..J
..J

I

o

..J

o

..J
..J

<!
I

z

I-

>-

Cl:

I-

THE

GOSPEL- MAGAZINE.
U

u OOllrORT TB, OOKl'ORT TB MY PEOPLE, SAITH YOUR GOD!'
DDIU.VOURING TO KBEP THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT IN THB BOND OP PBA-OB:'
U JESUS CHRIST, THB SUIlI YESTERDA.Y, .urn TO·DAY, AND PaR BVER:'

No. 584.

I

NRW SERIES.

f

AUGUST, 1914.

No. 1,784.
{ OLD SERIES

WlJc jfamil!2 lBortlon;
OR,

WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, OOUNSII:L, AND COMFORT.

"'''ho comfortcth us in all our tribulation, teat we may be able to comfort them which a.re in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. IJ _2 00&. L 4

A GOSPEL MINISTRY OF FIFTY YEARS.
(Oontinued from page 395.)
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" And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of
speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God.
For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus
Ohrist, and Him GrUcified."-l CORINTHlANS ii. 1, 2.
THE DISTRICT PARISH OF HOLY TRINITY, OLD IDLL,
STAFFORDSHIRE.
TOWARDS the close of 1878 the MASTER saw fit to set His servant
aside for three months from active parochial work, but granted him
during that time the fulfilment of a long-cherished deep desire.
In the pages of the Old Hill Ohurch Magazine for November, 1878,
the PASTOR addressed his People on the subject as follows:"My BELOVED READERS-The hand of a wonder-working GOD
is about to separate us. His ways are indeed past finding out.
My health, which in 1871 broke down through hard work-though
that work was a service of perfect freedom-has again warned
me of my mortality and frailty. When I resigned my late parish
in London, after having laboured in it for nearly ten years, and
came into your midst, it was with a fond hope that I should be able
to carry out a great mission of usefulness, my health being then
much improved. Deeply impressed, however, with the awful
29
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inroads being made by Satan and his agents upon the Church and
Faith of our beloved land, I threw myself without reserve into
several public movements put forth by faithful men to stem the
rising tide, and thus added to the already onerous duties of my
Parish. The demands of the past few years upon my physical
resources have been of no ordinary kind. The press, the platform,
and the pulpit-involving travel amounting to thousands of miles,
the addressing of hundreds of thousands of hearers, and mental
toil often carried far into the night (as much as seventeen hours'
writing having been performed in one day's work)-constantly
have taxed my energies to the full. But it was owing to entirely
exceptional circumstances that the fact was brought to light that
any real peril was being incurred. He, however, Who is 'very
pitiful, and of tender mercy' was pleased to give me timely warning,
and with His blessing upon the best medical advice and treatment
the worst symptoms have disappeared. The necessity of entire
rest, freedom from the many calls of ~he pastor's daily life, and
an entire change of scene, with open-air exercise, have been strongly
recommended by medical men. Hence the present separation
between PASTOR and Flock. Probably, when these lines come into
the hands of my many dear readers, I shall be occupied in gazing
upon the wonders of the land of Pharaoh and J oseph, and on my
way to the unspeakably more interesting land of Canaan! It has
been a life-dream with me to tread the very spot ",here JEHOVAHJESUS shed His precious blood for my unworthy soul's eternal
redemption, and to visit the hallowed scenes where He preached
and did His many wonderful works among the children of men.
Little did I think that the LORD would open up my way as He has
done in the present case. Fervently do I pray, beloved friends,
that this unspeakably great privilege which I am humbly hoping
shortly to enjoy will be used by the HOLY GHOST to qualify me
better to open out the Word-the Scripture of Divine Truthto gain understanding from Sabbath to Sabbath. Thus, though
indirectly, you will be permitted to share with me in the results of
my long-cherished desire. Let me earnestly beg of you to remember
me day by day at the throne of the GOD of Israel-that in body and
soul I may be kept, both going out and coming in. To evergenerous Christian liberality I owe it, under GOD, that I am able
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to leave my Parish and Flock in good hands and under efficient care.
May the hearts of GOD'S dear servants be abundantly encouraged
in the great work, and may it be my happy privilege to hear from
time to time that GOD the SPIRIT is working mightily. It is part
of my plan, dear friends, to take note of the wondrous scenes
t,hrough which, if the LORD preserve me, I shall pass, and to giv~
them to you in the pages of our monthly Magazine, and in the
form of lectures, early in the year 1879. And now, with all my
heart's affection and sincerity, I commi.t you to GOD and to the
Word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you a
inheritance amongst all them that are sanctified.
" Believe me, beloved Readers,
" Yours in the sure and certain hope of the everlasting
Covenant-till glory dawn,
" JAMES OP,MISTON.
"THE VICARAGE, OLD HILL.
" October 14th, 1878.
" , My GOD shall supply all your need, according to His riches
in glory by CHRIST JESUS' (Phil. iv. 19)."
In the goodness of GOD His servant was brought back in safety
and renewed health to his People in January, 1879, and as he had
through the pages of his Parish Magazine asked for the prayers of
his Parishioners, so on his safe return he expressed, through the same
medium, his desire that they should with him unitedly render thanks
to his FATHER and theirs for many and great preserving mercies.
" Praise is comely. It is also pleasant. GOD Himself is glorified
when a grateful heart pours itself out at His footstool. Yet, alas!
how much more ready are the children of GOD to 'ask' than to
, give thanks.' Well is it for us to be found with that Samaritan
who, when healed of his leprosy, returned to give glory to JESUS,
leaving the other nine to pursue their thankless course. The
pages, then, of our Parish Magazine may well this month bear
witness to our gratitude GOD-ward in that the fervent prayers of
the past three months have been abundantly and wonderfully
answered. The reunion of PASTOR and People, on the LORD'S day,
January 19th (1879), and the united public offering of thanks to
the MOST HIGH for the care and mercy extended to His servant
during a journey of nearly 8000 miles, must not suffice us. We
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will therefore put on permanent record our acknowledgments of
the Divine favour and Covenant faithfulness. From day to day,
from week to week, from month to month, did GOD'S remembrancers
plead that the sheltering wing of JEHOVAH'S providence might be
spread around the traveller both on land and water. It was
asked that improved health and strength might be granted, and
that the sacred scenes which were visited might minister to the
soul's edification, while affording fuller apprehension of Bible truth
and increased qualifications for the blessed work of feeding the
flock at home. On the other hand, the absent PASTOR pleaded
with the same adorable LORD, and at the same mercy seat, for
large blessings on those whom he loved in the ties both of nature
and grace. He asked again and again, whilst journeying across
the great waters, and while treading the holy places in 'the land
very far off,' that when the appointed wanderings should cease
he might once more tell forth as of old the glad tidings of
the REDEEMER'S love, the wonders of His redeeming work, and
the blessedness of His redeemed people. And now what has this
Covenant-keeping GOD done for us 1 He has put a new song into
our mouths by attending unto our cries. He said, 'Open thy
mouth wide.' We did so, and He hath filled it according to the
faith and hope which He put into our hearts. Not one good thing
hat~ failed us of all the promises upon which He caused us to rest.
MINISTER and People are now permitted to meet face to face, and
in the spirit of CHRIST to be helpers of each other's joy and sharers
of each other's burdens. The Gospel preached during the last
three months, too, has left a savour behind it grateful to the returned
PASTOR to find, while the testimonies of living souls to the faithful
manner in which the SPIRIT led them by the Word into green
pastures beget another and yet another song of praise. The neverto-be-forgotten Sabbath which last month saw so many prayers
literally fulfilled may hopefully be taken as a token that the late
long separation was designed to be a blessing to both the sower and
the eater of the Word. Oh! that indeed the future ministry of
him who, through suffering health, was led to visit the Land of the
Book, may, like a precious cluster from Eshcol, refresh the hearts
of GOD'S true Israel, and give evidence that all things work together
for good to them that love GOD. Then, once more, it will be found
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that' out of the eater' may come forth' meat,' and that the LORD
is able to make weakness do the work of the strong. A sevenfold
measure of the SPIRIT be upon all who, during those long three
months, pleaded with the LORD; and may it be that their souls
shall gather courage to persevere in prayer-in 'all prayer '-for
themselves, for those dear to them, for their pastors, and for GOD'S
work, both here and at large. The LORD hath done great things for
us whereof we are glad. Oh, for grace to show forth His praise,
, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to
His service, and by walking before Him in holiness and righteousness
all the days of our life.' Thus-yea, thus-let us magnify the LORD,
and' let us exalt His Name together.' "
One of the influences for bad on the Parish of OLD HILL was a
yearly "Wake"-as it was locally called-which was responsible
for much that could not be but saddening to those who had at heart
the spiritual and moral welfare of precious souls. The LORD gave
His servant a clear call to do his utmost to counteract the harm
done by this annual incursion into the Parish and to bring about
its suppression, and at the same time gave him each year the Wake
was held during his incumbency, words to speak to the assembled
crowds. His earnest prayer was that GOD might, in His good
time, be pleased to ordain that OLD HILL should be purged of this
yearly pernicious influence, and to His Name be the praise that
He eventually granted His servant this petition.
At the Wake of 1876 the VICAR for the first time addressed the
people assembled, and in 1877 was able to write as follows of the
Wake of that year. "MR. ORMISTON held a service at the so-called
, Wake' at OLD HILL. I t was remarked by many that the preparations for this Fair were not nearly so extensive as they were last
year, and certainly the attendance of people was much smaller.
The sight, however, was sufficiently pitiable, and the great enemy
of CHRIST and His cause drove a too successful trade. After a short
prayer meeting had been held in the Vestry of OLD HILL Church,
the VICAR and a few Christian members of the congregation
proceeded to the scene of revelry, where they were joined by several
other brethren, and the proceedings were opened with the singing
of the f3.miliar hymn, 'Rock of Ages, cleft for me '-printed copies
of which were freely given to the assembled throng. The most
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perfect quietude reigned while the VICAR addressed the meeting
from the solemn passage-' There is a way which seemeth right
unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death' (Prov. xiv.
12). The aim of the speaker was to show the deceitfulness of sin
and the corruption of the heart of man, and then to lift up the
crucified CHRIST of GOD as the one way of escn.pe from the wrath
to come for every grace-enabled soul fleeing to the LAMB. A deep
awe seemed to rest upon those present while the preacher earnestly
told out the solemn truths that GOD was not in the Wake or in the
sinful pleasures it provided, and that therefore those who could
revel in such things, whatever excuse they might offer the conscience
and however to them it might seem to be right to enjoy snch carnal
indulgences, were certainly treading those broad paths the end of
which were the ways of everlasting death. The address, which
lasted about twenty-five minutes and was delivered near the
Police Station, was followed by the singing of the hymn, 'There
is a fountain filled with blood,' after which the large crowd dispersed
in the most orderly manner. Numbers of the children of the
Sunday and Day Schools, together with the teachers, were entertained at the time of the objectionable Wake, by Mr. Haden Best,
at Haden Hill. Every endeavour was made to show the little ones
the perils and evils of the Fair, and many cheering proofs were
afforded that such Christian efforts were not in vain, amongst which
may be mentioned the fact that many of the children brought to
their teachers the money they might have spent at the Wake, and
asked that it should be used to relieve the poor famine-stricken
creatures in India.· Surely such self-denial is worthy of being both
recorded and imitated. The total amount thus given for the
Famine Fund amounted to £3 14s. Hid."
In 1878 GOD was pleased to give further encouragement. The
report was as follows :-" The annual' Wake' which was held at
OLD HILL last month [September] was not allowed to pass by
without an earnest protest being raised against its temptations,
its Godless pleasures, and its injurious associations. It was a
matter of no small gratification to those who, upon religious and
indeed on even lower grounds, object to this yearly carnival, that
the interest shown by the people in the follies of the occasion was
very markedly less than formerly. No doubt bad trade and the fact
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of the strike had something to do with the reduced amount of money
spent, but it must be acknowledged that the impolicy of putting
large sums of hardly earned cash into the pockets of strangers who
do not share any of our Parish burdens, such as rates and taxes,
but who forthwith turn their backs upon the place where they
have filled their purses, has come to be better understood by our
neighbours. The day is not far off probably, when the tramps
and traders from distant parts, finding it a hopeless speculation
any longer to spread their net of temptation in our midst, will cease
to visi.t OLD HILL. It is stated that in a neighbouring district a
similar ' Wake' has lately been suppressed. So long, however, as
the Fair is held amongst us, it is the intention of the VICAR" as
health and opportunity are granted to him, to lift up his voice in
loving tones of warning, and,to exhort his beloved Flock to abstain
from all association with so perilous and pernicious a form of evil.
The late Wake saw several special efforts made to lead the young
and others in the narrow path, and to save them from taIling into
Satan's snare. It was gratifying to observe that (as in former
years) some of our Nonconforming brethren in the Parish opened
their chapels and schools for prayer meeting; and other purposes.
A number of school children were generously entertained at Haden
Hill by Mr. Haden Best. A brief description may here be given
of the proceedings of this-the third-annual ' Wake Service' held
by the VICAR since the erection of OLD HILL Ohurch and the
formation of the new Parish. The service this year, as also last,
was conducted close to the Police Station, Mrs. Woodall kindly
providing a bench at her door for the speakers to stand upon.
Before proceeding to the place of meeting, however, the VICAR
and a few members of the congregation met for prayer in the
Vestry of the Church, and fervently pleaded for the power and
presence of the HOLY GHOST in the effort. Soon after 6 o'clock
a large concourse of people gathered round Mrs. Woodall's door,
and the hymn ' There is a fountain filled with blood drawn from
Immanuel's veins' was reverently and heartily sung. Mr. F.
Roberts first addressed the crowd, which, throughout the entire
meeting, was most orderly and attentive. Very faithfully did the
speaker warn the careless and thoughtless ones of the certain end
of all worldly pleasure, and the c(\ming into Di.vine judgment of
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every evil deed. With much power and pathos too he exhorted
the sin-burdened to see in CHRIST crucified the sure way of pardon,
peace, and prosperity. After another hymn, the VICAR spoke,
taking as the ground of his observations the Scripture' Come, see
a Man, Which told me all things that ever I did' (John iv. 29).
The heart·searching, heart·breaking, and heart-healing work of
the LORD JESUS CHRIST was expounded by the preacher, and the
case of the Samaritan sinner was minutely dwelt upon as illustrating
the way in which the REDEEMER delivers His own Satan·led people
from the snare of the great adversary. The tear·filled eye told
that the wayside word, spoken in dependence on the applying
power of the HOLY SPIRIT, had hit the mark, had touched the heart,
and those who had called the meeting together left the scene of
giddy pleasure with a deep conviction that the LORD had heard
and answered prayer. The same evening at 8 o'clock and also
on the following evening, special meetings were held at the Schools,
Reddal Hill, when Gospel addresses were delivered by the VICAR,
Mr. F .. Roberts, and Mr. B. Cartwright. Thus the voice of GOD
was lifted up, and a testimony was borne in grace, the effect of
which the Great Day will alone declare. And those who had the
unspeakable privilege of taking any part in these' Wake Services'
can put their hand and seal to that Scripture which says, , Blessed
are ye that sow beside all wa.ters '-for it was indeed blessed. To
the triune JEHOVAH be all the glory.;'
Our loving FATHER has been graciously pleased to allow his
unworthy servant, at present laid aside from active work, to know,
for the first time, within the last few days, that the" bread" thus
" cast upon the waters" thirty-six years ago, did not return to Him
void. A letter received on the 9th of this month from a dear
former parishioner at OLD HILL reads as follows: "I had occasion
to go to OLD HILL a few days ago, and was waiting for the tram
to return home, when a lady laid her hand on my shoulder saying,
, That is a face I know, and I think you would be able to tell me
how dear MR. ORMISTON is keeping now, and if he is well.' And
then she said, ' I love him dearly in the LORD. He is my spiritual
father; for when he was at OLD HILL I was a young and giddy girl,
and had gone to the Wake grounds bent on pleasure, when I saw
a little crowd, and dear MR. ORMISTON in the midst, speaking from
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John iv. 29, 'Come, see a MAN.' It entered my soul. I heard all,
and then turned and went home, all thought of pleasure forgotten,
for the arrow of conviction had entered my soul. I saw myself
a lost sinner and in great need of a mighty SAVIOUR, and I was in
deep soul-trouble for many months till GOD gave me His peace,
deep peace. I shall never, never forget that address; I often turn
to John iv. in deep thankfulness."
By 1879 the Wake had very considerably lost the attraction it
had formerly had for the Parishioners of OLD HILL. The following
very encouraging report could be written :-" Rowley Wakeso far as the OLD HILL section of it is concerned-is certainly going
down. This, to all who have the moral and spiritual well-being
of the Parish at heart, is matterfor thankfulness to GOD-to GOD,
for much fervent prayer has gone up to Him for several years past
that Satan's snare might be broken, and his temptation, especially
of the young, be put down in our midst. Nor alone has prayer
been oftered. A faithful little band of CHRIST'S servants has year
by year on four occasions accompanied the VICAR to the giddy
scene, and there warned the careless ones of their peril. On
Monday, September 15th, at half-past five, a prayer meeting was
held in the Vestry of OLD HILL Church, when the power and
presence of the SPIRIT were invoked, and soon after six a large
crowd gathered round the VICAR to hear a Gospel address on the
great question-' What think ye of CHRIST·~' (Matt. xxii. 42.)
The outward reverence and attention shown by the mass of people
-young and old-were extraordinary, and the power which went
forth with the Word of Truth was indeed an answer to prayer.
The preacher laid great stress upon the ' ye' of his text. 'Wbat
think ye of CHRIST ~ '-for, he said, to himself and others present
CHRIST was very, very precious. They could, with rejoicing, tell
what CHRIST had done for their souls. He had put their sins as far
away from them as the east is from the west. The preacher then
told his audience the way by which the LORD had, about twentyfive years previously, delivered him from the burden of sin which
helped to cast him to hell. He narrated what he passed through
as like a scene he had lately witnessed after a tremendous storm
of rain which swelled the River Stour to such an extent that it
overflowed its banks some forty feet, and caused it to rise so high
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that the bridge at Hayseech barely took the flow. He had walked
alongside the bed of the stream after the waters subsided, tracing
the wreckage, till he got to the works near Corngreaves Hall. At
that spot he was struck with the sight of a very large tree which
the flood had borne bodily down its course until it was stopped
at the weir, where it lay across the river. What a proof of the
might of that torrent flood! But a far mightier stream than that
had the blood of CHRIST proved to be in his heart's experience, for
it had swept away a load which otherwise had sunk his soul to the
nethermost hell. The blood of GOD'S dear SON had separated him
from his sins' as far as the east is from the west.' Down this
stream which the grace of GOD had opened at Oalvary had gone,
and gone for ever, ail his guilt, and away into the ocean of forgetfulness had it disappeared. For a sin-pndoning JEHOVAH had
promised-' Their sins and their iniquities will I remember no
more.' Oh! what mercy! Could any of his hearers at that roadside meeting thus by faith speak of their sins? That was what
he thought of CHRIST. What did they think of CHRIST? Was He
their sin-cleansing fountain? The preacher then set before his
audience the Gospel scheme of salvation, and in an earnest appeal
to the weary and heavy-laden, encouraged them to look alone to
the crucified yet living One Whose blood' cleanseth from all sin.'
The proceedings closed with the singing of the hymn :( JESUS, where'er Thy people meet,
There they behold Thy mercy seat;
Where'er they seek Thee Thou art found,
And every place is hallowed ground.
, For Thou within no wll,lls confined,
Inhabitest the humble mind;
Such ever bring Thee where they come,
And going, take Thee to their home.'
A deep impression seemed to rest on the mass of people, and some
moments passed after the close of the meeting before the crcwd
began to disperse. One of the hearers cr.lled the preacher aside,
and with emotion told his case of soul-distress, asking tor a further
opportunity of spiritual conversation. May the praying readers
of these lines be led to plead for the SPIRIT'S blessing on the seed
once more cast upon the waters."
T.HE E DITOR.
•;'
CLIFTON, B.RISTOL.
July 16th, 1914.
(To be continued hereafter-D. V.)
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THE HEAYENS OPENED.
" Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on
the right hand of God."-AcTS vii. 56.

-
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FOUR times in the New Testament we read of the heavens being
opened. They were opened over our Lord Jesus Christ at His
baptism. "And Jesus, when He was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, 10, the heavens we1'e opened unto Him,
and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting
upon Him" (Matt. iii. 16). They were opened over Stephen.
" Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing on
the right hand of God" (Acts vii. 56). They were opened over
Peter. "He fell into a trance, and saw heaven opened, and a certain
vessel descending unto him, as it had been a great sheet knit at
the four corners, and let down to the earth" (Acts x. 11). They
were opened over John, the beloved Apostle, when "he was in the
isle that is called Patmos." "I saw heaven opened, and behold a
white horse; and He that sat upon him was called Faithful and
True, and in righteousness He doth judge and make war. . . . And
His name is called the Word of God" (Rev. xix. 11, 13). Let us,
in dependence on the guidance of the Spirit, consider some of the
teaching which these remarkable incidents are intended to convey.
First, The heavens were opened over the Lord Jesus at His baptism.
A twofold reason may be given for this wonderful event.
1. The heavens were opened h~ order that our Lord and Saviour
might Je equipped for His ea1'thly ministry.
Prophecy had said: "The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him,
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and
might, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord" (Isa.
xi. 2). Accordingly, the heavens were opened and the Spirit of
God descended like a dove and lighted upon Him. He was thus
anointed with the Holy Ghost and with power, that He might go
about doing good, and that He might heal all that were oppressed
of the devil. As the Mediator of the Covenant it was needful that
He should be equipped by the abiding presence and power of the
Spirit, in order that He might accomplish His redeeming work.
Hence, by the Spirit of God, He cast out devils, by the anointing of
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the Spirit, He preached good tidings to the meek, bound up the
broken-hearted, and proclaimed liberty to the captives; and,
through the same eternal Spirit, He offered Himself without spot
to God. His people, also, need the same power and equipment.
They need to tarry, before beginning any work for Him, until they
are endued with power from on high. In vain will they labour in
their own strength, and at their own charges. Not until they
receive the power of the Spirit can they be true and faithful
witnesses for Him. All spiritual power is from heaven. We have
no power of our own. We are not sufficient of ourselves to think
anything as of ourselves. "Our sufficiency is of God," ·Whose
throne is in the heavens. The Apostles were bidden to preach the
Gospel to every creature, but before engaging on this gigantic task
they were to wait until their ascended Lord had dispensed to them
the power of the Spirit. And as the heavens were opened to equip
the Lord Himself for His earthly ministry, so when the Apostles
and other disciples "were all with one accord in one place,"
" suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty
wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. . . . And
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with
other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance" (Acts ii. 1-4).
For power to testify the truths of the Gospel, for guidance, for
spiritual instruction, for courage, for power to stand against sin,
and for grace to be fruitful in every good work, we need to look up
to our God in the heavens. He alone can strengthen His people
with might by His Spirit in the inner man. He alone can daily fill
them with His Spirit.
2. Observe that the heavens were opened over the Lord Jesus
that the Father might bear testimony to His person and character.

It was from the opened heavens that the voice came which said,
"This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased." This
testimony was specially intended for the comfort and assurance of
John the Baptist. "John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit
descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon Him. And
I knew Him not: but He that sent me to baptize with water, the
same said unto me, Upon Whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending,
and remaining on Him, the same is He which baptizeth with the
Holy Ghost. And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of

The Gospel Magazine

461

God." We may reverently ask, "Who is Jesus of Nazareth ~ "
The voice from the opened heavens gives the answer. He is God's
beloved Son. He is "the Only-begotten of the Father." He is
the eternal Son of the living God. He is " over all, God blessed for
ever." This testimony to His Divine Sonship was repeated at His
transfiguration, and the words were added, "Hear ye Him." All
His true sheep will listen to His voice, and follow His footsteps,
for they are assured by the testimony given from the opened heavens
that He is their Lord and their God. With Nathanael they are
ready to say, "Rabbi, Thou art the Son of God; Thou art the
King of Israel." With Peter they are ready to say, "Thou art
the Christ, the Son of the living God."
Secondly, observe that the heavens were opened over the protomartyr, Stephen.

With a face ," as it had been the face of an angel" he stood before
his judges. His testimony so cut them to the heart, that they
gnashed upon him with their teeth. "But, he being full of the
Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory
of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, and said,
Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing on
the right hand of God." This wonderful vision was granted to
Stephen, first, that the truth of our Lord's ascension into heaven
might be demonstrated. The Apostles had seen Him ascend.
The angelic messengers had spoken of Him as " This same Jesus,
Which is taken up from you into heaven," and now the heavens
were opened, and mortal eyes beheld our ascended and glorified
Redeemer" standing on the right hand of God." He is therefore
gone into heaven and is on the right hand of God, and angels,
authorities and powers are made subject unto Him. He" did truly
rise again from death, and took again His body, with flesh,bones,
and all things appertaining to the perfection of man's nature;
wherewith He ascended into heaven, and there sitteth, until He
return to judge all men at the last day" (Article IV. of the Church
of England).
But this vision of the opened heavens was also granted to Stephen
to bear testimony to the sympathy which our ascended Lord has
for all the members of His mystical body. Usually our Lord is
described as " silting at the right hand of God," as an indication
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that He has finished the work of redemption. Here, however, He
is described as "standing on the right hand of God," suggesting
that, in deepest sympathy and concern for His servant Stephen,
He had risen from His seat to strengthen and support him in his
trial, and to conduct his spirit safely to glory when he had sealed
his testimony by his martyr-death. How full of comfort and
support must this glorious vision have been to Stephen! How it
must have sustained him as his enemies "ran upon bim w"ith one
accord, and cast him out of the city, and stoned him!" And how
unspeakably comforting it is to all the members of His body to
know that they have a High Priest Who can be touched with the
feeling of their infirmities, having been in all points tempted like
as we are, yet without sin! Yes, our glorified Redeemer cares for
His tried, tempted, persecuted, and affiicted people. "K 0 man
ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it,
even as the Lord the Church. For we are members of His body,
of His flesh, and of Hisbones."
" Yes, for me, for me He careth
With a brother's tender care;
Yes, with me, with me He shareth
Every burden, every fear."
Cast your care, then, upon Him, for "He careth for you." He
knows your trials. He sympathizes "rith you in your affiictions,
and His love for you is unchangeable and abiding. The opened
heavens testify to His tender compassion towards His people.
Thirdly, observe that the heavens were opened over Peter.
Peter had gone upon the housetop to pray, about the sixth hour.
He became very hungry, and while food was being prepared he
fell into a trance, and he " saw heaven opened, and a certain vessel
descending unto him, as it had been a great sheet knit at the four
corners, and let down to the earth." In this vessel were "all
manner of four-footed beasts of the earth, and mId beasts, and
creeping things, and fowls of the air." He was bidden to rise,
kill, and eat, but he said, "Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten
anything common or unclean." The voice answered, "What
God hath"cleansed, that call not thou common." By this remarkable visi;n!fPeter was taught that he should not call any man,
even uncircumcised Gentiles, common or unclean. He was taught
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that" God is no respecter of persons: but in every nation he that
feareth Him and worketh righteousness, is accepted with Him."
In other words, he was taught that God has His people among the
Gentiles as well as among the Jews, and that all in whose hearts
the work of grace is begun are equally welcomed by Him to His
throne and to His heart. "Is He the God of the Jews only? Is
He not also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also: seeing it
is one God, Which shall justify the circumcision by faith, and
uncircumcision through faith" (Rom. iii. 29, 30). Thus the
heavens were opened to teach Peter and to teach all God's people
in every age that" There is no difference between the Jew and the
Greek; for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon
Him. For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall
be saved" (Rom. x. 12, 13). To His people among the Gentiles
as well as His people among the Jews" hath God granted repentance
unto life." Take courage, then, 0 awakened sinner, if such a one is
reading this page, for through the atoning blood of the Lord Jesus
Christ both Jews and Gentiles have access by one Spirit unto the
Father.
Finally, observe that the heavens were opened upon the Apostle
John. He saw heaven opened. He saw Christ and His people
on white horses, and he saw Christ manifested as King and as
Conqueror over His enemies. This vision inspires God's people
with hope. It tells us that He Who ascended into heaven will at
the appointed time" descend from heaven with a shout, vvith the
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God," the result
being that the saints who have fallen asleep shall rise, the living
saints shall be changed, and all shall be caught up to meet the Lord
in the air, and they shall reign with Him for ever and ever. Thus
the heavens have been opened to anoint the Lord Jesus with the
Holy Ghost; to bear testimony to His person and character; to
reveal His tender sympathy for His people; to indicate that His
people are to be found among "all nations and kindreds, and
people, and tongues"; and to assure them that at the set time He
will come to receive them unto Himself, and to welcome them
into His everlasting kingdom. "Wherefore comfort one another
with these words."
Bath.

THOMAS HOUGHTON.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Now unto Hirn That is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that
we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, unto Hirn
be glory in the Church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world
without end. Arnen."-EpHESIANS iii. 20, 21."
THE Apostle seems suddenly to break off his theme with this ascription.
The truth so exceeds all he has been declaring, that he is lost in the
contemplation of it. He has been dwelling upon " the fellowship of
the mystery" (verses 3, 4, and 9). He has set forth his calling and
claim to be " a minister" of the Gospel, " according to the gift of the
grace of God" (verse 7), and that" by the effectual working of His
power" (verse 7). The riches of His grace, he pronounces" unsearchable" (verse 8). He declares that by the Church is known "the
manifold wisdom of God" (verse 10). He states of that depth which
he can not plumb, that it is all " according to the eternal purpose which
He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord" (verse 11), and he prays that
his Ephesian brethren may have granted unto them, " according to
the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might by His Spirit"
(verse 16), and that it may be given them" to comprehend with all
saints" something of" the breadth, and length, and depth, and height;
and to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye
might be filled with all the fulness of God" (verses 18 and 19). He
has thus' endeavoured to set before them something of their high calling
in Christ Jesus. He has been led to declare in measure what the love
of Christ is to the hearts of His redeemed people. He has added
hyperbole to hyperbole in endeavouring to express it. He has scaled
heaven's most familiar language to tell it forth gloriously. What more
can he say ~ He blessedly focusses all in this opening word of ascription
_cc Now unto Hirn"!
All the magnitude of His greatness, of His
mercy, of His love, of His power, of His salvation, are centred here.
Christ Jesus is the One Man of the Universe. He was the Man-God's
Fellow in heaven. He is " this Man," and the redeemed sinner neither
sees, nor wants, nor owns another. He shall have all the glory of
His people's salvation, and each shall ascribe it, with the Apostle,
unto Hirn. We are lost in wonder, love and praise! Millions saved
by one Man! "A great multitude, which no man could number."
Heaven's archives ringing with those voices jubilant" as the sound
of many waters," all according glory to the Lamb. It is inconceivable:
"too high for me." It can not be .comprehended nor explained. It
" passeth knowledge."
A man might possibly die for his friend, but Jesus died for all His
friends, and that too whilst they were enemies. "It became Him,
. . . in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the Captain of their
salvation perfect through sufferings." Many sons, but only one SOD,
and that the Only Begotten of His Father.
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And the Apostle's ascription goes on, "Unto Him That is able to
do exceeding abundantly." Here is a strong word, one not often used
in Scripture. It is a compound word, and occurs perhaps only in
one other passage, namely, 1 Thess. iii. 10. It is inexpressible,
inexplicable. It tells forth those heights and depths of grace which
are past telling. It is love beyond and above all that we can ask or
think. And yet whilst this truth remains truth, what a blessed
encouragement to ask lies couched within it.Onr God is the Cheerful
Giver, Who" delightethin mercy," Who gives far beyond all we
can express. He knows the desire and need, and yet encourages His
children to ask, that they may have the privilege of living upon the
fulness of a precious Christ. He daily teaches that without Rim they
can do nothing, and that they shall thus give Him the joy of giving.
Not that He always sees fit to grant us according to our asking. He
gives some better thing, and He also adds beyond our asking, as He
did to Solomon: "Behold, I have done according to thy words: . . .
and I have also given thee that which thou hast not asked."
And then again, whilst sometimes He answers not in kind, He makes
up in lovingkindness. The" thorn" in Paul's" flesh" was not
removed, though the Lord's dear tried suffering and buffeted servant
besought Him thrice on the matter. Yet Paul learned to be content
under the unremoved trial, even to glorying in his infirmities because
of the power of Christ which rested upon him. Oh, yes! our God
gives His corresponding grace for trial, and His richest compensations
under lively exercise, so that whilst His saints can not rejoice at the
trial and affiiction, they may rejoice in it.
" Now unto Him That is able to do exceeding abundantly above all
that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us."
Here we have a favourite word of the Pauline writings~ccording.
It is beautifully expressive, and befits this family epistle as the Ephesian
letter has been called. "According as He hath chosen us"; " According to the good pleasure of His will " ; . " According to the riches of
His grace"; "According to the purpose of Him, Who worketh all
things after the counsel of His own will "; " According to the working
of His mighty power"; "According to the power that worketh in
us." Here is a mystery again! "The same power" that raised
Jesus from the dead, is the power that works in all His mystical
members. That" power" which" belongeth unto God" is put forth
to bring a sinner out of darkness into marvellous light; calls the dead
in trespasses and sins to live in newness of life, keeps our souls in
life, and will quicken our mortal bodies at the archangel's trump.
Oh! what a mercy, beloved reader, that you and I have not been
allowed to rest and be satisfied with a historical belief only, in the
resurrection of Jesus; but that a power Divine has been made effectual
in working that truth vitally in us, that, " Because I live, ye shall live
also," and" He that believeth in Me," W-ho am the Resurrection and
the Life, " shall never die." That is what the resurrectio.n is to us
who believe; and that makes Jesus, our living Head and Hope, so
exceeding precious to our souls.

466

The Gospel Magazine

"Unto Him,." Yes. The Apostle started with these words, and
he reaches the same goal though he has been meanwhile soaring through
unmeasurable heights and depths of grace. He is back at Jesus'
feet, unto Whom the gathering of the people shall and must needs be.
" Unto Him be glory in the Church by Christ Jesus throughout all
ages, world without end. Amen." In the Epistle to the Romans he
writes, " Now to Him That is of power to stablish you according to
my Gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery." And the Apostle Jude beautifully sums up his
brief epistle with like words: "Now unto Him That is able to keep
you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of
His glory with exceeding joy." And whilst" unto Him," the Father,
is given the glory, He wills that glory and manifold-variegatedmany-hued-wisdom be seen in the Church, "the Church which is
His [Christ's] body, the fulness of Him That filleth all in all," for His
well beloved Son's sake. The Church is the object of His love. She
is designed to accomplish the manifestation of His Divine glory. "This
people have I formed for Myself; they shall shew forth My praise,"
and, " His glory is great in Thy salvation." In her is seen, as we have
said, His wisdom; even" the manifold wisdom of God." In her is
seen th.e greatness of God in creation and the new creation. In her is
seen His love, even that" great love." "Christ loved the Church,
and gave Himself for it." In her is seen His mercy-even" rich"
mercy, whilst she was" dead in trespasses and sins." She is His by
purchase and possession, and she is, collectively and individually,
called to "shew forth the praises of Him Who hath called us out of
darkness into His marvellous light." All the glory redounds to Him
Who loved her from a .past eternity; Who predestinated her to be
conformed to His image; Who called her in time, and Who has undertaken to keep her, to lose none, and present each ransomed one spotless
before His Father's throne, with exceeding joy. Well may the
ascription be, "Unto Him be glory in the Church by Christ Jesus,
throughout all ages, world without end. Amen." Here we have an
expression which sets forth as strongly as may be the eternal for ever.
No version can fully express the meaning. The passage runs, literally,
" Unto all the generations of the eternity of eternities," or" the eternity
of the ages." Oh, think of it! Dwell upon it, beloved. To have a
heart full of the love of Jesus, undistracted by sin, unclogged by the
flesh and its infirmities, and in a condition to praise Him fully, freely,
untiringly, and that for ever and ever!
The Hol)' Spirit seals this with His Amen. Truly-verily-so be it.
Soon will come that wondrous day when this Scripture shall be once
and for ever fulfilled, and the great mystery made manifest-God All
and in all. May we now more ardently desire to grow up into Christ
in all things; in all things see that He have the pre-eminence; ever
seeking the " increase" of the Lamb of God and the " decrease" of
self: "Less of self" till we reach that much-coveted goal, " None of
self, and all of Thee,"
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Meanwhile, beloved, may hearts and minds be kept in "perfect
peace" and sustained under the heaviest load of sin, sorrow, suffering,
or whatever the cross, and satisfied with Jesus, His way and His choice
for us. And then" If the path I travel leads me to the cross,
If the way Thou choosest leads to pain and loss,
Let the compensation, daily, hourly, be,
Shadowless communion, blessed Lord, with Thee.
"If there's less of earth-joy, give, Lord, more of heaven;
Let the spirit praise Thee, though the heart be riven;
If sweet earthly ties, Lord, break at Thy decree,
Let the tie that binds us, closer, sweeter be."
R.
THE THREEFOLD TESTIMONY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

....

IT is a matter of common knowledge to every student of Scripture that
the Holy Spirit is mentioned seven times in the Epistle to the Hebrews.
Having recently in the course of ministry to refer to three of these
instances, I made the delightful and instructive discovery that in them
the Holy Ghost expressly claims to be the Divine Author of the Old
Testament Scriptures. Though these were written " at sundry times
and in divers manners," and by many penmen, He is the Writer.
" Wherefore, as the Holy Ghost saith " (iii. 7). "The Holy Ghost
this signifying" (ix. 8). "The Holy Ghost is a witness to us " (x. 15).
In these three brief and as it were incidental expressions will be seen
the three essentials of authorship. An author must first have something
to say or write; he must then signify (manifest) his meaning; and he
must further testify or bear witness to the truth of what he writes.
And it is to my own mind singularly beautiful and appropriate that
this autograph signature of the Holy Ghost should occur in the Epistle
to the Hebrews-the only book of the New Testament that does not
bear the signature of the human writer! The whole Epistle is written
to glorify.the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ; to declare His eternal
Sonship and Godhead; and to set forth His glory as the great High
Priest of His Church. It would almost appear that the Holy Spirit
intentionally forbade the human penman to append his name, that
nothing might obscure for a moment the glory of Jesus!
And is not this exactly what the Holy Ghost does to-day and daily
in the hearts of His people? He first speaks of Jesus; He then
signifies, manifests, or makes real His glory as Emmanuel; and He
further testifies or bears witness to His one all-sufficient sacrifice.
May I also be permitted to suggest that we have here an excellent
example for the dear servoots of God? Would it not be in harmony
with the mind of the Holy Ghost that we should" speak, signify, and
testify" of Jesus; and be willing that our poor names fade away into
utter nothingness in the presence of His matchless glory?
West Hampstead.
WILLIAM WILEMAN.
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THE FRONTISPIECE.
TRINITY HALL, OLD HILL, STAFFORDSHIRE.

WE give our readers an illustration of TRINITY HALL, to which allusion
was made last month in the " Family Portion." This magnificent
Building, provided through local generosity, was opened in 1879, to
supply the pressing want of accommodation for Sunday School work
in connection with the newly erected Church, combined with the
means of affording a healthful resort for the parishioners generally in
their leisure hours, and for the dissemination of useful literature.
The Building is designed in accordance with the general characteristics of English Gothic Architecture of the early part of the fifteenth
century, treated freely to meet modern requirements.
The accommodation provided might be divided under three heads:
SUNDAY SCHOOLS, WORKMEN'S CLUB, and RESIDENCE for a General
Manager or Superintendent, with SHOP attached for the sale of
LITERATURE and other ARTICLES tending to the welfare and culture
.
of the population of the Parish.
The SUNDAY SCHOOLS, which occupy the main portion of the Building,
consist of a large HALL, 94 feet by 55 feet, capable of seating 800
children in classes of twelve each; and two rooms for infants, each
35 feet by 30 feet, giving accommodation for 400, or a grand total of
1200 children.
The LARGE HALL is also designed for use as an Assembly Room,
being provided with a Gallery approached from the main entrance
by two staircases, the Hall with the Gallery being capable of seating
1300 persons. It has a recess with platform, and is provided with a
cloak room an.d store rooms. The Hall is divided into a centre and
two side aisles by ornamental iron columns SUppOl ting a pla;n wooden
centre barrel vaulted roof, with a series of similar roofs over the side
aisles, the whole having been designed with a view to good acoustic
properties.
THE INFANTS' SCHOOL ROOMS are also fitted with Galleries, and
have open timbered roofs.
The second division of the Building, which has a separate entrance,
comprises a CLUB ROOM or CAFE, 40 feet by 20 feet, with a recessed
counter for the supply ot refreshments, and communicating directly
with the Superintendent's house. Opening from this room are a
READING or AMUSEMENT ROOM, 18 feet by 15 feet, and a GENERAL
AND REFERENCE LIBRARY, 15 feet by 15 feet.
The third division of the Building, which has direct communication
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with the two other divisions, comprises the commodious RESIDENCE
for the SUPERINTENDENT, and the SHOP.
The whole Building is efficiently warmed and ventilated, and the
comfort of the frequenters is in every way carefully studied.
The materials used are building brick of superiOl quality, relieved
with dressings of Bath stone, the chief features in the elevations being
the traceried windows of the large Hall or School Room; but mere
ornamentation was in all cases avoided, the main object having been to
obtain a good substantial Building best adapted to the purposes for
which it was intended.
.setmon~

anlJ jltote" ot ,SetmOtH,.

NOTES OF A SERMON
PREACHED RECENTLY AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL,
BY THE REV. J. ORMISTON, RECTOR.

" Wlbo is among you that feareth the Lmd, that obeyeth the voice of His
Servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no light? let him trust
in the name of the Lord, and stay upon his God." -ISA. I. 10.
THE verses that go before our text, dear friends, are very remarkable
ones. We will turn back to the 4th verse. "The Lord God hath
. given Me the tongue of the learned"-this is the Learned One Who
speaks, He to Whom all knowledge belongs. and He Who giveth to
whomsoever He will the knowledge of the true God-" that I should
know how to speak a word in season to him that is weary: He wakeneth
morning by morning, He wakeneth Mine ear to hear as the learned."
And then the same Divine Speaker proceeds, "The Lord God hath
opened Mine ear"-you know the Psalmist tells us this in the Person
of Jesus Christ (Psa. xl. 6). He gave willingly the ear, and it was
pierced, and He did not show rebellion or any possibility of rebellion.
He protests against that here in the 5th verse-" And I was not
rebelliol!..s, neither turned away back." "I gave My back to the
smiters, and My cheeks to them that plucked off [or out] the hair: I
hid not My face from shame and spitting." This is the confession
He makes, dear friends, Who never lied nor contradicted Himself.
Oh, that blessed face disfigured by blood by His enemies! "For the
Lord God will help Me; therefore shall I not be confounded; therefore
have I set My face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed."
Here we pause to remark.on the service of the willing Servant. "He
is near That justifieth Me; who will contend with Me ~ let us stand
together; who is Mine adversary ~ let him come near to Me." This
is the challenge of the faithful One, the Lord Jesus, Who in all things,
even the least, rendered perfect satisfaction to His dear Father. "I
know that I shall not be ashamed "-the Lord Jesus had a clear
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conscience. Although He trod the winepress alone, He endured as
seeing Him the invisible One, and He had peIfect peace, for He did
no sin, neither was any deceit in His mouth. This is His own challenge
to the powers of darkness, the powers of hell, the naked powers of the
devil. He challenges His adversaries here-His adversaries against
whom He stood alone, " Behold, the Lord God will help Me; who is
he that shall condemn Me ~" His conscience was perfectly clear,
without a blemish upon it. The powers of evil were leagued together
against Him, but He yielded not. He knew the bitterness of death,
of thousands of deaths. He died the individual death, the atoning
death of everyone the Father gave Him to redeem by grace. He trod
the winepress alone, it yielded bitter juice. He trod it alone; it was
not a divided victory, it was not divided between Himself and any
other-He trod it alone, the Bible says so. Never forget that; mark
it to-night in your Bibles. There was none with Him, none to
sympathize with Him, or help Him, or comfort Him. And the Father
gave Him the bitter, bitter cup full, and He drank it to the last drop
due to His friends; He drank it up to the dregs in the eternal interest
of His beloved people. Yes, they were loved with an everlasting love,
and He gave Himself at the due time, the promised time, and redeemed
them. He brought them nigh to God, and yet look at the 10th verse,
our text for to-night, " Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that
obeyeth the voice of His Servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath
no light?" This is the burden of the redeemed ones, they have a
burden. They have the bitterness of death to taste, but the cursecup is no portion of theirs. You and I believe, by grace, the substitutionary work and offering and atonement of Jesus. There are
thosewho fear the Lord, yet that walk in darkness and have no light.
They are the people of God, they are all marked with the price they
cost, marked with the price of the precious blood, the substitutionary
blood of the Just One Who suffered for the unjust ones. Oh, blessed
be God, His people are reckoned at their true price. Is this
so with you all, dear friends, here to-night, that your price is on the
raiment of the great Redeemer? He chose to bear the sins-the guiltall the transgressions of His people, He inherited their guilt at the Lord's
hands, and He sets His own price on His people whom He has purchased.
Have you the mark upon you to-night? Has the Lord Himself
marked you with the price you have cost Him? He gave His SOD.
Behold the price! You cost Him the blood of His dear, dear SOD.
Oh, give God the praise, the everlasting praise.
" Who is among you that feareth the Lord" with a Godly fear?
that feareth, in a true sense, J ehovah? Oh, that man is a marked man,
a blessed man, though the ghief of sinners-one of the worst that have
ever lived, but one marked off as the chosen of God, set apart for
Himself. This man have I chosen for Myself, he shall show forth My
praise. He is chosen to show forth the everlasting praise of the
Redeemer as is each vessel of mercy, redeemed by name. "Who is
among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of His Servant"
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-Who is that. ~ The blessed Lord Jesus. How sweet is that voice of
His. Oh, did you ever hear Jesus speak~· Has He spoken pardon
and forgiveness and acceptance into your heart as a broken, contrite,
trembling heart ~ This it must be in order to your being converted
by the grace of God. No idle experience is this. The price you have
cost need be read by all believers. There is a close affinity existing
between this, and that, and the other believer. They have in common
amongst themselves the hole of the pit out of which they were severally
digged. Oh, dear friends, do not overlook this vital point. The
Lord Jesus speaks here lovingly, with the voice with which He speaks
to His dear people that walk in darkness and have no light. The
people of God are all redeemed out of darkness, hellish darkness.
God's people here to-night have to be taught in power the way they
have been brought, and "Who teacheth like Him ~" and these
characters are spoken of here-Cl Let him trust in the name of the
Lord-Jehovah-and stay upon his God." He has a God in Whom
to trust. The Lord has provided Himself a Lamb. The Lord Himself shall provide a Lamb, a Victim for the altar, and He shall be judged
with a righteous judgment; the guilt shall be transferred to His
guiltless Person, and He shall answer for it. So that all His children
are brought to God, and learn by grace the merciful way of staying
on their God. Yes, the Lord would have each one brought by the
secret path of the justified to a knowledge of the Beloved.
I have spoken these few words in fear and trembling, but I wish for
you, and pray for it, that God may grant you to know the power of
His Truth. Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth
with gracious experience the teaching of His Beloved One, the voice
of His Servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no light ~ "Let
him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon his God." Learn
this precious truth at the Saviour's feet, at the Saviour's lips, for who
speaketh and teacheth as He ~ He has the last word, the enduring
everlasting word to everyone that believeth, through grace. May
He add blessing to His Word for Christ's sake.
THE CHRISTIAN IN CHRIST JESVS.
A SERMON PREACHED IN BETHESDA CHAPEL, DUBLIN, BY THE LATE
REV. W. H. KRAUSE, M.A.
., But of Him are ye in Ohrist Jesus, Who of God is made unto us wisdom,
and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption."-l COR. i. 30.
I HAVE often had occasion to say to you, brethren, that I believe the
drift of the Apostle's argument in this chapter is very much misunderstood.
I shall briefly remind you of the matter which the Apostle had in
hand when he wrote this, and the after chapters of this Epistle.
You learn from the 12th verse of this chapter, what the state of
the Corinthian Church was, when the Apostle Paul addressed his
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letter to it. Sects·and parties had been formed amongst them; some
followed Paul, some Apollos, some Cephas, while some, who, perhaps,
assumed much more of a spiritual character than others, said they
had nothing to do with Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, that they followed
Christ.
The Apostle,· under the teaching and direction of the Holy Ghost,
sets himself to work to correct this false notion; he shows that all the
good that is done to a man's soul, is not by the skill, or by the power, or
by any other quality possessed by the man, who is the instrument which
God condescends to use; and he shows that there is a great principle
upon which God acts in this matter; which principle you find stated
in the verse immediately preceding our text, that" No flesh should
glory in His presence." So that, as the Apostle says, in the fifth verse
of the next chapter, their" faith should not stand in the wisdom of
men, but in the power of God."
It has been thought by many, that the Apostle, in order to break
down the self-righteousness, pride, and boasting of man, uses this
argument, that God has so little respect of persons, that He does not
take the great ones of the earth, and convert them, but that He takes
those who are counted the off-scouring of the world, and that He makes
them His people.
This is not the argument of the Apostle at all. He says, " Ye see
your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not
many mighty, not many noble, are called." The words in italics are
not in the original, they have been put in by our translators, and this
has led to the misinterpretation of the passage. The argument is this,
You see what kind of instrumentality God uses; not such as you and
I should choose, but He has taken the base things of the world, and
the things which are despised, and He has made use of them for the
carrying out His own purposes.
If you take the 1st and 2nd chapters of this Epistle, I think it will
be clearly established in your minds, that this is the subject which the
Apostle has in hand. He wants to show the great simplicity of the
Gospel; that it was not the wisdom of Paul, nor of Apollos, that
could convert a soul, but that God must do the work from beginning
to end. And so again, he shows that God was not pleased to send
wise and learned philosophers to overthrow the errors that abounded
in the heathen world, or that existed amongst the Jews; but that
His own Word, delivered by His own servants, was the only instrumentality that He used, in order to pull down the strongholds of
the enemy; that His poor servants were just to blow their rams'
horns, as they did of old around the city of Jericho, and that all
opposing barriers should fall flat before such an inadequate instrumentality, as we should say.
Then, mark, after he has been speaking of the kind of instrumentality
that God uses, he says, " But of Him are ye in Christ Jesus." It is
not of Paul, nor of Apollos, nor of Cephas, but" of Him are ye in Christ
Jesus"; showing that it is the grand work of God to put the soul into
Christ.
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In the text which I have read to you, there are three things presented
to us. You have the nature of a Christian's calling and standing,
that he is in Christ. You have the large and complete provision that
is made for the man who is in Christ; that (;hrist is made of God unto
that man (whoever he is), " wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption." Then (though not in the exact order in which
the words occur), you have the source and the efficient cause of all
this-God Himself. "Of Him are ye in Christ Jesus."
Now, brethren, I do not purpose at this time to bring the whole of
this large subject under your consideration; but it has occurred to
me, that it might be profitable to take up a course of subjects that
would lead us to see what is treasured up in the Lord Jesus Christ. So
that, i£ we be intelligent hearers of these things, and if we be intelligent
believers of them, when the time comes-when, if the Lord will, we
shall meet together to commemorate the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ,
our hearts may go out in a very intelligent manner, to bless God for
such a Saviour as the IJord Jesus Christ.
I purpose on this occasion to confine your attention merely to two
of the subjects of which I have been speakingFirst, The nature of the Christian's calling and standing-he is " in
Christ."
Secondly, The source and the efficient cause of it_" Of Him are ye
in Christ Jesus."
If we are permitted, upon the successive Sabbath days, we shall
show you what Scripture teaches us of Christ being made the wisdom,
the righteousness, the sanctification, and the redemption of His people.
The nature of a Christian's calling and standing is here declaredhe is " in Ohrist." Now, brethren, familiar as the expression is to us
all, I doubt very much whether we could all give an intelligent explanation of it.
Before we go into the consideration of this subject, let me tell you
two things; because if God be pleased to bless what I say, I want to
fasten this truth upon your minds, that to be a Christian at all you
must be in Ohrist-you can not get rid of the expression; what you
want is to understand it. I tell you there is no Christianity lower
than that, being" in Christ"; this is the being of a Christian. Now,
to have a knowledge of this, to be expert in handling the subject for
our own soul's comfort, is the well-being of a Christian. If you are
not in Christ, you are not Christians; and if you are in Christ, and
are still full of your doubts and your difficulties about the matter,
still hesitating about receiving all the precious truths of the Gospel, I
say that this most materially affects your well-being, as a Christian.
I do not un-Christianize such persons, but I say, they ought to take
the Word of God, and see what God says; they ought to walk round
about this Zion, and tell the towers thereof, mark well her bulwarks
and consider her palaces.
I must remind you that the Scripture abounds with this form of
expression, " In Ohrist." I scarcely know where to begin, in order
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to present it to you in any kind of proper arrangement, because every
Christian blessing of which I read in Scripture, is given to the child of
God in virtue of his being in Ohrist. But I must begin somewhere;
and I would just beg of you to take the 1st of Ephesians. I choose
this passage because it presents, in one cluster as it were, all those
great truths that we might afterwards open out in detail. The Apostle
there expresses thanksgiving unto God, Who, as he says in the 3rd
verse, has " blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places
in Ohrist." Then after having laid this down, as the great basis upon
which the Christian has to build his comfort or enjoyment, the Apostle
begins to tell what is built upon it; he tells us of being" chosen in
Ohrist "-a very remarkable expression. He tells us, in the 6th verse,
of being" accepted in the Beloved"; the 7th verse, " In Whom we
have redemption through His blood"; the 11th verse, " In Whom also
we have obtained an inheritance." In the 2nd chapter, the Apostle
reminds these Ephesian people, that there was a time when they had
nothing to do with Christ at all, as to their faith in Him or knowledge
of Him; but he says, " Now in Ohrist Jesus ye who sometimes were
far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ." The 21st verse, " In
Whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy
temple in the Lord: in Whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit." And then, when we go a little farther
on in the Epistle, we find the Apostle saying, "Ye were sometimes
darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord." When I turn to other
Epistles, as, for instance, to the 8th of Romans, I am told that" there
is now no condemnation to them which are in Ohrist Jesus"; so that,
in short, we might run through every page of the New Testament, the
Gospels as well as the Epistles, and show you how continuaily the
Scripture brings this before the minds of God's people, that they are
in Ohrist; and to sum up all, the Apostle tells us in the 2nd of
Colossians, " Ye are COMPLETE IN HIM."
We ask you, brethren, to take your Bibles, and let it be your study
from day to day, to try to discern what a Christian man is, solely by
his being in Ohrist.
All those passages which we have quoted from God's Word, bring
out a great doctrine which, however familiar it may be in your ears,
we must repeat over and over again from this place; I refer to the
great doctrine of the mystical union between Christ and His Church.
It is a great doctrine of Scripture, that the Church has been in union
with Christ from all eternity; so that a man did not become a member
of Christ's mystical body, when Christ died on the cross; he does not
become a member of Christ's mystical body when he believes the
Truth; but before the foundation of the world, this union has subsisted
between Christ and every individual member of His Church-that
Church given to Him by the Father-the individual members known
to Him by name, all mystically united to Him from everlasting, as the
body, of which He is the head. What is the meaning of that passage
in the 9th verse of the 1st chapter of 2nd Timothy, where the Apostle
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tells us that we are saved "not according to our works, but according
to His own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus
before the world began"? Now, I do say there must be great perverseness of the mind, there must be very dowmight opposition to the plain
declarations of God's Word, when men resist these things. It is a
great doctrine of Scripture, that the Church has been from everlasting
the mystical body of Christ-what faith does in the matter, we shall
tell you by and by.
Now we shall take up a little of your time in showing you that there
is a necessity for our being in Christ (if we are ever to be saved at all),
whether it be in our natural state, or in our state of grace. A Christian
man sees that his only salvation is, his being in Christ. I need not
remind you what Scripture tells us of the natural ruin and alienation
of man from God; his utter bankruptcy as to what is good; his utter
insolvency as to being able in any measure to make an atonement for
himself, or to present himself before God, in a righteousness which
God must have. We will assert that the natural man must be put into
Christ, if he is ever to stand before God; because he has not in himself
one single redeeming quality, he is an utterly ruined creature; he is
" dead in trespasses and sins"; "alienated from the life of God,
through the ignorance that is in him"; he is blind; he can not see.
Read the 3rd of Romans, in which the natural state of man is presented
to us. These passages show us, that man is in such an utterly ruined
state, that it is totally impossible for him to save himself, and that,
therefore, if he is to be saved at all, he must be in Christ. He wants
such an atonement as Christ only could make for the sinner; and it
does seem to me to be trampling on the Truth most fearfully, when
the Word tells us "that Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners"; when, notwithstanding this, men imagine that His blood
does not take away sin. The man who tells me he must add something
to the work of Christ, is trampling on the blood of Christ; and the
man who tells me that Christ's blood has been shed, and that men may,'
after all, not get anything by it, is trampling on the efficacy of that
blood.
So much as to the necessity for our being in Christ, in our natural
state. We have seen that a man must be put into Christ in order that
he may be saved; but now, what shall we say of such an one when he
is in a state of grace? Every Christian amongst us, under the teaching
of the Holy Ghost, is learning that he wants Christ, and that he will
want Him as much on the last day of his life, when he is just waiting
to receive the crown which God is about to put upon his head, as he
did on the first day of his spiritual life, when, as a poor bankrupt sinner,
God made him believe the wonderful things which are laid up for him
in the everlasting Covenant of grace.
I shall give you one passage on this subject from the Gospels, and
one from the Epistles. When the Lord Jesus Christ wanted to teach
that lesson to His disciples, which His poor servant is now, looking up
for His help and guidance, trying to teach you; when He spake that
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parable of the vine and the branches, He said, " Without Me ye can
do nothing." I am not one of those who say that the Christian man
does not feel the pressure of sin, and the need of forgiveness. I thank
God that He has taught me the blessedness of sitting under the drops
of that bloody cross. I thank God that He teaches me the value of
that blood, from day to day; I wish I could say, from moment to
moment. I wanted that blood before I came into this pulpit; I want
it while I am preaching; I shall want it when I have finished this
sermon; I shall want it when I go home; and, I say, every Christian
wants that blood.
Take another passage, the 20th verse of the 2nd of Galatians. Now,
mark what the Apostle Paul says of himself, and Paul was a wise man;
he was no fool; and whatever he may have been in himself, he wrote
by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost. He says, " I am crucified with
Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me; and
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of
God." Oh, he felt he was a dependent creature.
There is a necessity, brethren, for this great truth being understood
by us; there is a necessity for our being in Christ, whether it be in a
state of nature that we must be put into Christ, or in a state of grace
that we must be kept by Him.
We shall, in the next place, endeavour to set before you what is
comprehended by being in Christ. We want to go a little deeper into
the subject, whether men can understand us or not. We know that
no man can understand spiritual things but the man who is taught
of God the Holy Ghost; but who knows how God the Holy Ghost
may be present with us at this time, teaching these truths most
marvellously to men ~
I learn from the Word of God, that this union between Christ and
the soul is a spiritual, a real union; such a union as subsists between
the vine and the branches; between the members of the body and
the head. I can not expect a man to be able to enter into these truths
who has never examined what the Word of God says concerning them.
We want you, brethren, to take up your Bibles, and to study them,
and it may please God to send such a flood of light into your souls,
that you may say-" I never knew there was such a reality in that
expression, being , in Christ.' "
The expression represents the complete joining of the believer to
the Lord Jesus Christ, as actually and as really as the branch in the
vine. You can not see it; I can not give you a drawing of it; I can
only tell you what God says of it. There is a putting of the soul into
Christ, just as the branch is in the vine; so that it has its life in Christ;
and more-that the soul, thus united to Christ, is as safe as the Lord
Jesus Christ Himself; that that soul (so Scripture says) is "risen
with Him."
Here, then, is an actual work; but we must go farther into this
subject, because we want to explain it-I mean as far as God has
explained it. Though I can not teach men these things, yet I can
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speak of them; and God blesses the word, and thus teaches men to
understand these great truths. Being "in Christ" comprehends,
then, not only real actual union to the Lord Jesus Christ, but also
the security of the man who is in Christ, as a member of His body;
insomuch, that he is " accepted in Christ"; he is seen in Christ;
he is one with Christ, and he is a partaker of all that Christ has.
Again, this union between the believing soul and Christ is an
indissoluble union.
Oh, it is a miserable system that is abroad in the world; that would
teach a man, either that he must keep himself, or that when put into
Christ, by the Holy Ghost, and according to the everlasting purpose
of God, he may be taken out of that blessed standing, and, after all,
perish. There would be no comfort to the believing man, if he did not
know that he is safe in Christ-that he is " made to sit in heavenly
places in Him"-or, to use another Scripture expression, that " his
life is hid with Christ in God." Such an expression seems to put the
soul in the highest position in which it can be placed.
Remember, we have told you, that this is an actual union between
the soul and Christ, by the power of the Holy Ghost. We have told
you what security the soul must have by being joined to Christ; and
we have told you that it is an indissoluble union; but we must say
one word more-all the members of the Church of God are partakers
of this union, one just as much as another.
You must not think, that if you were as good as Paul the Apostle,
then this security would be yours. The most sinful wretch that ever
heard the Gospel, the very moment the Holy Ghost reveals the Truth
to his soul, is privileged to see what has been laid up in the everlasting
Covenant for him, as a member of the body of Christ. The vilest
sinner upon earth, who puts honour upon God's Word, and says, I
believe because God has spoken; that man is warranted to look into
the everlasting Qovenant transactions, and to say, Before the worlds
were, I was given to Christ.
This is a great subject, brethren; we would love to dwell on it much
longer, but we must take up the next point which we proposed for our
consideration at this time, namely, the source and efficient cause of
all this; the Apostle says, " 0/ Him are ye in Christ Jesus." It means,
taking it in its plainest view, that man had nothing to do in the work
at all; that it is as a matter of God's own sovereignty and grace that
any man is in Christ, otherwise the Apostle's argument would fall to
the ground. If man could put his fellow-man into Christ, or if he could
put himself into Christ, or if his own righteousness, or his feelings, or
his turnings to God, were to be the cause, or origin, or source of his
being in Christ, all the Scriptures of the New Testament would fall to
the ground-the 2nd chapter of Ephesians would have to be blotted
out trom beginning to end; that chapter tells us how God quicken&!
the dead sinner; how" God Who is rich in mercy, for His great love
wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened
us together with Christ." .
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We want you to understand, that the salvation of the Church of God
was a matter of Covenant arrangement, before the worlds were; that
the saving of the individual sinner was a transaction planned before
the worlds were, when Christ was set up as the Mediator of the Church;
that the Church was given to Him; that He saves the Church according
to His Covenant engagement, and that the Holy Ghost tells that Church
that it is saved.
You are not to imagine, that any part of the office of the Holy Ghost
is to take dead men, and to fit them, by some sanctifying process, to
go to heaven of themselves; the office of the Holy Ghost is to take of
the things of Christ, and to show them to God's people. It is the work
of the Holy Ghost, not to glorify man, but to glorify Christ: to bring
that precious blood home to the heart and conscience of the sinner; to
show him the righteousness in which he stands, even the righteousness
of Christ; to show him the faithfulness of a Covenant God in Christ.
Then, we say, this union to Christ stands upon the foundation of God's
own sovereign purpose and will; and it is really effected by the Holy
Ghost.
We shall here anticipate an objection that may be made by some;
and, brethren, we do not care how many objections men make, and
how many questions they ask, if they are only anxious for instruction.
Cavillers we deal with in another way; but we rejoice to talk to the
poor inquirer, and to tell him of what God has in His great mercy taught
ourselves. When we say the Church has been, from everlasting,
united to Christ; we are asked, Why, then, are men in their natural
state spoken of as dead men ~ How could they be in union to Christ,
and yet be dead ~ We say, They were as much in union when dead,
as ever they were; but if you ask me, When did these men begin to know
and exhibit their union to the Lord Jesus, I answer, It was in the day
when the Holy Ghost was pleased to shine into their hearts, with the
full light of the Gospel. So that faith does not bring the man into
union with Christ (I must go higher than that), but it is faith that puts
the soul into possession of these spiritual blessings. He may have
been, in his minority, bound under the law, but all the time he was
an heir, and the Holy Ghost in due season brings him into possession
of these things, tells him they are his, gives him an eternal interest
in them. The Christian man has eternal life, as much at this moment
as if he were in heaven; the Christian man is as safe as a member of
the body of Christ, as Christ Himself at the right hand of God; but the
experience, the knowledge, the possession, the enjoyment of these
things, is when the soul is enabled by the Holy Ghost to believe the
Gospel of the grace of God.
Now, brethren, if this be Christianity, to be in Christ, and if this be
the work of God that a man is in Christ, what becomes of the Christianity
that is abroad in the world ~
Let me here say one word; it may be useful, if God bless it to
your souls.
You often hear men, who would be very wise, and very judicious
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telling you that all this may be God's Truth, but that there is great
danger in bringing these doctrines before a congregation. Now,
brethren, I can not believe that if this be God's Truth, it can ever do
injury to any man.
Were I talking to a poor dark sinner, totally ignorant of the Word of
God, I would not present to that man" the strong meat" of the Word.
I would not speak to him of the· precious things of the everlasting
Covenant of God's grace; but I would set before him" the sincere
milk of the Word"; I would tell him, that by Jesus Christ all that
believe are delivered from their offences, " justified from all things from
which they could not be justified by the law of Moses." I would speak
to the dead man, and I would tell him, that" the blood of Jesus Christ,
God's Son, cleanseth us from all sin." But this I do say to this
congregation, when I find the Apostle, in the Epistle to the Hebrews,
attaching so much blame to professed Christians, because, " when for
the time they. ought to be teachers, they had need that one should
teach them again which be the first principles of the oracles of God" ;
then, we say, we must try to bring on the Church of God, we want to
bring men out of the lower forms, we want them to see the higher
things that God has revealed in His blessed Word.
We hold it to be a most important thing, that we should bring these
truths before our congregation, in order, brethren, that you may be
carried on to an intelligent acquaintance with them. My commission,
as a minister of the Gospel, is, to " feed the sheep of Christ"; and
God may bless one part of His Truth as much as another; God may
bring His sheep into His fold by whatever word He pleases. But it
does strike me as very remarkable, that those very men who are so
mightily afraid of these truths, and so wonderfully jealous for the
honour of God, though, most probably, they are living to themselves
and not to the Lord at all-l say, it does strike me as very remarkable,
that I never hear those men laying hold on the false and evil practices
of those who hold unsound doctrines, and saying, Mark the effect
produced by their low views-they always say of such men, that they
are very bad men; but if one who makes a profession of holding the
truths of God's Word does what is wrong, it is always put down to the
doctrines which he holds. Dear brethren, it may be that when men
give utterance to such objections, they are hurling their missiles
against God Himself. We say to such, Take care, lest haply you be
found to fight against God.
Now, I will tell you why I am not afraid as to the consequences of
preaching these truths. I believe that the man who is taught of God
the Holy Ghost is put into Christ, and I believe that the soul, so put
into Christ, will be taken care of; I believe that he will be " kept by
the power of God, through faith unto salvation."
Is there any man who says, All this is very discouraging? Let
such an one give his reasons why it should be so. If a man were to be
saved by his own works, or his own righteousness, then, indeed, it
would be most discouraging to tell him that" there is none other name
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under heaven, given among men, whereby we must be saved," but the
name of Jesus. But let a man ask what encouragement there is in
these truths? I say the only encouragement is, that God has spoken;
God the Holy Ghost reveals these things to the soul; and, I ask, who
can exclude us from the enjoyment of them? If a man ask me, May
I believe them? I say that is a wrong way of putting it; if he ask,
Ought I to believe them? I say, Certainly you ought. To the man
who wants to know whether he may be a partaker of these things, I
say, What has the Holy Ghost spoken? It is by taking God's Word,
and believing God's Word, that the soul becomes interested in these
blessings; and the man who does this ought to be a very happy man;
so I learn in the 15th chapter of the Epistle to the Romans, where
the Apostle prays for the people to whom he wrote, that they might
have" joy and peace in believing."
CHRIST AS A NAIL FASTENED IN A SURE PLACE.
" And I will fasten Him as a nail in a sure place."-IsAIAH xxii. 23.
As He is spoken of by the prophet Zechariah under the name of
Zerubbabel, as having in His purpose of old laid the foundations of
that house of sovereign mercy that is to be built up for ever (Zech.
iv. 9, and Psa. lxxxix. 2), so here the same glorious Divine Person, the
Son of God incarnate, is spoken of under the name of Eliakim, as
having the key of the house of David-God's Beloved-as One Who
shall open and none shall shut, and shut and none shall open; and
moreover, as One fastened" as a nail in a sure place." John likewise
adds his testimony concerning Him That is thus spoken of, as " He That
is holy (God's Holy One, Who saw no corruption), He That is true,
He That hath the key of David, He That openeth, and no man shutteth,
and shutteth, and no man openeth" (Rev. iii. 7).
1. Fastened in the decree of God and the first promise of God to
fallen man, as the Seed of the woman Who should bruise the serpent's
head. That was fastening Him as a nail in a sure place, for it was a
sure word of prophecy, of sovereign mercy and grace to fallen sinners,
and it shone as a light in the earth for four thousand years, midst all
the darkness thereof, and the gross darkness of the people. And as
thus given in and made sure by the promise of God, He was by the
Spirit revealed and made known to the God-given faith of all the
elect of God from Adam to Moses, and from Moses to His incarnation.
For these all died in faith of Him Who should in due time be"Born a babe, by birth mysterious,
Born to bruise the Serpent's head."
And so we sinners of the Gentiles of to-day, cry to Him in these further
words : "Crush, dear Babe, his power within us,
Break our chains and set us free;
Pull down all the bars between us,
Till we fly and cleave to Thee."

The Gospel Magazine

481

2. His incarnation was a sure place. God the Father in His purpose
of love and grace, and in the fulfilment of that purpose, fastened Him,
as the Child born and as the Son given, as a nail in a sure place. "For
verily He took not on Him the nature of angels; but He took on
Him the seed of Abraham."
3. The decree of God concerning Him in His life and death on earth
was a fastening of Him as a nail in a sure place; first, as the Divinely
appointed Surety, Substitute, and Redeemer of all the men given to
Him of His Father out of the world, in that by His obedience He
should constitute them all righteous before God, and by His bruising,
sufferings, and death, deliver them from the penalty due to their sins
and transgressions; and secondly, as a Stone of stumbling and Rock
of offence to the disobedient, as was also predicted at his birth. And
those to whom God has given eyes to see and to discern, see Jesus
this day to be that very Rock of offence, as well as that Rock of
salvation whereunto He was fastened as a nail in a sure place.
4. By His Covenant engagements we see Him fastened as a nail in
a sure place. Did He not say to those that sought His life, to put Him
to death and to destroy Him, " If ye seek Me, let these go their way " ~
Did He not with strong crying and tears say, " Nevertheless not what
I will, but what Thou wilt" (Mark xiv. 36) ~ Here see we the full
meaning and substance of what went before, namely-" And Abraham
lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a
thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and
offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son." That
ram which Abraham found to be the real victim destined for a burnt
offering was fastened in a sure place, for he was caught in a thicket by
his horns (Gen. ·xxii. 13). Pause, dear reader, over every worp. of
this verse, for every word of the Holy Ghost here is pregnant with the
deepest meaning of the fulness of the blessing of the Gospel of Christ.
" And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked"-so, God the Father,
in His wide survey of angels and men: "And He saw that there
was no man, and wondered that there was no intercessor: therefore
His arm brought salvation unto Him; and His righteousness, it
sustained Him" (Isa. lix. 16). "And behold, behind him "-behind
this whole matter now being transacted, what ~ "And He shall be a
priest upon His throne: and the counsel of peace shall be between
them both" (Zech. vi. 13). He was in this ancient counsel of peace
fastened as a nail in a sure place, and not less so when in the days of
His flesh He was caught in the thicket of the " thorns and briers"
spoken of in David: "Many bulls have compassed Me: strong bulls
of Bashan have beset Me round. For dogs have compassed Me; the
assembly of the wicked have inclosed Me: they pierced My hands and
My feet" (Psa. xxii. 12,16). The wages of sin is death, therefore was
that predicted spot or thicket a sure place to fasten the Surety of the
better Covenant, in order to His bearing our griefs, carrying our sorrows,
being wounded for our transgressions, bruised for our iniquities, having
that chastisement laid on Him which' issued in peace to us by the
e'

31

482

The Gospel Magazine

blood of the everlasting Covenant, healing us by His stripes. "By
his horns "-His power, and the manifestations of the brightest beams
of His everlasting love, at the very time when there was darkness over
all the earth, when, as Newton phrases it :.. The sun refused to shine
Whilst the Majesty Divine
Was derided, insulted and slain."
" He had horns coming out of His hand: and there was the hiding of His
power." Crucified in weakness, hiding His great power under the
humbling circumstances of His suffering and death, to resume it, as
it were, in His rising from the dead.
5. The grave was a sure place in the which He was fastened, but
only for a time, a brief space, three days, yet sufficient to attest the
truth of the Scriptures which can not be broken: "He made His
grave with the wicked, and with the rich in His death." "Pilate
said unto them, Ye have a watch: go your way, make it as sure as
ye can. So they went, and made the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone,
and setting a watch." But lo! their" making sure," in this thing,
was found to be as abortive as that of Samson's enemies when they
fastened his seven locks to the weaver's web with the pin, for Samson
awaked out of his sleep and went away with the pin of the beam, and
with the web. So Jesus, after being fastened in that sure place wherein
He died the Just for the unjust to bring them to God, and where He
removed the iniquity of the land in one day, died for our sins according
to the Scriptures, was buried, and rose again the third day according
to the Scriptures. So Jesus, we say, proved the fastening and making
sure on the part of men-his enemies-a vain thing, and altogether
distinct from the fastening of God, whereby the promise is sure to
all the seed.
.
6. At God's right hand He is now a glorious throne to His Father's
house, set on His right hand till all enemies are made His footstool;
there, as the Prophet, Priest, and King of Zion, encouraging poor sinners
to draw near and make known their requests unto God, giving them
acceptance with God in His righteousness, and helping them by His
Spirit and grace vouchsafed unto them. (See Esther v. 3.)
7. In the hearts and spiritual affections of His called and regenerated
people. He hath in a way of solemn judgment so set the world in the
hearts of His enemies as to constitute them .. of the world." . " But
greater is He That is in you," That is formed in your heart, the hope
of glory, than is he (Satan) who is in the world, captivating their hearts
and affections.
.
Surely God was seen to have fastened His dear Son Jesus into the
heart and spiritual affections of blessed Paul when he said to the
brethren of Coosarea, "What mean ye to weep and to break mine
heart ~ for I am ready not to be bound only, but also to die at
Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus." And not less was God
seen in the event to have fastened Jesus as a nail in a sure place in
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their spiritual affections who, in the reign of Queen Mary of England,
died in the flames of Smithfield and Oxford, rather than give up His
Truth for Rome's lie. And Toplady well says of this kind of
fastening :"This I do find-we two are so joined,
He will not be in glory and leave me behind."

G. A.

Birkenhead.

.....

CONFIDING IN THE LORD.
I HAVE noticed, and probably my readers have also, that the prayers
of those who live nearest to God and see the most blessed results of
faith and of confidence in Him, have been more like talking to Him
than actual petitions. They have been prayers going into detail with
Him, telling Him the circumstances, setting all forth with touching
frankness and simplicity. The humblest (humblest iJi the eyes of the
world) are sweetly familiar with Himself, His words and His dealings;
they live as it were in the constant realization of His presence as a
Guide, a Stronghold, and an intimate Friend. Read the prayers of
the men of God as recorded in the Bible-they all savour of knowledge
of His power and wisdom and of His condescension in listening to the
wishes and ideas of creatures ruined by sin but new-born unto righteousness in Christ Jesus. He oftentimes graciously reasoned with His
children, explained matters and reassured them. Coming to later
days we find the same sweet spirit of converse as with an unseen but
well-known Friend.
"Let me talk with Thee," was the request of Jeremiah when
perplexed with God's dealings in allowing the prosperity of the wicked.
He could not understand why the wicked prospered and why they
are" happy that deal very treacherously" (Jer. xii. 1). This is a
puzzle still to many of God's children. They can say with the Psalmist,
" I W2.S envious at the foolish, when I saw the prosperity of the wicked"
(Psa.lxxiii. 3). Ah! but he goes on to say later, " When I thought to
know this, it was too painful for me; until I went into the sanctuary
of God; then understood I their end." "So foolish was I and
ignorant," he confesses. And we see in our own day the spectacle of
the prosperity-the outward prosperity-of those that fear not God.
We think it strange and mysterious that they should live in the sunshine while the people of God often lie in the dark. They are set in
"slippery places"; but we are continually with Him, holden up,
guided. And then the afterward! "And afterward receive me to
glory."
But my object is not so much to consider the contrasts and perplexing dealings of God. We see not now, but we shall see in His own
time and in His light. I would fain deal only with the talking with
Him. There is so much that is sacredly precious in this connection.
The request, "Let me talk with Thee of Thy judgments" is very
simple and endearing. We find the Lord ready to respond. "Let
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me reason the case with Thee," it is in the margin; and Jeremiah
. proceeds to tell the Lord his inability to comprehend. There is hardly
a more touching Scripture than the passage, " Come now, and let Us
reason together, saith the Lord." Wonderful is it that the Lord of
heaven and earth, the Creator, should deign to reason with the creature,
and not only to reason, but to reason together. Just as if an agreement
was to be entered into and the payment all on His side. Jeremiah
sought to reason with Him concerning His judgments, and the Lord
listened and assured him that He would return and have compassion
and bring them again. Also that if they walked in the ways of His
people, He would build them up and establish them amongst His
people.
How familiar was Gideon with the Angel of the Lord. Judges
vi. 17: "Shew me a sign that Thou talkest with me." The Lord
granted the sign, and manifested that He indeed had talked with
Gideon and would deliver Israel. Gideon was overwhelmed when he
realized it was so-" Alas, 0 Lord God." Strange exclamation,
we say; surely he should have been overwhelmed with joy. But the
Lord understood His servant and gently said, "Peace be unto thee;
fear not: thou shalt not die."
Men of old-Enoch, Abraham, Jacob, Moses, David, Nehemiah,
and others-seem to have been singularly favoured with the privilege
of God talking with them " as a man speaketh to his friend." In
that dispensation-the dispensation of God the Father-there was
more open communion; the Lord manifested Himself more clearly
to the vision and to the ear. In the dispensation of God the Son,
when He walked and talked and dwelt and did eat with mankind, the
communion· was closer still. But men did not recognize His Divine
nature and mission and power. His disciples followed Him and
trusted Him, but they did not fully understand Him. Well might He
exclaim, " Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not
known Me, Philip ~" He bore all their ignorance and their questions
patiently; the very reproach was tenderly expressed. He proceeded
to unfold to Philip the blessed union subsisting between His Father
and Himself. He always had compassion upon the weak and the
ignorant.
Now in these days-the dispensation of the Holy Spirit-He is
little understood, little acknowledged, albeit He dwelleth in the believer.
He teacheth, unfoldeth, reproveth, convinceth, enlighteneth, bringeth
to remembrance, invisibly yet forcibly controlling the spirit and the
heart of the child of God. He is indwelling, and our bodies are
described by St. Paul as " the temple of the Holy Ghost." The Spirit
maketh intercession for us and helps our infirmities. Oh! how constantly, how gently, how faithfully, He guides, restrains, and consoles;
yet how little we speak of Him. We need not blame the disciples
when we reflect that the Godhead of the Holy Spirit indwelling as He
has done for more than nineteen hundred years is so little remembered
amongst God's people. Thank God that though the natural man
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discerneth not, the spiritually minded do apprehend. They know
Him, they know His power, they know His voice within them; they
perceive Him though they speak little, very little, of Him.
Now that very, very grave and critical days in our national history
are upon us, when the people of God are fearing for the woe that seems
to be approaching, oh! let us in the power and inspiration of the Holy
Spirit tell Him all our fears, just as Moses and Gideon and David and
His people in all ages. Perhaps He is putting aside the majority as
men would say, and going to work by the few, as He did when He
selected out of thirty-two thousand men of war the three hundred
men who lapped. And it may be that if our eyes were opened like
the eyes of Elisha's servant, we should not fear. Knowing that they
that be with us are more than they that be with them, we should see
all around us horses and chariots of fire from the Lord.
It is certain that it shall be well for His people in whatever guise
the good may come. Let us tell Him all, and ask Him to spare us.
How familiar was Moses with the Lord when he was afraid of committing
himself before man. He ventured to speak to the Lord, nay, even to
remonstrate, when He had told him what to say. And He was so
merciful with him, remembering that he was dust. Just so with Joshua:
"0 Lord, what shall I say ~ "(Joshua vii. B.) Let us entreat Him on
behalf of our beloved country and fellow-Christians, and let us confide
all our personal matters, our daily life, our daily cares, our daily
sorrows, and our daily joys. Nothing is too small to tell Him Who
has numbered the very hairs of our heads.
How sweet His response when we tell Him all! We often hear
the remark, " It is so pleasant to talk to someone who takes an interest
in us and all our concerns, who welcomes us home, who delights in
our prosperity and is grieved to hear of our troubles, who listens
attentively to all our little tales, and is full of sympathy." Well, if so
much comfort from the human, how much more so from the Divine.
Sometimes our difficulties and sorrows are so numerous, so heavy, that
we can only sigh and groan and offer wordless prayers to Him" Whose
compassions fail not." We can only say, " 0 Lord, I am oppressed;
undertake for me." And He understands, dear reader; He knows
all about it and will deliver thee.
We have felt this, too, with earthly friends. Have you not in deep,
deep sorrow met a friend who knew of it ~ You could not speak, and
your friend could not either. A long tight grasp of the hand and a
simple, "I know, and I do feel for you," expressed volumes. You
felt comforted. And He knows. He is silent in His love. He
is very pitiful and of tender mercy. He will speak to the heart from
His own loving heart, and He will comfort as no one else can. Yes,
let us tell Him all-all. And when words will not come, rest in His
love. I call vividly to memory one who is now with her Saviour in
glory, who took all the little things to Him. She asked His advice
in all her perplexities, and consequently was never at a loss when the
time to speak or act came, because He told her what to say and do.
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It is said that they who watch for Providence never lack a Providence
to watch, and it was truly so with her. The little circumstances of
life fit in and blend and work wonderfully together, viewed by spiritual
eyes. She loved to watch all this, and derived constant encouragement.
Her life was a happy, trustful, Christful life, albeit there was little in
outward circumstances to brighten it. She would have told you it
was a life full of blessings, full of the favour of the Lord. When fatal
and painful disease threatened her, I remember her telling me she
had told the Lord all about it, and had begged Him to enable her to
acquiesce in His will whatever it was, whether to heal her or to take
her to Himself. A strange, sweet calm was given to her. She felt at
absolute rest afterwards-just, as it were, watching for indications of
His purpose concerning her and rejoicing in His taking all over to
His own care. And she was so wishful to testify of His gracious dealing
with her.
Thus I believe it is and will be with all who leave everything to Him.
How much deep and precious meaning there is in the words which our
Saviour Himself taught us when He said, " When ye pray, say." The
words" Thy will be done" refer not only to sorrow but to the fulfilling
of God's will in daily life and conduct; not only to acquiescence, but
to watching intently the carrying out of His will and purposes, knowing
Him so well that looking up to Him and gazing as He says, " I will
guide thee with Mine eye," we look His way and walk in it. His will
includes eternal preservation, everlasting joy, continual presence.
"Father, I will that they, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me
where I am."
," And thou hast asked all joys in one,
In whispering forth, ' Thy will be done.'''
NETTlE.
TOUR IN THE HOLY LAND.
By THE LATE REV. CHARLES B. SNEPP, LL.M., VICAR
BIRMINGHAM.

OF

PERRY BARR,

(Conti1lired from page 441.)

"TAKING the Professor's volumes as his authority, Mr. Habershon
described the wonderful scientific characteristics of the Great
Pyramid, its difference from all the other pyramids, its mysterious
passages and chambers, the like of which no other pyramid possesses,
the remarkable peculiarity that its dimensions have a relation to the
size of the earth, the range of its orbit, its mean distance from the sun,
and its mean density, and the especial feature that the pyramid, both
outside and inside, is expressive of the proportion of the diameter of
a circle to its circumference, that is, of the well-known multiple, 3·14159,
etc., of which, with geometricians, the Greek letter 7r is the sign.
" He said: 'It is built on a scale of measurement which is Hebrew
and not Egyptian, the difference being indicated by their respective
cubits, the latter being 20·7, and the former 25 pyramid inches. Ezekiel
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refers to the difference where he says (xliii. 13) , The cubit is a cubit
and a handbreadth.' This corresponds with the conclusions of Sir
Isaac Newton, Sir John Herschel, and other scientific men who have
written about the Hebrew cubit, that prominent measure in the Bible,
and which Moses uses in such a manner as to show that he regarded
it, for the Israelites, as ' the cubit of the Lord your God.' (See third
edition of ' Our Inheritance,' chap. xvi.).
" Did the architect know that, consequent upon the sides of the
base of his building being made 365'242 cubits, the two diagonals of
the square added together would be the same in inches as the orbit of
the precession of the equinoxes is in years, viz., 25,827 ~
" Did the architect know that in making the height of the pyramid
5813'01 of these inches, that they were the length of the radius of a
circle of the same measure as the perimeter of the base; that he was
, squaring the circle'; that the height of his building multiplied by
10 hundred millions, that is 109 , would give the mean distance of the
earth from the sun ~ And did he know that the inch, of which he
took 25 to define his cubit, was a unit of which 500 millions reach from
pole to pole of the earth~ According to which this cubit is one tenmillionth part of the earth's semiaxis of rotation. A straight and a
better line, says Sir John Herschel, from which to take a unit of linear
measure than the meridian curved line through Paris, which the
French savants divided into 10 million parts to get their metre.
"If the architect of the pyramid knew all this, he was more
scientifically learned than the wise men of Paris, eighty years ago,
and than any of whom history tells us from his day until modern
times.
" The precession of the equinoxes determines when the pyramid
was built, for only in the year 2170 B.O. of all that period of 25,827
years, were the two stars, a in Draconis, and the chief star of the
Pleiades, in the positions indicated by the situation of the building in
regard to them. Both were in that year, at the same moment, on the
meridian, and that moment was when a in Draconis, the then pole star,
as previously proved by Sir John Herschel, was in a line with the
descending passage. And this number 2170 is emphasized in another
way, for, measuring the floor of the passages backwards from the
entrance to the grand gallery, 2170 inches end exactly at a line
significantly drawn on either wall, evidently by the architect, who,
that the whereabouts of the line might be indicated, makes the masonry
at that particular point oblique instead of rectangular. How is this
coincidence of years and inches to be accounted for ~ Only in one way.
The central facts of Christianity harmonize with it. And since Jesus
is the Messiah of Hebrew expectation and Christian belief, and since
He is the Son of God, Who descended into our world and ' died for our
sins according to the Scriptures,' the event was of sufficient importance
for the Great Pyramid to be built, if only to indicate the date of His
advent, and confirm in the far-off ages t,hat gracious and loving message
to mankind which is known to us as the Gospel. . . . . . . .
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" Here in this immovable monument, raised under Divine guidance
eight hundred years before the birth of Moses, will be found foreshown
the three great dispensations recorded in the Bible, viz.: that intervening between the dispersion at Babel and Moses; the Hebrew dispensation ending with the birth of the Messiah; and the Christian
dispensation now approaching its completion. And, more than these,
there is found recorded in this' pentateuch of stone' the sign of the
birth of Christ, engraved 2170 years before the song of the angels was
heard by the shepherds at Bethlehem, foretelling to a year the date of
His coming
.
" The period of equinoctial precession, hitherto supposed to have
been first discovered by Hipparchus the Greek, is here found accurately
given by Philitis, as is also the distance of the sun from our globe;
that distance being different from any heretofore computed quantity,
but that to which the astronomical corrections of the past centuries
have been steadily tending; and with which the recently received
computations of the French and German' Venus transit' corps closely,
almost exactly, agree.
"The abstruse problem of the mean temperature and density of
the earth is also solved; and a standard of weight and measure for
all time, and all nations, provided in the indestructible granite coffer
found in the King's Chamber, while the mathematical problem of the
quadrature of the periphery is exhibited in the primary rule of the
vast monument's construction. The number of days in the solar
tropical year are given, as also many other cosmic and astronomical
facts; which, in a brief notice like the present, must remain unnoticed."
I have now given, in as few words and small space as possible, a
summary of the modern discoveries and calculations concerning this
wonderful structure. I have opened out a train of thought and series
of cosmic truths, pregnant with significance; and many an astute
scholar will henceforth see in " The Great Pyramid" a pillar of witness
for the Lord, which was to be deciphered only in these last days, as
scepticism and infidelity raise their boastful but puny arguments.
The investigation has cost me much labour, but I hope some of our
readers will be profited.
Now for the continuation of my journey. After descending from
the interior of the Great Pyramid, on reaching terra firma I found our
party had moved off to the Great Sphinx and the surrounding tombs,
and the temple ruins of granite and alabaster. A large and deep
excavation, nearly square, revealed a wonderful tomb, sunk to an
immense depth; at the bottom appeared the remains of something
like a sarcophagus, while on the kind of shelves or recesses a little
higher up (nearer the surface) were other remains, supposed to be
queens or daughters of the royal personage entombed below. It was
a marvellous and strange sight to stand on the edge of this great pit
and look below into the yawning abyss; and now I am told that this
was verily the tomb of King Cheops, and that it has in very peculiar
fashion the hydraulic arrangements described by Herodotus for the
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tomb of Cheops, who, despite of modern vulgar belief, but according
with ancient tradition, was not buried in the Great Pyramid, but some
distance off. (See" Our Inheritance," third edition.)
.
Thence my guides conducted me to the ruins of a great temple,
whose large excavated chambers and massive pillars of red granite
told of bygone grandeur and magnificence! Here, with the assistance
of my guide, we managed to break off some small pieces of the alabaster
walls, and near here I procured several remarkable fossils, shells, and
coins, of great antiquity.
I was feeling more than tired by the time I reached the wonderful
and celebrated Sphinx, though it is only a quarter of a mile to the
south-east of the Great Pyramid, and the most remarkable object next
to the pyramids.
Pliny gives a long account of it, and supposes it to be the tomb of
Amasis, of the 26th dynasty.
The researches of M. Mariette have been said to determine it to be
of even greater antiquity than the pyramids. In the museum at Cairo
is a stone found by him near the Great Pyramid, with this among other
inscriptions, thus d~ciphered by Mariette: "The living Horus, the
. . . the King of Upper and Lower Egypt, Shoofoo, during his lifetime
has cleansed out the temple of Isis, ruler of the pyramid which is
situated by the Sphinx, on the N.E. side of the temple of Osiris, Lord
of Rosatoo, and has restored it . .." But we now learn that the
stone, with said inscription merely scratched or scribbled upon it, is a
forgery of very late date, and disproves rather than proves all its
assertions. (See "Our Inheritance in the Great Pyramid," third
edition, chap. xxi.)
As now seen, only the Sphinx's head, shoulders, and back are visible;
the rest is buried in sand. But early in the century excavations made
by Caviglia revealed the complete form of this remarkable monument,
and proved the correctness of Pliny's description.
A sloping descent, 135 feet long, cut in the rock, led to a flight of
thirteen steps, below which was a platform. Here were found the
remains of two buildings. From this platform another flight of thirty
steps led to a paved dromos, inclosed within the paws of the Sphinx.
This gradual approach, during which the figure of the Sphinx
was kept constantly in the spectator's view, rising above him as he
descended, was well adapted to heighten the impression made by its
colossal size, its posture of repose, and calm majestic countenance.
The clearing away of the sand proved a most difficult and tedious
operation, as it accumulates again and again in a very short period.
An altar, three tablets, a lion, and some fragments were discovered
in the space between the paws of the Sphinx! but no entrance could
be found in that part, and it is highly probable the interior of this
great creature is of solid rock.
The altar stands between the two paws, and shows, from its position,
that sacrifices were performed before the Sphinx, and that processions
took place along the sacred area, which extended between the fore legs
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to the breast, where a sort of sanctuary stood. At the entrance to the
sanctuary two low jams projected to form a doorway, in the aperture
of which was a crouched lion, looking toward the Sphinx. It is supposed the fragments of other lions, found near this spot, indicated
their position on either side the doorway. On a granite tablet King
Thothmes IV. is represented offering on one side incense, on the other
a libation to the figure of a sphinx.
,
The title given to the Sphinx is Hor-em-Khoo (the sun in his restingplace).
The deification of the Sphinx is singular, because that fanciful
animal is always found to be an emblematical representation of the
king, the union of intellect and physical force.
The front paws are 50 feet in length, and upon them are cut Greek
inscriptions, remarkable from their allusion to the isolated position of
this monument of rock.
(To be continued.)
JACOB'S FAITH.
[FROM DR. OWEN'S "EXPOSITION OF THE HEBREWS,"]
" By faith J acob, when he was dying, blessed both the sons of J oseph ;
. and worshipped, leaning upon the top of his staff." --HEBREWS xi. 21.

THERE are two things mentioned in these words: first, that J acob
blessed the sons of J oseph; secondly, that he worshipped leaning on
the top of his staff. But they did not fall out in the order wherein
they are here expressed. The latter of them is recorded before the
former (Gen. xlvii. 31), " And Israel bowed himself on the bed's head" ;
to which is added, that after these things Joseph brought his children
to him (chapter xlviii. 1).
From chapter xlvii. 28 to the end of the book of Genesis, an account
is given us of the dying of Jacob, and what he did in order thereunto,
as the Apostle expresseth it, "when he was dying." What space of
time, or how many days it took up is uncertain; probably not many.
The first thing he did in order hereunto was to send for his son Joseph,
to give him charge concerning his burial in the land of Canaan; which
was an act and duty of faith with respect to the promise (vv. 29-31).
This being done it is said that "Israel bowed himself on his bed's
head," that is, he bowed himself and worshipped God. This is but
once mentioned in the whole story, but an intimation is given therein
of what J acob did on the like occasions, especially in all the passages
of his dying acts and words. When he had spoken or done anything,
his way was to retire immediately to God with acknowledgment of
His mercy, and requests of more grace. And such indeed is the frame
and carriage of holy men in their dying seasons. For as they have
occasion to attend to other things sometimes, so on all advantages they
bow down their souls, and bodies as far as they are able, in acts of faith,
prayer, and thankfulness.
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The person here whose faith is instanced is Jacob; but there is some
difficulty in the choice of the particular act or duty which the Apostle
chooseth to give instance in. For J acob, as he abounded in trials and
temptations above all the other patriarchs, so he gave sundry illustrious
testimonies of his faith, seeming to be of greater evidence than this of
blessing the sons of J oseph. Especially that was so which is recorded
by the Holy Spirit in Hosea xii. 3, 4: "By his strength he had power
with God: yea, he had power over the Angel, and prevailed: he wept,
and made supplication unto Him: He found him in Bethel, and there
He spake with us." In comparison hereof, this act of blessing the sons
of J oseph is of inferior consideration.
This is the only difficulty of this place, which yet by expositors is
taken no notice of. But if we look into the thing itself, we shall find
that it was Divine wisdom in the Apostle whereby he fixed on this
instance of the faith of J acob. For in his blessing of the sons of J oseph,
the good man being near to death, he makes a recapitulation of all the
principal concernments of his life, as it was a life of faith; and we shall
therefore consider some of these circumstances, which manifest how
proper this instance was to the purpose of the Apostle.
1. It was the exercise of his faith in his old age; and not only so,
but then when he had a certain prospect of the sudden approach of his
death (Gen. xlvii. 29; xlviii. 21). We have therefore herein a testimony, that notwithstanding all the trials and conflicts which he had
met withal, with the weaknesses and disconsolations of old age, that
he abode firm in faith, and vigorous in the exercise of it. His natural
decays did not cause any abatement in his spiritual strength.
ll. In this blessing of J oseph and his sons, he did solemnly recognize,
plead, and assert the Covenant made with Abraham, "God, before
Whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk" (Gen. xlviii. 15).
That is, with whom God made the everlasting Covenant, and who
walked therein before Him all their days. This is the life of faith,
namely, to lay hold on the Covenant, which he did herein expressly.
Ill. As he made a solemn acknowledgment of all spiritual mercies
by virtue of the Covenant; so he added thereunto that of all temporal
mercies also-It The God Which fed me all my life long unto this day."
It was a work of faith to retain a precious thankful remembrance of
Divine providence, in a constant provision of all needful temporal
supplies, from first to last, during the whole course of his life.
IV. He reflects on all the hazards, trials, and evils that befell him,
and the exercise of his faith in them all. "Redeemed me from all
evil." Now all his dangers were past, all his evils conquered, all his
fears removed, he retains by faith a sense of the goodness and kindness
of God, in rescuing him out of them all.
V. In particular, he remembers the actings of his faith in the matter
recorded by Hosea, before mentioned, and therein of his faith in the Son
of. God, in an especial manner, as He was the Angel of the Covenant, the
Angel, the Redeemer.
The Angel," saith he, "That redeemed me
from all evil, bless the lads." That by this Angel, the Person of the
It
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Son of God, as He was to be the Messenger of the Covenant and the
Redeemer of the Church, is intended, I have proved elsewhere; and
it was the sense of all the ancient writers of the Church; however, some
of the Roman Church would abuse this testimony, to give countenance
to the invocation of angels, which is little less than blasphemy. Wherefore in the recognition hereof, did faith most eminently act itself.
VI. The discerning of the sons of J oseph, one from the other, when
he was blind; the disposal of his hands, his right hand to the head of
Ephraim, and his left to the head of Manasseh, contrary to the desire
of their father, and the proposal of them to him, with the prediction
of their future condition many ages after, were all evidences of the
especial presence of God with him, and consequently of his own faith
in God.
VII. There were other considerations also, that rendered this benediction of Jacob an eminent act of faith. As (1) That he laid the
foundation of it in an especial revelation (Gen. xlviii. 3): "And J acob
said unto Joseph, God Almighty [God in covenant with me] appeared
unto me at Luz,in the land of Canaan, and blessed me." (2) That he
did solemnly, by Divine warrant adopt Ephraim and Manasseh to be
his children, whereby they came to have the interest of distinct tribes
in I~rael (verse 5). And hereby (3) he gave the right of the birthright,
as to a double portion, forfeited by Reuben, to J oseph. (4) He
remembers the kindness of God in this, that whereas his beloved wife
Rachel died immaturely of her second son (verse 7), yet God would give
him a numerous posterity by her, the thing which both he and she so
greatly desired.
On all these considerations it is evident that the Apostle, for great
and weighty reasons, fixed on this instance of faith in Jacob, that" he
blessed both the sons of Joseph." And we may see that:Obs. I.-It is an eminent mercy when faith not only holds out to the
end, but waxeth strong towards the last conflict with death, as it was
with Jacob.
Obs. Il. It is so also to be able by faith in the close of our pilgrimage,
to recapitulate all the passages of our lives, in mercies, trials, afflictions,
so as to give glory to God with respect to them all, as Jacob did in this
place.
Obs. IlI.-That which enlivens and encourageth faith as to all other
things, is a peculiar respect to the Angel, the Redeemer, by Whom all
grace and mercy is communicated to us.
Obs. IV.-It is our duty so to live in the constant exercise of faith
as that we may be ready and strong in it when we are dying.
Obs. V.-Though we should die daily, yet there is a peculiar dying
season, when death is in its near approach, which requires peculiar
actings of faith.
PRESENT troubles should not make us forget former comforts,
especially as the comforts so much exceeded our deserts and the
present afflictions fall 80 short of our demerits.-John Ryland (17531825).
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THE FIRST TRANSLATION.
GENESIS v. 24.
(From " The Protoplast.")
" WE shall not all sleep," said the Apostle Paul, " but we shall all be
changed." Enoch was the first of these changed saints. He was the
first pledge of God's entire trust in the Covenant promise of His Son.
Christ had not died; He had not yet assumed that creaturehood by
which alone He could become subject to death; yet He had given His
word that He would become the woman's Seed, that He would permit
the Serpent to bite His heel; so trampling upon his head for ever.
He had said that, in dying, He would deliver His people from the
necessity of death, and make them partakers of His own unending life.
Therefore, in the strength of that assurance, Enoch, a sinner, subject
to the law of death, was permitted to escape the penalty; in virtue
of a righteousness to be wrought out more than three thousand years
afterwards, he was accounted to have" pleased God" ; in anticipation
of the time when his Surety should wander here, he was carried up to
the gates of the heavenly city, and bidden, with ten thousand welcomes,
to enter in.
Looking then at Enoch as the Protoplast, or First
Representative, of those who, remaining alive until the Coming of the
Lord, shall be transfigured before Him, I propose that we consider : I. His Character.
Il. His Ministry.
Ill. His Translation~
I. The Spirit has written his life in one short sentence-It Enoch
walked with God." How expressive are the words: how many things
they imply-Enoch's Reconciliation with God. As a fallen sinner he
could have had nothing to do with that Being of infinite holiness Whom
he had offended; he was born at enmity with Him, opposed to His will,
disinclined to His authority, alienated from His service. Can two
walk together, except they be agreed ~ Enoch must, then, have been
made a regenerate pardoned man, united to the Judge of all through
His dear Son, in bonds never to be broken. Again, Enoch's Intimacy
with God. When you say two men" walk together" in life, you mean
that no slight acquaintance exists between them, but the most close
union of heart and purpose, the most entire oneness of feeling, the most
perfect friendship. Something like this subsisted between Enoch and .
his God. Like that man to whom it was said in after days, " I am
the El-Shaddai; walk before Me, and be thou perfect," he was accounted
a " friend" by the almighty God. In the freedom of an intercourse
of love, he was accustomed to tell his Lord all things: his cares, fears,
sorrows, and anxieties; to pour out his heart before Him. On the
other hand, God communed with Enoch; He hid not from him the
things He was about to do; He made him acquainted with the secret
purpose which He purposed in Himself, and unfolded to him the
glory of redemption's scheme.
Again, Enoch's Renunciation of the world, the friendship whereof

494

The Gospel Magazine

is enmity with God. Even in his days " all flesh had corrupted his
way upon the earth." The Gate of Truth was very strait, the Path of
Life was very narrow. In drawing near unto God Enoch must have
found it necessary to part company with the many who knew and
feared Him not. He walked not according to the course of this world,
but according to the rule of a Divine law; he was a man unlike his
fellows, separated from his companions in principle and practice, with
other hopes, other motives, other purposes, and other interests; he
was one of those early fathers of whom it is written, they were
" strangers and sojourners with God." As you have often seen a man
move through a crowd abstracted and thoughtful, only concerned to
make his way to his destination, so Enoch passed on to his eternal
Home, having little to do with earth and much to do with heaven.
Again. Enoch's Progress. He walked with God. There was no
standing still with him, no settling upon the lees, no lying down in a
spirit of slumber. No; there was steady positive movement in the
right direction. Every day and every hour brought him nearer to his
final triumph.
Once more. Enoch's Dependence upon God. He did not walk
alone towards heaven, but with God. He leant upon a strong arm;
his might was the power of the Holy One. Step by step in his path
was taken, as he was led forward by the Friend Who loved him; his
wisdom consisted in his distrust of himself, his childlike clinging to his
Guide.
So much for the character of this first changed or translated saint.
Oh! when we compare the Enoch-type with the lives of Christians in
this day, how can we even hope to see the Lord? How can we say
the Bride has made herself ready? And yet, shall this generation pass
away before all these things be fulfilled? When will the quickening
come. from on high? What manner of persons ought we to be who
profess to "look for" such things? Let us pray to be made like
Enoch" The sons of God without rebuke,
Amidst a wicked land,
With fearless heart, and heav'nward look,
Oh I may we blameless stand."
But let us considern. Enoch's Ministry. Turnto Jude 14, 15: "Enoch also, the
seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord
cometh with ten thousands of saints, to execute judgment upon all ;
and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly
deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard
speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him." This man
of God was a preacher of righteousness; an ambassador from J ehovah
to a Godless world. What, then, wa l his message? The Second
Advent of Christ, and the final judgment of the wicked.
Enoch was the first who struck the solemn chords of the harp of
prophecy, the first who was sent forth to prepare the way of the Lord.
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And mark, he spoke not of Him as the Man of Sorrows and acquainted
with grief; as the Lamb dumb before His shearers; but as the Lion
of the tribe of Judah; the Judge of all; the King of Righteousness.
Almost all the other prophets tell of Christ in both these characters,
and declare first His humiliation and then His glory.
Why is there this marked distinction between Enoch's burden and
that of his brethren, but that he stood forth in those early days as the
prototype of the latter-day believers, whose unvarying testimony shall
be, " Fear God, and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment
. come. "
IS
" Behold, the Lord cometh," said Enoch. How remarkable is that
present tense of the verb. Thousands of years that were to intervene
between the hour in which he spoke and that of Christ's appearing were
to him as nothing; he recognized the event as nigh, even at the doors;
he felt that the day of the Lord was at hand, and knowing that he should
stand in his lot at the end he rejoiced in it and was glad. This is a
peculiar sign of the sureness of the Word of prophecy. It is said in
common life, a man is most likely to convince others of a fact when he
is fully persuaded of it himself, and this is strihngly true. Now, you
will find in all the prophets, there was such a certainty in their minds
that the things they foretold would come to pass, that they use the
past, present, and future tenses indiscriminately; they speak as the
servants of Him Who is, and was, and is to come, the Ahnighty ; .Who
calleth the things that are not as though they were, and requireth that
which is past.
.
Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things
not seen. Enoch was a man of faith; he as truly realized the vision
of Christ's coming and glory as if he had seen Him descending to the
accursed earth. "Behold, the Lord cometh."
How very ancient is this doctrine of the Second Advent. Men have
called it a new thing, a Utopian theory. Enoch, the seventh from
Adam, preached it-the young world needed it-the lately fallen
human race required the warning that Christ would judge them; and
is it to be withheld from men who are just filling up the measure of
iniquity and putting the last seals to the blasphemy which has gone
up unto the heavens 1 Are we not ashamed to think how we have
slumbered over a truth which was so precious to the fathers of that
Faith which is now 'delivered unto us as saints 1 Just because God's
servants have ever used the present tense in speaking of the Lord's
appearing, men have obstinately closed their ears and refused to give
credence to their testimony. "You tell us that' the Lord cometh,' "
they say, " but He does not come! How long shall we listen to the
cry 1 The Anabaptists said, .He cometh-they went forth into the
fields to wait for Him: the Irvingites said, He cometh- they fixed
the hour when they should see Him; but He is not here. Where is
the promise of His coming 1 Since the fathers fell asleep, all things
continue as they were, etc." This is the language of the infidel, and,
alas! it is the language of many a Christian.
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Enoch said, " Behold, He cometh." The child of God says to-day,
He cometh. Yea, He cometh quickly. The tense is present, not
future, and if the worn-out rotten world lasts out another hundred
years the cry will still be-He cometh. But remember, as it was in
the days of Noah, so shall it be again. When ye shall say peace and
safety, then sudden destruction is at hand. God says to His own
people, "Watch." In proportion to the measure of faith, the
realization of this hoped-for advent, will be the unbroken vigil of the
man that waits for it. But notice how Enoch links the coming of the
Lord with the judgment of the wicked. The reign of judgment begins
with the day when the Judge shall be revealed from heaven.
There is to my mind something very striking in the repetition which
is made of the word" ungodly." It is used four times in one sentence.
The Spirit has surely some design in this peculiarity of phrase. And
when we consider the entire forgetfulness of a Divine Being, which is
the characteristic feature of our times, we see the appropriateness of
the word" ungodly" to describe the mockers of the last time.
" Without God" is the mark upon everything around us. Science
is without God. Political systems are without God. There is no
reference to the almighty Ruler of the Earth in all the plans and schemes
which are taken up in our day. God has no place in the thoughts of men,
they put Him aside altogether; His providence is disregarded, and
His Word is disbelieved. Christ cometh to judge these Godless beings,
to convince them of what they have done, in their perfect folly, as if
no King existed but their own crowned C::esars, while all the time He
has been ruling in the heavens.
I pray you also to notice in this speech, or discourse, of Enoch, the
glory of the righteous is not spoken of, but the judgment of the rebellious.
We often hear it said, "Preach Christ in all His loveliness, all His
compassion, His grace, His fulness; hold Him up to men as a Saviour,
and the ungodly will be far more likely to turn to Him, than by
representing Him in His character as the stern Judge Who shall rule
them' with a rod of iron, and break them in pieces like a potter's
vesseL'" Enoch's voice proclaimed judgment: he does not even dwell
upon the joy and blessedness which the day of Jesus would bring to
the Bridegroom's friends; but his soul is stirred within him at the
thought of the winepress-treading wherein the enemies of the Lord
shall at length be crushed, and he is ready to ,sing" Alleluia " over the
slain. Enoch was a stern prophet, he had nothing to do with smooth
things, his eye and his heart were fixed upon his precious Master's
visible triumph over all His foes.
Now, recollect that in Enoch's ministry we have the pattern of that
message which shall be spoken by the last generation of the just. In
the midst of the great affliction, men of Enoch's character will look
up unto heaven and say-Behold, the Lord cometh !
I think I have before said, that in all ages of the Church certain
truths have been peculiarly prominent at different times. Just as
justification by Christ's righteousness alone was especially preached
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in~the days of Luther, and God's sovereignty in the days of Romaine
and Toplady; just as the glory of the Law has been brought forward
in the last few years with unusual distinctness; so shall the doctrine
of the Lord's Coming and Kingdom take the first place in all preaching
as we draw near the time of the end. So urgent' will seem the need of
Christ, and so intense the desire for Him in those days of the world's
utmost darkness, that every subject will appear of minor importance
comp~red with that which treats of glory and judgment. Behold,
He cometh! The mother shall whisper it to her child as she bends over
its cradle-bed; the babe shall lisp it forth as the first waking word;
the old man shall murmur it at his son's freshly closed grave; the
servant of God shall proclaim it in the desert to a few gathered saints.
Mountains shall echo it, rocks shall give it back; as sweet and solemn
music in the night shall be heard the strain-Behold, He cometh!
I have lamented that at present there is so little of the Enoch-character
seen amongst us, but I think the Enoch-ministry is setting in. Already
a cry has been heard, uttered in confusion and in haste-Behold, the
Bridegroom cometh. The virgins are beginning to awaken from their
long, long lethargy and to find that their lamps need to be trimmed.
But although the doctrine of the Second Advent is brought forth from
its hiding-place, it is not yet with that power, purity, and majesty
proclaimed, which it shall be not very long hence, by the immediate
heralds of the Lord. There is much that is very carnal in the present
preaching of the Kingdom, it is not quite Enoch's message. Days are,
however, I trust, near when the blessed truth of Christ's approaching
glory shall be declared in all its length, breadth, and fulness. Then,
linked with it necessarily, as the shade where there is sunshine, will
be preached the doctrine of the judgment. Men will no longer flinch
from announcing the sinner's doom, from any false charity; iniquity
will have come to the full; and seeing the oppression that is done upon
the earth and the fearful blasphemy that is spoken against their King,
God's servants will be jealous for the Lord of Hosts, and cry day and
night, " He cometh to execute judgment."

(To be continued.)

SOME OF GOD'S GIFTS.
Apostle asks, " He That spared not His own Son, but delivered
Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all
things ~" Freely as to thought. He was prompted by none to let His
love and kindness appear. Of His own will, before the children had
done either good or evil, He settled upon them the blessings of heaven
above and the blessings of the earth beneath. Freely as to return.
His reward is with Him, while yet His work is before Him. If we are
righteous, yet we give Him nothing. The voice of thanksgiving, the
confession of dependence, the cry for help, are sweet in His ear, but not
till we see Him as He is shall we praise Him as we ought~ And freely
THE
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-or as He says Himself" assuredly "-withHis whole heart; delighting
in the prosperity of His servants, ·and having pre-eminence in the word
that it is more blessed to give than to receive.
The truth that" a man can receive nothing, except it be given him
from above" enriches rather than impoverishes those who wait upon
the Lord; for it casts them upon Divine faithfulness, love, and power.
As He gives, so they must gather, whether all spiritual blessings or
temporal things or that intermingling which is at once an exercise and
a joy. Time would fail to exhaust Peter's" all things that pertain to
life and godliness "-from Job's fourteen thousand sheep to Jonah's
gourd; from a new heart to a song in the night. The Father gives
strength to His people, the Son gives peace, the Holy Ghost gives
power.
And they are His witnesses that every good and every perfect gift
comes down from heaven. Then faith lays hold and prevails, and
peace rules midst wars and rumours of wars (Isa. xxvii. 5). None can
know the depth that couches beneath the gift of peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ. It means, even now, to the last and
least of the flock, a place in the heavenly glory. It means that the
Father; seeing no iniquity, looks and loves. It means that the Lord
leads and cares, reproves and comforts. It means" victory through
the blood of the Lamb." David shared this victory when he said to
Nathan, "I have sinned against the Lord." God had anointed him
king over Israel; He had delivered him out of the hand of Saw; had
given him his master's house and his master's wives, had given him the
house of Israel and of Judah, and if that had been too little, He would
have given ,him such and such things. But he had despised the
commandment of the Lord, had become a ready captive to sin, and
gone quickly out of the way. Christ had given to David, as to all His
sheep, eternal life and he could never perish, but He had given him
also good statutes and right laws, he had given him a heart to. know
a holy and righteous God, He had given His good Spirit to guide him.
And now He went into the wilderness after him, to bring him back, as
He brought one born later into the family, with supplication and with
bitter weeping. Few of the gifts which come from the hand of Christ,
from Him Who received gifts for men, even for the rebellious, are so
conspicuously of mercy'as the repentance which brings a guilty
wandering child to look upon a wounded Lord and to mourn for Him.
But when He shows the sin forgiven, blotted out, forgotten; when
He speaks again, "Thol,1 art all fair, My love; there is no spot in
thee"; when thus He gives quietness and confidence, who-sin,
Satan, or circuDlstance--ean give trouble 1
FOLLOWER-ON.
THERE are seasons when even the holiest faith can not ,bear to
listen to words of reasoning ; though it can still find a support whereon
to rest, in the simple contemplation, in all their native grandeur, of
the'deeds that God hath wrought.-Joseph Francis Thropp.
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"CONSIDER mM."

.~~

CONSIDER Him That endured such contradiction of sinners against
Himself, standing before Pilate's bar in the hour of His deepest humiliation, being asked, " Answerest Thou nothing ~ what is it which these
witness against Thee ~" But He held His peace, and answered
nothing. To this question He is dumb; "so He openeth not His
mouth." Ah! beloved, was there not more in Pilate's words than he
was aware of ~ What these does he mean ~ Those present, slanderers
and liars, who knew, or ought to have known, they were so ~ They,
these, were already answered a thousand times.
But these transgressions, these iniquities of His dear elect, which in a past eternity
He engaged to answer for, and atone for, to a greater Justice, made
Him as "a deaf man that heard not," and proved Him to be
Jehovah's Servant in the Covenant of redemption, of Whom it was
spoken, "Who is deaf as My Messenger That I sent ~ " (Isa. xlii. 19.)
G. A.
eottt~onbmtt.

MR. W. W. WINTER.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

My DEAR MR. ORMISToN,~The enclosed letter is just to hand from
our mutual friend Mr. Winter, and it will bring joy to your many
readers who have been prayerfully and tangibly interested in the
building of the little Mission Hall in Happy Valley, British Columbia.
Our God has put His approval on the effort, and is working with Mr.
Winter eminently, as signs following prove.
I trust in all your weakness and weariness, my beloved friend, you
are proving the strength of your almighty God, and the patience
found in Jesus Who is infinitely touched with the feelings of His
people's infirmities, ,having felt the same. May the precious truths
which you have so long delighted to proclaim be now your blessed
stay and support and joy, and may the God of all comfort and consolation be very near you to uphold, that heart and mind may be blessedly
stayed in " perfect peace" upon Him Who is the Rock of Ages.
In tender sympathy, prayerful desires, and all Christian affection,
Believe me to be,
Dear Mr. Ormiston,
Yours in Gospel bonds.,
, RUTH OawELL.
[ENCLOSURE.]
My dear MiSs Cowell,-I know you will rejOICe with me that th!,
" Banner of Truth" has been unfurled and nowfioatsinHappy Valley,
B.O., and what is more, we have nailed it to the mast, in th&t a ihC!luse
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devoted to the care of the same was duly dedicated for the proclamation
of its motto-" Salvation by grace" (Eph. ii. 8, 9)-on May 28th ult.,
and that the first Sunday evening service was held on Whit-Sunday,
1914; when my text was, "What hath God wrought!" and" The
Lord hath done great things for us; whereof we are glad." What a
blissful time we had to be sure! Christ was verily in our midst, and
gave us to taste of His loving help afresh.
In this far away" isle of the sea," and comparatively lonely spot,
we have nevertheless a few gracious souls, who are being built up in
their most holy faith, and it would cheer you greatly to see the number
of young men who come regularly to the services (some three and four
miles), and to note their gradual growth in grace. One, after attending
a service (when my text was" My sheep shall never perish "), nearly
lost his life by drowning. The doctor and others spent more than two
hours in resuscitating him; and he was very ill for some little time
afterwards, for he had struck his head against a hard substance, the
effect of which was so bad that he did not rise again to the surface.
After waiting ten minutes or more, the grappling irons were dropped,
and fortunately they gripped his sleeve in the first instance. It is
asserted that had he risen he would not have been seen, because an
old barge was just over the spot and would have kept him fast under
its hull. How wonderfully God orders things, especially in the case
of His children. Remembering the profound attention he gave to the
subject mentioned, I was drawn to pray earnestly for his recovery
whilst he was in the hospital, reminding the Lord of His assurance, His
sheep should never perish, which promise I in this case applied to
things temporal as well as spiritual. Very soon afterwards, I had the
pleasure of again seeing him, and now he is one of my most obliging
sidesmen, and a valuable one.
We have, since opening the new Hall, commenced a week-night
service, in the shape of a Bible Reading on Wednesday evenings, and
through the kind generosity of the Trinitarian Bible Society, the
listeners follow the subjects with the aid of the Pew Bibles. Our
subject for the month of June was, " The life and times of Elijah "; for
July, we purpose dealing with the life and times of Elisha, and so on.
We are also indebted to the same good old Society for their gift of a
substantial Pulpit Bible, which was used for the first time at the
dedication service, as was also their gift of a number of Bibles for the
Sunday School scholars. Some old Bibles we brought out with us
just held together long enough for the children's use.
I thank dear MR. ORMISTON and yourself warmly for the gracious
article which appeared in the June number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
re our" labour of love" out here. Yes, we did from the heart exclaim,
" What hath God wrought!" and anticipations were realized fully and
fittingly, in that those were 'the first words uttered from the new
pulpit, that'is, in the sermon at the first Sunday evening service. We
are simply amazed, but, "It is God Which worketh in [us] both to
will and to do of His good pleasure," so we pray and work on.
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You will note by the Report re the dedication service, which I
have the pleasure of enclosing you, together with a· copy of the
audited accounts to date, that we still require some $1250 to complete
the Hall, but as God is building the house we are not over-anxious
as to the balance, feeling assured that what He has commenced, He
'will finish, to the praise and glory of His holy Name, and is that not
centred in the Son of His love : "MyNameis in Him/' ~ Our Advocate
will see to it, and move the hearts of His people to give of their substance
to His work out here.
I have to thank you for the evidence of your kind interest in
sending us that generous donation from your friend " Hid," and here
I must apologize for the clerical error of $2.00 put down from " A
Friend'; the amount for two guineas should read $10.00, but I will
have the balance of $8.00 added to the next Report, and so make it
right.
If you know of anyone who would be interested in seeing a copy
of the Report, I shall be only too pleased to send one. Kindly convey
my hearty Christian love to our mutual friends, MR. ORMISTON and
Mr. Houghton, whenever you see them, and accept the same yourself
from
Yours in the Covenant,
W. W Winter.
B ridgefield, Happy Valley, B.C
June 25th, 1914.
P.S.-Appended are extracts from two local papers, giving an
account of the dedication service on May 28th.
" The new Trinity Mission Hall of Happy Valley, which has been
established in connection with the Reformed Episcopal Church in
that district, was opened formally yesterday afternoon in the presence
of a large number of local residents and Victorians. Dedicatory services
were conducted by the Rev. T. W. Gladstone. Following these exercises
there was a social function which took the form of a bazaar, and at
which Mr. W. W. Winter, through whose efforts the new building has
been constructed, received the congratulations of those present.
Mr. Winter, who came from England four years ago, and settled in the
valley, has been actively engaged in raising the funds to carry through
the enterprise for many months. His marked success is a source of
gratification not only to him but to those who became associated witl~
him in the effort."-The Daily Colonist, May 29th, 1914.
" A large number of visitors from Victoria enjoyed an outing to
Happy Valley yesterday for the purpose of joining in the dedication
services of Trinity Mission Hall. The service of dedication was con
ducted by the Rev. Th08. W. Gladstone, rector of the Church of Our
Lord, who gave a brief address on' I was glad when they said unto
me, Let us go into the house of the Lord.' After the benediction,
Mr. GladstQne read a certificate of dedication on behalf of the Rt.
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Rev. 8. Fallows, D.D., presiding Bishop of the Reformed Episcopa
Church, and handed it to W. W. Winter, licensed lay reader in charge.
A Sale of Work was held in the lower room and was formally opened
by Mrs. D. O. Lewis, of Victoria. Afternoon tea was provided under
the direction of Mrs. Winter, Mrs. Hart, Mrs. Neild, Mrs. Henry, and
others. The Hall is a commodious structure of two floors, with tower
for clock and bell. The upper floor, which will seat 150, is furnished with
comfortable pews, and the pulpit is to have an inscription declaring it
to be in memory of the late Bishop Cridge. Behind the pulpit are the
vestry and class rooms; the space occupied by the same can be joined
with the hall by the removal of a screen should the increase of the
congregation demand it. The lower floor will be used for Sunday
school and social meetings."-Victoria Daily Times, May 29th, 1914.
THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY

To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR Sm,-I have just received the following letter of thanks from one
who has laboured in the Master's service for fifty years: "Your
valuable parcel of books arrived here in good order. Kindly accept
my most sincere thanks for your kindness. Hope your health is
greatly improved. We must say, as Job declared, that if we receive
good from the hand of the Lord we must rejoice in tribuIation also.
I thank the dear Lord for His great kindness in restoring my health
to enable me to perform His work among the seamen and dockmen.
We need much prayer." And another Missionary writes: "Many
thanks for your parcel of literature for our work. We very much
appreciate your kind interest and help." Such testimonies are
continually coming to hand, and to supply the various open doors with
gifts of literature regularly needs the constant help and co-operation
of all our friends. The Psahnist said, " All the ends of the world shall
remember and turn unto the Lord," and this we desire to bear in mind
as we labour on day by day, sending forth the precious Truth of God
to our soldiers and sailors in various parts of the world.
Yours sincerely,
6, STIRLING ROAD,
R. E. BRIDER.
BATH ROAD, BRISTOL, July, 1914.
DAYS of trouble must be days of prayer; in days of inward trouble,
especially when God seems to have withdrawn from us, we must
seek Him and seek till we find Him. In the day of his trouble the
Psahnist did not seek for the diversions of business or recreation,
to shake off his trouble that way, but he sought God, and His favour
and grace-" In the day of my trouble I sought the Lord." Those
that are under trouble of mind must not laugh it away or drink it
away, but pray it away.-Matthew Henry (1662-1714).
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THE CHURCH ON THE BOSPHORUS.
LECTURE DELIVERED BY THE LATE REV. S. A. WALKER, M.A.,
IN ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, IN 1877.

(Continued from page 445.)

•

THERE was a third circumstance that caused disputes between these
rival Churches, and that seemtld, we will admit, to have been a legitimate one. It was the question of the worship of images.' The Eastern
Church repudiated that worship, and refused to admit images into
its churches; but, in the usual spirit of contradiction that appears in
all man's religious history, whilst they excluded the images they
allowed pictures to be introduced into their churches, and they do at
the present day, and they worship those pictures with as gross idolatry
as ever the Roman Catholic worships his images. It does not matter,
dear friends, what the object of idolatry is, if it is idolatry, if anything
is worshipped but the one Supreme Being Who alone is worthy of
adoration and confidence; and, certainly, the idolatrous character of
the Greek worship is not to be exceeded by anything that is found in
the Latin or Romish Church. It is concerning this special subject of
dispute that we have to consider the actual difference between the
Church of Rome and the Greek Church, because it is a subject that is
likely to be of increasing importance to us who are members of the
Church of England, seeing that there is now an attempt made to unite
the Church of England with the Greek Church. It is declared by
some of the highest of the Ritualistic clergy at present impossible to
unite directly with the Roman Church, because of the position which
the pope has assumed in declaring himself to be infallible. In doing
that he has repelled almost the highest Ritualist in the land, and on
that ground the leaders of that party say they can not unite directly
with the Church of Rome. But a movement has been for some time
on foot to unite with the Greek Church, and in that way ultimately
to unite with the Roman Church likewise.
There is an idea in the minds of some persons in this country that
the Greek Church is not as idolatrous and superstitious as the Roman,
that the Greek Church comes in doctrine and practice somewhere
between the Roman Catholic Church and the Church of England. My
dear friends, it is nothing of the kind. The Greek Ch.urch is quite
as superstitious and quite as idolatrous as the Roman. There area
few particulars in which there is a difference between the two, and I
shall just mention them to let you know what they are; because I
think, in the days in which we live,we ought to know a great deal of
these things, more especially when we hear of a movement by parties
who are in authority, who are looked up to as leaders, and who exercise
a certain influence among us, to bring us into a certain relation; and
when an important step is proposed, in which our highest interests are
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involved, we ought to know what is the nature of that step, and what
will be our position if that step is taken. The time is quite come when
the laity of the Church of England ought to lay these things to heart,
and when they should see the direction in which the Church of England
is going; we ought not to sit down quietly and see these things done
before our eyes, without being certain that they are not calculated to
injure us, or those who come after us, or to interfere in any way with
the great truths that are contained in the Articles and Formularies of
our Church. I bless God that our Church is sound in its Articles,
Formularies, and Homilies. We hold the true Reformation doctrinethe doctrine of the Word of God; and if all we ministers were only to
preach according to the teaching of our Church, I venture to say that
we should preach nothing but the Lord Jesus Christ-we should preach
no sacraments, we should preach no superstitions, we should preach
no ceremonies or rites-we should preach the blessed Redeemer, as
we have been commissioned, by our Church, to go forth and preach
the Gospel to every creature.
I say, then, we ought to look into these matters to which I have
referred. I say again, if anything else has crept into the Church but
that which is in accordance with Scriptural and Reformation truth,
it is designing men who have introduced it, as it certainly was not
contained' in the original formation or constitution of the Church.
There are those, as I have said, amongst us who want to unite us with
the Greek Church, and they find they can only do it by introducing
into the Church of England those superstitious observances, and those
unscriptural dogmas which are found in that apostate Church, so as
to assimilate the Church of England to the Greek Church, and thus to
prepare for the union that is contemplated. But I am bound to say
that there is nothing more dissimilar than the doctrine and practice
of the Church of England, as set forth in her Articles and Formularies,
and the doctrine and practice of the Greek Church; so that we could
never join such an apostate, idolatrous, and superstitious Church as
that without giving up the Truth, and without embracing falsehood,
without rejecting the Word of God, and substituting for it the corrupt
word of man. There are some distinctions between the Greek Church
and the Roman Catholic Church, but there is no distinction in superstition, no distinction in the corruption of the Truth, no distinction in
idolatry. There is the same gross idolatry in the Greek Church as
there is in the Church of Rome. I have mentioned three principal
matters of dispute between them; there was a fourth, which arose
very early, it was with reference to what is called the Procession of the
Holy Ghost. It depended on the introduction or rejection of one
compound word, "filioque," a word which caused the bitterest con.tention for a number of years. It simply involves the question whether
the Holy Ghost proceeds from the Son as well as from the Father.
The Greek Church declared that the Holy Spirit, whilst being God,
did not proceed from the Son, but only from the Father, while the
Roman Church admitted the disputed word into the Nicene Creed,
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and held that the Spirit proceeds from the Son as well as from the
Father. We hold the same. The number and names of the General
Councils is another subject of disagreement. They do not differ in
the holding of seven sacraments, although they do as regards the
particular ones to be included. They differ as regards purgatory.
The Greek Church rejects it, but does not reject praying for the dead.
They pray for the dead quite as idolatrously, and with as many superstitions, as the Roman Church. We know that the Roman Catholics
use what we call unleavened bread in the sacrament of our Lord's
Supper-that is to say, they use a wafer instead of the ordinary bread
which the rubric of our Church requires us to use; whereas the Greek
Church insists that leavened bread ought to be used. Then the Greek
Church, as I have said, rejects images, but retains pictures. In the
matter also of the celibacy of the priest, the Greek differs from the
Roman to this extent, that the inferior priests are allowed to marry,
but not the superior ones, the latter being obliged to abstain from
marriage, and even the inferior priests can marry but once. Then
the Greek Church receives the Scriptures, at least in a certain limited
way, but not as fully as we do. The Roman Church, as you know,
at least discourages the use of the Scriptures. Of course, the Greek
Church rejects the pretensions of the pope-that is, rejects his assumed
supremacy and infallibility; whilst the Latin Church admits both.
As regards the version of the Bible used by the respective Churches,
whilst the Latin Church holds to the Latin Vulgate, the Greek Church
holds to the Greek Septuagint.
I have told you that I think it important, at this time especially, that
we should understand what is the true character of the Greek Church,
and 1 will therefore endeavour briefly to point out to you some of the
peculiar superstitions that are held and preached in that Church. We
know concerning the Roman Catholic Church, how it holds that
tradition occupies as important a place as the Scriptures, that it is to
be treated with equal reverence, and is to be studied and relied on
with equal confidence; whilst we of the Church of England, that is
the orthodox party in the Church, reject all kinds of tradition. We
say we want not the traditions of man, and we declare that we have
got everything we require in God's Word, so that our sixth Article
says, " Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to salvation: so
that whatsoever is not read therein. nor may be proved thereby, is
not to be required of any man, that it should be believed as an article
of the Faith, or be thought requisite or necessary to salvation" ; whereas
the Roman Catholic Church receives we can not te I what traditions or
inventIOns of men. as the source of their religious instruction. Whatever communications by word of mouth have come down, as they say
from the Apostles or other teachers, whatever decrees of the bishops
or popes, whatever decretals or encyclical letters, or whatever has
been added to the Church's teaching from age to age, wllatever rites
or ceremonies have been invented, whatever new doctrines have been
introduced,-in short, whatever the perverse imagination of man or his
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corrupt invention has added to the Scripture view of Christianity, all
has been admitted into the theology and services of the Romish Church,
and the Roman Catholic accepts it as of equal value and authority
with the Word of God itself; whereas we hold that the Word of God
.is unapproachable in wisdom and truth, and that what comes from
man is so imperfect that it can not in any circumstances be relied on
as a means of instruction or preparation of the soul for God. We
hold that the Bible is inspired by the Spirit of God, and therefore
ought to be received with all faith, and to be acknowledged as the
Word of God, and admitted into our minds and hearts with all submission to its authoritv. The Greek Church holds that tradition is of
equal authority with the Holy Scriptures in matters of doctrine and
practice-it teaches that the Scriptures are to be received according
to the doctrines and interpretations of the Catholic Church; and
equally with the Roman Catholic Church teaches tradition to be of
authority not inferior to that of the Scriptures. So long as they hold
that we could not honestly join them, because they put contempt on
the Word of God, by placing it on a level with the word of man. They
either elevate the word of man to a position of equal authority with
the Word of God, or they degrade the Word of God to the uncertainty
and imperfection of the word of man.
As regards the Sacraments, the Greek and the Roman Churches are
equally remarkable for the superstitious practices and observances
which they introduce into them, and for what we may call the
blasphemous doctrines that they hold concerning them. We believe
that there are two Sacraments, that of Baptism and of the Lord's
Supper. Baptism we declare to be " an outward and visible sign of
an inward and spiritual grace." We simply use water as representing
the washing away of sin, and the child or adult that receives baptism
is supposed to receive it as a believer. You must always remember
that baptism is intended for believers, and that all the blessings which
it confers can be received only in virtue of the fact that they are
believers. Then the second Sacrament, that of the Lord's Supper, is
simply a commemorative rite, intended to represent the death and
sufferings of the Lord Jesus Christ, intended to show forth His death
until He shall come again, intended to represent the faith of those
who come to partake of the simple elements, and thereby declare that
they accept Jesus as their Saviour and their Deliverer, that they
put their trust in Him and feed by faith on His body and blood, that
they receive the glorious truth concerning His sacrifice of Himself
into their hearts and souls by which they are enabled to enjoy the
assurance of God's love, and that they feel satisfied, strengthened,
and refreshed by such blessed remembrance and assurance, just as the
body is strengthened, refreshed, and nourished by the food man eats
and the wine which he drinks. But the exercise of the mind upon
these things is a spiritual act; that is to say, there is no carnality about
the thing except in the elements themselves. They are only representatives, and the blessing we receive is a spiritual blessing. We

The Gospel Magazine

507

1--

,

......

feed by faith, by the exercise of living faith, not upon those elements,
but upon Him Whom the elements represent. In the Roman Catholic·
Church, and in the Greek Church too, those elements, instead of being
representative, are after certain manipulations, certain words pronounced by the priest, declared to be turned into the very object
which they are intended to represent; that is to say, it is maintained
that as soon as those words are uttered the bread and the wine cease
to exist, and in their place there are substituted the actual body,
blood, soul, and Divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ, that there He is
on the altar, and that there He is to be worshipped. It is not merely
said that He is there under the elements, as is declared by the doctrine
of consubstantiation, but that the elements are gone altogether, that
there is nothing remaining but the body and blood, that although the
natural eyes do not see them, yet to faith it is evident that He is there,
and that the bread and wine are not bread and wine, but actually the
Saviour Himself. So here we come to the central source of all the
superstition introduced into these Churches, and here is the source of
all the power exercised by the priest, here in point of fact is the secret
of the superstition itself. The secret of the superstition is the power
that it confers upon the priest, and the influence it enables him to
exercise; for he professes to perform a certain mysterious and
miraculous act, from which those who come to partake receive eternal
benefit.
All who profess to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ wish of
course to receive· all the benefit of their faith; they wish to receive
Christ, to have an interest in Him, to partake of Him. There are
two ways, it is said, of doing that-the spiritual and the carnal. We
who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, partake of Christ by faith, receive
Him into our hearts; others profess to receive Him into their stomachs,
not by faith but by actual eating, actual reception of Christ into their
mouths. Nothing so absurd, nothing so abhorrent to our natural
common sense, can be imagined as this wretched and wicked invention
of the priest; and it would have been scouted many hundreds of years
ago had it not been for the influence of the priest and the ignorance of
the people, both co-operating to foster this miserable superstition
which gave so much importance to the priest, and placed the people
in a position of such complete subjection and subordination to him.
Here again the laity ought to have interfered, but they did not. It is
just that carelessness on the subject of religion, it is just that indifference
to spiritual things, it is just that men and women are satisfied if anybody will take the trouble of thinking on these matters for them and
relieve them of the necessity and trouble of doing it themselves, that
led the laity so readily to accept the representations made by the
priests. The priests asserted their possession of certain powers to
perform mystical acts for them, in which their souls were interested,
and the laity were content to leave it to them, relieving them of all
exertion in the matter of their souls' welfare, and securing them the
benefit, without any exercise of mind or sacrifice of worldly enjoyment.
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And so superstition has grown and intensified from time to time,
because men are naturally careless about things that concern their
souls.
(To be continued.)
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.
THE Annual Election of pensioners to receive ten guineas per annum
each was recently held at the Cannon Street Hotel, when 30 were
appointed, and 10 of the oldest upon the lower pensions were raised
in rotation. These increased pensions are indeed a boon to the
recipients; no fewer than 306 of the 1541 pensioners are now in
receipt of ten guineas a year. Mr. Ebenezer Carr opened the proceedings with prayer, and the Rev. J. K. Popham closed.
The South London Sale of Work took place at 33, De Crespigny
Park, S.E., under the management of Mrs. McCarthy, Mrs. J ames
J ones, and other ladies. Mrs. Goddard Clarke opened the Sale, and
the substantial sum of £80 was realized. The Rev. W. Sinden gave an
excellent address, and Mr. and Mrs. McCaIthy were heartily thanked
for the use of their garden. The claims of the Society have also been
advocated, during the month, at Croydon, Clapham, and Bickley,
much to the advantage of the Institution.
"Twilight," an illustrated booklet fo1' enclosure in letters, is just
ready; 25 copies for Is. 6d. It is hoped that it may be widely
circulated amongst non-subscribers that an increase in the number of
contributors may result, the hourly expenditure in pensions being
£1 16s.
The Committee have been encouraged by generous remittances from
readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE in California, New Zealand, and
Australia; the financial help, and the spiritual letters accompanying
it, are of real value to the Institution, when so much difficulty is
experienced in maintaining its income. The Society is a monument
to the Covenant faithfulness of the Lord our God and a testimony to
His grace. It has been throughout its history" All of grace-from base to
Grace on every course and
Grace in planning, rearing,
Sovereign grace, and grace

summit,
stone;
crowning,
alone! "

The 43rd Anniversary of the Hornsey Rise Home took place on
July 3rd, when, notwithstanding wet weather, a large company
assembled. The Rev. W. T. Turpin's health did not permit of his
journeying to London, but his place was kindly taken by the Rev.
W. Brooke, of Croydon, who preached an excellent sermon in the
afternoon, in the Chapel, from Psalm xcii. 13th and following verses.
In the evening the Rev. Thomas Martin, of Five Ash Down, delivered
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an appropriate discourse from Psalm lxxi. 17, 18. The people delighted
in "ithe joyful sound" on both occasions, and good collections were
taken for the Maintenance Fund. Tea was provided in the beautiful
Hall, the area of which was filled, and the intervals were occupied
with the Sale of Work and with visits to the rooms of the inmates,
whQ always delight to welcome friends. A journey to Hornsey Rise
at this time of the year would repay anyone, and an inspection of the
Home would certainly deepen interest in the Society.
A letter recently received shall be our closing word this month:
" For the pension to-day I am, I trust, grateful in a right way. I had
been thinking from before light, as I lay awake, of the wonderful skill,
the great combination of wisdom and power, by which I had been
preserved from evil in the world as distinguished from deliverance out
of the world (John xvii. 15), and being thereby helped to rest in faith
that the present urgent need would be supplied, and during the day
the pension came and I am relieved from the sordid pressure of care
and anxiety. It is such an entirely new experience for me that I am
at a loss to know what to do and how to do it, but at least I can, with
the Psalmist, say, ' They shall abundantly utter the memory of Thy
great goodness: and also, ' The humble shall hear thereof and be glad.'
With my best, though imperfect, acknowledgments."

"a5i5iing iSbent5i.
A MONTHLY RECORD.
ALL Europe was startled on the morning of Monday, June 29th, by
the announcement in the press of the assassination of the AustroHungarian Heir-Presumptive, the Archduke Francis Ferdinand, and
his wife, the Duchess of Hohenberg. The sad event took place on
Sunday afternoon, June 28th, at Serajevo, the capital of Bosnia.
Our readers will doubtless be full of tender Christian sympathy for
the beloved EDITOR of this MAGAZINE in his time of great bodily
weakness. He needs to be supported by the earnest prayers of God's
people.
A new tract has just been issued by the Church Association, which
we warmly commend to our readers. It is entitled, "Does the S. P. G.
Deserve the Support of Loyal Churchmen ~ " We think that after its
perusal our readers will feel more than ever before the importance of
supporting only such societies as are true to Evangelical and Protestant
principles. The tract can be had from the Church Association, 13 and
14, Buckingham Street, Strand, London, at 3d. per dozen, or Is. 6d.
per 100.
---
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It is encouraging to read the pronouncement recently made in
London by so eminent a lawyer as Sir Edward Clarke, K.C. He said:
" It is not, I think, likely that any licence will be issued to Convocation
to make a new canon. But if it were, no new canon could be framed
under it which would permit the use of the Mass Vestments, because
any such canon would be contrary to the orders and ceremonies of the
Church as prescribed by the Prayer Book, which is part of one of the
statutes of the realm, and can only be altered by Parliament itself.
And if, which is practically impossible, any such canon were adopted
by Convocation and sanctioned by the Crown, it would be mere wastepaper so long as the Statute 13 and 14 C. 2, c. 4, of 1662, remained
unrepealed and unamended. I have not the slightest doubt that in
the stand we are making against any alteration of the law which would
render it legal to use the Mass Vestments and against any such revision
of the Prayer Book as is desired by the pro-Roman party we shall be
finally and completely successful."

We cordially endorse the following remarks from our faithful
contemporary, the English Ohurchman :-" The eulogy passed by the
Bishop of Lichfield on the Mirfield College has not added to his own
credit or to the feeling of respect with which he will be regarded by
loyal Churchmen. He said that the College gave the right kind of
clergy to the Church of England, and he expressed a wish that it could
be multiplied fiftyfold. Now, as 'Father' Benson in 'Confessions
of a Convert' has told us from actual experience that the teaching at
Mirfield is Roman in everything except the doctrine of Papal supremacy,
we see what the Bishop desires for our Church. He would have its
ministry saturated with the soul-destroying errors which our formularies
specifically condemn.
He spoke of producing men thoroughly
Evangelical and thoroughly Catholic, and there is a sense in which that
is possible, but not if the term' Catholic' be understood as his audience
at Mirfield would interpret it. According to their interpretation
, Catholic' and Evangelical are fundamentally opposed, and the only
relationship which can ever exist between them is that of perpetual
antagonism. Oil and water may sooner mingle than sacerdotalism
and the doctrines of Grace. Presumably the Bishop of Lichfield
understands this, but it is a shame that he should give utterance to an
expression which, though intelligible to himself, was bound to be
misleading to numbers who would hear and read it. Indeed, we are
suffering much at the present time from an ambiguous and uncandid
use of those terms, Catholic and Evangelical, by men who ought to
know better and be above such an unworthy artifice."
Decidedly Evangelical Churchmen in Bristol and elsewhere will read
with regret that the new Bishop of Bristol has been presented with a
gold pectoral cross. We cull the following from a contemporary ;-
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" The Bishop of Bristol (Dr. Nickson) was presented on the day of his
enthronement with a gold pectoral cross, subscribed for by his six
former curates-the Revs. J. E. Woodward, A. B. Wynne-Willson,
H. H. Matthew, F. W. Soames, F. G. Goddard, and W. S. Mather.
Mr. Woodward, the senior of the Bishop's old staff of curates, in making
the presentation, said: 'We count it a high privilege to have had the
advantage of serving under your Lordship, and we recall, with gratitude,
the tact, the patience, the sympathy, the kindness, and the generosity
with which both you and Mrs. Nickson invariably helped and encouraged
us. We desire to express our appreciation in a tangible way, and
beg to ask your Lordship to accept the gold pectoral cross as a small
token of our love and affection.' The cross, which is of solid gold,
is a replica of St. Cuthbert's Cross at Durham, and bears a suitable
inscription in Latin. The Bishop accepted the gift and spoke in most
warm and generous terms of the work of his colleagues. He said that
it had touched him deeply, and that he would ever remember with
feelings of affection those who had been his helpers in the days gone by.
His Lordship concluded by giving them his blessing."
Writing on the subject of the recent Ulster Celebrations, The Times
says: "The celebrations of the 12th of July passed off peaceably in
Ulster, but with a'demonstration even more remarkable than any that
have preceded it of the devotion, the enthusiasm, and the determination
of the Orangemen. The central gathering was at Drumbeg, in the
procession to which from Belfast it is estimated that at least 70,000
men from the Orange Lodges joined. At Drumbeg Sir Edward Carson
delivered a grave and stirring address. There were, in addition,
meetings and demonstrations in many other parts of Ulster. Sir
Edward Carson, in the course of his address, summarized Ulster's
demand in the words ' Give us a " clean cut" of Ulster or come and
fight us.' He said that the Provisional Government had given him
authority to take the necessary measures to prevent Home Rule being
placed on the Statute-book, and he declared that that authority would
be exercised' with grim determination.' "

tltbitws anb jtotius of lSoofts.
THE FOOTSTEPS OF PROVIDENCE IN THE EXPERIENCES OF AI PROTESTANl'
LECTURER. Some Remarkable Incidents1fand jProvidential
Deliverances in the Life of DAVID CATT. By'HERBERT DAWSON'
Pp. 110. 28. net. (J"ondon: 74, Strand, W.C.)
" GOD moves in a mysterious way.": Such islthe~thought of our fgood
friend Mr.•Catt every time he reflects upon thelvaried incidents:of
his [career; such is the feeling of the author as :he [narrates these
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experiences; and such will be the conviction of the reader when he
has pemsed this modest life-story.
Born in a Sussex cottage over fifty years ago, David Catt in his
youth had several narrow escapes from death which remind us of John
Bunyan, upon whose life he has lectured about two thousand timessurely a record! In each case God was preserving a chosen vessel
for His sovereign purposes, and the time arrived when each came to
realize that fact. After a boyhood and early manhood spent in a
succession of employments, David Catt was Divinely called to his
life-work as a Protestant lecturer and Secretary of the Calvinistic
Protestant Union. In this capacity he is known to the Lord's people
in most places up and down the country where the doctrines of Grace
are preached and treasured. During thirty years of arduous work
he has had no lack of what the world would call " adventures"and exciting ones many of them-but what he and we prefer unquestioningly to call the dealings of a gracious God, tme to His promises
concerning His servants. He has been in peril on road and rail, in
snow-storm and in flood. His love of children especially has taken
him to many out-of-the-way places, where the little ones have scant
opportunity of seeing Protestant pictures and hearing Protestant
stories, places where the conveniences and comforts of travel are very
few. His speech is still racy of the soil, and the homely humorous
way in which he enforces his lessons" goes down" with his audiences.
:Mr. Catt has distributed the Scriptures on the summit of Snowdon,
on Hampstead Heath, and in the Kentish hop-gardens; he has lectured
on ship-board to Jack Tars and marines, to a crowd of" young plants"
in a greenhouse, and in many other strange places. The Rev. F. J.
Hamilton, D.D., ofttimes his companion on lecturing tours in past
days, contributes a cordial Foreword; a number of vivid pen-and-ink
sketches enliven the letterpress, and there is a striking portrait of Mr.
Catt by way of frontispiece.
PER~ECUTIONS tend to correct the failings of good men, and to
exercise and illustrate their several graces and virtues. By these,
good men are usually made much better and more approved~ while
they tend to exercise our patience, to quicken our devotion, to evidence
our zeal and Christian fortitude, and to show to the whole world l'rhat
love we bear to the Truth, and how much we are willing to undergo
for the honour of God. What more truly beneficial or tending to
the Divine glory than for God, Who useth to bring good out of evil,
to make use also of the opposers of His Truth, to rouse up His servants
who:m He sees growing more remiss and negligent than phey should
be, and to suffer such temptations to assault them, by which their
drowsy minds may be spurred on into a greater love and zeal for the
Truth, and a deeper sense of the Divine benefit in it, and,. in general,
excited to the more diligent performance of their duty.-Richard
Pearson (1684).
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