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THE PROMISES AND THE PROMISER.

., He is faithful that promised."-HEBREws x. 23.
THESE words are intended to bring e-omfort to the hearts of GOD'S
people. The GOD in Whom they trust hath given to them exe-eeding great and precious promises, and they are assured that what He
hath promised He will perform; for" He is faithful that promised."
We can fully rely on Him to perform all His promises. He is " Our
performing GOD." We may
"Tell of His wondrous faithlulness,
And sound His power abroad;
Sing the sweet promise of His grace,
And our performing GOD."
(Waits.)
He is the" GoD, That cannot lie." He is " the faithful GOD, Which
keepeth Covenant and mercy with them that love Him and keep
His commandments, to a thousand generations" (Deut. vii. 9).
GOD'S promises to His people are many in number. Some of
them stand out more prominently than others. To these outstanding promises we desire to draw our readers' attention.
1. There is the great outstanding promise of a SAVIOUR.
This is a very ancient promise. It was made first in the garden
of Eden after man had sinned. GOD then, in mercy and grace,
promised the advent of the SEED of the woman Who would bruise
the head of the serpent (Gen. iii. 15). Though the meaning of the
promise was to some extent dark and obscure, it denoted that ONE
would come Who would administer a deadly blow to "that old
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serpent, called the Devil, and Satan," and thus bring about the
salvation of GOD'S chosen people. The promise was repeated to
Abraham, Moses, David, Isaiah, and to the prophets generally.
Through Abraham's SEED (i.e., CHRIST) all the families of the earth
were to be spiritually, as well as temporally, blessed. The promised SAVIOUR was to combine in Himself the three offices of
.. PROPHET, PRIEST, and KING. His prophetic office was foretold
through Moses. "I will raise them up a PROPHET from among
their brethren, like unto thee, and will put My words into His
mouth; and He shall speak unto them all that I shall command
Him" (Deut. xviii. 18).
His priestly office was foretold through David. "Tholl art a
PRIEST for ever after the order of Melchizedek " (Psa. ex. 4). His
kingly office was foretold by Jeremiah and by other prophets.
"Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto
David a righteous BRANCH, and a KING shall reign and prosper,
and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth. In His days
J udah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is
His name whereby He shall be called, THE LORD OUR
RIGHTEOUSNESS" (Jer. xxiii. 5, 6).
He was to be at once" SON of man," " SON of Abraham," " SON
of David" and" the SON of GOD." AJ; prophet He was to bring
the joyful news of salvation to GOD'S people. As priest He was
to secure the blessings of salvation by His atoning sacrifice, and as
king He was to be the LORD, RULER, and GUIDE of His people.
To the prophet Isaiah was revealed the substitutionary work of
the promised SAVIOUR. He was to be wounded for the transgressions of His people and bruised for their iniquities. The chastisement or ptmishment which their sins merited was to be upon Him,
and by means of His substitutionary sufferings they were to be
healed, justified, and saved.
All the Old Testament saerifices typified CHRIST'S great and onlyefficacious saerifice, and to Him all the prophets bore witness that
throu,gh His Name whosoever believed on Him would receive
remission of sins (see Acts x. 43).
The promise of a SAVIOUR was continually repeated. How much
must the hearts of Old Testament saints have been cheered by its
frequent repetition in one form or another. How much they must
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bave looked forward to its fulfilment. At last prophetic testimony
ceased, and for four hundred years after Malachi there was silence.
Then the silence was broken, and the angel Gabriel announced the
birth of the SAVIOUR'S forerunner. Later, Zacharias, filled with
the HOLY GHOST, said, "Blessed be the LORD GOD of Israel; for
He hath visited and redeemed His people, and hath raised up an
horn of salvation for us in the house of His servant David." The
silenee of the night was broken by the wonderful appearance of an
angel to the shepherds of Bethlehem. " Fear not: " he said, " for,
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all
people. For unto you i.s born this d(J/Ij ,in the mty of David a SAVIOUR,
whieh is CHRIST the LORD." Shortly afterwards, the aged Simeon
was able to take the infant SAVIOUR into His arms, and say, " Mine
eyes have seen thy SALVATION." His eyes beheld JESUS '\'ho was
"to save His people from their sins" (see Luke i. 17, 68, 69; li.
10, 11, 30). GOD had kept His promise. So that later on Paul
was able to say, "Of this man's seed hath GOD, according to His
promise, raised unto Israel a SAVIOUR, JESUS" (Acts xiii. 23).
GOD was thus faithfuL The promise which He had made unto
the fathers, He fulfilled unto their children, (See Acts xiii, 32, 33.)
The SAVIOUR came. He lived, taught, wrought, and died for the
sa.tvation of His people. He gave His life as their ransom. He
shed His blood for the remission of their sins, and having been
delivered on accolmt of their offences, He rose from the dead
because He had by His obedienee unto death secured their justification. Subsequently He ascended into heaven, and sat down on
the throne of the lIiAJESTY in the heavens. To that throne He had
been Divinely exalted" to be a PRINCE and a SAVIOUR, for to give
repentanee to Israel, and forgiveness of sins." We who are members of the LORD'S family have tasted of His grace. We realize
that He hath loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own
blood, and we give to Him the sole glory of our salvation, He
bought us with His blood. He sought us and quickened us by His
SPIRIT. He brought us back to the fold. He, and He alone, is
all our SALVATION and all our desire. Our GOD hath saved us, not
aecording to our works but according to His Own purpose and grace
given to us in CHRIST before the world began. To Him be the
whole glory. To the FATHER Who eternally loved us, to the SoN

326

The Gospel Magazine

Who redeemed us, and to the HOLY GHOST Who quickened us, be
all the glory of our eternal salvation. IVe dare not appropriate
_to ourselves the least bit of praise or glory. We owe our salvation
solely to the good pleasure of GOD'S will and" to the praise of the
glory of His grace" (Ephes. i. 3-6).
2. The second outstanding promise is the promise of the 'pouring
out of the SPIRIT. We could never have come into the enjoyment
of the blessings of salvation apart from the operations of the SPIRIT.
It is His office to convict of sin, and make us feel our need of the
SAVIOUR. It is His office to quicken the dead in sin, and to turn
them from darkness to light. It is His office to testify of CHRIST
to the soul, and thus to assure the convicted and alarmed sinner
that CHRIST has stood in his place and met the law's claims in his
stead. He enables the sinner to lean by faith on the blood and
righteousness of CHRIST, and thus brings the sinner into the enjoyment of pardon and peace by faith in CHRIST.
"To GOD the SPIRIT'S name
Immortal worship give,
Whose new-creating power
Makes the dead sinner live;
His work completes the great design,
And fills the soul with joy Di\~ne."
The outpouring of the SPIRIT was Divinely promised. The outstanding passage is J oel ii. 28. GOD said, "I will pour out My
SPIRIT upon all flesh." The LORD JESUS renewed this promise on
the night of His betrayal. "I will pray the FATHER, and He shall
give you another COMFORTER, that He may abide with you for
ever." The FATHER will send Him in My Name was the promise.
"Behold I send the promise of My FATHER upon you." The
disciples were" to wait for the promise of the Father." At length
our LORD, "having received of the FATHER the promise of the
HOLY GHOST," poured Him forth upon His assembled people.
(See Luke xxiv. 49; Acts i. 4; ii. 33.)
The result was that the apostles preached the Gospel" in demonstration of the SPIRIT and of power," and their message came to
their bearers, "not in word only, but also in power, and in the
HOLY GHOST, and in much assurance " (l Thess. i. 5). They were
endued with power from on high, and with great power gave they
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witness of the resurrection of the LORD JESUS, and of other kindred
truths. The marvellous-effects of their ministry were due to·" the
power of the SPIRIT OF GOD" (Rom. xv. 18, 19). That same
power is at work to-day. All the saved owe their salvation to the
secret operations of the SPIRIT. "Not by works of righteousness
which we have done, but according to GOD'S mercy He saved us,
by the tcashing 0/ regeneration, and renewing 0/ the HOLY GHOST;
which He shed on us abundantly, through JESUS CHRIST our SAVIOUR;
t,hat being justified by His grace, we should be made heirs according
to the hope of eternal life " (Tit. iii. 5-7). Our ascended SAVIOUR
still dispenses the promised SPIRIT to His people. They" have
an unction from the HOLY ONE," and" know all things." The
anointing which they have received from Him abideth in them,
and the indwelling SPIRIT is continually teaching, comforting,
aiding, and strengthening the people of GOD. (See 1 John ii. 20, 27.)
3. Thirdly, the next outstanding promise relates to the blessings 0/
salvation,.
This promise includes :1. The blessing of justification. This was the great blessing
promised to people of all nations through Abraham's SE,ED (i.e.,
CHRIST). "The Scripture, foreseeing that GOD would justify the
heathen through faith, preached before the Gospel unto Abraham,
saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed." They would be
blessed with the great blessing of justification. That is to say,
CHRIST'S obedience unto death would be put down to their account,
would be imputed to them, and on the ground of His righteousness
being imputed to them they would be declared righteous or Divinely
justified. Referring to this blessing the apostle says, "If the
inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: but GOD gave it
to Abraham by promise" (Gal. iii. 8, 18, 22).
2. There is the promise 0/ Etemal 11;/e. The apostle uses the
words, "In hope of eternal life, which GOD, That cannot lie, promised before the world began" (Tit. i. 2). This promise was
doubtless made to CHRIST in the interests of His people. The
promise of life is a promise of a life which is in CHRIST. (See 2
Tim. i. 1.) It is a promise also made to all GOD'S people. "This
is the promise that He hath promised us, even eternal life" (1 John
ii. 25; v. 11, 12).
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3. There is the promise of a kingdom. "Hath not GOD chosen
the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which
He hath promised to them that love Him ~" (Jas. ii. 5). These are
some of the blessings which are comprehended in the eternal salvation of GoD'S beloved and chosen people.
4. A fourth great promise is the prornise of ou.r LORD'S Second
Corning.
He is coming again to welcome into heavenly Mansions His
redeemed people. His promise is, " I will come again, and receive
you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also" (John
xiv. 3).
Scoffers in the last days will say, " 'Where is the promise of His
coming ~ " (2 Pet. iii. 3, 4). They are virtually saying this to-day.
One of the speakers at the Modernist Conference last year said,
" The Modernist believes in neither a descent, an ascension, nor a
return of CHRIST." But" the LORD is not slack concerning His
promise." He will faithfully fulfil it in due course to the everlasting
benefit of His redeemed people.
5. La,stly, there is the ou.tstanding promise of new heavens and a
new earth.
"'Ve, according to His promi,se, look for new heavens and a new
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness" (2 Pet. iii. 13).
The present heavens shall pass away, and the earth and the
works therein shall be burned up. Magnificent palaces, cathedrals,
abbeys, churches, and halls will all be burned up. Paintings and
ancient manuscripts and books which are now sold for fabulous
prices will all be destroyed. Everything which ministers to
human pride, and which betokens human greatness, will pass away.
The people of GOD, however, look beyond all these things to the
new heavens and the new earth. GOD will then wipe away all
tears from the eyes of His people, "and there shall be no more
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any. more
pain" (Rev. xxi. 1-4).
He is faithful Who hath promised these things. He has fulfilled
some of His great promises. He is fulfilling daily many of the
promises scattered throughout His Word. He will fulfil all His
promises. Not one thing will fail of all the good things which He
has promised. His word of promise shall stand for ever. His
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promises of st.rength, of guidance, of comfort., and of support are
all reliable.
The GOD of the promises is the faithful GOD. His counsel is
immutable. He is our GOD, the GOD in Whom we trust.. We can
say with J oseph Hart,
" This GOD is the GOD we adore,
Our faithful unchangeable FRIEND;
Whose love is as large as His power,
And neither knows measure nor end.
'Tis JESUS the FmsT and the LAST,
Whose SPIRIT shall guide us safe home;
We'll praise Him for all that is past,
And trust Him for all that's to come."

Whiting/on Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).
THE

AN OLD CLERGYMAN AND THE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION.
IN a new year's booklet written by the late Rev. George Everard
many years ago, there occurred an interesting story of an old clergyman
who, after his conversion, found special comfort in the doctrine of
Election.
The late Canon Hoare, of Tunbridge Wells, was at one time stationed
at Richmond. There was then an old clergyman in his congregation
who had fallen into evil ways, and had been compelled to give up
his parish. Canon Hoare felt full of despair of his ever turning to
the Lord. One day, however, the Canon, with his Bible under his
arm, was going to teach some young people. He saw this old clergyman on his door-step. He thought that he wanted him to sign a
paper, and asked him if that were his errand. The old man was at
first silent. Then the Canon said, " Are you anxious about your soul! "
The old man in response burst into a flood of tears. Then in the
Canon's study the old man said, " Is there any mercy for an old sinner
like me!" The story of pardon through the blood of Christ was
repeated by the Canon, and after a time this old clergyman was enabled
by Divine grace to rejoice in Christ as His own Saviour. Not long
afterwards he found special delight in the doctrine of Election, and
said, "Had it not been for God's Own sovereign and electing grace
I never should have been brought into His kingdom." For three years
afterwards he lived a consistent, happy, Christian life. Never before
had his wife experienced such kindness and such peace. (This is culled
from a new year's address by the late Rev. G. Everard, entitled, " For
Christ, With Christ, In Christ "-1895.)
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GOD'S CREATIVE WORD.
IIl.-LIFE.

"And God saw every thing that He had made, and, behold, it u'as very
good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day."GENESIS i. 31.
WE have already in previous articles thought of God's creative
word in reference to light, and in reference to the earth. We have
~een how God separated the waters from the solid earth, how He
made the earth fruitful, and how He also illuminated it with the
heavenly bodies. Thus in the first four days, light, the heavens,
the earth, vegetation, and the heavenly bodies were called into
being.
If we could have viewed these marvellous manifestations of
Divine power from a distance, we should have seen a beautiful
earth, fruitful in all kinds of vegetation, bounded by the seas,
and illuminated by the sun, moon, and stars, but wherever we
looked we should have seen no signs of animal life. No birds flew
about in the air, no fish swam in the seas, no animals roamed in
the forests, and no human being walked erect in the earth. The
earth was like a mansion beautifully furnished, but without, a
tenant. Dead silence prevailed. The music of the birds could not
be heard, and the movements which characterize the presence of
animal life were absent. Every prospect pleased, but there was
so far no life. The work of the next two days, however, revealed
God as the Creator and Source of animal life. We see His creative
word originating and producing life, life in the air, life in the waters,
life on the solid earth.
1. First, observe that God by His creative word made the waters to
abound with sea-monsters and with all kinds of fish.
" God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving
creature that hath life . . . And God created the great sea-monsters,
and every living creature that moveth, which the waters brought
forth abundantly, after their kinds" (Gen. i. 20, 21, R.V.).
Living fish came into being at His word. The waters swarmecl
with them. They owed their being to His creative word. All the
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various and different kinds of fish were there and then created by
-God. "God (YT'eated the grea,t sea-monsters, and every living
creature that moveth, which the waters brought forth abundantly,
afte·r their kinds." No evolution of one kind of fish from another
is here suggested, but a direct creative act of God by which all the
various kinds of fish were brought into being.
2. Secondly, we learn that God IYIj His (YT'eative word made the air
to abound with fowl.
He said, " Let fowl fly above the ~arth in the open fi.rmament of
heaven." Then it is added, "God created . . . every winged
fowl after its kind" (R.V.).
Sparrows, robins, thrushes, blackbirds, chaffinches, starlings, and
all the other kinds of birds, small and large, all came into being at
His word. They are all the direct work of His hands. In His
mercy He filled the air with their music. Moreover, of the fish
and the fowl which He created we read, " God blessed them, saying,
Be fruitful, aud multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let
fowl multiply in the earth."
Thus God decreed that they should go on multiplying. The
power of reproduction was Divinely imparted, with the result that_
the sea is always full of fish, and the air always abounds with birds.
Divine power and purpose caused the continuity of life in sea aud
air. In so far as our food supply consists of fish and fowl we owe
the continued supply to the Divine power manifested, and the
Divine purpose expressed, at the Creation.
3. Thirdly, we lea.m that God IYIj His (YT'eative word made the earth
to abound with all kinds of animals.
" And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature
after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth
after his kind: and it was so. And God made the beast of the
earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing that
creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw that it was
good" (verses 24, 25).
Living creatures, cattle, creeping things, and beasts all came into
being at the word of the Lord. The various kinds and species of
animals owe their being directly to His creative word. The second
chapter of Genesis shows that as " the Lord God formed man of the
dust of the grotmd," so "out of the ground the Lord God formed
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every beast of the field, and every fowl of tbe air" (verses 7, 19).
. 4. Fourthly, we learn that God by His creative word created man.
The crown of God's creative work was the creation of man. "God
said, Let us make man in our image ... So God created man in
His Own image, in the image of God created He him; male and
female created He them" (verses 26, 27).
God made many species or kinds of fisb, fowl, and beasts, but
He only made one species of human beings. The words" male and
female, etc." are literally" a male and a female created He them."
Thus only one pair was created, and from them the whole human
race has sprung. "He made of one every nation of men for to
dwell on all the face of the earth" (Acts xvii. 26, R.V.). Adam
was first formed. With a rib taken from Adam the Lord God
builded a woman, and from them sprang the entire human race.
Our Lord specially quotes the record of man's creation given in
Genesis i. 27. He says, " Have ye not read, that He which made
them at the beginning made them male and female 1 "-literally
"a male and a female."
The inspired apostle endorses this record of the creation of man
when he says, " Adam was first formed, then Eve" (1 Tim. ii. 13 ;
Genesis ii. 21, 22).
Man was thus a special creation. The theory of Evolution
which teaches that man is a development from an ape-like creature
is wholly contrary to the creation narrative, the truth of which
is endorsed by our Lord, and by the Apostle Paul. The spiritual
article which appears in the Times every Saturday declared in the
issue of that journal on January 20th last, that" Christian apologists
have ceased to ' defend' the Creation stories of the early chapters
of Genesis." That is no doubt true, but it cannot be said that
such so-called "Christian apologists" are following Christ when
they reject the Creation narratives. It ouly shows how far removed
from the teaching of their Master these apologists have become.
For ourselves we unhesitatingly accept the teaching of Him by
INhom all things were created in preference to the teaching of these
so-called" Christian apologists." In this connection it is refreshing
to read that Sir William Dawson, President of McGill University,
once said, " I know nothing about the origin of man, except what
I am told in the Scripture-that God created him. I do not know
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anything more than that, and I do not know of anybody who does."
(The New Geology, by Professor McCready Price, p. 693.)
When God created man He blessed both Adam and Eve, and
said unto them, "Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the
earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea,
and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that
moveth upon the earth."
Clearly it was God's purpose that man should be fruitful. He
endowed him with the power of propagating his species. It was
God's declared purpose that man should multiply and fill the earth.
His offspring were not to congregate in one part of the earth, but
to spread abroad. When sin entered, men tried to defeat this
Divine purpose. They conspired together to build a city and a
tower to prevent their being " scattered abroad upon the face of
the whole earth." God, however, confounded their language, and
" scattered them abroad upon the face of all the earth " (Gen. xi.
4-9).

It is natural for parents to keep their children under one roof
as long as possible, but the time comes in the providence of God
when one and another of the family are called to other towns or
to other countries. Sometimes this call is connected with business.
At other times it is connected with the command of Christ to preach
the Gospel to every creature. It is a consolation to godly parents
to know that if some of their children are in distant parts of the
earth their residence there is in accordance with the Divine purpose
expressed at the creation. Moreover, if some of our sons and
daughters are called to make known the Gospel in distant countries,
what a comfort it is to know that they are doing so in obedience to
the command of their glorified Master. The propagation of the
human race is another point in the creation narrative which calls
for notice. It is common knowledge, made familiar to us by the
daily newspaper, that the birth-rate in this and in other countries
is far lower than in former times. Small families are the rule
rather than the exception. Even an only son or an only daughter
is now more common than in former days. Doubtless in some
cases this state of things is undesigned, and is due to causes beyond
human control. But it is clear that in a large number of instances
there is a deliberate attempt being made in one way or another to

•
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go contrary to the purpose of God expressed at the beginning.
Much sympathy was expressed when, during the war, an only son
fell in battle, but it was pointed out by one prominent writer that
in large numbers of cases the parents were responsible for the
presence of one son only in their homes. We remember reading a
pamphlet by an able Birmingham specialist in which he wrote of
the seriousness of present-day tendencies in this direction, and
pointed out that women with large families were less liable to
disease than were women who were evidently endeavouring to go
contrary to the Divine purpose. Anyhow, a full exposition of
the Creation narrative demands a recognition of the Divine purpose
in regard to the propagation of the human race. We live in days
when the teaching of Scripture is pooh-poohed, and when men
think and act without any thought of its restraining influence, but
we may be sure of this, that a contemptuous disregard for the
teaching of Scripture cannot be indulged in with impunity. "God
is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also
reap" (Gal. vi. 7).
The creation of man affords a remarkable and beautiful •.type
of Christ and His Church. Adam was a type of Christ. He
was" the figure of Him that was to come" (Rom. v. 14). Eve
was doubtless a type of the Church. She was in Adam before she
was formed. So the Church was chosen in Christ before the
foundation of the world. She owed her life to Adam. She was
formed of a living bone taken from Adam. So the Church owes
her spiritual life to Christ. She is His body, in vital union with
Him as the members are with the head.
Adam recognized the woman as part of himself. He said, " This
is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called
Woman, because she was taken out of man." Then he added, " a
man shall leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto
his wife: and they shall be one flesh" (Gen. ii. 21-24). In like
malllll"r God's people are" members of Christ's body, of His flesh,
and of His bones," and the Lord owns them as His Own, and
nourishes them, as a man nourishes and cherishes his own flesh
(Ephes. v. 29-31). . Christ and His people are one. How beautiful
to perceive that away back at the time of the creation God designed
that Adam and his wife should typify Christ and His Church, and
•
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the close and mystical union which exists between them. All this
is lost if with the so-called "Christian apologists" we no longer
believe the Creation narrative.
5. Lastly, we lear-n, that" God saw e:very thing that He had made,
and, belwld, it was very good."
He beheld the heavens above, the earth beneath, the waters
below the earth, and He beheld all that they contained, and He
pronounced all to be very good. No sin marred the universe at
first which God by His creative Word produced, and therefore
there was no death. We are expressly taught that sin entered
into the world by one man, and death by sin. (See Rom. v. 12.) •
Until sin entered therefore there was 'IW death.
It is important to notice that at first God arranged that the
whole 3'limal creation, including man, should be sustained by
vegetabl.J food. Birds, beasts, and man were vegetarians (Gen. i.
29, 30). The beasts of the earth did not prey upon each other. It
would not at first have been possible to see a thrush thrusting its
beak into the soil and bringing up a living worm and consuming -it.
It follows that at first the beasts were not wild and savage. Not till
sin entered and not till after the flood was animal food given by_
God for man's sustenance. (See Gen. ix. 3.) The prophet Isaiah
predicts that a time will come when, "The wolf also shall dwell
with the lamb, and t.he leopard shall lie down with the kid; and
the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little
child shall lead them. And the cow and the bear shall feed;
their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat
straw like the ox. And the sucking child shall play on the hole of
the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice'
den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain"
(Isa. xi. 6-9). Many interpret this passage figuratively, and smile
even at any who interpret it literally
But if, before sin entered this prediction -was true in regard to
the animals now called wild, who shall say that God cannot again
cause the same state of things to exist 1
It is clear that before sin entered every thing was good. There
was no sin, no disease, no death, and no peril of death. Moreover,
the climatic conditions must have been such as to cause no discomfort to man. There were no extremes of heat or cold, both _of
which now often cause death.

336

The Gospel Magazine

It is remarkable that this conclusion is not only deducible from

the Bible narrative, but it is also asserted by geologists. Pro£.
McCready Price in his great work, The New Geology, says, "We
know that a mild and springlike climate once prevailed over all
the arctic regions." Again, he says, " It is certain that in former
times, a climate of perpetual spring prevailed over the entire
globe" (p. 174).
Later, he says, "There is /Jut one climate known to the ancient
fos~il world, as revealed by the plants and animals entombed in the
rocks; and that climate was a mantle of springlike loveliness
which seems to have .prevailed continuously over the whole globe.
Just how the world could have thus been warmed all over may be a
matter of conjecture; that it was so warmed effectively and continuously is a matter of fact" (p. 652). He quotes A. R. Wallace
as saying, "That a warm climate has in former times prevailed
over the whole globe" (p. 653). "In concluding this topic of
climate," Prof. McCready Price says, "'Ve need only summarize
by saying that the fossils, both of plants and of animals, uniformly
. and with absolute consistency, testify that a surprisingly mild and
uniform climate prevailed over the entire globe while these plants
and animals were living. . . . If we listen to the unequivocal
testimony of tropical plants and animals found away to the north,
and even within the arctic regions, we must declare that geology
knows only one climate until this sudden change came; and this
astonishing climate seems to have been practically uniform over
the entire globe. This sudden and world-wide change of climate
is somehow intimately connected with the geological exchange of
land and water and the formation of we know not how much of
the geological deposits, and serves to mark, in the words of
Howorth, the' great-dividing line' between that old world, with
its perpetual summer, and our present world, with its terriiicextremes of heat and cold" (p. 654).
Pro£. McCready Price considers that the Flood in the time of
Noah brought about the great change of climate which we now
have, as compared with th~ climate enjoyed before that vmrkl
catastrophe took place.
He says, in reference to the words of the Apostle Peter, "The
world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished."
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" Evidently, if we are to take these words at their face value, the
design was to make such radical changes in the whole aspect of the
earth as would take away the abundant supply of food for both
man and beast-which had existed from the beginning, and to spoil
that delightful climate which had hitherto made life in the open air
a continuous joy. And no one who studies the record of the
antediluvian climate which we have in the rocks, and compares
that climate with the present extremes of terrific heat and deathdealing cold, can doubt that this purpose was fully accomplished"
(p. 687).

As there was at first no death it follows that none of the things
which now cause death existed, such as extremes of heat and cold,
disease, and accidents.
Sin, however, was soon introduced into the universe. First
came the sin of angelic beings (2 Peter ii. 4), then the sin of our first
parents through the prince of these fallen spirits. Then," As by
one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; so death
passed upon all men," for all Adam's descendants sinned in him
their representative head. All the awful and unspeakable sorrow
and woe of these six thousand years are due to that first sin of
Adam. Blessed be God, however, that ere He created the world
and all things therein, He planned the great Covenant of Grace in
accordance with which it was arranged that His dear Son, as its
Divine Surety, should shed His blood for the remission of sins, and
secure for a chosen and a countless multitude pardon, life, and
glory. Thus the same God Who is the Author of natural life is
also the Author of spiritual and eternal life, and whereas "the
wages of sin is death, the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord" (Rom. vi. 23). The old heavens shall pass away,
and the earth and the works that are therein, all marred by sin,
shall be burned up, but " We, according to His promise, look for
new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness"
(2 Pet. iii. 10, 13). Then the tabernacle of God shall be with men,
" and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and
God Himself shall be with them, and be their God. And God shall
wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no nwre
death, neither sorrow, nor CT!Jing, neither shaU there be any mme
pain" (Rev. xxi. 1-4).
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"Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be
diligent that ye may be found of Him in peace, without spot, and
blameless" (2 Pet. iii. 14).
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

"ALL THINGS WORK TOGETHER."
Is there a pleasure or a sorrow sent
That is not for my best advantage meant?
No: all the ages have the truth confessed
That" ALL TIDNGS" work together for the best.
When unbelief tells my rebellious will
That God's great purposes are standing still,
Faith, resting on His promises sublime,
Sees Love and Wisdom " WORKING" all the time.
Though led in paths that were before unknown,
And providences seem to work alone,
I learn, when they are better understood,
That " all things work TOGETHER" for my good.
Yes: Jesus, my great Intercessor, lives,
And " all things" with His Son my Father gives:
Thus, saved by grace, and ransomed by His blood,
All things must " work together FOR MY GOOD."

May 7th, 1926.

WILLIAM WILEMAN.

MR. NORTHCOTE, of Honiton, a friend of Toplady's, once observed:
" Mr. Toplady believes in absolute predestination, and yet he is loth
to ride on horse-back for fear of breaking his neck."
" True," replied Toplady, " and perhaps that very fear may be an
appointed means of preserving my neck unbroken."-Life of Toplady,
by Thomas Wright, page 67.
" WITH the sea in front and the pursuing host behind, was there
probability of their (Israel) being delivered? But where was in the
end the fury of the Egyptian oppressor? Israel passed through the
ordeal, not only of the Nile, but of the Red Sea, in safety; but Egypt
was smitten and Pharaoh and his host were drowned.
" Again and again God has shown that, when in His favour and under
His protection there is really no need -for His people to fear, however
great and imminent the danger which threatens."-The History of
Israer, by David Baron, pp. 295-6.
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Uapet13.

WELLSPRINGS.
" And of Benjamin he said, The beloved of the Lord shall dwell in safety
by Him.. and the Lord shall cover him all the day long, and he shall
dwell between His shoulders."-DEuT. xxxiii. 12.

THE arrival of the swallows is always a joy to me. I heard the
unmistakable note, early on the Sabbath morn of May 9th, and later
saw the sweet little creatures darting to and fro through the air. My
first inward exclamation struck a sinfully minor note as I said, " What
an England to arrive in!" The National Strike had paralysed us,
and God's children were mourning the sin and reproach which had
again brought His just displeasure. But as quickly the note was
changed to the cheerful song:
.. The birds without barn and storehouse are fed:
From them let us learn to trust for our bread."
My heart went up in gratitude to the God of Providence and of all my
mercies, as I thought how tenderly He dealt with me; how graciously
and abundantly He provided for me; how faithfully He preserved
me in my going out and coming in; how richly He could bless us as
we pursued our sacred services in His house of prayer, sat under the
pure Gospel of God's truth, sang His praises, and realized at the end
of a peaceful, restful, calm, Sabbath Day, how we had been privileged,
blessed, and provided for.
The text which heads this paper stood out in blessed and comforting
assurance. "The beloved of the Lord shall dwell in safety by Him;
and the Lord shall cover him all the day long, and he shall dwell
between His shoulders." Since then a consideration of Benjamin's
history has been a helpful and profitable meditation. I pass it on
therefore to our dear readers, with humble and prayerful hope it may
help them also.
The history surrounding Benjamin, as ~very reader knows, is tender
and pathetic. In Gen. xxxv. we read how his birth cost his mother
her life, and how in passing away she called him Ben-oni, that is, the
son of my sorrow; but his father called him Benjamin, the son of
my right hand. The bereaved Jacob's heart, now so lonely and sad,
centred its affections in his youngest and motherless child. There
was importance attached to the naming of their children in those
patriarchal days, and they often carried prophetic truth with them.
Later, when the patriarch had been so cruelly and deceitfully
deprived of Joseph, we remember how he clung to Benjamin when
his sons returned from Egypt with the message from the lord of that
land that their youngest brother must return with them. Subsequently
Benjamin had to leave his aged father, and Joseph " fell on Benjamin's
neck and wept over him." The aged father presently had all his sons
once more about him.

340

The Gospel Magazine

Now in the blessing of Jacob (Gen. xlix. 27) we have something
which much contrasts with the blessing of Moses in Deut. xxxiii. 12.
Jacob under Divine inspiration speaks of his youngest son, who should
"ravin as a wolf: in the morning he shall devour the prey, and at
night he shall divide the spoil." Moses speaks of " the beloved of the
Lord," who" shall dwell in safety by Him." In the one, I take it, we
may gather the natural life of Benjamin's tribe, and in the other the
spiritual life of every elect vessel of mercy in Benjamin's seed.
Benjamin's was the smallest of the tribes, and they knew much of
fighting and ravining for their possessions. They suffered great
reverses and severe losses. In the Book of Judges we read how there
were destroyed of the Benjamites in one day" twenty and five thousand
and an hundred men." Again, when they were enclosed by their
enemies, who "chased and trod them down," there fell of them
" eighteen thousand men, and all these were men of valour" (Judges
xx. 35, 44). True, then, were the words prophetically uttered,
" Benjamin shall ravin as a wolf."
Then again in Numbers xxvi. we read of the tribe of Benjamin
(coming under the standard of Ephraim) as numbering 45,600, and
as five of his sons are not there mentioned, he may have lost them by
death, and if they died without issue this might account for the smallness of this tribe. But anyhow, Benjamin has his portion and his
appointed lot. It is beautiful'to trace with this thought in view how
wondrously well "little Benjamin" was provided for. Do we see
Joseph's love and solicitude for his brethren 1 Yes, and we also read
how" Benjamin's mess was five times as much as that of his elder
brothers" (Gen. xliii. 34), how the cup was found in Benjamin's sack,
which was, though they understood it not, " a token for good and not
of evil" (xliv. 12), and how Joseph " fell upon his brother Benjamin's
neck and wept; and Benjamin wept upon his neck" (xlv. 14). We see,
too, the equality of blessing from Mount Gerizim when the smallest
as well as the largest tribe come under Moses' charge to bless the people
(Deut. xxvii. 12), and we come to the words of our text and consider
the richness of the promise, " The beloved of the Lord shall dwell in
safety by Him." What a title to covet! The beloved of Jehovah!
Loved in the Lord with an everlasting love; dwelling in safety through
Covenant relationship; sheltered beneath the wings of Omnipotence;
covered from the prey of the enemy; hidden from the tempter's
power under the covert of the precious, all-atoning, all-preserving
blood.
Again, one notices that, in spite of his being the smallest of the
tribes, yet Benjamin has his portion as much detailed as the larger or
largest. Geographically, Benjamin's lot was" through the mountains,"
" through the wilderness"; near the hill; to the well of waters; to
the valley of the giants; to the stone of Bohan; to the salt sea. All
this, as we read in Joshua xviii., has its significance to the spiritual
mind of the reader. The casting of the lot and" the whole disposing
thereof is of the Lord" to all His sons and daughters, who as Benjamin
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are made to "dwell in safety by Him." Everyone has his or her
appointed portion, and none shall lack one good thing of all the Lord
hath promised. The twelve loaves on the table of shewbread, representjng a whole loaf for each tribe, as also the twelve stones in the
breastplate of the high priest, equal in size and beauty, teach us this
significant lesson, even a whole Christ for every believer.
" Nor shall the meanest Christian say,
That he hath lost his part."
Thus, too, such expressions as we find in Psa. Ixviii. 27, "There is
little Benjamin with their ruler," in the bringing up of the ark; and
in Psa. Ixxx. 2, " Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh stir up
Thy strength and come and save us," are full of sweet and comforting
teaching. Oh, beloved reader, our mercy is the Lord our God despises
not the day of our small things. He seeth not as man seeth. He sees
His blood-bought children in Jesus, and views them there with perfect
complacency. He sees them in His Well-Beloved as having no "spot
or wrinkle or any such thing." He sees them strong in the strength
which God supplies through His beloved Son. We may feel our weakness and increasing infirmities, and need not to be told of them by man,
but He, seeing us in our EI-Shaddai, declares as much of them as of
His literal Israel, "There was not one feeble person among their tribes."
Such is the work of our God, and our hearts in joyful, grateful
adoration exclaim, "I will love Thee, 0 Lord my strength." May we
find our joy and strength increasingly in Him! May we ever be
found in our right and only safe and satisfying dwelling-place, under
the shadow of the Almighty, and may Benjamin's happy portion be
ours, dear reader, as we daily pray that "The beloved of the Lord
shall dwell in safety by Him; the Lord shall cover Him all the day
long, and he shall dwell between His shoulders." In Him " the weak
shall say, I am strong." In His family" the little one shall become
a thousand," and of His work it shall ever be seen, though the beginnings may be small, yet the increase shall confirm His own word, "Who
hath despised the day of small things 1 "
In the last mention of Benjamin's tribe (Rev. vii. 8) we find the
mystical number stands at the same figure with the largest tribes, and
thus" of the tribe of Benjamin were sealed twelve thousand." Yes,
Benjamin shall have his portion; and every true Benjamite shall lack
" no good thing" at the hand of his faithful God.
Thus we see, dear reader, what a rich and sure blessing is that of
every "little Benjamin." In one verse is the blessing of this tribe
summed up, that Benjamin shall certainly and surely have his portion
in a Covenant-making and Covenant-keeping God. Every true
Benjamite (with the Apostle Paul, who claimed his descent from the
tribe of Benjamin, Rom. xi. I, and Phi!. iii..5) shall know what it is
to be " beloved of Jehovah," and shall dwell in safety by Him and
find how "the Lord shall cover him all the day long" from every
enemy that would hurt or assault his soul, and that he shall dwell in
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Christ, between the shoulders of His strength, in blessing and communion. Oh, blessed dwelling-place! Oh, holy, blissful restingplace! Thence may God's people smile at all their foes. They may,
like Job, be stripped of all their earthly joys, but can with him rise
superior to all their losses and say, " I know that my Redeemer liveth."
They may be saddened and depressed in the constant conflict with
Satan, but in their dwelling-place they know how the arrow is blunted
and the poisoned shaft loses its penetrating force. Infirmities may
daily remind them of the loosening of the tent pins, but in their
dwelling-place they find no weakness, no change in Him, Whose years
shall not fail, and Who ever has" the dew of His youth" in unchanging
faithfulness and love. What we would crave, when all these lessons
are upon us, is to be humble, gentle, Christlike, and little in our own
eyes. We would desire to glory in Him, Who is His people's strength
and their mighty God, and Who to His " beloved" ones, His" little
Benjamins," in their safe hiding-place, speaks" comfortably," assures
their heart that He is to them" the same yesterday and to-day and
for ever," and that they are indissolubly one with Him and blessed
thus in time and to eternal days. We referred just now to the Apostle
Paul claiming to be a Benjamite, and is not the dual character of
Benjamin very suggestive of the life of him who became the great
apostle of the Gentiles! Did not Saul of Tarsus indeed" ravin as a
wolf" when he persecuted the Church of God! Was he not" as a
wolf," greedy of his prey on the road to Damascus, when the voice
from heaven arrested him, turned the persecuting Saul into a praying
saint, and the" wolf into a lamb"! This is what grace does, and oh,
the mighty change! A proud, imperious, independent nature brought
down, humbled, and made a willing captive to King Jesus. Dear
reader, is this a word of cheer to you and me! Are we mourning and
sorrowing for sin, and hating that wolfish enemy within us that would
separate us from God and keep us in slavish bondage to Satan! Oh,
God's grace can reach the far-of! ones! The love of Jesus stretches
"unto the uttermost"! The arm of the great Shepherd is strong
enough and long enough to pluck from the wolfish enemy, and the
sheep who has wandered farthest away is fetched home at last! The
precious blood can cleanse the foulest, and the weary and heavy-laden
ones are brought to the Father's house, there to rest in peace and
security and joy. For" the beloved of the Lord shall dwell in safety
by Him, and the Lord shall cover him all the day long, and he shall
dwell between His shoulders."
Oh, Thou that dwelWit between the cherubim, shine !(}Tth, and speak
to every sin-burdened, sin-convinced, needy, longing, hoping heart,
of this their blessed and sure and happy portion in Jesus. He shall see
of the travail of His soul for them and be satisfied. He will see to it
how everyone of His ransomed sheep shall be covered all the day long,
dwell in safety, and be carried between the shoulders of Almighty
Strength, and live with Him hereafter through the blissful ages of
eternity.
R.
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,SttmOnll anll Nottll of ,Srrmonll.
"WHO TOUCHED ME!"

A

SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON, ON
JANUARY 15TH, 1898.

" But Jesus turned Him about; and when He saw her, He said, Daughter,
be of good comfort; thy faith hath made thee whole."-MATTHEW
ix. 22.
THE Word of God elsewhere declares, as we all remember: "Before
honour is humility "-" Before honour is humility." This is God's
appointed order and, consequently, He giveth grace to His people to
humble themselves very low indeed at His footstool ere He lift them
up, exalt them, and place them among the princes, the sons and
daughters-of His people. Nature would have it, dear friends,
exactly the reverse, but God's order will stand. By nature men seek
honour because they are not humble; they seek things, great things,
for themselves, at the expense it may be of others, each seeking the
first place. But God's order is, "The last shall be first, and the first
shall be last," and so it appears in the case of this poor afflicted woman
whose record we have been reading this morning. The grace of
humility was signally given to her. The Lord predisposed her heart
to receive the blessing at His Hands, as in all cases of blessing He does.
He predisposes His people in Inind and heart to receive that which He
is about to co=unicate to them. As the hymn has it:
"The Lord first empties whom He fills,
Casts down whom He would raise."
And it is very blessed for us to recognize this procedure on God's part,
because it preserves us from thinking otherwise, and when the Lord
is pleased to put us in a low place He gives us the key, the key of the
position. When the Lord brings down His people into a low place it is
by so doing that He affords them evidence that He is about to do
them good, that He is about to exalt and prefer them-to advance
them. If you remember and consider the chief historical characters
of Holy Scripture you will find, as no doubt you who search the Scriptures diligently and daily have already found, that when the Lord set
apart anyone of His people for a great work He brought him first
down into a low place, humbled him and proved him and showed him
his personal incapacity, his personal inability to carry out the mind of
God, hence throwing him upon the Divine resources, throwing him
upon the Divine promises-upon the all-sufficiency of Him Who never
fails trusting hearts, nor disappoints hoping hearts. It was thus with
l\ioses, if you remember, when the time came to deliver God's dear
Covenant people out of Egypt. It was so in the case of Isaiah the
prophet when he was entering on his great prophetic mission. It was so
in the case, as you will remember, of JereIniah, who felt himself to be
only a child, and how little therefore able to be a teacher of others-as
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he thought. And, again, it was so in the case of Ezekiel the prophet.
It was so in the case of John the Baptist, and many, many more whose
names and cases occur to your mind. This is God's order·-first to
empty those whom He is about to fill,-to strip of all creature claims
of sufficiency those whom He is about to utilize by His Own gracious
gifts, those whom He has set apart for Himself. The last thus are the
first. And when the Lord does thus bring down the pride of man and
shows man himself-the evil that is in him, his utter destitution of any
good thing, He then proceeds to drop for him crumbs of mercy, causing
him to hunger after that which He has promised. He does not always
and at once bountifully bless the poor and the needy, He deals cautiously, if I may so say, with him. I daresay you have heard sometimes of shipwrecked mariners and passengers who have floated on the
water for a long while on a few planks, and when they have been overtaken by some friendly vessel and taken on board, barely alive, it has
required great wisdom on the part of the rescuers to maintain that life,
and therefore a very little food is given to begin with because it is wise
thus to deal with the weak ones. And so, I think, this is the Lord's
way when He brings His people down, when He puts them in apparent
perils and they realize themselves ready to perish, and He appears in
the morning upon the scene and takes their case in hand for them: it
is not at once that He manifestly and in full blesses them, but here a
little and there a little as they are able to bear it. And, therefore, I
say a few crumbs dropped of purpose from the Lord's table go a long
way to satisfy those who lie low at His feet.
I take the case of this woman as a typical one, and I think it is full
of encouragement. We have often before dwelt upon it, but it is always
fresh whenever the Lord is pleased to make it so, and I hope it is fresh
to us this morning. Full of encouragement, I was about to say, is it
for the Lord's poor and needy people who hope on His mercy and live
like little children on His bounty. This poor woman was very poor,
very needy. All human help it appears had come to nothing. She
had tried, as we read elsewhere, many eartWy physicians, she had
spent much upon them, but still she was no better-in fact, we are
told in one place by the Holy Ghost, she grew worse. Now how she
heard of Jesus we cannot tell-God is His Own Interpreter. We know
that she did come to Jesus, this also-that she was to be found in the
neighbourhood where Jesus was. In the day of the Lord's favour
the Lord is never absent. In the day of the Lord's favour His people
are always found in the right place likewise-the place of preparedness.
The Lord, as I have before said, fits events together. The going out
and the coming in of His people seem so wonderfully pre-arranged;
when the set time arrives to do them good, 10, the sinner and the
Saviour are found face to face. And this poor woman, having heard of
the power and goodness of Jesus, sought Him-sought Him out. Her
need obliged her, and no sinner ever yet came to Jesus but under the
pressure of need, felt ueed. Sinners in the day of God's convincing
power do not need to be argued into coming to Christ for healing or for
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mercy, their need constrains them; they are under a holy, felt, irresistible necessity to come. As we put it sometimes, "they embrace the
Rock for want of a shelter "-" other Refuge have I none." And so
this poor soul, worn with suffering, set out and found Jesus. But how
did she approach Him? You all l.-now she had had a conversation
with her soul already; she had thought the matter over within, and
she said, " I hear such wonders of His power, and He is so full of compassion, that I believe if it might be so that I could but touch the fringe
[tassel, or ribbon] of His garment I should be made whole. And to do
that I need nothing other than to come behind Him and just touch it.
There is great virtue in Him, not in the fringe of His garment, but in
Him virtue resides, salvation abides. If I may but touch, then, the
hem of His garment." You notice that she does not say, "if I may
but hold," but" if I may buttoucb." This argues great faith in this
poor weak one; this argues an overwhelming confidence in His sufficiency; but still there is a trembling of heart about herself. Ah, that
is where Satan often for a moment gets an advantage over awakened
sinners in coming to Christ. Oh, how he labours to get them to look
at themselves, to consider their own unworthiness. For instance,
" Look what an unworthy creature you are, and think of your coming
to .Jesus. Why, Jesus is the King of kings, and the Lord of lords, and
all power is His in Heaven and earth. Angels worship Him day and
night, and all the saints that are absent from the body and present
with Him crown Him Lord of all-who are you that you should seek
His Presence?" Yes, if Satan can prevail thus for a little moment it
is a great gain to his cause, but he, in all such instances, is destined to
be put to confusion. Christ, the Lord, when He begins the work of
converting a sinner to Himself, never relaxes His power, His drawing
power; He never relaxes His grace, His constraining mercy; and when
once a sinner is set in motion, if I may so say, Christward, there will be
no final staying, Jesus will be at the last the Resting-placefound. The
Lord when He begins the work never leaves it in part performance.
He performs it unto the Day, His Own Day, the Day of Jesus Christ.
And so this poor woman came, as we are told in the text, behind Him,
behind Him. And I am bold to say here at once that when grace
enables us to seek the Lord and to approach Him here or there, inasmuch as we approach Him we shall not be cast out. There is a faith
that cannot confess Him, there is a faith that is unable to confess Him,
but that faith will yet find Him. Though it approach Him from
behind it will reach Him, though it may but just touch the hem of His
righteousness, just touch the fringe of His salvation, such a faith will
prevail; such a faith is a living and not a dead faith, such a faith is
of the operation of the Holy Ghost in the poor convicted sinner's heart
and therefore it will be duly crowned with salvation, and sooner or
later its top-stone will be brought forth with' shoutings of "Grace,
grace, unto it." And thus it was Jesus healed this woman's soul. He
knew what He was doing. Virtue, He tells us, presently went out, not
from the tassel, not from the fringe, not from the hem, nor from the
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garment either on which it hung, but out of Himself. "Virtue hath
gone out of Me." And that is what the woman expected. She was
not as those poor, misled Romanists who look to material relics and
such things for healing and help, her hope was in the living God; her
faith was in Him Whose raiment it was, and she was healed, we are
told, on the spot. From that hour she was healed, and when she was
healed she was afraid. We feel a difficulty, dear friends, in entering
into the experience of that moment, a mysterious experience indeed.
Here she is, made the recipient of this perfect healing, this miraculous
cure, and so soon as she is put into possession of the desired good she
trembles and fears as to what has happened. Do you think that she
had some hesitation in her mind about the propriety of her approach
to Christ! Was she sitting then in judgment on herself! Would she
say: "True, I am healed, but how am I healed! I did not seek His
face and come opeuly; I came secretly, I came from behind and touched
Him." Again, might she not have had some misgivings as to the
perfection of this cure, whether after all it might be but a momentary
healing rather than a permanent salvation! I am going to pause here
a moment. I believe many of God's people do get into that frame
after the Lord has healed them-they think about themselves as if He
had not; or at any rate as if there was considerable doubt of that
that He had performed. Now it is very probable that this poor woman
had entertained some such thoughts as these, but, be that as it may,
the Lord Jesus knew her case, not her bodily case only but likewise the
case of her soul, its interests-her spiritual needs, and therefore, our
text says: "Jesus turned Him about." He faced her. She had
approached Him, as we read, from behind, but now Jesus turned Him
about, and He looked upon her. There was a great crowd, you know.
They had been thronging Jesus: the other account tells us so. A great
crowd gathered about Him, and they pressed upon Him, but there
was just one who in reality touched Him. The others thronged Him,
but this one touched Him. And He did not ask who thronged Him,
but who touched Him. The disciples, literalizing His question, said:
"Master, how canst Thou ask, ' Who touched Me!' seeing the multitude about Thee press Tbee." But He replied: "Somebody hath
touched Me: for I perceive that virtue is gone out of Me." There is
all the difference, you see, dear friends, between thronging and touching
in this case. And so there is spiritually speaking. We may be very
like Christians professionally, we may have been numbered among His
people outwardly and yet lack the faith which centres her energy in
Him-her one Object. What does that profit! "Who believe in
Me " is therefore the question, not" who profess to believe in Me, who
throng Me, gather about Me, outwardly appear interested in My teaching, outwardly appear interested in the miracles of My power, yet not
touching Me, having no contact, no spiritual union with Me." Let
us be cAtreful then, dear friends, that this vital union, that this really
blessed contact, is our experience, and not any mere nominal connection
with Jesus. It is one thing to be called a Christian, and it is another
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thing to be a Christian. It is one thing to know about Christ, and it is
another thing to know what Christian experience is. Nicodemus came
to Jesns by night-so far good, and he said: "We krww that Thou art
a Teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that Thou
doest, except God be with him." Jesus forthwith said: "Except a
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. You come and
tell Me, ' We know that Thou art a Teacher come from God, for no man
can do these miracles that Thou doest, except God be with him.' My
answer is, Except a man be born again-he may know much about
Christ, but the point is this, Has he been born again ?" And the Lord
Jesus kept Nicodemus to the point notwithstanding the slowness of
his heart to comprehend the truth. Christ reiterated what He said:
" Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit," born "from
above," " he cannot enter into the kingdom of God." Ye must be born
again. So let us be careful. The point is this: " Wholtouched Me ? "
(To be concluded.)
SERMONETTES FOR STAY-AT-HOME SUlI.'1lAYS.
THE POWER OF THE WORD OF GOD.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., RD.
" Is 1Wt My word like as a fire? saith the Lord! and like a hammer
that breaketh the rock in pieces? "-JEREMIAH xxiii. 29.
" THE word of God is quick (living) and powerful," for it is the Word
of Almighty God, " and sharper than any two-edged sword," for it is
the sword of the Spirit: "The sword of the Spirit, which is the Word
of God" (Heb. iv. 12; Eph. vi. 17). The Holy Scriptures are the
Word of God. The Apostle Paul writes to Timothy, after describing
the grievous times of the last days, " All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness; that the man of God may be perfect,
throughly furnished unt.Q all good works. I charge thee therefore
before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ. . . . "Preach the Word"
(2 Tim. iii. 16-iv. 2). God compares His Word to a fire. As" fire," it
burns up natural religion, and religion which is merely the religion in
which one has been brought up. It burns up the rubbish of supposed
creature goodness. God aiso compares His Word to " a ha=er that
breaketh the rock in pieces." God's Word can break the hard hearts,
and stubborn and perverse wills of sinful men. But a hammer is
powerless to break the hard rock, except it be wielded by the strong
human arm, or other power; and in like manner with the Word of
God, it is powerful, because, when He sends it forth, it is accompanied
by His mighty power, the power of the Spirit.
1. God's Word is powerful, inasmuch as it is a quickening, that is, a
life-giving Word. "Thy Word hath quickened me," wrote the
Psalmist (Psa. cxix. 50 and 93). It is by the instrumentality of the
Word, the Holy Scriptures, that the Holy Spirit gives life to men
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spiritually dead. "You hath He quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins" (Eph. ii. 1).
It is not the eloquence, reasoning power, earnestness or persuasion of
the ruinister, which brings about true conversion, though God may
make subsidiary use of these gifts if he is one sent of Him; but,
rather, the incorruptible seed of the Word. "Seeing ye have purified
your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit . . . being born
again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God
which liveth and abideth for ever" (1 Pet. i. 22, 23).
The Apostle Paul uses a similar figure when he tells the Church of
God at Corinth, "Ye are God's husbandry" (or tillage). The farmer
may prepare the ground, but uuless he sows good seed, and except the
earth receive the sun's heat, and the rain from heaven, there will be no
crop. So, the miuister of the Gospel sows the good seed of the Word of
God (Luke viii. 11), and waters it with his prayers, but" God gives
the increase" (see 1 Cor. iii. 5-9).
2. God's Word is powerful to build His spiritual House-His Church.
When Paul sent from Miletus for the elders of the Church of Ephesus,
to take·leave of them, he said to them, " And now, brethren, I commend
you to God, and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up,
and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified"
(Acts xx. 32).
God's Word, then, will prevail until it has accomplished all God's
purpose for it, as He said by the prophet Isaiah: "It shall accomplish
that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it "
(Isaiah Iv. 11).
How blessed to enter into the experience of the prophet J ereruiah,
" Thy words were found, and I did eat them" (i.e., inwardly digest
them), "and Thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine
heart" (Jer. xv. 16).
AN ANSWER OF PEACE.
" BLESSED be God, which hath not turned away my prayer, nor His
mercy from me." So David felt in the 66th Psalm, when he had been
brought out of one more of his appointed difficulties and sorrows,
into a wealthy place. But it would seem from the outpouring of his
thankful heart that his comfort lay not so much in the obtaining of
tangible help as in the realization that God had heard him, had attended
to the voice of his prayer, had not turned away His mercy. It was the
lack of this comfort that added such bitterness to Job's grief. "I
cry out of wrong and am not heard." "He is not there." Jereruiah
knew the same desolation. "I cry and shout, and He shutteth out
my prayer." And one in the 22nd psalm asked, " Why art Thou so
far from . . . the words'of my roaring? 0 my God, I cry in the
daytime, and Thou hearest not." Was this the Lord in Gethsemane,
when His last comforts were being taken away and He had grief to
which none can approach? For He had said, when His burdens and
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sympathies and sorrows made Him weep at the grave of Lazarus, " I
know that Thou hearest Me always," as if all along, with all the contradiction of sinners against Himself, with all His humiliations and griefs,
He had still the inexpressible strength and help of communion with
the Father with whom He was equal. And yet He also said, " Father,
I thank Thee that Thou hast heard Me "; for He was one with His
brethren too, and learned by the things which He suffered the dependence and subjection of sonship. He learned also, as they learn, the
sweetness of that favour which gives blessings to the farthest off, the
weakest and poorest, in their trials and temptations. Was it not to
this kind of hearing that John referred when he said, "If we know
that He hear us, we know that we have the petitions that we
desired of Him" 1 John did not need to be told that God,
being omnipotent, omnipresent, omniscient, knows entirely and
hears every word we say, and that He knows every thought and
intent of the heart. He hears the cry of the raven. No sound
escapes His ear. John knew that, but He knew also what access
to the Father by the Spirit and in Jesus meant. He knew when
the veil was taken away and when nothing separated between
himself and the Father of mercies. The having the thing desired
would then follow. It may be that it was because of the tender
blessed acknowledgment that she at last received from God that
Hannah went away with a countenance no more sad. Samuel was
certain to come, but it was God that said so. It may be so. In any
case, the other day I lost some of those unhappy productions known
as insurance stamps. They were nowhere. No doubt the sense of
desolation which followed their disappearance was partly IJ,t least the
work of the enemy. For men ought always to pray and not to faint,
and those who have, many a time, been helped and blessed with His
deliverance should hope in God, Whom they will yet praise, Who is
the health of their countenance and their God. However, as David
said, " I sought the Lord and He heard me." The blessed Comforter
and Remembrancer of Jesus answered with His still small yoice,
"Not one of them shall .fall on the ground without your Father."
What gentle words they were. There was no condemnation in them.
Very often, no doubt, the Lord leaves His people to condemn themsevles, or let others condemn. them, while He Himself is near only to
justify them. I found the stamps the next moment. They were in
the waste-paper basket, where I might have looked a~ first, but the
Lord hid it from me, that His own lovingkindness and mercy might
be the more conspicuous. Truly He has not" dealt with us after our
sins, nor rewarded us after our iniquities." He has not been a barren
wilderness. He has not said to the seed of Jacob, "Seek ye Me,"
in vain; but He has remembered us in our low estate. He has given
us the spirit of love and of power and of a sound mind. "He has with
a pitying eye looked upon our misery" :11

For His mercies aye endure,

Ever faithful, ever sure."
FOLLOWER-ON.
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THE TENDERNESS AND LOVE OF JESUS.

IN last month's GOSPEL MAGAZmE in "Wellsprings" dear" R" says:
"Satan gloated whilst poor sorrow-stricken Peter fasted and wept.
Meanwhile his recovery had already begun in mercy. 'The Lord
turned and looked upon Peter.' No anger! No taunt! No reproachful words! Only a gentle look from adorable eyes that looked upon
sin, but never became contaminated with it. Just a gentle reminder
from his precious Redeemer of the truth of his Lord's own words, and
the frailty of His poor servant's heart." Those words led me to think
again and again of the extreme tenderness of our loved and loving
Saviour. He loved unto the end. He loved personally, and His love
never failed even when His favoured disciple denied all knowledge of
Him. He knew Peter through and through, knew the warmth of his
heart, knew the fear of man in him. He knew what keen remorse
would follow, and the look from His eyes, tender and wistful and
sorrowful, broke Peter's heart. The very silence and gentleness were
too much for him.
These accounts of the personal tenderness of our Saviour during His
earthly sojourn give joy and sweet assurance to the heart of the
believer now, as he reads the words of the two men who " stood by
them in white apparel" at the ascension of our Lord Jesus into Heaven.
The assembled disciples watched Him "taken up," and were told,
" This same Jesus which is taken up from you into heaven shall so
come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven." "This
same Jesus," whose first words to His beloved disciple John, when
he saw Him in Patmos, as He laid His right hand upon him were,
" Fear not; I am the first and the last . . . behold, I am alive for
evermore." Oh! how precious those "Fear nots " are, and how often
Jesus used them to His poor trembling disciples on earth. "It is I,
be not afraid," when fear came because of the appearance of the
supernatural as the trembling disciples believed. "Why are ye fearful 1 "
Dear reader, cannot we each testify personally to the touch of tenderness in all His dealings, and perceive how gently He has led and
soothed all the way, in the dark days as well as in bright days. He
always brought comfort and healing and strength, always. I like to
think of Martha and Mary in that dear house at Bethany when our
Saviour resorted thither for a friendly familiar home time. :tlfartha
was always so active. In her zeal for her Lord she was " cumbered
about much serving." Six days before the Passover "they made
Him a supper, and Martha served," at Bethany. When their brother
died and they heard that Jesus was coming, "Martha as soon as she
heard that Jesus was coming, went and met Him, but Mary sat still in
the house." I remember dear Mr. Ormiston remarked when speaking
of Martha, "It expressly says (St. John xi. 5) 'now Jesus loved Martha,
and her sister and Lazarus.''' Jesus recognized the loving activity
that must be doing, and He understood the quiet communion of Mary,
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who pondered over His sayings and sat at His feet. Now it is remarked
in St. Luke x. 39, " she (Martha) had a sister called Mary which also
sat at Jesus' feet and heard His word," implying that Martha, too,
loved communion with Him. But Jesus knew both temperaments,
the love of both manifested actively and passively, and He valued both.
Mary took a pound of spikenard, very costly, at the supper at Bethany
just before the Passion, and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped His
feet with her hair. Jesus was touched with her deep devotion. Oh!
how He valued the tender ministration, the love that lavished the
very costly spikenard upon Him, the love which craved qniet communion with Him, the love which understood His sayings, understood
because she sat at His feet and drank in His words. They were as
cold waters to a thirsty soul. Martha loved to do all in her power for
Him, but she sat at Jesus' feet also. She understood that whatever
Jesus asked it would be given Him. She knew that at the resurrection her brother would rise again, and she owned Him as Lord. "Yea,
Lord, I believe that Thou art the Christ the Son of God which should
come into the world." We who weep by the graves of precious ones
have been comforted with the knowledge of the sympathy of Him who
is the resurrection and the life, standing by the bereaved sisters.
"When Jesus saw Mary weeping He groaned in the Spirit and was
troubled . . . Jesus wept." His tears mingled with theirs, and we
look up; for He is " this same Jesus" now.
How sweet He was with Zacchreus, who,longing to see Him and being
a short man, climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him. "When
Jesus c'ame to the place, He looked up (He knew Zacchreus was there)
and saw him, and said unto him, Zacchreus, make haste, and come
down; for to-day I must abide at thy house."
Just thinkJesus came, Jesus looked up, Jesus saw, Jesus spoke, Jesus called
him by name, Jesus bade him make haste and come down. Why 1
Was it to rebuke him 1 Was it to blame him 1 ro, it was
that he might have the unexpected privilege of .entertaining Him.
" For to-day I must abide at thy house." Just imagine the ecstasy
to be signalled out to be the host of his Saviour! No wonder it
is written, "And he made haste, and came down, and received Him
joyfully." Again, when Nathanael was called, Philip said, "Come and
see, verify it yourself," and Jesus saw Nathanael coming, and He knew
his gennine search for truth. " Before that Philip called thee, when
thou wast under the fig tree I saw thee" ; yes, and loved him. He saw
him coming, and said, "Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no
guile." He loves the sinner now before he goes to Him. He draws
him to Him with "hands of love."
Again, at Emmaus (how one loves that narrative!) "they talked
together" as they walked, and" while they communed and reasoned,
Jesus Himself drew near and went with them." It was a neverto-be-forgotten walk. Their hearts burned within them "while He
talked with them by the way, and while He opened to them the Scriptures."
It is so still. When the Holy Spirit opens our eyes, opens our ears,
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opens our hearts, talks with us, and we see Him who is the" altogether
lovely," our hearts burn.
How often have the Lord's servants in these days been at " wits'end corner," and just round the corner He stood with deliverance and
blessings. We have not need to talk long with a Zionward pilgrim,
in a heart to heart talk, before we hear recitals of wonderful timely
helps in the day of trouble, how just at the last-when he was encompassed, as it were, in a net all round, just then came marvellous reliefmore-more than he had asked or hoped for. The Lord had Illm in
mind all the time, and caused His servants to supply all need. There
has been that wlllch the world would call a strong impulse, but which
we know was the spirit of the Lord directing. "I must send such a
sum to so and so to-day." The joyful acknowledgment has verified
the fact that the supply came just when it was so urgently needed, for
He knew.
Dear reader, these words are very simple and, you will say, perhaps,
" and notlllng new." No, it is " the old, old story of Jesus and His
love," but it may be that the Holy Spirit has some dear soul in mind
who will be led to read tills page and see more clearly how Jesus when
on earth was grieved for Peter. He grieved with Him when He looked
so mournfully upon Illm. Jesus loved the active Martha and loved
the gentle Mary. He sat with them, did eat with them, communed
with them, wept with them. He loved Zacchreus, and went to Ills
house and was his guest. There is sometlllng very joyous in the ring
of the words when He said, " Zacchreus, make haste, and come down,"
as if He were going to the house of a heloved friend. We often say
"Be quick," when we have some pleasure in anticipation. Jesus loved
Nathanael. He saw lllm before he came to Him, and when Nathanael
said to Him, " Rabbi, Thou art the Son of God; Thou art the King
of Israel," Jesus assured Illm he should see greater tlllngs still (St. John
i. 50).
Jesus loved the. disciples going to Emmaus. Because He loved
them He drew near and went with them. And Jesus loves thee, dear
reader, who art born again, one in Him and with Him. And He is
" tills same Jesus," still to you and to me, watclllng, guiding, feeding,
cheering, until He come; and then seeing His face, seeing Him as
He is, we shall be, and He will be also, " abundantly satisfied."
NETTlE.

WHAT was it that gave to that blood such amazing, stupendous
efficacy as to redeem millions and satisfy God's law and justice! It
was the Godhead in every drop of that Blood-the blood of Incarnate
God! Redemption through His Blood.-J. E. Haulton.
" I AM of opinion," observes Calvin, " that there is no man who has
ever endeavoured to concentrate all Ills energies, both physical and
mental, in praising God, but will find Illmself unequal for so lofty a
subject, the transcendent grandeur of wlllch overpowers our senses."Quoted by David Baron in The History of Israel, p. 201.
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THE LAW AND THE GOSPEL.

By

THE REV. WILLIAM ROMAINE.

(Be:ing the Preface to his twelve Discourses on this subject.)

are the mistakes at present about religious matters; hut none
are more destructive than those which concern the law and the Gospel.
The generality of our people confound them, and put one in the place of
the other. Some suppose they are to be accepted of God for their works,
and that they can be justified by the law in the sight of God. Others
make their keeping of the law the condition of their receiving the blessings of the Gospel, as if these were to be the purchase and reward of
their partial obedience. Some arc persuaded they must do all they
can, and keep the law with all thcir might, and wherein they come
short of the perfect demands of the law, Christ will, out of His merits,
atone for their failings. And others again think that Christ has abated
the rigour of the law, and that the Gospel is nothing more than a new
law dispensation, in which the Lord has been pleased to declare that
He will accept of sincere obedience instead of perfect. These and
-many more such like mistakes prevail in our times, and they are exceedingly dangerous, tending to the utter ruin both of body and soul. In
the following discourses I have endeavoured to distinguish, and precisely
to settle, the difference between the law and the Gospel. Some of
the principles upon which I have proceeded are these:
1. The Lord God, the Almighty Creator of all things visible and
invisible, has an unalienable right to make laws for the government
of His creatures. This right is founded in His absolute dominion and
sovereignty over them. They are His property, the work of His hands.
He hath created and made them, and not they themselves. Their
life, and all things belonging to it, are His, coming from His gift, and
continued by His bounty; and therefore He has a most indisputable
claim to their obedience. What He requires they must perform:
because they are His creatures. The relation between the Creator
and His creatures puts them under a necessity of obeying His law and
will, or else of suffering whatever He shall threaten to inflict upon
their disobedience.
2. The law of the Lord God the almighty Creator is unalterable.
It changeth not: for it is the copy of God's most holy mind and will,
in which there can be no variableness, neither shadow of turning. If
the mind and will of God were to change, then God would be a changeable being, and whatever is changeablc is imperfect; but God is
perfect, therefore His mind and will change not. His word will He
not break, nor alter the law that is gone out of His mouth. His infinite
wisdom, and His almighty power, stand engaged to maintain its dignity,
that it may be always an holy, just, and good law, which He will not
break or alter.
3. The moral law, which the Lord God revealed to Adam in Paradise, required of him perfect uninterrupted obedience. The whole
moral law is summed np in one word, namely, love; love to God for
MANY
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the blessings of creation and providence, and love to man for God's
sake. This love was the indispensable homage due to the Creator.
It could not be alienated from Him, and given to any other object,
without idolatry: for which reason the moral law is unalterable. If
a man withdraw his love in the least from God, he breaks that law
which positively enjoins him to love the Lord his God with all his heart,
with all his soul, with all his mind, and with all his strength.
4. The law given to Adam being unalterable, all his descendants
are bound to keep it: for they are all under the law, as God's creatures.
His will is the indispensable rule of their obedience. He requires their
love, and if they refuse to give it Him, then their will is opposite to
His, which is rehellion against their sovereign Lord, and which must
bring upon them swift destruction.
5. All mankind have sinned and broken the moral law. The authority
of God's word is positive and express. "'Ve have before proved,
says the apostle, both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin,
as it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one. There is none
that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They are
all gone out of the way, they are altogether become unprofitable, there
is none that doeth good, no, not one" (Rom. ill. 9,10, etc.). And after
the apostle has proved these truths from various arguments, he sums
lip the evidence thus: "Now we know, that what things soever the
law saith, it saith to them who are under the law; that every mouth
may be stopped, and that all the world may become guilty before
God: therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified
in His sight" (Rom. iii. 19, 20.) It is evident from these authorities,
that all have sinned, and are transgressors of the law.
6. The law has made no provision for the pardon of the least transgression. It requires perfect unsinuing obedience in thought, word,
and deed. This is its just demand. And in case of the least failing,
it immediately passes sentence and condemns. It will not accept of
sorrow or tears, of repentance or amendment, as any satisfaction:
but its language is, " Do this, or thou shalt die." There is not a word
said about sorrowing for what was past, and reforming for the future,
as if the style of the law was, " Be sorry for thy sin, and reform, and
then thou shalt not die:" but it is positive and express, "Keep the
law, and thou shalt live. Transgress it, and thou shalt die: for
cursed is everyone who continueth not in all things that are
written in the book of the law to do them."
7. From those premises it follows, that the law being unalterable,
and all men having broken it, and there being no provision made in
the law for the pardon of the least transgression, but a punishment
threatened to the least, they are therefore guilty before God. The law
brings them in guilty, and condemns them, and Divine justice is
bound t<l inflict the deserved pains and penalties; so that there can
be no possibility of justifying them by the law. By the works of the
law shall no flesh be justified: for the law is expressly called by the
apostle, the ministration of condemnation, and the ministration of
death.
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8. Since the law is thus unalterable, and punishment is threatened
to the least breach of it, and since all men have broken it, and all the
world is guilty before God, and condemned by the law to death and
hell, and without strength to do any thing for their deliverance, it
follows that there can be no salvation 'by the law.
From these particulars we may be able to state the true nature of
the moral law. It is the revealed will of God discovering to his creatures
what obedience he requires of them, namely, perfect unsinning obedience, an absolute conformity to the law in thought, word, and deed.
It is an unalterable law, founded on God's unalterable will, and therefore it requires this perfect obedience of all men, and at all times. It
has made no provision for partial obedience, or for sincere obedience, but
insists upon man's continuing to do all things that are written in the
book of the law, if he hope by the deeds of the law to be justified
and saved.
If this be the true state of the case, how widelv do these men mistake
the nature and demands of the moral law, who expect to be made
righteous before God, by their partial obedience. The law knows nothing of any righteousness, but what is perfect. If you put your trial
at God's bar upon this issue, tbat you have kept the law in most
instances, having failed only in some few, this is pleading guilty. It
is owning your transgression, and confessing that you have not such
a righteousness as the law demands: for a part is not the whole. And
the law insists upon the whole, and, in case of failure, passes sentence,
and condemns you; for it is written, "Cursed is everv onc who continueth not in' all things," etc.
. •
But some may ask, Will not the law accept of sincere obedience 1
Nay. It will abate nothing of its demands. It will have absolutely
perfect obedience, if by the works of it a man be justified before God.
There is not one word in the law about sincerity; no, not a single hint,
as if a man might be pardoned, who kept the law sincerely, although
imperfectly. The law says-Do all things which God has commanded,
and continue to do them with all thy hea.rt, mind, soul, and strength,
and then thou shalt be justified by thy works; but if thou offend in
one instance, thou comest under the curse: for he that offendeth in
{me point is guilty of all, and consequently, sincere obedience failing in
{me point leaves a man guilty, and under the curses of the broken law.
It highly concerns those persons to consider this matter well, who
fancy that Christ came as a great lawgiver, to publish milder terms
of acceptance than the moral law had required. They have a notion
of Christ, as if He were only the publisher of some new remedial law,
which abated something of the demands, and mitigated some of the
rigour, of the moral law. Whereas He came not to publish any new
law, but to save His people from their sins committed against the old
law. : He came to be a Saviour, and not a lawgiver. Indeed, He preached
the law, but it was to bring men to the knowledge of sin, and to see
and to feel their want of His salvation. But He preached nothing new.
He only enforced the law in it13 spiritual nature, and in its full extent,
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showing the length anrl breadth, the depth and height of the commandment. He would not have His people so much as entertain a thought
of His coming to make a change in the moral law. " Think not, says
He, that I am come to destroy the law: I am not come to destroy, hut
to fulfil it": and He did fulfil it; for He was born under the law, and
was obedient to it even unto death. The law was unalterable. It
could not change, unless God's most holy mind and will could change,
which is impossible, and therefore the law being broken could not remit
the deserved punislunent, unless some infinitely perfect obedience
should be paid, and some infinitely meritorious sufIerings should he
undergone in the sinner's stead, by which the law might. be magnified
and made honourable. And the Lord Christ undertook to do this.
He vouchsafed to obey and to suffer for His people, to obey the precepts,
and to suffer the pains and penalties of the law. Thc law had indicted
them, and found them guilty of disobedience. Christ came to ohey
for them, as it is written, "By the ohedience of One shall many he
made righteous." The law had put them under the curse, and He
came to redeem them from the curse of the law. The law threatened
to punish them, and He came to hear their sins, and the punishment
due to them, in His own body upon the tree. So that Christ came not
to publish a new remedial law, but to glorify the moral law, and to
demonstrate the unchangeable nature of it, since no obedience, and
no sufferings, but His, which were ahsolutely perfect, Divine, and
infinite, could work out such a righteousness for anyone sinner as the
law required, in order to his being justified in the sight of God.
As these arguments show that the sinner cannot of himself attain the
perfect righteousness which the law demands, so do they prove that he
cannot by any means in his own power escape the punislunent which
the law threatens. The law requires nnsinning obedience, and enforces
it upon those sanctions, Do this, and thou shalt live: In the day that
thou transgressest, dying thou shalt surely die. These sanctions
of the law are as much the mind and will of God, as the rule of the
law itself. And His will is unalterable, consequently upon transgression the sanction took place, and the transgressor became
suhject to the first, and to the second death, which justice. was bOltnd
to see inflicted upon him. What could he do in this case t.o dehver
himself 1 Could he offer any thing to Divine justice to save himself
from receiving the wages of sin 1 No. They are his due, and he must
receive them. Say, he is sorry for his sin, and weeps and mourns
bitterly. What does this avail 1 This is only an open confession of
his guilt, and an acknowledgment that he deserves punishment.
Suppose he amends and reforms his life. What atonement is this for
his former bad life 1 The law will not be satisfied with such partial
obedience. But he promises never to sin for the future: If he could.
keep his promise, it would not satisfy the law, for what becomes of his
past disobedience 1 One single sin cuts him off for ever from being
saved by the law; and since all have sinned, consequently by the
works of the broken law can no man living be justified.
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This is the true state of a.\1 men by nature. They are all sinners, and
they cannot be saved by the moral law. It can neither altogether nor
in part justify them, and therefore it shuts them up under guilt, and
leaves them without remedy, and without hope. .1v5 soon as man was
fallen into this state, it pleased God to reveal that rich plan of grace
and mercy, which is contained in the Gospel, of which this is a short
sketch.
1. The Gospel is salvation from the law. It brings glad tidings for
poor convinced sinners, discovering to them how their sins may be
pardoned, and they maybe redeemed from the curses of the broken
law. It reveals to them what Christ has done and suffered to satisfy
the law, and how He endured the pains and penalties of it, dying the
death to which the law had sentenced them. And the Gospel calls
upon them to receive the benefit of what He did and suffered as His
free gift, proposing to them, without money and without price, all the
graces and blessings which the Saviour purchased with His life and
death.
2. The Gospel sets forth to the convinced sinner salvation from gujlt
and punishment by giving him freely as perfect a righteousness as the
law demanru.. It invites him to receive the righteousness of Christ,
against which the utmost rigour of the law can ma.ke no objection:
Because it is the righteousness of God, a Divine, infinite, and absolutely
perfect righteousness. When this righteousness is imputed to the
sinner, he is pardoned, the law ceases to accuse, conscience no longer
condemns, he has peace with God, and the love of God reigns in his
heart.
3. In order to receive this righteousness the Gospel requires no
previous qualification. The sinner is not regarded as fit and meet to
receive Christ's righteousness by any thing he himself can do. Christ
freely wrought it out, and He freely gives it. The works of the law
have no merit to purchase it; for it is written, " We are justified freely
by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus." And if
it be by grace, then it cannot be by any works or qualifications.
4. But how is Christ's righteousness received, and the sinner made
rigbteous by it at God's bar? By faith and not by works: "For to
him that worketh not, but believeth on Him that justifieth the angodly,
his faith is counted for righteousness. Where is boasting then? It is
excluded. By what law? of works? Nay, but by the law of faith.
Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the
deeru. of the law."
5. With respect then to the sinner's acceptance and justification
before God, the law and the Gospel ought to be distinguished in
these as well as in other respects.
According to the law, salvation is by works, according to the Gospel
it is by grace.
The law says, Do this; but the Gospel says, Believe this, and thou
shalt be saved.
The law threatens to punish the sinner for the first offence, but the
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Gospel offers [" proclaims to "-Editor] him pardon for many offences.
The law leaves him under guilt and condemnation, the Gospel invites
him to receive pardon and salvation.
The law sentences him to death, the Gospel offers [" proclaims to"
-Editor] him justification to life.
By the law he is a guilty sinner, by the Gospel he may be made a
glorious saint.
If he die under the guilt of the broken law, hell will be his everlasting
portion; if he die a partaker of the grace of the Gospel, heaven will be
his eternal inheritance.
6. But if the law and the Gospel are distinct in these and several
other respects, some persons may think the law is totally repealed by
the Gospel: for they cannot see wherefore serveth the law, unless it
be to justify a sinner. The law is unalterable. It cannot change any
more than God can change. To this day it stands in full force, and
not one tittle of it is repealed. It is still the revelation of God's most
holy mind and will, concerning the obedience which He requires of His
creatures. And if they disobey, the law immediately passes sentence
and condemns them to death. While they continue careless and
secure in sin, they consider not the law as the ministration of death
and condemnation; and none of them see it in this light, until the
Holy Spirit awaken them. It is by His preaching of the law to their
consciences that they are alarmed with fearful apprehensions of their
guilt, and of their danger. He brings them to see the exceeding sinfulness of sinning against the holy, just, and good law of God, and
convinces them that the broken law can never make them legally
righteous. This puts them upon seeking such a righteousness as the
law requires, and disposes them to receive gladly the righteousness of
the Lord Jesus Christ: For He is now the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that believeth.
7. Thus the Holy Spirit convinces sinners that the law is not repealed
by the Gospel, and when He gives them the righteousness which is of
God by faith, and they have justification to life freely by grace, does
He teach them to make void the law by faith 1 God forbid. Yea,.
they establish the law: for they consent unto it that it is good. They
delight in the law of God after the inward man, and they keep it in
their outward life and conversation. It is the rule of their holy walking. They are free from the law as to its condemning, killing power,
but they are under the law to Christ. They know, that if the law
had not been unalterable, and of indispensable obligation, Christ had
lived and died in vain. And He did not come to give His people liberty
to break the unalterable Jaw; that would be a contradiction in terms.
But He came to establish the law, by restoring it to its honour and
dignity, by His obedience to its precepts, and by His suffering its pains
and penalties, and then by making it honourable in the confession of
convinced sinners, and in the lives of His redeemed people.
These are some of the principal points treated of in the following
discourses. In which I have endeavoured to follow Scripture closely.
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This has been my gnide; and I have constantly desired His teaching
who inspired it. And I now pray Him to shine into the heart of every
one who reads these discourses. May He always accompany the perusal
of them with His Divine grace and blessing; and if they be made useful
to the Church of Christ, may His be all the glory. Give it Him, reader;
for it is His due, and pray for thy hearty well-wisher.
.COMMUNISM.
(From Dr. Charles Hodge's "Systematic Theology," Vol Ill.,
Pp. 432-434.)
FRANCE has been the birthplace and the principal seat of Communism
in its modern form. The principles involved in the system have made
wide progress in other countries, and leavened to a fearful extent the
minds of the labouring classes both in Europe and in America.
Organization and combination among the scattered. millions said to be
included in the membership of this society (International Society) have
given it an importance which has forced itself on the attention of
almost all Christian States. What the principles and aims of this
formidable body are, it is not easy satisfactorily to state. There has
been no authoritative annunciation of principles recognized by all the
affiliated societies. They differ, within certain limits, doubtless,
among themselves. Some find their fit representatives in the Communists of Paris as they revealed themselves during the current year
(1871). Others would shrink from the excesses which rendered the
name of Communists an object of execration and abhorrence in all
parts of the civilized world. Enough, however, is known of the designs
of the society in question to render it certain that its success would
involve the overthrow of all existing Governments; in placing all
power in the hands, not of the people, but of a particular class, the
operatives, the proletariat (the men without land); in the dissolution
of society as at present organized; the abolition of private property;
the extinction of the family; the abrogation of all marriage laws; and
the proscription of religion, and especially of Christianity, as a public
eviL Such are the avowed objects of some of the leaders of the movement, and such are the logical consequences of the principles advocated
by the more reticent of their number.
It is a historical fact that Communism had its origin in its modern
form in materialistic atheism; in the denial of God, Who has the right
to give laws to men, and the power and the purpose to enforce those
laws by the retributions of justice; in the belief that the present life is
the whole period of existence allotted to men; and that the enjoyments of this life are, therefore, all that men have to desire or expect.
These principles had long been inculcated by such men as Rousseau,
Voltaire, d'Holbach, Diderot, and others. To produce a conflagration,
however, there must be not only fire, but combustible materials.
These materialistic principles would have floated about as mere speculations, had there not been such a mass of suffering and degradation
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among the people. It was minds burdened with the consciousness of
misery and the sense of injustice which were inflamed by the new doctrines, and which burst forth in a fire that for a time set all Europe in
a blaze. We must not attribute all the evil either to the infidels or to
the people. Had it not been for the preceding centuries of cruelty
and oppression, France had not furnished such a bloody page to the
history of modern Europe.
L'Intemationale for March 27th, 1870, expressed succinctly the
object of the International Society: "The rights of the working-men,
that is our principle; the organization of the working-men, that is
our means of action; social revolution, that is our end."
It is " working-men," artisans, not the mass of the people, educated
or uneducated; but a single class whose interests are to be regarded.
It is not a political revolution, the change of one form of government
for another, that is the end aimed at; but a social revolution, a complete upturning of the existing order of society.
As this institution is looming up with such portentous aspect in
every direction, the question is, How is it to be met, and its influence
counteracted! Open outbreaks may be suppressed by force, but the
evil cannot be healed by any such means. Artillery is inefficient
against opinions. If Communism, as organized in this society, owes
its origin to the causes above specified, the rational method of procedure is to correct or remove those causes. If Communism is the
product of materialistic Atheism, its cure is to be found in Theism; in
bringing the people to know and believe there is a God on Whom they
are dependent anti to whom they are responsible; in teaching them
that this is not the only life-that the soul is immortal, and that men
will be rewarded or punishen in the world to come according to their
character and conduct in the present life; that consequently well-being
here is not the highest end of existence; that the poor here may hereafter be far more blessed than their rich neighbours; anti that it is
better to be Laz»rus than Dives.
It will be necessary to bring them to believe that there is a Divine
providence over the affairs of the world; that events are not determined by the blind operation of physical causes; but tha.t God reigns;
that He distributes to everyone severally as He pleases; "tbat tbe
Lord maketh poor and maketh ricb "i that it is not the rich and the
noble, but the poor and the lowly, that are his special favourites; and
that the right of property, the right of marriage, the rights of parents
and magistrates, are all ordained by God, and cannot be violated
without incurring His displeasure and the certain infliction of Divine
punishment. To imbue the minds of the mass of the people, especially
in great cities, will be a slow and difficult work; but it is absolutely
necessary. If Materialism and Atheism are practically embraced by
the mass of any community, it will inevitably perish. The religious
training of the people, however, is only one-half of the task which
society has to accomplish to secure its own existence and prosperity.
The great body of the people must be rendered comfortable, or at least
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have the means of becoming so; and tbey must be treated with justice.
Misery and a sense ·of wrong are the two great disturbing elements in
the minds of the people. They are the slumbering fires which are ever
ready to break out into destructive conflagration.

'!torresponbenCf.
AN INSPIRED REPROOF.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-In the silence of abler pens, perhaps because
of the delicacy of the subject, I venture to invite attention to the fact
that one of the prevalent female fashions, the" bobbing" of the hair,
is not only contrary to nature, as stated in 1 Cor. xi. 14, 15, but is also
absolutely forbidden by Holy Scripture.
The Greek word Kfipw occurs four times in the New Testament:
(1) "A lamb dumb before his shearer" (Acts viii. 32); (2) " Having
shom his head" (Acts xviii. 18); (3) Twice in 1 Cor. xi. 6: "If it
be a shame for a woman to be slwl·n." Thus the word" bobbed," as
now used, is an accurate and literal translation of the inspired Greek
word, as used by Luke and Paul. The argument of Paul is that" if
a man have long hair, it is a shame unto him. But if a woman have
long hair, it is a glory to her" (1 Cor. xi. 14, 15). If therefore a woman
is ashamed of her glory, she is virtually" glorying in her shame" : and
no godly woman in her right mind would thoughtfully incur the
penalty of doing this.
Believe me, faithfully yours,
Cricklewood.
WILLIAM WILEMAN.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL ~fAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-In an old volume of " The Sower," Septimus Sears
wrote: "Indeed, dear friends, truth is precious seed, and unmingled
truth plentifully sown seems to be the especial need of bur extraordinary times." If the man of God could so write in the year 1877,
what would he say now in these days of awful departure from the
truth 1 If plentiful sowing was a great need then, it is surely doubly
needed now. It is our joy week by week to scatter the truth amongst
our sailors and soldiers. One missionary writes: "For your generous
parcel of literature of truth I thank you most heartily. The books
and magazines so profoundly true will be very helpful to myself and
to the seafaring population for whose good we work." Another
writes: "Thauk you very much for the parcel of books and tracts
and magazines. They will be most useful, and I trust real blessing
will follow." We shall value the continued help of friends of the
soldier and sailor.
ZI, Firjield Street,
Yours sincerely, R. E. BRIDER.
Totterdown, Bristol, July, 1926.
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THE SHORTEST PSALM.
WHEN taking a Sunday School class some time ago I asked the children
if they knew which is the shortest Psalm. Only one hand was put up
in response, that of a little girl nine years old. The rest of the children
did not know. Eva., for that was the name of the little girl, answered
without hesitation, " The one hundred and seventeenth." "How did
you know? " I inquired. Her reply was, " I saw it, and I learned it."
Upon which I asked her to repeat the Psalm, which she did perfectly.
No one had suggested that she should learn it, she told me, but she
thought she would like to do so, and she did. A short time before
this, her mother had been persuaded to begin reading a daily portion
of God's Word, and the little girl had become interested.
Let us look at this lovely little Psalm, which contains only two verses,
and is the shortest chapter in the Scriptures. The Psalmist's heart
was evidently filled with praise to God, and through the teaching of the
Holy Spirit he looked forward to the time which has yet to come, when
all the nations of the world will respond to his earnest and repeated
cry, " 0, praise the Lord, all ye nations."
The Apostle Paul quoted this verse in writing to the Christians at
Rome, to show that the Lord did not intend the blessings of salvation
to be confined to the Jewish nation. (See Rom. xv. n.) There is a
day coming when a multitude which no man can number, of all nations,
and kindreds, and people, and tongues, will stand before the Throne.
praising God. How important it is, in view of this, that the words of
the Lord Jesus Christ should be obeyed-" Go ye into all the world,
and preach the Gospel to every creature."
In the second verse the Psalmist makes two important statements,
as reasons for praising the Lord. The first is, " For His merciful kindness is great toward us." Each of my young readers, who is resting
for salvation on the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ, will realize
with joy how true the words are. His merciful kindness is indeed
great toward us, and is continually being shown to us day by day.
Well rnay we praise the Lord.
The second statement is jUst as important as the first. It is, " The
truth of the Lord endureth for ever." We find here indeed that
" mercy and truth are met t.ogether. The truth of the Lord is only to
be found in the Scriptures of truth. The Lord Jesus, speaking to His
Father in heaven, said, "Thy Word is truth." You can depend on all
the promises which God's Word contains, and be quite certain that
each will be fulfilled.
The hymn writer, Watts, must have loved this Psalm. He wrote
verses oil. it three times, but I like the following best :"From all that dwell below the skies,
Let the Creator's praise arise;
I.. et the Redeemer' 8 name be sung

Through every land, by every tongue.
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Eternal are Thy mercies, Lord;
Eternal truth a.tends Thy word:
Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore
Till suns -shall rise and set no more."

It will do you good to pause now and sing the lines heartily to the
tune" Old Hundredth."

E. A. H.
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In Jlllemoriam.
THE LATE MR. THOMAS BURBERRY.
(Oontributed. )
ANOTHER friend and reader of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE has been called
Home. We refer to the late Mr. Thomas Burberry, who passed into
the presence of his Lord on April 4th last-a Sabbath day-aged
over 90. "Ve are only able to give a very brief sketch of his life, as
we _lplderstand Mr. Burberry expressed the wish that no detailed
account of his experiences should be published after his journey through
this wilderness had ended.
Little is known of Mr. Burberry's ancestors, and this was a matter of
regret to him, but the fact of a difference of seventy years between the
ages of father and son prevented any intimate conversation such as
usually takes place between parents and children. Mr. Burberry was
but ten years old when his father suddenly died in his child's presence.
Mr. Burberry could remember his father saying that to him "sudden
death would mean sudden glory," and those who knew the father
heartily believed that this was true.
Mr. Burberry was greatly attached to his mother from a child, and
throughout the whole period of her widowhood she in turn clung
tenaciously to her boy. She was a woman of prayer, and every night
when she retired she made it a habit to pray for each of her children
by-name. This she did audibly. Her son Thomas got to learn of this,
and he would silently approach the door of her room and listen

,
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attentively to her petitions. Mr. Burberry attributed his first serious
impressions to the effect these prayers of his mother made upon him.
He believed that the Holy Spirit then commenced to work upon his
heart.
It has been said that Cowper's words well describe Mr. Burberry's
feelings :~
.. My boast is not that I deduce my birth
From loins enthroned and rulers of the earth:
But higher far my proud pretensions rise,The son of parents passed into the skies."

After the death of his mother, and when he was about twentv-three
years of age, Mr. Burberry became united in marriage to a very gracious
lady, one called of God to realize in early life her need of the Saviour.
When she fouud salvation through faith in Him Who" came to seek
and to save the lost," she became anxious about her parents, her
brothers, and her sisters, who were then unconverted. The Lord
blessed her faithful witness, and there is reason to believe that both
her parents and most of the other members of her family were brought
to a saving' knowledge of the Saviour. This was a great joy to her.
For over thirty years this lady was a true helpmeet and companion to
her husband, and then" she was not, for God took her." The union
was blessed with six children, but only four survive.
Mr. Burberry had many and great anxieties during his long business
career, but it pleased the Lord so to bless his industry that in the end
he became what is termed a prosperous man. This, however, did not
cause him to cease his efforts to witness, both publicly and privately,
wherever possible, to his Saviour, and to the doctrines of grace.
It was a rule with him to " honour the Lord with his substance and
with the first-fruits of all his increase."
It was his delight all through life to further the spread of the Gospel
in any way open to him.
After the death of his first wife, Mr. Burberry married again, and
this lady survives him, and is seeking to carry on the spiritual work
which she has so long shared with the subject of this memoir.
Early one morning, not many days before he entered into rest
eternal, Mr. Burberry was heard to murmur :., In Thy fair book of life and grace,
Oh, may I read my name,

Recorded in some humble place
Beneath my Lord, the Lamb."
"

IN Gethsemane the Father put into the hands of His beloved Son
the cup which He emptied to its dregs on Calvary; and that cup was
full of hell-separation, wrath, penalty. His holy soul shrank from
contact with the bitterness and awfulness of that cup.-Mr. J. E.
Hazellon.
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llIrotestant 15eatOn.
WHY RESERVATION IMPLIES IDOLATRY.
By THE REV. E. G. BOWRING, M.A., RECTOR OF PELDON,
ESSEX.
" HISTORY repeats itself," and the history of the Reservation of the
Sacrament is a long chapt~r in the history of idolatry in Christendom.
Reservation is a keeping back some of the bread and wine consecrated
at the Communion, for the purpose (1) of administering it to the absent,
or (2) of maintaining a supposed local presence of Christ in a church
for adoration. (Canon Meyrick in the Protestant Dictionary.) History
proves that no reservation for the first purpose can take place without
grave risk, and almost the certainty of its being used for the second
purpose.
SUPERSTITIOUS ABUSES IN EARLY TIMES.
Very early in the history of the Church abuses crept in. Little children
were brought to church to receive the remnan ts of the communion;
the laity kept the sacrament in their houses, having brought it away
from the church; they used to take it at home before their food, they
used it as a charm for effecting cures, as an unguent for sore eyes, as
a lifebelt for preserving them in danger of shipwreck; frequently it
was buried with them. The consecrated wine was sometimes added
to the ink used in signing treaties or decrees of Councils. But non~
of these unscriptural practices is so blasphemous as the idolatry practised before the Reserved Sacrament in Roman Catholic and Ritualistic
Churches. The abuses mentioned above prove that the reservation
of the sacrament is inseparable from and intimately bound up with
superstition. These facts were well known to the Fathers of the
Reformation, who, being endowed with that wisdom from above,
which is before all things" pure," prohibited reservation of the sacrament for any purpose whatsoever in the Reformed Church of England.
RESERVATION AND IDOLATRY.
When, in the course of time, unlettered barbarians were received
in large numbers into the Church (" baptized in pla.toons "), the error
that the bread and wine actually became Christ's body and blood took
root and grew until, in the ninth century, we first hear of a pyx being
se.t on the altar to hold" the Lord's body." But even then the idea
of worshipping it had not arisen. Such idolatry became prevalent
after the promulgation of the dogma of Transubstantia.tion in 1215.
Then Christ must be conveyed as a King (although styled the Prisoner
of the Tabernacle) through crowds of kneeling or prostrate idolators
with the sound of bells, priests, and acolytes, walking backwards, so
as not to turn their backs on the King of Glory. In 1627 this breadgod was first " exposed" ou the altar for adoration, and, finally, still
in the form of bread, He gave His blessing to the worshippers at the
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newly devised service of Benediction, when tbe priest blesses with the
wafer the deluded devotees of this idolatrous cult.
IDOLATRY THE LOGICAL SEQUEL OF RESERVATION.

Once admit the error of the Real Presence, and idolatry must follow
therefrom. If Christ is present in, witb, or under the bread and wine,
then He must be worshipped in them. But He is not present in them in
any other manner than He is present everywhere. Our Lord's human
nature is "in heaven and not here." Even Rome admits that it is
material" idolatry" to worship a wafer which has not been consecrated
with the "intention" of the priest, and which he may hold up by
mistake for" the adoration of the faithful."
Dr. Darwell Stone has recently acknowledged in the Church Assembly
that the proper word for the devotions offered to the Reserved Sacrament is "adoration." The Black Rubric styles such adoration by
the proper Scriptural term" idolatry," "to be abhorred by all faithful Christians."
RITUALISTIC IDOLATRY OF THE RESERVED SACRAMENT.

The following is from a typical Ritualistic manual:Reservation of the Blessed Sacrament for the Sick and Dying, by
the Rev. C. H. E. Hall, M.A., published by request, sold by J. Masters.
Over the title are these words: "Lo, I am with you always: Reservation of the Blessed Sacrament." On page 11 is this paragraph: "The
. chief devotional use which the faithful ordinarily desire to make of the
Reserved Sacrament is to go and pray before it. This, as is well known
by those who practise it, seems to be one of the most fruitful of all
occasions of grace, and is a becoming tribute to the love and majesty
of our Divine Lord, Who so tenderly condescends to make it His delight
to be with the sons of men, and is thoroughly in accordance with the
mind of the whole Church." (Quoted by Sir Lewis Dibdin in his statement against Reservation before the Archbishops of Canterbury and
York, pp. 83, 84.)
Now

WE ASK, WHAT IS THE PRACTICE OF THE RITUALISTS

1

Sir Lewis Dibdin, in putting question 1142 to Mr. Athelstan Riley at
one of the sittings of the Royal Commission on Ecclesiastical Discipline,
said, "There has been a certain amount of evidence of processions of
the sacrament in church, principally connected with services on Good
:Friday, very much like the Mass of the Pre-sanctified in the Church
of Rome." But :Father Thurston, the well-known Roman Catholic
theologian, says that there was not for a thousand years any clear
instance of any Christian seeking the Reserved Sacrament in order to
pray before it. ":Father" :Freestone, of the Community of the Resurrection, says, ., The development of any cultus of the Reserved
Sacrament was the direct outcome of the acceptance of the doctrine
. of Transubstantiation." To which Bishop Gore adds his imprimatur,

,
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"I cannot doubt that that was the case." (Reservation: By the
Bishops of Oxford and Chelmsford, p. 47.)
Much more might be added to the foregoing, but enough evidence has
been adduced to prove that the Reservation of the Sacrament in the
early days of the Church gave rise to various superstitions which
culminated in flagrant idolatry. Let us give the testimony of so
impartial a witness as Bishop Westcott, who writes after witnessing
the elevation of the Host in a Roman Catholic Cathedral: "It was
certainly the most thrilling moment I ever remember, when in-Cathedral I was present at the Mass. I could see the Host as it was
elevated on the fingers of the priest, and at that moment there was
a crash right through the building. It was the rattle of the soldiery
presenting arms. It was indescribably shocking in its effect on me.
I felt at that moment, you may say what you please, but here is
idolatry, naked and awful."
The U1te Bishop of Zanzibar gave the Anylo-Oatholic Oonvention the
slogan, "Gua·rd your tabernacles." The Protestant slogan must be,
.. Recover your Oommunion Tables."
[The above is issued by Protestant Truth Society, 3 & 4, St. Paul's
Churchyard, E.C.4. Price Is. per hundred.-EvIToR.]
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE Committee are grateful to friends who have arranged services and
meetings in the interest of the Society, at which collections have been'
taken for the funds. By these services, not ouly does the Institution
benefit financially, but the good work done becomes more widely known.
On July 2nd the Anniversary Service was held at the Hornsey Rise
Home, when Mr. A. W. Mills, of Eccles, preached an excellent sermon
from Zech. xiv. 7. In the afternoon the Annual Sale of Work was
kindly opened by Miss Biddulph, who referred to the fact of the Society
having been inaugurated by young people, and the desirability of the
interest of young friend.s being maintained.
It has been arranged (D.V.) to hold meetings in the interest of the
Society on Aug. JUh at Walton-on-the-Naze, and on the 25th at
Devizes.
CHRIST O~TLY.
" WERE you baptized with waters from the Jordan; confirmed with
never so much pomp; and took the sacrament, or, as they say, • went
to celebration,' on every holy day and every unholy day likewise;
and were you to expire with unction on your face and with the priest's
lying absolution in your ears, you would go down to hell despite of
it all, if you had no t,ruer faith, no brighter hope, than these thiugs
could inspire; for other salvation is there none, but that which you
can find in Christ, without any priest to mediate, or any minister to
intervene between you and Him."-O. H. Spurgcon, Sermon No. 3397.
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iliebteUls anlJ jbttces of 15ootts.
THE ORIGIN OF THE MASS. By Rev. EDWARD BOURDERY. Pp. 30.
Price 6d. (Protestant Truth Society, 3 and 4, St. Paul's Churchyard, London, E.CA.)
The author of this pamphlet was formerly a Roman Catholic priest,
and he is now a pastor in the Reformed Church of France. He has
devoted himself to the study of ancient liturgies, and this pamphlet
is one of the results of his studies. He was stimulated to write it
through reading the theories of Dr. Orchard on the subject of Transubstantiation. He says that "History proves that the Church
existed for more than a thousand years without any doctrine of
Transubstantiation."

THE BRITISH MONARCHY AND THE SEE OF ROME. By MICHAEL
MCCARTHY. Pp. 125. Price 2s., postage 2d. (Protestant Truth
Society, 3 and 4, St. Paul's Churchyard, London, E.C.4.)
We reviewed this work a few months ago. A second edition has now
been called for, which indicates the popularity of this volume. We
learn that a copy of the work has been sent to every member of
Parliament.

THE CONVENT SCHOOL. By Archdeacon THORPE, B.D. Pp. 16.
Price 2d. post free. (Protestant Truth Society, 3 and 4, St. Paul's
Churchyard, London, E.C.4.)
This is an excellent warning against the spiritual perils to which
Protestant pareuts expose their children by sending them to convent
schools.
We have received" The Little Captive Maid," by Alfred Dye. In
16 pages of rhyme it gives the story of Naaman's cure. The price is
M. post free, and the publishers are C. J. Farncombe & Sons, Ltd.,
30 1mperia.1 Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, E.C.4.

We have received Our Year Book from the Lord's Day Observance
Society. It is a report of the earnest work of this Society for the past
year. Copies may be obtained from the L.D.O.S. Office for 6d., at
18, Buckingham Street, Strand, W.C.2.

