows
thereof but enlarged thereby, till God shone through the dark interposing cloud, and" saw him again" by Divine inshining. "And ye now
therefore. have sorrow," said Christ to His beloved disciples, and, that
they might not be offended at the rough and rugged way, added, " But
I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man
taketh from you." And in the last two verses of this short Psalm,
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David speaks of the triumph of his fsith in Jehovah his righteousness
and salvation. It appears as if while he was yet speaking, the Lord
heard and answered. See how low he is in the first verse: "How
long wilt Thou forget me, 0 Lord? For ever? How long wilt Thou
hide Thy face from me ?" But see how he rises from this valley to
the heights of Zion, at the close: "I will sing unto the Lord, because
He hath dealt bountifully with me."
David, despite all his mourning over sin, and supplicating the sense
of God's pardoning love and grace, to the end of his days upon earth,
Was nevertheless as truly delivered from the law and the curse thereof
as was Paul. Sin was not imputed to him. He and all such genuine
mourners are the blessed of the Lord, whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered, and unto whom tne Lord imputeth not iniqnity.
Through the sufferings and sin-atoning death of his Divine Surety, his
transgressions were all forgiven, and his sins covered from the sight of
God. There was found more merit in Christ's obedience and blood to
raise him to heaven than demerit in his transgressions and sins to
condemn and sink him to endless woe.' He' was not one of those in
Adam left to live, to die, and to perish in Adam (1 Cor. xv. 22), but was
one of those in Christ by His sovereign choice of him; made alive by
Him, first by regenerating grace, and afterwards by resurrection power,
and so it was well with him. And with all suchU

'Tis well when Jesus calls,
'From earth a.nd sin, arise,

,Join with the host of virgin souls,
Made to salvatio.n wise.' "

Birlcenhead.

G. A.

C!tonesponbeme,
A VOICE FROM CANADA.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
lily DEAR M~. ORMISToN,-On Thursday last a sad thing occurred here.
Our nice little Church, which had just been finished and painted, and
the Church stable, which I had erected with money sent by friends in
England, were entirely destroyed by a cyclonic storm! Fabric, chairs,
pulpit, organ, desk, heating stove, etc., all carried some thirty yards
away and thrown in a heap of debris! It is very solemn, and I am
desirous to learn its lesson. My last text there was: "The day of the
Lord." After the service, my youngest graudchild was baptized. Mr.
Houghton may have told you that I enquired about-indeed offered
myself for-the charge at Cheltenham, and I had asked several friends
to ask for my guidance. Then Came this· disaster. What is its meaning? I hear that another Church near Lloydminster was also destroyed.
Several small houses were overturned, but mercifully there has been no
loss of life, as far as I have heard. The storm was very violeut. We,
and neighbouring families went into our cellars as a measure of ptecau-
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One man's" shack" set on fire, and he escaped from hiB cellar
with difficulty!
May the Lord glide me with regard to Cheltenham! I am perplexed. The days are very solemn. Surely the closing days are upon

us.

,

The Bishop of Sask. gave me leave of absence for next winter. I
thought I would try and obtain a charge for the winter months, if the
Lord will. Things here are in a difficult way, through two successive
bad seasons. And the present crops are very unpromising. We have
had so very little rain, and great heat at times. Several days at 102"
in the shade! It was 103° before the last storm broke.
With Christian lpve,
Yours aflectionatdy in the Lord,
Fartown (Sask.), Canada,
ROBERT .J. NOYES.
July 1st, 1912.
P.S.-My stipend has been reduced to about $200 (£40) per annum,
and half of this has to be raised by the people. They will not be able
to bllild another Church without outside help.
"
THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor

0/

the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR Sm,-Through the Lord's goodness we have been kept busily
employed in sowing the seed of eternal truth in the Army and Navj.
Many thousands of magazines and books of truth are now on their way
to distant places, as well as being spread in the naval and military
towns of our own country. A Christian soldier, writing a word of
encouragement to me in my labours, says: "I remember one of our
Colonels telling me that he was brought to the Lord by means of a
little book that a gunner on sentry gave him when he was a Lieutenant,
one night as he was going into mess." There never was a time when
such a great need for Gospel literature existed as it does at this day.
My constant prayer is that the Lord may lay it upon many others of
His stewards to help me in the work.
.
H

Ye servants of the Lord,
Each in his office wait

j

Observant of His heavenly Word,
And watchful at His gate."
By the departure of Mr. Edward Densham we have lost another kind
and generous helper of the funds. Will our friends join me in prayer
that other new supporters of the funds may be raised up ~ We would
still go forward in sowing the truth of God, waiting upon Him and
looking up to Him.
Yours sincerely,
6, Stirling Road, Bath· Road, Bristol,
R. E. BRIDER.
July, 1912..
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THE .. GOSPEL MAGAZINE" ON THE WESTERN PRAIRIE.

To the EditoT 01 the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR :MR. OmusTON,-The subjoined letter from :Mr. A. Warren, of
Longheed, Alberta, Canada, has reached me this morning. It was
written to om mutual friend, the· Venerable R. J. Noyes, formerly
Vicar of St. John's, Harborne, and now of Fartown (Sask.), Canada.
,lts testimony to the value of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE will, I feel sme,
be read with interest by yom readers; and may stir up many to use
their means to help forward its circulation. I had sent :Mr. Warren's
address to :Mr: Noyes. Praying that the God of all grace may grant
you fresh accessions of bodily, mental, and spiritual strength,
With warm Christian regards,
Yours affectionately,
Hemington Parsonage, Bath.
THOMAS HOUGHTON.
June 25th, 1912.

[oopy).
DEAR Sm,-I write to thank you very much for sending me the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE. It has been very savoury reading, I cs,n aSBUYe you. I
have loaned it to a Scotch family, who will much appreciate it I know·,
and with whom as near neighbours I have had, in company with my
sister, many enjoyable and profitable evenings singing His praises and
recounting His marvellous doings. The wife has a brother who is a
Scotch Clergyman in Edinburgh, and who is not unmindful of the
family's spiritual interests, sending them from time to time profitable
matter. We attend, when weather permits, a Presbyterian service at
Longheed. We are about three to fom miles away. I have been
wondering a little how you could find me out, a fellow-believer holding,
like yourself, the glorious Doctrines of Grace. Your name seems familiar
to me. I fancy I have seen it several times in the list of speakers
addressing the Evangelical conferences in the old land. I guess :Mr.
Houghton, our late esteemed pastor at Bath, has put you on our track.
It is wonderful how the God of grace discovers one or other members
of His· large and scattered family. to other brethren. He knows we
need refreshment and nourishment, and follows us even to our farthest
earthly wanderings. Who would have thought that out on the Western
Prairie (6000 miles from England), the much valued GOSPEL MAGAZINE
would be placed in one's hands ~ Of course it is not to be wondered
at, since as Cowper sweetly sings ;U

God moves in a mysterious way,
His wonders to perform;

He plants His footsteps in the sea,
And rides upon the storm."
How very interesting was the account given of the late Mr'. Walker,
of Cheltenham. I notice it states that the late :Mr. Spmgeon derived

".
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great support from one of his publications, "The Blessed Dead in
Paradise." I wish I could see that same book. It must be something
specially commendable, as the great Baptist minister could so prize
it. I suppose you are in frequent correspondence with Mr. Houghton,
and should be glad if you would when next writing him remember
both my si»ter and myself to him. We often think and speak of him,
and wonder whether he has become stronger than when we left him at
Bath.
With kind regards,
Yours sincerely,.
UnUJheed, Alberta,
ABTHUR WARREN.
January 6th, 1912.
FROM AFAR.
To the EditlYT 01 the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
My DEAR SIR,-I send you Christian greetings from a far·off land.
Will youkindly permit me, through the pages of your valued MAGAZINE,
to thank some kind Christian friend or friends, who have for the past
year sent me monthly the GOSPEL MAGAZINE? I subscribe for it
myself, and hope to do so as long as God gives me means and opportunity. In our home it is read from cover to cover; and, by the blessing
of God, unto our edification. Like the Great Book of which it so
truly .testifies, it is food for the hungry soul, because it ever points
us to Him Who is the Bread of Life, and it leads and guides us in
the good old paths of distinctive Gospel truth; and I feel assured it
will ever bear on earth God's seal of approbation, and eternity alone
will reveal the blessing it has been under God to thousands of souls.
Let the dear Christian friend be assured the additional copy which
I receive monthly is passed on to friends and acquaintances in this
district, and is always welcomed by me. May I also thank some kind
reader for an abridged edition of Dr. Owen's "Exposition of the
Hebrews," received some months back; also just recently a packet of
the E1IiJlish Churchman.
What great need there is to·day in the dear old land of men valiant
for the truth of God, if the Protestant principles of the Reformation
are to be maintained within the pale of our dear old Church, with its
matchless book of public devotion, drawn up, as it was, on a charitable
supposition, as a book for the use of believers who are not· only hearers
bilt doers of the Word.
In conclusion, may I ask your readers to pray for God's work here
in Alberta; and I pray, dear Sir, God's richest blessing may rest upon
your labours, and upon our GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and to our great
Master be all the glory!
Yours in His service,
THOMAS JOHN WAY.
. Hill End, Alberta, Canada,
June 17th, 1912.
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AN - EXCELLENT EXAMPLE.
To tM Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR Sm,-I have adopted a plan for the wider circulation
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE that might commend itself to others of your
readers who are anxious that our excellent journal-which has been
a means of rich blessing to the Lord's people, and that in season and
out of season has maintained a consistent testimony to the distinguishing doctrines of sovereign grace-should not be allowed to suffer to
cease its circulation. Acting in conjunction with my bookseller, I
have told him that for twelve new subscribers I am willing to pay lid.
toward the cost of each number for six months, and to repeat with
twelve more for the next six months. By this plan, under Divine
blessing, twenty-four fresh readers will be obtained in twelve months.
Could a number of friends adopt the plan (or a similar one), a substantial
increase in the circulation would be assured. Thanking you for your
monthly messages, and wishing you every New Covenant blessing,
Yours in Him,
SYDNEY W. WmTE.
35, Strahan Road, Bow, London,
July 1st, 1912.
REV. AND

THANKS.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR' BROTHER ORMISTON,-I feel I must write a line to thank you
and all your co-workers for your very helpful GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
I am a strict Baptist, but that does not matter; we are fellow-citizens,
I hope, of the household of God. A dear brother, Mr. McKee, of Staines,
urged me at the commencement of this year to take the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, as it had been often blessed to his soul. I thank God
that he did so, as it has been sweetly blessed unto my own soul also.
How it has cheered, comforted, and strengthened me in the battle of
life. And finding such sweets contained in its pages, after partaking
of them, I lend it to a brother who finds joy in reading its pages. Then
again, I pass it on to a friend (a sister in the Lord, I hope) in the
Established Church, and this month I have underlined" Waymarks of
the' GOSPEL MAGAZINE,' " hoping she too may pass it on. Who can tell,
dear brother, the number of souls who are helped month by month by
the pages of the publication 1 Truly, you are a stranger, yet a friend
to many souls. Your labour is not in vain in the Lord. My prayer
is that God may abundantly bless you in all your service, until He
shall say, " Well done, good and faithful servant, enter thou into the
joy of thy Lord."
Yours in Christ Jesus,
F. G. M_
Station Buildl>ng Works,
Wooburn Green, Bucks,
July 7th, 1912.

•

510

The Gospel Magazine
THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

By THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.
THE forty-first Anniversary of the Hornsey Rise Home took place on
July. 5th. We were favoured with beautiful weather; the garden and
lawns were looking their best, and the numerous visitors expressed
their pleasure with all they saw and ·heard. The old folk were made
happy by the Christian conversation and sympathy of the friends.
Among those who were present were the Revs. W. Sinden and W..J.
Mills, and Messrs. F: A. Hayles, Ebenezer Carr, G. Doudney, W.
Brookes, R Firminger, and A. Boulden. The afternoon Sermon was
preached by the ~ev. F. Cecil Lovely, RA., one of the Secretaries of the
Trinitarian Bible Society, from Romans v. 5. Tea was provided in the
interval, and the Lady Visitors kindly conducted their usual Sale of
Work on behalf of the Benevolent Fund for Sick and Infirm Inmates.
In the evening the Rev. J. H. Hallett, of Brighton and Tonbridge,
preached from the Song of Solomon viii. 5. Both 'sermons were mucll
appreciated by the congregations that filled the pretty and commodious
.
Chapel of the Home.
A successful Sale of Work was held on June 19th in the garden of the
Rectory, Stretton·en-Ie-Field, under the management of ~'lrs. Lush
and the Misses Lush. No 19ss than £24 resulted from this effort so
much appreciated by the Committee. The Rev. W. Lush opened the
Sale and gave an excellent add):ess. The Secretary then followed
with a brief account of the Institution. Among those present were Mr.
Mannering, of Wimbledon,' Mrs. C. Spalding, the Rev. J. R Schofield, .
and many other warm-hearted local friends. The following day the
South London Sale was held in the garden of ~Ir. and 1tirs. McCarthy,
33, De Crespigny Park, Camberwell, to whom, with all the ladies associ·
ated with them in this work, the Committee express their hearty
thanks.. Miss Rigg opened the Sale, and brief addresses were given
by the Rev. W. Sinden and the Secretary. The results were most
satisfactory. Similar gatherings in other places would be heartily
welcomed; they do much to increase interest in the Institution.
The Rev. E. W. Moore, ·M.A., in closing his sermon at St. Bride's,
Fleet Street, said: "The Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society is one of God's
ministries of comfort. I speak of it with confidence. I think no more
Christlike institution could have been founded or could be maintained
than this; to do good' especi'ally unto them who are of the household
of faith,' when the days begin to darken, and the shadows begin to
lengthen, and the clouds return after the rain; to make them realize
the faithfulness of God, to old age the same. The Society shows ita
faith by its works. It provides the pensions which enable the
recipients t(j be warmed and fed. It furnishes the Homes in which
many a poof pensioner can end her days; and not least, it furnishes you
with the visits of those who love your Lord, and will be your friends
even to the very closing hours of life. Thank God for the Society.
Will you help it to-day 1 Have a share in this ministration, and
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by and \}y when the call comes, as it has come, and is still coming, to
so many, we will take our text the other way, and we will say: 'Till
then we will walk, and by His grace not faint; we will run, if run we
may, and not be weary' ; and, last of all, when our summons' Come
up higher,' reaches us, we shall by His grace ascend."
" He by Himself hath sworn;
I on His oath depend;
I shall, on eagle'. wings upbome
To heaven ascend."

~al)l)tnlJ

1EIHlttS.

A MONTHLY RECORD.
following protest against the desecration of the Lord's Day
appeared in a London newspaper dated June 18th: '" Are we letting
slip that world-famous institution, the British Sunday l' asked Sir
Andrew Wingate, K.C.I.E., in a lecture on 'Modern Unrest a,{d the
Bible,' which he delivered to the Victoria Institute yesterday, under
the chairmanship of Colonel Mackinlay. 'If we lose Sunday we are
losing what France and Italy are trying to get back. This weekly rest
has steadied the nerves of our population in the past, and has safeguarded us from destructive revolution. It has cultivated the inventive faculty, and is the secret of our commercial supremacy. It is the
inheritance of the working man, giving him seven days' food for six
days' work. But, with the present decay of the Sunday day of rest,
men are beginning to be ashamed of manual labour, and girls are
beginning to be 'ashamed of being born women. Window-smashing
is a curious and typical product of the new education of girls. Again,
more money is lost by strikes than is gained by Sunday traffic and
trading, and more health is lost by the breakdown of nerves than
Sunday excitements seem able to cope with. Social lawlessness is
bred, r believe, by the weakening of the faith of the masses in the
Bible. Consider, too, the reaction of this new neglect on political
relations. Germany and Italy have built up their power by a closer
union of all their parts, and in the Uuited States of America there is
the same tendency. We, on the other hand, are breaking up our
United Kingdom, and drifting into collision with those who are loyal
and" Protestant. Germany and Britain are allied by race, religion, and
temperament, and by the possession of vernacular Bibles. But to-day
the possibility of a war between ourselves and Germany is openly
discussed. We ought to realize more fully the success of the campaign
.against the Bible. Before long, if we do not rebuild trust in the Bible,
the masses will discover that they have no use for the clergy and a
strong appetite for their endowments. The echo of old·time rebellion
is in the air.' "

THE
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In a recent leading article on "Why mster distrusts Roman
Catholicism," our, contemporary the" Eng14sh Churchman" says:"The hindrance to Irish self-government is not to be found, as too
many tell us, in the unreasoning and bigoted prejudice of Northern
Protestantism. It really lies in that Church to which the majority 'of
the people belong, which bans freedom of thought and independence
of action, tramples upon all civil and religious rights, and tyrannizes
over the minds and consciences of men. To make such a system
supreme in a State would be an act of wilful blindness, which could
only result in disaster. That is the kernel of the whole controversy,
and we hope that politicians on both sides will acknowledge it before
it is too late."
The following resolution was passed by over twenty demonstrations
of Orangemen held in Ulster on July 12th to celebrate the anniversary
of the Battle of the Boyne :-" That, being more than ever convinced
that Home Rule in any form would work disaster to the Empire and
ruin to Ireland, we are determined to resist it to the uttermost. We
return our thanks to our leaders for their untiring efforts in the cause
of the Union, and we again pledge ourselves to stand loyally by them
in any action theY"J;l1ay take and through any danger they may have
to face in thwarting and opposing those who would seek to dismember
the United Kingdom. We call on'our members and all Unionists to
continue taking steps to organize, and be ready to meet any emergency
which may arise."
At the recently'.held Annual Meeting of the English Church Union,
" Lord Halifax declared that the members of the Union were not going
to submit to Royal Commissions, Acts of Parliament, or anything of
that sort. He repudiated the compromise on the Vestment question
proposed by some of the Northern Bishops, and made it plain that the
wearers of the full Mass garb intended to adhere to their custom, in
spite of any contra~y interpretation of the Courts or arrangements of
Ecclesiastical rulers," If this declaration will not open the eyes of
those Northern Bishops who propose the permissive use of the White
Chasuble, what will?
THE Gospel preached conveys the Spirit, the Spirit begets faith,
faith apprehends Christ, and Christ brings salvation; therefore make
precious account of the preaching of the Gospel.-nev. Edward Elton,
A.D. 1620.
IT is apparent that God, in the bestowment of blessings on the
children of men, is not influenced by the purity of their hearts, the
piety of their lives, or the worthiness of their characters; but by a
regard to His own eternal perfection, to the supreme excellence of His
own revered Name, and to the everlasting honour of His own immense
goodtiess.-Booth.

