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THREE GREAT WORDS.
I.-FAITH.
" We give thanks to GOD arnd the FATHER of our LORD JESUS CHRIST,
praying always for you, since we heard of your faith in CHRIST
JESUS, and of the love which ye have to all the saints, for the
hope which is laid up tor you in heaven." -COL. i. 3-5.

THREE great words occur in this passage. They are faith, love,
and hope. They are often found together in other Epistles. One
notable instance is that which occurs in 1 Cor. xiii. 13, where we
read, "And now abideth faith, hope, charity (love), these three;
but the greatest of these is charity." In 1 Thess. i. 3 the apostle
speaks of "your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience
of hope in our LORD JESUS CHRIST." Then in the Epistle to the
Hebrews we read of "your work and labour of love," of "the
full assurance of hope," and of "them who through faith and
patience inherit the promises" (Heb. vi. 10-12).
It is evident from these passages that the three graces of faith,
hope, and love, characterized all the members of the LORD'S family.
These, then, are family graces. They are therefore graces which
may rightly form subjects of meditation in "The Family Portion."
The Colossian saints seem to have been amongst the number of
those who had not seen the Apostle Paul's face in the flesh (see
Col. ii. 1). Their knowledge of Gospel truth seems to have been
derived from Epaphras, who laboured amongst them as " a faithful
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minister of CHRIST." It was he who declared unto the Apostle
Paul "their love in the SPIRIT." Having heard of their faith,
and love, and hope, the apostle's heart was filled with gratitude
to GOD, and he ceased not to make mention of them in his prayers
(see Col. i. 3-9). It was cheering to his heart, while he was a
pris~ner in Rome, to hear how "the word of the truth of the
Gospel" had reached them, and was bearing fruit in their lives
to the glory and praise of GOD.
Now we propose to fix attention specially on one of the three
great words to which we have referred in our opening remarks.
That word is "faith." The Colossian saints were characterized
by "faith in CHRIST JESUS."
One of the frui.ts of the SPIRIT is faith, and the faith which
trusts in the merits of CHRIST for salvation is a Divinely implanted
gift. "By grace 'are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of GOD: not of works, lest any man
should boast" (Ephes. li. 8, 9).
If we have faith in the LORD JESUS CHRIST it is no credit to
us. It is GOD Who by His SPIRIT has disposed us to renounce all
confidence in our' own merits and to trust only in the merits of
CHRIST. There is no ground of self-boasting, therefore, if we are
,believers in the LORD JESUS CHRIST. To us it has been given to
believe on Him. We have believed through grace. (See Phil.
i. 29 and Acts xviii. 27.)
Now the character of our faith in CHRIST is influenced by the
measure of our knowledge of Him. The more we know of Him
the more will our faith in Him be enlarged. This Epistle to the
Colossians contains a great deal of truth about CHRIST, and all
this needs to be apprehended by faith. Let us think of the faith
<If GOD'S people as resting on CHRIST as He is revealed in this
, short letter to the Colossian saints.
1. First, we need to have faith in CHRIST as a Divine SAVIOUR.
This Epistle teaches us that "In Him dwelleth all the fullness
<If the Godhead bodily" (ii. 9). He is " the image of the invisible
GoD." He is the first-born before every creature. " He is before
.all things," and" by Him were all things created." "All things
,were created by Him, and for Him," and" by Him all things
consist."
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Thus He is a Divine Person. He" is over all, GOD blessed
for ever." He is " the MAN CHRIST JESUS," but He is also" GOD
of GOD, Light of Light, very GOD of very GOD." He is "GOD,
of the substance of the FATHER begotten before the worlds, and
Man, of the substance of His mother, born in the world; perfect
GOD and perfect Man." All created things owe their being to Him,
and all things are held together by Him. The sun rises and sets
and the planets move in their proper spheres because they are
under His control.
The people of GOD, then, need to remember that He in Whom
they have faith is a Divine PERSON. He. is the Omnipotent
CR;EATOR of the Universe. He upholds all things by the word of
His power. He is the CREATOR of all things, the HEIR of all
things, and the UPHOLDER of all things. What cannot He do,
then, for those who have faith in Him ~ There is absolutely
nothing too hard for Him to accomplish on behalf of His people.
Ye who are members of the LORD'S family, remember you have
a Divine and an omnipotent SAVIOUR (see Col. i. 15-17; Heb.
i. 1-3).
2. Secondly, we need to have faith in CHRIST as a Redeeming
SAVIOUR.
"In Whom," we read in this Epistle, "we have redemption
through His blood, even the forgiven~ss of sins" (i. 14). He is
the REDEEMER of His people. They needed redemption. They
needed to be delivered from the curse which the law of GOD pronounced on them. They had all sinned. They had all transgressed the law of GOD. Death eternal, therefore, was their
merited portion. Into the pit of h~ll they deserved to sink. But
CHRIST hath in love to their souls delivered them from the pit
of corruption. He, though He was GOD, became flesh, in order
that He might give His life for the ransom of many. He shed His
blood, the blood of the new Covenant, for many, for the remission
of sins. He bore the sins of many to secure their redemption.
He redeemed His people from the curse of the law, being made
a curse for them.
The price He paid for their redemption was His own precious
blood. Those who have faith in Him can declare that they have
r~demption through His blood. They are delivered from the curse,
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their sins are all forgiven. He hath loved them and washed them
from their sins in His own blood. What a mercy, an infinite
mercy, if we can say we have faith in a SAVIOUR Who has indeed
redeemed us by His blood.
" There is a fountain filled with blood,
Drawn from EMMANUEL'S veins;
And sinners, plunged beneath that flood,
Lose all their guilty stains."
3. Thirdly, we need to have faith in CHRIST as a risen, ascended,
and glorified SAVIOUR.
He is "the FIRST-BORN ·from the dead" (i. 18). He is the first
Who rose from the dead to die no more. His resurrection demonstrated that He had by His death secured the eternal justification
of all His people. Moreover, His resurrection is the pledge of the
resurrection to glory of all who have faith in Him. Thus the
LORD'S people have a living SAVIOUR, One Who can take a constant
interest in their affairs. But He not only rose from the dead, He
also ascended into heaven, and He is now on the right hand of
GOD. We are bidden to "seek those things which are above,
where CHRIST sitteth at the right hand of GOD" (Col. iii. 1). His
ascension followed His resurrection and He is now "on the right
hand of GOD, angels, authorities and powers being made subject
unto Him" (1 Peter iii. 22).
Representatively all His people are seated together with Him
in heavenly places. On their behalf He appears in the presence
of GOD. He is their ADVOCATE with the FATHER.· He takes up their
cause, is deeply interested in their affairs, and He secures for
them all the blessings which _they need. He assures His people
that whatsoever they shall ask the FATHER in His name the FATHER
will give it them, and He also says, "Whatsoever ye shall ask in
My name, that will I do, that the FATHER may be glorified in the
SON. If ye shall ask anything in My name, I will do it" (John
xiv. 13, 14; xvi. 23, 24).
Thus the ascended and glorified SAVIOUR dispenses to His people
from the throne a full supply of all their needs. As their risen
and ascended SAVIOUR He is able to save them completely that
come unto GOD by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them. His presence in heaven, as their SURETY and
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Representative HEAD, secures all needed grace and power. He is
therefore their living and mighty KEEPER. The OBJECT of our
faith is possessed of all power to comfort, to guide, and to keep
His people. Let us look up to Him as a risen, ascended, glorified,
and mighty SAVIOUR and KEEPER, and let us remember that as
He, our FORERUNNER, has entered within the veil, so all His
people shall follow in due course.
4. Fourthly, we need to have faith in Him as a forgiving SAVIOUR.
Notice the words in Colossians iii. 13. "Forbearing one another,
and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against
any: even as CHRIST forgave you, so also do ye."
Usually the FATHER is represented as forgiving sin. In Ephes.
iv. 32, we read, "Forgiving one another, even as GOD for CHRIST'S
sake hath forgiven you." Here, however, in Colossians, CHRIST is
aid to forgive His people. As the MEDUTOR He secured the blessing of forgiveness for His people. He shed His blood to secure
the remission of their sins. He is, therefore, the CHANNEL through
Whom forgiveness flows to all who have faith in Him. Moreover,
as GOD, and as one with the FATHER, He is the DONOR of forgiveness.
The FATHER exalted Him "to give repentance to Israel, and
forgiveness of sins." He washes His people from their sins in His
own blood. (See Acts v. 31; Rev. i. 5.)
He gives rest from the burden of sin to those who come to Him.
He, being the SAVIOUR, doth save His people from their sins.
He, then, in Whom we have faith, is He Who gives to His
believing people the great blessing of forgiveness, and we need to
have faith in Him alone in order to experience and to enjoy this
blessing. How can we ever adore Him enough for bestowing this
great blessing upon us. He hath said to our souls, "Be of good
cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee" (Matt. ix. 2). Though 'our sins
be "manifold" and" mighty," yet He hath forgiven them, and
He still forgives freely and fully. The language of our hearts
needs ever to be :
"Wash me, SAVIOUR, or I die."
5. Lastly, we need to have faith in CHRIST as a ruling and a coming
SAVIOUR.
He is our exalted PRINCE as well as our exalted SAVIOUR, and
GOD hath ",delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath
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translated us into the kingdom of His dear SON" (Col. i. 13).
Chri t's people are not only His Church or called-out people, they
are also His kingdom. They were formerly in the kingdom of
atan. Now by Divine grace they are in the kingdom of GOD'S dear
SON. He is their KING, their LORD, their RULER, and they are His'
subjects. "The Church is subject unto CHRIST" because He is
the Church's HEAD, HUSRAND and RULER. "He is the HEAD of
the body, the Church" (Col. i. 18). In Whom do the people of
GOD trust? In Whom do they have faith? They have faith in
One Who is at once their GOD, their REDEEMER, and their living,
ascended and glorified LORD, and their M:ASTER and KING. They
have faith in His blood to redeem them, His intercessions to secure
all needful blessings, and in His Kingship to govern and control
all things for their present and eternal good. Moreover, owning
Him as their KING, they feel under a willing obligation to be wholly
subject to His authority, and to live not unto themselves, but
wholly unto Him. As KING He will sit on GOD'S right hand
until His enemies be made His footstool. Then He will come
forth and tread them under. But He will also come forth to
receive into His heavenly kingdom all who have faith in His
blood.
At present we do not see Him with our bodily eyes, though by
faith we see Him "crowned with glory and honour." He disappeared from the view of His people at His ascension. But He
is to appear the second time, and" W'hen CHRIST, Who is our
life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in glory"
(Col. iii. 4). This is the hope of all who have" faith in CHRIST
JESUS." They look for that -blessed hope and the appearing of
the glory of their great GOD and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST. When
He appears in glory they shall appear with Him in glory. They
shall be "glorified together."
May we all who read these lines know what it is to have faith.
in a Divine, a redeeming, a living and ascended, a forgiving, and
a ruling and a coming SAVIOUR.
" Faith is the gift of GOD,
By His own SPIRIT wrought;
The eye that sees, the hand that takes
The blessings CHRIST hath bought.
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" JESUS it owns as KING,
And all-atoning PRIEST;
lt claims no merit of its own,
But looks for all in CHRIST.
" To Him it leads the soul,
When filled with deep distress,
Flies to the fountain of His blood,
And trusts His righteousness."

(B. Beddome.)

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke FemJ, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

LONDO 'S TUMULTUOUS WELCOME FOR THE KING.
WONDERFUL SCENES. TWENTY MILES OF CHEERING. BABY PRINCESS.
DOUBLE PART IN THE GREETINGS.
I WISH to express my heartfelt gratitude for the affectionate and
enthusiastic welcome which I have received on returning, after
long months of illness, to the capital of my Empire.
GEORGE R.I.
lt was indeed a right royal welcome which London accorded to the
King yesterday and which his Majesty acknowledged in the message
reproduced above.
Cheering, cheering all the way had marked the Royal progress from
Windsor Castle. The enthusiasm of the greeting was intensified when
his Majesty, followed by members of his family, stepped on to the
balcony of Buckingham Palace.
Although the weather was by no means bright, the King adhered
to his plan of making the final stage of the homecoming in an open
carriage, changing from motor-car to landau at the Royal Albert Hall.,
By the heartiness of their cheering, his subjects indicated their appreciation of his consideration.
Princess Elizabeth played a notable part in the day's welcome.
She contrived to greet her grandfather both as he drove past her
parents' home in Piccadilly and as he reached his own Palace.Daily Telegraph, July 2nd, 1929.
" THE proclamation of the Gospel is God's appointed way, whereby
such Gospel, in being proclaimed to every creature, reaches those for
whom Christ bore the curse; and they, being made willing by the
Holy Spirit, are brought by that Gospel to trust in Christ for the
salvation of their souls. Trusting in Chnst, however, not to remove
the curse from them then, but trusting in Christ as one "Vho took
that curse fully away when He died upon the cross."-Thomas Moor.
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THE NAME "JESUS" IN THE EPISTLE TO
THE HEBREWS.
" We see Jesus."-HEBREws ii. 9.
WE recall a Bible reading held one afternoon at the Victoria Rooms,
Clifton, near Bristol, many years ago. The late Rev. W. T. Turpin
was the conductor. It was held in connection with the Clifton
Conference, convened by our highly-esteemed friend the late Rev.
James Ormiston. Mr. Ormiston sat on a side seat, and we well
remember his pointing out in the conversation which arose at the
Bible reading that the name " Jesus" occurred eight times in the
Epistle to the Hebrews without any other title being used with it.
vVe sometimes read of " Christ Jesus" or " Jesus Christ our Lord"
or " Our Lord Jesus Christ," but here, in the Epistle to the Hebrews,
the precious name stands, 0 to speak, by itself.
By this precious name He was l.'"Ilown upon earth. Philip said
to Nathanael, "We have. found Him, of vVhom Moses in the law,
and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of J oseph "
(John i. 45).
By that name He is known now. Stephen" looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing
on the right hand of God" (Acts vii. 55). "Who art Thou,
Lord 1 " said Saul, when he was nearing Damascus, and he heard
a voice saying, "Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me 1" The
answer from heaven was, "I am Jesus, vVhom thou persecutest "
(Acts ix. 5). So, in the Revelation, He said to John, "I Jesus
have sent Mine angel to testify unto you these things in the
Churches" (Rev. xxii. 16).
By this name He will be known when He comes again. "This
same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come
in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven" (Acts i. 11).
" How sweet the name of Jesus sounds
In a believer's ear:
It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds,
And drives away his fear."
Let us think of Jesus as He is set forth in the Epistle to the
, Hebrews.
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1. First, let us think 0/ Him as Jesus our King.
"We see Jesus ... crowned with glory and honour" (Heb. ii. 9).
He had prayed, "0 Father, glorify Thou Me with Thine own Self
with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was" (John
xvii. 5). Now, as we look up to heaven, by faith we see Jesus
crowned with glory and honour. God hath highly exalted Him.
The King of glory hath taken His seat on "the right hand of
the throne of the Majesty in the heavens" (Heb. viii. 1). He is
" far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion,
and every name that is named." Angels and authorities and powers
are subject to Him. He is " the Head over all things to the Church."
All authority hath been given unto Him in heaven and earth. The
Father hath given all things into His hand.
This Jesus, Whom the Father raised from the dead, and exalted
to His own right hand, is our King and He is possessed of almighty
power and universal authority. We, His people, belong to Him.
He owns us as His. We are members of His body, part of Himself.
He is our Jesus, and our King. He loves us, and He is deeply
interested in our case. What comfort then we may derive from
the great truth that Jesus is our King. He is able to save us
continually. He is able to keep us by His power, guide us by
His wisdom, cheer us by His presence, and comfort us by His
promises. Let us own Him as our King, adore Him as our supreme
Lord and Master, obey Him as our lawful Ruler, and give unto
Him the honour that is due unto His name.
" Then let us adore, and give Him His right:
All glory, and power, all wisdom and might;
All honour and blessing, with angels above,
And thanks never ceasing and infinite love."
What a comfort to know that He Who rules the universe is our
Saviour, Jesus.
2. Secondly, think 0/ Jesus a.s our God.
" Seeing then that we have a great High Priest, that is passed
into the heavens, Jesu.s the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession" (Heb. iv. 14). Our Jesus is the Son of God. As Son of
man He is human, as Son of God He is Divine. The name" Jesus"
was given to Him at His incarnation, but He .to Whom it was
given was a Divine Person. "The "Vord was God," says the
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Apostle John, and it was this eternal and Divine Person Who
became flesh and dwelt among men. We may say to Him, "My
Lord and my God." Unto the Son the Father saith, " Thy throne,
God, is for ever and ever" (Heb. i. 8).
Jesus, then, is a Divine Saviour. The blood which He shed to
a.tone for the sins of His people was the blood of a Divine Person.
It is, therefore, of infinite value. It is efficacious to cleanse from
all sin every sinner who trusts in Him. An innumerable multitude
will be saved by the infinitely precious blood of the Lamb of'
God.
3. Thirdly, think of Jesus as our Forerunner.
"Whither the Forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made
an High Priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec " (Heb. vi. 20).
A forerunner is one who comes in advance to a place whither the
rest are to follow. Jesus is the Forerunner of His people. He
h.as gone in advance of lEs redeemed ones within the veil. He
has entered heaven itself, and, so to speak, He has taken possession
for His people. They are all to follow Him in due course. He
has gone to prepare a place for them and He has promised to come
again to receive them unto Himself, that· where He is, there they
may be also. His presence in heaven is therefore the pledge of
His people's presence there in due time. His purpose concerning:
them is expressed by the words, "Father, I will that they also,
whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am; that they
may behold My glory" (John xvii. 24).
What a glorious prospect this is for His redeemed ones! They
shall all follow their Forerunner into heaven.
4. Fourthly, think of Jesus as. our Surety.
" By so much was Jesus made a Surety of a better testament"
(Heb. vii. 22). A surety is one bound for another. Jesus was
bound legally for His people. He undertook to be responsible to
meet the preceptive and penal claims of the law in their stead.
By this means He secured for them the blessings of the better
Covenant. One of those blessings is the remission of sins. God
promises, "I will be merciful to their unrighteousnesE, and their
sins and their iniquities will I remember no more" (Heb. viii. 12).
Without shedding of blood, however, there is no remission of sin.
Accordingly, Jesus announced, "This is My blood of the new
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Covenant, which is shed for many for the remISSIon of sins"
.(Matt. xxvi. 28).
Christ, as His people's Surety, undertook to obey and to suffer
in their stead. By His obedience unto death He secured the
eternal justification and salvation of His people. Dr. Watts
beautifully says:
" To this dear Surety's hand
Will I commit my cause;
He answers and fulfils
His Father's broken laws;
Behold my sou) at freedom set!
My Surety paid the dreadful debt."
5. Fifthly, think of Jesus as our way of access to God.

" Having, therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest
by the blood of Jesus" (Heb. x. 19).
Under the old Covenant the tabernacle was divided into two
compartments, the holy place and the most holy. The ordinary
Jewish priests were at liberty to go always into the holy place,
" accomplishing the service of God." " But into the second (the
most holy place) went the high .priest alone once every year, not
·without blood, which he offered for himself, and for the errors
of the people" (Heb. ix. 6-8). By this restriction it was signified
that" the way into the holiest of all was not yet made manifest."
The holiest of all was a type of heaven. There God manifested
His presence over the mercy seat. But only the high priest, and
be only once a year, was permitted to enter into the holiest. Christ,
"however, our great High Priest, "by His own blood entered in
-once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption" for
His people. This, the blood of- bulls and of goats was incapable
-of doing.
'When Christ, however, by a sacrifice which was really efficacious,
"had secured redemption for His people, the veil of the temple,
separating the holy from the most holy place, was rent in twain,
from the top to the bottom, signifying no doubt that the way
-of access to God was now open. He entered not into the holy
place made with hands, but into heaven itself. There, too, all
His people may by faith enter, and enter always, by the blood of
Jesus. They have boldness, free and fearless confidence and cheerful
.courage to do this. They are encouraged thus to come right up
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to the throne of grace to obtain daily mercy, and to find grace
to help in time of need (see Heb. iv. 16). The ground of their
entrance is the blood of Jesus which has secured for them the
remission of their sins.
Thus Jesus is our way of access to God. "Through Him we
have access by one Spirit unto the Father" (Ephes. n. 18). He
sufIered for our sins that He might bring us to God. What an
immense privilege is the way of free and constant access to God.
Wbat a welcome always awaits us when we draw near, and how
rich, abundant, and constant are the blessings which He bestows
through the blood of Jesus. May we value and use more constantly this great and unspeakable privilege.
6. Sixthly, think of Jesus as our Goal.
" Let us run with patience the race that is set before us, looking
unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith" (Heb. xii. 1, 2).
The Christian life is likened to a race, and Jesus is likened to the
goal at the end of the race. As the runner keeps his eyes fixed
on the goal as he runs, so the Christian is to run in the Chri tian
race with his eyes fixed on Jesus. "Looking unto Jesus'." is to be
his constant habit. His affection is to be set on things above.
Jesus is to be the constant object of his faith. He needs to look
unto Him for grace and strength to persevere. He is the Author
and Perfector of our faith. He alone can keep us faithful and
prevent our faith failing. He is our goal and He is the object
of our hope and expectation. Let us look for that blessed hope,
as we run the race, and for the appearing of the glory of our, great
God and Saviour Jesus Christ.
7. Seventhly, think of Jesus as our Mediator.
" And to Jesus the Mediator of the new Covenant" (Heb. xii. 24).
A mediator is one who goes between two parties who are at variance,
in order to reconcile them. Jesus came between men and God
to bring about a reconciliation. Man had sinned, he had broken
God's law: he therefore merited Divine wrath. God was necessarily judicially hostile to him. Jesus, the Mediator, ha , however,
satisfied the preceptive and the penal claims of the law on behalf
of His people. He has satisfied Divine justice, and God can now
be just and the Justifier of him that believeth in J esus. We are
reconciled to God by the death of His Son (see Rom. v. 10).
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Jesus is the Mediator of the new Covenant, and by His obedience
unto death He has secured all its blessings for His people. Let
us remember that there is only one Mediator between God and
men, and that is Jesus.
8. Lastly, let us think of Jesus as our Sanctifier.
" Wherefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with
His own blood, suffered without the gate" (Heb. xiii. 12). Sanctification is sometimes ascribed to the Father (John xvii. 17;
1 Thess. v. 23), sometimes to the Son (Ephes. v. 26; Heb. x. 10;
xiii. 12), and sometimes to the Spirit (1 Cor. vi. 11; 2 Thess. ii. 13 ;
1 Peter i. 2). Perhaps we may rightly say that the Father sanctifies
through the Son, and by the Spirit. The Spirit uses the Word and
the blood to effect His sanctifying operations. God's people are
born again by the Word of God which the Spirit uses to effect the
new birth. The blood of bulls and of goats sanctified to the purifying of the flesh. The blood of Christ purges the conscience (Heb.
ix. 13, 14). The Spirit testifies to the awakened sinner of the
efficacious blood of Christ, and leads the sinner to trust therein.
Thus the sinner is set apart from the world as one who is washed,
sanctified, and justified, in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by
the Spirit of our God.
Thus we see that Jesus is our King, our God, our Forenmner,
our Surety, our ·Way of Access, our Goal, our Mediator, and our
Sanctifier. There is no spiritual blessing which is not ours through
Him. We are blessed with all spiritual blessings in Him. Hence
unto us who believe He is precious..
" Dear name, the Rock on which I build,
My shield and hiding-place:
My never-failing treasury filled
With boundless stores of grace."
THE EDITOR,
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

!'.JfHE attempt of Christians to remain Christians and retain their
inward state as such, and yet to enter voluntarily into intimate fellowship with the world, is as impossible as to combine light and darkness,
holiness and sin, happiness and misery."-Dr. C. Badge.
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~apets.

WELLSPRINGS.
" What shall we then su,y to these things?
against 'US? "-ROMANS viii. 3l.

If God be for us, who can be

WHAT things ~ Upon what ground is the apostle laying down this
royal challenge ~ Oh! blessed be God, it is upon the glorious verities
of the Gospel; those precious, soul-comforting and unassailable truths
of Jehovah's foreknowledge, predestination, electing love, holy calling,
and the justifying of all the elect vessels of mercy and their final glorifieation in and through the merits of His well-beloved Son, "the firstborn among many brethren." That is the ground of His people's
hope, and that is the sureness and certainty of it, for" if God be for
us, who can be against us ~" An eternity of bliss encloses these two
little words. Shall we, in dependence upon the Holy Spirit's illumination look a little into them.
These things. They include all that befalls every redeemed sinner
in time, and to eternity. III the chequered providences which cross his
earthly pathway, in his spiritual e:~..periences, and in the gracious
dealings of his heavenly Father, he is daily brought to see in "these
things" which fall to him, how God being for him all things are to work
for his eternal good. The patriarch Jacob used the expression in a
moment of deep despondency. At the end of his life, he is called upon
to part with his dearly cherished and youngest son Benjamin. The
ruler of the land of Egypt was putting his brothers and their father
to a severe test. For, said Joseph, whom as yet they knew not, " If
ye be true men, let one of your brethren be bound in the house of
your prison; go ye, carry corn for the famine of your houses; but
bring your youngest brother unto me; so shall your words be verified,
and ye shall not die." And when the aged patriarch saw and heard
them, it was as the last stroke of affliction to utterly break him down,
and he exclaimed in his anguish, " :Me ye have bereaved of my children,
Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin away:
all these things are against me,'" whilst if dear old Jacob had waited
long enough he would have nttered the gracious opposite and he would
have said, "all these things were for me" (Gen. xlii. 36).
Again, we think of these two gracious words in connection with
the visit of the angel to :Manoah and his wife, when in solemn fear
as " the angel did wondrously" and they" knew that he was an angel
of the Lord." "We shall surely die, because we have seen God,"
said :Manoah. But with gracious expectant faith and holy argument
his wife replies, "If the Lord were pleased to kill us, He would not
have received a burnt offering and a meat offering at our hands, neither
would He have showed us all these things, nor would as at this time
have told us such things as these" (Judges xiii. 23). Child of God,
have you sometimes argued with yourself thus ~ Have you recalled
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the encouragement given to well-nigh expiring faith; some little
"token for good"; some hope that was kindled in your breast·;
some little word upon which your soul was led to rest and gently wait
and hope in the Lord, over some matter that was greatly exercising
you ~ Oh! cherish it; encourage yourself in your strong God, and
speak to your soul as this gracious woman did upon" these things,"
and learn in the end that your
.. God doth not bid you wait
To disappoint at last."

Then there is another reference to our two little words in 1 Kings
xviii. 36, where the prophet Elijah in dependence upon his God gives
the sign to the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal to determine
who was the true God Who alone was to be worshipped. He prays,
" Let it be known this day that Thou art God in Israel and that I am
Thy servant, and that I have done all these things at Thy command,"
or as Moses said under similar circumstances, " Hereby ye shall know
that the Lord hath sent me to do all these works; for I have not done
them of mine own mind" (Num. xvi. 28).
How often, too, have we in our chequered pilgrimage rejoiced in
every word of that rich promise of Isa. xlii. 16, where the Lord in His
gracious and tender compassion pronounces that He "will bring the
blind by a way that they knew not and will lead them in paths that
they have not known: I will make darkness light before them, and
crooked things straight." And then as if to fold up the precious
cluster of His faithful Words to them He further encourages them by
saying, " These things will I do unto them, and not forsake them."
Again, Jehovah condescendingly declares by the prophet Jeremiah
(ix. 24) in the exercising of His loving-kindness, judgment and righteousness in the earth, " in these things I delight, saith the Lord."
And another prophet reminds us of him who is " wise and he shall
understand these things, prudent, and he shall know them. For the
ways of the Lord are right and the just shall walk in them" (Hosea
xiv. 9), while David in similar language in Ps. cvii. 43 declares,
"Whoso is wise and will observe these things, even they shall
understand the loving-kindness of the Lord."
We find our two little words thrice spoken of by the Lord in His
exhortation on the Mount. "Therefore take no thought, saying,
What shall we eat ~ or what shall we drink, and wherewithal shall
we be clothed ~ (for after all these things do the Gentiles seek) for
your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.
But seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousnsss, and all
these things shall be added unto you" (Matt. vi. 32, 33). He teaches
them thus to make the things of eternity their first consideration
and learn how the lesser things of time will be added to them. An
old writer somewhere puts it, that the eternal gift of God is as the
treasure in the parcel received, whilst the rest are as the paper and
packthread by which they are conveyed.
23
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Again, our blessed Lord speaks of these things which were " hid from
the wise and prudent but revealed unto babes" (Matt. xi. 25), and
who of us but desires that childlike, humble, artless, trustful spirit
to receive the truths of the everlasting Gospel by Divine revelation
which are so contrary to the spirit of the worldly wise ~
We must hasten on-nor stay to enlarge upon the many precious
Scriptures which occur to the mind. His mother Mary "kept all
these things" of the Holy Child" and pondered them in her heart "
(Luke ii. 19). Those two disciples with their eyes holden that they
should not recognize the gracious holy Stranger who joined them at
that Emmaus journey asked Him, "Art Thou only a stranger in
Jerusalem, and hast not known the things which are come to pass
there in these days ~" And when Jesus, to draw out their hearts,
enquires, "What things ~ " they again tell Him more "and beside
all this, to-day is the third day since these things were done" (xxiv.
19-21), yea even the stupendous things upon which hung the eternal
salvation of all the elect of God.
There is Nicodemus too who sought Jesus by night and in that
wonderful conversation in which he learned of his Divine Lord and
Master the necessity of the new birth, the scholar enquires, " How can
these things be ~ " and receives the answer of the incarnate Word
Himself, " Art Thou a Master in Israel, and knowest not these things ~ "
Jesus was probing the wound of pride and earthly greatness, and the
great ruler of the Jews is presently thereby learning how" except ye
be converted and become as little children, ye can in no wise enter the
kingdom of heaven." The humbling of Jesus, the sufferings of Jesus
and the glorifying of Jesus were amongst "these things" (thrice
repeated in verse 16 of John xii.) which the disciples understood not
at first, but afterwards" remembered were written of Him." And
in that same chapter we have the ew Testament quoting the Old
where we read, "These things said Esaias, when he saw His glory,
and spake of Him" (v. 41). Again we recall the Divine exhortation
to humility which includes our two little words from the lips of the
great Example Himself after washing the disciples' feet. "If ye know
these things happy are ye if ye do them" (xiii. 31). The apostles
with Peter, in declaring the exaltation of Jesus as a prince and a
Saviour for to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins, said,
" And we are witnesses of these things and so is also the Holy Ghost,
whom God hath given to them that obey Him" (Acts v. 31, 32).
The two words which are engaging our attention are also found in
that triumphant declaration of the Apostle Paul in speaking of his
ministry and giving thanks unto his God Who always causeth us to
triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of His knowledge
by us in every place. For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ,
in them that are saved, and in them that perish: to the one we are
the savour of death unto death; and to the other the savour of life
unto life. And who is sufficient for "these things "~ Whilst for all
"these things" the apostle well knew and gloried in the source of
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all his help when he exclaimed, "our sufficiency is of God." The
same apostle enjoined his Philippian brethren that whatsoever was
true, honest, just, pure, lovely and of good report, to " think on these
things"; as he likewise exhorted Timothy his son in the faith to
"meditate upon these things and give himself wholly to them" by
the preaching of the everlasting Gospel and the exalting a precious
Christ.
, We should find many more of " these things" to refer to, but our
space is limited, and we must lead the minds of our readers to the
last of them as quoted in Rev. xxii. 8, 16, 20, with the precious thought
that the Holy Spirit has so ordered it that the last book in the Holy
Word seals these things as it were as final and unalterable. "He
which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen.
Even so, come, Lord Jesus."
Now a word of application in closing our meditation. The chapter
from which our text is taken has spoken of "all things" and" all
these things" (verses 28, 32 and 37). We have referred to providential,
gracious, merciful, spiritual and experimental things, all of which, in
the hand of an unerring God and all-wise heavenly Father, subserve
and work to one end, even His glory and His children's good. Thus,
dear child of God, is sickness laid upon you? are losses sustained by
you? are reproaches for Christ's sake suffered by you? does grief
sadden you? or pain rend your heart in its " own bitterness"? All
is amongst" these things" which infinite love has ordained to be your
lot. Yea, every circumstance; every crook; every crossed providence; every delayed answer in your trial of faith; all the cloud or
sunshine; joy or sorrow, all are amongst these things which in the
hand of the Divine Alchemist are made to "work together for good."
What does your heart, beloved reader, say to these things? Either
they soften or harden, and therefore let us beware of unsanctified
affliction and chastening. Let us seek much needed grace to preserve
us from a fretting, peevish, murmuring spirit, and let us in all we do
not now understand be content to "fall into the hands of the Lord,
for very great are His mercies," as one of old said. We have seen
how one in a moment of despair cried out, " all these things are against
me," and we have also seen how another in calm confidence puts
forward the holy argument, "What shall we say to these things?
If God be for us who can be against us ~ "
It is a royal challenge! And if God be for you, beloved reader
(and He is for everyone of His own blood-bought sons and daughters),
neither hell nor all its forces can harm you. Not one thing can be
against you, "Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through Him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither death,
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present,
nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature,
shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord."
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Snmouf.' Rnll N ottf.' of ,Setmonf',
"WORTHY IS THE LAMB."
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
ON JULY 10TH, 1898.
(Ooncluded from page 250.)
" Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive
power, and riches, and wisd.Qm, and strength, and honour, and
glory, and blessing."-REVELATION v. 12.

THE Lamb that was slain He is worthy, they declare, to receive. This
is a strong point, "worthy to receive." Now let us notice in the
first place that as God, the Lord Jesus Christ from eternity possessed
power, riches, wisdom, strength, honour, glory and praise-or, blessing.
If we turn to the 2nd Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Corintbians,
tbe 8th chapter, 9th verse, we meet with these words: "Ye know the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich "-rich in
the possession of these seven inheritances which are mentioned in our
text-" though He was rich" in the possession of all these-" yet for
your sakes He became poor, that ye through His poverty might be
rich." Now that is a passage I take as a sidelight to fall upon this
passage that lies open before us-" Worthy is the Lamb that was slain
to receive." He had humbled Himself, He had emptied Himself, He
had stripped Himself during those three and thirty years He served
under the law on earth for His people, and now He would purchase
back these things as Mediator unto Himself, nor for Himself only but
for His Church also. And this is the keynote of the anthem, " Worthy
is the Lamb that was slain to receive," that is, to receive back again,
to receive as Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus.
We may be sure that the Manhood of Christ will be one of the preeminent aspects of His Person throughout eternity, and this song will
be sung, as I understand, unendingly. It will be praising and glorifying Him Who voluntarily became poor for His people's sake. It will
be honouring Him in the re-acquisition of all He had given up by the
love He bare them. "Thou art worthy, 0 Lamb of God, to receive
power back again. Thou didst for a little while lay it aside."
They asked Him by what power He wrought His miracles. "If
I with the finger of God cast out demons "-" by whom do your
sons cast them out ~" When they accused the Blessed of working
His miracles in collusion with fallen created spirits, unclean spirits,
He said, "Now that is sin, not against the Son of man, but is
sin against the Holy Ghost. I have been working these miracles in
the power of that anointing of the Holy Ghost which I received in
My Manhood at the Jordan. John baptized Me in and with water,
the Father baptized Me in My Manhood with the Holy Ghostimmeasurably." And therefore there is a. propriety in this language.
"Thou art worthy to receive," to re-acquire, "power." And you
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notice it is put into the very forefront of the song because, if you
remember, it is written of Him by the Holy Spirit that "He was
crucified through weakness "-" crucified through weakness." He
said in the Garden of Gethsemane on the night of His betrayal, Thinkest
thou. not that I could ask My Father and He would forthwith send Me
legions of angels 1 He had only to ask, but He must not ask. He is
under the law, He has laid by His power over angels for the time being,
He has humbled Himself, and will re-acquire His power over principalities and powers in the heavenlies by His precious blood-shedding
and by His life of obedience under the law. "Thou art worthy to
receive power."
In the second place, "riches." That passage, as I have before said,
which we read from the 2nd Epistle to the Corinthians, acts as a
sidelight upon this song-" Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that, though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor."
And now they acclaim His right to possess, to receive, "riches." And
the Father was of that mind, perfectly so, when He received back into
His bosom His beloved Son. "Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates; and
be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come
in. Who is this King of glory 1 The Lord strong and mighty, the
Lord mighty in battle-He is the King of glory." So He was received
back indeed into the Father's bosom whence for a little while He had
departed that He might on earth secure the redemption, the eternal
salvation, of an undone people. For a little moment the Father had
in wrath hidden His face from this Blessed Object of His unchanged
love, now He would demonstratively receive Him back with everlasting
kindness. "Thou art worthy, 0 Lamb of God, to receive back the
riches that Thou forewentest for a little while." Dear friends, there is
something which is very beautiful in the thought that the joy of the
Son of man must have been supreme at that moment when He took
His seat at the Father's right hand. He was born in Bethlehem a
little Babe, and here we have Him now the Son of man enthroned in
the midst of His eternity, the centre Wonder of the Heaven of heavens,
the centre Wonder of the highest Heaven. "Thou art worthy to
receive riches in Thy Manhood." Turn with me for a moment, dear
friends, to the 68th Psalm, the 18th verse, with the marginal reading
" Thou hast ascended on high, Thou hast led captivity captive: Thou
hast received"-" worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive"
-" Thou hast received gifts," the translation text says" for men,"
the margin, which is better, says, "in the Man." "Thou hast ascended
on high, Thou hast led captivity captive; Thou hast received gifts
in the Man "-Himself. And the worship of Heaven is to credit His
title to receive these gifts at the Father's right hand "in the Man."
Do not overlook, dear friends, that most important marginal reading
and obtain an early hour to compare that verse, particularly the expression in the margin, with the teaching of the 15th chapter of 1 Corinthians: "the second Man the Lord from heaven," " the last Adam,"
not of the earth and earthy but the glorious One Himself.
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" Thou art worthy, 0 Lamb of God, once slain, to receive strength."
Here the idea is rather that of force than of dominion. It has pleased
the Father to make strong the Man of His right hand. Look upon
"the Man of Thy right hand, upon the Son of man Whom Thou hast
made strong for Thyself." The Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, Son
of man, is seated at the Father's right hand enforcing His Father's
counsels. Yes, men may lift up at this moment the hand of resistance,
of rebellion, against this enthroned One, yet " He Who sitteth in the
heavens shall laugh; the Lord shall have them in derision." "Kiss
the Son, lest He be angry," and ye perish when His wrath be kindled
but a little. He holds the sceptre of righteousness in His right hand,
and that sceptre of righteousness, whilst it shall bid the redeemed into
everlasting mansions of rest and peace, equally shall be " a rod of
iron" to break in pieces like a potter's vessel the enemies of His
kingdom-CO force." "Thou art worthy to receive strength."
" Thou art also worthy to receive lwnour." Oh, how dishonoured
was the Lord Jesus during those years spent with us down here. Oh,
how few honoured Him at all, and those who honoured Him somewhat
-how imperfectly! It was not until after He had left them that they
came really to know Who He was. It was not until the Day of
Pentecost that Peter really understood or apprehended in any commensurate degree the manner of Redeemer with Whom it was his privilege
for three years daily to have to do. Oh, how few honoured Him!
How many dishonoured Him, heaped reproach upon Him until at last
reproach broke His heart. "Reproach, rebuke, hath broken My
heart," were among His last words. But when He ascends on high,
leading captivity captive, He receives the rights He claims. And He
claims them on high and righteous grounds, and He proves Himself
to be Jesus Christ, the righteous One, and dealing as He did with the
righteous Father He in due course receives His rights, and all Heaven
rejoices that He should receive" honour" worthy of His Person, and
His offices, and His work.
And "glory" _co worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive
glory." How little of glory was ever associated with Jesus on the
earth-how little! There were - those significant occasions, at His
birth, and at His baptism, and on the mount of Transfiguration, and
when wc have spoken of these things we have almost exhausted the
associations of glory with the humbled One. Not that I am overlooking
the moral glory that was proper to Him in all His works here on earth,
but I am speaking of that manifestation of physical glory, if I may
thus express myself, with which we generally associate the word now
before us. "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive back again
the glory which He had with the Father before the world was." This
is what He asked in the 17th of John. "And now, 0 Father," He
said, " I have glorified Thee on the earth, now glorify Thou Me, with
Thine own self, with the glory which I had with Thee before the world
was." And the Father gave Him back that glory when He bade
Him be seated at His right hand, and ~eaven rejoiced, as our text
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teaches us. Heaven was of one mind with the Father that it was
proper to glorify this Son of righteousness, this obedient, humbled
One.
And then lastly, "blessing." This word signifies" uttered speech,"
a telling forth of good things concerning the Lord Jesus Christ, and
that is to be the everlasting occupation of God's redeemed people.
Throughout eternity there will be a perfect unanimity amongst the
redeemed multitudes in testifying to the excellency of the Lord Jesus.
" Thou art worthy to receive blessing at the mouth of Thy people."
Even here on earth it is the privilege of those who have tasted that the
Lord is gracious to testify to His preciousness. "Unto you which
believe He is precious," and the sense of that preciousness enlarges
your hearts towards Him, and toward His people, you cannot be
silent. It was because of the preciousness of the Lord Jesus that
Peter and his fellow apostles counted it all joy to endure hardness,
and suffer any persecution at the hands of the king's enemies. Said
he, Peter, speaking for the rest, "We cannot but speak the things
which we have seen and heard "-we cannot but do it. And so I say
there is a constraint of soul, a blessed constraint, about a personal
knowledge of Jesus. Impossible to know Him as a Redeemer and a
Saviour, a loving, living Friend and everwise Counsellor and not bear
witness to the truth of His Word. And therefore it is that hereafter,
as I have said, God's people shall continuou~ly without any break
worship Him. Day and night, though there be no night there, they
shall never grow weary of telling out the worthiness of the Lamb that
was slain.
Now had time suffered, it had been in my mind to show you what a
blessed link there is between the re-acquisition of these seven great
things, this sevenfold inheritance of the Man Christ Jesus, and the
Bride of the Lamb-that she is a full sharer in all these things, for He
receives them "in the Man," not for the Man altogether, but for
Himself and for His redeemed people. "All things are yours," fellow
believers, " all things are yours" because" ye are Christ's; and Christ
is God's."
THE STAGGERINGS OF UNBELIEF AND THE PERSUASIONS
OF FAITH.
ROMANS iv. 20, 2l.
By

THE LATE

(Commum:cated.)

J. C.

PmLPOT.

(Concluded from page 215.)

BUT children of God can never be satisfied short of appropriation,
for a view of the promise without its personal, experimental fulfilment
would make the kingdom of God to be with them in word only. But
they know from the testimony of God and the verdict of their own
consciences, that" the kingdom of God is not in word but in powcr" ;
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that it is not meat and drink, or anything natural and carnal, but
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. Thus, though
they perfectly know that what God has promised He is able to perform,
the knowledge of that as a bare fact does not satisfy them; nor indeed
will anything fully satisfy them until they come into the personal,
clear, and happy enjoyment of that promise as fulfilled in their own
experience. Still in this they manifest that they are partakers of
true faith, of the very faith of Abraham, that they are fully persuaded
that what God has promised He is able also to perform; and in the
strength of this faith they are looking to Him, waiting upon Him,
and expecting from Him in due time its performance. But I will now
take up the other class of promises of which I have before spoken.
God sometimes very graciously speaks a special and particular promise
to the hearts of His people. In a time of trouble, trial, and deep
necessity He has a word for them, exactly suitable to their ca-se,
which he speaks into their conscience, and gives them power to believe
it shall certainly be fulfilled. But no sooner has He done this than
He tries them, "for the Lord trieth the righteous"; and it is the
"trial of our faith which is much more precious than of gold that
perisheth." He tried Abraham's faith, and He will try ours. But
the trial of the faith is in proportion to its strength. As Abraham's
faith was the strongest.upon record, so was his trial the greatest upon
record. As the apostle speaks: "By faith Abraham, when he was
tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered
up his only begotten son" (Heb. xi. 17). Thus every promise spoken
to the heart will always be tried; and it will be tried by difficulties
arising out of the very circumstances to which the promise is adapted.
Everything will go point blank against the fulfilment of the promise;
and yet such is the nature and character of living faith that it will
hang upon the promise, and look forward to its fulfilment. And why?
As being fully persuaded that what God has promised He is able also
to perform. We cannot see, perhaps, how or when God will do it :
but faith rests simply upon this one firm point, God is able; and as
He is able, so also His veracity is implicated in it. If He fail in this,
He may fail in the other; if He has given a promise, and fulfil it not,
His faithfulness, His veracity are at stake; He is not the God He says
He is-a God Who cannot lie. If He can break one promise, He can
break another, and thus He may break all. So that whatever difficulties be in the way, faith keeps hanging upon this point; He is able,
He is able. Now it may seem at first sight that this is not very great
faith; but it is. Abraham had little enjoyment during those five
and twenty years during which the fulfilment of the promise was
delayed; but his faith was always hanging upon one point: God is
able. Unbelief might say, " Abraham, you are getting older." But
he would answer, "God is able." "Sarah is getting older, too."
" God is able." "There is not the least prospect now of a child. More
than twenty years have rolled away, and you are further and further
from being a father." But still the same answer, "God is able."
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So, with that one simple word in heart and mouth, "God is able,"
Abraham met every difficulty. Now our faith, if genuine, will resemble
his; for there is but" one faith," and we have to walk in the steps
of the faith of our father Abraham. We read of him, " Who against
hope believed in hope, that he might become the father of many nations,
according to that which was spoken, so shall thy seed be" (Rom.
iv. 15). Against hope he believed in hope: and this was the strength
of both h.is faith and his hope, that he was fully persuaded that what
God had promised He was able also to perform. It is this ability of
God to overcome every difficulty, to remove out of the way every
hindrance, to still every rising doubt and fear, and to appear for the
soul in its darkest hour, which stamps upon faith its genuine character.
The greater, therefore, the trials which encompass that faith, the more
insuperable the difficulties which seem to lie in the way, the more this
faith stands forth as being the gift and work of God. When in the
face of every difficulty it can simply say, "Well, God is able to
perform that which He hath promised. He has promised that He
will never leave me nor forsake me: then I believe He will never
leave me nor forsake me. He has promised that He will bring me
through; then I believe He will bring me through. He has promised
that no weapon formed against me shall prosper; then I believe that
no weapon formed against me will prosper. He has promised that
as my day is, so shall my strength be: then I believe that, as my day
is, so my strength shall be. He has promised that when heart and
flesh shall fail, He will be the strength of my heart and my portion
for ever; then I believe that what He has said will be fulfilled; that
when my heart and flesh fail God will be the strength of my heart
and my portion for ever." Thus, faith having once got hold of a
promise of God, and being fully persuaded that that promise is not
only in God's book, but has been spoken by the power of God to the
soul, faith embraces and holds on by that promise, on the simple ground
that God is able to perform that which He has promised. How
simple all this is, and yet how true and Scriptural! But this is the
very beauty of true religion, as well as of true faith, that it is so simple,
when experimentally known, and thus so free from all guile, deceit,
craft, and hypocrisy. But what an encouragement this gives to plead
his promises with God in prayer. "Thou hast promised, Lord."
What a prevailing plea is this! You may be burdened with guilt;
sin may lie as a heavy load upon your conscience. Are you enabled
to confess your sins, to forsake them, to mourn over them: and are
you begging of God to manifest to your conscience the forgiveness
and pardon of them all 1 Then there is a promise for you, which I
have before quoted and enlarged upon, and God is able to fulfil it to
the jt>y of your soul. Plead it, then, with Him on the simple ground
of His ability to perform it. Or you may be sadly tried with temptations, and may find them so strong and powerful that you daily fear
your feet may be entrapped in some snare, and you fall a prey to the
tempter. But God has declared that all things work together for the
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good of those that love Him; that no temptation shall assail you but
what is common to man, and that He "is faithful Who will not suffer
you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation
also make a way to escape that ye may be able to bear it" (1 Cor.
x. 13). Then hold on; God has promised deliverance, and He is able
to fulfil it. Or your backslidings may lie with great weight and guilt
upon your conscience: you may feel them more than ever you felt
even the sins of your youth: for we do feel the pain of backsliding
more than even the vile and open sins which we committed in the
days of unregeneracy; nay, they seem at times so great as to be scarcely
capable of being healed. But God has said, " I will heal their backsliding; r will love them freely." He has given this promise, and He
is able to fulfil it. Now faith has to hold on, to believe He is able,
and to wait upon Him for its fulfilment. Or you may have difficulties
in providence: your path may be very dark as regards your present
prospects. You look round on every side and cannot see whence
deliverance can come, or what friend can be raised up to help you.
There may be few openings in the dark and gathering clouds of providence as in times past. The whole prospect may seem exceedingly
gloomy and you scarcely know how the scene will end, and whether
wreck and ruin may not burst upon you. But God has said, " I will
never leave thee nor forsake thee." "Open thy mouth wide and I
will fill it." "Call upon Me in the day of trouble: r will deliver
thee, and thou shalt glorify Me." "The silver and the gold are Mine
and the cattle upon a thousand hills." Have not you yourself in times
past found that God has appeared in extreme moments of diffieulty,
has raised up friends, and given you unexpected help 1 He will do
it again. Faith's work is to hold up and to hold on, to believe He is
able; and if care but come with a promise or two in our hand and we
keep pleading with the Lord: "Lord, Thou hast promised this;
Lord, Thou hast promised that: Thou art able; if I look at myself,
if I view my sins, guilt falls upon my conscience; if I view the difficulties which surround my path, I am in perplexity and full of confusion;
but Thou art able. When in darkness Thou canst give light; when
dead Thou canst give life; when all things are against me Thou canst
make all things work for me. Thou art able." If we can thus plead,
surely He will appear. Oh, what struggling there is sometimes going
on in the mind when staggering from unbelief. "How can it be 1 It
seems impossible. The difficulties are so great, the trials so severe,
the temptations so powerful, my fears and foes so pressing, how can
I ever come honourably through 1 However can I bless and praise
God for this trial 1 However can my mouth be filled with singing
and my tongue with rejoicing 1 However can I thank, praise, and
bless His holy name for this trial, for that temptation, for that painful
vicissitude, for that severe affliction, for that heavy loss, and, above
all, for that peculiar circumstance which so cut me to the quick 1 "
He is able. Thus faith simply acts upon this ability of God, that what
He has promised He is able also to perform. But now observe how
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faith is kept secure from presumption and falling asleep under a sense
of God's ability. If we were simply to fall back in our easy chair and
say, " Ah, it is all right, it is all right; God.is able to perform; I need
not trouble myself; God will do it all," that would not be faith. Did
such language ever come out of the mouth of Abraham ~ Hear
Abraham pleading with God for the saving of Sodom. Did any such
presumptuous language come out of Abraham's mouth ~ Mark his
reverence of God. See how earnestly he pleaded with Him, and yet
bowed down before Him as dust and ashes. With this faith, therefore,
that believes the power of God and hangs upon it, there is needed that
gracious tenderness, that reverence and godly fear, that sense of the
majesty of God which prevent all trifling with Him, cut the sinews of
arrogance and presumption, and cast the soul at His feet in deep selfabasement. This is one way by which faith is kept in its right place.
But there is another. Afflictions and chastisements are mercifully
sent to keep the soul from resting in a carnal confidence, a dead assurance, a vain presumption, that because God has said He will perform
His promises we may fall asleep in the corner of the carriage, and be
sure the train will come to the end of the journey; that we need not
get out to stoke the fire or drive the engine. I say, faith is not that
easy first-class passenger in a man's breast sleeping securely in the
corner of a well-cushioned carriage. Faith is all alive to difficulties,
dangers, trials; is timid, looking out of the window to see what may
occur; and is continually in a state of exercise as to the result, hanging
upon God as alone able to preserve the soul and body too from a collision
or a crash. God takes care to exercise His people well, that their
faith may not he rickety nor fall asleep, and, so to speak, snore its
life away with all the intoxication of a drunkard. These trials, afflictions, exercises, reverses in providence, smitings of conscience, doubts
and fears, infidel suggestions, and the path of tribulation generally
which God's people have to tread, instrumentally serve to keep alive
the grace of God in their souls. Thus while God by the secret influence
of His Spirit and grace through the power of His truth, keeps us on
the one hand from sinking into despondency and despair, or giving
way wholly to unbelief, so on the other He preserves us from getting
into the chair of the slothful, or turning aside into the by-path of
ease by exercises, trials, and afflictions. We are thus mercifully
preserved from being driven by the storms of life upon the rocks of
carking cares and worldly anxieties on which so many make shipwreck
of body and soul, from being sucked in and engulfed in the maelstrom
of despair, and from being stranded in the dark upon a lee shore through
the sailors going to sleep, and no watch kept on deck upon course, sail,
land, sea, or helm. It is thus that the ship of the soul is held on by
the mighty power of God in that course by which the sea of life is
safely crossed, and the harbour of rest through every storm and calm,
reached at last in the bosom of a glorious and endless eternity.
.~
But Abraham, we read in our text, gave glory to God, which brings
us to our last point; for this is what faith, true faith, always does.
I
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It gives God the glory. Now if there were anything in us to which
we could look, on which we could hang, and which. we were sure would
be a friend to us when we wanted it, or a neighbour to whom we could
have recourse to borrow all that was demanded by our necessities,
and who would lend us a helping hand when we required it, we should
naturally turn away from God to seek that creature help. It i
strange to say, but no less true than strange, that God is the last from
Whom we seek help. Everybody and everything else will be looked
to before we look to Him; for we never really come to Him, to our
shame be it said, except when we are absolutely compelled by sheer
and hard necessity. When, then, the creature has been resorted to,
and proves a broken reed; when natural hope gives up the ghost,
and natural faith is unable to maintain its ground; when presumption,
arrogance, and vain confidence slink out of the camp and get out of
sight, like the children of Ephraim, turning their backs in the day of
battle, then poor, despised little faith begins to lift up its humble
head, raises itself amid the storm which has filled the whole cowardly
crew with terror and confusion, and looks out of the wreck of creature
hopes around. And what does faith, thus left alone, do when there is
not a man left even to haul at a rope ~ It does what Jonah did when
he was in the whale's belly: "Then I said, I am cast out of Thy sight;
yet will I look again toward Thy holy temple" (Jonah ii. 4). Tor
will it look in vain. It will be with us as with him: "When my soul
fainted within me, I remembered the Lord: and my prayer came in
unto thee, into Thine holy temple" (Jonah ii. 7). And what will be
the issue of this prayer and its answer ~ Giving glory to God. Was
it not so with Jonah ~ "But I will sacrifice unto Thee with the voice
of thanksgiving; I will pay that that I have vowed. Salvation is of
the Lord" (Jonah ii. 9). It is when we know that" salvation is of
the Lord" that we give the whole glory to Him. But Jonah had to
learn that salvation was of the Lord in the whale's belly. But how
does faith give glory to God ~ It glorifies Him mainly for two things:
first, that He should have given in His Word promises so suitable
to our state and case, promises to meet us in our extremity; and,
secondly, that He should so amply and blessedly fulfil them. Abraham
gave glory to God by believing the promises made to him of a son
before its fulfilment. Our Lord said to Thomas, "Thomas, because
thou hast seen Me, thou hast believed; blessed are they that have not
seen, and yet have believed" (John xx. 29). Such was the faith of
Abrabam. He believed the promise without seeing it fulfilled. But
it is chiefly when the promise and its fulfilment meet together that we
can give glory to God. Let us apply this to some of the cases I have
already named. Take, for instance, the case of a poor sinner convinced
of sin, with a heavy burden of guilt upon his back, unable to see how
he can be forgiven consistently with the demands of the law and the
justice of God. Now what a relief it is to him to be able to confess his
sins, and to find as he confesses them mercy coming into his soul,
some breaking in of the light of God's countenance, some healing word,
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some comforting testimony, some melting sense of the goodness of
God in Christ Jesus, some sight of atoning blood and justifying righteousness, some persuasion of an interest in redeeming love which he can
lay hold OD, feel the sweetness of, and in some measure appropriate.
It may not bring full deliverance. Many of God's dear children
cannot get much beyond gentle intimations of mercy, passing touches
of His gracious hand, and softenings of heart under a sense of undeserved
goodness and love; yet they feel sensibly relieved by what their
faith thus lays hold of and brings in, and give glory to God. Sometimes
again, as they hear the preached word and get a blessing under it, or
some precious promise comes home to their soul with Divine power,
or they are favoured in secret prayer, and light and life break in upon
their mind, they see such a glory in what is thus made known to them
that they glorify God for what they see and feel. But more especially
when the way of salvation is opened up to them; when Christ is
revealed to their soul by the power of God; when they see that
wondrous plan unfolded, how God can be just, and yet the Justifier
of him that believeth in Jesus: then as they view in the greatness
of the mystery of the person of Christ the blessed solution of the
problem which has so exercised their mind, they freely and fully give
all the glory to God. "Lord," they cry, " who and what am I, that
Thou shouldest have touched my heart by Thy grace, shouldest have
had pity and compassion upon me, shouldest have planted Thy fear
in my breast, led me to pray and seek Thy face, and listened to my
feeble cries, shouldest thus have given me to hope in Thy mercy,
and blessed my soul with a manifestation of Thy dear Son ~ Oh, who
and what am I to be thus favoured, when thousands are left to perish
in their sins ~ Oh, how glorious art Thou! What a good God! how
Thy mercy melts my heart, and Thy goodness softens my soul! To
Thy name be all the honour and praise." Here is giving glory to God.
Thus true faith will never take an atom of praise to itself, but will
ascribe the whole glory to God as both Author and Finisher.

SERMONETTES FOR STAY-AT-HOME SUNDAYS.
THE GREAT SHEPHERD OF THE SHEEP.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
THE figure of a Shepherd and his sheep was a familiar one with the
Hebrews. David says: "The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not
want" (Ps. xxiii. 1). St. Peter, who wrote to believing Jews of the
dispersion, tells them, " Ye were as sheep going astray; but are now
returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls" (1 Peter ii. 25).
The Lord Jesus, as we read in the Gospel history, several times spoke
of Himself as a Shepherd, and His people as His sheep. In John x.
14, 15, He says, "I am the good Shepherd, and know My sheep, and
am known of Mine. As the Father knoweth Me, even so know I the
Father: and I lay down My life for the sheep."

~.
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The Church of England, in the address read by the Bishop to those
about to be ordained as Presbyters, tells them that it is their "office
and charge ... to seek for Christ's sheep that are dispersed abroad,"
and then says further, "They are the sheep of Christ, which He
bought with His death, and for whom He shed His blood."
Christ's sheep are His own property. "My sheep"; "other sheep
I have," are His words (John x. 14, 16). They became His by the
gift of His Father. "My Fathe1' which gave them Me" (verse 29).
For them He became responsible in the Covenant of grace. "I am
come that they might have life, and that they might have it more
abundantly" (verse 10). "Them also I must bring" (verse 16).
That they might possess this life, He laid down His life, that He might
take it again, and bestow upon them eternal life (verses 17, 18, 28).
The prophet Isaiah, speaking in the name of the flock, says: "All
we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone to his own
way; and the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all" (Isa.
liii. 6). Therefore the s~ord of Divine justice fell upon Him, the
great Surety and Substitute of His sheep: "Awake, 0 sword, against
my Shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, saith the Lord of
hosts; smite the Shepherd" (Zech. xiii. 7). And so He " poured out
His soul unto death" (Isa. liii. 12), but was rai ed again according
to the inspired Word (Heb. xiii. 20), " The God of peace, that brought
again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep,
through the blood of the everlasting Covenant." He is now" the
Living One," as He said to John in the Patmos vision, " I am the first
and the last, and the Living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am
alive for evermore" (Rev. i. 17, 18, R.V.). And of His sheep He says,
" I give unto them eternal life ; and they shall never perish" (John
x. 28). This is blessedly true. Their life is " hid with Christ in God.
When Christ, Who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear
with Him in glory" (Col. iii. 3, 4).
How precious are these Scriptures to those who have heard the
voice of the Good Shepherd, ~aying, " Come unto Me, all ye that labour
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest" (Matt. xi. 28).

DENYING CHRIST.
I HAVE often thought of the prayer of a good man who (in the ab ence
of the minister) conducted the morning service in an upper room. He
was confessing to God, and in the ears of his dear friends, how he felt
regarding the cause of his absence from them the week before. He
was frequently absent; bronchitIs kept him at home,-but on the
previous Lord's Day he had been quite well, and had taken a niece (or
had been taken by her) to hear a very popular preacher who had a
fashionable congregation in a district about six miles off. This
preacher had been brought up on the Bible and the Shorter Catechism,
and knew quite well what the Westminster Confession of Faith stood
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for. Now, all his ability and eloquence were used to pull down what
he ought to have been building up. He was lavishly strengthened by
the purse and plaudit of his people, and they thus encouraged each
other to deny all that they ever knew of Christ. To make one more of
their number to sit with this assembly, our friend had absented himself
from the few who were always so glad when he was there; who with
himself waited and prayed and sang and heard and confessed, hoping
for some intimation from the blessed Spirit, of His remembering them
with His saving kindness for some revelation of the love of God and of
their unassailable relationship to Christ, with a deliverance from the
condemnation that so persistently weighed them down. Often, indeed,
the Lord had so met with them (fulfilling His own dear promise), and
then they had not been ashamed of the smallness of their number-nor
of the meanness of the place. How the good man felt all the week may
be conjectured. In any case on the morning of the day in question he
felt that if the whole-hearted preacher had betrayed" the Saviour of
the world "-he himself (worse rather than better) had denied his
own Lord, Whose companionship was dearer to him than life. "False
to Thee like Peter I would fain like Peter weep" (as Toplady said).
It sounded as if he would put his mouth in the dust, if so be there
might be hope and forgiveness. Both have long since gone to their
account, the minister, with other souls beside his own to account for,
and the contrite penitent, to find that the best he had ever hoped for
was more than true; that all his judgment was for ever over. Words
must fail to describe the blessedness of those who are-here and nowchastened of the Lord, and are not left to be condemned with the
wicked. The Lord said, " Whosoever shall confess Me before men, him
shall the Son of man also confess before the angels of God, but he
that denieth Me before men shall be denied before the angels of God."
This might be truthfully and apparently applied to such inglorious
deaths as those of king Sav.l or Ahab. But it says "whosoever,"
though that apply to His Own dear disciple and follower-" Whosoever"
denies Him. I thought of the Bride in Solomon's Song being left to
her own indolence, and not rising to His Voice; how darkness came
upon her, and when she at last rose to open to Him, she found that He
had withdrawn Himself and was gone. Perhaps we know what it is to
feel a barrier between our souls and God, as if we had no Mediator to
plead for us. And what hope is there? At least, I once wondered if
that was what it meant, -to be denied of Christ in the secret of the
soul. An occasion had just passed when it would have been simple
to speak well of Him, but the fear of man gained the field in no time, and
where was the sweet and ready access through faith in His Name?
What mercy is His! He turns and looks. He brought Jonah up from
the bottom of the mountains with the words on his lips, " Salvation is of
the Lord." The fear of man took possession of Cranmer, Archbishop
of Canterbury; but the walls of St. Mary's, Oxford, still reverberate
with his last prayer-" 0 Father of heaven, 0 Son of God, Redeemer
of the world, 0 Holy Ghost, three Persons and one God, have mercy
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upon me most wretched caitiff and miserable sinner. I have offended
both against heaven and earth more than my tongue can express.
Whither then may I go, or whither shall I flee? To heaven I may be
ashamed to lift up mine eyes, and in earth I find no place of refuge or
succour. To Thee, therefore, 0 Lord, do I run: to Thee do I humble
myself, saying, 0 Lord my God, my sins be great, but yet have Dlercy
upon me for Thy great mercy. The great mystery that God became
man was not wrought for little or few offences. Thou didst not give
Thy Son, 0 heavenly Father, unto death for small sins only, but for
all the greatest sins of the world, so that the sinner returns to Thee with
his whole heart as I do here at this present. Wherefore.. have mercy on
me, 0 God, Whose property is always to have mercy; have mercy
upon me, 0 Lord, for Thy great mercy. I crave nothing for mine own
merits, but for Thy Name's sake, that it may be hallowed thereby and
for Thy dear Son Jesus Christ's sake. And now therefore, Our Father
of heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come."
FOLLOWER-ON.

ALONE. TOGETHER.
" HE was there alone." The very words, simple and brief as they
are, strike a thrill of longing to be with Him, our heart's Beloved, in
the stillness alone with Him Who satisfies our soul's yearnings and
with \Vhom we feel even here at rest. "He was there alone." Alone
up in the mountains, just the place and atmosphere and condition
in which we feel we could have poured confidences into His ear, and
asked Him questions and heard His replies. Alone, away from the
bustle and distraction':! of the crowd, away from the sigh of adness
and the sin of the earth, alone in the pure atmosphere of the mountain
top. One almost feels the sweetne s of the air in the very expression,
" He was there alone." For with dear ~arthly friends don't we often.
crave to enjoy their company alone with them? "Shall be glad to
come to you if you will be alone," is an expression we often hear, and
if the friend says, "Do come to me on such a day. I shall be quite
alone," why, it is a stimulus to accede on the spot, and we look
forward to the time when, as children say, " I shall have you all to
myself."
"He was there alone," for He Himself had "constrained His
disciples to get into a ship and to go before Him unto the other
side, while He sent the multitude away." And so they left Him at His
bidding. Then He went up into a mountain apart to pray. He held
converse with His Father. "I am not alone," He said on another
occasion. We read in St. Mark iv. 34, "When they were alone, He
expounded all things to His disciples." 0 the preciousness of those
interviews, the enlightenment as He interpreted "all things."
Ah! dear reader, you and I know the blessedness of His Word when
the Holy Spirit takes us in hand and shows us the inner, deeper truth
of the precious Word of God. We have rejoiced in it, and found in it
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great spoil. He, the Holy Spirit, shall receive of Mine aud shall show
it unto you."
We read that when He was alone, "they that were about Him with
the twelve asked of Him the parable." They, too, felt the great advantage of privacy. But He does not seem to have" expounded all things
to them as to His disciples, the loved disciples who were with Him so
much and who followed Him so closely where He went. But some of
them we read iu the hour of His extremity forsook Him and fled,
"they all forsook Him and fled." Such is poor human constancy.
"The arm of flesh shall fail you." Only He Who walked on the sea to
meet His disciples who were toiling in rowing in a contrary wind,
hastep.ing when they were in trouble to aid them, only He is the unfailing Friend who will be with them in trouble and will delive1". His
sympathy is practical.
I remember vividly to this day the awe I felt when a girl listening
to a sermon in which the only words I could hear distinctly were,
" Alone we came in.to the world, alone we must die, and alone we must
face the judgment-seat of God." The utter loneliness, the utter helplessness, the utter hopelessness, appalled me. But, now, since He,
the Friend of sinners, has taken me apart, and shown me Himself the
sweetness of the Friend Who loveth at all times, Who is " ever near
me-nay, within me," I see I am never alone. He delivered. He
determined beforehand in His Covenant faithfulness all the details of
my life. ," All my times are in His Hand," and" fixed my title-the
place and time all appointed even by Him." He will Himself be with
me in death (if He tarry), He will whisper" with me where I am." And
in judgment, "Who is he that condemneth ~ It is Christ that died,
yea rather, that is risen again. '¥ho is even at the right hand of God.
Who also maketh intercession for us. Who shall separate us from
the love of Christ ~" There is a "Daysman between us," and His
pleading and finished work are effectual. He died that we might live.
lIe rose again for our justification-and so
"",V hen I stand before the Throne,
Dressed in beauty not my own,
Then, Lord, shall I fully know,
Not till then how much I owe"

And we feel that each one of us has "a passion and a dream,
-each some companionship for ever sweet," as David and Jonathan
loved and sacrificed and mourned. We say when one is taken, " I am
-distressed . . . thy love to me was wonderful." We read that, "he
loved him as his own soul." And he defended him at his life's risk.
'The very names, "David and Jonathan," are the symbols of ardent
loving friendship. De;tr reader, are we lonely ~ Have we no David,
no Jonathan ~
"What have I? An endless heaven of love,
, A rapture, and a glory, and a calm;
A life that is an everlasting Psalm,
All, 0 Beloved, in Thee.

354

The Gospd Magazine

And amid the constant rest in Him and the constant leaning on His
strength, li tening to His voice, looking up to and walking with Him,
we in a
" Alone with Thee, to dwell, 0 my Beloved,
Is heaven on earth begun."
For He satisfies as no one else can; and love delights in the happy
word" together." It is a sweet word, coupling love on earth, to
think of being together, but when we think of the eternal together it is
overwhelmingly sweet. We shall know the fulness of it with Him.
We can well endorse the word, satisfied with Him, satisfied with His
Person, satisfied when we awake with His likeness, satisfied drinking
deeply of His love and favour, but, oh! dear reader, it is beyond our
understanding to read, '~He shall see of the travail of His soul and
shall be satisfied." His redeemed ones will be the fruit of the travail
of His soul. The Father is satisfied, for He sees them in His beloved
Son, and is well pleased; the Son is satisfied, for He has purchased
them with His Own Blood, and they are most precious to Him; the
Holy Spirit is satisfied, as He seals the purchased property. The
Trinity joined in love and power and joy, chose and bought and sealed
the precious "beloved of the Lord," the Blood-bought redeemed.
" How precious also are Thy thoughts unto me, 0 God."
Chosen, called, justified, cleansed, glorified. What a happy lot is
thine, dear Christ-loved reader. View thy possession in Him and
by grace-opened eyes view thy treasures in Him and with Him. "Walk
about Zion and go round about her; tell the towers thereof. Mark ye
well her bulwarks, consider her palaces, that ye may tell it to the
generations following. For this God is our God for ever and ever."
Don't look around at this sinful, falsely glittering, sad earth, except
with prayer and longing for the poor deluded self-satisfied and earthsatisfied world, that finds its joy out of Christ-poor, empty, shortlived, aching joy.
"Yon cottager at her own door,
Pillow and bobbins, all her little store,
... Just knows, and knows no more, her Bible true,
. . . And in that chart!lr reads with sparkling eyes,
Her title to a treasure in the skies."
The darker this earth grows (and it is very dark now) the brighter
the Home above with Him. Oh, that this poor, sinful, pleasureloving world, this poor, disappointing, self-seeking world, this poor,
suffering, longing world knew Him, knew His exceeding love, His full
salvation, His free forgiveness, His real joy.
We know Him. He has shown to us "the secret places of the
stairs," We have heard His Voice and rejoice. "The heart of Christ,
beyond man's thoughts and dreamings told in His Voice."
" I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot hear them
now." How He considers our frame and remembers. Christ is the
Heart of Heaven, all its joy and sweetness. With Ohrist Himself.
NETTlE.
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WAITING FOR THE KING.
OUR gracious King, George V, returned to London after his long
and serious illness on Monday morning, July 1st. A correspondent
of the Daily Telegraph waited in Hyde Park for the King to pass.
He writes:" As time passed the crowd began imperceptibly to become thicker
and thicker. Members of all classes of society and of all creeds converged on Rotten Row from all points of the compass.
" Suddenly all the decorated upper windows of the houses facing
the Park seemed to shimmer in the breeze, just as the leaves had been
shimmering before, and became a moving mass of fluttering white
handkerchiefs. 'He's coming, he's coming,' shouted the Americans.
"Horses' hoofs became audible in the distance, under the trees
beyond the Knightsbridge Barracks. Then burst into full view the
cavalcade of the escort of Life Guards, their white plumes dancing in
the wind, their black glossy chargers now walking, now breaking into
the slowest of trots.
" , He's not in a closed car t ' yelled one of the Americans. 'He's
in an open carriage.'
"On the instant the whole atmosphere was changed. No one
bothered to look at outriders, postillions, escort, or anything but the
King's face. They gave one glance to reassure themselves that all
was really well, and broke into the wildest cheering."
The coming of King George to London was an event waited for
with keenest expectation by crowds of his subjects, and when he
appeared, their one desire was to see the King's face.
The Lord's people are also waiting for the King. They wait for the
coming of Him Who is King of kings and Lord of lords. They are
" waiting for the coming of our Lord .Jesus Christ."
The date and hour of that great and wondrous event are unknown,
but the certainty of it is clearly revealed. "The Lord Himself shall
descend from heaven with a shout." . He will be escorted by all the
holy angels, "ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of
thousands" (Rev. v. ll). Then His people, risen and changed will
be caught up together to meet Him in the air, and we imagine that
their attention will not be taken up with the great angelic escort.
Their eyes will be fixed on the King's face. Their eyes shall see the
King in His beauty. "They shall see His face" (Rev. xxii. 4). The
London crowds had to be satisfied with a momentary view of King
George's face. They could not enter with him into the palace. The
redeemed, however, " shall enter into the King's palace." They shall
" ever be with the Lord." He will receive them unto Himself that
where He is, there they may be also. "He's coming, He's coming."
That is the great hope of the Church. Its members should be " like
unto men that wait for their lord."
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GRACE.
By

MR.

J. E.

FLEGG, SECRETARY OF THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEXD
SOCIETY.

IN the 8th verse of the second chapter of the Epistle to the Ephesian
will be found what may be termed three big Bible words. "Saved."
How·full of meaning is that word! Happy the man who can say, by
Grace I am saved. A gentleman was once on a vessel which was
wrecked, but he himself was amongst those who were rescued. Knowing the anxiety which the news of the loss of the vessel would occasion
in his home, as soon as he landed he wired the one word" saved."
How precious was that wire to his wife!
Another important word is" Faith "-through faith-God's precious
gift-the active principle of the new life. And the third word is
" Grace," which occurs very frequently in the New Testament. Grace
lies at the root of all the Lord's dealings with sinful men, and to let
the mind dwell upon that theme for a brief space may be profitable.
Among the Greeks, grace stood for all that is most winning in personal
loveliness. It also expressed that warm free-handed generosity which
is kind when there is no merit or claim. It has been called into service
in Christianity to express the free, undeserved kindness of God which
is shown to men alienated from Him and in rebellion against Him.
Grace has been said to be love which passes beyond all claim to love.
When one professes to believe that salvation is by grace, he admits
that there was no obligation resting upon the Lord to save a single
sinner; that He would have been righteous, and none could have
justly found fault, had He passed over all and permitted them to
continue in sin, and then endure the just consequences of their wrongdoing. If God" ought" to save, then it is a duty devolving upon
Him, but grace and duty are terms which conflict, for grace is not
exhibited when one does what it is one's duty to do. Grace is the
doing of something that cannot be claimed to be done. When a man
owns that He is saved by grace he admits
"That if my soul were sent to hell,
Thy righteous.. law approves it well";

while, blessed be God, because salvation is by grace, he sings :"Grace, 'tis a charming sound,
Harmonious to the ear;
Heaven with the echo shall resound,
And all the earth shall bear."

Let us look at five things wherein Grace finds its manifest.ation.
It is seen in the
GRIEF

which is felt when one is convicted of sin.
"Grace taught my soul to pray,
And made my eyes o'erfi.Qw."
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For some time we lived careless of the consequences of sin. There
were, perhaps, occasional accusings of conscience which caused uneasiness for a while, but they passed off. There came, however, onc
llever-to-be-forgotten season when the uneasiness did not pass away.
Sin has a hardening influence and the downward course becom'~s
accelerated. Why were we not left to the hardening process? We
were convicted of our sin and in the sorrow which accompanied this
we sought a secret place to pray. Who made you feel that burden
which bowed your soul? It was the Holy Ghost. Secret and
mysterious in His operations as the wind which "bloweth where it
listeth, and whence it comet'h and whitner it goeth we cannot tell.
The effects are apparent, and the new life expresses itself in prayer.
Your conviction was not of your seeking, and the grief which the
perception of the truth occasioned was a manifestation of grace. So
we begin to spell the word.
Then it is seen in the
RIGHTEOUSNESS

which is provided. In the knowledge of our sinnership is discovered
the fact that all our righteollsnesses are as filthy rags; and the question
is asked, How can man be just with God? We stand naked before
Him in the recognition of the truth that our inquiries call for condign
punishment. Who shall stand in His holy place? He that hath
clean hands and a pure heart. But my hands are defiled, and my
heart is impure. I am unrighteous. True! but the righteousne~s of
God is revealed in the Gospel of His grace. Alter the Apostle Paul,
in the opening chapters of the Epistle to the Romans, had proved the
unrighteousness of all, and established the fact that by the deeds of
the law no flesh could be justified in God's sight, he proceeded to declare
the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all
and upon all them that believe, and in this is manifested His wondrous
grace by which we are freely. justified. This truth apprehended by
faith enables the soul joyously to sing :"Jesus, Thy blood and righteollsllesA
My beauty are, my 1J1orious dress."

When we reach the centre of this beautiful word we are led to think
of that wherein the glory of His grace shines forth most resplendently,
viz., our
ACCEPTANCE.

The apostle, in writing to the Ephesians, and referring to the believer's
blessings in Christ, says, "To the praise of the glory of His grace
wherein He hath made us accepted in the Beloved." Here the record
calls us back to a past eternity, and tells us of our being made accepted
in the Beloved. It is a blessed experience to realize that, being clothcd
upon with the righteousness of Christ, we are acceptable, and to rejoice
that we are justified freely by His grace. But being accepted takes
our thoughts higher and leads us more fully into the riches of His
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grace. It speaks of our eternal union with Christ, and our being
well pleasing to God by virtue of that union.
," Christ be my first elect, He said,
Then chose our souls in Christ our HE'ad."

" Thou hast loved them," said our Lord, "as Thou hast loved Me,"
and again, " Thou hast loved Me before the foundation of the world."
To such there is no condemnation and no separation.
Then think of grace in relation to
CONFESSION.

Grace manifested makes a confession possible. None save those who
have tasted that the Lord is gracious can speak of being called by His
grace; but they, recognizing the difference which has been made,
acknowledge that "By the grace of God they are what they are."
It is by the influence of His grace that one is constrained to say, "Come,
all ye that fear God, and I will tell you what He has done for my soul."
Further the children of God are living epistles, and all that can be
read in them that is beautiful and God-glorifying is the product of
His grace. That the believer holds on his way is due to his receiving
fresh supplies of grace, and his life is a testimony to the power of
grace. He gmtefully owns that" By the grace of God I am what I
am," and sings :.. Grace led my roving feet
To tread the heavenly road;
And new supplies each hour I meet,
While pressing on to God."

The final letter of the word suggests that grace is exhibited in the
EQUALITY

which exists between Christ and His 'people. He came where they
were that they might be where He is. He became like unto them,
that they might be made like unto Him. The end of God's predestinating decree is that they shall be conformed to the image of His Son.
He became poor that they might be rich. "For ye know the grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich, yet for your sakes
He became poor, that ye, through His poverty, might be rich." He
was made like unto His brethren. "Being found in fashion as a man,
He humbled Himself and became obedient unto death, even the death
of the cross." He suffered in their stead, and purged their sins by
His own blood.
He who thus condescended was He who was appointed the heir of
all things, the eternal Son of God. And to what dignity are believers
raised in Christ! "Behold, what manner of love the Father hath
bestowed on us that we should be called the sons of God." The
Spirit Himself beareth witness with our spirits that we are the sons
of God, and if children then heirs, heirs of God, and joint-heirs with
Christ. And further, because this is so, " All things are yours; and
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ye are Christ's; and Christ is God's." Thus from the lowest depths
we are raised to the highest heights to the praise of the glory of His
grace.
"Grace all the work shall crown
Through everlasting days.
It lays in heaven the topmost stone,
And well deserves the praise."

"WE HAVE FOUND HIM."-JOHN i. 45.
IT is difficult to explain why such should be the case, but, nevertheless,
it is a fact that most persons experience a very special delight on discovering something new, or something fresh, even as there is a peculiar
joy in the -recovery of something that has been lost. This fact was
enlarged upon by the Lord Jesus when He spoke of the farmer's delight
on finding his lost sheep, and the woman's joy upon recovering her
lost coin, but the Lord's greatest illustration was exhibited in the case
of the father's gladness at the return of his long-lost son. (Luke xv.
3-7,8-10,11-32.)
The Lord in these parables recognizes a distinct characteristic in
human nature, but His purpose in setting forth the three parables had
a very much more important end in view. He showed what value is
attached in heaven to the salvation of even one soul.
If the recovery of a lost sheep, a lost coin, or a lost child is ground for
so much rejoicing, what joy and gladness there should be when a
" sinner turneth from the error of his way" and is thus delivered from
eternal death! (see James v. 20).
If a sinner does truly turn from the error of his way it implies that
he has turned to the "ight way, that is to the Lord Jesus, Who is the
truly living Way (see John xiv. 6). Turning from one false system to
another equally false system of religion is not" turning from the error
of his way." There can be no turning from error unless there be a
real turning to, and embracing, Truth. When true teaching reaches
the ear of any sinner it says to him (or her), " This is THE WAY, walk ye
in it," when otherwise there would b~ a turning to the right hand, or
to the left (see Isa. xxx. 21). In order not to turn to either the right
hand or the left hand, this further instruction is given, " let thine eyes
look right on, and let thine eyelids look straight before thee" (Prov.
iv. 25), and then there springs up this (or a similar) prayer, "Lead me,
o Lord, in Thy righteousness because of mine enemies; make Thy Way
straight before my face" (Ps. v. 8), and this prayer will be granted, for
the instruction has gone forth, "Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make
straight in the desert a highway for our God" (Isa. xl. 3).
The Jews say that roads leading to the Cities of Refuge (Num.
xxxv. 11-25) were kept as level as possible in order that the man
escaping for his life might not stumble and be overtaken by the
"revenger of blood." This seems to be hinted at by the prophet
Isaiah where he was inspired to write, " Cast ye up, cast ye up, prepare
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the way, take up the stumbling-block out of the way of my people"
(Isa. Ivii. 14), " gather out the stones, lift up a standard for the people"
(i.e., put up finger-posts to point out the way!) (Isa.lxii. 10).
God has provided means whereby the" lost sheep" may be found,
whereby the soul, which is of more value than millions and millions
of coins, may' be recovered, whereby the wandering child may be brought
home. This" WAY" God commands to be kept open, God directs.
that all stumbling-blocks are to be removed, and He sends forth His true
servants as "finger-posts" to point out the Way, or in other words to
declare that'" there is no name, but the Lord Jesus, under heaven given
among men, whereby we must be saved" (Acts iv. 12). This is He
.Who said, "the Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was
LOST" (Luke xix. 10); therefore, to all who feel themselves lost, by
reason of their sinfulness, He says, " Come unto Me, all ye that labour
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest" (Matt. xi. 28).
John the Baptist had been sent by God to prepare the way of the
Lord (John i. 23 with Isa. xl. 3). He came to preach to the people
their need of'i'epentance and to point them to the Only Saviour, Who
was about to appear in their midst. When John the Baptist, with holy
enthusiasm, cried out: "Behold the Lamb of God, Who taketh away
the sin of the world" (John i. 29), it was as if one cried to the poor
man fleeing for his life from the revenger of blood-" Look! there is
the City of Refuge, this is the way to it, push forward and you will be
safe."
The Lord Jesus "found" Philip and gathered him into the true
" City of Refuge," and then Philip wanted his" lost" friends to be
there, too, so he searched for Nathanael and in great joy declared to
him, " We have found Him, of Whom Moses in the law, and the prophets,
did write" (John i. 45). What a note of joy and triumph seems to ring
in Philip's words " We have found Him." Philip and his friends did
believe God's Word, they did believe the promised :Messiah would come,
they had been acting on God's direction laid down in the book of
Jeremiah xxix. 13-they had been seeking the Saviour. Just as it is
written, "We love Him, because He first loved us" (1 John iv. 19), so
is it true that the seeking sinner finds the Lord Jesus because the
Lord Jesus came to seek and to save him (Luke xix. 10). Here, then, is
the certainty that those who do seek with all their heart shall find
(Matt. vii. 7, 8).
" We have found Him!" What a sweetness there is in these words!
Their depth cannot be fathomed. They include so much. "Found
Him." Yes! because of this prayer, which may be summarized as
follows: "Father, give unto them eternal life ; and this is life eternal,
to know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, Whom Thou has
sent" (see John xvii. 1-3). "Found Him" Who said, " I am the Good
Shepherd, I lay down My life for the sheep" (John x. 14, 15), " I will
never leave them nor forsake them" (Acts xiii. 5), "All that the
Father giveth Me shall come to Me, and him that cometh to Me I will
in no wise cast out" (John vi. 37).
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To " find Him" is topass from darkness to Light (see 1 Peter ii. 9),
it is to pass from death to Life (John v. 24), it is to pass from a state of
condemnation to a state of justification (see Rom. viii. 1 ; iv. 25).
The Apostle Paul was" found" by the Lord Jesus when he was a
" lost sheep" straying on the desert of a murderous errand. That once
" lost sheep," but now recovered child, could write: I desire to " be
found in Him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law,
but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is
of God by faith" (Phil. iii. 9); "the life which I now live in the flesh I
live by the faith of the Son of God, Who loved me, and gave Himself
for me " (Gal. ii. 20).
It was the Good Samaritan who found the poor robbed and wounded
man lying on the road outside Jericho (Luke x. 30-35), and yet that
poor man could honestly say, upon his recovery, " What a kind, loving,
gracious Friend I have found." He found the Friend, because the
Friend first found him. "Seek and ye shall find " (Matt. vii. 7). Yes,
you shall find the same Saviour that Philip did, and then learn that
salvation is all of grace (Eph. ii. 8).
P. 1. B.
"UNTHANKFUL."-II TIMOTHY iii. 20.
(From the Rev. J. Ormiston's "Satan of ScriptU1·e.")
CLOSELY connected with the spirit of disobedience is this cther
mark of the age. Alas! how rarely are even the temporal blessings
of God acknowledged in modern society, and the bounties which
load the tables of the rich and of the working classes, too, how
godlessly are they enjoyed! Take an instance. If, indeed, grace be
" said" at all " before meat," what a miserable mockery it usually is !
-that mumbled, hurried, heartless formula which, barely out of the
lips, is followed by some worldly remark, as though it were necessary
to do away at once with all idea of any real gratitude to God, or of
owing Him aught. Were one bold enough at any of the banquetings of
these ungrateful days to stand up and give God thanks after the
apostolic manner, it requires no great effort of the imagination to
picture the sense of annoyance which would show itself throughout the
company, and the verdict of " bore" that would follow. What, too,
of modern" family prayers "~ These things are true indications that
the increase of national wealth, so far from increasing thankfulness,
is producing that hard, ungrateful spirit which was to mark the last
days.
LORD'S DAY HOUsE.-The Lord's Day Observance Society has
removed to 22, Red Lion Square, London, W.C.I. These new Headquarters-which are to be known as Lord's Day House-will, it is
believed, help to make possible the further expansion of the Society's
widespread witness for the Lord's Day. The premises are freehold,
consisting of sixteen rooms, and have been purchased for £10,750.
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"HE AROSE AND WENT."
THESE words are used of one of the Lord's obedient servants. The
beautiful story with which they are connected, my young readers will
find recorded in Acts viii. 26-40. As you read, you will see that
two persons-very different from each other-are brought to your
notice. They are Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch, in both of whom
you will be deeply interested.
_
Philip wa~ one of the seven deacons mentioned in the sixth chapter,
all of whom were chosen by the people at the advice of the apostles,
who said that the men chosen must be " of honest report, full of the
Holy Ghost, and wisdom." You know that Stephen, the first martyr,
was one of them, and Philip was another. There was a great persecution against those who belonged to the Lord Jesus Christ, after Stephen
was stoned to death, and the disciples were scattered, but" they went
everywhere preaching the Word. Then Philip went to Samaria, and
preached Christ to the people, and the Lord so blessed His ministry
to their souls, and gave him such power to work miracles, that we
read, " there was great joy in that city."
Philip was, however, called away from this work by an angel of the
Lord, who said to him, " Ari e, and go toward the south unto the
way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert."
Now come the striking words, " He aTose and went." It is of great
importance that a.ll the Lord's children should be obedient to their
heavenly Father's commands, so often given to us in His Word. Cau
we say with the psalmist, "I will delight myself in Thy commandments "~ The Lord may call one of His servants to go out as a
missionary to the heathen, and the words become true of him, "He
arose and went," though the cost may be great indeed. Philip did
not hesitate, though of course he did not know why he had to take
that road, but he went, trusting in God.
Then he soon found that the I.ord had gone before.
A cha,riot eame in sight, and" the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near,
and join thyself to this chariot," and so ready was he to do the Lord's
will that he " Tan thither to him." An important person was seated
in the chariot reading, probably aloud, from the Scriptures. He had
been to Jerusalem to worship, and was returning to Ethiopia, where
he was of great authority under Candace, queen of the Ethiopians.
The portion being read was Isaiah liii. 7, 8, and Philip enquired if he
understood what he was reading, and was soon invited to sit with the
eunuch in his chariot. In answer to his question as to whom the
prophet referred in the passage, Philip explained, and preached unto
him Jesus. He would show from the Scriptures how they applied
to the promised Messiah, Who had suffered as the sinner's substitute,
and made complete atonement for the sins of all who should ever
bl'lieve upon Him.
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So fully did the Lord open the eunuch's heart to receive the message
of eternal life that PhiIip baptized him at once at his request, and
" he went on his way rejoicing," although the Spirit of the Lord caught
away PhiIip, that the eunuch saw him no more. We do not know how
much blessing followed Philip's ready obedience to his Lord's command.
" Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it."
E. A. H.

<rronef'ponlJence.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-A missionary writes: "Thank you very much indeed
for the two splendid parcels of Gospel literature. I am delighted with
them. It is such a great help to us, and we do praise God for telling you
to send. It is all so good and helpful, and the nice cards have proved
a great blessing to many in the past, and am sure these will. We wiII
pray for blessing. What a wonderful thing prayer is, and God loves
us to tell Him everything. I see in the parcels are some books by a
Church clergyman. How glad it makes us to know there are some
true to their Lord and Master and His Word. So much error is taught
and preached; the indifference too is heart-breaking. ' Surely I come
quickly' sounds on every hand. May the Lord help us by His grace
and strength to go forward to proclaim the glorious Gospel 'till He
come.' We do a great work in visitation. Pl.ease pray that strength
may be given to carry on. I do trust you and Mrs. Brider are keeping
well. Thank you so much for parcels and for your cheering letter."
We need increased help in the book-mission.
Yours sincerely,
21, Fi'rfield St1'eet,
R. E. BRIDER.
Totterdown, Bristol, July, 1929.

THE " GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund:-

£ s. d.
Mr. J. Haarsma
Mrs. H. Knight
Miss A. G. Prince
"A Sparrow Alone"
Mrs. S. Ellis ..
"A Friend (per Rev.
T. Houghton)
Mr. D. Leckie
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ON THE NAMES" EVA GELICAL" AND "PROTEr'TA T."
PROTEST AT SPIRES, 1529.
(Fmm an excellent pamphlet by the late Rev. ChaTles Hole, B.A.,
LectuTer in Ecclesiastical History at King's College, London.)
(Concluded ft'om p. 320.)
WHAT, then, was the Protest at Spires, felt by its authors so extremely
grave in its circumstances and its possibilities, proving likewise so
memorable in the name it gave birth to ~ It was this: the reforming
princes and cities of Germany protested and declared, for themselves
and people, in the Imperial Diet at Spires, a right and a resolution to
maintain, at all hazards, a religion agreeable to Holy Scripture in the
face of a public decree designed to suppress it by force. They said
in effect, We protest and determine that we will hold fast the faithful
word that we have been taught, and adhere to the Scriptural worship
we have received. This statement, succinctly expressing the fuller
history of the two diets of Spires, is entirely supported by the texts
we have quoted, " We protest," " W'e therefore appeal." How right,
how noble a line to have taken! What would be thought of men who
could have shrunk from it ~ Here is a national decree framing, which
they, a body of honoured and tmsted members of the Diet, are asked
to assent to. The decree tolerates their religion, yet characterizes
it as unfit for toleration. The religion ought to be put down, says the
decree, if only this could be done without causing tumults; suppression being impossible, the hated thing is allowed to drag Oil a di credited
existence where it is already established, but there must be no converts, no accession to its ranks. How could honourable men obey an
ordinance condemning their own cherished convictions of what concerned salvation as false, improper to be taught, unfit to live a moment
after the secular arm should become strong enough to strike it down ~
To submit to the inevitable and the stronger, as it is sometimes proper
to do, was not here enough. They protested against it and appealed
from it in terms which implied that they denied it a validity in God's
sight and refused to be bound by it. As Dr. Wace puts it, the Princes
and States" came forward with a solemn, positive protestation, before
God, and the Empire, and the Estates of Germany, that they had
acted in obedience to what they believed to be the teaching of the
Word of God, which was their supreme authority, and in accordance
with their conscience, and that they could not admit the right of a
majority of the Diet to coerce or control them in such 2, matter." It
was that which constituted the extreme gravity of their act and of
the whole situation, putting their cause at once to the peril of the sword.
The Protest of Spires, it should be remembered, was not dIrectly aimed
at the condemnation of doctrines. To suppose it was, shows a misapprehension of the occasion which called it forth. A denial of particu-
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lar tenets was, of course, in the background, and the whole controversy
turned upon it; but the place for any pointed expression of doctrine
was not in this protest. The special business of the protestors, at
this particular juncture, was to assert their own Christian rights; it
was to repudiate a decree which threatened their religious liberty, not
to frame objections to a doctrinal system, however objectionable this
might be and was. That they clearly perceived themselves, and
wished not to be misinterpreted while letting it be seen how sensible
they were of the doctrinal differences. In the most kindly spirit they
said, " We form no judgment on that which concerns you, most dear
lords, and we are content to pray God daily that He will bring us all
to unity and faith in truth, charity, and holiness, through Jesus Christ
Qur throne-of grace, our only Mediator."
In this Protest is a clause we shall do well to think of. "We neither
consent nor adhere to the proposed decree in anything that is contrary
to God, to His holy Word," etc. Another, in the Appeal, runs thus:
"'Ve appeal for ourselves and for all who receive, or shall hereafter
receive, the Word of God." The" Word of God" could not have
been far from a body of men headed by the Elector John of Saxony,
.who had publicly ordered the ministers of the Churches in his territory
to preach it, and who had inscribed upon the monument of his predecessor Frederick the Wise at Wittemberg, the letters V.D.M.I.JE.
before they were displayed by him and the populace, in the face of
the Diet and the world, at Spires, in 1526. So distinctly inserting the
solemn words, and twice over the Protestors acknowledge as belonging
to their fellowship then, and prospectively in all time, such as with
them should receive the Word of God as their rule of faith and practice.
This language, coupled with much besides that harmonizes with it
in the context, and throughout this precious document, demonstrates
that the Princes and the Cities of this Protest sought no other fellowship
whatever than with men of God and men of faith, certainly desired
none with such as reject both God and His Word along with the Pope
.and the Decretals. Their successors in the Protest regard themselves
as committed to the same principle, which might be remembered by
some who are so thoughtless or ullfair as to associate the Protestant
name, for its reproach and disgrace, with misbelievers and unbelievers
{Jf every type.
Lastly, let those words of the Appeal be noted which cry shame on
" all past, present, and future vexatious measures," persecutions at
the hands of the Papacy and of Papal powers, such as have been the
blessed inheritance of Protestants, for fidelity to God's Word, in and
{Jut of Germany-how many times in the course of Church history!
While we glory in the name and the example these honoured
Oermans have left us, and seek to understand the points of their
contention, we ought to comprehend something more than merely a
-cold wntroversial position. Their hearts are to be read, read through
.and through, in those protesting, those appealing lines, and we, whose
-own Reformation is so greatly indebted to them, ought to meet them
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there with equal heart, and in solemn sympathy. The day they signed
and sealed those parchments, at Spires, prepared to seal with blood,
too, if necessary, they had been for some ten or twelve years, from
week to week, listening to or reading sermons or tracts pouring out
to them the wealth, the unsuspected wealth of God's Word, which
they could now verify for themselves in their own grand German from
the printed volume. Mirrored in the looks of their compatriot ,
subjects, .or fellow-townsmen, they saw all their own experience.
Men and women by the thousand, fathers and mothers, had eagerly
welcomed the new enlightenment, and could no longer be induced
to pay the slightest regard to the old indulgence-fables, and the privatemass system, and as to their children being brought up in the old way,
it was not now to be thought of. They looked to their like-minded
princes and their deputies at Spires to head them boldly in truth and
deed, not to betray them to a reactionary medirevalism, but to guarantee
them a continuance of homes and cities and churches and schools
wherein their children might be trained in a faith that would make
them strong Christian Germans. For their own sakes therefore, for
their humbler brethren, for their sturdy-minded burghers, their fellownobles whose souls had also been awakened, for the growing generation,
the men of Spires could not but make that Protest on April 19th,
and sign that Appeal on April 25th, using language that revealed
hearts stirred from the very depths. In vain have these men been
represented by the detractors of their cause as dealing in barren
negatives. About as much negativists were they as the early Christians
who refused incense at the altars of the gods. If ever men offered a
positive front in contending for what they held to be the truth of God,
it was the early martyrs and the protesting party at Spires.
RISE OF THE PROTESTANT NAME IN GERMANY.

We come now to watch the Protest fixing its name on a body of
men in Germany, and subsequently on multitudes beyond it who
probably heard little or nothing of the Diet of Spires and its proceedings.
The incident of the Protest issuing from the side room on April 19th,
1529, and getting read to a thin _house minus its President, must have
worn a somewhat insignificant appearance, which a scorner might even
have turned to ridicule; but its authors were not going to let their
precious though hasty paper be smothered among the details of an
expiring assembly, and their resolution was probably stimulated by
the slight of the President and Commissioners turning their backs
upon them. The resuscitation and growth of the Protest next day in
the face of Ferdinand showed it was alive; but even that would not
have commanded the world's ear. It was the completer action of
April 25th, speedily followed by publication, which, winging the words
beyond Spires, and challenging Germany's attention everywhere,
created a history for it.
Another circumstance would contribute to the currency gained by
the name Protestant at the outset. The designation "Evangelici"
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could not have been a welcome one to papalists for a party so detested
by them; while on the other hand the title" Lutherans " had become
too narrow, as some of the protestors at Spires were not Lutherans,
and were disowned by Luther, being in fact Zwinglians, as for instance
Strassburg, whose deputy signed the Protest at the head of the cities.
" Protestantes" covered both varieties of the Reformers, and the
circumliltance must have had its controversial convenience.
The name Protestant, felt to be one of substantial and permanent
significance for a stubborn party in the state, far beyond what a
passing diet formality could have gained, continued, as from the
beginning, a suitable one for denoting reformers moving together as
a body in public life, especially as led by the princes combining for
civil rights or arming for defence. Regarded as theologians formulating
their doctrines, debating them, contending for the Word of God, the
Reformers seem to have been as yet sufficiently described by the old
familiar and well-understood name" Evangelici." There was room
therefore for both words, "Protestant" and" Evangelical," and these
were used concurrently to denote the non-papal party.
Hardly, however, had the new term commenced its history when
the right of the reformers to their older title Evangelici was disputed,
by no less eminent a man, too, than Erasmus, who, never a hearty
friend of the Reformation, was now become its very hostile critic.
In the latter end of 1529 appeared his pamphlet-Against those who
vaunt for themselves the title Evangelical, seeming to imply that the
reformers, in desiring to be known as Evangelici, plumed themselves
on being model examples of the spirit as well as the teaching of the
Gospel. It might be safely said that if the Evangelici were not such
models, the Pontificii with whom they were contending were, on any
just comparison, still less so. But a fairer meaning of the designation
would have been that the Evangelici regarded the Evangelium, thc
Gospel, which they were bidden teach as they learnt it in the New
Testament, the only foundation rock of all right doctrine, at a time
when those around them were avowedly building upon the fathers
and schoolmen, tradition and decretals. That was the best grolmd,
probably the only safe ground, the~ and now and always, on which
to justify a use of the title.
=======
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By the kindness of Mrs. Peak, a garden meeting was held at Appledore,
Lumley Road, Horley, on the 12th of June. A good number of friends
were present. Mr. WaIter presided, and addresses with reference to
the work were given by Mr. Mockford and the Secretary. In the
evening a well-attended service was conducted by Mr. Mockford, in
Victoria Road Baptist Chapel.
The Committee gratefully acknowledge the kindness of Churches in
forwarding collections after services.
The Anniversary service at the Hornsey Rise Home was held on
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July 5 h, when the Rev. Thomas Houghton preached, the text being
Psa. cxlvii. 11, and the three characteristics of the Lord's people were
emphasized. The service was much appreciated by the good congre!!3tion present.
The present number of pensioners is 1048, and these are most gra eful
for the help given. The Committee look to the Lord's people to help
them financially in carrying on the work.
A meeting on behalf of the Society will be held at the Tabernacle,
Hastings, on the 29th of August.
The Quarterly Record for July contains portraits of Rev. Joseph
Jervis and Mr. J. B. Colbran besides items of interest in connection
with the Society.

lRellirUH:i anti ill!ltirc5 of 15oott5.
We have receivedTHE PRIESTHOOD OF THE LAITY. By the late Bishop J. W. Diggle.
of Carlisle; and
THE BISHOP OF TRURO AND THE PRAYER BOOK.
Both these pamphlets are published by the Church Association,
13 and 14, Buckingham Street, Strand, London, W.C.2. The former
is published at Id. a copy, and the latter at 6d. per dozen.
SERMONS ON THE FIVE POINTS OF CALVINISM. By the late Rev.
William Parks, B.A. Price: stiff cardboard Is. 6d., cloth 2s. 6d.,
post free. Pp. 90. (Sovereign Grace Union, The Parsonage, 98,
Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.5.)
This is a reprint of the third edition of the Five Points of Calvinism,
by W. Parks. In the preface to the second edition Mr. Parks says,
"' Herein you will find some very old-fashioned divinity-divinity as
old as the Prayer Book (as you may see for yourself by consulting
Article xvii); yea, older than that-as old. as the Bible itself." This
<lbservation of the author shows that though the doctrines set forth
in these sermons are associated with the name of Calvin, their origin
is the Word of God itself. After all, we are not to be bound bv the
teaching of any particular man-, but by the infallible teaching ~f the
Word of God. It is undoubtedly true, as the Rev. H. Atherton says
in his Introduction, that the doctrines of grace" were proclaimed by
all the great'Reformers." They are set forth in the Thirty-nine Articles
of Religion, in the Westminster Confession of Faith, and in other
Protestant Confessions. But they are based on the Word of God.
The sad thing is that these doctrines, though full of unspeakable
~omfort, are now largely repudiated, even by professed Evangelicals.
For a gracious and winning setting forth of these truths we would
recommend our readers to read"Romaine's Sermons and John Newton's
writings. Though we cannot always commend Mr. Parks' style and
manner of expression, yet we feel that we may all learn much from
this and his other writings.

