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THE LORD'S DELIGHT IN HIS PEOPLE.
" Thou shalt no more be te·rmed forsaken,. neither shall thy land any
more be termed desolate: but thou shalt be called Hephzibah, and
thy land Beulah: f01' the Lord delighteth in thee, and thy land
shall be rnarried."-lsAIAH lxii. 4.

THE primary reference of this chapter is to Zion and her children,
or J ernsalem and her people. "For Zion's sake will I not hold
my peace, and for Jernsalem's sake I will not rest, until the
righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation
thereof as a lamp that burneth" (verse 1). It is Zion's children
who will no more be termed forsaken, and it is Jernsalem which
at some future date will no more be termed desolate. The purpose
of JEHOVAH to save and to bless His ancient people with spiritual
and temporal blessings is here foretold. "Behold, the LORD hath
proclaimed unto the end of the world, Say ye to the daughter of
Zion, Behold, thy salvation cometh; behold, His reward is with
Him, and His work before Him" (verse 11). And Who but CHRIST
is Zion's salvation? Simeon said of Him, "Mine eyes have seen
thy Salvation, Which Thou hast prepared before the face of all
people; a Light to lighten the Gentiles, and the Glory of Thy
people Israel" (Luke ii. 30-32). CHRIST, and CHRIST alone, is the
salvation of GoD for Jew and Gentile. His name was called JESUS,
because He was to save His people from their sins. Zion's children,
on a larger scale than at present, are yet to be saved. They are
yet to renounce the filthy rags of their own righteousness and to
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be covered with the robe of CHRIST'S righteousness. They are
yet to glory in Him as JEROVAH their Righteousness. Then it
will be abundantly manifest that the LORD delights in them, and
that they are the objects of His special love and His distinguishing
grace. At present they seem to be forsaken of GOD, and their
land lies to a large extent desolate. "The corrected figures of the
census recently taken in Palestine show that the Moslem population
numbers 590,890, and the total population 757,182" (Daily
Telegraph, Jan. 22nd, 1923). Scarcely more than three-quarters
of a million people-Arabs, Jews, and professing Christians-at
present occupy the eountry. Desolate and without inhabitants
must therefore be true of much of the land. A remarkable change,
however, will take place when the prophecies concerning the Jews
are fulfilled. Even now the events which are taking place are
!calling up to the fulfilment of JEHOVAH'S purposes concerning
the Jews-the chosen nation. Now, all the future blessedness
yet to be enjoyed by the people of Zion will be the outcome of
the LORD'S delight in them. In like manner all the blessings
which the LORD bestows upon His Church are due to the everlasting
delight which He has taken in its members. He has loved them
with an everlasting love. Hence He chose them in CHRIST before
the foundation of the world. Hence He redeemed them by the
blood of His dear SON. Hence He calls and regenerates them by
His SPIRIT. Hence He manifestly adopts them into His family,
supplies all their wants, directs all their steps, keeps them by His
power, and at last brings them to glory. It is, indeed, a precious
truth that" the LORD taketh pleasure in His people" (Psa. cxlvii.
11; cxlix. 4). Of the spiritual Israel, as well as of the literal, it
is true that the LORD delighteth in them.
1. First, He shows that He delights l:n them by saV1:ng them from

'the penalty of their sins.

The teaching of this sixty-second chapter of Isaiah is in itself
sufficient to indicate how the LORD delights in His people. It
teaches that Zion's salvation is to go forth "as a lamp that
burneth" (verse 1). Her salvation is to be so sure, so full, so
complete, that it will be as manifest as is a lamp burning in the
darkness. In like manner the salvation of every vessel of mercy
is certain and sure. "All that the FATHER giveth ME," says the
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SAVIOUR, "shall come to ME; and him that cometh to ME I will
in no wise cast out" (John vi. 37). CHRIST'S sheep, given Him
by the FATHER, will all eventually hear His Voice. He will give
unto them eternal life, and they shall never perish, nor shall any
man pluck them out of His hand (see John x. 16, 27-29). The
salvation of all the sheep is certain. The good SHEPHERD will
Himself seek and bring them. He assures us that they shall
certainly hear His Voice, and they shall become one flock under one
SHEPHERD. JEHOVAH W'ho delighteth in His people" delighteth
in mercy." He is a GOD" That pardoneth iniquity, and passeth
by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage.· He retaineth
not His anger for ever, because He delighteth in mercy" (Micah
vii. 18). On the ground of the atoning blood of the DIVINE
SURETY the LORD will be merciful to the unrighteousness of His
people, and their sins and their iniquities will He remember no
more. That is salvation. That is deliverance from the merited
penalty of sin, and those who experience this great salvation
can indeed be sure that the LORD delighteth in them. 0 what
a mercy to be saved from the wrath to come! Wbat a mercy
that the LORD delighteth in such dead, corrupt, wilful, helpless,
rebellious, and hell-deserving sinners as we are by nature, and
that in spite of all our unworthiness He hath saved us through the
redeeming work of His dear SON with an everlasting salvation.
2. Secondly, the Lord shows H ~$ delight in them by the value urith
which He esteems them.
They are really precious to Him. See what He says of them.
" Thou shalt also be a crown of glory in the hand of the LORD,
and a royal diadem in the hand of thy GOD" (Isa. lxii. 3). That
is His estimate of them. A crown is usually worn on the head.
Here it is in the hand: It is in the hand of the LORD to be looked
at, admired, valued, gloried in, protected and taken care of.
Recently we read of a London jeweller' supplying the Duke. of
York with the engagement ring which was to be worn by the lady
to whom He was betrothed. It was set with a brilliant sapphire
in the centre and with a diamond on each side. We can imagine
how that ring would be looked at and admired. The figure of " a
crown of glory" and" a royal diadem" in the hand of the LORD
would appear to be used to denote how precious and how va.]uable
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the' LORD'S people are in His sight. Viewed in CHRIST, arrayed
in His righteousness, they are indeed precious to the LORD. They
are His portion, the lot of His inheritance, and they shall be
manifested as His in that day when He makes up His jewels. The
converse of this blessed truth is given in Isaiah xxviii. 5. There
we read, "In that day shall the LORD of hosts be for a crown of.
glory, and for a diadem of beauty, unto the residue of His people."
They are precious to Him, and He delights in them. He is precious
to them and they delight in Him. "My BELOVED is MINE."
That is one precious truth. "And I am His." That is another
precious truth. JEHOVAH delighteth in His people, and they,
through grace, are led to delight in Him. He is all their salvation
and all their desire.
3. Thirdly, the Lord shows His delight in His people by th~ close
relationship into which He brings them.
The LORD'S delight in His people will be expressed by the word
"Hephzibah," which means "My delight is in her." Besides
this, their land is to be called" Beulah," which means" married,"
because, as the prophet says, "Thy land shall be married. For
as a young man marrieth a virgin, so shall thy sons marry thee: and
as the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy GOD rejoice
over thee" (Isa. Ixii. 4, 5). There is no greater human joy than
the joy of a bridegroom over his bride, and this figure is employed
to show the close relationship into which the LORD brings His
people, and the joy wherewith He rejoices over them. They and
their land will be, so to speak, married to the LORD, and Zion's
sons will also dwell again in their own land and be married to the
promised inheritance. This married relationship of the LORD with
His people is frequently referred to. "Thy MAKER is thine
HUSBAND; the LORD of hosts is His name; and thy REDEEMER,
the HOLY ONE of Israel" (Isa. liv. 5). The LoRD'S joy in His
people-comparable to the joy of the bridegroom over the brideis also frequently mentioned. He says, " I will rejoice in Jerusalem,
and joy in }!Y people: and the voice of weeping shall be no more
heard in her, nor the voice of crying." Again, we read, "The
LORD thy GOD in the midst of thee is mighty; He will save, He
will rejoice over thee with joy; He will rest in His love, He will
joy over thee with singing" (Zeph. iii. 17). How touching! How
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beautiful! How condescending! The mighty GOD will joy over
His people with singing. His delight in them is such, His joy over
them is such that He will, so to speak, give expression to His heart
joy with a song of delight and gladness. All trns points to the
close relationsrnp wrnch exists between CHRIST and His Church.
" He that hath the bride is the bridegroom." CHRIST hath the
Church as His bride. Therefore He is her BRIDEGROOM, and " as
the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride," so doth CHRIST rejoice
over the Church. The Church is to CHRIST what the wife is to her
husband. The husband and the wife are one flesh. "No man
ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it,
.even as the LoRD the Church: for we are members of His body,
of His flesh, and of His bones." We, the chosen, redeemed and
regenerated people of GOD, are members of CHRIST'S body. We
are part of Him as a wife is part of her husband; and as a man
nourishes rns own wife and cherishes her, so doth the LORD nourish
and cherish the Church. As a bridegroom delights in and rejoices
over his bride, so doth CHRIST delight in and rejoice over His
Church. His left hand is under her head and His right hand
embraceth her. 0, how blessed, how close, how intimate is the
union wrnch exists between CHRIST and His Church! And if we,
dear readers, are members of that Church wrnch He bought with
His Own blood, how closely are we united to Him! How precious
we are to Him! How certain it is that He will nourish and cherish
us! How true it is that He delighteth in us! Moreover, how
humbling is trns truth! To think that He loves me, that He gave
Himself for me, that He has numbered me amongst the people
whom He calls His bride, that He nourishes, cherishes and delights
in me. I who am utterly unworthy of the least of all His mercies
am one in whom He delights. Yet how little do I delight in Him!
0, for grace to delight in Him more.
4. Fourthly, the Lord shows His delight in His people by the
temporal mercies which He bestows upon them.
This truth is also suggested by this chapter in Isaiah. Listen
to these words: "The LORD hath sworn by His right hand, and
by the arm of His strength, surely I will no more give thy corn
to be meat for thine enemies; and the sons of the stranger shall
not drink thy wine, for the which thou hast laboured: but they
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that have gathered it shall eat it, and praise the LORD; and they
that have brought it together shall drink it in the courts of My
holiness" (verses 8, 9). Thus with corn and- wine will the LORD
sustain His ancient people, and with all needed temporal mercies
will the LORD sustain all the Israel of GOD. He is pledged to
supply all their need according to His riches in glory by CHRIST
JESUS. He knoweth that they need bread to eat and raiment
to put on, and He is not indifferent to these needs, but all these
things shall be added unto His people who seek first the kingdom
of GOD and -His righteousness. Is an earthly father indifferent to
his children's need of bread and butter, shoes and stockings, frocks
and coats ~ Surely not, if he is worthy of the name. He may_
find it difficult to clothe and feed a large family, but he is concerned,
and so is the mother, about the needs of every beloved child. How
much more will your heavenly FATHER supply your needs,O ye
of little faith. Wnerefore take no an'dous thought about these
things. Rather listen to what the Psalmist says to you: "0 fear
the LORD, ye His saints: for there is no want to them that fear
Him. The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: but they that
seek the LORD shall not want any good thing." "No good thing
will He withhold from them that walk uprightly" (Psa. xx:x.iv.
9, 10; lxxxiv. 11). "The LORD delighteth in thee." Therefore
He will supply all thy needs.
5. Lastly, the Lord shows His delight in His people "lYy the titles
which He giveS them.
" And they shall call them, the Holy people, the redeemed of
the LORD; and thou shalt be called, Sought out, a city not forsaken"
(Isa. lxii. 12). These titles are equally applicable to the Church
of GOD as to the literal children of Zion. They set forth the
LORD'S Own estimate of the people in whom He delights.
They are" the Holy people," because they have been severed
by the sanctifying SPIRIT from all other people to be the LORD'S.
They are" the redeemed of the LORD," because they have been
redeemed from the curse of the law with " the precious blood of
CHRIST."
They are "sought out," because the GOOD SHEPHERD came to
seek and to save them, and because in the case of everyone of them
He seeks until He finds.
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They are "a city not forso,ke!!," because, though for a small
moment the LORD may seem to have forsaken them, yet with great
mercies will He gather each one of His chosen ones, and with
everlasting kindness will He have mercy on them. Then having
reconciled them unto Himself, He declares, that, "the mountains
shall depart, and the hills be removed; but My kindness shall
not depart from thee, neither shall the Covenant of My peace be
removed, saith the LORD that hath mercy on thee" (Isa. !iv. 7-10).
Is it not abundantly e°..,ident, then, 0 child of GOD, that "the
LORD de!ighteth in thee," and canst thou do otherwise than delight
in Him 1 "Delight thyself also in the LORD; and He shall give
thee the desires of thine heart" (Psa. xxxvii., 4).
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.
"HIS COUNTENANCE-AND MINE."
" The help of His countenance."-PsALM xlii. 5.
" The kealth of my countenance."-PsALM xliii. 5.

ALL through the day the Daisy and the Sun
Communion each with other loyal kept;
And when the daily fellowship was done
The Daisy closed her wearied eyes and slept.
Then came the crescent Moonlet, silver-rayed,
And glanced upon the silent flowery bed;
But no responSive thought the Daisy paid,
Nor for a moment lifted up her head.
Then all the starry host of heaven looked down,
And sought to make the resting eyes unclose ;
But still the Daisy bent her crimson crown,
Uninterrupted in her calm repose.

,

The Morning came-the darkness fled away;
And joyfully, just like a waking child,
Responding to the Monarch of the day,
The Daisy opened to his beams and smiled.
o God, my God, Thou Sun of Truth and Grace,
On my closed eyelids now arise and shine;
Lift on my soul the sunlight of Thy faceThy countenance shall be the light of mine.
Fearuary 1st, 1923.
WILLIAM WILEMAN.
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Ba!lf:iilJe !flotef:i.
LIBERAL EVANGELICALISM.
n.-IN RELATION TO THE BIBLE.
" All things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses,
and in the prophets, and in the Psalms, concerning Me."LUIm xxiv. 44.
WE propose in this article to place before our readers the dangerous
teaching on the Bible as set forth in " Liberal Evangelicalism," the
volume lately written by twelve leading members of the Church
of England. It is probable that many people do not realize the
lengths to which Liberal Evangelicals are prepared to go in regard
to their attitude towards the Bible, nor do they realize the logical
consequences which must eventually follow when these new views
gain a full entrance into the minds of members of the professing
Christian Church. Bishop Gore. the Editor of the famous book
" Lux Mundi," has found that many, whose faith in the inspired
authority of the Bible he has undermined, are now going much
further in the direction of Modernism than he himself is prepared
to go. The logical result of his own teaching is bearing its natural
frnit. So with regard to the authors of "Liberal Evangelicalism."
They may themselves be preserved from going much further from
the old truths, but their followers, whom they have taught, wi'l
probably get further and further away from all revealed truth.
It would seem as if the whole Bible and the great creeds of
Christendom are all being put into the melting pot, and that Satan,
the great liar, and the first denier of the truth of the Word of God,
was endeavouring to remove the very foundations of all our hopes.
Every truth which we have hitherto held dear is being questioned.
God's people, however, must not be alarmed. They need to keep
calm and cool. These attacks on the foundations are what the
Bible itself predicts. They are amongst the characteristics of the
predicted apostasy of the last days. Let us face them with
courage, calmness, and confidence. Natural scientists and Higher
Critics are only men after all. It may be safely said that they
are not all governed by the Spirit of God, and it needs to be
remembered that "the natural man receiveth not the things of
the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can
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he know them, because they are spiritually discerned~' (1 Cor. ii.
14). The Critics do not agree among themselves. How, then,
can their conclusions be infallible? It is also an acknowledged
fact that the theories and teachings of scientists are continually
changing. Only when science has spoken its last word, and is able
to declare with infallible certainty what its conclusions are, can we
begin to consider whether or not it squares with the infallible
teaching of the inspired Word of God. We would now briefly
draw attention to some of the teaching of Liberal Evangelicalism in
regard to the Bible.
1. First, it is clear that Liberal Evangelicals reject the old doctrine
0/ the plenary and verbal inspiration 0/ the Scriptures.
"Unless we are to reject modern scholarship and all the new
knowledge which God has given us, it is plain that we must abandon
two views of inspiration which were formerly held. One is Verbal
Inspiration, the other Plenary Inspiration."
"The Bible writers were not infallible, and shared in the
scientific and historical outlook of their time. We, to whom a
fuller knowledge has been given, can see their mistakes and
limitations" (pp. 93, 94). It is remarkable that those who reject
the full inspiration of the Bible claim inspiration for modern
scientists and critics. The "new knowledge" set forth by
modern scholars is knowledge" which God has givlJrI us." We
must" welcome," says Canon Barnes, " the gifts of the Holy Spirit
to modern thought" (p. 295). The Liberal Evangelical "is
assured," says Canon H. A. Wilson, "that it is God Himself Who
has been teaching the world, not only by His Church, but also by
men of science and by critical scholars, and he is resolved . . . to
follow fearlessly the Spirit of Truth and to claim all knowledge as
part {)f God's Revelation" (pp. 26, 27). As this supposed
knowledge contradicts the Bible, many of the records of Scripture
must be abandoned as myths and fables, and the findings of
scholars must be regarded as the inspired and revealed teaching of
God Himself. In other words the scientists and scholars of modern
times are infallible in regard to their teachings, but the writers of
the Scriptures were not inerrant in their records of history, and in
their teachings in regard to evangelical truth. We will only say
that it is beyond question that our Lord and His Apostles regarded
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and treated the Old Testament Scriptures as being God-breathed.
They believed that they were written by holy men of God who
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. They referred to
them as verbally and plenarily inspired, as being accurate and
fully trustworthy. If, therefore, the incarnate Son of God, " Whose
goings forth have been, from of old, from everlasting," bore
testimony to the plenary and verbal inspiration of the Scriptures,
those who love and trust Him cannot be wrong in following His
example.
We live in days, however, when men, still clinging tQ the honoured
name of Evangelical, utterly repudiate the old view of a Bible
equally inspired in all its parts and infallible in its teachings.
Canon Guy Rogers, an influential leader amongst the Liberal
Evangelicals, says, "The authority of a Bible presumed to be
equally inspired in all its parts, infallible in all its teachings,
precipitated the Church in a series of tragic conflicts with reason
and science, and forced upon it a persecuting rOle utterly foreign
to the spirit of Jesus. Galileo thrown into prison, Servetus and
Giordano Bruno burned at the stake, BufIon compelled to retract
his hypotheses and to state plainly that he believed the Bible
account of Creation, Tom Paine outlawed, F. D. Maurice and
Robertson Smith deprived of their professorships, are only
e..xamples of the working of such an authority" (p. 40). No
wonder that Canon Guy Rogers strenuously opposed the effort to
influence the General Committee of the Church Missionary Society
to declare its belief in the historical trustworthiness of the narratives
of Scripture and the truthfulness of our Lord's utterances.
2. Secondly, Liberal Evangelicals regard much of the Bible as
mythical, legendary, and fabulous ..
A myth is defined by Chambers' Twentieth Century Dictionary
to be " a fable, a legend, a fabulous narrative founded on a remote
event, especially those made in the early period of a people's
existence: an invented story: a falsehood." The word fable
denotes a fictitious story intended to instruct or amuse. In other
words fables and myths are. not reliable history. Now Liberal
Evangelicals tell us that the Bible" contains legend, myth, allegory,
fable. Embedded in the narratives of the Old Testament, and,
indeed, though to a far less extent, in those of the New Testament,
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are statements which, in the light of modern knowledge, we cannot
regard ~
, historically true. No thoughtful person
. would maintain
to-day that the Creative narratives were literally true; or that the
story of the Tower of Babel gives an historical account of the
origin of human speech" (p. 83). We believe that there are many
thoughtful persons who do maintain that the Creation narratives
and all the other narratives of Scripture are literally true, and the
same thoughtful persons find it difficult to understand how twelve
members of the Church of England, two of whom are bishops, one
ll. dean, and all the others holding important positions, can
consistently declare that parts of the Bible are mythical, legendary,
fabulous, and untrue. These persons cannot shut out from their
thoughts the recollection that all these twelve writers declared at
the time of their ordination, that they "unfeignedly believe all
the Canonical Scriptures of the Old and New Testament." How _
can they declare that they " unfeignedly believe all the Canonical
Scriptures" if they say that they contain myths and fables, and
narratives which are not "historically true" 1 Canon Barnes,
who claims to be a Liberal Evangelical, says, " From some apelike
stock, a million or so years ago, came primitive man; and we are
here to-day" (p. 301). The Bible, on the contrary, teaches that
man was a speciaJ creation. "The Lord God formed man of the
dust of the ground, and breat.hed into his nostrils the breath of
life; and man became a living soul" (Gen. ii. 7). It further tells
us that Eve was made from a rib which the Lord God had taken
from Adam. Our Lord endorses this record. He says, "Have ye
not read, that He which made them at the beginning made them
(a) male and (a) female, and said for this cause shall a man leave
father and mother, and shall cleave unto His wife: and they twain
shall be one flesh 1" He thus quoted Genesis i. 27 and ii. 24
(see Matt. xix. 4-6). The Apostle Paul says, "Adam was first
formed, then Eve" (1 Tiro. ii. 13). We are qnite satisfied with the
testimony of our Lord and His apostles as to the creation of man.
Our Lord knew better than the scientists how man came into being.
He was there at the time. "All things were made by Him; and
without Him was not anything made that was made" (John i. 3).
Canon H. A. Wilson finds fault with great divines for maintaining,
"that the Genesis stories of the Creation and the Fall, and the
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Incarnation of our Lord, must stand or fall together . . . that
the stories of Lot's wife and J onah in their literal meaning were
, vital' to Christianity." "Never," he says, " did our faith more
need salvation from its friends" (p. 21).
Yet our Lord endorses the Genesis account of the Creation, the
Fall, and the stories of Lot's wife and Jonah (see Mark xiii. 19;
Matt. xix. 4-6; John viii. 44; Luke xvii. 32: Matt. xii. 39-41).
According to Canon Barnes "the book of Daniel was written
shortly after 170 B.C." (p. 300). In other words it was a forgery.
Yet our Lord speaks of Daniel as the prophet, He refers to one
of his prophecies, and admonishes His disciples to take heed to it
(Matt. xxiv. 15, 16). Who is to be listened to-Christ the Son of
God, or the Rev. E. W. Barnes, Sc.D., F.R.S., Canon of Westminster? Canon Barnes tells us that "the so-called Second
Epistle of Peter was probably written some seventy years after
the Apostle's death." Others, however, whose learning is equal to
his, believe that it was written by the apostle Peter. The wonder
is that Canon Barnes believes that Peter ever lived or died. Canon
Barnes thinks that the Apostle Paul's Epistles to Timothy and
Titus are" much.-edited fragments of letters of St. Paul," which
implies that a great deal of the teaching given in them did not
come from Paul's pen. Matthew's Gospel is also mixed up " with
other material" by some" unknown Christian Jew." "The use
of Old Testament prophecy in this Gospel cannot always be
defended." No, because it does not square with the Liberal
Evangelicais' treatment of the Old Testament (see p. 3(0).
Speaking generally, however, the Liberal Evangelicals tell us that
the historicity of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, " and the historicity
of certainly the greater part of the Acts, is commonly admitted."
"The main Epistles of St. Paul are unquestionably genuine,"
they say. Yet they reject his teaching on the atonement. They
are rather perplexed, however, about the Gospel of John. "Was
the author justified in calling Jesus God? " they ask. True, this
Gospel" contains much trustworthy history," but say the Liberal
Evangelicals, "The author puts into the mouth of Jesus words
which we cannot always be sure that He uttered" (pp. 92, 93, 102).
How do they know this? It seems that there is a " second Isaiah"
as well as a first. No mention is made of this in the New Testament.
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All the chapters in that prophecy are ascribed in the New Testament
to one Isaiah. But, then, Liberal Evangelicals -know better than
the New Testament writers. Of course, Liberal Evangelicals are
agreed that " the Law of Moses" was not written by Moses. It
is a forgery dating from the fifth century B.O. Yet our Lord thrice
quoted Deuteronomy as the written and inspired directory of His
conduct, when He was tempted by the devil, and He refers to Noah,
the Flood, the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah, the brazen
serpent, the manna, and Moses at the Bush, as historical facts.
All these references are found in the Pentateuch. It seems,
however, that our Lord was wrong in His view of the Old Testament.
His references to the Old Testament show that He believed that
J onah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights,
that Lot's wife was turned into a pillar of salt, and that David
wrote the llOth psalm. The Liberal Evangelicals say, "On the
one hand you have One Who confessedly spake ' with authority,'
but, on the other, you have human intelligence, God's gift to man,
which, after weighing all the evidence and in a spirit of complete
reverence, decides that these statements of our Lord are not to
be taken as statements of historical fact" (p. 97). Liberal Evangelicals thus state the alternatives with which we are confrontedChrist and human intelligence. Christ says that the records of
the prophet J onah and of Lot's wife are real historical facts, and
that David was really and truly the author of the llOth psalm.
Human intelligence decides, although it does so "in a spirit of
complete reverence "-" that these statements of our Lord are
not to be taken as statements of historical fact." Liberal Evangelicals range themselve6 on the side of "human intelligence."
They say that these statements of our Lord" are not to be taken
as statements of historical fact." That is, they are untrue. He
Who declared that He was the Way, the Truth, and the Life, did
not speak the truth when He made these statements. Of what
advantage is it to say that they come to this conclusion "in a
spirit of complete reverence" 1 A reverence which confronts the
Lord of glory, and. says to Him, " Your declarations about J onah,
Lot's wife, and about the llOth psalm are not true," is of very
little value. Most people would regard it as irreverence and daring

presumption.
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We have said enough to show what an immense gulf there is
between many modern holders of the name "Evangelical" and
the great Evangelicals of the eighteenth and nineteenth century.
The names of the authors of " Liberal Evangelicalism" are Bishops
Guy Warman of Truro, and Linton Smith of Hereford; Dean
Burroughs of Bristol; Canon H. A. Wilson of Cheltenham;
Canon Guy Rogers, of West Ham; Canon V. F. StOIT, of Westminster; Canon A. W. Davies, Principal of St. J ohll's College,
Agm, a C.M.S. College; Canon E.· W. Barnesof Westminster;
the Rev. R. T. Howard, Principal of St. Aidan's College; Rev.
H. B. Gooding, Principal of Wycliffe Hall, Oxford; Rev. J. W.
Hawlrin, Fellow and Tutor of Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge; and the Rev. E. S. Woods, Vicar of Holy Trinity,
Cambridge.
The teaching of these prominent members of the Church of
England on the Bible is to us shocking in the extreme. We cannot
reconcile it with the attitude of our Lord and of His inspired
Apostles towards the sacred Scriptures. Our Lord was born that
He " should bear witness unto the truth." He says, "Everyone
that is of the truth heareth My voice" (John xviii. 37). We believe
that to reject His testimony to the full inspiration and historical
trustworthiness of the Scriptures is to reject the Truth, and it is
a failure to listen to His voice. Moreover, if His testimony as to
the Scriptures is not trustworthy, neither is His testimony to' the
way of salvation, and if we cannot rely upon His Word all our
hopes for eternity are blasted. If the Bible is what Liberal Evangelicals make it out to be, then it can no longer be a lamp unto our
feet and a light unto our path. The authors of this book realize
to some extent the awful consequences .of their teaching. They
say, " One of the reasons why the practice of Bible reading, as an
integral part of the devotional life, has largely disappeared, is that
many are confused and perplexed by the results of Biblical
scholarship, especially as these affect the Old Testament. They
think that critics have destroyed the vafue of the Bible and reduced
the Old Testament to a mass of legends" (pp. 99, 244, 245).
Can we wonder at their doing so 1 It is the natural and logical
outcome of the teaching given in this dangerous book. With the
late Bishop J. C. Ryle, we say, "If the Bible is not given by
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inspiration of .God throughout, from first to last, and contains
occasional defects and errors, which would invalidate any will or
legal settlement, it is not a safe guide to heaven" (" Is All Scripture
Inspired 1 " p. 6). That same great champion for the truth wrote,
" I frankly confess that my whole soul revolts from these modern
teachings about Genesis." He further says, "The view which I
maintain is that every book, and chapter, and verse, and syllable
of the Bible was given by inspiration of God. . . . I hold that
Scripture not only contains the Word of God, but is the Word of
God" (" Is All Scripture Inspired 1 " pp. 41, 65).
We conclude by reminding our readers that" God hath in these
last days spoken unto us by His Son" (Heb. i. 1, 2). His eternal,
only-begotten and well-beloved Son hath said, "The Scripture
cannot be broken" (John x. 35). We believe His word, and
therefore, notwithstanding the scholars and scientists, we go on
our way, "believing all things which are written in the law of
Moses and in the prophets" (Acts xxiv. 14).
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.
FAMILIAR ACQUAINTANCE WITH GOD.
THE more familiar acquaintance we have with God, the more do we
partake of Him. He that passes by the fire may have some gleams
of heat, but he that stands by it hath his colour changed. It is not
possible a man should have any long conference with God and be
no whit affected. We are strangers from God-it is no wonder if
our faces be earthly, but he that sets himself apart to God, shall find
a kind of majesty and awful respect put upon him in the mind of
others.
How did the heart of Moses shine with illumination when his face
was thus lightsome! And if the flesh of Moses, in this base composition, so shined by conversing with God forty days in Sinai, what shall
our glory be when clothed with incorruptible bodies 1 We shall converse with Him for ever in the highest heaven.
Now his face only shone; afterwards the three disciples saw all
his body shining. The nature of a glorified body, the clearer vision,
the immediate presence of that Fountain of glory, challenges a far
greater resplendence to our faces than his. 0 God, we are content
that our faces be blemished a while with contempt and blubbered
with tears. How can we but shine with Moses, when we shall see
Thee more than Moses !-Bishop Hall.
•
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WELLSPRINGS.

" He resltJreJJt my soul. "-PSA. xxiii. 3.
IT is a blessed truth and a sweetly-proved experience, that when a
child of God is speaking and telling of the mercies and goodness of his
God, he is not far from speaking to Him. It was so in the case of
those two disciples on the Emmaus road. They were talking of Him,
when" Jesus Himself drew nigh and went with them." And David
here in our Psalm is a case in poin t. He is testifying how the Lord is
his Shepherd and how He tends him, makes him to "lie down in
green pastures"; how he leads and restores, guides and upholds, and
while he is giving a survey of his life and the care and faithfulness of
his " Shepherd," 10, He of Whom the Psalmist speaks is very near in
sweet. experimental enjoyment, and David turns to Him, the very
One to Whom his heart was going out, and he says, " Thou preparest
a table before me in the presence of mine enemies."
Depend upon it, dear children of God, we do well to be spealring
"glorious things" of our King: to be testifying to His love and
faithfulness, and recalling some of the innumerable mercies and countless tender favours and interpositions by the way. The Lord and Giver
of them all is not far off when it is said, " He hearkened and heard and
a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared
the Lord," "spake often one to another," and" that thought upon
His Name."
So David is testifying of the Lord being his Shepherd, and his mind
travels back to the concluding portion of the blessing pronounced
upon Joseph which says, "The arms of his hands were made strong
by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob (from thence is The Shepherd
the stone of Israel)." What gracious condescension! How the Lord
stoops to come into the place of His people's need and connect the
Shepherd of Israel with Jacob, the poor grovelling worm. Part and
a very important part in the shepherd's duties is that of restoring
the sheep. The sheep is a poor, silly, wayward, restless, wandering
creature. The natural propensity of the sheep is to get away from
the fold, and the result of the wandering is weariness, exhaustion,
pantings, and fears. At length, after the sheep has been brought to a
helpless condition, probably caught in the brambles and briars, the
Shepherd, Who has gone out to seek until He find it, brings it back
to the fold rejoicing. His is the rejoicing, the comfort is the sheep's.
" He restoreth my soul." "Ponder well," wrote the beloved and now
glorified Mr. John Wood, " ponder well the little word' my,' then the
continuity of the restoration. It is not 'seventy-times seven,' but
, He restoreth.' This meets the fullest need of a believer, and on eartb.
he is never beyond the need. It is mine to need, it is His to supply,
aud to measure His supplies by the deptb. of my need, and by His riches
~
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in glory." Oh what a gracious, condescending, bountiful and tender
God is ours. How does the Great Shepherd of His sheep restore" my
soul" 1 How He restored Peter's will answer the question. Does
restoration of soul come by harsh words, hasty correction, scorning,
withering looks 1 It was the look from his rejected Lord that melted
the poor fallen apostle's heart, and brought those copious tears of
godly contrition and bitter sorrow to Peter.
How thankful, abundantly thankful, must the Lord's poor fallen
servant have been when he remembered also the salvation word of
his Lord, " But I have prayed for thee that thy faith fail not." There
was hope for even Peter then. The prayer of Jesus must prevail, and
His instruction be carried out, "When thou art converted (restored),
strengthen thy brethren."
The sweet Psalmist of Israel knew, too, what the precious balm of
restoring, healing mercies meant when he cried, " " Restore unto me
the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free Spirit" (Psa.
li. 12). Oh! the sorrow of heart in that believer who has fallen,
lapsed, wandered, and is consequently in a cold and dead state of soul.
It is unbearable and unendurable, and there is no rest until his soul
is restored and he walks again in the light of His countenance and
rejoices in the joy of God's salvation. He cannot rest until he is
returned to a condition of soul from which through sin he has fallen.
And the Good Shepherd of His ransomed sheep restores likewise His
people's hope. Those two disciples on the road to Emmaus had lost
hope. They" trusted that it had been He which should have redeemed
Israel." They forgot much that He had told them, but this they
must have remembered, that He had said the Son of Man must be
crucified and the third day He must rise again.
And to them the third day had come and the Lord of it they perceived not. Hope was well nigh at expiring breath, but their living
Hope was close to them and would soon "restore" and cheer and
bless with words of comfort. Oh, what a God is ours! How full,
how rich, how free are His restoring mercies! Brethren, does it not
speak to us and remind us how" we ought also to love one another" !
Too apt to find the fault or flaw in a brother's or sister's character or
conduct, we seldom remember in time, and ere we have grieved such
an one, that the Gospel way of dealing with such is after the mind of
the Spirit-taught Paul. "Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault,
ye which are spiritual restore such an one in the spirit of meekness;
considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted" (Gal. vi. 1). The
original gives the injunction very forcibly, "Set that broken joint
again." Let us seek grace thus to act with an erring brother or sister,
remembering ourselves and taking heed lest we fall.
And the Lord, as the careful, watchful, tender Shepherd of His sheep,
not only restores their soul and their hope, but He bestows other
blessings upon them. There are blessings in store. It may be after
a very chequered history and a life of much stripping and mysterious
trials and providences, that the Lord fulfils His promise to their
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comfort and joy. "For I will restore health unto thee, and I will
heal thee of thy wounds, saith the Lord" (Jer. xxx. 17), "and will
reveal unto them the abundance of peace and truth" (xxxiii. 6).
He says, " I will settle you after your old estates, and will do better
unto you than at your beginnings, and ye shall know that I am the
Lord" (Ezek. xxxvi. 10, 11).
He Who has allowed the affiictions " as His furnace to purge away
the dross of our sins, and used them as His files to pare off our spiritual
dross, and a-s His fans to winnow our chaff," as said the godly Calamy,
now sees His work accomplished and is " ready to save," deliver and
restore. And He shall and will have all the glory of His children's
salvation as the Keeper of His sheep.
"Behold Thy sheep, Lord Jesus;
Behold us at Thy feet;
Thy love and grace hath drawn us,
Thy Shepherd voice so sweet;
Oh, lead us, faithful Pastor,
Where rests at uoon Thy flock;
Beneath the shade all grateful,
The shadow of the Rock.
"Behold Thy flock, 'Good Shepherd,'
The flock Thine Own by blood,
The dower Thy Father gave Thee,
The beauteous Church of God;
Unseal the fount of waterThy Truth-that fouutain deep,
For weary hearts are fainting;
Oh, gladden, Lord, Thy sheep.
"From day to day, ' Great Shepherd,'
Thy blessing full command.
Then every saint will witness
'Tis Goschen's pleasant land;
Then all Thy waiting people
Refreshed, made glad, restored,Will hail afresh, 'Chief Shepherd,'
The appearing of their Lord." (J. 0.)
One more view of the Good Shepherd. Jesus, the Risen Lord,
" that Great Shepherd of the sheep," is leading His little pilgrim band
out as far as Bethany. "He led them out," and they were just
following in the steps of their Divine Lord and Master, and doubtless
full of wonderment at what next they were to be witness of since the
wonderful and solemn happenings of the past few days. And la, they
are under His hands of Blessing. "He lifted up His hands and blessed
them. And it came to pass, while He blessed them, He was parted
from them, and carried up into heaven." A parting blessing and a
blessing yet to be completed. The promise is yet to be fulfilled that
He will come again and bless His people. He, truly, can lay claim
to the gracious, glorious title of Restorer, Who" restored that which
He took not away."
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He does everything Divinely worthy of Himself! No wonder that
"they worshipped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy;
and were continually in the temple, praising and blessing God.

Amen. "

R.

Sermonf3

allll N

ottf3 of ,S mho 1If3.

THE SPIRIT AND THE WORD.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON, AT
ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.
(Ooncluded from p. 251.)
" And when He is come, He will"eprove the world ofsin, and ofrighteousness,
and of judgment: of sin, because they believe not on Me; of
"ighteousness, because I go to My Fathe·/', and ye see Me no more;
judgment, because the prince of this world is judged. "-JOHN xvi. 8-10.

BUT one word upon this better righteousness, this most excellent
righteousness which the poor, awakened, sin-burdened sinner now
acknowledges he needs. "What the law could not do, in that it was
weak through the flesh, God, sending His own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: that the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh,
but after the Spirit." Ah, it is in Christ, Christ crucified, Christ raised,
Christ exalted, Christ seated, Christ glorified, Christ reigning, and
Christ coming, we have a perfect righteousness. Oh, marvel of Divine
grace, glorious truth for the herald of the Gospel to proclaim without
ceasing, whether men hear or whether they forbear, "For He hath
made Him Who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might be made
(or, constituted) the righteousness of God in Him." I say that is a
truth of truths which the Gospel heralds. And how few receive it.
How generally that glorious truth is despised-the truth of the
imputation of sin to Christ, the truth of the imputation of Christ's
righteousness to the coming, believing sinner. But this is the one
narrow way of salvation; as the 'Vord runs, "Neither is there salvation
in any other," there is but one" Name under heaven given among
men, whereby we must be saved," and that the Name of Jesus. This
is the Name whereby He shall be called, and this is why He shall by
that Name be called, because" He shall save His people from their
sins." And He is thus by faith relied upon, He is thus by faith
gloried in.
"Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorions dress;
'Midst flaming worlds in these arrayed
With joy shall I lift up my head."
This is the work of the Holy Ghost in the heart of the sinner. "When
.He is come He will convince of righteousness," of false righteousness
first, and of the true and everlasting righteousness next.
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And then lastly, He shall convince men of judgment; yes, He shall
convince men of judgment to come. Just as the Lord Jesus stated,
"He shall convince of righteousness because I go to My Father in proof
that My obedience and blood have been accepted in the place of human
righteousness," so He assured the hearts of His trembling disciples as
they dreaded His departure from them and their being left comfortless
or orphans, He says, " When the Holy Ghost comes He will, through
your testimony throughout the world, convince men, prove them to
be in the wrong, on the subject of coming judgment, and I assure you
this will be so, and I give you this assurance on the ground that already
the ruler of this world is judged." That is the foundation on which
the Lord rested His doctrine. He could, of course, speak of Satan
being crushed, although as yet the wondrous sacrifice of the cross
had literally to be presented. Nothing could hinder Christ sacrificing
Himself for the sins of His people, and therefore He could with truth
say, "The thing is finished-the work is done." He could look up
in His Father's face hours before the scene of Calvary and say, " Father,
I have glorified Thee on the earth, I have finished the work which Thou
gavest Me to do." He could say that because, as I have already
observed, nothing in earth or hell could hinder His fulfilling the work
He had in Covenant undertaken to perform according to the counsel
of His Father's will. And thus He speaks of Satan as already crushed
when He tells His disciples, " The prince of this world is judged." Let
us never, beloved fellow-believers, overlook the fact that" for this
purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy (tbe
Greek is, undo) the works of the devil." That was the great purpose
of the coming of God manifest in the flesh-to" undo the works of the
devil," and this on behalf of His beloved Church and people, so that
fear is removed throughly from their hearts and minds, fears are taken
away from their hearts. Jesus would cheer up His dear disciples in
their sorrow and soul heaviness. "Be of good cheer, I have overcome
the world, I have overcome the ruler of the darkness of this world, and
if I have exercised judgment upon him be assured that hereafter I will
take My seat upon the supreme throne of judgment when a guilty
world is arrayed before Me." Upon these grounds, then, dear friends,
the Lord Jesus would still cheer the hearts of His dear people. And
you, my younger hearers, who through grace have been called out of
the world, have been called to a knowledge of sin, have been led to the
footstool of Divine grace, have been washed in the precious blood, and
are clean for justification before God, but who find yourselves in
constant conflict with sin, in-dwelling sin and sin around you, sin
confronting you in a thousand forms day by day, be of good cheer,
the grounds of your hope are solid; a hope is yours which cannot be
ashamed, can never be put to confusion. "On Christ the solid Rock"
you stand; be satisfied, be quite satisfied with the grace that has put
you there, be satisfied with the grace which is pledged to keep you
there; be satisfied with the Lord Who has promised you with exceeding
great and precious promises that you shall come off "more than
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conquerors." Yet while these things are said, dare not you to undervalue the powers of evil that confront you. Satan, the world, the
flesh-this triple enemy is constantly watching your goings, constantly
seeking your downfall, delighted when you trip, or slip, or turn aside
here a little or there a little in the things of God. Walk delicately
and walk tremblingly, yet walk hopefully and prayerfully and
dependently. Greater is He that is for you than all that are against
you. The Lord is but teaching you by humbling you, teaching
you by your frailties and your failures to rely more habitually on
His Almighty sufficiency.
Jesus would have His disciples take
heart of courage and press 011. This is the language of Holy
Scripture: "Let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which
doth so easily beset us," especially that sin of uribelief, that sin of
distrusting the sufficiency of God's grace, "and let us run with
patience "-there is much to try our patience, much to exercise our
patience and endurance day by day; yet let us seek to run with
patience the race set before us, looking unto Jesus, the Author and the
great Example of faith, and the Perfecter and the Finisher of faith.
Oh, contemplate Jesus, consider Him Who endured patiently such
contradiction of sinners against Himself, lest ye become faint in your
minds. The Lord would not have His children thus give way to
spiritual faintness, but He would have them to be faithful and firm,
dependent and strong, even unto the end. May we seek the power of
the Spirit in all this. This is where the power belongeth-unto God.
This is where, this is the sphere in which He perfects His strength"My strength is made perfect in· wealcness." Thus when the dear
Apostle Paul was so exercised about that" thorn in the flesh," and
so repeatedly app3aled to God in prayer for deliverance from it, he had
that answer. "Thrice I besought the Lord concerning this thing "besought the Lord to take away the exercise he was so keeuly suffering.
Here we learn the lesson that even in regard to our prayers we need
submit our petitions to His Fatherly acceptance and judgment--" If It
seem good in Thy sight, 0 my Father; if it please Thee, 0 Lord, thus
to grant me my request." Paul asked three times and he had his
answer, though not in kind as he sought it. Someone has well said in
regard to the prayers of God's people that what the Lord does not
give them in kind He gives them in kindness. I think there is much
force of truth in the simple words. What He gives them not in answer
to their prayers in kind, that is, in the sort they asked Him to grant
that they might get the blessing-though He grant it not to them in
kind, yet He grants them in kindness something better. You have
often heard me state-some of you-that God never takes away from
any of His children anything that He does not replace by something
much better. We might illustrate the case did time allow us, which
it does not, by the instance of Job: "So the Lord blessed the latter
end of Job more than his beginning." And so will it be found in tbe
case of all God's tempted, tried, praying people. In the issue, in the
end of their days, they shall find that the Lord led them by wise and
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loving paths, that every crook in their lot was wisely placed there for
some great and gracious end which He sanctified and which He brought
to pass.
Thus, then, let us cheer one another's hearts, as I would to-night,
and those who are young in the things of God more especially; let us
seek to build one another up on our holy faith, giving especial honour
to the in-dwelling, anointing, converting, comforting, instructing
Holy Spirit.
"WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED?"
A SERMON PREACHED IN ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, LLOYDMINSTER,
(SASK.), CANADA, ON SUNDAY EVENING, lIiAY 27th, 1923,
BY THE REV. R. J. NOYES, B.D.
" What must I do to be saved? "-ACTS xvi. 30.
A REMARKABLE chain of God's Providence led up to this anxious cry,
"What must I do to be saved"? We learn from the earlier portion
of the chapter that Paul and Silas, in tlie course of their missionary
travels, were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the Word in Asia,
i.e., a district of what we now call Asia Minor. Then they attempted
to go into another province, but, "The Spirit suffered them not."
Continuing their journey they came to Troas, the port on the coast
of lIIysia, about thirty miles south of the Dardanelles. There Paul
had a vision. "There stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him,
saying, Come over into Macedonia and help us." After he had se~
this vision, they felt confident that it was the Lord's will that theyshould preach the Gospel there, and so they continued their journey
to Philippi, the first European city visited by Paul.
I am sure that this Providential leading was not peculiar to the
Apostles. If God's true servants seek His guidance in their ministerial movements, with a single eye to His glory, Hc will direct their
steps to that place where He has a real work for them to do, if it be
to convey the message of Salvation to but one soul only. And so it
was with Paul and Silas, for after staying in Philippi several days, on
the first Sabbath morning they went out of the city beside the river,
" where prayer was wont to be made," and" they sat down and spake
unto the women" which came together, Jewesses and Jewish proselytes,
and there was one among them (Lydia by name) of whom it is recorded,
" Whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things
which were spoken of Paul."
Note, it is not said that she opened her heart, or ' gave her heart to
the Lord,' as the religious phraseology of later times runs, but that
" the Lord opened "-effectually opened as the Greek word meansher heart, so that she gave heed to St. Paul's preaching of the Gospel.
The inclination of the heart towards the truth is a fruit of God's
grace, and not an effect of the human will.
And now Satan seeks to discredit and mar the work of the Apostles,
for a slave-girl possessed with a demon followed them day after day,
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and cried, saying: "These men are the servants of the Most High
God, which show unto us the way of salvation." Paul was" grieved,"
for God receives not the testimony of demons, and he commanded
the evil spirit to depart out of her, which he did. Then it would seem
as though Satan's design was about to be accomplished, for the owners
of the slave-girl recognizing that they would lose the money which
she had brought to them by her "soothsaying "-her "fortune
telling," as we might say, were greatly enraged, seized Paul and Silas,
and brought them to the magistrates, saying: "These men, being
Jews, do exceedingly trouble our city, and teach custOmB which are
not lawful for us to receive, neither to observe, being Romans." The
magistrates commanded the lictors, or rod-bearers, to tear off the
Apostles' clothing, and to beat them. Then they committed them to
prison, and instructed the jailor to put them in safe keeping; whereupon he "thrust them into the inner prison "-a cold, damp, dark
dungeon-" and made their feet fast in the stocks."
What followed is best told in the exact words of Holy Scripture.
" And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God:
and the prisoners heard them. And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and
immediately all the doors were opened and everyone's bands were
loosed. And the keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, and
seeing the prison doors open, he drew out his sword, and would have
killed himself, supposing that the prisoners had been fled. But Paul
cried with a loud voice, saying, 'Do thyself no harm: for we are
all here.' Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas, and brought them out,
and said, ' Sirs, what must I do to be saved! ' "
What was it that brought about such a wonderful change in this
man 1 It was not the fear of death, as, when he thought the prisoners
had escaped, he had been about to kill himself, for, as a Roman soldier,
he was responsible for them, and, had they escaped, his life would
have been forfeited, and therefore he preferred suicide. His agitation
and trembling was not from the fear of death, or the fear of punishment, for the prisoners were all there, but was evidently the result of
deep conviction of sin, the work of the Holy Spirit. The means
employed are not specified, but we may suppose that the thought of
the dread eternity into which he had been about to plunge; the
remembrance of the cry of the demon-possessed damsel, " These men
are the servants of the Most High God, which show unto us the way
of salvation," and the stir and talk which this had made in the city;
and also, possibly, words spoken by the Apostles in their audible
prayers and praises, before he fell asleep, all combined to wring from
him the agonized cry, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved! "
We may note here the great difference between the two conversions
recorded in this chapter of the Acts. The conversion of the Philippian
Jailor was sudden, in a moment, as it were, and accompanied by deep
conviction of sin, and agony of soul; the other, that of Lydia, was
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more gradual and tranquil. The Lord so effectually opened Lydia's
heart, that she listened to the Gospel, and not only listened to it (as
many do, and yet remain unaffected by it), but listened so that she
might know for herself the way of salvation, how her sins might be
pardoned, her sin and guilt put away, and her soul saved. Faith
came by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God, and so she believed
and was baptized.
No doubt most conversions are of this latter character, similar to
that of Lydia's, but in every conversion there is the anxious inquiry,
in the heart, if not upon the lips, " What must I do to be saved! "
Has that ever been your inquiry! Oh, if you have never had such
anxious thoughts, may you be brought to " seek the Lord while He
may be found, to call upon Him while He is near," ere it be too late!
And now for the answer to the question, "What must I do to be
saved," or as the words may be translated, " What shall I do in order
that I may be saved!" The reply of the Apostles to the Philippian
Jailor was direct, and to the point, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thou shalt be saved." We must bear in mind that these words
were spoken to one under strong conviction of sin, one in that condition
of spiritual experience, that he was ready to hear of Jesus Christ,
God's appointed Saviour, and to trust in Him. And to all in such
circumstance, who ask a similar question, that is the right answer.
But the words, "Believe on the Lord Jesns Christ and thou shalt
be saved," are no command to those who are not under conviction
of sin, who are not" pricked in their hearts" by a sense of sin. Such
have first to believe God's testimony as to their lost and ruined condition, and their need of a Saviour. To bid people to beiieve who are
not under conviction is of no avail.
Moreover, these were not the ouly words spoken to the Jailor of
Pbilippi. The next verse says, "They spake unto him the word of
the Lord." They proclaimed to him the Gospel message, the glad
tidings of salvation through Him Who once suffered and died, and is
now exalted to the right hand of God.
Observe, it was not one conversion only that took place on that
eventful night.. In reply to the Jailor's question the Apostles said:
" Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy
house." Methinks that on that memorable night the members of the
Jailor's family stood around, saw and heard all that passed, and they,
too, were convinced of sin by the Holy Spirit, and received the Gospel
of Christ, for not only did the Jailor believe, but" all his house "verse 34--" Believing in God with all his house," and so not only
was he baptized, but "all his" as well, as a sign and seal of their
repentance and faith.
We must not leave the Philippian Jailor until we notice the fruits
and effects of his conversion. The lion became a lamb! Whereas he
had previously acted with great severity toward the Lord's servants,
now "He took them the same hour of the night, and washed their
stripes; brought them into his house, and set food hefore them," and
rejoiced exceedingly.
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And now I turn to the case of one who thinks that salvation is to
be merited by his works, and remind him of what is required of him.
No less than to keep the whole law of God, iu every pa:rticular, and
all his life long, "For it is Written: whosoever shall keep the whole
law and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all." Moreover, that
law requires, as shown by the Lord Himself, that he " love God with
all his heart, and with all his soul, and with all his mind, and also love
his neighbour as himself." Surely, if not blinded by Satan, such an
one must acknowledge that he has sinned, and come short of what
God requires, and therefore is under the condemnation and curse of
the law which he has transgressed. "Cursed," it is written, "is
everyone that continueth not in all things which are written in the
book of the law to do them" (Gal. iii. 10).
Does one who has been trying to work out his own righteousness
realize his failure 1 Does he say, " I have sinned"; does he take his
place as a lost and ruined sinner before an all-Holy God, and does he
still think that he has to do something-does he ask, "What must I
do to be saved 1" We might say, and say truly, Nothing! All is
done! Christ 'by His atoning death, according to the will of His
Father, has saved, eternally saved, all who trust in Him, for" God
made Him to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness
of God in Him."
" Nothing either great or small,
Nothing, sinner, no,

Jesus died and did it all
Long, long ago!
"When He from His lofty throne
Stooped to do and die,
All for thee was fully done,
Listen to His cry:11 I

It is finished', yes, indeed,

Finished every jot;
Sinner, this is all you need,
Tell me, is it not?"

" Verily, verily," said the Lord Jesus, " He that heareth My word,
and believeth on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall
not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life"
(John v. 24). Oh, friends, will you allow this stupendous question
to remain unsettled-" What must I do to be saved 1" It has to do
with your condition throughout eternity!
Think of that word ETERNITY, and ask yourself in the words of one
of God's servants in days gone by:il

How stands the case, my soul, with thee?
For heaven are thy credentials clear?

Is Jesus' blood thine only plea?
Is He thy great fore· runner there?"
" Neither is there salvation in any other; for there is none other
name under heaven given among men whereby we must be saved."
(Acts iv. 12).
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A WARNING AND AN ENCOURAGEMENT.

THE Scriptures expressly declare that all those who reject God's Word
are left without excuse (Rom. i. 20). This truth is made plain again
..nd again in the history of Israel. Many times did God deliver them
from their enemies when they cried unto Him, but each time they
provoked Him with their evil ways until they were again brought low
because of their iniquities (Psa. cvi. 43). At length they mocked
God's messengers, and despised His Words and misused His prophets,
and then the wrath of God arose against His people (Israel) and there
was no remedy (2 Chron. xxxvi. 16).
Unbelief and idolatry had become so rampant that nothing but
God's judgment could deal \vith such a case.
It was in these awful circumstances that Nebuchadnezzar, king of
Babylon, came up against Jerusalem to besiege it. God had tvithdrawn from His professing people, and therefore the real defence of
Jerusalem had gone. The King of Babylon captured it (see 2 Kings
xxiv. 10, etc.) and carried away captive the King of Judah, his princes,
his officers, his servants and the whole army, as well as all the craftsmen of every kind. None but the poorest were left behind.
In this terrible plight God did not absolutely forsake His own
people, but He graciously raised up prophets and teachers, and amongst
the prophets thus raised up was Eze1.-iel (see Chap. i.), through whom
God gave many solemn waruings to Israel in their captivity.
In their sore distress some of the people began to lose hope. They
had misused God's promises in the past, and now they feared they
were utterly forsaken.
Because God had again and again given Israel many wonderful
helps and deliverances, thereby confirming His promises, the people
of Israel had vainly persuaded themselves that God would never let
any real harm come upon them. In Jerusalem and elsewhere they
worshipped Baal and many other false gods, and yet presented themselves before God at the Temple services and excused themselves
saying, "We are delivered to do all these abominations" (Jeremiah
vii. 8-11). In other words, they argned that because God had chosen
them as a nation, therefore they might <).0 exactly as they liked, and
that no harm would result.
"Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ," refers to this class of false
professors when he asserts that aH such" turn the grace of God' into
lasciviousness" (Jude 4). Such men creep in amongst God's true
people and they sow their false doctrines and lead many astray.
The true grace of God, that bringeth salvation, teaches us that
we must depart from all ungodliness and worldly lusts (or self indulgences), and that we must live soberly, righteously, and godly in this
present world, looking forward with hope, that is blessed of God, to
the glorious appearing of the Lord Jesus (Titus ii. 11-13).
From Jude we learn that there are false brethren who creep unobserved into the company of true believers, and seek to inculcate
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that which is entirely contrary to the teaching of God's Holy Spirit
in His Word. This should teach us ,how very necessary it is to
try all doctrines and all teachers by the sure test of Scripture
(1 John iv. 1).
Now it is certain that God's Word cannot be broken. Its fulfilment
may seem to be delayed, because of man's sin, but sooner or later, in
some way or another, the Lord will most assuredly perform every
word He has spoken. Heaven and earth will pass away, but not
the slightest portion of any of God's promises will remain unfulfilled
(Matt. v. 18). Here then is certainty. Here is something sure on
which the poor, tried, and tempted believer may safely rest.
It would seem that there have been times when even the faithful
have become very depressed in spirit and have been tempted to cry
out, " The Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me "
(Isa. xlix. 14), whilst others would go even further and declare, " Our
bones are dried, and our hope is lost, we are cut off for our parts "
(Ezek. xxxvii. 11). To both these classes the Prophet was sent, and
he was bidden to declare to them that God's Word should be fnlfilled,
and that even though their hopes had perished and become like unto
" very dry bones," yet God would gather them out of the countries
whither they had been driven in His anger, and He would bring them
again to their own land, and they should be His people, and He would
be their God (J er. xxxii. 36-44).
What a gracious message for the Lord to send to cheer His faithful
ones.
This message is not alone for those who heard it from the very
mouth of the prophet, but it is a message full of hope and encouragement to all believers now.
The man or woman who feels the hardness of his or her own heart
knows something of the meaning of the expression "dry bones."
There are times when all spiritual life seems to have disappeared
and God's. people seem ready to perish. Their hope seems dead,
and they are tempted to think God has forsaken them. Then to be
reminded that the Holy Spirit can breathe upon them, and revive
them and restore them, is good news indeed, and this He does by
causing them to see afresh the grace of the Lord Jesus, and this is to
them " as rain upon the mown grass, and as showers that water the
earth" (Psa. \xxii. 6).
Then again, this message gives encouragement to all who desire
to proclaim God's Word before others. Hearers may seem as insensible to their lost condition by nature as a dry bone, bleached by the
sun, is insensible to touch; it is so absolutely dead. But faith cometh
by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God, and the Word of God
must be preached (Rom. x. 17 and 14), and as it is preached the Holy
Spirit can so apply it to the consciences of those who are dead in
trespasses and sins (Ephes. n. 1) that they shall hear and live (John
v. 25).
P. I. B.

\
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RETROSPECT AND PROSPECT.
LOOKING over some past volumes of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE lately, and
reading the sorrowful apprehensions of the writers deploring the
increasing godlessness at that time (more than thirty years ago), I
wonder what they would have written now. The dear watchers and
witnesses of those days who so faithfully pointed out danger signals
are (the majority of them) in glory now. They were counted worthy
to escape these days of intense anxiety caused by the recklessness and
lawlessnes", and awful profanity with disbelief in the Word of God.
One wonders more and more daily at God's marvellous patience. But
as long as one of His own redeemed people for whom Christ died is on
the earth, He will keep His Covenant promise and purpose. "I will
never leave thee." In the rapidly increasing unrest and evil on all
sides we know He will say to His purchased possession as of old He did
to Lot: "I cannot do anything till thou be come thither" (the place
of safety).
In this same volume of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, the late Mrs. Chaplin,
in a letter to the Editor, Dr. Doudney, on the solemn times of her day
and the inevitable judgments to follow, closes with" God grant you
may be safely with Him before the storm, that you may
" 'Fall asleep some weary night
And wake on the other side.'''
This has been his happy lot and hers too. You and I, dear reader,
listening to His "Fear not (fear not, with Me thou shalt be in safe
guard)," are comforted. For," Complete in Him," His blood and
righteousness our beauty and our glorious dress,
" Midst flaming worlds in these arrayed,
With joy shall we lift up our heads."
In Christ absolutely, absolutely safe-"jixed in Christ" as I heard it so
beautifully explained recently. We cannot be in Him and out of
Him. We arejixed in Him. It is a permanency, and nothing can sever'
from His love.
. We read in the Revelation the strange and the pre-ordained unfoldings
of our own times and the times to come, and that" these shall make
war with the Lamb "-the Lamb that was slain for us. Our indignation
boils to think of it, but our hearts swell with intense consolation, and
the spirit is calmed as we proceed, for we read, " And the Lamb shall
overcome them; for He is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they
that are with Him are called, and chosen, and faithful." Dear reader,
how it behoves us to be faithful in these days of scorn and ridicule and
oppression, faithful to Him and faithful for Him.
Be of good cheer, " I have overcome." Look not around, the sight is
fearsome. Look not down, the oppressor has no power over the Lord's
people; but look up to the Overcomer. "They that are with us are
more than they that be with them." Yes, for with us is " the Lord of
hosts, the God of Jacob," and we are in Christ, the Lord of lords and
King of kings. Thus we are" more than conquerors" in Him.
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I wonder why I am led to write thus. There may be some dear
reader who is quite appalled as he or she opens a newspaper, or hears
of some fresh daring blasphemy.
I pray our loving Lord will speak peace to him or her, peace because'
of Him in whom is our peace; assurance because He shall overcome;
joy, because He Himself has bid you, "When these things begin to
come to pass lift up your heads, for your redemption draweth nigh."
And how much nearer now than thirty years ago! Looking unto Jesus,
gazing upon Him, looking away from all else, feast upon His love, trust
His wisdom, power, and faithfulness, and the soul shall rest safely.
" Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for Him." The Spirit-enabled
believer will thus" sit down under His shadow with great delight," and
will sing of Hts faithfulness.
Very recently the Prince of Wales visited Birmingham. Crowds
gathered together, patiently waiting for hours to see him. At long
last a pilot car appeared which was evidence that he was in the vicinity.
In two or three minutes he was in sight. How the onlookers bent
forward all at once to catch a distant glimpse of the approaching
Prince-all eyes turned one way towards him. It struck me very
forcibly as the attitude of the blood-bought Church now, that the pilot
car of " these things beginning to come to pass" heralding His approach
is seen. The joybells are sounding already, " Your redemption draweth
nigh, your redemption draweth nigh. Lift up your heads for HE is
near." Wait--watch-listen: "Surely I come quickly."
Let us remember that they who are with Him are not only called and
chosen, but faithful. "Faithful is He that calleth you." "He is
faithful that promised."
"The tide of time shall never
His Covenan t remove;
His Name shall stand for ever
His changeless Name of Love."

The faithful God looks for a faithful people. Note St. Paul: "He
counted me faithful." '.' Timotheus, who is my beloved son and faithful
in the Lord." "It is required in stewards, that a man be found
faithful." The Ephesians were "faithful in Christ Jesus." The.
Colossians were" faithful brethren in Christ." We all know faithful
means loyal. We shall, as grace-saved sinners, promoted to the household of God in the midst of a frowning world,· dare to be Daniels, dare
to stand alone, yet not alone, but" iu His great might with all His
strength endued." And we shall find in the thick of the conflict, like
the three Hebrews in the fiery furnace, One" in the midst" with us
and we with Him.
Even more than the sin-struck, sin-loving, distracted world around,
the child of God deplores sin within, soul strivings and strugglings.
The enemy seems to .be drawing him into an invisible but tightly
surrounding net. "Fightings and fears without, within." The Holy
Spirit opens his eyes to see, but He also opens his eyes to behold the
Sin-bearer, the loving One who sees" no spot in him," because sin is
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taken away, purged. "God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be
tempted above that ye are able; but will, with the temptation, also
make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it." "He Himself
hath suffered, being tempted, He is able to succour them that are
tempted." "For He hath made HIM to be sin for us, Who knew no
sin-; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him."
Dear reader, dear child of God, "When even was come, Jesus said,
Let us go over to the other side." So when the day of this life is over,
be it long or sbort, and when its trials, conflicts, anxieties, fears, are
ended, He will come again as He said, and say to you and to me, " Let
us go over to the other side." We shall not leave this world alone.
We shall not be lonely explorers, but hand in hand with Him, the
Beloved, we shall hear the sweet voice saying, " Let Us go over to the
other side." Think of all contained in those three words, " the other
side." The half has not been told us, but we know from His Word
that it will be transcendently glorious. It is enough to know that I
shall be with Him and He will be with me. Is it not, dear Christ-lover
and Christ loved 1
"He and I in that bright glory,
One deep joy shall shareMine to be for ever with Him,
His, that I am there."
NETTlE.

THOU SHALT GLORIFY ME.
WERE our national disquietudes and embarrassments many times more
keen than they are, we should still have to say, as Ezra did, "Thou
hast punished us less than our iniquities deserve." Ezra felt what he
confessed, and those who now" cry and sigh for all the abominations
that are done in the land" feel the same; for God is blatantly dishonoured on every hand, and yet His longsuffering mercy keeps us
going, and we are not " cast from His presence" as yet.
But with Ezra and with all the family of God the words have a
private, as well as a general, interpretation. There are many, it may
be, who do not feel in so many word.s that they are" the vilest of them
all," but the continual and depressing consciousness that they have no
claim to His care or interest, or right to His salvation, is the work of
His own hand and is " conviction of sin." They would not cry day
and night after Him if they did not justify Him in all His dealings with
them, be those dealings what they may. They know that He has not
dealt with them after their sin, nor rewarded them according to their
iniquity.
Even if it were not futile, we should shrink from an attempt to gauge
the deserts of the saints of God whose lives are written for our learning.
We dare not so touch the apple of God's eye. But we do know something of what He did. It was less than Hezekiah's deserts that all
his treasures should be carried away to Babylon, and less than Solomon's
that his son should lose the kingdom. It was less than Moses deserved
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that he should be forbidden the desire of his long pilgrimage, and never
enter the promised Canaan. God said that he had trespassed against
Him-had not believed Him, to sanctify Him in the eyes of the children
of Israel. How meekly he submitted to the righteous judgment" not answering again" that they had " provoked his spirit so that
he spake unadvisedly with his lips." That was a kind palliation
which the Holy Spirit Himself gave centuries after He had taken His
servant home. But he should not have spoken as if Aaron and he had
" any power of themselves to help" themselves, as if they could bring
water out of the rock. Perhaps he should not have addressed the
Israel of God as " ye rebels." But so it was, and so he failed.
It is of the love and mercy of God, it is one of the victories of Christ,
and it is the work of the blessed Lord when His children sanctify Him
in their hearts, as Peter enjoined his scattered and suffering friends.
It is an inestimable blessing when they can, under all circumstances or
apprehensions, rest in Him and wait patiently for Him, in quietness
and confidence persuaded that He knows, and that He is able to help
sufficiently; when they believe that He has other people's hearts and
affairs in His hand, as well as their own, that He is King over all the
earth and over all the Church, that He will do right and will not fail
nor forsake, that His promises of tenderness will not be lost in those
of wisdom and might, that He has many ends to answer in one dispensation.
The Shunamite sanctified Him whim "she answered, It is well,"
although the boy was dead. The Hebrew youths did so when they
said, " It may be that our God will deliver us . . . hut if not." Job
and Eli sanctified Him, and Paul did-first when he asked in faith and
simplicity that the thorn might be removed, then in gladly bearing it.
These were God's holy people, that sanctified Him, these His happy
children who glorified Him. They sought the Lord, and He heard and
delivered them, and put new songs in their mouths, even praise unto
Him. They sanctified Him in their hearts, the inevitable afterward
came, and they glorified Him with their songs.
There was One in the 22nd Psalm who felt forsaken and alone, a
reproach of men and despised of the people, hut in the depths of
conflict and sorrow He clung to this :-" Thou art holy, 0 Thou that
inhabitest the praises of Israel. Our fathers trusted in Thee, they
trusted in Thee, and Thou didst deliver them." He poured out His
holy soul in perfect confidence that, tried even to death as He was,
His Father was God and was with Him. And in the eternal praise and
glory of heaven, He takes the pre-eminence. "My praise shall be of
Thee in the great congregation. . . They shall praise the Lord that
seek Him.
For the kingdom is the Lord's."
FOLLOWER-O!\' .

"Till: battle of 'Christian' with ' Apollyon' lasted three hours,
but the battle of Christian with himself lasted all the way from the
Wicket Gate to the river Jordan."-C. H. Spurgeon.
24
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CHOSEN, ORDAINED, AND MADE FRUITFUL.
By THE LATE EBENEZER CARR.

" Ye have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you,
that ye shouUl go and bring forth fruit, and that you,' fruit shmdd
remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in My Name,
He may give it to yoU."-JOHN xv. 16.
IT is an inestimable privilege to the Church of God in all ages that
the Written Word of God, both in the Old Testament and in the New
Testament, contains the very words of each glorious Person of the
Godhead, revealed for our instruction and establishment in the sacred
truths of the Covenant of Grace and of the wondrous plan of salvation.
Thus in the foregoing portion of Scripture we find recorded the very
words of the adorable person of the eternal Son of God, almighty
to save and to make His mystical members meet for their inheritance
in glory. May the Holy Spirit favour us with light in contemplating
the text chosen for meditation, and show to us the heavenly beauties
of the truths contained therein.
" Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be
acceptable in Thy sight, 0 Lord, my strength, and my Redeemer"
(Psalm xix. 14).
1. " Ye have ,wt chosen Me, but I have clwsen you."
The Divine Speaker in the text is the eternal Son of God, co-equal
and co-eternal with God the Father, revealed in all Scripture by the
inspiration of God,"For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when
there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is My
beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased."
" In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All
things were made by Him; and without Him was not any thing
made that was made" (2 Peter i. 17; John i. 1-3).
The foregoing portions set forth His glory and Almighty power.
The heart of man universally is utterly incapacitated by sin and
departure from God to make choice of anything spiritual apart from
the almighty power of regeneration: Therefore our Lord said to
Nicodemus, " Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom
of God" (John iii. 3). What an awful state mankind is in through
his fall in Adam. The Prophet Jeremiah, chapter xvii. verse 9,
describes the solemn fact.
" The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked:
who can know it 1 "
But the Lord has in everlasting and immutable love chosen a family
in Jesus Christ His well beloved Son, and by sanctification of the
Holy Ghost to salvation and to be made meet for glory. Hence the
awakened and convinced sinner is led to seek for righteousness through
Jesus Christ the Redeemer of all chosen in Him. 0 what infinite
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mercy and grace to be brought to seek and to love Him and to renounce
all confidence in the flesh.
" But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are
as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like
the wind, have taken us away" (Isa. lxiv. 6).
Poor, sin-sick, seeking soul, with a desire towards a precious Christ,
there is for such " balm in Gilead." Art thou poor in spirit 1 See
His blessing to thee, " Theirs is the kingdom of heaven." Dost thou
mourn because of indwelling sin 1 He says, you" shall be comforted."
Are you in a spirit of humility longing to be one of His followers 1
His promise is " they shall inherit the earth." And have you been
made to hunger and thirst after righteousness 1 His promise to you
is, " You shall be filled." Have you love to Him in all your needs 1
It is because He first loved you. These are sure evidences of the
Spirit's grace being implanted in your heart, and in the appointed
time He will surely witness the same within for your consolation again
and again. 0 the heights and depths of the sovereign grace of our
Lord! "Ye have not chosen Me, but" (one of the Lord's glorious
" buts" revealed in Scripture) "But I have chosen you."
Since then our being chosen in Christ is all of grace we join with the
Apostle in saying, "Where is boasting then 1 It is excluded. By
what law 1 Of works 1 Nay, but by the law of faith" (Romans iii. 27).
It is a blessed privilege to be brought clearly to see and love the
distinguishing doctrines of grace revealed in the Word of God.
2. " And OI'dained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and
that your fruit should j·emain."
Here are two graces with which our Lord adorns the people of His
choice, viz. :-Ordination, and Fruit bearing. As the glorious Head
of His Church He has ordained them to eternal life, and, 0 wonder
of grace to be made perfect in oneness with Him in glory.
" And I give unto them eternal life; a.nd they shall never perish,
neither shall any man pluck them out of My Hand" (John x. 28).
" And the glory which Thou gavest Me I have given them; that they
may be one, even as We are one: I in them, and Thou in Me, that
they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know
that Thou hast sent Me, and hast loved them, as Thou hast loved
Me" (John xvii. 22, 23).
o what an infinite mercy to be made humble followers of our Lord,
"The Way, the Truth, and the Life."
But in the text His words specially refer to His people going forth
to bear fruit and to the same remaining, showing the a.ctivities of
grace in their walk and conversation which He most blessedly refers
to in the former part of the chapter.
" I am the Vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in Me, and
I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without Me ye
can do nothing" (verse 5).
In and through Him alone by the power and blessing of His Spirit
the children of God bring forth fruit, and bless and praise His Holy
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Name, this heavenly fruit remains. See the cry of Israel of old, "I
am like a green fir tree. From Me is thy fruit found" (Hosea xiv. 8).
3. " That whatsoeve,. ye shall ask of the Fathe,. in My Name, He may
give it you."
As God our Heavenly Father is a Spirit, " and- they that worship
Him must worship Him in Spirit, and in Truth," so must His children
pray unto Him in the all prevailing and meritorious Name of the
Lord Jesus Christ. See the love, mercy, and condescension of our
Lord. He does not limit our petitions to spiritual needs, but teaches
us to pray for temporal needs also, for His gracious words are, "'Vhatsoever ye shall ask of the Father," etc. Do we feel our insufficiency
for prayer to God 1 He is all sufficient and gives us the Holy Spirit
to indite and inspire (Romans viii. 26, 27). Our Heavenly Father is
ever true to His word and promises, " For the gifts and calling of God
are without repentance" (Romans xi. 29). He is a prayer-hearing
and prayer-answering God,. immutable in His sovereign Will and
mercy, and He will accomplish all His purposes, that glory in heaven
and in earth may rebound to His great and Holy Name.

THE ENGLISH

SU~T})AY.

THE Rev. Dr. Saillens (Paris), speaking at the Annual Meeting of the
Kensit Crusade, held in London, on Monday, May 14th last, said he
had been asked to speak on the Continental Sunday. It was fifty
years ago this year that he came to England for the first time, a young
man, but not too young to notice some of the things that distinguished
England from the Continent. Among the things that struck him more
than anything else was the beauty, the stillness, the restfulness of the
English Sunday. It was one of the greatest blessings brought by the
Reformation. Dr. Saillens recalled Spurgeon's Tabernacle, with a
congregation of five thousand on Sunday morning and a like number
at night, and other London churches almost as crowded for their size.
The French and Continentals generally did not understand the English
Sunday, they sp04e of it as being the most dismal thing in the world!
The Doctor, comparmg then and now, thought we had made some
progress in the wrong way. He believed it was right to say that the
Continental Sunday was the Roman Catholic Sunday. It was Rome
which was the greatest worker of immorality in the world. Rome had
made Sunday a day of perfunctory obedience, a day of slavery, when
you must go bodily to Mass; whether your spirit went or not did not
matter. He said that in some parts of France during the hunting
season Mass was said at 4 a.m., so that the hunters might go off early
for the day's sport. One of the reasons why Sunday had become a
day of pleasure was that the Church of Rome had taught the people
sensual excitements in the search of enjoyment. The priest was the
first actor. The theatre was the curse of the time. French people
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worshipped the actress far more than any other being in the world,
and the first teacher of sensuality was the Romish Church, which had
given place to the theatre in her very precincts-as witness the old
mystery plays. The theatre was born on the Table of Communion,
the" altar." Dr. Saillens had a very plain word to say about Protest,ants who went to the Passion Play at Ober-Ammergau.-The English
Ohurchman.
MODERNISM AMONGST THE PRESBYTERIANS.
IN May last t.he Annual Meeting of the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church of the D.S.A. was held. Amongst other important matters there was a debate on the modernistic teaching of Dr.
Harry Emerson Fosdick, minister of the First Presbyterian Church of
New York. A Minority Report on his teaching was passed by 439
votes against 359. This Report reaffirmed (1) the inerrancy of the
Bible, (2) the Virgin Birth of Christ, (3) the death of Christ as a sacrifice
to satisfy Divine justice, (4) the bodily resurrection and ascension of
Christ, and (5) the reality of our Lord's miracles. It is a cause of
thankfnlness that this report was carried, but it is ominous that 359
ministers and elders voted against it. In reference to this action of
the Assembly, Dr. L. Mason Clarke, of the First Presbyterian Church
of Brooklyn Heights, N.Y., is reported to have said in a sermon, " I
charge the Assembly with having wrought a grave and fearful injury
to the Church it was supposed to bless. Without any authority
whatsoever, and in distinct defiance of the basic principles of our
Church, it has served an impertinent and arrogant notice (that) there
is not room in the Presbyterian ministry for the progressive mind.
"Let there be no mistake about the significance of the action of the
General Assembly. It undertook to say certain things must not be
tolerated in the preaching from the pulpits of the denomination. It
voted that it was essential and necessary for a Presbyterian minister
to believe in the inerrancy of Scripture, in the virgin birth of Jesus, in
a particular theory of the death of Christ on the cross, in the physical
resurrection of our Lord, and in the veracity and genuineness of the
miracles attributed to Jesus.
" In all frankness, I do not believe one of those five points. Certainly
the Scriptures are not inerrant and never were."
We cull these facts from The Sunday Sclwol Times of Philadelphia,
in its issue of June 9th last. They indicate that Liberal Evangelicalism
and Modernism are working terrible havoc in all the denominations.
" What happened there" (at the Presbyterian General Assembly in
the D.S.A.) "reflects," says the Editor of The Sunday School Times,
" what is happening in greater or less degree, in every Evangelical
cienomination in the world to-day."
Apostasy from the old truths has taken firm root in the professing
Church, and its leavening influence is daily increasing.
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TEE SPICES OF THE GARDEN.
SONG iv. 10-14.
(F'rom " The Song of Songs," by Rev. A. Moody Stuart.)

THERE is scarcely anything in the Gospel history more closely connected
with the death of Jesus than" ointment and spices." By the Lord's
own institution, the wine that pertained to joy and feasting is for ever
associated with His blood; and His words have associated, almost as
intimately, ointments with His death. The statement may appear too
broad, but to our remembrance there were no deeds done towards
Christ on ea.rth of which He took any notice, or on which He appeared
to set a.ny value, when compared with the anointing of His feet and
head. Ointments were always prized in the East, and were especially
connected with feasts among the living, and with funerals of the dead.
At a feast, the woman who was a sinner anointed the feet of Jesus
and wiped them with her hair. "Seest thou this woman 1" He
said, " she hath anointed My feet with ointment; she loved much and
is forgiven much." At a feast again, when the "spikenard very
costly" was poured upon Him, Jesus expressly connected the anointing
with His death, joining the elements of feasting and mourning as
distinctly as in the supper itself. "Against the day of My burying
hath she kept this, she hath come to anoint Me beforehand to the
burying." How greatly He prized this funeral anointing may be
gathered both from His willing reception of the costly odours, which if
sold would have supplied many poor with bread; and from the declaration; like to which He never made another, that" wheresoever the
Gospel should be preached throughout the whole world," that anointing
should be told in memorial of her who ministered it. This fact proves
how highly Jesus prized the funeral ointment in which He was to be
wrapped by J oseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus and the holy women
who followed Him; not however for its own sake, but as a typical
emblem. If so much is made of these odours in' all the Gospels-if the narrative of the anointing of Jesus while living, and of His
embalming when dead, is so full and minute-can we wonder at a large
place being assigned to it in an emblematic and allegoric song? Yet
after all, a place not larger but less than in the historic Gospels.
"Thy garments, and the smell of Thine ointments "-expressions
belonging to the Spouse, yet not leading us away from Jesus Himself,
because all His anointings on earth were furnished by the ministry
of the Bride. Jesus made bread for the multitudes, He created wine
for the marriage, but spices He received entirely from others. He
gave to men more earthly bread than He accepted from them, more
wine than He received; but the only anointing He ever conferred
was the real anointing of the Holy Ghost, the breathing of the Spirit.
Ointment thus stands out as something personal to Jesus; not to
be given away by Him while He lived, but rather to be gathered round
Him for His death. Doubtless the love that brought the a.nointings
for the dying a.nd for the dead was most fragrant and acceptable
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to the Beloved. But as the final Passover was the food which from
His youth up He had desired to eat, so the final anointing and the
funeral embalming were to Him" the spices above all anointments."
The garments were not chiefly tbe Bride's personal and spiritual
raiment, but the fine linen bought by her in which she wound Him
with the spices, signifying that all fragrancc was gathered within that
tomb, all myrrh, cassia, aloes, spikenard, frankincense, calamus, all
fragrance of heaven, all fragrance of earth. The Lord Jesus lay
embalmed and embedded in odours of infinite cost; the anointed
One, with all the ointments that were ever to be His. The anointing
ofl-lis holy conception by the Spu:it, the anointing of His birth, typified
by the Eastern odours, the anointing of His baptism when the Spirit
descended and abode, the anointing of His death, when through the
Eternal Spirit He was offered to the Father, all contributed their
odours to the tomb. All His own personal fragrance, in joy, in sorrow,
in childhood, in manhood, in life and in death, was gathered now.
His death possessed a fragrance peculiar to itself, of all justice, all
truth, all love, all wisdom, completed and fulfilled. When He lay
entombed, it was in the full mountain of myrrh, in the high-heaped
hill of frankincense, not a grain more to be added to all eternity. Tbe
outward abundance of odours UJ the hundred pounds' weight of myrrh
and aloes brought by Nicodemus, and designed to shadow the true
anointing, was so great that a modern murmurer has objected that
"it was enough to embalm two hundred dead bodies." Never till
then was the bcd of spices prepared, for His life itself borrowed odours
from His death, while His death had an infinite fragrance of its own.
But thence onward, till this day, not a grain of myrrh or frankincense
has been gathered to the heap, nor will be to all eternity. All was
finished then, all full, all perfect, in all variety of precious odours, and
in all abundance for earth and for 4eaven. Not another perfume will
now be brought; no small dust in the balance can be cast in along with
"all the powders of the merchant." Nothing can be added to the
perfect, nor can the overflowing cup be made fuller. "I will get me
to the mountain of myrrh, to the hill of frankincense," wrapped in
garments fragrant as Lebanon, and surrounded by all "trees of
frankincense." If the round globe were one hill of pure frankincense,
if all the orbs alone were gathered like so many grains to form one
vast" mountain of myrrh," if the burning heavens were the censer
in which to kindle this heap of incense, it would be like Lebanon, not
sufficient to burn.. it would be as nothing compared with the Word
made flesh, the Creator enwrapping Himself in created vestments,
and presenting Himself to the Father as "a sacrifice of a sweetsn1elling savour."~
"THE chief' difficulty that confronted the London City Missioner
was not the blatant infidelity they had thirty years ago. It was the
infidelity which came from the profeEsor's chair."-A Oity Missionary.
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GOSPEL MAGAZINE FUND.
A WORD TO OUR READERS.
OUR readers will be interested to hear that the Annual Meeting of the
Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE was held on lVIonday, July 9th, in
London. The balance sheet for the year 1922 was read and considered.
It was found that there was a loss of £58 7s. 3d. on the working of the
Magazine for that year. On the other hand, the Trustees were gratified
to note that there had been a marked increase in the sale of the
Magazine during the year 1922. In fact there has been a steady rise
in the circulation during the last few years.
For this encouraging fact we devontly thank God. We earnestly
hope that all our readers will use their influence to secure other suhscribers to the Maga'Zine. A good many people do not know of its
existence. Our readers can greatly assist in promoting a larger circulation by mentioning the Magazine to their friends and urging them
to become subscrihers. Six shillings a year will bring the Magazine
post free to any who desire to take it in. We shall be very grateful to
our readers for their co-operation in this important work. Our prayer
is that the Magazine may in an increasing degree be a mighty power
for good.
With regard to the GOSPEL !liAGAZINE Fund, the Trustees are not
surprised that the amount of the donations for 1922 was smaller than.
in the previous year, considering the present depression in trade. Still
the amonnt received was large. They are very grateful indeed to all
who have contributed. They desire, however, to remind onr readers
that the need for this fund is still very great. In fact, it is absolutely
necessary, if the work is to go on. Although there has been some
reduction in the cost of printin;;, and there is now some reduction in the
cost of postage, the income from sales does not at all equal our financial
lia.bilitie$. We wmild remind our readers that such great newspapers
as The Times and The Dai!y Telegraph have recently had to increase
the cost of these papers from three half-pence to twopence a copy. It
is not to be wondered at, therefore, that a Magazine like ours, which
necessarily is not popular, needs special financial help to keep it going.
We feel sure that our many readers, rich and poor alike, will continue
to subscribe to the GOSPEL !liAGAZINE Fund according as God hath
prospered them. We ask the continued prayers of our readers that our
Covenant God would continue to smile on this work.
Orders for the Magazine should be sent in to Mr. S. Arnold, the
publisher, 74, Strand, London, W.C.2. Donations for the fund may
also be sent to him or to the Editor, Whitington Vicarage, Stoke Ferry,
Norfolk.
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THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
The Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
following donations for the Fund:" In loving memory of
Miss Culwick ..
£1 0 0
them which sleep in
Mr. Bird
100
Jesus"
£1 0 0 Mr. E. J. Futter
100
1>'lrs. E. Rothwell
0 4 0 "A Bath Friend"
200
Mr. C. G. Stevens
0 4 0 Rev. T. Houghton
100
Miss S. Ellis
1 0 0 "A Widow"
020
Mrs. S. A. Ramsden
0 2 6 Mrs. E. Wardle
.. o 10 0
Mrs. C. Jackson
0 5 0 Miss A. Barton
500
Miss M. A. Ivimey
0 10 6
DIVINE POWER.
By THE LATE G. A., OF BlRKENHEAD.
2 PETER i. 3.
THERE is a very blessed view of the way whereby poor sinners interested
in God's everlasting love of them, in Christ, come into the present
heartfelt blessings of God's salvation. By the putting forth of this
blessed power we have a true relish for spiritual things and Divine
realities communicated, so that we go out in desire after what the
apostle calls the fellowship of the mystery. What lovingkindness I see,
however, in the Lord so ordering my matters; for though it is a truth
that God's Word is not bound when a minister is, yet it is truly blessed
to feel the enlargements of the blessed Spirit, for where the Spirit of
the Lord is, there is liberty. If all things pertaining unto life and
godliness are" GIVEN" unto us by His Divine power, then nothing i~
left to be added by the merit of the creature. This thoug4t casts a
• great glory of free grace on God's way. "That Thy way may be known
upon earth, Thy saving health among all nations." The apostle dwells
on the word given" in the next verse, " whereby are given unto us,"
etc. "Hewouldhavegiventheelivingwater" (Johniv.1O). Mr. Hart
says, " He gives us grace to run the race and then bestows the crown."
Ah, how often do we seem to faint in this heavenly race! Time things
do so come in, as it were, to cast up in.pediments here, and pnll us back
there. We seem to lose so much ground, so very shortly after we
think we have gained a little.
. Then the spirit of prayer is one of these things given. Hymn 12,
Gadsby's, helps us here :H

"And when we are wounded by sin,
And scarcely a prayer can repeat;
The mercy that heals us again,
Is mercy transportingly sweet."

If the hair of poor Samson's head do but grow again (or begin to grow
again) woe to his enemies the Philistines.
Patience is one of the things given. Keeping the faith is well-doing,
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and there is a patient continuance in it. Many things aim to try our
patience, things in us, and things in others; but a Divinely communicated patience will say, "None of these things shall move me from
the hope of the Gospel."
_ The necessity of the "first works" thus given is manifestedrepentance toward God and faith in the justifying righteousness of
Christ and in Christ Himself, God's unspeakable gift-the gift of all
gifts.-Dec. 19th 1892.

=====-

AN AMERICAN CITY AND THE SABBATH.
TB];: Rev. D. Beaton, Edit{)r of The F"ee P"esbyterian Magazine, in a
report of his recent visit to the States and Canada, says:" I will not take upon myself here to deliver an opinion upon Detroit
religiously or otherwise, but simply to say that the Lord's Day is practically a day of pleasure, theatres and picture palaces or cinemas being
open, and the great American game, baseball, openly played. The
traffic officers, one Sabbath while I was there, took the census of motor
cars passing into Belle Isle, one of the pleasure parks of Detroit, and
wunted 10,000 cars, which if put on end would stretch for sixty milcB.
As the centre of the American motor industry, its streets are a terror
to pedestrians. Three or four deaths every week, and about 300
injuries every month, are the casualties ginn in the police returns"Free Presbyterian Magazine for July.

<rr Otnapo nb encl'.
DR. OWEN'S "GLORY OF CHRIST."
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-

Reading Dr. Owen on "The Glory of Christ" this evening, my
mother paused, and read aloud a sentence: "Blessed Jesus! we can
add nothing to Thee, nothing to Thy glory; but it is a joy of heart
unto us that Thou art what Thou art; that Thou art so gloriously
exalted. at the right hand of God; and we do long more fully and
clearly to behold that glory according to Thy prayer and promise."
" Beautiful! " I said; "that would do for a fill-up for the Magazine."
A few minutes after, she picked up the July QUal·terly Record of the
A.P.F.S. to read the account in it of Mrs. Nuss, and there saw: "She
took up a book from a table beside her, and asked me if I knew Dr,
Owen's work on ' The Glory of Christ,' and then she opened the book
and read to me the following prayer, which doubtless expressed the
desire of her own soul." Then follows the very sentence my mother
had just read. So now it comes to you as the heartfelt expression of
two aged pilgrims at this day.
With kindest regards,
Yours very sincerely,
June 23,.d, 1923.
E. C. A.
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llJtoHstant JaeatOn.
REVISION AND PRAYERS FOR THE DEAD.
IT has been asserted that there are no real prayers for the dead in
the revision proposals made by the Committee of the National Assembly.
Now in the Calendar it is suggested that "Commemoration of All
Souls" should be inserted on November 2nd, where the Roman Massbook has" Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed." A special
Collect proposed for this day says, " Be merciful, we beseech thee, to
the souls of thy servants, who have departed from this world in the
confession of Thy Name, that they may be joined to the company
of Thy saints." In the Mass-book, the" Secreta" for the anniversary
of the dead prays for" the souls of Thy servants . . . that Thou wilt
deign to join them to the company of Thy saints ., (tit eas Sanct01'um
tWJrUm ronsortio sociare digneris).
An alternative ending for Evening Prayer in the revision says :"Let us remember before God the faithful departed."
"V. Enter not into judgment with Thy servanta, 0 Lord:
': R. For in Thy sight shall no man living be justified.
" 0 Eternal Lord God, Who holdest all souls in life; we beseech
Thee to shed forth upon Thy whole Church in Paradise and on earth
the bright beams of Thy light and heavenly comfort," etc. A collect
beginning in the same manner is also to be added to those at the end
of the Communion Service.
The source of this is again Romish. The strange perversion of
Psalm cxliii. 2 to apply to the dead though it plainly speaks of the
" living," is in the Roman Exequiarum Ordo, "Enter not into judgment with Thy servant, for in Thy sight shall no man living be justified."
The plea for the shedding of " light" appears to be an " echo" of the
familiar Roman response, "Let light perpetual shine upon them" ;
'as" Who holdest all souls in life," similarly of the invitatory, " Regem,
cui omnia vivunt."
In the Burial Service as well as a new form of cOlllmittal in which
" we commend int~ the hands of Thy mercy the soul" of the deceased,
and pray that" both this our brother and we" may be found acceptable in the Day of Judgment, occur also this versicle and response
from the Roman offices for the dead :"V. Grant him eternal rest.
"R. And let light perpetual shine upon him."
Therefore there are distinct and definite prayers for the dead
in the Committee's suggestions, and indeed very few will deny
this. Apologists for the revision will rather plead that there is nothing
" Romish" in such prayers. That is rather a poor defence for a
practice: simply that it is " not Romish." Moreover, it is hard to
say that prayers which borrow their forms of expression from the
Roman service-books are " not Romish." As the Royal Commission
in 1904-6 said in regard to similar tactics of the Guild of All Souls,
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"It is not our duty to attempt to reconcile disavowals of Roman
doctrine with the use of services and prayers which state that doctrine
in the very terms which the Roman Church itsell employs lor the
purpose 01 setting it lorth" (Report, sec. 278).
In one very important point the suggested prayers lor the dead
out-Romanize Rome. However great her errors may be with regard
to the dead, Rome does not permit any such lolly as praying for the
" Church in Paradise"; for she recognizes that all those who are" in
Paradise" are" with Christ" (Luke xxiii. 43; Phil. i. 23), and holds
that they now enjoy the" Vision of God" (Trent Catechism, part 1,
chap. 6, qu. 6). Those dead for whom alone Rome considers it lawlul
to pray are such 01 the" faithful departed" as have not yet entered
Paradise, and therefore she prays that they may be "conducted to
the fatherland of Paradise, and have, with Lazarus, the erstwhile poor
man, eternal rest. ','
Protestants, however, can make no distinction like this, for they
believe that men are justified belore God" only for the merit of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and not for their own works or deservings" (Article XI.), and therefore hold that all who die" in the Lord,"
pass" from death unto life," being no sooner" absent from the body"
than they are" present with the Lord" (Rev. xiv. 13; 2 Cor. v. 6 .;
John v. 24). Rome, however, teaching that ruen's own good works
"truly merit eternal life" (Council of Trent, seas. 6, can. 32), of
course teaches also that most who die have not sufficient "merit"
to go at once to Paradise, and have to remain in Purgatory until they
are sufficiently purified.
Praying for the dead has no warrant in Holy Scripture. It is sometimes said that the Jews in the time of our Lord prayed for the dead,
and that as He never rebuked them for so doing, the practice must
be taken to have His silent approval; but Dr. Wright has proved
that Jews of our Lord's time (and for centuries later) did not pray
for the dead. Nor, had they done so, could we have argued safely
from the silence of the Saviour; for He never explicitly condemned
polygamy or concubinage, of which it cannot be said He therefore
approved.
Texts torn away from their contexts are sometimes quoted on
behalf of prayers for the dead, for instance, the reference to those
" baptized for the dead" (1 Cor. xv. 29). Be the meaning of this
what it may (and commentators differ widely as to its true import)
it cannot justify the practice of praying for the dead, and that, be it
observed, only for those who have been baptized and have died in
the faith. So, too, 2 Timothy i. 18 cannot avail until it has first been
proved that Onesiphorus was dead when St. Paul wrote of him. The
ingenious argument that we are to pray for" all saints" (Ephes. vi.
18), among whom the faithful dead are numbered, is clearly special
pleading; for 1 Timothy ii. 1 te'ls us to pray and give thanks for" all
men," which can hardly mean that we are to pray and give thanks for
Judas Iscariot, Pilate, and Caiaphas. The honest truth is, then, that

•

The Gospel Magazine

365

there is nothing in the Bible to warrant praying for the dead; and
in default of such proof, appeal is made to the" natural yearnings of
the human heart." Yet this is really a strong argument against the
practice, for the same God Who has made us, and knows us better
than we know ourselves, who loves and pities us more than tongue
can tell, has given us His holy Word as our guide, in which there is
not one commlIcnd to pray for the dead, not one promise to hear such
prayer, not even a single example of it.
This silence is more than mere silence. The Levitical code with
all its elaborate directions about various sorts of sacrifices, has not a
word coneerning sacrifices for the dead, although they were well
known in all heathen religions. David agonized in prayer for his
child while it lived, yet when it died he arose from his humiliation
and worshipped God (2 Sam. xii. 15-23). Job habitually prayed and
sacrificed for his children, lest they had sinned in their convivialities;
but, when in the midst of feasting they all were cut off, he meekly
hlessed the Name of God (Job i. 3, 18-23). Exactly in the same way
does the Prayer Book pray for all the living, but blesses the Holy Name
for all those who have departed this life in the faith and fear of the
Lord.
Our Saviour and His Apostles frequently teach the efficacy of prayer
(Luke xi. 1-13; 1 Tim. ii. 1-3; Jas. i. 5-7; v. 14--18), and the duty
of praying for all men living, even for our enemies (Matt. v. 44); they
often speak of the next world and of the state of the dead (Luke xvi.
19-31; 1 Thess. iv. 13-18). Nowhere do they even distantly refer
to praying for the dead; on the other hand they seem clearly to exelude
it in sueh words as, "I heard a voiee from heaven saying, 'Write,
blessed are the dead whieh die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea,
saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their .
works do follow them" (Rev. xiv. 13).
It is alleged that prayers for the dead were used by the Primitive
Church, and therefore are a "Catholic tradition." Even were this
·true it would not justify us in placing the traditions of men on a level
with the teaching of Holy Scripture, still less in setting aside the Bible
for the sake of such traditions. We know that the Primitive Church
in Jerusalem and Galatia was overrun by Judaisers; in Colosse, Crete,
and Ephesus there were errors which the Gnostics afterwards developed;
in Corinth morals were lax, and there was a danger of complicity with
idolatry, and all this in the very time of the Apostles, who in fact
wrote a large part of the New Testament to reclaim the" primitive
Churches" from errors into which they were falling. The letters to
the Seven Churches of Asia alone should be a standing warning against
blind adhesion to everything that may haye been taught or practised
in the Primitive Church.
. Yet as a matter of fact there is no evidence that the truly Primitive
Church did pray for the dead. No reference to praying for the dead
is found in any of the Christian writers of the first three centuries,
except in Tertullian of Carthage (160--240 A.D.) after he had fallen
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into the Montanistic heresy. Justin Martyr (140) gives a long
description of the Christian worship but never mentions prayers for
the dead. Athenagoras (177) wrote a treatise on the "Resurrection
of the Dead" and never mentions the custom. Irenreus (178) speaks
at length of tbe state of the dead, so does his disciple, Hippolytus
(225), but neither so much as hints at prayer for the departed.
Cyril of Jerusalem, about 347, ·is probably the first clear witness for
the existence of the custom amongst Christians, yet he admits that
even then "many denied" that it was of any avail. Archbishop
Usher in his Answer to a Jesuit's Challenge (chapter 7) has shown that
even down to the year 1170 "this practice wanted not opposition
even then, when in the Papacy it was advanced unto its greatest
height." Not to labour this point too much, reference may be made
to the eminent Roman Catholic liturgiologist, the late Mr. Edmund
Bishop'S Litu1gica Historica, for proof that even in the Romish Missal
the" Memento for the Dead" has only been a fixed feature since the
later Middle Ages. He says that it is not noticed by Amalar, who
wrote a commentary on the Canon of the Mass in 830, and it is similarly
ignored in two tenth century commentaries. He gives a list of sixteen
ancient missals in which it does not occur, and these range in date
from the ninth to the eleventh century (Lit. Hist., pp. 103-115). So
far, therefore, from prayer for the dead being an item of " primitive"
worship, it was not definitely established in the Roman Mass itself
until some time later than the eleventh century.
Now the Church of England at the Reformation, as well as repudiating
Purgatory, cut all prayers for the dead out of her services. In the
Communion Service especiaUy the last four words were inserted into
the title of the prayer for the" whole state of Christ's Church Militant
. here in earth," in 1552, in order to impress on the 'minds of the
people that it no longer contained or implied a prayer for the
dead. A glance at the Manuscript Prayer Book annexed to the Act
:>f 1662, will show that at one stage in the last revision this had
been altered to "the good estate of the Catholic Church of Christ,"
but that this was finally changed back to the old form.
In a letter to the Times (February 2nd, 1923) the Chairman of the
.
Church Association wrote :" With reference to prayers for the departed, it is material to note
that these are only for the' faithful departed,' for whom the Evangelical
believes we have no warrant to pray. Even our opponents concede
that it is vain to pray for those who die without faith. I do not think
that you allow sufficient weight to the great difference between private
prayers for the dead and the introduction of such prayers into the
authorized' services of the Church. Every individual, of course, is
free to pray in accordance with the dictates of his conscience, but if
the Church formally sanctions prayers for the dead, it will impose
upon all Church people the belief that such prayers are useful and
profitable.
"Without entering into whether this will stand' the test of the
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Sixth Article, it is sufficient to say that it will not stand the test of
the authorized Homily on Prayer, which condemus praying for the
dead. The Church would be in an absurd position if, while condemning
prayers for the dead iu an authorized homily, she were to prescribe
such prayers in an authorized alteruative service book."
The exact words of the Homily (see Article XXXV.) are as follows:"Now to entreat of that question whether we ought to pray Jor
them that are departed out of this world or no. Wherein if we will
cleave only unto the Word of God, then must we needs grant that
we have no commandment so to do. . . . And why? Because that
the sentence of God is unchangeable, and cannot be revoked again.
Therefore let us not deceive ourselves thinking that either we may
help other or other may help us by their good and charitable prayer
in time to come. For as the preacher saith, 'when the tree falleth
whether it be toward the south or toward the north in what place
soever the tree falleth there it lieth'; meaning thereby that every
mortal man dieth either in the state of salvation or damnation. . . .
Let these and such other places be sufficient to take away the gross
error of Purgatory out of our heads; neither let us dream any more
that the souls of the dead are anything at all helped by our prayers.
. . . Let us not therefore dream EITHER of Purgatory OR of prayer
for the souls of them that be dead; but let us earnestly and diligently
pray for them· which are expressly commanded in holy Scripture,
namely, for kings and rulers, for ministers of God's Holy Word and
Sacraments, for the saints of this world, otherwise called the faithful,
to be short for all men living, be they never so great enemies to God
and His people, as Jews, Turks, pagans, infidels, heretics, ete."(Homily concerning Prayer, Part iii., paragraphs 9 and 11; pp. 355-357 ;
S.P.C.K.Ed., 1890.)
[N.B.-The above may be obtained from the Church Association,
13 and 14, Buckingham Street, Strand, London, W.C.2, at IOd. per
dozen, or 5s. per l00.-EDITOR.]

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE new Annual Report, with Lists of Subscribers and Pensioners
and a variety of interesting information, has been published, free to
contributors; one shilling each to non-subscribers. Copies of the
Report only, for general distribution, will be sent post free, upon applitation, together with other literature pertaining to the Institution.
Sales of Work are proving most useful; friends at Twickenham,
Cranbrook, Lakenheath, Horley, Camberwell, and Hornsey Rise have
rendered valuable aid, and to them the Committee express their hearty
thanks. Among the openers have been Lady Inskip, Miss Philpot, and
Miss Harrington.
Our Homes' inmates have been cheered by social meetings; they
value these opportunities of Christian fellowship, when friends address
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them upon the theme nearest and dearest to the hearts of travellers
to Zion.
An additional annual expenditure of £500 has arisen through the
advance of all the Seven Guinea pensioners to Ten Guineas per annum.
The total annual expenditure upon the Pensions and the eight Homes
is at the rate of £45 daily.
Collections after Sermons have been made at Acton, St. Albans, and
other places; such help is especially useful. The Committee pray tb'\t
tbe Lord's children in increasing numbers may support the Society,
the sole object of which is the glory of God in the good of His aged
poor.

i1\ellie\lJs anll'
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SALVATION SECURED. By the late Rev. JAMES ORMISTON. Pp. 20.
Price 3d. post free. (Sovereign Grace Union, Tbe Parsonage,
98, Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.5.)
Anything from the pen of our late highly-esteemed friend, the Rev.
James Ormiston, is always well worth reading. This pamphlet very
clearly, helpfully, and scripturally sets forth the great truths of
Redemption by Christ and Union with Christ. Persons who are troubled
in mind as to the extent of the Atonement, as to whether it is limited
t{) the Elect or made for all without exception, would' do well t{) read
this pamphlet. We warmly commend it.
Is THE BIBLE CHURCHMEN'S MISSIONARY SOCIETY GUILTY OF SCHISM 1
By Lt.-Col. SETON CHURCHILL. Pp. 8. Price Id. (Wightman
& Co., Regency Street, Westminster, S.W.I.)
The charge of schism has been brought against the B.C.M.S. by
some Evangelical Bishops. Col. Seton Churchill repudiates this
charge and justifies his action in joining the new society. We are
sorry, however, that he still continues to be a member of the C.M.S.
We respectfully think he ought to come out and be separate from a
society which has refused to take action agl}inst modernism.
BIBLE DIFFICULTIES. By Lt.-Col. SETON CHURCHILL. Pp. 8. Price
Id. (Bible League, 40, Great James Street, Bedford Row, W.C.I.)
Two difficulties are dealt with in this brief pamphlet. These are,
what some have regarded as difficulties, the speech of the serpent to
Eve and the speech of the ass to Balaam. The author fully believes
that the records of the Fall and of Balaam's ass are historical events,
but he endeavours to explain the speech of the serpent by natural
causes. We strongly think that it is unwise to suggest explanations of
this remarkable event which cannot be substantiated and are, after all,
purely imaginary. With regard to Balaam's ass he is convinced that
the words of the Apostle Peter forbid any other than a miraculous
interpretation. "The dumb ass speaking with man's voice forbad the
-madness of the prophet."

