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AN APPEAL TO OUR READERS.
THE .. GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
TWELVE months ago we placed before our readers, on
behalf of our Co-Trustees, a frank statement of our financial position. In consequence of the greatly increased cost
of printing and postage we felt it necessary to make an
urgent appeal for prayer- and for regular financial help.
The Trustees desire to thank God for His gracious answer
to our united prayers. They praise Him for enabling them
to meet all their ooligations for the year 1920, and they
warmly thank our many readers, rich and poor, for their
liberal response to our appeal.
They wish, however, to remind them that the need is
no less urgent than it was twelve months ago. The
Magazine is published very considerably below eost price,
and only by the regular help of our many friends can it
continue to be issued. The need of testimony to the great
doctrines of grace was never greater. The Trustees, therefore, confidently look up to our Covenant-keeping God still
to dispose the hearts of His scattered people to supply
them with the necessary funds to carry on this important
work. They would also urge our readers to use all their
influence to increase the circulation.
Donations and Annual Contributions may be sent to the
Publisher, l'yir. Samuel Arnold, 74 Strand, London, W.C. 2,
or to the Editor.
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" Who comfortetb us in all our tribulation, that we may be tl.ble to comfort them which are ill an
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are oomforted of 000."-2 COR. i. 4.

THE PRIESTHOOD OF CHRIST.
" Seeing then that we have a great high Priest, that is passed into
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fost our profession."
-lIEB. iv. 14.

IT is a remarkable fact that nothing is said about the priesthood
of CHRIST in any of the books of the New Testament except in
the Epistle to the Hebrews. This great truth is implied, however,
though not expressly stated, both in our LORD'S teaching and also
in that of His apostles. A priest is one who offers a sacrifice to
secure redemption or deliverance from the penalty of sin for him
in whose stead the sacrifice is offered. This is what CHRIST did as
the Priest of His people. As the high Priest of good things to
come He obtained eternal redemption for all His people by His
Own blood (Heb. ix. 11, 12, 15). Every reference, therefore,
which he makes to His Own substitutionary, sacrificial, and redeem·
ing death is a reference to His priestly work. He declares that
He came" to give His life a ransom for many." He states that
His blood was "shed for many for the remission of sins" (Matt.
xx. 28; xxvi. 28). In giving His life and shedding His blood
He was exercising one of the great functions of a high priest.
The Apostle Paul implies the doctrine of CHRIST'S priesthood
over and over again when he speaks of CHRIST'S death for our
sins, His being made sin for His people, His redeeming them from
the curse by being made a curse for them, His giving Himself as
" an offering and a sacrifice to GoD for a sweet.smelling savour."
(See 1 Cor. xv. 3; 2 Cor. v. 21; Gal. iii. 13; Ephes. v. 2). The
Apostle Peter implies the same truth wheu he speaks of CHRIST
as the LAMB, without blemish and without spot, redeeming His
people with His Own precious blood, and when he says that" He
bare our sins in His OW11 body on the tree" (1 Pet. i. 18, 19; ii.24).
The Apostle John implies the truth of CHRIST'S priesthood when
he speaks of CHRIST as "the propitiation for our sins," and as the-
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One Who hat11 "washed us from our sins in Ris Own blood"
(1 John ii. 2; iv. 9; Rev. i. 5, 6). Every reference therefore to
our LORD'S atoning death is also a reference to His priestly work.
In the Old Testament a double type is used to set forth this office
of our LORD JESUS CHRIST. It is clear that both Aaron and
Melchisedec were types of CHRIST as the high Priest of His people.
Psalm cx. is 'evidently Messianic (compare Psalm cx. 1, 4, with
Mark xii. 35-37). In that psalm we are taught that Melchisedec
was a type of CHRIST as the King-Priest of His people. It is
important that we should have clear ideas concerning this great
and blessed truth. We therefore ask the attention of our readers
to the following points which it seems to us are taught by the
Scriptures of truth.
1. TVe are taught that our Lord u the Divinely-appointed Priest
01 His people.
In the Epistle to the Hebrews we have a Scriptural definition
of a high priest: "Every high priest taken from among men is
ordained for men in things pertaining to GOD, that he 1mty ofjer
both gilts and sacrifices lor sins: who can have compassion on the
•
ignorant, and on them that are out of the way; for that he himself
is compassed with infirmity (i.e., moral infirmity). And by reason
hereof he ought, as for the people, so also fOt" himself, to ofje'r lor
sins" (Heb. v. 1-3). Clearly then the great function of a priest
was to offer a sacrifice for sin. In the case of a Jewish high priest,
seeing that he himself was a sinner, he had to offer' a sacrifice for
his own sins as well as for the sins of the people. As, however,
our great high Priest was" without sin," He had to offer a sacrifice
only for the sins of His people. But," No man taketh this honoill'
tmto himself, but he that is called 01 God, as was Aaron. So also
CHRIST glorified not Himself to be made an high priest; but He
that said unto Him, Thou art My Son, to-day have I begotten
Thee. As He saith also in another place, Thou art a Priest for
ever after the order of Melchisedec" (Heb. v. 4-6). Under the
old Covenant the high priest was not self-appointed. Aaron was
called of GOD to execute this office. So CHRIST was not selfappointed. His Father chose and appointed Him for this office~
His resurrection from the dead demonstrated both His Divine
sonship and His priestly office. He is GOD'S Son from eternity.
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The Father o\vned Him as His Son at His baptism, but His Sonship
was infallibly demonstrated by His resurrection from the dead.
In like manner He was a Priest before His resurrection. He
exercised His chief priestly function when He offered Himself as
a sacrifice 'for sin. His resurrection from the dead, however,
demonstrated that He was the Son of the living GOD, and therefore
that He was the long-promised Prophet, Priest and King of His
people. His prophetic office was exercised personally before His
death and subsequently through the HOLY SPIRIT. In like manner
His Priesthood of atonement was exercised while He was on earth,
and His priesthood of intercession is exercised in heaven. Our
incarnate SAVIOUR then was " called of God an high Priest after the
ol'der of Melchisedec" (Heb. v. 10). We can therefore look to
Him as our duly and Divinely-authorized high Priest. Authority
from heaven was given to Him to act as the priestly mediator
between GOD and men, and His ministry as Priest is therefore
acceptable to GOD on His people's behalf. No other human
being has been Divinely-appointed under the New Covenant to
exercise priestly functions. CHRIST alone has been Divinely called
to this office. If any man claims to be a sacrificing priest under
the New Covenant, we should ask for his authority to hold such
an office. No such authority can be produced. It follows that
CHRIST, and CHRIST alone, is the Priest under the New Covenant.
The claims of all other so-called priests are invalid, and their
so-called sacrifices are vain and useless.
2. Secondly, u'e are taught that Christ is the incarna.te Priest of
His people.
A priest is a mediator, one who offers a sacrifice for sin to GOD
on behalf of men. In order that CHRIST might be able to offer
Himself as a propitiatory sacrifice for sin He must needs become
mail. Hence we read, "Forasmuch as the children <lre partakers
of flesh and blood, He also Himself likewise took palt of the same;
that through death He might destroy him that had the power of
death, that is, the devil; and deliver them who through fear of
death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. . . . Wherefore
in all things it behoved Him to be made like unto His brethren,
that He might be a merciful and faithful high Priest in things
pertaining to GOD, to make reconciliation (R.V. has to make
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propitiation) for the sins of the people" (Heb. ii. 14, 15, 17). Here
again it is evident that His propitiatory sacrifice was a priestly
work. As high Priest He made propitiation for the sins of the
people, and His incarnation was needed to that end. Moreover,
as a high priest should be able to have compassion on the ignorant,
CHRIST needed to become incarnate that He might be able fully
to sympathize with His tempted people. It is because He was,
as man, tempted or tried in all points like as we are that He is a
high Priest Who can be touched with the feeling of our infirmities.
Moreover, "in that He Himself hath suffered being tempted, He
is able to succour them that are tempted" (Heb.ii. 18; iv. 15).
There is no conceivable trial in which He cannot tenderly sympathize with His dear and beloved people.

"In every pang that rends the heart,
The MAN OF SORROWS hath a part:
He sympathizes with our grief,
And to the sufferer sends relief."
3. Thirdly, u'e are taught that Chr·ist ~1; the atoning Priest oi His
people.
To make propitiation for the sins of His people was, as we have
seen, a principal part of His priestly office (see Heb. ii. 17; v. 1).
This was what Aaron did· on the day of atonement. He went
into the second part of the tabernacle "alone once every year,
not without blood, which he offered for himself, and for the errors
of the people." "But CHRIST being come an high Priest of good
things to come by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made
with hands, that is to say, not of this building; neither by th~
blood of goats and calves, but by His Own blood He entered iu
once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption ior us.
For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer
sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the puriiying oi the flesh: how
much more shall the blood of CHRIST, Who through the eternal
Spirit offered Himself without spot to GOD, purge your conscience
from dead works to serve the living GOD" (Heb. ix. 7, ll-14).
The sacrifices of the Jewish priests were, however, only typical.
It was not possible that they could take away sin. " Every
priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same
sacrifices, which can never take away sins: but this Man, after He
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had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right
hand of GOD." His sacrifice was offered, and only needed to be
offered, once. Hence, having finished His atoning work, He sat
down. "For by one offering He hath perfected for ever them
that are sanctified." It follows that GOD could in view of this
efficacious sacrifice, promise in the New Covenant the eternal
forgiveness of sins. "Their sins," He said, "and iniquities will
I remember no more." But" without shedding of blood is no
remission," and where remission of sins takes place, "there is no
more offering for sin" (Heb. x. 11, 12, 14, 17, 18; ix.22). Inasmuch, theI'efore, as CHRIST'S priestly sacrifice efficaciously secures
the full and eternal remission of sin in the case of everyone who
trusts in His blood, there was no need for Him to offer Himself
a/ten, but" now once in the end of the world hath He appeared to
put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself." His oblation was
finished on the cross. "Wherefore the sacrifices of masses, in
which it was commonly said, that the priest did offer CHRIST for
the quick and the dead, to have remission of pain or guilt, were
blasphemous fables and dangerous deceits" (Article xxxi.). It
was necessary that CHRIST, beiolg our high Priest, should have
somewhat to offer, and He did have an offering, for He offered up
Himself. But His sacrificial offering was not made in connection
with the earthly tabernacle. His priesthood, though exercised on
earth, was connected with the heavenly sanctuary, "the true
Tabernacle, which the LORD pitched, and not man" (Heb. viii. 2).
His priestly ~istry was not connected with the sanctuary at
Jerusalem. The priests of Aaron's family and of Levi's tribe
alone officiated there. CHRIST was not of the tribe of Levi, but
He sprang out of Judah. NeveItheless, as the Priest after the
order of Melchisedec, He made propitiation on the cross for the
sins of His people. "On earth, then, the LORD JESUS was a Priest,
though not a priest of the earthly sanctuary : on earth His priesthood of atonement was completed. When on the cross' He offered
Himself without spot' to GOD-words which clearly imply priestly
action, for none but a priest could offer-He fulfilled the type of
Aaron offering on the day of atonement the sacrifices needed for
Israel's cleansing, and also the carrying within the veil of the blood
that was to be sprinkled upon the mercy-seat. Hence the veil
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of the Temple was rent from above downwards (Matt. JOITii. 51)
when He died: it was not rent at His resurrection, but at His
DEATH; for atonement was COMPLETED when He died, not when
He rose. His resurrection was the PROOF that His atoning work
had been completed when, in dying, He said, 'IT IS FINISHED,' and
that it had been accepted on behalf of all His people. The closest
attention should be given to this truth, for much error has gathered
round it in the minds of many true Christians, and false teaching
from Socinian and other sources has greatly obscured it. .The
resurrection of the LORD JESUS from the grave, and His ascension
to the right hand of the throne above were NOT atoning acts.
Atonement, as we have seen, was complete when on the cross He
poured out His soul unto death, saying, 'It is finished'" (The
Things Contained in the Ark of the Covenant, by the late Dr. C. Y.
Biss, Pp. 26, 27).
4. Fourthly, we are taught that Christ is the ascended high Priest
of His people.
.. When He had by Himself purged our sins, (He) sat down on
the right hand of the MAJESTY on high" (Heb. i. 3). We have
therefore a great high Priest Who has passed into the heavens.
He entered not into the holy places made with hands, .. but into
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of GoD for us" (Heb.
ix. 24). He is on the right hand of GOD, and angels, authorities,
and powers are subject unto Him. It follows that, "He is able
also to save them to the uttermost that come unto GOD by Him,
seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them" (Heb. vii. 25).
As on earth He finished His priesthood of atonement, so in heaven
He continuously engages in His priesthood of intercession. "There
on the right hand of His FATHER He appears in the presence of
GOD for His people. He secures for them all the blessings
of redemption which He purchased for them by His obedience
unto death. Their. regeneration, justification, sanctification, and
glorification are His concern.. By His SPIRIT He dispenses to them
repentance and forgiveness of sins (Acts v. 31).
By His SPIRIT'S indwelling power He is continually saving His
people from the power of sin, and He will save them completely,
and at last He will cause them to be with Him where He is to behold
His glory.
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5. Fifthly, we are taught that Christ is the abiding and the only
Priest ot His people.
The Jewish priests were many, because they were continually
dying off, "But this Man, because He continueth ever, hath an
unchangeable priesthood" (Heb. vii. 23, 24). His priesthood is
not transferable. It passes not from one to another. In this
connection Melchisedec was a remarkable type. That remarkable
character, so far as any record of him is concerned, appears in
Scripture history as one who was" without father, without mother,
without descent, having neither beginning of days nor end of life;
but made like unto the Son ot God." He therefore, so far as the
record is concerned, " abideth a priest continually" (Heb. vii. 3).
He was not really an eternal person, but he appears to be such
because we have no record of his b~ginning, and no record of his
ending. This absence of record was Divinely designed that
Melchisedec might be seen to be "like unto the SON of GOD" in
respect of his priesthood. Thus Melchisedec stands out in Scripture
history as an abiding priest--a priest, moreover, who had no
predecessor and no successor. In these respects He is designedly
a remarkable type of CHRIST. CHRIST as man was without human
father.' As GOD He was without mother; As GOD, too, He is
an eternal PERSON, "Whose goings forth have been from of old,
from everlasting" (Micah v. 2). He, too, abideth a Priest continually. He is a Priest tor ever. He had no predecessor in this
office, nor has He any successor. His sacrifice offered once for all
was efficacious to secure the eternal salvation of all the elect people
of GOD. There is therefore "no more offering for sin." Even
CHRIST Himself, the real and only PRIEST of His people, will never
again offer for sin. 'What room, then, is there for Romish or
Ritualistic so-called priests to officiate at so-called altars and to
offer the sacrifice of the Mass for the sins of the living and the
dead? There is absolutely no Scripture warrant for any such
priests, sacrifices, or altars. Let us glory, then, in our LORD JESUS
CHRIST as our abiding and only PRIEST, and let us beware of any
outward dress, such as the Mass Vestments, or of any outward
posture, such as the eastward position, which admittedly are
intended to symbolize those sacerdotal and priestly functions
aga.inst which the Reformers protested.
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6. Sixthly, we are taught that Christ is the King-priest 01 His
peuple.
Aaron was a priest, but not a king. David was a Icing, but not
a priest. CHRIST unites in Himself the two offices as well as that
of prophet. As Melchisedec was King of Salem and priest of the
most high GOD, so CHRIST is both a PRIEST and a RULER (see Psalm
ex. 2, 4). Prophecy said, " He shall be a PRIEST upon His throne "
(Zech. vi. 13). Even now He has all Kingly authority in heaven
and in earth; and the day is coming when the kingdoms of this
world shall become the kingdoms of our LORD and of His CHRIST,
and He shall reign for ever and ever.
7. Lastly, we are taught thaJ, Christ is the coming PRIEST 01 His
people.
Aaron disappeared into the Holy of Holies once a year, and he
appeared again each time. CHRIST our great high PRIEST has
disappeared into heaven, but He will appear again. He is coming
back to fetch His ransomed people to the Home He is preparing
for them. As their PRIEST He "was once offered to bear the sins
of many; and unto them that look for Him shall He appear the
second time without sin unto salvation." "Yet a little while, and
He that shall come will come, and will not tarry" (Heb. ix. 28 ;
x. 37). This is the great hope of the Church-the return in glory
of our great GOD and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST-our high PRIEST for
ever after the order of Melchisedec.

" And1J:though awhile He be
Hid from the eyes of men,
His people look to see
Their Great High Priest again.
In brightest glory He will come,
And take His waiting people home! "
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norlolk.

THE EDITOR,
(Thomas Houghton).

You know that Jesus is the fountain of all wisdom and goodness.
Consequently, they only are truly wise who live nearest to Him. It
is not the largest underst..-mding that constitutes true wisdom and
goodness, but a humble and contrite heart, and a firm faith in Christ
-Wo Bull.
.
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IS THE NEW TESTAMENT INSPIRED ¥
(SECOND AND CONCLUDING ARTICLE).

" 11 any man think himsell to be a prophet, or spir·itual, let him
fWknowledge that the things that I write unto you are the wm.mandments 01 the Lord. "-1 COR. xiv. 37..
WE saw in our first article on this subject (see our issue for July)
that the inspiration of the New Testament is no longer accepted
by some leading teachers in the Church of England. In particular,
the infallible authority of the Epistles written by the Apostle
Paul is now openly impugned and rejected. The danger of such
teaching is so great that we have felt impelled to warn our readers
against it. Moreover, we thought it might help them if we brought
to their notice some of the chief reasons for our belief in the plenary
inspiration and infallible authority of the New Testament. We
accept the Old Testament as the inspired Word of God largely
on the authority of our Lord and of His Apostles. We believe
that the New Testament is equally inspired with the Old on the
same authority. Let it be noted that there are twenty-seven
books in the New Testament. These include the four Gospels,
the Acts, the Epistles, and the Revelation. Twenty-one of these
books were written by some of the Apostles and the remaining six
were written by men who were contemporary with the Apostles.
Were the Apostles who wrote by far the greater part of the New
Testament men who were inspired by the Holy Ghost 1 Let us
consider some of the arguments in proof of their inspiration.
1. Our Lord expressly taught that on certain important occas'ions
the Apostles would be inspired by the Holy Ghost.
Addressing the Apostles He said, "Behold, I send you forth as
sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents,
and harmless as doves. . . . Ye shall be bronght before governors
and kings for My sake, for a testimony against them and the
Gentiles. But when they deliver you up, take no thought how Ot·
what ye shall speak: lor it shall be given you in that same hour what
ye shall speak. For it is not ye that speak, but the:Spirit 01 your
•
Father which speaketh in you" (Matt. x. 16-20). Here we have a
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prediction that the Apostles would be inspired by the Holy Ghost.
When brought before governors and kings for Christ's sake they
were not to take thought how they were to speak, or what they
were to speak. There would be no need to call in a legal advocate
and to spend long hours in drawing up their defence. No concern
was to be felt as to how they were to defend themselves, or as to the
words they were to use in defending themselves. It would be
given them "in that same hour" what they were to speak, and
when they did speak, the words they uttered would really be the
the words of the Spirit of God. He would speak in and through
them. That is a clear promise of inspiration. Again, our Lord
said to His Apostles, "I will give you a mouth and wisdom,
which all your adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor
resist" (Luke xxi. 15).
2. Our Lord declared that the testimony of the A pasties would be
on a level with His Own testimony.
Many seem to regard our Lord's words as of higher authority
than the words of the Apostles. It is quite true that our Lord is
in.finit.ely higher than the Apostles. He is "over all, God blessed
for ever." The Apostles were only men like ourselves.. But if the
Apostles spake and wrote under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost,
then their words are the words of God Himself, and therefore
equal in authority, because inspired by the Holy Ghost, with the
words of the Second Person in the Trinity. Now, our Lord said
of the Apostles, " He that receiveth you receiveth Me; and He that
receiveth Me receiveth Him that sent Me" (Matt. x. 40; John
xiii. 20). To receive the Apostles and to welcome their teaching
was the same as receiving Christ and welcoming His teaching.
And to receive Christ was the same as receiving the Father Who
sent Him. Now," He Whom God hath sent speaketh the words
of God" (John iii. 34). In like manner those whom Christ sent
spake the inspired Word of God. "As My Father hath sent Me,"
Christ said, "even so send I you" (John xx. 21). They were
Divinely sent as Christ was Divinely sent, and their testimony
He placed on the same level of authority as His Own. If He
spake the Word of God, so did they. The truth of the great
salvation "at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was
confirmed unto us by them that heard Him" (Heb. ii. 3). If
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Christ was inspired to speak His Father's word, so were His
Apostles. .
3. Thirdly, ou-r Lord by His promises guaranteed the inspiration
of the Gospels and Epistles.
He said to the Apostles, "But the Comforter, Which is the
Holy Ghost, Whom the Father will send in My name, He shall
teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you" (John xiv. 26). If it be asked how could
:Matthew and John remember accurately our Lord's discourses
and His various sayings and teachings, the answer is here given.
The Holy Ghost would bring all things to their remembrance
whatsoever Christ had said unto them. If it be asked how could
the Apostles write so fully and clearly in the Epistles those truths
which we needed to know, the answer is also here. The Holy
Ghost would teach them all things. Moreover, our Lord said to
these same Apostles, "I have yet many things to say unto you,
but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit when He, the Spirit of
truth, is come, He shall guide you into all the truth: for He shall
not speak from Himself; but what things soever He shall hear,
these shall He speak: and He shall declare unto you the things
that are to come. He shall glorify Me: for He shall take of Mine,
and shall declare it unto you" (John xvi. 12-15, R.V.). This is
a very important promise of our Lord. The Apostles were unable
to bear the further instruction which the Lord desired to give
them. But He promised them" Another Comforter" who would
take His place. That Comforter is " the spirit of truth," and when
He was poured out on the Apostles He would guide them into all
the truth. They would know all the spiritual truth which they
subsequently committed to writing in their Epistles. They _would
be able to speak authoritatively on these things having been guided
and taught by the Holy Ghost. The things He would teach them
would appertain to Christ. He would glorify Him: for He would
take of Christ's things and show them unto the Apostles. He
would also declare unto them things that were to come. Events
still future would be revealed to them, that so they could foretell
for the benefit of the Church of God events which were yet to take
place. Surely all this accounts for the inspired predictions scattered
throughout the Epistles and especially the prophecies in the
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Revelation. This promise accounts for the Apostle Paul's predictions concerning Israel in the eleventh of Romans. It accounts
for His detailed predictions concerning the resurrection in the
fifteenth chapter of 1 Corinthians, and for His predictions concerning the Man of sin and the Lord's coming in the Thessalonian
Epistles. It also accounts for the Apostle Peter's predictions
concerning the promise of the Lord's coming and the new heavens
and the new earth. In reference to our Lord's promise in John
xiv. 26, the late Canon T. H. Bernard says, "Since, then, it was
through these men that Jesus would teach the world for ever,
if any graces were bestowed upon them all, this grace of special
remembrance would be the most important for them to receive,
seeing it was needed for the preservation of the foundations of
the faith. No wonder it is thus definitely promised in the first
acconrit of the work of the Spirit. Snch a grace of remembrance
would have two consequences'-{)ne the adequate report and perpetuation of the words of Christ, the other the growing apprehension
of their significance through continued presence in the mind under
this heavenly guidance. As to the first, we may adopt the words
of Al£ord in his note on the passage: ' It is on the fulfilment of
this promise to the Apostles that their sufficiency as witnesses of
all that the Lord did and taught, and consequently the authenticity
of the Gospel narrative is grounded.''' Canon Bernard goes on to
say, "In virtue of this promise we read with secure confidence
in the Gospels the words of our Lord, and in the Acts and Epistles
the expansions of them and deductions from them. They receive
a seal and certificate beyond those of human memory and human
reflection in the presence of the spirit of truth, manifested, indeed,
ill many ways, but here first pledged by the lips of Him Who gives
both the Word and the Spirit. ' He shall teach you all things and
bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said
to you.''' Later Canon Bernard says, writing on the Lord's
promise in John xvi. 13-15, " Thus the apostolic teaching is for all
generations the teaching of the Spirit, and we receive it as such, be·ing
sealed to us by this promise. To use the words of Godet, 'The
word xiv. 26, He shall bring all things to your remembrance, ,
whatsoevec I have said unto you, formulates the inspiration of our
Gospels,. that in the present verse formulates the inspiration of the
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Epistles and Apocalypse' "-the italic] are ours. (The Central
Teaching of Jesus Christ, by Canon T. H. Bernard, M.A., Pp. 178,
179, 183, 287).
4. Fou'fthly, by pouring out His Spin:t on the Apostles, our Lord
enabled them to bear inspired testimony.
On the day of Pentecost when our Lord had filled the Apostles
with the Holy Ghost they "began to speak with other tongues,
as the Spirit gave them utterance" (Actsii. 4). Being inspired by
the Spirit they spake in other tongues "the wonderful works of
God" (Acts ii. 11). The Apostle Peter standing up with the eleven
explained to the wondering multitude that this remarkable demonstration of inspired testimony was a fuliilment of that prophecy of
Joel which foretold that God would pour out His Spirit on His
servants" and they shall prophesy," that is, they shall tell forth
truth, and it may be foretell future events under the inspiration
of the Holy Ghost (Acts ii. 14-18). Subsequently, when Peter and
John were forbidden by the Jewish authorities to bear their inspired
testimony in reference to the Lord Jesus Christ, they went to their
own company and unitedly prayed that God would grant that
with all boldness they might speak His word. And when they had
prayed, the place was shaken where they had been assembled
together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they
spoke the word of God with boldness" (Acts iv. 31). It has oftcn
been pointed out what a marvellous change came over the Apostles
after Pentecost. How can we account for the wonderful courage
which they displayed, and the clear apprehension of truth which
they manifested, except on the supposition that they were not
only strengthened with all might by the Spirit, but that they were
taught and guided into all the truth as the result of their becoming
inspired messengers of Christ .~
5. Fifthly, our Lord enabled the Apostles to work miracles in
attestation of the truth of their testimony.
Dr. Charles Hodge says that, "This claim to infallibility on
the part of the Apostles ... was confirmed also by miraculous gifts.
As soon as the Apostles were endued with power from on high, they
spake in 'other tongues'; they healed the sick, restored the
lame and the blind. 'God also,' as the Apostle says (Heb. ii. 4),
,bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers
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miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, a~ording to His Own will.'
And Paul tells the Corinthians that the signs of an Apostle had been
wrought among them' in all patience, in signs, and wonders, and
mighty deeds' (2 Cor. xii. 12). The mere working of miracles
was not an evidence of a Divine commission as a teacher. But
\vhen a man claims to be an organ of God, when he says that God
speaks through him, then his working of miracles is the testimony
of God to the validity of his claims. And such testimony God
gave to the infallibility of the Apostles" (Systematic Theology,
Vo!. I, Pp. 162, 163). As illustrations of miracles wrought by the
Apostles we may mention the healiJl.g of the lame man in Acts iii.,
the judgment on Ananias and Sapphira in Acts v., the healing of
lEneas, and the raising of Dorcas in Acts ix. But in addition,
"By the hands of the Apostles were many signs and wonders
wrought among the people" (Acts v. 12-16).
Paul proved His apostleship by a miracle of judgment on Elymas
the Sorcerer (Acts xiii.), by "signs and wonders" in Iconium
(Acts xiv. 3), by the healing of the cripple at Lystra (Acts xiv. 8-10),
and by many "miracles and wonders God had wrought among
the Gentiles" by him and Barnabas (Acts xv. 12). Other instances
. are the casting out of "the spirit of divination" at Philippi (Acts
xvi. 16-18), special miracles at Ephesus (Acts xx. 11, 12), the
raising of Eutychus (Acts xxi. 9, 10), and the many miracles he
wrought in the island of Melita (Acts xxviii. R, 9). All those
miracles were God's testimony to the validity of the claim of the
Apostles to be men inspired by the Holy Ghost. This claim of
the Apostles is definitely made. If it coUld be shown to be false,
then we could not rely upon anything which they said. They
would be seen to be untrustworthy. But if God bore testimony,
to the truth of their claim by the miracles He enabled them to
perform, then we cannot doubt that their claim was valid.
6. We proceed therefore to notice sixthly, that the Apostles claimed
to be inspired and that their claim was valid.
Peter places apostolic teaching on a level with the utterances of the Old
Testament prophets. He exhorts God's people to be "mindful of
the words which were spoken befO're by the holy prophets, and of the
commandment of us the Apostles of the Lord and Saviour," or as the

Revised Version has it, " the commandment ofthe Lord and Saviour
23
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through your Apostles" (2 Pet. iii. 2). He makes the commandment of the Lord Jesus, spoken through the Apostles, to be on the
same level of inspiration as " the words spoken· before by the holy
prophets." If the words of the Old 'l'estament prophets were
inspired, so were the words of the Apostles inspired. The testimony
of both is to be equally remembered and noted as being of equal
authority.
John claimed to be inspired. He says, "We are of God: he that
knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us.
Hereby know we the spirit of truth and the spirit of error" (1 John
iv. 6). By taking heed to apostolic teaching we distinguish truth
from error. To deny apostolic teaching is to make God a liar
(1 John v. 10, 11). John" bare record of the word of God." He
received the book of the Revelation from Christ and speaks of it
as the" words of'this prophecy" (Rev. i. 1-3). Moreover, judg- .
ment is threatened against any man who shall add unto thi~
prophecy or take from it (Rev. xxii. 18, 19). It is an infallible
revelation of Divine truth and must not be added to, nor must
anything be taken from it.
The Apostle Paul claimed to be inspired. He says, "Now we
have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is
of God,- that we might know the things that are freely given to us of
God. Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's
wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth,- comparing
spiritnal things with spiritual" (1 Cor. n. 12, 13). His knowledge
of truth was derived from the Spirit, and he gave utterance to it
in words which the Holy Ghost taught him to utter. Again, the
Apostle says, " If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual,
let him acknowledge that the things that I write unto you are the
commandments of the Lord" (1 Cor. xiv. 37). In the former
passage he claimed that his spoken utterances were in words which
the Holy Ghost taught him to speak. Here in this next passage
he claims that the things which he wrote were the commandments
of the Lord. He received the Gospel which he preached " by the
revelation of Jesus Christ," and so pure and inspired was his
message that he said, "Though we, or an angel from heaven,
preach any other Gospel unto you than that which we have preached
unto you, let him be accursed" (Gal. i. 8, 9, 11, 12). Because his
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message was the very word of God he rejoiced that the Thessalonians
received it as such. He said to them, " For this cause also thank
we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of
God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of nwn, but,
as it is in truth, th3 word of God, which effectually worketh also
in you that believe" (1 Thess. ii. 13).
The Apostle Peter recognized that the Epistles of Paul were
equally inspired with the Old Testament Scriptures. He says,
"Even as our beloved brother Panl also according to the wisdom
given unto him hath written unto yon; as also in all his Epistles,
speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard
to be nnderstood, which they that are unlearned and unstable
wrest, as they do also the other Scriptures, unto their own destruction" (2 Pet. iii. 15, 16). All Paul's Epistles, Peter says, were
Scripture. They were 'Scripture in the same sense as were the
other Scriptures-the Scriptures of the Old Testament. They
were equally inspired and eqnally authoritative with the Old
Testament writings.
,
7. Finally, the truths which the Apostles taught.were of such a
character that they implied inspiration.
They were truths which neither they nor any other men could·
have imagined themselves. They could only be known by revela·
tion from God. Man left to himself would never have imagined
that God had an eternal Son Whom He arranged before the
foundations of the world were laid to give as the holy Substitute
.of His people that they might eternally be saved. Man left to
himself would never have imagined that in order to secure
, His
people's salvation the Son of God would become incarnate. Man
left to himself would never have imagined the doctrine of salvation
by grace. Naturally, until taught by the Spirit, he imagines that
he can secure pardon and salvation by his own merits. God's
eternal love, His eternal covenant and His electing grace, are truths
which could only be known by an inspired revelation. The eternal
security of God's people, despite their frequent sins, would never
have been thought likely by the natural mind. The revelation
of the man of sin,· the ·coming of Christ, the resurrection, the change
of living saints, and the final establishment of new heavens and
a new earth are events which could only be known by men inspired
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by the Holy Ghost. We grasp OUI Bibles afresh, then, with profound thankfulness to God. We open and read them from the
first chapter of Genesis to the last chapter of the Revelation in
the full and unshaken belief that all the books of the Bible, the
Old Testament and the New, are equally inspired by God the
Holy Ghost. These books, in their original languages, we believe
have "God for their Author, Truth without mixture of Error
for their Matter, and Salvation for their End." In' a united
protest addressed to Bishop Colenso, in 1863, the then Archbishops
and Bishops of the ChUIch of England said, " All our hopes for
eternity, the very foundation of our faith, our nearest and dearest
consolations are taken from us, if one line of that Sacred Book be
declared unfaithful or untrustworthy" (Urquhart's Inspiration and
Accuracy of the Holy Scripture, Pp. 15, 16).
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR,

(Thomas H01UJhton).

COST OF THE GREAT COAL STRIKE.
ON Friday, July 1, after the miners of Great Britain had been idle
for thirteen weeks, the great coal strike terminated. It is a cause for
devout thankfulness to God that at lastr-to use the language of the
Labour Correspondent in the Daily Telegraph-" the most costly and,
from the workers' standpoint, the most disastrous strike in the history
of trade unionism" has come to an end. The Parliamentary Corres·
pondent of the Daily Telegraph writes: "It is estimated by the
'freasury that the coal strike involved the State in additional expenditure to the extent of no less than £75,000,000. This total is accounted
for by the deficit on the railways, the cost of calling out the Reserves,
the maintenance for three months of the special Defence Force, unemployment pay, loss on purchases of foreign coal, and the £10,000,000
grant to the coal industry. . . . Thus the bill of costs works out for
the thirteen weeks as follows :£52,000,000
Miners' wage loss at £4,000,000 (per week) "
Iron and steel and other workers' wage loss £5,000,000
65,000,000
(per week)
Boot and shoe, clothing, furnishing, and distributive
65,000,000
trades £5,000,000 (per week)
75,000,000
Additional expenditure by the State .
£257,000,000

.~
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'Jtlgtim ll)apcrs.
WELLSPRINGS.
" Send therefore now, and gather thy cattle, and all that thou hast in the
field: for upon every man and beast u'hich shall be found in 'the
field, and shall not be brought home, the hail shall come down upon
them, and they shall die."-ExoDus ix. 19.

THESE words came home with some power, and the heart was set
meditating as they were read for the first lesson in church on a certain
Lord's Day in April. In the evening, as we wended our way to service
and overtook one of the Lord's deeply-taught and graciously-exercised
servants, the words were secretly confirmed, as the converse from
this servant of God was led of the Spirit, the speaker being quite
ignorant of the train of thought possessing her hearer's mind and
heart. We were speaking of the Absolute Sovereignty of our God;
His right to do what He will with His own; and of our feebleness
and of our hearts' longings and unceasing prayer that some of our
.aear ones for whose salvation we have long" waited" may be manifested as redeemed vessels of mercy ere this" day of salvation," this
Gospel dispensation, be closed. The speaker told of the many bereavements, the many family and social losses by death, and how an elder
brother, ill for a long time, yet lingel'lj. In his youth he had appeared
to have "run well" as one of the many members of a very godly
family. But in manhood and marriage, "the early dew of morning
had passed away at noon," as we sometimes sing. However, the
purpose of God must stand. Nothing that we do in sin and wandering
and back-sliding can prevent His mercy, nor make Him to forgo
His purpose. A godly family around him looked on and prayed on,
and had the joy of seeing his wife, who in the earlier days was" a
stranger to grace and to God," called to Jesus' feet ere she was called
to be with Him for ever. Their daughter also on her death-bed, with
Denham's hymn-book in her hand, said with triumphant grace, " He
is my Ransom. He died to save me, and I am now waiting His summons." This elder brother, the husband and father, brought througlt.
a long illness, is spared, and is now, to the joy of those who have long
waited, watched, aud prayed, manifesting the Divine call and claims
of grace. My fellow-companion in our walk to church that evening
confirmed the morning's meditation, and as the Lord enables me, I
would dwell for a short time upon it.
Pharaoh had so frequently and for so long, provoked the Lord and
hardened his heart, that now the Lord gives him up to judicial hardness
of heart; to his own abominable wickedness; to his secret and open
, corruptions; to his yielding to the temptations of the Evil One;
and to his closing his ear and heart to all that the Lord should command. Over against the wickedness of this awful character, who
lifted up his puny hand to defy the Most High, we have this ble~sed
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comfort that he could have had no power at all except it were given
him, and that Jehovah Himself declared, "And in very deed, for this
cause have I raised thee uI>-for to show in thee My power, and that
My Name may be declared throughout all the earth." But the Lord
doth never afflict willingly; in wrath He will ever remember mercy.
He shows His royal clemency as King, and His pity joined with His
power. How His mercy is shown in the hardest and most rebellious
of His creatures, who turn unto Him and cry for mercy, where mercy
is alone to be found.
The Lord Jehovah is about to send yet another plague upon the
Egyptians, to show His abhorrence of sin, and the just punishment
which must fall upon those who persecute His People.
The heathen monarch's heart had been unmoved, except as it
hardened, and he sinned yet the more; as the miracles of the rod
becoming a serpent; the waters turned to blood; the plagues of
frogs, of lice, of flies, of the murrain and of the boils, failed to bring
him into subjection to his Maker. Oh! what is man's heart, hard
as the very adamantine rock if left in its own depravity, and unmelted,
unconquered, unsubdued by grace! And now Jehovah. bids His
servant Moses to "go and stand before Pharaoh and say unto him,
Thus saith the Lord QQd of the Hebrews, Let My people go, that
they may serve Me. For I will at this time send all My plagues upon
thine heart, upon thy servants, and upon thy people, that thou mayest
know that there is none like Me in all the earth." And the sending
of the hail is foretold. It was to be "a very grievous hail," and we
may depend upon its being "very grievous" if the Lord thus
describes His judgment. It was to be "such as hath not been in
Egypt, since the foundation thereof even until now."
The Psalmist tells how "He destroyed their vines with hail and
their sycamores with frost (or great hail·stones). He gave up their
cattle also to the hail." He gave them hail for rain, and the hail,
snow, and vapour were sent forth to fulfil His righteous judgment and
condemnation of sin. The Lord asks His servant Job, "Hast thou
seen the treasures of the hail ~ " and oh! when one considers how
the Lord deals with sin and out of His treasury must punish by such
a sore calamity, how solemn is the word: "Behold, the Lord hath
a mighty and strong one, which as a tempest of hail and a destroying
storm, as a flood of mighty waters overflowing, s~all cast down t.? the
earth with the hand." And the hail of His retributive judgment
when He shall" lay judgment to the line and righteousness to the
plummet," "shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters
shall over-flow the hiding-place." Then it is that you and I, dear
reader, will need a Hiding-Place other than we have made for ourselves. All out of the Riven Rock, the Man Christ Jesus, will prove
but a refuge of lies and be swept away. But," A man shall be as ·an
hiding-place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest, as rivers
of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land."
And this is what the Lord in the Person of His Dearly Beloved Son
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is and wilt be to all His own. They will each and all acclaim to Him
all the praise and glory, so great in their salvation. They will sing in
the words of redemption's sweet story, " For Thou hast been a strength
to the poor, a strength to the needy in his distress, a refuge from the
storm, a shadow from the heat, when the blast of the terrible ones
is as a storm against the wall." Oh! to know that in regard to our
dear ones, 80 dear in the ties of earthly relationship, Christ may be
manifest in them, and that they may be awakened from this sleep of
death and stirred up to flee for refuge in the hope of the Gospel, ere
mercy's door is for ever closed! These are solemn, unassailable truths,
but there is ever the" door of hope" in the valley of weeping. With
our God is mercy, and He will abundantly pardon (He multiplies to
pardon). He is not willing that any should perish. He is glorified
in the salvation of sinners. He yet waits to be gracious. He tarries
His pleasure, He delays His judgments. So little-faith is encouraged
to. take her harp down from the willows and tune it afresh to the God
of all salvation, and to plead that if God was 80 merciful to Pharaoh's
people, and gave them time to gather their cattle and all that they
had in the field, so He will be merciful to His own people and encourage
them to say, "There is forgiveness with Thee that Thou mayest be
feared." Through His forgiving mercy our dear ones may yet be
gathered out of the field of th~ world and brought home, willing captives to the feet of Jesus. The Lord knoweth them that are His. A
division is put between them and the world. Redemption marks are
upon all elect vessels of mercy until Christ be manifest in them, and
he that toucheth them toucheth the apple of His eye. So dear, so
very dear, are they to Him who redeemed them, that not one of them
can be lost. And He is ever bringing His ransomed sheep Home to
the Heavenly fold. None shall be left out. Not one shall be found
in the field when the hail of His final judgment shall fall upon a
doomed world which lieth in the wicked one. The division-mark is
upon each; the blood is the true t{)ken; and the destroying angel
must pass over.
In the case of the Israelites who had the blood sprinkled upon
the lintels and two side-posts of their houses, the destroying angel
passed over and they were saved. If our God to-day blesses the
very habitation of the righteous and fulfils His promise that no plague
shall come nigh their dwelling, how much more their persons. If He
preserves them in providence, how much more in grace. Their,
redemption---so oostly-is precious in His sight. Beloved, we have
been considering the hail of a judgment past. But there is still one
to come, more fearful, more awful, more irrevocably reaL In" the
fierceness of His wrath, every island will flee away and the mountains
shall not be found," and there will fall upon every man in the doomed
Great Babylon "a great hail out of heaven, every stone about the
weight of a talent," and men will in their consummate apostasy
"blaspheme God because of the pl;tgue of the hail, for the plague
thereof was exceeding great." Then will the" brought home" ones
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lift up their heads and sing redemption's story and praise, throughout an endless eternity of bliss, the worthiness of the Lamb Who was
slain and hath redeemed them unto God by His blood. He is at His
work yonder, ceaselessly interceding for His people and watching over
the lives and career and minutest circulllstances of those "many
sons" for whom He has given His own most precious blood to bring
them home" to glory." The work is sure, secured, and sealed. Blessed
he His Name! So that we may sing with holy confidence whilst His
judgments wreck a fallen world,
,. The sun and moon may hide their light,
The sun shall sink in endless night,
The things of nature all decay,
Shall waxen old and pass away;.
But they who in the Lord confide,
Who shelter in His riven side,
Shall see the danger ever-past,
Ride every storm and live at last."
It was" by faith" we read that Moses "kept the passover, and
the sprinkling of blood, lest he that destroyed the first-born should
touch them." You remember the minute instructions which Moses
gave to all the elders of Israel concerning the sacrifice of the
passover. "None of you," said he, "shall go out at the door of his
house until the morning." The blood upon those two side-posts and
the lintel was their safety. "The Lo,rd will pass over the door, and
will not suffer the destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite
you." It is ever the same blessed truth, and the Lord, the Keeper of
His Church, the Great Shepherd of His blood-bought sheep, has His
eye upon every one of them, from the least to the greatest. They
are under the cover of His blood, and that's their safety. Not the
weakest, feeblest, meanest lamb or sheep will be " in the field" when
"sudden destruction" overtakes this guilty world. Those that have
their portion in ,this world, and who are given up to its pomps and
vanities and pleasures and sins, will go on in spite of solemn warnings
and judgments, as in the days of Noah. But He will " gather together
His elect from the four winds, hom one end 'of heaven to the other,"
and as those in the patriarch's days entered and were shut in the ark,
so in that Great Day everyone whose name is written in the Book
of Life shall be safely gathered and garnered. Not one shall be
missing, not one left out. May you and I, dear reader, and all our
beloved ones, so dear to us in the ties of earthly relationship, be
eternally brought H"me to be for ever with the Lord, redeemed,
ransomed, glorified!

R.
"WE believe in the absolute and unconditional election of ' a great
multitude, which no man can number, of all nations, and kindreds,
and people, and tongues,' in the person of Christ unto eternallife."J oseph Irons.
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Snmonf;S anb 'NO!ef;S of ,Sermonf;S.
"I PRAY FOR THEM."
BRIEF NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH,
BRISTOL, BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON.
" I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which Thoi<
hast given Me,. for they are Thine. And all Mine are Thine, and
Thine are Mine,. and I am glorified in them."-JOHN xvii. 9, 10.
DEAR friends, in this short SCl~pture we have a marvellous compendium
of Divine tru,th. It was spoken by Jesus Himself, Jesus-pouring out
His soul in the largeness and depth of it in these truths and others in
the chapter; Jesus-pleading for His OW11, and discriminatingly, lest
any should think He was praying promiscuously. We also should be
very jealous for the truth lest we mingle things that differ. "Having
loved His Own which were in the world, He loved them unto the end."
How suggestive are the words of our text, how need we to be
humbled by them, and we should ask ourselves if we are interested in
this marvellous High Priestly prayer. No prayer offered by the Lord
Jesus was ever offered in vain, so this one is distinctly recorded and
answered on high, and there it stands till the end when the Lord shall
have made up His jewels and gathered all in for justification and sanctification. For this the Church is waiting now. We know not how
many yet remain to be called, but the Lord knoweth them that are His,
and so we patiently wait. The Lord knows also where to find them
that are His, and He will first make them feel their need, and then will
give them the assurance of salvation in Him.
" I pray for them." We do not read of Jesus praying in Heaven,
but on earth how He prayed and prayed. He always asked those
things which pleased His Father. But now all are given into His
Hand He needs not to pray. He took His place at the right Hand of
His Father-the place of One Who rules, not prays; He demands and
receives on the ground of His perfect righteousness. The Father will
keep nothing back from His Beloved Son. When He finished the work
of obedience His Father gave Him to effect, His work was done. "I
pray for them," and He prayed according to His Father's will, He
submitted all to that. He did not pray experimentally or conditionally,
but on the' grounds of righteousness. One of the sweetest, most efficacious titles of our blessed Lord and Saviour is "Christ Jesus the
Righteous One." Oh, to know Him more perfectly thus that we may
ascend up on high where He has gone and enter within the veil and
commune with Him there. How tolerable all our burdens would become, and our conflicts with Satan would be victory.
" I pray for them." "I pray not. for the world." The Lord Jesus
differentiates the world from the Church, and we should too. We
should be careful to speak of the things of God exclusively.as God's
things, and the rest as of the world and the flesh. Put all essential
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difference, dear friends, between believers and the world. The Lord
puts a difference in grace, and we ought to honour and recognize it and
act on it. Jesus never mixed with the world, but spoke against it, and
pointed out the dangers His people ran in mi.."ing with it. Definitely,
solemnly, and alarmingly He prayed not for the world. It is possible
that there may be a worldly person here to·night for whom Jesus did
pray, for whom Jesus died, and who by the grace of God will become
a believer because prayed for by Jesus. He knew the names of millions who were not yet born but whose names were all written out in
His book-the Lamb's book-no one has access to that book but Himself-His flock-book. He is bringing them in one by one, one by one
He is calling them out. He will never fail, nor be discouraged, His
work will prosper though it has continued so long.
" I pray for them whwh Tlwu hast given Me." He prayed for given
ones. The Lord gave them to Jesus that He might redeem them and
make them eminent witnesses for His truth. "I pray again and
again for them. I feel the responsibility of having in My hands those
whom Thou hast given Me." And the Good Shepherd was about to
give His life for the sheep. Jesus knew He was about to die, and
Jesus knew for whom He was about to die. By the preaching of the
Gospel we know who they are, for they all come to believe in Him and
put on His righteousness. Christ prayed definitely. He never wandered in prayer, but was always pointed and direct as He addressed
His Father, and He always asked in accordance with His Father's will.
In this prayer of His it is very sweet to notice the definiteness of it.
The Lord's people are equally and always His people-He has no
favourites. They are all accepted in the same Christ, justified by the
same precious blood, and beautiful in the imputed beauty of Jesus.
This is an encouragement for some of us who feel ourselves to be
unworthier than others-we differ in experience, in walk, in conversation, dear fellow believers, but the Lord loves us not for what we are
but for His dear Son's sake. He loves us always and utterly with an
everlasting love, and for the selfsame reason in the case of each one of
the redeemed multitude--because He would love us, He loved us.
Christ prayed definitely for those sinners whom His Father had given
Him. He had the purpose in His heart to love and redeem them.
None could keep Him from His purpose to redeem them with His
blood-Qh, what a cost. His precious blood covers all sin, meets our
every defect. The Father looks on the Church through His Son and
sees her without spot. When Christ Jesus bowed His blessed head on
the cross He paid the full price, so that the saved one begins where the
Lord left off. Those who are redeemed by His blood He calls by His
grace with an effectual calling, with an unconditional calling. The
calling of the Spirit is life, unconditionally He calls whom He will.
Oh, it is the freeness and fulness of His work that commends it so to
poor sinners. It is the office of the Holy Spirit to manifest them as
believers, and bring them safely by' His regenerating work into the
fellowship of His saints here and there, because the Church of God is
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not a divided Church. The co=union of saints is so lovely and it so
commends the salvation of God to His people, "and this little know·
ledge we have of it now leads us to expect great things presently.
" Awl all Mine are Thine, awl Thine are Mine." Concerning any
and everyone of these given ones the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
think only one thought. There is in our Triune God no possibility of
difference of thought or purpose. He is in one mind, none can turn
Him. None can turn Him away from His purpose of salvation and
tender love. "I know the thoughts that I think towards you, saith
the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected
end."
" Awl I am glorified in them." How is the Lord Jesus glorified in
me! Do you ever think thus! How it can be we know not, but it is
so. Not hereafter only is Christ Jesus glorified in us, but while we are
in a world of sin. There is just this, that by the grace according to the
small measure we have received, Jesus is glorified. It is limited by the
grace given, but as the grace grows He is glorified more abundantly. He
will yet make Himself altogether glorious in His redeemed people.
These are some of the sacred thoughts Jesus had just before He laid
down His life, and God delights in keeping His promises to the Son of
His love. May grace enable us to commit all our affairs for time and
eternity to Jesus-this so blessed Jesus.

JOY AND GLADNESS.
I HAVE been led in the early morning hour, whilst waiting upon the
Lord for a message from Himself, to the thought of the Lord of our
souls in His gladness and joy. For He had these seasons even as we
have. We are more prone to dwell upon the side of His sorrow and
pain and humiliation and loneliness which He suffered on His own
beautiful earth, amongst His own people according to the flesh, and
His own chosen disciples. He suffered in His own highly·favoured
country so beloved of His Father and Himself. "Thy land, 0
Immanuel." These features are an abounding consolation to the
much·tried and exercised children of the Lord who walk in His footsteps, not only because of the blood-bought redemption thereby, but
because of the intense sympathy with our suffering, the uwlerstawling
sympathy which He passed through. "Wherefore He is able."
And we feel how much patience He exercises in His forming and
training us for His glory and for our safe walking with Him. But,
dear reader, whilst consoled with His abundant consolations, and
calmed with His direct, tender, personal sympathy conveyed by the
Holy Spirit, the Comforter, yet let us not lose sight of His occasions
of rejoicing which He Hiinself calls upon His loved ones to share;
for it was always joy connected with His people.
Joy is coherent with sorrow oftentimes. We have the sorrow
which" shall be turned into jlly," the gladness which is born of grief.

,
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Not till" we see Him as He is " shall we drink flllness of joy. The
sight of Him who is " a sea of sweetness without one drop of gall," as
dear Rutherford expresses it, will efface all griefs.
Do let us look briefly, as the Holy Ghost shall lead us, into some of
the. joys of Jesus here, and see how His gladness was joined with His
beloved redeemed and for them. See first St. Luke x. 21, "In that
hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank Thee, 0 Father, Lord
of heaven and earth, that Thou hast hid these things from the wise
and prudent and hast revealed them unto babes." Why did He
rejoice and thank His Father 1 "That "-meaning because"that Thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent:' the
wonderfully learned ones, the calculating ones, wise in their own sight,
prudent in their own superior dealing. "These things," power, safety,
and heaven-recorded names, are revealed unto babes, the weak who
look to the strong for strength, the trustful who confide in wisdom
from above, the feeble who cannot walk alone, but the Good Shepherd
leads and carries. We read in another Scripture, "Not many wise
men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble are called."
Not many. There are some splendid intellects, giant fighters, and
high-born saints in the family of God whose faculties have been and
are consecrated to the loved service of the Master. But more
frequently God hath chosen out of the "five ranks "-as they have
been aptly termed, foolish things, weak things, base things, despised
things, things which are not, "nobodies" (see 1 Cor. i. 26, 27).
Jesus Himself was, according to the estimate of the world, a poor
man. The visible displays we h,!ve of Eastern life in Palestine which
are brought before us in Palestine exhibitions and in books descriptive
of recent travels, these bring forcibly to our understanding how very
simple His earthly life was. "For your sakes He became poor."
But I am wandering from the point. His rejoicing was because of
the revelation of the sublime purposes and provision and power of
His Father to babes: the helpless members of the One Family. He
saw how receptive and confiding the infant mind is, in nature-much
more in grace-and this rejoiced His Spirit. To the weak ones were
revealed the profound Heart of God. The seventy whom He bad
sent out without purse or scrip or shoes-which seem so essential to
success-these successful heralds of the Gospel and healing" returned
again with joy:' reporting with delight to Him all they had done.
But take notice, dear reader, they said they had accomplished it in
His Name, "not by our own power or holiness," as said a dear
Apostle later. Jesus sent them two and two. Mark His consideration that they should not be, humanly speaking, alone. Of Himself
it is written, "Of the people there was n(me with Me:' but His
disciples were sent two and two. His mission was redemption, and
only One could procure that; theirs was proclamation. They went
before His Face, and were sent into every city and place whither He
Himself would come. Their places were all planned and prepared.
Blessed are they who proclaim the glad tidings where He, too, will go.
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Then again we read (St. John xi. 15), "I am glad for your sakes
that I was not there." Do notice how completely He put aside His
own natural feelings. This gladness was linked with sorrow. He
saw from the beginning the resurrection. He restrained the natural
desire for the life of His much-loved friend-and why 1 For the
glory of His Father and "to the intent ye might believe." Just
before the wondrous call to Lazarus He said to Martha, "Said I not
U!lto thee, that if thou wouldest believe thou shouldest see the glory
of God." These' two objects are ever uppermost-salvation and
glory. Oh, believer, may they constantly be the objects of your and
my life! So shall we walk with Him and talk with Hinl. He will
reveal to us more and more of His loving mind and purposes, just as
we are able to bear; for He considers us.
Another record of His joy is in Heb. xli. 2. "The joy that was set
before Him" overpowered all the humiliation He knew He must
pass through. "He endured the cross despising the shame," and He
triumphed gloriously. He is set down at the right hand of the throne
of God. This joy was linked with pain and degradation, yet the joy
was ever in view-joy of deepest love. Love is ever longing to give.
Love seeketh not her own. Love endureth all things. Yes, and in
enduring feels satisfaction and delight. We know human love will
dare much, give much, and endure much for a beloved one. How
much more-how much more has Divine love been manifested. How
unspeakably great in volume has it been, and the best is yet to come.
" It doth not yet appear."
Now we close with one of the most sublime declarations of His
love, in His tender prayer to His Father in which He poured out the
intensity of His love. He said, " And now come I to Thee, and these
things I speak in the world that they (whom Thou has given Me)
might have My ioy fulfilled in themselves." Whether we regard these
words as expressive of His own joy fulfilled in us, or whether we regard
them as His joy imparted to us and fulfilled within us, it is equally
precious. "I in them," and" they in Me." Verily His love passeth
all understanding. We discover new traits at every turn, and the
consummation will be when face to face with Him in glory. "Those
that see His face," wrote a now glorified saint, "how do' they get their
eyes plucked off Him again 1" We feel this now, when tasting of His
sweetness here---but there, ah, there! When we shall see His face,
what mutual joy and rapture that shall be. For we
•

If

Shall never never s·in

But from the glories of His Grace
Drink endleBl pleasures in."
NETTlE.

o GOD, none of our secret sorrows can be either hid from Thine eyes
or kept from Thine heart; and when we are past all our hopes or
possibilities of help, then art Thou nearest to us for deliverance.Bp. Hall.
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LOOKING FORWARD.

THERE are some of the Lord's people who, being rich in faith, do a.
the Lord said, and take no thought for the morrow. There are some
who are "without carefulness," quietly but actively believing that
they shall lack no good thing. They are persuaded, whatever comes
into the heart or into the hands, that "even this" through the
unchanging mercy and favour of God shall turn to their salvation.
Then" every prospect pleases, and only man is vile." But the children
of God in common with all men live as much in the future as in the
present, and" What will the end be ~ " is a question that rises spon·
taneously and frequently when clouds, small or large, appear in their
sky, and while the Lord only ean see the "bright light" that is in
them. "But the wind passes and cleanses them," and the Holy
Spirit's grace and peace descend like showers upon the tbirsty earth.
How often and graciously the Lord acknowledges the fact that we are
ever looking forward to the things that are to be. He discourages our
fears, He feeds our hopes with promises of the good tbat He has laid
up for them that fear Him, for them that hope in His mercy. All
through the wilderness journey it was Himself Who held before the
children. of Israel the land flowing with milk and honey, good and
large. The last favour that He showed to Moses before He Pllt him
to rest, was to let him see the promised Canaan stretched out in all
its loveliness. Abraham had seen the same prospect-north, south,
east, west-his possession that was to be. He believed God that
his seed should inherit it, and he looked also for greater things, "for
a city that had foundations." He Iqoked beyond all his present
blessings and abundance. He rejoiced in the far-oH day of Christ.
David thought that one day, and certainly he would fall before
his implacable enemy. The prospect before him was a darker and
heavier one than he had yet known. But it was not he that fell by
the hand of Sau!. Instead, he was delivered from his fears: the
death and destruction that he had seen before him, when he came
up to them, were life and honour. He was on the throne and loved
by his people. But not being delivered from "a body of sin and
death" he was yet acquainted with grief and loss. His child was sick,
and he fasted and mourne? and prayed for its recovery. But it got
worse and died, and he arose from his fasting and prayer and comforted
himself. "I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me." The
child had seen the King in His beauty, had beheld the land that was
very far oH, and in due season David would follow him there. With
that thought of future joy he anointed himself and went up to the house
of the Lord. With that thought of future happiness the New Testament saints were exhorted to comfort one another, " "Ye shall ever be
with the Lord." It was for the joy set before Him that Christ
endured the cross and despised the shame. He Who has washed
them from their sins in His own blood bids His people, when men's
hearts fail to think of the things that are coming on the earth, bids

I
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them look up, their redemption draweth nigh. In the life that is to
come as well as in this life, they have hope in God, and in that hope
they rejoice, and hasten unto the coming of the day of God.
"Wherefore," said the apostle, "beloved, seeing that ye look for
such things, be diligent that ye may be found of Him in peace, without
spot and blameless."
FOLLOWER-ON.

REMINlSCENCES OF GRACE AND MERCY, AND OF MEN
OF GRACE.
" But call to remembrance the former days. "-HEBREWS x. 32.
(Continued from p. 311.)
IN 1862, the cotton famine year, I had to give up my duties as an
evening visitor, and became the Hon. Secretary of a'local Relief Fund
Committee. The distress in Lancashire was very great, owing to the
mills being compelled to cease working for lack of the raw material.
It was supposed the crisis would be over in a few months, but the
tronble continued to grow until at Christmas the number of families
or cases relieved was over 1500, or nearly 5000 individuals, in
St. Peter's district alone: say about half the population.
It ,vould be too long a story for these pages to give particulars of
the Committee's plan of operations and the method of procedure in
the distribution of relief in kind, but it is all recorded in a Report
which was drawn up after the distress had ended. Anyone desirous
of seeing the Report can do so. Suffice it to say that the labour
involved was most exhausting. Sometimes, nay frequently, I was
at it from 6 a.m, to 2 a.m. next day: there was so much correspondence,
so many returns to make, records to keep, committees to attend,
goods to order, and a host of other things to do, that my duties were
enormous. But God be thanked: "He girded me with strength,"
and I am still alive to tell the tale!
In the early days of my association with St. Peter's, I became
acquainted with Mr. Thomas Bradbury. We met occasionally at the
residence of Mr. John Scott, of Bradford Road, who was a middle-aged
man, but like-minded with Mr. Bradbury in matters of doctrine and
occupation, for both were ageuts of the Manchester City Mission.
Mr. Bradbury was appointed missioner to the colliers at Haydock,
near St. Helens, where he laboured for a nnmber of years, and was a
great instrument for good. Previously he had been brought up at
St. Jude's Church, Ancoats, where he had been blest under the
ministry of the Rev. P. J. O'Leary, the incumbent at that time, and
whom he ever held in loving remembrance. As Mr. O'Leary was
obliged to leave St. Jnde's on account of failing health, Mr. Bradbury
attached himself to St. Philip's Church, Bradford Road, Manchester,
for about eight years, where the Rev. James Bardsley (afterwards
Canon Bardsley) was the incumbent., He was the first to suggest to
Mr. Bradbury "that he should become a teacher of the Word."
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On receiving a call to minister to the work-people of the Staveley
Iron and Coal Company at Barrow Hill, near Chesterfield, Mr. Bradbury left Haydock; and after another successful period of labour at
Barrow Hill, was called to the pastorate of Grove Chapel, Camberwell,
as' successor to the gifted and highly-esteemed Joseph Irons of blessed
memory.
My visits to London were of rare occurrence, but Mr. Bradbury
was frequently in Manchester to fulfil preaching engagements_ On
one occasion, however, after Mr_ Bradbury had been' at the Grove
about eighteen years, I called to see him one Sunday afternoon and
received a hearty welcome. We had tea together and a good chat,
during which he gave me a Grove hymn-book with my name inside,
and of course I must attend the evening service at the Chapel, as I
had never seen the place. This it was my intention to do, having
heard so much about it. He seemed a bit wearied, and said, referring
to his printed sermons, "John, it becomes a difficult thing, after
preaching so long, to find anything new to say, or to present the tl1lth
in any fresh light. I don't mean anything in lieu of the Gospel, but
in illustration of it, either from inward or outward experience, for
books contain in black and white all you have previously written."
" Well," I said, "you need not let that thought trouble you, for you
cannot anticipate your experience, or know what further testimony
you may have to declare. God will be with you, and will guide you
in utterance and deed. Many ministers I know are more concerned
as to how they can ignore or distort or dispense with the old tl1lths,
and introduce fiction or so-called science instead. Not long ago, I
complained to a minister that his sermons were destitute of Gospel
truth and never referred to the work of the Holy Spirit. 'Why,'
said the minister, in a tone of surprise, ' We assume toot you klloW all
tlw.t.' 'And in doing so,' I replied, 'you make a great mistake. To
take it for granted that all the members of your congregation are
acquainted with the Gospel when you never teach it is absurd; and
those who do know the joyful sound want to hear it again and 1l0thing
else, for it is like "manna," so needful and precious to them, they
cannot do without it, and starve for want of it.' St. Paul said, 'I
determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Ohrist, and
Him crucified; and my speech and my preaching was not with
enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration 0/ the Spirit and
0/ power.' And that is the only correct attitude for any minister of
the Gospel to take, for although it is the old, old story, it is ever new to
hungry and thirsty souls." "I quite agree with you," said Mr. Bradbury, "the old Gospel can never be out of date, for it is everlasting
(Rev. xiv. 6); and in attempting to disguise it in more attractive
uniform there is always the danger of making it of none effect. We
must preach it, as the Apostle says, 'not in the words which man's
wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth, comparing spiritual
things with spiritual.''' (1 Cor. ii. 13).
On reaching the Chapel, Mr. Bradbury placed me in the family pew,
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and then conducted the service, with a sermon flavoured with the rich
things of God. It was the only visit I ever paid to Grove Chapel, a
place consecrated by free-grace recollections, but it will retain a
hallowed niche in my memory.
After service I expressed my pleasure to lIfr. Bradbury in having
seen and heard him preach once. more, and said, "Now we must part,
my dear friend, for I have a long step to take before reaching my
hotel in Euston Road." It was then 8 p.m. "Why," he said, "you
are not, surely, going to walk. A train from Denmark Hill, close by,
will take you there in a few minutes." "That may be so," I replied,
" but I walked here, and shall walk back, for I never go anywhere on
Sunday beyond walking distance." It took me two hours to reach
my destination, but I did it easily.
In closing my remarks on Grove Chapel, I should like to refer to an
excellent little book, called Jazer, written by its former pastor,-Joseph
Irons. As an epitome of Gospel truth, I don't know anything better.
It ought to be in every Christian household. It is truly Scriptural,
and a real help to all Bible students, especially to those wishful to
ascertain the distinctive doctrines of free grace. A long time ago, on
inquiring for copies, I found it was out of print, but that a mutilated
edition could be had issued by a Mr. Edwards, a Baptist, who had
substituted a chapter on Baptism, as being more in accordance with
his views than the article written by Mr. Irons on the same subject.
It was unfair, but the substitution was acknowledged by Mr. Edwards,
and showed his appreciation of the book in other respects. There
may have been other more recent reprints, of which I have not heard.
. When the Rev. F. Whylock Davis left St. Peter's, many of the
congregation attended the ministry of the Rev. Abraham Haworth,
of St. Catherine's, Newtown. He was a sound Gospel man, and a
faithful labourer for many years in a very poor parish. It was partly
under the regis and support of St. Paul's, Kersal, a wealthy congre- /
gation.
Mr. Davis had a son, also called "\Vhylock," who entered the
ministry either shortly before or soon after his father's death. He
became curate of St. James's Church, Collyhurst, Manchester, and
was a great favourite with the children. 'Vhere he went afterwards
I never knew, or have forgotten.
Owing to the dearth of free-grace ministers in Manchester, a Mr.
and Mrs. Slater, who lived in Oxford Road, conceived the idea of
engaging a room in a central position, and of inviting ministers and
men of sound doctrine to give Gospel r.ddresses. The plan matured,
and with the aid of a few friends a large upper room in the Religious
Institute, Corporation Street, was engaged for service every Thursday
evening. Subsequently, in order to ensure the continuity of the
services, a committee was formed, including Wm. Rylance, H. B.
Harrison, John Hope, S. Dronsfield, Henry Cunliffe, and myself, with
Richard Morris as secretary. The list of preachers included the Rev.
James Battersby, of Sheffield; Abraham Haworth, of Manchester;
24

354

The Gospel Magazine

Thomas Diclcillson, of Openshaw; James Bardsley, of Manchester;
J. W. Merryweather, of Sheffield; Hely H. A. Smith, of Tansley,
Matlock; W. L. Rolleston, of Scraptoft; G. W. Stratton, of Aylestone :
Thomas Davis, of Drypool; T. T. Eastmead, of Tyldesley; Mr. Hoare.
of Derby; Dr. Doudney; J ames Ormiston; George Cowell; T.
Bradbury; John Miley, of Middleton; and others.
These services continued for many years, and were a great blessing
to those who valued the opportunity of listening to a faithful Gospel
message. The building in which they were held was erected as a
depot for the .Religious Tract Society and the Bible Society; but was
subsequently acqnired by the Wholesale Co-operative Society for an
extension of their premises. The depot of the two societies was
removed to Deansgate, and the services were discontinued, owing to
deaths and other causes.
How many are like Gallio, "who cared for none of these things" ;
who are utterly indifferent to anything that may be said in the pulpit;
who cannot discriminate between truth and error; and who are just
as incapable as fish who can only float down the stream, because they
are without lite. They are dead, and we are told" the dead know not
anything" (Eccles. ix. 5). So with those who are" dead in trespasses
and sins." Until quwkened by the Divine Spirit and made "new
creatures in Christ Jesus, " they can neither" see" nor" enter" into
the kingdom of God, for as Jesus said to Nicodemus, "Ye must be
born again."
The value of discussion is seen in the result: it arouses a spirit of
inquiry, and an appeal to the only source of authority-the Holy
Scriptures. The Bereans were commended for adopting this plan:
" they searched the Scriptures daily, whether those things were so "
(Acts xvii. 11). Things that were previously taken for granted are
sometimes challenged, probably very much to our surprise; say, for
instance, the doctrine of the Atonement-was it universal or limited 1
Do not the Scriptures say that Jesus" gave Himself a ransom for all 1 "
(1 Tim. ii. 6); and are not the more limited terms, such as " me " and
"us" and" many" and" the world," "His people," "His chosen,"
etc., included in the larger term " the whole world" 1 Does not the
greater include the lesser 1 This was a problem I could not immediately solve. But I argued: if Jesus did not die for all, how could
I know that He had died for me, and that I was one of His chosen
ones 1 Then the thought that I was a sinner, and that Jesus came to
save sinners, made me desirous of an assurance that I was one for
whom He cared and whom He came to save. Conscious of my unworthiness, the lines came repeatedly to mind'
"None but Jesus

Can do helpless sinners good."
I felt" helpless" in myself, and. that only Jesus could save. I must
trust to Him entirely for deliverance; and by the teaching of His
blessed Spirit and the lamp of His Holy Word, I was led to see and
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know that I had a vital interest in His life and death. Bnt pardon
and peace I did not fully realize until after reading J ames's Anxious
Enquirer.
:Many other questions arose out of the discussion, which I do not
wish to refer to, except on one point connected with the Atonement.
Was this a definite act by Covenant arrangement to redeem and bring
to glory those chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world 1
(Eph. i. 4). Or was it a contingent sacrifice to give mankind a chance
of salvation, and dependent on the exercise of the human will,
erroneously described as free 1 The latter is unscriptural, because it
is distinctly stated in the Word that it depends not on "the will of
man, but of God" (John i. 13). Further, we are also taught that men
will not come to Christ, because they cannot. "No man can come to
:Me, except the Father which hath sent :Me draw him" (John vi. 44).
As salvation, therefore, is not universal, neither can redemption be, for
it is said that He (Jesus) "shall see of the travail of His soul, and
shall be satisfied" (Isa. liii. 11). How, then, could He be satisfied if
any for whom He died are not saved 1
:My early penchant for walking developed as the years went on, until
as a young man I could manage to cover a distance of fifty miles in
one day. In this particular walk from SaHord to Buxton and back
I had a New Testament with me, and committed to memory the
Epistle to the Philippians. TMre was at that time no railway beyond
Stockport, and in passing Whaley Bridge I sprained my ankle in
walking on some fresh metal on the road, which I thought would
prevent further progress, but it did not; for as it would be as difficult
to wr.lk back as to go forward, I decided to complete my walk, and
had not much further trouble with my ankle. I asked God to help
me through, and He did.
Ten years ago I had a most remarkable railway experience. The
day was sultry, and in coming home from town I was alone in the
caniage and asleep, when the train stopped at my station. The
whistling of the guard to restart the train awoke me, and I jumped up
to open the door, and could have got out safely; but remembering
that I had a small parcel on the rack, and thinking I had time to
secure it, I stepped back for a moment, but that moment spelt disaster;
for when I jumped out with the parcel and my feet touched the platform, I was twisted round, lost my balance, and fell against the moving
train. :My right arm rested on the footboard of the caniage, and I
was dragged along a few yards until the footboard failed me and I fell
under the train. Thinking I should surely be killed or maimed,
I said, "Lord, help me," and was delighted to find I had escaped the
wheels. The part of the platform where I fell had been recently
extended and was built of wood, being hollow underneath. As I fell
under the train I was caught by the footboard of the next caniage,
which probably assisted m.e into the cavity, and by God's help saved
me. The station-master had seen me fall, and stopped the train as
soon as possible, and then cam.e to look for me. Hearing his voice,
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I shouted out-" Pass the train on, please, I am all right." I waited
until the train had gone, and on emerging from beneath the platform
found a doctor at my elbow. He lived close by, and had been called
to render any assistance that might be required. I stood up, looked
at my hands and feet, and said, "Thank God, I haven't a bone
broken!" The doctor said, "You have had a wonderful escape;
what can I do for you 1" I said I would like to sit on the platform
chair a few minutes, if he would kindly help me across the line, as I
was somewhat short of breath. He did so, and although my clothing
was tattered and torn I thought nothing of that, as I had received
little or no personal injury that I knew of. After a few minutes I said
I would go home, as my house was only a short distance away. He
really thought that I should collapse from the shock if I attempted
to walk, and went with me. On reaching home I decided to have a
hot bath, and a good rest after it, when I thought the effects of the
accident would have disappeared. But when I had stripped for the
bath I found that I was more injured than I had imagined, and that
my legs were badly bruised and bleeding. The doctor bandaged my
legs, and said I must go to bed and remain there for some time. He
attended me for several weeks, until my wounds were healed and my
strength returned. Everyone said that my escape was a" miracle" ;
so that it appears miracles do still happen, notwithstanding all that
critics may say to the contrary. "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and
forget not all His benefits; Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; Who
healeth all thy diseases; Who redeemeth thy life from destruction;
Who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies; Who
satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth is renewed
like the eagle's" (Psa. ciii..2-5).
" Wonders of grace to God belong,
Repea.t His mercies in your song."

One other circumstance I will record. Early ill the present year
I had another accident. I fell against a chair in the dark, and in
falling dislocated my right shoulder. I was surprised to read in the
GOSPEL ~{AGAZINE that our old friend-the Rev. R. J. Noyesthousands of miles away in Canada, had had a similar accident to his
left shoulder about the same time. I thought it was somewhat remark·
ble. To me it was a most painful e:l>.l'erience, and I can therefore
sympathize with Mr. Noyes in the suffering and distress he must have
had. A young man-a neighbour of mine-has more recently had
a like mishap, and was teUing me that five years ago he had his collarbone broken, and said that he "would prefer to have it twice broken
than one shoulder dislocation". I am still suffering from the effects
of my accident, although the pain is less acute. In Mr. Noyes' case,
his trouble has been further aggravated by an attack of small-pox.
May he realize that" his times are in God's hand," and that the God
of comfort will in His own time and way tum his mourning into joy!
I must close my narrative. The question may be asked, Is it worth
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while to recall the former days ~ Yea; it is profitable, and it is also
a duty. God says, Remember! We can only recall what has passed,
and profit by its lessons. "Whatsoever things were written aforetime
.were wriuen tor our learning, that we through patience and comfort
of the Scriptures might have hope'" (Rom. xv. 4). May we not add,
with the deepest thankfulness for mercies already received and
blessings anticipated-" Surely goodness and mercy shall follow us all
the days of our lite ~ " (Psa. xxiii. 6).
10

There is' a. Heart, there is a Hand, we feel but cannot Bee;

We've always been provided for; and we shall always be."'
Bramhall. May, 1921.

J. E.

WINDER.

[N.B. In the July issue, p. 306, line 20, the word "overboard ' I should
read" overhea.d," and in line 30 the words, .. two years" should read <l ten
years." ED.]

"ABUNDANCE OF RAIN."
" There is a· sound of abundance of rain."-1 KINGS xviii. 41.
prolonged drought of the present summer has caused many
thoughts in the minds of men who know not the Lord, of which the
writer has had more than one evidence. An educated sceptic confessed that it was impossible to account for it apart from the will of
the Creator, and even acknowledged that there must be a national
reason for its continuance.
Those who do know the Lord are very solemnly convinced both
as to its cause and its intention; and our exercises are consonant
with the principles of the Divine government as laid down in the
Scriptures of truth. It is a remarkable fact that many servants of
God have of late felt a check, or at least a hesitation, in praying for
rain, on account of the continuance and increase of national sin and
departure from God. The only ground upon which liberty has been
felt in prayer has been the fact that we form a part of the nation, and
thus partake of the national judgment; and that we are the accepted
intercessors on behalf of the nation.
We have in 1 Kings xvii. a record of seven downward steps in national
apostasy: the sin of Jeroboam, of Baasha, of Elah, of Zimri. Of
Omri, the successor of Zimri, we read that "he did worse than all
that were before him." Of Ahab, the son of Omri, it is recorded that
" he did evil in the sight of the Lord above all that were before him;
and did more to provoke the Lord God of Israel to anger than all the
kings that were before him." Not content with the idolatry within
the nation, he imported worse idolatry from Zidon. Then, to crown
the list, Hiel, doubtless encouraged by the royal example, in rebuilding
Jericho brought down a curse that had slumbered for 530 years,
"according to the word of the Loi:d which He spake by Joshua, the
son of Nun."
But behold, Elijah the man of God suddenly appeared in the land,
THE
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and closed heaven by his prayers. For some time he was sustained
at the brook Cherith. This brook, "at the end of days," dried up
for want of rain; and every child of God knows something of the
failure of providential and even gracious brooks. Then in wondrous
mercy the prophet is sent to Zarephath, a city of Zidon, to be sustained
by a godly widow! Thus Ahab married a woman of Zidon and
brought judgment upon the land; and Jehovah sent His servant to
another woman of Zidon for her maintenance and his own. " The
barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the Cluse of oil fail, according to
the word at the Lord which He spake by Eliiah." Thus the identical
words used concerning the curse pronounced by Joshua are used of
the blessing pronounced by Elijah. Child of God, be of good cheer!
Will God keep a curse in memory for 530 years and forget His promised
blessings ~ If He is so slow to anger, will He not hasten mercy 1 If
He sets His face against a rebel, will He overlook a child 1
We have next that the God who had said to Elijah, "Hide thyself,"
now said to him, "Show thyself." The history of the gathering of the
people and the false prophets on Mount Carmel is familiar to us all.
But there is one feature of it that may be sometimes overlooked.
After Elijah had vindicated the authority of Jehovah, who answered
by fire, and silenced the worshippers of Baal, the god of firc, hc said
to Ahab: "Get thee up, eat and drink; for there is a sound of abundance of rain." It is plain from the narrative that when the prophet
said this, there was not only no rain falling, bnt no sign of rain was
to be seen. How, then, are his words to be understood ~ The sequel
tclls us. The man of faith, the man of prayer, the man of God, cast
himself down upon the earth, and put his face between his knees, in
agony of earnest prayer. His servant went to look toward the sea,
and returned, saying, "There is nothing." Six times he went, and saw
nothing; on the seventh visit the little cloud arose.
Here we have the solution. The servant judged by sight and sense:
the result was nothing. The prophet judged by faith: the faith
realized the ab",ulance before it came. Child of God! you have the
key to the problem in your own bosom. So long as you" judge the
Lord by feeble sense" you have nothing: when you "bust Him for
His grace" you have ab"'ulance, even before that abundance comes
from tbe cloud. The earth was as iron, the heavens were as brass,
the pitiless sun beating th.e hardened earth, when the prophet ascended
to the top of Carmel; yet before he climbed a single step, his faith
heard the sound of the abundance of rain that was so soon to come.
The abundance resides and ever abides in Jesus; in Him all fulness
dwells. All earthly brooks may and do dry up; the supply of meal
in the barrel may have dwindled to a handful; thc fig tree may not
blossom, nor fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive may fail,
and the fields yield no meat.; the flock may he cut off from the fold,
and there be no herd in the stalls: but Jehovah liveth. Looking
within, there may not be present evidence of much grace in exercise:
then is the time to look away to Jesus. Thus Paul's loving counsel to
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Timothy: "My son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus"not in the supply of grace He has imparted. And thus the Master's.
own loving assurance to His servant Paul: "My grace is sufficient
for thee." All supplies of grace, all needed supplies of providential
good, are treasured up in Jesus for every needy soul; nor shall the
supply ever fail while the God of Israel liveth.
Crieldewood.
WILLIAM '" ILEMAN.
SPIRITUAL MEDITATIONS.
By THE LATE

G. A.,

OF BIRKENHEAD.

" The Lord our God is menit-ut, and He is gracious."
proof of this, behold His dealing with Simon, James, and John,
the fishermen of Galilee. He enters into Simon's ship, using it as a
pulpit, in which He sat down for a time to speak a word to the people.
Now these poor fishermen had been toiling all night without any
success; but whatever unbelieving thoughts might arise in their
poor, weak, sinful hearts as they observed the Lord take the use of
one of their boats, they waited on His doctrine and His word, and
freely let Him have it. "Ab," say unbelief and carnal reason, " it's
all very well to have preaching, but there is a time for everything,
and surely it is high time for us to be getting some fish, for we have
lost a deal of time now trying, we have been toiling all night and not
a fish. Perhaps this is now the very time we should be able to get
a lot; and what if there come some fine large shoals when He is preaching? What if that should be just the very time when they will come,
and they will be off whenever He is done speaking, and our chance
for the day lost? "
No doubt but this is the language of 1mbelief and carnal reason at
such times; for have I not proved it for myself? Has not my own
base and wicked heart often and again thrown up that kind of mire
and dirt? And has not the Lord's subsequent goodness in the most
kind, sovereign, and bountiful dispensations of His providence given
the lie to all the mutterings of the unbelieving heart? It has indeed!
The Lord's merciful and gracious way on this occasion (Luke v.
I-H) proves the tender compassion of His heart. He knew their
frame, and He remembered they were dust. It was as if He said,
" You will be no loser in the end, or in this present event, by giving
to Me both your boat and your valuable time. My words are spirit
and life, and the life is more than meat, even as the body is more
valuable than the clothing that covers it. Shall any of My poor,
needy people ever be losers by waiting on Me in the preaching of the
Word of eternal life? Nay, verily, for down to the end of time they
that thus sow spirituals, and the)" who gather fruit unto life eternal,
shall not want all needed" temporals."
"Wait on the Lord, and be thou strong,
And He shall he! p afford
FOR

..
360

The Gospel Magazine
Unto thine heart; yea, do thou wait,

My soul, upon the Lord."
He Who came to redeem the souls of His dear people from sin and
hell, can well provide for all their necessities during this time state ;
He Who holds their soul in life, and suffers not their (temporal) feet
to be moved, was not forgetful of their wants, and out of His boundless
provision He shall supply them too. In giving up for the time to their
dear Lord the use of their boat, and sitting to hear His word, they were
really seeking first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and
they had His word for it, that they should have all these temporal
things added thereto.
But to the spiritual eye it is beautiful to notice that Jesus first
permitted them to toil all night and take nothing. He could have
given them a great "take" during the night as easily as He gave
it after His sermon-fat
"Depths of the earth are in His hand,
The strength of hills is His."
". . . He made the earth to be;
The waters cannot thee distress,
Thy Husband made the sea."
(E. Er8kine.)
Bat' there must be a preparedness of heart for the Gospel feast.
"The full soul loatheth an honeycomb, but to the hungry every bitterthing is sweet." Now these were hungry souls. Oh, how oftjlrr does
the blessed Lord send a cleanness of teeth upon His dear elect, in order
to make their hearts sick of the things of time and sense, before He
blesses to them His own word! He spreads death upon the work
of their hands, and they say, "We can but die," so we might as well
die hearing the word of the truth of the Gospel. What good (they say)
will these time things do my soul in the hour and article of death 1
'Why should I be so inordinately set upon them-why should my
heart dwell upon them as if they were my all 1 Has the Lord withheld them, or taken away what I once possessed 1
"He never takes a.way our all;

Himself He gives us stilL"
The Lord tries His people by providential disappointments, brings
them to wait upon Him in the preaching of His word, blesses that word
to their souls, and then opens to them His bountiful hand. Soon as
He had done preaching, He says, " Launch out into the deep, and let
down your nets for-nothing 1 nay, for a draught."
",Jesus, at Thy command

I launch into the deer,
And leave my nati..e land
Where sin lulls all asleep.
For Thee, I would the world resign,
And sail to heaven with Thee and Thine."
Now the Lord will show these poor Galilean fishermen what He
can do. He will call on the fish to praise Him. They must come
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at His bidding, and fill those nets, even to breaking. Oh, my most
dear and blessed Lord, what a God Thou art, thus to "break Thy
people's hearts in twain, and bring proud nature. down"! And they
beckoned unto their partners which were in the 'other ship that they
should come and help them. "And is this the manner of man, 0 Lord
God 1 " said dear David; when Thy blessings come (after a time of
trial and shutting up) they are like the very bottles of heaven, that
pour themselves upon the thirsty earth. So He pours them out a
blessing till there is not room in the poor heart to receive it. Then it
is, Come near, all ye that fear God, and Iwill tell what He hath done
for mv sou!. When the dear Lord sends down into the hearts of His
elect ~ draught of love divine they must tell it out, they must call
for their fellows, their partners, for they be all one company, sinners
saved by grace.
" And they came and filled both the ships, so that they began to
sink." Simon, you lent Me one ship, behold I have filled two, besides
what is in the net. Is My word not a sure word 1 an hundredfold
more in this life, and in the world to come life everlasting.
How many a dear vessel of mercy has felt, under the overpowering
weight of the blessed Spirit's gales in the heart, as if his poor vessel
would sink; the body is not able to bear up under the pressure of
.J;hose glorious manifestations of the sovereign and eternal love of
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Oh that I may find it so again and again!
And now note the confession of Peter. "When Simon Peter saw
it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a
sinful man, 0 Lord." What! all this mercy and blessing to such a
vile wretch as I 1 Oh, but sin does appear in all its hatefulness here:
"I am a sinful man, 0 Lord." Such is the confession of everyone
who has obtained mercy; who has proved these spiritual things for
himself ; who has been brought low and the Lord has helped him;
who has been ground down under the weight of a wicked, unbelieving
heart; and delivered therefrom by the free mercy of God in Christ
Jesus. The more His glory shines forth, the deeper in self-abasement
he falls.
. Oh, what a blessed sight Peter must have had of his Lord and God,
at that time: how his heart must have loved Him! He would not
despise His bOllllties, but for the time they would be all forgotten
before the sight of such a Lord God.
" Thyself impart: for Thee alone
My All·in·All I pray."
The false-hearted professor will ever be content with His gifts;
that is what his profession brings him in this life; but the true-born
child of God must have Himself.
The unclean devil of the previous chapter saw Him and knew Him
to be the Holy One of God, but he wanted Him not. But Peter says,
" To whom can we go but unto Thee 1 " and Thomas confessed that
He was his Lord and his God.
June 28, 1877.
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"WHAT DO YE IMAGINE AGAINST THE LORD 1 "

THIS question was asked by Divine inspiration. It was not uttered
by word of mouth, but was put into writing (see Nahum i. 1) and
addressed to that great and mighty nation of Assyria that had so
frequently persecuted God's people and had sought their destruction.
Assyria and Babylon were two godless nations, highly civilized, but
given over to the basest forms of idolatry and spiritism. Their rulers
desired that the true worship of J EHOVAH should cease, and therefore
it was their aim to destroy the people of Israel and J udah.
Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, was one of the chief seats of idolatrous and debasing heathen worship. Its wickedness (Jonah i. 2)
was such that the Lord commissioned Jonah to proceed to the city
and proclain its overthrow. The warning was taken to heart by
its· inhabitants, they repented and turned from their evil ways, and
God spared their city for a certain number of years. Time passed,
and the inhabitants again became so corrupt and such opposers of
God's people Israel that the original sentence against Nineveh came
into force. Although" the Lord is slow to anger" (Nahum i. 3),
yet He will by no means permit the persistently guilty to remain
unpunished (Exod. xxxiv. 7). He therefore sent His servant, the
prophet Nahnm, to make known (and he did it in writing) that the
Lord's just and holy wrath was to be poured out upon Niveveh. Nahum
was directed to publish the faet that the Lord would" make an utter
end" of the city (Nahum i. 9)-that He would so perfectly perform
the work that no second effort would be necessary.
So completely was Nineveh destroyed that, by the second century
of the Christian era, all trace of its situation was lost, and it is only
in modern times that its site has been rediscovered.
That the power and might of the Assyrian empire was immense can
be learned from various passages of Scripture. For instance it is
recorded in 2 Kings xviii. 17 that the king of Assyria sent" a great
host against Jerusalem." Rabshakeh, the political officer of this
host, used the height of insulting language towards the Jews, and
the God of Israel. He said the Lord hath sent this army to destroy
Jerusalem. It is useless for any attempt to be made to defend it;
for such is its condition that if I offered to lend 2000 horses, the people
of Jerusalem could not find riders to place upon them. This chief
officer said further to the people, " Let not Hezekiah your king deceivc
you, saying, The LORD will deliver, for none of the gods of the nations
have been able to deliver out of the hands of the king of Assyria "
(2 Kings xviii. 33).
When King Hezekiah became acquainted with this blasphemy, he
turned to the prophet Isaiah and begged him to cry to God for help
and deliverance. He also himself waited upon God and besought
Him to appear on His people's behalf. The Lord heard the prayer
of His faithful ones, who were concerned for the honour of His great
and holy Name, and God's answer was seen in the camp of the
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Assyrians. God's angel went through the host of Assyria and 185,000
warriors were found dead in the morning. The king of Assyria was
shortly afterwards slain in the house of his heathen god as he was
engaged in idolatrous worship.
The Jews did not have to fight in that war.
Well might the inspired prophet inquire, "What do ye imagine
against the Lord 1" None ever have fought against God and finally
prospered in so doing.
Has the history of Assyria and its capital, Nineveh, any lesson for
God's people to-day 1 Surely it has.
In a spiritual sense there are but two kingdoms in the world to-day
-the kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the kingdom of Satan.
To one or other of these kingdoms all mankind belongs. Judged from
the human standpoint the followers of the Lord Jesus are few in
number and weak in influence. On the other hand, the forces arrayed
under the Satanic banner ar.e immense, both in number and in worldly
power. This mighty hostr--composed of the votaries of every form
of unbelief, and misbelief,. and no belief--is gathering together for a
great onslaught upon God's truth, and its members are impatient
to raise the cry of victory. . Victory shall not be theirs.
The prophet demanded of these people's prototype, "What do ye
imagine against the Lord 1" "What do you propose to do by which
to withstand Jehovah 1" In Psa. ii. God has given His answer to
His prophet's question to Assyria. He says (verses 1 and 2), It is
true there is a great conspiracy against Me and My anointed Son, but
." the people imagine a vain thing." Their plot cannot succeed.
The combination of forces opposing God's written Word and the
Incarnate Word are tremendous. In all the professing churches false
teachers have sprung up, who set God's Word aside, and in so doing
they are making commou cause with the avowed enemies of true
religion; but the day is coming when the Lord will say, "No further,"
and the mighty host shall be destroyed by God's judgment as surely
as the great army of Assyria was.
As it was in the days of the prophet ,Jeremiah (Jer. xxiii. 17) soit
is now. Men" say unto everyone that walketh after the imagination
of his own heart, No evil shall come upon you," but when the Lord
begins His work of judgment upon the wicked, He will not cease until
" He has performed the thoughts of His heart" (Jer. xxiii. 20).
Rabshakeh used God's name in vain, and so do the false teachers
of to-day.
At that time "the daughter of Zion" was enabled, by God's
authority, to despise the proud boasting of Assyria, and now true
believers have the authority of God's Word for saying, "Blessed is
that man that maketh the Lord his trust, and respecteth not the proud
nor such as turn aside to lies" (Psa. xl. 4).
The destruction of Nineveh is a foreshowing of what will yet overtake the rejectors of God's unchangeable Word. "No weapon formed
---{)r forged-against it can finally prosper." "Therefore, beloved
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brethren, be ye stcdfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work
of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know" that it is not a vain thing to serve
the Lord (1 Cor. xv. 58).

P. I. B.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE

GOSPEL

MAGAZINE .

• DEAR friend,-The following should cheer our friends. Throngh
reading one of the books of the Mission a man was convicted of sin.
Overburdened he sought the Lord and found mercy. His heartfelt
testimony is my Saviour and my Lord, and now he thirsts for the
Word of God and finds it his meat and drink. A distributor writes:
"Many thanks for the most nseful parcel. The same are always
welcome. The needs this way are exceeding great and none but
Christ can satisfy. I shall be glad at any time for further supplies."
A subscriber writes: "God's Word does seem so little esteemed in
these days that yours is indeed a necessary work." We read of
Wycliffe's poor preachers that" they had learned to regard as their
chief duty the faithful scattering of the seed of God's Word, and
their sole aim was to minister sound nourishment to the people."
Such is our work, and to labour on we need more financial help from
new friends, which we earnestly and prayerfully look for.
Yours sincerely,

6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
Bristol, J,me 6, 1921.

R. E. BRIDER.
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MRS. E. BELL BAXENDALL.
THERE are those in God's chosen, redeemed, and sanctified family on
earth whose tenderness of heart, deep spiritual desires and longings,
and intense love of the Lord Jesus in His Person, connect them ever
in one's thoughts with the inspired Song of Songs. The continual
hungering and thirsting for a closer and ever closer communion with
the Fairer than the children of men, the yearning to hear the words
of the grace-filled lips of the Master's speaking more and more clearly
to the soul, the heart waiting to hear the quietest whisper of His
voice, and the daily earnest e:>.-pectation of His glorious appearing
subdued by the Master Himself into patient, willing acquiescence in
His will, all these breatbe the exquisite heart-music of that sacred
Song. How it strengthens the weak hanru" confirms feeble knees,
and comforts fearful hearts to listen to those to whom the Chiefest
among ten thousand is indeed the one all-absorbing theme, beside
Whom earthly sun-oundings and earthly themes sink into insignificance_
Such a heavenly mind had that true saint of God, Mrs. Baxendall, a
reader and lover of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for very many years. On
Friday morning, June 24th last, she heard the longed-for call, and the
chief desire of her heart was at last fulfilled-she saw the Lord Jesus as He
is, no longer through a glass darkly, no longer showing Himself through
the lattice, but face to face-without a veil between, and she is satisfied.
In His Presence is fuhless of joy, and the days of her mourning are
ended. "All through my new life," she wrote, "the craving desire
has been to hold fellowship with Him, but it felt as if He continually
put me off with His gifts instead of granting the realization of His
Personal love, and thus keeps me hungering and unsatisfied. The
Comforter Himself seems far from me. No doubt it is He Who has
enabled me to endure through this long life-time of hope defen-ed.
Well, it is all in the Covenant plan, and' according to the pattern,'
and in this I strive to quiet myself." For many weary months she
has longed that each night might be the last before the dawn, yet
knowing that she would be satisfied when she did see Him, that it
was the right tinle. How sweet the Lord Jesus must be to the heart
of one who can be satisfied with nothing short of Himself, and whose
constant Spirit-wrought prayer is, "Show me now Thy Face, let me
hear Thy Voice; nearer, my God, to Thee, nearer to Thee." And
thus, her 82nq birthday past last Easter-day, in her pilgrim's room,
bright with the afternoon sun, and later, filled with the glories of the·
sunset, she waited and eagerly watched for the 'breaking of the endless
day; for there is no night there. "One truth," she wrote, "sometimes helps me: this life is our only opportunity for sharing the
Master's sufferings; there is glory to be revealed." With mind alert
and active, but physically helpless, she did what ·she could, knowing
our utter and absolute dependence on the Lord for ability to perform
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any act in His service, if blessing is to follow. In sending for some of
my father's words for distribution, she says; "I put them in letters
when I feel the liberty to do so; I can do nothing of myself."
And that blessing did follow she knew. "How much indebted"
she was to his writings she wished us to know; "they have been a
power in my life," she wrote; and after he went Home, for his sake,
she graciously gave the writer a place amongst her correspondents,
and her letters and messages are valued as jewels. Her heart had
long been possessed with the Spirit·inspired, fervent longing for, and
expectation of the near return of, the Lord from Heaven. Sweet are
the lines written many years ago ;"Good is the thought that while we sojo~rn here
In all our wanderings the Lord is near;

And better still that should He call us Home
We shall be with Him-never more to roam;

But far beyond compare the thought is best
That He shall come and take us to our rest."
This" blessed hope" was very precious also to her deeply-taught,
spiritualy-minded father-a clergyman and a friend of Bishop Waldegrave, whose memory she loved, Her husband, also a clergyman, was
like·minded. I earnestly hope that particulars of her life will be
told by her beloved friend; it would be all for the glory of God and
our edification. And so we turn back from the river which she crossed
with such willing, eager feet, more than conqueror through Jesus
Christ Who loved her and washed her in His most precious blood.
To Him be glory for ever and ever. Earth's shadows have gathered
more thickly about the pilgrim way, one hand less is stretched out
to help, one more trne, tender, loving heart has ceased to beat., the
voice of another fellow-pilgrim is silent here, but her words come back
triumphantly; "Fellow-citizen, you and I together shall yet praise
Him." Blessedly sure is the promise; "And they shall see His Face."
L, ORMlSTON.

ll'lroHstant i5eacon.
PROTES'L'ANT POINTS.
IV. SACRIFICE.
PROTESTANTS believe in "the one obligation of Christ finished upon
the cross." They hold that "the offering of Christ once made is
that perfect r~demption, propitiation, and satisfaction for all the sins
of the whole world both original and actual; and there is none other
satisfaction for sin but that alone." I cite' Article XXXI of the
Church of England as expressing the faith of all true Protestants with
regard to the finished character of our Lord's propitiatory sacrifice.
This faith is in accordance with Holy Scripture, and its antithesis
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is the teaching of the apostasy of Rome that in the Mass there is a
propitiatory sacrifice, offered by the priest, for the sins of the living
and the dead.
1. The teaching of Holy Scripture is that Christ's sacrifice was
offered" once fOT all," i.e., never to be repeated. This is the plain
teaching of the Epistle to the Hebrews, e.g., chapter ix. 11, 12. ".But
Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater
and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say,
not of this building; neither by the blood of goats and calves, but
by His own blood, He entered in ONCE into the holy place, HAVING
OBTAINED ETERNAL REDEMPTION for us" (chap. x. 10), "By the which
will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ
once for all" (chap. vii. 27), "Who needeth not daily, as those high
priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the
people's: for this He did once (compare R.V. 'once for all,' the
translation of one Greek word) when He offered up Himself."
This sacrifice was propitiatory. It made expiation for the sins of
those for whom Christ died, as we learn from Heb. x. 14: "By one
offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified" (see
also verses 15-18). This teaching is confirmed by Eph. i. 7 : "In whom
we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins";
and by 1 Pet. iii. 18: "For Christ also hath once suffered for sins,
the Just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God." It is evident
from these Scriptures that ." there remaineth no more a sacrifice for

. "

SIllS.

2. The Gospel is the proclamation of the remission of sins on the
ground of the redemption effected by the sacrifice of Christ, "Whom
God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood"
(Rom. iii. 25). So, too, Acts xiii. 38: "Be it InlOwn unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this Man is preached unto you
the forgiveness of sins." If every true believer's sins are forgiven,
he no longer needs a propitiatory sacrifice, as is declared ill Heb. x. 18,
"Now where remission of these (sins-see preceding verse) is, there
is no more offering for sin."
The believer has the assurance of God's Holy Word that his sins
are all forgiven through the finished work of his Redeemer (Col. ii.
13), "Having forgiven you all trespasses" (see also Col. i. 14; Heb. ix.
14). It is this great fact that is the glory of the Gospel. Those who
are in Christ Jesus, the quickened and believing people of God, are
no longer "children of wrath," as others, but are saved by grace,
through faith, and there is to them" no condemnation" (Eph. ii. 8 ;
Rom. viii. 1).
The doctrine of the Mass sacrifice subverts this, and keeps those
who believe it in continual uncertainty and doubt of ultimate salvation.
3. The resurrection of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ from the
dead is a proof of the justification of His people for whom He died.
They are accounted righteous in Him, Who was" made to be sin on

368

The Gospel Magazine

our behalf; that we might become the righteousness of God in Him"
(2 Cor. v. 21, R.V.). They do not need, therefore, any other sacrifice
for sins than that of Him" Who His own self bare our sins in His own
body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto
righteousness" (1 Peter ii. 24). Nor does God need any, or any
representation of it; "For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more, being reconciled,
we shall be saved BY HIS LIFE." "He ever liveth to make intercession
for us" (Heb. vii. 25). Christ's intercession is founded upon His
fmished work upon the cross, as is taught in Rom. viii. 34; Heb. vii.
24-27 inclusive, and therefore is continuous and all-prevailing.
His ascension into heaven was an evidence that His mediatorial
work was accepted of God, and His session at His right hand shows
that His expiatory sacrifice was finished, and never to be repeated,
as is so plainly state,d in Heb. x. 11-14: "Every priest standeth daily
ministeriug and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices which C2.n never
take away sins; but this man after He had offered ONE SACRIFICE
FOR SINS FOR EVER sat down on the right hand of God; from
henceforth expecting till His enemies be made His footstool. For by
ONE OFFERING HE HATH PERFECTED FOR EVER them that
are sanctified."
Lloydminster (Sask.), Canada.
ROBERT J. NOYEs.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE Jubilee Meetings of the Homsey Rise Home, on July 1, were largely
attended, many friends from the country being present. The day
was fine and the opportunity of fellowship was much enjoyed. The
inmates were cheered by many of the visitors calling upon them in
their neat and well·appoiuted rooms. The Sale of Work in the Hall
was opened by Mrs. Goddard 'Clarke, a valued supporter of the
Institution; Mrs. Hayles and Miss Harrington also gave brief addresses.
The sermons were preached by the Rev. W. Brooke, of Croydon,
from Hebrews xiii. 5, and by the Rev. Dr. Hamilton from Psa. cxxv. 1,
2. The Chapel of the Home was crowded and the messages were
much appreciated. Among those present were the Revs. W. Sinden,
G. Stephenson, and W. F. Wailer, Miss S. A. Hayles, and Messrs.
J. C. Dennis, S. Arnold, and A. Boulden.
Help has been forthcoming during the month, from Cranbrook,
Chatham, St. Albans, Streatham, and other places, where the Lord's
people feel an interest in an Institution which is for the poor and aged
of our "kindred in Christ." The eight Homes form an important
part of the work; in them nearly 200 of the pensioners dwell. May
we say, " Visit them and see for yourselves" the benefit and blessing'
which the Lord has privileged this Society to bestow upon His bloodbought family.

