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AN APPEAL TO OUR READERS.
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE"

FUND.

SOME time ago we placed before our readers, on behalf
of our Co-Trustees, a frank statement of our financial
position. In consequence of the greatly increased cost of
printing and. postage we felt it necessary to make an
urgent appeal for prayer and for regular financial help.
The Trustees desire to thank God for His gracious answer
to our united prayers. They praise Him for His enabling
help and goodness during the year 1921, and they warmly
thank our many readers, rich and poor, for their liberal
response to our appeal.
They wish, however, to remind them that the need
of financial aid is no less urgent than it was. The
Magazine is published very considerably below cost price,
and only by the regular help of our many friends can
it continue to be issued. The need of testimony to the
great doctrines of grace was never greater. The Trustees,
therefore, confidently look up to our Covenant-keeping
God still to dispose the hearts of His scattered people
to supply them with the necessary funds to carry on
this important work. They would also urge our readers
to use aB their influence to increase the circulation.
Donations and Annual Contributions may be sent to the
Publisher, Mr. Samuel Arnold, 74 Strand, London, W.C. 2,
or to the Editor.
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.. Who comIortetb U9 in all our tribulation. that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trQable. by the comfort wherewil;b. we oumelvee are oomforted of God:'-2 COR. i. 4.

THE QUICKENING WORD.
" Thy word hath quickened me."-PsALM

CXlX.

50.

THE verb "to quicken" occurs no less than eleven times in the
one hundred and nineteenth psalm. In nine of these instances the
psalmist cries to GOD to put forth His quickening power. He
realizes that all life comes from GOD. He recognizes that he himself
needs fresh life, fresh vigour, and fresh energy, and his prayer is,
" Quicken Thou me according to Thy word" (verse 25). He wants
to walk in the LORD'S way, not in his own, and hence he prays,
"Quicken Thou me in Thy way" (verse 37). Feeling, however,
that spiritual quickening must be an act of Divine grace, he prays,
" Quicken me, 0 LORD, according to Thy lovingkindness" (verses
88, 159). This word "quicken" is translated "revive" in the
words, "Wilt Thou not revive us again: that Thy people may
rejoice in Thee 1 " (Psa. lxxxv. 6). Who is there in the LORD'S
family who does not need to pray often for Divine quickening 1
Do we not all get cold and almost lifeless in the service of our GOD 1
We shall do well, therefore, if we often pray for the quickening and
reviving power of GOD the HOLY GHOST, "the LORD and GIVER
of lif.e. "
" Quicken us, and we will call upon Thy name. Turn us again,
o LORD GOD of hosts, cause Thy face to shine; and we shall be
saved" (Psa. lxxx. 18, 19). The LORD, however, uses means for
the quickening of His people. Hence, twice in this long psalm
the word of GOD is referred to as the means which He uses to revive
His people. "I will never forget Thy precepts: for with them Thou
hast quickened me" (verse 93). "This is my comfort in my
affliction: for Thy Word halh quickened me" (verse 50). It is of
the quickening word that we specially desire to write in this Family
Portion.
1. It is clear that the LORD uses His Word as a means 0/ quickening
those who are dead in sin.
"Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of GOD."
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There is a natural hearing and there is a spiritual hearing. The
hearing which issues iu saving faith is the hearing of one who has
been quickened through the Word. GOD uses His Own word to
awaken the dead, and to give spiritual heariug to the deaf. Then
faith cometh as the result of such heariug. " Whosoever shall call
on the name of the LORD shall be saved," but how shall one call on
Him iu Whom he has not believed? and how shall he believe iu
Him of Whom he has not heard? and how shall he hear without a
preacher? (See Rom. x. 13-17).
The preachiug of the Word is used of GOD to briug about an
awakeniug of the dead iu siu. This is what happened on the day
of Pentecost. Many who heard the word were "pricked iu their
heart" and "they that gladly received his word were baptized:
and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand
souls" (Acts ii. 37, 41). Sergius Paulus "desired to hear the Word
of GOD." Later, he believed, " being astonished at the doctrine of
the LORD" (Acts xiii. 7, 12). In a mysterious way which we
cannot explaiu, men " are born agaiu, not of corruptible seed, but
of incorruptible, by the word of GOD, which liveth and abideth for
ever" (1 Pet. i. 23). They are also said to be" born of the SPIRIT,"
but evidently the SPIRIT uses the word as the means of regenerating
dead sinners. This remarkable work of grace is altogether Diviue
in its origin. The sons of GOD are born, " not of blood, nor of the
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of GOD." "0/ His Own
will begat He us with the word of truth" (John i. 13; James i. 18).
The word of the Gospel when preached comes " not iu word only,
but also in power, and in the HOLY GHOST," with the result that
men are regenerated and turned to GOD to serve Him and to wait
for His SON from heaven, even JESUS our DELIVERER from the
wrath to come. Our LORD teaches us in the parable of the Sower
that " the seed is the word of GOD," and that it is through the
sowing of that seed that some receive the word to their soul's
eternal salvation. They are quickened through the word applied
to their hearts by the SPIRIT. In the case of wayside hearers the
devil" taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they should
believe and be saved" (Luke viii. 12). He fails, however, to iuterfere with the quickeniug power of the Word in the case of good
ground hearers. We read in the Acts of the Apostles of Gentiles
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who "glorified the Word of the LORD: and as many as were
ordained to eternal life believed" (xiii. 48). Satan cannot hinder
the word of the Gospel from exercising its quickening and saving
power when the set time to favour GOD'S elect people has arrived.
The 'Word of the Gospel which goeth forth out of the mouth of the
LORD shall accomplish that which He pleases, and it shall prosper
in the thing whereto He sends it (see Isa. Iv. 11).
Not only, however, are sinners quickened through the preached
Word. Often the LORD uses the bare reading of Scripture to gather
out His people. Instances abound of cases where a single Gospel,
sold to a heathen, and read without any teaching from a Christian
missionary, has resulted in his conversion, and has led even to the
founding of a church in a district not previously visited by a
missionary. The reading of the Word had a great deal to do with
the conversions at Berea, at which place Paul and Silas preached
after leaving Thessalonica. These (Bereans) were more noble than
those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, wheth3r those things
were so. Therefore many of the1n believed" (Acts xvii. 11). We
have often been impressed with the power of the Word apart from
any human expositor. The pure truths of the inspired Word, read
and pondered, have often been used, apart from any human
preacher, to convict and to convert those who by nature were
sitting in darkness and the shadow of death. In view of the
blessing which may attend the preaching and teaching of the Word,
how important that the injunction to "preach the Word" should
be more and more attended to. That is the great business of every
heaven-sent minister. The Church of GOD has no other message
than the word of the Gospel. To preach the Gospel to every creature
is her business. The Gospel is the power of GOD unto salvation to
everyone that believeth. It pleases GOD through the foolishness
of preaching the Gospel to save them that believe. We must not
expect the conversion of the world even if we do preach the pure
Gospel of the grace of GOD, but we may expect the gathering out of
a people from all nations. "The Word of GOD is quick and powerful." It behoves the LORD'S people therefore to be diligent in
sowing the seed of GOD'S Word. Ministers to their congregations,
teachers to their scholars, and parents to their children should
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make known the pure word of the Gospel. Who can tell what
blessing may result 1 "They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.
He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall
doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with
him " (Psa. cxxv:i. 5, 6). J EHOVAH says to His people, "He that
hath My word, let him speak My word faithfully. "What is the chaff
to the wheat 1 saith the LORD. Is not My word like as a fire 1
saith the LORD; and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in
pieces 1" (Jer. xxiii. 28, 29). Dr. Gill says on this passage,
" There is an evangelical contrition or brokenness of heart, through
the Gospel part of the Word, by means of which the stony heart is
not only broken, but melted and dissolved into true evangelical
repentance for sin, through the discoveries of a SAVIQUR bruised
and broken for its sin, and through a view of free and full pardon
by His blood, and justification by His righteousness. Now the
Word is only an instrument; it is not the efficient cause of all this;
as a ha=er is but an instrument, and a passive one, can do nothing
of itself; must be taken up and used by a powerful hand, or it can
do no execution; what is a hammer without a hand 1 So the
Gospel is only an instrument in the hand of the LORD; but when
He takes it into His Own hand, and strikes with it, it will break the
hardest heart in pieces, and make a st{)ny heart a heart of flesh."
The quickening and effectual power of the word of GOD when
applied to the hearts of men by the SPIRIT is expressed in the words,
"So mightily grew the Word of GOD and prevailed" (Acts xix. 20).
May we have more faith in the power of the inspired Word of GOD
to accomplish in His hands all His eternal purposes of grace. This
will prevent us from resorting to any other means than the preaching, teaching, and circulating of the Word for gathering out His
people.
2. Secondly, it is clear that the LORD uses His Word as a m.eans
of reviving and quickening His already regenerated people.
We ourselves have often felt the power of the Word when reading
a brief portion on rising in the morning. As a horse is pulled up
and checked by the reins in the hands of its driver, so the Word has
a checking and restraining influence on the heart of the believer.
It brings home to him his failures to live soberly, righteously, and
godly. It makes him conscious of his sins and shortcomings. It
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is instrumental in making him feel his spiritual deadness and coldness. It thus stimulates him to cry for the quickening, reviving,
refreshing, and enabling power of the SPIRIT. The Word pierces
and convicts the heart of the child of GOD. He is quickened
thereby, in dependence on the power of the SPIRIT, to wall<: more
worthily of the vocation wherewith he is called. It is this quickening power of the Word which makes it so important for the believer's
spiritual wellbeing that he should daily meditate on its teachings.
The godly man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor
stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful, is
one whose" delight is in the law of the LORD" and who meditates
.therein day and night. It is such a man who is " like a tree planted
by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season"
(Psa. i. 1-3). The LORD uses means, and one of the most potent
means of blessing is the reading and study of His sanctifying Word.
Nothing can take the place of the private and family reading of
the Bible. The pressure of business and domestic duties is so
great that Bible reading is in danger of being crowded out of the
life of GOD'S Own children. We would warn our readers to beware
of this temptation. Even a few verses regularly read and prayed
over in one's bedroom will, with the blessing of GOD, have a sanctifying effect upon the life. Even five minutes spent in family
reading of the Bible and in family prayer is helpful and beneficial.
Let these few moments at least be seized every morning at the
breakfast table, and let GOD'S voice be heard from His Word, and
the voice of the parent or child be heard in prayer. It is beautiful
to read in Mr. J. E. Hazelton's History of the Aged Pilgrims'
Friend Society, entitled, Inasmuch, that "none of Lord Roden's
godly friends ever remember an occasion when they called upon
him without his proposing that the interview should be closed with
prayer" (p. 64). We feel sure that GOD'S people need to give
themselves more regularly in their homes to Bible reading and
prayer. GOD'S Word may be used to bring about a quickening
or reviving in regard to our prayers. How poor they are at the
best! What need for more life, reality, and earnestness in private,
family, and public prayer. Oh, how cold we get at times! When
we read how our LORD rose up "a great while before day, and
departed into a solitary place, and there prayed," does not that
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make us feel ashamed of our lack of zeal in prayer? When we
read the apostle Paul's prayers in his Epistles, and his exhortations
to GOD'S people to " pray without ceasing," do we not feel there
is room for improvement in the matter of prayer? In like manner
the Word is used by the SPIRIT to quicken and revive our faith, our
love, our hope, our joy. When the" soul cleaveth unto the dust,"
the appropriate prayer is "Quicken Thou me according to Thy
Word." When the empty things of the world present themselves
to us, the appropriate prayer is, "Turn away mine eyes from
beholding vanity; and quicken Thou me in Thy way." When
we feel our need of observing more fully the Divine testimonies we
may appropriately pray, "Quicken me after Thy lovingkindness;
so shall I keep the testimony of Thy mouth." When we are in
trouble we shall often be able to say, "This is my comfort in my
afHiction: for Thy word hath quickened me."
Do not the records in the Word of the labours more abundant of
the great Apostle to the Gentiles make us feel that there is much
to be desired in regard to our diligence and perseverance in the
LORD'S service? "Vhat are we doing to spread the knowledge of
the pure truth of the Gospel? Brethren, let us remember that
GOD'S Word is bread to the eater as well as " seed to the sower"
(2 Cor. ix. 10). But bread is of no use if it be left in the cupboard.
It must be brought on the table and eaten. So let us feed upon
the Word daily, and then being strengthened thereby in our own
souls we shall be strong to go forth to sow its seed in the hearts of
others.
"Precious Bible! what a treasure
Does the Word of GOD afford!
All I want for life or pleasure,
Food and Medicine, Shield and Sword:
Let the world account me poor;
Having this, I need no more.
" Food, to which the world's a stranger,
Here my hungry soul enjoys;
Of excess there is no danger;
Though it fills, it never cloys:
On a dying CHRIST I feed,
He is meat and drink indeed! " (John Newton).
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR,
(Thomns Houghton).

sso
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THE COMING HARVEST.

"The harvest is the end of the world "-MATTHEW xiii. 39.
THE word" harvest" is used both in a literal and a 6gurative sense
in this chapter. The householder, in the parable of the Tares, used
it in a literal sense when he said, " Let both grow together until the
harvest: and in the time of barvest I will say to the reapers,
Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn
them: but gather the wheat into my barn" (verse 30). In the
explanation of the parable, however, our Lord uses the word
" harvest" in a figurative sense. In reference to the gathering of
" the children of the wicked one" and " the children of the Kingdom," at the end of this age, He says, " The harvest is the end of
the world." The harvest in the parable represents the ingathering
which will take place at the end of the age. The parable of the
Tares tells of good seed being sown, of an enemy sowing tares
among the wheat, of both being allowed to grow together until the
harvest, when the two are separated, the tares being gathered and
burned, the wheat being gathered into the householder's barn.
The figurative teaching of this parable may all be made to group
itself around the word" harvest." May the enlightenment of the
Spirit be granted while an attempt is made to set it forth.
1. First, then, let it be noted that a harvest implies a SOWe1".
There can be no reaping without sowing, and there can be no
sowing without a sower. Two sowers are mentioned in the parable.
There is " a man which sowed good seed in his field" and there is
"his enemy" who "came and sowed tares among the wheat."
Our Lord explains the meaning of this. He says, " He that soweth
the good seed is the Son of man," and" the enemy that sowed
them (the tares) is the devil." We need to distinguish the seed in
the parable of the sower from the seed in the parable of the tares.
In the former parable the seed signifies prinoiples. "The seed is
the Word of God" (Luke viii. 11). In the parable of the Tares the
seed signifies persons. The field where the wheat and tares are
sown represents the world. The man who sowed good seed sowed
it in "his field." The field was his. It belonged to him. The
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enemy who came and sowed tares among the wheat was, therefore,
a trespasser. He had no right in the field. He was trespassing on
ground which did not belong to him, but he was the enemy of the
householder. He wished to injure his work and to thwart his
purposes. He therefore did not mind trespassing on his land.
Our Lord tells us that the field represents the world, and He plainly
suggests that it is His world. He it was Who in the beginning laid
the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the work of His
hands (Heb. i. 10). The devil, however, is " His enemy" (Matt.
xiii. 25, 39). He has entered Christ's world and become·the god of
its inhabitants. He is " the spirit that now worketh in the children
of disobedience" (Ephes. n. 2). He is the deceiver of the whole
world (Rev. xii. 9). He hath blinded the minds of them which
believe not. He is a trespasser and he unlawfully claims to exercise
authority in Christ's domain. On one occasion he showed to
Christ " all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time," and
said, " All this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for
that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it. If
Thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be Thine" (Luke iv. 5-7).
These, then, are the two sowers. Our Lord Jesus Christ sows good
seed in His Own world. The devil, His enemy, sows bad seed in a
world which does not belong to him. He is full of hostility towards
the Lord Jesus Christ, and he has been busy for 6000 years in seeking
to damage the work of the Son of God. We need to realize that he
is an experienced, an active, a mighty and a determined enemy of
Christ, His cause and His people. Wherever good seed is sown
there he will endeavour to mingle evil seed therewith.
2. Secondly, let it be noted that a harvest implies a sowing with seed.
The Son of man, the Lord from heaven, is He Who soweth the
good seed. "The good seed are the children of the kingdom" (verse
38). They are those who are real subjects of Christ the King.
They belong to "His kingdom" (verse 41). They are otherwise
called " the righteous," an~ are destined to shine forth as the sun
in the kingdom of their Father in heaven (verse 43). There is no
difficulty therefore in determining who the good seed represent.
They are clothed in the robe of Christ's righteousness. They are
redeemed, washed, and cleansed in His atoning blood. They have
been delivered from the power of darl-ness, and they have been

332

The Gospel Magazine

translated into the kingdom of God's dear Son (Col. i. 13). They
are the children of Christ's Kingdom, and they own Him as Lord,
Master, and King. They have been sown in the world by Christ.
He has planted them. They owe their position in His kingdom to
Him. They owe their place in His mystical body to Him. They
owe their position in the spiritual temple to Him Who says, " I will
build My Church."
What shall be said of the evil seed mentioned in this parable?
" The enemy that sowed them is the devil." The tares which have
been sown amongst the wheat represent "the children of the
wicked one" (verse 38). They belong to Satan. He worketh in
them. They give way to his lusts or evil desires (John viii. 44).
They are otherwise called" them which do iniquity" in contrast
to the righteous (Matt. l.iii. 41, 43). They are under Satan's
influence. He worketh in them, so that they are "the children
of disobedience" (Ephes. ii. 2). Two sowers are at work, then,
during this dispensation. Christ, the Son of God and the Son of
man, is engaged in seeking and saving His people, and planting
them in the world that they may grow in its soil till He comes and
gathers them into the kingdom of their Father. On the other hand,
the devil is also at work. He is Christ's enemy and he is busy
sowing tares among the wheat. Designing to hinder the growth
of the wheat he sows tares. In other words, he seeks to mingle
amongst Christ's true people those of his own character. He is
successfully engaged in introducing mere professors into the Church
of God. He mingles the evil with the good. In doing this, however, we perceive his craft and subtlety.
Tares are probably what is called "darnel." "The darnel
before it comes into ear is very similar in appearance to wheat"
(Smith's Dictionary). The tares, therefore, represent those who
in outward profession and to the eye of man are so like genuine
Christians that the servants of Christ cannot at first detect any
difference, and if they attempted to.separate them they might
easily make blunders. While gathering the tares they might root
up the wheat with them. The mixed condition of the professing
Church is, therefore, due to Satan. He has introduced mere
professors into the Church. This largely accounts for the false
teachings and the worldliness which so much characterize the
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professing Church. This accounts for the idolatry of the Mass,
and for "The Romish doctrine concerning Purgatory, Pardons,
Worshipping, and Adoration, as well of Images as of Reliques, and
also invocation of Saints" (Article xxiii.). This accounts for all
the errors, superstitions, and cruelties of the professing Church
in the Middle Ages. This accounts for the prevalence of Sacerdotalism in the Reformed Church of England. This accounts for
the Rationalism and Higher Critical teachings so widely prevalent
in Universities, Colleges, and Schools, so greatly prominent in
text-books and commentaries, and so largely proclaimed from the'
pulpits of most denominations. There are tares among the wheat.
The children of the wicked one are mingled among the children of
the kingdom. The apostle Paul warned the elders of the Church
at Ephesus of this peril. He said, "I know this, that after my
departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing
the flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them" (Acts xx. 29, 30).
The apostle Peter says, "There were false prophets among the
people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily
shall bring in damnable heresies. . . . And many shall follow their
pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be
evil spoken of" (2 Pet. ii. 1, 2). It is, doubtless, Satan who
inflnences the appointment of many unconverted persons to
various positions of influence in the Church. Men may be scholarly,
courteous, and gentlemauly, and yet absolute strangers to the new
birth. There is a sad lack of discipline in the professing Church,
with the result that worldly and unconverted persons may easily
be accepted for both the higher and lower offices of the Church.
Under the influence of Christ's enemy (Satan) it is quite possible
for mere professors to become ministers, Sunday-school teachers,
district visitors, singers in choirs, and chnrch officers. The apostle
Paul writes of "false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming
themselves into ministers of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan
himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no
great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of
righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works" (2
Cor. xi. 13-15). These are solemn words to which, in these days
of awful apostasy, God's people do well that they take heed. They
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need to beware of false prophets and to test all they hear by the
Scriptures of truth. They need to beware of those who" by good
words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple" (Rom.
xvi. 17, 18). How few there are, even amongst God's people, who
carefully discriminate between truth and error, between light and
darkness.
3. Thirdly, let it be noted that a harvest implies a gmwing time.
The servants of the householder proposed to gather up the tares
when they became aware of their presence. This is what many of
Christ's servants would like to do now. They would like to
thoroughly purify the professing Church. Our Lord, however,
teaches us that we are not competent to do this satisfactorily. In
rooting up the tares we might root up also the wheat, as there is
often such a marked similarity between them. We cannot read
the heart. Philip baptized Simon the sorcerer, because he appeared
to be a genuine believer. Peter condemned him when it seemed
fully evident that he was a mere professor. We are bound therefore to regard those as believers who make a profession of saving
faith in Christ until it becomes unmistakably evident that their
profession is hollow and insincere. Both the tares and the wheat
are to grow together until the harvest. Not till then will Christ's
kingdom or Christendom be purified and purged from mere professors. As, however, the tares are sown by Satan, we are not to help
the devil in his work of sowing tares among the wheat. Every
proper care should be taken to insist on the new birth in regard to
those who desire to be recognized as children of the Kingdom.
Moreover, in the case of notorious offenders, discipline is to be
exercised, as was the case ,vith the incestuous person at Corinth
(see 1 Cor. v. 1-5). In the present imperfect condition of things,
however, until the professing Church is ripe for the harvest, the
evil, we are taught, will be mingled ,vith the good, despite every
legitimate effort to prevent the tares from being mingled with the
wheat. As things are, we are not warranted in expecting a perfect
Church on earth.
4. Fourthly, let it be noted that a harvest implies a reaping time.
The harvest or reaping time takes place at the end of the agethe present age. That is, it takes place at Christ's coming. The
disciples when seated on the mount of Olives, asked Him, "What
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shall be the sign of Thy coming and of the end of the age ~ " (Matt.
xxiv. 3). They regarded His coming as being the end of this
present age. Christ's people will be on the earth till the end of the
age; for He promised to be with them alway " even unto the end
of the age" (Matt. xxviii. 20). When He therefore comes again,
accompanied by all the holy angels, then the harvest will take
place. "The reapers are the angels." They will be the holy
agents employed by the Lord to gather in the harvest. No mistakes will be made by them. They will be enabled infallibly to
distinguish between tares and wheat, between" the children of the
wicked one" and "the children of the kingdom," between the
wicked and the just (see Matt. xiii. 47-50). The action of the
angels will have reference only to Christ's Kingdom, i.e., Christendom. "The Son of man will send forth His angels, and they shall
gather out of His Kingdom all things that offend, and them which
do iniqnity; and shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there
shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth." This corresponds to the
words of the householder, " Gather ye together first the tares, and
bind them in bundles to burn them" (l\latt. xiii. 30, 39-42). The
Lord will, by His angels, purge Christendom of all mere professors.
He will purify His k-ingdom, His professing Church, by gathering
out "the children of the wicked one" who have been mingled
amongst " the children of the Kingdom" as the result of Satanic
agency. It is to this purifying work that John the Baptist referred
when He said of Christ, " He will throughly purge His floor (threshing floor), and gather His wheat into the garner; but He will burn
up the chaff with unquenchable tire" (Matt. iii. 12). These are
solemn statements. Judgment must begin at the professing
Church. "Every tree which bringeth not forth good frnit is hewn
down and cast into the fire" (Matt. iii. 10). At present nominal
and real Christians are mingled together. They live in the same
house. They may attend the same church or chapel. They may
sit in the same pew, sing the same hymns, profess to join in the
same petitions to the throne of grace, and listen to the same sermons.
The mere professor may even be regarded as a genuine believer, a
true Christian. He may engage in Christian work, teach in the
Sunday school, visit in a district; or he may even be a minister of
the Gospel, a writer of commentaries, a divinity professor, an arch-
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deacon or a bishop, a moderator of the Presbyterian Church or a
president of the Free Church Council. Our Lord says, " Many will
say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Thy
Name ~ and in Thy Name have cast out devils ~ and in Thy
Name done many wonderful works ~ And then will I profess unto
them, I never knew you: depart from Me, ye that work iniq'uity"
(Matt. vii. 22, 23).
Do not these words teach us that some may have been temporarily
endowed, like Balaam, with supernatural and miraculous gifts, and
yet they have not been numbered amongst Christ's people ~ He
will say to them, " I never knew you," but He does know His Own
sheep. He will speak of them as workers of iniquity, whereas His
true people bring forth the fruits of righteousness. How awful it is
to contemplate that many who have been baptized, con.firmed,
attendants at the Lord's table, may be amongst" the children of
the wicked one," whom the angel-reapers will gather out of Christ's
kingdom and cast into a furnace of fire! If a mere nominal Christian is reading this article, may this solemn truth be a means of
convicting him of sin and leading him to the fountain of Christ's
blood for cleansing and eternal salvation. But the reapers will
also be used in reference to "the children of the kingdom," the
real members of Christ's kingdom. When," immediately after the
tribulation," the Lord returns, "He shall send forth His angels
with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together His
elect from the four winds, from one end of heaveu to the other"
(Matt. xxiv. 29-31). All His elect people, chosen in Him before
the foundation of the world, will be gathered together. Those who
have died will rise. Living believers will " be changed in a moment,
in the twinkling of an eye," and all the saints of God will be caught
up together to meet the Lord in the air and to be for ever with Him.
" Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom
of their Father." Glory will be their eternal portion. To this
great harvest all who profess and call themselves Christians are
hastening. All are ripening either for judgment or for glory. How
solemn the thought! When our Lord had explained the meaning
of the parable, He said, "Who hath ears to hear, let him hear."
There is the outward ear and the inward ear. Most people have
the outward ear, and they may thus have heard the parable and its
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meaning. But what is needed is the inward ear of the heart.
Reader, if God in mercy hath given thee the inward ear of the
heart, then hear the teaching of His Son in reference to the coming
harvest.
" For the Lord our God shall come,
And shall take His harvest home:
From His field shall in that day
All offences purge away:
Give His angels charge at last
In the fire the tares to cast;
But the fruitful ears to store
In His garner evermore.
Even so, Lord, quickly come
To Thy final harvest home;
Gather Thou Thy people in,
Free from sorrow, free from sin;
There for ever purified
In Thy presence to abide:
Come, with all Thine angels, come,
Raise the glorious Harvest-home! "
(Dean Alford).
Whitingtan Vicarage,
/Stoke Ferry, N01'/olk.

THE EDITOR,
(Thomas Houghton).

BIBLE EDUCATION.
PROFESSOR WILLIAM LYON PHELPS, M.A., Ph.D., Professor of
English Language and Literature, Yale University, U.S.A., writes:
"Everyone who has a thorough knowledge of the Bible, may truly
be called educated, and no other learning or culture no matter how
extensive or elegant, can among Europeans and Americans, form a
proper substitute. Western civilization is founded upon the Bible;
our ideas, our wisdom, our philosophy, our literature, our art, our
ideals, come more from the Bible than from all other books put
together. It is a revelation of divinity and of humanity; it contains
the loftiest religious aspiration along with a candid representation of
all that is earthly, sensual, and devilish. I thoroughly believe in "
university education for both men "nd wonem, but I believe a knowledge
of the Bible without a coll£ge course is more valuable than a college course
without the Bible. For in the Bible we have profound thought beautifully expressed, we have the nature of boys and girls, of men and
women, more accurately charted than in the works of any modern
novelist or playwright. You can learn more about human nature by
reading the Bible than by living in New York."-Bible League QU01'terly, Ap''ilr-June, 1922.
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lIhlgtim .. ~apet'"
WELLSPRINGS.

" And as they went to tell His disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying.
All lw,il. And they came and held Him by the feet, and worshipped
Him."-MATT. xxviii. 9.
THE two women, "Mary Magdalene and the other Mary," who had
come at dawn to the holy sepulchre and had seen the earthquake and
received the angelic message, "departed quickly from the sepulchre with
fear and great joy, and did run to bring His disciples word." A word
in passing as to the two .women designated by the evangelist, "Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary"-it was not Mary, His mother. She
was not found at the empty tomb. She had doubtless heard from
His own sacred lips that He would rise again, and she heard and
believed. And when from the Cross Jesus gave commandment and
made loving provision for His mother, entrusting her to John, "from
that hour, that disciple took her unto his own home." Mary was
bequeathed to John's loving care, and there doubtless tarried, and as
in former days "kept all these sayings and pondered them in her
heart." At the Crucifixion the three Marys were there together.
They surrounded the awful Cross of Calvary, Mary His mother, Mary
the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. Poor Mary Magdalene
"loved much," for she had been forgiven much. And in the depths
of her heart, oh, how she was longing for one word to be addressed to
her! She heard the compassionate words spoken to the mother
of Jesus. How her heart must have swelled out in longing desires
that He Who had cast out seven devils from her, would speak
one word, just one little word, once more to reassure her, to comfort
her sorrowing heart, to remind her that now sin should no more have
dominion over her. How she must have said within herself, Oh, that
He would speak again to me, tell me that He would ever remember
me and not forsake me. She evidenced her love to her Saviour by
being there to the very end. Did Jesus overlook her 1 Did He forget
her 1 Oh no! but Jesus times His visits. He must try the faith of
all His people. He will oft keep it waiting, but as the Faithful Promiser, He will see them again and cause their hearts to rejoice. Mary
Magdalene, though kept waiting, was richly rewarded. Her longing
desires, her eager waiting about the Cross, were not in vain. Her
sorrow was quickly turned into joy when she heard her name called
by that unmistakable voice that spake as never man spake, "Jesus
saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto Him, Rabboni,
which is to say, Master." Then she would have held him fast and
not let Him go, like the Shulamite. But Jesus said, "Touch me not,
detain me not"; and the much-forgiven, much-loved Magdalene is sent
with the glad tidings to the brethren, "I ascend unto My Father, and
your Father, and to My God, and your God." Jesus has proclaimed
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condescendingly to her the glorious doctrine of the Union of Christ
and His Church! "My Father, your Father; My God, your God! "
And likewise, "the other Mary," Mary the wife of Cleophas, she too
had her heart cheered, and her spirit blessed, as the Angel appeared
to her and sent her to tell her companions the glad news, "The Lord is
risen indeed." Jesus will neyer overlook one of His brethren. All are
met when the time comes, and His look and a word from Him send them
on their way rejoicing. We run the way of His commands then with
swift obedience and willing feet. These women did so : "They departed
quickly ... and did run to bring His disciples word." And no wonder!
What news they had to tell I What a joyful message! All sorrow and
death, that untold agony of being parted from their Lord, overpast,
and away they run with the heavenly message, "The Lord is risen

indeed."
"And as they went "-" As "-they were in the appointed way.
They were in obedient, glad, and willing service. Their hearts were
carrying the joyful proclamation to others who were as sorrowful as
they had been. "Behold": there is always something important,
something stupendous, to arrest our attention when the Holy Scriptures use this word: and surely it is so here! "Behold, Jes~,s met them! "
Sure enough, Jesus always keeps His appointments. He loves to meet
His saints, they "being in the way," and that way is the way of His
commandments, and therefore of blessing. He speaks! "All hail": it
was the Resurrection salutation, the glad announcement from their
Risen Lord-Good morning! Oh! it was indeed a good, a glad morning to them, a morning unlike any other. The darkness was for ever
past, the night of death over. Morning: that morning without clouds
had begun, and worship must inevitably follow. "And they came and
held Him by the feet, and worshipped Him."
Oh! the sentence lingers in grateful memory. It is the glorious
truth: Jesus their living Lord is there before them, Lord of Resurrection Life and Glory. It preaches the everlasting Gospel of His grace.
"Because I li"e, ye shall live also." He came where His people were,
sunk in the mire and filth of the fall, and redeemed them out of it. He
eame where they were, and laid down His life for the sheep, and having
risen from the grave He now brings them Home to His Father. This
truth shines out in the very earliest pages of Genesis. What if the
Lord God had not come into the garden and pronounced to Adam
where He was, the great promise, the seed plant of every other Covenant
promise! The fallen man hears the pronouncement, which to his
heart, enstranged from God, exiled, banished, fallen, could be the one
and only living spark of hope. In that mercy, boundless, unutterable,
free, spontaneous, God has visited His servant ere" He drove out the
man," and shown him how the way to the tree of Life must be opened.
Divine justice must meet out the full penalty of the broken law which
man had broken. The flaming sword which turned every way now
bars the way to the tree of Life, until" God's wonderful Redemption,
God's remedy for sin," in due time meets the requirements, and Jesus
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our Redeemer came. He came where Moses was, did He not! and
made that glorious revelation to His servant in the burning bush. He
came where the poor fugitive Jacob was, in the vision of the heavenly
ladder, whereby He spoke to His servant and gave him the wonderful
word of promise, which was Jacob's sweet anchor all his pilgrim days.
Yes, He came in divers ways, to all His servants, and revealed Himself in such a way that they could not mistake Him. "I that speak
unto thee am He" is followed with eternal results. The Samaritan
sinner leaves her water pot, with the glad news to her townspeople,
"Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did, is not this
the Christ!" And when He came to where His disciples were, they
worshipped. Worship will ever follow Divine revelation.
Jesus had said that they would verily mourn and lament when He
was taken from them. Mary found them, "as they mourned and
wept," and, overcome with sorrow, they bclieved her not. But according to His own word of promise, "I will see you again and your heart
shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you," their sorrow was
turned into joy when their Risen Lord fulfilled His promise unto them.
"Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the
Lord," and better still, "that He had spoken these things unto her."
To have seen Him, at a distance, were not sufficient comfort and assurance to her heart, but that He hail spoken unto her, that she had heard
His very own voice, that the Lord called her by name, was infinitely
more confirmatory and blessed.
And so with all His people. Their hearts are convinced that they
must not only see Him, but hear Him. One thinks of that solemn word
of the false prophet, Balaam, "I shall see Him, but not nigh," and
Little-faith creeps close under the shadow of the Cross to plead, If I
perish, I perish there.
And what did their Risen Lord proclaim to the disciples, when Hemet them! "All power is given unto 1I1e in Heaven and in earth."
What a wonderful declaration! Why did He tell them this! Oh, is it
not a great evidence of condescending love that" this same Jesus" who
had recently been" crucified in weakness," but raised in power, should
now comfort and establish their hearts! They were living members of
His mystical Body, and He their Head was about to leave them. But
all power is His by right, and it is to be put forth on their behalf. He
was telling of power which would be used for them. Unto every member
of His Church is "given power to become the sons of God." Unto
them is given power to believe, power to follow Him, power to love
Him, power to learn, power to testify, power to live Godly. Yea, for
every need of every individual member of Christ's mystical Body there
is power in their Living Head, and He, their Risen and now Ascended
Lord, spake with authority, "All power is given unto Me in Heaven
and in earth." Notice the four aIls! All power! All nations! All
things! and Alway, all the days!
What a meeting was that of the Risen Lord with His disciples, and
He is "this same Jesus" for you and me to-day, beloved! Thy Jesus
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is King upon His Tluone. All power is His to put forth on thy behalf,
whatever thy condition of need. He will ever be glorified in your
weakness, that the power of your Lord rest upon you.
R.

=erlllon~

anlJ

Nott~

of

;ol'nnon~.

THE ONE WAY OF ACCESS.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON, AT
ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.
" So Solomon, and all the co"gregalwn with him, went to the high place
that was at Gibeon.. for there was the tabernacle of the congregation
of God, which Moses the servant of the Lord had made in the wilderness. But the ark of God had David brought up from Kiljath-jearim
to the place which David had prepared for it: for he had pitched a
tent fOl' it at Jerusalem. Moreover the brazen altar, that Bezaleel
the son of UTi, the son of Hur, had made, he put before the tabernacle
of the Lord.. and Solomon and the congregation sought unto it."2 CHRON. i. 3, 4 and 5.
I TffiNK, dear friends, we are safe in saying that the earlier years of
King Solomon's reign must be reckoned amongst the most instructive
for us, the most instructive of all. We are so deeply and necessarily
impressed by the extraordinary humility which characterized the king
when he was called to succeed his father after his forty years' reign,
and we see how the Lord Himself emphasized with approbation that
disposition of the heart on Solomon's part of which we have been
hearing this evening, and of course we further express our indebtedness
to the Lord in showing us these things and enabling us to trace them
up to Himself. That very desire, in other words, which characterized
Solomon was a gift from the Lord Himself. "Every good gift, and
every perfect gift cometh from above." And so that heart was not
a natural heart, that heart of Solomon, which desired and thirsted after
heavenly joy, was the gift of God. And then we further notice how
in those early days of his reign he set himself to further the true worship
of God amongst his people. Of course this is found in its consummation
in the erection of the Temple. David had providentially prepared
and got together a large amount of materials. It had been in his
heart to build this House, but the Lord led him to understand that
that was not the Divine counsel. This is interesting because it shows
us how a man of God may have a right motive and desire to act upon
it and yet the Lord may show him a more excellent way, and it was
in God's judgment a more excellent thing that David-willing as his
mind was to serve the Lord in this matter of erecting the Templeshould hand over those materials to Solomon with that remarkable,
wise, and godly address which he directed to his son. It was the Lord's
will that this better thing should be David's. God's people must seek
their fruit from God, they must seek their increase from Him. We
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can bring forth no good thing of ourselves, but the Lord can by us
bring forth many things that are good, and therefore, like David, we
must submit our work and our motives-however good they may
appear in our judgment-to the Lord for direction, and if necessary
for correction.
The erection of this holy House by Solomon was, as probably you
all know, intended to be a type of the living Church of the living
God, and in the erection of that holy House at Jerusalem Solomon
in his turn was a type of Christ.
Therefore we look into
Solomon's history with special interest. There is that about it at the
outset which attracts the spiritual student of God's Word, and this
portion which we have before us this evening is a very beautiful and
a very suggestive, though brief, portion gathered out of Solomon's
earlier history. The first thing we shall notice, I think, in order, is
the fact stated here. "Solomon, and all the congregation with him,
went to the high place that was at Gibeon; for there was the tabernacle of the congregation of God, which Moses the servant of the Lord
had made in the wilderness." The Ark of the Covenant, on the other
hand, we are told here, was not at Gibeon. The Ark of the Covenant
was at Jerusalem in the tent or tabernacle which David had prepared
for its reception after he brought it up from Kirjath-jearim. Now
the first point I would that we should notice, dear friends, in the
action of Solomon is, I submit, a very important one. The question,
you understand, was where Solomon should worship with the elders
and heads of Israel publicly for the first time after he assumed his
great office, his regal office. This was a very important event and
Solomon needed great wisdom to direct him in the matter because,
as I have said, on the one hand, the Ark of the Covenant was at
Jerusalem, and the Ark was the symbol of the Divine Presence,
whereas the Tabernacle itself was at Gibeon, miles away.
There was no Ark there, and yet Solomon is led to go to Gibeon to
offer his worship together with that of his people. But the secret
of the matter is, I suggest, found in the 5th verse, where we are told
that the brazen altar that Bezaleel, the son of Uri, the son of Hur,
had made, was there-marginal reading, " was there "-and I see it is
translated so in the new version. It was already there, it does not
mean that Solomon placed it there. I suggest strongly to-night that
that was the reason why he went to offer there his sacrifice at Gibeon,
and we see the wisdom of God exhibited in this evangelical action
of king Solomon, because he was recognizing that the God of Israel,
his God and his father's God, could only be approached through the
mediation of blood, and there was no altar for him to offer his sacrifice
upon at Jerusalem. "Moreover the brazen altar "-as we have been
reading-" was there," at Gibeon, " before the tabernacle of the Lord;
and Solomon and the congregation sought unto it "-that was the
attraction. Now of what was the brazen altar a type in its turn?
I have reminded you that the Ark of the Covenant was the symbol
of J ehovah's Presence, and yet further it was a symbol of Christ as
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the embodiment of the Divine Presence. The two natures were
significant in that symbol. The Ark of the Covenant was, as you
know, formed of two materials only; one was shittim wood, a hard,
close-grained, imperishable wood, and the other was gold, fine gold
-only these two materials employed in its construction to signify by
and in them the two natures of the Christ of God, of God Himself
manifest in flesh. Gold in Holy Scripture generally symbolizes the
glory, the majesty, the deity of God. Now God cannot be approached
by sinful man, because He is infinitely holy, otherwise than through
the mediation of an atonement, and this is so important in the history
of Solomon that he dared not approach even the symbol of God's
glory otherwise than through the mediation of the brazen altar on
which the sacrifices must needs be presented. You read how here he
presently offered his sacrifices thereon. "And Solomon went up
thither to the brazen altar before the Lord, which was at the tabernacle
of the congregation, and offered a thousand burnt offerings upon it."
Human reason and even perhaps political wisdom would have suggested
it had been well for him to build an altar at Jerusalem and to have
centralized the worship of his people in the metropolis of the land,
but he had a wiser and a sounder judgment given him than so to act,
and therefore he sought out jealously the one place where God had
ordained sacrifice should be offered. To that extent he represents
the faith and the consistent practice of believers even to-day. The
Lord Jesus Christ, Himself the brazen altar, and the altar embodying
the High Priest and victim, has said-and His words will remain when.
heaven and earth shall have passed away-" No man cometh unto
the Father but by Me." And therefore Solomon sought the brazen
altar, type of the one Sacrifice, the one Mediation, the one Mediator,
and thereon he offered, we are told here, a thousand burnt offerings.
What was the result! The 7th verse answers: "In that night,"
and here you see you have the stamp of God's approval, you have the
distinct signature of God to the action of His servant Solomon, God
said to him, "Ask what I shall give thee." Now this is for the
encouragement of all dear seeking souls here to-night, those who
through grace conscious of their distance from God seek Him in His
Own appointed way through the One Sacrifice of the Cross, through
the one precious blood that was shed of the Lamb of God; these come
indeed nigh to God as those that by faith venture upon the atoning
work of Christ and receive a blessed assurance from the lips of Him
Who cannot lie, " Ask what I shall give thee and thou shalt possess
it." It is when the blood, in other words, is upon the conscience of
the believer that he is encouraged in his access and his worship, and
in his petitions to God. Then it is as the Lord gazes upon the blood
applied, as I suggest, to the consciellce and to the heart of the believer
that he finds the joy of his heart fulfilled, and when He thus smiles
upon His worshipping ones He enconrages them to ask great things
at His Fatherly hands, " Ask what I shall give thee."
(To be continued.)
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ABBREVIATED NOTES OF A SERMON BY THE LATE REV.
RECTOR OF OPENSHAW, MANCHESTER.

'V.

PARKS,

" And I la.y down My life for the sheep."-JoHN x. 15.

You often hear me quote this precious text, and much of its context
(and as long as I live I shall never be weary quoting), but it is a long,
long while since we meditated upon it in all its bearings. Two circumstances during the last week (which circumstances it is not needful
to dilate upon) have pressed this text and its context npon my mind,
and now I humbly pray God to bless me in my elaboration of it. I
have so much to say upon the text and context that I will at once
hasten to discuss these three questions, viz.: (1) For whom did Christ
lay down His life? (2) What was His purpose in so doing? (3) Can
we get to know that we are Christ's sheep?
1. For whom did Christ lay down His life? The text and context
are clear and explicit upon the point; they answer unmistakably,
" For the sheep." It is a curious fact that there are only two sorts
of people mentioned in the Scriptures-sheep and goats. You will
never meet with such terms as "Churchmen" or "Baptists" or
" Congregationalists" or "Methodists" in the Bible. They are all
either sheep or goats, and I think it is very clear that it is not believing
in Christ that makes a man a sheep, for a sheep is a sheep before he
believes. "How do you prove that? " you say. I answer by verse
16: "And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also
I must bring, and they shall hear My voice; and there shall be one
fold, and one shepherd." Now here are positively unbelieving parties
called sheep. Christ is here evidently speaking of certain parties who
had never yet heard His voice or His word, yet whom He calls" sheep."
Dear hearers, mark this well. It is not believing that makes a man a
sheep, it is election. Many have very erroneous views upon this point.
They think that a man is a goat whilst he is in unbelief, and a sheep
when he believes. A sheep of Christ is a sheep before he believes, and
it was for him as well as for others who do believe Christ laid down His
life. But some one says, " Though Christ declared He laid down His
life for the sheep, He does not say He laid down His life only for the
sheep; so that He may have laid it down for others as well." By
the same fallacious mode of reasoning it might be said, " Though it is
written there is one Mediator between God and man, it does not follow
that there is only one: there may be others." What would you think
of the individual who would thus argue? Surely you would regard
him as a sophist. It is objected: "But it is written, Christ tasted
death for 'every man' and He died for all." Every scholar knows
that the words every and a.ll and world bear such various meanings
in Scripture that nothing logical in the way of argument can be extracted
from them. There is another proof as to the limit of the atonement.
It is derivable from the Lord's prayer in John xvii. Christ there
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prayed for the nucleus of His Church, or body of sheep, and also for
all that in after ages should believe in Him. Now what was the prayer
about 1 That each and everyone of such should be kept from the evil,
and that they might be one. Now we argue thus: If Christ in His
prayer meant every man, woman, and child of the family of Adam,
His prayer has been a singular failure. But Christ's prayer cannot
fail. Therefore, He could not have prayed for all mankind. If He
could not have prayed, then, for all mankind, He could not have laid
down His life for all mankind; for it is incredible that He should have
died for those for whom He would not pray. In short, it may bc
demonstrated that the atonement is limited to Christ's "sheep,"
whoever they are, to Christ's" Church," whatever it is. And yet I
believe it possible for a man to be one of Christ's beloved sheep, and
consequently to be saved, who caunot see this. There are many of
God's people with grace in their hearts who are very silly sheep in
their heads.
. 2. What was the purport of Christ's death 1 What a momentous
question! If we could realize the greatness, the dignity, the power,
the might and majesty of Christ, we should be sure to give a correct
answer at once. It could not have been an experiment: a mere
haphazard effort, which might or might not succeed. Oh, no! But,
as the text and context inform us, He laid down His life in the stead
of His sheep; He died that they might live; He died that He might
undergo their penalty and punishment; He died that His people
given to Him by His Father from all eternity might be rescued from
death, hell, and sin, and be glorified with Him in eternity. The poor
sheep of Christ had fallen-miserably fallen-as well as others; nothing
that they could do could possibly restore them to their lost position.
Rivers of tears could not do it; multitudes of sighs and prayers could
not do it; countless sacrifices could not do it. A gulf had been created
between their sin and God's holiness, that neither men nor angels
could span-a chasm had been made that no creature's efforts could
bridge over or diminish. The mighty God Himself, in Christ Jesus,
had to do it, and thus open a way for the sheep to pass over and into
the glorious kingdom of heaven. None that set foot upon it can ever
miss walking right into the kingdom of glory. There is no doubt about
it; there is no chance in it; there is no if, or perhaps, or peradventure,
along the whole line of road. Here you have the answer to the question: "For what purpose did Christ lay down His life 1" Oh! how
different is this sure word of revelation from the confused and garbled
statement so commonly made about Christ's death and Christ's design
and Christ's work in His life! I declare to you this gladdens my
heart, and makes me leap for joy. This draws out and draws up my
affections, my thankfulness, my best scrvices to God. Whilst I think
upon the fact, I can lay my very life at His feet. But, when I listen
to the other theory, namely, that Christ laid down His life that He
might be enabled to help them that help themselves, who after all
may tumble headlong into the pit, -my very heart sickens, and I am
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overwhelmed in despair. 0 sheep of the Lord Jesus, look up, for you
can never perish, neither can any power pluck you out of your Saviour's
hand! What is more, your Saviour knows you (John x. 27). And
what think you is implied in that 1 Hc knows your names, your
number, and not one of you shall be missing at the last day. He
knows your sorrows, your trials, your temptations, your corruptions,
your wanderings. He knows all about your tears, your sighs, your
prayers, your wrestlings with sin and Satan, and He sympathizes
with you: aye, and, what is better than all, He gives you eternal life,
and you shall never perish. That word came home to my soul with
great power on Wednesday night last: "He that believeth in Me,
though he were dead, yet shall be live: and whosoever liveth and
believeth in Me shall never die" (John xi. 25, 26). 1£ there be not
another text in all the Bible but that, it suffices to assure me of final
perseverance. Glory be to God!
3. And now, Can we get to know that we are Christ's sheep 1 I
answer unhesitatingly, we may get to know. Brethren, there are two
things that tend to keep the soul of the quickened child of God unhappy: they are (1) Ignorance of God's plan of salvation; (2) Want
of experimental knowledge of that salvation. First, as long as we
are not clear upon the design of God in the atonement we shall be
liable to be " carried about with every wind of doctrine," and consequently we must be unstable and unhappy. Secondly, and as long
as we are without some experimental knowledge of an interest in it,
so long shall we be unhappy. So that the very first thing to aim at
is a clear comprehension of God's purposes as they are revealed in
the Scriptures. Most people are content to take another man's word
for it; but a living child of God will search for himself. God's purpose
in the atonement was this: to save a peculiar people with an everlasting salvation. Well, that purpose settled, the next thing is to try
and see if we are amongst that people. 1£ we are dead in sin we cannot
know; but, if we are quickened, we may readily know by taking our
Bibles and comparing our experience with what we read therein.
For instance, we read in our context, " My sheep hear My voice, and
I know them, and they follow Me." What can be plainer than that 1
What does Christ's voice proclaim 1 Why, this chiefly, "Come unto
Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest."
" He that liveth and believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall
he live: and whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall never die."
" Except a man be born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the
kingdom of God." "If any man will come after Me, let him deny
himself," etc. "Whosoever confesseth Me before men, him will I
confess before My Father which is in heaven," and vice versa. Here
is the whole volume of Christ's voice. Have we heard it not merely
with the hearing of the ear, but in the channel of experience, so as to
believe it, and so as to follow Christ 1 "And they follow Me," says
He. It cannot possibly mean to keep so close to Him as never to
stray from Him, for we all stray more or less; but to follow Christ
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means to look to Him for all we want, and all we desire, and all that
God wants and God desires. If we can say we thus follow Christ,
there is no doubt about it, we are His sheep; the consequences you
know already.
THE SAME CHANGES.
OUR dear Christian forefathers have given to us the words-or as
Mr. Romaine would say, "our Church has taught us to pray"" Almighty God unto Whom all hearts be open, all desires known, and
from Whom no secrets are hid, cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of Thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love Thee,
and worthily magnify Thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord" ;
and the children of God who say Amen all know their need of cleansing,
they know that God's own pure hand alone can cleanse, they would
love Him perfectly if they could, and bring glory to His Name. The
thoughts of men's hearts were only evil continually in the days of the
flood. They were little better in the Lord's day; still evil when the
apostle wrote. But at the same time, and all the time, there were
those, with Jeroboam's son, who had some good thing in them towards
the Lord God of Israel, who recognized and who hated the sin that
was in them, who felt unworthy of, while they sought without ceasing,
the mercy and the salvation of God. The thoughts of His heart
toward them were " peace."
The Lord has exposed before the whole world a good many of the.
thoughts of men, both good and bad. Haman thought in his heart,
" To whom would the king delight to do honour more than to myself? "
No doubt it was a very natural thought, as he had been for some time
quite the acknowledged favourite, and was above all the other princes.
But he was wrong. The king's mind was changed. Mordecai must
have the honour-himself the gallows. The light and gladness and
the joy were for the Jews; the arch-enemy among the Gentiles, from
the height of his presumption and exaltation, was given by God to
destruction. And they might not be quite wrong who would suggest,
that if Zeresh were alive to-day, she could repeat her prophecy to the
" enemy and adversary" who pre-eminently hates the ancient people.
However, the king's heart was changed, and there was no more
favour for Haman. - What a mercy, unspeakable mercy it is, that
the" favourites of the Almighty"-as Joseph Hart calls them-have
in Him to Whom they go, One Who never has and never will change.
It must be because the Blessed Spirit has taught them this that
generation after generation finds them at the same throne of grace,
with the same needs, the same fears, the same expectations. His
mind has been one since He filled the word with exhortations and
reproofs, invitations and promises; Christ's blood was shed once,
never to lose its efficacy; the Holy Spirit came once, to remain while
the earth endures. He has said once for all, " If his children forsake
My law, and walk not in My judgments . . . then_will I visit their
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transgressions with the rod." But because His Name and oath can
know no altering-" Nevertheless My lovinglcindness will I not utterly
take from him. . . . My Covenant will I not break." His compassions fail not, therefore He still changes prison garments as He did
Jehoiachin's-<lhanges prisons for palaces, and storms for calms.
We have a beautiful picture in Joshua xiv. of the aged Caleb. He
said, " As yet I am as strong this day as I was in the day that Moses
sent me: as my strength was then, even so is my strength now for war,
both to go out and to come in .. : if so be the Lord be with me, then
I shall be able to drive them out as the Lord said." It was forty-five
years since he had first had a glimpse of Canaan, and ever since he had
summered and wintered with the Israel of God, and he had known the
God of Israel. His strength and attachment were ever green, and he
believed still that no storm would uproot him from his people, and so
he obtained his inheritance. Joshua perhaps felt something like Paul
when he blessed the Philippians for their fellowship in the Gospel from
the first day until then. In his bonds, in his defence of the Gospel,
they were still with him, their love and sympathy were unabated.
They knew too well their own imperfections to look for perfection in
him. There was but one Fountain in which the thoughts of all their
hearts were to be cleansed, and while they clave to the Lord, they
clave to him. But Paul, Caleb, and the Philippians have all gone.
They have changed the glory of living in Jesus for the glory of falling
asleep in Him: their union is untouched. They wait still with Job
for another change-when God shall call and they shall answer, when
mortality shall be swallowed up of life, and earth exchanged for
FOLLOWER-ON.
heaveD.
CHILDREN AND HEIRS.
VERY recently, as has been the case several times, God has graciously
given me two passages in two daily text almanacks simultaneously
which so dovetail into each other that I am constrained to pass OD
the intertwining messages to " the beloved of the Lord." One passage
is, "Son thou art ever with Me," and the other, "Ye have received
the spirit of adoption (sonship) whereby we cry Abba Father."
So, being sons, we have individually the Father's continual presence
and companionship. "Son, thou art ever with Me." What repose
and refreshing come over the hearts of the loved and adopted children
as they meditate on presence which is rest, and companionship which
is refreshing to the spirit. For it is possible to have presence without
a word spoken; but presence with sympathetic compassion gives
all the sweetness to " ever with me."
Even more is implied, exceeding even the exultant words of the
child of God, "I am continually with Thee" as expressed in Psa.
Ixxiii. 23, inasmuch as it conveys the idea of closer union. "With
Thee" is sweet, but" With Me" is sweeter. It involves the" covering
all the day long," the" in safety by Him." Fear not, " with Me"
thou art covered safe and loved.
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You say the path is very dark, very painful, very strange, very
intricate at times, and we yield to the temptation of thinking the Lord
has forgotten us. Forgotten! thy name-nay more, thy self, is
graven on the palms of His hands. Forgotten! "thy walls (see Isa.
xxvi. 1, and Isa. Ix. 18) are continually before Me." Forgotten!
when thy name is in His Book of Remembrance. Forgotten! when
"He remembered us in our low estate." Forgotten! when He so
loved that He gave His only and beloved Son for thee. Dear believer,
thou forgettest thy privileges, but His memory never fails, excepting
that He will remember thy sins no more. He freely, amply not only
forgives, but will not look at or remember. He is mindful of His
beloved, His dear children in Christ Jesus. His ways are higher than
our ways and His thoughts than our thoughts. His cross-purposes,
so to speak, of dealings, that is, His plans laid across our dangerous
planniug, are love. Have you not noticed the confidence of loving
little children when challenged with those who call in question the
love and judgment of their parents. "My father said so." "My
mother knows." "My father is clever, he understands it." We, too,
know His dealings are all right, and will be manifested in due time.
His sight is so clear. You, dear believer, are short-sighted and can
only see all that is close to you, but He is long-sighted and sees into
remotest distances. Therefore His heart and His hand work together
for good, and only good.
" Ever with me." We think of the loved ones at Home as we read
the words. We think, too, how " we feebly struggle" while " they
in glory shine."
The warfare of sin and Satan against "the new
man in Christ" is very keen, but be of good cheer "In all these things,"
that is, " trials of various kinds," " we are more than conquerors through
Him that loved us." Seest thou the death in the flesh, the new life
in the spirit----the warring and the triumphing-the afflictions? "In
all these things we are more than conquerors." "He will ever be
mindful of His Covenant." He will never forget. The beautiful
rainbow that glows in the sky in the rain ever speaks of His constant
Covenant promise as regards the earth. "I do set My bow in the
cloud, and it shall be for a token of a Covenant hetween Me and the
earth." It is a continual reminder of His faithfulness. And Christ
is the constant testimony and pledge of His great love. More than
Christ He cannot give, but along with Christ "all things." For we
read, " He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us
all, how shall He not with Him also (how I love those three words
" with Him also ") freely give us all things?" For having bestowed
His great gift, His Son, how little do the" all things" count with Him!
And, dear reader, what do they count with us too? If we had all
things without Christ we should be miserable indeed, but" with Him
also" the" all things" are sweet. Count up thy joys-past, present,
and to come-and live thy heaven below. A deeply taught Christian
said to me recently, " Ah! but enjoy heaven even now." In the glad
lmowledge of His soul-reviving love and tender communion here, we
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rejOIce with joy unspeakable and can anticipate; for the light shall
shine more and more as He goes before. We sing contentedly
regarding the things of this life and the gladness to come,
"My knowledge of that life is small,
The eye of faith is dim,
But 'ti. enough that Chrirt knows all,
And I shall he with Him."
" Son, thou art ever with me." The passage proceeds to add more;
for the father goes on in the parable to say, .. And all that I have is
thine." The other passage that is linked with this continues, " And
if children, then heirs; heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ; if
so be that ye suffer with Him that we may be also glorified together."
Oh! the glorious position even now as children of God, heirs and joint
heirs with Christ. Joint heirs, that is, having a joint interest. Pause,
dear reader, over the wide, long vista which these words open out to
view. Endeavour to take in (and Dlay the Holy Spirit enlighten the
understanding) some of the countless privileges they imply. But I
find the result of searching so great that I can only commcud the
searching of the Word to my readers, so vast is the sum. The interests
-mutual interests-of Christ and His joint heirs are so one that we
can sum all up in the words,
"For this I do find
We two a.re so joined,

He can't be in glory
And leave me behind."
The assurance of the father, " And all that I have is thine," is
realized in "joint heirs with Christ." His great love wherewith He
loved us manifested itself in the culminating points, Christ on Calvary,
Christ in resurrection, Christ in glory, Christ all in all; and nominating all believers, all the Spirit-quickened, Christ-purchased Covenant
family of God His heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ.
Oh! Love that will not let me go. Oh! Love that gave. Oh! Love
that keeps. In" the vast ocean of Thy love I lose myself"; and seeiug
Thee only, I live only in " the sunshine of Thy love" on earth and
iu heaven. For with Thee here and there isfulness of joy for evermore.
•

NETTIE •

LIGHT IN THE DARK AGES.
IT is a matter of history, as has been shown, for example, in Dr.
Wylie's History of Protestantism, that God has always had His
witnesses since Christ was here upon earth. There has ever been a
"little flock" of the Lord's people, born from above, taught in the
truth from the Holy Scriptures, and brought to trust in Christ's merits
alone for salvation.
Even in the "dark ages," as they are well called, the authorized
ministers of religion were directed to bring before the dying the truth
of salvation by grace through the death of Christ.
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Archbishop Usher, in his work, An (tnswer to et Ohallenge mr.ule
by a Jesuit in Ireland, third Edition, A.D. 1631, in the dissertation,
"Of Merits" (p. 545), shows that the doctrine of salvation by grace
"was the doctrine taught in the Church for the first five hundred
years after Christ: which we find maintained also in the next five
hundred" (p. 563). Then (p. 568) he writes, "That this doctrine
was by God's great mercy preserved in the Church the next five hundred years also, as well as in those middle times, appeareth most evidently by those Instructions and Consolations, which were prescribed
to be used unto such as were ready to depart out of this life." Having
stated that" this form of preparing men for their death was commonly
to be had in all libraries, and was found inserted among thc Epistles
of Anselm, Archbishop of Canterbury at the close of the eleventh
century, wbo was considered to be its author," he- goes on to give
other and later authorities in which it is found, and then says that
the Spanish Inquisitors in their Expurgatory Indexes 1584 and 1612
command these interrogatories to be blotted out, viz.: "Dost thou
believe to come to glory, not by thine own merits, but -by the virtue
and merit of the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ 1 " and, "Dost thou
believe that our Lord Jesus Christ did die for our salvation: and that
none can be saved by his own merits, or by any other means, but by
the merit of His passion 1" "Whereby we may observe," writes
Archbishop Usher, "how late it is, sinee our Romanists in this main
and most substantial point (which is the very foundation of all our
comfort) have most shamefully departed from the faith of their forefathers. "
Usher then proceeds: "In other copies of this same Instruction,
the last question propounded to the sick man is this: Dost thou
believe that thou canst not be saved, but by the death of Christ 1
Whereunto, when he hath made allSwer affirmatively, he is presently
directed to make use thereof in this manner: 'Go to therefore, as long
as thy soul remaineth in thee, place thy whole confidence in this death
only; have confidence in no other thing; commit thyself wholly to
this death; with this alone cover thyself wholly; intermingle thyself
wholly in this death; fasten thyself wholly, wrap thy whole self in
this death. And if the Lord God will judge thee, say: Lord, I oppose
the death of our Lord Jesus Christ betwixt me and Thy judgment;
no otherwise do I contend with Thee. And if He say unto thee, that
thou art a sinner, say: Lord, I put the death of the Lord Jesus Christ
betwixt Thee and my sins. If He say unto thee that thou hast deserved
damnation, say: Lord, I set the death of our Lord Jesus Christ betwixt
me and my bad merits, and I offer His merit instead of the merit which
I ought to have, but yet have not. If He say, that He is angry with
thee, say: Lord, I interpose the death of our Lord Jesus Christ betwixt
me and tbine anger.' "
In this way, as Archbishop Usher says, was set forth that doctI'ine
which is the very foundation of all our comfort, salvation by grace,
t.hrough the death of our Lord Jesus Christ, as established and
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verified by the infallible Word-" All that believe ... are justified freely
by His grace, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: Whom
God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood"
(Rom. iii. 22-25).
Lloydminste,' (Sask.), Canooa.
ROBERT J. NOYEs, B.D.
QUESTIONS PROPOUNDED IN HOLY WRIT.-XIII.
" Hearken, my beloved brethren, H ath oot God chosen the poor of th-is
world, Tich -in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which He hath promised to them that love Him? "-JAMES ii. 5.
THE opening words of this epistle by "James, a servant of God and of
the Lord Jesus Christ," addressed to his brethren scattered abroad,
are concerning faith. See verses 1 to 6. He then continues the
subject in the second chapter, and in verses 1 to 4 shows that faith
must not be held with respect of persons in a spirit of partiality, and
in the 5th verse a further view is presented of the sacred operations
of the Eternal Spirit in the faith of God's elect as to its manner with
regard to the bearing of the children of God one towards another, that
it should be in love to the poor of this world who are chosen of God
our Heavenly Father. Consider this view of faith in the light of the
full meaning of the word, viz., faithfulness, steadfastness, and what
heavenly beauties of Covenant love are beheld by our spiritual eyesight:
May the Holy Spirit graciously favour us with His mind in contemplating this precious gift of God in the following way :1. The earnest entreaty of the inspired writer-"Hearken."
2. The persons addressed-" My beloved brethren."
3. The divinely blest state of the persons of whom James speaks"Hath not God chosen the poor of this world, rich in faith, and heirs
of the kingdom which He hath promised to them that love Him 1 "
1. Our Lord, after rebuking the Pharisees and Scribes for rejecting
the commandment of God that thcy might keep their tradition (Mark
vii. 9), " called all the people unto Him, and He said unto them, Hearken
nnto Me everyone of you, and understand" (See 14th verse). His
servant James, in imitation of his Heavenly !tbster, makes use of the
same earnest entreaty in asking hiB beloved brethren to listen to his
important instruction concerning their behaviour towards the poor of
this world who are members of the Lord Jesus Christ. The word
"Hearken" then forms a beautiful connecting link between two trutbs
in the chain of God's purposes of mercy and grace, viz., the love of God
to His children in Christ, and the manifestation of the same in their
gatherings and communion one with another, wherein we see the
blessed constraints of the everlasting love of our Heavenly Father.
2. The persons addressed-" My beloved brethren."
From the preceding part of this epistle it is evident that those brethren referred to were in need of godly counsel and reproof. Nevertheless,
in the record it is seen tbat there are evidences in them of the new
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birth and of the gracious operations of God the Holy Ghost; consequently they had passed from death unto life, or they could not be
beloved brethren. "We know that we have passed from death unto
life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother
abideth in death" (1 John iii. 14).
As the love of God is known and felt in our hearts, so will love to
the brethren be made manifest in our walk and conversation, whether
they be rich or poor as to this world's goods.
Natural love will bear much and suffer long for its object, but that
alone is finite and mutable. All the ties of natural affection must be
severed by death; therefore it is but a type of the love of God, but
in all in whom is the love of God a spiritual and everlasting bond is
created by Him, "For God is love" (1 John iv. 8). Love is one of
His glorious attributes; therefore He is the Author of love; "We love
Him because He first loved us" (1 John iv. 19).
3. The divinely blessed state of the brethren, of whom James
writes, he describes as being fivefold, viz. :a. They are chosen of God.
b. "The poor of this world."
c. "Rich in faith."
d. "Heirs of the kingdom which He hath promised to them."
e. Children that love God.
These Divinely favoured brethren are loved with an everlasting love,
and chosen in Jesus Christ by God our Heavenly Father from the
councils of eternity, and qnickened unto life eternal by God the Holy
Ghost in due time according to the predetermined will of JEHOVAH,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, ONE LORD. See their glorious standing in Him:"Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through
sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood
of Jesus Christ" (1 Peter i. 2).
In Psalm =xiii. 12, they are spoken of as the people whose God is
the LORD, whom He hath blessed and chosen for His interitance.
" Chosen of God ere time began,
His sQv'reignty we prove;

With Christ our Head accounted one
In bonds of Cov'nant love!
H

Chosen as sons and beirs of God,
OUI names are writ in heaven:

Chosen to life through Jesus' blood,
Our sins are all forgiven."-David Denham.
The beloved brethren addressed are" the poor of this world."
God our Heavenly Father in His sovereign love and mercy has
chosen many of the poor of this world, and in this respect is manifested
their suffering oneness with our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ in His
incarnation.

"For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He
24
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was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that :re through His
poverty might be rich" (2 Cor. viii. 9).
Herein is Divine consolation for poor children of God tried in poverty's
vale and in their circumstances. Poor trembling one, art thon in
sorrow and fear as to thy needs for to-morrow 1 See His gracious
promise recorded in Matthew vi. 33 :"Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteonsness; and all
these things shall be added unto you."
In all thy poverty and want, both temporally and spiritually, He is
thy never-failing Almighty Friend, and He has promised to supply all
thy needs. See what He endured for thee! "Who is over all God
blessed for ever, Amen" (Romans ix. 5). "He humbled Himself, and
became obedient unto death, even the death of the Cross." And
"He had not where to lay His head" (Matt. viii. 20).
Concerning worldly riches our Lord said to His disciples, referring
to the young man of great possessions, "Verily I say unto you, that
a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven" (See Matt.
xix. 16 to 24).
But the poor alluded to in the text were also spiritually poor, as all
God's children are, being born of the Spirit (John iii. 5); therefore
they were partakers of the everlasting provisions of the Covenant of
Grace, Mercy, and Truth. In Matt. v. our Lord pronounces an eightfold blessing upon such, The first is : "Blessed are the poor in spirit; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven."
Further notice the glorious prospect of this eternally happy people ;Rich in faith, heirs of the kingdom which He hath promised them.
As faith is by the operation of God the Holy Spirit, so those who
possess this heavenly gift are sanctified thereby (Col. ii. 12; Acts
xxvi. 18). "The righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ
unto all and upon all them tbat believe" (Rom. iii. 22). See the
testimony of Paul (Gal. ii. 20) :"I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but
Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live
by the faith of the Son of God, Who loved me, and gave Himself for
me.

H

Are we amongst that happy number 1 Then the riches of faith described in the Word of God are ours; we are in Christ and righteous in
Him:"And be found in Him, not having mine own righteousness, which
is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith" (Phil. iii. 9).
And justification and peace throngh our Lord Jesus Christ are ours.
"Therefore, being justified by faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ" (Rom. v. 1).
The possession of these wondrous gifts of God makes us
"Strong in faith, giving glory to God" (Rom. iv. 20).
Then see the Divine purpose and glorious end of precious faith :-
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"That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold
that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise
aud honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: Whom having
not seen, ye love; in Whom, though now ye see Him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: receiving
the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls" (1 Peter i,
7 to 9).
These are some of the riches of faith enjoyed in time by the poor
of this world, chosen of God. Their prospects for eternity consist
of a twofold Divine bond :Their heirship "of the kingdom which He hath promised to them,"
and the bond of everlasting love, "We love Him, because He first
loved us."
What wonders of mercy and truth, righteousness and peace, shine
forth from this Covenant of love and grace, only to be fully known wheu
we arrive at Home in His kingdom. What an infinite mercy to be
brought to know these blessed truths, and to have the witness within
that we love God (Rom. viii. 16, 17).
"The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the
children of God: and if children, then heirs of God, and joint-heirs
with Christ; if so be that we suffer with Him, that we may be also
glorified together."
" Poor, weak, and worthless though I am,
I have a rich Almighty Friend;
Jesus, the Saviour, is His name;

He freely loves, and without end.
He ransomed me from hell with blood;
And by His power my foes controlled;
He found me wandering far from God,
And brought me to His chosen fold.
He cheers my heart, my want supplies,
And says that I shall shortly be
Enthroned with Him above the skies:
Oh ! what a Friend is Christ to me 1"-(J. Newton).

St. Leona.·ds-on-Sea.

EBENEZER CARR.

THE TABERNACLE, CAMBRIDGE ROAD, HASTINGS.
WE call the attention of our readers to an advertisement which appears
in this issue in reference to the work of the Tabernacle (Independent
Calvinistic), Hastings. The esteemed Pastor (Rev. J. W. Tobitt)
and the Trustees are appealing for a Fund of £1000 to liquidate a
long-standing mortgage, and to provide suitable schoolroom accommodation. Mr. Tobitt is well known as a clear, deeply-taught, and
spiritual expositor of the Word of God. We warmly commend this
appeal to those who value the doctrines of free and sovereign grace
lovingly and earnestly proclaimed.
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WEARINESS.
'WEARINESS has many forms, and it affects individuals in many different
ways. There is the weariness of body, and there is weariness of mind.
Weariness is not a mere passing incident. It is the result of sin.
It implies a condition bordering upon exhaustion. Weariness is something very different from a healthy feeling of tiredness that follows
the ordinary labour of the day. Weariness includes disappointment
and an anticipation of defeat which prompts to surrender. The person
who is really weary, either in body or mind, is an easy prey to the
enemy, and such a person is particularly in need of a friend to protect.
When a word is used in Scripture in an emphatic manner it is always
profitable to give careful attention to the meaning of the word, for
by so doing a useful lesson may be learned. The Apostle Paul was
inspired to write, " Let us not be weary in well doing, for in due season
we shall reap, if we faint not" (Gal. vi. 9). By these words the Holy
Spirit of God warns men where weariness leads on to, viz.,

H

faintness,"

loss of strength, and such a state of hopelessness as may end in surrender
and death.
When a person's heart ceases to be as active as it ought to be, in
consequence of illness, want of nourishment, or sudden shock, the
result is a feeling of faintness, and strength disappears, and unless
means are taken to revive the heart, there is a collapse. Those wbo
are wise, directly they see signs of faintness, take steps to administer
restoratives, and believers sbould observe and rejoice to observe, that
this is wbat tbe Holy Spirit does. Lest weariness should be followed.
by faintness, He bids men receive His restorative; He says, "Do not
give up, but remember you SHALL REAP if you faint not." What a
stimulus these words contain. Consider to what they refer. To one
of tbe most easily understood facts of everyday life. The Holy Spirit
takes, as an incentive to perseverance in the heavenly race, tbat wonderful provision of God, the sowing of seed followed by the reaping of
harvest. "Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the
Lord. Behold, tbe husbandman waitethfor the precious fruit of the eartb,
and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain.
Be ye also patient, stablish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord
draweth nigh" (James v. 7,8).
Let each believer remember that the antidote to weariness is a
patient faith and confidence in the Word of promise-the sure hope
that the Lord is coming to receive the full results of His Victory, and
that this implies His people will be sharers with Him.
Believers are very apt to grow weary, and therefore they need to
"drink" the refreshing and reviving" stimulant" here administered to
them by the Holy Spirit.
It will be profitable to turn to a striking example of weariness. David
was king: he was in sore aflliction. His son had risen up in rebellion
against him, and he was fleeing for bis life, and whilst escaping he was
confronted by one who cursed and stoned bim. It is said, "Tbe king
and all the people that were with him" were" weary" ; and yet David
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had some hope, for he said, "It may be the Lord will look on mine
affliction and requite me." In thus looking up to God, the king and
his people were refreshed (see 2 Sam. xvi. 5-14).
This lesson is not written in vain. Few are likely to be more weary
and disconsolate than David was, and if his" help came from the Lord,
Who made heaven and earth," there is nowhere from whence tried and
tempted saints can look for help, but to the same Almighty Deliverer
(Psa. cxxi. 2).
So much for the positive side, but there is another. Believers are
not only to look to God in all time of need, but they are to continue
this course patiently, and not grow weary though the struggle be long.
God made many and wonderful promises to His people Israel. He
brought them out of Egypt by His strong hand, and led them into the
wilderness, after dividing the Red Sea to make a way for them, and
yet they broke out into rebellion almost every time the slightest
obstacle met them. However, God, Who is the merciful, gracious, and.
long-suffering God, had compassion upon them and did not utterly
forsake them, and when Amalek came forth to fight them, God appeared
for Israel, but He would have them learn that they must not only
watch, but pray, and that without ceasing (1 Thess. v. 17).
This instruction to watch as well as pray is most important, and
weariness is often the result of the neglect of one or the other of these
practices. Moses did both: he bade Joshua go forth to watch and
observe the enemy and fight him when attacked, whilst he went up
to "the top of the hill, with the rod of God in his hand." This he held
up towards heaven. In other words, he declared his belief that God
alone could help them, that He was their shield and strength, and to
Him Moses prayed. As long as Moses was enabled to do this, Israel
prevailed against Amalek, but Moses was no longer young, his hands
were heavy, and through wea1"iness they dropped down. Outwardly the
sign of his faith and trust in God had disappeared, and then Amalek
gained the upper hand. In this extremity Aaron and Hur did what
the apostle commands all believers to do-" Pray one for another"
(James v. 16; 1 Thess. v. 25) ; "Lifting up holy hands" (1 Tim. ii. 8);
and "Lift up the hands which hang down" (Heb. xii. 12). "They
stayed up Moses' hands, the one on the one side, and the other on the
other side, and his hands were steady until the going down of the
sun" (Exodus xvii. 8-16), and then Amalek was utterly defeated.
"A three-fold cord is not quickly broken" (Eccles. iv. 12). The effectual fervent prayer of these three righteous men availed much (see
James v. 16).
.
Men often express the wish to do something. There is something
ready to their hand-pray for those whose hands are weary and hang
down. Pray for all God's servants. Hold them up in prayer. If
the time spent in criticizing God's true servants was devoted to praying for them, great would be the benefit to all. Aaron, Hur, and
Joshua, and all Israel, shared in the victory God wrought in answer
to Moses' prayer.
P. 1. B.
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STAND FAST.

" Therefore, breth,·en, stand fast, and lwld the tmditions which ye have
been taught."-2 TRESS. ii. 15.
TRE apostle in this chapter had predicted the great apostasy, or
falling away, and the manifestation of the man of sin. How near
we may be to that event it is not yet possible to determine; but it will
be profitable, with God's blessing, to attend to the exhortation growing
out of the prediction.
It was never more necessary than now to "contend earnestly for
the faith once for all delivered to the saints," called by J ude " your
most holy faith." Defection and declension are visible on every
hand; and the Lord's servants find it increasingly difficult to maintain
consistency and stand fast. I have in my hand while writing a list of
twenty-seven London Churches in which mass is announced to be said
"with intention" on Thursday, May 11th, and" high mass" in two
others. Quite recently I was present when the children of a Sundayschool were practising the hymns for their Anniversary. One verse
was sung with the organ, and the next without; when it was found
that the voices had fallen two tones-a whole note. Since the Fall
of man this has ever been the tendency; and while grace itself is
vital, the exercise of the graces often becomes languid. Hence the
necessity and value of Gospel precepts and exhortations.
It would be useless to command a person in a quicksand to " stand
fast"; and therefore the apostle here first gives a description of the
standing before building upon it the exhortation to stand fast.
I. The traditions he writes of include the whole of his teaching,
both by preaching and by writing. It is remarkable and instructive
that there are seven traditions spoken of in the New Testament, four
of them evil, three of them good.
The four evil traditions are these. (1)" Why do Thy disciples
transgress the tradition of the elders?" The silencing reply was:
" Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by yqur tradition? " (Matt. xv. 3). (2)" Being more exceedingly zealous of the
traditions of my fathers" (Gal. i. 14). (3)" Beware lest any man
spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit after the tradition of
men" (Col. ii. 8). (4)" Your vain conversation received by tradition
from your fathers" (1 Peter i. 18). We thus have--carnal observances,
a mistaken zeal, ritualism, and ungodly conduct.
On the other hand, we have three good traditions. (I)" I praise
you that ye keep the ordinances (the same word) as I delivered them
to you" (1 Cor. xi. 2). (2)" Hold the traditions" (2 Thess. ii. 15).
(3) " Withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly,
and not after the tradition which he received of us" (2 Thess. iii. 6).
Here we have-the ordinances of God's house, the whole truth
of God, and godly conduct; a perfect and three-fold line of precious
truth.
H. The standing of the believer is beautifully set forth in the
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preceding context. "But we are bound to give thanks alway to God
for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the
beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit
and belief of the truth: whereunto He called you by our Gospel, to
the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ." Here the entire
purpose of grace is indicated, from everlasting love to eternal glory;
a sure and safe foundation on which to stand.
Ill. Then most appropriately the precept is bwlt upon the teaching:
"Therefore, brethren, stand fast." The intention of this brief paper
will be fulfilled by inviting attention to the nature of this gracious
standing.
1. "Stand fast in the faith" (1 Cor. xvi. 13). The truths we love
are worthy of zealous and even laborious proclamation in these days
of apostasy; and the more so as we see the day approaching.
2. "Stand fast in the liberty" (Gal. v. 1). Not as the bondslaves
of men, but as delivered from the curse of the law and from dependence
upon ceremonies, and as the bondslaves of Jesus our Master, let us
delight to magnify and glorify Him" whose service is perfect freedom."
3. !' Stand fast in one spirit" (Phil. i. 27). How desirable in these
difficult days to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace;
and without compromise of principle to cultivate fellowship in every
essential truth.
4. "Stand fast in the Lord" (Phil. iv. 1). This one precept crowns
the whole. He is essential Truth. All truth centres in His Person.
In Him is the foundation of doctrine, the life of experience, the motive
power of godly obedience, and the seal of gracious fellowship.

Oricklewood, May 4.

WILLIAM WILEMAN.

SALVATION IN RELATION TO THE HOLY GHOST.
FROM

The English Churchman.

WE thought last week of salvation in relation to God the Father. We
saw that the salvation of His guilty people is due to His kindness and
love, that they are saved independently of any works of righteousness
of their own, and that the moving cause of their salvation is His mercy.
We would now ask our readers' attention to the truth of salvation in
relation to God the Holy Ghost. We read, " According to His mercy
He saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy
Ghost; Which He shed on us abundantly."
First, then, the Father saves His people through the washing of
regeneration. The word for regeneration only occurs in one other
place in the New Testament. Our Lord said to His disciples, "Ye
which have followed Me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall
sit in the throne of His glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones,
judging the twelve tribes of Israel." The regeneration spoken of in this
passage evidently points to the time of Christ's reign. It is connected
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with His coming again, and the period when He shall sit on the
thron'; of His glory. The kingdoms of this world are to become the
kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign for ever and
ever. "The Lord of Hosts shall reign in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem,
and before His ancients gloriously." That reign will be marked by
righteousness and universal peace, and by temporal and spiritual
blessing on a large scale. The condition of things will therefore be
like a new birth, a re-creation, a renewal. The devil being in the
bottomless pit and restrained from deluding the nations, and the reins
of government being in Christ's hands, there will be a marked, a
wonderful, and a glorious improvement in the state of things down
here. A regeneration will thus be effected by the coming again of our
Lord Jesus Christ. That is yet future. But there is an individual
regeneration now. "Except a man be born again he cannot see the
kingdom of God." "Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit
he cannot enter the kingdom of God." In other words no one can be
saved unless he is regenerated by God the Holy Ghost. Our Lord
says, "Ye must be born again." But what is meant by "the washing
of regeneration"! Some explain it of baptism. It is true that the
water in baptism is symbolical of the washing away of sin. We prefer,
however, to interpret this passage of the spiritual washing connected
with the regenerating operations of the Holy Ghost. The operations
of the Spirit are symbolized by water. Thus the Lord says in Isaiah,
"I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry
ground: I will pour My Spirit upon thy seed, and My blessing upon
thine offspring." So in Ezekiel the Lord says, "Then will I sprinkle
clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness,
and from all your idols, will I cleanse you." Literal water does not
cleanse from idolatry, but the cleansing operations of the Spirit are
mighty to bring about inward purification. Our Lord also plainly
uses water as a symbol of the Spirit's work. "He that believeth on
Me, as the Scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of
living water." "This spake He of the Spirit." We understand, then,
"the washing of regeneration" to refer to the cleansing effected by
the Holy Ghost in connection with the regeneration of God's people.
To this end the Holy Spirit first uses that word which He Himself
has inspired. The regeneration of a sinner is brought about through
the powerful application of the Word of the Gospel to the heart and
conscience. In reference to this the Apostle Peter says, "Being born
again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of
God, which liveth and abideth for ever." That Word is cleansing in
its power. It is used by the Spirit to cleanse away wrong thoughts
in regard to sin and its penalty, wrong thoughts in regard to God,
wrong thoughts as to the way of salvation. Our Lord said to His
disciples, "Now ye are clean through the Word which I have spoken
unto you." Moreover He prayed, saying, "Sanctify them through
Thy truth: Thy Word is truth." The Word is therefore used to
cleanse and to sanctify. In harmony with this the Apostle Paul tells
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us that" Christ loved the Church and gave Himself for it; that He
might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the Word."
Next the regenerated sinner is washed in the fountain of Christ's
blood. The Spirit convicts of sin and then testifies of Christ to the
soul. Led by the Spirit the convicted sinner repairs to Christ, trusts
in His blood and righteousness, with the result that he is washed and
made white in the blood of the Lamb. He is then able to ascribe glory
to Him Who hath loved him and washed him from his sins in His Own
blood. Of all who are thus washed the apostle says, "But ye are
washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the
Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God."
Secondly, God saves His people by the renewing of the Holy Ghost.
That is, the renewing which the Holy Ghost effects. This may be the
same thing as regeneration. The newly born is made anew. He is a
new creature. Old things are passed away. All things have become
new. He has put off the old man with his deeds and has "put on
the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of Him
that created him." There is, therefore, a complete transformation
when regeneration takes place. The regenerated sinner has a new
nature, new spiritual appetites, and new desires. He has new pleasures
.'and new delights. God's Word becomes a joy to his soul. He becomes
the companion of those who fear the Lord. He finds the Lord's day
to be a delight, and he sings the songs of Zion instead of the songs of
the world.
Lastly, God saves hy pouring out His Spirit on the chosen objects
of His mercy. The apostle speaks of "the Holy Ghost Which He
shed on us abundantly." The verb "to shed" means to pour out.
On the day of Pentecost God, in fulfilment of His promise, poured
out His Spirit. Christ" shed forth this which ye now see and hear."
That was an extraordinary pouring out of the Spirit. But in the case
of every new birth there is a special pouring out or shedding forth of
the Spirit. God pours out His Spirit richly or abundantly when the
set time comes for His saving grace to be manifested to those who are
ordained to eternal life. Then the mighty change called regeneration
takes place. Then the· sinner is turned from darkness to light and
from the power of Satan unto God. Then the Gospel message comes
not in word only, but in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much
assurance. Then the Word of the Lord has free course and is glorified.
Then there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over sinners
repenting. In vain are all our machinery and organization unless
God pours out His Spirit. Our prayer, therefore, needs to be, "Come
from the four winds, 0 breath of the Spirit, and breathe upon the dead
in sin that they may live." It is not by human might, nor by human
power that sinners are saved, but by the sovereign power of the Spirit
of the living God.
THE love of Jesus shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghost,
is, indeed, all in all: this is glory begun.-George White{ield.
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"HE WILL SPEAK PEACE UNTO HIS PEOPLE AND TO
HIS SAINTS."
By THE LATE G. A., OF BIRKENHEAD.
HIs Incarnation was a speaking peace; as was also all that holy and
obedient life which He lived when He tabernacled on the earth. But
especially when the ancient prophecy, "It pleased the Lord to bruise
Him; He hath put Him to grief," was being fulfilled in His sufferings,
then indeed did the Lord speak peace to His people and to His saints.
By these great Redemption acts in which God the Father viewed His
Own eternal Son as the Surety of all whom He had given Him, and by
which His law as given on Mount Sinai was honoured and magnified,
and by which Divine justice was satisfied, God was speaking such a
Peace as shall never to all eternity be broken, and that to His people
and to His saints.
Again, He speaks peace unto His people when He seals upon their
hearts the pardon of all their sins, giving them the knowledge of salvation by the remission of sin. Oh, what a wonder of discriminating
mercy and grace is in such an act on the part of God! And we might
well say, apart from the Covenant of grace, how inlpossible for such a
holy God to deal so with a sinner, vile, lost, degraded, and polluted.
But often in the course of their pilgrimage through life, when His
people, through the powerful workings of sin, and the craft and power
of the devil, who often is permitted to take them in those" wily snares"
which he sets" to catch poor pilgrims" feet '-often how many sighs
do these things wring out of the sin-burdened heart, how many cries
and prayers do they force out! But these prayers are regarded by
the Great High Priest of their profession, and in His Own time they
are answered by His speaking peace unto them, and by His delivering
them from these snares. Dear Gadsby says ;" He breaks the gins and traps that lie
To catch poor pilgrims' feet."
He thus speaks peace unto His people and to His saints-His elect,
and the recipients of His mercy. But let them but turn again to folly;
let them eschew the evil of those fleshly lusts which so warred against
their souls, bringing them into captivity to the law of sin in their members; and which bring such a death upon all their spiritual comforts,
and such darkness and gloom over all their past experiences as makes
them again and again fear they shall come short of His promised rest.
To sum up; in the Covenant of life and peace before time, when
He chose them in His Son, accepted their persons in Him, their Covenant Head and Righteousness, and decreed to bring them unto glory
by Him, in the Incarnation and sufferings of the Son, and by the
gracious acts of the Holy and Eternal Spirit, He fulfils His word, for
not one good word which He hath spoken shall fail; so that, with
Kent, the believer may at the r·jght time say ;" My night of woe was like a dream,

My soul was blessed and cheered
Sept. 7. 1881
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CHRISTIAN LIBERTY.
CHRIST is full of grace, life, and salvation; the soul is full of sin, death,
and damnation. Here let faith come in between, and it shall come to
pass that the sin, death, and hell are laid upon Christ, and His grace,
life, and salvation made the portion of the soul. For He, as the husband,
must take unto Himself, together with the spouse, all that she brings
with her, and impart unto her all that He possesses. For He Who
freely gives her His body and Himself, how can He not give her ali
things that are His 1 And He Who takes unto Himself the body of
His spouse, how can He not take with her all things that are hers 1
Here then is brought to light a most sweet view, not of communion
only, but of a saving warfare of victory, of salvation, and redemption.
For since Christ is God and man, and such a person as never sinned,
never dies, nor is damned; nay, never can sin, die, or he damned;
and since His righteousness, life, and salvation are unconquerahle,
eternal, and omnipotent; when, I say, such a person has, by the
wedding-ring of faith, made the sin, death, and hell of His spouse
common to Himself, yea, His own, and acts and suffers under them
as if they were His own, and as if He Himself had sinned, labouring,
dying, and descending into hell, that He may overcome them all; and
since sin, death, and hell could not swallow up Him, it is of necessity
certain that in the stupendous conflict they are all swallowed up by
Him. For His righteousness is greater than the sins of all men, His
life is stronger than death, His salvation more unconquerable than all
hell. Martin Luther.
~orce!lllonlJenct.

"REVIVING POWER."
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR Sm,-In your "Wayside Notes for June, p. 241, you truly say,
"First, the Power which causes a revival is Divine Power."
This is a fact, because our Lord said, "Except a corn of wheat fall
into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth
forth much fruit" (John xii. 24).
We know that seed must be good and die in the earth to bring
forth fruit. So" he that receiveth seed into the good ground is he that
heareth the word and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit,
and bringeth forth, some an hundred-fold, some sixty, some thirty"
(Matt. xiii. 23).
The comparison is between two sowers, one with the natural seed
corn, and the other with the written Word.
"Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye
believed, even as the Lord gave to every man 1 I have planted,
Apollos watered; but God gave the increase" (1 Cor. iii. 4--7).
West Lodge, Holmwood, Su·r·rey,
H. HODDINOTT.
June 19th, 1922.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-Through the Lord's mercy we are kept busy in this
blessed work, and we shall value the kind help of all friends. More
and more we feel in these last days the great need there is to sow the
seed, so that where the human voice cannot reach, the printed word
will be read. A missionary writes, "You have kindly sent me parcels
of literature, and I should be most grateful if you could again assist
us. Such gifts are always most acceptable." A worker amongst
sailors writes, "Many thanks for the magazines, which will be very useful for giving away. We are very happy in our work among the sailors."
"Cast thy bread upon the waters, for thou shalt find it after many
days."
Yours sincerely,
6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, July, 1922.

=====

THE" GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
The Trustees very gratefully acknowledge the receipt of the
following donations;. £ s. d.
£ s. d.
Mrs. Cousens ..
0 5 0 "In loving memory of
" A friend" (Wigan)
010 0
dear Grandma."
100
"G.W.~'
0 7 0 "A Friend," (per Rev.
Mr. M. McIver
500
T. Houghton)
100
Mr. W. Philpotts
0 2 0 "A Friend," (per Mrs.
(; Anon"
Malcolm)
550
100
Mrs. S. Ellis
1 1 0 A Widow
020
"A Grateful Reader"
100

In :ftlemortam.
THE LATE MISS FRANCES S. PARKE,
OF SEAFORTH, LIVERPOOL.
ANOTHER aged reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE-Miss FRANCES S.
PARKE, of Seaforth, near Liverpool-was called Home on February
25th last. The news of her death only reached us in June last, too
late for our July issue. Though we never had the pleasure of her
acquaintance, both she and her bereaved sister were known to us as
liberal supporters of our GOSPEL MAGAZINE Fund. In a letter we
received from her in October, 1920, she wrote, "The GOSPEL MAGAZINE
was first shown to me when a girl by the Rev. W. Parks, of Openshaw.
I am eighty-seven years of age and cannot do much writing." It is
most interesting to find that Miss PARKE'S connection with the
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MAGAZINE goes back to so long a distance of time, and that it was due
to the late well-known Rector of Openshaw (the Rev. W. Parks) that
she became acquainted with our time-honoured MAGAZINE.
The following further particulars occur in a letter just received :" June 21st, 1922." DEAR SIR,-Miss P ARKE has requested me to write and thank you
for your kind letter and Christian sympathy. Dear Miss FRANCES
S. PARKE went to her eternal rest on February 25th last. She had
been God's devoted servant from a child, and loved and honoured Him
all through her long life. Up to the very last, when her earthly life
was ebbing away, one had only to speak of the Lord or quote a verse
from the Bible, and a rare beautiful expression of deep appreciation
came to her kind eyes and face. 'From Me is thy fruit found' was
her especial and almost favourite text. The Bible and the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE were very precious to her. In her young days she sat under
the late Rev. William Parks, of Openshaw, Manchester, and revered
his teaching and memory.
" The last two years of her life she had su1Iering to endure, and
towards the close a fall, which injured her head, caused the brain to
be rather weak, yet never too weak to enjoy God's precious Word or
a favourite hymn.
" You will care to hear that Miss PARKE is most wonderfully sustained by the gracious Lord, and her reliance in Him is great indeed,
and she rests in the text, 'Kept by the power of God. ' In His name
she thanks you.
" Believe me,
" Yours truly in the Lord,
KATHARINE RICHARDS."
We praise God for His grace and mercy manifested towards this
aged saint, and our tender Christian sympathy goes out to her surviving
sister.
THE LATE MR. W. J. CRUMP.
WE have received a letter from Harborne telling us of the Home-call of
1I'lr. WILLIAM JAMES CRUlIP, ofl Harborne, Birmingham. Our friend
],ad reached the ripe age of 86. Many years ago when we were conducting some special mission services at St. John's Church, Harborne,
the then Vicar, our friend the Rev. R. J. Noyes, took us round to
call on Mr. CRUMP. Mr. Noyes regarded him as a man much taught
of God in spiritual things, and he wished to introduce us to him. We
thought Mr. CRUMP was a quaint old saint of God. Since then we have
occasionally heard from him ;in fact we received a letter as recently
as the end of April. In that letter he spoke warmly of our recent
article on Missionary Societies and the Inspiration of the Bible. ML
CRUMP, if we remember rightly, used to attend St. John's Church in
the time when the Rev. Thomas Davis was the highly-esteemed Vicar.
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Mr. CRUMP valued much the GOSPEL MAGAZINE and had been a
reader of its pages for many years. He had been called upon to lose
his wife a few years ago, and the latter end of his pilgrimage had therefore been rather lonely. Now we believe that his sorrows are ended
and that he has the joy of being" with Christ which is far better."

lfItOHl3tant

~eacon.

WHEN DID CHRIST ENTER THE HOLIEST 1
By THE LATE REV. GEORGE SMEATON, D.D., PROFESSOR OF
EXEGETICAL THEOLOGY, NEW COLLEGE, EDINBURGH.
IN directing attention to the sprinkling of the mercy-seat, it must be
noticed that the tabernacle had two divisions, of which the one, termed
the holy place, was allotted to the daily ministrations of the priests ;
while the other, termed the holiest of all, was entered only by the
high priest once a year, not without blood (Heb. ix. 6, 7). The
arrangement corresponded to the time then present, a period of
imperfect atonement. 'Why the holy of holies continued shut, and
was opened on the day of atonement only, when the high priest entered
within the veil, is explained by the inefficacy of those sacrifices, which
could not perfectly atone for sin (Heb. ix. 7-9). But what wa" the
typical significance of that entrance, and what was the time when
the great Antitype, the truth of that shadow, must be regarded as
sprinkling the mercy-seat 1 When did the true High Priest enter
within the veil 1 Was it at His death 1 or was it, as is commonly
thought, when He ascended and sat down on the right hand of God 1
This is a most important question; and it is the more necessary to
settle it, because, as we shall find in the Epistle to the Hebrews, one
of the subtlest modes of evading the vicarious satisfaction is to transfer
the atoning element to heaven, and to withdraw it from the finished
work on the cross: and many, swayed by exegetical reasons, think
that countenance is given to that opinion by the allusions in the Epistle
to the Hebrews (Heb. ix. 24-26). The prevalent notion, that the
entrance of the high priest into the holy of holies found its truth in
Christ's triumphal entrance into heaven, may have some show of
probability, but it is burdened by insuperable difficulties. To suppose,
as we must do in that case, that Christ's priestly action began in heaven
-that is, that He sprinkled the mercy-seat, and completed the atonement only when he entered on the mediatorial exaltation or rewardseems to confound everything. It does violence, we think, to all
analogy between type and antitype. The resurrection of Jesus
coinciding with the return of the high priest from the holiest of all,
was designed to be an evidence that Divine wrath was removed, and
forgiveness obtained. The confusion of idea to which I have referred
as very prevalent arises from not sufficiently distinguishing between
the high priest, properly so called, and the High Priest after the order
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of Melchizedek, or the Royal Priest on His mediatorial throne. A
few words will suffice to prove that he entered within the veil and
sprinkled the mercy-seat at the moment when he commended His
spirit into His Father's hand. This is the most natural interpretation;
and this corresponds to the ceremonies on the great day of atonement,
to which express allusion is made in the Epistle to the Hebrews (Heb.
ix. 11-14).
a. The typical entrance within the veil took place immediately
after the victim's death; the body being carried without the camp to
be burned in a public place, and the blood being carried into the holiest
of all to be sprinkled on the covering of the ark, as the propitiatory
or mercy-seat. These closely connected acts in the ritual were so
related that the burning followed last in order. And as we know from
the apostle that that typical action coincided with Christ's sacrifice
without the gates of Jerusalem (Heb. xiii. 11), it would reverse tbe
entire sacrificial system to interpret the sprinkling of the mercy-seat
of what was done by Him forty days after His resurrection, when He
ascended to heaven. Not only so: the apostle argues, too, in a way
that excludes such a comment, saying, " Nor yet that He should offer
Himself often, as the high priest entereth into the holy place every
year with blood of others; for then must he often have suffered since
the foundation of the world" (Heb. ix. 25, 26). On the supposition
that Christ went into the holy of holies at the triumphant ascension
to heaven, the apostle would not have so reasoned; for the statement
is, that if Christ had often entered, He must have often suffereda consequence that would not follow on the supposition we impugn.
Had He so pleased, there was nothing to prevent Him from repeating
His entry, or of renewing His triumph before the inhabitants of heaven.
But it follows on the supposition that our High Priest entered at the
moment He poured out His blood upon the Cross. The Jewish high
priest entered in with the still reeking blood of atonement, and
sprinkled the mercy-seat; and our great High Priest entered when
He died, claiming the opening of heaven for Himself and all His seed,
for He still acted as the High Priest when soul and body were separated.
The resurrection, in the first instance a testimony that all was done
that justice required, was properly a reward.
b. The truth of this interpretation appears, too, from the fear and
solicitude of the people while the high priest was within the veil. The
ceremony of the annual atonement was accompanied with a dread
on the part of the congregation, lest the Holy One might not be reconciled, and lest the priest and people should be consumed. While that
is out of keeping with the idea that the ascension is meant, it is parallel
to the disciples' state of mind during those heavy hours which intervened between the Lord's death and resurrection. They continued
in suspense and doubt, dejection and dread.
c. The other ceremonies of the day of atonement all point in the
same direction. Thus, when the high priest entered into the holiest
of all, the atonement was not yet completed, for this was procured
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or won by the sprinkling of blood on the propitiatory or mercy-seat.
This far more naturally figures forth Christ's violent death, or the
separation of His soul and body, than His triumphal entry into heaven.
The other accessories prove the same thing. Thus, the high priest
laid aside his golden ornaments, the stately robes he usually wore,
and entered in linen raiment, pure, but devoid of ornament and pomp
(Lev. xvi. 4); an attire which was designed to indicate lowly abasement, not triumph or glory.
d. Another fact not less significant may be noticed: the veil of the
temple was, at the moment of Christ's death, rent from the top to
the bottom. That memorable fact in the sphere of the supernatural
was intended for a purpose worthy of such an interposition from the
hand of God. It was the great typical arrangement in which all the
rest culminated, and on which all leant. Jesus had cried, "It is
finished"; and this miraculous event put a Divine imprimatur on it.
It took place in the sphere of fact, and we may warrantably hold that
then the true High Priest entered the true holiest of all with His own
blood. At that moment the true sprinkling of the mercy-seat took
place: the wrath of God was fully propitiated; the reality of the
shadows had come. I do not refer to the other things adumbrated.
I only advert to the circumstance that we have here a most remarkable
answer to the question, When did the High Priest sprinkle the mercyseat? (Compare Heb. x. 20).

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE friends of the Society have, during the past month, shown their
appreciation of its work for the Lord's aged poor in the meetings
which have been held and which have been unusually well attended.
The Sale of Work at our Camberwell Home was opened by Miss Jeeves,
the Rev. H. Atherton and members of the Committee taking part in
the proceedings. Our friends, Mr. and Mrs. F. A. Secrett, organized
a Sale in their garden at Twickenham, which was opened by Miss
Harrington. The Rev. R. Mutimer and other friends took part in the
proceedings. A Garden Meeting has been held at Horley, presided
over by the Rev. J. Raven, and Sermons have been preached at Chatham, St. Albans, and Fulham.
With 1025 life pensioners, and eight Homes for 200 of this number,
involving together an expenditure of £45 daily, the needs of the Institution are great. The Lord supplies them, and the Committee are
thankful that there is no departure in letter or spirit from the foundation truths upon which the Institution rest".
Annual Reports, with full particulars of the Society, can be obtained
at the Office, Is. cash to non-subscribers; but descriptive literature
will be sent to any address, post-free.
By the death of Mr. John Piggott, J.P., of Bexley, the Society has
lost a spiritual and devoted friend of many years' standing.

