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THE CUPS OF THE SAVIOUR, THE SAVED,
AND THE LOST.

" My cup runneth over."-PSALM xxiii. 5.
THE spiritual portion which we propose by the LORD'S help to
serve out on this occasion to members of His family, has to do
with cups. We read in Scripture of the cup which the SAVIOUR
Himself drank. We read also of the cups which His people
drink, and lastly, we read of the cups which are drunk by the
wicked. May the LORD enable us to feed profitably upon this
portion of spiritual meat. May we be able to say with Jeremiah,
" My words were found, and I did eat them; and Thy word was
unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart: for I am called by
Thy name, 0 LORD GOD of hosts" (Jer. xv. 16).
1. First, let us think of the cup which the SAVIOUR drank.
He refers to this in the garden of Gethsemane. There He
"began to be sorrowful and very heavy." There it was that He
said, "My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death." There
it was that, having fallen on His face, He prayed, saying, " 0 My
Father, if it be possible, let this (;cup pass from Me: nevertheless
not as I will, but as Thou wilt." Three times over He thus prayed
(Matt. xxvi. 37-44). Luke tells us that, "Being in an agony He
prayed more earnestly: and His sweat was as it were great drops
of blood falling down to the ground" (Luke xxii. 42-44).
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What did the LORD mean by "this cup" ~ Doubtless He
meant the cup of penal suffering, put into His hand to drink in
the place of His people. Their sins merited eternal death, but
He died in their stead. They were under a curse because of their
failure to continue in all things that are written in the law to do
them. He, in infinite mercy and grace, redeemed them from the
curse of the law, being made a curse for them. All His sufferings in life were no doubt part of the cup which He voluntarily
drank for the eternal salvation of His people, but His death, now
about to be endured, was the consummation of His atoning
sufierings. The hour had come when He must needs drink to the
very dregs the cup of penal suffering which His people merited,
and, though He naturally shrank from the terrible ordeal, He
acquiesced fully in His FATHER'S will. "Not My will, but Thine
be done."
Accordingly, shortly afterwards, when Peter used his sword
and smote the high priest's servant, the LORD said, "Put up thy
sword into the sheath: the cup which My FATHER hath given Me,
shall I not drink it?" (John xviii. ll).
It was His FATHER'S appointment that He should drink this
cup. "It pleased JEHOVAH to bruise Him." "Awake, 0 sword,
against My Shepherd, and against the Man that is My Fellow,
saith the LORD of hosts: smite the Shepherd, and the sheep shall
be scattered" (Zech. xiii. 7).
Who can fathom the depth of sufiering which our great Surety
endured both in body and in mind when He drank the cup which
His FATHER had given Him ~ Who can measure the greatness of
His love to His people in drinking that cup in their stead ~
"Death and the curse were in my cupo CHRIST, 'twas full for Thee!
But Thou hast drained the last dark drop'Tis empty now for me !
That bitter cupLove drank it up ;
Now blessing's draught for me! "
Blessed be GOD that CHRIST our DiviDe and gracious Surety
willingly and fully drank the cup of suffering which His people
deserved.
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"Who now accuseth them
For whom their Ransom died ~
Who now shall those condemn
Whom GOD hath justified ~
Captivity is captive led;
For JESUS liveth, that was dead."

o let us never tire of praising Him Who loved us and gave Himself for us.
2. Seoondly, think 0/ the cups which the saved people 0/ GOD
drink.
First, they drink "the ~p 0/ salvation." The psalmist speaks
of this when he says, "What shall I render unto the LORD for all
His benefits toward me? I will take the cup of salvation, and
call upon the name of the LORD" (Psalm cxvi. 12, 13). As the
FATHER put the cup of penalty and of death into CHRIST'S hand,
He saves
He puts the cup of salvation into the hands of His people,
o
them and calls them with a holy calling. He saves them according
to His Own purpose and grace given them in CHRIST before times
eternal. When the believing sinner realizes that GOD hath saved
him he asks, "What shall I render unto the LORD for all His
benefits toward me ~" Then he answers his own question and
says, " I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of
the LORD." That is, I will grasp and appropriate by faith the
cup of His saving mercy which He has put into my hand, and
I will go on seeking for fresh mercies at His hand.
" Alas! from such a heart as mine
What can I bring Him forth ~
~ly best is stained and dyed with sin;
My all is nothing worth.
"Yet this acknowledgement I'll make
For all He has bestowed;
Salvation's sacred cup I'll take,
And call upon my GOD.
" The best return for one like me
So wretched and so poor,
Is from His gifts to draw a plea,
And ask Him still for more."
Had it not been that my LORD had drunk the cup of penal
suffering, I could not have received the cup of salvation. He came
into the world to save sinners such as I am. He came to seek and
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to save that which is lost. To Him be the glory that I am saved
in the LORD with an everlasting salvation. The saved also drink
a running-over cup. When the cup of salvation has been through
'grace appropriated, the saved one is ready to say, " My cup runneth
over." He has tasted of the Gospel feast spread out on the table
Divinely prepared. He has been anointed with "the oil of joy
for mourning." His heart is filled with all joy and peace in
believing. The FATHER has clothed him with the robe of righteousness, welcomed him to His family, placed him at His festive board,
given him the assurance of reconciliation, pardon, and peace, and
he feels that his cup of happiness is full to overflowing. Such is
the blessed experience of the one to whom the LORD has said,
"I am thy salvation." "I have blotted out, as a thick cloud,
thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins" (Isaiah xliv. 22). 0
the blessedness of the man, "whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered."
The cup of persecution is another cup which all the saved have
to drink. The two sons of Zebedee were reminded of this when
they and their mother came to JESUS, and requested that they
might sit the one on His right hand, and the other on His left in
His kingdom.
The LORD told them that they would indeed drink of the cup
that He would drink of, and be baptized with the baptism that He
would be bap,tized with. The question of their position in His
kingdom had to be left in abeyance, but they were taught that,
as His followers, they would be called upon to suffer with Him,
ere they would be glorified together with Him. This is the
appointed portion of all the saved. Compare (1 Thess. i. 6 with
iii. 3, 4). "All that will live godly in CHRIST JESUS shall suffer
persecution" (2 Tim. iii. 12). The servant is not greater than
his lord. If the men of the world hated and persecuted CHRIST,
they will hate and persecute His people, but, "If we suffer, we
shall also reign with Him " (2 Tim. ii. 12). Like the apostles, we
have reason to rejoice, if we are counted worthy to suffer shame
for His name.
The cup 0/ chastisement is another cup which the saved people
of God have
to drink.
,
The people of Israe~ were GOD'S chosen people. Frequently,
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however, He felt it necessary to chastise them for their sins. To
such chastisement the prophet refers when he says, "Awake,
awake, stand up, 0 Jerusalem, which hast drunk at the hand of
the LORD the cup of His fury,. thou hast drunken the dregs
of the cup of trembling, and wrung them out" (Isaiah li. 17). A
cup full of severe chastisement was put into the hands of GOD'S
ancient people, because of their many sins. This did not indicate
that the LORD had cast them off. . So far from that He says, in
the twenty-second verse, "Thus saith thy LORD, the LORD, and
thy GOD that pleadeth the cause of His people, Behold, I have
taken out of thine hand the cup of trembling, even the dregs of the
cup of My fury,. thou shalt no more drink it again." There does
come an end to the chastisement which the LORD sees fit to visit
upon His people. Then the LORD says, "Break forth into joy,
sing together, ye waste places of Jerusalem: for the LORD hath
comforted His people, He hath redeemed Jerusalem" (Isaiah lii. 9).
The chastisement which the LORD sees fit to visit upon His
children is not always severe. It may only take the form of
small tests of their patience and faith, but there is no son of His
whom the LORD chasteneth not. "If ye be without chastisement,
.whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons." It·
is good for us to be disciplined, and "whom the LORD loveth He
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth" (Heb.
xii. 6-8). .
There is another cup which may be called the cup of remembrance.
This is a literal cup which the LORD'S saved people are commanded
and privileged to drink. The LORD JESUS, in the same night in
which He was betrayed, "took the cup, when He had supped,
saying, This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as
oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me. For as often as ye eat
this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the LORD'S death till
He come" (1 Cor. xi. 25, 26).
The LORD, Who drank the cup of penal suffering to secure the
eternal salvation of His people, would have them always to remember His dying love. He would have them frequently to drink of
the cup of wine which represented. His atoning blood which was
shed for many for the remission of sins. Can we ever forget what
He did for us 1 Can we ever tire of saying, " Unto Him that loved
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us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood . . . be glory
and dominion for ever and ever" (Rev. i. 5, 6).
3. Lastly, let us think solemnly of the <YUps which the lost drink.
They drink what may be called the <YUp of sin, and they go on
drinking it. Their carnal minds are enmity against GoD. They
are not subject to the law of GOD, neither, indeed, can be.
We read of a woman" arrayed in purple and scarlet colour,
and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a
golden <YUp in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her
fornication." With tills woman "the kings of the earth have
committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have
been made drunk with the wine of her fornication." In uther
words they have been attracted to tills gorgeously arrayed woman,
and to the golden <YUp willch she held in her hand, and they have
drunk deeply of the idolatries and of the abominations willch it
contained (Rev. xvii. 2-4).
Whatever the precise significance of tills woman, and of the
golden cup in her hand, there can be no doubt that it suggests a
truth applicable to the world at large. The whole world lieth in
the wicked one, and its peoples for the most part are attracted by
the pomps and vanity of this wicked world, and are drinking
deeply out of the golden cup willch is full of rebellion against GOD.
They who go on drinking of tills cup will eventually have to drink
of the cup of Divine judgment, indignation and wrath. We read,
. "If any man worsillp the beast and ills image, and receive ills
mark in ills forehead, or in ills hand, the same shall drink of the
wine of the wrath of GOD, willch is poured out without mixture
into the <YUp of His indignation .. and he shall be tormented with fire
and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence
of the LAMB: and the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for
ever and ever" (Rev. xiv. 9-11).
Again, we read that "great Babylon came in remembrance
before GOD, to give unto her the <YUp of the wine of the fierceness of
His wrath" (Rev. xvi. 19). Evidently, terrible judgment will
eventually fall on all who are identified with Babylonianism and
Antichristianism. We have read in The Times of the existence of
an " Anti-God" Society in Russia. We have read that in America
there is an " Association for the Advancement of Atheism." It
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is terrible to think of such awful antagonism to Him Who sits on
His throne in heaven, and "Who worketh all things after the
counsel of His own will." As in the time of Moses, so now there
are those who say, "Who is the LORD, that I should obey His
voice ~ " (Exod. v. 2).
Be it ours, however, to tremble at His word. Solemn indeed
will be the portion of those who know not GOD, and who obey not
the Gospel of our LORD JESUS CHRIST. Such will be "punished
with everlasting destruction from the presence of the LORD, and
from the glory of His power; when He shall come to be glorified
in His saints, and to be admired in all them that believe" (2 Thess.
i. 9, 10).
We live in days when the truth concerning the wrath of GOD is
denied and repudiated. The Word of GOD, however, plainly
teaches that "Upon the wicked He shall rain snares, fire and
brimstone, and an horrible tempest: this shall be the portion 0/
their cup" (Psalm xi. 6). We rejoice in the blessed assurance
that" GOD is love," but we must not forget also that" Our GOD is a
consuming fire." His eternal love has been shown in providing a
Surety for His people, a Surety Who has drunk the cup of penal
suffering in their stead, in order that they might drink tlie cup of
eternal salvation. 0, if we have, through infinite grace, tasted of
this cup, let us never tire of praising His name. Let us remember
that it is no credit to us if we are among His saved people. We
have nothing which we did not receive. Let us also walk very
humbly before Him, and seek to manifest our gratitude by living
not unto ourselves, but unto Him Who died for us and rose again.

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomn.s HOU1Jhton).

"THE Queen feels more strongly than words can express the duty
which is imposed upon her and her family to maintain the true and
real principles and spirit of the Protestant religion; for her family
was brought over and placed on the throne of these realms solely to
maintain it; and the Queen will not stand the attempts made to
destroy the simple and truly Protestant faith of the Church of Scotland,
and to bring the Church of England as near the Church of Rome as
they possibly can."-Letters oJ Queen Victoria.
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PRAYER BOOK REVISION.
V.
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IN RELATION TO THE FIRES OF SMITHFIELD.

" If ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst
of a burning fiery !urnace."-DANIEL iii. 15.
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THE present great controversy about Prayer Book Revision ought
to lead Christian men and women to study carefully the history
of their own country, especially the history of the Reformation
in the sixteenth century. Although this is a reading age, and
an age when books of all kinds are printed by the million, it is
greatly to be feared that it is only the few who give attention to
real, solid, informative reading.. What is called light reading is
devoured. Novels, magazines abounding in stories, and sensational newspapers, all occupy the attention of the public. The
railway bookstalls provide travellers with abundant reading of
this kind. A journey in the underground railways of London,
morning and evening, shows how the greater number are occupied
with the literature of sensational newspapers. How few, however,
give attention to solid reading! The Bible, the best Book of all,
though printed by the million, is very little read. Protestant
papers like the English Churchman are only bought by the few.
The GOSPEL MAGAZINE is only purchased by those who love the
doctrines of grace, and the history of the great Protestant Reformation is almost totally neglected. The result is that a large number
of people who profess to be Protestants are unable to give a reason
for the hope that is in them, and do not realize the far-reaching
evils of the proposed new Prayer Book.
The Bible is largely a book of inspired history, and it was
written for the instruction of the people of God. The more we
read, mark, learn and inwardly digest it, in dependence on the
teaching of the Spirit, the better it will be for us. The history
of our own country, and the history of the professing Christian
Church are also intended for our instruction. The record of God's
dealings with nations and individuals is full of teaching and
warning. Behind the events in the history of a nation or an
individual we see the governing and overruling hand of God.
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He sits on the throne and "worketh all things after the counsel
of His own will." "He doeth according to His will in the army of
heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can
stay -His hand, or say unto Him, What doest Thou ~" (Ephes.
i. 11; Dan. iv. 35).
The present Prayer Book controversy suggests a consideration
of the question, Why were our Reformers burned ~ The late
Bishop J. C. Ryle in his book, Li"ght from Old Times, has an admirable chapter on this very question, and we are indebted to him
for some of the facts to which we now invite our readers' attention.
1. The first fact is that a large number of godly men, women and
children were burnt to death in Queen M ary's reign because of their
loyalty to God's truth.
Edward VI died on July 6th, 1553. His last prayer before his
death was, "0 Lord God, defend this realm from papistry, and
maintain Thy true religion." During his reign two Prayer Books
were issued. The first one was issued in 1549, and, though it was
a great advance in a Protestant direction, it allowed many things
which further spiritual enlightenment. showed to be without
warrant of Scripture.
.
Accordingly, in 1552, the second Prayer Book was issued. This
was thoroughly Protestant, and though other slight revisions took
place in 1559, 1604 and 1662, our present Prayer Book is substantially the second Prayer Book of Edward VI.
Edward was succeeded by Mary, his eldest sister, better known
in English history as "Bloody Mary." She reigned from 1553
to 1558. She was a thorough-going Romanist. During her reign
the use of the reformed Prayer Book was abolished, the Roman
Mass was restored, the works of the Reformers were proscribed,
leading Protestants were deprived of their offices, many were put
into prison, while others escaped to the Continent.
Bishop J. C. Ryle says that" during the last four years of Queen
Mary's reign no less than 288 persons were burnt at the stake
for their adhesion to the Protestant faith." Five of these were
burnt at Canterbury. only a week before her death.
2. The second fact is that many of those who suffered at the stake
occupied prominent positions in the Church of England.
One was Archbishop Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury. Four
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of them were bishops, .and twenty-one were clergymen. Amongst
the 288 persons who were burnt to death were fifty-five women
and four children. If the Archbishop, the four Bishops, and the
-twenty-one Clergymen had at once renounced their Protestantism
they would probably have been spared, and they would probably
also have retained their positions and emoluments in the Church
of England. It was trying enough for these godly men to be
imprisoned, but to face death by burning was awful in the extreme.
They were doubtless as much attached to the Church of England
as are clergymen of the present day. They valued their privileges
and opportunities. They also valued their liberty and their
lives, but they valued above all else the precious truths of the
Gospel. They felt that at all costs they must honour God and His
holy Word and truth. Hence they felt they must renounce home,
family, friends, income, and even life itself rather than renounce
the precious truths of God's Word which had been taught them by
the Holy Ghost. They were faced not only with bonds and
imprisonment, but with an awful death, yet they virtually said,
" None of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto
myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry,
which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel of
the grace of God" (Acts xx. 24). Even women faced the flames
rather than renounce the faith of God's elect. Amongst the
Old Testament saints there were godly women who by faith were
willing to be tortured (Heb. xi. 35).
Young children, too, had grace to be steadfast in the faith and
to endure a martyr's death out of love to the Saviour in Whose
merits they trusted. These faithful men, women, and children
are examples to us to-day. The record of their faithfulness should
stimulate us to be ready, if the cause of truth and faithfulness
to God demand it, to suffer trial, hardship and loss. The possible
legalization of this new Prayer Book is making many clergymen
wonder if they can remain in official connection with a Church
which will then have renounced its Protestant character. Amongst
those who were burned at Smithfield was John Rogers, Vicar of
St. Sepulchre's, and Prebendary and Reader of Divinity at St.
Paul's. He was burned on Monday, Feb. 4th, 1555. He had a
wife and ten children. Bishop Bonner would not allow them to
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see him in prison. He just saw them as he walked to the stake
repeating the fifty-first Psalm. The French Ambassador wrote
that he went to death "as if he was walking to his wedding."
Bishop Hooper was burned at Gloucester on Feb. 9th, 1555.
Sir Anthony Kingston" entreated him, with many tears, to spare
himself, and urged him to remember that' Life was sweet, and death
was bitter,' " but he courageously replied that, "Eternal life was
more sweet, and eternal death was more bitter." When a box
containing a full pardon, if he would recant, was put before him,
he said, "Away with it; if you love my soul, away with it."
Rowland Taylor, Rector of Hadleigh in Suffolk, was burned on
Aldham Common, near his own parish, on the same day as Hooper
suffered at Gloucester. To the crowds of his parishioners who
came to greet him with tears and lamentations he said, "I have
preached to you God's Word and Truth, and am come this day to
seal it with my blood."
John Bradford, Prebendary of St. Paul's, and chaplain to Bishop
Ridley, was burned in Smithfield on July 1st, 1555, at the early
age of thirty-five. He was a Manchester man, and he had preached
constantly in Manchester, Liverpool, Bolton, Bury, Wigan, Ashton,
Stockport, Prestwich, Middleton and Chester. It is most touching
to read his letters, fragrant as they are with deep spirituality and
fervent devotedness to his Lord and Master. He stands out more
prominently than some as one who valued the great doctrines of
grace, though, as Bishop J. C. Ryle says, " All the leading Archbishops and Bishops in the reigns of Elizabeth and J ames the First,
were thorough Calvinists in matters of doctrine" (Old Paths, p. 520).
When Bradford came to the stake he held up his hands, and looking
to heaven, said, "0 England, England, repent thee of thy sins!
Beware of idolatry; beware of false Antichrists! Take heed they
do not deceive you."
Nicholas RUlky, Bishop of London, and Hugh Latimer, once
Bishop of Worcester, "were both burned at Oxford, back to back,
at one stake, on the 16th of October, 1555."
Ridley, on seeing Latimer coming to the place of martyrdom,
ran to him and kissed him, saying, "Be of good heart, brother;
for God will either assuage the fury of the flames, or else strengthen
us to abide it."
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Latimer's memorable words were, "Be of good comfort, Master
Ridley, and play the man; we shall this day, by God's grace, light
such a candle in England as I trust shall never be put out." Latimer
was above 80 years of age when he perished at the stake.
John Philpot, Archdeacon of Winchester, was burned in Smithfield on Dec. 18th, 1555. When about to suffer, he said, "Shall
I disdain to suffer at this stake, seeing my Redeemer did not refuse
to suffer a most vile death on the cross for me ~ "
Tho= Oranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury, "was burned at
Oxford, on the 21st of March, 1556." To him we owe in the main
our present Prayer Book and Articles. He was placed in confinement at Oxford in April, 1554, and he was kept a prisoner for
nearly two years. In the last month of his life his courage failed
him, and " he was persuaded to sign a recantation of his Protestant
opinions." We dare not cast a stone at him for this temporary
display of weakness. Thank God, however, he was enabled by
Divine grace to repent of his fall. On the 21st of March, 1556, he
was led into St. Mary's Church, Oxford, and was" invited to declare
his faith, and was fully expected to acknowledge publicly his'
alteration of religion, and his adhesion to the Church of Rome."
"With intense mental suffering, the Archbishop addressed the
assembly at great length, and at the close suddenly astounded his
enemies by renouncing all his former recantations, declaring the
Pope to be Antichrist, and rejecting the Popish doctrine of the
Real Presence. Such a sight was certainly never seen by mortal
eyes since the world began!" "With a light heart and a clear
conscience, he cheerfully allowed himself to be hurried to the
stake amidst the frenzied outcries of his disappointed enemies.
Boldly and undauntedly he stood up at the stake while the flames
curled around him, steadily holding out his right hand in the fire,
and saying, with reference to his having signed a recantation,
, This unworthy right hand.' . .. Of all the martyrs, strange to
say, none at the last moment showed more physical courage than
Cranmer did. Nothing, in short, in all his life became him so well
as the manner of his leaving it. Greatly he had sinned, but greatly
he had repented. Like Peter he fell, but like Peter he rose again.
And so passed away the first Protestant Archbishop of Canterbury"
(Bishop J. C. Ryle's Light from Old Times, pp. 37-39).
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These are a few of the noble and courageous men who died at
the stake in defence of the great Evangelical and Protestant principles of the Word of God. "To their faithfulness," as Bishop Ryle
says, "we owe the existence of the Reformed Church of England.
Her foundations were cemented with their blood. To their courage
we owe, in a great measure, our English liberty. They taught the
land that it was worth while to die for free thought. Happy is
the land which has had such citizens! Happy is the Church which
has had such Reformers! Honour be to those who at 8mithfield,
Oxford, Gloucester, Carmarthen, and Hadleigh have raised stones
of remembrance and memorials to the martyrs!" (Light trom
Old Times, pp. 39 and 40).
3. The third great tad which we need to remember is that these
martyrs sufjered death rather than accept the very doctrine which our
present Bishops have re-introduced into the new Prayer Book.
The four great objections to the new Prayer Book are the Mass
Vestments, Prayers for the Dead, the doctrine of the real presence
of Christ under the forms of bread and wine, .and the reservation
of the Sacrament. All these were allowed in the first Prayer Book
of Edward VI, and all of them were omitted from the second
Prayer Book in 1552., and have never since that time been re-introduced. Thus, the majority of the Bishops now on the bench,
while declaring that the changes in the Prayer Book are required
to suit modern needs, have gone back to the year 1549, and they
seek to legalize the very things which were rejected by our martyred
Reformers.
In particular, they seek to legalize the doctrine of the real
presence of Christ under the forms of bread and wine. In other
words, they seek to legalize the doctrine of Transubstantiation
which ourtwenty-eightb Article says "cannot be proved by holyWrit,
is repugnant to the plain words of Scripture, overthroweth the nature
of a Sacrament, and hath given occasion to many superstitions."
Now the principal reason why our Reformers were burned was
because they rejected the doctrine of the real presence, which is
really the doctrine of Transubstantiation. Bishop Ryle says,
" On that doctrine, in almost every case, hinged their life or death.
If they admitted it, they might live; if they refused it, they must
die. . . . Did they or did they not believe that the body and
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blood of Christ were really, that is, corporally, literally, locally,
and materially, present llnder the forms of bread and wine after
the words of consecration were pronounced 1 Did they or did
they not believe that the real body of Christ, which was born of
the Virgin Mary, was present on the so-called altar so soon as the
mystical words had passed the lips· of the priest 1 Did they or
did they not 1 That was the simple question. If they did not
believe and admit it, they were burned."
That our readers may realize the evils involved in the doctrine
of the real presence, we will again quote the late Bishop Ryle. He
says, " "Whatever men please to think or say, the Romish doctrine
of the real presence, if pursued to its legitimate. consequences,
obscures every leading doctrine of the Gospel, and damages and
interferes with the whole system of Christ's truth. Grant for a
moment that the Lord's Supper is a sacrifice, and not a Sacramentgrant that every time the words of consecration are used the
natural body and blood of Christ are present on the Communion
Table under the forms of bread and wine-grant that everyone
who eats that consecrated bread and drinks that consecrated wine
does really eat and drink the natural body and blood of Christgrant for a moment these things, and then see what momentous
consequences result from these premises. You spoil- the blessed
doctrine of Christ's finished work when He died on the cross. A
sacrifice that needs to be repeated is not a perfect and complete
thing.-You spoil the priestly o.J.jWe of Christ. If there are priests
that can offer an acceptable sacrifice to God besides Him, the
great High Priest is robbed of His glory.-You spoil the scriptural
doctrine- of the Christian ministry. You exalt sinful men into the
position of mediators between God and man.-You give to the
sacramental elements of bread and wine an honour and veneration
they were never meant to receive, and produce an idolatry to be
abhorred of faithful Christians."Last, but not least, you overthrow the true doctrine of Christ's
human nature. If the body born of the Virgin Mary can be in
more places than one at the same time, it is not a body like our
own, and Jesus was not the second Adam in the truth of our nature.
I cannot doubt for a moment that our martyred Reformers saw
and felt these things even more clearly than we do, and,- seeing
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and feeling them, chose to die rather than admit the doctrine of
the real.presence. Feeling them, they would not give way by
subjection for a moment, and cheerfully laid down their lives.
Let this fact be deeply graven in our minds. Wherever the English
language is spoken on the face of the globe this fact ought to· be
clearly understood by every Englishman who reads history.
Rather than admit the doctrine of the real presence of Christ's
natural body and blood under the forms of bread and wine, the
Reformers of the Church of England were content to be burned"
(Light from Old Times, pp. 40, 45, 46).
This doctrine of the real presence of Christ's natural body and
blood in the bread and wine is the foundation doctrine of AngloCatholicism. This doctrine is now sanctioned by the Bishops in
their new consecration prayer. The petition is offered that God's
holy and life-giving Spirit may bless and sanctify the bread and
wine, "that they may be unto us the body and blood of Christ."
A belief in a change in the elements wrought by the Holy Ghost
is thus taught, a change which regards the bread and wine as the
very body and blood of Christ, and therefore a change which leads
to adoration.
Dr. Darwell Stone says that the Tractarians "all ultimately
realized that the doctrine of our Lord's presence in the consecrated
sacrament requires that in the Sacrament He is to be adored."
Again, he says, "The doctrine of the real presence, as Dr. Pusey
and Mr. Keble taught it, leads on inevitably to the belief that,
if the Sacrament is reserved, our Lord is still there with His sacramental presence, and still is to be adored." Again he says, "the
adoration of our Lord in the reserved Sacrament by congregations
follows from the adoration of Him at the time of Mass" (Faith of
an En.glish Oatholic, pp. 52, 53).
By their new consecration prayer, and their permission to reserve
the Sacrament perpetually, the Bishops are undoing the great principles of the Reformation. They are seeking to make doctrines
and practices legal which our martyred forefathers died rather than
sanction. A serious and deliberate attempt, then, is being made
to overthrow the Reformation settlement. The nation is to be
asked through its Parliament to turn its back on those very
principles in defence of which Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer, Hooper,
23
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Bradford and others went to the stake. That God may avert this
calamity if it be His will should be our prayer. Let all Christian
·men and women of whatever denomination pray against this evil
and use their influence for its overthrow.
In the words of good old Bishop Ryle, "There is a voice in the
blood of the martyrs. What does that voice say ~ It cries aloud
from Oxford, Smithfield, and Gloucester-' Resist to the death
the Popish doctrine of the real presence, under the forms of the
consecrated bread and wine in the Lord's Supper.' "
THE EDITOR

Whitington VWarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Th= Houghton).

A CALL TO THE LAITY.
By THE LATE BISHOP J. C. RYLE.
Laud's history shows the immense importance of the laity taking timely
interest in the condition of the Ohurch of England.-Nothing, it is clear
to me, preserved the Church of England from returning bodily to
Popery, two hundred years ago, but the active interference of the
laity. I do not say it would have happened in Laud's time. I do not
think he ever meant the Pope at Lambeth to be subject to the Pope
at the Vatican. But I do believe that another twenty years of
unopposed, systematic, persistent, un-Protestantizing, would have
" educated" a generation of semi-Papists, and paved the way for
downright Popery. From this we were not preserved by the Bishops
and Clergy, but by the laity taking up the matter in the House of
Oo=ons. I grant their remedies were violent, and their surgery
coarse and savage. They let blood profusely, and did great harm in
some directions, if they did good in others. But one thing I always
maintain was done by Hollis, Dering, Pym, Hampden, and their companions. They prevented the nation going back to Babylon. They
stamped out Popery for the time being in England. Even the Civil
War was better than the return to Popery.
I hope the laity of this day will never forget this. They are the
real hope of the Church of England. Our future depends greatly on
their conduct and line of action. If they sit still and let things take
their own course, I see nothing but evil before us. If they arise in
their might, like their forefathers, and demand that there shall be no
Romish innovations, no un-Protestantizing practices allowed in our
Communion, there is yet ground for hope. It is not too late to win a
battle. Once let the laity raise the old Ory-" Nolumu8 leges Angliw
mutan: We will have a Protestant Establishment or none at all "-and
I shall not despair of the Church of England.-Light from Old Times.
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UaperS).

WELLSPRINGS.
" For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye
"in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming? For ye
are our glory and joy."-1 TRESS. ii. 19, 20.
I HAVE just laid down a precious sermon of the graciously gifted Rev.
W. Krause, from the text, John iv. 34. In it he shows in his usual
beautiful style the glories of the King of Salvation as seen in the
individual cases of redeemed sinners, when as Son of Man He " came
to seek and to save," and how the Great Shepherd when upon earth
went after the " one sheep" in the wilderness until He had found it
(as in the narrative of the Samaritan woman), whilst after His ascension
the work of the Holy Spirit was so marvellously displayed by the
ingathering of great multitudes to the glory of Emmanuel's name.
The closing remarks of this sermon are upon the workmansh;p of Hjg
own hands in those who are created ;n Christ Jesus, and he points out
what" a beautjful reflection there wjll be in everyone who is looking
to Jesus, and who is gazing at the glory of God as it is manjfested in
the face of Jesus Christ." One wondered jf the dark Asiatic, who
doubtless was a " son in the faith" to the beloved preacher, was amongst
his hearers on that occasion, whose face was so often radiant as he
drank in the truths from Mr. Krause's lips. He had been led by the
cords of irresistible love into Bethesda, and there straight from the
streets wjth ms basket of merchandise through which he gained his
scanty living, and ;n his native costume, he would sit down upon the
floor in Oriental fasmon near the pulpit and gaze up into the face of
his beloved Pastor, who doubtless had been the ;nstrument in God's
hand of this dear vouth's salvat;on. The sweet narrative is to be
found in the GosPEL MAGAZINE for 1853. The writer tells how in
passing out of Bethesda one Sabbath noon, a heavy and unexpected
shower of rain caused the congregation to take refuge under the portico.
As the people stood there, their nUnister presently also came out, and
whilst several hastened forward to shake hands wjth him, !1ft. Krause
pressed through them all in a seemingly unceremonious manner. The
writer of the story goes on to tell how they perceived then the explanation of his conduct, as he hastened up to an Asiatic youth in his native
costume and asked, "Did you understand my sermon to-day, what I
was talking about 1 " and overheard the reply, " Me did." And then,
flushed wjth his preaching and the crowd of his hearers gathering
around him, they listened as he conversed wjth the youth. Subsequently the writer of the narrative saw the youth regularly at the
weekly lectures with his basket upon his arm near the door, or seated
on the floor near the pulpit, wjth his dark animated countenance
riveted on the preacher.
.
About a year after Mr. Krause had been called to his eternal rest,
our narrator tells how, in walking at Rathmines wjth her sister, she
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suddenly came upon one who had before attracted their notice, dark
in complexion, but not in mind. He proffered his basket of articles
for sale, when I asked, " Do you know us 1 "-" Me do." My sister
asked, " Well, how are you getting on 1" and received the reply,
"-God provide for me all de day." "When did you see us 1" Mistaking the question, thinking we had asked, " Where would you see
us 1 " he replied: "Me see you before de great throne, wif all God's
people, wif your Father and my Father, wif your God and my
God." But I said, "When did you see us before this 1" "Mr.
Krause! me did," while he could scarcely restrain his emotion as
he mentioned his name. "Me did often see dere dis lady and you
and another sister." We observed, "Mr. Krause is now in the full
enjoyment of what we who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ will also
enjoy presently!" .. Yes, lady, me love de Saviour, because when
Him die, me die, too, and when Him rise, me rise, too: den de body
die in de grave, but de soul live ; and when Him come again, den me
get glorified body like Him. Me like to die, but me not afraid to die,
but me wait de Lord's time." He was selling Testaments in French,
German and Italian, observing, " Me got these try do good to our own
people," and with further commendation to the Divine Author and
Bestower of every blessing they parted, rejoicing as they considered
the extreme simplicity with which he spoke and seemed to rest in the
sweet promises of Scripture, and how earnestly he had given a reason
for the hope that was in him through faith in a dying, risen, ascended
and coming Saviour. Of such" a brand plucked from the burning." ;
of such a trophy of Divine grace, could not, and doubtless did not the
beloved Krause say in his joy at the salvation of yet another redeemed
sinner, as said the apostle in our text, "For what is our hope, or joy,
or crown of rejoicing 1 Are not even ye in the presence of our- Lord
Jesus Christ at His coming 1 For ye are our glory and joy." Oh!
the invincible, irresistible, and unquenchable operations of the Holy
Spirit, Who led this African youth into the place of worship where he
was to hear to the salvation of his soul the truths of the everlasting
Gospel 1 And the same words might be said .of every redeemed and
sought-out sinner who is enabled to overcome all the hindrances which
the Devil puts in the way of every coming sinner. "While he was yet
acoming the Devil threw him down." But Jesus conquers in the end,
and puts forth His blood-bought rights and says, "That sinner is Mine."
Let Satan hinder as he may, and interfere as oft as he can, Jesus will
see" of the travail of His soul," and
., Satan must yield his long-held prey
When Jesus bids them come away."

Then in vain will earth and hell oppose any longer.
.. Men walk on proudly in free will,
But Jesus sways His sceptre still,

His foes shall feel His sovereigu power
And meet His solemn reckoning honr.

•

'...•

,

The Gospel Magazine

341

All nations to our God belong,
He shall inherit all His Throng,
The people of His Sovereign choice,
And they in Jesus shall rejoice." (Irons.)
And'so, relying upon the mighty operations of the Holy Spirit, faithful
ministers of the everlasting Gospel go on sowing" beside all waters."
They pray and watch as stewards that must give an account unto God,
and their souls are fired with heavenly desire for the salvation of the
souls of their hearers. Who can tell the secret wrestlings and travailings
in birth of these faithful stewards of the Gospel! Who knows what
are their groanings at the mercy-seat, their watchings, their fastings,
their wrestlings, their fears with alternate hopes as they watch for
souls! And then, what love can be like that which is found in the
heart of a spiritual pastor to his child in the faith, a begotten one
through the Gospel! It was clearly evidenced in the scene before us.
The high-born, classical, educated scholar, the preacher with such
rare and choice gifts, pressing through the many around him to speak
to that one poor ignorant foreigner. Perhaps the heart of the Pastor
had often been cheered as he saw the face of this youth lightened with
heavenly light and drinking in the truths of Gospel. He was doubtless
one of whom, like the apostle, Mr. Krause could say, "Ye are our
glory and our joy and crown of rejoicing" in that day. Crown of
glorying as the margin says. Very true, but mark where thai crown
of glorying is. "Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord J esns
Christ at His coming!" We think of the word in Luke xv. 7: "There
is joy in the presence of the Angels of God over one sinner that repenteth." There is the crown of rejoicing in the presence of our Lord
Jesus Christ, Who amidst that radiant throng will be the one we look
for, gaze at, and adore! The apostle had the Christ of his salvation
in his mind, and the Christ Who had brought about the salvation of
sinners, and Who should have all the glory of it.
" Not at the Crown He giveth, but on His pierced hand;
The Lamb is all the glory of Emmanuel's Land."
Oh! well had the apostle cause to glory in these Thessalonian
brethren. They were a church for whose sakes and the Gospel's he
who had begotten them in the faith, had suffered much persecution
and a "great fight of affliction." Separated from them, yet longing
after them, he sent forward his brother and fellow-labourer in the
Gospel, Timothens, to comfort them concerning the faith and to hear
of their spiritual welfare. And when the" glad tidings" were returned
to him of their steadfastness, faith and charity, his heart rejoiced, his
spirit was revived and he counted his sufferings as nothing, and he says,
" Therefore, brethren, we were comforted over you in all our affliction
.and distress by your faith; for now we live, if ye stand fast in the
Lord." Oh! the unspeakable joy to a faithful Pastor's heart, if he
can with the apostle say, " We give thanks to God always for you,
making mention of you in our prayers. Remembering without ceasing
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your work of faith, and labour of love and patience of hope in our
Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father." The fruits
of the Spirit well springing up and flourishing, so that whilst they
patiently laboured in spite of much affliction which they suffered, their
happy posture was" to wait for His Son from heaven." The saying
of an old commentator truly puts it, " A good people may ease their
pastor of a great deal of pains; and the pastor hath his part and share
in his people's commendation. If they grow famous, he cannot lie
obscured "-(Trapp). Thus writes this great apostle of the Gentiles
of his much-loved flock, unto whom he had longed to come but was as
frequently hindered by the great enemy of souls. Satan might, however, hinder the personal visit, whilst Paul was detained to argue with
Stoics and Epicureans, but the Word of God is not bound. No power
can frustrate the work of grace in the heart of a coming, seeking, longing, grace-taught sinner. That goes on blessed by its Divine Author,
and so the apostle rejoiced knowing that" the pleasure of the Lord
would prosper in His hand, and that He would keep His hand upon
His own workmanship, and perfect the vessels to His own glory." "For
what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the
presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming? For ye are our
glory and joy."
A lively and solid hope! a sure source of rejoicing! a steadfast
faith tw.t He Who had begun the good work in them would perform
it unto that day when the crown of His people's hope, the consummation
of all their expectation, would come, bringing His saints with Him,
and fetch His waiting people Home to be for ever in His Presence in
unsullied holiness, in perfect bliss and unending joy. '. The "light
afflictions" all for ever past and the " far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory" entered upon. The countless redeemed myriads
will cast their crowns at the feet of their All-worthy Saviour and God,
Who has bought them with His own most precious blood, ransomed
them from sin, Satan, and the grave, and Who now in the midst of His
great congregation leads Redemption's song ;" And God is all in all in that great day,
And He is their exceedillg great Reward;
Their stream of Life, their beautiful array,
Their food, their joy, their radiance, Christ the Lord;
The music of their wondrous song shall say,
How great the joy that passeth thought or word."

R.
" THAT awful night (medireval darkness) was chased away by the
glorious Reformation, and the principles of liberty have had a shining
day;" but who does not see the evening shades gathering around us
again, threatening midnight darkness with tempestuous horror?
Intellectual pride vaunts itself against the light of revelation; superstition is trampling upon the simplicity of the Gospel; and error, of
every name and form, is at war with the truth."-Joseph Irons.
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Sermon!> anb N otef5 of Sermon!>.
REDEMPTION.
A

SERMON PREACHED ON WmT-SUNDAY,

1896,

BY

THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON.

(Ooncluded from p. 25<10.)
" Ohrist hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse
for us: for it is written, Oursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:
that the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through
Jesus Ol"'ist: that we might receive the promise of the Spirit
through faith."-GALATIANS iii. 13, 14.

AND then notice next God's purpose underlying this redemption.
" That "-the initial word in the 14th verse, and it occurs again lower
down, is the connecting link between the redemption work of Christ
and the blessing of God's people; the Greek signifies" in order that."
So then, Christ hath redeemed us, hath become a curse for us, "in
order that the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through
Jesus Christ." He became a curse that His redeemed people might
inherit the blessing-set the one over against the other as they are
here opposed to each other. What is "the blessing of Abraham" ?
What do you take " the blessing of Abraham " to be? The earthly
possession? The reference is not to that, certainly not primarily to
that, for the earthly possession is a figure of good things to come;
the earthly Canaan was a type of the heavenly portion, and you will
find how the early patriarchs. under the teaching of the Holy Ghost,
as recorded in the eleventh of Hebrews, looked through the earthly
portion and set their affection on the heavenly inheritance. They
acknowledged themselves strangers and pilgrims on the earth, a people
who were looking for a heavenly portion, a city which hath foundations,
whose Builder, whose Maker, God was. Yes, the blessing of Abraham
was a spiritual thing, you will find it in the 4th of Romans-the blessing
of Abraham. "What shall we then say that Abraham, our father
as pertaining to the flesh, hath found?" This" hath found," at God's
hand, what has he found? "For if Abraham were justified "-as a
sinner-" by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God.
For what saith the Scripture? Abraham believed God and it was
counted unto him for righteousness. Now to him that worketh is
the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him that
worketh not, but believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his
faith is counted for righteousness. Even as David also describeth the
blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness without
works, saying, Blessed are they whQse iniquities are forgiven and whose
sins are covered. . . . Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by
grace; to the end the promise "-mark-" the promise might be sure
to all the seed," Jews and Gentiles, it means, being believers, " to all the
seed; not to that only which is of the law"-the Jew-" but to
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that also which is of the faith- of Abraham "-'the Gentile-" who is
the father of us all." And then the closing verses from the 22nd:
" And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness. Now it was
not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him; but for
us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on Him that raised
up Jesus our Lord from the dead; Who was delivered for our offences
and was raised again for our justification. Therefore being justified
by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ."
Now, there is the blessing of Abraham. It is justification by faith
without works-that is the blessing of Abraham, and you see this
blessing belongs to them who with him are believers, whether they are
Jews or Gentiles. Now Christ became a curse for them, whether they
are Jew or Gentile, in order that justification-that is, the vinilication
of the believer from all legal charges and claims-might be theirs.
This is the blessing not of Abraham only, but of Abraham's seedall believers in the Lord Jesus, in Him as the Redeemer, and the sole
Redeemer, by substitution the Redeemer of sinners.
And then, lastly, the other" that," or, "in order that," which you
have in the verse again, connected with the 13th verse. "Christ
hath redeemed us from the curse of the law . . . in order that we
might receive the promise of the Spirit." You see the union now
between the work of Christ and the offices of the Holy Ghost. He so
worked out the obligations His Father had imposed upon Him, and
which He had voluntarily undertaken, as to include for me the reception
of the Spirit, the Holy Ghost Himself. This does not mean the Holy
Ghost was purchased, but it means that Christ by His work secured
unto me that I should receive the promise of the Spirit. The necessity
lay in me and not in the Holy Ghost, and that is why I cannot say that
the Holy Ghost was bought by Christ for me. The work of Christ
was so conilitioned as to secure for me the blessing of the Holy
Spirit, but all the operations of grace must be in me, solely in me.
You notice the word" receive" in the 14th verse, " in order that we
might receive," and that secures receiving the quickening operations,
and the sin-convincing operations, and the illuminating operations,
and the sanctifying operations of the Holy Ghost unto every
redeemed sinner. It secures the 1'eception-" in order that we might
receive." How secure it makes it. Hence we go to God in our
helplessness, we confess it, we plead such a passage as this, we
plead the redemption work of Christ, His blood, His righteousness,
and we ask that for His sake the gift of the Spirit may be our enjoyed
portion. Oh, how blessed, how simple, how it meets these needs and
fears of ours. How well it is that we should remember that the work
of Christ was designed to make sure that we should receive the blessing.
I think of that dear blind man who sat by the wayside in the neighbourhood of Jericho who hearing the multitude pass by asked what it meant 1
He was told Who it was Who was passing by, Jesus of Nazareth, and
then he began to cry out, "Thou Son of David, have mercy on me,
have mercy on me." And some of the passers-by bade him be quiet,
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for he cried out because he· was needy. He cried out because he was
poor and blind and he knew it, and he felt it. But those who bade
him be quiet were not blind, they have no such need and they could
not sympathize with this poor, feelingly blind man. Well then Jesus
He bade him uigh, and then they said unto him, " Be of good cheer:
He calleth thee." And then He put this question to him, "What
wilt thou that I shall do unto thee 1" And you have in this his
answer, "Lord," said he, "that I may j'eceive my sight," not" that
Thou wouldst give" but" that I may receive my sight." How dependent that man felt himself to be for power to receive the blessing! Now
that is the teaching of our text, that Christ so died, so suffered, so
obeyed, as tha~n order that-His redeemed "might receive the
promise of the Spirit through faith."

WAITING FOR THE COMING OF THE LORD.

A

SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE MR. J. E. HAZELTON ON SUNDAY
MORNING, DECEMBER 10, 1911, AT STREATLEY HALL, LONDON.

" And to wait for His Son from heaven."-1

TRESS.

i. 10.

THE Second Advent of our most blessed Redeemer is the great subject
of the two letters which Paul, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit,
addressed to God's people at Thessalouica. You will find not one
chapter in these two letters in which the Second Coming of our Lord
Jesus is not very blessedly referred to. In this first letter each of the
five chapters closes with a blessed reference to the great hope of the
Church. We do not read one sermon of the apostle's, as recorded in
the Acts of the Apostles, in which the Second Coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ is not referred to. There is no book in the New Testament, no Epistle in which this same Divine Advent is not portrayed
by the pen of inspiration. There is no prayer which the Apostle Paul
records on behalf of those to whom he wrote which does not contain
a reference to the appearing of our blessed Lord.
Does the Second Advent of the Lord Jesus Christ occupy that place
in the ministry in the churches of truth which it did in apostolic
days 1 Are there those references in our petitions which holy men
of God put up in days that have gone by, when Samuel Rutherford,
Augustine, Luther, Calvin, breathed forth their souls in earnest and
ardent anticipations of the day when Christ should come again 1
How is it that this great hope has fallen so much into the background 1
Partly, perhaps, the carnal, foolish and theoretical things that have
been said about the Second Coming of the Lord have caused it to be
passed over by many. But, brethren and sisters, we need to covet
and to pray for that spirituality of mind, for that expectant faith,
and for that holy longing which will enable us in an experimental,
Scriptural and vital way to look for the Second Advent of the LordJesus Christ, and to be among those who" wait for Him."
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Now, in the text which we have before us this morning, let us speak,
as enabled by God the Holy Spirit, of five things. First, the Second
Coming of our Lord as a glorious truth; secondly, a description of
those who wait for Him; thirdly, its relation to the child of God;
fourthly, its relation to the Church; and lastly, its relation to the
wicked one.
The Second Coming is a glorious truth. The Second Coming of
the Son of God-" to wait for His Son from heaven." In the Covenant
of grace, and the carrying out of that Covenant, God's dear Son is
always coming. We hear in the Eighth of Proverbs, the Son of God
speaking-the Son of God speaking as the Mediator, as the great and
glorious Head of His Church and people. Speaking to His Father
before the worlds were made, He says, "My delights were with the
sons of men" and I rejoiced in the habitable parts of the earth.
Look at the comings of the Son of God. In Eden's Garden it was
the Son of God Who co=uned with Adam unfallen. He came
again and promised to Adam, after his fall, that He would become the
Seed of the woman Who should bruise the serpent's head. The Son
of God came and called Abraham out of Ur of the Chaldees-" The
Word of the Lord came unto Abraham." The Son of God came
to deliver His ancient people out of the land of Egypt, for God saidand He has never communicated with men but by His dear Son and
by His Spirit-God said, "I am come down to deliver them." And
then what a coming we have when God Himself came down upon
Mount Sin&i as recorded in the twentieth chapter of Exodus! He came
to psalmists and to prophets, until at last, "in the fulness of time," He
came in the flesh in Bethlehem of Judrea. Again He came manifestly
as the great Sin-Bearer and Substitute of His people when He traversed
that lonely and awful road which led to Calvary. At Pentecost He
came again by His Holy Spirit unto His waiting Church. Every
visitation of love and mercy to your soul, every kindling hope, every
reviving desire, every spiritual outlook which you have in this dark and
disappointing world i.s the result of the secret coming of the wrd Jesus
Ohrist to your soul in and by His Holy Spirit. And at the last He is
to come with great power and glory. God's children are all those who
wait for the Son from heaven-wait for His Son "Whose goings
forth were from everlasting"; wait for His Son Who gave the first
promise of Himself in Eden's Garden; Who manifested Himself in
divers ways and manners to psalmists and prophets; Who came at
last in the flesh by the way of Bethlehem and Calvary; Who comes
to us by His Holy Spirit, and Who soon will reappear the" second
time without sin unto salvation." Oh, this is a glorious and a blessed
truth! May it rest in our hearts with a warm glow to cheer us in
these dark and distressful days.
The coming of God's Son from heaven is to be a pel·sonal coming.
The Lord Jesus Christ, in His body, has gone from this earth, but He
still exists. The Lord Jesus Christ has not been dissolved into nothing
like the mists of the morning. He is in heaven at this very moment
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as certainly and really and truly as He was at Pilate's judgment bar.
I love, when favoured by the Holy Spirit, to think of the identity of
Him Who dwells in the third heavens, the heavens of God. The third
heaven is that place where the Lord Jesus Christ, in the reality of His
humanity and the glory of His Person, is appearing for us. It is the
identical Lord Jesus Who is in the third heavens Who dwelt upon this
earth for thirty-three years! It is the Christ they spat upon Who
wears the crown of glory now! And it is the Christ Whom the glorified
are beholding at the present moment for Whom, I trust, you and I are
waiting. Oh for faith-which is the gift of God's Spirit-oh for faith
which comes of the kindlings of His life, for that faith which will
enable us to realize as a blessed fact the humanity of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ, the Son of God eternal, now in the everlasting
heavens.
What is He doing there! The Scriptures give us some glimpses.
He is appearing there for us. He is appearing there as the great Head
of His Church and people. He is there preparing! What that means
I do not know, but He Himself has said it-He is there preparing a
place for His people, and He is coming again to take them to that
place. Let us pray for faith that we may realize, to our souls' joy and
peace, the blessed humanity of our Lord Jesus Christ in heaven.
I know of none who has written so blessedly on this subject as J oseph
Charles Philpot; his words are beautiful. Again and again he exhorts
to seek for that faith which will enable you to realize in its blessedness
and reality that your bone and your flesh, in the Person of the Lord
Jesus Christ, are upon the throne of the eternal glory. He went up
from earth to heaven from the slopes of Olivet, and as He disappeared
the angels came and said, " He Who has gone up shall come again in
like manner." "In like manner!" Ponder the words; think of
them. His Son is coming "in like manner" from heaven as He
entered into it. A good man said to me the other day, "But you
don't expect that the Lord Jesus is coming personally, do you! It
is all spiritual!" Poor man! I tried in my poor little way to show
him the truth. His presence in our hearts is spiritual, but He is
coming personally and truly" in like manner" as when He breathed
the blessing upon His disciples, and was parted from them and carried
up into heaven. He went up in Person; He went up body, soul and
spirit. He went up as the once dead but now risen Christ; in His
Person, God and Man, the Divine and the Human joined never, never
more to be parted, and His disciples saw Him. Oh, I have often
thought how they must have watched and watched until they saw the
actual body of our Lord disappearing like a speck high upin the heavens,
and" a cloud received Him out of their sight." The body of our dear
Lord was not disp.elled into a sort of mist. We are apt, not exactly
to think this, but in our unbelief to fancy something of the kind.
When He comes again every eye shall behold Him. The glory of the
coming Christ shall enwrap this globe so that all mankind shall see
Him when He comes" the second time without sin unto salvation."
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These are not poetic figures; they are not mere spiritual symbols.
" This same Jesus" shall come again. He is on His way. All He is
doing in providence and in grace is the preparation. All the events
of human history are tending towards His second appearing. Though
nearly nineteen hundred years. have elapsed since our blessed Lord
passed into the heavens, every hour brings Him nearer.
I have been thinking a little about the parable of the Unjust Judge;
it bears very closely upon the Coming of our Lord. He spake it in
order to teach that men ought always to pray and not to faint, or be
slack as the word might be rendered. Our Lord delays His Coming,
but He says, " men ought always to pray and not be slack." Though
nineteen hundred years have passed away since the living, personal
Christ left this globe, be not slack. Lord, give us the spirit of prayer.
May we be among those who pray and wait for Thy Coming. Is this
your hope 1 Does this blessed truth fill that place in your heart and
mind that it did in the hearts of the Thessalonians when the apostle
wrote these words 1 ke we waiting 1
What are the glorified in heaven doing 1 They see Him; they worship; and they are waiting. They are waiting, what for 1 Their
bodies are sleeping here, mouldering into their parent dust, but they
themselves are with our Lord, and they are" waiting for the adoption,
to wit, the redemption of their bodies." As we are favoured, what is
our attitude 1 That of waiting also-" Waiting for His Son from
heaven" to come and take to Himself His great power and reign;
waiting for the " same Jesus" to come in the same nature, but not
to the same conditions.
Il
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No more the cross and spear,
The cruel nails no more."

Our blessed Lord's Coming! Oh, what a pillow this is to rest upon,
that our dear Lord is the same as in the days of His sojourn upon
earth. When your aching head, when your poor distressed heart,
when your tempted spirit, your weary soul, feels the pressure of the
daily conflict, oh, how sweet it is to rest by faith upon the unchanging
nature, the unchanging love and grace and tenderness of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ! What a great and glorious truth is this,
that He will come with all the glories of Heaven encircling Him, and
yet with the marks of the nail-prints! the marks of those cruel wounds
which He received when effecting redemption for His Church and people.
To " wait for His Son from heaven" is to wait for Him Whose eye is
upon those" that hope in His mercy," to wait for Him Who will not
break the bruised reed, to wait for Him Who saith, "Come unto
Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest"; to
wait for Him Who, as He left this earth blessing His dear people, when
He comes again will bless with everlasting blessings the feeblest
believer who trusts in His Name! This, then, is the prospect, the
Coming of God's Son from heaven.
Secondly-Who are they who wait for Him 1 I will not say wait
for" it," the Coming; our text says" to wait for His Son"; to wait
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for Him, for a Person Whom we trust, and to Whom our hearts have
been drawn out in love and grace and desire. The Epistles to the
Thessalonians are largely taken up with the Coming of our Lord, and
do not these epistles, in co=on with the others which the Apostle
Paul was inspired to write, set forth the marvellous growth and the
spiritual ripeness of the early Church! Here in the epistles are truths
and doctrines which we consider deep and Divine, but which were
the daily food of those to whom these letters were sent; and the
apostle directed them to the prospect of the return of Christ in glory,
that their hearts might be cheered and that it might prove to them
the most practical of all truths.
Now what are the characteristics of those who wait for His Son!
The Thessalonians were very decided; grace had made them so. Read
the two letters. No semi-Christianity was theirs; no languid, lifeless,
second-rate religion; they were bold and without compromise. God
had done great things for their souls; the whole current of their lives
had been reversed; their being and their aims had been transformed;
their hearts, their creed, their principles had been changed.
Where the truth of God, by the power of the Holy Spirit, grips the
heart of a poor sinner there can be no " change of views" as the cant
phrase has it in the present days. I do not wonder at men and women
changing their views; I should if I were not kept. But if we are
truly convinced by the teaching of God the Holy Ghost as to the great
verities of the everlasting Gospel, there can be no change of views in
relation thereto. We are led to mourn because we see and feel so
little, but I declare that I know that what I preach is the saving truth
of the living God. I pray that you who are here this morning may
know by the same Divine teaching that this is the Gospel of God, and
the Gospel that uplifts and that gives the outlook-Waiting for the
coming of His Son from heaven. Oh, for more firmness in the things of
God! I do not know how it is that many are so desperately afraid of
saying something which may offend someone else in relation to Divine
things. Let us seek to live at peace with all men as far as possible, but
as God has taught us, may we be enabled to stand, and not to gloss
the truth over. "Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God"don't say much about that. Why! God's Word says, "Knowing,
brethren beloved, your election of God. For our Gospel came not
unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and
in much assurance." Here are the people who" wait for the Coming"
of their Lord.
Now see how this was brought about. In the preceding verse the
apostle says (v. 9), ". For they themselves show what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve
the living and true God." Here. is the messenger in the message;
here is the Apostle Paul in the message. He preached and he had an
entering in to those Thessalonians. God the Holy Ghost so blessed
the message that it had an entering into the hearts of those Gentile
idolaters; and where this is so, there is a turning. N.ow, have you
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been turned 1 It is the turned sinner who waits. They were turned
by the entering in of tpe glorious Gospel of the blessed God. "Turn
us, 0 God, and we shall be turned "-turned from idols, turned from
the dead, turned from the false, " turned from idols to serve the living
and true God." When the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ enters the soul there is a turning from death to life, from a dead
profession to a living and loving and incarnate Lord. The faith of
these Thessalonian believers entwined itself around the Person, the
work, and the Coming again of the Son of God. How is it with you
and me 1 Where are \ye 1 Have we been turned through the powerful entering in of God's Word to our .souls 1 I do not ask if you can
mentally describe how the Word entered in; it steals in sometimes;
but even then it is under the power of God the Holy Spirit, and it
enters the heart to work.
See, from the preceding text, what it is a turning from. From the
seen to the unseen, for an idol is a seen thing. It is a tnrning from sin
to the Saviour; a turning from the fading to the immortal. It is
that a sinner is drawn by Grace Divine into a new orbit, and from
henceforth, in that orbit, is held by that great central power of Christ,
to leave it no more for ever. "Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God." How did the apostle know their election of God 1 He
tells us in the next verse, that sweetly bears upon the one just quoted
concerning the "entering in " of the Word: We know your election
of God because my Gospel-that which I have been commissioned to
preach, the power of which I have felt-because" my Gospel came
not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost
and in much assurance." Here are the elect of God; those in whose
hearts, as poor idolatrous sinners, the Word of the living God has
entered with power, to affect the conscience, transform the will, to
convert the life, to change the heart. Oh, that we may know much
of the entering in of the Word of the Lord in this respect!
Now as we prove the preciousness of Christ Jesus the Lord, as here
we taste that He is gracious, as here we are favoured to know a little
of His love, as here we experience the conflict, the inner strife day by
day, so shall we be brought to " wait for His Son from heaven."
Next, look at the words in relation to each believer. We will not
go outside these two letters. We have in the second Epistle, first
chapter, this word spoken, that when His Son from heaven shall come it
will be " to be glorified in His saints, and to be admired in all them
that believe." And what is it to " believe" 1 There is one who has
a very strong faith, much assurance, and who rejoices in the Lord.
And there is another who saysU

A guilty, weak and helpless worm,

On Thy kind Arms I fall,
Be Thou my Strength and Rigbteousness ;
My Jesus and my ALL."

and there is another who says-
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" My faith looks back to see
Tbe burden 'I'bou did'st bear
When banging on tbe accursed tree,
And hopes ber guilt was there " -

all these are alike believers although the degree of their faith differs
widely. Now the message of the Gospel is this, when Christ the Lord
shall come, when the Son of God shall be revealed, it will be " to be
admired in all them that believe." The -angels will look, if I may so
speak, at Mr. Despondency and his daughter, Much Mraid, and Mr.
Ready-to-Halt, and Mr. Little Faith, and they will all be with Christ
for ever, saved by free and sovereign grace, and Christ will be
admired in all them that believe, for" He shall see of the travail of
His soul and shall be satisfied "-not one redeemed one mi~sing; not
one of His sheep snatched away from the hands of the Good Shepherd.
All the crown jewels of the Lord Jesus Christ, absolutely safe! You
know that old story of the Roman matron whose friends were showing
her their jewels and ornaments, and she said, " I have no such jewels,
but I will show you mine"; and she produced her two sons, which to
her were all that a mother could wish. And so the" jewels" of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ are His dear people, andothere shall
not be one missing in the day of His Coming, when He comes" to be
admired in all them that believe."
The Apostle Paul was searching, yet very tender. I was struck
this morning in looking through the second chapter of this Epistle,
to note how beautifully the apostle, under the teaching of the Spirit,
describes himself. This is what every God-sent minister of the Gospel
would covet to be. In the seventh verse he compares himself to a
nurse. He says, " I want to be to you like a nurse that cherishes her
children." Then in the eleventh verse he says he wants to comfort
them" as a father doth his children." And in the seventeenth verse
he speaks of bearing a brother's part to them. The nllrsing as of a
nurse, the comfort as of a father, and the love of a brother consisted
in his pointing them to the appearing of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ.
Here are the watchwords for the Church in this day of ours, as
contained in the last chapter which we read: Watch! Be Sober!
Rejoice! Pray! "And I pray that God may sanctify you wholly,
spirit, soul and body." Oh, are there not reasons as deep as God's
work in our hearts why we should wait for the Coming of His Son
from heaven 1 What is earth 1 It is a vast cemetery. Where are
the friends in Christ who were with us in our early daYH 1 In heaven;
their bodies sleeping in the earth. Where are our dear ones 1 We
look back to the days we spent with them in the things of God, and
they appear almost as a dream. Death! Death! nut when Christ
comes again, His footfall shall awaken the sleeping body of each
saint, and body, soul and spirit they shall be with and like their Lord.
Three worlds-four worlds-await the coming of the Son of God!
Heaven, with all its shining hosts, waits to see the Lamb of God take
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to Himself His great power and reign. Earth, whereon is His struggling
Church, waits, wistfully looking for His return. The grave-the
world of the graves, where the sleeping boilies of His saints rest, waits.
Hell waits, for that will be the consummation of the awful doom that
rests upon that world of woe. And we to-day are waiting, I trust,
waiting, looking, hoping, expecting. In relation to the Church of God,
a poor troubled man I am, and so are you. We are like Martha,
careful and troubled about many things, fretting, repining, murmuring,
grumbling. I am not preaching at you, but it is what I am myself,
with such a Saviour, with such wonderful grace, with such a prospect!
Now, what does the apostle say? "To you who are troubled rest
with us." And where was he resting? On the Person of his Lord.
"Looking for the coming of the great God and our Saviour Jesus
Christ." Oh, the time is not far ilistant when Christ shall come again.
Dates I know nothing about, for" of the day and hour knoweth no
man," but God Who is in Heaven; but this the Lord says, that as the
lightning flashed across the sky, so shall the coming of the Son of Man be
-as a flash of lightning-in as short a space of time; so our Lord will
come unexpectedly. Blessed are they who are found ready and ,,;aiting
for Ris appearing.
Then will the end of the reign of evil take place. We read in the
second letter that the Wicked One shall be revealed-the son of perilition, revealed only to be consumed by the breath of His mouth.
Popery, ritualism, infidelity, all shrivelled up. To-day you see this
working out on the right hand and on the left-men and women who
believe nothing, are yet the most credulous of mortals. In a clay of
worldliness ancl atheism there are all sorts of superstitions, and men and
women are willing to believe and receive them. But the Devil's power
is going to encl. Oh, how the Devil dogged the steps of our Lord during
His sojourn upon earth! The Devil clared Him at the foot of the Mount
of Transfiguration through that poor afflicted child who was brought
there. The shadow of the Devil fell across the table on the occasion
of the Last Supper in the person of Judas-and at Calvary. But the
Devil never crossed the path of Christ after His resurrection. Christ
had obtained the great and glorious victory. He was busy after
Pentecost and ever since, but Christ is coming Whose right it is to
reign. God grant that we may be made right and kept right, and
may our eyes be fixed upon the bright and blessed Person of our
coming Lord, knowing that when He shall come all will indeed be well.
" THE law of God is immutable. Its precepts are always binding
and its penalty must be inflicted either on the sinner or His substitute."
-Dr. O. Hodge.
" THE thief upon the cross was justified the moment that he turned
the eye of faith to Jesus; and Paul, the aged, after years of service,
was not more justified than was the thief with no service at all."O. El. Spurgeon.
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SERlIWNETTES FOR STAY-AT-HOME SUNDAYS.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYE~, M.A., RD.
"COMFORT THE FEEBLEMINDED."
1 THE ss. v. 14.
" COMFORT the feebleminded." This is one of the exhortations of the
Apostle Paul to the Church of the Thessalonians. The Greek word
translated feebleminded in the A.V., and which occurs in this one
passage only of the New Testament, means low-spirited or faint-hearted.
It is translated "faint-hearted" in the Revised Version. The lowspirited or faint-hearted have always been found among the people of
God. Hence it is we have so many" Fear nots " in the Bible. Sometimes this condition is mostly physical, but whether physical or spiritual,
it can only be relieved or removed by the promises, exhortations, and
assurances of the Word, applied to the heart by the Holy Spirit. Those
who seek to comfort the faint-hearted must wield " the sword of the
Spirit, which is the Word of God. The bereaved among the saints at
Thessalonica were to be comforted by the prospect of the Coming of
the Lord Jesus from heaven, when the dead in Christ should be raised,
and the living saints caught up together with them, in clouds, to meet
the Lord in the air. Wherefore, says the apostle, "Comfort one
another with these word., " (see 1 Thess. iv. 13-18). Paul was enabled
to comfort the saints in their trials and sufferings, for he had endured
similar, and experienced comfort in them, at the hand of "the God
of all comfort," as he writes in his second Epistle to the Corinthians
(2 Cor. i. 3, 4). "Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them
which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are
comforted of God."
Ministers and Sunday School teachers are sometimes depressed and
faint-hearted regarding the result of their work, but may again be
encouraged by such assurances of the Holy Scripture as, "My Word
. . . shall not return unto Me void; but it shall accomplish that which
I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it "; or 1 Cot.
xv. 58, " Always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye
know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord."

Some of the Lord's people are harassed by doubts and fears regarding
final salvation. How shall we endeavour to comfort such, depending
upon the blessing of the Holy Spirit upon his own Word? We would
refer them to the words of the Lord Jesus Himself, so solemnly introduced: "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth My word,
and believeth on Him that sent Me,.hath everlasting life, and shall not
come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life" (John
v. 24), also to those of His apostle, Heb. vii. 25, " Wherefore He is able
also to save them to the uttermost (or completely) that come unto
God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them."
24
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With such precious words we would endeavour to "Comfort the
faint-hearted."
.
" Through the love of God our Saviour,
All will be well ;
Free and changeless is His favonr,
All, all is well.
Precious is the Blood that healed ns;
Perfect i. the grace that se..led us ;
Strong the hand stretched out to shield us;
All must be well."
THE ECLIPSE AND ITS CORONA.
IT seems remarkable that both dear" Follower-on" and I should have
been led to write for last month upon love messages from the Lord
in the sky-the rainbow and the outspread white wings. "Let the
skies pour down righteousness," tokens of His abiding almighty grace.
His Covenant love recalled to "Follower-on"; His protecting love
to " Nettie."
Oh, dear reader, "There is none like unto the God of Jeshurun Who
rideth upon the heaven in thy help, and in His excellency on the
sky." And again in His most precious word (which is true every word
of it), "Thy faithfulness shalt thou establish in the very heavens."
And so, as the child of God looks up, he sees never-failing love, proclaimed from Him Who rideth upon the heavens. "I do set my bow
in the cloud." "I will remember My Covenant." "I will look upon
it." It used to be, and still is, a very sacred assurance, when I look
upon a very beautiful rainbow or even a faint rainbow, that God is
looking upon the rainbow itself, and upon me, and remembering. Then,
thinking upon the white wings spread all across the Devonshire sky, I
feel the blessedness of " dwelling in the secret place of the Most High
and abiding under the shadow of the Almighty," and I think of the
sweetness of the assurance that" He (the Almighty) shall cover thee
with His feathers, and under His wings shalt thou trust." The
trusting is followed by realization and rejoicing. "In the shadow
of Thy wings will I rejoice" (Psa. lxiii. 7).
Now I am led again to the subject of His messages written on the
sky. The wonderful eclipse lately witnessed by so many has given
rise to renewed thought, and the underlying comforts and assurances
of the darkened sun in the early morning of June 29th. In the description by eye-witnesses (I did not see it myself) there are many parallel
lessons and tender touches of His abounding consolations in the
darkest hours, Who is Himself our Sun and our Shield. On one
occasion some years ago, I was travelling on the railway when an
eclipse of the sun occurred, not total as this year, but very largely
obscured. As the eclipse advanced in its course over the sun, a very
strange, weird feeling came on. The appearance over the whole
landscape was very strange. The colouring changed. The earth all
round seemed suddenly bereft of life. Then when the eclipse was
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over how glad all nature seemed around. There was a briskness and
brightness and colours over all in strange contrast to the deathlike
gloom just past. Thus it is with the Christ life. When He is in the
ascendancy and visible we rejoice in "the healing in His wings," or
beams.
"How tedious and tasteless the hours
When Jesus no longer I see.
Sweet hirds and sweet joys and sweet flowers
Have lost all their Bweetness for me."

But when the tedious, tasteless hours have fled, and His brightness
appears, life is flooded with joyousness.
"Birds with gladder songs 0' erflow,
Flowers with deeper beauty shine,
When we know as then we know,
I am Christ's and He is mine."

The sight of His face shining upon us again renews faith and hope and
love, as we bask in the sunshine of His face. I always think the
Benediction, "The Lord make His face to shine upon you," very
sweet.
" A sight whose grandeur passes all telling" is the description given
by one who saw the total eclipse. It was a grey windless morning.
In many places rain was falling and heavy clouds gathered round,
obscuring the sun before the moon passed between the earth and the
sun. Is not this the case of the believer's vision when anything passes
between the sight and the sun's brightness! I read in one description,
"the morning clouds were first touched faintly with the pinkest
promise of sunrise." Just so the soul maybe in a wondering, dreading
state of uncertain expectancy, yet tinged with hope believing in the
sunny assurance that "I shall yet praise Him for the help of His
countenance." "Unto you that fear My name shall the Sun of
righteousness arise." Ab! it is not totally dark. The Sun behind
the clouds is still shining in undimmed brightness.
U

Flowers need night's cool darkness,

The moonlight and the dew;
So Christ from one who loved him
His shining oft withdrew."
Thus Mrs. Cousins paraphrased a sentence from one of the letters
written by that most ardent, most rapturous soul, Samuel Rutherford,
of sacred memory. But Christ's shining was not withdrawn long.
He revealed His heart of tenderness in deeper colouring so that the
language of Rutherford's soul wasu

0 Christ,

H~

is the founta.in,

The deep sweet weU of love "and he looked forward to the bright prospect before him singingU

The streams on earth I've tasted,
More deep I'U dTink above;
There to an ocean fulness,

His mercy doth expand."
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Then we read the bride's lamentation in the Song of Songs. "My
beloved had withdrawn Himself and was gone." Withdrawn Himself, not His gifts, but Himself. Then the joy with which she was
filled when" He looketh forth at the windows showing Himself through
the lattice." Even if she sees Him dimly, if a lattice intervenes
between so that she cannot see Him clearly, yet she sees Him showing
Himself to her. The believer cries when he cannot see Christ, cannot
feel the grip of His hand, cannot see His face, cannot understand His
dealings.
" Thou, 0 Christ, art all I WQl1t,
More than all in Thee I find:'
" He is aUogether lovely," and if it be dark and lonely he can still say
to Him:U

Sun of my soul, Thon Saviour dear,
It is 110t night if Thou be near."

His response to His longing one is, " 0 my dove (the blameless, harmless
dove), that art in the clefts of the rock," in the clefts, hidden in the
wounds of Christ the Rock, " in the secret places of the stairs," meaning
access, the secret privilege of access to Him. What a favoured lot
is thine, 0 child of God, in privilege of access. He bids thee use
it. "Let Me see thy face, let Me hear thy voice." His desire is
toward me.
My last point is the corona of the eclipse, the corona round the
darkened sun. We read from statements by eye-witnesses that the
corona was brilliant beyond description, with flashes of rainbow colours
of light. The sun still asserted his existence. Although entirely
covered from sight by the moon, yet he was there, and by and by, when
the moon passed, he triumphantly shone out again in unclouded view.
Do we not see from this that the great Antitype will not allow His dear
ones to be overwhelmed by total darkness, but shows Himself around
the darkness in bright rays, rainbow light 1
Rainbow light-His Covenant token. The rainbow light emanated
from thc sun, and does not this emphasize the fact that our Sun of
righteousness is behind the darkness, yet showing Himself, not through
a lattice which does not reveal Him clearly, but round the darkness
itself 1 Rainbow light, dear Christ-lover. Dwell on this figure in heart
and soul, rejoicing in its significance. Rainbow light when the darkness
covers Him from thy sight, when in thy view thy sins have shut Him
out altogether. Nay, He remembers His Covenant. He has blotted
out thy sins from view and will remember them no more. He beholds
thee in Christ. Thou art bound up in Him. Whether light or dark
to thee He is there. Soon the shadows will all flee away. Grace shall
end in glory, where the Lamb Himself is the light and will never withdraw Himself. Thy Sun shall no more go down. Just think of it, dear
reader, a!ld feast on its preciousness. The Lord .make His face to
shine upon thee.
NETTlE,
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THE WAY AND THE CITY.
I WAS tmnking of one or two amongst many who returned to their
own place, or who went their way after some great or unwonted experience. There was Balaam-" He rose up and returned to ms place"
when he saw that ms scheme was frustrated. He and Balak had done
what two men could to harm Israel; but all that they had effected was
to advertise to all the world and to the end of time that there is no
enchantment nor divination against the people who have the God of
Jacob for their God. What feelings of malice and hatred must have
raged in their souls, as they went each back to where he came from.
How different from the emotions that filled the heart of Candace's
treasurer, when (the Spirit of the Lord having caught away Pmlip) the
eunuch went on his way rejoicing. Who knows how he felt when he
came up to Jerusalem to worsmp? He was a queen's treasurer indeed,
but the treasures were not ms, and amongst the devout in the city of
the great King, he would hear of the salvation of Israel and yet be
more and more convinced that he himself was poor and needy and
destitute. And now he was returning still unfilled; but even though
the time had passed, it was not too late for the Comforter and Revealer
of Jesus to come to the place where he was, and to show him the Lord
Christ, Whom having not seen he loved. Then, indeed, he might say,
though not with Naomi, I went out empty and the Lord hath brought
me back full. "Tms is the day wmch the Lord hath made, we will
rejoice and be glad in it."
It is said that" the Lord went His way as soon as He had left communing with Abraham, and Abraham returned unto ms place." Sodom
and Gomorrah were to be destroyed, but while Abraham might, he
pleaded with the Judge of all the earth, that the places might be
spared. He had but one argrunent--the safety of the righteous, and
the Lord listened and regarded, increasing ms holy boldness in begging
for mercy. He was not fit to ask, but the Lord could give. But when
he got to "for ten's sake," the Lord left communing with mm-no
longer did He pour upon mm the spirit of grace and supplication, and
Abraham, then, must be dumb before Him: and waiting only for the
Lord to go first, he returned to ms place. But we know from that day
onwards what the Lord's valuation is of the haunts of men, and how
He spares for His people's sake.
" And Jacob went on ms way and the angels of God met mm." He
was on his way home from Laban, for he "longed after ms father's
house." Much, much was bemnd mm, years of toil and sorrow, but
of multiplying, blessing and sanctifying. Now Rachel was with mm,
and Leah and the cmldren, men and women servants and flocks and
herds, all given to mm by God; for he had not one thing except his
staff when he passed over Jordan b~fore. And what was before mm ?
The Lord only knew what was written down in His purpose against
the name-" Jacob." In the first place a great and comforting
deliverance, following a night of such fear and prayer as was new even
to mm, and this deliverance crowned with loving kindness and tender
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mercy. Then a miserable calamity followed by another deliverance(for our encouragement in our least hopeful difficulty)-manifestly
undeserved. Then a series of joys and sorrows, goings out and comings
in, until the morning when Joseph left home for good; then the long
dark valley, then Egypt, then heaven. But here, between Padan Aram
and Succoth, the past and the future, the angels of God met him,
and he called the name of the place, "Mahanaim." There seems to
be music in the name. It was at Mahanaim that years and centuries
after, David " lay" when he fled from Jerusalem, and from the wicked
Absalom and AhithopheI. At Mahanaim he was refreshed and all
the people that were with him, through the loyal and royal abundance
of Shobi and Machir and Barzillai. How kind the Lord was to bring
him in his extremity to such large-hearted and open-handed supporters.
But the battle had to be fought, and David numbered the people and
set captains over them; and he wanted to go at the head of them
himself, but the people besought him not to risk his precious life.
He was worth ten thousand of them and they could not endure to think
of his being exposed. It was expedient for them that he should be
away, thinking of them day and night, sending to them all they needed,
" succouring them out of the city." I wondered if it was there that he
wrote the forty-third and forty-fourth Psalms. For his soul was
cast down.' The only hope. he had was in God, God his King and his
God, not in Jerusalem only, but in banishment. "0 deliver me from
the deceitful and unjust man, 0 send out Thy light and Thy truth: let
them lead D:!e . . . unto Thy holy hill and to Thy tabernacles. . . .
I shall yet praise Him." And as he enjoined it on his soul to hope
in God and to look yet and again for the health of His countenance,
it came to him why his foundation for hope was so strong and sure.
Was not God the same as in times of old when He drove out the heathen,
and planted His own people in the land because He had a favour to
them 1 Was He not the same still, when David was in Mahanaim, as
when the angels of God were sent from heaven to the very place to
succour Jacob. And in himself he saw just such another mistakemaking, undependable wanderer, as was the fugitive who had named
the place by its name, because of what God had done for him, when he
could do nothing for himself. And David hoped in God as he prayed,
" Thou art my King, 0 God, command deliverance for Jacob," for
himself and for his faithful fighting men. And so, he " succoured them
out of the city." That is what the Lord Jesus does for His people
militant here on earth. He knows what the battle is; for in the world
and in the wilderness He went to it in Person. But now it is expedient
that He should be away. He is in the place where God's hosts are,
and where there is very great sustenance. He does not fail nor forsake
us, even for "the sighing of the needy" (if we cannot boast "the
oppression of the poor "). He says, " I will up and set him at liberty
from him that puffeth at him." All manner of store is laid up with
Him, all power is given Him, all help is His to send and to bring. While
supply is needed, so long it will be forthcoming, and then the Lord
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Himself will crown the victory. He is in the heavenly city, and we
are here, but presently we shall be there with Him, and He will show
us the place which He has prepared.
FOLLOWER-ON.

THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH.
" When He, the Spirit of Truth, is come, He wiU guide you into all
truth."-JoHN xvi. 13.
THE Bishops of the Ohurch of England are in these days constantly
claiming to be guided by the Spirit in the proposals they have set
forth for Prayer Book Revision, though it is noteworthy they rarely,
if ever, attempt to support their contention by appeal to those Scriptures
of Truth which are the product of the Holy Ghost. The omission is
significant-the claim cannot be substantiated by such reference. In
the Homily for Whit-Sunday it is written: "It is not then the duty
and part of any Christian, under pretence of the Holy Ghost, to bring
in his own dreams and phantasies into the Ohurch: but he must
diligently provide that his doctrine and decrees be agreeable to Ohrist's
holy Testament: otherwise, in making the Holy Ghost the author
thereof, he doth blaspheme and belie the Holy Ghost to his own condemnation." Our godly Eeformers were careful, it will be seen, to
bring every doctrine to the test of God's revealed Truth in His Word;
while it has been noted by many earnest souls with the deepest regret
that their Graces of Oanterbury and York (speaking between them for
over two hours), when introducing the new proposals, did not once
appeal to the authority of God's Word. Recently we were present
at a Synod of Olergy in Ooventry Oathedral, and again we were saddened
to note the arguments which for the first two and a half hours were
officially presented in support of the Deposited Book. It is impossible
to recount all, but such pleas were advanced as " the changed feelings
of people since the War" to justify Prayers for the Dead. The omissions
and alterations in the Marriage Service were supported as " demands
of the Feminist Movement" (whatever that may be). The deletiens
from the Baptismal Services of the Scriptural references to the corruption of man by nature were advised because the statements are" harsh
and hard." The re-introduction of the invocation of the" Life-giving
Spirit" upon the bread and wine was said to be " not more Romish
but more truly Oatholic" !! When opportuuity was given, a few of
us ventured humble, but we trust Ohristian and dignified, protests.
One of the o.fficial speakers at the Synod (it seemed to us grossly unfair
that special arrangements were made and facilities given for prepared
and set speeches by advocates of the new Prayer Book, while no
corresponding facilities were offered to those who oppose it) has since
sent us his speech in printed form. Humility does not seem to be ..
prominent characteristic of the present-day ecclesiastic, judging from
the speech before us, wherein we read: "We have at our disposal now
a fuller and a more balanced knowledge of primitive usage than it was
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possible for the Reformers to possess," while a few sentences later he
" speaks as one who would have preferred to see extra-liturgical devotions to our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament." We venture to suggest,
with every deference to the Rev. Canon Missioner for the Diocese of
Coventry, that it was because of the veryfull and well-balanced knowledge
at the disposal of our Reformers that they cast out of the Church of
England those same God-dishonouring ceremonies and doctrines he
would wish to see re-introduced. But, what is to be the guiding star
of the Lord's children in these days 1 Are we to be guided by the
" changed feelings of people since the War" 1 Are we to surrender
to the" demands of the Feminist Movement" 1 Are we to spurn the
statements of God's Word because they seem" harsh and hard" 1
Are we to heed the spurious argument of the modern Prayer Book
revisers that they" have now a fuller, and a more balanced, knowledge" than our Spirit-filled Reformers 1 God gives us one simple
test by which we may answer these and scores of similar questions,
and it is just this: "To the Law and to the testimony: if they speak
not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them"
(Isa viii. 20). The Holy Spirit will never, and does never, contradict
Himself. Another speaker at the above Synod taunted the "small
handful of opposers" with "thinking Archbishop Cranmer was the
only bishop guided by the Holy Ghost." We felt it our duty to reply
in the words of Scripture: "Holy men of God spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost." And as God the Holy Ghost is unchanging
and unchangeable, it is impossible to allow that He guided Cranmer
and other Reformers in the sixteenth century to cast out from our
Church, as errors, those very same things which the Bench of Bishops
now in the twentieth century claim the Spirit is leading them to bring
back as truth. For this reason we feel bound, therefore, to pray and
work unremittingly for the rejection of the Measure.-The Rev. H. R. H.
Hill, Incumbent of St. Luke's, Leamington Spa.

MOSES AT THE WAYSIDE INN.
EVERYTHING in the life-history of Moses is in the most perfect harmony
with his commission and work as a Lawgiver. Thus his first recorded
act (Exod. ii. 12) is the slaying of a man. The law is still used by the
Holy Spirit in conviction of sin as a killing law. "The letter killeth."
The first plague brought upon Egypt was turning water into blood:
the first miracle of Jesus was turning water into wine. "The law
was given by Moses; but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ." The
first judicial act of Moses after the giving of the law upon Mount Sinai
was the slaying of the idolaters: "and there fell of the people that
day about three thousand men" (Exod. xxxiii. 28). Almost the same
words are used (Acts ii. 41) of the power of the Holy Spirit unto salvation on the day of Pentecost: "and the same day there were added
about three thousand souls."
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It is to be observed that Moses, as God's servant in giving the law,
must also himself be made obedient to the law. Thus we have in
Exod. iv. 24-26; within three verses, the record of God's dealing with
him for neglect. "And it came to pass by the way in the inn, that
the Lord met him, and sought to kill him." Here we have in words
of one syllable the conviction of Moses for disobedience. He had
omitted the circumcision of his firstborn son; and God could not by
any means or in any degree overlook the omission. By a method
which is not named God sought to kill him, and only removed the
threatening by the obedience of Moses. No doubt the influence of
Zipporah had hindered that obedience; but God would not accept
that or any excuse from one who was to be His lawgiver. The
principle is still in force. Every reprover must eat his own reproofs.
Every teacher must experience and practise all he teaches.
When the appointed time-" the self-same day"-drew near for
the Exodus, God sent Moses to Pharaoh with a direct command to
liberate His people. "Thus saith the Lord, Israel is My son, even
My firstborn: and I say unto thee, Let My son go, that he may serve
Me. And if thou refuse to let him go, behold, I will slay thy son, even
thy firsthorn " (Exod. iv. 22, 23). It was while on the way to execute
this, his first commission, that God met him and sought to kill him.
God was about to deliver His firstborn; He therefore sent a threatening message to Pharaoh about his firstborn; and therefore Moses must
render an acceptable obedience to God concerning his firstborn. And
so it is to-day. He who declares in the Name of God the death of the
sinner must himself have been slain; he who sets forth God's way of
salvation must know it for himself.
The principle governing this record of a dealing of God with His
servant is still operative. When Isaiah, "in the year that" the
leprous king Uzziah died, was co=issioned to go to a leprous nation,
he must undergo the experience of being "a man of unclean lips."
Those lips were consciously purged and consecrated to service by the
touch of a living coal from the altar of sacrifice.
Similarly, Ezekiel had to "sit where the captives sat," so that his
messages could be faithful as toward God and sympathetic as toward
the captives.
May we and all who are the" servants of the living God" seek to
have" a conscience void of offence toward God and toward men."

Gricklewood.

WILLJAM WJLEMAN.

" THERE are two things we should beware of-that we never be
ashamed of the Gospel, and that we may never be a shame to it."Philip Henry .
. " EVERY man should bow down before God under the humiliating
consciousness that he is a member of an apostate race; the son of a
rebellious parent; born estranged from God, and exposed to His
displeasure."-Dr. G. Hodge.
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THE NEW PRAYER BOOK.

THIS pernicious Book received final approval in the Church Assembly
on July 6th last; 517 votes were cast for the Measure and only 133
against it. .The Archbishop of York, who was, of course, fully in favour
ofthe Measure, said, " No more important vote had ever been takeu in
that Assembly, or, indeed, in any representative assembly in which
there was a House of Laity, in the whole history of the Church of
England."
It was, indeed, a momentous vote, and is bound to have far-reaching
and serious consequences. To us it is a decisive step towards the
predicted great Apostasy, which is to precede the Coming of the Lord.
We believe that if the measure passes Parliament, it will mean the
virtual legalization of idolatry, and will consequently bring Divine
judgment upon the nation sooner or later.
God is able, however, even yet to defeat this measure, and all the
godly of the land, whether belonging to the Church of England or not,
should earnestly cry unto God that if it be His gracious will the Parliament of England may reject this measure. Every legitimate influence
should be brought to bear upon Members of Parliament. Letters
should pour into them addressed to the House of Oo=ons, urging
them to vote against the measure.
Especially should this action be taken shortly before the measure
comes before Parliament.
Let no one think that he has no influence in the matter. It may be
that the Lord may in His mercy intervene on behalf of His people, and
save us from an act of national Apostasy.
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HARBORNE PRAYER CONFERENCE
REVISION.

ON PRAYER BOOK

A REPRESENTATIVE gathering of Evangelical clergy, meeting at St.
John's Memorial Hall, Harborne, Birmingham, from June 29th to
July 1st, arrived at the following unanimous findings after much prayer
and exhaustive deliberation on the subject.
We found among the results likely to follow the legalizing of the
Deposited Book :1. That Evangelicals, who otherwise would come forward for ordination, will cease to do so, and that therefore there is every probability
that an Evangelical Ministry will cease in the Church of England; this
would affect the supply of Evangelical Missionaries for the Foreign
Field, while the use of two books would create confusion among the
Native Churches.
2. That parishioners would be deprived of their present right to
a Protestant Service in their Parish Churches, the safeguards proposed
under the .Measure being illusory; so that many loyal churchpeople
would be alienated from the National Church. We should regard the
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legalizing of the New Book as tantamount to an act of National Apostasy
from" God's Word written."
3. We consider the Deposited Book objectionable in that (a) Whereas
" the Reformers turned the Mass into the Communion," the Deposited
Book makes provision for" turning the Communion into the Mass."
(b) It legalizes Prayers for the Dead in Public Worship, thus opening
the door for the abuses of a Purgatorial system. (c) It sanctions
Reservation, which is meaningless apart from the doctrine of the Real
Objective Presence localized in the Elements. (d) It dishonours the
Holy Scriptures by mutilation and extrusion.
4. We find the Enacting Measure to be confused and difficult of
interpretation in that it states on the one hand (Section 10) that the
old Prayer Book is the standard, and on the other [Section 2 (ii) (c)) the
old Prayer Book with the addition of certain qualifying rubrics. This
alteration practically repeals the old Prayer Book.
5. We fear that if the Deposited Book becomes law the Bishops will
contemplate the "catholicizing" of the Thirty-nine Articles, so as
to adjust them to the implications of the new Book.
6. We therefore call upon all Evangelicals, both clergy and laity,
seriously to consider the question of Secession, seeing that the Church
of England would have ceased to be a Protestant Church.
7. Finally, relying upon Article 20, which declares that " it is not
la\vful for the Church to ordain anything that is contrary to God's
Word written," we deny the right of any Authority to impose upon us
the errors contained in the Deposited Book.
(Signed),

T. F. Atkinson, St. Catherine's Church, Nechells, Birmingham.
H. L. Bleby, St. Augustine's Vicarage, Derby.
A. Brown, St. Matthew's Vicarage, Duddeston, Birmingham.
A. L. Chapman, Old Hill Vicarage.
G. W. Cooper, Fairfield Vicarage, Liverpool.
N. E. Grenon, Sparkbrook, Birmingham.
H. R. H. Hill, St. Luke's Parsonage, Leamington.
T. Houghton, Whitington Vicarage, Stoke Ferry.
J. Russell Howden, Southborough Vicarage, Tunbridge Wells.
F. C. T. Jansen, Newton Solney Vicarage.
D. M. Maclaren, St. John's, Brockley, S.E.
E. Morris Jones, RC.M.S.
C. Miles, Gold's Hill Vicarage, West Bromwich.
G. Mortimore, Tipton Vicarage.
W. S. Naylor, Stanford Bishop Vicarage.
A. B. Purchas, Churchdown, Gloucester.
E. J. T. Stanley, Christ Church Vicarage, Dover.
R. T. F. Walters, Cradley Heath Vicarage.
W. J. Wilkinson, St. Paul's Vicarage, Kirkdale, Liverpool.
C. Fisher, St. John's Vicarage, Harborne, Birmingham,
CONVENER AND CHAIRMAN.
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THE LATE BISHOP J. C. RYLE AND MASS
VESTMENTS.
"
I now call on all Churchmen who love the old Church of England,
on all English Christians who love Christ, on all who clislike priestcraft or sacerdotalism, to unite as one man in resisting the efforts now
being made to obtain a legal sanction for the use of ' distinctive Vestments' in the Established Church, at the Lord's Supper. For peace'
sake let us be prepared to concede much. On inclifferent matters let
us allow the utmost liberty to men's consciences. But we must never
give up Christ's truth. If any persons want to have the Lord's Supper
formally declared to be a sacrifice, or want a sacrificial dress to be
formally legalized at the Communion Table of the Church of England,
let us firmly resolve, that we will never, never, never consent. Let our
common watchword throughout England and Wales be this-a
Protestant Established Church, or else no Established Church at all.
No compromise with Popery, whatever be the consequence. No peace
with Rome. Those that want 'the Mass' ought to go outside the
Church of England."
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(Cheltenham)
o 10 0
" A Friend" (Billinge) 1 0 0
Mr. E. Jones ..
o 11 6 Miss L. M. Houghton 1 10 0

CHRIST'S SUFFERINGS, SUBSTITUTIONARY AND
PENAL.
"ALL who have a Biblical scheme of doctrine, understand, by
Christ's dying for His people, A DYING IN THEIR ROOM AND STEAD.
They attach no lower sense than this to the expression. They hold
that Christ underwent the penal suffering which was their due, that
He occupied their place as the Sin-bearer and Curse-bearer, and that
He rendered the full obeclience which was required; and they hold
that it was a real and valid transaction-as much so as the fall, of
which it is the counterpart, and as the curse, of which it is the reversal."
--Professor Smeaton's Doctrine of the Atonement as taught by Ohrist,
p. 313.
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Woung foUts' lDage.

" KEPT."
Hew full of meaning is the little word" kept"! I suppose even the
very youngest of my readers possesses some treasure or other, which
has been kept with great care. You are careful to place it in such a
position as to preserve it from any risk of being lost, or damaged in
any way.
Is it not lovely to realize that each true believer in the Lord Jesus
Christ is described as being "kept by the power of God" 1 Only
yesterday I received a letter in which the writer told me of a sermon
which she had heard that day. The preacher had taken for his text :
" He will keep the feet of His saints." What a beautiful assurance this
is for every child of God!
Years ago an aged servant of the Lord was talking to me about her
father, who was a godly, evangelical clergyman. She told me how
he delighted in the word " kept," and once preached a sermon on it.
The more you delight in the knowledge that you are" kept" by the
Lord, the more will you trust Him in all the details of your daily life.
Well may all the children of God " commit the keeping of their souls
to Him in well doing as unto a faithful Creator" (1 Pet. iv. 19). The
night before our Lord Jesus Christ gave His life as a ransom for sinners,
He was evidently thinking much on this subject in connection with
the disciples from whom He was so soon to be separated. In that
wonderful prayer of His recorded in John xvii. we hear Him speaking
to His Father in heaven about His disciples and all who should ever
believe in Him, which includes me, and you too, if you are one of the
sheep whom the Good Shepherd has found. He tells His Father,
" those that Thou gavest me I have kept" in verse 12, and then in
verses 11 and 15,. He prays earnestly on their behalf. Listen to His
cry: "Holy Father, keep through Thine own Name those whom Thou
hast given Me." "I pray not that Thou shouldest take them out of
the world, but that Thou shouldest keep them from the evil."
The psalmist realized the truth that the people of God are " kept,"
as you will see in Psa. cm. and cxxvii" where we read, " He that
keepeth thee will not slumber." "The Lord is thy Keeper." "Except the Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain." And
he turns the thought into prayer, as we should do, when he cries:
" 0 keep my soul, and deliver me " (Psa. xxv. 20). " Keep me as the
apple of the eye" (Psa. xvii. 8).
A man named Jabez is mentioned in 1 Chron. iv. 9 as being" more
honourable than his brethren," and in the tenth verse we read that
Jabez prayed, " Oh that thou wouldest bless me indeed, and enlarge
my coast, and that Thine hand ·might be with me, and that Thou
shouldest keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me! "
It is beautiful to read next, "God granted him that which he
requested."
E. A. H.
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llhotrstant lSeacon.

THE BISHOPS' PENKNIFE.
NEW PROPOSED PRAYER BOOK AIDs THE
By THE REV. WILLIAM C. PROCTER.

MODERNIST.

Who would have thought that tlie whole Bench of English Diocesan
Bishops would have imitated one of the 'worst of the Jewish kings
twenty-five hundred years ago? Jehoiakim, when God's Word was read
before him, literally" cut it with the penknife" (Jer.· xxxvi. 23), and
this is what our Bishops have done metaphorically! The proposed
new composite Prayer Book is remarkable, not only for its dangerous
concessions to the Anglo-Catholics, but for its complete capitulation
to the Moderniats. Not only does it contain re-introductions of Romish
doctrines, ceremonies, and customs, which were deliberately rejected
at the Reformation, but it is marked by the omission or alteration
of Scriptural historical allusions, doctrinal statements, and solemn
warnmgs.
We may well ask the question which the chief priests and elders put to
Jesus: "By what authority doest Thou these things? and who gave
Thee this authority?" (Matt. xxi. 23). It is one thing to " chauge or
abolish" a form of words" ordained only by man's authority" (Article
xxxiv), and quite another to tamper with "God's Word written"
(Article xx).
In this short compass it is manifestly impossib~e to deal completely
with these emendations and alterations, so that a few specimens
must suffice.
.
I. In the alternative order for Morning Prayer, the last four verses of
the" Venite .. are omitted; though the warning is essential when " we
assemble and meet together . . . to hear His most holy word," (Opening Exhortation), and they are distinctly declared to be what "the
Holy Ghost saith! " (Heb. iii. 7-11).
2. In the alternative order for the administration of Holy Communion,
the last part of the second, third, fourth, fifth, and tenth commandments are omitted; though these Laws were not only spoken by the
Voice of God Himself, but also" written with the finger of God! "
(Exod. xx. 1; xxxi. 18: and Deut. v. 22). In the same office, an
utterly unwarranted use is made of the words of St. Matthew xxi. 9,
unless the Bishops mean to definitely recognize Transubstantiation
by it!
3. In the alternative order for the ministration of Publick Baptism of
Infants, the phrases: "For as much as all men are conceived and
born ill sin," and" That thing which by nature he cannot have," are
omitted; though they are the inspired declarations of Job (Job xiv. 4),
David (Psalm li. 5), and our Lord Himself! (John iii. 3, 6). In the
following prayer, the words: "Being delivered from Thy wrath"
are left out, though they are the clear teaching of St. Paul (Ephes. ii.
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3; and 1 Thess. v. 10), and the only Scriptural types of Baptism are
deliberately omitted-Noah in the Ark (1 Pet. iii. 20, 21), and the
Israelites in the Red Sea! (1 Cor. x. 1, 2).
4. In the ministration of Baptism to such as are of Riper Years, the
words: "That which is born of the flesh is flesh," and" They that
are in the flesh cannot please God," may be altered to: "Are from
their birth prone to sin"; thus substituting a weak human phrase
for the strong declarations of our Lord (John iii. 6) and St. Paul
(Rom. viii. 8). In the Exhortation, St. Peter's words in Acts ii. 40,
and 1 Pet. iii. 21, may also be omitted!
5. In the alternative form of Solemnization of Matrimony, the :words,
" In the time of man's innocency," are deleted from -the Introduction,
thus obscuring the fact that marriage (like the Sabbath) was ordained
before the Fall (Gen. ii. 3, 21-25), and even suggesting a doubt as to
whether there ever was such a catastrophe! The woman's promise
to " obey" is also omitted, though Scripture clearly states that it was
the consequence of Eve being" first in the transgression" (Gen. iii. 16 ;
1 Tim. ii. 11-14; compare Ephes. v. 22-24; Col. iii. 18; and 1 Pet.
iii. 1-6). The references in the prayers to Isaac and Rebekah, Jacob,
Abraham and Sarah, to the creation of " all things of nothing," and
to the " beginning" of woman, are all left out, though the very word
" woman" signifies" taken out of man" ! (Gen. ii. 23). Does this
indicate that, in the opinion of our Bishops, as of Dr. George Adam
Smith and Kuenen, the early narratives of Genesis are" woven from
the raw material of myth and legend," and that the characters described are "personifications, not real historical personages" 1 Does
the omission of the reference, in the final blessing, to " the creation of
our first parents, Adam and Eve," indicate that they have adopted the
Darwinian theory of Evolution, now almost universally discredited
among men of science" That man, however well hehaved,
At best is only a monkey shaved" ?

6. In the Commination Service, the "cursed be" of Deut. xxvii.
15--25, and other passages, is altered to " God shall judge," and the
third verse in the first of these is omitted altogether, though it is echoed
in three other parts of Scripture (Deut. xix. 14; Prov. xxii. 28; and
xxiii. 10; compare Job xxiv. 2; and Hosea v. 10).
• Truly, the Bishops have" removed" the Protestant" landmarks" by
sanctioning Vestments, Reservation, and Prayers for the Dead, and re-introducing much of the Canon of the Romish Mass! In the light of the
surrender to both Sacerdotalists and Modernists, the new proposed Prayer
Book must be repudiated. Make certain that your M.P. will vote against
it, if and lohen it comes to the House of Commons.

" FORCED absence from God's ordinances, and forced presence with
wicked people, is a grievous burden to a gracious soul. "-Philip Henry.
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THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE services and meetings which are held at various places, and at
which collections are taken for the funds of the Society, are appreciated
by the Committee, as they not only augment the income of the Society,
but afford an opportunity for making known more widely the good
work of the Society, and the Committee are grateful to the friends who
organize or take part in them.
The Anniversary of the Hornsey Rise Home was held on Friday,
July 1st. The Chapel in the grounds was filled by a congregation that
listened with pleasure and profit to the sermon preached by the Rev.
S. Champion, of Leicester. Taking for his text Luke xxiv. 29, Mr.
Ohampion spoke upon: (1) The Resolve; (2) The Reason; (3) The
Request; (4) The Result.

•

In the afternoon Lady Pearce·Gould spoke most warmly of the
Society's operations when she very kindly opened the Annual Sale of
Work.
Services in the interest of the Society will (D.V.) be held on Aug.
17th, at Derby Road, Croydon, and on the 31st, at Devizes, Wilts.
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THE ONE CHURCH, INCLUSIVE OF ALL THE REDEEMED. By Pastor
John Wilmot. Pp. 11. Price Id., or 7s. 6d. per 100. (To be
had of the author, Highgate Road Chapel, London, N.W.5, or
from Mr. G. H. Fromow, 10, Whitehall Gardens, Chiswick, London,
W.4.)

It may seem strange to many of our readers that there are those
who teach that the Old Testament saints form no part of the Christian
Church. This ably and thoughtfully-written pamphlet clearly refutes
that notion, and shows from Scripture that there is but one Church of
God, which includes all the Redeemed.

"PAUL delights to trace every spiritual blessing to its true and only
source-the free, unmerited, sovereign grace of God. He is exceedingly jealous of, and zealous for, the honour and supremacy of the
gracious Giver. He well knew that man's best righteousness was but
a filthy rag-and his holiest thought not better than abomination in
the sight of Him Who could not look upon imperfection. The highest
merits of fallen creatures could not claim more than place among the
lost. Therefore he cannot speak of any part of the wonderful work
of salvation, without exclaiming "Grace to it I Grace to it I ' " DEAN LAW.
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