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" And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of
speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. For
I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ,
and Hirn crucified."-l CORINTHIANS ii. 1, 2.

AT the close of his fifty years ministry, the EDITOR repeats that
from the date of his Ordination it was deeply laid upon his soul
that the text of GOD'S Word which stands at the head of this page
should be his first and, if possible, his final, pulpit utterance!
Each of the four churches in which he has occupied the pulpit, it
has been his joy and gratitude to sound the same note of Truth.
The future is in the sacred and sovereign hands of the HOLY SPIRIT!
His course is left implicitly in the hands of Him Who orders our
steps-all the way. Hitherto He has directed us wisely and well,
and He knows not to deny His promises-those promises which
grace has enabled the heart to trust through many and long-tried
seasons. We now humbly follow His leadings from the first days
of our ministerial experience, and conveniently retrace the wording of a contemporaneous document which sets forth the needs of
our mOtmtain Charge.
29
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It runs: "The mountain Chapelry of Wythop is situated
midway between Cockermouth and Keswick. The population
consists almost entirely of agriculturists and farm labourers,
there being no resident gentry in the place. The present Church
(or Chapel) is a small, low, dilapidated building, standing near
the summit of Sale Fell, at a considerable distance from many
of the parishioners, and only accessible to some after a steep climb
of upwards of a mile. During the inclement months of winter,
when the storms peculiar to the Fell districts are raging, attendance
on the public means of grace is quite impracticable to the aged
poor. Occasions there have been when the officiating Miuister
has been met by some of his people returuing home, they having
been repeatedly blown down by the fury of the wind in their efforts
to ascend the Fell. The present Chapel [1863] was erected in 1673,
and is in such an advanced state of decay, that a new building is
imperatively required. Everything in connection with the place
is of the most primitive character. As an instance, it may be mentioned that the Communion Table is composed of a narrow board,
supported hy a movable bracket inside the reading-desk; and
that the vessels now in use are of a very rude description. No
font is provided for baptisms; neither is there the necessary convenience of a vestry. Although all the children in the parish of a
reasonable age have been collected, there is no schoolroom; the
consequence being that they have to meet in an extremely inconvenient apartment in a cottage at a great distance from the Chapel.
Several facts in the history of the Chapelry or 'Lordship' of
INythop are of a curious and interesting nature. The scattered
inhabitants of this mountain district for some centuries appear to
have enjoyed the immunities of a sort of local government, especially
in matters ecclesiastical. Dividing their parish into four' quarters,'
they elected from each, annually, a representative, whose powers and
duties were defined in a document drawn up in the reign of J ames the
First, bearing date' 25th day of January, Anno Domini 1623.'
The chief functions of these four persons, called' Chapelmen,' were
the election of a Parish Minister, or 'Reader' (who might be a
layman, and was generally the schoolmaster). the collection of
, Devotion Money,' the supervision of Chapellepairs, and the oversight of the parish school. The provision made for the Curate, or
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Reader, was certainly complete in its way. His actual stipend
consisted of tenpence-halfpenny per Sunday, as an old receipt
testifies, which runs thus: 'Received of the C'hapelmen of Wythop
the sum of 28s. 5d. for, Thirty-one weeks for Reading Wages by me
John Fisher.' To make amends for the low scale of 'readiug
wages,' however, the generous people of the' four quarters' supplemented it with 'wbittlegait' [i.e. the privilege of knife and fork
at the table of those who employ them]. Each' quarter' received
and maintained tbe poor 'Reader' in turn, for the space of three
months in the year. It was generally understood that after serving
for some time in the double capacity of reader and schoolmaster,
he might proceed to take Holy Orders. Tbe mode of electing the
Parish Minister was, in the year 1753, altered. From that period it
was agreed that it should be by the vote of the parishioners generally.
Each tenement in tbe township had a vote, and if there were more
candidates than one, the best supported ohtained the appointment.
This arrangement has continued, in theory, to the present time;
but, practically, Sir Henry Vane, who owns almost the whole parish,
has the patronage. Primitive as the Chapel now appears, it must
formerly have been much more so. Until the year 1842 the floor
was not even paved. Indeed, there are persons still residing, in
Wythop who tell of days when a goodly crop of nettles flourished under the seats and in the central passage. The structure as
it now' stands, with its unceiled flag-covered roof, its oft-spliced
tie-beams, its dank atmosphere, and generally sepulchral aspect,
sufficiently confirm the statement. The singular position of the
Chapel, standing as it does near the top of the mountain, has
given rise to much specnlation. It is highly probable that the
original building was erected in times of religious trouble, and that
its secluded position was chosen to avoid detection. We are glad
to understand that it is intended by the promoters of a new Church
to allow this curious little edifice to remain in its present state, and
not to pull it down.
"The lively interest felt by these humble mountain people in
their primitive Churcb was manifested by sundry bequests
thereto. In the parish book the following receipts and memoranda are recorded: 'That Urcilla Fisher, of Wythop Hall, left
twenty shillings to the use of Wythop Chapel, by her Executrix
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Catherine Stubbs, this 13th day of January, 17-}f. Received of
Catherine Stubbs, Executrix, the above sum, left to the use of the
Chapel £1 0 O. That William Greenop, of Routhingbeck, who
died in June, 1710, did by his last Will and Testament, leave Ten
shillings to this Chapel Stock, and is paid in to the Chapel by his
Executor, this 7th of January, 1710 [17111] in the presence of
Wm. Pearson, Robert Fisher, Henry Fisher.'
"The merits and demerits of the Reader are thus set forth in
a document, dated 1753: 'And that no married man, or man
that has any natural impediment in his body, or casual maim,
or any defect in his speech, sight, or hearing, but that such a
man as is of the best conduct, and to his such other qualifications
as may enable him to serve the township in the most advantageous
way, shall at all times be preferred, elected, and chosen.'''
Open-air Services were held in the summer months, which
relieved the congregation of the fatigue of climbing the mountain
side. Below, lay the lovely Lake of Bassenthwaite, with the
grand heights of lofty Skiddaw lying in the background.
These gatherings were very acceptable to GOD'S dear people,
and one Sabbath an exchange was made by the Pastor with
the Rev. D. A. DOUDNEY, M.A., Vicar of St. James's, Carlisleson of the late beloved Vicar of St. Luke's, Bristol. An
interesting report of this Service was written by the preacher
for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, which appeared in the volume for
the year 1865. Our readers ,vill peruse MR. DOUDNEY'S discourse
and report with special interest, the more so as he took part afterwards at the Consecration of the new Church at Wythop, in his
duties as Chaplain to dear BISHOP WALDEGRA VE.
Mr. Doudney reported :" Having exchanged duty for a short time with a brother Clergyman, I looked forward with no little interest to the approaching
Sabbath-day and its anticipated labours. Soon it came-a lovely
su=er's day-the sky almost without a cloud, the atmosphere
clear and transparent, the eaIth refreshed by a recent rain, the
birds warbliug most sweetly, and the sun shining brilliantly.
Rising tolerably early, I was soon on my way to the village Sundayschool, accompanied by a group of happy-looking, rosy-cheeked
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little ones who trudged along merrily beside me. Our road lay by
a mountain side looking down into a widespread valley. How
exquisitely beautiful the scene! On the one hand, the mountain
rearing its giant head towards heaven, and sharply defined against
the clear blue sky; on the other, the meadows, woods and homesteads of the lowlands; beyond, ranges of beautiful hills; and to
the extreme right, lying placid as a mill-pond, one of our far-famed
English lakes. What picture could be more enchanting? Surely,
one thought, the people inhabiting such a place ought to be truly
happy. Far removed from vice and vanity, they, at least, ought
to breathe out tbeir lives in perfect peace. 'No, sir,' said a
peasant to whom tbe thought was expressed, 'folks here have their
trials, as well as in other places. As to tbeir souls, most of them
are quite indifferent like; and the view we get so used to that we
never think about it.'
" The little school was a curious place-a sort of rural 'upper
chamber' very small, but well filled. Pleasant, indeed, it was to
see the rows of healthful faces. and to hear, in their country dialect,
the youthful voices repeating some well-known hymns or verses of
Holy Scripture; and then, more pleasant still, to speak to them
of the Saviour's love to little children, and of His gracious acceptance of all who truly turn to Him.
" School over, came two or three hours of rest, and then a climb
up the mountain for the mid-day service in the ancient parish
church or chapel. A climb it was, and no mistake, up a steep
ascent of upwards of a mile, on a hot summer's day! Whatever
could have induced the builders to erect the church in such a
situation one could not imagine. Was it a work of supererogation
or a prescribed penance? or was it for economy's sake, because
stone could be got for nothing on the mountain's top? Whatever
the reason, surely it was a pity; the aged and the delicate must,
ever since the date of its erection (1673), have been practically
excluded from the house of God; and even the young and robust
must very often be so, for to mount up in tempestuous weather
must be anything but agreeable, and almost impossible. And yet
the builder, whoever he was, seems to have been proud of the deed,
for he inscribed his initials, I see, above the doorway! The building
itself is not less remarkable than its position. Of the rudest
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description, and in an advanced state of decay, everything connected with it is of the most primitive character. The communiontable consists of a narrow board, supported by a movable bracket,
inside the reading-desk; the vessels employed in the celebration of
the Lord's Supper are a oheese-plate and a pewter pot! There is no
vestry or font, and the pulpit is unsafe to enter! Yet in this
humble building a faithful and devoted servant of the Lord
ministers from Sunday to Sunday, and to an almost crowded
congregation of earnest and eager listeners. What matters, then,
its ugliness or its lowliness? Who can tell the honour tbat is put
upon it? Surely, since J ehovah's Word 'shall not return unto
Him void,' we may expect that that humble building will be
proved to be the birthplace of many souls-yea, as the' house of
God,' and the very 'gate of heaven.' Remembering this, one
could but feel it a privilege to have the opportunity of ministering
there, and of speaking in simple language to that interesting congregation (many of whom seemed, as it were, to be drinking in every
word) of the things which make for our everlasting peace. The
moments, indeed, passed so rapidly that they were long unnoticed,
and consequently the sermon exceeded the customary length; but
when the heart is warmed, the tongue loosed, and an inexhaustible
theme is the subject, a few moments' extension may perhaps
be pardoned. Descending after the service, an interesting conversation ensued with a poor woman who had evidently been
practically taught the preciousness of the truth as it is in Jesus.
She appeared highly to value the Gospel ministry, and the faithfulness of the preaching which she was permitted from time to time
to hear.
" Another rest, and then out again once more to address a little
congregation: this time under no roof or covering of man's device,
but on the mountain-side, under the open canopy of heaven-a
striking scene, not readily forgotten; reminding one of those
interesting assemblages addressed in a similar place by Him Who
'spake as never man spake.' The people having arrived, they
arranged themselves over the grassy slope-the speaker being
immediately in front, the rocks towering overhead, and the splendid
view before alluded to spread out below. Sweet was the effect of
the voices as they united in the song of praise, and earnest the
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attention of the hearers as the speaker addressed them on an allimportant subject-the work of the Holy Spirit, its necessity, its
blessedness, its perpetuity. The service ended, the congregation
dispersed, not, however, without leaving in the breast of one, at
least, a feeling of deep gratitude for the privileges of such a day.
May it not have been in vain, but may it prove to be a day of
spiritual feasting and of heavenly joy to many souls!
The
Minister's work, indeed, is one of faith; he can only sow the seed,
and watch and pray for its fruition: 'Paul may plant. and Apollos
water, but God alone can give the increase.' Few, indeed, of the
spiritual husbandmen are permitted to sow in spring-time, so as
speedily to see wonderful results; the many are compelled to sow
in autumn-time, and to see the storms and tempests, the frosts and
snows of winter follow their labours, instead of the blade, the ear,
and the full corn in the ear. But is this all? Are their labours
hence to be concluded useless, and the good seed sown in vain?
Oh no! ' In due seasou they shall reap, if they faint not.' Wait
until the harvest-time, until the angel-reapers come, at the
command of their Lord and Master. How wonderful then the
gathering! How mighty the results! How many an unexpected
sheaf will be carried into the heavenly garner, found to have been
grown by the most humble instrnmentality, and nurtured in the
most uncongenial soil !
Beside all waters sow,
The highway furrows stock;
Drop it where thorns and thistles grow,
Scatter it on the rock.
Thou canst not toil in vain;
Cold, heat, and moist, and dry
Shall foster and mature the grain
For garners in the sky,"
Mention has been made of the difficulties under which work
among the young was carried on, but the dear mountain children
gave the Pastor much encouragement in his sacred work by diligent
and reverent attention to the Scriptural instruction affordedseveral of the children committing to memory the entire Epistle
to the Ephesians, and correctly repeating it. Very sweet it was to
hear those dear little ones unite their voices in singing simple
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Gospel hymns-although their parents used to plead apologetically
that they were not "tunable"! Those were indeed delightful
occasions when Pastor and children met together for a social meal,
and afterwards spent a couple of hours in holy song and Suipture
repetition. It has been our unspeakable joy to know in later
years, from themselves, that such Bible teaching was not in vain.
Among those that attended the plain and eminently simple services
held in the Chapel were some of the railway excavators employed
on the 28 miles of line then in progress. Special services, suitable
for such, were also provided at Cockermouth, at Thornthwaite,
and in huts provided by the Railway Mission at various places
en route. Sometimes Gospel- addresses were delivered by MR.
ORMISTON at meal-times in tunnels, or other unfinished sections
of the line, to suit the employment of the navvies. Suitable
literature wa,s also distributed on these occasions. It was very
encouraging to trace the interest in Divine things exhibited by
these workpeople, and quite touching to observe the tender,
though somewhat rough, care which they manifested towards
their Chaplain. Through the kindly offices of MISS GIBSON,
a resident in the parish, the use of Thornthwaite Church
(between Cockermouth and Keswick), was kindly lent by the VICAR
for MR. ORMISTON'S navvy services-the cost of lighting
the building being met at that Christian lady's expense. Such
service is acceptable, for the Truth's sake, in the eyes of the LORDalthough done for the sake of the least of all His saints.
Clilton, Bristol,
THE EDITOR.

July 15th, 1913.
(To be continued-God willing.)
" IN all their affiiction He was afllicted." Do you think God has
any pleasure in the affiictions of His people 1 "In all their affiiction
He was affiicted, and the Angel of His presence saved them; in His
love and in His pity He bare them, and carried them all the days of
old." Every pain, every sorrow, is weighed out by Him for the good
of His children and for His o'vu honour and glory. He is always at
hand in the hour of trial; He never leaves His children, though they
can not always feel His presence with them. Job could not at times
trace God anywhere; but if we look at the Epistle of J ames, we see
the result of the trial: "Ye have seen the end [or object] of the Lord.
that the Lord is very pitiful and of tender mercy."-M. W.
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ABLE TO SAVE, ABLE TO SYMPATIDZE,
ABLE TO SUCCOUR.
" He is able also to save them to the uttamost that come unto God by
Him."-HEBREws vii. 25.
" We have not an high Priest which cannot be touched with the feeling
of our infirmities."-HEBREws iv. 15.
" He is able to succour them that are tempted."-HEBREws ii. 18.

THIS group of passages, all taken from one Epistle, sets forth truths
which relate to the present ministry of our ascended and glorified
Redeemer. Having shown Himself "alive after His passion,"
during a period of forty days, He was" received up into heaven,
and sat on the right hand of God." But He has not ceased to
take an interest in His people. They are still the objects of His
love and care. Their names are written on His heart. Though
absent from them in body, He is present with them by His Spirit.
His word to them is, " Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end
of the world," and from His throne in the heavens He wields His
power on behalf of all the members of His mystical body.
" He Who, for men, their Surety stood,
And poured on earth His precious blood,
Pursues in heaven His mighty plan :
The Saviour and the Friend of man.
" Though now ascended up on high,
He bends on earth a Brother's eye;
Partaker of the human name,
He h."IlOWS the frailty of our frame."
Be of good cheer, then, ye children of God. Your great High
Priest is still concerning Himself about your welfare. You are
graven on the palms of His hands, and He is able to save you, able
to sympathize with you, and able to succour you. These are the
three thoughts suggested by the portions which we have selected
as the basis of our meditations. May the Spirit of God imprint
them upon our minds and apply them to our hearts.
Observe first, that our ascended Saviour is able to save His peaple.
They have no power to save themselves, but He came" to seek and
to save that which was lost," and He has complete ability to accom-
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plish His gracious purposes. He is able to bring them to God in
order that they may be brought into the enjoyment of God's saving
mercy. He" suffered for sins, the Just for the unjust, that He
might bring us to God," and though He has gone back to heaven,
He still feels that He is responsible to see that all His sheep are
brought back from their wanderings. "Other sheep I have, which
are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear
My voice; and tbere shall be one flock (R.V.), and one Shepberd "
(John x. 16). Having been brought to God at the time of their
conversion, and having heard His voice saying to their souls, " I
am thy salvation," they find that they need to " come unto God"
every day of their lives. The Lord's people need to " come boldly
unto the throne of grace, that they may obtain mercy, and find grace
to help in time of need." They never get beyond the need of fresh
mercy, and they are continually needing more grace. The Fountain
of all mercy and grace is God Himself. Hence God's people must
continually be " corners unto God," and when they do come they
find that their Saviour is there before them, and as they draw near
He is continually securing for them fresh bestowals of Divine mercy
and grace. He is able to save them to the uttermost of their needs,
able to save them completely. His sa ving power is exercised for
them every day, and in reference to all their circumstances and
needs. It covers the whole of their earthly piJgl~mage. It will
never cease being exercised until everyone of His people is presented "faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding
joy." Because of His saving ability, "They go from strength to
strength," and" Everyone of them in Zion appeareth before God"
(Ps. Ixxxiv. 7). The saving ability of our great High Priest is possible,
"seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for us." The Jewish
High Priests were continually dying off. •. But this Man, because
He continueth ever, bath an unchangeable priesthood." Hence,
as He ever lives, He is able to undertake the whole case of each of
His people, and to see that all saving mercy and grace are extended
always to each corner unto God. Interceding for all such on the basis
ofcompleted redemption, He secures for them all things. The Father
with Him freely giveth to His people all things. Thus, dear children
of God, your full and complete salvation is eternally secured. Your
ascended Saviour is able to save you, and it is His eternal purpose
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to use His ability to that gracious end. You are predestined to be
conformed to His image, and it is His will and purpose that you
should behold His glory, and be for ever with Him. Nothing can
thwart Him in His purposes of love. Nothing can withstand His
ability. All power is given unto Him in heaven and in earth, and
angels and authorities and powers are made subject unto Him.
Our next thought is that OUT ascended Saviour is able to sympathize with His people. His ability to sympathize with them may
be gathered from the assurance that He can be "touched with the
feeling of our infirmities." That is to say, He can feel for and
sympathize with His people in their infirmities. He can do this
because He " was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without
sin."

He can sympathize with us in OUT infiTmity or weakness in regard
to sin. The word infirmity is sometimes used in reference to sin.
Of the Jewish high priest we read, "Who can have compassion on
the ignorant, and on them that are out of the way; for that he
himself is compassed with infirmity. And by reason hereof he
ought, as for the people, so also for himself, to offer for sins"
(Heb. v. 2, 3). Our great High Priest, however, was" without sin."
Sin was not in Him, but He knows what temptation to sin means.
Satan continually tempted Him, and, having experienced temptation to sin Himself, He can sympathize with His tempted people.
Again, He can sympathize with His people in their bodily infirmities. It was His sympathy which led Him to cure the man at the
pool of Bethesda who" had an infirmity thirty and eight years." It
was His sympathy for the woman in the synagogue which led Him
to say, "Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity." So all
through His public ministry, His tender sympathy was extended
to those who were suffering from bodily infirmities; and hence it is
written, "Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses"
(Matt. viii. 17). What comfort this thought gives to His afRicted
people now! How many are the bodily infirmities from which
they suffer! How much they need His tender sympathy! And
how blessed to know that He is able to sympathize.
" Our Fellow-sufferer yet retains
A fellow-feeling of our pains;
And still remembers, in the skies,
His tears, His agonies, and cries."
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Further, He can sympathize with His people in their weakness in
work and worship. How infirm and weak we often are when engaged
in the Lord's work. How helpless we feel ourselves to be. The
Apostle Paul knew what it was to be weak when engaged in the
Lord's work. Writing to the Corinthians, he says, " I was with you
in weakness [infirmity], and in fear, and in much trembling"
(1 Cor. ii. 3). So, are we not weak and infirm in our worship?
But our ascended Saviour has given us His Spirit Who" helpeth
our infirmities" in this respect (Rom. viii. 26). The Lord knew
what it was to be weary and thirsty. He" was in all points
tempted [or tried] like as we are, yet without sin." Thus:
" In every pang that rends the heart,
The Man of Sorrows hath a part:
He sympathizes with our grief,
And to the sufferer sends relief."
Dr. Owen well says: "It is some relief to be pitied in distress.
The want of this Job pathetically bewailed (chap. xix. 21), 'Have
pity upon me, have pity upon me, 0 ye my friends; for the hand
of God hath touched me.' It went to his heart to find that his
friends were not affected with a sense of his sufferings; and it
added exceedingly to their weight. Such was the complaint of
David, as a type of Christ (Psalm lxix. 20): 'Reproach hath
broken my heart, and I am full of heaviness; I looked for some
to take pity, but there was none, and for comforters, but there was
none.' There is relief in compassion; some going to the stake
have been much refreshed with only a compassionate word whispered
to them. And how can it fail to be a cause of great refreshment
to believers, in all their hardships and weakness, that they share in
the compassion of their High Priest? He is in Himself exceedingly
great and glorious; is nearly allied to us, able to relieve us, being
far superior to our troublers, for they are all under His feet."
Finally, be it observed that our ascended Sa-ciour is able to succour His people.
"In that He Himself hath suffered being tempted, He is able
to succour them that are tempted" (Heb. ii. 18). He Himself was
tempted by Satan, tempted by His enemies, tried even by His own
followers. Moreover He was tempted or tried by all His sufferings
of body, mind, and soul; He is thus fully qualified to succour by
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His sympathy all His tempted and affiicted people.
But the
succour or help which He extends to His people is not confined to
words of tenderness and compassion, though these give great comfort
and encouragement to His people; He also extends to them His
enabling grace. He strengthens them, He helps them with the
right hand of His power. The Syro-Phoonician woman was tempted
or tried, and she cried "Lord, help me!" and eventually His
power was put forth on her behalf. "0 woman, great is thy
faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt."
Peter was tried when, "beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord,
save me," and the Lord's succouring hand was immediately
stretched forth to deliver him from his peril. Paul was tried
when no man stood with him, but all men forsook him. But the
Lord stood with Him, and strengthened him (2 Tim. iv. 16, 17).
There is no limit to the ability of Him Who is " far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that
is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come."
He is " Head over all things to the Ohurch, which is His body, the
fulness of Him that filleth all in all." His grace is all-sufficient
for His people's needs. There can be no question then of His ability.
There can be no doubt as to His power. He" Who is over all, God
blessed for ever," is able to save, able to sympathize, able to succour. "Wherefore comfort one another with these words."
Bath.
THOMAS HOUGHTON.
GOD causes His saints to grow in grace, when He corrects them with
the rod of sorrow; God assimilates the saints and makes them like
unto Himself, in a greater degree, by temporal troubles and distresses
(Heb. xii. 10, ll).-J. Farmer.
~,
THERE is no truth more precious to the heart of a Christian than
that "the Lord reigneth." The conviction of this must carry us
above all cares and fears. A personal God, a living God, a reigning
God-alike in the armies of heaven and among the inhabitants of
the earth-and this God the Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ-such are the steps by which we reach a height, where, far
beyond the turmoil of men, we gain a comprehensive and clear view
of earth and its concerns. I would not exchange the assurauce which
these two words, "Jehovah reigneth," convey, for all the wisdom,
combined with all the power, of this world. Received into my heart,
they are the solution of every difficulty, the end of all perplexity.W. de Burgh.
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lJtlgttm lIJapns.
WELLSPRINGS.

" When Jesus had lifted up Himself, and saw none but the woman, He
said unto her, Woman, where are those thine accusers? haJ,h no
man condemned thee? She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said
unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more."JOHN viii. 10, 11.
THE Mount of Olives has been the night resort of the Son of God,
a night doubtless spent in communion with His Father. And" very
early in the morning," He returns to the temple and the work which the
Father had given Him to do. Again He is the Divine seeker, fulfilling
His undertaking" to seek and to save that which was lost," the heart
of the Great Shepherd resting not " until He find it "-the lost black
sheep. His ever-ready enemies, as soon as He has "sat down" and
begun to teach" all the people" that" came unto Him," make Him
the object of their attack, buffeting words, and contradictions. They
drag in a poor degraded woman, and" set her in the midst" while they
ask the Lord, " Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very
act. Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be
stoned: but what sayest Thou? This they said, tempting Him, that
they might have to accuse Him." You see they are much more concerned in plying the Holy One of God with their wilfully siuful questions than in the sin of the poor creature. They call Him MasterRabbi-Teacher-nothing more; and they endeavour to show their
own learning and knowledge to Him Who was" perfect in knowledge,"
by quoting Moses and the Law. They quote from Leviticus xx. 10
and Deut. xxii. 22, and the Wisdom of God answers them on their
own grouud. If they will have the Law, they must abide by the Law.
At first He is as though He hears them not. "Jesus stooped down,
and with His finger wrote on the ground." That would be upon the
pavement of the temple conrt where they were. Jesus never intermeddled with civil affairs. He would not so much as pronounce an
opinion, but in Gospel truths which ever fell from the Divine lips
He would often improve the occasion, as when He answered the qnestions concerning the tribute money and the shewbread, and thus put
His enemies to silence and to shame.
The Holy One of God stooped down and wrote upon the ground.
What He wrote we are not told, but there is a passage in the Prophecy
of Jeremiah which speaks of names "written in the- earth." "0
Lord, the Hope of Israel, all that forsake Thee shall be ashamed, and
they that depart from Me shall be written in the earth, because they
have forsaken the Lord, the fountain of living waters" (Jer. xvii. 13).
What a contrast to the passage in Luke x. 20, when the disciples
are reminded by their Lord that in all their successes in preaching and
working miracles, "in this rejoice not, but rather rejoice, because your
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names are written in heaven." Names written in the earth: names
written in heaven. Well content should His disciples be to be fools
for Christ's sake, rather than have all the knowledge the world can
give without Him.
Where is the boasted learning of these scribes and Pharisees 1 They
are well versed in the law of Moses, and they exultantly quote it to the
One of Whom Moses wrote. He endmed such contradiction of sinners
against Himself. He is as a deaf man that heareth not. He has
purposes of love and grace and mercy to this poor woman, so He would
seem "as though He heard them not." The set moment has come for
delivering such an one from the grasp of Satan; "for thus the eternal
counsel ran: Almighty grace, arrest that one." And He, Who "hateth
putting away," is waiting to be gracious. Oh, the heights and depths
of grace! Everyone of her enemies is outwitted when the Lord will
save His Church and every member of Her in particular. How hope
was dawning in that poor woman's breast. How Divinely she was
garrisoned by a power which prevented the first stone and every stone
of torture and death. Her enemies had quoted the Law-" The men
of the city shall stone her with stones, that she die "-bnt she hears no
command to further the execution from that holy, separate, harmless,
undefiled Man before her. He had stooped down. His pme eyes could
not look upon the sin. But the heart of Jesus" knew what He would
do." There are purposes of love and mercy awaiting her. Meanwhile He deals with her accusers. "So when they continued asking
Him, He lifted up Himself, and said unto them, He that is without sin
among you, let him first cast a stone at her. And again He stooped
down, and wrote on the ground."
They had seen He had not attended to them. He had not replied,
and so "they continued asking Him." He is leaving His words to
have the desired effect. "Thine arrows are sharp ill the hearts of the
King's enemies." "The word of God is quick, and powerful, and
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart." And He is going to
show His wondrous healing forgiving power. He is exalted in Himself, though the heaviness in the heart of the Divine Man of Sorrows
made him to stoop. He stooped under the load of sin upon Him. He
wept over a sinful city. He was weary ofttimes. But for the joy set
before Him He endured, and He looked beyond the shadows cast by
sin, to the glory-beams of that time whell He should see of the
travail of His soul and be satisfied. That was "the joy set before
Him," and that was why He endured.
His words have taken effect. Neither the first stone llor any stone
is lifted to cast at the woman. And when they heard it, "being convicted by their own conscience, (they) went out one by one, beginning
at the eldest, even unto the last." Under the Law the chief accuser
was to cast the first stone. But he could not, being convicted by his
own conscience; neither could the second, he also was convicted by
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his own conscience. And so from the eldest to the last, they go out
one by one. Oh, beloved reader, how individual is the Spirit's work
both in slaying and healing. How solemn and searching are these
words; a conscience in each one either accusing or excusing them.
. The Divine words have hit the mark. Jesus is now "left aloue,
and the woman standing in the midst." She was where her enemies
had placed her. She has heard all He had said. She has seen every
one of her enemies depart. Yes, these learned men of the earth, well
versed in their Law, they had all skulked away condenmed, "convicted
by their own conscience." And now a hope springs up in her breast.
His desire toward her has found its resting-place. Transformed within
her heart, so recently beating with wickedness and evil, she has a hope
in His mercy. She could not leave His presence because of it, otherwise
she must have hidden herself away in her shame, escaped from the
presence of that holy, spotless, lovely Man.
And now He lifts up Himself. His pitying eye is directed towards
her. She is face to face with Jesus the sinner's Friend. Oh, the tender
tones of His voice! "'Woman, where are those thine accusers 1 hath
no man condenmed thee 1 She said, No man, Lord."
"No man, Lord." All my accusers are gone out. None of them had
one further word of condemnation against me. It is a plea for, a hope
in, His mercy. And she calls Him, Lord! Divinely superior knowledge this to that of her enemies, who had addressed Him as Master.
" They call me Master, and do not the things that I say." The words
of love and mercy and pardoning grace reach her ear: "Neither do I
condemn thee: go, and sin no more." Now there is no condenmation for
her. She stands in the perfect justification of Another. She is wrapped
about in the robe of His righteousness, and is sent away, healed,
forgiven, received, and rejoicing. The Gospel has done what the Law
could not do.
A gracious writer, enlarging upon this precious narrative, sholVs how:
" They had been rejecting the grace of God, and were making their
boast of the Law; and now, in the confidence that it was theirs, and
that they could use it, and by it entangle the Lord. they bl'ing forth
the adulteress. They had, to be sure, noticed His grace to sinners. All
His ways must have told them that. And they judge it of course an
easy matter to show Him to be the enemy of lIIoses and the Law. And
He gains a holy and glorious victory. Grace is macle to shout a triumph
over sin, and the sinner over every accuser. The Lord does not impugn
the Law. He could not, for it was holy; and He had not come to destroy, but to fulfil it. He does not acquit the guilty. He could not ; for
He had come into the world with full certainty as to the sinner's
guilt. It was that which had brought Him among us. And therefore
in the present case He does not pretend to raise such questions. The
sTImer is convicted, and the Law righteously lies against her. But
who can execute it 1 Who can cast the stone 1 That question He
may and does raise. Satan may accuse, the sTImer may be guilty, and
the Law may condemn; but where is the executioner 1 Who can
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handle the fiery power of the Law ~ None but Himself. Noue can
avenge the quarrel of Divine righteousness upon the siuner; none have
hands clean enough to take up the stone and cast it but Jesus Himself;
and He refuses. He refuses to act. He refuses to entertain the case.
He stooped down and wrote on the ground as though He heard them not.
He was not presiding in any court for the trying of such matters. He
came not to judge. But they persist. And then the Lord, in effect,
replies, that if they will have Mount Sinai, they shall; if, like Israel
of old, they will challenge the Law, and undertake the terms of the fiery
hill, why, they shall have the Law, and again hear the voice of that hill.
And, accordingly, He lets out something of the genuine heat of the
place; and they soon find that it reaches them, as well as the poor convicted one; and the place becomes too hot for them. They had not
reckoned on this. They had not thought that the thunders of that hill
would have made them quake, or its horrible darkness enwrapped them
as completely as the open and shamed sinner whom their own hand
had dragged there.
" The Lord, however, in giving the Law this character, in causing it
to reach the judges as well as their prisoner, proved that He was Lord
of that hill. He let, as I said, some of its genuine heat out. He marshalled its thunder and directed its lightning, and spread out its horrible
darkness, as the Lord of it. He made the hosts of that hill take their
march, and address themselves to their proper work. And then, 011
this being done, exactly as of old at the same place, this is found to be
intolerable. 'Let not God speak with us,' said Israel then (Exod. xx.
19), as now these scribes and Pharisees, 'being convicted by their own
conscience, went out one by one.' They can no more stand under that
place, which they themselves had challenged, than Israel of old, when
that mount let them know what it really was.
" All this has a very great character in it. The Lord is greatly
glorified. They designed to expose Him as Moses' enemy, but He
displays Himself as Moses' Lord, or the Conductor of that lightuing
which had once made the heart of the stoutest Israelite exceedingly to
fear and quake. But further; if this be His glory, it is equally our
blessing. If the Lord Jesus be honoured as Conductor of the fiery
power of the Law, we find that He does this for us. He lets this poor
sinner know this. While the scribes and Pharisees accuse her, He is
deaf to all they are saying; and when they still urge Him, He gives her
to see Him turning the hot thunderbolt on the head of her accusers,
80 that they are forced to leave her alone with Him Who had proved
Himself the Lord 0/ Sinai and her Deliverer.
" Could she desire more ~ Could she now leave the place where she
now found herself ~ Impossible. She was able to stand it as the
very Lord of the hill Himself. Need she leave that place ~ She was
free to do so, if she pleased. Those who had forced her there had gone.
The passage was open. She had nothing to do but to go out after the
rest, if she desire it. If she would fain hide her shame, and make the
very best of her case, she may. Now is the time. Let her go out.
3°
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The Lord knows her sin in all its magnitude, and she need not think
of remaining where she is and be accounted guiltless. If this be her
hope, let her follow her convicted accusers, and hide her shame out·
side. But no; she had learnt the tale of delivering grace from the
words and acts of Jesus, and she need not go out. Nature would have
retired. Flesh and blood, or the mere moral principles of man would
have sent her after the rest. But the faith which had read the story
of redemption acts above nature or the judgment of moral mau. She
remains where she is. 'This Mount Sinai' (as her accusers had made
that place) was not too much for her. The still small voice of mercy
which once answered Moses there, and again answered Elijah there,
had now answered her. The pledges of salvation were there exposed
to her as of old time to the fathers, and the spot was green and fresh
and sunny to her spirit. It had become' the gate of heaven' to her.
The shadow of death had been turned into' the light of life.' She need
not go-she would not go-she could not go. She will not leave the
presence of Jesus, Who had so gloriously approved Himself the Lord
of Sinai and yet her Deliverer. She was a sinner. Yes, and she knew
it, and He knew it, before Whom in solitude she now stood. And so
was Adam, as he came forth naked from the trees of the garden. But
she is willing and able to stand detected before Him. She could no
more retire to a thicket than Adam could continue in a thicket, or
wear his apron of fig-leaves, after such a voice. Jesus had confonnded
all her accusers. They had roared of the evil she had done, but He had
utterl:v and for ever silenced them. In the light of life she now walked.
Her conscience in a moment had taken a long and eventful journey.
She had passed from the region of darkness and death into the realms
of liberty, safety, and joy, led by the light of the Lord of life.
" This is the triumph of grace; and this is the joy of the sinner.
This is the song of victory on the banks of the Red Sea, the enemy
lying dead on its shores. She has but to call him' Lord: and He has
but to say, 'Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.' This
was full deliverance."
We can not overlook the passage which follows our text. Look at
verse 12. "Then." Here is a note of time; a circumstance above the
circumstances around. This event had taken place "early in the
morning." Jesus had shown His readiness and willingness, as well as
His ability, to save unto the uttermost them that come unto God by
Him. Now probably the sun has just risen. And Jesus stands, the
eternal Sun of righteousness, in their midst, and declares, "I am the
light of the world: he that followeth Me shall not walk in darkness,
but shall have the light of life." One sun illumines the whole world.
And Jesus is the one Sun of righteousness; a whole Christ for every
believer. There is no darkness at all with Hilll. "He that followeth
Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life." "Every
one that doeth cvil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his
deeds should be reproved. But he that doeth truth cometh to the light,
that his deeds lllay be made manifest, that they are wrought in God."
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We are told, "These words spake Jesus as He sat over against the
treasury "-treasury indeed, above all earth's treasures; "the sure
mercies of David," covenanted-for mercies, riches of grace and glory.
" A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth
good things." And again: "Every scribe which is instructed unto
the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, which
bringeth forth out of his treasure things new and old." Jesus delights
to bring out of His treasury riches of grace, salvation mercies, gems of
Gospel truth. They are gifts freely given; unpurchased so far as the
sinner is concerned, but blood-bought by his precious Redeemer.
Now the woman receives the word of command and enabling grace,
" Go, and sin no more." She is " a new creature," a new creation in
Christ Jesus. She is now no louger a friend of the world and of Satan,
but a forgiven, washed, loved, and redeemed child of God; no longer
to follow and delight in those deeds of darkness which have stained her
past life. She stands in the light of God, clothed in the spotless righteousness of her Saviour; received, pardoned, justified, and loved
freely, unutterably, unchangeably, eternally.
With reference to her might be said what John Kent wrote of grace
triumphant over the poor sinner J ane Pitts, of Plymouth, eminently
saved from her degraded life and surroundings :"Without one friendly hand or pitying eye,
Till He-the Good Samaritan-came nigh,
Bound up her bleeding wounds, His love to show,
And o'er the wretch His spotless mantle threw;
Said with a look of love the most Divine,
'This day I bid thee live, for thou art Mine 1 '
Oh I love beyond the seraph's piercing eye,
Whose heights are lost, and depths unfathom'd lie;
And length and breadth alike are known no more;
A sea without brim, bottom, bank, or shore.

" At Jesus' feet her crown she humbly lays,
For ever lost in wonder love, and praise:
No fa.ith foreseen, or works or duties done,
Which thousands rest their souls immortal on,
I

In whole or part the wondrous grace procured;
God to Himself the glory all secured.
"O'er heaven's gate a motto stands engrav'd:
'Let sin alone be damu'd, but sinners sav'd ';

And o'er the gate of hell's dark dismal cave:
'Jesus the purchase of His blood will have.'''
R.
WHETHER evils do come upon the believer night or day, secretly or
openly, to destroy him, the Lord preserveth His child from destruction;
and if stumbling-blocks be laid in His child's way, He hath His instru·
ments, His servants, His angels, prepared to keep the believer that
heystumble not,-David Dickson.
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FRONTISPIECE.
THE OLD CHURCH, WYTHOP, CUMBERLAND.

IN continuation of the EDITOR'S narrative of fifty years' Ministerial
experience, he this month introduces a photograph of the OLD
CHURCH, Wythop, so that his readers may form a judgment of the
state of things at the time of his appointment to the Curacy, in 1863.
He immediately set to work to raise funds for the erection of a new
building on a more accessible site in the parish, which was estimated
to cost the moderate sum of £800.

,Setnwna anll jtotef.l ot SermOnf'.
NOTES OF A SERMON
PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, BY THE RECTOR,
THE REV. J. ORMISTON, ON LORD'S DAY EVENING, JULY 13TH, 1913.
" In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah: We have a
strong city; salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks. Open
ye the gates, that the righteous nation which keepeth the truth may
enter in."-IsAIAH xxvi. 1, 2
IF you look in the margin you will find" truth" more exactly translated by the plural number-" truths." There are many truths in
God's Word, not one only. In some places, it is correct, God chooses
to speak of the abundance of His truth in the singular number, in others,
otherwise. I want yon to connect with this passage, the 9th verse of the
preceding chapter-" And it shall be said in that day," the same day
of which our text speaks, "La, this is our God; we have waited for
Him, and He will save us." "In that day shall this song be sung."
God chooses the times and the seasons affecting the interests of His
beloved redeemed Church. How precious the people of the Lord are
to His heart. "Yea," He says, " I have loved thee with an everlasting
love." It is the Divine oath, His" Yea" is yea; it is always true.
He abideth faithful. He can not deny Himself. Oh, dwell on that
blessed little word "Yea "-it is only three letters, but it is God's
"Yea." It has passed His lips once and that is enongh. He will
maintain the truth of it from everlasting to everlasting, and none
shall be able to gainsay it, or resist.
"In that day shall this song be sung." The Lord chooses the songs
of His people; He appoints them their songs, He does not leave them
to choose for themselves. God chooses the songs that praise His own
great Name. He has ordained how He will be worshipped and He
makes no alteration to snit anyone. He chooses to be praised, and
honoured and glorified as He will. "Thy saints shall bless Thee,"
all, the smanest and the neediest inclnded-they are all there. Does
the needy one take refuge to-night in the Name of names, in the Name
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that is above every name? Let the weak say he is strong; strong in
the strength of J ehovah, Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Oh, who can
assume power but OUI God, and assure it to those whom He has elected
tmto Himself; a people past reproach, accepted in the Beloved, graced
in the Beloved, altogether accepted and acceptable in Him? Such
are the people of God-all of them accepted by the Father, Son and
Holy Ghost alike. Even the weakest may be strong in the consciousness of his acceptance in the Beloved. He makes no difference, He
shows no partiality; His people are accepted in Himself, Who is
perfection and giveth no account of His matters to anyone. Oh,
children of God, be silent before Him. For this you have the Word of
God: "Let all the earth keep silent before Him."
" In the land of J udah "-Judah means praise-in the land where
they praise J ehovah with acceptance-in the land where all is praisethis song of songs shall be sung. "We have a strong city." This city
is called the New Jerusalem. There is a Jerusalem on earth. I have
visited it, and walked its streets and talked to its people. The J erusalem that now is, is passing away, crumbling to dust. Already more
than twenty J erusalems have all passed away in their turn, and their
ruins lie buried one beneath the other, and this one in turn is ready to
pass away. But there is a Jerusalem that liveth and abideth for ever.
Happy are the citizens of that city. It is no mean city. All those
other Jerusalems were built on earth and were earthly, but the better,
the New Jerusalem in the true sense, hath foundations. Her foundations
are in the holy mOtDltains, founded by God Who loves her. He will
keep her. His people who are redeemed with the precious blood of His
dear Son are saved, and He will keep them spotless to the end. "Happy
are the people that are in such a case; yea, happy are that people, whose
God is J ehovah," their own particular God. The Lord knoweth them
that are His. He knows His people, and He knows their names and
where they were born again. Their names are all in the Lamb's Book
of Life. God wrote them there, and keeps them there; they are in
J ehovah's own handwriting and He will never turn away from them.
His chosen people are loved with an everlasting love, therefore with
lovingkindness He draws them. What is this song? This is it, " We
have a strong city; salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks."
They are, to sing that song everlastingly; it is always the sameyesterday, and to-day, and for ever. This song will be sung by the
chosen of God. Their faith in the precious Lamb of God is unbreakable
and eternal. "This God is our God for ever and ever; He will be
our guide even tmto death." So believed the Psalmist and so he wrote,
and God has watched over this word His dear servant David wrote.
How He loves His people! to the end, and all alike. We do not believe
in partiality in the living God. He loves His own, and-this was said
of the Lord Jesus Christ-" Having loved His own which were in the
world, He loved them unto the end." Could God have said more?
But He has said so much. Cleave to it. Cling to it. Be of the happy
number, the grace-saved number of saints who cling hard, tenaciously-
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cling as if life itself were involved in it. Believe in simplicity, in godly
sincerity-believe. The promises are all Yea and Amen in ChJ:ist Jesus;
they can not be broken, they can not be altered. Having sworn by
His own great Name, He will inviolably keep that oath. "We have a
strong city." We are not ashamed of our nativity when we are born
again. We cleave to the root of the matter if we have been born again.
Do not doubt what God says. He is keeping you under the shadow
of His wings, in the secret place of the I\10st High-that is, the Holy of
holies. That was the Holy of holies where the golden mercy-seat was.
That was where transgressors were received through the instrumentality of the high priest. They were not afraid to trust God's Word.
Never be ashamed of Jesus, Who was crucified for His people and
rose again. "We have a strong city," and the strength of the city is
J ehovah-Jesus. He laid the foundation of that citv. "I lay in
Zion a foundation stone." He laid Himself in as the fOlindation ot His
Church on Whom she should rest for ever and ever. "'Ve have a strong
city "-Eternity will prove that! Oh, what a proving! She is being
proved now by the simple faith of her people. Do not doubt it-trust is the word, the true word. Trust and be not afraid. " Salvation
will God appoint for walls and bulwarks." Salvation-yesterday and
to-day and forever. Saved in the Lord with an everlasting salvationsuch are the people of God, an the people of God, only the people of
God. Are you all quite satisfied with your prospects, dear friends 1
Do you know Whom you have believed 1 And are you persuaded
that He is able to keep that which you have committed to Him
against that day 1 Oh! if so, hold fast that which is good. Defy
Satan and all his armies, they will soon pass away. They are numbered
for destruction, they must enter into judgment.
God Himself is responsible for the walls and bulwarks; oh, it is so
blessed to observe this, dear friends. lVlan builds walls about the
city and casts up bulwarks to defend it, but all these defences are
fleshly and fallible. God's foundation "standeth sure, having this seal,
The Lord knoweth them that are His." He has settled that, and He is
cleaving to them with an incontestible energy. He keeps His own.
Oh, how He loves this Church of the First-born; there is none like her.
How precious she is in the eyes of Him Who died for her, Who gave
His life in redemption of her, and holds her fast and will not let her go.
Do you think sometimes you are breaking away from such love, such
Divine love as this 1 I have no doubt yon do. The redeemed are
all more or less given to doubts and fears,·and these are very tyrannical in their energy. Believers are the only doubters. The others
have nothing to doubt about. They are going on the broad way, the
easy way, the devil's own way, and he will not have them be disturbed.
How God keeps His dear children! Watching over them, He tenderly
keeps every footstep, every trembling footstep. The children of
God are never so safe as when they fear. The Lord is keeping them
as the apple of His eye. Do not mistake that passage and think it is the
believer's eye-it is His own eye. Oh, how precious that must be.
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You know how we cling to the privilege of sight, and how much we
value that great boon; and the people of God are as His eye, His own
eye. He That keepeth you watches over you as the apple of His own
eye. Oh, what precious keeping! You are precious, fellow-believer,
most precious in the eyes of Him Who seeth not as man seeth but as
only God can see. "Salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks." God appoints all the safeguards of this strong city, all
her walls, oh, what goodly walls! and her bulwarks, oh, what glorious
defences! What weapon formed against this Church, think you, can
prosper 1 No weapon formed against her shall prosper. The Lord
watches over her with a Divine jealousy every moment. She is never
out of His sight. .. The eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and
His ears are open unto their cry." That is true. It is in God's Book.
He wrote it and He is not ashamed of one of His words. All is true,
preciously true, Divinely true. It is the Word of God which liveth and
abideth for ever.
Her walls are, He says, salvation. Wbo shall disannul His appointment 1 Who will deny it 1 Who can 1 Oh, wait, believingly wait,
wait long enough and time will show it, eternal ages will prove it.
In Isaiah Ix. 18, there is tills passage, "Thou shalt call thy walls
Salvation; and thy gates Praise." Oh, let every tongue show forth His
praise. Let every heart express gra~itude for His great gift-" Thanks
be unto God for His unspeakable gift." I like that word unspeakable,
-that wlllch can not be spoken. You may translate that word
"unutterable." Oh, rest in the eternities of these good thingsthese sure things-things that do not deceive you. "The sun shall be

no more thy light by day; neither for brightness shall the moon give
light unto thee: but the Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting light,
and thy God thy glory." Oh, what an outlook-what an uplook! He
is coming. Yet a little, little while and He will come. His Church has
waited long her risen Lord to see, but she has not waited in vain, she
will not hope in vain, for Christ will come, He has passed His precious
word for it. " I will make the place 01 My feet glorious." Oh, what are
His goings 1 Glorious-because His leet are glorious, His ways are
glorious. 'Vbo is like unto Him 1 The Chielest among ten thousand,
the altogether lovely One. "Whom have I in heaven but Thee 1 "
Heaven is empty without Him! But He is there. He is the
fulness of heaven. The heaven of heavens is His and all fulness is
there. Heaven is getting fnll. The Lord is taking home His saints.
He has counted them, and He is calling them in, upon high with Himself. What a Church! How glorious is she! Her light is an everlasting
light-the Lord Himsell. And the days of her mourning " shall be
ended." Ended is the word, and when God says, "Let there be
light, "-light will be; and when He speaks as here, "The days
of thy mourning shall be ended,"-they will end. There will be no
more mouming, no more tearful faces, no more aching hearts. The
former things are to pass away in a moment, in the twinkling of an
eye-it will take no time; dear friends, God is to bring it all to pass.
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His Will is to rule. All power is to bow the head in His presence;
He will glorify Himself in a moment. He will make the place of His
feet glorious. He is going to make it all glorious. The place where
I have walked in tribulation with My people, I will make that place,
laborious and painful as it has been, glorious. "All Thy works shall
praise Thee, 0 Lord; and Thy saints shall bless Thee."
"Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation which keepeth the
truth (in the plural number) may enter in "-those that hold fast to the
Word of God. Wheu He has spoken of His truth plurally it is because
of the perfection of the truth; because there is none like it, none
comparable to it. It is His own truth.
"Open ye the gates."
Shortly the Lord with His own almighty
voice is to utter these short words. Yes-at any moment, when the
Lord's time has come-He will say, "Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation, "-those who have laboured long and suffered much-the
righteous nation which holdeth fast to the truths, each in particular" may enter in." That is what you are waiting for, dear child of God.
We are only tarrying for a few moments and" in the twinkling of an
eye "-the Word so puts it-the Archangel shall utter His voice, the
Archangel. The Lord of Hosts has yet to utter His marvellous voice
and it "ill all come to pass. The Lord bless you and keep you waiting
through evil report and good report. In a little moment all will be
altered-all will come to pass according to His pleasure and His
infallible Word.
ENOCH.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. W. H. KRAUSE, M.A.,
MINISTER OF BETHESDA EPISCOPAL CHAPEL, DUBLIN.
" And Enoch taalked taith God,. and he was not, for God took him."GENESIS v. 24.
(Concluded fTV'''' page 410.)

BUT, again, I said another essential element in this walking with
God, is having peace and liberty in the soul, when we know that all
matters are settled between God and us. Depend upon it, it is of
great importance to have these things, as Mr. Cecil has quaintly said,
" put upon the shelf," so that we shall not have, every now and then,
to take them down to examine them, but that we shall be fully established in the truth. Before we can take one step of progress in our
spiritual course, we must have matters settled between God and us.
If there is to be that habitual tenor of soul which is spoken of as
walking with God, the Gospel message must be received by you in
your own souls, as if it had nothing to do with auy other being upon
earth; you must know that your sins are forgiven, blotted out for
ever in the atoning blood of the Lord Jesus. And remember this
matter must be " put upon the shelf."
There are men who are continually trying to build, and who are
building crookedly and unsafely; aud then they tell us, they can not
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get on in their spiritual course. What is the reason 1 Because they
have not ascertained that the foundation is right. It is essential to
this walk with God, that we should have peace and liberty of soul ;
that matters should be so settled that all the devils in hell could not
move us; that we should know that" as far as the east is from the
west, so far hath He removed our transgressions from us." As long
as you have a fear of God's wrath, or an uncertainty of God's favour,
you can not walk with God. I could not.
But we have said there is a third essential element in this walk
with God-an agreement betweeli God and us. Now, this is the
Spirit's work; no man by reasoning ever brought himself into fellowship
with God; no man ever brought himself to love God. Heathen men
have written a great deal upon this snbject, a great deal more than
many Christians suppose. The harmonizing of our minds with God's
mind, the putting together of that which was disjointed, that which
was completely disturbed by the entrance of sin into the world-this
is the work of the Holy Ghost.
To make this a practical snbject. There are many amongst us
who have said very ignorantly, and in a very unbelieving manner
sometimes, I do not know whether I can be a child of God or not.
Now, dear brethren, if there are any amongst you who are disposed
to think thns, I tell you, the sooner that matter is settled the better;
if the Holy Ghost dwell in you, there is an agreement between God
and your souls, that must be an evidence to you that God is dealiug
graciously with you. I can not understand how anyone born of the
Holy Ghost shonld say that he does not know it. If he tell me there
is a principle in his breast called the flesh, which is always going wrong,
always going contrary to God, I say, My Bible tells me a great deal
of that too; bnt there is also that which Scripture calls the spirit,
which is in harmony with the mind of God. I say it is a Divine power
which brings a man to know anything of God, which brings him to
the blood of Jesus for the cleansing of his conscience; nothing but
the power of the Holy Ghost can bring a man into harmony with God.
The Scripture says, " Can two walk together except they be agreed 1 "
You may depend upon it, the heart and the mind must be right with
God before there can be a walking with God.
We have to say a little, in the second place, on the nature of this
walk with God; we want to show you what are the characteristics of
a walk with God. And the first thing we would notice is, that the very
expression, walking with God, implies something of the habit of the
soul, something of the course of life; it is not the occasional flitting
of spiritual things through the mind, it is not excitement under the
pressure of affliction, or under the excitement of listening to the
preaching of the Gospel, or under some exciting word which may
come from a friend. It is not an ephemeral thing which lasts just for
a day, but it is the habitual course of the man's life. When I want
to know what a person is, I do not inquire as to the great acts which
may come out with prominence once or twice in his life. If I am told
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that a man is a liberal man, I ask, Why is he regarded as such? It
is not because on one occasion he gave ten thousand pounds for some
benevolent purpose; the question is, what is the tenor of the man's
life ?-is liberality interwoven with his daily history? And therefore,
I say, that it is the every-day things, it is the little things that make
the -character; thus the walk implies the habitual tenor of the man's
life-it is the having God before the mind, in that relation and character
which we have noticed as a Covenant God and Father in Christ Jesus,
a God with Whom we are at peace through the sprinkling of the blood
of Jesus; and then it is that we can come before the Lord, and say
in the honesty of our hearts, "Lord, Thou knowest all things, Thou
knowest that I love Thee."
_
There is another characteristic of this walk with God. It not onIy
implies the habitual tenor of the life, but also the submission of our
will to the will of God. And, dear brethren, this is a hard thing;
the man who walks with God is the man who goes in God's way, with
God. This is a very intricate subject. The child of God often learns
a hard lesson because he will go in his own way. There is a want of
honesty in us sometimes; we ask God to direct us, and at the same
time we do not mean to follow the Lord's leading. Your own lives,
children of God, will open up to you many such circulllstances, wherein
you have professed to walk in the Lord's way; perhaps said to some
bosom friend, I wish to go in God's way. if I could only Irnow it; and,
perhaps, you have been determined to go in your own way. To
walk with God is to go in God's way, with God; not merely, as it
has often been said, to make God walk with us. Every wicked man
would wish to do that; he would wish to have the Lord's care and
protection, and to have all that God could give him. But it is another
thing to walk with God; if it be in the dark, to walk with God still;
to know that He never changes, to know that" He is the same yesterday,
and to-day, and for ever," when we have got that knowledge of which
we have been speaking, the knowledge of Him as our Covenant
Jehovah; and to walk with Him, not only in the dark, but in the
light; in the time of prosperity and quietness, to walk with Him then,
not making a convenience of God, that when we are in the dark, we
should run to Him like little children, and catch hold of Him, and
think then we are safe; but in the light still to walk closely with God.
This, brethren, is something for us to consider in our own homes,
and on our ],:nees before God. We say these are the characteristics of
walking with God: that it is the habitual tenor of the life; that it
is the submission of our will to the will of God. And then, there is
the sweet communion with God in His Word and in prayer. Now,
whatever men may say of the spiritual life, depend upon it, there can
be no walking with God if we have not commwlion with Him in His
Word and in prayer.
It is a great want, the want of the patient reading of the Word of
God, the want of studying God's character as it is revealed in the
Word; not opening the Word, and reading one or two chapters, and
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feeling well satisfied because we have read them; but going to the Bible
for information, going to find there what God has said of Himself.
And then, fellowship with God in prayer. There can be no walking
with God where there is not a praying spirit. In turning over the
Scriptures, I find that all the men of God whose histories are there
recorded, were men of prayer; and God will have all His people a
praying people. We have sometimes wished that the Lord would
direct us, and we have thought that He was going to direct us, when,
perhaps, we have not been asking for His direction. I am sure that
there are those whose experience will convict them of this, that they
have thought the Lord was going to help them, and they have thought
the Lord ought to help them, and they have found that the Lord
was not helping them; and then, perhaps, they have been brought
where they ought to have been brought at first; they have been
brought to their knees then. God will not be treated in this way;
He is our Father, our Covenant Father in Christ Jesus; He never
changes; but He is a holy God, and He will be treated with reverence;
we must pray to Him. I believe that wherever faith is lively in the
soul, faith will speak; and therefore I say there must be prayer before
the Lord, in order to keep the walk right with God.
When I turn to the 11th chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews, I
find that the principle which was interwoven with the lives of the
servants of God who are there alluded to, was faith. You can not read
the Word with any profit, unless you believe what God has told you:
you can not go on your l.'Ilees to pray with any energy, unless you
believe what God has promised.
It is a remarkable thing, that when the Apostle speaks of this man,
Enoch, in the Epistle to the Hebrews, he tells us that" he had this
testimony, that he pleased God." And he adds, "Without faith it
is impossible to please Him." And how does he show this? He
says, The man who comes to God "must believe that He is"; he
must believe what the Scripture tells him about God, and he must
believe" that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him."
So that the faith that was interwoven ",ith this man's character, was
a faith which led him to a right understanding of all that God had
revealed concerning Himself, and that faith enabled him to believe
that God is " a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him." What
a position for any of us to occupy, that we should please God. And
this is the privilege of every believer in the Lord Jesus Christ. If
this idea be not brought home to your hearts, depend upon it you
never can go on your way happily; you will limp and stagger. The
great truth must be fastened on the mind, that we are accepted in
Christ, and that we do please God. We are not to go forward in a
doubting spirit, as if God were angry with us at every step-as if He
were only waiting for us to trip, and then punish us.
May the Lord enable us to understand these things experimentally.
May He enable us to give full evidence to the world around us that
we do walk with God; for, brethren, if we walk with God, the world
must know it.
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THE ESSENCE OF GLORY.
How wonderful and how blessed a thing it is for a poor sinner to have
peace with God-a peace grounded upon the redemptive work of our
Lord Jesus Christ. How precious to be able to say, " He wall delivered
for my offence,s and raised up again for my justification." Apprehending this by faith, we do indeed " have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ." Into" this grace" or gracious position we have
been brought by Him Who hath redeemed us, and in it we stand and
rejoice!
Blessed be God for guilt removed and sin put away! Every charge
that the Law could have brought against us has been met by our
precious Surety. He has smarted for it, and we who believe in Him
are cleared, for ever cleared, from all that was against us. God hath
made Him-the Lord Jesus-to be sin for ns; the blessed One, Who
knew no sin, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
and now He \Vho knows all that we are, as well as all that we have done,
can say, "Thou art all fair,I\1y love; there is no spot in thee." His
own assurance make,s us know that we are"Precious, as the blood that bought us,
Perfect, as the love that sought us.
Holy, as the Lamb that brought us
Inside the veil."
And now we stand firmly fixed on the Rock of Ages, and as we lift our
eyes, we look across earth's plains that we must traverse only for a
little while longer, and we can not but rejoice, for yonder is " the glory
of God."
What that expression really means we have but tbe very faintest
idea, but that it is something that fills all the being with delight and
satisfies the soul's deepe,st longings for ever, this is certain! All that
we can know is gathered from the Scriptures themselves. May the
Holy Spirit enlighten our eyes and touch our hearts all we seek to gather
them up!
Foremost among them are the precious words spoken by our Lord
J e,sus Christ Himself: "In l\1y Father's house are many mansions
[dwelling-places or permanent abode,s] : if it were not so I would have
told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare
a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto 1\1yself; that
where I am, there ye may be also" (John xiv. 2, 3). Oh, what rapturous chords awake as the Holy Spirit repeats to J ehovah's beloved
oues: "My Father's house"! Truly all the blessedness of Home is
there. The poet had caught the idea when he said :11

rt'Iy Father's house on high.
Ho'm.e 0/ my SQ7Ll, how near

At times to faith's foreseeing eye
Thy golden gates appear."
And how doubly sweet is the waiting one's anticipation, as the
Divine Comforter reveals the beauty of that other word, " I will come
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again and receive you unto Mysel!; that where I am, there ye may be
also." The Bride shall be the Bridegroom's satisfying Portion!
With Him, the Beloved of her heart, she too shall be eternally satisfied.
" He and I in that bright glory
One deep joy shall share:
JVline, to be for ever 'With Hinz"
His, that I ant there! "

Oh, yes, "The Lamb is all the glory of Immanuel's land." He Who
alone knows what He can be to the waiting hearts of redeemed sinners,
said to the dying thief: "To-day shalt thou be with Me in paradise"
(Luke xxiii. 43), and His petition continually ascends for all the saints:
"Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given ME, be with
Me where I am; that they may behold My glory, which Thou hast
given Me." Yes, they shall each one behold that glory given to Him
Who has achieved such mighty triumphs on their account. "Therefore," saith the Lord J ehovah Himself, "Therefore "-because He
hath been put to grief and by His knowledge justified many, for He
hath borne their iniquities-" therefore will I divide Him a portion
with the great, and He shall divide the spoil with the strong,"-that is,
those who have been made strong by the arms of the mighty God of
J acob. This is His intention, this is His desire. He hath triumphed
gloriously, and hath been crowned with glory and honour, and His
purchased Bride is destined to be with Him, not only to behold, but to
share the glory He has so dearly won (see John xvii. 21)-but to her,
HIMSELF is the Centre and the Sum of it all. Well might Dr.
Watts say:" Thou art the sea of love,
Where all my pleasures roll,
The circle where my passions move,
And centre of my soul."

No wonder that the Apostle had a desire to depart and to be with
Christ, which he knew would be very far better than the highest joys he
had known on earth, and probably he knew more than anyone else has
ever known of Him in this land, where the most that can be known is
but" in part," yea, he knew of nothing better than to be " at home
with the Lord" (2 Cor. v. 8). 'rhe Lord would constitute his" Home,"
his home would be wherever he found his Lord.
Beloved, does not thy heart glow with holy expectation as thou art
l'eminded, " So shall we ever be with the Lord" 1 Himself shall descend!
Himself shall take us np! Himself shall be our Home! And that
" FOR EVER! "

There is yet an added touch to the picture given to us by the Bessed
Spirit of God-a touch which, to the soul that pants after holiness and
conformity to the likeness of Jesus Christ, is delightful in its thrilling
power. "Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed
upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world
knoweth us not, because it knew Him not. Beloved, now are we the
sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: bnt we
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know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him, for we shall :see
Him as He is."
To the one whose greatest grief on earth is the small degree of his
Christ-likeness, this is jOyOUB news indeed. "We shall be like Him,
for we shall see Him as He is." Truly the Lord's beloved ones are
be'ing changed into the same image, as they behold His glory in the face
of Jesus Christ even uow; but to the iudividual the process seems
slow and, oh! so incomplete. Then, with the face-to-face vision of Him
shall come that complete transfiguration which was so often longed for
down here. Freed for ever from all that indwelling corrnption which
made the heaven-born spirit groan, being burdened, it shall eternally
reflect the glory of Him to Whose image the Father's love in farback ages determined it should be brought (Rom. viii. 29).
Beloved, does it matter much what thou art passing through now,
if "the glory of God" awaits thee? The toils and the tears, the
conflicts and the woes will soon be all behind. The Father's house,
the Beloved's presence, the uuspeakable joys and glories of the eternal
Home, will soon break fully UpOll thy view. Canst thou not solace
thyself with the thought, that" Then shall I bathe my weary soul
In seas of heavenly rest;

And not a wave of tronble roll
Across my peaceful breast."
" Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea,
saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their [wearisome] labours;
and their works do follow them" (Rev. xiv. 13).
If it were not a Divine communication, we could not believe that the
precious Son of God Who went to Calvary so willingly for us, and Who
now ever liveth on high to make intercession for us, will then "come
forth and serve" us. When He shall come again, in that day of the
gladness of His heart as well as ours, we shall go forth and behold Him
crowned, but oh! to think that HE Who has thus been honoured shall
come forth and still serve UB, this is wholly beyond our comprehension,
and yet it is written in words unmistakable, " The Lamb Which is in
the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living
fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes." "They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of Thy
house; and Thou shalt make them drink of the river of Thy pleasures.
For with Thee is the fountain of We." "They shall see His face; and
His name shall be in their foreheads. And there shall be no night
there; and they need no candle, neither light of the Slill; for the
Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever."
Beloved, tried and weary saints, the glory of God shall smely come.
We who by grace have been called are destined unto His eternal glory
(1 Pet. v. 10), and He Who has in tender love made us partakers of His
salvation will see that we obtain also the glory (2 Tim. ii. 10). Be it
ours all through this little while to walk worthy of Him Who hath
called us unto (both) "Hi, kingdom and glory" (1 Thess. ii. 12).
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Then shall we walk in the light of His countenance, and so be better
able to understand the essence of that glory, which the Scriptures most
fully describe as being" with Him."
Folkestone, May, 1913.
K. B.
[These thoughts have a pathetic interest, being the result of an
experimental foretaste, on the dying couch of the writer, of the sweetness
of anticipated" glory" and of the love that brings" many sons Quto
glory."-En.]
IN THE SHADOW.
THE great heat of the last few weeks has been trying to the health and
spirits of many, and it has frequently drawn out the thoughts of the
Lord's people to the contemplation of the refreshing in and from
Himself. It is so wonderful, as also so cheering, to find in the Word of
Life the remembrance and the supply of every need, and in connection
with the prostration induced by heat a striking emblem has been med
in the inspired Word of God to set forth the power and tenderness of
Him Whose lovingkindness is beyond expression. Relief for all need
is pointed out in =mistakable terms, " My God shall supply all your
need," not according to the poverty of man, so dependent upon many
circumstances, but" according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus,"
not only for time but for the endless ages to come.
You will remember how He pitied His servant J onah notwithstanding
his petulance, and that when Jonah was grieving, not for the distress
around him, but simply with disappointment that his prophetical
words of woe had not been verified upon the guilty repenting nation,
yet God had exceeding patience and pity. He had mercy upon the
penitent people, and He had mercy also upon J onah. He prepared a
gourd. How frequently we read in the Book of J onah of the Lord's
preparations, thereby testifying His personal interest, personal super·
vision, and personal action in all that concerns His dear people. Thus,
He prepared a gourd that it might be a shadow over J onah's head to
relieve him in his grief; and not only a shelter, but as an emblem also
to teach him. When the gourd withered-for God prepared a worm
to destroy it, and J onah was again exposed to the heat of the s= upon
his head, aud fainted-the Lord explained to him the significance of it
all-Jonah's pity on the gourd contrasted with His pity upon one
h=dred and twenty thousand people, and, note it, dear reader, "and
also much cattle." His tender mercies are over all His works. The
Lord is not only pitiful, but" very pitiful." "Like as a father pitieth
his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him." We know how
exceedingly tender a loving father is to his children; how he endeavours,
even though painful and hard to himself, to make all work smoothly
for them. Like as he is, so is the Lord in His pity and kindness. The
Holy Word is full of instances of the manner in which" He delivered
them out of their distresses."
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A dear little girl was telling me recently of her coming delight in an
afternoon garden party, and I cantioned her against running about in
the hot sun. She looked up so brightly and said, "Yes, I must keep
in the shade." I thought what a sweet verity for the people of God" I must keep in the shade." We should keep in the shade as regards
humility. "A haughty spirit (goeth) before a fall," and, "He hath
exalted the humble and meek." A gentle, retiring, unseliish disposition
is always attractive, and to keep in the shade or background is a sure
indication of being brought to the front in due time. And in spiritual
matters, oh! how important to sink self altogether; man nothing,
Christ all. Just as the well-known hymn rises in its crescendo notes
in the verse terminations from, "All of self and none of Thee"" Some of self and some of Thee "-" Less of self and more of Thee,"
to the final trinmphant note, "None of self and all of Thee,"-so the
believer, walking after the Spirit, finds more and more how necessary
and desirable it is that those around may see not himself but Christ.
It is not only needful but delightful to be in the shade, hidden in the
shadow of His hand.
Yes, and taking the word "shade" in another sense-as trial and
darkness, it is good to be in the shade. The dazzling glare and heat
of prosperity are not safe. Prosperity tends to spiritual giddiness,
jnst as sun heat in nature will prodnce sJ1llstroke. So, dear reader,
it is safer in the shade, and the child of God is thereby impelled to
declare "I would rather walk in the dark with God, than walk alone
in the light; " so alluring is His discourse, so cheering His whispers,
so gentle and firm His hold. Keep in the shade, dear reader. Keep
in His shade.
But my object in this paper is not so much to emphasize this view
of the subject as to bring forward the various ways in which the Lord
shelters His people from heat-the heat of a restless, feverish world.
Needless to say-for the heart Divinely taught knows it--the
Lord Himself is the "refuge," the" shadow," the "great Rock."
We read in Isaiah iv. 6: "And there shall be a tabernacle for a shadow
in the daytime from the heat, and for a place of refuge, and for
a covert from storm and from rain." "A shadow in the daytime." While all is light and activity, then it is we need the guiding
shadow as well as the sheltering shadow. "A shadow in the daytime
from the heat": this suggests the strain and fever of surroundings,
the rush and excitement of fervent zeal-sometimes in the Lord's
cause. For amongst some of His servants, there is much hurrying to
and fro, there is much spending and being spent. Oftentimes hardly
" leisure so much as to eat," is the lot of God's active labourers, and
then He says to them, as He did to the disciples of old, "Come ye
yourselves apart into a desert place and rest awhile." Come into the
shade. And what find they in that desert place in the shade 1 "A
Man "-the Man Christ J esus-" shall be . . . as the shadow'of a
great rock in a weary land." " My flesh longeth for Thee in dry
and thirsty [or as it is in the margin, wemyJ land, where no water is."
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The desert place, the weary land wherein the shadow of the great Rock
falls, imply heat and langour and thirst. The great Rock Christ, the
Rock of Ages, which casts the cooling, refreshing shadow over the
parched, longing, well-loved, weary ones, is great in working, great in
sheltering, great in refreshing, and great in loving. The weary land
becomes, under the shadow, a rejoicing place. "In the shadow of
Thy wings will I rejoice." They find "grace in the wilderness," great
delight" under His shadow," the shadow of the Great Rock.
We read also in Isaiah xxv. 4: "Thou hast been . . . . a shadow
from the heat, when the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm against
the wall." When the fiery heat of persecution has enveloped the
people of God, when martyr fires have been kindled, when the fury and
heat of cruel men have devised all manner of pain and torture, how
calmly the Lord has rested His witnesses in His shadow; not always
delivering them out of the fire, but sustaining them and walking with
them in it, as with the three faithful ones in the fiery furnace of
Nebuchadnezzar there was a Fourth. The incomparably sweet letters
of Samuel Rutherford were the fruit of a white heat of persecution;
the ever-living dreams of John Bunyan were the Divine teachings
during imprisonment; the fervent spiritual rapture of Madame Guyon
found expression in prison. ]\'[any saints of God have penned and
uttered the most exalted sentiments when in the shadow, "in the
desert," "in the wilderness." Ofteu has the Lord found His people
and blessed them and caused them to glorify Him " in a desert land,
in the waste howling wilderness."
Have you noticed, dear reader, the contrast presented by Hosea iv. 13
and Hosea xiv. 7? "They sacrifice upon the tops of the monntains,
and burn incense upon the hills, tmder oaks and poplars and elms,
because the shadow thereof is good." Oh! how jealous the Lord is in
His love, and righteously so. The mountains, the hills, the trees, are
all His own creatiou; here therefore is a double insult from His people.
" My people," He calls them, though they seek shade and refreshment
from other sources; wandering, rebelling, given to idolatry, looking
to the shadows of the stroug and beautiful oaks, the tall poplars, the
stately elms-the creations, not the Creator-trees that spring up out
of the ground and flourish, and in due time wither away; not the everlasting, ever-living God, the Tree of Life. Now, dear reader, turn to
Hosea xiv. 7: "They that dwell under His shadow shall return."
And after describing the subsequent prosperity, He goes on to say:
" Ephraim shall say, What have I to do any more ,vith idols? I have
heard him and observed him." And then I think His language is so
touching; comparing Himself to a tree, when His people had dealt so
treacherously with Him under the shadow of trees. "I am like a
green fir tree "-beauty, strength, joy, promise, fragrance, healthgiving exhalations, youth; and, as we remember the fir is evergreen,
suggesting how He is eternally the same. The emblem seems also to
compress itself into an expression of His great joy in the return of His
people. He adds, " From Me is thy fruit found."
31
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May we, reader and writer, abide under the shadow of the Almighty.
The oaks are strong and spreading, the poplars high, the elms beautiful
and stately; they may be compared with many "arms of flesh."
But oh! to be under His shadow always, to abide there constantly,
to " dwell under His shadow," to be hid in the shadow of Hi}; hand, to
rejoice in the shadow of Hif; wings.
One precious feature of a shadow-the nwst precious to me-is that
it necessitates nearness. We can not be in the shadow of an object
without being very close to it. And another feature is absorption. In
the shadow we are lost to view so to speak; the object covers us.
Oh! to be near to Him, to be absorbed in His shadow, where there are
security and happiness.
Lastly, we read that in the light of His presence and glory, " They
shall not hunger nor thirst; neither shall the heat nor sun smite them:
for He That hath mercy on them shall lead them, even by the springs
of water shall He guide them" (Isa. xlix. 10). This sweet assurance is
reiterated in the closing book of God's ·Word (Rev. vii. 16): "They
shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun
light on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb Which is in the midst of
the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of
waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes."
No shadow there! No shade needed, since" the sun shall not light
on them, nor any heat." No shadow, for all is light---" The Lamb is
the light thereof." Christ is there in all His unveiled loveliness and.. Glory shadeless shineth
In Immanuel's Land."

NETTlE.
i

THE AIM AND DESIGN OF THE THIEF.
" The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy."JOHN x. 10.
IT is not always that believers in Jesus, Jehovah's elect and regenerated
family, are alive to the fact that they by His quickening grace are
brought into a conflict with sin and Satan. But it is truly so, hence
the Apostle Paul says, "Having the same conflict which ye saw in
me, and now hear to be in me" (Phi!. i. 30). Sovereign grace engages
all the Lord's dear people in this conflict, and every variety thereof,
from the feeling sense of, "In me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no
good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that
which is good I find not" (Rom. vii. 18), to the fighting with wild
beasts at Ephesns (1 Cor. xv. 32).
We know how that arch-thief Satan stole from man in Eden the
uprightness in which God created him, and what death and destruction
to the human race followed that awful theft. Now he comes to God's
own dear children under various guises and in every variety of way:
(1) To steal their contentment; (2) To kill their comfort; and (3) To
destroy their confidence in God their Saviour.

r

The Gospel Magazine

483

1. To steal their' contentment. What a blessed and comfortable
spot to be brought unto is contentment; to see and behold mercies,
favours, and blessings on every hand in one's journey through the
wilderness; to have a feeling sense of these, by the gracious power
and operation of the blessed Spirit of God upon the heart. So did
J acob of old experience, who said: "I am not worthy of the least of
all the mercies, and of all the truth, which Thou hast shewed unto Thy
servant; for with my staff I passed over this Jordan; and now I am
become two bands" (G~n. xxxii. 10).
Paul speaks of it as a thing he had learned, perhaps in the school of
adversity, though he says: "Not that I speak in respect of want:
for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content"
(Phi!. iv. 11). From which experience of the power of God upon his
heart, and the grace of God reducing to a due proportion in his mind
all the things of time and sense in a perishing world, he found a present
rest and content in the mind and will of God, manifested to him in his
lot upon earth, and so could exhort every saint of God, "Let your
conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things
as ye have: for He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake
thee" (Heb. xiii. 5). It is the aim, the constant aim and design of
Satan, the saint's adversary, to steal from him this excellency of mind
and spirit with which the God of his salvation endows him. This thief
therefore labours to insinuate that the child of God might be better
off than he is; that surely if God was his Father he would be so, for
see, says he, how easily God could give you this, and that, and the
other, to make the present more full to you, more happy and more
enjoyable. Now, if in the midst of such Satanic insinuations and
temptations a poor sinner should" set him a chair," as one has said,
with a view to giving him a hearing, how quickly will he steal and
make off with former content, so that instead of- .
H

I am content with what I have,

Little be it or much,"
there is foundH

An aching void

The world can never fill."
And he joins dear Daniel Herbert in his mournful experience :"Oh, this unstable heart of mine

Is like the troubled sea;
The more I have, the more I want
When shall I settled be?
I want to trust, but can not trust,
A God of providence;

Although He bless from day to day,
I'm full of diffidence."
Thus does the arch·thief Satan steal from a dear child of God, and rob
him of a contented mind.
2. To kill his comfort. Comfort is so essential to God's living

•
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family while in a state of grace, that the Lord enjoined by His servant
the prophet the necessity thereof: "Comfort ye, comfort ye My people,
saith your God." And again: "If there be therefore any consolation
in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the SpiTit, if any
bowels and mercies." Oh, what a sweet spot the Holy Ghost leads a
poor sinner unto when He brings him to this spot! He is made to
taste in his soul a little of the love of God in Christ Jesus. And he
finds it sweeter than honey, and more to be desired than fine gold.
lIir. Hart makes this comfort to be an effect, a blessed effect, of a visit
of Jesus with His mighty love, to show the poor sinner his present
and everlasting personal interest in that love. It is a thing independent
of all outward circumstances, for says the Apostle:. "For as the
sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth
by Christ" (2 001'. i. 5). But oh t what deep plotting and scheming
in the mind of that envious, restless, implacable adversary, Satan, to
kill these Divine and spiritual comforts and consolations, and so to
cast God's child down from this grace-given excellency! One has
said: "Never is Satan more near a child of God to ternpt him, turn
him aside, and do him a mischief, than upon such an occasion." He
shows his special rage and wrath to that man who, as lIir. Huntington
has said, is in the enjoyment of " The comforts of union and foretastes
of bliss." So David bears witness: "0 how love I Thy law! it is my
meditation all the day." So said that other poor sinner saved by
grace alone-the mother of Jesus: "My soul doth magnify the Lord.
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour." But David has to
add, " Thou didst hide Thy face. and I was troubled" (Ps. xxx. 7). All
his comfort is killed. "And David said unto Gad, I am in a great
strait: let me fall now into the hand of the Lord; for very great are
His mercies: but let me not fall into the hand of man" (1 Ohron.
xri. 13).
lIir. Hart describes the experience of one who has had his comforts
killed : " I to my own sad place return,
My wr"tehed state to fill;
I tire, I faint, and mope and mourn,

And am but barren still."
So very dependent are we upon the Lord for comfort-to give and to
maintain it-that it is, "Lord, by Thy favour Thou hast made my
mountain to stand strong: Thou didst hide Thy face, and I was
troubled" (Ps. xxx. 7).
3. To destroy their confidence or hope. "Cast not away thereforeyour confidence, which hath great l'ecompence of reward" (Heb. x. 35).
To destroy his confidence was what Satan aimed at when he assaulted
Job. But the more violently the arch-thief of hell came against him
through his instruments to destroy his confidence and hope in God.
the more by the grace of God did Job cling unto God as his portion,
as the glorious first cause and last end of all things. "Though He
slay me," said Job, " yet will I trust in Him." Oh t how Satan labours
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to shake the confidence of a vessel of mercy in the love, favour, and
care of his Covenant God.
How soon Satan succeeded in obtaining a victory over the first man
Adam, thereby laying all God's fair creation in ruins, robbing the
earth and the entire posterity of fallen man of content, comfort, and
hope. And to-day, with the eye of discernment, we see him moving
thousands and tens of thousands to discontent, to seek for creaturecomfort where it is not, and to prop them up with a vain confidence
and a false delusive hope; for he is seen driving men incessantly from
the emptiness that is in the creature to the false hope held out by the
popish and Socinian systems of man's l·eligions. And being so successful
in robbing, killing, and destroying millions of unregenerate sitmers,
think you he will spare the called children of God 1 Nay, he will not;
he does not. Shall these not have in theiI- measure some conformity
to their glorious Head and Redeemer, Who was tempted in all points
as we are, yet without sin, when He came to lay the foundations of
a new heaven and a new earth wherein righteous persons should dwell,
the foundations of which He laid in His sin-atoning death, even as He
will plant the heavens with stars in the resurrection from the dead,
His own resurrection being the pledge and first-fruits thereof 1
What dreadful blasphemous things Rabshakeh brought to the ears
of good king Hezekiah to shake and destroy his confidence in God;
and how the dear man of God was for a time greatly shaken by them;
how he appears to have feared the fury of the oppressor as if he was
ready to destroy-to destroy his last refuge, his refuge in God. But
his Covenant God in Christ Jesus did not despise his affliction, but
appeared for him gloriously, and scattered all his enemies with His
mighty arm; in Whom we to-day" trust that He will yet deliver."
"I have prayed for thee that thy faith fail not," said Jesus to fearing
Peter, "and when thoil art converted" to the faith of~
U

Whom once He loves He never leaves,

But loves them to the end,"
then, "strengthen thy brethren." The Lord our righteousness, our
tower and sure defence against the wiles of the devil, Himself promises
to help, strengthen, and uphold us. Here is a poor and needy people
contitmaIly menaced in respect of a contented mind, comfort of heart,
and confidence in God; yet a people to whom He hath pledged Himself
in these words-precious words: "I will strengthen them in the Lord;
and they shall walk up and down in His name, saith the Lord."
Birkenhead.
G. A.
"THE world passeth away, and the lusts thereof; but he that
doeth the will of God abideth for ever." All other greatness is
only for life-it is frequently less durable-at death it ends. But
then the Christian's greatness-I wiII not say, begins; for it began
the moment he prayed-but then it continues, increases, and is
perfected.-William Jay.
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LESSONS FROM A WATERFALL.

" Behold, God exalteth by His power.' who teachethlike Him? Remember
that thou magnify His work, which men behold. Every man may
see it; man may behold it afar of}. Behold, God is great."-JoB
xxxvi. 22-26.

How grandly a waterfall illustrates many spiritual truths. One in
Kent, where a rustic bridge is placed over the stream just below the
fall of the water, is familiar to several readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
The river runs between Bexley and Bexley Heath, and the slope of the
land produces a waterfall. Let us under the Holy Spirit's teaching
apply its lessons to the child of God.
The progress of the stream is invisible and yet unpreventable. The
higher water looks so still, it seems difficnlt to realize how soon it too will
be dashing over the edge with equally impetuous fury as that which is
now falling over. Above, it appears to be motionless, but the fall
proves positively that there is real progress. Even thus with the
Lord's children. We seem sometimes to stand still in our spiritual
career, bnt it is never really so. Whether visible or invisible, there is
and always will be steady going forward in the Christian's course.
"He led them forth" of old, and He leads us forth to-day. We are
neither standing still nor going back while He keeps us abiding in
Himself.
The marvellous and beautiful green in close proximity to the water
suggests the Christian's power. In whatever circle he moves, whatever position he occupies, and in whatever circumstances he is placed,
he exerts a freshening beautifying influence on those around him,
and on all with whom he comes in contact. As the water proves its
presence by the brighter greenness of the grass around it, so the
presence of the Christian should be proved by his sway. His face is
set heavenwards, and his light must be diffused to glorify his Father.
The stillness of the upper waters speaks solemn lessons, too. They
seem to represent the still but dangerous calm of the natural man in
his unregenerate state. He is still, satisfied, and seemingly safe, till
the Spirit speaks and will be heard. 'rhen from the tranquil serenity
of those apparently motionless upper waters he is suddenly plunged
into a tempestuous turmoil of terror, doubt, and realized danger.
Those silent waters suddenly come to the edge over which the rest
are falling, and there are movement and dash in a moment. Such is
the condition of the natural man when aroused by the Spirit to think
of his soul. Yet the conflict, awful as it is to pass through, is not
permanent. Even as those waters will settle again lower down into
quiet, so the man who is arrested by the Spirit of God will go on his
way rejoicing. He will be more calm than before, but safe, for the
waterfall is past.
It vividly portrays also a sadder scene-the Godless man who has
passed through life and lands in the vortex of hell. Calm, calm was
that earthly way compared with this demons' home. Down, down he
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glided, wilful, careless, IDuepentant, till he has reached the bottomless pit. One shudders as he ponders the terrible certainty of hell for all
who have not received life instead of that living death. Let us turn
away and dwell rather on the perfect safety of the blood-washed tribe
below as further shown by the river. Storms stir that water, calms
pass over it, insects move it, and currents vex its surface, yet
it passes placidly on. It has started on its journey, and it will reach
its destination. In spite of all the changes which influence it, and the
variety of the places through which it hastens, its object will be fulfilled
aud its work completed. Surely so with the Christian. Much change
may touch his life, many storms may beat around him, still calms may
seem dangerous, under-currents may prove delusive, circumstances
may alter again and again, but still he is safe in Christ. As nothiug
will stop the progress aud course of the water, so these dangers and
hindrances do not really delay the child of God. He has started for
heaven and he will safely arrive there.
Again, that upper stillness illustrates the silent work of the Spirit.
Quiet as regards appearances, but moving with steady and irresistible
progress; so acts the Spirit of God. Silent and invisible in His operations, yet as distinctly influencing a life as those waters are influenced
by the waterfall. So the Spirit fertilizes and changes the life of those
in whom He dwells.
The banks of the river give us a double and a precious lesson. They
control the course of the stream. Where the bed slopes the motion is
more rapid, and where it is lowest the water is deepest. The Lord
Himself forms the Christian's banks, being to him a wall on the right
hand, and a wall on the left. He does not walk alone through life,
his God is round him always. Sometimes he is hedged into a narrow
pass and sometimes he is put iuto a rapid current, but never can he
lose his way, it is all marked out by the banks. Thus the Lord is his
bank of control.
The rocky bed of the stream preaches its O\VU grand sermon. The
first three verses of Isaiah li. instinctively come to mind: "Look unto
the rock whence ye are hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence ye are
digged." Ah," look" indeed! It is a " rock" of evil and a " pit"
of sin "whence" fallen man was "digged" by the work of
Christ. "Dust thou art," nothing better. He knew it. He knew
that we were" but dust" when He set about to redeem us with His
blood. Recall the first man's name-" Adam." Remember its
meaning,-" red earth." Adam is father of us all by nature. We are
all "hewn" from the same "rock." "And unto dust shalt thou
return" until the resurrection. Useless, profitless, valueless" dust"
is "the hole of the pit whence ye are digged." But" look" again.
There is another" Rock." "In the Rock of ages is everlasting strength"
(Isa. xxvi. 4, margin). It is well to look both ways; back to the
" rock" of nature's hewing-broken cisterns that can hold no water;
back to our hopeless, helpless coudition, and own ourselves wholly
undone; forward to the" Rock" of grace's providing_" The water
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that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water, springing up into
everlasting life "-forward to our Sin-bearing Substitute, aud own
ourselves" complete in Him." It was J ehovah Himself Who" opened
the rock and the waters gushed out." Therefore," One of the soldiers
with a spear pierced His side, and forthwith came there out blood and
water." The believer is washed in that" blood" and" accepted in
the Beloved." And forthwith Christ becomes his" Rock ~' of safety,
defence, and provision. "For they drank of that spiritual Rock That
followed them; and that Rock was Christ." Thus while sorrowfully
acknowledging the sinful "rock" whence we are derived, we
turn thankfully to the smitten" Rock" whereby we are delivered.
" That Rock" is ever ready to shelter us. Well may we exclaim in
Toplady's beautiful language, " Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide
myself in Thee." And the" Rock" of grace will " hide" the" rock"
of nature, and forgive aud blot out the sins of those who desire to be
thus hidden.
The waterfall bespeaks the return of our "Rock." There is a
progress, though unseen, in that higher level. It is not standing still.
There is a movement in the world to-day which heralds His near
approach. The npper waters betoken the centuries that are gone,
the waterfall suggests His coming. Every drop of that upper water
will soon rush over the hidden brink. So the world's present stillness
will soon be shattered by the close of the present dispensation. Dear
reader, are you ready for that 1 It is a blessed glorious hope for those
who are longing for Him. It will usher in an awful time for those who
are not ready. If you are not sure that you are ready, ask Him to
make you so by His Spirit. Then you will have the joy of the Lord
for your strength, the love of the Lord for your stay, the expectation
of His coming for your hope, and His realized presence for your all.
" Lead me to the Rock that is higher than 1."

Brixton.

ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.

THE WORD OF THE LORD.
IT was with the question" Yea, hath God said 1 " th~t Satan opened
his hopeless contest with the Church of God. "Thou hast said"
has been the stay and salvation of that Church ever since. Of herlong before He "created the waster to destroy,"-He had spoken words
of eternal and unalterable favour. One of them is found in Psalm
lxxxix. 19. Is it there the Holy Spirit, Who thus addresses the Father:
" Theu Thou spakest in vision to Thy holy one, and saidst, I have laid
help upon One that is mighty; I have exalted One chosen out of the
people" 1 God spoke; called the Church His holy one, perfect in
the comeliness that he had put upon her: "all fair," as the heavenly
Lover of the Song described her. But He saw too, and remembered,
her low estate, and " in vision" and while yet she appeared in purpose only, communed with Himself and her. He knew what her
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needs would be, and the helplessness of all nature, and revealed His
provision of a mighty Helper. "Help, Lord" has been the cry of
kings, conquerors and Apostles. "I will help thee" has bcen the unfailing reply of Him Who is ready to save. Satan, either by immediate temptation or through the agency of many, may say, "There is no
help for him in God," but the lie, as Jesus said, is his own. No unbelief
of mine can render of none effect the Covenant Word of J ehovah.
,. A Friend and Helper so DiviDe
Does my weak courage raise,

He makes the glorious victory mine,
And His shall be the praise."
" Yea, hath God said 1" "I have said, Mercy shall be built up for
ever" (Ps. Ixxxix. 2). Tender, restoring mercy is built by the hand of
the Comforter upon the top of strong, preventing, correcting mercy.
Surprising mercy succeeds keeping mercy; mercy that brings forgiveness waits on the mercy that has given repentance. His mercies are
new every morning; they compass about the people of God; they go
before, they follow after. "When the heavens are shut up," when
the people of God know not what to pray for as they ought, and the
Spirit's help is so secret that it can not be distinguished, one of the
sweetest encouragements is that He knows how to give though they
know not how to ask, and suitable provision will be sent down from
the Father of mercies and the God of all grace. "Is His mercy clean
gone for ever 1" The complaint reaches His ear, Who hath not dealt
with them after their sins, nor rewarded them according to their
iniquities. And He still delights in His Name while He teaches them
to fear it. For His mercy is not without His truth, and it is the cruci·
fied Jesus Whose Name is" The Truth," and the peace that is spoken
to listening ears is the peace that is made by the. blood of the
cross.
"Thou saidst, I will surely do thee good." Hath He said, and shall
He not do it 1 Hath He spoken concerning His servant's house for a
great while to come, and will not a promising, be a performing, God 1
" 'fhou drewest near in the day that I called upon Thee: Thou saidst,
Fear not." Fear not, Jeremiah; fear not, Abraham, Mary, Paul.
" Fear ye not the reproach of men, neither be ye afraid of their revilings" (Isa. li. 7). "Fear not; I will help thee "(Isa. xli. 13).
" God, Who at sundry times and in divers manners, spake in time past
unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto
us by His Son" (Heb. i. 1). Not by His lips only, but by His birth,
life, work, death, resurrection, His ascension into glory and His inter·
cession there. By these He has spoken again what He said when He
appeared of old: "Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love:
therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee" (Jer. xxxi. 3). Oh,
for the grace, for faith to be " lifted up the highest, and sing of none
but Him " vVhose " mouth is most sweet."
FOLLOWER-ON.
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THE fallen condition of man, with the inherent rebellion of his will to
the mind of God, is seen in its true colours by the enmity and opposition
universally manifested to the doctrines of grace. For many purposes.
for merciful and kindly arrangements in a fallen world, God has
provided that some amiable and estimable qualities should be portioned
out amongst mankind. Differences in disposition are visible among
the beasts that perish; and among the human race, whether savage
or civilized, the same varieties appear-whereby as far as this world is
concerned, mortal creatures benefit one another. It is wise and well
to discriminate between the moral and mental qualities that establish
a position in the earth beneficial to oneself and others, and the
spiritual nature communicated to a portion of mankind that fits and
prepares them to understand the mysteries of the Kingdom of Grace
while on earth, and to enjoy the full fruition of eternal blessedness in
the Kingdom of Glory. Some time ago the examiner of a large class
of boys gave an outline of the life of a lad who had been educated in
the school, and had conducted himself in every respect to the entire
satisfaction of his teachers. Truthful, diligent, amiable, conscientious,
the examiner added: "And where do you think he is now ~" With
one voice the boys exclaimed, " In heaven, sir." "Well, not yet," said
the examiner, " but he is in the Town Council." Whether or not the
lads might have considered his success a step heavenward, is not known,
but there are various mistakes made upon this point; natural amiability,
good conduct, and a little formal religion, deceive many who live and
die in the belief that heaven is the reward of these advantages.
Some thinking minds who are convinced that benefits, moral and
mental, are not qualifications to live with God, try to solve the problem
why it is some possess spiritual fitness for a life in heaven which others
with the same advantages never realize. That there is something
elective in the matter is plain, but does this choice originate with God
or man ~ This is the testing-point which decides between free grace
and free will ; Divine gift and human choice. The various views put
forth upon this all-important subject, for the most part have but one
tendency-to give man a prominent place by some supposed merit or
fitness as the cause of his election. The religion of human nature is
from man to God-the religion of the Bible is from God to man, and
the distinction between the true and the false may be detected by the
answer to the simple inquiry-Who begins, God or man ~
To be well established in the Scriptural truth of man's fall by the
light of the Spirit on the heart, is the first step to a gracious acceptance
of the doctrine of election. A sinner who is brought to see his own
ruin in the fall and his helplessness by experience, is not far off from
a humble and thoughtful acknowledgment that God's choice preceded
his, and was the moving cause of his choice of God. Partial views of
the fall lie at the root of the heart's enmity to the doctrines of grace,
but when sin in its depth, its magnitude, its bitterness, is discovered in
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the breast, and all creature comeliness turned to corruption, then, and
not till then, the power, grace, and love of God, in choosing, calling,
and keeping a sinner, become endeared to the soul from felt necessity.
They are not received as opinions, nor held as views, nor believed by
a mental faith; they are maintained as Divine truths that have a living
place in the rescue and salvation of the feelingly ruined, wretched, and
utterly lost child of Adam. There is no room for human merit
or creature fitness, so "they embrace the rock for want of a
shelter."
The pride of the natural heart rejects this great foundation truth,
that God must begin, but man to his last sigh will assert his right and
his ability to help in the matter of salvation, unless grace opens the
eyes to see that the purpose, plan, and performance are all of God from
first to last. A hearer of M1'. Newton complained to him that she
could not endure his high doctrine. He replied: "Madam, you have
not been brought low enough-such only value what you call high
doctrine."
It is an immense favour when God the Spirit breaks down the carnal
enmity of the heart to the doctrine of election; but a still higher
favour is bestowed when Divine mercy is realized, and the words of
Christ are fulfilled in the experience: "Ye have not chosen Me, but I
have chosen you."
With many of God's people their objection to this truth may be
traced to the fact that they are not sure they have an interest in it.
The relative or friend who has been left the largest share in a will is the
last to find fault with the testator. Objections and law proceedings
belong to the parties omitted, or only scantily provided for; and this
figure, employed by Scripture (Heb. ix. 15), illustrates the natural
opposition of the heart to a truth that can only be enjoyed by the
testimony of the Spirit: "Peace I leave with you, 1I1y peace I give
unto you;" this is the legacy of the Mediator of the New Testament,
"that they which are called might receive the promise of eternal
inheritance." All opposition and enmity to the doctrine of election
break down when intimation is given: "Son, thou art ever with Me,
and all that I have is thine." The heart is then filled with gratitude,
love, and praise, for an unconditional and unmerited salvation; and
Why me? is the sole inquiry raised, that must remain unanswered for
ever.

Many assert that they firmly believe in the doctrine of election, but
deny the propriety of teaching it. "'What saith the Scripture 1" is
the ouly reply to those who set up their judgment in opposition to the
revealed will of God. There are others who maintain they fully receive
it for themselves, but are timid with regard to those who are near and
dear to them, but in nature's darkness, living in sin and enmity to God.
The only cheerful ray of hope for such is God's election: "I, the Lord,
both search My sheep and seek tliem out:' and if He does this, it is
according to' His eternal purpose in Christ that can never be broken.
The Covenant of Grace, " ordered in all things:' secures the salvation
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of all the elect, and, though sunk in sin and filled with enmity, it may
be asked'
U

Who has surveyed the sacred roll.
And found his Dame Dot written there?"

The Surety and Advocate of the whole election of grace can not lose the
worst or the least of His chosen ones for whom He died. "My sheep
hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me "; "For that
which is impossible with men "-as far as their state and sunken
condition are concerued-" is possible with God." But, if mercy is
never manifested, the refuge of faith is the sovereign will of God.
" Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right? " and the effect of faith
upon the heart is, to bring the soul into submission to the will of God,
and to say with the Apostle: " But we are sure that the judgment of
God is according to truth," and with the Head of the Church: " Even
so, Father.
Many look upon the doctrine of election in a collective sense only.
A writer of note in our own day gives his opinion in these words: "The
election to eternal salvation is always predicated of the Church or of
believers collectively. The doctrine, therefore, should always be stated
with application to a plural, not a singular number. When an
individual is said to be chosen of God, it is to special office or work. It
is the Church which is choseu to everlasting life. We give no
countenance to a ready and vain-glorious confidence 011 the part of this
or that individual in his being a particular favourite of heaven--chosen
to eternal glory." All such arguments fall through before the Word
of God. Scripture not only testifies to the election of the Church
collectively, but individually, as set forth in Hebrews xi., and also the
last chapter to the Romans, where individuals are named with the
honourable and noteworthy distinction "In ChI'ist," and "In the
Lord." But, to come to experience in the matter, all evasive arguments
against the doctrine break down before an inwrought sense of total
depravity. When a sinner falls before God, under the felt need of
salvation, the great point is: Shall I be saved or lost? Am I His, or
am I not? The sinner is made willing to be saved, but the point of
distress is: Will God save me? Without laying down rules, or
measuring degrees, all the family of God who have found salvation,
felt they were lost, and needed a Saviour. The doctrine of collective
election will never satisfy the soul; nor can plural numbers give
security and peace in the conscience. Sin is a personal burden, and
the sinner needs personal pardon and an inward assurance of the love
of God. Professors may be content with the doctrine of election in its
collective form, as in t,he case of the Jews nationally or officially, or in
the instance of the twelve Apostles; but a sensible sinner needs a
feeling token from the Lord of individual interest in the love and
choice of God. This is the experimental use of the doctriue, as the
Seventeenth Article of the Church o~ England declares: "They which
be endued with so excellent a benefit of God, be called according to
God's purpose, by His Spirit working in due season." The working of
JJ

The Gospel Magazine

493

the Spirit is made manifest when anxiety begins in the soul, and nothing
short of a Divine assurance will satisfy the believer and give wellfounded peace.
" But," says some objector, " setting aside the carnal enmity of the
world to this doctrine, how is it that so many who profess and call
themselves Christians are opposed to it 1" There is a solemn answer
to this question. Said our Lord: "Many be called, but few are chosen."
Said ihe Apostle: "They are not all Israel that are of Israel." Profession is not possession, and "woe unto him that striveth with his
Maker" (Isa. xlv. 9). Bitterness of spirit against this truth confirms
the statement of Scripture: "The election hath obtained it, and the
rest were blinded." But the fact is, all the regenerated family of God
are believers in election, for, however ignorant they may be mentally,
or opposed to the term by the influence of others, they all either desire
or enjoy a personal interest in the love of God, and this is the core of the
doctrine. "'Who loved me and gave Himself for me," is the goal the
sinner longs to reach when life Divine is implanted; and, when the
believer can say, "I am my Beloved's, and my Beloved is mine," there
is no enmity then to the declaration of the Lord Christ: "Ye have
not chosen Me, but I have chosen you."
There are many unconscious Calvinists amongst the children of God
scattered through the world in various sects and parties, groping their
way as the blind, through ignorance, error, false teaching, and ties of
association; but ask them-Did they begin with God, or did God
begin with them 1 Was it by their will and choice or by Divine grace
alone they obtained the favour of God 1 Did He seek them or did they
first seek Him 1 The chord struck vibrates, and the answers prove the
origin, wlity, and vitality of their faith.
The choice of God in election is the separating line between the
Church and the world (Gen. iii. 15; John viii. 44; Psalm XXll. 30;
Matt. xiii. 38); and the call of every sinner by regeneration is the result
of God's eternal purpose which He purposed in Christ J esns (Eph. ili.
11); "and which God, That can not lie, promised before the world
began" (Titns i. 3). This sovereign act secures their preservation
throngh time, and their entrance finally into life everlasting. The
Holy Ghost by Isaiah declared: "All thy children shall be tanght of
the Lord;" and Christ J esns, quoting this Scripture, comments npon
it in these important words: "Every man therefore that hath heard
and learnt of the Father, cometh Wlto Me;" and the cause of the
sinner's coming is thus declared: "No man can come unto Me, except
the Father, Which hath sent Me, draw him;" which confirms the Old
Testament truth revealed to Moses: "I will show mercy upon whom
I will show mercy, and be gracions to whom I will be gracious." God
takes counsel with none of His creatures in this matter. He acts
according to the rectitude of His own sovereign will, irrespective alike
of creature helps or Satanic hindrances, and according to the unalterable
Covenant of Grace" ordered in all things and sure." Blessed are those
whom He has put in the Rock, Cltrist Jesus, and covers with His hand,
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while He makes His glory to pass by (Exod. xxxiii. 21, 22). Blessed
are they who can see God's glory in His election of some of mankind
to salvation when all deserved to perish, but more blessed are they,
who favoured by Divine grace are given to realize their election of
God, and taught by the Spirit to cry" Abba, Father," and~have
received proofs of adoption into the family of God which carry the
surest persuasions that they were chosen in Christ, and eternally loved
of God. They, at least, have no quarrel with the doctrine of election;
they have no merits to present, no righteousness to produce. Sinners
to the last sigh, they find in the sovereign discriminating choice of God
their only right and title to the blessings of redemption, regeneration,
justification, and salvation; and the cause of all this may be summed
up in Old Testament language, "My counsel shall stand, and I will
do all My pleasure" (Isa. xlvi. 10).
THE APOSTOLATE OF ST. MATTHIAS.
" And they gave forth their lots,. and the lot fell upon Matthias,. and he
was numbered with the eleven apostles ."-ACTS i. 26.

" AND he was numbered with the eleven Apostles" by Peter and his
colleagues, but not by the Lord Jesus Christ, for in His charge to
them (v. 4), He commands them to remain at Jerusalem, waiting for
"the promise of the Father, which, saith He, ye have heard of Me."
When, therefore, Peter suggested the election of a successor to J ndas,
it is plain he was doing an unauthorized act in a double sense. First of
all, he did not wait for the gift of the Holy Ghost, Who was to teach
them all things (Jno. xiv. 26); secondly, he undertook a work for
which he had no commission. No doubt the prayer (vv. 24, 25) marks
seemingly a desire to act in accordance with God's will, but this does
not preclude an error in judgment, nor atone for a presumptuous
anticipation of the purpose of Christ in bidding them wait for the
promised gift of the Holy Spirit.
It is not remarkable that when our Reformers drew up our Prayer
Book they did not inquire if the traditional idea of the apostolate
of Matthias was not at variance with the appointment of Saul of
Tarsus by the Lord Jesus Christ as the successor of Judas in office,
but an equal of Peter and John in the possession of apostolic gifts
and authority, and spiritual equipment. Indeed, St. Paul claims
equality with the other eleven Apostles appointed during our Lord's
earthly ministry. "For He that wrought effectually in Peter to the
apostleship of the circumcision, the same was mighty in me towards
the Geutiles" (Gal. ii. 8). "Not a whit behind the very chiefest
Apostles" (2 Cor. xi. 5). Recognition by Peter, James and John as a
fellow Apostle, with a distinct commission from the Holy Ghost to
work with Barnabas among the Gentiles, is concurrent testimony to his
claim. Much more might be written, but enough has been said to
show, I think, that the election of Matthias was not an appointment
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by the Lord Jesus Christ, but an early example of the tendency on
the part of Peter to anticipate the purposes of Christ. At all events,
from ancient times there have been those who have believed that the
real successor in office of the Apostle Judas was the great Apostle of
the Gentiles, Saul of Tarsus.
Strange to say, among the modern champions of the apostleship of
Matthias stands ont the renowned preacher, the late Canon Melville.
It was one of the privileges of my early manhood to listen to the
fervid eloquence of this distinguished divine in his Golden Lectureship
at Lothbury, and it is only the power of a deep conviction that leads
me to combat the opinions of so profound an expositor of Holy Scripture. But after years of study I fail to see any force in the laboured
attempt in his sermons on the Christian ministry to support the contention in favour of Matthias ever having exercised any apostolic
functions. Indeed, Melville practically admits this, while rather
gratuitously saying St. Matthias has left us little on record for the
instruction of the world. The fact is, he has left NOTHING! To
justify his argument in favour of the position of Matthias, Canon
Melville begins with what is the common resort of Roman and Ritualistic basis of unscriptural dogmatism, viz., the intercourse our Blessed
Lord had "with the Apostles whom He had chosen . . . being seen
of them forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom
of God." Canon Melville assumes" that He gave His Apostles instructions at this time with respect to the constitutiou of the Church, and
proper arrangements for handing down Christianity to remote ages
of the world." All this may be presumably true in a general sense,
but it does not include the remotest hint of a commission to elect a
successor to Judas Iscariot. Indeed, if we note carefully the precise
language of St. Luke (Acts i. 1, 2), the reference to Luke's Gospel
implies that the Saviour's instructions (Luke xxiv. 45-49) were expositions of the Old Testament Scriptures referring to Himself, the duty
of preaching repentauce and remission of sins to all nations as Christ's
witnesses, waiting at Jerusalem until they were endued with power
from on high. Everything in the way of electing another Apostle
seems quite excluded by this record.
Melville evidently realizes the difficulty of the situation, when he
describes the position of the Apostles in the interregnum between the
ascension of Christ and the descent of the Holy Ghost. but argues
that the conduct of Peter and his associates "was ordered" " with a
view to the instruction of more remote times." And that if they had
not acted as they did, there would have been a doubt as to the appointment of overseers of the Church in later times. And yet after all this
special pleading the Canon adds that the case of Matthias "can not
be put in as a precedent." But this, I fear, is what has been done.
The so-called dogma of Apostolical Succession is built upon the
doubtful election of Matthias, by the late Bishop Wordsworth in his
" Theophilus Anglicanus," and others. This makes the question one
of practical importance. It is not a point of orderly succession of a
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Gospel mllllstry, but a matter of consideratiou as to whether that
succession is to be made dependeut on an unauthorized intervention
of human agency. I believe with all my heart in a succession of
spiritually-endowed ministers, "stewards of the mysteries of God,"
which shall be continued until Jesus Himself shall take the rule of
His Church and put her in possession of her promised heritage of
glory. But a mere mechanical arithmetical succession to ecclesiastical
office is a tremendous peril to the well-being of both Church and State.
The pages of history are besmeared with the ghastly cruelties wrought
by men pretending to be successors of the Apostles. And the revival
of superstition and irreligion in 0UI' day is largely due to the same
cause. Although Rome has a' bad pre·eminence in this matter, yet
the evil is not confined to Episcopal Churches. Nonconformity has
its share, and even Presbyterian Scotland. One of the most tonching
records in the life of the Missionary of Kitmany, is the story of that
Sunday morning when Dr. Chalmers, who had entered the ministry
as an unconverted man, preached from John ill. 16, a Gospel sermon
which touched the hearts of two of his parishioners.
J. N. WORSFOLD (REV.)
TOUR IN THE HOLY LAND.
By THE LATE REV. CHARLES B. SNEPP, LL.M., VICAR OF PERRY BARK,
BIRMINGHAM.
(Continued from page 436.)
FRIDAY EVEN., December 8th.
ENCAMPED at Engannim, after a very long ride of more than eight
hours. We are very tired, and some of our party rather knocked up.
Bnt I must try to send you a few lines. We had to ask for soldiers to
guard our camp, as report tells of robbers around. The chief of the
village was very polite, we asked for three and he sent five.
The following morning opened with a lovely sunrise. Our dragoman
and two servants ill, but I am thankful to say Dr. Cranage is better.
Another fine rich orange garden before us; bnt just as we passed the
lovely scene changed, and a wailing noise was heard close by; mothers
and wives and children bemoaning the departure of husbands, fathers,
and children, all seized to go' as recruits to the Turkish war in Servia ;
1500 of such recruits had passed us this very morning. Oh, what a
sad contrast is this wailing to the lovely scenery around; truly war is
cruel in its very beginning as well as its close! "Good-bye," perhaps
for ever, has been sadly sounded from many a sorrowing heart.
Soon we entered the great and extensive plain of Esdraelon (rich
soil), extending for twenty-four miles, surrounded by beautifully
rising ground, hills and mountains in succession, the range of Carmel
stretching out in the distance. The plains of Esdraelon have been
the great battle-field of nations for ages, and perhaps will yet prove
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the scene of the greatest of all battles, prophetically described as the
battle of "Armageddon." The word itself seems to have its root in
the name Megiddo, which is also used sometimes synonymously with
"Esdraelon." Farther to the right we see the distant mountains of
Gilboa, and we recall David's funeral dirge over Saul: "Tell it not in
Gath, publish it not in the streets of Askelon," etc. (2 Sam. i. 19-27).
Not far from this, Israel was encamped when Gideon had his remarkable dream of the barley cake. Near this, too, was the water where he
tested his 10,000 armed men at God's command, and 300 only, who
Japped with their hand to drink, were selected to overthrow the great
hosts of Midian (see Judges vii.). Now before us rises up to view the
Little Hermon (not Great Hermon), and we pass on to the plains of
J ezreel and the remains of the city itself, so notorious for Ahab's wicked
reign and Jezebel's fatal end. " Dogs shall eat Jezebel by the walls of
J ezreel ;" and verily a striking illustration rose before us as we saw
dogs devouring the carcases of a dead horse and donkey, ca~t out as
they invariably are into the streets. We lunched on the slopes of
Little Hermon near the village of Shunem, where king Saul, before the
battle of Gilboa, consulted the witch of Endor (1 Samuel xxviii.), and
where in after times the prophet Elisha multiplied the widow's oil, and
promised and also raised to life the only son of a certain great woman
(2 Kings iv.).
We caught sight in the distance, to our right hand, of the country of
the Gadarenes and the Girgashites. We gathered some "aniseed"
from which the bl1.lsam of that name is made, and observed a beautiful
grove of oranges, and, still more remarkable, lofty hedges of cactus,
towering some ten or twelve feet high, and very thick; after lunch I
sheltered under them from the scorching rays of a burning sun. Our
path lay round the sides of the mountain, and having passed on a
little quicker, and before our party, I enjoyed a quiet time for meditation and prayer.
Now the city of Nain was in sight on the top of a lofty eminence,
calling to mind the Divine power and loving sympathy of Jesus as He
restored to life the only son of a widow (Luke vii. 11-17). "He touched
the bier, and said, Young man, I say unto thee, Arise." The city is
now in ruins, and as I rode up some yelling dogs devouring the carcase
of a horse warned me not to approach too near. I tarried, however,
till the rest of our party came up, and then descending the steep sides
we got into another large plain; most of our party were glad to avail
themselves of a good gallop. In the distance I came upon an armed
Bedouin, and could see his long sword just dangling below his cloak.
I soon joined him, and friendly signs passed between us; while at the
same time I felt this fierce Arab robber would have liked plunder best.
Shortly onr dragoman rode up; they saluted each other in Arabic,
offered and accepted a cigarette, and then a sham fight took place,
each showing his great dexterity and the training and speed of the
beautiful Arab steeds! Going at full speed, they could pull up in a
moment, whirl round, and the robber, with drawn sword, on his horse
32
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cut the figure of 8 just like the most expert skater. It gave us a vivid
idea how unpleasant it might have been to meet such a person alone!
Our very horses became rather excited, hence our dragoman politely
asked the stranger to keep at a respectful distance; he did so, but he
and I managed to climb together the steep and rocky ascent up the
beautiful mountain upon which the city of Nazareth is built. The
view from the plain is very grand, two lofty peaks towering above;
and from the highest of these tradition says the Jews endeavoured to
cast Jesus headlong down, but as Scripture tells us, " passing through
the midst of them He went His way" (see Luke iv. 28-30); hence
this is called "The Mount of Precipitation." Winding my way on
horseback up this rocky mountain, I found a splendid view at every
turn, was lost in admiratiou, and only wondered when it would come
to an end.
December 10th.
In the far-famed city of Nazareth, and under the shade of ancieut
olive trees, I must try to send a few peucil notes. It is the Sabbath
day, and I have just enjoyed the great privilege of preaching in the
beautiful little English church built here by our beloved Church
Missionary Society. Their service is in Arabic at nine in the morning;
but the church was placed at my disposal at eleven o'clock to hold an
English Protestant service. The people were very attentive, and I
felt it was a great privilege to proclaim the glorious Gospel to the
English people here, and to the English-speaking converts. I felt
rather tired with so many long days' ride, averaging about eight hours
a day for the last seven days, and the day was very hot; but I tried
to forget all that amidst the sacred spot and opportunities afforded me.
I had to take the whole duty, and I longed intensely for a glass of
water in the vestry, but could not get it till all was over. The congregation responded nicely, and listened attentively to the sermon;
my text was from John xix. 19, "Jesus of Nazareth:" dwelling first
upon the name" Jesus," and secondly upon the title, " of Nazareth" ;
and drawing the following five lessons from Nazareth: (1) Divine
selection; (2) Divine separation; (3) Divine humiliation; (4) Divine
faithfulness; (5) Divine sovereignty. Looking out all the passages
in my Bible about Nazareth, this was the result. But in the midst of
camp life, and din from all kinds of noises, it was not very easy to
prepare a sermon at a few minutes' notice. But the good Lord helped
me, and I trust it will not be in vain. I felt His gracious presence,
and some were pleased to speak very kindly about it. I hope some
day to preach the same sermon to my beloved congregation at home.
In the morning the Turkish governor of Nazareth came in state to
pay us a visit in our camp, and smoked and took tea with us. The
previous evening he had entertained us with a reception of a like kind
at his own house, only coffee instead of tea, also a sweet beverage
handed round. Of course we spoke through an interpreter, the deputy
governor, and we appreciated the honour done to us. The governor
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spoke warmly of what the English were doing, and owned Turkey's
power was now at a crisis either to fall or rise! The city of Nazareth
is most beautifully situated on a very high mountain, with a magnificeut
view across the great plaiu of Esdraelon to the far distant hills. Our
horses climbed the stony rocks, in some parts just like a great stone
staircase; they are sure-footed or it would be most dangerous. Thanks
be to God for gifting them with such wonderful powers, yet now and
then some of our party would topple over, though through God's mercy
without broken bones, or even sprains! We all feel we have much,
very much, to praise God for, and not least for fair weather, since the
rain would have added considerably to the danger of slipping, etc.
Besides the English Church here, there is a large Orphan Institution,
also a Hospital and Medical l\iission from Edinburgh. Our dragoman
was taken very ill last night; he had to endure a severe operation, and
was carefully nursed in the hospital till morning. Dr. Cranage is to
have an interesting Bible reading this evening, from 7.30 to 8.30, in
the house of the physician_ There are several ancient ruins here, and
a great deal to interest us. See Matt. ii. 23; Luke i. 26-38; ii. 4, 5,
39, 40--52; John i. 45, 46; Acts ii. 22, 23; x. 38-40.
December 11th.
Rose 4.30. After breakfast, and family prayer, started at 6.25 by
star and moonlight. It was a deeply interesting scene, awakening
feelings of deepest reverence and adoration. Greatly enjoyed communion with God in prayer and praise. A lovely rosy tint of early
morn soon burst forth, covering the distant hills with its halo of glory.
The scenery became sublime and grand, and still more so at the thought
that our beloved Lord and Master had ofttimes beheld it, and doubtless
begun many a day like this with the tribute of adoration and praise
vibrating from His hallowed lips and the rocks around to His heavenly
Father's throne!
Memory loves to dwell upon those charming scenes which our God
hath made so beautiful, and in the midst of which He placed His own
beloved Son for a period of nearly thirty years. Farewell, beloved
and honoured Nazareth, how sweet and beautiful art thou!
We now descend by a winding path to the plains below, committing
our invalid members to the gracious care of our heavenly Father.
"Cana of Galilee" lies beneath, snuggling down in the valley at a
short distance of about five or six miles north-east of Nazareth: the
position is fine, commanding a wide and rich view over the plains and
the picturesque hills rOWld Nazareth.
The first blazing rays of an IDlClouded sun burst upon us in full
glory just as we reached Cana. Passing into the midst of the village
we visited the Greek church, built, it is said, on 'the spot where Jesus
turned the water into wine, at the marriage feast, recorded John ii.
1-11. Here, too, we tasted the sacred wine of the country, and saw
the large amphoroo, or stone jars, holding" two or three firkins apiece."
Next we were invited by the Greek priest into his own house,
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where he hospitahlyentertained us with pure coffee, which at that
time of morning proved most acceptahle. His house afforded a good
illustration of the" madhaf," or guest-room, referred to in Luke ii. 7,
where Jesus was" wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a manger,
because there was no room for them in the inn."
This room was divided in two compartments, upper and lower, but
all in one; the lower contained the donkey and cow, with a stone
manger. Then one step up, and you got on the floor of the dwelling
and sleeping apartment; and here we sat and took our coffee, and
carried on, through the interpreter, an interesting chat. On one side
of the room I observed two great receptacles made of dried compo.
The only entrance was at the top. They were granaries for the preservation of corn through the winter, a simple illustration of "He shall
gather the wheat (only) into His garner" (Matt. iii. 12). And the
only way of drawing it out was by a plughole at the bottom. The
Greek priest is allowed to marry, and our host had a beautiful little
girl clinging to her father's arm. We also saw an infant cradle, for
rod:ing, of very simple but stri1:i.ng manufacture, full of rings, and all
of wood. There were several women in this apartment, mother, wife,
and attendants. They appeared frightened at the alarming rumours
of the Turks rising to massacre the Christians. So I asked our dragoman to translate a verse to them, "Trust ye in the Lord for ever,
for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength." One of the chief
women recognized the meaning at once; her eyes were lifted up to
heaven, and her countenance filled with joy.
In taking leave I shook hands with the priestess; she kissed my
hand, and then lifted it so politely to her brow. There are no Jews
here; the people are a mixed race.
In passing through the village I saw" two women grinding at the
mill," just as our Lord describes; and a little farther on my attention
was arrested by the flight and noise of three birds. A keen hawk had
just been defeated of his prey by the two little birds, who had managed
to fly higher up in the sky, above the hawk, so that he became powerless
to injure them, since the hawk can not see above him! What a beautiful
lesson this suggests to the Christian, when pursued by temptation and
danger. Fly above it, above it all, in faith and prayer, and you are
safe. "Draw nigh to God and He will draw nigh to you;" continue
" looking unto Jesus," and Satan Can not harm you there!
The scene is lovely. Before us verdant hills, and in the distance
may be traced the great Hermon and Lebanon, and a snow-capped
mountain; near at hand large beds of narcissus, and as we reach the
hills round Tiberias, and catch sight of the blue and beautiful lake of
Galilee, it looks so calm and placid.
Happy thoughts of "Jesus," His love, His life, His death, awaken
bright and blessed hopes. The hymn beginning, " My Saviour, I love
Thee, I know Thou art mine," seems to represent the joyous feelings
of the heart. And as the view of the beautiful Lake of GaJilee opens
out before us, we feel every spot along this shore is hallowed ground.
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Our blessed Lord spent a great part of His public ministry around
these shores. Look out the narratives in the Gospels and read them.
But we have not reached the lake yet. Distance, especially in the
hilly country, is very deceptive. We were feeling wearied and tired
under the long ride and the burning sun. But there was still more to
be endured before we could reach our halting-place. Barren hills and
rocks had to be climbed, aye, and descended too. What a contrast
to the populous and flourishing condition of former ages, when J osephus
speaks of the 2000 towns in Galilee. Oh, how changed! In descending the last mountain before reaching the lake, the heat became so
intense on the rocky slopes that it made me feel quite sickly; the
burning rays striking down the back and spine warned me of a sunstroke. My head was covered in the best way I could, but at every
turn in the descending path I knew not how soon the change of position
might expose the head. My only remedy was prayer. Blessed be
God, it proved all sufficient; a gracious answer was vouchsafed. I
reached the foot of the mountain in safety, and flung my wearied body
off my little Arab horse, under the shady walls of the ancient fortress
of Tiberias and in close proximity to the beautiful Lake of Galilee, too
tired to move a limb.
Here we lunched, and afterwards proceeded in cavalcade through
the dirty filthy streets of Tiberias, and along its open sewers the
smell was dreadful; and the pale squalid look of many of its inhabitants
told its own tale as they came out to gaze upon us strangers.
It was well we had lunched first, or I can not tell what might have
been the consequences. As it was, some of our party were feeling very
ill, and our dragoman was seized with fever; our tents were pitched just
outside the town and near the lake. We were longing for a bathe, so
the ladies started first to a distant creek, and the gentlemen afterwards
to another. Mr. Cooper aud I lay down to sleep first, and afterwards
enjoyed the bathe. Next we went to examine the hot baths, large
enough for a good swim; but we had been in the sea, and these hot
springs, reaching a temperature of 1440 Fahr., were too overpowering.
Still they were very interesting. There are two buildings and four
springs. The taste is extremely salt, and rather bitter, and a strong
smell of sulphur is emitted. They are considered good for rheumatism
and debility. They are mentioned by Pliny and by Josephus. It
was very interesting to examine these springs; even in the open air
the heat was so great that I quickly drew away my hand after dipping
it in the stream, a short distance from its spring. But what must be its
heat in the bowels of the earth 1 And what causes it 1 Surely it is
one out of many other evidences (such as Hecla and Vesuvius, etc.).
of the molten fire in the midst of our earth! Surely it is not without
its warning voice, " There is a Hell below! ..
The effects of a great earthquake, or rather series of earthquakes,
may be traced around; and even the fine oid walls and leaning tower
of the adjoining fortress display the cracks and fissures from this
mighty force, while the countless ruins around tell of its victory.
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Our dragoman was taken much worse and very ill with fever, during
the night had to send for a doctor, strong measures used, and though
cause for much alarm our apprehensions were lessened by the morning,
and prayer graciously answered.
December 12th.
Left Tiberias 8.30 a.m. At first we got into a fishing.boat to pass
on to the northern end of the lake; but some of our party being poorly,
and also fearing sickness, they decided to give it up and so remounted
their horses and travelled by the side of the lake.
It was exquisitely beautiful, and as the path wound up the high
ground it afforded us a splendid view. Oleanders and other flowers
strewed our path, and the invalids came quietly along.
In the distance we could see the spot where it is supposed the city of
Chorazin once stood; but so great and terrible have been the judgments
upon that highly favoured but guilty city, that with Bethsaida also
her site is scarcely knowu (Luke x. 13).
Passed along the sea coast to " Magdala," the former abode of Mary
Magdalene, out of whom Jesus cast seven devils, and to whom He
appeared immediately after His resurrection (Mark xvi. 9). It also
recalls the touching scene related John xx. 1-18.
In riding along, you may trace the wonderful richness of the soil, though
Magdala is now the ouly inhabited spot in the plain of Gennesaret.
J osephus describes Gennesaret eighteen centuries ago as an earthly
paradise, where the choicest fruits grew luxuriantly, and a continuous
spring reigned.
His words were not much exaggerated; for though more of a wilderness now, none can fail to remark its fertility. The shore is lined with
a wide border of oleander; behind this thickets of the lote tree and
groups of dwarf palms. I noticed beehives in the ruined walls of
Magdala, and farther on square erections in terraces, for catching
water and grinding grain. We passed over small fords, the very sight
and sound of these streams proving most delightful under the rays of
a burning sun. The 42nd Psalm came to mind; lIk Cooper read it,
and then we prayed in turn.
In the distance was pointed out the Mount of the Beatitudes, a
fine and commanding position.
Lunched at 1 o'clock, under the shadow of the Great Rock, very
wearied and exhausted; we had gone to the utmost of our tether,
riding for nearly five hours in the burning Silll. Rosendale ill,
Chamberlain ill, and Dr. Cranage very suffering. Two of our party
persisted in climbing the" Great Rock," and came down very hot and
tired. There was a delightful little spring near, from which we refreshed
our parched lips. We stayed rather longer here, and started between
3 and 4 p.m. for" Safed," a "city set upon a hill." Herds of black
goats, with their fine silky coats, passed along; three large flocks, one
after another. We had to climb another high mountain, and from the
summit we could still see the Lake of Galilee.
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Reached" Safed " before 5 p.m., and found our camp pitched on a
Turkish burial ground, much to our annoyance, but it was too late to
get them to move had they been so disposed. Towards night the
noxious gases seemed to rise, at any rate we fancied so; but there waB
no helping it.
" Safed " is situated on an isolated peak, which crowns the southern
brow of the mountain range; a deep glen sweeps round its northern
and western sides, and a shallower one towards the east and south.
A fine old ruined castle crowns the peak, from which there is a splendid
view, a glorious panorama; the Rauran mountains, the Samaritan
mountains, the plateau of Jaulan, and Rauran, stretching from the
banks of the Jordan far into Arabia, the ancient kingdom of Ba.shan;
the deep basin of the Sea of Tiberias lying nearly 2500 feet below; and
lastly the rounded top of the beautiful mount Tabor' The sun was
setting in the west, and the calm and solemn aspect of the whole scene
was very grand! Standing on the verge of this Turkish cemetery
and contemplating this magnificent view, a still and almost deathly
silence seemed to reign around! What a contrast to the once densely
populated land; and this very" Safed " supposed to be the" city set
upon a hill, which can not be hid," to which our Lord refers in Matt.
v.14.
But mark now the Divine displeasure, and the outpouring of God's
righteous anger against an ungodly and impenitent nation, according
to Isa. J. 7, 8! "Your country is desolate, your cities are burned with
fire; your land strangers devour it in your presence, and it is desolate
as overthrown by strangers." What a solemn truth!
December 13th. '
Mounted by moonlight and the morning star, 6.30 a.m. Daylight
soon broke, but only to reveal the precipitous road and the filthy streets
of the city. Indeed, part of our route was literally down the middle
of the open sewer, in the middle of the street, with its poisonous smelling mud; oh, how thankful we felt to get out of it! The next portion
of our road was very steep and narrow, and then we passed into a
gorge, between two lofty mountains; high up on one side cultivation
was being carried on, and the two persons breaking up the soil looked
lilre pygmies at the top, and as if in danger of falling each moment.
Next we passed a little stream, and springs of water, by the side of
which new plantations appeared to be carried on. Farther, a great
Phamician sarcophagus, supposed to be 2000 years old, and other
smaller ones arOlUld. 'rhe Sultan's government is said to own the
land, and the village communities underlet it. Very wearied we reach
an ancient well, where our second dragoman thought we might encamp
for lunch. But it would not do; so we had to ride farther and mount
a very high hill, on which the ancient fortress of Tibnin remained, a
good specimen of Phcenieian power, on a very lofty mountain, with a
fine commanding view of the whole country for miles and miles. The
castle, and many of its walls, still remain. The castle itself is reached
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by a large and long flight of stone stairs. Inside the open square of
the castle we were allowed to lunch, and afterwards the governor himself came to visit us, was very polite, and sat down on one of our mats
on the ground. Through our chief dragoman we carried on an interesting conversation, and amused him with our watches (one of them a
repeater) and our field glass, botanic knife, etc.; and fortunately he
did not seize them. His government pay is very small, only about
£40 a year; so I fear he makes up the remainder of his income by
what he can get, or levy upon his people. The governor took us all
over the ruins of this once famous fortress, and showed us his own
apartments. There was a splendid view of the Mediterranean Sea on
the one side, and the range of mountains, including Hermon, on the
other.

Dece:mbe:r 14th.
Rose 4.30, started 6.30. The clouds were low and threatening for
rain. Two or three of our party united in prayer, and the Lord
answered by lifting the clouds and dispersing them. Two soldiers
escorted us to the outside territory, and then left us with manifest
appreciation. In the distance we trace the Waters of Merom, and
Hermon piercing above the clouds, and Tyre jntting out, forming
together a very beautiful scene. Farther on Bedouins camp in the
valley, and now we descend on our way to Tyre, through one of the
longest and richest of valleys, or rather defiles, with deep and narrow
gorge; in some parts only room for our cavalcade to pass in single
file. The lofty slopes on either side covered with verdure, with the
evergreen holly and bay tree; oleanders too, blooming, together with
anemones, and ferns, and lilies, and another white flower, also the
locust trees and the cactus. It took us almost an hour and a half to
pass through this lonely valley, which at length closes in wild, barren,
and rocky grandeur. Outside we suddenly came on a large field of
wheat, very forward for this time of the year, and the blade about six
or nine inches from the ground; after which the ascent became steep
and stony, but afforded us another glorious view of the Lebanon range
in the distance, and another turn brings us in sight of Tyre. Along
our road we pass Hiram's Tomb, masonic and Phrenician. Lunch at
12 noon in an orange grove, and under the shade of a beautiful sweet
lemon tree, from which we gathered some delicious sweet lemons, and
after a rest started off again for the ancient city and harbour of Tyre.
Through the Divine goodness we escaped a very heavy shower; the
clouds were numerous, black, and low; in some of the adjoining parts
it was evidently descending in torrents, coming up apparently from
the sea, yea, and passed across the very route we were going, though
only for a very few minutes did it descend upon us. All our mackintoshes
were in sudden request, but we had scarcely got them on before the
rain ceased. Not wishing to be cUlllbered, I threw mine quickly off
again, and gave the heavy cloak to the charge of Joseph. We passed
the" pride of India" tree, with fluted berries, hanging like beads.
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A good gallop across the sands brought us to the nearest part of
Tyre, and we were soon in the midst of the imposing ruins of a fine old
cathedral church of the fourth century, 216 feet long by 136 broad.
It bears the marks of its ancient grandeur, and three great pillars of
polished red granite lie prostrate on the ground; one of them is double,
and measures 26 feet in length. The great Eusebius wrote a consecration sermon, still extant in his Ecclesiastical History (x. 4), in which
he describes it as the most splendid of all the temples of Phoonicia.
Here too the historian of the Crusades, William, Archbishop of Tyre,
presided for ten years. Here too the bones of the Emperor Barbarossa
were brought to rest beside the dust of a yet greater man, Origen; and
thus four celebrated historic names are closely connected with the
remarkable ruins of this splendid cathedral.
Leaving this, we passed over more sands, including a low sandy
isthmus, which is generally considered as the remains of Alexander's
causeway, joining the mainland to the island of Tyre and converting
it into a peninsula. We rode on to the extreme point by the sea, and
there they prepared our encampment.
(To be con/mmed.)

Qio ttefJP onll ell Cf •
THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY·
(To the Editor

0/

the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.)

DEAR SIR-Through the kindness of,friends the Mission has lately
received some valuable gifts of bound volumes of Gospel truth. These
we find very useful for sending with our other literatme consisting of
magazines, sermons, and small books. But the need just now is for some
increase of funds, to enable ns to meet the varions expenses of carriage
and postage to the several stations. Encomaged by the Lord's goodness and mercy hitherto, we cast omselves afresh upon Him to provide
for the future. The two following letters have just reached me from
friends who are labouring amongst sailors. "I am deeply grateful
to you for the two most valuable boxes of Gospel literature so kindly
sent for the thousands of sailors who annually visit this important
port of call. They are delighted to have the magazines after being at
sea for so long a time, and thank us again and again for them." From
another port: "Please accept my best thanks for the nice box of
books just arrived. They will be most useful in om work amongst
sailors." Thus we are encouraged to labour on, knowing that the
Lord has said, "My Word shall not return unto Me void."
Yours sincerely,
6, STIRLING ROAD,
BATH ROAD, BRISTOL, July, 1913.

R. E. BRIDER.
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GETHSEMANE.

" The spirit indeed is tvilling, but the flesh is weak."-MATTHEW xxvi. 4l.
REST here, my soul, a little space,
And from thy burdens gain relief;
Here gaze upon Hi s sinless face,
Bedewed with sweat, and blood, and grief:
From earthly thougbt and toil retire,
And hear the Man of Sorrows speak:
" Willing indeed the spi,.it is,
But verily the flesh is weak."
Remember, Lord, that grievous load,
Which was too great for Thee to bear', [JOhn
"',11, ,.ith]
Luke ulll. 26.
And think on me, my gracious God,
When I am burdened sore with care;
Thus keep my failing memory fresh,
While natme's weakness would repine;
The thorn within my quivering flesh
Will help me to remember Thine.
'Tis hard to Ullderstand that word.
When pressed beneath a load of pain" J'hy bu,.den cast upon the Lord,
And lIe will surely thee stlstain."
Yet, though I lllurmur and rebel,
And thus misread the gentlest stroke,
The spirit understands it well,
And bows its shoulder to the yoke.
Lord, never Jet my love forget
That midnight in Gethsemane,
When all my grief, and guilt, and debt,
Were by Thy Father laid on Thee.
Help me to watch through life's short hour,
And strength against temptation seek;
My spirit clothe with heavenly power,
For Thou dost know the flesh is weak.
West Hampstead.
WILLIAM

WILEMAN.

languishing in sickness, God will make His child's bed and
his pillow; when travelling through the valley of the shadow of
death, the Lord will be with him and enable him to sing, "I will fear
no evil: for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort
me." Thus He is with His people as their physician and nurse, in
pain and sickness; as their strength in weakness; as their guide in
difficulty; their ease in pain; and as their life in death. "I will
be with him in trouble."-William Dawson.
WHEN

•
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'Jtote£ltant lSeacon.
THE CHURCH IN THE WILDERl\TESS.
A

LECTURE DELIVERED BY THE LATE REV. S. A. WALKER, M.A.,
IN ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, IN 1877.

subject to-night, as you are aware, dear hiends, is " The Church
in the Wilderness." We find our text in the chapter I have just read
to you, and I read it because om' text was there-the 6th verse of the
] 2th chapter of the Book of Revelation, " And the woman fled into the
wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should
feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days." I dare
say there are many here to-night who hea.rd me last Friday evening
describe the character of the Church. I drew that distinction which it
is always necessary for us to bear in mind, that there is one idea to be
entertained concerning God's Church, and another concerning what
we may call man's Churcb. God's Church consists of God's saved ones,
all God's redeemed ones, all those who belong to Jesus, and have an
eternal interest in Him. Man's Church is a promiscuous assembly;
it is composed of some who know Christ, and of some who do not; but
as man, who forms that Chm-ch, can not discriminate, and can not tell
who they are that belong to Jesus, who they are that know Him, and
who do not, he is obliged to use some mark whereby men may be
united in this conhaternity. And that mark is evidently their acceptance of certain forms, rules, and ordinances, articles and confessions of
faith, and so on, which men draw up. These, we all know, may be very
good in themselves, and there are many people who may, and no doubt
do, accept them with all honesty and sincerity; but there may be
others-and these, alas! form often the largest number-who accept
them in a sense peculiar to themselves, or else accept them without
thinking of their meaning at all, allowing themselves to be guided and
directed by others, and giving a sort of thoughtless assent to what
they are asked to believe.
Now, on the contrary, the Chm-ch that is spoken of here under the
character of a woman is God's Church, and throughout the Word of
God that Church is distinguished emblematically iu this way, because
we are told that the Church is "the bride, the Lamb's wife" (Rev.
xxi. 9); that is to say, the Lord Jesus Christ has come into the world
to take into union with Himself a people who are to be in union with
Him for ever; those He has redeemed and delivered horn the power
of Satan and the condemnation of God, from sin and all imputation of
sin, and brought into His holy family, united under one Head, the
Lord Jesus Christ Himself, to be the object of God's love, and a monument of His grace for ever. It is evident, therefore, as I said last
Friday evening, that nothing can enter that family that is unworthy
of God, or out of harmony with the holy character of that commnnity
that God has formed for Himself. It is composed of many members,
and those members are members of the Church, because they are
OUR
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members of Christ. There is another standard in the world whereby
the Church is formed and constituted, and it is that those are considered
members of Christ who are members of the Church. There must be
something false there. God's Church is composed of those who belong
to Jesus; and, therefore, those who are members of Jesus are members
of God's Church. Man may form his Church upon another principle
altogether; but if he does so he forms it independently of God, and he
forms it under such conditions and with such resnlts as are merely
human, and which can not be depended on for a moment. There is no
life in that system, be assured of it; there is no acceptance with God,
there is no pardon for sin, there is no deliverance from wickedness and
vileness, such as only cau make us fit to enter into God's presence.
Turning to our text, let me observe that we have the character of
the woman who represents God's Church emblematically and figura·
tively set forth in a very beautiful way: "And there appeared a great
wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under
her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars." That is the true
Church presented to us under an emblem. "There appeared a great
wonder in heaven"! Everything that God does for His Church is
simply wonderful. The Lord Jesus Christ Himself is wonderful. It is
said by the Prophet Isaiah, "Unto us a Son is given; and His name
shall be called Wonderful" (i.."<:. 6). There never was such a wonder,
dear friends, as the sacrifice of God's dear Son; there never was such
a wonder probably in the universe as that God should make His Son
a victim for the sins of such creatures as we are. It is such a wonder
that we are told that the angels only desire but hardly dare to look into
it (1 Peter i. 12); it is such a wonder that eternity will never exhaust
its marvels, and the impression that it makes on the minds of those
who study it. There is another wonder connected with this-it is the
conversion of the sinner to that same blessed Redeemer. There is
nothing so wonderful, next to the sacrifice of Jesus, as the conversion
of a rebel against God. There is hardly a greater wonder than that one
who hates God should be brought to love Him; there is hardly a
greater wonder than that one who uses all the power that God has given
him against God should come to consecrate all those powers to God and
His glory; there is no greater wonder than that one who was the slave
of Satan shonld become a child of God; there is no greater wonder than
the transformation of an heir of hell and dupe of the wicked one into
an heir of glory. There is no such wonder as that, next to the incarna·
tion and sacrifice of the Lord Jesus.
Next to that is the great wonder of the manner in which God
accomplishes His work of conversion. When you or I want to produce
a wonder we contrive, by some external means, to arrest the senses of
the persons we desire to act upon, to excite within them a feeling of
surprise or wonder by the performance of something that they will
regard as beyond their ordinary experience-something striking, some·
thing marvellous. But what is there of such a character in the way
that God converts sinners? There is nothing that shows so striking a
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contrast between God's mind and man's mind as the way in which God
converts, and the way in which man attempts to convert; because
man can not convert, he can only attempt it. God converts quietly,
silently, unostentatiously. The seed of His Word is cast into the heart.
He acts upon it there silently, secretly, quietly, and without observation.
The seed germinates and takes possession of the whole heart and of
the whole soul, and subdues every facnlty of the sinner beneath i~self.
The operation of God's Word in the heart is something wonderfnJ.
The wonder goes on, and we see the result; bnt we do not see the act,
we do not see the performance. We see the individnal of whom the Word
has got possession; we see him rising, as it were, out of his original
natUl'e, his original habits, his original pursuits, and that he is gradually
and sUl'ely advancing into a state that will be a perfect contrast to what
he was before. It is, as our Lord says, " the seed cast into the gronnd ";
and we may rise night and day and watch the seed to see how it springs
up, but with all our watching we can not tell how; but we see that
it produces "first the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in
the ear" (Mark iv. 26, &c.). And all these marvels God, in His
sovereign power, accomplishes without man's interference, or without
any apparent effort on His own part, or desire to awaken surprise.
So it is with the power of the Word. Its effect on the individual
heart is no less marvellous; but the way in which that effect is
produced is more marvellons still from its quietness aud the absence
of all apparent effort.
When man undertakes or rather proposes to convert his fellow-man,
he gets up an excitement; he thinks if he can only stir up his hearers
to a state of terror, or anxiety, or distress, or grief-if he can extract
a groan from their breasts, and tears from their eyes-then he has
converted them, and he boasts of it as a case of conversion on a large
scale, when it may be nothing of the kind; it may be a case of nervous
emotion that will end in utter disappointment, or probably in a greater
hardening of those supposed to be converted, against the truth, and
against the Author of it. It is not God's way, and therefore it does
not prosper. My dear friends, God does not convert people through
their senses-He converts them through the power of the Holy Ghost.
It is not by taking violent possession of their ears, eyes, feelings,
imagination, or nerves, that God converts: He converts by the silent
operation of His Word, and His Spirit--bnt the effects are marvellons,
and for eternity. The effect is to tnrn men from darkness to light;
the effect is to make one, who has been an enemy to God's truth all his
days, a devoted self-denying friend, who shall, like Paul, "count all
things but loss for the excellency of the Imowledge of Christ Jesus" his
Lord (Phil. iii. 8). And the effect upon the man in His eternal state
will be wonderful. I believe that amidst all the marvels of heaven
there will not be one that will appear to the humble believer in Jesus
equal to the fact of his being there. How will he marvel at the thought,
" I am here; I am in heaven. How," he will be disposed to ask, " did
I come here? Could it ever be expected that snch a wretch as I was

510

The Gospel Magazine

could have gained the height, the glory, the blessedness, of Divine
favour and selection 1 How can I account for it 1 Certainly it has
not been by any merit or effort of mine. I owe it solely to the sovereign
grace of God in Christ." That will be the only explanation satisfactory
to the redeemed soul as it marvels at the manifold grace of God. The
operation of the Spirit of God in the most hardened soul is something
wonderful. The way in which that Spirit, day by day, helps us to
overcome our natural feelings, tastes, and habits, and brings us into
sweet captivity and obedience to Christ, is something wonderful.
(To be continued.)
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.
THE South London Sale of Work, at De Crespigny Park, resulted in
most satisfactory returns, and the Committee would indeed be thankful if similar help conld be given in other places. Mrs. Berry, of
Croydon, who was accompanied by Miss Berry and Miss Loosley.
opened the Sale. Addresses were given by the Rev. W. Sinden and
Messrs. Bonlden, Collin, McCarthy, and the Secretary.
The 106th Annual Report, with lists of Subscribers and Pensioners,
and a variety of other interesting information, is now ready, and will
be sent to any friends upon application, with the view of enlisting fresh
support for an Institution which God has so graciously blessed for
very many years, and which urgently needs new Annual Subscribers.
On July 4th, the 42nd Anniversary of the Hornsey Rise Home was
held. The day was fine, aud an unusually large number of friends
assembled. The garden was looking its best, many pleasant reunions took place, and the hearts of the aged pilgrims were made glad
by the visits of Christian friends. Many warm-heali;ed supporters of
the Institution were present, among them being Miss Ruth Cowell, Mrs.
Feesey, Mr. George Doudney, Mr. Alfred Hayles, Mr. Ebenezer Carr, and
the Rev. W. Sinden. The Lady Visitors conducted their Sale as usual.
Through the kindness of a friend, copies of the Centenary Edition of
Huntington's" Bank of Faith" were on sale, and every copy was disposed of. The useful and ornamental work found ready purchasers.
Tea was served in the Hall. In the afternoon, the Rev. Arthur J.
Day, B.A., of the Circus Church, Portsmouth, preached an excellent
sermon from Isaiah xl. 1, 2, and in the evening the Rev. J. H. Snow,
of Blackburn, delivered a profitable discourse from 1 Sam. xxv. 29.
The Committee cordially invite all who are interested in the welfare of
our" kindred in Christ," to pay the Society's Homes a visit during the
summer months.
Young people in comparatively humble circumstances founded the
Institution more than a century ago. They had to face many discouragements, but the work was of God, and it stood. To-day, amid
thick coming changes and omens of change, we find rest and quietness,
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as did they, in the Rock of Ages, and praise God for the things which
cannot be shaken and which remain. Above time's tnmult the Divine
voice speaks clearly: "Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My
words shall not pass away." Holy Scripture constitutes the clear and
definite basis of the Society, as embodied in the Trust Deeds and prefixed to the published Reports. Upon this the work has always been
carried on, and to it the Committee steadfastly adhere. It expresses,
with no denominational bias. Apostolic and Reformation Truth, hence
the Institution has always found warm supporters among those who
value the Gospel of the Grace of God, dear to the family of faith in all
ages.
Here is a letter from a Visitor in the country :-" I sometimes wish
every subscriber could have a turn at distributing to the recipients;
it would surely prove to them how great a help the Society is to a class
which used to be termed' the second poor.' The glad look of welcome,
the gratitude expressed for such constant and generous help, and
the silent tear-perhaps most eloquent of all----{joursing down the
furrowed cheek, are all together apt to give one ' a lump in the
throat' and a great feeling of gratitude for the privilege of being one
of the Society's almoners."

'J afJfJing 1EbentfJ.
A MONTHLY RECORD.
ONE of our contemporaries thus describes the great demonstration on
the Religious Aspect of Home Rule, which was held in the Albert Hall,
London, on June 17th last: "The London Council of United Protestant Societies had every reason to be proud of the Albert Hall
Demonstration on the religious aspect of Home Rule, held on Tuesday
evening. One bas attended some great meetings in that Hall during the
past dozen years, but one can not remem ber one of which, from the
beginning to the end, the feeling of determination was more intense,
or the expression of indignation more emphatic. The gathering was,
of course, non-political and non·sectarian. It was noteworthy that
among those who were present, or who had expressed sympathy, were
two Archbishops, three Dukes, three Marquises, twenty-three Earls,
seven Viscounts, nine Bishops, nineteen Barons, and forty Members
of Parliament. A cordial letter from Lord Roberts was read. The
Bishop of Manchester wrote: 'It is impossible to exaggerate the
importance of resistance to Home Rule.' The Bishop of Ossory wrote
that Home Rule was likely to injure Ireland in many ways. As one
looked round the crowded hall, one saw everywhere familiar faces.
Lord Kinnaird and Sir Edward Clarke were on the platform. Silo
Robert Perks sat with the well-known Methodist preacher, the Rev.
W. L. Watkinson, at the Press table. Dr. Guinness, a prominent
member of a famous Protestant family, offered prayer, and when he
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said, ' May there be peace in our time,' the audience responded with a
fervent' Amen.' That the meeting was to be one of great enthusiasm
was evident when the little procession of speakers, headed by the
Union Jack, appeared in the arena. Amid cheers, and the waving of
handkerchiefs, and the singing of 'Rule, Britannia' and the National
Anthem, and a lusty shont of 'Good old flag!' from the topmost
balcony, the platform was filled, and soon there was hardly a vacant
seat in the great Hall."
In reference to the Campaign against the Disestablishment of the
Church in Wales, the English Churchman has the following timely
remarks: "As we have already said in these columns, the upholders
of the Establishment are confronted with one great difliculty. Bishops
who on public platforms make fervent appeals to their hearers to defend
the Church, put forth no effort to cleanse it from the corruptions and
illegalities with which it has been so grossly defiled. Men are asking,
as we know, What are we to defend 1 Is it that noble institution bequeathed to us by our Reformers, or the same institution distorted
and polluted by prevalent Ritualism 1 The want of a faithful answer
to this question renders many irresolute who otherwise would be heart
and soul in the Anti-Disestablishment Campaign."
At the recent Conference at Swanwick in Derbyshire, of leading
members of the Church Missionary Society, a strong advance was
advocated and a fund of £100,000 was started. Within the last five
weeks about £80,000 has been promised towards this fund. This
more thau clears the accumulated deficit. We devontly pray that the
enthusiasm displayed in raising this large sum will be accompanied
by an increasing manifestation of jealousy for, and loyalty to, the
great Evangelical principles of the Reformation.
We are glad that the Protestant Reformation Society has drawn
the attention of the Archbishop of Canterbury to the sacerdotal teaching of "The Church Scouts' Prayer-Book," to which his Grace had
prefixed a brief introduction. The letter of the P.R.S. has drawn from
the Archbishop the statement that" it is quite possible that particular
passages in any such Mannal may call for re-consideration or elucidation
if the book should be re-printed." ,Ve should have been more pleased,
however, if the Archbishop had frankly admitted the truth of the
Protestant Reformation Society's statement, "that this book contains
statements which are either out of harmony with, or are plainly contrary to, the teaching of the Book of Common Prayer and the Articles
of the Church of England."

======

THE true remedy against tormenting fear is faith in God.-David
Dickson.

