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.. Who comforleth 113 in all our tribulation, tha.t we may be able to comfort them which are in anT
trouble, by the comfort wherewIth wc ourselves a.re comforted of God."-2 CoR. i. 4,

THE LORD COMING DOWN TO DELIVER.
" And the Lord said, I have surely seen the affliction oj My people
which are in Egypt, and have hea1'd their cry by reason oj their
taskma.sters,. jor I know their sorrows,. and I am come down
to deliver them out oj the hand oj the Egyptians, and to bring
them up out oj that land unto a good land and a large, unto a
land flowing with milk and honey."-ExoDus iii. 7, 8.

,

THE Speaker of these words is variously described in this chapter.
He is called" the Angel of the LORD," "the LORD," and" the
GOD of Abraham, the GOD of Isaac, and the GOD of Jacob." It
was a Divine person, therefore, Who appeared to Moses at the
bush, and the first title by which He is described (" Angel or
Messenger of the LORD") leaves no room to doubt that it was
the· second Person of the Trinity Who uttered these precious
words. The full manifestation of His love for His people and His
tender and gracious interest in their welfare took place at His
incarnation, but long before that marvellous event He frequently
appeared in order to help forward the carrying-out of His Covenant
engagements. Here His concern is expressed on behalf of the
people of Israel. Their deliverance from the bondage of Egypt
was one of the great links in the chain of Divine providences which
would issue in the redemption and final glorification of all the
22
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Israel of GOD. Many thoughts are suggested by the words of
comfort which stand at the head of this" Family Portion."
1. We may first think of the people whose affliction the Angel
of the Oovenant saw.

He calls them " My people." This is the first time that they
are so called. Before they were called "the children of Israel"
(chap. i. 7). Now they are called, "My people, the children of
Israel" (iii. 10). They were not manifested as His people till
after their deliverance from Egypt. In regard to that deliverance
GOD said, " I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under
the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of their
bondage . . . and I will take you to Me for a people, and I will be
to you a GOD" (Exod. vi. 6, 7). Prospectively and in the Divine
purpose they were His people when He appeared to Moses at
the bush. They were a holy, a chosen, and a special people.
"Thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy GOD: the LORD
thy GOD hath chosen thee to be a special people unto Himself,
above all people that are upon the face of the earth." They
were thus sanctified, chosen, and beloved, notwithstanding their
sins. "Understand, therefore, that the LORD thy GOD giveth
thee not this good land to possess it for thy righteousness; for
thou art a stitJnecked people" (see Deut. vii. 6, 7; ix. 6). As a
people who were the objects of Divine love and choice, though
utterly unworthy of the favours extended to them, they are a
striking type of the spiritual Israel. These latter are "a chosen
generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people
. . . which in time past were not a people, but are now the people
of GOD; which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained
mercy" (1 Peter ii. 9, 10). In the spiritual Israel's case also
the Divine blessings bestowed upon them are wholly unmerited.
They are saved and called, not according to their works, but
according to GOD'S own purpose and grace given them in CHRIST
JESUS before the world began. Their salvation is by sovereign
grace. All human merit is excluded, and there is therefore no
ground of human boasting. Chosen in CHRIST before the foundation of the world, they were given to Him by the FATHER to be
His flock, for whose bringing into the heavenly fold He became
responsible. Before they had any being He thought of them as

,

The Gospel Magazine

339

His. "Other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also
I must bring, and they shall hear My voice; and there shall be
one fold (flock), and one SHEPHERD." Here we have the responsibility of the SHEPHERD to bring His sheep into the fold, and we
have His infallible Word that they shall hear His voice. What
a comfort this is to all faithful preachers of the Gospel and to
all who seek to disseminate Gospel truth. The SHEPHERD-the
DIVINE SHEPHERD-has His eye upon all His sheep, and has determined to bring them into the fold, and though they are dead in
sin He will cause them to hear His voice, and to listen savingly
to the good tidings of peace and salvation. "My sheep hear My
voice, and I know them, and they follow Me: and I give unto
them eternal life " (John x. 16, 27, 28). Here is encouragement
to 'abound in the work of the LORD, forasmuch as we know, on
Divine authority, that our labour will not be in vain in the LORD.
Notwithstanding all the difficulties and trials which are experienced
by GOD-sent workers, CHRIST'S sheep will all be brought, and they
shall certainly listen to His gracious voice. His people must be
vitally united to Him.
They must all, without exception, occupy their predestined
places in the mansions of glory.
2. Next, let us think of the.affliction from which the Lord's people
were sufJe·ring.
They were made to serve with rigour. Their lives were made
bitter with hard bondage. All this reminds us of the bondage
in which the spiritual Israel are held in their time of spiritual
deadness and distance from GOD. They are under "the power
of Satan" (Acts xxvi. 18), led captive by him at his will. He is
the spirit which now worketh in the children of disobedience.
They are under" the power of darkness," sitting in darkness and
in the shadow of death (Col. i. 13; Luke i. 79). They find by
bitter experience that "the way of transgressors is hard," and
that" the end of those things is death." While in this bondage,
their case is miserable in the extreme. Satan is found to be a
hard master, and his service brings sorrow, wretchedness, shame,
and woe in its train. And when awakened to a sense of sin, how
they long for deliverance! Their affiiction, their misery, their
wretchedness are all known to the LORD. "I have surely seen
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the affliction of My people which are in Egypt." Yes, He sees
the bondage in which His people are held. He sees the power
which Satan exercises over His chosen. He knows the hardship,
the misery, the wretchedness which accompany the service of
that old serpent, called the devil and Satan. He knows the
sorrows which sin brings. Ah, He knows the awful sorrows of
this horrible war, and, in particular, He knows the sorrows of all
His people, called and uncalled. Their groanings are not hid from
Him. "The children of Israel sighed by reason of the bondage,
and they cried, and their cry came up unto GOD by reason of
the bondage. And GOD heard their groaning, and GOD remembered His Covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with J acob.
And GOD looked upon the children of Ismel, and GOD had respect
unto them" (Exod. ii. 23-25). Hundreds of years before the
Exodus the LORD knew what affliction and trial His people would
have to endure in Egypt. To Abraham He said, "Know of a
surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs,
and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred
years" (Gen. xv. 13). Hence He covenanted to deliver them.
" That nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and afterward
shall they come out with great substance" (Gen. xv. 14). Now,
in the time of Moses, when the foretold affliction had come upon
them, GOD remembers His Covenant promises, and, in pursuance
of that Covenant, He announces that He has come down to deliver
them. The eternal Covenant of grace was made in full view· of
the spiritual bondage and affliction of the LORD'S chosen family,
and in response to the cry of His awakened people the LORD comes
down to deliver them. In all the varied circumstances of His
people, both before and after their deliverance from the bondage
of sin and Satan, the LORD sees and knows their trials, He hears
their cries, and even the groanings of their hearts come up into
His ears. JONAH is an illustration of this. He says: "I cried
by reason of mine affliction unto the LORD, and He heard me;
out of the belly of hell cried I, and Thou heardest my voice"
(Jonah ii. 2). We may imagine that the LORD hath forgotten us
and that He doth not notice our case, but it is always true that
"He that is higher than the highest regardeth" (Eccles. v. 8).
" The righteous cry, and the LORD heareth, and delivereth them
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out of all their troubles" (Psa. xxxiv. 17). "I know their sorrows."
Let that blessed assurance comfort your hearts.
Take courage from the blessed knowledge that He knows your
case and is deeply concerned about your sorrows and trials.
3. Thirdly, let us think of the Loord's purpose concerning His
afflicted people.
It was a purpose to deliver them.

"I am come down to deliver
them out of the hand of the Egyptians." This was the reason of
His manifestation to Moses. It was His intention to bring them
out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, to rid them out
of their bondage and to redeem them with a stretched·out arm
(Exod. vi. 6). This redemption of the literal Israel typified that
greater redemption of all the Israel of GOD for which the LORD
JESUS came down at His incarnation. Then it was that He
"visited and redeemed His people." Then it was that "the
Dayspring from on high 'visited us, to give light to them that sit
in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into
the way of peace" (Luke i. 68, 78, 79). Tnlly CHRIST the long·
promised MESSIAH came down to deliver and to redeem His people.
Though He was rich, yet for our sakes He became poor, that we
through His poverty might be rich. To save His people from
their sins was the great end of His coming. He and He alone
is the REDEEMER and SAVIOUR. None of us can by any means
redeem either one's self or another. No self·sacrifice on our
part, no bravery on the field of battle, no jealousy for the cause
of righteousness can effect our deliverance from the bondage of
sin and from the wrath which sin deserves. The LORD alone is
the REDEEMER of .His people. He came down to deliver, and His
purpose shall be effectually accomplished in the eternal salvation
of all the children which GOD hath given Him.
It was a purpose to bring up His people out of Egypt unto a good
land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey. They
were to be brought out of Egypt; led through the wilderness
by the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night;
supplied with bread from heaven and water from the rock; and
defended from their foes. Finally, they were to be brought into
the land which GOD had covenanted to give them-" a land of
brooks of water, of fountains and depths that spring out of valleys
°
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and hills; a land of wheat and barley, and vines, and fig trees,
and pomegranates; a land of oil, olive, and honey; a land wherein
thou shalt eat bread without scarceness, thou shalt not lack anything in it" (Deut. viii. 7-9). A good land indeed was the land
to which the LORD purposed to bring them, and what a type it
is of the heavenly Canaan! In the heavenly inheritance "they
shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the
sun light on them, nor any heat. For the LAMB Which is in the
midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto
living fountains of waters; and GOD shall wipe away all tears
from their eyes" (Rev. vii. 16, 17).
Fear not, little flock. It is your FATHER'S good pleasure to
give you all this blessedness. He hath not appointed you to
wrath but to obtain salvation. Having begun the good work He
will complete it. You are begotten to an inheritance incorruptible,
undefiled, and that fadeth not away. Your REDEEMER came
down to redeem, to preserve, and to glorify you, and His purpose
must be accomplished. He brought you out that He. might bring
you in. It may be that your soul has been discouraged because
of the way. Perhaps Giant Despair has got you in his grip. Some
sudden fiery dart has got through the joints of your armour and
laid you low. Everything seems against you. Call to mind,
however, the promises and purposes of your REDEEMER. Think
of His almighty power and encourage yourself in Him. Be strong
in His grace. In His name face your foes and your trials. Start
afresh in the heavenly race. Seek to run with patience, looking
unto JESUS, the AUTHOR and FL'lISHER of your fa.ith. He is
equal to your case. He can disperse the darkness which envelops
you, the clouds which obscure the light of His presence. You
can do all things through His strengthening power. Rise, then.
Stand upon thy feet. Listen to His voice saying unto thee, " Fear
thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy
GOD: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will
uphold thee with the right hand of My righteousness."
He hath come down to deliver thee, and He will not leave thee
till thou art at last in the heavenly land that floweth with milk
and honey.
Whitington Vicarage,
Btok Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR..
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MOSES AND THE PROPHETS.
" A nd he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets,
neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead."LUKE xvi. 31.

THESE words are contained in the parable of the rich man and
Lazarus. In that parable our Lord draws aside the curtain which
hides the unseen world from our view, and reveals to us the happiness of the godly and the misery of the ungodly. While here the
rich man was "clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day," but he lived entirely for himself. Though he
had Moses and the prophets his riches had choked the Word.
Being occupied with wealth and luxury he had no room in his
thoughts for God, and no room for Christ. Present things wholly
filled his mind, and hence, when he died, he died without Christ,
without hope, and without G,pd. No wonder therefore that it
should be further recorded, "In hell he lift up his eyes, being in
torments." On the other hand,' Lazarus, though poor as to this
world, was evidently rich in faith, and his portion was a blessed
one. Death came to him as it came to the rich man, but how
different is the Divine record of the two men! The rich man
died and was buried. Probably he had a grand and imposing
funeral. His mortal remains were probably laid in their grave
amid much pomp and circumstance. Nothing, however, is said
of the poor man's burial. The disposal of his body is not mentioned,
but, what is of far greater importance, we are told what became
of his spirit. He" was carried by the angels into Abraham's
bosom." That is, he was given the chief place at the heavenly
feast, next to Abraham, the father of the faithfnl. We read, " Now
there was leaning on Jesus' bosom one of His disciples, whom
Jesus loved." That is to say, the beloved disciple, John, had
the privilege of reclining, according to Eastern custom, at supper
in close proximity to Jesus, so that his head came into close
contact with the bosom of his Lord. In like manner, Lazal1ls,
though poor and despised while here, was exalted by ministering
angels to a place of blessedness next to the most distinguished
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saint of Old Testament times. It is only when the curtain is
thus drawn aside that we can truly compare the lot of the godly
with the lot of the ungodly. If we think only of this life we are
apt to be fretful because of the prosperity of many of the lmgodly.
We then are inclined to say, "Behold, these are the ungodly,
who prosper in the world; they increase in riches. Verily I have
cleansed my heart in vain, and washed my hands in innocency."
But when we view them in the light of the future, unveiled to us
by the teaching of our Lord, we are ready to say, "Then understood I their end. Surely thou didst set them in slippery places;
Thou casteth them down into destruction. How are they brought
into desolation, as in a moment! they are utterly consumed with
terrors" (Psa. Lx..xiii. 12, 13, 17-19). Now' the rich man had
requested Abraham to send Lazarus t{) testify unto his five
brethren "lest they also come into this -place of torment."
Abraham's answer was, "They have Moses and the prophets;
let them hear them." But the rich man replied, "Nay, father
Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will
repent." The answer of Abraham to this argument is of Divine
authority, being put into his mouth by the Son of God himself.
" If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be
persuaded, though one rose from the dead."
1. Let us consider what is meant by " Moses and the prophets_"
The expression is a brief title for all the Old Testament Scriptures. Our Lord, in His conversation with the two disciples who
were going to a village called Emmaus, said to them, "0 fools,
and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken
. . . And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded
to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself" (Luke
xxiv. 25-27). A longer name for these Scriptures is given in
verse 44 of the same chapter. "These are the words which I
spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must
be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the
p?'ophets, and in the Psalms, concerning Me. Then opened He
their understanding, that they might understand the Scriptures."
These Scriptures are full of Christ. He is the great burden of
their testimony. Our Lord Himself is an infallible Witness to
this fact. He says, "Search the Scriptures; for in them ye
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think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of lltle.
. . . Had ye believed lltloses, ye would have believed Me: for He
wrote of Me. But if ye believe not His writings, how shall ye
believe My words ~" (John v. 39, 46, 47). When Philip found
Nathanael, he said to him concerning Christ, "We have found
Him, of Whom lltloses in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus
of Nazareth, the Son of Joseph" (John i. 45). Peter, in his
sermon at Cresarea, said, "To Him give all the prophets witness,
that through His Name whosoever believeth in Him shall receive
remission of sins" (Acts x. 43). When the chief Jews at Rome
came to the Apostle Paul in his lodgings, "he expounded and
testified the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus,
both out of the law of lltloses, and out of the prophets, from morning
till evening" (Acts xxviii. 23).
To be in possession, then, of Moses and the prophets was to
possess a collection of inspired writings ,,-hich \fere able to direct
the mind to Him IYho alone can deliver from the wrath to come.
Moreover, these Scriptures were publicly" read in the synagogues
every Sabbath day" (Acts xiii. 15, 27; xv. 21). The brethren
of the rich man had these holy and 'inspired writings. They had
the opportunity of hearing them read every Sabbath day, and they
were responsible to make a right use of their great privilege. If
they had the Old Testament Scriptures, we have also that collection of twenty-seven books to which we give the name of "The
New Testament." Our privileges are thus greater. If the rich
ma.n escaped not who refused the testimony of the Old Testament,
"how shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which
at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed
unto us by them that heard Him ~ " (Heb. ii. 3).
Notwithstanding all the erroneous teaching which now obtains
in the professing Church, it is a great privilege appertaining to
all Englishmen that ever since the Reformation the Scriptures of
the Old and New Testaments are read in our churches every
Sabbath day. Oh that men who hear them with the outward ear
had their hearts opened to understand them and to receive their
teachings with meekness!
2. Notice that lltloses and the prophets are deemed suJJicient for
salvation.
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Our Lord teaches us in this parable that there is no need for
one to rise from the dead to communicate truth needed for salvation. The Scriptures are sufficient for this purpose. All saving
truth is found in tbem, and if men "hear not Moses and the
prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from
the dead." This truth was insisted on by our Reformers. They
said, "Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to salvation: so that whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be proved
thereby, is not to be required of any man, that it should be
believed as an article of the Faith, or be thought requisite or
necessary to salvation" (Article vi.). "There is no truth nor
doctrine necessary for our justification and everlasting salvation,
but that is or may be drawn out of that fountain and well of
truth" (The Homilies). This great truth is asserted by the
inspired Apostle when he says, " All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be
perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works" (2 Tim. iii.
16, 17). The Scriptures are able to make wise unto salvation
through faith which is in Christ Jesus.
(1.) The Scriptures are sufficient to tell us oj ou'r sin.
It is in them that we learn of the introduction of sin into this
earth. In them w'e read of man's fall, his rebellion, his sin by
which he "brought death into the world and all our woe, with loss
of Eden." In them we learn that Adam's fall meant the ruin of
all his posterity, unless grace intervened. HiS descendants are
shapen in iniquity and conceived in sin. Their hearts are deceitful above all things and desperately wicked. Every imagination
of the thoughts of their hearts is only evil continually. "There
is none righteous, no, not one." "All have sinned and have
come short of the glory of God." Men are sinners by imputation,
by nature, and by practice, and their carnal minds are enmity
against God, and are not subject to the law' of God, neither indeed
can be. However much men may exalt hnman nature, the Scriptures uniformly teach us of man's sinfulness, and have not a good
word to say of man in his natural state.
(2.) The Scriptures are sufficient to tell us oj our per'il.
The exclusion from the garden of Eden; the overthrow of the
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world of the ungodly at the flood; the destruction of the cities
of the plain; the plagues of Egypt; the extermination of the
Canaanites; the judgments upon Israel; and the universal reign
of death, all prove that there is a God that judgeth the earth,
and that "the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in
unrighteousness" (Rom. i. 18). "The wages of sin is death."
"Sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death" (Rom. vi. 23;
James i. 15). There is such a thing as "the wrath to come."
Dread of coming judgment will impel impenitent sinners to say
to the mountains and rocks, "Fall on us, and hide us from the
face of Him that sitteth upon the throne, and from the wrath of
the Lamb: for the great day of His wrath is come; and who shall
be able to stand 1 " (Rev. vi. 16, 17). Men may deny the solemn
truth of the Bible concerning the fate of the finally impenitent,
but the unerring word of the Son of God teaches that they" shall
go away into everlasting punishment" (Matt. xxv. 46). We dare
not minimize the teaching of God's Word on this solemn subject.
In tender tones and with tearful eyes we would faithfully warn
sinners of coming wrath, praying that God may apply the truth
to the awakening of their souls, and to their eternal salvation
through the merits of the Lord J Mus Christ. We need no messenger
from the other world to tell us of the reality of Divine wrath. We
have Moses and the prophets. We have the whole collection of
the inspired books which clearly reveal the whole truth about
sin and its present and eternal consequences.
(3.) The Scriptures are sufficient to tell us of God's remedy for sin.
Blessed be God's Name that He has not revealed only the awful
character of sin and its reality and its dread consequences, but
He has graciously revealed a Divine and infallible remedy by
which He can be just and the Justifier of him which believeth in
Jesus. The moment man sinned, God in wondrous grace
promised a Redeemer. That promise was reiterated again and
again and again, all through the Old Testament history. It was
enshrined in the types. The Ark in which Noah was saved; the
ram which took Isaac's place; the brazen serpent lifted up in the
wilderness; the cities of refuge; the daily and yearly sacrifices;
all pointed to a Redeemer in Whom awakened sinners might hide,
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through whose substitutionary work they could be saved, through
Whose atoning blood they could be cleansed and forgiven. These,
together with the express declarations of the Scriptures as to His
substitutionary work, all point to Christ as the Divinely-arranged,
the Divinely-given Saviour of sinners. "Neither is there salvation
in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given
among men, whereby we must be saved" (Acts iv. 12). Vain
and foolish then are the desires which we are prone to cherish
that someone should return from the unseen world to tell us of
the reality of things invisible, or to confirm the revelations of
the Most High. Heaven and earth shall pass away, but the
unerring Word of God shall not pass away. That Word, written
by inspired prophets and apostles, is sufficient as an infallible
guide in regard to the way to heaven. If we hear not its teaching,
neither would we be persuaded though one rose from the dead.
Another Lazarus did rise from the dead, "But the chief priests
consulted that they might put Lazarus also to death; because
that by reason of him many of the Jews went away, and believed
on Jesus" (John xii. 10, 11). Another proof of the hardness of
the human heart and the vanity of expecting any sinner to be
saved unless Divine, sovereign, and almighty grace is brought to
bear in regenerating power.
May writer and readers value these Scriptures written by menholy men of God-moved by the Holy Ghost!
"Lord, Thy teaching grace impart,
That we may not read in vain;
Write Thy precepts on our heart,
Make Thy truths and doctrines plain.
Let the message of Thy love
Guide us to Thy rest above."

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE

EDITOR.

" IT is less injurious to Christ, to doubt even of His existence, than
to doubt of His willingness to save a wounded, broken·hearted sinner.
-Ryland.
"CHRIST'S sheep do not contribute any part of their own wool to
their own clothing. They wear, and are justified by, the fine linen
of Christ's obedience only."-A. M. Toplady.
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WELLSPRINGS.
(A LETTER FROM SALONIKA.)
" We give thanks to God always for you all, ma.kin9 mention of you in
our prayers; remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and
labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in
the sight of God and our Father; knowing, brethren beloved, your
election of God."-l THESSALONIANS i. 2-4.

THIS word has been given me, I trust, in connection "ith the matter
which I now lay before our beloved readers. For some time past, many
are the requests "hich I have received, and am still receiving, that some
of the precious letters arriving from godly soldiers--our brave men
who are fighting our battles for us, and who are fighting still fiercer
battles with Satan's kingdom without and within-should appear in
the pages of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE. They are of living interest,
and do much to encourage us, as we find their authors scattered about,
as salt of the earth, as the Lord's remembrancers, as living ,,-itnesses
for Him, and who thus claim our sympathy and an interest in our
prayers. Our kind Editor has been approached on the subject, but
he finds an increasing difficulty in inserting fresh matter owing to the
cutting do"n of the MAGAZINE, it being greatly reduced in pages in
consequence of the war. But he made the suggestion that I should
weave some of the letters into my monthly" Pilgrim Papers," and
this plan- I am following and gladly forego my own article that you,
dear readers, may participate in the refreshing letter straight from
Salonika, the modern Thessalonica of the Apostle Paul's days. In
seeking a word h'om the Lord in which to head this paper, I felt, what
could be more suitable than the ,yards above! and indeed the whole
chapter could apply most suitably to dear Private W--'s case. He
is one for whom we can indeed bless God! He is an "ensampJe"
(amidst an untoward and perverse and uncongenial condition of
things, and profane and unclean language) of the power of God's
rich, keeping grace, and we here can truly say, "We give thanks to
God always for him, making mention of him in our prayers."
Private W-- attended several services at St. Mary-le-Polt before
leaving the camp, and also ·his last evening in Bristol was spent in
hallowed, sacred fellowship with the writer when, with the precious
Word of God and in pouring out our hearts at the mercy-seat, we
realized truly Jesus "in the midst," according to His gracious
promise, and we had a little foretaste of heaven. Thus he was commended to God and His preserving grace, and went on his way, if not
rejoicing, at least cheered and encouraged.
The first letter after he sailed from Southampton "as received with
deep gratitude to Almighty God for His preserving care. Ne'l'ton's
hymn-
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"The world expects to see them sink,
But Jesus lives to save"-

was much with me, and daily and constant prayer for his Divine
preservation made the news of his safety such glad news, and a fresh
cause for praise. And this is the letter written somewhere on the
ocean and posted on arrival at Salonika :"Dear Miss Cowell,-Your note and enclosed sermon hurriedly
sent in answer to my letter of Jan. 22, telling you of our embarking,
was duly forwarded from Swathling, and received by me on or about
Feb. 12, here. I know you will be pleased to hear of my welfare and
also of my life here. Thank you for the sermon, which has been read
twice by myself and is now lent to one of our men who came out with
me. It surely contains words of comfort for all God's people. I
have prayed, if it please Him, its message may be blessed to the young
man to whom I have lent it. To-day is Saturday, March 3, and I am
commencing a letter to you before receiving any reply to my previous
one, as I have a little spare time, being incapacitated from work for
a few days owing to a sprained ankle. At present I have received
no letter from home, but am expecting now by any mail, and it will
be good to have news of my loved ones again. Of course, as you know,
in our letters we cannot say all we could, or they would just find their
way into the waste-paper basket, instead of their intended destination.
I fear I forget what I wrote you in my previous letter. Our camp
is about six miles from the harbour, on the brow of a hill, and we get
a good view of the port. I find, as you can imagine, the life very
rough, also the majority of the men. The weather is very changeable,
the two extremes of cold and heat. There are two Y.M.C.A. marquees
not far away, where provisions, etc., are sold. Hymns are sung and
a short service held every Sunday evening. I have attended twice.
We have a general hospital close by. I believe two chaplains are
attached. I have met and listened several times to the Presbyterial!
minister. There is also a C.E. clergyman, but him I bave not yet
met. They conduct services at different centres, and also in a large
marquee attached to the hospital, used exclusively for worship. Mr.
- - holds a Bible class, and I have spoken briefly at two of these.
There are not many discourses, however, like those published in the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

There is such a need of studying the Word and listening to what
God the Lord saith; all other is not profitable to hungry souls nor
yet the means whereby God convicts the unconyerted sinner. For
all that is spoken, we need to have a 'Thus saith the Lord.' It is
a very solemn thing, yet a great and holy privilege, to speak to others
either by word of mouth or by the pen in God's Name! Yet He
saith, 'He that hath My word, let him speak My word faithfully, for
what is the chaff to the wheat.' We have the Holy Scriptures, we
hold them to be our one rule of faith and doctrine. They need careful, prayerful, diligent study. They testify of Christ, the Light of
the world. The Scriptures exalt and magnify Him, for He only is
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the Bread of life. I love those words in Qur Communion Service:
'Feed on Him. in thine heart by faith with thanksgiving.' God's
dear people are, we can testify, thus fed; they are strengthened,
edrned, and exalted, when Jesus Christ is preached unto them in all
His fuIness: full of grace and glory. Power accompanies the Word
thus faithfully preached: there is a response; there is a receiving in :
they say Amen, through the power of the witnesses of Jesus, the Holy
Spirit in the heart. I think I have now read three times the sermon
in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, by the late dear Mr. Ormiston, you gave me
in January; and each time with greater refreshing of soul. The
union, the oneness of Christ, and the Church-what a holy theme!
.'l..nd with what unction from above, Christ's dear servant who has
been taken from you must have spoken, as you and others can testify!
In my spare moments I have written a short paper which I had hoped
to submit to you to pronounce judgment upon before sending it to
the Editor. It has been written in my spare time in the tent, so I
find it will need re-writing and revising, which I fear I may not get
the opportunity to do out here: it is so difficult to get suitable paper. *
Of course we have to put up with many inconveniences on active
service. The tent I live in with ten others is twelve feet in diameter.
We are more fortunate than some, as we have boards. Most of the
men in this tent have seen service in Egypt; some about my own
age, some older. I was separated from the men I came out with,
and I found my advent was not hailed with delight! You will
remember my speaking to you of my experience at Shirehampton.
Things are much the same here i-so much to contend with. It is
very distressing to a godly man to be obliged to remain within hearing
of so much that is distasteful and wicked. But I am thankful for
grace given as opportunity offers (as it often does) to witness for the
Truth, for Jesus, and to give them a 'Thus saith the Lord' upon
many different subjects. Of course, as you know, it is given with
much opposition being brought to oppose it, but the Word of the Lord
will stand. I get ridiculed, persecuted in small ways, derided with
names. But I praise Him for His grace bestowed upon me, enabling
me to live soberly and righteously through it all. In derision the
disciples were first called Christians, because they followed Christ.
I have often experienced the blessing spoken of in Luke vi. 22, 23,
and like them have known what it is to 'rejoice that I am counted
worthy to suffer [in Christ] for His dear Name.' For all our blessings
flow through Him, as David testified, , All my springs are in Thee.'
"March 5th. Since writing the former, we've passed through a
very thrilling and terrible experience (which I am not allowed to
enlarge upon). The two Scriptures you gave me (Gen. xxviii. 15
and Jer. xxviii. 2) have proved a great comfort, also Psa. xxiii. 4
and Psa. xci. 1-12. You will perhaps be able to form a correct
conclusion from these references! Since, I have had shown me such
>1'

Rc-written and since received.
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a patient hearing when speaking to one and another. Have just had
an opportunity to have a talk with some of the men in my tent. May
God bless His own Word, according as He purposes in Christ to His
glory. Last night, after we had lain down to rest, I was led to offer
prayer, if no one objected, and which I believed was appreciated by
some of the men! It was a solemn time, but I was rejoiced to hear
the Amen from several! In the morning I was reading Luke xviii.,
and was much impressed by verse 1, that 'men ought always to
pray and not to faint.' This verse was given me again in the evening.
How much every child of Adam owes to our Creator and Preserver!
For all souls are His. He' daily loadeth us with benefits.' Every
good and every perfect gift cometh from Him. Oh! that men would
praise the Lord for all His benefits, acknowledge His hand in all!
For He is over all and above all. And shall not the Judge of all the
earth do right 1 Dear friend, I need not enlarge, for I know that
through grace you know the vital doctrines of His Word. You know
the vain reasoning of the carnal mind, which is enmity against God!
and how that' the things highly esteemed of men are an abomination
unto our Lord.' To those unto whom is revealed the mind and Truth
of God, as revealed in His precious Word, and brought home to the
heart and conscience by God the Spirit, how poor and shallow is the
reasoning of the carnal mind corrupted by sin! Those who live near
to God are 'possessed with religious mania, their brain has been
preyed upon by some preacher or religious book '-such is their
conclusion. God is not in their thoughts, they see no need of prayer,
nor of faith in God. But when fear comes upon them, then, for the
time being, they think of Him. Yes, at death the soul departs to
God Who gave it, to be at His disposal according to His Word. eit,heF
to enjoy an eternity of bliss or endure an eternity of woe. Therefore
we need not be surprised at men 'passing through the valley of the
shadow of death' crying out to God; and we are told of this also
in the sure word of prophecy.
" But it may be to some men in this war that in this way God may
draw near to bless them with the knowledge of His salvation which
is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
"I pray, if it please Him, it may be so here! And I again once
more earnestly request you dear, fellow-believers, who meet together
for prayer, that praying for our safety, you will also pray for !l rich
ingathering of precious souls for whom Christ died, who are among
those' other sheep' which He must' also bring' into a new creation
and fellowship with Himself, to share His glory in the mansions of
bliss; and at this time, even in these camps out here, using this
unworthy servant of His by personal dealing or by public speaking,
or reading of His Word, that He will give me souls for my hire, men
new-born by God·the Spirit, to the glory of His great Name. Pray
that much grace may be given me, that a large measure of faith may
be in exercise in my soul, that I may be enabled to speak and pray
in the Spirit. You may like to read this, or part of this, letter at
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your war prayer meeting. May God bless you more and more, and
may your path be as the shining light which shineth more and more
unto the perfect day! Thanking you in anticipation of receiving
some literature,
" Yours very sincerely,
.. Salonilw.
"T. J. 'N."
Our readers will doubtless agree that for t,he writer of such a gracebetokening letter we cease not to pray and give thanks. And as the
Apostle Paul could, in reference to his brethren there who, amidst
the harassing state of the Jews zealous for the law, and the Gentiles
following idolatry, yet flourished and prospered exceedingly-we,
also, well nigh two thousand years later, can speak of the same
Faithful, Covenant-keeping God, the God of ALL grace, Who is "ith
His own unto the end of the ages. We can commend our brethren
in the faith to Him; we can pray likewise to their Lord, "to
the end he may stablish their hearts unblameable in holiness before
God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Ohrist with
all His saints"; that they may be found in the waiting, ready posture,
so as" to wait for His Son from heaven," and that they may" comfort
one another with these words," and desire the grace of our Lord Jesus
Ohrist to be with them; and that t.hey may abide in the patience of
hope, knowing as we do their election of God!
May He abundantly bless, enrich, and compensate our brave Godly
sailors and soldiers by His own Presence, Power, and Peace!
The writer of the above letter found the GOSPEL MAGAZINE his
one means of grace next the Word of God, when in Oanada, and our
readers will be glad to know that, through the courtesy of the publishers,
we are still enabled to send Private W-- a copy monthly.
R.
THE

FUTURE.

ONCE I had said, " Oh, would that I could know
The future, and the part I have to play,
And all the joys and sorrows of the way
That lies ahead; that Thou, 0 Lord, wouldst show
If all the hopes that now within me glow,
Those hopes of power and greatness that hold sway
Within my breast, will at some far-off day
Be gratified, e'en here on earth below! "
But now I thank Thee that Thou dost not take
That veil away, stretched out our path to hide;
I would be nothing--all things-_for Thy sake,
Since Thou for me that cruel death hast died.
And when in Thine own likeness I awake,
Then, then, 0 Lord, shall I be satisfied!
-Rev. F. Houghtor;.
23
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SernUlnf:l anlJ jtOtef;; of Sertllo1H:l.
NOTES OF A SERMON
PREACHED

AT ST.

MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, BY THE
REV. JAMES ORMISTON.

"And Judas also, which betrayed Him, knew the place,. for Jesus
ofttimes resorted thither with His disciples."-JoHN >."'Viii. 2.

OUR minds are this morning directed, dear friends, to this verse so
full of solemnity and solemn meaning. Judas is mentioned, he who
betrayed Jesus and knew this garden. Jesus was accustomed often
to visit it. He spent many hours-midnight hours-in prayer in this
garden. And there was one of His followers who was familiar with
the garden but who knew none of the Lord's teaching nor the patient
mind of Jesus to bear His Father's will in connection with it. One
wonders if for long Judas had entertained the idea of betraying his
Master. There came a time when the devil entered into him and took
entire possession of him. "One of you is a devil"-Jesus said that
some considerable time before His betrayal. Jesus spoke of him as
Satan because of his work to which he was devoted in body and mindto betray Jesus, a truly Satanic work. Satan must have a bodily
means of getting at bodily objects, so he used this man. He was
Satan's self from the beginning, even when Jesus chose him. The
Lord can choose the worst of means to honour Himself and glorify
Himself, and He used this evil man to glorify Himself. The Lord
is holy in all His ways and perfect in each act of His hands and His
judgment. He chose this man who answered to this character and
name, Satan's devotee, willing at all times to do his behests, although
there came a period when, the Lord's time having come, it is said,
"Then entered Satan into Judas." Satan's hour of darkness had
come, the opportunity to betray Jesus and do his worst, and so he
fully occupied Judas-his mind, judgment, and mental powers. Judas
was the perfect servant of Satan. How full is this of teaching for
us. Let us take heed lest any of us seem to come short and fall into
the intrigues of the Evil One, even for a moment. We are capable of
being misled by the Evil One; we pray, "Deliver us from the Evil
One." How necessary is it to be always on the watch lest our feet
should be stumbling and depalting from the Lord.
.. Judas" knew the place "-knew it well. He had been often there,
though he was a traitor every moment. He was never true to Him,
how could he be ?-the enemy of Jesus. Yet he knew this great
place, solemn sad Gethsemane. That is a wonderful hymn of Hart's
we have on Good Friday; I love it more and more as its meaning
becomes to me greater and greater. I hope you fully appreciate the
beauty of it :"Jesus, while He dwelt below,
As Divine historians say,
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To a place would often go;
Near to Kedron's brook it lay;
In this place He loved to be,
And 'twas n..med Oethsemane."
So this garden was very sacred and solemn to Him. A gardenthe second to which great events had been allocated by God in the
Word of God. Jesus knew the full meaning of the place though the
disciples knew it not, they were strangers to the affection of Jesus for
the garden. And so with ourselves, when we cannot follow the
teaching of some particular passage in God's blessed Book, it is well
to follow the Word patiently, humbly, and persistently. One day it
will be clear, and we shall be thankful that we read it and accepted
it as the Word of God. It is a good thing to go as the Lord leads,
whether we can explain His leading or not. It is well to be in the
place where He puts us.
Every time Jesus went to Gethsemane He had a purpose and knew
it. The Lord Jesus is so in His dealings with us now, as He was with
His disciples. He bears with much slowness of heart on our part.
It is marvellous that He bears with these weaknesses of ours. To
me it is a most abhorrent thought that that traitor was as one of
His disciples to mar the spirituality of each gathering. Let us be
careful that we be not one who, in the least degree, mars the beauty
of the holiness of the worship of God. It is an awful thought to
consider Satan in Gethsemane through his agent Ju8as, and Satan
still makes himself of the number worshipping God, influencing our
hearts if possible, and marring the simplicity of our worship-he is
still the enemy of all this.
Now had come the last gathering in Gethsemane. No doubt Jesus
had anticipated this last time with full foreknowledge, this time of
reality and fulfilment, all was to be consummated here. This was
the last time, but God's time to give His Son the victory. It was
the time of His low estate, but also of His victory. Jesus must always
have been conscious of ultimate victory. This was a time of curse
as well as of blessing-a blessing to His people. It was th,{beginning
of sorrows for Jesus as He went down the slopes and crossed the
Kedron. He had been occupied ,vith His Father till just now in
that wonderful prayer--every word of Jesus to His Father. His
people were only there through Him, and it was concerning them
He spoke those great and wonderful things. "0 righteous Father,
the world hath not known Thee: but I have known Thee," and that
comforted Him. How Jesus must have uttered these words with
satisfaction to Himself perfectly, "I have known My Father," "and
My people have known Him in a small measme." "When Jesus
had spoken these words, He went forth with H t~ disciples "-it is so
sweet the way they are mentioned, how simple their faith and
their love to Jesus-" over the brook Cedron, where was a garden."
He then enjoyed fellowship with His Father, marvellously and corn·
pletely One with Him, opening up to Him His most secret thoughts.
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Many hours must have been spent in silence, probably His disciples
frequently went to sleep. They did on this supreme occasion. They
went to sleep, and thought nothing of Jesus and His sorrow. "Could
ye not watch with Me one hour 1 "-only one. Probably they did
not spend more than a few minutes wakefully of that hour, and Jesus
interrupted that agony of His to speak to them. But they fell asleepsuch are our hearts, sleeping, forgetful, no sympathy with Jesus
suffering, unless He by His grace keep us awake. Do you never
realize this 1 In worship sleeping and forgetful unless the Lord rouse
us to what we are doing, that we are simply hearing with the natural
eaT. May the LOTd give us more the gTace of solemnity when we
heal' His WOl"d expounded and explained. Is what the minister says
the Truth of God, the WOTd of God 1 Then let us listen to it. We
may not have the opportunity long. May we be awake to time and
opportunity. EveTy Lord's-day we spend leaves us one fewer. Let
us give ear while we can, while the Lord speaks through His seTvants,
whoever they may be. Jesus continued His teaching and example
by frequenting Gethsemane and taking His disciples with Him-till
the last time came. And He chos.e the most likely three-and they
fell asleep. They do not seem to have answered Jesus, perhaps they
were too sleepy. Such are all of us, equally slothful and indifferent
unless grace keeps us a wake and gives us the ear open. We need to
ask the Lord to circumcise our ears, and keep them open to His voice
to hear it with power and reality. If the Lord bless His Word it
will be a wakeful, helpful time-a profitable time. I just say these
few simple words on the vast subject of our Lord's last visit to the
garden of Gethsemane, when He began the finish of His work and
entered on that dark time to die the shameful death of the crossHis redemptive death-His precious death. All is precious that
belongs to Jesus, so these last hours in the garden of Gethsemane
were precious hours. May the Lord the Holy Spirit lead us to meditate
long and, solemnly on these hours of agony spent in sorrowful
Gethse - e.
And m y He bless His Word to us for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen

JEHOVAH HEARING THE HEAVENS.
A

SERMON PREACHED AT STREATLEY HALL, LONDON, BY MR_
HAZELTON.

J. E.

" And it shall come to pass in that day, I will hear, saith the LORD, I
will hear the heavens, and they shall hem' the earth,. and the earth
shall hear the corn, and the wine, and the oil; and they shall hear
Jezreel."-HOSEA n. 21, 22.

IT is a very unhappy thing that the twelve prophets of whom Hosea's
writings stand first should be designated by uninspired men the
" minor prophets," because it tends to lead some to suppose that the
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writings of these twelve men have less authority, and are of less worth,
than those of the prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel. The word
" minor" was intended to imply what is perfectly obvious, that the
writings of these twelve do not occupy so great a space in God's Word
as the productions of the three whom I have named. But in the
writings of the twelve there is as much blessed Gospel as in the writings
of the others, and more especially there is a fulness of Gospel in the
prophecy of Hosea. We might well call it the Gospel in Hosea, not
perhaps the Gospel of Hosea, but the Gospel in Hosea, the Gospel,
the good news, the glad tidings of God's forgiving and receiving love
are embedded everywhere in the pages of this particular prophecy.
It is rich-oh so rich with the love and with the grace of God! The
truths which it sets forth may not indeed appear to be arranged in
any specific human order, and I dare say sometimes we wonder at
this in relation to the Word of God, but the Word of God does not set
forth a bare system. The Word of God is a living Word; there is
unity in it, but there is absolutely no uniformity. You may look up
to the starry orbs overhead, and see no order in connection with them,
but the God Who made them has caused them all to move on their
appointed paths, and whilst there may seem to be confusion to our
eyes, the worlds move in the paths that He has appointed. And so
with regard to the truths of the everlasting Gospel. I have often been
struck by the testimony of God's people, that those parts of a sermon
which, under the Spirit's power, have most affected them, have either
been quotations from God's Word, or a sentence here and there, and
most who have received help under a sermon will testify that it was
some particular sentence that was therein. We have our heads and
our tails in our sermons; we map them all out, but the flood of God's
love and the power of the Holy Ghost will not be cramped thereby,
but will take His own Word and use it for His own honour and glory.
Now in the prophecy of Hosea each truth is in the place which God
has appointed for it; each truth is vital to our peace, and the Book
especially appeals to those who know and feel their sins and backslidings, coming short in every way in connection with the things of
God. One was once asked, What was the great distinguishing characteristic between a regenerate and an unregenerate person, and the
Scriptural and wise reply was given, "The feelings excited by the
words sin and guilt." The unregenerate are destitute of all feeling
with mgard to sin and guilt; but where the life of God is in the soul .
there is a measure of feeling and experience in connection therewith.
Now here we have blessedly set forth the provision made by God
for the removal of sin, and of guilt, and therefore this is in itself good
news and glad tidings to those whose minds and consciences are exercised thereby. In this prophecy we have the blessings consequent
upon the removal of sin and of guilt Divinely set forth. In this prophecy we are clearly shown-so clearly that" he who luns may read "what repentance is, what confession of sin is, what the receiving love
of God is, what the healing balm of His precious Blood is-not set
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forth in a series of propositions, but in the colloquies which are recorded
here between backsliding Ephraim and his God, between poor, needy
sinners and the great and glorious Jehovah revealing Himself in Christ.
The very name which this prophecy bears-Hosea-signifies "The
Lord saveth " and this is the great burden of this Book.
Hosea prophesied to Israel and to J udah, and at this time Israel
and Judah were under judgment for apostasy, just as Christendom
to-day is under judgment for apostasy. When we speak of Christendom we mean all those nations which profess the name of Christ but
which are destitute of the power of godliness. We look at the countries that are sunken in the Roman superstition; we look at the
countries that are under the sway of the Greek Church; we look at
the Protestant countries that are under the sway of Modern Thought,
Neology, and other errors, and we see in Christendom the kingdoms
of this world, a body which is under judgment for apostasy. But in
Judah and Israel there was a remnant according to the election of
grace. God's Ephraims were there, the true children of God in the
midst of corruption, and as God dealt with them the enmity of their
hearts was subdued, and they were brought to confession as willing
subjects of the kingdom of His dear Son. Now our hope for our own
country, and for Christendom to-day, is the existence of God's
Ephraims, the existence and the petitions of God's dear people that
He would yet have mercy upon us; and yet, what are we in and of
ourselves 1
Il

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,

Prone to leave the God I love;
Here's my heart, Lord, ta,ke and seal it,
Sea.! it for Thy courts above."
Here am I-I speak for each one here who knows the plague of his
and her own heart-here am I, a sinner with a wandering heart; a
man in whom uprises the hateful hydra of unbelief again and again ;
here am I bent on backsliding, which makes me go after idols. Oh,
the Book of Hosea is a modern book, and we have here the men and
women who know, and those who do not know, the Lord, who are
meeting all around us and in this hall this morning. What is the
remedy 1 Hewitson wrote, in connection with a troubled child of God,
"If but one or two of the shallowest waves roll upon the shore of
your heart from the ocean of God's love, you will shake off your unbelieving selves, and long to be bathed in the ocean of His unfathomable love." 'I'his is how God works, and I pray that there may be
the greatest thing, the ripple of the waves of God's love breaking upon
the .hore of your heart, for to have a drop of love, to have a ripple
of God's love, will give to us the experience recorded here concerning
Ephraim and Judah.
Now our God has been pleased to teach His people in various illustrative ways. Under the Mosaic or Levitical dispensation, types and
shadows were freely used and appointed by God to set forth the
Saviourship of Messiah, and the utter sinnership of those who draw
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near to His altars. God called out a people and instituted a people
in the twelve tribes of Israel, who should be a picture of t·he calledout people of the living God, and of His dealings with them. He
revealed His will and Gospel through the prophets by various symbols,
just as our blessed Lord set forth Divine truth in parables.
We have here in our text this morning a reference first of all to
Israel and to Judah, but we have also two verses which have a great
and blessed Gospel meaning. Literally the word signifies this. There
was a period of scarcity and of drought in the land of Palestine, and
that was brought about by the hand of God chastening the people for
their idolatry and wandering from Him. Hosea is sent to declare
the goodness and the mercy of God, and that the land afflicted with
scarcity and with drought should again receive the blessed reviving
which comes from the rain dropping from the clouds which should
produce fertility and fruitfulness, and that the earth bearing all the
cereals on which men live, should again produce corn, and that the
vine should grow and wine be expressed therefrom; that the olives
should bear their fruit and the oil flow therefrom.
"In that day "-the day of the Lord's manifested love and mercy.
Now we come upon spiritual ground; we come upon the ground of
free and of sovereign grace, and we will take the words of our text up
in succession and show how beautifully God has expressed His blessed
Gospel therein.
First of all, Jehovah will hear the heavens; secondly, the heavens
will hear the earth; thirdly, the earth will hear the corn, and the wine
and the oil; and fourthly, the corn, the wine and the oil shall hear
Jezreel.
The Heavens. Jehovah saith " I will hear the heavens." Everything in grace, as everything in creation, must begin with God. "I
will hear." Thus speaks the God Whose laws men have broken!
Thus speaks the infinite and most holy Jehovah against Whom men
have upraised the arm of defiance, and against Whom they have
stiffened themselves in rebellion. "I will hear, saith the Lord,"
words easy to pronOlillce, but wrapp.ing up in themselves the Covenant
mercy of God.
The first words of Holy Writ are: "In the beginning God." Thus
the Bible opens, and there is a solemn significance in an opening such
as this. And how does the Bible close? "The grace of our Lord
;Tesus Christ be with you all, Amen," and that religion which has God
for its Beginning, will know in its sweetness the grace of the Lord
Jesus Christ.
" I will hear the heavens"; pursuing the imagery of our text, the
heavens are charged with abundant showers of fertilizing rain, but it
falls not. What are they waiting for? The heavens are waiting for
God's will and for God's time to pour that water upon the desolate
land. Why are the heavens waiting for that? The Holy Ghost tells
us here they hear the earth. And how do the heavens hear the earth?
They hear the chapped and the parched ground; they hear that earth
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that is full of gaping gaps because of the long delayed rain from the
upper sanctuary, and presently the ealth shall hear the corn, the wine,
the oil; and presently God's people, designated here Jezreel, shall
hear that which God has provided for the satisfaction of all their
needs.
Now to come a little closer. Jehovah the Lord will hear the heavens.
How are we to understand this 1 Hear what God the Father speaks.
Our blessed Lord is being lifted up from the waters of baptism, and
God the Father, speaking from Heaven, saith, "l'his is My beloved
Son in Whom I am well pleased." The disciples are gathered together
on the Mount of Transfigmation-the three who were thus favomedand God the Father again speaks, and says" This is ]\ily beloved Son,
hear ye Him." Why does Johovah the Father hear the heavens 1
Because the heavens stand for His own blessed Son's intercession, and
the Lord Jesus Christ speaks to His Father on the ground of His Eternal
Sonship-see the 1st chapter of the Hebrews-He speaks to His Father
as the God Man Mediator. He speaks to His Father on the ground
of His finished work. He speaks to His Father and says, "Father, 1
have glorified Thee on earth, I have finished the work that Thou
gavest Me to do," and Jehovah the Father will hea.r the heavens;
Jehovah the Father, Who is "of pmer eyes than to behold iniquity,"
will hear His own dear Son as the ll'lediator of His people, and as the
great and the glorious God Man.
Look at the heavens of our God. This word cannot mean empty
space. God will hear the heavens, and "The heavens declare the
glory of the Lord, and the firmament sheweth His handiwork." The
heavens are being peopled by a multitude that no man can number,
for whom the Lord Jesus suffered, bled, and died, and now in the
Heavens is the Man Christ Jesus in Whom dwelleth all the fulness of
the Godhead bodily; Who is full of grace and of truth; Who bestoweth
grace for grace. In the heavens is the Glorious One Who saith, "My
doctrine shall drop as the rain, My speech shall distil as the dew." I
will come down as small rain upon the tender herb, and as showers
upon the grass. In that day, in. the day-of grace and of mercy, in
the new Covenant day, in the Gospel day,
uWh ereln
. f ree grace ab Dun d"
SI

in the day which is the" accepted time," which is " the day of salva·
tion," Jehovah the Father saith, "l will hear the heavens." Oh,
what a mercy it is-Qur salvation turns upon this blessed truth-that
the heavens of our God are not empty of a Mediator, a Representa.
tive, and an Intercessor, but that upon the throne of God is the Lamb
as it had been slain;" that upon the throne of God is seated
the Man Christ Jesus! Oh, that the Lord would enable us to grasp
this l;ly the apprehension of "faith; that we may not look upon these
declarations as figures of speech. Our text is a figure and symbol. but
it sets fOlth Divine realities, and God in Christ-He Who suffered,
bled, and died, He Who rose from the dead so many centuries ago, is

•

The Gospel Magazine'

361

seated, seated on the throne of God, the throne of His Father, and His
Throne, and the power of the Holy Ghost, and the inflowing of the
Holy Ghost is that river which proceeds hom the throne of God and
of the Lamb.
You say, Can Jehovah, can a holy God hear the stammerings of a
wretched sinner like me 1 Will J ehovah the Father accept or bend an
ear to one like me 1 Jehovah saith, "I will hear the heavens," I
will hear Thy great High Priest; I will hear Thy Representative, I
will hear Thy Spokesman; I will hear Thy Advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the Righteous. He has gone into Heaven; He has gone
into the courts of God, and by His very presence there He pleads on
our behalf. Lord, I have no hope but in Thee; I have nothing to give
Thee but sin and defilement and uncleanness; I have not a penny to
pay for Thy advocacy of my case in Thy Father's courts above. Oh,
Jesus Christ is the Advocate of impecunious clients; and
" The poorer the wretch, the welcomer there."

And the Father says" I will hear the heavens."
H

Founded on right, Thy prayer avails,

The Father smiles on Thee,
And now Thou in Thy kingdom art,
Dear Lord, remember me."

In the 4th of Hebrews and the 14th verse we have this: "Seeing then
that we have a great High Priest Who bas passed into the heavens "there is the confirmation of the line I am attempting to take this
morning-" A great High Priest Who has passed into the heavens."
Seeing! What is the consequence of this 1 "Hold fast . . . and
come boldly." Seeing that you have this great High Priest, hold
fast your profession. But I cannot, Lord, in my own strength. No,
but if you can see the High Priest you can. Hold fast your profession
and come boldly to the throne of grace to find grace to help in every
time of need. "Accepted in the Beloved," the Fath@r hearing His
own dear Son because of His finished work, and on the ground that
He hath fulfilled the Father's pleasure and opened the kingdom of
Heaven to all believers.
~alph Erskine, in one of his books, has this remarkable sentence:
strong yet absolutely scriptural-with regard to our Lord's work on
behalf of His people-he says in this sentence, "With one draught of
love He drank hell dry." Oh I love the sermons of Ralph Erskine;
beautiful sermons! There are expressions there which sometimes jar
upon us, but the fulness of the Gospel is there, and this is why Jehovah
the Father hears the heavens, because the Lord Jesus by a draught of
love has drunk hell dry. That is, He has endured the Hell that His
people deserved; not going into it as a place, but enduring the poignancy of HelI as a state. His work was finished; He went up into
the heavens, and who were they wh.o opened Heaven's gates and doors 1
God's infinite holiness and justice lifted up the gates and doors of
Glory, and the Lord of Hosts went in, and if you want to have set
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forth in depth that no mind can fathom, with a power and sweetness
that rests upon our own souls, how the Father hears t·he heavens,
read the 17th chapter of John, and see there what the Father hears
from the lips of our great High Priest Who has passed into the heavens.
.. Father, I will that My people should be kept; Father, I will that
they should be sanctified through 'l'hy truth; Father, I will that all
whom Thou hast given Me be with Me where I am." .. It shall come
to pass in that day, that I, saith the Lord, will hear the heavens."
Now next, and very briefly: .. And the Heavens shall hear the
earth." Now what a mercy this is! Jesus Christ in Heaven heard by
Jehovah, and Jesus Christ hearing poor sinners upon earth. .. The
heavens shall hear the eatth." How are we to understand this 1 We
won't have the plural, but the singular sinner. I prefer rather, instead
of speaking about sinners, to speak about the sinner, and I hope I
have a singular sinner here to-day, a singular sinner entreating the
heavens for rain-the sinner sensible of desolation and of barrenness;
the sinner who feels and confesses that in himself, that is in His flesh,
there dwelleth no good thing; the sinner looking up unto J ehovah
Jesus; the sinner not necessarily framing long petitions, but the
sinner-I was going to say bringing himself, but I will say broughtwho brings himself because he is brought, bringing himself just as he
is before the heavens. How does the thirsty earth bring itself before
the heavens 1 By the cracks, by the desolation, by the sereness,
and the absence of the floWing waters which diffuse fertility. And
the poor sinner comes to the heavens seeking what 1 If you are
conscious of your desolation, sinfulness, and barrenness, you are seeking
pardon for the guilty, you are seeking mercy for the miserable. If
you are in a low state-you who know the Lord-you are seeking
reviving, and renewing, and refreshing, and healing,-the wretched
backsliding of your heart needing the healing grace of your God.
What warrant has such an one as you for speaking unto the beavens1
.. 0 Israel, return unto the Lord thy God, for thou hast fallen by thine
iniquity." Can you say Amen to that 1 Are you blaming your circumstances; that you have never been in the happy condition of
others, and therefore your case is different 1 The poor sinner says, I
am desolate and barren, and if I be sent to hell, Thy righteous law
approves it well.
Now here is a form of prayer. I do not, in a general way, care for
forms, but here is one given by God Himself. .. Take with you words
and turn to the Lord, and say unto Him, Take away all iniquity, and
receive us graciously." That is the prayer that the heavens will
hear. .. The heavens shall hear the earth, fevered, destitute, crying
out for showers. 0 Lord, how needy am I! 0 full cloud, bid the
desola~e earth, which longs for thy gifts, revive. If· the parched earth
cries out for the gentle rain which cometh down from heaven, sure
I am that with this bidding this morning, this invitation, these figures
revealing the everlasting love of God, no poor sinner who thus draws
near to the heavens will be rejected or cast out. Lord, the way is
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hard; I am a poor pilgrim, far from home; the bitterness of my
soul is often great; the vexations of my spirit are manifold; like Thy
servant Asaph, I poise one thing against another in connection with
Thy moral government, and that which is taking place. Lord, I look
to Thee; I come to Thee. This is the desire of the broken and of
the contrite, and for such there is this blessed word which I will read
to you:"Thou visitest the earth, and waterest it: Thou greatly enrichest
it with the river of God, which is full of water: Thou preparest them
corn, when Thou .hast so provided for it. Thou waterest the ridges
thereof abundantly: Thou settlest the furrows thereof: Thou makest
it soft with showers: Thou blessest the springing thereof."
Our blessed Lord said, "If I go not away, the Comforter will
not come unto you," but the" heavens shall heal' the earth," and the
fulness of blessing and fresh supplies shall come from our great High
Priest above by the power and grace and presence and inflowing of God
the Holy Ghost.
" And the earth shall hear the corn and the wine and the oi1." That
is, corn shall grow; wine shall again be produced; oil shall flow again
from the presses. What does that mean! Christ, the Bread Corn ;
Christ incarnate, Christ cruci£ed, the Bread Corn bruised. Christ, the
food of His dear people. The wine. What does that mean! The
precious Blood of Christ, the Blood of the everlasting Covenant. Does
it speak! The precious Blood "speaks better things than that of
Abe!."
"The earth shall hear the corn and the wine and the oi!." The
Father hears the precious Blood. My poor soul would fain listen to
it, and
.. The Voice of Love "nd mercy
Sounds aloud from Calvary."
The peace-speaking, guilt-removing, joy-imparting Blood of the Lord
Jesus Christ; and if you are on the way to heaven you will want the
oil as well as the Blood, the Holy Spirit's blessed anointing again and
again and again; the oil that feeds the flame; the oil that softens the
chapped and parched skin; the oil that comes through the power and
sweetness of the Holy Ghost.
And the final word is, " And they shall heal' Jezreel." That is, the
scattered and the sown people. The corn, the wine, and the oil shall
hear those who are scattered; those who are famine stricken, who want
Christ and pray for the blessed anointing of the Holy Spirit .
.. My soul obeys the Almighty call
And runs to this relief."
The Lord be pleased to make His Word precious unto us.
li

Revive our drooping faith,

Our doubts and fears remove,
And kindle in our hearts the flame
Of never dying love."
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ECHOES FROM A COUNTRY CHURCH.

THE SUBSTANCE OF ASERMON PREACHED IN SEVINGTON PARISH CHURCH,
ASHFORD, KENT, ON SUNDAY EVENING, JUNE 17TH, 1917,
By THE REV. R. J. NOYES, B.D., RECTOR.

" Unto you therefore which believe He is prec·ious."-1 PETER ii. 7.
"UNTO you therefore that believe HE is precious"; that is, CIu-ist
is precious, for it is of the Lord Jesus Christ that the context speaks.
In the second verse the Apostle Peter exhorts: "As newborn babes,
desire the sincere [the unadulterated] milk of the word, that ye may
grow thereby: if so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious."
Then (ver. 4) his thoughts are led by the Holy Spirit to the same Lord
under the symbol of a living stone: "To whom coming as unto a
living stone, disallowed [rejected] indeed of men, but chosen of God
and precious, ye also as lively [living] stones, are built up a spiritual
house."

Next he shows that this was a fulfilment of the prophetic word
(Isa. xxviii. 16): "Wherefore also it is contained in the Script.ure, .
Behold I lay in Sion a chief corner-stone, elect, precious: and he
that believeth on Him shall not be confounded." Then he adds
(ver. 7): "Unto you therefore which believe He is precious." Notice
that we have the word" precious" three times in these four verses.
But in the original language the word used in the text (ver. 7) is not
the same as that used in verses 4 and 6, and is more correctly translated
as in the R.V., "preciousness." Yet it amounts to the same thought
as that expressed by the reading of the A.V., for the preciousness is
Christ Himself, in all the glory of His Person as God and Man, the
Saviour of sinners, and all the grace of His office as our Redeemer, for,
"We were not redeemed with corruptible things as silver and gold
. . . but with the precious blood of CIu-ist."
1. Let us notice, in the first place, that Christ is precious only to
believers. "Unto you that believe He is precious." "Believers"
is one of the Scriptural names given to Christians, though not of
frequent occurrence, e.g., Acts v. 14: "And believers were the more
added to the Lord." To believe, is to have faith; and, conversely,
to have faith is to believe. It is clear that Christ is only precious
to those who have faith in Him, who believe on His Name-that is,
those who, taught of God, receive God's testimony concerning Him,
as made known in Holy Scripture, and trust in Him for their soul's
salvation.
"How sweet the Name of Jesus sounds
In a believer's ear!"

2. Now, why is CIu-ist thus precious to the believer?
(a). Because of what He is in Himself, Who is the one Mediator
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus" (1 Tim. ii. 5). The
eternal Son of God took our nature. "The word was made flesh
and dwelt among us " (John i. 14). "He is one with us, and yet one
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with the Father." What a Saviour we have! What a refuge is
provided for us !
(b). Because of what Christ has done for His believing people, "He
is precious" to them. He redeemed them-delivered them from the
guilt of sin, and the curse of the law, and hom the wrath to come,
by the payment of a ransom, by laying down His life for them, so
that each one can say with the Apostle, He "loved me and gave
Himself for me."
(c). He is precious to them that believe on account of what He is
still doing for them. He lives for them as their great Intercessor
on high, in whom they may always draw nigh to God as their Father
in heaven. "Who is he that condernneth 1 It is Christ that died,
yea, rather, that is risen again, Who is even at the right hand of God,
Who also maketh intercession for us." Well may the Apostle
triumphantly ask: "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ 1 "
"We love Him because He first loved us." "To you that believe
He is precious."
The Christian poet, Hart, well expresses this truth :U

Precious is the Name of Jesus,

Who can half its worth unfold?
Far beyond angelic praises
Sweetly sung to harps of gold.
Precious as the Mediator,
By the Father raised on high;
Precious when He took our nature,

Laid His awful glory by.
Precious when to Calvary groaning
He sustained the cnrsed tree;
Precious when His death atoning
Made an end of sin for me.
Precions, Lord, beyond expressing
Are Thy beauties all Divine;
Glory, honour, power and
I

blessin~t

Be henceforth for ever Thine."
But the important question for each one of us IS: Is Christ Jesus
precious to me 1
" Little Faith "-weak ~aith-says: "Oh, that I could say with
confidence that Christ is precious to me."
And yet, "Little Faith," you would not give up your hope in
Him, weak as it may be, for all that the world can give! And this
is a hope that shall never be put to shame.
Many of God's dear children share the experience of John Newton,
who, by grace, was one of the brightest ornaments in the ministry in
our Church of England, and who wrote the hymn commencing"How sweet the Name of Jesus sounds!
.

11

Many of God's children, I say, think in their hearts, if they do not
say with their lips, the poetic words of John Newton-
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"'Tis a point I long to know,
Oft it causes anxious thought;
Do I love the Lord or no,
Am I His, or am I not?"

But though they may be sometimes cast down, and sin may bring
a cloud over their souls, yet one thing is certain, that kept by the
Lord's grace and power, Who said: "My sheep shall never perish,"
they cling to their hope in Christ, they trust in His merits alone, and
so may be consoled by the thought that to such Christ Jesus the
Lord must be precious, however feebly this may be realized. And
all His people are precious unto Him. To Him the weak are as dear
as the strong. "He shall gather the lambs with His arm, and carry
them in His bosom" (Isa. xl. 11). "A bruised reed shall He not
break, and smoking flax shall He not quench" (Matt. xii. 20), and
His own words are: "Him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast
out" (John vi. 37).
AN AMAZING DISCOVERY.

" And Joseph said unto his brethren, I am Joseph.. doth my father
yet lit'e ? "-GENESIS xlv. 3.

" My father" were the last two words that fell from the lips of J udah,
the surety and special pleader for Benjamin at that critical moment.
" For how," said he, "shall I go up to my father, and the lad be not
with me 1 lest peradventure I see the evil that shall come on my
father." Surely if ever any were brought into the net, it was Joseph's
brethren then and there, and that by God Himself. Thou broughtest
uS into the net. "So now it was not you that sent me hither, but
God," said Joseph to them, and as true of them as of him it was God's
doing to bring them thus before the ruler and governor of Egypt,
after they had thrice bowed down to him with their faces to the
earth.
Before this special event Joseph had seen the works of the Lord,
great and marvellous, in God's persOnal interpositions, in His leadings,
and upholding goodness. But now after his brother Judah (Gen.
xlix. 8) had finished speaking, and they found and felt themselves
entirely in the hands and at the mercy of "the man" who was even
as Pharaoh, 10, that excellent speech of Judah's had by the blessing
of God attending it (Prov. x. 22) touched and opened such springs of
love and affection in this man as quickly increased, arose, and became
a mighty volume breaking forth and bursting all barriers, carrying for
the time all before it, levelling all outward distinctions, and making
manifest a family love and affection, that constituted them one.
Did Judah show his love for his venerable father in his last two words 1
Joseph shall not be behind him in this very thing. "My father,"
shall I go up without Benjamin and see him die 1 "My father," said
J oseph, "doth he yet live 1 "

\
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Now in this, two things are made clear to Joseph. (1) The fulfilment of God's word and promise given to him in his youthful days
(Gen. xxxvii. 8). (2) That Judah specially, and doubtless the others,
had a genuine attachment to his brother Benjamin, and loved their
father, and therefore all impediments were taken out of the way of
the amazing discovery he was now to make.
Rere I would pause and remark the no less amazing providence
of God, that hid this thing from them all the while they were having
to do with him, so that the very thought or suspicion never once
entered their mind, what if this great man should turn out to be our
long lost brother Joseph! No, not when he might be said to have
furnished them with a broad hint by setting them before him at the
feast; "the firstborn accQrding to his birthright and the youngest
according to his youth, so that the men marvelled one at another."
So indeed at this very day spiritually considered the elect of God in
Christ Jesus may see many providential interpositions during their
days of death in trespasses and sins, blindness of mind and hardness
of heart. But not an inch further, as saith dear Kent :"Till God the sinner's mind illume,
'Tis dark as night within;
Like Laz'rus in the dreary tomb,
Bound hand and foot by sin.
"In tenfold shades of night they dwell,

Without &. lucid r&.y;
Yet boast of power to leave their cell,
The precept to obey."
What a light of sovereign grace, in the everlasting Gospel, is found
in this Old Testament narrative and story of Joseph and his brethren!
1. Row they were brought in guilty before him, by their own
acknowledgment: "We are verily guilty concerning our brother, in
that we saw the anguish of his soul, when he besought us, and we
would not hear." So Jehovah's quickened elect are brought in
guilty, as the dying thief when he said, "Dost not thou fear God,
seeing thou art in the same condemnation 1 And we indeed justly;
for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath done
nothing amiss. Lord, remember me when Thou comest into Thy
kingdom."
. 2. Their mouths were stopped. J udah's mouth was stopped when
he essayed to speak. What shall we say unto my Lord 1 What
shall we speak 1 or how shall we clear qurselves 1 God hath found
out the iniquity of thy servants. "Now we know," saith the Apostle,
"that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are
under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world
may become guilt.y before God. Therefore by the deeds of the law
there shall no flesh be justified in Ris sight." So we find those sinners
convicted under Peter's preaching crying out, "Men and brethren,
what shall we do 1 " the jailer of Philippi the same. These own them-
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selves ungodly that they might be justified freely by grace through
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.
3. How much greater is the mercy and favour about to be revealed
to them, than their utmost thought! Yea, how much higher (Isa.
lv. 9) than their utmost conception!
Will this Lord of Egypt take Judah, Benjamin's surety, as he now
offers himself, or will he not 1 When lo! here is an answer, here is
the answer, "I am Joseph." And so in the glorious Gospel of the
blessed God, as Mr. Hart well phrases it :"Our J oseph turns aside to weep,
But cannot long refrain.
Sudden He stands confessed."
That is, when the blessed Spirit opens the heart of a poor sinner and
shines in unto him, and when Jesus the Sun of Righteousness arises
upon him to give him the light of the knowledge of the glory of God
in the person of Jesus. Not more a reality in the history of Jacob's
twelve sons, than it is found to be a reality in the Spirit-given eAllerience of God's elect, all of them when He brings them out of their
nature darkness into His own marvellous light.
4. It was by one of their own brethren, bone of their bone and
flesh of their flesh, even by Judah, that the issue thereof and discovery
of relationship was brought about.
So also in the Gospel. For verily He, the everlasting Surety (Heb.
vii. 22) took not hold on angels, but He took hold on the seed of
Abraham. Even as the children are partakers of flesh and blood,
He became flesh of our flesh and bone of our bone, that He might
endow us with His Spirit, and in due time show us the Father. What
were all the fears, troubles, anxieties, and sufferings of these brethren
after that he had made himself known to them 1 They were all gone
and swallowed up. So Paul reckons that the sufferings of God's
saints in this time-state are not worthy to be compared with the
glory that shall be revealed in them.
Did J oseph have seventeen years alotted to him with his father
in his early days 1 God will now give him as many in his later days;
sufficient time and opportunity to extol Jehovah and abundantly
utter the memory of His great goodness to them, to declare His mighty
acts, to speak of the glorious honour of His majesty, and that He is
gracious, full of compassion, slow to anger, and of great mercy.
5. The revelation of this newly-found brother becomes the foundation of good news and glad tidings, like a new song put into their
mouth. So likewise, a discovery of Covenant relationship, by the
Lord the Spirit's grace, of Christ Who is to His people the Brother born
for all the adversity that came to them by the door of the fall, furnishes
them also with tidings, and a " come all ye that fear God and I will
tell you what He hath done for my soul." He hath revealed Himself
as He doth not unto the world. Therefore also let us who have been
so favoured, not fall out by the way. God grant it.
Birkenhead.
('. A.
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LOOKING over some notes of sermons and remarks that have been
helpful to me in past years, I came across the following observation
by our late ever reverenced and loved Editor, Rev. J. Ormiston, in
1909, which chimes in so fully with the Holy Spirit's teaching: "More
and more am I convinced of the importance of the personality of
Christ. Take Him out of the prophecies, types, etc., and they are
dead. See Christ in all, and it is a living Word. 'Oh, that I knew
where I might find Him.' "
This is the cry of all of us who have been brought by grace to know
Him and His great love wherewith He loved us. We long for Himself, "portion blest beyond all telling, Christ and nought beside."
We have three passages in the epistles of St. Paul in which it is
declared that He gave Himself for us. First, Eph. v. 25: "Christ
also loved the Church and gave Himself for it." This is the body of
believers collectively. In Titus ii. 14: "Who gave Himself for us."
This brings Him much nearer, dear reader, that "for us," and in
Gal. ii. 20 much nearer still: "Who loved me and gave Himself for
me." Ah! it is a blessed God-given precious privilege when we can
thus exclaim ham personal h-nowledge, when it is sealed home by
the Holy Spirit to us individually, "Who loved me and evidenced
this love to me in giving Himself, Himself for me." Because there
was no other who would or could redeem, He gave Himself, and He
delighted in it, for the joy that was set before Him He endured the
cross. And the Father so loved that lie gave His only begotten Son.
What a price was paid for poor, guilty, hell-deserving sinners. Himself for our redemption, the only Son for our salvation. How
vehemently, how all absorbingly, how intensely, how fully He set
His love upon us and manifested it by the willing sacrifice of Himself.
Oh! reader beloved of the Lord, how great and numerous and perilous
our sins must be to need so great a Saviour, and how precious we
must be in His sight to be purchased at such a cost!
In these sad days of distress we realiz.e more the desire for the
personal, living, loving Saviour. Om desire is toward Him. "Him
and not it." "Oh! that I might find Him.." Our hearts yearn for
a personal Comforter, not so much for the comfort but the Comforter.
Amidst many perplexing paths, what a relief to know that He Himself
is the way; amidst conflicting doctrines and errors and plausible
statements, how restful to know that He Hi""'elf is the truth; and
amidst deadness of soul and deadness of reading and learning, with
death all around in the removal of loved ones, and the ravages of
war, oh! the sweetness of the joy to know that He Himself is the
Life.
And reading in His word that He Himself was partaker of flesh
and blood (Heb. ii. 14), and that He Himself took our infirmities and
bare our sicknesses (Matt. viii. 17), we know that thus He understands
all and sympathizes. In soul sicknesses it is blessed to know that He
24
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Himself 'Purged our sins (Heh. i. 3). He" offered Himself without
spot to God" (Heb. ix. 14). That offering is all-availing and allprevailing, for in Him the Father is well pleased. It is very touching
as well as most consolatory to read that He Himself, or as it is written,
"His own self," thus emphasizing His personal dealing, "His own
self bare our sins in His own body on the tree, that we being dead to
sin should live unto righteousness." And in Col. ii. 13, 14, " Having
forgiven you all trespasses; blotting out the handwriting of ordinances
that was against us, whieh was contrary to us, and took it out of tlie
way, nailing it to His cross." Just think, dear believing reader,
forgiving-blotting out.-taking it out of the way-nailing it to His
eross. I believe the aeeusation for whieh' the sufferer was dying
was always fixed up on the eross. Thus the aeeusation due to us
was nailed to His cross, our sins laid upon Him. "He was numbered
with the transgressors; and He bare the sin of many "-sins nailed to
His cross.
WeU may we cry out for Himself, since He ulldertakes all, and all
hom love. "Christ loved the Church and gave Himself for it."
" Who loved me and gave Himself for me." "God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten Son." In very simple verse this
yearning for His person was expressed, telling of a little child who
lingered after service one day, and on being questioned as to whether
she had any home, said she had a mother and a home, but she eame
seeking Jesus. She had heard of Calvary, but wanted to be a$sured
He loved lier. Verses were repeated to her eoncerning His love for
little children. She sighed and said, "I ken the words, but oh! I
want Himsel' !" Thus the clergyman understood the need of weary,
burdened souls, and aeknowledged
" The little child my teacher was,
Who said 'I want Himself,' U

AB the believer quits this mortal frame the heart hunger
Himself. In the sweet words of Edith G. Cherry it will be"My whole heart aches for the Master,

I.S

for

For one sight, one s.igbt of Hirn."

But it will be better than one sight, it will be satisfaction for ever.
" Not one glimpse, but for ever,
For ever at home 'w,ith Thee."

Thus dear Mr. Ormiston's words are verified: "Take Him out
of the prophecies, types, etc., they are dead." Yes, and take Him
out of heaven, yea, and out of the constant communion and sunshine
of this life, and all is dark and dead. The joy of loving hearts is Christ
Himself in this life, as well as in the life to come.
He will CO!I1e very soon for His own for whom He gave Himself,
and whose response is, "We love Him because He first loved us."
Yea, though" having not seen we love," for His love is shed abroa.d
in our hearts, and we can say with the Apostle, even with grief, like
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him, because we feel our sins, and how very, very faint our ove is
in comparison with the glow we fain would feel, "Lord, Thou knowest
all things: Thou knowest that I love Thee." "0 Thou Whom my
soul loveth." From His love there is no separation, and He is " the
same- yesterday, and to-day, and for ever."
Yes, He will come soon, and our hearts cry out, "Come, Lord
Jesus, come quickly." We are watching for the signs 01 His approach,
and listening lor Him .
.. 0 longing hearts who watch for His appearing,
Whose one deep yearning is to do His will,
The night is darkest just before the morning;
It may be ,uch a little while until-And then?
Why then, just anywhere, so we're with Him t "

" I will come again ,and receive yoo unto Myself; that where I am,
there ye may be also."
NETIIE .
•

THE INCREASE OF GOD.
THE prophet prophesied-" The wilderness and the solitary place
shall be glad for them," and surely the "ilderness was glad when
many resorted unto Christ, " in t~e place where John at first baptized,"
and the solitary place rejoiced at the judgment.-" John did no
miracle, but all things that John spake of this Man were true." Many
and blessed were the things which John spoke of Him-the only
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth-the Light, the Lamb
01 God. How clearly he spoke of the soul-supporting doctrine of
the Trinity! How convinced he was of the insufficiency of man, of
the power, majesty, and goodness 01 God. His heart glowed with love
as he listened to the" Bridegroom's" voice, and; he seemed to sum
up all his salvation and all his desire in the words-" He must increas'e,
but I must decrease." And it is comforting and encouraging to
remember that John's knowledge was not innate, but was the gift
01 the Spirit. All his life long, led of the Spirit, he was sure that
Christ would be manifested: led of the Spirit, he watched and waited
and prophesied and baptized; but he could not, till the same Spirit
pointed Christ out to Him, say, "Behold the Lamb of God which
taketh away the sin of the world." So it is with the people of God.
Not more capable of learning than John, and not less--they love and
wait in their solitary place, until in due season, be it at the end of
thirty years, they are given to see that the Son of God is with them;
and that forgiveness is with Him.
And now John said, "He must increase, but I must decrease "and before long prison doors were closed behind him by the king, and
his public ministrations were over. His own disciples came to him,
and through them, pressed with sorrow and assailed by fear, he communicated with the One Who was preferred before him, Whose shoe
latchet he was not worthy to loose, Whose voice he might now no
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longer hear. And the prison doors did not open for him until he was
dead. His disciples took and buried hi, body, and went and told
Jesus.
John Newton, and hosts beside him since the days of the Baptist,
have, with him, asked the Lord that they "might grow in faith
and love and every grace," and have had an answer such as
they had not thought of, but as one of them said, "'Twas all
for the lifting of Jesus on high." It is the marvellous work of the
Holy Ghost in the hearts of His people, that when He appoints them
a solitary place, such as John's prison-their desertions, their fears,
their sinkings, their griefs, whether of years' standing or all within
a day, make Christ more precious, and lessen their conceit of themselves. There is something very restful about the word" must." He
must increase. While they try and toil, and are surprised and
disappointed and dissatisfied with themselves and circumstances, the
Lord beholds the work of His own hands with complete aI\d Divine
complacency. Ohrist must increase; they shall decr"ase. But the
change is in themselves only. Ohrist could not increase in the love
and estimation of God. They, His saints, His jewels, His precious
ones, never, never decrease. John, immured in the prison, and with
faith tried to the uttermost, was still in the heart and lips of Jesus
" the greatest prophet, yea, more than a prophet, and the least in the
kingdom of heaven has an undiminishable portion in the Lord.
FOLLOWER-ON.

WAYSIDE JOTTINGS IN TROUBLOUS TIMES.
WE are warned in Holy Scripture that in the last days men would
be "covetous," or "lovers of money," as the Greek word means.
We are also told that" the love of money is a root of all kinds of
evil" (or, "of all evils ") (1 Tim. vi. 10, R.V.).
Believing this, we may confidently affirm that the love of -money
has had much to do with the bringing about of the present horrible
war, with all its attendant evils. One reads, from time to time, of
circumstances which confirm this. How much the love of money,
and" commercialism" as a means of acquiring money, have contributed to the bringing about of the war, can only be surmised. It
seems certain, however, that but for the love of money, and the love
of power, the war would never have taken place. And power and
money are intimately related, and the former largely dependent upon
the latter.
How far nominal Christianity has fallen from the ideal of the early
Christian Church when "all that believed were together, and had
all things common; and sold their possessions and goods, and parted
them to all men, as every man had need" ! (Acts ii. 44, 45).
And how apposite is the Apostolic charge to Timot.hy: "But they
that will (i.e., desire to) be rich, fall into temptation, and a snare,
and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is the (" a ") root of all
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evil; which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith,
and pierced themselves through with many sorrows" (1 Tim. vi. 9, 10).
Another characteristic of the last days is: "disobedient to parents"
(2 Tim. iii. 2). One hears that in Germany, as well as in our own
and other countries, juvenile depravity, as it is called, is rife, and on
the increase. The Apostle Paul wrote: "The mystery of lawlessness
doth already work" (2 Thess. ii. 7, R.V.). It seems now to be rapidly
coming to a head, and ere long" that wicked" (R.V., "the lawless
one ") (2 Thess. ii. 8) may be revealed. Within living memory, men
have arisen known as "anarchists," who openly flout all law!
" Disobedience to parents," the lack of parental authority, is one of
the root causes of this lawlessness.
May these signs of the times quicken our anticipation of "that
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our
Saviour Jesus Christ" (Titus i. 13).
An outcome of the recent terrible ail' raids of the enemy is a demand

on the part of a large section of the population for reprisals. The
question of their utility in warfare is a moot point. But all host,ilities
ale more or less reprisal, or retaliation.
The rule under the law of Moses was, "Thine eye shall not pity;
but life shall go for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand,
foot for foot" (Deut. xix. 21). But the law of the "kingdom of
heaven" forbids reprisal or retaliation, according to the Lord's word
(Matt. v. 38, 39), "Ye bath heard that it hath been said, An eye
for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth; but I say unto you, that ye resist
not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to
him the other also," etc.
Then, too, if by "reprisals" is meant attacks upon our enemies
similar to the shameful attacks they have made upon us, in order to
prevent, as it is assumed, like attacks in the future, it is acting upon
the Jesuitical principle of doing evil that good may result, a principle
emphatically condemned in Romans iii. 8.
l'he fact is that real Christianity decries reprisals, even as it condemns
warfare. However necessary and justifiable war may be for national
defence, the verdict of Holy Writ is that bloodshedding is the outcome
'of fallen human nature, a weapon of the power of the Evil On.e, and
utterly foreign to the principles and laws of the" kingdom of heaven"
(see Matt. v. 43-45). That kingdom is in .abeyance while the King
is absent, and its laws are not heeded, much less obeyed, by the world.
But the children of God, "delivered from the power of darkness, and
translated into the kingdom of the Son of His love," endeavour to
" walk in love," which is the fulfilment of all law, according to Romans
xiii. 10-" Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is
the fulfilling of the law."
SEVING'£ON RECTORY,
ROJ3ERT J. NOYES, B.D.
ASHFORD, KENT, J·tlly 9th, 1917
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PALESTINE AND THE FUTURE OF THE JEWS.
By DAVID BARON.
As watchmen on the walls of Zion, our faith in a future for the land and
people of Israel has always been based, not on human probabilities, or
on any forecasts of the political developments of the titanic struggle of
the nations which is now raging, but on the firm foundation of God's
IIoly Word, and on the certain conviction that His promises and covenants, made to the fathers and confirmed by oath, can never fail, however long the fulfilment may be deferred.
Nevertheless, it is of very great interest to us to observe the extent
to which the attention of even worldly men, who pay no heed to the
Word of God, and of the secular press, is now centred on Palestine, and
the deepening conviction on every hand that the destinies of this land
are inseparably bound up with the peculiar people, and that a national
restoration of the Jews is not only now well within the bounds of
practical politics, but to be looked for as an event in the near future.
In the words of "Mentor "-the very able writer in The J e"fish Chronicle
-" A concatenation of circumstances has brought Jewish nationalism
from the clouds to the earth-from the region of dreams into the ambit
of reality; from being a subject for pleasing philosophic contemplation
to a matter of hard grim fact. It has effected in twenty months a
transformation that has been prayed for, hoped for, through
twenty centuries. Neither history nor politics can match the phenomenon for strangeness."
What has brought Jewish national hopes so near the point of realization is the successful march of the British Armv toward J affa and
Jerusalem, and the openly expressed interest of the most influential
members of the British and allied Govemments in the national aspiratioI\s of the Zionists.
And this interest on the part of these statesmen and politicians is due
in large measure to the man who has recently been elected President of
the English ZioI\ist Federation, whose career and history unfolds quite
a romance of God's providence. A Russian Jew, who found himself
harassed at every step under the old regime, Dr. Weizmann, emigrated
to this country some twenty-five years ago, and soon became
prominent in chemical research. Early in the war England found
itself in a dangerous crisis, owing to the lack of certain substances in
the manufacture of naval munitions. Then Dr. Weizmann presented
himself, offering certain discoveries which he had made, which would
amply supply the need. There were interviews with the then Minister
of Munitions (Mr. Lloyd George) and other Ministers of State, and his
experiments, having been tested by experts, were found to be all that
he claimed for them.
He was then asked by rep.resentatives of the British Government how
much he wanted for his discoveries, and his reply was that he wanted
no reward in money, but the promise that if, and when, the Allies are
victorious, they would help the Zionists toward the realization of their
national aspirations in relation to Palestine-which promise, as I under.stand, was gladly given.-The Scattered Nation.
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THOUGHTS ON PSALM CXIX. 82-90.
By

THE REV.

W.

LUSH, A.K.C., RECTOR OF STRETTON-EN-LE-FIELD,
ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH.

(Continued from page 279.)

82. "Mine eyes fail for Thy saying, so that I say, When
wilt Thou comfort me 1" "Thy saying" here signifies the fulfilment
of Thy promise, so that it would seem his patience was greatly
exercised, for his eyes are represented as exhausted, worn out. Compare
Lam. iv. 17. The like figure is used in 1 Sam. ii. 33. But while the
promise may be long delayed, it cannot come too late; for" Is His
mercy clean gone for ever, and doth His promise fail for evermore 1 "
We may often think and feel so, but it is our infirmity (Psa. lxxvii.
10). The mission of the Saviour is to eomfort all that mourn; so
that if any poor dejected one who reads these words be saying, "0
when wilt Thou comfort me 1 " let such remember that while he is
saying, "The Comforter that should relieve my soul is far from me,"
the words shall yet receive their accomplishment even in his case" As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you." What
a word of encouragement with which to enter upon the New Year!
Well may we say, "Mourning soul, dismiss thy fears," for though
heaviness may endure for a night, joy cometh in the morning; and
Jesus has said to every sorrowful disciple mourning His absence,
" I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no
man taketh from you." Meanwhile He says to thee, "Have I been
a wilderness unto Israel 1 " Ask of the days that are past, and
remember the promise and the oath-the two immutable things in
'which it was impossible for God to lie-given that-we may have strong
consolation who have fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope set before
us.
VERSE 83. "Although I have been a bOUle in the smoke, I have not
lorgotten Thy statutes." The bottle meant is one of skin, still common
in the East. The comparison is not entirely clear. Some suppose
that the blackening and shrivelling effect of the smoke upon the skin
is simply used as a figure for distress. Others understand the word
as conveying the additional idea, that as wine·skins are not meant
to be involved in smoke, so distress is not the normal or natural
condition of God's people. Others, assuming that the skins were
intentionally smoked by way of seasoning, suppose the principal idea
to be that of painful but salutary discipline. There can be no doubt
that the clause relates in some way to the afflictions of the individual
believer (Alexander); but notwithstanding them, the sufferer still
attended to the word, worship, ways, and ordinances of the Lord,
hoping in due time to meet with comfort there. Happy precedent!
How unlike the ways of the world. The sanctuary of God has often
proved the best place of comfort to many a wearied soul; for there
it is that the ministers of our God arc publicly to speak comfortably
VERSE
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to Jerusalem, and to cry lmto her that her warfare is accomplished,
that her iniquity is pardoned, for she hath received of the Lord's
hand double for all her sins. And this word of our God shall stand
for ever. And this, says Peter, is the word which by the Gospel is
preached unto you.
VERSE 84·. "How many are the days of Thy servant? When wilt
Thou execute iudgment on my persecutors?" The brevity of life is
here urged in an indirect manner as the reason of speedy action, or
it may be understood of the days of his adversity, and then they are
expressed as many.. A similar cry for vengeance is found in Rev. vi.
10-" How long, 0 Lord, holy and true, dost Thou not iu.dge and
avenge our'·blood 1" It is a righteous thing with God to recompetlSe
tribulation to the troublers of His people, but to them who are so
troubled rest, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven,
with His flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know not God,
and that obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. What an
awful thing to live and die a persecutor of Christ's people! for whoso
toucheth them toucheth the apple of His eye. "Saul, Saul, why
persecutest thou Me 1 ". was addressed of old to him who was after,
wards a preacher of the faith which once he destroyed. What but
sovereign grace can turn a persecutor into a preacher 1 and for the
comfort of the persecuted for righteousness's sake it is written, " Shall
not God avenge His own elect, which cry day and night unto ilim,
though He bear long with them 1 I tell you that He will avenge
them speedily."
VERSE 85.
"The proud have digged pits for me, for they are not
according to Thy law." Houbigant explains the words, "The proud
pester Me with vain subtleties"; vain, subtle reasonings, such as
unbelievers have ever delighted in. Body and soul, these workers
of iniquity plotted his destruction (see Psa. xxxi. 7), and that because
they manifested but too plainly the animosity which subsists
between the seed of the serpent and the seed of the woman. The
Apostle saw the danger the Church at Corinth was in, from such
malicious foes, when he penned the words, "I fear lest by any means,
as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtlety, so your minds
should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ"; and have
we nothing to fear in these days from such 1 Under the subtle plea
of "liberty of thought," is not the Godless latitudinarianism of the
age making a way, and that most rapidly, for the climax of lawlessness, when they shall say, "Lct us break their bonds asunder, and
cast away their cords from us "1 That will indeed be a dark period
for the Church of God, but it will be the darkness that precedes and
ushers in the morning without clouds, when Jesus shall take to ilimself
His great power and r.eign, and when the reign of peace to' His people
shall prove the reign of terror to ilis enemies, whom He shall rule
with a rod of iron and break in pieces like a pot~er's vessel.
Verse 86. "In all Thy commandments there is faithfulness; they
persecut~ me in min; help me."
The promises annexed to all God's
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commandments cannot fail of their fulfilment; they are made by
a faithful God, Who is holy, just, and true; they command faithfulness, sincerity, and uprightness, and require men to do all they do
faithfully; they are to be done in truth and faithfulness, in charity,
out of a pure heart and faith unfeigned. How touching, after appealing to his innocence, to find the Psalmist putting his case into the
hands of the Lord! "Help me." What an expression of weakness,
and withal confidence in God, and how reassuring the thought :"Doth not Thy word still pledged remain,
That none shall seek Thy help in vain?"
" I will strengthen thee, yea, I will help thee," is the promise; "Help
me" is the prayer, grounded on that promise; and when we have a
promise to plead at a throne of grace-and remember that all the'
promises of God in Christ are Yea, and in Him Amen-with what
holy boldness may we exclaim, "Do as Thou hast said."
Verse 87. "They almost consumed me upon earth, yet I forsook not
Thy precepts." However much the enemy may have been permitted
to triumph in destroying his good name, or wasting his substance,
or even in nearly succeeding in taking away his life, ib was only upon
earth; his name was written in heaven, in the Lamb's book of life,
and that his enemies could not tonch; he had laid up treasures in
heaven, where no thief approacheth nor moth corrupteth; he had
an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and a crown of glory that
fadeth not away; his eternal life was hid with Christ in God; and
this being the case he could say, "Though all this is come upon
us, yet have we not forgotten Thee, nor dealt falsely in Thy covenant;
our heart is not turned back, neither have our steps declined from
Thy way; though Thou hast sore broken us in the place of dragons
and covered us with the shadow of death." (Compare Luke xii. 4).
Verse 88. "Quicken me according to Thy tender love, that I may
keep the testimonies of Thy mouth" The love of God, shed abroad in
the heart, comforts and supports under all sorts of afllictions; and
then receiving quickening grace, he would be sustained steadfast.
reader, there is nothing then like an interest in this tender love of
God, to help us all our journey through. We should do well to ask
the question-Am I interested in it? for when all else shall pass away,
and shall be as a tale that is told, THIS shall stand.
Verse 89. "To eternity. 0 Jehovah, Thy word is made to stand in
hea,'en." Here the Psalmist would teach us that the Word of God
is unalterably fixed beyond the reach of all disturbing causes; and
how this blessed truth was confirmed by the Saviour in those memorable words, "Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My words shall
not pass away." What security for the people of God! The word
of His decree and purpose is like mountains of brass; His counsels
of old are faithfulness and truth; His mercies are the s-ure mercies
of David; His word of promise, in the Covenant made in heaven, is
sure to all the seed; His promi8es are Yea and Amen in Christ (see
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Jer. xxxi. 35, 36; and xxxiii. 25, 26). How contrasted all this with
the fading nature of all that we see around us! "All flesh is grass
and the glory of man as the flower of grass; the grass withereth. the
flower fadeth, but the word of our God shall stand for ever"; and if
this perpetuity pertain to the written word, how much more true of
the Incarnate Word (compare John xii. 34); and if He abide for
ever, and His people "abide in Him," shall not they, too, abide ~
Reader, think of the abiding nature of that joy which is in heaven;
amidst all the changes of this mortal life, think that while other
delights, like the usual clothes we wear, quickly grow old and are
soon worn out; celestial pleasures, on the contrary, are like the Jews'
garments in the wilderness-not impaired by being long used-but
as one has well said, as the needle once joined unto the loadstomi
would never, uncompelled, forsake the enchanting mineral, but after
ages cling no less closely to it than in the first moment of their union,
so do the saints in heaven, with the same undiminished freshness,
ever possess their joys, as if each moment were the first that they
possessed them.
(To be continued.)

"BE SILENT TO THE LORD."
PSALM

xxxvii. 7.

FRET not thyself, thou lonely one,
Bowed down beneath a hidden grief:
Though thou art friendless and alone,
Thy God will send thee sweet relief.
Fear not to breathe that helpless sigh
. Which all but dies within thy heart :
Thy God and Father is most nigh
When all thy earthly friends depart.
The trembling soul's unspoken pain
Is surely heard before the throne:
To thee obscure, to Him quite plain,
His Spirit's deep unuttered groan.
Envy Thou not the fail' estate
Of him who never looks above:
Be silent to the Lord, and wait
The full intention of His love.

\

His purpose He will bring to lightThy judgment as the noontide rays:
And thou shalt read thy prayers aright
When they have all been turned to praise.

Cri"klewood.

WILLIAM WILEMAN.
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THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" IN INDIA.
A YOUNG officer writes to us under date, Sunday, May 6th last:
"Just now I have been reading your first portion in the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE for April, and like it very much. It is a great help to
have your addresses to read, I can assure you, and I should miss my
Sunday reading very much." This officer is shut off from an Evangelical ministry. Doubtless he is a type of many of our godly young
soldiers. How much many of these would value a monthly copy of
our Magazine!
Our publisher would gladly forward copies to a selected list of
soldiers at the Front if our readers would send to him names and
addresses and subscriptions to cover the cost. 'Ne warmly recommend
this method of helping our soldiers and of extending the lmowledge
of those precious Gospel truths for which our Magazine stands.EDITOR.
~OtnsponlJrnce.

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-Now that girls are taking their part in the great
struggle, it has been a great joy to me to be able to send out a good
supply of Testaments and books for giving to them. One of the
Patrol ladies is very glad to distribute them among the girls, and
another thanks me "very much for the parcel of Testaments, which
the girls will appreciate."
A missionary working in a large port, thanking me for magazines,
says, "The GOSPEL MAGAZINE is brim full of good things. Any books
and Testaments you can send us will be gratefully received and
scattered."
A Ohaplain writes: "Ever so many thanks for the splendid parcel
vou have sent of books, Testaments, etc. It is one of t.he best ar,d
most useful parcels I have ever received"; and another writes:
" They are much appreciated, and some going to Salonika have been
so glad to have them."
A'Minister who is now at the Front writes: "First, let me say how
gratefully I remember all the invaluable help you have rendered me
during the last two years and a half, and now that I am in France
I feel confident you will be even more desirous to help me. I have
had to refuse men copies of the Testament because I had so few. I
am at a Rest Oamp, the men come down once a fortnight from the
battle-line, and I get them in this critical space. Many of them are
very godless, and the danger of death does not seem to solemnize
them. I should be grateful if you could send me some copies of the
New Testament, and a quantity of books, especially these."
The following letter is' from a large Military Depot: "I have come
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to you again, for my stock is almost run out. I hope you will forgive
me being such a trouble to you, but really I cannot stand still, although
nearly 74 years of age. I must wear out, not rust out, or I shall die.
The world is too full of sorrow to lay down your tools. Oh, sir, the
thousands of hearts broken by this awful war! it is enough to make
angels weep. May God hasten its end is the prayer of my heart.
I am pleased to say the men receive me with open aIms. I go to
every man and to every bed with a hand-shake, never miss if I can
help it. The Chaplain said to me the other day in the hospital, 'You
must not do as you are doing, going from bed to bed, for there are
all kinds of men here. My answer was this, 'Sir, as long as tbese
poor fellows are willing to take my books I shall go.' I admit they
do not all take them. We have in our place of worship every third
week about 400 men, and I thought it possible for me to get a small
book so that I could give the soldiers one as they pass out."
Yours sincerely,
6, STIRLING ROAD, BATH ROAD,
R. E. BRIDER.
BRISTOL, July 3rd, 1917.

lhotestant 15eacun.
WORSHIP: CHRISTIAN AND ANTICHRISTIAN.
BEING THE SUBSTANCE OF A LECTURE DELIVERED IN LONDON UNDER
THE AUSPICES OF THE CALVINISTIC PROTESTAKT UNION, BY THE LATE
REV. JAMBS ORMISTON, RECTOR OF ST. MARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL.
(Continued from p. 335.)

FROM the days of Cain and Abel downwards the world has been filled
with religions! And it is noticeable in God's Word that, coincidently
with every special outpouring of the Spirit of knowledge and revelation,
Satan has propagated and fostered some special form of false religion.
The object of the Great Adversary has always been to delude souls, as
be did Cain, by encouraging them to profess to be God's worshippers,
apart hom the merits of Christ and the work of the Holy Ghost. It
was so when Jehovah placed man in possession of Eden. That brief
dispensation began in Divine light, and terminated ill Satanic darkness.
The Devit's lie supplanted God's truth. Again, if we iake the Patri·
archal age in which Enoch so conspicuously shone, ushered in as it was
by the symbolical institution at the east of Eden to which we have
already referred, how did it end 1 In general apostasy and the flood.
Then Noah comes forth from the Ark and promptly proclaims himself
a believeT in God's one way of salvation, through atoning blood, by
erecting an altar of sacrifice. That remarkable Dispensation too,
developed, we are shown in the ix. and x. chapters of Genesis, the
greatest organization of religious rebellion against God this world has
ever seen short of that vast religio-political system which it pTefigured
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-the Mystical Babylon, THE CHURCH OF ROME. The history of
Nimrod and Babel is, in fact, the history of Roman Catholicism foreshado~ed. The book of Revelation authoritatively adopts the very
name of "Babylon " as one proper to the" Woman," or ecclesiastical
system, upon whose forehead was written-" MYRTERY, BABYLON THE
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH"
(Rev. xvii. 5). Babylonianism survived the destruction of the tower
of Babel. Its spirit lived on through the entire ages of Israel's national
existence; and when the Messiah came it was the free-will worshippers
of Jerusalem who opposed His gracious mission, and finally put Him .
to death. The present Christian Dispensation, however, is the last
great opportunity for Antichrist to put forth his energy, and to perfect
his policy against the Christ of God and against the Truth of His Word.
This year of grace--1888--therefore, finds the Church of God in
presence of Babylon's mustered hosts. The Great Apostasy, foretold
in the New Testament, has taken possession of the Churches of Chrisiendom, and the faith of the many is rapidly yielding to the lying doctrines
of false apostles, angels of light of Satan's own sending, evil workers
whose aim is to deceive, if it were possible, the very elect themselves.
The spiritual condition of the Nonconformist churches in England
has been lately laid bare by the firm and faithful hand of lIk SpurgeonGod be praised for His servant's fidelity-while the National Church
itself, practically honeycombed with soul-destroying error, and swarming with hireling unconverted ministers, is fast lapsing into the condition of the Seven Churches of Asia just prior to their destruction. The
Worship which in the Established Church receives the patronage of
most of the Bishops is that which I do not shrink from characterizing
as earthly and sensual. The Worship which is rapidly becoming
popularised in our cathedrals and churches is not the religion of Abel ;
it is that of Cain. It is not spiritual, but carnal. It is, in many cases,
simply gross materialism. It is at best an attempt to mix together
and mingle things which God has authoritatively put asunder. "Ritualism," so-called, is only a modern title for that which the Word of God
<aIls Idolatry.
The late Archbisbop of Canterbury declared a few years ago in Convocation (1877) that the work of the Romanisers in the National Church
amounted to a "conspiracy." No doubt of it! It is a Satanic conspiracy to reverse the effects of the glorious Reformation of the 16th
century. It is a conspiracy to put man's religion, Cain's religion, in the
place of Bible religion, the pure, simple, Evangelical faith of Abel and
of the elect of God in all ages.
Let none of the British Nonconformist churches conclude that they
have no direct interest in the present deplorable state of the Church of
England. The Reformed Church, as the" Protestant Settlement" of
1688 left it, was intended to be an impregnable barrier against the
encroachments of priestcraft and priest-rule. Its noble constitution,
its Protestant Articles and Homilies, and its Scriptural Formulariesto which I personally am affectionately attached-are admirably con-
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ducive to that desirable end. But false brethren have crept in unawares. Thousands of the clergy enrolled, say, in the E.C.U., are
labouring night and day to bring back the people of this land to state
of pre-Reformation bondage. The pseudo-sacramental system of
Puseyism-borrowed from the temple" mysteries" of ancient Babylon
-implies the existence of a caste of " priests," in open opposition to
the teaching of the New 'l'estament, and in denial of the sole high
priesthood of Christ. It is ANTICHRIST. As an illustration of how far
the priests of t,he Romanizing party would go in persecuting Protestant
Nonco-n/ormists, if only they had the power, the following language
shows. It is taken from a book entitled" Some Questions of the Church
Catechism, and Doctrines involved, briefly explained" (London:
Mozley & Smith, 1876). The work is written by a beneficed clergyman in the Protestant Church of England." The Rev. F. A. Gace
says :"85.
e have amongst us various Sects and Denominations who go
by the general name of Di$senten. In what light are we to consider
them 1 A. As HERETICS," etc.
"86. Is then their worship a laudable service 1 A. No; because
they worship God according to their own evil and corrupt imaginations,
and not according to His revealed will, and there/ore their WORSHIP IS
IDOLATROUS" (pp. 17, 18).
And it should be told that this little book is, on its cover, said to be
prepared" For the use 0/ families and parochial schools."
"94. But why have not Dissenters been EXOOMMUNICATED 1 A. Because the law of the land does not allow the WHOLESOME LAW 0/ the
CHUROH to be acted upon," etc. (p. 19).
That is plain speaking. Clearly, if once the priests of the Ritualistic
" conspiracy" get the upper hand, through the apathy and inaction of
English Protestants of all denominations, the days of Popish James
the Second will return, and all our liberties, civil and religious, will be
lost, or, at best, will be regained only by the desperate alternative of
another Revolution.
The hour has surely come when all Englishmen who love God's Holy
Word and the pure Faith of their martyred Protestant forefathers
above all party names and sectaria.n denominations must rally together
under the common banner of the Gospel of God's free grace, and show
a united front against Antichristianity in its most deadly and dangerous
form-Papal Priestcra/t.
Let it never be forgotten, either, that the glorious Reformation of
300 years ago was fought out mainly on those lines of doctrinal truth
which superficial minds contemptuously brand as "Calvinistic." Upon
those distinctive lines, too, the great Reformation was won. If, then,
the inestimable blessings of the Reformation are to be effectually
defended, conserved, and handed down to posterity, Christians of all
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* Italics and ca.pitals are here used to indicate the animus of this priestly
production.
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names and parties must be true and faithful to the fundamental doe··
trines of the Gospel of God's unmerited and invincible grace. The
vicarious atonement of Christ, offered once for ever for all the sins of
God's people, must be our one and persistent reply to the infidel theory
of the Mass Sacrifice and a Massing Priesthood. If only Evangelical
Conformists and Nonconformists would unite upon one foundationand that the basis and plan of the CALVINISTIC PROTESTANT UNION,there would be yet abundant reason to take courage in the prospect of
the coming struggle with Satanised Romanism-a struggle which,
while the most awful in its nature the world has ever beheld, must
result in the glorious advent of the Christ of God, in the setting up of
His eternal1cingdom, in the putting down for ever of the Man of Sin,
and of that Mystery of Iniquity over which Leo XIII. proudly rules
~-day.
.
•

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE 82nd Anniversary of the Camberwell Home, where 41 out of
the 1218 pensioners upon the Society dwell, has recently been held.
The attendances were large, and the Committee were encouraged in
their work for the poor and aged of "the household of faith." In
the afternoon, the Rev. E. Roe preached an excellent sermon from
1 John ii. 12. The evening meeting was presided over by Joseph
Lock, Esq., who with several friends gave warm-hearted addresses.
The results were devoted to the Benevolent Fund, for aiding sick
and infirm inmates. The Quadrangle Garden afforded a pleasant
retreat for tea and conversation, and the old folk rejoiced to welcome
so many friends. Will not others add to their pleasure by visiting
this, the oldest of the Society's homes ~
Lady Jellicoe opened the South London Sale of Work, when an
unusually large number of the Society's subscribers assembled. The
proceeds amotmted to nearly £100. To Mr. and lIirs. McCarthy,
Mrs. James Jones, and the Lady Visitors, grateful acknowledgments
were presented.
Many of the Society's supporters were present, at the offices, on
the occasion of the annual election of ten-guinea pensioners.
Thirty were appointed. The meeting was presided over by Mr.
A. G. B1ackman. The Rev. W. Sinden, Mr. Chambers, and members
of the Board took part. War conditions make the Society'S work
difficult, but God has graciously supplied its needs. In view of
increasing claims, new annual subscriptions will be thankfully received.
for such, though not exceeding 7s., will do much to strengthen the
hands of the Committee. Collections and sales of work, during the
next few months, are being arranged for. The Society's literature
will be sent to any address, post free.
By means of the life pensions, homes are kept together in all parts.
of the land, the weary burden of care is lifted, and often children's.
children can minister to their grandparents, thus enabled to remain
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in the home circle. The sister of a deceased pensioner writes: "I
am grateful for the pension she received from your valued Institution
for the last seven years. She always looked on' that money as something almost sacred, saying God sent it to her when she had lost her
own." Is it not pleasant to think of the aged servants of God, who
were permitted to work and witness for so many years, Moses, Caleb,
Hosea, and others 1 In the inner man is no old age, no decay, no
downward descent, the outer world becomes dim, but the spiritual
and eternal world more distinct. To wayfarers in the pilgrim-path,
poor and needy, this Society ministers and thus provides a way of
expressing in practical forms, the love and sympathy which unite in
sacred bonds all the members of the" one family."

'Jl\ehiews anb jfl.otices of 15ooks.
"SIMPLE LESSOKS ON THE CREED, THE LORD'S PRAYER, THE TEN
COMMANDMENTS. By the REV. N. F. DUNCAJ.'i1, l\LA., Vicar of
Crookes, Sheffield. lPrice Is. net. Pp. 93_ (J. W. Northend,
West Street, Sheffield, and English Churchman Office, 74,
Strand, London, W.C. 2.)
This handy little volume reaches us as we go to press. We have only
had time to read a few of the lessons, which are intended primarily for
Bible classes and Sunday schools. They appeared originally in our
contemporary, The English Churchmo.n, and" are reprinted in book
form in the hope that they may be more permanently useful under the
blessing of God the Holy Spirit." There are seventeen lessons on the
Creed, eleven on the Lord's Prayer, and seven on the Ten Commandments. Copious references to the Scriptures occur in the lessons.
The author is well known as a godly, spiritually-minded, and Protestant
clergyman. Bible-class leaders and Sunday-school teachers who desire
to give a course of lessons on the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and the Ten
Commandmen ts, will find much tbat is helpful in these simple and
clear expositions.
"TEMPTATIONS, when we meet them at first, are as the lion that
roared upon Samson; but if we overcome them, the next time we see
them, 'ye shall find a nest of honey within them."-Bunyan's Grace
Abounding.
"I GRADUALLY, moreover, got dearer views of the Gospel; and,
in reading the Acts of the Apostles (chap. xiii. 48), , As many as were
ordained to eternal life believed,' my whole system as to free-will
was overturned. I saw- that being ordained to eternal life was not
the consequence of faith, but that the children of God believed because
they were thus ordained. This gave a considerable blow to my
self-righteousness."-J. A. Haldane, quoted in "The Lives 0/ the
Ilaldane.s "

