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INDWELLING SIN.
" Thai, which
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born oj the flesh is flesh."-J OHN iii. 6.

THE well-known, beautiful and Scriptural hymn, "Rock of Ages,"
by Toplady, first appeared in the pages of this Magazine in the
year 1776. It was headed, " A living and dying Prayer for the
Holiest Believer in the World." Many in these days might think
that the hymn was mainly suited for the newly-awakened sinner.
No doubt it is suitable for one who has only just been brought to
•
see the plague of his own heart, and his own absolute helplessness
to save himself. Toplady, however, realized that the language of
the hymn was suited to the needs of the well-established believer.
However long he may have been in the narrow way, however
much he may have grown in the knowledge of Divine truth, and
however closely he might be walking with GoD, he would still need
to come to CHRIST, the Rock of Ages, seeking to be cleansed from
the guilt and power of sin. He would still need to acknowledge
that no obedience to the law's demands on his part, no burning
zeal, no tears of repentance-nothing that the believer could do
or feel could atone for his sin. To the very end he must look up
into the face of his REDEEMER and say, "Thou must save, and
Thou alone." Hence he must ever come absolutely empty-handed
to his LORD and SAVIOUR, and say" Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply to Thy cross I cling."
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He must come naked without any righteousness of his own. He
must come acknowledging his absolute helplessness, and looking
to CHRIST alone for grace. He must come at all times realizing
that he is in himself foul and morally unclean and therefore that
he needs the SAVIOUR to wash him in the fountain of His blood.
All through his life here, and even when standing before" the
judgment seat of CHRIST," he will need to say" Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee."
We were stimulated to write this article by reading an address
by the late Dr. Adolph Saphir which appeared in the October, 1924,
issue of the Rev. David Baron's Scattered Nation. Dr. Saphir
said, "We remain poor and needy, guilty and sinful, dependent
entirely and exclusively on the grace of CHRIST. Were we to live
a thousand years after our conversion, at the end of our course we
would say, with as much truth and reality as at the commencement,
" 'Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply to Thy cross I cling.'"
Dr. Saphir was evidently taught of GOD. Many seem to think
that the flesh is gradually improved till at last the believer is ripe
for glory and meet for the inheritance. Scripture teaches, howev,er,
that every believer is already meet /01' the inheritanoe. We are
allowed to give thanks to the FATHER Who" hath made us meet
to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light" (Col. i. 12).
Our meetness for the inheritance is not dependent on any merits
of our own or upon any advance in light or knowledge, or on any
spiritual growth. It is due to the merits of CHRIST, the robe of
His righteousness in which we are clothed. Hence Dr. Saphir
well says of the forgiven sinner, "What more is necessary now?··
Why should he not be glorified in a moment? What hinders him
to be transplanted at once into the realm of blessedness and of
purity? Nothing; he is perfect. Ripe for glory is everyone
who is converted. So was that thief on the cross, although he bad
no days or hours to live upon earth, to bring forth fruit unto GOD.
The whole law of GOD was fulfilled in him. A man who acknowledges his sin, who acknowledges the justice of his condemnation,
who clings, in the lowest depth of guilt and helplessness, with all
the fibres of his soul, unto JESUS CHRIST; who is not ashamed to
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bear the reproach of the Crucified, and to testify for Him when
even Simon Peter and the beloved disciple John were silent; who
bears patiently and meekly all the afflictions and tortures which
He had to endure-he has brought forth all the fruits of the SPIRIT.
" , Against such there is no law.' He is not merely forgiven,
but he is a new creature in CHRIST JESUS, and the law of GOD is
fulfilled in him, for he is no longer in the flesh, but in the SPIRIT.
Thus the apostle says, 'Whom He justifies He glorifies' (Rom. viii.).
He passes over all our life upon earth, and all that we commonly
call sanctification. According to his view, sanctification is already
implied in justification. He sees the sinner, dead and condemned
by the law, called by the power and grace of GOD; brought to
faith in CHRIST, he is justified; the next step is that he is glorified.
, Whom He justifies He glorifies.' But, as a rule, the believer is
not called to glory immediately after his conversion; he is called
to continue in this world of sin and sorrow, and to live on earth
the life of faith and obedience.. It is thus that GOD is glorified,
that the saints are taught by the SPIRIT and grow in grace, that
the Church is built up, and that· through our testimony souls are
brought into the fold of CHRIST.
" And during their earthly life, what is their experience? Forty
years were the children of Israel in the wilderness, a journey which
they might easily have accomplished in eight or nine days; and
thus is the course. of the believer, not in a straight line forward,
but in ever-renewing and enlarging circles, circles which bring
him not upward but downward into the feeling of his utter dependence on CHRIST, and of his utter need of the continual supply of the
grace of GoD.
" There are in this varied experience, times which we would call
iVIarah, that is, bitter, and times which we would call Elim, when,
under the shade of refreshing trees, the LORD renews our strength
and gives unto us a soul-reviving glimpse of His love and tender
mercy. There are times when we are with JESUS CHRIST upon
the height of Tabor, and behold Him in His glory, and feel how good.
it is to be there; and there are times when we are in the valley,
and would call the place Bochim, because our grief is as deep as
that of Jeremiah, when he 'forgat prosperity.' There are times
when it seems as if even the sun in the heavens could not go down,
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although the time of sunset is fully come, but that through the
strength of Joshua, the daylight is continued even into the night.
And there are other times when, like the Apostle Paul, we are
·tossed to and fro upon the waves of the sea; and there is no sun
by day, and at night neither moon nor stars appear. Through
wonderful variety of experiences the believer is led; but all issning
in this-JESUS increases and the believer decreases. And, therefore,
you find that after the four Gospels-the manifestation of GOD in
CHRIST JESUS, and after the book of the Acts-the conversion of
souls and the origin of the Church, t~ere are so many Epistles
necessary for the direction and sustenance of the believer during
this zigzag journey through the wilderness of life."-(The late
Dr. Saphir in the " Scati.ered Nation" for October, 1924.)
This eJ..'tract is somewhat of a digression from our main subject.
Let us now think more fully, even if briefly, on the subject of
indwelling sin.
1. First, \Ce \Could point out that it is one 0/ the doctrines 0/ the
.Bible that sin still dwelleth in the believer.
This is clear from the express statements of the inspired writers
as well as from the history of believers as given in the Scriptures.
Solomon says, "\Vho can say, I have made my heart clean, I am
pure from sin " ~ (Prov. xx. 9). Again he says, "There is not a
just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not" (Eccles.
vii. 20). James says, "In many things we offend all" (James
iii.2). He is speaking of believers. So is the Apostle John when he
says, " If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us" (1 John i. 8). The evil nature of sin still dwelleth
within us, and thoughts, words, and deeds of sin still, more or less,
mark our lives. Each believer, taught by the SPIRIT, will be
rel'..dy sorrowfully to say, " I know that in me (that is, in my flesh)
dwelleth no good thing. With the mind I myself serve the law
of GOD, but with the flesh the law of sin " (Rom. vii. 18, 20, 25).
The recorded eJ..-perience of GOD'S people in all ages agrees with
this solemn truth. Sin and moral blemishes more or less mark
the lives of GoD'S choicest saints. They have daily felt the
need of using the prayer which their DIVINE LoRD has put into
their lips, and to say, "Forgive us our trespasses." The judicious
Hooker wrote, "The best things which we do have somewhat in
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them to be pardoned. How then can we do anything meritorious
or worthy to be rewarded 1 . . . We see how far we are· from the
perfect righteousness of the law; the little fruit which we have
in -holiness, it is, GoD knoweth, corrupt and unsound; we put no
confidence at all in it, we challenge nothing in the world for it,
we dare not call GOD to reckoning as if we had Him in our debtbooks; our continual suit to Him is, and -must be, to bear with
our infirmities and pardon our offences" (qtioted by Dr. Boultbee
in his Comrnentary on the Thirty-nine Articles, p. 82). So the
Ninth Article declares, "This infection of nature doth remain,
yea in them that arerllgenerated," and the Fifteenth Article says,
" But all we the rest, although baptized and born again in CHRIST,
yet offend in many things; and if we say we have no sin we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us."
2. Secondly, we would point out that indwelling. sin characterizes
the believer all through hiS lite.
It is always true that in our flesh, our carnal nature, dwelleth
no good thing. The evil nature within us is always" enmity against
GOD" and is not subject to His law, neither indeed can it be
(Rom. viii. 7). "That which is born of the flesh is flesh," and
continues flesh always. It never improves. The old man which
remains in the believer is always corrupt, evil, and sinful. (See
Ephes. iv. 22.) This accounts for the inward conflict which the
saint of GOD experiences all through his life. The war against
the flesh never ends during the whole course of the believer's life.
The conflict may be stronger and more intense and fierce at one
time than another, but it really never terminates while we are
down here. "The flesh lusteth against the SPIRIT, and the
SPIRIT against the flesh, and these are contrary the one to the other;
so that ye cannot do the things that ye would" (Gal. v. 17). The
antagonism between the flesh and the indwelling SPIRIT of GOD
is constant and unchanging. However long the believer has been
walking with GOD, and however much he has grown and advanced
and become mature in Christian experience, he finds that there
is that within him which is thoroughly corrupt, vile, and opposed
to all that. is good. Sometimes he is amazed at the multiplicity of
evil thoughts which crowd upon him, and at the strength and power
of the evil which is within. It is brought home to him, that if
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the keeping power of GOD were withdrawn, there is no sin of which
he might not be guilty. The evil. nature within him is capable,
if left to itself, of committing the vilest sins: Wherever the believer
,goes he carries about with him this evil nature. In whatever land
he dwells temptations arising from indwelling sinfulness attack
him. An earnest worker in the LORD'S vineyard in a distant land
wrote, "The temptations to petty backbiting, gossip, bad temper,
irritability, ,unsociableness, envy, laziness, apathy, harshness,
carelessness; and to bitter criticism of others are very great."
~' GoD'S people, as they grow older, say with one accord, 'We' feel
ourselves to become worse and worse; we know more of ,the evils
of our own wretched hearts than when we first began.' Speaking
for myself, I had no idea I was so utterly and horribly wicked as
subsequent discoveries have shown me to be." " You and I make
daily'discoveries of our own corruptions, and the evils of our own
hearts. We are startled and staggered thereby, but, given by the
FATHER to the SON, the LORD JESUS CHRIST knew us 'before He
came to suffer and to save." (Sermons by John E. Hazelton, pp,
47, 189.)
3. Thirdly, we would point out that only by the indwelling presence
and power of the HOLY GHOST can we be measurably victorious liVer
the flesh.
Blessed be GOD, over against the power of the flesh is the almighty
power of the HOLY GHOST. He dwelleth in the hearts of all GOD'S
people. "Ye ate the temple of GOD," said the apostle, when
writing to the saints at Corinth, " and the SPIRIT of GOD dwelleth
in you" (1 Cor. iii. 16). By the aid and power of the SPIRIT the
believer is enabled to resist the temptations of the flesh. The
apostle says, "Walk in the SPIRIT and ye shall not fulfil the lusts
of the flesh" (Gal. v. 16). By walking in daily dependence on the
strength of the SPIRIT we are enabled to subdue the uprisings of
sin and to resist the temptations which proceed from our corrupt
natures. It is through the SPIRIT that we mortify the deeds of
the body; (See Rom. viii. 13.) In view then of the temptations
which spring from within, apart from those which come from
without, what need there is for daily watchfulness and prayer!
Oh, how easily we may fall! How helpless we are in ourselves!
How prone to wander! Only Divine power can keep us.
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What a mercy, too, that the fountain of CHRIST'S blood is ever
flowing to cleanse us from our many sins! How important, also,
to remember that our consciousness of sin becomes deepened the
more we walk in the light! "GOD is light, and in Him is no darkness at all. . . . If we walk in the light, as He is in the light,
we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of JESUS
CHRIST, His SON, cleanseth us from all sin" (1 John i. 5, 7).
Thus it is they who are walking in the light and in fellowship
with GOD who are continually needing fresh cleansing. The more
they walk in the light the more is the depth of their sinfulness
revealed to them, and the many sins and transgressions of which
they are guilty. Thank GOD, however, the blood of GOD'S SON
cleanseth us from all sin, and therefore none can lay anything
to the charge of GOD'S elect.
To the end of the chapter, then, we are poor, hell-deserving
sinners. To the end of the chapter we have no ground of boasting.
To the end of the chapter we need to say"Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee."
Oh, how humble we ought to be when we remember that in us,
that is, in our flesh, dwelleth no good thing!
THE EDITOR.
(Thomas Houghton.) "
Whitington Vioorage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

I ADORE the fulness of Scripture, which shows me at once the Creator
and the creatures. But in the Gospel I find still further, the Word,
Who is the minister and mediator of the Supreme Governor. But that
all things were made out of any subject-matter, I have nowhere yet
been able to read. Let the shop of Hermogenes teach us where this
is written, or fear that woe which is destined for those who add to or
diminish from the Scripture.-Tertullian.
- How can it be other than absurd to refuse to trust others in the
matter of money, and to count and reckon"it ourselves, and yet in far
more important matters to follow simply other men's opinions;
especially when we have, in the sentence of the Divine laws, the most
exact balance, and standard, and" rule of all things ~ Therefore, I
beseech and implore you to leave asking what this man or the other
thinks, and to seek the resolntion of all these inquiries from the Scrip- .
"tures.-Chrysostom. .
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" VALIANT FOR THE TRUTH."
" Shadrrwh, 'Meshrwh, and Abed-'fl£go answered and said to the king,
o N ebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this
mnlter. If it be so, our God Whom we serve io8 able to deliver u.s
from the burning fiery furnrwe, and He toil! delive1' u.s 0'Ut of
thine hand, 0 king. Bm if 1Wt, be it known unto thee, 0 king,
th{]/, we toil! not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image
which thou hast set Up."-DANIEL iii. 16-18.

THE events of this chapter took place in the reign of Nebuchadnezzar,
king of Babylon. He was an absolute monarch. He exercised
autocratic power over his subjects. "All people, nations, and
:languages, trembled and feared before him-whom he would he
slew; and whom he would he kept alive; and whom he would he
set up; and whom he would he put down" (chap. v. 19). No
parliament limited his power. He ruled according to his own will.
It was this autocratic and powerful monarch who made an
image of gold about 90 feet high and 9 feet broad, and set it up in
the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon. Then' he gathered
together all the great men of his kingdom that they might be present
at the dedication of the image. Then to the assembled multitude
a herald announced that as soon as they heard the sound of various
musical instruments they were to fall down and worship the golden
image, "and whoso falleth not down and worshippeth shall the
same hour be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace." The
response to this proclamation was almost unanimous. There
were three men-Jews-however, who had the courage to disobey
this command to engage in idolatrous worship. The disobedience
of these three men was at once observed, and they were reported
to the king. Furious at learning that any of his subjects should
dare to disobey his command; he ordered them to be brought
before him. He then asked them if the charge of disobedience
were true, and he gave them another opportunity of falling down
and worshipping his golden image. But he threatened that if
• they again refused they would immediately be cast into the midst
of the burning fiery furnace, and he asked defiantly, " Who is that
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God that shall deliver you out of my hands?" The answer of
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego is given in the verses placed
at the head of these Wayside Notes. That answer indicates that
they were men who were" valiant for the truth." Let us humbly
and prayerfully consider the noble answer of these three valiant
men, and let us pray that we may be as faithful as they were if
placed in circumstances of a simila,r character.
1. First, notice that it was the answer of real servants of .the true
God.
Many may be valiant for truth when there is no danger to their
lives, or to their possessions, but only real servants of God will
stand firm when they are confronted with the alternative of turn
or burn, worship the golden image or be cast into the burning
fiery furnace. These three men could say, "Our God Whom we
serve." J ehovah, the God of Israel, was their Covenant God.
He it was Whom they regularly worshipped and served. He only
was the Object of their worship. God had put His fear into their
hearts. They had the new heart and the new spirit of which
Ezekiel speaks. They were men who were born of the Holy
Ghost, and were doubtless trusting in the long-promised Messiah
and Saviour. Their enemies bore testimony to their fidelity.
" These men, 0 king, have not regarded thee: they serve not t1iy
gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up" (v. 12).
The king himself was compelled to regard them as "servants of
the most high God," and as " His servants that trusted in Him "
(verses 26, 28). They were men of faith, men who had experienced
the regenerating work of the Holy Ghost, and who were bringing
forth the fruit of a faith which was Divine in its origin. No mere
professors could stand the test which they stood. Only genuine
servants of God will face death rather than be guilty of idolatry,
though some real believers may, like Peter, be guilty of failure
when they are face to face with real peril. Only by Divine enabling
can we dare to stand alone when the crowd walk in the easier and
more comfortable path of compromise.
2. Secondly, notice that it was an 'unhesitating answer which these
men gave.
They said, "We are not careful to answer thee in this matter."
The Revised Version suggests, "We have no need to answer thee
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in this matter." They had already by their action given the only
answer which their consciences would allow. There was no need
for any further consideration. There was no need carefully to
weigh up the pros and cons. God had said, " Thou shalt not make
unto thee any graven image. . . . Thou shalt not bow down
thyself to them, nor serve them" (Exod. xx. 4, 5). To fall down
and worship the golden image was to go directly contrary to a
Divine command. It was to be guilty of the sin of idolatry. There
was therefore no choice in the matter. There was no need for
careful coi:Lsideration. The thing was plainly wrong and sinful.
If they obeyed the king they would be disobeying the King of
kings. Hence their answer was an unhesitating refusal, doubtless
given courteously, to fall down and worship the golden image.
What an example these men are to God's people to-day! At
present we are not confronted with persecution issuing in burning
and death, but in many ways we' are tempted to follow a multitude
to do evil. If you are in Rome you must do as Rome does is the
accepted doctrine in many quarters. Many of the ceremonies and
postures of Sacerdotalism are copied and followed by many,
merely because they are afraid to be singular and afraid to stand
alone. On the same principle many really worldly pleasures 'are
indulged in, because it would be considered bad taste and bad
form not to conform with the ways of others. The Lord's true
people need to remember that God has separated them from the
world and that as His people they are not to be conformed to the
world. Unhesitating firmness in walking in holy separation
from all evil customs, ceremonies, and pleasures shonld characterize
God's people.
3. Thirdly, the answer of these valiant men was a1' anSlcer of faith.
It was by faith that these men" quenched the violence of fire"
(Heb. xi, 33, 34). They had faith in God's power. They said,
" Our God Whom we serve is able to deliver us." They believed in
the ability and the omnipotence of the living and true God. The
king had defiantly said, " Who is that God that shall deliver you
out of my hands ~" These men replied, Our God is able to do so ;
nothing is too hard for Him. Doubtless these men had read
history. They were versed in the inspired history of the Scriptures.
They knew that their God had such power that He made the
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heavens and the earth, the sea and all things that are therein.
Their God had such power that He had overwhelmed the world
of the ungodly with a flood and saved Noah and his family in the
ark. Their God had such power that He had destroyed the cities
of the plain and delivered just Lot from death. Their God had such
power that He had saved Israel out of the hand of the Egyptians,
while He caused their enemies to sink as lead in the mighty waters.
Our God, 0 king, is able to deliver us. There can be no question
as to that. If it pleases Him He can prevent thee from carrying
out thy designs, or He can even prevent the flames of thy burning
fiery furnace from singeing even a hair of our heads. Oh, dear
friends, who read these Wayside Notes, do you believe in God the
Father Almighty 1 Let us seek His grace that we may have more
faith in His power. There is really nothing impossible with Him.
He has unlimited power to restrain the designs of men, to defeat
their plans, to overcome difficulties and to supply all needs. May
we have more faith in the living God, Who giveth us richly all
things to enjoy.
These men also had faith in the Divine purpose. They said,
" He will deliver us out of thine hand, 0 king." It may be that
they were inspired with a promise of deliverance, and they fully
believed that the things which are impossible with men are possible
with God. Hence they believed that God could quench even the
violence of fire. We may be sure that God will certainly carry
out all His revealed purposes in regard to His people. Whatever
He hath promised He is able also to perform. But these valiant
men went on to say, " If not, be it known unto thee, 0 king, that
we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which
thou hast set up." Even if our God thinks not good to deliver us,
we shall still, by His enabling grace, stand firm. Under no circumstances can we commit the sin which would be involved in worshipping this golden image. We do not court death. The burning
fiery furnace is an awful prospect, but rather than turn idolaters
we will burn as worshippers of the only living and true God.
Here is indeed the martyr spirit. God has not always delivered
His faithful servants from the fire. We know from the history
of our nation, how in the reign of Queen Mary, nearly 300 men,
women, and children, including amongst their number Cranmer,
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Ridley, and Latimer, were willing to be burnt at the stake rather
than countenance the idolatry of the Mass. By faith in God they
were enabled to stand firm, and the Lord wonderfully sustained
-them. So the Lord can sustain His faithful people to-day. They
may not have to suffer death for their loyalty to truth, but some
measure of suffering is sure to be their portion, and the God Who
supported and stood by the saints of old can support and sustain
His truly faithful ones now.
4. Fourthly, the answer of these men was an answer of wurage.
Some in these days would suggest that the stand which these
men made was an evidence of ingratitude to the king. At Daniel's
request the king had promoted them over the affairs of the province
of Babylon (Dan. ii. 49). These men might have reasoned, How
can we refuse to carry out the king's command in view of all that
he has done for us ~ We owe our positions to him. Through his
kindness we have been exalted and are enjoying good stipends.
Gratitude therefore demands at least outward compliance with
the king's wish.
lA Another line of reasoning might have been the disloyalty of
refusing obedience. The king owed his power and authority to
God. The powers that be are ordained of God. Is it not our
duty as good citizens to acquiesce in the king's desire ~ Or they
might have thought of the inexpediency of resisting the king's
command. If we obey we shall save our lives. We shall still
occupy our exalted positions and we cau use our influence all the
more helpfully for the benefit of our own nation. Moreover, our
wives and families will have to suffer if we are burned to death.
We need not actually worship the image. We can just bow down
outwardly, and while doing so worship the true God in our hearts.
By that means we shall save our lives, benefit our families, and
still exercise an influence for good in regard to our captive nation.
We know not whether such reasonings passed through the minds
of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, but if they did, they gave
them no quarter. With the courage with which God endowed
them they brushed aside all such temptations and boldly and uncompromisingly refused to disobey the higher command of God.
The grand and noble answer of these valiant men was Divinely
honoured.
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God honoured them with His presence. " Did not we cast three
men bound into the midst of the fire ~ "
"True, 0 king."
." Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and
they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of
God." The Angel of the Covenant was with them in the furnace.
The Lord honoured them with His protection.
"And the princes, govern9rs, and captains, and the king's
counsellors, being gathered together, saw these men, upon whose
bodies the fire had no power, nor was an hair of their head singed,
neither were their coats changed, TlOT the S1neU of fire had passed on the1n."
The Lord honoured them with prosperity.
" Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego,
in the province of Babylon" (Dan. iii. 24, 25, 27, 30).
The Lord had said, "Them that honour Me I will honour"
(1 Sam. ii. 30), and He was true to His word.
Fidelity to God and His truth always brings a measure of suffering. Compromise often means worldly promotion and worldly
prosperity, but God honours, encourages, and cheers, and even
prospers His faithful servants. Here in England faithfulness has
not brought with it for many years really keen suffering, but as
Modernism and Anglo-Catholicism gain the upper hand, those who
remain steadfast will probably be confronted with trials not dreamt
of in years gone by. We need therefore to pray for grace that we
may be ready to endure hardness as good soldiers of Jesus Christ.
THE EDITOR.

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Fern}, Kinq's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton.)

more diligently the Gospel given us by the apostles, and
read more diligently the prophets, and ye will find that all that the
Lord did and suffered and taught is preached in them.-IrenW'tts.
WHETHER the subject be Christ, or His Church, or anything else
appertaining to our faith and life, if (1 do not say" we," who are no wise
comparable to Him who said" though we," but even what He there
immediately subjoins, if) an angel from heaven preach to you anything
besides what you have received in the Scriptures of the law and the
Gospel, let him be accursed.-Augustine.
READ
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WELLSPRINGS.

" And almost all th-ings lue by the law purged with blood; and without
shedding of blood is no remission."-HEB. ix. 22.
As the days go by, the child of God is solemnly and increasingly
confronted with that solemn truth: "For the mystery of iniquity
dQth already work." Many of those who ought to be our teachers
are now drawn into the snare of Modernism and falling into the awful
sin of belittling the atonement, and putting aside the vicarious sacrifice
of the Lord Jesus Christ for the sins of His elect Church.
Only recently the writer has heard of two so-called Evangelica.l
Church of England clergymen one of whom remarked: "We've no
time to preach the atonement," whilst the other said: "You make
too much of the Blood."
Oh, beloved reader, you and I feel we cannot speak enough of it ;
we need its cleansing power day by day and we are humbled at the
very thought of what it cost Jesus, the spotless Lamb of God, to die
for the sins of His people.. Scripture enforces the truth and necessity
of the shed blood throughout its holy pages. We find it as early
as in Eden, which, until Adam fell by transgression, was sinless aud
deathless. But when he forfeited his Maker's favour and was exiled,
and driven forth, mercy, all so undeserved, is even then shown him.
Adam and Eve had hidden themselves behind the trees at the garden.
They had lost communion with God. They knew that they were
naked, and they were ashamed. But the Lord God clothed them in
" coats of skins." Thus was the first sacrifice, the first death, and
in consequence of sin animals had been slain to clothe our first parents'
nakedness.
And then we think of the first offering to God by sacrifice, and how
Abe!'s was accepted and Cain's rejected. "By faith Abel offered
unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained
witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts, and by
it, he being dead yet speaketh." Abel had been taught, doubtless,
by his parents, that "without shedding of blood is no remission"
of sin.
It is taught us again in that wonderful chapter, Exodus xii. The
Passover instituted; the sprinkling of the lintels and door posts of
the Israelites' dwellings, and they to take cover under the blood
whilst the destroying Angel passed through the land. Oh, children
of God, have you thought, when under deep pressure and sorrow
for sin; when you may have felt hanging over the very pit of hell,
and fearing there could be no mercy for you, that it was" at midnight"
that the Lord passed through the land, smiting all the first-born of
Egypt, but passing over the houses of the Israelites. At midnight,
and yet God could see the blood. "The darkness and light are both
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alike to Him." And He can see into the very recesses of the heart of
His contrite ones, who, burdened and bowed with sin as they may
well be, and walking in darkness, are pleading only and hoping in the
precious blood of Jesus, without which they know full well there
is " no remission." And then we find the type of the blood shed for
sin, which Moses was enjoined to take of the slain animals and put
in basins; and half of which he sprinkled upon the altar; and rea~
the book of the Covenant in the audience of the people, and then
sprinkled the congregation also, saying: "Behold the blood of the
Covenant, which the Lord hath made with you, concerning all these
words."

Then we see it again in the types of the tabernacle; the slaying
of the innumerable animals; the altar of sacrifice which must first
be approached before there could be any passing on and into the
tabernacle; the very coverings and hangings of which had the scarlet
to speak of the blood. The" scarlet line " in Rahab's house betokened
her and her family's salvation. And we might multiply lessons from
the precious Word of God showing how the blood speaks throughout,
and the sin-condemned and sin-convinced penitent is taught that
" without shedding of blood is no remission of sins." How gracious
therefore and what hope it enkindles in the heart of the contrite
sinner to hear the gracious and merciful invitation of his God':
"Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord; though
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they
be red like crimson, they shall be as wool" (Isa. i. 18). Double-dyed
sins can all be blotted out by the precious blood and seen no more.
Perfect remission! Perfect redemption!
And then we cannot but refer to the institution of the Lord's supper
by Jesus Himself, Who gathered the little band of His disciples round
Him and" took the bread and gave thanks and brake it, and gave
unto them, saying, This is My body which is given for you; this do
in remembrance of Me. Likewise the cup after supper, saying, This
cup is the new testament in My blood which is shed for you." Thus
He taught them how without the shedding of His most precious
blood there was no remission of their sins. And all this brings us to
the great Propitiation, "the blood-stained mercy-seat" of which we
sing with Hugh Stowell:
" A place than all beside more sweet,
It is the blood· stained mercy-seat."
There is no hope otherwise. There is no refuge for the fleeing
sinner but here. It is God's one appointed means whereby a sinner
is brought nigh to Him. "For all have sinned and come short of
the glory of God; being 'justified freely by His grace, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be
a propitiation through faith in His blood, to declare His righteousness
for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of
God," writes the Apostle Paul in Rom. iii. 23-26. Those were the words
23
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used of God to set clear William Cowper free after long agony of soul
and deep despair. Gracious, living faith laid claim to the precious blood
of Calvary's Lamb as the only atonement for his sins-the only hope
of his salvation. Let us place the Old Testament statement and that
of the New Testament together, dear readers, and see how both books
agree. If we turn to Lev. xvii. 11, we read: "For the life of the
flesh is in the blood; and I have given it to you upon the altar to
make an atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that maketh
an atonement for the soul." Atonement, and that alone by blood.
The sinner can approach his God in no other way than pleading
his precious Redeemer's blood; God accepts no othcr way. Peace
alone through the cross; reconciliation only thereby; God and the
sin-forgiven child at one. Reconciled; received, pardoned, and
forgiven. And this is the teaching of our New Testament text.
"Without shedding of blood is no remission."
Remission means abatement; removal; given over to another.
And we know how sin was remitted, taken over by Him 'Who was
" made sin for us, Who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him." The sins aggregate of the whole Elect
Church laid upon Jesus, and He became the willing Surety and SinBearer! There is no hope otherwise; no way of escape from the penalty
due unto sin which is eternal death, but by the precious blood. It
is here that the sinner and his Saviour meet. It is the wondrous
place of exchange, "the Just for the unjust." The only Hiding
Place is Calvary; the only plea for pardon, and the only ground of
hope and rejoicing in the pardoned sinner is " Jesus' blood and righteousness. "
Every prayer, every desire, unuttered or cxpressed'; every word
that finds acceptance at the Father's Throne goes thmugh that
precious blood. The only plea which will avail must pass that way.
The only teaching and preaching effectual of God, and owned and
blessed by Him, will have been in and through the precious blood of
His well-beloved Son.
Christmas Evans, that famous, if peculiar, itinerant Welsh pastor,
was heard saying on his death-bed, "I've always carried blood in
the basin," referring, as we have previously, to Exod. xxiv., and we
know how richly blessed his ministry was. I have read recently of
an aged saint on ·his death-bed who dwelt so much upon the precious
blood of Christ that it was remarked how marvellously he was preserved
from the assaults of Satan. The dying saint replied: "He can't
stand before the blood, he must go on his journey elsewhere." Oh,
dear reader, let us seek more grace to enter more deeply, as the days
go by and the darkness of apostasy intensifies, into God's unchanging
truth that there is "none other Name under heaven," and none
other way, whereby we can be saved. Let us seek to dwell more
llpon the precious blood and its remitting efficacy. For:
" Well He remembers Calvary,
N or lets His saints forget 1"

,

The Gospel Magazine

339

It will humble us. It will teach us what we' owe to our adorable
Saviour and Redeemer when He wrought on Calvary for those who
have "nothing to pay."
11

Thy scourging deep-Thy thorny crown-

'rhy wounded flesh-Thy Father's frown'Thy prostrate form o'erwbelm'd with woe,

Shall teach me well how much I owe."
" Oh, never ma.y my soul forget

The love that paid her heavy debt;
She cannot, if her dwelling be
Near Calvary and Gethsemane."
Jesus has" once" and" by one offering" appeared to " put away
sin by the sacrifice of Himself." To" put away" is to abrogate;
repeal·by authority, to seal up as in a bag our sins and cast them
behind Him as cancelled. He" blots out the black handw,.iting with the
TOO lines of His blood drawn aveT it," says the gifted Trapp in his
commentary.
There is a lovely story of grace told by a godly clergyman who was
"coming along one of the worst streets of a wicked city at about
2 a.m. when he was suddenly accosted by a woman who asked, ' Are
you an English Church clergyman, sir ~ , and receiving an affirmative
answer she quickly pleaded, ' For the love of the Saviour, come with
me; there is a woman dying here without God.''' The clergyman
knew it was one of the worst and most infamous districts in the city,
but the woman was so urgent in her entreaties that he accompanied
her, until they reached a squalid, miserable dwelling and found a
poor ragged creature on a \vretched straw pallett, and in filthy surroundings. When he had got used to the glimmer of light he saw
" the wasted form of a woman about sixty years of age, her clothes
flecked with blood and her slender face showing him that she was slowly
bleeding to death from her lungs. Her surroundings were women,
who like herself were sinners, yet vied with each other in kindness
to their sister in her suffering.
"The poor woman looked eagerly at me and, half raising herself,
clutched my hand and gasped out, ' The Blood! The Blood!' They
said she had raved like that for some days. It was no Taving, however.
At first I thought she referred to her bleeding body, but again she said,
, The Blood! His Blood!' I saw now what she meant, and whispered
to her, ' Do you want the Blood of Christ ~' 'Yes, yes, if it cleanses.'
, The Blood of Jesus Christ cleanses from all sin,' I answered. 'That's
what I have wanted these forty years,' she cried. On inquiry I found
she had been an Irish Roman Catholic, and that when she was twenty
she was walking the streets of Dublin. Passing St. Andrew's Church,
she peeped in one night, and heard the clergyman give out the words,
, The Blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin.' She
left the porch, but through all her forty years of sinful life, she
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remembered a fragment of the words and now they haunted her. I
opened my Bible and read her the passage, and spoke to her of the
woman who had been a sinner and of Him Who had not rejected
her, and again whispered in her ear the words she loved to linger
upon. 'From all sin,' she said once more, and clasping her hands
together she died."*
Oh! let us prize increasingly the precious, the intrinsically precious
blood of Christ, and view our " Great High Priest-.
• • • . "Stooplng,
'Vitb our names upon His brea.st;
In the garden, groaning, droopiug,

.,

To the ground with horrors press'd :
Wondering angels stood confounded
To behold their Maker thus;
And can we remain unwounded,
When we know 'twas: all for us? "

I1iay tears of godly contrition fall as we mourn as well we may
our daily defilements and backslidings of heart, and ·let us think of
Him in the glory where He is viewed as " A Lamb as it had been
slain"; for throughout the countless ages, the soug amongst th~
redeemed throng will be: "Thou art worthy to take the book and to
open the seals thereof; for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us
to God by Thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people;
and nation; and hast made us unto our God kings and priests."
Children of God! If you are seeking the enjoyment of peace and
communion of soul, you must be much at the mercy-seat. There
you will plead the all-efficacious and all-prevailing blood. There you
will prove how God even your Father will fulfil His Own word of promise,
" There will I meet with thee and I will bless thee." It is there you
will gain strength and help according to your need. There you will
receive the forgiveness of your sins. There you will " obtain promises"
and prove how faith is enlarged, hope strengthened, and love renewed,
aud your burden removed or lightened. It is the place of worship
likewise. The dear readers doubtless remember how the beloved
James Ormiston used to tell of oue of his hearers at St. David's,
Holloway, who in reply to a friend's inquiry who met him after a lapse
of years, as to where he worshipped, answered, "The same place where
I have worshipped these forty years." The aged saint intended to
imply that the mercy-seat was his place of worship.
May you and I, dear reader, pass through all hindrances, approach
the mercy-seat continually, always pleading the need and efficacy of
the precIOus blood. Yea," let us draw near ,,,ith a true heart in
full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water," and then we shall
be sent on our way rejoicing-cleansed, pardoned, reconciled.

R.
• Extracted from

to

A Mes6&ge from God."
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Sermonll anll N OUll of Sermonll.
"AARON THE SAINT OF THE LORD."

,A- SERMON PREAOHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON, ON ;
APRIL 17TH, 1904.
"And Moses did as the Lm-d commanded: and they went up into
Mount Hor, in the sight of all the congregation. And Moses st'ripped
Aa'ron of his garments, and put them upon Eleazar his son,. and
Aaron die<l there in the top of the ?Iwunl: and Moses and Eleazar
came down from the mount. And when all the congregation saw
that Aaron ~oa.s drod, they 1Jloumed f01' Aa7'On thirty days, even
all the house of Israel."-NuMBERS xx. 27-29.

THERE arises in one's mind in connection with these very striking
incidents connected with the death of Aaron, those words of the
Psalmist: "Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His
saints." That being so we are justified in concluding that the death
of Aaron was precious in the sight of the Lord. The departure of
every true saint of God is an incident of no small moment to the
Church of God, nor is it an incident in which the Church triumphant
yonder in the Glory is uninterested, for what the Church of God on
earth loses the Church in Glory gains. So it was in the case of Aaron ;
the Church of God on earth lost an eminent servant of God, the
Church of God in the Glory yonder received an accession in the person
of that redeemed man Aaron, the servant of God. How .exceptional
the circumstances of his departure! He died not in the ordinary
course of things, his death was extraordinary-not qnite standing
Ij.lone because the death of his brother Moses was very similar.
In the beginning 'of this chapter, the 20th of Numbers, we have
recorded the death of Miriam, the sister of Moses and Aaron, at the
close of this chapter the death of Aaron. In the same year later we
have recorded in the last chapter of the Book of Deuteronomy the
death of Moses. They all died in the last year of the wanderings
of the Children of Israel. They had all together seen the wonderful
works which God had wrought for Ris servants, the Children of Israel,
the seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; but none of the three, Aaron
who was the eldest, Moses, or Miriam, entered. the Land of Promise;
all died in the wilderness almost within sight of the Land, the good
Land flowing with milk and honey as God had afore said, but they
set not foot upon its soil. It is possible that this 1rlount Ror-it
is supposed located in later years-may have commanded a sight
of the Land in the distance, but not such a view of it as Moses presently
had from the height of Pisgah. God ordained the incidents and surroundings of the death of Aaron. As I have said, it was a precious
event in the sight of God, and Re ordered it all very lovingly-very
lovingly-although it was a solemn event because, as I have noticed,
in the first place Aaron did not die from natural causes, AarOll did
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not die a natural death; he did not die of disease, he did not die of
violence, he died apparently-as his brother Moses presently .diedin the full enjoyment of his faculties; we read nothing to the contrary.
God appoints the incidents of the death of His saints whether it shall
be by this means or by that or by some other. You need not, children
of God, be over-anxious about the surroundings of your Home-going.
As children of God all the incidents conn.ected with your Home-taking
are in God's book arranged already. All will come to pass according
to His good pleasure Who ordaineth all things after the counsel of
His Own will. All will be then Divinely arranged, all will be lovingly
and wisely arranged-nothing will be left to chance. Leave, leave,
leave all your issues of life and death as redeemed oncs, children of
God by faith in Christ Jesus, in your Saviour's hands. All, as I have
said, has been taken in hand by Him. He knows how to conduct
His people through the valley of the shadow of death. He knows
how to strengthen their hearts and to assure them that though flesh
and blood be failing the Rock of Ages abides unmoved and their
safety is in the Rock ~ their safe place, their hiding-place is in Christ
crucified and glorified. So the Lord arranged the departure of Aaron,
not employing natural causes, but taking the life immediately Himself,
talcing the life immediately, without any second means, Himself.
What a blessed cnd!
But we notice further that the death of Aaron was disciplinary
in its character. I have hesitated whether to use the word" judicial"
or not. I have used that term frequently in public when speaking
of the death of Aaron and likewise of Moses, but I think it might
be more accurate to say that the deaths of these two dear saints of
God were rather a matt<lr of discipline than of judgment. I do not
forget that they lived in Old Testament times; nor do I overlook
the fact that they were living under the Law, but I bear in mind also
that they were men who filled distinctive offices in the Church of
that day. Aaron was the High Priest, superior to the whole of the
Priesthood besides, and Moses was the leader and commander of
God's people in the wilderness. The Holy Ghost tells us in one place
that Moses was a king in Jeshurun-a king. It was he who used to
speak to the people in the name of God; he was the mediator for
that dispensation between God and men. It was Moses who went
up into the mount, Mount Sinai, to receive the revelation God
willed to make to His people Israel; Moses was the mediator. God
gave to Moses the two tables of stone written in His Own Divine
handwriting, and Moses brought them down from the Hand and
Presence of God to deliver them to Israel. That constituted him a
mediator, and in that sense he was to some extent a type of Christ;
in these last days we echo-and with delight echo-the statement
of the Holy Ghost that "there is One Mediator between God and
nien, the Man Christ Jesus." We need no other mediators, fellowsinners, we need no angelic mediators, we need no priestly mediators
on earth; we have an all-sufficient Mediator between God and our
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souls-Jesus, Jesus, Jesus. I say theu of Aaron's death .that it was
disciplinary iu its character. It had a public aspect, it had a distinctly
public aspect. God was teaching,the whole nation .at this time through
the instrumentality of the death of Aaron. I daresay you observed
well· when I read out the text how the congregation was implicated
in this incident: the 27th verse: "And Moses did as the Lord
commanded; and they went up into Mount Hor, in the sight of all the
congregation." It was a public event. Aaron was about to die a
death that had a (Iistinct bearing upon the whole nation, the twelve
tribes. And then in the 29th verse: "When all the congregation
saw- that Aaron was dead, they mourned thirty days, even all the
house of Israel." They were witnesses, to a certain extent, they
were witnesses of the event. They saw Moses and Aaron and Eleazat
go up into the Mount and they saw that only Moses and .Eleazar
returned from the' Mount. Why was the Lord dealing with His loved
servant thus? We are told distinctly in the context. When God
revealed Himself to Moses about the death of his' brother the Lord
said: "Aaron shall be gathered unto his people, for he shall not enter
into the Land which I have given unto the children of Israel becausebecause-ye (that is, both Moses and Aaron) rebelled against My
Word at the water of Meribah." We were dwelling on that sin of
Moses and Aaron this morning, and therefore I shall not do more than
refer to it in a passing way. God willed to make an example of
Moses and Aaron to the whole nation as a warning for all time to come.
These things are written for our learning on whom the ends of the world
have come, to show that God, Israel's God, is holy, that He is jealous
of His Own honour and especially of His Own Word. You see the
charge brought against Moses and Aaron in the 24th verse is this
specific one: "Ye rebelled against My Word." God has magnified
His Word above all His Name, and those who sin against the Word
are the ehief sinners. Let me lovingly warn you all, especially the
young among my hearers. Handle the Word of God reverently;
tremble at God's Word. His Word is holy above other holy things,
and He is more jealous of His Word than of aught besides, because
it is the declaration of His mind, it is the revelation of His counsels,
and no unclean hand may be laid upon these holy record~. "Because
ye sinned and rebelled against My Word at the water of Meribah."
So the Lord will impress upon the nation, and impress upon His
people in all after ages, the great importance of obedience to the
Word of God. Aaron went up to die. He went up conscious. He
knew what awaited him at the top of l\iount. Hor, but he went up.
He went up with the holy fear of God possessing his heart and his
mind.
(To be concluded.)
THE Scriptures are sufficient for every purpose of instruction or
education in the truth.-Athanasius.
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SERMONETTES FOR STAY-AT-HOME SUNDAYS.
THE HOLY CATHOLIC CHURCH.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.

THE Apostles' Creed is so-called, not because it was compiled by the
Apostles, but because it contains· a summary of the doctrine of the
Apostles, and of the historic truths which they proclaimed, gathered
from the Holy Scriptures. It was accepted by the early Church and
was originally a baptismal confession ·of faith. One of the articles
of the Apostles' Creed is: "I believe in the Holy Catholic Church."
The word" Catholic" means universal. Strangely enough, it is now
often used in a restricted sense, but according to its. derivation and
original usage, it simply meant universal. The Church of Dhrist is
Catholic, or universal, as is evident from the words of Paul (1 Cor. i. 2) :
"Unto the Church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are
sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every
place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both their's and
our's" and from the words of Christ Himself, when" certain Greeks"
desired to Bee Him: "I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw
all men unto Me," that is, men of all nations, "all men" without
distinction (John xii. 32). The Church of Christ is "the Communion
of Saints," the whole body of Christians or saints. There is very
high authority for thinking that the words of the Creed, " the Communion of Saints," were intended to be an explanation of the former" the Holy Catholic Church (viz.), the Co=union of Saints," and
not as commonly read as if these were two distinct articles.
The Church of Christ is "holy." The word" holy" in the Scriptures
means separated by God and for God. The Church is holy because
called out of the world, by Divine grace and power, t{) be a distinct
body. It is holy because indwelt hy the Spirit of God: "The temple
of God is holy, which temple ye are" (1 Cor. iii. 17). "For by one
Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or
Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to
drink into one Spirit" (1 Cor. xii. 13). All the members of this one
body have" one faith" and" one hope" (see Eph. iv. 4--6). Briefly,
their faith is that trust or confidence in Christ Jesus our Lord for
salvation which is founded upon the Word of God, the Holy Scriptures;
and their hope is that of future glory, when the Lord shall return to
receive them unto Himself.
":Reader, ~re you a member of the Holy Catholic Church? It ·will
avail nothing that you are a member of some Ecclesiastical organization if you are not a member of the Holy Catholic Church, out of
which there is no salvation. Salvation is found not in a Church,
but in Christ. "Neither is there salvation in any other," said Peter
(Acts iv. 12). Are you born again? Arc you as a sinner lost and
ruined, and by nature a child of wrath, trusting only in the merits
of Christ, the Saviour of sinners? If so, you are a member of Chr.,t's
Church-a living stone in the temple of God, as it is written, 2 Cor.
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vi. 16: "Ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said,
I will dwell in them and walk in them and I will be their God, and they
shall be My people."

======

A REFUGE-TRUE AND FALSE.
THE word" Refuge" is used to indicate a place or position· of safety
and protection from danger.
If there be no possibility of danger, then there can be no necessity
for a refuge. On the other hand, if there be not only a possibility
but a ce,.tainty of dange/", then ordinary common sense requires that
a place of safety-or a refuge-be provided.
This truth is realized· in the matters of daily life. For instance,
in most large towns where the volume of wheeled traffic is great and
continuous, the authorities responsible for the safety of the public
erect" refuges" at certain places in the street<;; that·is to say, places
where foot-passengers can rest secure from the risk of being knocked
down by careless drivers of vehicles.
Again, there are some portions of the ocean where. violent storms
are apt to rage, and at these spots-if land be near-Governments,
or private enterprise, have built" harbours <if refuge" to which ships
can flee when threatened, or overtaken, by storm and tempest.
In both these cases it is evident that it would be the height of folly
for either a foot passenger, or a captain of a vessel, to ignore and neglect
the refuge p,.ovidcd, under the pretence that there was some other
imagina,.y place of safety.
The sense, reason, or wisdom which God has given to all mankind
teaches men to flee to a position of security when outward danger
and destruction threatens them. It is' often spoken of as the instinct
of self-preservation.
When the Gernlan air-raids were frequent, during the recent war,
those in authority in London devised a system whereby civilians were
warned to " take cover." When this warning note was heard, those
who were wise obeyed the summons. They t.ook steps to retreat to
the nearest place of safety.
These various instances or illustrations provc that where their bodies
are concerned men and women are generally ready to seek protection
from danger, but in spiritual matters it is far otherwise.
If the dangers arising from the traffic along the streets of a city aie
great, the dangers springing from the Satan-driven worldly and sinful
traffic through the soul, mind, .and will are infinitely greater. The
Apostle Paul was inspired to declare that if any person is willing to
" walk in the Spirit," that is, to be guided and directed by the Holy
Spirit, he shall not fall a victim to the heavy traffic of strong desires
after worldly indulgences (Gal. v. 16, 17) and corruptions. The
Apostle Peter, in like manner, was inspired to write to· those who,
having helieved in the Lord Jesus, and who having been led by the
Holy Spirit, were escaped from the dangers that confront those who
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are caught on the swift motor of worldliness (2 Peter i. 2-4). The
beloved disciple John was equally inspired to give warning of the
dangers that beset the pathway of life. He wrote, " All that is in the
world, the strong desires of the flesh, the longings of the eye and the
pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world" (1 John ii. 16)
and therefore under the influence of him who is " the prince of this
world" (see John xiv. 30). This too is appallingly dangerous traffic.
It proceeds in all manner of directions without any control, and therefore endangers those who are swept into the vortex.
.' In most large cities there are signs to direct the wayfarer, and there
are police to control the traffic, and in God's Word there are the
counterparts of both these, but the trouble is that in spiritual matters
men and women prefer to be in danger. This solemn truth the Lord
Jesus\referred to on various occasions. He said, " Men love darkness
rather than light" (John iii. 19, 20). He suggested, "Men hear the
warnings, but they do not desire to give heed to them, and then the
devil takes the Word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and
flee from danger" (see Luke viii. 12): There is no refuge from the
world but in Christ Jesus the Lord.
As there were German air-raids during the war, so there are Satanic
raids now. Satan has many agents at work in every walk of life. He
employs" religious" and learned people to drop" Popish" or " Ritualistic." bombs or else "Higher Critical" bombs, and many persons
appear to delight to get under these bombs, with the result that instead
of being in places of safety they find their faith dashed to pieces.
During the air-raids men and women did not seek safety beneath the
deadly bombs! There is no safety from false religion and from false
criticism but in the Lord Jesus Christ.
If the captain of a ship were to cast away his mariner's compass
and destroy his charts and deliberately risk the lives of his crew or
refuse to take his ship into a harbour of refuge to avoid total destruction, under the pretence that he knew something better than chart
and compass, and that he did not believe there could be a shipwreck,
he would be justly brought to trial for his crime. What then must
be before those who cast away, or cut to pieces, God's Word and lead
others to spiritual shipwreck?
These Satanic delusions are very old, but they are extremely popular,
God characterizes them in the plainest possible manner. He says,
" Men have made lies their refuge, and under falsehood have they
hid themselves," and He adds, "My judgments shall sweep away these
refuges of lies" (see Isa. xxviii. 15, 17).
In opposition to the deceit and falsehood of Satan and his agents
stands the sure Word of God. This Word declares to men that" GOD
IS A REFUGE" to everyone who truly puts his faith and trust in God,
as He has revealed Himself in the Lord Jesus (see Psa. xlvi. 1-3). To
the believer this Word speaks and says, "The eternal God is thy
refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms" (Deut. xxxiii. 27),
Upheld by God, the believer is in perfect safety. The psalmist knew
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by experience what he wrote wben he declared, " The Lord will be a
refuge for the oppressed, a ,refuge in times of trouble, and they who
know Thy name will put their trust in Thee: for Thou, Lord, hast
not forsaken them that seek Thee" (Psa. ix. 9, 10). Believing this to
be the truth, King Hezekiah prayed, " 0 Lord, I am oppressed; undertake for me" (Isa. xxxviii. 14), and the Lord heard and answered so
that the king could add, "The Lord was ready (or waiting) to save
me " (verse 20).
",
In a number of the Psalms reference is made to the fact that God
is the Refuge of His people, and in one case (Psa. lxxi. 7) the writer
mentions that his trials were so great that many people could not
understand how he bore them, but he adds the explanation, "0
Lord, Thou art my strong Refuge." In another Psalm the writer
confessed that he looked around him but found no human helper.
In his trouble no one wanted to know him, no one cared f01' his soul,
but God cared for him and he was enabled to say, "Thou art my
Refuge and my portion in the land of the living" (that is, heavenly
portion) (Psa. cxlii. 4, 5).
It is because God cares for men's souls that He has given His onlybegotten Son to obey and die and rise again, that whosoever seeing and
feeling his need and coming to the Lord Jesus for deliverance shall be
saved (John iii. 16). There is no other Refuge (see Heb. vi. 18).
P. 1. B.
THE IMPOTENT MAN.
WE live in an age when laws and bye-laws, rules and regulations, spring
up (and are cut down) like flowers, or weeds, in warm rainy weather.
We can at times scarcely move for them. And so there is the more
comfort and peace in reading the narrative of the impotent man to
notice how regardless the Lord was of anything beyond the actual and
manifest facts of the case. He made no remarks whatever, no reflections on anyone, or anybody whose business it might or might not be
to care for so helpless and friendless a sufferer. For one thing He
submitted, as we ought to do, to the laws nnder which He lived. He
knew also, better than we know, that the powers that be are ordained.
of God. It is Himself only that has the government. Civilization or
retrogression are'in His eternal purposes. And so the Lord, being but
a humble citizen, took things as He found them, and cast the care of
them upon God. The poor man had been afRicted for thirty-eight
years, and had probably been often brought to the pool, but he could
not get in, and had no one to put him in. There was another impotent
man who complained centuries before, "I go forward, but He is not
there, and backward, but I cannot perceive Him, on the left hand . . .
but I cannot behold Him . . . on the right hand . . . I cannot see
Him." He was like Bunyan's two friends who with all the strength
that they had could not reach the stile that night, or like one of the
prophets who could" not order his speech by reason of darkness," or
like John Newton who groaned, " 0 could I but believe, then all would
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easy be." How many ministers of hoary experience in God's love and
mercy, with the blessed Bible in their hands, to say nothing of volumes
hill of divinity and biography about them, really have not known what
to preach about the next day 1 .How many saints have felt as much
at a loss as to what to say, in a letter for instance, as Hezekiah did
when Sennacherib's army was outside the gate 1 Christ said, " Without Me ye can do nothing." He was addressing His Own circle of
friends and disciples, those to whom He promised the Holy Ghost. It
is these, Christ's friends and disciples, who learn, as the others do not,
that without Him they can do nothing. But He brings it home more
powerfully by His leadings and providences inward and outward, that
they need His help; .that no one else is sufficient. Jehoshaphat knew
not what to do, but his eyes were up to God. The psalmist said, " I
lift up mine eyes unto Thee." A friend wrote the other day that she
was hard and lifeless and could not even pray. "What can I do 1 "
'No doubt, although she has not directed her eyes, they are looking, if
silently, up to God.
My father used to tell us " anecdotes and extracts" of his earlier
days. One of them which rather pleased us was this, that at a Sabbath
school prize-giving (this in Scotland sixty or seventy years ago) the
minister asked a little girl whether she would have" a Bible or a book" 1
The little one, after a moment's hesitation, said, " A book," and he
gave her her prize, "Infidelity, its Cause and Cure." The little girl
cried, for if she was Scotch, she was still a child. And so we always
thought of "Infidelity', its Cause and Cure." One day, not so long ago,
my sister came home with a copy of it. We found it mbre readable
than we had imagined it would be, and could only think that if the
little prize-winner kept it till she was grown up, she would forgive the
dear friends of her early days for what seemed like lack of sympathy;
and thank them rather for considering her more lasting and deeper
needs. There is an account in the book of a man who had been an
infidel, but was brought to know God and to see in Jesus His only
hope of heaven. But he read in the Bible what the Lord Himself said
to His deal' children, " Love your enemies," and he felt that until he
could do that, he must come short of the peace of God. He did everything he could think of, and at times imaginecl that possibly his aversion
was getting less. But it was no use. It came over him again and
again that he could not and did not love his enemies. But one day,
without his doing anything, without his thinking about it at the time;
he felt his whole heart going out in love and in prayer for them, and,
then-he loved his enemies. He could or would never after that think
that all the commands of the Gospel, all the precious precepts of the
Epistles, were put there only to'show us how far short we come. Is it
not rather in the great mercy and grace and kindness of the Lord, our
Blessed Comforter, to show what we may ask for and look for from
Him, the Father of mercies and the God of all comfort 1 We, indeed,
have no power, but He has all power, and He says, " Ask, and ye shall
receive that your joy may be full."
FOLLOWER-ON,

.

•
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WAIT-WATCH-REJOICE.
AMIDST the manifold straits and windings of the way which the Lord's
dear people tread there is no exercise more frequently called upon than
waiting. I have been impressed lately in conversation with believers,
as well as in my own experience, how often we say, "I am just waiting
for the way to be opened." We are waiting not only in the sense of
staying still in expectation, remaining stationary for the indication of
the Lord's will, but also in the sense in which the Word is often used
in Holy Scripture, namely praying, looking up to, and leaning upon,
the Strength that is omnipotent, telling Him all our fears, all our difficulties, all our hopes, all our longings that we scarcely like to utter,
but we can almost hear His voice saying, " Tell Me." Some years ago
a lady told me of a dream she had in which she saw the Saviour, and she
said, " I have had so many sorrows." He gently said, " Tell Me all
about them." She told Him one by one. They each seemed to
materialize into a sort of scarf which He threw over His Own
shoulder and took away from her. As each story was finished, He
asked, " Anything more 1 " till at last she had told Him all but one
crowning sorrow. That He did not take away. She was still bearing
it when she told me, but grace was given to bear, and there was the
long waiting time before removal. "He waits." What for, dear
reader 1 In anger 1 No, He waits to be gracious (see Isaiah xxx. 18).
" And therefore will the Lord wait that He may be gracious unto you."
Special trials need special grace, and since the Lord will " perfect all
that concerneth " His beloved, redeemed ones, He waits in the process.
There are varied instructions given in connection with OUt waiting"Wait patiently." "Wait only upon God." "Quietly wait,". and
"Wait on thy God continually." The child of God lives in continual
waiting, calm waiting, and prayerful waiting upon the God of patience.
Ah! how patient He is! One marvels looking around and seeing the
trying, daring, wicked ones of the world, and more do we marvel when
we look within, and the Holy Spirit points out to us with startling clearness the evil heart of sin, the sin which notwithstanding all the favours
so constantly bestowed, and the fulfilment of Covenant promises in the
past, yet tries the longsuffering of the patient God Who calmly works
out His Own inimitable plans of tenderest lovingkindness;unswervinglyall the way through, with His wayward, impatient, yet beloved child.
. Ah! dear troubled heart, " Praise waiteth for Him in Sion." Praise
for all He is doing now, dark and difficult as it seems. ".Why art thou
cast down, 0 my soul, and why art thou disquieted within me 1 Hope
thou in God, fOt (note this) I shall yet ptaise Him." "He doth not bid
thee wait to disappoint at last." No, that is impossible; for He is a
faithful God, keeping Covenant and mercy.
And in thy waiting, "watch the way." Do not merely wait, but
open thine eyes; look up and watch the way. "I will watch to see
what He will say unto me." It may be that thou art in a path in
which at a certain point two ways meet. The difficulty is which way
to take at this parting of the ways, for it is a critical junction. Now
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betake thee tlo earnest prayer, continual waiting to be guided. Wait
upon thy Guide, watch the way, listen for the guiding voice, look for
.the guiding eye. For love is "by constant watching wise." Love
knows so intimately, that every look is interpreted and understood.
The glance indicates intuitively: "I will guide thee with 1I1ine eye."
Watching implies more eagerness than waiting. Watching is mOfe
tense, but" Blessed is the man that heareth 1I1e, watching daily at 1I1y
gates, waiting at the posts of My doors." My gates, seeing all that
enters. My doors, seeing the inne>· entrance as well as the outer.
Happy posture to be in. "Watch thou in all things." Watch in thy
waiting. Watch the signs, the tokens, the paintings of the way, for
He will tell thee.
There is a beautiful and comprehensive paragraph in Habakkuk ii.,
where he says, "I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the
tower, and will watch to see what He will say unto me, and what I shall
answer when I am reproved." To the watching prophet there was a
response and a vision, the vision of the earth" filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea." Habakkuk
grieved over the wickedness of the world around. His Lord saw this,
too, but He looked beyond at the glory to follow, and in His love
revealed it to Habakkuk. He said, " The vision is yet for an appointed
time, but at the end it shall speak and not lie; though it tarry, wait for
it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry." The eyes of the
Lord looked forward down the ages to "the appointed time" when
the Gentiles· should share with Israel the glorious days. The days of
the coming glory when the Person of the Lord Jesus shall appear are
more fully revealed in the Epistle to the Hebrews where He Himself
is the Vision. "Yet a little while and He that shall come will come,
and will not tarry." In Habakkuk "though it tarry wait," in the
Epistle to the Hebrews, " He that shall come will come, and will not
tarry." What supremely joyous assurance for the watchers for the
Coming One! There is " an appointed time." He will come. So it
is with all our deliverances. He will deliver, He doth deliver, and will
yet deliver. Thus it is with all difficulties, all sorrows, all burdens.
He careth for you. He sees the longed-for end. The vision is quite
clear to Him. "On Thee do I wait all the day," said David, and" the
praying soul shall never wait in vain," or, as in another place, " Mine
eyes are ever toward the Lord; for He shall pluck my feet out of the
net." And truly we feel netted all round, but the Lord in Whom we
trust knows just how and when and where to release us.
11

'Tis enongh that Thou wilt care;

Why should I the burden bear? "
We read wonderful accounts sometimes of the Lord's most timely
deliverances, and in our own limited circle, when we have heart-toheart commuuion \'lith the Lord's people, how frequently we are told
of desires laid before Him being deferred in some instances long long
years, years in which He is not refusing, years in which He is not

.•
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indifferent, but is silently working out the far far better issue than
that for which we asked. "He is silently planning for thee in love"
is a frequently accepted translation of "He will rest in His love"
(Zeph. iii. 17). Personally, I think the A.V. translation equally sweet.
But the" silently planning" is going on nevertheless, for the Covenant
people. "He hath made with me an everlasting Covenant, ordMed in
all things and sure." Every detail is the outcome of a purpose-not
haphazard. So we know He is carrying out qnietly His already fixed
plans in the life stories of His redeemed ones. And we have so often
found, too, that the very details necessitated delay even from the
human point of view. Reviewing past years we see that one matter
led to another, and that to another, the knitting together of varied
stitches to form the beautiful pattern that we shall see hereafter, and
not one stitch dropped. No, for one missing or misplaced stitch would
spoil the pMfect design, and He makes no mistakes. "Watch the way,"
dear reader, and read His love to thee in every step, although it may
seem very contrary to thee. He is leading upward, homeward by " the
zig-zag way," as someone has expressed it. The zig-zag path breaks
the steepness of the hill. So it is easiel' for thee. He knows. How
blessed that" a man's heart deviseth his way, but the Lord directeth his
steps." "Watch the way."
Finally, rejoice. "It shall be said in that day, we have waited for
Him, we will be glad and rejoice in His salvation."
H

His' wait' shall issue in

I

rejoice t

Wait patiently for Him."
" Christ is all, and in all." Hallelujah!

I

NETTlE.

DR. HAWKER'S EVENING PORTION, 27TH MAY.
" For there was a tabe·rnacle made,. the first, wh/wein wa-s the candlestick,
and the table, and the shew-/y,·ead,. which is called the Sanctuary."-

ix. 2.
IT is blessed to see how Christ was set forth in everything, and by
every way, in the ordinances of God, in the first ages of the Church.
Surely they had the Gospel preached to them in type and shadow
as we have now in sum and substance. My soul, take thine evening
meditation among the furniture of the outer sanctuary, and see what
emblems they afford of Christ. Tho tabernacle which Moses made in
the wilderness contained, in the first apartment, the things here spoken
of. The candlestick, if without a light strikingly set forth the darkness
of that dispensation, and if with a light (which seems the most probable,
for the lamps were to be always burning) it showed that the Lord
Himself, who walketh in the midst of the golden candlesticks, is the
light of His people and the glory of the temple. The next article
noticed is the table, which was probably placed in such a direction that
the light of the candlestick might shine upon it; by which we may
HEBREWS
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learn, that in going to the table of the Lord we must be directed
by His light; for none cometh to the Father but by Him, who
is "the way and the truth and the life." The table itself, which
was of pure gold, became a most lively type of the ever-blessed
Jesus. The infinite worth and glory of His Person, and the
eternal merit anrl efficacy of His blood and righteousness, may
be supposed to be set forth by golden representations as the
richest and most valuable treasure we are acquainted with. And
when we add to these, that Jesus feeds, entertains, supports,
nourishes, and preserves His Ohurch and people, what could so well
set forth the royal bounties of His grace, and the fulness and richness
of His house, as that of a golden table, around which the poor and
the needy, the hungry and the faint, might be received and feasted 1
But the first sanctuary had not only the candlestick to guide to the
Lord, and the golden talJle to receive the followers of the Lord, but
the shewbread also, to supply them. This shewbread was a beautiful
and striking representation of Him Who is .the bread of life. Twelve
loaves, in allusion to the twelve tribes of Israel, were to be always
standing upon it, to intimate the perpetual appearing of Jesus in the
presence of God for His people. They were of the finest Hour, mixed
with frankincense; thereby shadowing the purity of His nature, and
the fragrancy of His sacrifice before God. They were to be renewed
every Sabbath, to show that Ohrist is not only exhibited in the Gospel
every day, and all the day, but to be renewed every Sabbath, when
His ministers bring forth to the people out of His treasury" things
new and old." Those taken away when the new loaves were brought
were to be eaten by the priests alone, under this Jewish dispensation;
and the same is observed under the new; for the Lord Jesus hath
made all His people "kings and priests to God and the Father" ;
and if any that are not His, by His Spirit given to them, eat at His
table, they make the table of the Lord contemptible. Are these some
of the delightful subjects typified by the furuiture of the tabernacle
in the first court 1 Dost thou behold, my soul, these things, and
through the veil and covering discover Jesus 1 Oh! then, consider
the vast, the infinite importance of redemption by His blood, whom
God the Spirit thus set forth to the Ohurch by types and shadows;
and see thy privilege, and the happiness to which thou art called
when, in reading the Old Testament, "the veil is done away in Ohrist."
-Fmm a Correspondent.
•

•

WE are not permitted to indulge our own caprice in' anything, nor
to choose what any shall introduce of his own will. We have as our
authorities the apostles of the Lord, who themselves chose not anything to be introduced at their own pleasure, but faithfully consigned
to all nations that instruction which they received from Ohrist. Oonsequently, though even an angel from heaven should preach unto us
any other Gospel, we should pronounce him accursed.-Tertullian•
•
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SCHOLARSHIP IS AGREED 1
REV; KEITH L. BROOKS, OF Los ANGELES.
THERE are thousands of young people to-day who are completely
carried away with that much overworked phrase, "Scholarship is
agreed."
It never occurs to them to ask, "What scholarship 1" They have
not awakened to the fact that the nomenclature of scepticism is deliberately trying to monopolize the word "scholarship," which it has no
right to do.
.
" Scholarship" never has been agreed, and is not agreed to-day.
There is no foolishness under heaven that has not at some time or other
been given out to the world in the name of " science" and "scholarship." "A scholar" is one who has studied. "A scientist" is one
who classifies evidence and forms opinions concerning it.
A good neighbour said to the writer, speaking of her pastor, who
is an avowed higher critic, " But he is a highly educated man, and he
knows." Educated-yes, but in what 1 He has informed himself
on the prevalent theories of evolution, speculations of German critics,
and the rationalism of the day. Paine, Voltaire, and Ingersoll were
called "educated" men. The outstanding defenders of orthodoxy
have been, and are to-day, men who have had the best of educational
advantagp.s.
.
SCIENTISTS ARE NOT AGREED.
When representatives of one particular school of scientists. assemble
and issue a statement to the press that atheistic evolution is proven,
and that the Bible is a collection of myths, hundreds of young people
are carried off their feet because" Science" has spoken. But-what
Science 1 Science is simply classified knowledge----evidence that has
been accumulated and made available in the human search for truth.
Scientists are not agreed. Associations of scientists are apt to be more
iDterested in propagating their particular theories than in examining
the evidence produced by other scientists of equal repute against them.
The very fact that scientific text-books differ so widely, and that all
of them have to be discarded sooner or later, indicates that it is possible
for reputable scientists to draw conclusions from the evidence that
prove entirely erroneous under the test of time. There is no reason
to believe that the text-books of to-day will be more enduring than
those of the past.
TRULY GREAT SCIENTISTS ARE MODEST.
The only truly great scientists are those who confess how little they
know in view of the fact that what they are ignorant of is immense.
The greatest of them is not, nor are all of them together, capable of
grasping all the facts. Many a great thinker has come to the place
where he has had to admit that he had acquired just enough knowledge
to discover his own' boundless ignorance.
The King's Business.
24
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';" MY JUDGMENT IS JUST,"
IN the course of my reailing this morning, I have been struck by
· the wealth of meaning in the words of the Lord Jesus in John v. 30, 31 :
"I can of Mine own self do nothing: as I hear I judge: and 1\iy
judgment is just; because I seek not Mine own will, but the 'will of the
Father which hath sent Me. If I bear witness of Myself, My witness
· is not true." The prominent thought herein is that only as our will
is in subjection to and in harmony with the will of God can our
judgment concerning any matter be just and true. The Son of God,
while He lived here below, was ever in the most perfect harmony
with the heart of the Father; and therefore His judgment was just.
Not merely because He was Divine and could not en, but because
He took the lowly path of entire subjectness to His Father's will;
and it is only as we are graciously enabled to follow Him in this that
our judgment can be just.
The faculty of spiritual understanding is part of the Divine nature
implanted in regeneration; and this is capable of growth, expansion,
and renewal. "That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father
of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in
the knowledge of Him: the eyes of your understanding being enlightened" (Ephes. i. 17, 18). Thus the large-hearted Apostle prays for
the Colossians (i. 9, 10), " that ye might be filled with the knowledge
of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding": and for the
Philippians (i. 9, 10), " that your love may abound yet more and more
in knowledge and in all judgment: that ye may approve things that
, are excellent."
It is well known that a ray of light passing through a prism on to
a sheet of white paper is divided into its seven component colours-the
seven primary colours that constitute light. If there be any opacity
· or defect in the prism the colours will be maned, or absent, or out
of harmony: if the prism be perfect the coloms will be perfectfully
present. In the sinless humanity of the Lord Jesus there was nothing
to hinder the light of heaven shining through; no flaw, no spot, no
defect. His judgment therefore was always just. There is so much
in us that is out of harmony with the will of God that our discernment
is obscmed, warped, and unjust. We form a wrong estimate of our
Father's dealings with us, impatiently bearing them and greatly
· misinterpreting them. We form a wrong estimate of our own condition, not clearly discerning things that differ. We may even err
in our apprehension of the glorious truths of God's most holy Word.
And our judgment of others may be prejudiced by our magnifying
the defects we fail to perceive in ourselves.
What need, therefore, there is for a more entire subjection to, and
acquiescence in, the holy will of God, in Whom and in which" is no
· darkness at all !" Only as this is graciously effected will there be
a clear and just judgment in the things of God..
. Cricklewood, September 3rd, 1924.
;. "
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REDEMPTION.
THE EDITOR AT THE S:G.U. CONFERENCE HELD
IN LONDON IN MAY, 1915. '

FIVE great subjects claim our attention this afternoon-Election,
Redemption, Effectual Calling, Preservation, and Glorification. We
have heard an excellent paper on Election from the pen of the Rev.
'T. Dickenson, of Manchester. It falls to me to address you on
Redemption.
This great subject may be approached in various
ways. r propose, the Lord helping me, to approach it from the point
of view of THE REDEEMER. It will, however, be impossible to speak
of the Redeemer without speaking of His redeeming work. The
Redeemer of God's people is the Lord Jesus Christ. Of Him it is
written: "In Whom we have redemption through His blood, even
the forgiveness of sins" (Col. i. 14).
1. He is the Divine Redeemer of His people.
His Divinity is fully set forth in the Epistle to the Colossians. He
is "the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation."
" In Him were all things created." " He is before all things, and in
Him all things consist (that is, hold together) " (Col. i. 13-18, R.V.),
These passages teach His eternal existence and His creativc and
upholding power, and thus "His eternal power and Godhead" are
"understood by the things that are made" (Rom, i. 20). He is
therefore" Our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ, Who gave Himself
for us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity" (Titus ii .. 13, a),
Hence, the atoning blood which He shed is called "the hlood ot
God." Faithful ministers are to "feed the Church of God, which He
hath purchased with His Own blood" (Acts xx. 28). This great fact
gives infinite value to His redeeming work. Because He is Divine,
He was qualified to pay a ransom price for" a great multitude which
no man could uumber."
2. He is the Covenant Redeemer of His people.
The price of redemption is His precious blood, but the blood which
He shed was the blood of the new and eternal Covenant. Just before
He died He said: "This is My blood of the new testament (Covenant),
which is shed for many for the remission of sins" (Matt. xxvi. 28).
His blood is also called "the blood of the everlasting Covenant"
(Heb, xiii. 20), Evidently, then, there was it Covenant or arrangement
made in eternity for the redemption of God's people in the fulness
of time. In accordance with this Covenant the Redeemer was to
shed His blood to secure forgiveness and eternal redemption for His
people. To this end He became the Surety of the new Covenant
(Heb. vii. 22), That is, He became responsible to secure all its blessings,
by His atoning death, for the members of His mystical body. On the
ground of His redemptive work eternal life was promised to Him 'for
His people before the world began (Titus i. 2). Many talk loudly
of human responsibility, but how seldom we hear the blessed and
comforting truth that the great Surety of the eternal Covenant has
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undertaken the responsibility to redeem, call, save, and glorify all
those whom the Father bath given Him. It is as the result of the
eternal Covenant that God's people are eventually saved. He saves
and calls them with a holy calling not according to their works but
.. according to His Own purpose and grace which was given us in
Christ Jesus before the world began" (2 Tim. i. 9).
3. He is the Incarnate Redeemer of His people.
In order that He might pay the price of redemption He must needs
become Man. .. Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of
flesh and blood, He also Himself likewise took part of the same; that
through death He might destroy him that had the power of death,
that is, the devil; and deliver them who through fear of death were
all their lifetime subject to bondage. . . . In all things it behoved
Him to be made like unto His brethren, that He might be a merciful
and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people" (Heb. ii. 14, 15, 17). Hence, He
became flesh and dwelt among us. Though He was rich, yet for the
sake of His people He became poor, that they through His poverty
might be rich. .. The Son of Man came . . . to give His life a ransom
for many" (Matt. xx. 28). He ],.-new all about the sorrows, the
bondage, the wretchedness, the ruin and the peril of His people, and
with infinite compassion He came down to redeem them from the wrath
to come.
" I'lunged in a gulf of dark despair
We wretched sinners lay,

Without one cheerful gleam of hope
Or spark of glimmering day.
With pitying eyes the Prince of grace
Beheld our helpless grief;
He sa.w J and-O amazing love!
He came to our relief.

Down from the shining seats above
With joyful haste He fled,
Entered the grave in mortal flesh,
And dwelt among the dead.
He spoiled the powers of darkness thus,
And brake our iron chains;

J e",'S hath freed our captive souls
From everlasting pains.
Oh I for this love let rocks and hills
Their lasting silence break,
And all harmonious human tongues
The Saviour's praises speak." (Watts.)

4. He is thc Anointed Redeemer of His people.
It is Chrtst, the anointed One, Who hath redeemed His people from
the curse of the law. Not with corruptible things as silver and gold,
but .. with the precious blood of Ohrist" were they redeemed from
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their vain conversation received by tradition from their fathers (1 Peter
i. 18, 19). Having become incarnate, God anointed Him with the
Holy Ghost, and thus set Him apart, appointed Him, and qualified
Him for His work. He had the right to redeem because He was
Divinely appointed for this work. The office of Redeemer appertains
only to the Lord's Anointed.
5. He is the Substitutionary and definite Redeemer of His people.
He took their place and definitely and specially died for them on
the cross.' It is those who are" chosen in Him before the foundation
of the world" who are permitted to say: "In Whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the
riches of His grace" (Eph. i. 4-7). He gave His life a ransom instead
of many (see Greek of Matt. xx. 28). He suffered in the room and
in the place of His people. He was wounded' for their transgressions
and bruised for their iniquities (Isa. liii. 5, 6). "Christ hath redeemed
us (His people) from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us "
(Gal. iii. 13). He suffered for sins the Just for the unjust that He
might bring them to God (1 Peter iii. 18). It follows that the redeemed
are really and certainly delivered from the curse of the law. On the
ground that He died instead of them His people are taught to say:
"Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect 1 It is God
that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth 1 It is Christ that died"
(Rom. viii. 33, 34). In other words, if the Holy Ghost has enabled
me to say, " Christ died for my sins," then I can also add: "There
is therefore no condemnation for me." (See also Eph. v. 25-27,
where His death for the Church is specially emphasized.)
" If my discharge Thou hast procured,
And freely in my room endured
The whole of wrath Divine:
Payment God cannot twice demand,
First at my bleeding Surety's hand;
And then again at mine." (Toplady.)
6. He is the Shepherd Redeemer of His people.
All the sheep were given to Him by the Father. In reference to
them He says: "I lay down My life for the sheep." He knew who
they were, for He says: "I know My sheep, and am known of Mine."
Knowing them all by name He laid down His life definitely and
specially for them. As the result He says of all of them: "I give
unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall
any man pluck them out of My hand. My Father, Which gave them
Me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of My
Father's hand." He has thus undertaken as the Shepherd of His
Father's flock to redeem, call, preserve, and glorify all whom the Father
hath given Him (see John x. 14-16, 27-29).
7. Lastly, He is the priestly Redeemer of His people.
The high priest under the old covenant made an atonement for
the chosen nation. He bore their names on his shoulders and on
his heart. For them he made an atonement that they might be clean
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from all their sins. (See Lev. >..'Vi. 30, 34; Exod. xxviii. 9-12, 21, 29 ;
Heb. ix. 7,9.) "But. Christ being come an High Priest of good things
to come, by. a grea~r 'and more perfect tabernacle, not made with
hands, that is to say, not of this building; neither by the blood of
goats and calves, but by His Own blood He cntered in once into the
holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us" (Heb. ix.
11, 12). What shall we say then to these things! If we have tasted
of the Lord's redeeming mercy shall we not say: "Unto Him that
loved us, and washed us from our sins in His Own blood, and hath
made us kings and priests unto God and His Father; to Him be
glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen"! (Rev. i. 5, 6).
Moreover, if we are assured that we have been bought with the price
of His precious blood, shall we not seek to glorify God with our whole
being, and live· not unto ourselves,. but unto Him Who died for us
and rose again! (1 Cor. vi. 20; 2 Cor. v. 15).

CHRIST'S PRAYER FOR HIS ENEMIES.
while I am transported with the sense of Thy sufferings,
o Saviour, let me not forget to admire those sweet mercies of Thine
which Thou pouredst out upon Thy persecutors. They rejoice in Thy
death and triumph in Thy misery, and scoff at Thee in both. Instead
of calling down fire from heaven upon them, Thou heapest coals of
fire upon their heads: " Father, forgive· them , for they know not what
they do. " They blaspheme Thee, Thou prayest for them; they scorn,
Thou pitiest ; they sin against Thee, Thou prayest for their forgivenes's ;
they profess their malice, Thou plead est their ignorance. 0 compassion without example, without measure, fit for the Son of God, the
Saviour of men! Wicked and foolish Jews! ye would be miserable,
He will not let you; ye would fain pull upon yourselves the guilt of
His blood, He deprecates it; ye kill, He sues for YOUT remission and
life. His tongue cries louder than His blood, " Father, forgive them."
o Saviour, Thou couldst not but be heard. Those, who out of ignorp.nee
and simplicity thus persecuted Thee, find the happy issue of Thine
intercession. Now I see whence it was that three thousand souls
were converted soon after,.at one sermon. It was not Peter 'fj spee<:h,
it was Thy prayer, that was thus effectual. Now they have grace to
know and confess whence they have both forgiveness and salvation
and can recompense their blasphemies with thanksgiving. What :in
is there, Lord, whereof I can despair of the remission! or what offe:lCe
can I bc unwilling to remit whcn Thou prayest for the forgivenes. of
Thy murderers and blasphemers !-Bishop Hall.
BUT,

THERE can be. no other proof of true Christiauity, no other refuge
for true Christians, who desir~ to know the truth of faith, save the
Scr;ptures of God.-4 ugustine.
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THE HARVEST-FIELD.
SOMj;: of my young readers who live in the country will have been,
watching with interest the barley, oats, wheat, and rye growing rapidly
day by day. Soon the reapers will come, and gather in the harvest,
and the diligent labours of. previous months will be amply_~ewarded.
It is sad to think that many of- the' farmers will, reap the harvest
without realizing that it is of t!:lC Lord's goodness that there is a
harvest to reap. To Him they owe every blessing, though they cannot
smg:
" Lord of the harvest, all is Thine:
The rains that fall, the suns that shine,
The seed once, hidden in the ground, "
The skill that makes our fruits abound:
New every year'
Thy gifts appear;
New praises from our lips shall Bound."

Godly fariners, however, ,all' over. our land, will praise the Lord for
these renewed mercies, and we will join with them in heartfelt songs
'.
of praise. " ' ,
There are' parts 'of the world which have not these great blessings:
In a letter received from far-off Szechwan, in West China, 'dated May
26th, we read that there is famine in many places around, with fever
following. A load was sent to a Mission station some distance away,
where the Missionaries could get only horse-flesh in the way 'of meat.
The load contained chickens and other articles of food, but the bearers
were robbed on: the way, and everything taken. ' The writer goes on
to say that even there things were gettirig very difficult., Rice had
risen to ,an enormous 'price. Baked rice was being doled out at the
river-side in basins to all who liked to fetch it. This was bringing
people il). from the country districts, some of whom had died by the
way.
But thinking of the harvest reminds us of another kind of harvest
spoken of in the Word of God. When explaining to His disciples
the parable of " the tares," the Lord Jesus Christ said: "The harvest
is the end of the world; and the reapers are the angels" (Matt. xiii. 39).
You will at once see that the Lord was looking forward to the time
when He will come again in power and great glory to recei"e all His
people unto Himself, and, to punish with everlasting destruction from
His presence those who have rejected Him.
Before He ascended into heaven He commanded His. disciples to
witness for Him unto the uttermost parts Of the earth. If you have
been brought by His grace into living union with the Lord Jesus
Christ, you are called to witness for Him at home or abroad, He says
to each believing heart: "Pray ye therefore the' Lord' of the harvest,
that He will send forth labourers into His harvest" (Matt. jx. 38).
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One needy part of the world is Burma. To quote from another
letter: "For a distance of 270 miles along the railway line, which
passes through towns like Wuntho (23,000 population), Katha (22,000),
there is not a single messenger of the Gospel among the Burmans
and Shans who inhabit these places and the numerous villages -off
'the line. There are about thirty stations on this line with smaller
populations. Here in Mohnyin there are about 5000 Shan-Burmans
without anyone to tell them the glad tidings." Is it any wonder
that the writer concludes his last letter with " Pray ye " ~
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<!!orresponllenre.
A CHEERING WORD FROM CANADA.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR Srn,-I wrote to you early in 1923 to say how much I valued
the GOSPEL 1I1AGAZINE, and as time goes on it is increasingly precious.
I feel very thankful to our gracious God that you and the dear
writers who help to fill its pages are spared and enabled month after
month to send forth such a rich mine of doctrinal and experimental
truth .
. I think I can truthfully say there is never a copy that does not
have in it one or more articles of help and comfort suited to my own
need and circumstances.
When in England (which I left twenty-eight years since), I often got
some help under the preaching: but as there is no sound experimental
preaching in reach of me it makes me feel, when reading the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, that I am united by a spirit of love and indissoluble bonds
to those who are so many thousand miles away, but of the same
precious faith.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

I believe there are a few living souls here in Greater Vancouver
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who would attend a Free Grace Ministry where a full and not a conditional salvation would be set forth.
May you enjoy a rich blessing from the Lord in your labours, and
be long spared to edit our dear old GOSPEL MAGAZINE, is the earnest
prayer of
Yours very sincerely,
A. GURNEY.
2626, Gilley Avenue,
Burnaby, New Westminster, B.C., Canada.
June 2nd, 1925.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-A faithful missionary to whom we have supplied
large quantities of sound Scriptural literature for distribution has just
written, "Dear Mr. Brider, In the old days when I worked among
the sailors you very frequently sent me parcels of literature which
were of great value and considerable help. You have sent me some
since, which encourages me to hope that you will help me now. Some
of my students have begun to visit and hold regular services, and
they need and are looking to me for regular supplies of Gospel literature. As my own income is very spasmodic, for I receive no pay
for the major portion of my work, it is impossible for me to purchase
what is required, so I should be very grateful for a renewal of your
past generous help." Such needy opportunities abound, and we need
the help of lovers of truth to enable us to respond to the calls upon
the book mission. Apostasy and heresy are spreading on all hands.
It behoves us to labour to the utmost.
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street,
R. E. BRIDER.
l'ottcrdown, Bristol. July, 1925.

1lJroH!Han tiS earon.
EVANGELICAL UNITY.
IT is quite desirable that all Evangelicals who are loyal to the old
Evangelical and Protestant truths should unite as one man not only
against Sacerdotalism, but also against Modernism. We uttered a
warning word against true Evangelicals forming an alliance with
Modernists against Sacerdotalists in our" Wayside Notes" article in
our issue for July. Recently an attempt was made at the Cheltenham
Conference. to unite the old Evangelicals with the new or Liberal
Evangelicals. We feel that such a union is both unscriptural and
impossible, having regard to the teaching of the new Evangelicals
contained in their book, "Liberal Evangelicalism."
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We are glad to see that our excellent contemporary, The English
Churchman, takes the same view. We reprint the greater part of
its, leading article on " Evangelical Unity," which appeared in its issue
for JWY 2nd.
'
The leader writer says:" The subject chosen for cousideration at the Cheltenham Conference
this year was not without significance. Evangelicals generally, and
particularly those who move ,in the official circles of Evangelicalism,
are adepts at shirking disagreeable realities, so that the fact that it
was deemed necessary to face the question of 'Evangelical unity'
and to discuss it with some degree of freedom indicates that the
problem is a'thorny on'e, and likely to prove more so in the ncar future.
In the words of Canon Wilson, the convener of the Conference, ' unity
is essential for defence of or taking advantage of the greater prestige
and opportunities that now lie before Evangelicals. At the hour
when they can do most' they are imfortunately disunited.' The same
thought is echoed by an Evangelical contemporary in its comments
on the Conference. 'To face facts frankly and to esteem other men
as hO,nest as ourselves is the path to real co-operation. Men cannot
walk and work together except they be agreed. . . . The result (of
disunion) is a painful sense of weakness in the presence of life that
is full of sinfulness and the growing neglect of the claims of God and
His' Christ.'
'
"We have 'no space ,to deal at length with the manner in which
the 'problem was" faced. A number of papers were read by neo"
Evangelicals in defence of their tenets, couched for the most part
in studiously moderate language, and the orthodox Evangelicals
appear to have faithfully set forth their position so far as its doctrinal
aspect is concerned. The usual discussion followed, and lastly came
the. findings, twelve in number. We are told that their drafting
occupied'some hours, and we are not surprised. It is always difficult
to find a set of formul", which will reconcile and embrace diametrically
opposite views, as the General Committee of the C.M,S. discovered
in 1922, and when the findings of Chelteuham, 1925, are examine<,l
in detail, it will be seen that their authors have been no more successful.
They were hampered from the beginning by their choice of a text,
for the third finding runs as follows: 'The Conference believes that
essential unity prevails on the fundamentals of the faith, and that
Evangelicals are' divided only by interpretations, on many of which
there is room for differences of view.' The gap between certain of
the differences of view being notoriously wide, it is not surprising
that the language of the succeeding findings needed to be somewhat
elastic in ordcr to cover it. Even the unimpeachable orthodoxy,
however, of most of the phraseology employed will not avail to cover
certain significant qualifications and some even more significant
omissions. In other circumstances they might have passed' unnoticed,
but 1922 taught us much.. We note, for instance, the limitation once
again of the authority of Holy 'Scripture to ' all matters of faith and
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conduct.' There are other qualifications to which we should have.
liked to draw attention, but we propose this week to devote consideration to the main theory which these findings are intended to bolster
up, the 'essential unity' of Evangelicals, and to show that both in
its doctrinal and practical aspects it is non-existent.
" On the doctrinal side we have a comprehensive and up-ta-date
manifesto by which we can test the claim that essential unity prevails
among Evangelicals on the fundamentals of tbe faith. The essays
comprised in the book, 'Liberal Evangelicalism,' are a far more
authoritative exposition of the creed of the neo-Evangelicals than its
whitewashed edition at Cheltenham. We have dealt with that book
so recently that detailed comment on it at the moment is unnecessary.
The practical effect of such doctrines on Evangelicalism was illustrated
only too painfully in the protracted crisis in the C.M.S. less than three
years ago. It will be remembered that in the closing meeting of the
General Committee on November 22 in that year an amendment was
proposed committing the Society to the belief' in the absolute truth
of Christ's teaching: and utterances, and that His authority is final.'
What followed we take from a contemporary report in our columns,
the accuracy of which has never been called into question: 'Now
came one of the saddest moments in the history of the C.M.S. Canon
Guy Rogers objected to the expression of belief in the truth of all our.
Lord's .utterances. The Bishop of Hereford did the same. Dr.,
Bardsley said that such a .going-back on the Resolution of July 12th
would not lead to peace, and would cause several resignations of
missionaries in Asia. The Bishop of Truro could not accept thy word
" utterances" if it .implied that our Lord's view of Psalm ex. and
the Book of Jonah was to be depended on. The opposition to the
passing of the amendment with the words " and utterances" was so
great that Bishop Ingham withdrew the two words" and utterances." ,
In the light of that quotation any talk of. essential unity among
Evangelicals is a mockery. It was precisely because they regarded
such differences as vital that loyal Evangelicals withdrew from the
Society, and nothing has occurred in the intervening period to cause
them to alter their views. It will take more than the findings of
Cheltenham to persuade them that nco-Evangelicalism is anything
but a dry-rot eating its way into the heart of Evangelicalism. 'Never
was the threat against Evangelicalism greater,' said Canon Wilson.
We agree, but from what quarter does the threat come 1 From
Modernism and from Sacerdotalism, and with each of these foes the
!feo-Evangelicals are prepared to trifle. How far they have advanced
towards Modernism we have already indicated. They have not progressed so far as yet to a rapprochement with the sacerdotalists, but
the danger is not negligible. By their policy of fraternizing and
minimizing essential differences they h;l.ve done much to deaden the
conscience of Evangelicals; in fact the lamentable apathy so long
prevalent amongst Evangelicals in regard to the Romeward drift may
be traced very largely to them.
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" If the gaps that exist between those who profess and call themselves Evangelicals are manifest in the sphere of doctrine, they are
even more patent in the practical activities of Evangelical life. Take
the administration of trust patronage, on which, humanly speaking,
the Evangelical witness in the Church of England depends to-day.
What do we find! We find one group of trusts of which the Simeon
Trust and the Church Patronage Trust may be taken as fairly representative, which reserves its choicest livings for members of the neoEvangelical school, and the remainder for men who are known to be
averse from controversy. We~find a second group, which is less partial
to the neo-Evangelicals, but equally suspicious of Evangelical clergy
who are prepared, at all costs, to put principles before personalities.
Lastly we have a smaller group, the only group which can be relied
upon to give fair play to those Evangelical clergy who have the courage
to wear two unfashionable labels, Church Association and Bible Churchmen's Missionary Society. Between the Groups and the Fellowship
of Evangelical Churchmen there is mutual distrust, and the disunion is
accentuated by the fact that there is a large body of Evangelical opinion,
which, though doctrinally conservative, is without the courage of its convictions, and is prepared to go to almost a,ny length in compromising
Evangelical truth and isolating Evangelical stalwarts, if it can thereby
secure some outward shadow of unity. To this section the verbiage
of the Cheltenham findings will doubtless appeal. It was by such an
expedient that they sought to keep the C.M.S. intact in 1922, and it
might have been thought that its manifest failure would have taught
them a lesson. But there are some who never learn.. It is quite
evident from the proceedings at Cheltenham that the formation of
the B.C.iVLS. has been a heavier blow at this insidious policy of compromise than official Evangelicalism realized, a blow not to be measured
in its effect in terms of pounds, shillings, and pence. It was a warning
that there is a breaking-point in loyalty to Evangelical institutions,
a reminder that there are still Evangelicals who put Evangelical truth
above societies that are prepared to trifle with it. The warning may
have to be repeated, for the C.M.S. is not an isolated case. There
are disquieting signs in more than one Evangelical society, for the
neo-Evangelicals, having captured the C.M.S., are not resting there.
They are out for further conquests, and only those Evangelicals who
are called upon to fight what is often a lonely battle in the committeeroom of Evangelical societies know the extent of the peril.
" We shall doubtless be told that in criticizing the fallacies of Cheltenham we are doing a grave disservice to the cause of Evangelicalism;
that in view of the crisis of Prayer-Book Revision, it behoves all Evangelicals of whatever colour to forget their differences, and to rally
round the flag. To this we reply that Sacerdotalism and Modernism
can only be fought effectively by those who are prepared to fight
them wholeheartedly. The neo-Evangelicals are not wholehearted
fighters; they are not even wholehearted enemies of those twin foes.
'l'hey are quite prepared to venture a little way on the sacerdotal
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pathway and a considerable distance on the modernist pathway. It
is only the more extreme developments of those systems that make
them hesitate, and by that time the position is hopelessly compromised.
For it must not be forgotten that the integrity of the Prayer Book
is menaced not only by the sacerdotalists but also by the modernists.
It is tile former who have attracted the most attention, but the designs
of the latter are equally 'sinister, if less blatantly advertised, and in
opposing them, we can expect no help from the neo-Evangelicals.
The battle, humanly speaking, can only be won by those who are
convinced that the basis of the Prayer Book is implicit fidelity to
Holy Scripture, and arc resolved to ma,intain that basis at all costs."

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
OUR hearty thanks are tendered to all friends who forwarded gifts
for our Sales of Work.
The Anniversary of the Hornsey Rise Home was celebrated on
July 3rd, when the Chapel was well filled, the service being conducted
by the Rev. H. Popham, of Eastbourne.
Meetings in the interest of the Society have been arranged to take
place at High Wycombe, on Aug. 2nd.; Tadworth, Aug. 12th; Waltonon-the-Naze, Aug. 19th; Homerton Row, Aug. 20th; and Fulham,
Aug. 26th.
God willing, the Foundation Stone of the New Infirmary at Hornsey
Rise will be laid by Sir Thomas Inskip, at 3 o'clock in the. afternoon
of Thursday, Sept. 24th, and we shall be glad if friends will keep the
date free.

i1iebie\1lfi anlJ j}..oticefi of 16oob.
TABERNACLE TYPES Ai'lD TEACHINGS.. By Various Contributors.
Edited by W. S. Martin and A. Marshall. Price 10s. 6d. (Stauley
Martin & Co. Ltd., 12, Charterhouse Square, London, E.C.I.)
This is a handsome volume, printed in good type, and beautifully
illustrated with seventeen pictures relating to the Tabernacle, the
Offerings, etc. With the exception of the editors the writers are all
anonymous. There is much excellent teaching found within its pages,
but on some points we feel obliged regretfully to differ from the
authors.
In the chapter on "Gifts and Sacrifices" the author speaks of
the Burnt Offering, the Meal Offering, and Peace Offering, as " gifts,"
while he speaks of the Sin Offering and the Trespass Offering as
" sacrifices for sins." He says no mention is made of sin in reference
to the first three offerings. But surely sin is implied when in reference
to the Burnt Offering we read, " it shall be accepted for him to m(1ke
atonement for him" (Lev. i. 4).
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It is next stated that the first three offerings (Le". i., ii., and iii.)
were" sweet savour" offerings unto the Lord, whereas it is asserted
that" no such remark is made regarding the sacrifices for sins" (page
69). Yet it is expressly declared in Lev. iv. 31, of the Sin Offering,
that it was" a sweet savo'!! unto the Lord." Moreover in Ephes. v. 2,
our Lord is said to have given Himself "an offering and a sacrifice
to God for a sweet smelling saV01tr." Was not His sacrifice a sacrifice
for sin 1
The author endeavours, as we judge, unsuccessfully to rob this
text of the force we have assigned to it.
The author then goes on to say that" all the offerings prior to the
point of time indicated by Lev. iv. and v. were of the nature of gifts,
and not one of them of the nature of a sacrifice for sins (page 69). He
proceeds to argue that the offerings of Abel and Noah in Genesis
were not offerings for sin. We prefer the view that sacrifices for sin
originated when God clothed our guilty parents with the s1.'ins of an
animal slain, as we believe, as a sacrifice for sin. The Burnt Offerings
of the patriarchs were, we believe, to make atonement for sin.
In the chapter on the Atonement it is stated that no Burnt Offering
was offered in connection with the Sin Offering for the people. Surely
this is a mistake (see Lev. xvi. 5, 24).
On page 81, the writer says of Christ: "He took our sius ' down
to ,the grave, and left them.''' But surely our Lord" put away sin
by the sacrifice of Himself." When He had offered up Himself once
for all on the cross He there and then and for ever put away the sins
of His people. He carried them up to the tree, but not to the grave.
In the language of another: "He was laid in the grave, not as then
the sin-bearer, but as the Holy One Who hacl borne the full penalty."
On page 82 the author fails to realize that Repentance and Faith
are Divinely provided (see Acts v. 31; and Ephes. ii. 8).
The intermediate state is dealt with on pages 84 and 85. The teaching on this subject seems to us to be open to very grave objection.
The author quotes the words, " There shall be no man in the tabernacle of the congregation when he goeth in to make an atonement
in the holy place, until he come out, and have made an atonement
for himself and for his household, and for all the congregation of
Israel" (Lev. xvi. 17).
On the basis of this passage he teaches that Christ is now "the
sole occupant of the heaveuly courts." He denies that our Lord
entered heaven immediately after His death. I ot until His ascension,
he teaches, did His entrance into heaven take place. He goes on
to deny that any departed believer is now in heaven, nor will be until
Christ returns from heaven. All departed believers are, he suggests,
waiting outside heaven until Christ comes again. We feel obliged to
take strong exception to all this teaching. In the first place we
believe that when our Lord was on the cross He, as the High Priest
of His people, was then ministering in the heavenly tabernacle. By
virtue of His Godhead He was in heaven and on the cross at the
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same time, and while on the cross He offered Himself then and there
without spot to God. While on the cross He finished the work of
redemption. His human soul entered heaven immediately it left· the
body. He" entered in once into the holy place, having obtained
eternal redemption" (Heb. ix. 12). He entered then on the day of
His death. If He did not enter then, and only entered forty days
after His resurrection, we should logically have to say that He is
still presenting 01' offering His blood fO)' sin (see Heb. ix. 7), and that
His atoning sacrifice will not be "mown to be finished until He comes
forth at His second coming.
We commend to our readers the following remarks on this subject
by the late Archdeacon Taylor, of Liverpool, in a paper read at the
Evangelical Protestant Union Conference. We printed this valuable
paper in full in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for March, 1910.
The Archdeacon says:
" By some it is held that when our Lord entered into heaven, forty
days after the resurrection, He took with Him His precious blood
and sprinkled it, as it were, on the Throne, and so purified the heaveuly
things themselves from the defilement of man's guilt; jnst as the
High Priest, after he offered the Sin Offering at the altar of Burnt
Offering, took a bowl of the blood and sprinkled it on the mercyseat.
" I cannot" I confess, hold that view. It would interpose a strange
and abnormal delay between the completion of the sacrifice and the
application of it in the Holy of Holies, i.e., in heaven itself.
" Look at the type. The sprinkling of the blood was simply the
last detail of one continuous transaction; it followed immediately
on the completion of the sacrifice. I do not suppose that more than
forty seconds elapsed between the two actions-not forty days. The
high priest had ouly to walk some thirty feet from the brazen altar,
through the out~r compartment of the Tabernacle, to reach the Ark
in the inner one; in fact, the completion of the sacrifice and the
subsequent sprinkling of the blood on the mercy-seat were as nearly
as was possible instantaneous or simultaneous. It could not be more
so under the circumstances. I take it, therefore, that as soon as ever
the sacrifice was completed by the death of the Sacred Victim, by
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ, that moment the precious
blood was sprinkled, as it were, in heaven, i.e., applied by the great
High Priest Himself, and at the same moment accepted by the eternal
Father.
" The proof of this was in the rent veil. St. Matthew tells us that
as soon as ever Christ gave up the Ghost, ' So the veil of the temple
was rent in twain from the top to the bottom' (rivii. 51), which
indicated the completion and acceptance of the sacrifice, and the
removal of every barrier to free, unrestricted access into the immediate
presence of our now reconciled God and Father.
" And further, I take it, that through that rent veil, as it were, the
human soul of Christ, in hypostatic union with the person of the
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Eternal Son of God, entered into the presence of God as the sinless
representative of the redeemed (Luke xxiii. 403, 406).
" As their representative He had borne the guilt of their sins on
His body on the tree, but with His expiring breath that guilt was
expiated, and thus even before His formal ascension, He as our forerunner entered for us within the veil. This, however, was, so to
speak, by anticipation, an immediately taking possession of the
redeemed and restored inheritance."
We would also refer our readers to some very valuable pages on
this subject in Professor Smeaton's work on "The Doctrine of the
Atonement as Taught by the Apostles," pages 409-51, 380-383. We
printed some of these pages in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for June, 1923,
page 269, under the title, "Christ's Entrance into the Holiest." In
the second place we think that to deny that departed believers are
now in heaven is contrary to the teaching of the New Testament.
The writer says: "No disembodied soul can be admitted to the
presence of the living God." "It is only by anticipation," he says,
" that we can think of heaven and the presence of God as peopled
with the saved of all ages." For ourselves we believe that paradise,
into which the penitent thief entered, means heaven (see 2 Cor. xii.
2,40). Stephen saw Jesus standing on the right hand of God in heaven,
and expected to be received by Him into heaven.
The Apostle was confident that" to be absent from the body" was
" to be present with the Lord" Who is in heaven (2 Cor.. v. 8). He
knew that at his departure he would go to be "with Christ," and
where is Christ 1 He is in heaven (see Phil. i. 23).
It seems to us that the statement concerning the High Priest on the
day of Atonement in Lev. xvi. 17 is a very flimsy foundation Oll
which to base the teaching given under the head of " The Intermediate
State" in this volume.
We regret to have to draw attention to what we consider serious
blemishes in a volume otherwise excellent.
We have received a pamphlet entitled, "I don't like Calvinism,"
by the late Thomas Bradbury, :r.:rinister of Grove Chapel. Pp. 11,
price 2d., post free. (Sovereign Grace Union, The Parsonage, 98,
Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.5.)
THE BEST BOOK OF ALL. By Dr. F. J. Hamilton. Pp. 48, price 3d.
(D. Catt, 740, Strand, London, W.C.2.)
This is a very excellent pamphlet giving in reliable and compact
form a history of our English Bible. In view of the Quatercentenary
of Tyndale's New Testament it is specially valuable just now.

THE Scriptures are perfect, being spoken by the Word of God and
His Spirit.-Irenreus.

