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THE SPIRIT BEARING WITNESS.
" The SPIRIT itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the
children of GOD."-RoMANS viii. 16.

THE work of .the SPIRIT OF GoD, is prominent in this chapter. We
learn that He is the life-giving SPIRIT (v. 2), the indwelling SPIRIT
(v. 9), the sin-mortifying SPIRIT (v. 13), the controlling SPIRIT
(v. 14), and the witness-bearing SPIRIT (v. 16). "The SPIRIT
itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of
GOD." What a mercy if we can say this! What an evidence of
distinguishing grace if we have the testimony of the SPIRIT that
'GOD hath put us into His family. To have such an assurance
is surely the longing desire of every awakened soul. He cries,I

"Assure my conscience of her part
In the Redeemer's blood,
And bear Thy witness with my heart
That I am born of GOD."-(Dr. 'Watts.)
Let us think of the HOLY SPIRIT as' the Testifier to GOD'S people of
their sonship in GOD'S family.
1. He bears testirrwny to the nature of their sonship.
The SPIRIT'S testimony is largely given in the revealed Word of
GOD. Holy men of GOD wrote the Scriptures as they were moved
by the HOLY GHOST. It follows that all that is written in the
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sacred Scriptures in reference to the sonship of GOD'S people is
the witness of the SPffiIT to that blessed relationship.
(1) By the Scriptures He bears witness that GoD'S people are
childrlm by Divine purpose.
Our earthly sovereign shows much kindness to his people.
During this time of war he is constantly laying himself out to
come in contact with them. He visits the scenes of air-raids,
and speaks with tender sympathy to the humblest of his sorrowing
subjects; but he does not and could not make all his subjects
members of his family. That close and happy and privileged
relationship is reserved only for those who have been born to him.
The KmG of kings, however, has purposed from eternity that all
His chosen people should be members of His family. He chose
them all in ,CHRIST before the foundation of the world, and
predestinated them "unto the adoption of children by JESUS
CHRIST to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will,
to the praise of the glory of His grace" (Eph. i. 4-6). The sonship
of GOD'S people, therefore, is the result of His eternal purpose.
He loved and chose them from everlasting, and purposed to place
them as children in His own family. The HOLY SPIRIT thus bears
testimony that they are children of GOD by Divine purpose..
(2) By·the Scriptures the SPIRIT bears witness that GOD'S people
are childrlm by redemption.
By nature they are the children of wrath. They were far off
from GOD, and they deserved to be visited with the just and
merited penalty of their sins. GOD could not justly and manifestly
welcome them into His family, embrace them to His heart, and
cause them to sit down at His table until their sins had been dealt
with, and until they had been reconciled to Him by the deaththe redeeming death-of His SON. So great, however, was GOD'S
love towards His sinful and rebellious people, that He "sent forth
His SON, made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them
that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons"
(Gal. iv. 4, 5). GOD'S people are· therefore a redeemed people.
They have been bought with CHRIST'S blood and ransomed from
the curse of the law throu~h the redemption that is in CHRIST
JESUS.. GOD can now welcome them as sons and daughters of
the LORD ALMIGHTY. Their· sins are no longer imputed. They
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are clothed with the robe of righteousness, and the FATHER now
rejoices over them as His redeemed children. This is the testimony
of the SPIRIT in the inspired Word.
(3) By the Scriptures the SPIRIT bears witness that GOD'S people
are children by birth.
They needed to be born again ere they could take delight in the
privilege of sonship. While dead in sin they could take no interest
in the blessings and favours of GOD'S redeemed family. They
needed to become new creatures and to be born of the SPIRIT if
they were to behold with pleasure what manner of love the FATHER
had bestowed upon them in putting them into His family. The
spiritual blessings designed for the household of faith furnish
no attraction to the old nature. A new nature and a new heart
must be bestowed. Then the spiritually-born soul, being reconciled
and forgiven, can rejoice in the privileges of the family of GOD.
Accordingly the SPIRIT testifies in the Scriptures that as many
as receive CHRIST, to them gives He power or right to become
the children of GOD, even to them that believe on CHRIST'S name,
and He goes on to' say of such that they were" born, not of blood,
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of GOD"
(John i. 12, 13).
2. The SPIRIT bears witness to the marks 0/ sonship.
How am I to know that I am a child of GOD ~ The answer is,
Do J possess the marks of a child ~ What were the marks of
those to whom the Apostle was writing when he said, "The SPIRIT
beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of GOD " ~
Who are the "we" ~ Am lone of them ~ Is the Epistle or
letter to the Romans addressed to me .~ What does the envelope
say, or what do the contents of the letter indicate as to the marks
or characteristics of the persons addressed? If J do not possess
these marks J have no right to the comforts and privileges which
the Epistle assigns to those for whom the letter was designed.
If I carefully examine the Epistle, J shall find that the people to
whose sonship the SPIRIT bears witness are a called, a believing,
a justified, and a reconciled people. They are "the called of
JESUS CHRIST" (i. 6). Their" faith is spoken of throughout the
whole world" (i. 8). They are "jUstified by faith" and "have
peace with GOD." They are" reconciled to GOD by the death of
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His Son" (v. 1, 10). Their holy walk also bears evidence that
they have been called, justified, and reconciled., They" walk not
after the flesh, but after the SPIRIT" (viii. 4). Now, have I been
called out of darkness into GOD'S marvellous light 1 Have I been
effectually called out of the way to hell and into the way to heaven 1
Have I faith in CHRIST'S blood and righteousness as my sole ground
of salvation 1 Have J been justified and pardoned by faith in
CHRIST'S merits 1 Is my flesh being subdued, and am I in measurable degree walking after and taking pleasure in the things of the
SPIRIT ~ If so, I am warranted in regarding myself as one of the
children of GoD. The SPIRIT inspired the Apostle to describe
the persons to whom he wrote this letter in these various ways.
If therefore I possess these marks, then I have received the SPIRIT
as the SPIRIT connected with adoption, and I may say to my
reconciled GOD, " ABBA, FATHER" (Rom. viii. 15).
3. The SPIRIT bears witness to the certainty of sonship.
His internal testimony to the hearts of GOD'S people is that they
"are the children of GOD." It is Divine love which has put them
into the family. "Behold what manner of love the FATHER hath
bestowed upon us, that we should be called the SODS of GOD"
(1 John iii. 1). A realization of that love is felt as the result of
the inward testimony of the SPIRIT. "The love of GOD" (i.e.,
GOD'S love to His people) "is shed abroad in our hearts by the
HOLY GHOST which is given unto us " (Rom. v. 5). He reveals to
our wondering view that" secret love of GOD" which has predestinated us to this filial' relationship. We have received the SPIRIT
not as the SPIRIT connected with bondage, but as the SPIRIT
connected with adoption, and through His precious testimony to
our hearts we are emboldened to cry to GOD and say, "ABBA,
FATHER" (Rom. vii.i. 15). Because we are sons GOD hath sent
forth the SPIRIT of His SON into our hearts, crying, ABBA, FATHER
(Gal. iv. 6). Sonship, therefore, is a present reality. It is a
blessing which is now the portion of GOD'S redeemed people.
"Beloved, now' are we the sons of God" (1 John iii. 2). Let, us
rejoice in the blessed assurance. Let us look up into the face of
our Covenant GOD ..a nd say, "Thou art our FATHER."
4. The SPIRIT bears witness to the privileges of sonship.
Full provision is one privilege. Our GOD shall supply all our
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needs according to His riches in glory. No good thing will He
withhold from His children. The lions do lack and suffer hunger,
but they that are GOD'S children" shall not want any good thing."
Your heavenly FATHER feedeth the birds. Are ye not much better
than they ~ He clothes the lilies. Shall He not much more clothe
~~

.

A father received a letter from a son telling him10f his needs.
These were great, and there were difficulties in supplying them.
After thought, conference, and prayer, however, he sent the needed
,help, and when he had done so there came forcihly and sweetly
to his mind the words, "If ye then, being evil, know how to give
good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your FATHER
(which is in heaven) give good things to them that ask Him ~ "
That " how much more" gave great comfort and rest of mind to
that father. Is it not comforting to you, also, dear child of GOD ~
J f thou, an earthly parent, still possessed of a fallen nature, art
impelled to respond to the cry of thy children, how much more will
thy heavenly FATHER, Who is essentially goodness and love,
respond to thy cry and supply thy needs ~ Put away, then, all
anxious thoughts. Your heavenly FATHER knoweth all your
circumstances and needs. If earthly parents devote thought and
prayer to family problems, how much more does GOD give attention
to all the problems connected with that family which He has chosen
and loved from all eternity, and which He redeemed with the
precious blood of His own eternal SON. "He that spared not
His own SON, hut delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not
with Him also freely give us all things ~ " (Rom. viii. 32).
Almighty protection is another privilege of sonship. How
solicitous a parent is that his children should be protected from
all peril and danger! He takes the little one by the hand and
watches carefully that no harm happens to his child. GOD'S
children are under almighty care and protection. He saith to
them, "I the LORD thy GOD will hold thy right hand, saying
unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee" (Isa. xli. 13). They are
" kept by the power of GOD" their FATHER.
. A brilliant prospect is another great privilege of sonship.
Earthly parents rightly give attention to the earthly prospects of
their children, though they should ever put their spiritual interests
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first. The future prospects of GOD'S children have all been in
their FATHER'S thoughts. He has arranged that every one of
them should be an heir to His possessions. All the children are
heirs, heirS of GOD and joint-heirs with CHRIST. They are to
inherit the kingdom which their FATHER prepared for them from
the foundation of' the world. They are "heirs of the kingdom
which He hath promised to them that love Him" (Jas. ii. q).
They can look forward to "an inheritance incorruptible, and
undefiled, and that fadeth not away."
5. Finally, the SPIRIT bears testimony to the deportment appertain-

ing to sonship.
How should the children of GOD carry themselves? What
should be their carriage, demeanour, behaviour? The SPIRIT
bears testimony to this in the Scriptures of which He is the Divine
Author. GOD'S children are to walk worthy of their calling, with,
with longsufiering and forbearance.
all lowliness and meekness,
I
They are to put off the old man and to put on the new. They are
to walk in love, and as children of light. The works of darkness
and sin are to be cast off. They are to walk circumspectly,
accurately, carefully. They are always under observation, and
they need to beware lest the people of the world should be able
to point to anything unbecoming in their deportment as the
children of the heavenly KING. They are to live soberly, righteously,
and godly, looking for that blessed hope. Their loins are to be
girt and their lights burning, and they are to be like unto men
who wait for their lord. They are not to be yoked with unbelievers,
and not to have fellowship with darkness. They ~re to come out
from the world and from the ungodly. They are to be separate,
and to touch not the unclean thing. To all such GOD will be
manifestly their FATHER, and they shall be His sons and daughters,
sai~h the LORD ALMIGHTY" (2 Cor. vi. 14-18). Oh, if we are the
children of GOD, may He bestow upon us richly His mighty grace,
that we may serve Him with reverence and with godly and filial
fear.
" Children of light, arise and shine!
Your birth, your hopes are all Divine;
Your home is in the skies;
Oh! then, for heavenly glory born,
Look down on all with holy scorn
That earthly spirits prize.
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" With CHRIST, with glory full in view,
Oh! what is all the world to you 1
What is it all but loss 1
Come on, then; cleave no more to earth,
Nor wrong your high celestial birth,
Ye pilgrim~ of the cross."

Whitington Vicarage,
Btoke Ferry,' Norfolk.

THE EDITOR.

"GOD CAME.".
"God came."-HADAKKuK iii. 3. "£0, I come."-PsALM xl. 7.
"I came."-JOHN vi. 38. "I am come."-JOHN x. 10. "I will
come again."-JoHN xiv. 3. "Surely I come quickly."-REvELATION xxii. 20.
THE earth was shro,uded in primeval night:
God came in power, and said, "Let there be light! "
And all the hosts of darkness put to flight.
The Church was waiting for the promised grace,
Unable yet prophetic time to trace:
God came in love to take the sinner's place.
My soul in trespasses and sins was dead,
The downward road in willing bondage led:
God came in grace, and nature's darkness fled.
When conscious guilt pursued my trembliBg sou
With floods of fears beyond my weak control,
God came in loving power, and made me whole.
There was a midnight hour of helpless grief;
And though His gracious visit was but brief,
God came, and brought my spirit sweet relief.
The tempest raged, the darkened heavens were bowed,
The lightnings flashed, the thunder's voice was loud:
God came, and wrote His bow upon my cloud.
Too weak to wrestle, and too faint to groan,
At Mahanaim I was left alone:
God came to make His lovingkindness known.
And once again the Lord our God shall come,
With all His saints to lead His ransomed home:
Come, even so; Lord Jesus, quickly come!

Oricldewood,
April 23rd, 1918.

WILLIAM WILEMAN.
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A MERCIFUL GOD.
. " For the Lord thy God is a merciful God."-DEUTERONOMY iv. 31.

MOSES here utters a truth which is eternal. Mercy is one of God's
attributes, and it is eternally true that the Lord our God is a
merciful God. It was true when Moses spoke these words; it is
true to·day, and it will be true for ever.. Even when all the
redeemed are gathered unto heavenly glory, they will always,
throughout eternity, have· reason to "sing of the mercies of the
Lord." As they think of the past, they will realize that goodness
and mercy have followed them all through their earthly pilgrimage;
as they think of the present, they will have a lively sense of God's
wondrous mercy; and as they contemplate the eternal future, they
will be fully assured that the mercy of the Lord to them is not only.
from everlasting, but also to everlasting.
"Thy mercy in Jesus exempts me from hell;
Its glories I'll sing, and its wonders I'll tell;
'Twas Jesus, my Friend, when He hung on the tree,
That opened the channel of mercy for me."
God had revealed Himself to Moses as "merciful and gracious,
longsufiering, and abundant in goodness and truth," and in all
subsequent ages the Lord's people have rejoiced in this blessed
truth. When Moses bore testimony to this attribute of God, the
volume of God's written revelation of Himself was comparatively
small. It is deeply interesting to inquire how did it appear at
that early stage in the world's history that God was a merciful
God. "W hat evidence was there at that time of the manifestation
of this great attribute of God's character in His dealings with the
children of men ~ This is an inquiry which we may profitably
seek to answer. We assume that Moses, as the author of the first
five books of the Bible, was familiar with the general facts of history
up to that time. As he looked back,· what evidence could he
adduce of the truth of the words which he uttt>red in the hearing
of God's ancient people ~
1. History taught him that Divine mercy was manifested at the
Fall.
When· Adam and Eve sinned, God might justly have visited
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them immediately with the full consequences of their sin, but He
spared their lives for a. prolongeq. season, and before excludingthem from the garden, He mercifully promised a Redeemer. He
made known that there would proceed from the woman a Seed
Who would bruise the head of the serpent. By type also, as well
as by promise, He inspired OUT fallen parents with the hope of
redemption. "Already in the garden of Eden, as soon'as sin
entered into the world, and man, losing the consciousness of God,
became self-conscious, we read of the' man and the woman that
they 'sewed fig-leaves together and made themselves aprons.'
These' aprons,' or ' girdles,' which men continue to sew or ' weave,'
for themselves (Isa. lix. 6) are of no avail to hide their s]:lame or
to cover their misery. But already then, God in His infinite
compassion began to preach the Gospel to man by direct promise,
and set it forth also by type. He not only announced the coming
of ' the Seed of the woman,' Who should bruise the serpent's head
and destroy the devil and his works (Gen. iii. 15), but Jehovah
God, we read, also 'made for Adam and his wife coats of skins
[from animals which He probably first commanded the man to
slay] 'and clothed them'" (Gen. iii. 21). (" The Visions and
Prophecies of Zechariah," by David Baron, pp. 101, 102). These',
coats of skins typified that robe of Christ's righteousness in which
God in mercy covers all His redeemed people. Thus before they
were excluded from the garden oUT first parents had tasted that
the Lord was gracious. They perceived that He was a merciful
God.
2. History taught Moses that Divin~ mercy was manifested at the
Flood.
By that time men haq. multiplied and sin was abounding. In
righteous retribution God determined to destroy man whom He
had crea~ed. In wrath, however, He remembered mercy. Noah
found grace in His eyes. He experienced God's undeserved mercy.
By the grace of 'God He w:as.saved from eternal ruin, and by that
same grace and mercy He was saved from the Flood which overwhelmed the ungodly. God in mercy still arranged for the propagation of the human race, that He might extend His redeeming
mercy to a countless multitude yet unborn. All God's dealings
with Noah were dealings of mercy. Mercy provided an ark for
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the saving of his house. Mercy remembered Noah when in the
ark, and caused the waters- to assuage. Mercy caused the waters
to dry up, and allowed Noah and his family to come forth; and
mercy entered into a covenant that while the earth remained
seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter,
and day and night, should not cease (Gen. viii. 22). It is because
of the mercy of tha t Covenant that, despite our national sins and
our desecration of the Lord's Day, we had a plentiful potato crop
in 1917, and may have the like blessing again this year.
3. History taught Moses that Divine mercy was manifested at the
O'IJerthrow of the cities of the plain.
The righteousness of God was displayed in His judgment upon
Sodom, but His mercy shines out conspicuously in His dealings
with Lot. Angelic messengers delivered Lot from the evil designs
of his enemies and smote them with blindness. Angelic messengers
warned Lot of the impending destruction of that wicked place in
which Lot dwelt. While he lingered they "laid hold upon his
hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and upon the hand of his
two daughters; the Lord being merciful unto him: and they brought
him forth, and set him without the city." Lot fully realized God's
mercy to him. Addressing one of the angels he said, "Thou hast
magnified thy mercy, which thou hast showed unto me in saving
my life," but he desired further mercy, and this, too, was granted
to him. The city of Zoar was spared for Lot's sake, and he found
refuge therein from the fire and brimstone which the Lord rained
upon Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen. xix. 1, 16, 19-24).
4. History taught Moses that Divine mercy was shown to the
patriarchs.
The family of Abraham were idolaters\(Joshua xxiv. 2). They
served other gods. But God in mercy called Abraham out of the
darkness of idolatry into the light of the knowledge of the glory
of God. Mercy led Him to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
exceeding great and precious promises. To them He promised
an innumerable seed. To them He promised the land of Canaan.
To them He promised that through their seed all the families of
the earth would be blessed. Moreover, each of the patriarchs
personally experienced Divine mercy. The birth of Isaac was
an exhibition of mercy. The prosperity of Abraham was through
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Divine mercy (Gen. xxiv. 34, 35). Abraham's servant was able
to say, "Blessed be the Lord God of my master Abraham, Who
hath not left destitute my master of His mercy and His truth"
(v. 27). Of lsaac also we read that" the Lord blessed him. And
the man waxed great, and went forward, and grew until he became
very great" (Gen. xxvi. 12, 13). Jacob was able to say, "I am
not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all the truth,
.which Thou hast showed unto Thy servant" (Gen. xxxii. 10).
In Potiphar's house the Lord's mercy was with Joseph, and" the
Lord made all that he did to prosper in his hand." In the prison
"the Lord was with Joseph, and showed him mercy, and gave him
favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison" (Gen. xxxix. 3, 21).
These facts were known to Moses, and he was thus able to bear
sure testimony to the mercifulness of J ehovah.
5. History and experience taught Moses that Divine mercy was
displayed at the Exodus.
It was mercy which protected Moses from death when he was
a child. Mercy selected him to be the "ruler and deliverer" of
God's people from Egypt. Divine mercy trained and fitted him
for the great work of his life. Then when the promised moment
of .deliverance had come, Moses was able to say, "Thou in Thy
mercy hast led forth the people which Thou hast redeemed: Thou
hast guided them.in Thy strength unto Thy holy habitation"
(Exod. xv. 13). The Lord" smote Egypt in their firstborn," "and
brought out Israel from among them," "for His mercy endureth
for ever." He" divided the Red Sea into parts," "and made
Israel to pass through the midst of it," "but overthrew Pharaoh
and his host," "for His mercy endureth for ever." He" led His
people through the wilderness," smote great kings, such as Sihon
king of the Amorites, and Og the king of Bashan, and gave their
land for an heritage unto His people Israel, "for His mercy
endureth for ever" (Psa. cxxxvi. 11-22). His people often
provoked Him to anger with their sins. They forgot God their
Saviour Who had wrought so wondrously for them. Yet He did
not deal with them according to their sins, nor reward them
according to their iniquities. Hi~ mercy was still great unto the
heavens, ·and His truth unto the clouds. Revelation, inspired
history, and personal experience all combined to convince Moses
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that Jehovah, the Covenant God of His people, is indeed a merciful
God.
It is because of this great attribute of mercy that Moses
says to God's ancient people, "He will not forsake thee, neither
destroy thee, nor forget the covenant of thy fathers which He
sware unto them" (Deut. iv. 31). Recent events in Palestine "are
evidently preparing the way for further displays of God's Covenant
mercies to His chosen people. But the God of Israel is our God.
It is His Covenant promise which says to all the Israel of God,
" I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God,
and they shall be My people" (2 Cor. vi. 16). His mercy at .the
Fall, at the Flood, to the patriarchs, and at the Exodus is recorded
for our comfort. To each believer it may be said, "The Lord thy
God is a merciful God." Take comfort from this, dear child of
God. Thy God is "the Father of mercies and the God of all
comfort." It was "according to His mercy" He saved thee
(Titus iii. 4). When through His grace thou didst return unto Him,
He had mercy upon thee. He washed away thy sins in the fountain
of Christ's blood. He abundantly pardoned thee. Thy cry for
mercy was heard. It entered into His ears, and He said to thy
soul, " Thy sins are forgiven thee." Who is a God like unto Him
That pardoneth iniquity and passeth by the transgression of the
remnant of His heritage ~ " He retaineth not His anger for ever,
because He delighteth in mercy" (Micah vii. 18). Wherefore be
of good cheer! Thy God, thy Covenant God, is a merciful God.
Thou hast tasted of His mercy in the past, thou art tasting of
His mercy to-day. "His compassions fail not. They are new
every morning " (Lam~ iii. 22, 23). Mercy shall also be thy portion
all the days of thy life, for the Lord thy God is good; "His
mercy is everlasting; and His truth endureth to all generations"
(Psa. c. 5).
Whitington Vicarag.e,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR.

"IT is absurd, it is horrible, both to faith and to reasoning, to say
that Christ's body is eaten, and that His blood is drunk in tens of thousands of places wherever priests choose to offer what they call 'the
Mass.' A' mass' of profanity, indeed, it is! "-G. H. Spurgeon.
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WELLSPRINGS.

. " A nd I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not; I will lead
them in paths that they have not known: I will make darkness
light before them, and crooked things straight. These things will
I do unto them, and not forsake them."-lsAIAH xlii. 16.

WHAT a cluster of precious promises! Six sworn words ,of promise
in one verse, and in a special designation, addressed to characters,
lest some dear children of God should feel they are not fit to claim
them. There are the blind, the ignorant, and the uninstructed.
There are those that are walking in darlmess, and those who are sorely
, cast down by some heavy cross, some crooked thing in their pilgrim
pathway. And lest, as assuredly they do, they forget so soon the
mercies and deliverances of their God in the past, and fear tha t He
will weary of them in their constant provocations, failures, and sinful
murmurings, He repeats Himself for their hearts' comfort, "These
things will I do unto them, and not forsake them." And this is
Jehovah·Jesus in the sweet character of the Coming One; coming
into the room of all their imperfections; undertaking their cause,
acting for them, doing what they cannot do for themselves. Turn,
dear reader, to Heb. v. 2, 3, and see the picture there. "Every high
priest taken from among men is ordained for men in things pertaining
to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins; who can
have compassion on the ignorant, and on them that are out of the
way: for that he himself also is compassed about with infirmity."
"Taken from among men . . . ordained for men ... to God."
There is his calling out and unto; there is his office and responsibility;
but he is compassed about with infirmities. That is a true representation of every high priest who succeeded to the Levitical priesthood.
He was taken from the people: he was one of them, like unto them,
subject to the same infirmities, blemishes, sins, and failures; and did
not a certain priest show how he could fail of his office and claims as
he passed by the poor man who had fallen among thieves at Jericho 1
But one loves to think of this expression, "compassed about with
infirmity," as the mind is led to Jesus-the Divine, holy, harmless,
undefiled One-Jesus Who went about doing good, and Who was
surrounded by the infirmities, sins, and siclmesses of others, but only
surrounded. Sin was not in Him. "For we have not an high priest
which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities, but was
in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin" (Heb. iv. 15).
Now this is just what our text describes Him to be, and to be able
to 'effect. Jesus, the Son of God and Son of man, is this same Jesus
to·day. When upon earth He was compassed about with all manner
of persons who were suffering all manner of diseases. He could open
blind eyes, unstop deaf ears, make the lame to walk, cleanse the
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leper, heal the sick, cause the dumb to speak, raise the dead to life
again, bring the spiritually darkened soul into light, and in a moment,
with His healing, life-restoring, comforting, assuring word, put the
crooked things straight, and make all the moUntains of difficulty
plain. And is He not doing all this to-day ~ Are not a company of
poor, ignorant, blind, and undone people being healed and helped,
upheld and sustained, led and fed, brought on and brought through
many a dreaded flood or flame, and blessed by Him in the "afterward" of affliction, as they likewise realize His presence with them
in the furnace ~ Is He not even now performing His miracle of
mercy, and doing for you and for me far beyond our expectation and
our hope ~ What is your experience just as you read these lines ~
Are you mourning your blindness to Divine truth, sorrowing at your
ignorance and forgetfulness, your slowness of heart to believe, and
the frailness of that heart to forget the many mercies of the past,
wherein He signally appeared as your Defence and your Deliverer ~
Well, it is just all He knows and foreknew it would be! "He
remembereth that we are dust," and in His infinite heart of pity and
mercy He compassionates us as such_ He expected nothing more of
us than all these failures and follies which are bound up in our hearts.
Thus it was written of Him, " He will not fail nor be discouraged_"
And for His poor people who thus came to an end, and a blessed end
too, of all their power, their strength, and their resources, He has
spoken this promise and blessedly makes it true in their happy experience: "I wiII bring the blind by a way they knew not. I will lead
them in paths they have not known."
And oh, what a bringing it is! What a blessed, tender, gentle way
in which the Lord goes to work! The blind need very gentle, tender,
considerate guiding and leading. If we would be helpers to them, we
must needs remember 'how fears would naturally arise, questionings
possess their minds, and a diffidence to wholly entrust themselves to
the judgment and care of their guide. The kindest and best intentioned
may forget or fail in judgment, or be ignorant as to what course to
pursue. Jesus, however, never is at a loss. He never fails nor forgets.
He does all things worthy of Himself. He says, "I will bring che
blind by a way they knew not." Oh, we knew not the way-saw
not a step before us; and in mercy were our eyes shielded from the
future. It is often so dark, so mysterious, so hedged up. Not a step
do we see before us, and we fear to stir lest we should take a false
step which would plunge us into some terrible disaster. Then comes
in the blessedness of the promise, and with the promise the faithful
Promiser Himself steps into the gap. "I will bring the blind."
" That's me! " cries out the exercised soul. "I am blind; I know not
the way, I see not a step before me. There is a dark cloud over me,
and I seem plunging into some great sorrow." This was just the
experience of the writer on the night of September 26, 1917, a memorable night indeed, when a sudden Sorrow overtook, and a dark cloud
suddenly swept over a house, and the angel of death all unexpectedly
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hovered over us. Then it was the cry went up, "What is all this,
Lord; what meaneth it 1 Is there some great sorrow near at hand 1 "
and as surely as ever a word was spoken from heaven into any
" believer's ear," it was the words of our paper, in midnight stillness
and in the silent chamber, "I will bring the blind by a way that they
knew not; I will lead them in paths that they have not known :
I will make darkness light before them, and crooked things straight.
These things will I do unto them, and not forsake them."
And assuredly as the promise was spoken, so assuredly the writer
knew that sorrow was surging near, but as near, yea, nearer, J'Sus
Himself, Who would be with her, her" sorrows to bless, and sanctify
to her her deepest distress."
Oh! Jesus is always bringing a people! He brings the wandering
sheep back to the fold. He brings one and another to His Father.
He brings them" through fire and water into a wealthy place." He
brings every elect vessel safe along their pilgrim journey and to home
at last. He brings into His banqueting house. He says of "other
sheep," "them also I must bring," and He is ever at His work (which
like His way and will, is perfect), bringing many sons to glory. He
will not miss nor lose one. He knows the way, and every step of the
way, and every stone and stumbling-block which would impede our
progres8 or trip us up. We know it not; but step by step He opens
it up to us, and we have to stand still and admire and adore the
wisdom and the grace which have thus brought us on and brought us
through. "I will guide thee with Mine eye," or as another translation
gives it, "I will see for you." And most lovingly, most tenderly,
most wisely, most Divinely does He see for His blind and needy
children, holding their right hand lest they stumble and falter, fail
or fall.
" I will lead them in paths they have not known." Oh! have you
not indecd been brought here and afterward to admire and worship
His wisdom, knowledge, and love 1 "Ye have not passed this way
heretofore." But meanwhile, !iear child of God, was it not indeed a
deep place, a horribleness of darkness, a fearing as you entered the
cloud, and you wondered where the scene would end 1 Is this the
way that your prayer .had been answered for an increase of faith,
a more ardent love, a growing in humility, a desire after more holiness,
and a longing to follow Jesus more closely and to glorify Him 1 It
was as deep calling unto deep. It was wave upon wave; it was indeed
not knowing, but you have proved that He has led you in paths you
have not known,.. In straits and dangers is the place .
Where He displays delivering grace,"
He has led you up that mount YOU knew not, but where you have
seen Him your Jehovah·Jireh, and it has proved the Lord's Mount.
"In the mount of the Lord it shall be seen." And so the Lord has
taken you by your right hand, upheld you from falling, sustained you
from sinking, and kept you still from acting, silent to Him while He
23
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showed you there what He could do. Oh! when God takes His
children by their right haud, and they find. they can do nothing but
cast themselves upon their God, whilst it is humbling to the flesh,
they will in the "afterward" of the trial sing their high praises to
a promising and performing God. These are the places where we are
brought to see we can do nothing, and to see most blessedly also how
our God can and does perform all things for us. He must do all when
He bids you stand still and watch and wait for the delivering hand,
the salvation-work which it delights His heart to accomplish for His
children. And do we not chide our hearts justly, as fools and so slow
to believe and learn what our God is, and what He can do for His
exercised, weary, faint-hearted people? For our God does all things
worthy of Himself; and opening up every step of our chequered,
changing pilgrimage, He will say, "This is the way; walk ye in it,"
when our eyes see nothing but thorns and briers, stones and precipices. He will gently lead us on and tell us how He knew it all
before, and how every step has been trodden by Him. The Lord of
the whole earth has gone before to choose out a resting-place for His
people, and in these dark places" a light shall shine upon thy ways."
You have had this experience, child of God. You sing it in the words,
"Sometimes a light surprises the Christian as he sings," and as
really as the light appeared in their prison cell while Paul and Silas
sang praises unto God, and their wonderful release was effected, so do
you experience the morning of deliverance after the night of captivity.
Moreover, the further promise of our text is, "I will make . . .
crooked things straight." The margin gives the rendering "crooked
things into straightness." And that is just what our God, and He
alone, can accomplish. For Solomon says, "That which is crooked
cannot be made straight" by man, and therefore he enjoins us to
"consider the work of God, for who can make that straight which
He hath made crooked?" Yes, there is One Who can do all these
things. His hand can and does perform those wonders. He can
turn darkness to light and light into darkness. He can bring a clean
thing out of an unclean. He can make a crooked thing into straightness,
level mountains of difficulty, and bring to nought all the oppressor's
fury. But" these things" are not all done at once. As our beloved
rector said recently, in preaching in the time-honoured pulpit at
St. Mary-le-Port, " There is always a prelude to believing and a prelude
to blessing; and our God waits to be gracious." He is never in a
hurry, and this cross of yours, these crooked things, this crook in the
lot, this humbling trial, this complex affliction, is not removed in a
day, nor is it removed until it has accomplished His purpose in you,
and you have learned the lesson He intended it to teach you. He
gives His child the promise, "I will bring the blind by a way that
they knew not; I will lead them in paths that they have not known:
I will make darkness light before them, and crooked things straight.
These things will I do unto them, and not forsake them." Meanwhile
they have to live by faith on the promises, trust a slaying God; and
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believe that He will as assuredly fulfil His Word as He has promised,
" I will not fail thee nor forsake thee. " Yes; they see not the end in
sight, but God's children have to trust where they cannot trace,
abandon themselves to their faithful Keeper, and wait and hope and
expect and beg of Him continually to remember the word upon which
He has caused them to hope, whilst there is apparently no deliverance
at hand so far as they can see.
Such is their state, that perhaps they are saying, "I cannot possibly
live one more day like this," and yet they do live through to-day and
through the next day as it comes, with hope that surely the Lord
is at hand to deliver. And yet it may be the morrow comes, and
instead of bringing "the way of escape," they have to mourn with
dear, experimentally-taught Newton,
"Yea more, with His own Hand He seemed
Intent to aggravate my woe,
Crossed all the fair designs 1'd schemed,
Blasted my gourd and laid me low."
But the Lord's dear, exercised children do not die. Thev survive
- overall this seemingly rough handling, and they are not utterly
whelmed. They find they are holpen with a little help, and they are
in amazing peace, unutterable calm, and they continue. They are
kept in that rare place of waiting only upon their God; of having
their expectation from Him, and they look again toward His holy
temple, and hope yet in His salvation,
Meanwhile, little faith holds Him to His engagements." "Hath He
not spoken, and shall He not do it 1" "I will bring the blind by a
way that they knew not," etc.
And God, Who has spoken every word of promise in His holiness,
will not lie unto J acob; and presently that weak worm shall arise and
win the day, though earth and hell oppose the way. Oh! child of
God, prize the promises of your God. They are all covenanted for,
and God's shalls and wills can never miscarry.
"Delightful words! the King's decrees!
Which rule all heaven, and earth and seas:
All things in time, till time shall end,
Dpon His .hall. and 'Will. depend."
Why are not feeble saints destroyed?
Why are not promises made void,
And sin my utter ruin proved?
His shalls and will, remain unmoved."

Meanwhile, exercised soul, may sustaining grace enable you to hang
upon your God's sworn word, and to hope in His promises, though
the deliverance be long delayed and faith sorely tested and tried,
and though "the way of escape" may not come in the way you
expected, yet He has said, "These things will I do unto them, and
not forsake them."
R.
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of Sermons.

PROCLAMATION, PROSTRATION, PARDON.

A

SERMON PREACHED AT STREATLEY HALL, LONDON; ON SUNDAY,
JANUARY 9, 1916, BY MR. JOHN E. HAZELTON.

" And one cried unto another and said, Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of
hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory."-IsAIAH vi. 3.

ISAIAH the prophet bears a name which signifies' the Salvation of
Jehovah, and his name sets forth the blessed substance of his prophecy
from the beginning to the end. In the first chapter we have, as it
were, an epitome of the whole prophecy, and the chapters succeeding
the first are the opening out on the one hand of the awful damning
character of sin, and on the other hand of the great and glorious
salvation which God has provided in and by His dear Son, and the
substance of the prophecy is contained in these words in the first
chapter, "Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord;
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though
they be red like 'crimson, they shall be as wool" (Isa. i. 18).
Now this man, one of the royal family of Judah, was an object of
God's sovereign grace and mercy, and in this chapter we have what
we should call Isaiah's call by grace. We have in this chapter the
way in which the Lord was pleased to meet with him, and in all the
great essentials the call by grace of every poor sinner is set forth in
this chapter. I do not mean that we all see a heavenly vision in the
sense in which Isaiah did, but the substance and essence of what this
chapter contains is made precious to the experience of every child of
God. The call by grace of Isaiah was coincident-it occurred at the
same time-with his call to the prophetic office, and he tells us about
these two calls in this chapter.
Some of the prophecies of our God abound in visions. Take for
instance Zechariah. Vision after vision occurs in that prophecy. In
Isaiah there is only one vision recorded, and that is the vision of the
sixth chapter; all else is direct declaration which he was inspired to
give in the name of his faithful Covenant-keeping God. See how
divinely, how clearly, how simply the narrative proceeds. 1 say
"simply," although it deals with depths which we cannot fathom,
and although here we listen to the ,breaking of the waves of eternity
upon the shores of time; yet everything is profoundly and blessedly
clear and simple.
Now the prophet Isaiah saw the Lord Jehovah as we might render
this Divine title. He saw Jehovah sitting upon a throne, high and
lifted up, and His train filled the temple. You say he saw God. Yes;
but we must come nearer to the heart of things than this. Who was
it Who is described here as Jehovah sitting upon this throne ~ It
:was Jehovah the Son; it was the SON OF GOD, the second person
in the ever-blessed Trinity, He Who was afterwards to become
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incarnate as the Lord Jesus Christ. And what proof have we that
He Whose train filled the temple, and Who sat upon this lofty throne,
was no other than the ETERNAL SON OF GOD 1 Because the
Apostle John, in the 41st verse of the twelfth chapter of his gospel,
says, "These things "-alluding to this chapter-" these things said
Esaias when he saw His glory, and spake of Him." Behold, then,
J ehovah the Son upon the throne of glory, manifesting forth the glory
of the Father. And behold in Isaiah a man who.had the application
of these Divine truths brought home to his heart by the power of
the ever-blessed Spirit.
Our text tells us that the seraphim, the holy angels, cry, Holy, holy,
holy, unto the Lord of hosts; that is, we have an ascription of praise
here to the Divine Trinity. Holy is the Father! Holy is the Son;
holy is the Holy Ghost. And in the 4th of Revelation, which I read
to you, we h,ave still that heavenly anthem sung now our Lord has
passed into the glory. Holy, holy, holy unto the Lord God Almighty.
The Trinity in unity are here, and a sight of a Triune Jehovah
manifested in the Son of God, is here. Let us look at these words
as they stand in this verse, ·and in the context, under a threefold
aspect. First of all I would speak of the Proclamation-" Holy,
Holy, Holy is the Lord of hosts." Secondly, of the Prostration
which this proclamation produces in a poor sinner-undone, unclean.
Thirdly, and lastly, the Pardon which invariably comes to one confessing undoneness and uncleanness through a manifestation of the
holiness of Jehovah to his soul. Proclamation, Prostration, Pardon.
Of what avail would it be for me to dwell-if I were able-in an
abstract way npon the holiness of the eternal God 1 What we need
is that we may have such a sight of that holiness as will bring us down,
and lay us low, and that the holiness of our God may not be an attribute
about 'which our minds may revolve, but that it may be felt in our
consciences and experienced in our hearts. It was in the light of
the holiness of God that the prophet felt himself to be undone. It
is all very well for people to say, "Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable
sinners." I am not speaking in any captious way; but it is one thing
to say that, and quite another thing to be brought down low, and to
have the cry for mercy wrung out of our very hearts by the vision
of the holiness of our God.
You say, But this vision relates to the prophet, to his call by grace,
and his call to the prophetic office. You may oay it relates to the
people of his day. God said that He would in judgment so deal with
them that their ears should not hear, or their hearts understand.
You may say it refers to the future of God's ancient people. I admit
that it is so, but it refers also to you and to me, and this is the light
in which I would seek to look upon these words at this time.
What a view does our text and the song of the seraphim give of
the Godhead and the eternal Sonship of the Lord of life and glory! .
Here Isaiah saw Him in a vision, but it was a vision of His own
essential reality. He saw Him1 as essential glory. He saw Him in
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the. glory which He had with the Father before the world began.
He saw:the Son of God on tms throne, mgh and lifted up. Isaiah
had :a vision of the eternal. He said tms took place in the year
that Uzziah died. There you have the passing as contrasted with
the eternal! Kings may become lepers; kings die; kings pass
away,-but God, Thy throne endureth for ever and ever, and the
throne of our God is the throne of His Christ. On the one hand
is Uzziah, a shadow as it were, a leper passing into the unseen; a
leper through his own sin and folly. And there is the eternal and
ever-living God.
Now look at the seraplllm who proclaimed Holy, Holy, Holy.
Each is described in tms chapter, and again in the 4th of the Revelation,
as having six wings: two to cover the face, two to cover the feet,
and with two they flew. Axe we to suppose that the angels of God
have literally six wings 1 This is a vision of eternal realities, and in
order to bring down those realities to our poor feeble comprehension,
the truth of God has been revealed to us by the Holy Spirit in this
figurative form.
Let us ask ourselves the question, What do these wings signify as
described in connection with the seraphim 1 With twain each one
did cover his face. It means tms, that those brought near to the
eternal God are always overwhelmed-overwhelmed by His holiness,
whether they be angels or poor, lost and ruined sinners.
U

The more Thy Glory strikes mine eyes,
The humbler 1 shall lie."

And I do crave for myself, and for you, my dear people, that there
may be a holy and reverential fear in our religion. I do not crave
that we should have the spirit of slavish fear; that is quite another
matter, but we want reverence in connection with that which we
profess, and if the holy angels, who have never sinned, so realize the
ineffable holiness of God that each covers ms face with ms wings,
how much more you and I! Look at Abraham. When the Lord
talked with mm he said, " I am but dust and ashes." LOok at Moses,
with whom the Lord spoke face to face, as a man talketh unto his
friend! At the burning bush he took his sandals from off his feet
because the very presence of the Lord made it holy ground! Look
at Elijah. He could face all the prophets of Baal without a tremor,
but when at Horeb he hears the" still small Voice," he wraps liis
mantle about his head and prostrates himself before the Lord his God.
Listen to what dear David says in relation to the assemblies which
he frequented. "God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of
the saints, and to be had in reverence of all them that are about Him."
Holy, Holy, Holy-reverential worsmp; and when a poor sinner is
brought down low by a sense of the ineffable holiness of God; he
worships.
"With twain he covered ~s feet." What does this mean 1 No
proud, unhumbled heart can possibly worsmp God. No one here
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this morning who is of a proud unhumbled heart, and cherishing that
spirit, though he bends his head in prayer, though he stands up to
sing, has a graiu of spiritual worship in him. Hence the angels veil
their faces on the one hand because of being brought near to the holiness of God, and on the other hand they veil their feet; that is, their
service is swallowed up in God.
Let me explain a little more. This is what I mean. Self lost in the
glory of Christ. John the Baptist knew what this was when they said
to him, Now, who are you ~ "I am the voice of one crying in the
wilderness, Make straight in the desert a highway for our God." This
I know, that in proportion as we become conversant, through Divine
teaching, with the great and grand things of eternity, the face will be
veiled, and the feet will pe veiled; we shall not be talking about our
"work for Jesus." We shall not want to be numbered among those
who are perpetually calling themselves" Christian workers," but with
the love of Christ in our heart, the feet will be veiled, and self will be
lost in the Lord Jesus Christ.
" And with twain he did fly." There you have the blessed obedience
which the power of Divine grace and love produces in the heart of
a smnner.

Now the holiness of God-the holiness of the Lord, where is it
seen ~ First of all in the Law. There the holiness of God brightly,
powerfully, blessedly shines. Where else is the holiness of God to
be seen ~ In .this Book. Why are the two parts of the Bible called
"Holy Scripture" ~ Because it constitutes the message of a holy
God, and because every page of the Word of God breathes holiness.
Where is the holiness of -God seen ~ Not only in the Law and in
the Word, but mediated in the Lord Jesus Christ, the Incarnate Son
of God, the Incarnate Jehovah. Holy in His birth! Holy in His
life. Holy in His sufferings. Holy in Gethsemane. Holy in resurrection and in ascension.
Now what do you know, you dear people here, what do you know
about the holiness of God ~ " Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of hosts."
Do you know aught of the holiness of God as manifested in the Law,
that is, has the Law by its light shone into your heart and shown to
you your innate defilement, sinfulness, undoneness and uncleanness ~
Has the word of the living God appealed to you as a holy and searching
and probing word ~ Has the Christ of God spoken to you, and been
manifested to you as the incarnation of the holiness and the majesty
and the tenderness and the mercy of our God ~ But we shall touch
upon this a little later on.' Here then are the three places where
the holiness of God is revealed to the sinner. Where do you stand ~
Have you never seen that holiness ~ Has that holiness brought you
down ~ Has it set your secret sins in the light of God's countenance,
and has God in the light of His holiness ever entered into a controversy
with you about the sins of your youth 1 "Holy, Holy, Holy."
Now look again with regard to the holiness of God. In the eighth
chapter of this prophecy, and the fourteenth verse, we have this
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concerning Him Who is sitting upon this throne which Is~iah beheld" He shall be for a sanctuary." How does that come about 1 How
does the holy, holy, holy Lord of hosts become a sanctuary for poor,
lost and ruined sinners 1
Since Isaiah's day, since He saw Him on that throne, He has been
down upon this earth as the inoarnate suffering Saviour. He has
risen, He has ascended, He is glorified. The throne is still there.
You notice in our chapter there is no description given of the person
of Him Who· sits upon the throne, because God, viewed as God, in
His essential Being is indescribable; He is a Spirit. But now look;
" I looked, and, 10, a Lamb as it had been slain, a Lamb in the midst
of the throne," and now that same throne is still dwelt upon by the
same eternal Son, but now it is the Son of God,"God the Son, manifested
in the Lamb! shining upon poor lost and ruined sinners in all the
glory and blessedness of His grace. "He shall be for a sanctuary."
Able to save. Able to keep. Able to present you faultless before
the presence of( His glory with exceeding joy. A Sanctuary! " He is
not ashamed to call us brethren," hence Jeremiah says, " A glorious
high throne from the beginning is the place of our sanctuary."
Now look, dear friends, the whole world is shaken at the present
moment; the foundations of the earth are out of course; kingdoms
are waning, but no shakings down here can interfere with the eternal
purpose of the Lamb in ·the midst of the throne. And what is that
.eternal purpose 1 To ingather His own people. What is His eternal
purpose 1 To comfort His people! What is His eternal purpose 1
To give unto them that which His Father has given unto Him! What
is His eternal purpose 1 Expecting until all His enemies shall be
put under His feet, and Christ shall take unto Himself His great power
and reign. Here then is the intense holiness of God as manifested
in this vision. .
Now look at the Prostration which inevitably follows a manifestation
of the holiness of God. I do pray more and more that the consciences
of the people to whom I speak may be deeply and powerfully touched.
What is the holiness of God to you, if it does not prostrate you and
bring you down 1 The holiness of God, when it is felt, withers up
all self·complacency. A self~complacent Christian! I can understand
that left to ourselves we may fall into the snare of self-complacency;
but where the holiness of God is realized, self-complacency withers
right up. What saith the Psalmist 1 "In Thy light shall we see
light." Alexander Pope, the eminent poet, says somewhere, "The
proper study of mankind is man." But that is like a good many other
things that he said, it won't bear weighing up in the balances of the
sanctuary. How can I know myself 1 It is an important knowledge.
How can I know myself l-what I am 1 You can never know yourself
in the study of yourself. That will never bring you to a real knowledge
of yourself. Hence those men who have deeply studied themselves
have become philosophers, about the most useless of beings in the
world of mind and intellect. Philosophy has never brought a man
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a step towards the knowledge of himself. It is not in the stud y of
yourself that you find out what you are, but you find out about your·self in the revealed light of God's holiness. When God's holiness
lights up my soul, then I see my own innate defilement, that from
head to foot I am full of wounds and bruises and putrifying sores.
What is it that brings a poor sinner to say with real feeling, "I have
sinned and come short of the glory of God "~ By seeing that glory
in some measure as revealed to his soul; by seeing the holiness of
God; by having a real standard of holiness displayed before him.
Then we see what sinners we are, how awfully short we have come
in thought, word, and deed.
Now this brings us to a cardinal truth in relation to Divine teaching
and Christian experience, viz., that the knowledge of sin can alone
come by the teaching of God the Holy Ghost, and it is a most humbling
thing to be taught the knowledge of sin by God· the Holy Ghost;
to be broken down, absolutely broken down as a sinner before the
Lord God; to be brought to say-not with a mock humility-" I am
good for nothing." "If a I!!-an "-let us read the Word from the
last chapter of the Epistle to the Galatians, and the 3rd verse-" If
a man think himself to be something when he is nothing, he deceiveth
himself." You may in mock humility say to some other man or
woman, "Oh, I am just nothing; I am a very poor creature." But
you do not half mean it; but when the holiness of God shines into
your soul, and you have a little realization of what God is in His glory
and majesty, you think nothing of yourself. How often do we have
to be taught that we are nothing! It is a life-long work, and a very
heavy work too. The Apostle Paul was caught up into the third
heaven, and was so favoured there with a sight of the glory of the
Lord that" lest he should be exalted above measure" a messenger of
Satan, a thorn in the flesh, was sent to buffet him. And if the Apostle
-blessed, blessed man-needed a thorn in the flesh to bring him down,
we need a great many to bring us down "lest we should be exalted
above measure." Oh, brethren and sisters, ask God to give you a
deeper knowledge of sin by the Holy Ghost revealing unto you the
holiness of a Triune God. "But that will make us miserable"!
Yes, but it will be the precursor ofjoy such as you know nothing of
now. No natural process will bring it about. What a strange travesty
that is which the disciples of' Loyola-the Jesuits-have. When
they are in training they are secluded, with brief intermissions for
sleep and food, and have to contemplate pictures setting forth the
sufferings of the Lord Jesus Christ. Oh, what an awful delusion the
whole of that is! No natural process, no artistic representations,
nothing that pertains to the flesh can give to a poor sinner a sight of
the holiness of God. It is the work-let us put honour upon Himthe work of God the Holy Ghost. It is the work of the Divine Spirit;
hence our blessed Lord said, " When He is come, He will reprove [or
convince] the world of sin and righteousness, and judgment to come."
And how does the Holy Ghost manifest the holiness of God to a poor
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sinner 1 Mostly, usually, by the application of the Word, and very
often through the ministry of the everlasting Gospel. Oh, tha t He
would be pleased to use both means in connection with our little
gatherings here.
Now all this brings into blessed relief the everlasting Gospel. You
can never over-estimate the Gospel, NEVER. As to its origin, as to
its substance, as to its power, the Gospel meets this end. The Gospel
is this. There is no ill that we can suffer that the Gospel does not
provide against, There is no sin that we have committed that the
Gospel is not the remedy for. There is no need that can arise in our
souls that the Gospel cannot supply, It meets us at every point in
our experience; it meets the nothings; it meets the base things of
the world; it meets those who have had every atom of their selfcomplacency withered up; it meets me in my far-off place, in my
sadness and heart-break.
Now look at all this. "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts,"
and a prostrate sinner crying, through the light of the holiness of
God shining upon him, Unclean, undone! Now listen to this: By
His death He hath reconciled you, and is able to present you holy,
. unblamable, unreprovable in His sight! Praise and bless God for
the Gospel for lost and helpless sinners. He Who died on Calvary,
He Who is now the Lamb in the midst of the throne, carrying up to
that throne the holy nature which He assumed, is able and willing,
and He will present us holy, unblamable and unreprovable in His
sight.
Thirdly, Pardon. Isaiah cries Unclean, undone! Where was he
standing when he thus cried 1 He was not a priest, and therefore
he was not permitted to enter within the doors of the temple itself ;
but, in common with Israelites he was permitted to stand in the great
outer court, and where was he standing when he cried Unclean,
undone 1 Near the brazen altar, and that was in the forecourt of the
temple, and to that altar any Israelite, conscious of sin, and bringing
the sacrifice, was permitted to approach. Confession of sin, unclean,
undone. The truth was there, though it had not been expressed
in syllables at that time-" If we confess our sins, He is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."
There is the holiness of God-He is just to forgive us our sins! Have
you thought of the position of the publican and the Pharisee 1 They
both went up to the temple to pray. Where were they 1 In the outer
court. What did the Pharisee say 1 He prayed with himself, with
no reference to the sacrifice. What did the publican say 1 "God
be merciful to me a sinner." What does that mean 1 Merciful on
the ground of the sacrifice; and the publican stood where the sacrifice
was, and said, Lord, have mercy upon me, the sinner, because of the
sacrifice. Hence the experience of the publican and that of Isaiah
were in this respect one and the same. Now," God is faithful"
because of His holiness, to all His promises and undertakings; hence
in the 17th of John the Lord Jesus Christ says, "Holy Father,
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bless My people; deal with them because of what I have done." And
if you this morning are a poor sinner standing by faith under the
cross of Jesus, by the side of that brazen altar, you are perfumed with
the merits of the sacrifice of your dear Lord, and though you confess
Unclean, undone, you shall know the powerful application of Divine
grace, love, and mercy.
. Who can give the application ~ George Whitfield continually
cried at the close of his sermons, "Now, Lord, the application."
One of the seraphim flew and took a live coal from off the altar,
and laid it upon Isaiah's lips, and told him that his iniquity was
purged. In other words, he was made to partake of the benefits
on that altar of the atoning and finished work of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Have you noticed that every vessel of the Tabernacle, every
vessel outside the building, was brazen; every vessel inside was gold;
brass setting forth the strength of the Lord Jesus Christ in bearing
the load of His people's sins, and of putting them away by the sacrifice
of HIMSELF. He is not only the Offering but the Altar also. The
golden vessels signified His Divine nature, His finished work, His
glory, the golden intercession of our Lord. The golden table that
held the shewbread; the golden ark that contained the' manna, the
golden lid which is the mercy seat-cleansing and removal.
The Lord give to us, then, that we may know the pardoning grace
and mercy of our God removing all guilt by a crucified and blood·
shedding Saviour, and bringing" life more abundantly" to our souls.
And the Lord give to us the vision, for it is written, " Where there is
no vision the people perish." May we seek to see ourselves in the'
light of the cross; seek that we may have Isaiah's blessed experience,
" Thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin has been forgiven."
MINDFUL OF HIM.
PSALM viii. 4.
THE word " mindful" is very sweet, it speaks of a full mind, mindful,
of a full heart, of a care·taking heart, of a constant heart, and of a very,
very loving heart. This is one of the many, many characteristics of
our God and Father in Christ Jesus. "Thou art mindful of him."
As David looked upon the starry heavens and the shining moon, he is
quite lost in wonder, love, and praise that the God Whose fingers
made these marvellous heavens shQuld be mindful of man. Man is so
puny, and withal so unworthy, yet our wondjlrful God has" crowned
him with glory and honour." And He has not only been mindful in
the sense of never forgetting, but He has been and is constantly, silently
planning, and carrying out His plans. He is, further, not mindful of us
merely as a nation or community or family, but He is mindful of us
individually. "It matters to Him about you" personally. "I
remember thee, the kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals,
when thou wentest after Me in ,the wilderness." "The Lord thinketh
upon me." Just let us consider, under the Holy Spirit's direction, one
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or two instances recorded in Scripture manifesting His mindfulness of
individuals. In 1 Kings xix. we see Elijah, fearful of Jezebel's vengeance, sitting down after a day's journey in the wilderness, and begging G1>d to take away his life. But God did not grant this request,
and eventually He took him to.heaven without death in a chariot of
fire. However, the point of our subject is this-He gave him sleep
under a juniper tree, which refreshed His tired servant. Then mark
the expression of gentleness: "An angel touched him, and said unto
him, Arise and eat. And he looked, and behold there was a cake baken
on the coals, and a crose of water at his head. And he did eat and
drink, and laid him down again." We see how mindful the Lord had
been of him. He knew how tired and anxiously fearful this one child
of His was, and He gave him sleep and food to strengthen him without
one word of reproach.
.
See again Jer. xxxix. 17,18: "I will deliver thee in that day, saith
the Lord. . . . I will surely deliver thee . . . because thou hast put
thy trust in Me." This was to Ebed-melech, the Ethiopian, who had
befriended His servant Jeremiah. The Lord had seen it and was
" mindful of him."
Note also Daniel: "My G1>d hath sent His angel, and hath shut
the lions' mouths, that they have not hurt me." Also Jonah, the discontented, disobedient, selfish prophet; how merciful was God to him,
in his anger, when he was hot and irritable. He prepared a gourd, or
palmerist, as it is in the margin. Some botanists believe it to have
been a plant called the bottle gourd, which has large leaves, is of rapid
growth, and is still used in Sidon for shading arbours. This particular
gourd G1>d prepared for Jonah to be a shadow over his head. "So
Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd." See how mindful the Lord
was of His over-heated servant.
And we see in St. Peter another instance of the Lord's personal
deliverance when in prison; also in St. Paul at Corinth, "I am with
thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee."
And in our own lives and the lives of those around us what abundant
evidence we have of personal dealings, personal Ihindfulness, personal
remembrance. The loving heart sees proofs on every side-the times
we start out, the roads we take, the people we meet-the very hindrances, seeming hindrances, but they are "handfuls of purpose."
Everything seems so beautifully interlaced to make a perfectly and
most happily formed whole.
We have the past, the present, and the future of G1>d's mindfulness
in the Psalms. Psa. cxv. 12, "The Lord hath been mindful of us."
Psa. viii. 4, "Thou art mindful of him," and Psa. cxi. 5, " He will ever
be mindful of His Covenant.". Dear child of God, think of His never·
failing love, the love that planned from eternity, ere time began, the
love that" would not let me go," though laden with sin, permeated
with sin, steeped in sin, dead in trespasses and sins. In spite of allHe loved. The Father gave His only Son. The Son freely gave Himself, yea, every device of love, every token of love, every emblem of
/
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love, He has engaged on behalf of His beloved, redeemed people, His
sons and daughters. Exhaustless is the fountain, unlimited the
supply. We feel how mindful He has been. When we contemplate
His work in us now, the openings out of His blessea word by His holy
Spirit, so that it is a living word to our souls; when we experience the
enkindlings of His love; when we behold His infinite patience with us
in bearing with our petulance, our un belief, our craving to reach all
now, not realizing how weak and unready are our poor eyes and
hearts; when we see how wonderfully His grace has dovetailed all circumstances, and how sweetly all blend together for our real well-being
(for we are permitted sometimes just to read a little, even if very
dimly, of His dealings), we see how this happiness could not have been
but for that winding way,-how this seeming cloud was the very lI\eans
of that joy. As we look upon His manifold present gifts so lavishly
strewn around, we see indeed that He is mindful of us. And as we
look forward to the future, to the unfolding of His fair designs, to the
uplifting of the veil, to the everlasting songs, the glad reunions with
His loved and our loved gone before, to the sound of His voice, the
sunshine of His smile, the rapture of His welcome, we see that He will
ever be I"lindful of His Covenant,. that new Covenant sealed with His
Blood. For in every step of our future wilderness way He is minQfu1,
and then, when we reach the" Sweet fields beyond the swelling flood,"
will be fulness of joy for evermore. Every step here is with Him,
every step is nearer to the unclouded sight of Him. Dear reader,
"How Bafe it is to be with Him!
No matter if the way be dim,
0

o

I have His company."

Walking with Him here, we are w.ell assured that " 'tis enough that
Christ knows all, and we shall be with Him." He with us-we with
Him.
"Who is this that cometh up from the wilderness like pillars of
smoke ~ " (Cant. iii. 6), as the guiding pillars of Israel in the wilderness,
-cloud by day, fire by night. Who is this 1 The heavenly Bridegroom, Who is at once the guide, pillar, and the support of His Bride.
Cant. viii. 5, " Who is this that cometh up from the wilderness leaning
upon her Beloved 1" The heavenly Bride. Note her postureleaning. She is weak, but He is mighty. Note upon whom she leansher Beloved, and she is His beloved. Note from whence comingthe wilderness, the land of sin and danger and weariness. Note the
direction-going up. She is ever mounting upward, heavenward,
homeward, with Him. He is her Companion, her Leader, her Supporter. Coming up from the wilderness, out of the wilderness, leaving
it all behind. Coming up with Him. No separation. Listening to
His voice, and protected, guided, comforted by His love and power.
Truly, dear reader,
"How Bafe it is to be with Him!
No matter if the way be dim,
I have His compan'!,"

and no separation.

NETIIE.
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JACOB'S SONS AND MOSES' TRIBES.

VII.
WHAT is it that secures to the Church and the dear people of QQd
those two inestimable blessings spoken of concerning Gad, viz., a
final victory over all enemies and adversaries on the one hand, and
great enlargement in the love of God and knowledge of Christ on the
other ~ Is it not QQd's election ~ Is it not because through sovereign
grace these favoured sinners are interested in it ~
"But we build- upon a base
That nothing can remove,
When we trust electing grace
And everlasting love."

That foundation alone secures the victory Paul speaks of at the close
of that most precious chapter (1 Cor. xv.): "But thanks be to QQd,
Which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." "Gad,
a troop shall overcome him: but he shall overcome at the last," and
" Blessed be he that enlargeth Gad."
David, the man of God, proved the truth of victory and enlargement
in that incident of bis eventful life at Ziklag (1 Sam. xxx.). "And
David enquired at the Lord, saying, Shall I pursue after this troop ~
shall I overtake them ~ And He answered him, Pursue: for thou
shalt surely overtake them, and without fail recover aiL" Doubtless
the Gadites that were with him were men of might, and men of war,
fit for the battle, that could handle shield and buckler, whose faces
were like the faces of lions, and were as swift as the roes upon the
mountains; and no doubt both they and their neighbour tribe
Manasseh helped David against the band of rovers, for they were all
mighty men of valour; but David had the victory first of all assured
him of G:od. First and last Jehovah's help-His word, "I will help
thee"; I that" made heaven and earth "-was both his van and his
rearguard. Oh, happy is that man that I:lath the God of Jacob for
his help, for he shall run through a troop and leap over a wall; yea,
saith the Apostle, I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth
me. So in the spiritual conflict as recorded in Romans vii. we find
his spiritual experience faithfully recorded. We find him tracing out
the footsteps of the Lord's flock, things that abase the sinner, yet
exalt the faithfulness and love of QQd. By a Spirit·given discovery
of what he is indeed and in truth in fallen Adam, he is laid in the
dust of self-abasement: finding a law that when he would do good
evil is present with him. For, saith he, "I delight in the law of God
after the inward man: but I see another law in my members warring
against the law d my mind, and [Gad·like] bringing me into captivity
to the law of sin wnich is in my members. 0, wretched man that I
am! who shall deliver me from the body of t,his death ~" I thank
God, there is deliverance for such, there is an overcoming to such,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Surely this is the mercy of all mercies,
to overcome at the last. "So then," saith he, "with tbe mind I
myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin."
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There is then an overcoming to all God's own Gads of the worldsin, Satan, death, hell, and the grave. Who is he that overcometh
the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God ~ Was
not the Ethiopian Eunuch one of these ~ (Acts viii. 37). Were not
the beloved of Gpd in Rome, the called of Jesus Christ, such ~ " For
sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law
but under grace" (Rom. vi. 14). Did not the young men to whom
John wrote participate in this blessing of Gad ~ "I write unto you,
young men, because ye have overcome the wicked one" (John ii. 13).
And they overcame him-8atan, the accuser of our brethren-by the
blood of the Lamb and by tbe word of their testimony. And they
overcame death in that they loved not their lives unto the death.
Like blessed Cargill put to death in Edinburgh for his adherence to
truth, who said, "Welcome, death This is the happiest day that
ever my eyes did see." These spiritual Gadites of the Gospel dispensation overcame hell. They overcame that spirit of Antichrist of whom
John speaks in 1 John iv. 3, 4, which rose up out of the bottomless
pit and goes into perdition (Rev. xvii. 8). Antichristian Popish
teachers urge that they do not deny that Christ came in the flesh,
. and that they do not deny the Father and the Son; yet they do indeed
most certainly deny botll. The entire system of the papacy is nothing
less than a denial of both, not in word and profession,-no, but in deed
and in truth, as Judas professed Christ with a "Hail, Master, and
kissed Him," that he might deliver Him into the hands of His enemies.
So Popery brings in the Virgin Mary as an object of worship and
adoration, attributes to her that which belongs to God only, and
teaches her votaries to pray unto her to save them; and so doing, as
saith Isaiah, tbey pray unto a god that cannot save. "They have
no knowledge that set up the wood of their graven image, and pray
unto a god that cannot save" (Isa. xlv. 20). The more this matter
is searched into, the more evident it is discerned that popery as a
system denies that Christ is come in the flesh to finish the work His
Father gave Him to do, that His Father hath set Him as King, as
the alone King of Zion, on His holy hill of Zion, that He is the only
Mediator between God and men, and as such must reign until all His
enemies are made His footstool.
How blessedly enlarged in these Divine truths were our eminent
reformers of the sixteenth century. See we not the ancient word
and promise given to the Church by Noah fulfilled in them, viz., "God
'shall enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the tents of Shem; and
Canaan shall be his servant." Many times have they, the pagan and
the papal Antichrist, affiicted ME from my youth (the beginning of
the Gospel), may Israel now say; yet they have not prevailed against
me. And why! because the Lord Himself cut asunder their cords,
turned them back and confounded them, as the haters of His Zion.
Jabez was a man, so named because, said his mother, "I bare him
with sorrow," but to his honour it is recorded of him that he called
on the God of Israel for four special things: (1) To be a recipient
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of the blessing of the God of Jacob; (2) '1'0 be enlarged, to be brought
out of a strait into a large place, and have set upon his table that which
should be full of fatness (2 Cor. vi. 13); (3) That God's hand might
be with him, in providence and in grace; (4) That the Lord would
keep him from evil, and the evil one; which last petition is in full
accord with Christ's on behalf of all them that are His.
It was a sweet and sacred pleasure to me, the other day, to hear of
the d'eparture of Miss Lucy Pescod, one who had been a· reader of
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and who, when her dear pastor, Mr. Hazelton,
visited her was feelingly under a cloud, yet blessedly delivered therefrom at the last by her dear Redeemer and Great Deliverer. Jesus was
her Shepherd on earth (Song i. 17; Isa. xl. 11). And now, 10, He is
become her glorious portion in all the fulness and blessedness of a
vast eternity.
Like Gad, by a troop overcome, .
They fall, through the workings of sin;
Yet glory they not in their sbame,
But mourn their defilement within.
On Zion's bright summit above,
Victorious at last they shall stand,
Though now for a season they prove
The Canaanites still in the land."-(Kent.)
Birkenhead.
G. A.
U

U

THE HOUSE OF GOD "-BUILT OF LIVING STONES.
A WORD OF WARNING TO CHURCH DECORATORS.

By THE LATE REV. J. B. WADDINGTON, VICAR OF Low MOOR, CLITHEROE.
U

U

Surely in vain the net is spread in the sUjht of any bird."
-PROVERBS i. 17.
Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost? "
-1 CORINTHIANS vi. 19.

CHANCEL decorations, and the decoration of churches and chapels
at Easter and Harvest Festivals are a prominent part of the fashionable religion of the present day.
When their worldly and dangerous tendency is pointed out, the
following defence is often made;.
1. Nothing is too costly with which to adorn the house of God,
for after consecration He must be specially present in that building;
and then great sums were spent in erecting and adorning the Temple
at Jerusalem."
2. U Why should not churches be made as beautiful as art can make
them (as the houses of the wealthy are), and be decorated with fruits,
flowers, and vegetables at harvest thanksgivings ~ First fruits were
offered to God in the Old Testament dispensation."
3. It must be right to follow the Old Testament in matters of
ceremony so far as is suited to the present day, unless we would do
U

U
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away with the Old Testament Scriptures altogether, which would
include the Ten Commandments! "
Let us now consider this subject (the importance of which cannot
well be overestimated) with the Bible in our hands.
First, with regard to the oft-repeated term-" THE HOUSE OF GOD."
This we find only used of two places in the Bible-first, of Bethel
(Gen. xxviii. 22). Here there was no building erected, but a stone
set up for a pillar. Secondly, and that pre-eminently and repeatedly,
of the Temple and Tabernacle, for they may be considered as identical
(1 Kings vi. 1, etc.). This building (the only one ever called in Scripture " The House of God ") our Saviour called" My Father's House."
At each of these places the Divine presence was signally and visibly
manifested;. in the first by the vision of the ladder to heaven, evidently
representing the daysman, the ONE MEDIATOR (see John i. 51; Job ix.
33); and in the second place by the Shekinah, or cloud of glory, which
overshadowed the ark of the testimony in the most holy place with
its blood-stained Mercy-seat, which was a striking type of the only
way in which sinfi!l men can approach a holy God, and the only
condition on which a God of infinite justice can dwell with us, viz.,
the shedding and the applying of the blood of Christ-the GOD-MAN
Christ Jesus.
On turning to the New Testament, we look in vain, after the crucifixion, for any place or building called" The House of God." It must
be remembered that the temple was a part of the Old Testament
dispensation (a dispensation whose whole service was typical and
emblematic), and consequently DESTROYED; AND NOT TRANSFERRED
INTO A CHRISTIAN CATHEDRAL, as we might reasonably have expected
if its service was to be continued or adapted to the new dispensation.
But in the New Testament we read of believers in the Lord Jesus
Christ, who are ,a chosen people, washed in His own blood, and so
forgiven, saved, reconciled, complete, accepted in Him, who are called
"THE TEMPLE OF THE LIVING GOD," "an habitation of God through
the Spirit," "WHOSE HOUSE ARE WE." These assembled to worship
and praise Him, and hear His Word read and preached wherever they
found the most convenient place for that purpose (it might be in an
upper room, a river-side, or the seashore) according to His own
promise-,"where two or three are gathered together in My Name,
there am I in the midst of them."
The great rubrics, for Christian worship-eombining both godly
order and Christian liberty-are, "God is a Spirit: and they that
worship Him must worship Him in' Spirit and in truth" (John iv.
24). "Let, all things be done unto edifying " (1 Cor. xiv. 26). "Let
all things be done decently and in order" (v. 40).
But we look in vain for directions to erect a costly building, or any
intimation that such would be pleasing to Him. Contrast this with
the minute directions for the building and adorning of the tabernacle
and temple, and the express statement that He would 'dwell theTe.
The truth is-In the Old Testament we read of a material House, in
24
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the New Testament of a spiritual House, built of living stones, founded
on THE LIVING STONE, sauls quickened by the Holy Spirit-with
Christ as the only foundation" (1 Cor. ill. 11; Eph. ii. 1); for the
temple was 'l-0t only a type of Christ, but also of His mystical body,
the Church (1 Cor. ill. 2; vi. 19; Eph. ii. 20, 23; 1 Pet. ii. 5).
From this it would appear that any localizing of His presence is
plainly contrary to the teaching of the New" Testament. Therefore
we would say in our Master's words-" If they shall say, Behold,
He is in the secret place, believe it not"; for when He returns, and
His feet stand on the Mount of Olives, "every eye shall see Him."
The only special presence of the Lord Jesus now is in the hearts of
His believing people.
The poet Cowper, 1779, saw and expressed this important truth
very clearly when he wrote"Jesus, where'er Thy people meet,

There they behold Thy Mercy-seat;
Where'er they seek Thee Thou art found,
And every place is hallowed ground.
For Thou; within no walls confined,
Inhabitest the humble mind;
Such ever bring Thee where they come;
And going, take Thee to their home."
•
Our Saviour clearly pointed out the distinction between the localized
worship of the Old, and the spiritual worship of the New Dispensation,
in His conversation with the woman of Samaria (John iv. 20-24).
Therefore any adornment of any place of worship, or any attitude
or ceremony which would seem to countenance the false idea of any
special or local presence of Christ, excepting in the hearts and in the
midst of His believing people, is an error, the tendency of which is to
grow until it culminates and is fully developed in the" blasphemous
fable" of transubstantiation and the wafer-god, kept in the pix or
shrine on Roman Catholic altars!
Notice that the root of this deadly error (a tendency to which is
shown in regarding the chancel with greater reverence than the rest
of the building) lies in attempting to localize Christ's presence on
earth in this dispensation.
This constitutes a real danger in the present day, and one which is
evident to all who do not wilfully close their eyes against facts.
Dr. Fraser, Bishop of Manchester, in a letter to the Guardian, dated
May 22, 1885, wrote-" The Rev. W. J. E. Bennett, in the treatise
for which he was articled before the Judicial Committee of the Privy
Council in 1872, maintained 'the real, actual, and visible presence of
the Lord upon the altars of our churches'; and though in the second
edition of the work, in deference, it was understood, to the authority
of Dr. Pusey, he substituted a new form of words, ' the real and actual
presence of our Lord under the form of bread and wine upon the
altars of our churches,' he distinctly stated that his 'meaning in
writing the original passages was precisely the same as that which is

,
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now conveyed in the words substituted' (see report in the Times of
June 10, 1872). Again, in the much-discussed posthumous change in
a celebrated verse in The Ohristian Year, the presence of Christ in
, our co=union feast' is said as the passage is now read and published
to be ' in the heart as in the hands.' Words, I know, maybe made to
mean almost anything, but I respectfully submit to Canon Carter
that a presence which is 'upon the altars of our churches,' and' in the
hands' of communicants, and which Mr. Bennett at one time described
as 'visible,' is 'objectively localized.' If not, my comprehension of the
English tongue fails me."
" A modern writer on the Romanizing side, in an exhaustive sketch
of the so-called 'Catholic Revival,' naively cast in the shape of a
letter to a Popish priest in Germany, has openly and boastingly
avowed (p. 392) that, among the endless intrigues of the Anglo-Jesuit
party in England: 'Another very kindred opportunity for winning
our people to the love of beauty and ornament in public worship, is the
revival of "HarVest Festivals," now very general throughout the
country. The" Thanksgiving Service" is generally a musical one,
and the village church is sure to be richly decorated with flowers and
fruits for the occasion.' Now the very fact that one of the wire-pullers
of the Romanizing party among us finds satisfaction in reporting to
a foreign Romish priest the introduction-' revival' he calls it-Qf the
practice of ' decorating with flowers and fruit' the Protestant Churches
of our beloved land in connection with the worship of the God of our
Rome-martyred forefathers, ought to be enough to arouse the sus-·
picion of the most slothful of Christians. But we go further. God,
Who is a Spirit, and Who has Himself solemnly declared that 'in
spirit and in truth' only will He be worshipped, has set down before
us some terrible examples of His displeasure toward those who have
dared to prostitute the homage due unto His sacred Deity by introducing thereinto the elements of a materialism worthy of the cultus
of the pagan gods of ancient Greece and Rome. Indeed, the' revival'
of the practice of thus garnishing our places for Christian worship
owes its inspiration to an antiquity still higher than that of those
two corrupt Gentile empires; for the Babylon of the book of Genesis
-the embodiment of the bloodless faith of Cain-stands forth preeminent on the page of Holy Scripture as the prototype of all that is
sensuous and carnal in religion and worship. . Turning to the book of
Revelation, one of the distinguishing features of the latter-day Babylon
-the Babylon upon whose forehead is written 'Mys.tery '-is her
garniture, her meretricious decorations: 'Purple and scarlet colours,
decked with gold and precious stones and pearls.' The counterfeit
church is represented as sitting' upon many waters,' that is, as securing
the allegiance and worship of much people. The popularity of a
materialized Christianity is, to every observant and thoughtful mind,
one of the most lamentable and portentous aspects of the present
perilous times. The lust after something to please the eye and to
gratify the ear, in other words, to indulge the unregenerated nature of
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man, while rapidly and surely superseding tile spirituality and Scriptural simplicity of our national worship, is also educating the young
of the present generation in a sincere (though utterly antichristian)
belief that the religion of Cain, notwithstanding all that the Word of
God has said to the contrary, was rational, resthetic, and worthy of
man's highest commendation."-British Protestant,. Nov., 1884.
Hence the greatest care should be taken to abstain from all appearance of such an eviL The briuging of fruits and flowers to places of
worship at harvest festivals is (to say nothing of the distracting influence,
and the opportunity it affords for introducing floral crosses, etc., and
so preparing for such permanent, so-called ornaments) well calculated
to encourage the idea of some local presence of J ehovah, and tends to
encourage the delusion of the natural heart of man that God may be
approached by other offerings than the one already made and accepted
(Gen. iv. 3-5).
Here we come. to the argument mentioned-that by bringing fruits,
flowers, etc., to decorate our churches for harvest festivals, Easter,
etc., we are only carrying on the offerings of " first-fruits" under the
Old Testament dispensation. This argument completely fails. There
is no evjdence that these were brought into the temple, and even if
they were, the offering of the" first-fruits" was a part of the Ceremonial
Law which was given for a certain time and people, and was only a
" shadow of good things to come," and was typical of Christ and His
mystical body the Church and its spiritual service.
The transitory and local character of the Ceremonial Law is clearly
seen if we compare it with the MORAL LAW or TEN COMMANDMENTS,
for these were given to Moses amidst the thunders and lightnings of
Sinai, before the whole assembly of the children of Israei, written on
STONE, and by the FINGER OF GOD; whereas the Ceremonial Law was
written by Moses (though at the command of God) and only on parchment, which was not deposited with the tables of stone in the ark,
but probably only placed on the side.
'
St. Paul, writing by inspiration, says, that whosoever seeks to keep
one portion of the Ceremonial Law is debtor to the whole Law, and
bound to yield implicit obedience in every particular, and that this
would be a departure from the simplicity of the Gospel and faith in
Christ, and contrary to that spiritual worship which is pleasing to
God. St. Paul wrote to those Christians who would adopt certain
observances of the Ceremonial Law that they thus placed themselves
again under the Law, and that Christ had become of no effect to them,
for He will either be a whole and complete Saviour, or none at all;
and if our service is to be acceptable, it must be one which is not
divided between Jlim and His creatures.
(To be continued.)

"A MAN'S free-will cannot cure him even of the toothache, or of a
sore finger; and yet he madly thinks it is in its power to cure hIs
soul."-Toplady.

•

The, Gospel Magazine

369

SILVER WEDDING OF THE KING AND 'QUEEN.
THE silver wedding-day of their Majesties King George V. and Queen
Mary took place on Saturday, July 6th, last. No such event had
occurred in the case of a reigning sovereign since the year 1786, when
King George Ill. and Queen Charlotte observed a similar anniversary.
The twenty-fifth anniversary of our present beloved King and Queen
was observed by a thanksgiving service 'at St. Paul's Cathedral.
" Their Majesties' drive from Buckingham Palace to St. Paul's was a
triumphal progress, made to the continuous accompaniment of enthusiastic cheers. The thanksgiving service at the cathedral, attended
by a gathering of representatives of every interest in the Empire, was
marked by a solemn stateliness which was most impressive." The
hymns sung were" Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven" and the Old
Hundredth. An address was delivered by the Archbishop of Canterbury. The presence of a large number of wounded soldiers at the
service was a solemn reminder that the great War was still engaging
the attention of the nations of the earth. Following the service the
King and Queen drove to the Guildhall, where in the presence of a
brilliant assemblage they received a " dutiful and loyal address of the
Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Cummons of the City of London in Common
Council assembled." An historic reply was made by the King. Then
followed the presentation of a silver cup to their Majesties, formerly
belonging to Charles ll, and a cheque for £53,000 for their distribution
among various charities. In the course of the King's speech at the
Guildhall, he said, "We acknowledge with gratitude to Almighty God the many blessings bestowed upon us during those years. This anniversary falls at a time when the shadow of war lies heavily on our land,
and the very existence of the Empire is assailed by an unscrupulous
foe. In this time of trial it is our earnest desire to share the sorrows
of our people, and, so far as in us lies, to alleviate their sufferings."
We, tau, thank God for the mercies vouchsafed to our King and Queen,
and for the purity and happiness of their home life, and we pray that
our God may endue them plenteously with heavenly gifts, grant them
in health -and wealth long to live; that He may strengthen them that
they may vanquish and overcome all their enemies; and that, finally,
after this life, they may attain everlasting joy and felicity, through the
merits of Jesus Christ our Lord.
GOD SAVE THE KING."

National Day of Prayer.-His Majesty the King has expressed his
desire that Sunday, August 4th, being the fourth anniversary of
the War, should be observed with special solemnity as a National
Day of Prayer. The King and Queen, and the two Houses of
Parliament, will on that day attend a service of intercession on
behalf of the Nation and Empire, in St. Margaret's Church, W~st
minster.
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THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
To OUR READ~S.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL lI'I:AGAZlNE are very grateful to all its
readers who have responded so warmly to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
Fund since the last considerable rise in the cost of producing this timehonoured MAGAZINE.. The generous response of our many friend~
has cheered their hearts and enabled them to continue the muchneeded testimony to those distinctive truths for which the Magazine
stands.
They much regret, however, that the printers have again felt obliged
to notify another serious rise in .the cost of production, beginning
with the July number. The increase in the postal rates will arso add
greatly to the yearly expenditure. The whole subject was considered
by the Trustees at their recent meeting, and they feel sure that the
friends of distinctive truth will still rally round this, the oldest
religious Magazine, in this crisis in its history. It is well known that
all newspapers and magazines are affected by the increased cost of
pape.r and other materials, and the great advance in wages. It would
be a great calamity, however, if this disastrous war were to silence
the testimony to God's truth which we seek to bear by means of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
The Trustees, therefore, confidently appeal. to all its readers and
friends for continued and increased support. They suggest that a
large number may feel it a privilege to send regular annual subscriptions to this Fund, as they are in the habit of doing for the support
of other departments of God's work. The increasing apostasy from
the old truths makes it imperative that testimony to those great
doctrines of grace, revealed in God's inspired and infallible Word,
should still be lovingly and unflinchingly borne in the pages of this
Magazine.
Donations or Subscriptions may be sent, as before, to the J?nblisher
or to the Editor.
The Trustees very gratefully acknowledge the receipt of the following
sums :£ s. d.
£ s. d.
050
Mrs. H. Wild ..
0 3 6 Mrs. W. Croft ..
100
Mr. F. North ..
0 2 0 Rev. T. Houghton
.. 0 1 0 Miss Ross
o 40 0
Mrs. Elliott

..

" MASTER! CAREST THOU NOT THAT WE PERISH 1 "
THESE words were uttered nearly nineteen hundred years ago, on an
occasion of great outward distress and peril. It may be well to recall
the special circumstances that called forth this bitter cry of anguish,
for in substance the same sad groan is rising from many hearts to-day.
The circumstances, then, were these: the Lord Jesus had been very
fully occupied throughout the day in p~eaching and expounding the
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_ true word of the Gospel. When night drew on He bade His disciples
warn the multitude that it was time for them to return to their homes.
He then entered a small sailing ship with His disciples, and directed
them to steer for the opposite shore.
It needs to be aLways borne in mind that though the Lord Jesus is
true and very God, yet He took upon Him human nature. He was
truly and really man, and as man He was exhausted with the day's
labours, and lay down to rest in the stern of the boat. Whilst thus
reposing, a mighty storm of wind arose, and the waters were dashed
into the ship until it was full. Whence came this wild hurricane?
Whence came this attempt to sink the ship in which the Lord Jesus
was sleeping after the toils of the day-a day faithfully spent about
" His Father's business"? Are we not told that Satan is " the prince
of the power of the air" (Eph. ii. 2), and did not Satan send that great
wind that caused the death of all Job's children? (Job ii. 19). And
are we not warnea to fight against" spiritual wickedness" that manifests itself in the air? (Eph. vi. 12).
This seemingly alarming condition of things filled the disciples with
much consternation, aild caused them to utter the bitter cry, verging
on despair, "Master, carest Thou not that we perish? "
" God giveth not account of any of His matters" (Job xxxiii. 13 ;
but this we know, He permits some things to happen by way of judgment, some things to prove the faith of His people, and some things
to demonstrate who are Hi&,A>nd who are mere professors.
One of old has well written" By prayer let me wrestle,
And He will perform ;
With Christ in the vessel,
I smile at the storm."
The fact that the disciples turned in their need to the Lord proves
that they believed He could help. This point is apt to be overlooked
because of the greater impression made upon the mind by reason of the
anguish expressed in their doleful cry. The need was great. He
heard their prayer. He arose at once. He rebuked the wind. (This
is a remarkable expression. It shows that the wind was under an evil
influence.) The wind ceased, and there was a great calm. To the
sea,-which could not remain quiet under the powerful sway of the
wind,-the Lord only spake, and it was still.
It will be of profit to all those who fear and reverence the lAIrd
Almighty to ponder much uPon this instructive incident. Satan," thll
prince of the Power of the air," or the powerful ruler, who is as invisible
as the air, and who reigns there in some mysterious manner, and who
acts upon men and women, people and nations (who are compared in
Scripture to " sea "), has come forth in great wrath (Rev. xii. 12). He
has stirred up an awful conflict, and to many it seems as though all
must be swept away. This follows a period of great Gospel light and
.
privilege.
In their anguish and fearfulness many appear to cry out, "·Lord!
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carest Thou not that we perish 1" "Carest Thou not that Thy Truth,
Word, Cause, and people seem on the point of being swallowed up in
the general commotion 1 "
Well may the words of our Lord ring in our ears, "Why are ye so
fearful 1 How is it that ye have no faith 1" Well do we merit the
r~u~.
.
It was night when the disciples uttered their reproachful cry, and it
must be a time of spiritual night with God's people when they give way
.
to similar fears.
The question contains its own condemnation. To raise it is to
answer it.
When believers are bidden to " cast all their care upon Him; for He
careth for them" (1 Pet. v. 7), and when they are exhorted to "be
careful for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with
thanksgiving to let their requests be made known unto God," and when
the promise is added, ." and the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus"
(Phi!. iv. 6, 7), when such directions as these are given, it behoves
God's people to pray, "Lord, increase our faith" (Luke xvii. 5), and
grant us Thy peace, and suffer us not to doubt the power of "the
Everlasting Arms" (Deut. xxxiii. 27) to support all who have made
" the Eternal God their Refuge."
P.,IB.
ECHOES FROM A COUNTRY CHURCH.
THE SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON PREACHED IN SEVINGTON PARISH
CHURCH, ON SUNDAY EVENING, JUNE 6TH, 1918,
BY THE REV. R. J. NOYES, B.D., RECTOR.
"Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the
Spirit, unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another
with a pure heart fervently."-l PETER i. 22.

OUR New Testament lesson this evening commenced with these words,
to which I have been led, as I trust, to" preach," i.e., to proclaim, God's
message.
. 1. And, first, let me ask: Who are the persons concerning' whom
these words were written 1 We learn from the opening of the Epistle
(R.V.) that they were" the Elect," " Sojourners of the Dispersion,"
i.e., those Hebrew Christians who were scattered throughout the provinces of Asia Minor. . The Jews of the Dispersion had heard the glad
tidings of Christ, as the Apostle Paul says (Rom. x. .18), "Have they
not heard 1 Yes, verily, their sound went into all the earth, and
their words unto the ends of the world." But as it was at Rome,
"Some believed the tllings which were spoken, and some believed
not" (Acts xxviii. 24). Those who believed were, as is invariably
the case, sanctified by the Spirit (v. 2.) The new birth had taken
place (v. 23), " Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incor-

,
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ruptible, by the word of God which liveth and abideth for ever."
Hence they" obeyed the truth" (vv. 2 and ,22). They acknowledged
the Lord Jesus as the Christ of God; they trusted in His death for
their redemption (w. 18 and 19), "Forasmuch as ye know that ye
were not redeemed with corruptible things as silver and gold "" . but
with the precious blood of Christ." His blood was "precious"; it
had been sprinkled upon their hearts and consciences by the grace and
power of the Holy Spirit (v. 2). In this way it was made manifest that
they were" the Elect,"----{lhosen of God according to His foreknowledge (v. 2). To these the Apostle Peter wrote this inspired letter.
These are the persons to whom he writes, "Ye have purified your
souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit."
11. Let us notice, secondly, that the Holy Scriptures speak often of
" the truth." Christ Himself is the Truth. "I am the Way, and THE
TRUTH, and the Life" (John xiv. 6). ,He bore witness to the truth,
as He said to Pilate: "To this end was I born, and for this cause came
I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth" (John
xviii. 37). The Apostles, taught by "THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH," wrote
the" Scripture of Truth," as did the Prophets and men of God of old
time, who" spoke as they were moved by the Holy Ghost" (2 Pet. i.
21). The Apostle John speaks much of "the truth" in his three
epistles, as in the second epistle, ,from which we learn that" the truth"
is "the doctrine of Christ" (v. 9). "Whosoever transgresseth, and
abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth
in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son." And
in his first epistle (chap. ii. 21) we read, " I have not written unto you
because ye know not the truth, but because ye know it, and that no
lie is of the truth. Who is a liar, but he that denieth that Jesus is the
Christ 1 "
I was much struck a day or two ago with the reading of the R.V. of
Psalm cxix. 160-" THE SUM OF THY WORD IS TRUTH."
Ill. We see, thirdly, the purifying power of the truth. "Seeing ye
have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit."
For this our Lord prayed (John xvii. 17), " Sanctify them through Thy
Truth: Thy Word is Truth," and previously to this He had declared
(John xv. 3), "Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken
unto you." When the truth is " oOOyed through the Spirit"; when
the Gospel of the grace of God is believed, through the effectual calling
of the Holy Spirit, it purmes the soul. Peter's words addressed to the
Council of the Apostles and Elders at Jerusalem are (Acts xv. 7-9),
" Men and brethren, ye know how that a good while ago God made
choice among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word
of the gospel, and'believe. And God, which knoweth the hearts, bare
them \vitness" giving them the Holy Ghost, even as He did unto us;
and put no difference between us and them, PURIFYING THEIR HEARTS
BY FAITH."

Those who have" purmed their souls in obeying the truth through
the Spirit," are sanctified-separated-and "Denying ungodliness
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and worldly lusts live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present
world."
IV. Lastly, we note its blessed effects. "Seeing ye have purified
your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit, unto unfeUjned love of
the lYrethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently."
All issues in sincere love towards all who" love the Lord Jesus Christ
in sincerity." "For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth
anything, nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love"
(Gal. v. 6).
Love is the crowning Christian grace, and where it reigns how beautiful is its fruit!
If, and when, it reigns in a Church, there will be no backbitings and
evil surmisings, or harsh judgments! On the contrary, the fainthearted will be encouraged, the weak supported, and longsuffering
exercised towards all (1 Thess. v. 14). The erring brother will be
restored, one another's burdens borne, and the necessity of the saints
ministered unto (Gal. vi. 1, 2, and Heb. vi. 10).
If, and when, Christian love reigns in a family, there will be no
bickerings between husband and wife; no disobedience to parents;
no mere" eye-service" on the part of servants !
In speaking as I have done, I lay stress upon the point that this is
when Christian love is in exercise. Alas, through the frailty of human
nature, and the devices of Satan, it often breaks down, and the Christian Church and the Christian family presents a different spectacle to
the world!
What a different Church the Church of Christ on earth would appear
did love reign~id all the members " love one another with a pure
heart fervently."
.
And what a different world this would be if love reigned among men!
No cruel wars leading to the horrible slaughter of multitudes of mankind, originally created" in the image of God "! No! No! love is
not reigning, except in the chosen, redeemed, and called family of God,
and even there the love of many is waxed cold.
In conclusion, Bear the word of exhortation. "SEE THAT YE LOVE
ONE ANOTHER WITH A PURE HEART FERVENTLY." Our Lord said:
" By this shall all men know that ye are My disciples, if ye have love
one to another" (John xiii. 35), and His Apostle John entreats (1 John
iii. 18 and 19), "My little children, let us not love in word, but in deed
and in truth. And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall
assure our hearts before Him."

" I GOT more true knowledge from reading the Book of God in one
month, than I could ever have acquired from all the writings of men.
Oh, what sweet communion had I daily; how often have I been
carried out beyond myself when meditating in the fields! "-George
While{i.eld.

•

The Gospel Magazine

375

THOUGHTS ON PSALM CXIX, 155-158.

By THE LATE REV. W. LUSH, A.K.C., RECTOR OF STRETTON-EN-LEFIELD, ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH.
(Continued from page 326.)
Verse 155. "Salvation is far from the wicked, because they seek not
Thy statutes." Reader, is this thy case 1 Pause for one moment
and ask thyself the question. Think what it is to be far off from
God, far off from hope, far off from happiness; and instead of far
off, oh, how near it may be to the pouring out on thee of that wrath
under which thou abidest (John iii. 36). The believer can say, " Now
is our salvation nearer than when we believed"; not in one sense,
for salvation is the present possession of the weakest believer; but
the full enjoyment of all the blessings connected with salvation, as it
. regards both body and soul, these are nearer day by day; for death,
that puts an end to strife, shall put an end to sin and all its bitter
consequences; and even to those who are strangers to these blessings,
it is our privilege to say, "Ye who some time were fiu off, are made
nigh by the blood of Christ." This blessed fact we announce as we
proclaim the glad tidings to every creature, that through this Man,
even Jesus, is preached to you the forgiveness of sins, and by Him all
that believe are justified from all things. Oh, if some thoughtless
one should cast his eye on these pages, and feel how truthfully the
words belong to him, " Salvation is far from the wicked," may he be
led to feel his need of a Saviour.
Verse 156. "Manifold are Thy compassions, 0 Jehovah; according
to Thy judgments quicken me." Not providential mercies only, which
are many and undeserved, and constantly repeated, but Thy special
mercies in Christ, which How from the tenderness of Thy heart. The
mercifullovingkindnesses of God to His people are many as to quantity,
there being a multitude of them to be reckoned up, and for quality
they are wonderful, beyond expression and conception, proceed from
unmerited love, rich, free, sovereign grace, and last tor ever. The
word" judgments" here signifies the promises annexed to the commandments.
Verse 157. "Many are my persecutofs and oppressors; from Thy
testimonies I decline not." Who had such a host aITayed against him
as the Saviour 1 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He
opened not His mouth. His whole life is a commentary on this verse,
and yet how faithful. To His fiercest enemies. He could say, " Which
of you convicteth Me of sin 1" To His followers He said, "Ye shall
be hated of all men for My Name's sake." "If they have persecuted
Me, they will also persecute you," but blessed are ye that are persecuted
for rightousness'-sake; fear none of those things which thou shalt
suffer, for the servant is not greater than his Lord; and yet if. we
taste one drop of that cup which Jesus drank even to the dregs, how
hard we think it, and oftentimes seek to render evil for evil, and railing
for railing. Thou Saviour of sinners, how unlike are Thy people to
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Thee. Happy they who, beholding as in a glass Thy glory, are changed
into the same image, and who can realize their position as fitly described
in the words,"How bitter that cup no heart can conceive,

Which He drank quite np that sinners might live;
His way was much rougher and darker. than mine;
Did Jesus thus suffer, and shall I repine?"
Verse 158. "I see traitors, and am sickened-those who keep not
Thy saying." The wicked are called traitors against God their rightful
Sovereign. In their measure the saints of God have in this sickening
been imitators of Jesus. "Woe is me," saith the Psalmist, "that I
dwell in Meshech, and have my habitation amongst the tents of
Kedar." So Josiah and Jeremiah, and the Apostle Paul says, " Many
walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you, even weeping,
that they are the enemies of the cross of Ohrist"; and here surely
is one mark of a tender conscience and of the fear of God in the heart.
Do we possess it ~
"THE INSPIRATION OF THE SCRIPTURES."
(See series ot articles with this title by the Rev. J. P. Wiles, M.A., in the
January to June numbers ot the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.)
No treasure on earth like the Word God has spoken;
My Counsellor, Guide, and Companion is here:
Of God's love for man this sweet book is the token,
No gold of such value! No friend half so dear.
They err, who declare God is speaking no longer;
In each sacred page there is sounding His voice;
As we read on, the witness of truth waxes stronger;
And in these blest oracles .faith can rejoice.
The Spirit, Who gave it, shows under the letter
A depth none can fathom, which lies in the Word;
The spirit of man no opinions shall fetter
Who dives into truth's ocean, led by the Lord.
The conscience is stirred by these thunders from heaven,
They bring to the soul a conviction of guilt;
.
A longing for Christ by the Scriptures is given;
And they lead to the blood once on Calvary spilt.
The book is the touch of the Master, life giving!
It brings a New Life the Creator' bestows!
'Tis the Bread which is only enjoyed by the living:
And on it each child of God banquets and-$rows.
o glorious God! by Thy Spirit's life thrilling
Our souls as we read, we own this is Thy Word:
That Spirit, the page with Thy Majesty filling,
Constrains us to cry·: In this Book is the Lord!
WILLIAM OLNEY.
June 14, 1918.

I
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor 0/ the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-I much regret to announce that through being called
into the Army I must for the present relinquish the Mission work. If
friends will continue to send magazines and books, I shall be thankful;
for such an old book-collecting agency ought not to be allowed to
lapse at a time when the need for witness is even greater than ever.
Arrangements have been made for continuing the despatch and distribution of literature to our soldiers and sailors. Soliciting the continued sympathy and prayer of our friends at this time of crisis,
Yours sincerely,
6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, July, 1918.

THJ<; LATE REV. J. B. WADDINGTON AND PROTESTANTISM.
By THE EDITOR.
WE much regret to have to record the death of the Rev. J. B.
Waddington, late Vicar of Low Moor, Clitheroe, Lancashire. Since
his retirement in 1910 he had been living in Southport, and he passed
away on Sunday, June 16, at the ripe age of 82. Our knowledge of
Mr. Waddington dates from about the year 1884, when we became a
member of the Evangelical Protestant Union which he founded. It
was our privilege on several occasions to attend the Annual Conferences
of the Union held at 100, Corporation Street, Manchester, and we
were greatly profited and stimulated by the faithful testimony given
on those occasions by readers of papers and speakers. It was at these
Conferences that we first heard Mr. Ormiston (then in his prime), the
late Editor of this MAGAZINE. Here, too, we listened profitably to
such men as the late James Inskip (of Bristol), the Hon. Carteret Hill
(of Tunbridge Wells), Thomas Smelt (of Manchester), Archdeacon Taylor
(of Liverpool), the Revs. Abraham Haworth (Rector of St. Catharine's,
Manchester), the Rev. Charles Marshall (of Christ Church, Harpurhey),
the Rev. Hely Hutchinson Smith (Vicar of Market Rasen), the Rev.
E. Jump (Vicar of St. Paul's, Deansgate, Bolton), the Rev. E. H. F.
Cosens (of Tewkesbury);and the Rev. Dr. Wilkinson (of Leamington).
All these are now in heaven. The Rev. Thomas Dickinson (the present
Rector of St. Clement's, Higher Openshaw) was also a regular speaker
at these Conferences, and to him also we listened with profit. Mr.
Johnson (the Vicar of St. Saviour's, Bacup) and the Rev. Charles

.

..

378

.

The Gospel Magazine

Guest (of Burton-on-Trent) are two others whose testimony we recall.
They, too, are no longer with us. The Annual Sermon was frequently
preached at St. Catharine's, Manchester, and it was here we first
heard Mr. Ormiston preach. One of the congregation of that church
is now the secretary of the Church Association (Mr. J. W. D. Barron).
On the platform of the Evangelical Protestant Union was sounded
forth distinctive testimony to the great doctrines of grace and to the
great principles of the Reformation. The old Evangelical paths of
simplicity in worship were also earnestly insisted on. Mr. Waddington
rendered great service to the cause of truth by founding this Union.
We helieve its last meeting, while Mr. Waddington held the post of
secretary, was in October, 1909, when we ourselves had the privilege
of preaching the Annual Sermon at the Rev. T. Dickinson's Church,
and also of reading a paper at the Conference on "Prayer Book
Revision Proposals." The Union has now heen incorporated with
the Church Association: All the members of the Union signed a
statement in which they expressed their belief in the Bible as "the
,inspired Word of God," and the sole Rule of Faith. They declared
their belief in the "total depravity of man, as a fallen and helpless
being, dead in trespasses and sins." They affirmed their belief in
" One only Sacrifice for sin-the perfect offering of the Son of God,
finished for ever upon the cross, and that it is a blasphemous fable
and dangerous deceit to 'pretend to repeat or continue it." They
maintained" that the benefits of Christ's merits are received by faith
only, and without any human merit or priestly intervention," and
" that Holy Scripture teaches that the punishment of those who die
unbelieving and impenitent will never end." They held that "it
is the office of the Holy Spirit to quicken the souls of the elect, working
in them repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus
Christ," and" that all who are the children of God by faith in Jesus
Christ, form one true and universal Ohurch, and are thus united as
one in Christ, their Covenant Head."
They rejected and protested-against" the doctrine commonly known
as ' Baptismal Regeneration,' as a pernicious Romish error; the usual
means used by the Holy Spirit in the new birth being the Word of
God."
They rejected "as a dangerous error, the doctrine that Christ is
present in, or receiv.ed with, the elements of Bread and Wine in the
Lord's Supper." The clerical members of the Union, who were
incumbents, all wore, and pledged themselves to continue to wear,
when preaching in their own churches, the academical gown. They
regarded the black gown as " a mark of a sound evangelical Protestant
pastor, who has not removed from the old Reformation moorings.
The clerical members also bound themselves "not to sanction the
introduction of surpliced choirs into their churches, as they prepared
the way for processions with crosses, and banners with pictures of
the Virgin and Romish. saints, and so made way for an idolatrous
in place of a Scriptural, service." On the original Council of this
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Union we notice the names of the Rev. Alfred Hewlett, D.D. (Vicar
of Astley, 1I1anchester), and the Rev. S. A. Walker, 1I1.A. (Rector of
St. 1I1ary-Ie-Port, Bristol).
Amongst the reasons for which the
.Evangelical Protestant Union was formed are the following: "Because
, Evangelicals' are deserting their old position, fraternizing with
traitors, and making concessions in practice, in decorating their churches
and conducting their services, which, if continued, will assuredly be
followed by fatal and soul-destroying concessions in doctrine."
"Because by such a course 'Evangelicals' are carrying out the
Ritualistic 'plan of the campaign' against Protestantism." The
members of the Evangelical Protestant Union believe" that we ought
to look for success to the Holy Spirit's blessing upon His Own Word,
faithfully preached, and not to services conducted to suit the taste
and fashion of a fallen world." If these reasons were cogent then,
when this Union was formed, how much more are they now! What
big strides in the direction of fraternizing with traitors and in the
direction of making concessions in doctrine and practice have professed Evangelicals made since the year 1879, when this Union was
established. "The work of the Union," says 1111'. Waddington, "is
essentially PROTESTANT. While exhorting its members to 'speak the
truth in love,' it expects them uncompromisingly to oppose error
whether in doctrine or practice, and especially to oppose the begmning
of any movement in a wrong direction. To abstain from fraternizing
with Ritualists or Rationalists. To oppose the use of the surplice
in the pulpit or for choirs-the intoning of the prayers by the minister,
or the singing of them by the choir-the' Eastward position' at the
Lord's table; or the use of such books as' Hymns Ancient and 1I10dern '
by the congregation."
.
We recall the early Conferences of this Union with peculiar pleasure,
and we keenly miss the faithful men who in those days stood firm
against Ritualistic and Rationalistic teachings and innovations. A
distinct changll for the worse seems to have come over a large number
of those who call themselves Evangelical. Surpliced choirs, intoned
prayers, and harvest decorations are the order of the day. Hymns
Ancient and 1I10dern, which we heard a member of 1I1r. Waddington's
Union call 'Hymns Popish and Protestant' are found in many
professedly Evangelical Churches. Such a hymn as " We Love Thine
Altar, Lord," is often sung by Evangelical congregations. The eastward position at the Lord's table is now tolerated if courtesy (1)
demands it by the Evangelical Church lIiissionary Society, and many
professed Evangelical clergymen adopt it on occasion. The plenary
inspiration of the Bible is rejected and 1I10dern Higher Critical views
of the Bible have taken its place. "The total depravity of man,
as a fallen and helpless being, dead in trespasses and sins," is a
doctrine held by few, and the comforting doctrine of election mns~ on
no account be mentioned. A really simple service and the distinctive
preaching of the pure Gospel are now very rarely met with in the
Church of England. Yet we mnst not lose hope. The cause of God
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must triumph in. the end. The removal of the stalwarts of the past
depresses us, but God may still have a remnant of faithful witnesses.
In any case the deepening darkness is a sure indication of the approaching .Dawn, when the Sun of Righteousness shall arise.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

•

THE Camberwell Home Anniversary was well attended. Two sermons
from Philemon were preached by the Rev. WaIter Brooke, of West
Street Chapel, Croydon. A ration tea was provided in the garden.
The collections were for the Benevolent Fund for aiding sick and infirm
inmates. This fund ;>nd the Coal Fund are heavily drawn upon,
additional support being needed.
.
There are 1144 pensioners upon the books, and the expenditure
has recently been increased by the election of thirty to the Ten Guinea
Pension. One hundred and eighty of the recipients are inmates of
the Society's seven Homes, at all of which visits of friends are cordially
welcomed. The gardens are in their summer beauty, and om old
folk are glad to converse with other pilgrims upon the way the Lord
has led them.
Mr. and Mrs. McCarthy again invited the Society's friends to their
garden, in De Crespigny Park, for the South London Sale of Work,
which was opened by Lady Pearce-Gould; the sum of £110 lOs. 6d.
was received. Collections after sermons grow in number and prove
one of the best ways of interesting God's people in a work which He
has so graciously blessed for III years. Our pensioners are" old
disciples"; their years give power to testimony that youthful words
can never carry. Divine strength has been made perfect in weakness,
and- our friends stand in rich experience "to show that the Lord is
upright, and there is no unrighteousness in Him."
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THE KEY TO HAPPINESS. By H .. H. MARTIN. Pp. 32. Price lid.,
post free 2d.; 12 for Is. 8d.; 30 for 4s.; 50 for 5s. 6d.; 100 for
10s. 6d. (Protestant Truth Society, 4, St. Paul's Churchyard,
E.C.4.)
" The Key to Happiness" is bright, fresh, racy and helpful. The
author believes that the Bible is the inspired Word of God, and
attributes his salvation to the power of grace. This is saying a good
deal. The booklet abounds with good things, though if we had the
author to ourselves we should be inclined to make a few friendly
criticisms.

