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WHOLEHEARTED PRAISE.

'" I will praise thee, 0 LORD my GOD, with all my heart: and I will
gl<Jri/y Thy name for evermore. For great is Thy rnerCYfJ t<Yward
me: and Thou hast delivered my soul/rorn the lowest hell."PSALM lxxxvi. 12, 13.
THE Psalm in which these words occur was one of the Psalms
appointed for the morning service in the Church of England, on
Sunday, June 17, the Sunday following the wonderful deliverance
which the LORD wrought by means of the House of Commons, on
Thursday, June 14.
The words fully express the feelings of members of the LORD'S
family on hearing the news of the §econd rejection by the House of
.commons of the Prayer Book Measure. This measure was not a
matter which concerned the Church of England only. It concerned
the whole nation, inasmuch as the Church of England is recognized
.as the established Church of the nation. If legal sanction had been
.given to the Prayer Book Measure the whole nation would have
been implicated. What amounts to the Mass, and the idolatry
,connected with the Mass, and with the practice of reservation,
would have been sanctioned by the nation through its representatives in Parliament. Moreover, this Measure in a special way
-concerned all the members of the one Church of the living GOD,
.composed of all who have been Divinely called out of darkness into
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GOD'S marvellous light. Jealous as they are for the truth of GOD,.
they were naturally intensely grieved at the possibility of this
evil book being legalized by the Parliament of England. It is
bad enough that apostasy should prevail in the Churches without
the sanction of law or trust deeds, but to legalize apostasy was a
mor.e serious thing, and would eventually have brought judgment
upon the nation. Prayer, therefore, has almost unceasingly been
made by the LORD'S true people, whether belonging to the Church
of England or not, that the LORD would, if it were His gracious
will, " set His hand the second time," to defeat the efforts of those
who desired to legalize this book. His answer was given on June
14, a day ever to be remembered, along with December 15 of the
preVIOUS year.
On that night, when the division was taken in the House of
Commons, there was a majority of forty-six against the Prayer
Book Measure. Hallelujah! praise the LORD. To Him be the
glory. That was a wonderful and a remarkable deliverance. But
the praise which should be rendered to our Covenant GOD is not
limited to this great mercy. There are many other grounds of
praise. It will be in harmony therefore with our feelings at this
time if we meditate on these verses in reference to all the mercies
which we receive from our GOD and FATHER.
It is thought that the language of these verses was intended
ultimately by the SPIRIT to express the feelings of CHRIST when He
rose from the dead.
"I will prai e Thee, 0 LORD, My GOD . . . for Thou hast
delivered My soul from the lowest hell." This would be in harmony
with Messiah's language in the 16th Psalm. "Thou wilt not leave
)ly soul in hell; neither wilt Thou suffer Thine Holy One to see
corruption." JEHOVAH the FATHER delivered the human soul of
His incarnate SON from the place of departed spirits, and re-united
His soul with His body on the morning of the resurrection. In
other words, " GOD raised Him from the dead." So on the morning
of the resurrection of the redeemed, each member of the LORD'S
family will be able to say, "I will praise, 0 LORD my GOD, with
all my heart, and I will glorify Thy name for evermore. For great
is Thy mercy toward me: and Thou hast delivered my soul from
the lowest hell." Then the whole risen Church will be able to say"
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'Thank be to GOD, which giveth us the victory through our
JE U CHRIST."
The words of the inspired Psalmist also, however, describe the
believer's experience now, both with regard to temporal and spiritual
<leliverances, and with this thought in our minds let us consider
hem.
1. First notice the Divine Object to Whom praise should be rendered.
"I will praise Thee, 0 LORD," said David. The LORD is the
true Object of praise. All blessings flow from Him. "Every good
gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from
the FATHER of lights." We owe to Him all the blessings of creation,
providence, and grace. "The LORD is the true GOD, He is the
living GOD, and an everlasting KING: at His wrath the earth shall
tremble, and the nations shall not be able to abide His indignation"
(Jer. x. 10). We owe to Him all the blessings of redemption,
present and future. To Him then our praise should be rendered.

LoRD

" Oh 1 render thanks to GOD above,
The Fountain of eternal love;
Whose mercy firm through ages past
Has stood, and shall for ever last.
" Who can His mighty deeds express,
Not only vast, but numberless ~
What mortal eloquence can raise
His tribute of immortal praise ~ "
Real praise is rendered only by the LORD'S true people. Hence
David was able to say, "I will praise Thee, 0 LORD my GOD."
.JEHOVAH was his GOD, and he was one of JEHOVAH'S people. He
nad been reconciled to GOD through the blood of the coming
REDEEMER. GOD had pardoned His sins according to His Covenant
promise and had numbered him amongst His people. He was
therefore able to say, "JEHOVAH is my GOD, and my FATHER."
Let the redeemed of the LORD give thanks unto Him and praise
.and magnify His name.
2. Secondly, think of the grounds upon which we shottld render
praise to our GOD.
David's case illustrates our own. He had experienced the
forgiving mercy of his GOD. He could write from personal experi.ence, " Thou, LoRD, art good, and ready to forgive; and plenteous
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in mercy unto all them that call upon Thee" (verse 5). He was
able to say, " Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin" (Psa. xxxii. 5).
Can we all, dear readers, say that ~ Are we assured in our hearts
that the blood of JESUS CHRIST, GOD'S SON, hath cleansed us from
all sin ~
Dayjd had experienced abundant mercy. He knew that the
LORD was" plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon Him."
David's sins had abounded, but the LORD'S forgiving grace had
much more abounded. Our sins are plentiful, but His mercy is
plenteous enough to forgive them. He is a GOD Who abundantly
pardons. "With the LORD there is mercy, and with Him isplenteous redemption" (Psa. cxxx. 7). Let Israel therefore hope
in the LORD, and let the Israel of GOD who have experienced His
plenteous mercy, give to Him abundant praise. "Great is Thy
mercy toward me," said David. Yes, and His mercy is great
toward all His people. "As the heaven is high above the earth,
so great is His mercy toward them that fear Him." It is "from
everlasting to everlasting" (Psa. ciii. 11, 17).
" It is of the LORD'S mercies that we are not consumed, because'
His compassions fail not. They are new every morning" (Lam.
iii. 23, 24).
David had experienced special delivering mercy. "Thou hast
delivered my soul from the lowest hell." The Psalm may have
been occasioned by the rebellion of Absalom (see verses 14-17).
If so, David was on that occasion delivered from bodily death.
Hence his gratitude to GOD, and his determination to praise and
to glorify His name. We, too, are frequently delivered from bodily
dangers, but most of all the LORD has delivered His people from
hell fire. He has delivered them from the second death. CHRIST
hath redeemed them from the curse of the law, being made a curse.
for them. Well therefore may they say, "I will praise Thee, 0
LORD my GOD." Note the personal pronouns which David uses.
"Great is Thy mercy toward me." "Thou hast delivered my
soul." Can we personally and experimentally speak of GOD'S
forgiyjng, His plenteous, His great, His delivering mercy ~ Paul
could say, " I obtained mercy," and every sinner who can say that
must feel impelled to praise the LORD for His great and distinguishlng mercy.

"

327

The Gospel Magazine

3. Thirdly, think of the nature or oharacter of the praise whioh we
slwuld render to our GOD.
a. It should be wholehearted praise. In verse 11 David prayed,
"Unite my heart to fear Thy name." He knew the danger of
having a double or a divided heart, a heart partly fearing or reverencing the LORD, and partly filled with the fear of man which
bringeth a snare. He wishes all the thoughts and affections of
his heart to be united in fearing the LORD'S name. It is only
when the LORD thus operates upon the heart that wholehearted
praise can be rendered to Him. In another Psalm David says,
" All that is within me, bless His holy name." That is the kind of
praise which is pleasing to Him, a praise which is expressed in the
words, "I will praise Thee, 0 LORD my GOD, with all my heart."
b. It should be constant praise. "I will glorify Thy name for
evermore." Vve can never praise Him too much or too often for
all His mercies. When we remember that His mercy endureth for
ever, it is only fitting that our praises should be for evermore. AB
His mercy is everlasting our praise to Him should be everlasting.
Doubtless we have often praised Him for His redeeming, regenerating, sanctifying, keeping, and delivering mercies. Let us go on
praising Him. We can never praise Him enough for His electing
love, His redeeming mercy, His distinguishing grace. When the
news reached us of the defeat of the Prayer Book Measure we no
doubt praised His name. Let us still praise Him now that we are
reminded again of that great mercy. Let us say again, "I will
praise Thee, 0 LORD my GOD, with all my heart; and I will glorify
Thy name for evermore."
" We will bless the LORD from this time forth and for evermore"
(Psa. cxv. 18).
" Praise the LORD! for He is glorious;
Never shall His promise fail;
GOD hath made His saints victorious,
Sin and death shall not prevail.
" Praise the GOD of our salvation;
Hosts on high, His power proclaim;
Heaven and earth, and all creation,
Laud and magnify His name! "
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR

(Thomas H oughton).
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SECO~TD

REJECTION OF THE PRAYER BOOK
MEASURE.

" This is the Lord's doing,. it is marvellous in our eyes." "The
Lord haih done great things for us,. whereof we are glad."PSALMS cxviii. 23; cxxvi. 3.

THE remarkable display of God's power on June 14, when the
Prayer Book Measure was rejected the second time by the House
of Commons, calls for fuller notice than we have already given to
it. Some there were who were confident that the House of Commons
would certainly reject the Measure. We felt, however, that there
was no certain ground for this confidence. It is well known that
th.e Protestantism of Parliament to-day is not what it was years
ago. Moreover, a considerable number of members (estimated to
be about one hundred) would not pledge themselves either way.
Thus the result remained uncertain till the actual voting took place.
The majority of thirty-three on December 15 last could easily have
been wiped out. Then, it has to be remembered that strenuous
efforts were made by the Bishops, and other supporters of the
Measure, to secure its passage. The leading London newspaper
(The Times) was against us. The Prime Minister and the Chancellor
of the Exchequer were against us. One prominent Member of
Parliament who spoke against the Measure (Sir John Simon). in
December refrained from speaking this time, though he again voted
against the Measure. Altogether the influence for the Measure
was great and powerful, and a-large number of God's people felt
increasingly that if it were again rejected, it would be solely the
Lord's doing. Accordingly unceasing prayer was made to our
God and Father, by His people throughout the land. Not members
of the Church of England only, but the godly of other denominations cried unto the Lord to put forth His delivering power, if it
were His gracious will. Our cries entered the ears of our God,
and once again He wrought salvation for us. He by His power
influenced the members of the House of Commons to vote in
sufficient numbers against this Romanizing measure, so that in
the result the majority was greater than before. Forty-six of a
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a" against only thirty-three in December last; caused
he depo ited Book to be defeated, rejected, and cast out. To our
gracious God be the sole glory. We can hardly express our feelings
better than by saying, " This is the Lord's doing; it is marvellous
in our eyes." The Lord has by His mighty power blasted the
·designs, frustrated the purposes, and' disappointed the hopes of
those who desired to legalize what amounted to idolatry. He has
·demonstrated age.in that nothing is too hard for Him. No confederacy of evil is too mighty, too influential, too great for Him to
-overthrow. With Him "nothing shall be impossible.'~
'\ e fully recognize that the evils of Anglo-Catholicism and of
Modernism .still remain. They abound in the Church of England.
}lodernism abounds also in Nonconformist Churches, and even
acerdotalism is not absent. But by the great mercy of God these
-evils are not sanctioned by law in the Church of England. Without
-claiming infallibility for the old Prayer Book and the Thirty-nine
_lrticles, we are convinced that properly interpreted they give no
<luarter to Sacerdotalism or to Modernism. We admit that there
.are expressions in the old Prayer Book which it would have
been better to omit, but we believe that if interpreted in the
light of the position taken up by the Reformers these expressions
.give no support to either of the two great evils which have
gained such a firm foothold in the Church of England. The Old
Evangelicals, who are, we believe, the true successors of the
Reformers, fully recognize that the Bible alone is their supreme
rule of faith and practice. The old Prayer Book and every other
human production must ever be held subordinate to the infallible
and verbally-inspired Word of the living God.
The battle against error is by no means over, nor will it ever be
until the Lord creates new heavens and a new earth wherein
dwelleth righteousness.
There are not wanting signs that even some who have fought
faithfully and courageously against Reservation would accept parts
of the new Prayer Book which are modernistic in their character.
It seems almost certain that if the revision of the Prayer Book
had only been in the direction of Liberal Evangelicalism and
Modernism it would have passed the Commons without serious
-opposition. Modernistic teaching is gaining an increasing foothold
ID ]01'1
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in the profes ing Church, and there seems grave danger that it
will eventually prove the greatest enemy to all vital and fundamental tru h. Of course, it goes without saying, that all Modernists
are Arminians. They have no place in their theology for a verbally
inspired Bible, for the Bible doctrines of creation, the fall, redemption by the blood of Christ, and for God's predestinating and
electing love for His people. We are face to face with a movement
which is likely in the end to develop into full-blown antichristianism.
The Lord's people therefore need to be on the watch-tower.
They need to be clothed with the whole armour of God. They need
to grasp afresh" the sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God."
They need to face the foe in the power of their Lord. They need
to watch, to stand fast in the faith, to quit themselves like men
and to be strong in the Lord.
We thank God for the strength of the opposition to the new
Prayer Book which has been manifested. In this connection webelieve that we may well thank God for the Evangelical stalwartsof the past. These men-clergymen and laymen-men inside and
outside the Church of England-took up an uncompromising
attitude against Anglo-Catholicism and Modernism while they were
numbered amongst the Church Militant here on earth. By their
lectures, sermons, and writings they earnestly contended for the
faith once delivered to the saints. The present generation of
faithful men are greatly indebted under God to the influence, the
teaching, the oral and written testimony of those faithful Evangelicals
of the past who were indeed valiant for the truth. Bishop J. C.
Ryle of Liverpool, Bishop Waldegrave of Carlisle, Bishop Straton
of the Isle of Man, may be -mentioned amongst these. Dr.
Blakeney, Dean Law, Archdeacon Taylor of Liverpool, Hugh
Stowell of Manchester, Hugh McNeile, Dean Close, and Hobart
Seymour, are other names which should not be forgotten. The
great Mr. Spurgeon should also be remembered for his faithful
stand against down-grade theology. ·When we read of the able
stand taken by Sir Thomas Inskip against this new Prayer Book,
it should be remembered that his father, James Inskip, the great
lawyer of Bristol, was a stalwart witness for Evangelical and
Protestant truth.
Moreover, the name of J ames Inskip of Bristol is always associated
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in our mind with J ames Ormiston, Rector ~of St. Mary-Ie-Port,
Br' tol, editor for many years of the English Churohman, and of
he GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Wbo can measure the influence which his
written and spoken testimony has had on the minds of many who
are now fighting against Sacerdotal, Modernistic, and Arminian
error ~ We do not profess to have exhausted the list of stalwart
men in the past. How their hearts would have rejoiced at the
two-fold deliverance which the Lord in His mercy has given from
a Prayer Book which was so contrary to the 'Word of God, and to
the great principles of the Reformation.
"\, e have received letters and telegrams from various quarters
indicating the joy and gratitude which filled the hearts of many
of the Lord's people when they heard the news of the second
rejection of the Prayer Book Measure. These show how various
portions of Scripture occurred to their minds when they became
aware of this great deliverance.
The fi'rst telegram came from Bristol and said: "What glorious
news.
ee Psalm cxxvi.' This Psalm says, " The Lord hath done
great things for us; whereof we are glad." How true the words
are in reference to the defeat of the Prayer Book Measure. The
Lord had done it and as a result gladness filled the hearts of His
praying people.
The second telegram came from Yorkshire and it said: "Jehovah
Nissi. Congratulatory sympathy." This recalled the name given
by Moses to the altar which he erected when" Joshua discomfited
Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword." J ehovah
Nissi means" The Lord my Banner." He was the standard so to'
speak round "hich His people rallied when they were confronted
with the Amalekites. Under His leadership they went forth against
the enemy and by His power they conquered. It was the Lord
Who secured the remarkable deliverance in the House of Commons.
The third telegram came from London, and said: "Psalm one·
hundred and eighteen, twenty." The words of that verse are,
"This is the Lord's doing; it is marvellous in our eyes." Here
again the glory of this wonderful deliverance was ascribed to the
Lord.
From letters which we received we make the following quotations,
but not necessarily in the order in which they were received.
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A letter from Bath said: "What glorious news in to-day's paper.
The relief quite knocked me over. 'The Lord hath done great
things for us; whereof we are glad.' "
A letter from Lancashire said: " Once more we can rejoice together
and praise God separately (yet in unison)' over this truly magnificent
victory
It is the Lord's doing, and marvellous as are all
His works
We received the news at 11.30 over a neighbour's
wireless, and read Exodus xv. and Psalm cl."
A letter from Oxford said: "We stayed up till 11.20 and heard
the wonderful result of the Prayer Book debate."
A letter from Norwich said: "I am glad to send you a cheque
for 30s. for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE Fund, as a small thankoffering
(from three friends) to our Covenant God for the great deliverance
of yesterday in the House of Commons. We also desire that God's
blessing may rest upon you for the effort you have been enabled
to make in defeating this iniquitous measure."
A postcard from Bath said: "The 46th Psalm just suits the 46
majority. Te Deum Laudamus."
From Astley a letter came saying: "I feel I must write a line to
you with a thankful heart, rejoicing with you that God has heard
the prayers of His people, and given us the victory. The ca e of
.Joshua had been much on my mind, with regard to Jericho, and
all Thursday afternoon the words rang through my mind, ' Shout;
for the Lord hath given you the city' (Joshua vi. 16). Our thoughts
were with you on Thursday . . . Dec. 15, 1927, and June 14,
1928, will long be remembered. 'Hallelujah, for the Lord God
omnipotent reigneth.' I have just had the enclosed £2 given to
me, as a thankoffering for the defeat of the Prayer Book Measure
by X.Y.Z. for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE Fund."
A letter from Bristol said: "This week seemed like a nightmare.
The day the news came, I came back to the house about 7.30 a.m.,
and with eager hands opened the Daily Telegraph. 'Then was
our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with singing.' "
A letter from Birkenhead came, saying: "The Lord 'hath
triumphed gloriously,' and how true it has proved that' the Lord
is nigh unto all them that call upon Him, to all that call upon Him
in truth. He will fulfil the desire of them that fear Him; He will
alf;() hear their cry and will save them.' We have been wonderfully
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preserved as a nation from nationally approving and establishing
the wicked Popish Mass (' the Devil's darling '), and from denying
the efficacy of Christ's atonement for His people by prayers for the
dead. Praise ye the Lord, for ' if it had not been the Lord Who
was on our side' what then ~ (See Psalm cxxiv.)."
From Brighton came a letter, saying: "We join with you in gratitude to the Lord for His great interposition again on Thursday
night. He does answer prayer. That morning I had a great
encouragement. In Spurgeon's Cheque Book on the Bank of Fm:th,
for that day, the Scripture portion was 1 Sam. xii. 22: 'For the
Lord will not forsake His people for His great name's sake.' C. H.
Spurgeon encourages his readers to remember that' by all the
memories of the Lord's former lovingkindnesses let us rest assured
that He will not forsake us.' And that gave me great confidence
as to the result."
We heard of one of our readers likening the Prayer Book Measure
of 1927 to Sihon, king of the Amorite , and the Prayer Book Measur
of 192 to Og, the king of Bashan. The Lord, we read, 'slew famous
kings, Sihon, king of tbe Amorites, and Og, the king of Bashan,"
in each case, "for His mercy endureth for ever."
Certainly the double defeat of the Prayer Book Measure was a
great display of God's mercy, as \yell as a marvellous exhibition
of His power. These various communications from readers in
different parts of the country are samples of the feelings of thousands
more at home and abroad in reference to this wonderful display
of God's power on the night of June 14. 'Ve called upon the Lord
in the day of our trouble. He delivered us, and we now desire to
glorify His great name for so wonderfully working on our behalf.
May we manifest our gratitude for this great mercy by devoting
ourselves afresh to His service, and by continually giving unto Him
the honour which is due unto His great name.
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry. King's Lynn.

" GREAT

(Thomas Houghton).

grace and small gifts are better than great gifts and n(}

grace."-Bunyan's "Grace Abounding."
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WELLSPRINGS.
"Nevertheless, I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go
away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you;
but if I depa1·t, I will send Him unto you."-J OHN xvi. 7.
As the time drew near, when Jesus was to be "lifted up" and leave
this world to return to His Father, He made the gracious promise of our
text to His disciples. Nor was it the :first time that He had thus spoken
to them. They were much upon His heart, and well He knew what
His leaving them would be! And so He graciously and all-compassion-ately tells them (chap. xiv. 16, 17, 18, 26), " And I will pray the Father,
and He shall give you another Comforter that He may abide with you
for ever." We pause here to notice not only the title given by Jesus
to the Holy Spirit, but that He says that He will also be " another
Comforter," and thus blessedly setting forth that in all He had been to
them, so would the Holy Spirit be to them, comforting, relieving, cheering,
and encouraging. By His indwelling presence He would abide with them
for ever. Jesus, the man of sorrows, had indeed been their Comforter,
although they would but little comprehend to what extent, until He
was taken from them! So long as they had His presence, things went
right and well, but now, when He was to leave them, ah! well the
heart of the Divine Man knew what sorrow filling their hearts would
mean. So He reassures them in all His kind compassion that when
He is no longer with them, they shall not be left as orphans, comfortle ~,
but have One Who would never leave them, but indwell them for
·ever, and meanwhile testify of Him and bring all things to their remembrance, whatsoever Jesus had spoken unto them. He had blessedly,
tenderly, and compassionately prepared them by His gracious words,
and exhorted that they be not" troubled" in heart, but He sees that
in spite of it, and at the very thought of His being taken from them,
"' sorrow hath filled your heart." And if so at the very prospect, what
would the reality be! Yet, say~ their Divine Lord and Master,
" Nevertheless, I tell you the truth. It is expedient for you that I go
.away, for if I go Dot away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but
jf I depart, I will send Him unto you." The Father chose and" loved
the people" from all eternity, and they were long, long ages before they
fell in Adam their federal head, secure in their Hiding-Place. Then,
when in the fulness of time the Beloved Son came forth from the bosom
.of His Father, to redeem His people back to God by His own most
precious blood, He could say, " I have finished the work Thou gave t
Me to do." And now comes in the gracious work, Person, and Offices
of the Holy Spirit, Whom the Father would send in Jesu's Name. His
-coming would mean the attestation of the Father's acceptance of the
work of His Well-Beloved Son, as also of His return to His glory.
And so it was, Jesus said, " Behold, I send the promise of My Father
upon you." Rich indeed, therefore, were the titles which Jesus gave
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<>f the Holy Spirit to His sorrowing desciples! Anothe1' Corrif01·te·r!
The Promise of My Father, and The Spi1'it of T1'Uth! Oh, the vastness
of God's salvation! Is it not here exemplified that with Christ, He
freely gives us all things! These representatives of the elect Church of
Christ's mystical body were just a little band of poor unlearned and
impotent men, fishermen for the most pa.rt and earning their livelihood
by toiling in the deep. And yet they were not to be impoverished,
but be further enriched by the absence of their :Master! They were to
receive power; they were to be taught and led to see and rejoice in
" God's wonderful redemption and remedy for sin." The Holy Spirit
of Truth would lead and guide them into all truth, take of the things
of Christ and show them unto them. Oh, beloved reader, do you and
I honour the Person and work of the Holy Spirit as we would and
<>ught to do 1 But for Him we must have lain where we were;
redeemed by the precious blood, but not knowing nor rejoicing in its
blessed effects!
" Convince us of our sin,
Then lead to J ellus' blood,
And to our wondering view reveal
The secret love of God.
"Show us the sinner's Friend,
Who rules the courts of bliss,
The Lord of Hosts-the l\Iighty GodThe Eternal Prince of Peace."

The hymn-writer has here expressed just what Jesus declared of the
Holy Spirit's work. "He shall take of :Mine and shall show it unto
you." And again, " Howbeit when He the Spirit of (the) truth is come,
He will guide you into all (the) truth; for He shall not speak of
Himself; but whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He speak; and
He will show you things to come. He shall glorify Me; for He shall
receive of Mine and shall show it unto you." So that whilst the Lamb
of Calvary, the Sin-Bearer of His elect people, had fully satisfied Divine
justice and fully complied with all the conditions of redemption, fulfilled the law and made it honourable, giving His own life-" a ransom"
for the" many"-yet there was a worK to be accomplished by the Holy
Spirit, the Witnesser of Jesus, internally witnessing with our spirits,
that we are born of God. It is His blessed work to bring home to every
sin-convinced and seeking sinner that not only did Jesus die for sinners,
but that each can say, He died for me. None other but those for whom
Christ died can say this, and therefore is it that you and I desire to
honour the Holy Spirit's work in our souls, for without Him we could
never say it; nor hope that we have a part in redemption's mercy. Oh,
is He not indeed the Comforter 1 Did not the early primitive Church
prove Him to be such when, ten days after their Lord had been taken
up from them, the Holy ParacIete, the promised Spirit, descended and
filled their souls and fired their tongues in that house where they,
" with one accord," were sitting and waiting for the fulfilment of the
promised "power" and blessing. It you look through the Acts of

336

The Gospel Magazine

the Apostles, i=ediately after the descent of the Holy Ghost, you
will find more than forty references to His Person and Offices in the
first fifteen chapters; whilst His soul-reviving and never-dying fruits
are traced in every act and word in the after-life and writings of the
inspired apostles. And this same Comforter and witnesser of Jesus iswith us to-day, dear friends. Oh, do not you and I bless our God daily
for His work.and keeping grace? When, as we are constantly con-·
fronted with the temptations and allurements of the evil one, who in
these last days appears as an angel of light seeking, if it were possible,
to deceive the very elect, is it not our mercy and comfort to know we
have the witness of the Spirit that we have been taught of God and
established in the word of truth by His own internal witness? When
we hear error or specious argument, or would be attracted with the'
many to some new thing nominally Christian, and to which we see the
great bulk of Ch.ristendom drawn aside, our hearts abide. We have
been established in the Word and we again flee to it. "To the law and
to the testimony, if they speak not according to this Word, it is because
there is no light in them." The Holy Spirit guards His own deposit ~
watches over the life-seed He has graciously implanted in the soul,
and teaches His own to "try the Spirits whether they be of God."
And thus He comforts their hearts and establishes them in the Truth,
and keeps the eye of little-faith fixed upon Jesus, and Jesus only.
We cannot close this paper, without .referring to the blessedness of
knowing the Holy Spirit's presence and comfort under affiiction. Haye
we not proved Him, then, in the days of surging sorrow and bereavin
providences, to be the Comforter? He draws near, to minister His
everlasting consolations, thus lightening every burden, and dra'i\ing us
to our only Refuge, the mercy-seat, and there inspiring those words
which, wrung from the deep recesses of the heart, must unfailingly
reach heaven and bring relief and comfort down. Only the Spirittaught child knows at such times the sweet reality and all-efficacious
wo.rk of the eternal Spirit. It is He Who then strengthens faith, gives
exercise to prayer, and comforts our hearts with patience and hope and
quiet confidence and humble sub~ssion, yea, and satisfaction ,vith the
perfect work and will and way of our God. His presence, thus enjoyed,
will stay every rebellious word or quiet every uprising and contrary
thought, and give us to " be still and know that He is God," Who will
presently show us the wonderful blessings which were laid up in the
riches of His grace for all His own, who have been indwelt, taught,
comforted, sealed, and kept by the Holy Spirit of truth and promise ..
"For through Him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.'
"Now the Spirit keeps us moving
To our Father's holy throne;
Through the Saviour sweetly proving
How for sin He did atone;
Now instead of threat'ning thunder,
And of life an endless loss,
'Ve enjoy the peaceful wonder
Of our dear Redeemer's Cross.
R.
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Setmonf;) anll Notefl of SetmOllf;).
WORSHIP.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JAlIfES ORMISTON,
ON JANUARY 31, 1897.
(Concluded from page 254.)
<C

0 come, let

ttS worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord our
Maker."-PsALM xcv. 6.

o COME, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the Lord,
or Jehovah, our Maker. These attitudes of bowing down and kneeling
before are significant of spiritual subjection and submission to Jehovah.
Although He be our Father, dear friends, familiarity as between us
and Him has no place. It is with reverence and with godly fear we
worship, and I am sure these things will deepen in us in proportion
as our knowledge of sin becomes deepened in us. In proportion as
we in God's light see ourselves, what we really are, false and full of
sin, we shall worship Him still more reverently, still more humbly.
We shall take a lower place if possible than we ever had hitherto
done, we shall approach God's presence in an attitude of subjection.
And then the reasons assigned by the inspired writer: "For He is
our God," that in itself is enough. "Let all the earth keep silence
before Him." He is our God. Let us consider Him in two capacities.
As our Maker-and as such He is spoken of here. 0 come, let us
worship and fall down, and kneel before the Lord oU?' Maker." As
our Creator we are His creatures. It does not become a creature to
lift itself up in self-sufficiency in the presence of its Creator, "it is
He that hath made us, and not we ourselves." You have noticed,
no doubt, how positively and negatively that truth is put before us,
to cut off any self-assertion on the part of the creature, that no flesh
should glory in the Divine presence. He is our God every way.
And then, secondly, "we are the people of His pasture." First
you see you have a statement of what God is, He is our Maker, He is
our God, and then we go on to this, next, " We are His people," " His
sheep." This brings in redemption, for "Christ loved the Church
and gave Himself for her "-as the Greek is-the Father's choice, a
help meet for Him, the Bride of the Lamb, the Lamb's wife. And
then again it is said in the 10th of John, and the words are those of
the Redeemer, that He, the Good Shepherd, laid down His life for the
sheep, for the sheep. Have we the mark of the flock upon us? Have
we the mark of the new birth evidently-evidentLy-set upon us!
How important this question is to each, because unless it is thus with
,us how can we adopt this language: "We are the people, the people
of His pasture"? Because only those who have been born of God
can really testify, "We are the people whom God hath blessed.
We are ,the people who have been adopted into the .family and
23
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household of faith. "ve once were darkness, now are we light
in the Lord. We once walked according to the course of this
world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit
that now worketh in the children of disobedience, but our feet have
been guided into the way of peace, and now it is our joy to walk
in the footsteps of the flock." Is it thus with us? For unless
it be thus we have no right to take the children's bread and say it
is ours. The children's bread is for children, and the children are those
who have been born of God. "Except a man be born again (or from
above) he cannot see-he cannot see-the kingdom of God." Impossible. It is a spiritual kingdom and only spiritual subjects have any
standing in it. Only spiritual persons can enjoy the occupations, the
enjoyments, and the engagements that are inseparable from it. But
" we are His people, the people of His pasture, the sheep of His hand"
-this is the privilege of all who have been born of God, even the
new-born babe in Christ Jesus this morning equally with the young
men, and the fathers who have been long in the way of the Lord.
It is not a question of how old are you in the Lord. Paul speaks,
" I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago." He was in the
Lord before that. He speaks there subjectively of the work of grace.
God called that sinner, of course, who subjectively was put illto Christ
fourteen years ago. He had been in Christ in the design of God from
eternity, according to the first chapter of the Epistle to the Ephesians :
" According as He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the
world." But the Apostle speaks experimentally, and he says, I knew
a man in Christ fourteen years ago, and so forth. Yet so, dear friends,
it is, if we are in Christ experimentally, although only this morning
we were put into union by that new birth, the operation of God the
Holy Ghost Who so largely uses the Word of God as His instrument.
" Of His own will begat He us with the word of truth, that we should
be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures," or, creation. So it is, if it
be thus with us, if we have only this morning passed from death into
life, it can be-it is-the privilege of ours to say, " We are the people,
the people of His pasture, the sheep of His hand" : pasture--provision,
His hand-guiding, guidance. These are the two mercies that are so
necessary to the people of God, to be provided for Divinely, and to be
Divinely guided. And if the Lord provide we may sing in the house
of our pilgrimage, and we may sing in the days of darkness as well as
in those that are light, we can sing all the way to Zion, " The Lord
will provide." When, if you remember, Abraham the patriarch had
a trial of faith ordered him, it was identified with the mount presently
designated, "The Lord will provide "-Jehovah-Jireh. Well now,
the privilege of all believers is to dwell in that mount, to dwell in that
mount, it is the mount of the Lord. The Lord will provide. "We
are the people of His pasture." It is His prerogative, His prerogative;
and I may say it with all reverence, it is His obligation, to provide
for His Own family, and to provide for His Own SODS and daughters,
to provide for His Own dependent children. Oh, that we were more

T he Gospel Magazine

339

given to waiting upon His well-filled hand, that we were more constantly
found in the spiritually holy frame of dependence on Him. "Give us
hi day our daily bread, our Father "-that is the language of a child.
wee is this precious passage. "His past1lTe "-it must be good
pas ure, it pleases Him. It is satisfactory pasture to the Bestower,
which means it must be well provided in kind and abundant also in
measure. Hence David says, " The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not
want," and if you can get as far as that, dear children of God, why then
rejoice in your joy. "The Lord is my Shepherd," there you have the
individual aspect of an interest in Christ rather than the corporate
aspect of the whole Church's lot and portion in her Beloved. And so
it is to have a whole Shepherd, this glorious, this good Shepherd, this
chief Shepherd, this great Shepherd, all for yourself. Every believer
here thi morning has a whole Christ for his portion. "The Lord is
my portion, saith my soul." "He loved me, and gave Himself for
me." "My Beloved is mine, and I am His." "We are His people,
the people of His pasture."
And then, lastly, " the sheep of His hand." Oh, how wisely are the
people of God led. How safely are they conducted. I grant you they
pass through an enemy's country day by day, that they are beset with
ore hindrances, that their enemies visible and invisible are not a few,
yet if the Lord be, as He is, the Guide of the flock, and His eyes are,
a I have already reminded you, able to detect evil even in the darkness,
well then, let us commit our goings into His hand, let us roll this burden
on the Lord-on Him. Is your life a vexatious one? Are there
some thorns in your path, and briers? Do you know anything of
the subject of dragons, and great deeps? The Psalmist did, and many
of the Lord's people have since. If the Lord then be your Guide,
dear fellow-believers, you may commit your way to Him. You may
take up the language, "I will fear no evil. Thou art with me. Thy
rod and staff they comfort me. Though ten thousand encamp against
me, yet will I not fear." And the answer comes from Him: "A
thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand,
but it shall not come nigh thee. Only with thine eyes thou shalt
behold, and see the reward of the wicked. Because thou hast made
the Lord thy habitation, no plague shall come nigh thy dwelling. No
weapon formed against thee shall prosper, and every tongue that
riseth against thee shalt thou condemn. This is the heritage of the
servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is of Me, saith Jehovah."
May the Holy Ghost add blessing to the word, for Christ's sake. Amen.

" THEN said Mr. Holy-man. There are two things that they have
need to be possessed with that go on pilgrimage; courage and an
unspotted life. If they have not courage, they can never hold on
their way; and if their lives be loose, they will make the very name of
a pilgrim stink."-" Pilgrim's ProgTe8S," Part H.
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UPON THE MORAL LAW.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. W. ROMAINE, M.A.,
AT ST. D~ST~"'S IN THE WEST, LONDON, IN THE 18TH CENTURY.
" Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, just, and good."
-ROMANS vii. 12.
THE great Creator and Possessor of heaven and earth has an indisputable authority to make laws for the government of His creatures,
and to require their obedience. Since every thing that they have is
received from His hands, and held under Him at His pleasure, it
therefore behoves them to inquire upon what terms they hold it.
And if God has given them any laws, it is their duty to study them,
and their interest to obey them. If there be any sanctions to enforce
these laws, any rewards or punishments, they should inquire whether
these things are to be known, and by what means discovered; that
they may obtain the reward, and escape the punishment.
Whenever a serious, unprejudiced person desires to be satisfied in
these points, which so nearly concern his present peace of conscience,
and his future happiness, he will soon be convinced that God has made
a gracious provision for his instruction. God has opened His mind and
will in this matter. He has recorded His laws, and published them.
The sacred volume of Divine statutes is in our hands, and in our mother
tongue. It is so very short, that none can want time to peruse it;
and it is so very plain and intelligible, as to the rule of duty, that none
can plead ignorance. He that runs, may read it; and the simple
may understand it, and learn knowledge; for upon a very cursory
view of this Divine treatise, it will appear that there are three distinct
bodies of law mentioned in it; namely, the moral law, the ceremonial
law, and the law of faith. We are all highly concerned to inquire into
the nature of these laws; and therefore I purpose, through God's
assistance, to inquire into the scope and design of each of them. At
present I shall confine myself to the moral law, which alone is spoken
of in my text. The apostle is treating of its usefulness to discover the
sinfulness of sin: "I had not known sin," says he, " but by the law."
The law must first lay down a rule, before it can be known what sin
is, which is the transgression of that rule. "For I had not known
lust," and that the very first rising and motion of evil in the heart
was a sin, " unless the law had said, Thou shalt not covet." This is
the law of the tenth commandment; from whence it is very evident,
that St. Paul is here treating of the moral law, which is of such perfect
purity, as to reach to the desires and covetings of the heart; and
which, by restraining them, makes them appear more sinful, and grow
more outrageous: "But sin took an occasion by the commandment,
and wrought in me all manner of concupiscence; for without the law,
sin is dead"; although it be in us, yet it is not perceived, until it be
held before the holy, spiritual law of God, and then it begins to stir
and rage; for, as it follows, "I was once alive without the law,"
says the apostle; when I knew not the law, I thought myself alive;
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my con cience never troubled me, nor did I apprehend the deadly
nature of sin; "but when the commandment came," when I began to
understand the commandment in His spiritual nature, and it came to
my conscience, and was applied with a Divine power to my heart,
" then sin revived, and I died"; I found myself dead in trespasses
and sins; "for the same commandment which was ordained unto
life, was found to be unto me unto death; but sin took occasion by
the commandment," not through any fault in the commandment,
but entirely through my own fault, " deceived me, and by it slew me.
What shall we say then ~ Is the law and the commandment sin?
God forbid. The law is holy"; all the fault is in us, who abuse the
law; "and the commandment is holy, and just, and good." The
occa ion of the words, and the context thus in part opened and explained,
may help us to determine;
I. V, hat the moral law is;
11. Whether it be still in force;
Ill. Whether we all have kept it; and if not,
IV. 'What is the penalty due to the breach of it. And then I shall
draw some practical inferences from these particulars. And may the
Spirit of the living God apply what shall be spoken. May He enlighten
all your understandings with a clear view of the spiritual nature of
the moral law, that by it you may be brought to the knowledge of sin,
and to see and to feel your want of a Saviour. Under the teachings
of this good Spirit, let us consider,
I. What the moral law is. I define it to be the holy, just, and good
will of God, made known and promulged to His creatures, in all
these particulars, wherein He requires their perfect obedience in order
to their happiness. The law is the discovery of His will; for the
almighty Creator and sovereign Lord of heaven and earth governs
all His works and creatures according to the good pleasure of His
own will. His will is the absolutely perfect law of the natural world.
He hath given to the inanimate works of His hands, a law which
shall not be broken. The active powers in nature shall work, and
passive matter shall obey by an unalterable rule, until the heavens
shall be folded up like a scroll, ana. the earth and all the works
therein shall be burnt up. And His will is as absolute a law to His
rational creatures, as to the natural agents; because he can enact no
laws, but what partake of His own adorable perfections. His law is
His will made known. It is a copy of His infinitely pure mind. It
is a fair transcript of His holiness, justice, goodness, and of every othr
Divine attribute: for by the law He discovers to His creatures, what
it is His will they should be and do, in order to preserve His favour.
He would have them holy, just, and good; and the law makes known
to them the rule of their obedience, by an exact conformity to which
they are holy, just, and good. The will of God revealed in the law
is holy, and conformity to it is holiness. Holiness, in the Old Testament language, signifies a separation from impurity; and when applied
to the Divine nature, it rather expresses what God is not, than what
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He is. It is a negative idea, denoting an entire separation from everything which can defile. Holiness, in God, excludes all possibility of
pollution. In Him there neither is, nor can be, the least impurity.
He is of purer eyes than to behold the least iniquity. He cannot even
look upon any thing which is in the least unclean; for without holiness
no man shall see the Lord. Now the law is an exact copy of God's
holiness. It is the outward discovery of His most holy mind and will,
informing His creatures how perfectly pure they must presel'ye themselves, if they would preserve His favour. The law discovers to them
what God is, and shows how like Him they ought to be, in holiness.
And since God cannot behold the least impurity, consequently His
law cannot, because it is His mind and will revealed concerning this
matter. He will not suffer any deviation from His law, no, not in
thought; for the language of the law is positive and express out of
the mouth of the supreme Lawgiver Himself, "Be ye holy, for I am
holy." And are you, my brethren, thus holy ~ This should be a
matter of close examination. Are you what the law requires you to
be ~ Do you look upon the law as perfectly, infinitely holy in itself,
even as holy as God is ~ and have you considered sin as an offence
against the holiness of God and of His law, even such an unpardonable
offence, that you could never make the least satisfaction for it ~ It
is very evident these things are not well understood, because the
practice of mankind shows what low ideas they entertain of them.
What makes sin appear light and little, and some offences small ~
Is it not, because sinners are ignorant of the absolutely perfect holiness
of the law ~ And after they have broken it, how mean an opinion
have they of its holiness, when they think that a little sorrow and some
few tears, that their repentance and amendment can make them holy,
and satisfy the demands of the broken law! If any of you entertain
these unworthy ideas of God and of His law, you should consider that
although God does require you to be perfectly holy, yet He can require
nothing of you but what is just. The law is just, as well as holy;
just in all its demands, and just in the rule of its process in rewarding
obedience, and punishing transgression. The Scripture word for
justice is taken from human affairs, and from thence is applied to
Divine. In the first ages of the world, money was paid and received
by weight, and he who kept an even balance in paying and receiving
was a just man. His justice consisted in keeping the scales even, in
weighing all things with an equal balance, and in giving and taking
only what was lawful and right. Now the Law holds this balance of
justice in its hands, that it may prove the Judge of all the earth does
right, and will be glorified in all that He requires of His creatures;
for the holy obedience which He demands of them is a just obedience.
He had a. sovereign authority to require it, and He gave them power to
pay it Him; and, therefore, they could not complain of any injustice,
if He should inflict the punishment threatened to the disobedient, any
more than if He should bestow the reward promised to the obedient.
Thus the law is just. It is the exact copy of God's justice, and is as
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perfectly just as God is. It can no more require and do an unjust
thing, than God can; for the law only discovers what is the infinitely
just mind and will of God concerning the behaviour of His creatures.
The law says, "Do this, and thou shalt live: transgress this, and
dying, thou shalt surely die." This is the will of the supreme Lawgiver, and His justice is engaged to see the honour of His law maintained, as well in punishing transgression with death, as in rewarding
<lbedience with life. The law cannot possibly do any injustice, because
it is directed by the unerring will of God. God, and His will, and His
bw, are alike just. For it is written in the law, " The Lord's work is
perfect; for all His ways are judgment: a God of truth, and without
"iniquity; just and right is He " (Deut. xxxii. 4).
All His ways and dealings with the children of men are perfectly
just, and they are also good. His law is good. It partakes of the
goodness of its Divine Author, inasmuch as it tends to promote the
welfare and happiness of His creatures. The creature was made to
.show forth the glory of its great Creator, and the law was the rule by
which it was to walk in order to promote His glory; and in this holy
walking there was all good to be met with. It was the way of pleasantness, and the path of peace. It preserved the assurance of the Divine
favour, afforded a perpetual feast of conscience, and gave sure and
"certain hopes of a glorious immortality: "for Moses thus describeth
the righteousness, which is of the law, that the man who doeth these
things shall live by them." If he do all the things written in the book
of the law, he shall live unto God, and shall live WIth God. He shall
enjoy a life of happiness here in the love and communion of God, and
he shall enjoy an endless life of glory. Surely, then, the law is good;
since the keeping of it would have produced all good, and since the
transgressing of it has brought all the evil upon man, which he can
Buffer in time and in eternity. Consider, my brethren, how good the
law is, from that deluge of evil which came in upon the breach of it.
'When the Lord God, at the end of His six days' work, surveyed all
that He had made, behold, it was very good. There was then no evil
of any kind to afflict either body or soul; but by sin, the body became
subject to sickness, pain, and death, -and the soul to guilt and misery;
and in the next life both body and soul were subject to the worm that
never dieth, and to the fire that never shall be quenched.
Such is the goodness of the law. It is the all-wise provision which
God has made for His own glory, and for the happiness of His creatures,
to whom He has published it. He made it known to our first parents
in paradise. It was their rule of action, while they stood in the likeness
:and image of God. They had no opposition then to His good, and
acceptable, and perfect will; but the understanding had a clear view
«)f it, the will chose it, and the heart loved it, and they were able to
.do it with all their mind and with all their strength. And when sin
entered into the ,Yorid, the will of God was not changed, nor His law
Tepealed. The law was in full force from Adam to Moses, in whose
time the "Lord God recorded it with the most awful majesty on Mount
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Sinai, and engraved it, with His own hands, upon two tables of stereo
And it stands unrepealed to this day; promising life to obediente.
and threatening death to transgression.
Since, then, the law has been properly promlllged, an holy, just.
and good law, that altereth not, let us hear what it requires. It is
the will of the Lawgiver, that he who doeth the things written in the
book of the law shall live by them. But then he must do all things
without exception; he must not fail in anyone point. If he will
enter into life, he must keep all the commandments. He must be
universally holy, just, and good, as the law is. If he ever receive the
promised reward, he must perform the condition; that is, he must
pay the law perfect, uninterrupted obedience, with every faculty of
soul and body, in their utmost strength and vigour; for it cannot
suffer any transgression, but for the least inflicts the threatened
punishment.
This is an essential property of the moral law. Upon the very first
offence it cuts the sinner off from all claim to the promised reward,
and as to anything that he can do, cuts him off for ever. It is not in
his power to make himself innocent again. Having once failed in
his obedience, the law knows nothing of mercy, cannot accept the
greatest repentance, nor be satisfied with the deepest sorrow for what
is past; but immediately passes sentence according to what is written:
"Cursed is everyone that continueth not in all things which are
written in the book of the law to do them." If you fail in one single
instance of obedience, you do not continue to perform all things, but
fall under the curse of the broken law, and are as much liable to punishment, though not in the same degree, as if you had failed in every
instance. In which sense the words of St. James are to be understood,
"He that offendeth in one point is guilty of all."
I have now gone through the several parts of the definition before
given of the moral law, and it appears to be the holy, just, and good
will of God, made known and promulged to His creatures in all those
particulars wherein He requires their perfect obedience, in order t()
their happiness. Since this is the case, it highly concerns everyone
of us to inquire, whether we be under an obligation to keep this law,
which is the Second particular I proposed to consider; namely,
Whether the moral law be still in force, and still requires of them
who expect to be saved by it, perfect, unsinning obedience. And upon
the first proposal of this question, it would occur to every attentive
person, that the law being as holy, just, and good, as God is, can nomore admit of any variableness or shadow of turning, than God Himself can. He says, "I change not"; and how then can His law.
which is the discovery of His mind and will, be changeable? Man may
change, but the law is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. It
altereth not: if man does not keep it, it will lose none of its honour.
Justice will be glorified by supporting the holiness of the law, and by
inflicting the deserved punishment on the transgressors of it. But
let us consult the law and the testimony. The Psalmist says (Psa.
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cxi. 7, )," All His commandments are sure; they stand fast for ever
and eYer, and are done in truth and uprightness." All His commandmen ,not excepting one, are fixed upon a sure, immovable foundation;
for they stand fast for ever and ever in full force, established by the
unchangeable will of God, and are ordained in perfect harmony with
all the Divine attributes, being done in truth, which cannot lie, and
uprightness, which cannot err. To the same purpose he says in another
Psalm, cxix, 160, "Thy word is true from the beginning; and every
one of Thy righteous judgments endureth for ever." These righteous
judgments are the decrees of the moral law, and there is not one of
them that can be repealed, but they shall all endure in full force for
ever. Our blessed Saviour has thrown great light upon this subject.
The whole moral law is summed up in the ten commandments, which
He has reduced to these two-the love of God, and the love of our
neighbour: on these two commandments, says He, hang all the law
and the prophets; for love is the fulfilling of the law, and love never
faileth; consequently, the law of love can never fail, but its debt of
gratitude will be paying; and happy is he who shall be paying it to
all eternity. Thus the moral law stands established by the authority
of our Divine Teacher. In His sermon upon the mount, He reforms
the abuses and false comments, which the Scribes and Pharisees had
put upon the moral law, and He begins with this remark (Matt. v. 17),
" Think not that I am come to destroy the law and the prophets; I
am not come to destroy, but to fulfil": to fulfil the law by paying it
infinitely perfect obedience, and by being obedient unto death, even
the death of the cross; and by this active and passive obedience, He
showed that it was easier for heaven and earth to pass away, than
that one tittle of the law should fail. If the law could have
abated anything of its demands, there would have been no necessity
for Christ's fulfilling it by His obedience and death. But the law was
unalterable. It could not be satisfied with any obedience, but what
was absolutely holy, just, and good; and as all men had failed in paying
it this obedience, they must therefore have been punished in their own
persons, unless God, out of the riches of His wisdom and grace, had
found out a way, by which the honoUr of His law might be advanced,
and yet the sinner might be saved. And that was by sending His
Son to fulfil the law. He was equal to this work, because He was
God, equal with the Father; and He took our nature, and God and
man were united in one Christ, that He might be capable of doing and
suffering and meriting in an infinite degree. Accordingly, in the
fulness of time He stood up in the place of sinners; and therefore He
became liable to do and to suffer whatever law and justice demanded,
that having magnified the law by obeying its precepts, and made
it honourable by suffering its penalties, the righteousness of the
law might be fulfilled in them who should believe on Him to everlasting life; but the law is still in force to condemn everyone who
does not savingly believe on Him, and will be for ever in force to inflict
the de erved punishment.
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It is evident t,hen, that the moral law stands to this day unrepealed.
Although man be changed from what he was at first, yet the law is
not. It is still the holy, just, and good will of God, requiring perfect
obedience. And when the holiness of the law is violated, the justice
of God is bound to see the sanctions of the law executed upon the
di obedient; and the Divine goodness cannot plead an arrest of
judgment, because it is a good law which is broken, and therefore it
i~ a good thing to see that the transgressors of it be paid the wages of
sm.
My brethren, are not these very alarming truths, and ought they not
to suggest to everyone of you such reflections as these 1 What! am
I under the law, bound to keep it with a perfect unsinning obedience 1
Can the law abate nothing of its demands; but must I love God
always, and with all my mind, heart, soul, and strength, and my
neighbour as myself, if I hope to enter into life by keeping the commandments 1 Surely, then, I ought to examine whether I have always
loved God and my neighbour, as the law requires. If these be the
thoughts of your hearts, then you are prepared to follow me to a serious
consideration of the Third head of discourse; namely,
Whether we all have kept the moral law. Its demands are very
great. It will not accept of any obedience, unless it be continual.
You must continue, without the least interruption, to do all things
that are written in the book of the law. And have any of you walked
with a steadfast course in the way of the commandments, without
once turning aside 1 Consult conscience. Does it not accuse 1
Consult Scripture. Does it not say, " All we, like sheep, haye gone
astray; we have turned everyone to his own way" 1 leaving the way
of God's commandments.
The law also requires spiritual obedience. It reaches to the inmost
thoughts and intents of the heart. You must never have one sinful
thought in you, if you expect life from your keeping the law: for
the law is spiritual; it searches the heart and the reins, and strikes
at the very first motion or rising of sin. One sinful desire cuts you
off from legal righteousness, as much as ten thousand sins; for it is
written, " Thou shalt not covet "~ and he that covets, offends in one
point, and therefore is guilty of all.
Besides, the law is perfect, perfectly holy, just, and good; for it is
the will of God, and can no more suffer the least iniquity in its sight,
than God Himself can. It will abate nothing of absolutely perfect
obedience. All the strength, and all the mind, every faculty of the
soul and body is to be exerted, and with the utmost vigour, in the
observance of the law. The heart, too, is to love it, and the affections
are to be delighted with obeying it.
This is what the law demands of everyone of you. It will have a
continual, a spiritual, and a perfect love of God, without one thought
ever arising in opposition to His holy will, and the love of your neighbour must be like the love of yourself. And does any man or woman
keep the law in this manner 1 Do any of you 1 Certainly you cannot
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ha you have never broken the law, because you have just
no" declared the contrary out of your own mouths. You have confe ed this day, and on your bended knees, before God-" We have
offended against Thy holy laws. We have left undone those things
"hich we ought to have done; and we have done those things which we
ought not to have done." And when you spake these words, did not
your conscience assure you that they were true ~ For have you not
offended against the holy law of God, and have not you left undone what
it required, and done what it forbid ~ Surely you did not prevaricate
with God, when in another part of the service you confessed that
you had broken all the commandments. The rubric says,-" Then
shall the priest, turning to the people, rehearse distinctly all the ten
commandments; and the people still kneeling, shall, after every
<lommandment, ask God mercy for their transgressions thereof for the
time past, and grace to keep the same for the time to come"; and
accordingly, after every commandment, you prayed God to have
mercy upon you for breaking it, and to incline your hearts to keep it.
And is it not certain, then, that you have all sinned, and come short
of the glory of God, by robbing His law of its due obedience ~
'Vhat! would you make me a breaker of all the commandments,
say some self-righteous formalist ~ I never murdered anybody, nor
committed adultery. No! Had you never one angry thought or word
against your neighbour ~ This is murder. Or did not one impure
and unclean thought ever arise in your mind ~ This is adultery,
according to the spiritual law of God. You look at your actions in
the glass of man's law, and because you have not outwardly offended,
you think you have kept the law of God. There is your mistake.
Look at Matt. v. 21, etc., and at 1 John iii. 15, and you will see that
anger and hatred are murder in the eye of God; and read Matt. v.
27, 28, where our Lord teaches you, that one lustful look is heartadultery. God regards the heart, and heart-sin is as much sin against
His spiritual law, as outward transgression; and when the formalist
sees his heart, naked and open, as God sees it, he will not pretend that
he has not broken all the commandments, but will rather desire God
to have mercy upon him, and incline his heart to keep His laws.
If any of you refuse to be determined by these authorities, hear
what the Lord God has declared concerning you, and His decree will,
I hope, be decisive. He is represented in the 14th Psalm, as looking
down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any
that did understand and seek after God: but they were all gone out
of the way; they were altogether become filthy, there was none that
did good, no, not one: there was not one of the children of men that
,did good, and sinned not. We have in the third chapter of the Romans,
the apostle's comment upon this psalm. After having proved both
Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin, and transgressors of
the law, as it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one, legally
righteous, he says, verse 19, "Now we know that what things soever
the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law, that every mouth
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may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God."
Thus God Himself has declared, that you have not done good, that you
are under sin, and in His sight guilty. And what can you object t()
these criptures ~ Sirs, are you not greatly alarmed at hearing them?
F-or they come home to every ami's case, and ought to reach everyone's
conscience. And what are the present apprehensions of your minds
concerning them ~ Have you broken the holy law of God, and you
know you have, and do you not dread the consequence of your transgressions ~ What can tempt you to hope that you shall escape the
threatened penalty ~ Has your sorrow for breaking the law, or your
repentance, or your amendment, merit enough so far to undo the sin
committed, as that law cannot demand, nor justice inflict punishment
for it? Or have you some blind notions of absolute mercy in God,
as if He would cease to be just, rather than not be merciful to you?
Men and brethren, if any or all of these false notions tempt you to be
secure under the breach of the law, and under the wrath of the almighty
Lawgiver, let us bring them to the standard of Scripture, and inquire,
What is the penalty due to the breach of the moral law ~
When God published His law, He enforced it with proper sanctions.
He promised reward ·to the obedient,-" Do this, and thou shalt live."
And He threatened punishment to the disobedient,-" In the day
that thou transgressest, dying thou shalt surely die." This is the rule
of God's process. If you keep the law, you shall have the life promised:
but if you transgress, you shall be alienated from the life of God, 2nd
subject to death; to the first and to the second death, to a death of
nature, and to a aeath of grace; for both these kinds of dea hare
the punishment of sin :-" For as by one man sin en ered into the
world, and death by sin, so death p::ssed upon all men, for that all
have sinned." And beside this death of the body, there is a death of
the soul,-" The soul that sinneth, it shall die" (Ezek. xviii. 4); it
shall be alienated from the life of God for ever and ever, and shall
suffer the vengeance of eternal fire. So that the broken law not only
cuts you off from the fountain of life, but also pours out its curses,
and inflicts real torments upon the unholy, the unjust, and the evil,
according to the description in Rev. xxi. 8 :-" And the fearful, and
the unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolators, and all liars, shall have their
part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone, which is the
second death."
These are the penalties which every transgressor of the law deserves,
and these God has threatened to inflict. His will herein is unchangeable. His truth requires the performance of His trreatenings. His
justice is bound to see them inflicted. His holiness and goodness call
upon justice for the immediate execution of the penalties due to sin.
And how can the sinner escape ~ What can he do to deliver himself ~
He has nothing in his own power wherewith to satisfy the demands of
law and justice. Suppose him sorrowful for his sin; that sorrow
proves him guilty, and leaves him so. Say, he tries to repent; the
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law knows notlUng of repentance; its language is, Do tills, or thou
shalt die. Grant, he amends his life for the future; yet what becomes
of his past sins 1 Is lUs doing part of lUs duty any satisfaction for
neglecting part of it 1 The law makes no provision for any such
groundless pleas, but insists upon perfect obedience, and for the least
failure puts the sinner under the curse, and under the wrath of God,
and there leaves him to suffer the just punishment of his sin.
But some persons perhaps may object, If this be the case, what
flesh can be saved 1 .None; no, not one can be saved by keeping the
law; for all have sinned and transgressed the law of God, therefore
by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in His sight.
But still some may ask, Why then do you preach the law 1 Because
it is a schoolmaster to bring men to Christ. It teaches them the nature
of sin, and convinces them of their want of a Saviour. "By the law
is the knowledge of sin" (Rom. iii. 20, and vii. 7). Men are secure
and careless in sin, until the law, that worketh wrath, reach their
consciences; then they begin to know sin, and to feel the exceeding
sinfulness of it; "for it is the ministration of condemnation" (2 Cor.
iii. 9). The law, spiritually understood and applied, convinces the
sinner that he is a condemned creature, shows him in God's word the
sentence passed upon lUm, and makes him dread the execution of it.
And thus it becomes to him "the ministration of death" (2 Cor. iii.
7), proving him to be guilty of sin, and to be deserving of death. The
apostle's case is very common. I thought myself alive, says he,
without the law: he had no doubt but he was alive to God, while he
was a strict Pharisee; but when the holy, spiritual nature of the law
was made known to him, he found himself to be dead in trespasses and
sins. This, then, is the office of the law. It brings transgressors to
the knowledge of sin, condemns them for it, and puts them under the
sentence of death; and when the law has thus convinced them of their
guilt and of their danger, they then find their want of a Saviour. But
without this work of the law, they would not have been sensible that
they stood in any need of him. If they were never sick, they would
never send for the physician. If they were never brought to the knowledge of sin, they would never desire the knowledge of a Saviour.
If they never found themselves under guilt and condemnation, they
would never sue for His pardon; and would never ask life of Him,
unless they found that they deserved to die the first and the second
death. For these reasons the law must be taught. It is the schoolmaster appointed of God to bring sinners unto Christ; and when the
schoolmaster comes in the name and power of the Divine Spirit, and
convinces them of their distressed state and condition, and makes
them sensible of their guilt and of their misery, then He brings them
to Christ, earnestly to ask, and humbly to receive, mercy from Him
Who is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that believeth.
And now, men and brethren, let us hear this schoolmaster, who is
sent from heaven to teach us a Divine lesson. He speaks to you, ye
careless and secure in sin, and denounces the anger of the almighty
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Lawgiver against you. Oh! with what a terrible voice does he reveal
the wrath of God from heaven against all your ungodliness and unrighteousness. There is nothing dreadful in earth or hell, nothing to
be feared in time or in eternity, but what is included in this most
awful sentence,-" Cursed be he that confirmeth not all the words of
this law to do them" (Deut. xxvii. 26). Have you done them? have
you done ALL that the law required? and in the perfect manner
required? I dare appeal to your consciences. You may try to stifle
their evidence, but they will speak; and do they not at this very time
charge you with sin? You know that you have not kept all the law"
and what then is the consequence? Why, the law pronounces you
cursed, and it would make your ears tingle, and your heart melt within
you, if you were to consider what it is to be under the curses of the law"
and to have the wrath of God abiding upon you for ever and ever.
Have you no sense of these things, and no fearful apprehensions about
your present condition? Is not conscience alarmed at the greatness
of your danger? and do not the terrors of the law stir you up to flee
from the wrath to come? If not, if all be quiet within, while you hear
the law of the most high God, which ought to convince you of your
guilt, and to make you apprehensive of your misery, then you are indeed
sleeping the sleep of death. Oh! may the God of all mercy take pity
on you and awaken you, lest you should sleep on, until the curses of
the law be actually inflicted, and wrath come upon you to the uttermost.
Some persons may think it happy for them, that they are not careless and secure in sin; for they endeavour to keep the law as well
as they can, and God is a merciful God, He will forgive them, when
they do amiss. This is a common, but it is a very dangerous mistake:
for it supposes that the law, can abate something of its demands, and
can accept of an imperfect obedience. Whereas the law is the holy"
just, and good will of God, which altereth not. It requires perfect
and universal obedience; and in case of the least transgression condemns,
the sinner, and passes sentence. If he plead that he never offended
but in this particular instance, that is pleading guilty. If a man be
indicted for murder, and the fact be proved upon him, and he be found
guilty, and the judge pass sentence, what would it avail him, if he should
make this plea, that he had never been guilty of high treason? The
judge would observe to him, that he was not accused of high treason,
but of murder, of which he was found guilty and condemned, and his
not being a traitor was no reason why he should not be executed for
being a murderer. So your not having broken this or that commandment cannot save you from the just sentence of the law, if you have
broken any of them. Suppose you are not an adulterer, yet if you are
a murderer, you deserve to die, and to receive the wages of sin :-" For
He that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if
thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a transgressor
of the law" (James ii. 11).
But some will say, Shall we not be accepted, if we endeavour to keep
the law as well as we can? No. The style of the law is, Do. It
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does not say, Endeavour to keep the commandment, but it speaks
wi h authority, Do it, and do it perfectly, and in every point, and with
all he mind, and with all the soul, and with all the heart, and with all
the trength. Here is no room left for good resolutions, or good
endea,ours, but an actual performance of the whole law is demanded.
The least failing or short coming is a transgression, and therefore is
an absolute forfeiture of legal righteousness, and of every blessing
promised to the perfect keeping of the law.
Some persons go a little farther than good endeavours, and think
God will accept them for their sincere obedience. Whereas the law
has nothing to do with sincerity. When you come to be tried by the
law, the only question will be, whether you have broken it or not ~
If not, the promised reward is yours. You may claim it as your clue:
for to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of
debt. But if you have broken the law, your sincere obedience cannot
be accepted in the place of perfect obedience; because the law has
made no provision for your case. It requires a continual performance
of all its commands, and in a perfect manner; and if you fail, and then
plead your sincerity in your favour, that is ownin~O"your guilt, and
is a confession of your not having continued in all hings which are
written in the book of the law to do them; and herefore, as your
sincere obedience is not perfect, it leaves you still u~der the curse of
the law, and under the wrath of God.
There are other persons, who think that there is some kind of absolute
mercy in God, and that although they have sinned, yetlHe is ready to
forgive. But this is not the character of God as dravfll in the law:
101' the law considers Him as the sovereign Lord of hearen and earth,
having absolute authority to enact laws for the gove nment of His
creatures, over whom He presides with unerring just ce, to see His
la,,'s carried into execution. Justice is the ruling a tribute of the
supreme Lawgiver. As His law is just, so are its s nctions. It is
equally just in Him to punish transgressors, as to rewar the obedient:
for the Judge of all the earth cannot but do right, and distribute
impartial justice. Whether He can show mercy to th guilty, is not
the question; but whether He has made any provision in the law for
showing them mercy; and He certainly has not. God is not described
in the law as a God of mercy, but as a sovereign Judge, ~hose wrath,
and not whose mercy, is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness
and unrighteousness of men.
~
But if the Lawgiver has made no promise in His law, that He will
.,how mercy to sinners, yet will He not be prevailed on by their sorrow
'.nd tears, their repentance and amendment ~ There is not one word
n the law to encourage a sinner to hope for mercy, because he is
sorry for his sin. It is full of threatenings against the least offence,
and, for the least, cuts the offender off from all claim to legal righteousness. When he is in this state, what merit is there in sorrow, that it
should change the laws of the most high God, or what efficacy in tears,
that these should cause him to be reputed innocent, who is in fact
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guilty? He has forfeited all right and title to the happiness, which
the law promised to obedience; and when he sees this, he grows sorry
for what he has done amiss. So does a murderer, when found guilty,
and condemned to suffer; but does the judge pardon him, because he
is sorry for his crime? By no means. But he gives signs of true
sorrow. He weeps bitterly. Suppose he does, yet the law demands
obedience, and not tears for disobeying. These tears flow from a sense
of guilt, and if there were rivers of them, they could not wash the stain
{)f guilt out of the conscience; because the law has not ascribed any
such virtue to them, as to accept of many tears for having offended,
instead of unsinning obedience. And granting he goes a ste farther:
-he repents and amends. But what becomes of the
oken law
and of the deserved penalty? Can simple repentance ndo the sin
-committed? Or can amendment for the future a~ the penalty
already deserved? No, these are things impos ibfe. The law will
's engaged to see that
have obedience or punishment, and jus'
the law be obeyed, and the threat e punishment inflicted; and
therefore, after you have disobe ed, the law can allow no place for
repentance, nor no way to es~pe punishment, although you seek it
-carefully with tears.
/ .
But if the law cannot shoF the offender mercy, does it leave him
without hope? Yes. It ca show him no mercy, nor does it give
him any hope. It convinces him of sin, condemns him for it, and
sentences him to the first and
the second death.
What! must he despair then. Of being able to attain mercy by
any means in his own power he mus espair-despair of working out
for himself such righteousness as the laWe~nds-deSpairof escaping,
by any sorrow or repentance of his, the pu 'shment which justice is
bound to inflict. And when he finds himself in 's guilty and helpless
state, then will he be glad to hear of a Saviour.
~sed be God, there
is salvation for him who despairs of being saved by the law. To him
the Gospel offers (or proclaims) a free pardon. When h: flies to the
Gospel, seeking to be saved by free grace, then there is mer for him
and plenteous redemption. When he cries out, Oh, wretched man hat I
am, who shall deliver me from the curses of the broken law, and fr~l
the justice of an offended God? the Gospel points out unto him th~
victorious Saviour, who hath redeemed His people from the curse of
the law, being made a curse for them, and hat,h satisfied all the demands
of His Father's justice, having made reconciliation for iniquity, and
brought in everlasting righteousness; and, therefore, He can save to
the uttermost. If there be any of you, whom the broken law accuses,
and whom justice is pursuing to inflict the threatened punishment,
fly to this almighty Saviour, and you will find in Him a safe refuge.
He can save you from the condemnation of the law; for there is no
-condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus. And He can deliver
you from the stroke of justice; for who shall lay anything to the
-charge of God's elect, since it is God Himself that justifieth them?
This is the great salvation set before you, who despair of being saved
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by the law. It is a free, full, and eternal salvation. He who has it to
give, has graciously convinced you of your want of it, and has made
you willing to receive it as a free gift. Ask it, then, of Him deeply
sen ible of your unworthiness, and of your helplessness, and He will
incline His ear unto your petitions; for He never cast out the prayer of
the poor destitute. Ask, and ye shall have the precious gift of faith,
and great joy and peace in believing, that you are redeemed from
the curse of the law, and that you are enriched ,vith the blessings of
the Gospel. You will be made the children of God, and will receive
the adoption of sons through faith in Christ Jesus; and if sons, then
you will be heirs, heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ, of an inherit
ance incorruptible, ~d undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved
in heaven for you r which may the Father reserve for you all, for the
sake of His bel<{v-ed Son, through the effectual grace of the Holy
Spirit, that to the three Persons in one Jehovah you may be happy
in ascribing equll honour and glory, and blessing and praise, for ever
and ever. AmJn.

SER1I'.4.ETTES FOR STAY:AT;HOME SUNDAYS.
VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.

~:~E

GRACIOUS INVITATIONS.
T mvitations of the Word of God are addressed to certain characters,
sually therein described, who are directed to a source whence they
can find their need supplied, their wants met, their longings satisfied.
Let us consider two or three of these. And, first of all, we will meditate
upon the well-known and precious invitation of the Saviour, " Come
unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest" (Matt. xi. 28). We cannot tell to how many of God's people
these words of the Redeemer have proved a special source of peace and
"" comfort, but certainly to a vast number. They are addressed, as we
ltr told in the Communion Service of the Anglican Church, "To all
who
y turn to our Saviour Christ." These turn to Him because they
are heav aden with the burden of their sins, and their felt sinfulness,
and becaus they have laboured in vain to find peace and salvation
elsewhere. No,that none such are excluded: "Come unto Me a.ll
ye that labour and are heavy laden." To come unto Christ is equivalent to believing on 'm, as is plain from John vi. 35, "Jesus said
unto them, I am the bre of life: he that cometh to Me shall never
hunger; and he that believ
on Me shall never thirst." And to
all that come, believing, trusting, r
on Him for salvation, He says,
" I will give you rest," and, "All tha th~ther giveth Me shall.
come to Me; and him that cometh to Me I willllin
. e cast out"
(John vi. 37), since for this end He came into the world (see the 0
'ng
verses).
Art thou burdened, art thou weary?
Is thy soul distressed?
"Come to Me," saith Christ the Saviour,
"I will give thee rest."
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Next, let us examine an Old Testament invitation-Isaiah Iv. 1" Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath
no money; come ye, buy and eat." Here the invitation is addressed
to those who are thirsty and poverty stricken, that is, to those who are
athirst for the blessings of salvation, and have no merit or righteousness
of their own. These blessings are all to be found in Christ, as is evident
from the context, verses 3 and 4. This the Lord Jesus Himself declared
when at Jerusalem, at the feast of Tabernacles, He " stood and cried,
saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto Me and drink" (John vii.
37). Again remark the absolute freeness of the invitation: "Every
one that thirsteth "; "If any man thirst." Reader, if you have found,
under the Holy Spirit's teaching, that you have been "Spending
money for that which is not bread, and your labour for that which
satisfieth not" (Isa. Iv. 2) ; trying to merit salvation by your own works;
trusting in your own fancied righteousness; and yet destitute of peace
with God, hear the voice of the Divine Saviour, saying: "There is
no God else beside Me; a Just God and a Saviour; there is none
beside Me. Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth;
for I am God, and there is none else" (Isa. xlv. 21, 22).
"Lay your dea.dly doing down,
Down at Jesus' feet:
Stand in Him, in Him alone,
Gloriously complete."

THE WITNESS OF GOD.
" THERE are three that bear witness in earth, the Spirit, and the water,
and the blood" (1 John v. 8). The spirit of love and of a sound mind
is one of the gifts that come to the Church from the blessed Comforter.
Jesus said, " By this shall all men know that ye are My disciples, if ye
have love one to another." None can be with Him and remain without
the spirit of meekness and forbearance and gentleness and truth.
Christ's followers are His witnesses among men that the spirit of the
world is opposed by a love and taste for heavenly things. The apostle
says also that the second witness on earth is" the water." Is this what
the Lord spoke of in John xv. 3, "Ye are clean through the Word that
I have spoken unto you "~ His Word is like a well of living water
springing up to cleanse and refresh. We know, when the laws and
commandments in outward things and in the world at large are
obeyed, how sweet all things are. If the water of the Fourth Commandment, so to speak, ran down our streets as iniquity does on the day of
rest, how refreshed all sorts and conditions of men would be. It is not
so at present; but there are "springs of Pisgah" here and there;
the Word of God flows and there are green spots where its water is
found.
" The blood" is the third witness on earth. Jesus came " not by
water only, but by water and blood." There are those who teach and
preach that He was an example and no more, that a well-spent life will
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entitle them to admittance into heaven, there to share the glory of
Christ; almost as if they took part with the men who said in His
deepest humiliation, "Come down from the cross and we will believe
Thee." No, it is by water and blood. We need an atonement, and
it is a good thing, 80 far, that so many thousands admit this in a general
way, and profess that their confidence is in Christ's sacrifice. They
vaguely trust that He will make up what they lack. How much more
do they who are convinced by God Himself of their deep need of forgiveness, witness on the earth that all hope is from Him, Who loved them
and washed them from their sins in His Own blood!
" His little children" to whom John wrote would be accustomed,
as we are, to hear what men witnessed for or against them, and he goes
<m in his Epistle to say that" if we receive the witness of men the
witness of God is greater." Men may speak well of us, but it is the
Lord's own testimony that we need and want. Notwithstanding all
the sympathy and the fellowship of the saints, we are still constrained
to say,
"From the best bliss that earth imparts
We turn unfilled to Thee again."
In the saints we rejoice, but not as in a word from Himself, making us
glad that our names are written in heaven, giving us to know the love
and the everlasting tenderness of the three that bear record in heaventhe Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost.
There seem to be providences at times when the witness of men
amplifies that of God, and confirms His leading and guiding. So it was
with Peter. He was amazed when the Lord told him that he must
go to the Gentiles. Could it be that the Gentiles were to know the
same salvation 1 But God sent the men to the door just at the very
time, and it became more and more evident that the whole thing was
of Him, and at last he reached Cornelius' house, and surely, if he had
wanted any more confirming, he had it when Cornelius took him in,
and out of a deep and full and thankful heart said, " Thou hast well
done that thou art come." What a heart-enlarging meeting it must
have been! The apostle had received the witness of God and the
witness of loving brethren also.
I thought of Naomi, and what she witnessed of herself. "Call me
not Naomi, call me Marah." And her old friends were surprised at her
sad return and condition. "Is this Naomi 1" And who was the
hapless-looking stranger with her 1 The Lord had brought her home
empty, she said, dealing very bitterly with her. She could no longer
be what she had been. So she thought and felt. And then the word
of the Lord proceeds, unruffled by all her feeling of dejection, "So
Naomi returned." Her name was still Naomi, whatever she said of
herself. The witness of God was greater. It was Noami who went
out full, dear to God and never from under His blessed guiding, and
Naomi returned, pleasant to Him, and Ruth the Moabitess was with
her.
FOLLOWER-ON.
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LIMPING OR RUNNING?
I READ an announcement in a magazine lately of a sermon to be
preached on this subject, "Limping or Running?" I don't know
what the preacher said, what points he brought forward, what lessons
he drew, or how he treated the subject (I wish I did), but from his
deep spiritual teaching, knowledge, and experience, I know his privileged
and spirit-taught hearers would have a rich feast, for Christ Himself
would shine forth on all sides, and where Christ is all and in all, there
is real heart delight.
It is a question which makes the believer think and examine himself
as to which class he belongs, limping or running-which? May the
Holy Spirit enlighten us and enable us to pray, " Draw me, we will
ntn after Thee." Blessed drawing, blessed running! May He teach
us, so that we may be strong, running in the way of His commandments.
We read of a certain man who was lame, and therefore he would be
a limping man if he tried to walk. He was carried daily to the gate of
the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms. He was depending
on the pity and help of passers-by. I suppose he did not think of
praying to be healed, knowing he had been lame always, lame from
birth. When Peter and John passed, he asked for alms. They looked
earnestly at him and said, "Look on us." He did, "he gave heed unto
them, expecting to receive something of them." Ah! he little thought
of the wonderful healing in store. "Then Peter said, Silver and gold
have I none; but such as I have give I thee. In the Name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk. And he took him by the right
hand and lifted him up; and immediately his feet and ankle bones
received strength."
Now, dear child of God, consider this man. He was lame, always
had been. And thus it was with vou. You were born in sin. Then
the Holy Spirit intervened. He 'opened your eyes. You saw your
state. You longed for power and holiness, and you limped along;
indeed, you were carried by His grace to the very gate of the spiritual
temple of God-laid daily there. You went to the house of God. You,
too, asked; you received help ~ften, perhaps from spiritual preachers.
You received their aid. Then at length it was the Lord's time to help
you beyond all you asked, beyond all you thought possible. Note the
expression, " he gave heed unto them." Why did this lame man give
heed unto them? Because "he expected to receive something."
When you gave heed you hoped to receive something-you knew not
what. You were only limping as yet in the way Zionward. "Then
Peter said, Silver and gold have I none: but such as I have give I
thee: in the Name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk." Do
note the sweet thought again in this most deeply interesting subject.
Peter not only commanded but he helped. "He took him by the
right hand ap.d lifted him up: and immediately his feet and ankle bones
received strength." Now when God's set time has arrived for His.
seeking one's deliverance He says, " Fear thou not, for I am with thee:
be not dismayed, for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I
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will help 'tee; yea, I will ttphold thee with the right hand of My
ri h ousness," and so every obstacle is taken away; for immediately
Hi deal' one is lifted up-lifted, not struggling up.
iilow the leaping comes, not only the walking, but the leaping! So
glad is this hitherto lame man after Peter's lifting him up, and the
immediate result, his feet and ankle bones receiving strength, that
"he leaping up stood, and walked, and entered with them into the
temple, walking and leaping and praising God. And all the people saw
him walking and praising God: and they knew that it was he which
sat for alms at the Beautiful gate of the temple; and they were filled
with wonder and amazement at that which had happened unto him."
Peter then emphasized the fact that it was not through himself that
this man was made to walk. It was in the Name of Jesus, and through
faith in His Name that" made this man strong whom ye see and know;
yea, the faith which is by Him hath given him this perfect soundness
in the presence of you all."
No wonder is it to read, "The lame man which was healed held Peter
and John." He clung to them, he identified himself with them, thus
confessing Christ before all the people. .
Limping or running? Lame or leaping? Limping means halting
walking, It is a sort of jerky walking, stopping momentarily as if
undecided. Is not this a characteristic of the limping Christian? He
advances, but oh, so slowly. He steps first one way, then another,
very clumsily, sometimes pausing in his walk as if not sure of going,
then another step forward. He feels burdened. Limping is painful
too. When the child of God has tasted that He is graoious, even though
only a sip, his longing intensifies, he longs for fuller measure, deeper
draughts. As Mrs. Cousens writes of the prospects of the Zion-bound
pilgrim,
"The streams on earth I've tasted,
More deep I'll drink above."

'Thus limping becomes more marked and painful, the road seems more
steep and difficult. But when the Lord graciously favours him with
an uplift, then his spirits revive as ·his gaze is fixed on Christ only.
Christ for all need and all healing and all ease. Further, when he
hears His voice saying, "Arise and walk," with the call He gives
strength and lifts him up. Oh, the rapture to feel feet and ankle bones
strong! No wonder the leap came as he stood and walked. Do let us
note one feature specially of this walking and leaping. He praised
God. Remember how on a former occasion, when Jesus Himself
healed ten lepers, one of them, "when he saw that he was healed
turned back and with a loud voice glorified God." This was acceptable
to the Healer to see the one looking upon Him as he fell down at His
feet, giving Him thanks, but He missed the others, and said, "Were
there not ten cleansed, but where are the nine?" The grateful one
had further blessing, " Arise, go thy way; thy faith hath made thee
whole." It was individual testimony and indit·idual assurance.
" Whoso offereth praise glorifieth Me." Oh, let 'lS praise Him more,
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thank Him more, remember all His benefits, acknowledge His gracious
dealings, and glorify Him in life and lip and heart and walk! Let us
by the Holy Spirit's teaching and guidance walk in His ways, walk
with His people, walk with Him. "The lame walk." "Though he
fall, he shall not be utterly cast down, for (mark the 'for ') the Lord
upholdeth him with His hand." "Thy right hand upholdeth me."
Yes, and He causes the limping one to run. "I will run the way of
Thy commandments when Thou shalt enlarge my heart," and" sinrr
in the ways of the Lord."
" Then shall the lame man leap as an hart." He was lame, but no\v
he leaps. Do notice the expression in David's Psalm of praise when
he says (Ps. xviii. 29), " By my God have I leaped over a wall." Healways attributed his deliverances to God, he praised Him " "rith the
whole heart." Blocks were stretched before him by the enemy,
impediments to his running, but even walls could not hinder him Of'
block his way. "I have leaped over." No climbing or struggling, but
simply leaping. Think of this, dear lame one. What cannot God do ?
Oh, look to Him continually, and His praise shall continually be in
thy mouth, and in thy heart! David was" the man after God's own
heart," the sweet Psalmist of Israel who loved and praised. Oh, to
be thus approved of God! "After His own heart!" Reader, are
you limping or running? Are you lame or walking ?-leaping ?
Struggling or uplifted? "I will uphold thee."
NETTlE.
WAYSIDE JOTTINGS IN TROUBLOUS TIME .
TRULY, troublous times have increased since I last wrote for the
GOSPEL MAGAZmE under this heading. This we are led to expect,
from the infallible Scriptures. The foretold apostasy from God and
truth-the denial of the Deity of the Lord Jesus, His supernatural
birth, His atoning death, His physical resurrection, His ascension
into heaven, and His personal coming again-has rapidly increased
throughout Christendom. And in England, the efforts of the AngloCatholics and Bishops of the Reformed and Protestant Established
Church, to set aside its doctrines as embodied in the Thirty-nine Articles.
and to bring back the false teaching of the Church of Rome is not the
least of the troublous or " grievous times" of the last days (2 Tim.
ili. 1, R.V.).
From time to time the most fiendish and diabolical crimes are·
chronicled from the United States of America, and other parts of the
world. When the fear of God is cast off, crime and immorality
abound. Then there is the warfare, etc., in China, and other countries..
The inspired Scripture (Rom. iii.), depicting man by nature (verses
15-18), says, "Their feet are swift to shed blood: destruction and
misery are in their ways: and the way of peace have they not known:
there is no fear of God before their eyes."
Nevertheless, the Lord's true Church, His own blood-bought people,
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will be preserved from the prevailing errors of the day, for they are
" beloved in God the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ" (Jude i,
RV.). What a clear proof we have in 1 Peter i. 5, that the faith that
saves is God's gift, a product of the Holy Spirit's grace and power in
the hearts of those" born from above "-" KEPT BY THE POWER OF
GOD THROUGH l<'AITH UNTO SALVATION ready to be revealed in the
last time! "
Judging from one's own experience, Satan is very busy in these last
days, " seeking whom he may devour" (1 Peter v. 8), but how blessed
is the Lord's as urance regarding His own, " I give unto them eternal
life; and they shall never perish, and no one shall snatch them out of
My hand. _1y Father, which hath given them unto Me, is greater
than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand.
I and the Father are one" (John x. 28-30, RV.).
I have derived much comfort from the following words of the
great reformer, Martin Luther, extracted from the late Dr. H. Bonar's
,:,'ork, The Everlasting Righteousness (second edition, page 106, note),
so I pass it on to the readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE: "Labour
therefore diligently, that not only out of the time of temptation, but
also in the danger and conflict of death, when thy conscience is
thoroughly afraid with the remembrance of thy sins past, and the
devil assaulteth thee with great violence, going about to overwhelm
thee with heaps, floods, and whole seas of sins, to terrify thee, to draw
thee from Christ, and to drive thee to despair; that then, I say, thou
mayest be able to say with sure confidence, Christ the Son of God
was given, not for the righteous and holy, but for the unrighteous
and sinners. If I were righteous, and had no sin, I should have no
need of Christ to be my reconciler. Why, then, 0 thou peevish
Satan, wilt thou make me to be holy, and to seek righteousness in
myself, when in very deed I have nothing in me but sins, and most
grievous sins ~ Not feigned or trifling sins, but such as are against
the first table; to wit, great infidelity, doubting, despair, contempt
of God, hatred, ignorance, and blaspheming of God, unthankfulness,
abusing of God's name, neglecting, loathing, and despising the word of
God, and such like."
One is reminded of Psalm xl. 12, "Mine iniquities have taken hold
upon me, so that I am not able to look up: they are more than the
hairs of mine head; therefore my heart faileth me." This was the
experience of David, no doubt, but the Lord Jesus, David's Son, and
David's Lord, is, proleptically, the speaker by the Holy Spirit. It is
more or less the experience of all God's children, at some time or other,
but how blessed for them to know that" Jehovah hath laid on Him
(Christ) the iniquity of us all" (Isa. liii. 6), and that, " Him that knew
no sin He made to be sin on our behalf; that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him" (2 Cor. v. 21, RV.).
This year being the tercentenary of the author of The Pilgrim's
Progress, John Bunyan, the following extract from the above-named
work of Dr. H. Banal' is interesting as showing how clear a grasp
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Bunyan had, by grace, of truth which God's people hold most dear:
" Justifying righteousness resides in and with the person of Christ;
it is of a justifying virtue only by imputation, i.e., by God's reckoning
it to us, even as our sins made the Lord Jesus a sinner, nay sin, i.e.,
by God's reckoning it to Him. The righteousness of God, i.e., a
righteousness of God's completing, a righteousness of God's bestowing,
a righteousness that God gives unto and puts upon all them that believe
-a righteousness that stands in the works of Christ, and that is
imputed both by the grace and justice of God. The righteousness by
which we stand just before God, from the curse, was performed long
ago by the person of Christ."-Bunyan's Sermon on Justification
by Impttted Righteousness.
May 21st, 1928.
ROBERT J. NOYES.

BUNYA

A/I,T])

TRIBULATION.

LET this, then, encourage the saints to hope and to rejoice in hope of
the glory of God, notwithstanding present tribulations. This is our
seedtime, our winter; affiictions are to try us of what mettle we are
made; yea, and to shake off worm-eaten fruit, and such as are rotten
at core. Troubles for Christ's sake are but like the prick of an awl
in the tip of the ear, in order to hang a jewel there. Let this also put
the saints upon patience: when we know that a trial will have an
end, we are by that knowledge encouraged to exercise patience. I
have a bad master, but I have a year to serve under him, and that
makes me serve him with patience; I have but a mile to go on this
dirty way, and then I shall have my path pleasant and green, and this
makes me tread the dirty way with patience. I am now in my rags,
but by that a quarter of a year is come and gone, two hundred a year
comes into my hand, wherefore I will wait, and exercise patience.
Thus might I multiply comparisons. Be patient, then, my brethren:
but how long? To the coming of the Lord. But when will that be ?
The coming of the Lord draws nigh.-(John Bunyan, quoted in Dr.
Brown's Life, Times, and Work, p. 439.)

BUNYAN AND RIGHT THOUGHTS OF GOD.
"WE have right thoughts of God when we think that He knows
us better than we know ourselves, and can see sin in us when and
where we can see none in ourselves: when we think He knows our
inmost thoughts, and that our heart, with all its depths, is always
open unto His eyes; also when we think that all our righteousness
stinks in His nostrils, and that therefore He cannot abide to see us
stand before Him in any confidence, even in all our best performances."
-Pilgrim's Progress.
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THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE."-A WORD TO OUR READERS.
THE Annual Meeting of the Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE was
held in London on Wednesday afternoon, May 30.
The Balance Sheet of the year 1927 was read and examined. This
.showed that there was a small balance after all payments were made.
For this we are very thankful to God. This satisfactory result, how·ever, was due under God to our many kind readers who have contributed so well during the year under review to The GOSPEL MAGAZINE
Fund. For their kind contributions to this Fund the Trustees are
very grateful. It is cheering to record that even the poor amongst
our readers have contributed regularly to this Fund.
We ''i'ould again remind our readers that a Magazine which stands
for the great and distinctive doctrines of grace does not appeal to the
world, nor even to many who profess and call themselves Christians.
It follows, therefore, that we are still dependent upon the God of all
grace to supply the needs of the Magazine by means of His people
who value its precious truths.
During the year of the great coal strike there was a drop in the numbeJ
{)f our subscribers to the Magazine. Last year, however, there was ~
<considerable increase in the circulation.
We hope all our readers will earnestly seek to use their influence
with others to become subscribers. Gaps in our list are being made
each year by the calling Home of some of our readers. Y\7 e sometimes
hear of persons who have become subscribers who had not previously
heard of the existence of the Magazine.
Our readers may greatly assist to increase the circulation by making
it known to others, and by sending copies for a few months to likely
persons.
We bespeak the regular prayers of our readers for the Lord's abundant
blessing on this effort to make known His truth. He is able to give
increasing encouragement in this important means of testimony.
Orders for the Magazine (6s. a year) should be sent to the publisher
(Mr. B. S. Taylor), 23, Bedford Street, Strand, London, W.C.2. Contributions for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE Fund may also be sent to him, or
to the Editor, at Whitington Vicarage, Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn,
Norfolk.
BUNYAN AND RIGHT FEAR.
TRUE or right fear is discovered by three things:
" 1. By its rise: it is caused by saving convictions for sin.
"2. It driveth the soul to lay fast hold of Christ for salvation.
"3. It begetteth and continueth in a soul a great reverence of God,
His Word, and ways; keeping it tender, and making it afraid to turn
from them, to the right hand or to the left, to anything that may
dishonour God, break its peace, grieve the Spirit, or cause the enemy
to speak reproachfully."-Pilgrim's Pmgress.
H
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MORE LETTERS ABOUT THE REJECTION OF THE
PRAYER BOOK MEASURE.
From Burma came a lettm' dated June 16th, in which the writer says;
" Once again our God has intervened in a marvellous way. We have
just heard the glorious news that the Commons have rejected the
Prayer Book Measure by a majority of 46. I wrote to the Superintendent of the American Baptist Mission Press to ask him to send
me a telegram as soon as the news was heard in Rangoon. We simply
could not wait till Monday when the papers come. We were just
finishing breakfast when the telegram came. I opened it in the office
alone, and then, shouting to the others the news, rushed over to the
other bungalow, where they were in the middle of singing a hymn at
prayers. The news was too good to wait, and I rushed into the middle
and told the glorious tidings. Then I went off to the dispensary to
get alone, and to fall down before the Lord, and adore Him for His
goodness. Now we have sent off a telegram to Kamaing. Of course
I am longing for the full news, but to-morrow's service will indeed be
one of praise and thanksgiving."
A lette'r 1rom China said: "The glorious news of the rejection by
Parliament of the new Prayer Book came as no surprise to me. It
may be because I have not been in as close touch with affairs as you,
but I have never had the least doubt since the miracle of December 15th
that our cause was safe. The actual result of the debate was made
known to me just after I had finished reading the series of masterly
articles in the special number of the En,r;lish Churchman."
From Bristol came a letter saying: "The Lord ha, done great things
for us again. May we never forget to praise Him for the marvellous
deliverance from legalized idolatry, and may we be stirred up to more
faithful and diligent witnessing and contending for the faith."
Anothe1' letter from Bristol said: "How different everything in now
from what it would have been had the Prayer Book passed. I don't
think one realized how heavily the burden had weighed till the Lord
so graciously granted the wonderful deliverance."
From Old Woking a letter came, saying: "What another glorious
victory and mighty deliverance we have experienced. On the Thursday
that the votes were taken in the House of Commons, at our weekly
prayer meeting, our Vicar made special allusion to the serious matter
before the Commons, and there were many prayers offered that God
would intervene again, and that the Book might be rejected as it was
in December. On the Sunday following we had a service of praise
and thanksgiving in our Church, at both the morning and evening
services. I think we ought to be thankful that we have a Vicar who
is opposed to all forms of Anglo-Catholicism and Modernism."
" WERE a man in a mountain of ice, yet if the Sun of Righteousness
will arise upon him, his frozen heart shall feel a thaw; and thus it
hath been with me."-Old Honest in " P·ilgrim's Progre..~8," Part n.
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THE BIBLES SENT TO l\1.P.'s.
The Vicar of Ohrist Ohurch, Ooventry (Rev. H. Anton), has had many
dozens of letters from M.P.'s in grateful acknowledgment of the Bibles sent
to all who voted in the majority on December 15th last. The subjoined
letters from Mr. Rosslyn Mitchell, M.P. for Paisley, will be read with
special interest.
House of Commons Library, 17th M arch,:1928.
DEAR MR. ANTON-I have written the enclosed letter to you all.
There is one thing which I want to ask of you. Will you please write
in the flyleaf :"To Rosslyn Mitchell,
Member of Parliament for Paisley, from
the Members of Christ Church, Coventry,"
and then sign it as Vicar. If the Churchwardens would be so good
as to sign it, too, I should be all the happier.
My wife and children think your gift a very wonderful event. My
son, when he read your letter, said, "Daddy, I think that is most
touching." His sister said, "How lovely of them."
We are all readers of the Book.
Yours very sincerely, ROSSLYN MITCHELL.
To the Congregation of Christ Church, Coventry.
DEAR FRIENDs,-During thirty years spent in public life of various
kinds, I have known many acts of beautiful kindliness, but nothing
has so deeply touched my heart as the gift which I have received from
you, except the spirit which has prompted you to send it to me. I
see from the letter which accompanies the Book that others have been
in your thought. I am glad to be knit' with them in your hearts.
But in another sense I feel that this is a personal linking up between
you and me. I have never been in your city. I know none of your
citizens. I am not a member of your Church. You have made me
feel that I am in close communion with you, that we are one in the
greater life which knows no boundaries of city, nation or creed.
Some day I will come to Coventry and sit awhile in Christ Church.
I shall not come as a stranger, but as one whose spirit has already
lingered in your midst and become one of your family.
I have many Bibles. One, given to me on my twenty-first birthday,
bears on the flyleaf the words, " From Mother." That is the only one
which can share the appreciation and affection with which I think
upon your copy.
I will cherish it and read it, and at all times think of you all. And
afterwards my children will see it and remember you and me together.
My grateful thanks and love and blessing are with you all.-Your
friend,
ROSSLYN MITCHELL.

III John 13, 14.

(From The Oh1trchman's Magazine, May, 1928.)
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DIVINE FAITHFULNESS.
By THE LATE J. A. WALLINGER, OF BATH.

LET me show you three things concerning God's faithfulness in Christ.
First, He is faithful to call: for says Paul, "God is faithful, by
Whom ye were called unto the fellowship of His Son Jesus Christ."
So if you are called, it is only according to His faithfulness, and if
you are called, see what you are called to, to have fellowship with
His Son. And what is that? Fellowship with His sufferings, His cross,
and all the benefits of His cross, and in yet a little while, fellowship
with His crown.
Secondly, He is faithful to pardon, for " If we confess our sins, He
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness." God thus by His Spirit leads His people to confession and acknowledgement of all, to confess the worst, to hide nothing from Him; and sooner or later they thus come to pardon.
And the Lord in infinite condescension says, He would not be the
faithful God if He did not pardon upon a full and free confession and
acknowledgement.
Thirdly, He is faithful to deliver out of temptation; no, say you,
for I am not delivered-wait, it is all to come. For God says to
His people: "There hath no temptation taken you but such as is
common to man (yea, elect men); but God is faithful, who will not
suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but with the
temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear i ."
Temptation was ever common to the best of men, to God's choicest
favourites. But because God was faithful there "as a way of escape
made; therefore, if only with the skin of their teeth, yet they escaped.
But, say you, look at Peter, David and such like. Well, they escaped;
they were delivered or they would not be now in glory. So with
God's people now, though low, poor, tried, tempted, harassed,
afllicted; yet the Lord will appear to bring them through and out
of all, and give them the crown- of life at last. May your and my
faith then be fixed upon these great and glorious truths, and so in
the midst of temptations lean upon the faithfulness of the High Priest
of our profession. ",Ve may well say, "It is of the Lord's mercies
that we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not. . ..
Great is Thy faithfulness." Not your faithfulness, not mine. No, no,
friends, you and I have nothing to boast of, but His faithfulness.

" SOME professors do with religion just as people do with their best
apparel-hang it on the wall all week, and put it on on Sundays;
they save it till they go to a meeting, or meet with a godly chapman."
-John Bunyan, quoted in Archdeacon Buckland's "John Bunyan."
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HOLIDAYS.
month of August is a time of holiday for all my young readers.
who are still at school, and for many others. Some of you will be.
delighting in all the charms of the seashore, listening to the music of
the waves as they roll in and retreat, and enjoying the paddling and
the bathing.
Others of you will be having a change from town to country, finding
pleasure in the lovely scenery of hill and valley, and rejoicing in the
beautiful foliage all around. In any case, if you are a child of God"
your heart will be lifted up in thankfulness and praise as you see all
around you so many tokens of our Heavenly Father's love and care.
You will be ready to say with the Psalmist: "0 Lord, how manifold
are Thy works! in wisdom hast Thou made them all: the earth is full
of Thy riches. So is this great and wide sea" (Ps. civ. 24, 25).
A short time ago I was being driven in a motor-car by a friend through.
beautiful scenery, and was taken to see a spring of clear water gushing
out at the foot of a hill. On the right of the spring another verse out
of this Psalm is put up in beautiful lettering, which will last for a very
long time-CC He sendeth the springs into the valleys, which run among
the hills" (Ps. civ. 10). The text must have been put there by one
whose heart was full of praise to his Heavenly Father, and longed that.
others should" taste and see that the Lord is good."
Your holiday should be a real help to you in your spiritual life. This
can only be the case, however, if you give careful attention to certain
things which I will mention.
1. Remember to keep holy the Sabbath day. You may happen to
be amongst those who do not keep the day, in which case you are called
upon to show by your life Whose you are and Whom you serve. You
will, of course, refrain from using the day for pleasure, and be careful
to occupy your mind with helpful reading. I hope that your holiday
will be spent where you can hear the Gospel faithfully preached.
2. Read a short portion of Scripture every day carefully, and pray
that the Holy Spirit may teach you as you read. He can make you
understand the precious truths of His Word.
3. Be sure to pray to your Heavenly Father each morning and
evening, committing yourself and all your dear ones to His gracious
care.
The Lord loves to see you joyful and happy, bringing gladness into
the lives of those around. Now, whilst you are young in years, let it'
be seen in your life that the Lord has called you by His grace, and
revealed the Lord Jesus to you as your Saviour. Well, may you be'
iull of joy and happiness as you think of His wondrous love to you!
THE

E. A. H.
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BISHOP KNOX AND "THE ENGLISH OHUROHMAN" O~
THE REJECTION OF THE PRAYER BOOK MEAS RE.
BISHOP KNOX says:
"We have cause for unspeakable thankfulness to Almighty God
that the House of Commons has reaffirmed the Protestantism of Great
Britain. This is an issue of importance to the whole of Christendom,
one that involves spiritual consequences of the highest moment. It
lies far deeper than controversies about externals of worship. It
involves the relation between God and man, and the whole significance
of the redemptive work of Jesus Christ. Not that the problem presented
itself in this form to most Members of Parliament-perhaps only to a
comparatively small number. But there was vividly present to all
the antagonism between support of the Bishops and distrust of the
Bishops, and the distrust was due to belief that the sympathy of the
Bishops was with Anglo-Catholicism, and that Anglo-Ca holicism
meant repudiation of Protestantism.
" How true this instinct was, Sir Thomas Inskip's startling revelation
of his negotiations with the Archbishop made very evident. It is
needless to say that the offer of Sir Thomas, backed by Sir Wm.
Joynson-Hicks and the Lord Chancellor, to withdraw opposition if
Perpetual Reservation were abandoned, had no support from myself
or from any organization with which I was directly or indirectly
connected, But the fact remains that the offer was made, and that it
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was refused by the Archbishop, acting no doubt with the cognizance
of the Bishops. There is no secret that the real object of Perpetual
Reservation in the Church is ' adoration,' or in other words, , worship
{)f the Sacrament.' Here we have the plainest and most direct form
of opposition between the underlying principles of Protestantism and
Romanism, and a victory for Perpetual Reservation, even with the
Tubrical safeguards suggested, must have entailed in course of time
the negation of Protestantism. The provisions for the same kind of
worship, apparently overlooked by Sir T. Inskip, in the Alternative
Communion Office could not have failed to have the same effect, and
that in a form more forcibly pressed on the attention of congregations.
We have reason to be profoundly thankful to God that the offer was
rejected. ·At the same time, the fact that it was made and was rejected
justifies overwhelmingly the action of the House of Commons, and
creates a situation of supreme difficulty for the Bishops and for the
Church at large. It shows that the Bishops as a whole felt themselves
unable to resist the pressure of a demand for return to a practice
distinctly medileval and distinctly Roman. So long as the Bishops
are under this control, they cannot be guides or rulers of a Protestant
Church. They must now be aware that Great Britain will not accept
a non-Protestant Church, and they have before them a choice between
a break with the Anglo-Catholics and a break with the nation."The Record, June 21.

The Enghsh Ohurchman says:
" We are deeply indebted to Sir Thomas Inskip for the part he took
in the great debate. When through unavoidable weariness the interest
seemed to be flagging, he came to the rescue with a vigorous speech.
He dealt with matters that had arisen in a masterly manner, exposing
the weakness or proving the strength of much that had been affirmed.
His words undoubtedly carried weight and formed a powerful conclusion
to all that had been said for the rejection of the Measure. But we
must say that there was one rather distressing statement in his otherwise
most valuable contribution. He said: 'With the concurrence of the
.Home Secretary and the present Lord Chancellor, I went to the
Archbishop of Canterbury and told him that, with whatever influence
we had, we were prepared to assent to a Measure passing through this
House provided it did not include this perpetual Reservation, which
is the keystone of the system. In his wisdom the Archbishop of
Canterbury perhaps thought that offer unworthy of further consideration. It was honestly made. I believe if the Home Secretary and
the Lord Chancellor and myself-I hope the House will not think this
is taking too much upon us-had expressed that opinion, I believe
that we should have had enough of our hon. friends to go with us to
ensure the passage of such a Measure through this House of Commons.'
We can easily see the significance of that statement-and the extent
{)f the concession which it would make to reactionary revision. It is
by no means likely that those three distinguished leaders were acting
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in accordance with the wishes of their followers. But in any case w
think that they might have consulted them before going to the Archbishop of Canterbury. Perpetual Reservation is not the only departure
from God's Word and the principles of the Reformation which the
Deposited Book would allow or enjoin, and it would still be impossible
for many of us to endorse it even if that were left out. We regret
the necessity of alluding to this on our day of deliverance, but we fear
the revival of this proposal and of the consequences that it might
have."-The English Churchman, June 21.

THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
MANY grateful acknowledgements of the increase of the pension from
£6 to £9 have been received; one friend saying what a boon it will be,
and that she does not know what she would have done without the'
help from the Society. To meet the expenditure in connection with
the work, £45 daily is required. The Committee are encouraged by
the kind expressions in letters accompanying remittances.
The annual Sale of Work and the Anniversary of the Hornsey RiseHome took place on July 6th. Lady Bertha Dawkins kindly opened
the Sale in the afternoon, and in doing so spoke most appreciatively of
the Home and the work of the Institution. The Sale was very Sllccessful. In the evening a service was held in the Chapel in the grounds,
conducted by the Rev. R. Mutimer. The Chapel was well filled, and
the sermon from the word" Jehovah-Jireh " was much enjoyed.
There will be a service in the interest of the Society at Tadworth
on Wednesday, August 8th.
.

l\ebietlls anb jl.otires of 15ooks.
THE HISTORICAL CONTINUITY OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND. By
D. Buchanan. Price 6d. Pp. 40. (The Protestant Truth Society,
3 and 4, St. Paul's Churchyard, London, KC.4.)
This pamphlet is a reply to Cardinal Bourne's pastoral on the Elizabethan Martyrs.
From the same publishers we have received THE VATICAN AND THE
BRITISH THRONE. This has also been written in answer to Cardinal
Bourne in reference to the Protestantism of the British Throne. The
price of this pamphlet is 2d.
ST. STEPHEN'S, WALTHAMSTOW, 1875-1928. By T. H. Hilken. Pp45. Price 2s. net.
This is a brief history of St. Stephen's Church, Walthamstow. The
Bishop of Barking is the author of the preface. (The Church Book
Room, 7, Wine Office Court, Fleet Street, London, E.C.)
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