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THE GREATNESS OF CHRIST.
" He shall be great."-LuKE i. 32.
THE angel Gabriel was sent from GOD unto a city of Galilee, named
Nazareth. A humble maiden lived tbere who was espoused to a
man whose name was J oseph. To this maiden the angel came,
and assured her that she waE " blessed among women" and that
she had" found favour with GOD." He then proceeded to tell her
that she would conceive in her womb, and bring forth a son, and
should call His name JESUS. Though this son was to be of humble
birth, yet, said the angel, "He shall be great, and shall be called
the Son of the Highest: and the LORD GOD shall give unto Him
the throne of His father David: and He shall reign over the house
of Jacob for ever; and of His kingdom there shall be no end."
In the "ords of the angel there is probably an allusion to the
prophecy in Isaiah. " Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is
given: and the government shall be upon His shoulder: and His
name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty GOD, the
everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His
government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of
David, and upon His kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with
judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever" (Isa.
ix. 6, 7). The child who was to be born would eventually be
owned and acknowledged to be the eternal Son of the most high
Gov, and a great King Who would have no succeEsor, for" of His
kingdom there shall be no end." He would be " The mighty GOD,"
GOD manifest in the flesh. Greatness then, in the most exalted.
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sense, would appertain to Him. Great He was before His incarnation, and great He would be acknowledged to be, when it became
known that He Who was in the form of GOD had taken upon
Himself the form of a servant, and that, without ceasing to be
GOD, He in human form humbled Himself, and became obedient
unto death, even the death of the cross. He, indeed, is great.
and upon His greatness let us seek to meditate.
1. First, He is described as " a great light."
When He laboured in Galilee, the prophecy of Isaiah was fulfilled. "The people that walked in darkness have seen a great
light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon
them hath the light shined" (Isa. ix. 2; Matt. iv. 16).
John the Baptist was" a burning and a shining light" (John
v. 35), but" He was not that Light." He was only" sent to bear
witness of that Light" (John i. 8). In so far as John was a light,
his light was derived from CHRI T. CHRIST was pre-eminently
" the Light of men." As GOD He is light and in Him is no darkness
at all. He alone is "the Dayspring from on high" Who hath
visited this dark earth, "to give light to them that sit in darkness,
to guide our feet into the way of peace" (Luke i. 78, 79). He is
"a Light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of GOD'S people
Israel" (Luke ii. 32).
He is " The Light of the World." Apart from Him all men are
in spiritual darkness. Their understandings are darkened. They
are in the darkness of sin, of ignorance, and of death. He only
can illuminate dark hearts. He only can disperse the darkness of
sin, of ignorance and of death. The FATHER hath given Him" for
a Covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles; to open the
blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them
that sit in darkness out of the prison house."
He is indeed" a great Light" ; for He it is Who, by His Spirit,
turns men from darkness to light and from the power of Satan unto
GOD. What a mercy if we have seen this" great Light," and if
its rays have penetrated into our dark hearts and made us " children of light, and the children of the day" (1 Thess. v. 5).
The members of thE:' LORD'S family ean say, "The LORD is my
Light and my Salvation" (Psa. xxvii. 1). Let us look to Him
daily for fresh illumination.
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2. Secondly, He is described as "a great Prophet."
When He had raised the widow's son from death "there came
a fear on all" who witnessed that marvellous miracle, " and they
glorified Gor, saying, That a great Prophet is risen up among us ;
and, That Gor hath visited His people" (Luke vii. 16). They were
certainly right in coming to this conclusion. The LORD JESUS was
indeed "a great Prophet," ." a Prophet mighty in deed and word
before GOD and all the people" (Luke xxiv. 19).
Many other prophets preceded Him, but their inspired testimony
was due to His operations. It was His SPIRIT Who was in them,
and by "Thom they did testify. He testified through them (see
1 Pet. i. 10, 11). CHRIST, however, the great Prophet, stands preeminently above all other prophets. He spake as never man had
spoken before, and as never man has since spoken. He was
Himself the truth, and in union with the FATHER and the SPIRIT,
He spake the truth. "He ·Whom GOD hath sent speaketh the
words of GOD" (John iii. 34). Whereas GOD had at sundry times
and in divers manners spoken in time past unto the fathers by the
prophets, He did in these last days speak unto us by His SON, by
Whom He had made the worlds, Who was the brightness of His
FATHER'S glory and the express image of His Person. He was a
great Prophet because He was the eternal SON of the eternal GOD.
He is " over all, GOD blessed for ever."
He, indeed, spake the words of GOD. He brought from heaven
the message of salvation. He announced that He must be lifted
up, "that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life." He announced that He came "to give His
life a ransom for many" and that Hi blood of the new Covenant
was" shed for many for the remission of sins." He announced
the way of salvation. "I am the Door: by Me if any man enter
in, he shall be saved."
He announced the way to GOD and the way to heaven. "I am
the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the FATHER,
but by Me."
His sheep hear the voice of this great Prophet, and He gives
unto them eternal life. Are we amongst the number ~ Do we
listen to His voice, still speaking in His Word ~ Whoso hearkeneth
unto Him " shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil"
(Prov. i. 33).
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" Great Prophet of my GOD,
My tongue would bless Thy name;
By Thee the joyful news
Of our salvation came;
The joyful news of sins forgiven,
Of hell subdued, and peace with heaven! "
(Watts.)

~.

Thirdly, He is described as "a great high Priest."
"Seeing then that we have a great high Priest, that is passed
into the heavens, JESUS the SON of GOD, let us hold fast our profession" (Heb. iv. 14).
Aaron stands out prominently as a high priest, but CHRIST is
pre-eminently greater than Aaron. Aaron was a priest only for a
time. He and his sons who succeeded him were not suffered to
continue by reason of death. But CHRIST, " because He continueth
ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood." He has neither a predecessor nor a successor. He abideth a Priest continually. He is
" a Priest for ever after the Order of Melchisedec." Thus He is
always available for His people.
" He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto
GOD by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them"
(Heb. vii. 25).
Aaron was compa-ssed with infirmity. He had to offer for his
own sins, as well as for the sins of the people. CHRIST was sinless,
"holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners." He needed
not as did the Aaronic priesthood to offer sacrifice for His Own
sins, for in Him is no sin. Aaron's sacrifices had to be continually
repeated; because it was not possible for the blood of bulls and of
goats to take away sins. By contrast, however, CHRIST, "after
He had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right
hand of GOD." His sacrifice was efficacious. He" put away sin
by the sacrifice of Himself." He finished the work, because the
end He had in view was attained. By His one offering He perfected
for ever them that are sanctified.
His offering was " once for all," and on the ground of that offering
GOD says of His people, " Their sins and iniquities will I remember
no more." He could not have said this if CHRIST'S once-for-alloffered sacrifice had not secured pardon for His people. Seeing,
however, that perfect forgiveness has been secured by His sacrifice,
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" there is no rrwre offering tor sin." (See Heb. ix. 11-14, 26; x.
4, 12, 14-18).
JESUS, then, is " a great high Priest," because He is a Divine
Priest, an eternal Priest, a sinless Priest-a Priest Whose sacrifice
was efficacious to secure pardon for all His believing people. Moreover, He is still the great high Priest of His people, Who now
appears in the presence of GOD for them. With Dr. Watts we
can say" JE'SUS, my great High Priest,
Offered His blood, and died;
1\'I:y guilty conscience seeks
No sacrifice beside:
His powerful blood did once atone,
And now it pleads before the throne."
4. Fourthly, Our LORD is described as a " great Shepherd." "The
GOD of peace," we read, "brought again from the dead our LORD
JESUS, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the
everlasting Covenant" (Heb. xiii. 20).
David, J ehoshaphat, Hezekiah, and J osiah were shepherds of
Israel. GOD'S chosen people were" the people of His pasture, and
the sheep of His hand," and the kings of Israel were responsible to
tend the flock as shepherds, but CHRIST is the great Shepherd of
all the Israel of GOD. His flock comprises all whom the FATHER
gave Him" out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and
nation." As" the good Shepherd" He laid down His life for
them. As the great Shepherd He rose from the dead, and He
still exercises His functions as the Shepherd of the sheep.
He ever lives to seek for and to bring the sheep into the fold.
He knows them all, and brings them all into the enjoyment of the
blessings of redemption. Eventually, as "the chief Shepherd,"
He will appear and He will gather together His elect sheep from
the four winds in order to receive them into the heavenly fold.
What a mercy if we can say, "the LORD is my Shepherd."
" I love my Shepherd's voice,
His watchful eyes shall keep
Thy wandering soul among
The thousands of His sheep:
He feeds His flock, He calls their names,
His bosom bears the tender lambs."
5. Fifthly, our LORD is a " great King."
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" Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised in the city of our
GOD, in the mountain of His holiness. Beautiful for situation, the
joy of the whole earth, is Mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the
city of the great King" (Ps. xlviii. 1, 2). Zion or Jerusalem was
called" the city of the great King " because He dwelt in its temple.
The glory of the Angel of the Covenant dwelt between the Cherubim, and hence Zion was the city of GOD, the city of the great King.
That KING was doubtless the second Person in the Trinity Who
came down" to deliver His people out of the hand of the Egyptians,
and to bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a,
large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey" (See Exod. i.ii. 2-8).
He is "the PRINGE of the kings of the earth," the" KING of kings and
LORD of lords." He claims supreme authority over Hi.s.people as
their KING, their LORD, their MASTEiL Moreover, He is the Head
over all things for the benefit of His Church. All authority in
heaven and earth is His. There is nothing, therefore, that He
cannot do for His people. The FATHER hath given all things into
His hand. What reason His people have to trust all their affairs
in His almighty hand, and to be unreservedly loyal and obedient
to His behests!
" iy dear almighty LORD,
:My Conqueror and my King,
Thy ceptre and Thy sword,
Thy reigning grace, I sing:
Thine is the power; behold, I sit
In willing bonds beneath Thy feet."
Lastly, CHRIST is our great GOD.
We look for" the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our
great GOD and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST" (Titus ii. 13, R.V.). What
shall we then say to these things ~ Have we been illuminated by
His light, taught by His prophetic word, cleansed by His priestly
offering ~ If so, let us rejoice in Him as our Shepherd and our
King, and look forward to His coming to receive us unto Himself.
He is everything to His people. If we join all the glorious names
of wisdom, love, and power that ever mortals knew, or angels
ever bore" All are too mean to speak His worth,
Too mean to set our SAVIOUR forth."
Whitington Vicarage,
THE EDITOR
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.
(Thomas Houghton).
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THE WALK OF THE PILGRIM.
"See then that ye walk circumspectly."-EpHESlAJ.",<S v. 15.
THE word translated" pilgrim" in the New Testament means
a foreigner. The patriarchs" confessed that they were strangers
and pilgrims on the earth," because tills was not their home. They
desired a better country, that is, a heavenly. To that country
they were travelling. They looked for a city willch had foundations, whose builder and maker is God. A Christian pilgrim is a
uraveller towards the celestial city. Here he is, so to speak, a
foreigner. His native country is heaven, and to that country he
is journeying as a pilgrim, a traveller. As a pilgrim he is under
observation. Those with whom he comes into contact in ills
journey take careful note of ills words and ways, and he needs to
take care that ills walk and conversation are such as becomes a
traveller whose destiny is heaven. Some pilgrims have had terrible
falls. David's case and Peter's are instances of this, and we are
0 pilgrim has
occasionally saddened by hearing of other cases.
any reason to speak censoriously of another pilgrim who stumbles
in the journey to the heavenly country. Rather should he
remember the warning words, " Let him that thinlceth he standeth
take heed lest he fall" (1 Cor. x. 12). We are all liable to fall,
and to fall grievously. If a brother-pilgrim falls grievously we
have reason to say, " That would have been my case, were it not
for the grace of God." So far, then, from condemning harshly an
erring brother, we should humble ourselves very greatly before
the Lord, and pray that He may indeed constantly keep us from
falling. We should walk very softly before the Lord, and tremble
lest in any measure our walk as pilgrims should be inconsistent
with our holy profession. It is well that we should have clear
views of truth. It is well that we should have a firm grasp of the
great doctrines of grace. Truth of which "the Spirit of truth"
is the Author should never be minimized; but we need not only
to hold the truth, but to walk in the truth. We need to hold
the truth, and it is also important that the truth should hold us.
May the Lord Himself ever hold up our goings in His paths, that
our footsteps slip not. May He keep us by His mighty power
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daily and hourly from every thought, word, or deed contrary to
His holy will.
Now there is much teaching in the Epistle to the Ephesians
concerning the walk of the pilgrim. That Epistle tells the pilgrim
that they are the objects of God's electing love and predestinating
mercy, but it reminds them also that they were chosen in Ohri t
that they" should be holy and without blame before Him in love"
(Eph. i. 4). The holy walk of the pilgrim, then, is our theme.
Let us dwell upon it in dependence on the Spirit's power and
teaching. The verb" to walk" occurs eight times in this Epistle
and its use suggests much important teaching to the Lord's
pilgrims.
1. First, we are taught that the walk of the pilgrim was at one time
evil in its character.
Addressing the pilgrims at Ephesus the apostle ays, " In time
past ye walked according to the course of this world, according
to the prince of the power of the air the pirit that now worketh
in the children of disobedience: amona whom also we all had our
conversation in times pa t in the lu t of our fl h fulfilling the
desires of the fle h and of the mind' and were by nature the
children of wrath, even as others (Eph. ii. 2, 3). The verb c' to
walk" means to regulate one life, to conduct one' elf: These
verses show how the Ephesian pilgrims at one time conducted
themselves. They lived conformably to the evil age which belongs
to this wicked world. They lived according to the prince of the
power of the air, i.e., according to the mind of the devil. They
fulfilled the evil lusts of the flesh. In other words, they walked
in antagonism to God. They walked in the ways of sin and
rebellion, and were consequently worthy of the wrath of God.
That is the character of our walk to-day if left to ourselves, and
apart from the grace of God. The pilgrims to Zion who read this
magazine were once walh.-ing in this evil way and were consequently
on the downward path to hell. How we need to beware lest even
now our walk should in any measure approximate to our walk
when the world, the flesh, and the devil dominated our lives.
2. Secondly, we are taught that the walk of the pilgrim was supernaturally directed into another path.
Having referred to the former walk of the Ephesian saints, the
C
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apostle goes on to speak of the mighty change which took place
and which altered the whole character of their lives. He says,
"But God, Who is rich in mercy, for Hi~ great love wherewith He
loved us, even when we were dead in sins, bath quickened us
together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) and hath raised us
pp together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ
Jesus." They were dead in trespasses and sins, absolutely dead
to the service of God, though much alive in the service of the
world, the flesh, and the devil. Bei.ng dead they were absolutely
helpless to walk so as to please God. But God, Who quickeneth
the dead, quickened them. By His Spirit He imparted to them
spiritual life. Before this they walked as other Gentiles walked,
in the vanity of their mind. Thei.r understanding was darkened.
They were alienated from the life of God (see Eph. iv. 17, 18). Now
life has been imparted to them. A new heart and a new spirit
have been put within them. They are now convinced of sin. They
now know the plague of their natural hearts, and their spiritual
peril and danger. The Spirit now testifies of Christ, and they see
that they have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of
~ins, according to the riches of God's grace (see Eph. i. 7). Their
feet are therefore no longer in the broad way which leads to destruction, but in the narrow way which leads to life. They are no
longer travellers to hell, but pilgrims to heaven, and God's promise
is fulfilled in their case. " I will put My Spirit within you, and
cause you to walk in My statutes, and ye shall keep My judgments,
and do them" (Ezek. xxxvi. 27).
This mighty change was due to the richne s of God's mercy, the
greatness of His special love, and to the riches of Hif! grace. By
grace they had been saved, through faith; and that not of themselves; it was the unmerited gift of God (See Eph. ii. 5-9). They
were no better than others, nor were they in the least worthy of
the mercy of God which they had experienced. They were
quickened and saved merely because of the good pleasure of the
Divine will. "To the praise of the glory of His grace" they had
been chosen in Christ, and predestinated unto the adopti.on of
children in God's family. Not to them, then, must be given the
glory of this mighty change, but to the name of the God of all
grace. How could it be otherwise when even their faith was" the
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gift of God" ~ The common theology makes man in effect his
own saviour; for it teaches that God does His part and the sinner
does his part, and when both God and the sinner have thus
co-operated, salvation is effected and enjoyed. We would affectionately ask, however, "How can 'a dead sinner do anything to
effect his own deliverance ~" Must he Dot first be quickened by
Divine power ere he realizes his sin and ere he can behold the
Lord Jesus as his Saviour ~ Moreover, if the faith by which he
believes in Christ is a Divine gift, does it not follow that his
salvation and his enjoyment of it are due entirely to God, and not
at all to himself ~ By the grace of God alone he is what he is.
It is evident that no sinner ever walks in the narrow way until
the Lord has brought him out of the horrible pit, set his feet upon
the Rock of Ages, and established his goings.
3. Thirdly, we are taught that the walk of the pilgrim should be
according to the Word and will of God.
We are "created in Christ J e us unto good work , which God
hath before ordained (or prepared) that we hould lwlk in them
(Eph. ii. 10).
In other words, the work, which are the fruit of our union with
Christ, are Divinely prepared beforehand. They are indicated in
His Word, and are the expre ion of His will. We are not left to
decide ourselves as to the character of our walk. It is all indicated
in the Word of Him Whose we are and Whom we serve. Thus we
should seek to walk only in the path indicated by the Word of
God. Our aim should be to do His will. Our walk should be
continually influenced by the doctrines, precepts, and promises of
His IVord. Whether we eat, or drink, or whatsoever we do, we
should do all to the glory of God. To please Him should be our
supreme aim. Our prayer should be that we " might walk worthy
of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work"
(Col. i. 10).
The inspired Scriptures are profitable in such a way that the
man of God is by them " throughly furnished unto all good works"
(2 Tim. iii. 16, 17).
4. Fourthly, we are taught that the walk of the pilgrim should be
suitable to his call by grace.
" I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk
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worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called" (Eph iv. 1).
God hath called them by Hu; grace (see Gal. i. 15). They are
therefore unworthy recipients of His mercy. Their walk therefore
should be humble.
Their calling is "an holy calling" (2 Tim. i. 9). Their walk
therefore should be holy. "As He which hath called you is holy,
so be ye holy in all manner of conversation" (1 Peter i. 15). The
life of the pilgrim should be a life in holy separation from all evil.
Their calling is a call" out of darkness" into God's marvellous
light. Their waik, then, should be in the light as God is in the
light.
In particular the apostle teaches that a walk suitable to their
calling is a walk marked by " all lowliness and meekness," a walk
characterized by " longsuffering, forbearing one another in love;
endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace."
Such a walk is not easy. It is not easy to be longsuffering and
forbearing with fellow-Christians when they treat us un1..-indly.
Yet if we recollect that the apostle regarded himself not as Cresar's
prisoner, but as "the prisoner of the Lord," then we may be
stimulated by his example to realize that the unkindness which we
may sometimes suffer from another servant of the Lord is Divinely
permitted. If we receive it as from the Lord then we can more
cheerfully bear it. Moreover, if we are in the line of the Lord's
will, though the discipline may be hard, we shall do well to rise
above unkind treatment at the hands of man and to delight ourselves in the Lord, and leave the issue with Him. In any case we
are to endeavour to keep the unity, of which the Spirit is the
Author, from being broken. As much as lieth in us we are to
follow after the things which make for peace. Where no principle
or compromise of truth is involved, forbearance and longsuffering
are to mark the walk of the pilgrim.
5. Fifthly, we are taught that the walk of the pilgrim is to be in love.
" Walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given
Himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling
savour" (Eph. v. 1). Our love to the brethren is to be like Christ's
love to His people. He loved His people in spite of their unlovableness. There was nothing beautiful in them, yet He loved them.
When we were yet sinners Christ loved us. So we are to love the
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brethren in spite of their many faults. They may be haughty and
brusque in manner, inconsiderate and high-handed, yet we are to
walk in love to them.
Christ so loved His people as to lay down His life for them.
Here is a high standard indeed. Yet if we love as He loved, "we
ought," if need be, "to lay down our lives for the brethren"
(1 John iii. 16).
Christ, "having loved His Own, loved them unto the end" (John
xiii. 1). He went on loving His apostles in spite of their many
shortcomings, and He still goes on loving His people.
othing can
separate them from His love, though they never deserve it. If
our love is like His we shall go on walking in love, notwithstanding
the failures and faults of the brethren. The like love we shall
need ourselves, however, for we, too, are faulty, and we never
deserve either the love of Christ or that of His people.
" The fruit of the Spirit is love." Only by the mighty inworking
power of the indwelling Spirit can we walk in love. There is so
much that irritates us that we are always in danger of failing to
walk in love. Yet we dare not ignore the exhortation, "Beloved,
let us love one another: for love is of God; and everyone that
loveth is born of God, and knoweth God" (1 John iv. 7).
6. Sixthly, we are taught that the walk of the pilgrim should be in
harmony with the light.
" Ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord:
walk as children oj light" (Eph. v. 8). The great change which
pilgrims to Zion experience at conversion is described as a turning
" from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God"
(Acts xxvi. 18). Prior to this Divinely-wrought change they" sat
in darkness," and they" loved darkness rather than light, because
their deeds were evil" (John iii. 19). To be in darkness is to be
away from God in Whom" is no darlnless at all" (1 John i. 5;
Rom. i. 21-23). It is to be without Christ 1Yho is "the Light of
the world." It is to be under the influence of sin and Satan
(Acts xxvi. 18; John iii. 19; 1 John ii. 9, 11). It is to be in a
state of spiritual death (Luke i. 79). It is to be destitute of salvation, and blind as to the truth, and to be therefore in spiritual
ignorance and error. (See Rom. xi. 10; Eph. iv. 18.) Through
Divine grace God's people are called "out of darkness into His

.-..

The Gospel Magazine

335

marvellous light." They are" delivered from the power of darkness" and translated into the kingdom of God's dear Son. They
are therefore now "light in the Lord" and are bidden to "walk
as children of light." They are no longer to walk in the darkness
of spiritual ignorance, of sin and of death. Their lives are no
longer to manifest that they [are under the power of sin, Satan,
and spiritual death. They are to "have no fellowship with the
unfruitful works of darkness" (Eph. v. 11). They are to "cast
off the works of darh."lless " and" put on the armour of light." In
other words, their walk and conduct are to be in harmony with the
mind of God Who is light. They are to walk in fellowship with
"the Light of the world," and they are to give no quarter to sin
or to error. God's people" are all the children of the light, and:
the children of the day." Hence they are to "be sober, putting
on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope
of salvation" (1 Thess. v. 5----8). What need we have, dear fellowbelievers, to realize what we are by grace, and to walk in harmony
therewith.
7. Lastly, the walk of the pilgrim should be circumspect.
So much importance is attached by the inspired apostle to the
walk and deportment of Christian pilgrims that in a variety of
ways he emphasizes the nature of the walk which should characterize
them. We, too, know how an inconsistent walk militates against
the usefulness of God's people as well as being sin against God.
Here, again, the apo tIe returns to the subject of a holy walk.
" See then," he says, " that ye walk circumspectly" (Eph. v. 15).
The Greek for circumspectly means 'exactly, accurately." To
walk circlilllspectly is "to live carefully, circumspectly, deviating
in no respect from the law of duty."
We feel a special need, in these days of motor-cars, to walk very
carefully when crossing the streets. We feel the need of looking
around in all directions, so as to avoid the dangers to which we
are exposed. We should be no less careful and accurate and
circumspect in our moral walk. Accurate care should be constantly
taken that we do not in the slightest degree deviate from the path
of holiness and righteousness.
But we may well ask, "Who is sufficient for these things ~ "
The answer is " Walk in the Spirit," in dependence on His indwell-
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ing power, " and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh." "If we
live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit ~' (Gal. v. 16, 25).
Only by the Spirit's power can we in any measurable degree walk
suitably to our vocation, under the influence of love to God and
to His people, in harmony with the light, and with circumspection
and accuracy. By faith, then, in the Spirit's power let us seek
to walk in a manner becoming pilgrims to a heavenly country, and
let our daily prayer be that we may "walk worthy of the Lord
unto all pleasing" (Col. i. 10).
"Oh, for a closer walk with God,
A calm and heavenly frame;
A light to shine upon the road
That leads me to the Lamb."

Whitington Vicarage,
St()ke Ferry, Km-g's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

" Consider your u·ays."-lliGGAI i. 5.
" CONSIDER" is a favourite word with Haggai, and he uses it at
least four times in the hort prophecy of two chapters. (See i. 5 and
7; ii. 15 and 18.) The marginal rendering of the text gives, "Set
your heart on your ways," and a standard English dictionary defines
the term" consider" as " to fix one's mind on attentively." Haggai's
use of the word here is a call to a careful exercise of thought and heart
in relation to such tremendous things as Life, Death, God, Christ, Hell,
Heaven, Eternity. The prophet's words were occasioned by a growing
love of ease and comfort in Israel. The people had been delivered
from exile, but were now almost wholly given up to the pursuit of
pleasure. The things of God were despised and neglected, and a
terrible religious torpor possessed them. "Sleepy sickness" prevailed,
and the clarion call rang out---" Consider your ways." A like condition is epidemic in England to-day. Oh! that our land were roused
from this spiritual encephalitis letha1'fJica which has seized it.-Rev.
H. R. H. Hill.
" THE clearer sight we get of Christ, and the sweeter views we have
of our adoption, the more our hearts are filled with love, joy, peace,
and all the fruits of the Spirit, which is sanctification."-John
Berridge.
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WELLSPRI GB.

" Whose goings forth have been from of olii, from everlasting."MICAH v. 2.
FOR many years it has been the writer's privilege to accomplish the
long walk on Lord's-day mornings to the favoured little House of
Prayer, St. Mary-Ie-Port Church, Bristol; and the several matters of
interest, such as distributing the Holy Scriptures and Gospel tracts,
and speaking to one here and there as occasion favours, seem to
shorten considerably the distance; whilst one part of that walk (and
the quietest) is called" my pathway of prayer," and many a time has
it proved a sweet trysting place between my Lord and me. Many a
prayer has ascended for a blessing on the Pastor and his flock; and
when barrenness of soul was being confessed and sorrowed over, the
Lord has sometimes been pleased to turn the captivity and to speak
a word of cheer and forgiveness.
On Good Friday of this year the heart was sorrowing, as we wended
our way, because of no adequate feeling or conception of what the
sacred day celebrated. The soul longed to feel more love and adoring
gratitude to our dear Redeemer, the dying Lamb of Calvary; to enter
more into love's redeeming work, and what it cost the Father to give
up His dear Son and His Son in suffering, the Just for the unjust.
" To melt the heart that wounded Thee" was the prayer, when the
words from the Prophet Micah, which head this paper, were suddenly
dropped in upon the soul. It was not a passage that had at all been
under contemplation; it was not a text that had been upon the mind
recently. It was so fresh and unexpected that I could not, dared not
doubt but that the Holy Spirit had spoken, and that He might glorify
Jesus. A sweet train of contemplation followed up the words, and
a faith's survey of the life and sufferings of the God-man from
Bethlehem's manger to Calvary's cross passed through the mind, and
the soul worshipped Him" Whose goings forth have been from of old,
from everlasting." Let us, dear readers, take up the subject, and
looking to the Holy Spirit to illuminate our minds, may it be a profitable and Christ-exalting season; although we are very conscious that
we can only approach it in deepest humility, knowing what profound,
unfathomable depths there are unplumbed, and never to be bottomed
in His ways, His love, His mercy, His salvation, which have been
"from everlasting." He is set forth as "the Eternal God," as His
people's" Refuge" in the Old Testament, and" The King Eternal"
unto Whom be all " honour and glory" in the New. He is seen as
"The Ancient of Days" by the Prophet Daniel, and John in the
Apocalyptic vision describes Him with "His head and His hairs white
like wool, as white as snow," as representing the antiquity of Christ
as the Everlasting Father Whose ways have been· ever of old; and
23
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He declared Himself to the same apostle as the" Alpha and Omega,
the beginning and the ending, which is, and which was, and which is
to come, the Almighty." The Eternal God, " The Ancient of Days,"
The Everlasting Father, The First and The Last! We do well to
, onsider in humble adoration the holiness of the ground we are traversing and cast ourselves upon His grace, mercy, forbearance and love
and teaching.
His ways are everlasting in love, that mighty, unfathomable attribute!
Dateless, without a period, which never had a beginning and will never
know an end. God is love, His nature and His essence is so, and He
loved because He would love His people. He loved them in Himself.
He loved them long before the Fall, and He loved them changelessly,
in spite of their fall in Adam, loves them" notwithstanding all," as
they sing when grace tunes their hearts. And it is in this dateless
character of Love in all its freeness and spontaneity that He reveals
Himself in time to each one of His redeemed people in the inspired
language found in Jeremiah xxxi. 3, " The Lord hath appeared of old
unto me (margin, from afar), saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an
everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee."
It was that" everlasting love" which spoke such comfort to the heavyladen soul that Good Friday morning. It was as though He spoke,
" Whose ways are everlasting," that that love did not change, did not
lessen, however cold and barren the soul might be. His ways of
" everlasting love" had never known change nor variation to anyone
saint all through the ages, and He would prove Himself" the same that
He was from the beginning." Oh, do not such tidings melt the soul
and humble the heart to think of what we are and what we do, and
His love to us so great, so changeless and everlasting! And this love
which was the first great moving cause, this is
" Sovereign love which first began
The soheme to rescue fallen man."

It includes all the other Covenant blessings. This God of everlasting
love is the everlasting life of His people, and they "shall never die"
(eternally); "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on Me
hath everlasting life" (John vi. 47). Theirs is an everlasting salvation.
But" Israel shall be saved in the Lord with an everlasting salvation;
ye shall not be ashamed nor confounded world without end." They
are the redeemed objects of Divine mercy which is eternal, for" the
mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that
fear Him" (Ps. ciii. 17). That mercy is shown them in His dealings
with them in loving correction as " everlasting kindness." "In a little
wrath I hid My face from thee for a moment; but with everlasting
kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord thy Redeemer"
(Isa. liv. 8). He is likewise, through all their darkest clouds, their
everlasting Light (Isa. xl. 19); in their greatest weakness, their everlasting Strength Isa. xxvi. 4); in their deepest sorrows, He is their
everlasting Conso ation (2 Thess. ii. 16); and when nature's strength
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gives way and earth is fast receding from them, they prove His blessed
soul-supporting word, " Underneath are the everlasting arms" (Deut.
xxxiii. 27), and they enter, in its fulness, that everlasting joy which
all the heavenly redeemed hosts above share, "Everlasting joy upon
their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and
sighing shall flee away" (Isa. xxxv. 10). And all in that everlasting
Covenant made with David's Lord and ours! "that great Shepherd
of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting Covenant" (Heb. xiii.
20). It was a Covenant everlasting and therefore must be between
those who in eternity alone could make it and keep it. It was the
Father in His well-beloved Son Who agreed to that Covenant. The
Son fulfilled it and signed it with His own most precious blood in the
fulness of time, and it is the Holy Spirit Who seals and ratifies and
reveals that Covenant to every elect vessel of mercy foreordained
therein. These precious truths were they that moved the heart
of the beloved Apostle Paul to write to his Thessalonian brethren,
" But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren
beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen
you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the
truth" (2 Thess. ii. 13). It is the same word I am told as John i. 1.
" In the beginning was the Word," etc. From eternity was the Word,
which in the fulness of time "was made flesh, and dwelt among us,
(and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the
Father,) full of grace and truth" (John i. 14).
Now, child of God, what have you here but fulness of blessing,
yea everlasting blessings, in redemption, in Providence, and in grace.
The Holy Spirit leads you to see they were for you as an elect vessel
of mercy from the Father of mercies, "Who is God over all, blessed
for evermore." Your hope is built upon an Everlasting Foundation
(Prov. x. 25); your feet are put and led in that Everlasting Way
(Ps. cxxxix. 24), and every gift of mercy which concerns you is the
fruit of that everlasting mercy in the Divine Author. "The wisdom
of God" was set up (constituted) from everlasting to be the great I
Am of and for His people, and it is the mercy of every redeemed son
and daughter of the Lord God Almighty that" His ways are everlasting" (Hab. iii. 6), and incapable of change or fluctuation.
" I change-He changes not,
The Christ can never die :
His love, not mine, the resting-place,
His truth, not mine, the tie."
In those goings forth which have been from of old you are as begotten
again unto a lively hope, brought into everlasting life; loved with
the love wherewith God loves His Son; crowned with every blessing
of mercy, kindness, strength, consolation, joy and peace, and led in
the path of the just which is a8 a shining light and supported in your
lowest moments by His everlasting arms, and you will sing throughout
eternity the honours and glory of your everlasting King. You endorse
now the truth of the grace-taught old saint who said, " If He hadn't
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loved me from all eternity, He could never have loved me now," and
you sing with dear Kent out of the fulness of your heart"'Twas with an everlasting love
That God His own elect embrac'd,
Before He made the worlds above,
Or earth her huge columns plac'dLong ere the sun's refulgent ray,
Primeval shades of darkness drove;
They on His sacred bosom lay,
Lov'd with an everlastiug love.
Then in
Christ
Her sin,
Whilst

the glass of His decrees,
and His Bride appear'd as one;
by imputation His,
she in spotless splendour shone.

Oh love, how high thy glories swell,
How great, immutable, and free;
Ten thousand sins, as black as hell,
Are swallow'd up, 0 Lord, in Thee.
Believer, here my comfort stands,
From first to last, salvation's free;
And everlasting love demand
An everlasting song from thee."

R.
CASTING OUR CARE UPON GOD.
So~ OF THE SAYINGS OF THE LATE GEORGE MULLER.

IT is my habitual practice about little things to bring them before
God. I never attempt to carry any burdens myself. I roll them on
God, and speak to God about them.
I cannot tell you how happy this service in which I am engaged
makes me. Instead of my being the anxious, careworn man so many
persons think me to be, I have no anxieties and no cares at all. Faith
in God leads me to roll my burdens, ALL my burdens, upon God.
Not only burdens concerning money, but burdens concerning everything, for hundreds are my necessities besides those connected with
money. In every way I find God to be my helper, even as I trust
in Him for everything, and pray to Him in child-like simplicity about
everything.
If difficulties arise, lay your case before God, tell Him in all simplicity
your position, and ask His counsel and advice.
In one thousand trials it is not five hundred of them that work for
the believer's good, but nine hlmdred and ninety-nine of them, AND
ONE BESIDES.

I have found invariably, during my long life as a believer, that if I
only believed, I was sure to get in God's time the thing I asked for.
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"NOT ONE FAILETH."
A

SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON
ON JUNE 14TH, 1896.

Not one faileth.-ISAlAH xl. 26.
OUR text, dear friends, if you look carefully into the context, is connected with an argument used by the inspired Prophet to point out
the wickedness and the folly of idolatry. From the eighteenth verse
this argument proceeds. He speaks in the Name of God: "To whom
then will ye liken God? or what likeness will ye compare unto Him?
The workman melteth a graven image, and the goldsmith spreadeth
it over with gold, and casteth silver chains. He that is so impoverished
that he hath no oblation chooseth a tree that will not rot; he seeketh
unto him a cunning workman to prepare a graven image, that shall
not be moved. Have ye not known? have ye not heard? hath it
not been told you from the beginning? Have ye not understood from
the foundations of the earth? It is He that sitteth upon the circle
of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers; that
stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as
a tent to dwell in: that bringeth the princes to nothing; He maketh
the judges of the earth as vanity. Yea, they shall not be planted;
yea, they shall not be sown: yea, their stock shall not take root in
the earth: and He shall also blow upon them, and they shall wither,
and the whirlwind shall take them away as stubble. To whom then
will ye liken Me, or shall I be equal? saith the Holy One. Lift up
your eyes on high, and behold Who hath created these things, that
bringeth out their host by number: He calleth them all by names
by the greatness of His might, for that He is strong in power; not
onefaileth." You know it was the custom of the heathen, and Israel,
alas, learnt that custom and practised it, to worship the heavenly
bodies as deities. Here the Prophet says, Come out into the open,
lift up your eyes to that magnificent firmament, and remember those
things created not themselves and therefore being not creators they
may not be adored; they are but creatures who owe their origin to a
Divine Being-worShip Him. That is the argument in brief.
" Not onefaileth." What a history it would be to write the history
of the firmament from the day when God set those two light-bearers
in the heavens, the greater to rule the day, the lesser to rule the night,
when He made the stars also, to illustrate His faithfulness. For all
through now nearly 6000 years those creatures have discharged their
functions according to the Divine will, and there we find them this day
where they were and what they were, and still occupied in fulfilling
their Master's will-not one has failed. Sun, moon, stars, rainbowall these bodies in the heavens-there they are as God's silent wondrous
witnesses, as the nineteenth Psalm so poetically but truthfully sets
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forth: "The heavens preach the glory of God, and the firmament
sheweth" (or, declares) "His handywork. Day unto day," that is,
each succeeding day ushered in by the sunrise, "uttereth speech,"
that is, it has a voice for those who have an ear, "and night unto
night sheweth knowledge. " Whose ?-the Creator's knowledge. "There
is no speech nor language, where their voice," the voice of these
heavenly creatures, " is not heard." To all the world over they preach
in God's Name. It matters not what language since the days of Babel
man may speak, the voice of the heavenly bodies has never changed
their testimony. They are to-day the faithful witnesses of God as
they were the moment He said "Let be " and they were. "Their
line is gone out," you see, "through all the earth, and their words,"
that is, as though they were vocal, and indeed they are, " to the end
of the world." What wonder therefore that God should call these
idolatrous people out into the open and bid them look up and gaze
upon these wonders of God's power and wisdom; also that they should
hear the voice of their testimony to their Divine origin. "In them,"
that is, in the firmament of the sky and the heavens, " in them hath
He set a tabernacle for the sun, which is as " or, " like as," " a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a strong man to
run a race. His going forth is from the end of the heaven, and his
circuit unto the ends of it: and there is nothing hid from the heat
thereof." And then from these beautiful similes and figures the
Psalmist passes on to the written Word where God speaks more
distinctly His mind and where He reveals Himself still more marvellously in the Person of His Son. I will not read over the remaining
verses of the Psalm, but suggest to you, dear hearers, to compare and
trace out the analogy with that which is there related. There is no
failure whatever in the heavenly glories, not one of these creatures
fails. I suppose to-night about 10 o'clock millions of eyes will be
turned up to the heavens because of a wonder that is to come to pass
about that hour. Now men have studied these things in accordance
with the laws of human science and are able, and accurately, to foretell many of the phenomena connected with the history and functions
of these heavenly bodies. How is this? How is it they are able to
do this? The reason is simple. It is because the laws that govern
these bodies are fixed. God ordained them and all their duties and
they silently and obediently and faithfully from age to age accomplish
their Maker's will. Hence man is able to foretell what will be, under
certain conditions, conceivable in regard to these apparent fluctuations
in the orbits of these creatures. And there is one of these to-night
to occur. This leads one's thoughts to "Not one faileth." It will
come to pass at two minutes to ten and will last for nearly an hour.
It will not fail. I do not say there will be no mist to hide it but if
so that will come from the earth. That arises from beneath and not
from above. These are things which we may do well to learn in
regard to God's truths. Truths are what they are and where
they are, immovable, though we through the mists may not be able
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to discern them. The mists of unbelief, the mists of reason,
may cloud over those truths and hide them from our perception,
but they are there. God having revealed His Word, His Word
abideth. In the 119th Psalm and 9Ist verse: "They continue this
day according to Thine ordinances: for all are Thy servants "-that
is a description; a record of many great truths affecting first the
physical world by way of analogy, and then the spiritual world which
is the antitype of the former. Ah, friends, if we have only eyes to
see and a heart to understand, what sermons we should be hearing
all day long every day from the things that are seen, the visible
handiwork of God, for "All Thy works praise Thee, 0 God."
Of course the saints are on a higher platform, they worship with
intelligence; but inanimate creation, God's own handiwork, is full
of inarticulate praise and thanksgiving to God. And they all abide.
In this respect they are figures of God Himself. I say but figures,
because they are temporal, they shall pass away. The heavens shall
pass away for instance, all those firmament glories of which we have
been speaking, of which we have been hearing from the Psalms, are
destined to pass away. Heaven and earth shall pass away, but Thou
remainest. The Lord abides. "All flesh is as grass," and the flower
of the field with all its glory, beautiful for a moment, is doomed to
pass away, but God the Creator of these things knows no variableness,
there is no shadow of turning in Him-" the Same yesterday, and
to-day, and for ever."
And then if we come further, beyond this physical question to the
spiritual, and speak of God's purposes, we may say at once without
any hesitation," ot one faileth." If a fallible creation during the
time God upholds it continues faithful to its Creator, not one detail
in it faileth, may we not expect that in the domain of spiritual things
we shall find a security and an immutability answering to .the other?
If we do or if we do not we shall find it. God's purposes, all of them,
are designed in wisdom and performed in power. These two attributes
of God cover all the necessary conditions in order to the fulfilling of
the teaching of the text. " ot one faileth," because wisdom ordained
the purposes; "not one faileth," because power, co-ordinated with
infinite wisdom, brings to pass that which has been purposed. God
never proposed an impossibility to Himself. God never proposed
an impracticable thing to Himself. God proposed to Himself all His
works from the beginning, because, do not forget what James says:
" Known unto God are all His works from the beginning of the world."
Now because in His wisdom God ordained or proposed His plans unto
Himself, consulting with none-Father, Son and Holy Ghost of one
mind in one purpose and plan-not one could miscarry because it
was His, for God cannot fail in Himself even as His purposes cannot
fail. And here we pause to observe for the comfort of God's everchanging people, a people who are always changing in their feelings,
in their views, and in their efforts, and in a thousand other ways,
that the Lord their God will know no change because He has told
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them so, He has promised, saying, "I will never leave thee." Could
He say more? "I will never leave thee nor forsake thee. I hate
putting away. Those whom I love, I love unto the end. I have
ever loved them and My love is immutable. I am love." God's
purposes-we might turn to a Scripture or two in which God Himself
speaks of these things. In the forty-sixth chapter of Isaiah, the tenth
verse, for instance, reading the ninth with it: "Remember the former
things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and
there is none like Me, declaring the end from the beginning, and from
ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel
shall stand, and I will do all My pleasure "-" not one faileth." Not
one of His counsels can miscarry either through some lack of wisdom
in design, or some lack of power in performance-" not one faileth."
And if He has revealed to you and me in His grace any of His purposes
concerning us in Christ, how happy is our lot as we contemplate the
certainty of its coming to pass. Leave to the Lord to interpret any
purpose, that which He has purposed in His Own wisdom. He never
yet was straitened in His resources. The Church of God on earth is
now nearly 6000 years old, and the Church of God to-day can speak
in precisely the same terms as Joshua spake when he said: "Ye know
in all your hearts, and in all your souls, that not one thing hath failed
of all the good things which the Lord your God spake concerning you;
all are come to pass unto you, and not one thing hath failed thereof"
-all are come to pass unto you. I say, at the end of 6000 years or
so the Church of God is able to take up that language without any
quail and to use it with truth concerning God, because His purposes
have not failed. And I am sure it glorifies Him, and if I might speak
after the manner of men, most reverently I would say it delights His
heart when His people set forth to His praise these unchangeable
things, His fidelity to His purposes, " not one faileth." And oh, dear
friends, may it be our privilege to rejoice the heart of Him Who rejoices
in us. What higher employment could we be occupied in, I want to
know, than in this, in showing forth the faithfulness of the Lord ?
In the morning, in the evening and throughout the day to be witnessing
to this blessed truth concerning His purposes-" Not one faileth."
Then if we take His promises we can again assert our text and say,
" Not one faileth of the promises of God." God takes singular delight
in His promises. He has told us in His Word they are precious, and
I delight to think that that means not only precious to those who
are the subjects of them but also precious to Him Whose they are.
Now in the sixth of Hebrews, the thirteenth verse, " When God made
promise to Abraham, because He could swear by no greater, He sware
by Himself, saying, Surely blessing I will bless thee "-" Surely," that
is God's form of oath in the Old Testament-" and multiplying I will
multiply thee. And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained
the promise. For men verily swear by the greater: and an oath for
confirmation is to them an end of all strife. Wherein God, willing
more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the immutability
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'Of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath: that by two immutable
things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a
strong consolation; who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the
hope set before us." Two immutable things-one had been sufficient.
God's Word without His superadded oath would have been sufficient
so far as regards security, mark. But the point is-not to make it
more secure did God swear by Himself, but in order that we might
have a strong consolation. It was for our sakes that He superadded
His oath. It is quite enough for God to speak once, because He always
speaks in His holiness. Therefore if He do but speak once a promise
it is immutable, and if He superadd an oath to it it is still immutable.
You cannot say more, a thing that is immutable cannot be more immutable, or most immutable, it is immutable. So I say that anyone of
God's promises that has paEsed His lips once is an immutable thing.
But here are two immutable things, His word-His naked promise,
and then His 8uperadded oath for our poor sakes, for us who are so
full of doubt, who are so given to questionings, who are so unbelieving
-for our sakes He adds His oath to His word. Now then the inspired
writer says, amongst men it is considered on all hands that controversy
must cease when a man puts down his oath, it is " an end of all strife."
Now there ought to be no strife with God, there ought to be no strife
between His children and Himself, and yet so it is-every thought of
unbelief is an act of strife against God. Every doubt a child of God
entertains in his heart is the expression of a disposition of strife with
God. These things ought not so to be, and we confess they are so to
our shame. Now God, knowing the lengths to which unbelief carries
His people, gives them by two immutable things, His word and His
oath, ground for strong consolation. You see therefore the force of
the application of my text to the promises of God. "Not one faileth "
-of course not. "Not one faileth "-it could not. "Not one
faileth "-because it is God's word. Moreover all His promises have
been certified by oath, and that oath no human oath but God's Own
oath, swearing by His Own great ame. Had there been a greater
He would have sworn by that-impossible, in the nature of the thing,
as this teacher himself instructs us: "Because He could swear by
no greater, He sware by Himself, saying, Surely, surely, blessing I
will bless thee." Now when God uttered that declaration to Abraham,
remember He declared Himself not to Abraham as a solitary believer
but to all his spiritual seed-his spiritual seed. "They which be of
faith are blessed with faithful Abraham "-not in him but with him.
You will get the same blessing as Abraham got. It is not through
him, but you are blessed with him because the promise \lame from God,
Abraham's God, your God, my God. Oh, how wonderful this is. If
therefore we study the career of Abraham as he lived a life of faith,
and see how God dealt with him in His faithfulness, we see a portion
of our own history on the one hand, and on the other a portion, or
example, of God's disposition towards ourselves-cc Not one faileth."
And then, though I must close now, if I take another point, a very
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comforting one, the text is true of the operations of God's grace in the
hearts of His people-" not one faileth." Not one operation of His
grace in the heart of one of His children here to-day will ever prove a
failure, " not one faileth." That was it which made the Apostle Paul
so confident. He said, " I am persuaded, that He which hath begun
a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ."
Now that is as true of each one here this morning in whom, though
it be but an incipient work of grace, God has begun a work of grace.
It is as true of such an one as it was of those Philippian believers to
whom and of whom Paul wrote when he said, "I am persuaded."
Paul had his eye upon the truth which our text asserts, "not one
faileth." God's work is perfect. Perfect in its measure, though it be
as small as a grain of mustard seed in its beginning, it is a perfect
grain of mustard seed. It is a. day of small things perhaps, but it
is the day of God's small things and that makes it not to end. "Not
one faileth," whether it is a little thing, a greater thing, or the greatest
thing. The work of grace in the heart of a child of God is a pledge
of perfected salvation-" not one faileth."
I must now forbear. I had thought of speaking of the truths of
the Gospel, that" not one faileth" of the truths of the Gospel. And
then, lastly, of the people of God in Christ" not one faileth." Not
one of His people will be a failure when Jesus presents His redeemed
to His Father presently. He will present them spotless, unrebukable,
because a blameless, a perfect, Church-the perfect Church, the
glorious Church, bearing the image of her Lord. Lastly, the passage
in the eighty-fourth Psalm, the seventh verse, " Everyone of them in
Zion appeareth before God"-not one faileth. .r ot one of the redeemed
will fail of his crown, and hjs palm, and his song, when the Lord makes
up His jewels.

SERMONETTE.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
CHRIST, THE GREAT AND GOOD SHEPHERD.
THE beautiful Eastern imagery of a shepherd and his sheep is one
frequently employed in Holy Scripture. The Lord Jesus used it. He
compares Himself to a Shepherd, and His people to sheep. "I am
the good Shepherd, and know My sheep, and am known of Mine"
(John x. 14). He is the Great Shepherd, for He is " Lord of all," and
declared to be such by His Resurrection from the dead, as it is written
in Hebrews xiii. 20, " Now the God of peace, that brought again from
the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the
blood of the everlasting Covenant," and He is the Good Shepherd, as
He said, " The good Shepherd giveth His life for the sheep." What
greater proof could be given of His love as the Good Shepherd than
that He laid down His life for the sheep 1 "Hereby perceive we the
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love of God, because He laid down His life for us" (1 John iii. 16).
There are several prominent points to be noticed in this discourse of
our Lord's (John x.1-30), in which He speaks of Himself as the Shepherd
of the sheep.
1. The sheep are His property, as appears from verse 14, "My
sheep," and verse 16, " Other sheep I have." They became His by the
gift of the Father, verse 29, " My Father which gave them Me." They
were chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world (Eph. i. 4),
and given into His hands as the Responsible One, with a view to their
redemption and salvation. So He eaid, " I lay down My life for the
sheep." He gave His life a ransom for many (Matt. xx. 28), and so
He gives unto them eternal life (John x. 28).
2. The sheep do not belong to anyone " Church" or ecclesiastical
organization, but all together form one flock-the blood-bought flock
of the great and good Shepherd. "Other sheep I have, which are
not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear My voice;
and there shall be one .flock "-not one fold, as in the A.V. It is a
different Greek word from that translated" fold" in the first pa rt ofthe
verse-Cl one flock and one Shepherd," " the flock of God" (1 Pet. v. 2).
3. They all come to know Christ as their own Shepherd, Saviour,
and Lord, by believing the glad tidings of the Word. "They shall
hear My voice."
" There is a period known to God,
When all the sheep redeemed by blood
Forsake the hateful ways of sin,
Turn to the fold and enter in."

4. Christ's sheep do not become His by believing, but believe because
they are His sheep, for the Lord said to the Jews, "Ye believe not
because ye are not of My sheep" (John x. 26). He did not say, Ye are
not of My sheep, because ye do not believe; but" Ye believe not
because ye are not of My sheep."
5. The sheep of Christ follow Him. An Eastern shepherd walks
before his sheep, and they follow him. And in like manner the sheep
of Christ look to Him as their great and perfect example, and endeavour
to walk in His steps. "For even hereunto were ye called: because
Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should
follow His steps: Who did no sin, neither was guile found in His
mouth" (1 Pet. ii. 2], 22).
6. The eternal safety of Chr·ist's sheep. "I give unto them eternal
life, and they shall never perish" (John x. 28). Wonderful words of
life! Words to comfort the trembling sheep of Christ, who, in spite
of all their conflicts with sin and Satan, will come off more than
conquerors, for they trmt in and possess His unchanging love, His
all-efficacious redemption, and His infallible Word.
" The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose
He will not, He will not, desert to His foes."

" They shall never perish."
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CHRIST IS ALL.

dear readers in common with myself must have noticed in the
Epistles of St. Paul the superabounding theme Christ is all and in all.
He was constantly dwelling upon Ohrist Himself-His work, His
Person, His sufferings, and His glory. He dwelt upon the abundant
life in Christ, the abundant supply for every need, the fulness of every
provision, the crown of every joy, the summit of every ambition, the
outstanding feature of every state. He sees the ever-loving, everliving triumphant Risen One in Whom His redeemed ones live and
move and have their being.
And truly as He draws nearer and nearer to His coming again the
personal touch becomes more vivid, more real, more precious than
ever before. We increasingly feel He is in very deed all in all. The
Spirit Himself witnesses that
"Thou, 0 Christ, art all I want,
More than all in Thee I find."
" Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in
Me." Thus let your faith rest in the One, the supreme object in Whom
it can rest---in Christ-in His Person-His work, and His complete
redemption.
" Rock of ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself IN THEE."

:MANY

We read so many opinions in these sad would-be-wise days, gropings
In the dark, peerings in the mist, all sorts of creations of fancy, soaring
of intellect into realms unknown, all sorts of ideas on all ort of subjects, anything but the one thing that matters, the One Person that is
ignored or forgotten. But faith, Spirit-begotten and Spirit-given
faith, cries"Simply to Thyself I cling."
I do feel so much close spiritual union with the dear old woman of
whom I was reading lately, who, when asked if she had religion, replied:
" No, thank God, I've lost that, it was nearly the death of me, and now
I have Ohrist." She had clung to the system-but now by grace she
clung to the Person and found her" more than all in Him." We hear
of "religion" without any mention of sinnership or redemption,
religion which is profession but not possession, religion which is all of
head, but not of the heart.
" Oh! to grace how great a debtor" when the Holy Spirit opens
the eyes and opens the heart to the Reality, the Person, Christ.
" Believe ye that I am able" (Matt. ix. 28). "Belief-faith is in
Christ and not in any proposition about Christ." "Thou, 0 Christ,
art all I want." Thus:
" On solid Rock I sta.nd,
All other ground is sinking sand."
Dear Christ-seeking reader, longing after "the Gospel of Ohrist,"
dissatisfied with the world and all it has to offer (and how poor the
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best it offers), dissatisfied also with the many religions, so-called, in
which you have no deep abiding real joy; you have no satisfaction
with all that the world and its religions can give. Its pleasures pall,
its conditions are irksome, you are longing to be free and glad, and
you know not how.
Do note the saying of Jesus in St. John viii. 32, "Ye shall know
the truth, and the truth shall make you free." "What is truth 1"
you say; "Where can I find it; who can guide me 1" Jesus Himself
explained all these. What is truth 1 See St. John xiv. 6, " I am the
Truth." He was then holding His last converse with His beloved
disciples before His crucifixion. In last conversations very precious
things are spoken to loved ones, realities not fancies, facts not opinions.
See how He based all upon Himself-the Christ-the Anointed One.
" I am the Truth," a personal matter. Do you say, Where 1 He
answers, " I am the Way." In Him, by His side, looking up to Him
for guidance, so well we know Him, the guidance of His eye is sufficient. "I will guide thee with Mine eye." "I am the Way," not only
guidance, but I am the Path, the way itself. No swerving or questioning. It is a definite matter, and a definite way, Himself. And" I am
the !Afe." We live in Him. "Ye are dead, and your life is hid with
Christ in God." So, dear reader, we live very closely in Him. In
Him we see very clearly the personal walk and life of the Child of God,
and in Him, the Christ of God, is " safety, certainty, and enjoyment."
Free to serve, I was bound, but now am free.
And when Christ Himself left-His visible Presence no longer on
earth-He did not leave us alone; no, but
" A Guide, a Comforter, bequea.thed
With us to dwell."

"When He, the Spirit of truth, is come He will guide you into all
truth."
" Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in
ME." Let your faith find the One on Whom it can rest, Christ. "The
belief is in Christ, and not in any proposition about Christ. Trust
implies vital union. Trust is the outcome of the Holy Spirit's indwelling."
Dear reader, the Triune Jehovah is engaged on thy behalf. "The
Comforter, the Holy Ghost Whom the Father will send in My Name,
He shall teach you all things." "But I have such a treacherous
memory," you say. Fear not, He shall" bring all things to your remembrance whatsoever I have said unto you." How lovingly He has
fenced round you on all sides. Ignorance 1 He shall teach. Forgetfulness 1 He shall bring all things to your remembrance. Loneliness 1
He dwelleth with you.
And now in these last days we are waiting for the coming of the One
Who died for us-died that we might be with Him and behold His
glory. What does the Word of truth say of His glory, dear Christloved one 1 " Glorified together." " With Me where I am." And that
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will be heaven for us, that will be glory for us, that will be complete
satisfaction, that will be perfect unclouded joy. "With Me where I
am."
Take this to your heart, dear reader, and He will respond, taking
you closely to His heart. You will be saved, satisfied, glorified together with Him.
"Christ is all the glory of Immanuel's land."

NETTlE.
WHAT IS PROPORTIONATE GIVING

~

THE amount of one's giving may be set alongside the amount of one's
income and so compared with it as to make evident that the giving
is equal to this or that portion of the income. When an Israelite gave
tithes he gave a tenth part of his crops or increase of flocks, etc. His
giving might vary in actual amount from year to year, while yet it
remained fixed and without varying in this respect that it was always
a tenth portion of his income.
.
Whether a giver is liberal or otherwise must be determined by the
proportion which his giving holds to his income. One man whose
giving amounts to £10 in a year may seem more liberal than one whose
giving amounts to £7 in a year. If the income, however, of the former
is £200 a year the proportion he gives is but a twentieth, and if the
income of the latter is £105 a year his proportion is a fifteenth. But
he who gives a fifteenth is more liberal than he who gives a twentieth,
even though he gives but £7 while the latter gives £10.
It may be of very real value to a Christian who desires to serve God
with his money to take pains to keep account of his giving and reckon
what proportion the total amount of it holds to his total income.
Only by so reckoning can he have a clear idea how far he is walking
becomingly toward God in the matter. He may find that his giving
equals in proportion what the Israelites gave or he may find that it
falls more or less short of it. By getting light in this way he may
correct or reprove or stimulate himself. He may apply the light to
his conscience. He may helpfully to himself take into consideration
the measure of his faithfulness in this service.
One cannot name a standard proportion, though a tenth might be
fittingly kept in mind because of the place given to it in the Old
Testament. But he who with an income of £200 a year gives a tenth
might recognize obligation to give more than a tenth if his income
increased to £400 a year; he might perchance, without being too
liberal, give an eighth. And if his income further increased to £600,
he might give a fifth. The liberal soul dwiseth liberal things. God's
grace may be bestowed on a man to such an extent as that he might
have an earnest desire and purpose to serve God abundantly in this
field of service, to give with a richness of liberality; and this while
not failing to give due attention to all the legitimate and proper claims
of ordinary life.-(Extracted from" Our Outlook," January, 1904.)
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THE WAY OF THE LORD.
" THE way of the Lord is strength to the upright." So Joseph found
it. One way only was open to him. So Luther found it. There was
nothing for it on the earth but this-CC Here I stand, I can do no
other." So Paul felt when they brought forth views contrary to
Christ. He said, cc To whom we gave place by subjection, no not
for an hour." The knowledge of God's law and will and mind was
to them an uncontrollable spring of action. Whatever others might
do, the upright- ehemiah for instance-must say, cc So did not I
because of the fear of the Lord," and with that, was the rest of faith.
The everlasting arms were underneath, and a witness and a record
were on high, where also all consequences were. What a work and
mercy of God, so to help His dear children that the smell of the infernal
fire does not pass on them.
cc Show me now Thy way," Moses prayed to God, for he was overwhelmed with difficulties. God had brought him into the middle of
an impossible-looking task. There was no such thing as going back,
and to go on, or to remain where they were, seemed alike to mean
destruction. cc Show me now Thy way." And God did so, with
promise upon promise of His own companionship and favour. That
was God's way; to be with His servant in the wilderness, teaching
him through numberless labours and cares of mind and body to say,
cc Lord, Thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations."
In
the meantime the people were to make the furniture and draperies
of the tabernacle, and before the mind of the leader and prophet, the
Lord drew patterns of beautiful things that would engage the restless
thoughts of the murmuring multitude.
How simply David asked God to direct him. cc Shall I go up ~ "
cc Shall I fight ~"
And the wisdom and guidance that he so often
needed came as often from above, and he was delivered from his fears
and straits, including those which he had very manifestly brought on
himself. His sighs were turned into songs, his prayers into praises,
and at one time God gave him rest on every side. Perhaps it was
then that he prayed still, as in Psalm lxxxvi., cc Teach me Thy way."
For he knew, as we know, that the Lord is good to all, His tender
mercies are over all His works. He hears the ravens, the lions seek
their meat from God. How many answers of help He gives to His
people. cc Show me Thy way, 0 Lord." How many a living soul
has made the request. They want to know how much of their religion
is of Him. Is the desire and stretching forth of their hands towards
Him ~ Surely it is so, but they want His voice and His light to confirm
His word unto His servant. His way is in the depths of the 88th
Psalm, in sweet confidences of the 103rd, in the prayers and pleas of
the 25th and the 26th, and in the praises of many another. His way
was in the love that bound Paul and Philemon, and in the sorrow
and zeal that wrought in the Corinthians. His way was in the gladness
that John felt in the thought of again seeing his friends in Christ.
We might say, cc Show me Thy way, 0 Lord," and watch with Him

352

The Gospel Magazine

one hour, in His passage through this world. But He was solitary.
He trod the winepress alone: was.bY Himself in the wilderness, on
the mountains, on the cross, and in the grave. There is One Who
takes of the things of Christ and reveals them to His sanctified ones.
In measure and as they are able to bear it, they drink of His cup.
Many of the harassments that vex and toss them are reflections of
His conflict with the Evil One. There were some who hung upon
Christ's words and loved Him, and followed Him, and as He was wont
He taught them over and over again, new things or the same things.
It was His way to come and cheer them, to come and quiet their
storms, to come and speak peace to them, to tell them of His love,
of His Father's and their Father's love, to promise greater things, to
promise an ever-abiding Comforter.
Show us Thy way, 0 Lord, as the days with all their needs, seen
and unseen, grow into years. Then we shall learn that in every sense
salvation is of the Lord.
FOLLOWER-ON.
ENDURING MERCY.
" I have surely heard Ephraim." . . . "I do earnestly remember him
still." . . . " I will surely have mercy upon him, saith the Lord."JEREMIAH xxxi. 18 and 20.
I

I have surely heard him sighingEphraim, my son.
I have heard him softly crying,
" Turn me, 0 my Father, turn me :
Do not leave me. Do not spurn me."
I have surely heard him sighing
For the evil he hath done.

n
I do earnestly rememberEphraim, my son.
I will turn the bleak December
Of his winter into Spring.
Once again his soul shall sing.
Him I earnestly remember,
Though much evil he hath done.

III
Mercy I will give him surely,
Ephraim, my son.
In My Covenant securely
I have set his sin-stained name.
Though his head is bowed in shame,
Mercy I will give him surely
Though much evil he hath done.

(Rufus).
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AUGUSTINE OF HIPPO AND HIS TESTIMONY TO
THE DOCTRINES OF GRACE.
By Mlt. S. LEIGH HUNT.
THE fifteenth centenary of Augustine's death, which falls on August
28th this year, is an occasion deserving of attention from all who
profess and call themselves Protestants. Upon no uninspired man
or assembly of men has the great Head of the Church vouchsafed to
bestow His prerogative of infallibility; yet looking back across the
centuries, we would yield Him hearty thanks for raising up so sound
a teacher as Augustine of Hippo. His influence has been felt among
the true people of God throughout all succeeding generations. Such
spirituality as survived during the dark Middle Ages was connected,
more or less directly, ,vith his writings, while the Reformation itself
might be described as, in some sense, a return to "Augustinian"
theology.
Born at Tagaste in Numidia on November 13th, A.D. 354, Augustine's
mother was the godly Monica; his father, Patritius, a man of violent
temper and licentious disposition. At an early age the lad was sent
to school, remaining there till his sixteenth year, when poverty caused
him to return home till as much money should be raised as might
enable him to continue his education. Patritius died, but a fellowtownsman, Romanianus, took compassion on the young student, and
furnished him with the means to enter the university at Carthage.
The provincial capital was a wicked city, where processions of the
"divine mother," the "heavenly virgin," alternated with riots
occasioned by popular gladiators and ballet-dancers, and there
Augustine" banqueted upon iniquity," living on terms of friendship
with a wild set of undergraduates who had formed themselves into a
club for the annoyance of respectable citizens.
Tbe pleasures of sin failing to satisfy, in 373 he became attracted
by Manichroism, a system which dazzled him by its parade of purity,
and drugged his conscience with the thought that not he, but darkness
in him, was the real sinner. "Forbidding to marry, commanding to
abstain from meats," rejecting the Old Testament, ascetic, hierarchical,
ritualistic, the religion of Mani had features in common with Modernism,
as well as with modern Popery. Returning to Tagaste as professor
of rhetoric, Augustine seized every opportunity to propagate his
newly-imbibed errors, while Monica prayed for him, weeping for his
heresy, as he tells us, more than mothers are wont to weep for the
physical death of their children. A meeting with Faustus, the most
celebrated living Manichrean, from whom he anticipated much enlightenment, left only disillusionment and disgust. At this juncture Augustine
applied for a vacant chair of rhetoric at Milan, and was appointed
professor in the city where Ambrose was bishop.
The immediate result of the preaching of Ambrose was the emancipation of the young professor's mind from Manichreism. His mother
received the news without surprise, as if she had expected such an
24
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answer to her prayers. He now began to study the Epistles of Paul
and became acquainted with two prominent Christians, Simplicianus,
and Pontitianus by name. The former, hearing that Augustine had
been reading Plato in the translation of Victorinus, told him the story
of this Latin writer's call by grace. The latter related how the Lord
had opened the hearts of two of his own friends in the imperial service,
who at once abandoned their prospects of advancement at court.
While listening to the simple narrative, Augustine was smitten with
shame at the thought of his sins, and felt for the first time the plague
of his heart. The burden of sin crushed him, and he flung himself
down under a fig-tree, crying: "How long, Lord ~ wilt Thou be angry
for ever ~ 0 remember not against me former iniquities. Why is
there not this hour an end to mine uncleanness ~" While weeping
thus bitter tears of contrition, he heard from a neighbouring house a
voice, as of a boy or girl, constantly repeating: "Take up and read;
take up and read." He considered whether such words were used in
any children's game, but not recalling any, he came to the conclusion
that the voice must be heaven-sent. Taking the Book which lay on
the table, he opened it and in silence read Romans xiii. 13, 14.
"Immediately," he says, "as the sentence ended, by a light of
assurance infused, as it were, into my heart, all gloom of doubt
vanished. "
Augustine's conversion took place in August, 386, and the following
Easter, together with his son Adeodatus, he was baptized by Ambrose.
It is said that on this occasion Ambrose and Augustine jointly composed
the Te Deum. l\1onica shortly afterwards departed to be with Christ,
and in the following year Augustine returned to his native Africa,
at the age of 37 becoming Bishop of Hippo, in which place he passed
the remainder of his life.
His writings form a rich mine of Christian knowledge and experience.
Ten years after his call by grace, he wrote the Confessions, which
include an account of his early life and conversion. Nearly 400 of
his sermons and 220 of his letters are extant. His work on the" City
of God" was evoked by the fall of Rome in 410. Augustine seized
the opportunity of directing attention to that "city which hath
foundations, whose builder and maker is God."
About the year 411 Pelagius and Ccelestius, two British monks, and
a certain Julian of Eclanum, broached various errors concerning
Divine grace. Zosimus, Bishop of Rome, in 417 publicly pronounced
them orthodox, a judgment which he was induced to retract in the
following year by the expostulations of Augustine. (So much for
" papal infallibility!") In opposing these false teachers Augustine
was favoured with a clear and systematic "View of the great doctrines
taught in God's Word concerning man's lost and ruined condition
by nature; His gracious agency in calling and sanctifying sinners;
and the true cause of all the effects thus produced, in His sovereign
good pleasure and eternal purpose.
The following extracts may be taken as samples of his general
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language on these sublime themes: "Whoever are separated by
Divine grace from original damnation, for them is procured the hearing
of the Gospel, that when they hear they believe, and in that faith
which worketh by love, they continue unto the end. All these things
in them He worketh, Whose handiwork they are, Who made them
vessels of mercy, choosing them in His Son before the foundation of
the world according to the election of grace. . . . Of them none perish
because all are elect; elect because called according to the purpose,
and that purpose not their own but God's. If any of these were to
perish, God would be deceived, but none can perish, for God cannot
be deceived. If any of these were to perish, God would be overcome
by man's corruption; but none can perish, for God is overcome by
nothing" (De Cormptione et Gmtia, vii). "Such is the predestination
of the saints, the prescience and preparation of the Divine acts of
grace by which everyone is infallibly saved who is saved. But the
rest remain in that mass of perdition where Divine justice most justly
leaves them-where the Tyrians are, and the Sidonians, who would
have heen able to believe had they seen Christ's miracles; but who,
inasmuch as faith was not destined for them, were denied the means
as well. No one comes to Christ except it be given him, and this is
given only to those who are chosen in Him before the foundation of
the world" (De Dono Perseverentiee, xiv).
Again, ""Why, when both alike hear, one believes, and another
believes not, lies in the abyss of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge
of God, Whose judgments are unsearchable, and Who, without iniquity,
has mercy on whom He will have mercy, and whom He will, hardeneth.
His decrees are not unjust because they are incomprehensible" (Ep.
194, iii). "Here is the immutable truth of predestination: 'Chosen
in Him before the foundation of the world.' If this be interpreted
to mean that God elects men because He foresees that they will believe,
and not because He is about to make them believing, against such
a prescience as this the Son speaks, saying: 'Ye have not chosen
lile, but I have chosen you'; for according to this interpretation,
God would rather have foreseen that they would choose Him, and so
deserve to be chosen by Him. They are chosen therefore before the
foundation of the world by that predestination by which God foresees
His own future work; chosen out of the world by that calling" by
which God fulfils what He predestines" (De Preed. Sanct., xvii).
" , He foreknew,' says the Pelagian, ' who were about to be holy and
without blame by the exercise of their free will, and therefore chose
them before the foundation of the world in His foreknowledge, because
He foreknew they would be such.' But the apostle says, ' Chosen'
not because we were, but' that we should be holy and without blame.'
They were to be such, then, because He elected and predestinated
them to be such by His grace" (ibid., xviii). "Jacob was not loved
because he was, or was to be, of such a character; but he was made of •
such a character because he was loved. He was not loved on account
of works, for if of works, then no more of grace: he was loved on
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account of grace which caused him to abound in works" (Op. Imp.
Oontra Jul., i. 133). "Grace alone separates the redeemed from the
lost, dividing those whom a common original sin formed into one mass
of perdition. . . . The whole human race was so justly condemned
in the apostate root, that were none rescued from that damnation,
none could blame God's justice. Those who are rescued are rescued
gratuitously; those who are not, only show what the whole lump
deserved, even the rescued themselves, had not undeserved mercy
succoured them" (Enehiridion, 99).
Gibbon wrote (chap. xxxiii): "Rome has canonized Augustine and
reprobated Calvin. Yet as the real difference between them is invisible
even to a theological microscope, the Molinists are oppressed by the
authority of the saint, a.nd the Jansenists are disgraced by their
resemblance to the heretic. In the meanwhile the Protestant
Arminians stand aloof, and deride the mutual perplexity of the
disputants. Perha.ps a reasoner, still more independent, may smile in
his turn when he peruses an Arminian commentary on the Epistle
to the Romans." Nourrisson, a Romanist, declares that "from
Augustinianism proceeds Protestantism" (La Philosophie de SaintAugustin, ii. 176). Having discarded" Augustinianism," the Jesuits
Bellarmine, Suarez, Molina, Lessius and others, were at pains to prove
that Augustine himself was not" Augustinian." But so clear is his
language that Jansenius in his treatise on the Graee of Ohrist had no
difficulty in proving that the Jesuits who pretended to explain
Augustine's doctrine were really guilty of explaining it away.
With characteristic audacity, Rome has this year been celebrating
the centenary by a Eucharistic Congress at Carthage. Yet in his
doctrine of the Lord's Supper, Augustine stands solidly with Calvin
and Cranmerupon the firm foundation of God's Word (vide Art. XXIX).
Ratramnus and Berengar both cited him in their opposition to the
theory of transubstantiation. Commenting on John vi. 53, he says:
"This is figurative, commanding us to communicate in the Lord's
Passion, and sweetly and profitably to treasure up in our memory
that His flesh was crucified and wounded for us" (De Doet. Ohn:st.,
iii. 16). "The Lord hesitated not to say: 'This is My body,' when
He gave a sign of His body" (Oontra Adiman., xi).
"Believe, and
thou hast eaten" (Expos. in Evang. Ioannis, Tract. xxv).
Augustine maintained that " Scripture knows not how to deceive
or to be deceived, and its authority is to be preferred to all human
authority and opinion" (De Peccatorum Meritis et Remissione, i. 33).
" Concerning the canonical books of Scripture alone do I believe that
the a.uthors were completely free from error. And if in these writings
I am perplexed by anything which appears to me opposed to truth,
I do not hesitate to suppose that either the MS. is faulty, or the
translator has not caught the meaning of what was said, or I myself
have failed to understand it" (Ep. lxxxii).
The evening of his life was troubled by the miseries which the
Vandals inflicted on his country, ravaging towns and villages, destroying
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churches, and even besieging the fortified city of Hippo. Three
months after the commencement of the siege Augustine was seized
with fever. Over his bed were hung texts from the Psalter which
gave him great comfort during his tedious illness. At length, on
August 28th, 430, he passed peacefully into the presence of the King.
" I burn with longing to behold Thy beauty in Thy bridal-chamber,"
he had written in his Meditations; "0 Jerusalem, holy city of God,
my soul has long sighed for thee! The King of kings is in the midst
of thee, and His chi.ldren are within thy walls. . . . They love and
praise, they praise and love Him evermore. . . . Blessed, perfectly
and for ever blessed, shall I too be, when my poor body is dissolved,
and standing before my God and King, I see Him in His glory."

TWO AGED PILGRIMS.
My last situation before entering the deeper current of London life
was at Stamford in 1874. Here I enjoyed eight months of comparative
quiet, not without some preparation for future labour.
In those days the services at North Street Chapel were held, as in
Mr. Philpot's time, in the morning and afternoon of the Lord's day;
with the addition of a prayer meeting in the evening.
After the evening meeting, my friend Johnson, afterwards of
Leicester, would often take me to visit aged members of the Ohurch.
On the first of these occasions he took me to see two aged pilgrims,
desiring me to reserve any expression of my opinion until we returned.
The first of these was Mrs. Ann Watson, very reserved and taciturn,
with a manner perhaps less attracting than forbidding. No notice
was taken of the younger visitor until after reading and prayer; and
then he was given to understand that young men knew very little,
and that they had a great deal to learn. No doubt this was very
true; and he has since learned that a similar remark would apply
to his later years.
The second visit of the same evening was paid to Mrs. Mary
Buckworth. After a very warm welcome to both visitors, she said to
my friend Johnson, "And is this the dear young man who comes
with you to North Street 1 And why does he sit in the gallery 1 "
After the usual reading and prayer, the dear old pilgrim expressed
many earnest desires for the future of my days, which have been
graciously fulfilled to the present day.
My object in recording this is to call attention to the obvious fact,
though a fact often overlooked, that God's children throughout their
gracious life are largely governed by their natural dispositions and
influenced by their daily surroundings. The grace of God does not
eradicate what is constitutional in the mind and body of a Christian;
and herein is the beauty and the value of the precepts of the Gospel.
Were we without imperfection, we need not be exhorted to forbearance,
patience, meekness, brotherly love, and other graces of the Spirit.
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Moreover, it would be well to endeavour to see, as Bunyan's pilgrims
saw, the beauties in ea.ch other's faces. This would contribute much
to mutual love, fellowship, and fruitfulness.
It would be a great mistake to form the opinion that Mrs. Watson
was defective in Christian character. Beneath that sternness of
manner was a hidden wealth of sterling uprightness and honesty.
There would be no toleration of the least deviation from truth in
doctrine or uprightness of walk, in either herself or others. And on
the other hand, it is quite possible that a warm-hearted person like
Mrs. Buckworth would be less accurate in her judgment of persons,
and thus be liable to disappointments.
In all this we must remember that the Lord had need of the impulsive
Peter and of the loving John. And I feel sure that the loving Peter
loved his Lord quite as much as the loving John did. And I am quite
sure that the loving Master loved the loving Peter as much as He
loved the loving John. And has He not an equality of love for Ann
Watson, Mary Buckworth, myoId friend Johnson, and myself? Am
I less interested in its faithfulness than they 1
And if this be true-and it is-this follows: "Beloved, if God SO
loved us, we ought ALSO to love one another." Our love to Him and
to His is subject to change, decay, and failure: His love to us is eternal,
unmerited, and unchangeable.
Cricklewood.
WILLIAM WlLEMAN.

ROMAr ISM I
SCOTLAND.
(From the Free Presbyterian Magazine, July, 1930.)
DURING the past year Romanism became more strongly established in
Scotland than it has been since the priceless Reformation brought about
by our famous countryman John Knox and his distinguished and pious
helpers. This has been caused by the decision of the House of Lords
in the Bonnybridge case. By this decision against the Stirlingshire
Education Authority the House of Lords has found that whenever the
Roman Church builds a school in Scotland, if the Education Department is satisfied that the building is adequate and that there is no
other school in the immediate neighbourhood, such school must be
purchased by the local Education Authority-which after this will
mean the County Council-and be maintained in all time coming by
public funds as a Denominational school without any regard to the
wishes of the ratepayers who find half the cost, or their elected representatives. This sounds incredible but it is the actual law of Scotland
to-day. There is great uneasiness and resentment over the educational
position secured by legislation and judicial decisions for the Roman
Catholic Church. In addition the protracted and still continuing
immigration of Irish people adhering to that faith is in itself a serious
menace to our Protestantism, and many of our employers of labour,
legislators, educationalists, and journalists have become indifferent
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to the danger and are thus doing harm to the Protestant .cause.
Inquiry has brought to light that the Roman Catholics have nearly
three times their due proportion of criminals in Scotland, and as it is
acknowledged that the majority of these are of Irish extraction it will
be seen that there is good reason for alarm concerning the type of
people coming to us from the Roman Catholic parts of Ireland.
The United States protect themselves rigorously against all immigrants who have been convicted of crime, and it is only fair that some
such protection should be afforded to Scotland. From the criminal
statistics given it would appear that Scotland is being used as a
dumping-ground for Irish people who would not be allowed to enter
the United States.
The autocratic and boundless arrogance of the Papacy has recently
been displayed in the British island of Malta-a naval depot in the
Mediterranean. This little island has many historical associations,
not the least being the dramatic landing of the Apostle Paul after
being shipwrecked. This happened while on his way to Rome as a
prisoner to appear before Coosar, and his remarkable ability to cope
with any situation is brought out clearly in the narrative of tills event
given in the twenty-seventh and twenty-eighth chapter of Acts. He
assured the soldiers and sailors that all would be well and cured the
chief man on the island of a fever. Unlike the ecclesiastical authorities
who now rule there he would make the way of salvation very clear
to the people of Malta.
Owing to the government there refusing to be dictated to by the
Vatican in political matters, and repudiating the imperious claims of
the Pope, our home government, according to the Press, was compelled
to withdraw their Envoy to the Vatican. He was restored but is under
orders to leave for Chile, and it is to be hoped that no further Envoy
will be sent from this country, as our government should now realize
the folly of maintaining an Envoy at the papal Court.
We would conclude this report in the language of the Prophet
Daniel, "0 Lord, to US belong confusion of face-because we have
sinned against Thee. To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses though we have rebelled against Him." Notwithstanding our
national and individual shortcomings, He is still waiting to be gracious,
and may it be ours to humble ourselves before Him and to walk in His
ways during our sojourn here, and may that day be hastened on when
all nations shall serve Christ as King of Zion and when His glory shall
fill the whole earth as t~e waters cover the deep.
" HOWEVER impressively ministers may preach, if they only inculc.ate
moral truths, and enforce not the doctrines of the cross of Christ, it is
almost invariably found that no salutary effects on the hearts of their
hearers are produced. St. Paul's determination should never be lost
sight of: 'I determined not to know anything among you, save
Jesus Christ and Him crucified.' "-The Rev. R. Whittingham.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSIO
TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL 1AGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-Through the kindness of friends we were able to
send off last month several hundreds of bound volumes to various
stations and ports. The following from a chaplain will show how
much they were appreciated. "Dear Mr. Brider, please accept my
warmest thanks for the grand consignment of literature you have been
good enough to send us. The large number of books which are especially suitable I am making up into selected parcels for the personal
use of our missionaries and other workers, who will find them helpful
in their own spiritual life and also useful in preparing addresses, etc.
We are finding an even greater readiness than ever on the part of men
to accept good reading matter, and as an introduction in personal talk
or in clinching the conclusion of a conversation these little books are
Yours sincerely,
splendid. With kindest rega.rds."
21, Firfield Street,
R. E. BRIDER.
Totterdown, Bristol, July, 1930.
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZIl\TE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund:£ s. d.
£ s. d.
Buckland, Mrs. L.
o 4 0 "R" ...
010
Newhall, Mrs. C.
1 0 0 " A Friend" (per Rev.
Collin, Mr. J. B.
10 0 0
T. Houghton)
100
Houghton, Miss L. M. 1 10 0 Malcolm, :rtliss J., and
Ellis, Mrs. S....
o 10 0
Pescod, Mr. F. E .... o 14 0
"H. F. C." (per Miss
" Surrey"
1 0 0
026
R. Cowell) ...
"YE SHALL LOATHE YOURSELVES."
EZEKIEL xxxvi. 31.
"HENCE we see that self-loathing and condemnation is not only
consistent with justification, and a sense of pardon, but is the fruit
of it. Some think God does not acquit them, because they cannot
but condemn themselves. Yet while we feel sin within us, which
condemns us, faith discovers a righteousness without us, which will
justify us. And while we rejoice in Christ, as the Lord our Righteousness, we shall ever have sufficient cause of humiliation in ourselves.
The Gospel teaches men to feel sin, and believe for righteousness.
Faith will carry heaven in one hand, and hell in the other. Hell as
deserved, and heaven as purchased."-John Berridge.

The Gospel Magazine

361

BY THE SEASIDE.
MANY of our young readers will no doubt be having a holiday by the
seaside during the month of August. The school holiday will have
begun, and with peculiar joy and pleasure they will journey with their
parents to some seaside resort for rest and change. Not all young
people have this privilege. Thousands of young people never see the
sea in their younger days, and rarely get a day in the country. If,
therefore, many of our young readers are able to have a happy, bright
holiday by the seaside, how thankful they should be to God for this
great blessing. They need to thank God for loving parents, and they
need to thank Him for giving their parents the money to pay all the
expenses of a seaside holiday.
When we are at the seaside we should not forget the God Who made
the sea. We read, " The sea is His, and He made it: and His hands
formed the dry land" (Ps. xcv. 5). Young people love to bathe in
the sea, and to paddle in the sea. They love to dig in the sand by
the sea shore, and to make sand pies and castles of sand. On a warm
sunny day they greatly enjoy games by the seaside. Have you ever
thought that the sun which shines in the sky and makes everything
so bright and beautiful on the sands is God's sun ~ He not only made
the sea, He also made the sun, the moon, and the stars, and our Lord
says that God" maketh His sun to rise on the evil and on the good"
(Matt. v. 45). When therefore it is a lovely day, and the sun is shining
and making the sea and the sands look beautiful, do not forget to thank
God for making the sun to shine.
Most young people who go to the seaside are able to run and jump
and shout, and to play all sorts of games. They have power in their
legs, in their arms, and in their voices. But sometimes you will see
a young person who is driven about on the sea front in a bath chair.
Why is that ~ Such a person is in poor health, and he or she has no
power to walk, to run, to jump, or to play.
Do you realize, dear young readers, that it is God Who in His great
mercy has given you a healthy body ~
The sea air often makes you very hungry, and you are ready to eat
plenty of bread and butter and other kinds of food. I daresay that
your parents teach you to thank God for your food before partaking
of it, just as the Lord Jesus thanked Him for the five barley loaves
and the two small fishes. But are you always really thankful to God ~
Do you always remember that God " giveth food to all flesh, for His
mercy endureth for ever " ~ (Ps. cxxxvi.. 25). We all need to remember
with gratitude that God" giveth to all life, and breath, and all things"
(Acts xvii. 25).
Is it not beautiful to recall that Jesus, during a part of His earthly
ministry, lived in a seaside town-Capernaum ~ He sailed in a ship on

362

The Gospel Magazine

the Sea of Galilee, and on one occasion He did what not one of us could
do. He walked on the sea without sinking. That shows that He
was not merely a man. He was God, a Divine Person. On one
occasion He "sat by the seaside," and a great many people came to
hear Him, and" He went into a ship, and sat; and the whole multitude
stood on the shore" (Matt. xiii. 1, 2). He held what we should call
an open-air meeting, and He told the parable of the sower. A sower
went forth to sow, and some seed fell by the wayside, some on stony
ground, some on thorny ground, and some on good ground. Only
the seed which fell on good ground brought forth fruit.
Our Lord explained that parable. He taught that the seed represented the Word of God or the Gospel. The ground represented the
heart, and the different kinds of ground represented various conditions
of the heart. Some young hearts are like the wayside ground. They
are hard, and when such young people hear the Word of God, the devil
comes and catches away that which was sown lest they should believe,
and be saved. Other hearts are like the stony ground. They at first
hear the Word with joy, but if they are persecuted because they profess
to be Christians, they reject the Word which they heard.
Other hearts are like the thorny ground. They are so occupied by
the cares, the riches, and the pleasures of this life that they have no
room in their hearts for the Word.
Other hearts are like the good ground. They hear the Word. They
welcome it. It takes deep root and they bear much fruit.
It is the Holy Spirit Who makes some hearts to be like the good
ground. He convinces them that they are poor, lost uinners, de ernng
hell. Then He leads them to tmst in the Lord Jesus as the One Who
died for their sins. Then God forgives all their sins for Chris 's sake,
and enables them to bring forth fmit in their lives. If you read
Galatians v. 22, 23 you will see the kind of fruit that is brought forth
by those who are led by the Holy Spirit to tmst in the Lord Jesus
as their Saviour.
Dear young readers, are your hearts like the good ground ?

T. H.
MISS R. COWELL'S JUBILEE AS A WRITER IN
"THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
OUR readers will be deeply interested to know that in the month of
August, 1930, Miss R. Cowell will have completed her fiftieth year as
a writer in the GOSPEL :MAGAZINE. She began to write for the magazine
in September, 1880, and by the great mercy of God she has been
enabled to bear testimony in its pages to the precious truths of the
Gospel during the long period of fifty years. To God be the glory
for this great mercy and privilege. We warmly congratulate our dear
friend on this great achievement, and thank her on behalf of the
Trustees for all the labour her loving work has involved.
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In :.flItemoriam.
THE LATE MR. CALVIN HART, OF CROYDON.
A FEW weeks ago we were grieved to learn that Mr. Calvin Hart, of
" Winterdyne," The Waldrons, Croydon, was in a very low state of
health. Now we learn from an obituary notice in The Times that on
July 1st he was suddenly called to his eternal Home at the age of 73.
Mr. Hart has for many years been one of the Trustees of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE. We have known him for many years. He was a man of
few words and quiet in manner, but he loved those great doctrines of
grace for which this ~1AGAZINE stands. We remember that on one
occasion he expressed pleasure that we had inserted a sermon by the
late Rev. Watts Wilkinson.
About twelve months ago he lost his sister, which was a great sorrow
to him.
He was in the habit of attending West Street Chapel, Croydon, we
understand.
He was a liberal supporter of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE Fund. We are
deeply grieved at the loss we have sustained by his removal, though we
cannot but rejoice that he is now at Home with the Lord, in Whose
blood and righteousness we believe He put his trust.
He was a valued member of the Committee of the Aged Pilgrims'
Friend Society.
One of the GOSPEL ~1AGAZIKE Trustees writes :" It is with deep regret that we have to record the death of one of
our Trust-ees, Mr. Calvin Hart. He had been visibly failing for some
few months, but his death occurred quite suddenly on July 1st, after
having been confined to his room about ten days.
" Besides holding the office of Trustee of this MAGAZINE, Mr. Hart
was a valued member of the. Committee of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend
Society.
" The funeral took place at Abney Park Cemetery on July 4th, where
the mortal remains of our late dear friend-the last of a godly generation-were laid to rest in the family vault. A few of his friends and
colleagues met at the grave side in sure and certain hope that when
the trump shall sound our brother will be raised again to reign with
Christ and with the glorious host of the redeemed, to sing the everlasting song to God and to the Lamb."
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t8rotef'tant lSeacon.
THE ANGLO-CATHOLIC "HIGH MASS" AT STAMFORD
BRIDGE FOOTBALL GROUND 0
SUNDAY, JUNE 29TH.
DESCRIBED

LETTER SENT BY MR. J. A. KENSIT TO
THE BISHOP OF LOXDON.

IN A

My LORD BISHOP,-As I had prognosticated, the Service at the Chelsea
football ground, yesterday morning, teemed with illegalities. It was
blatantly announced as " High Mass" in The Congress Daily Chronicle,
notwithstanding your letter to me that it would be no more a " High
Mass" than your own conduct of Holy Communion at St. Paul's
Cathedral.
It was indeed a shameful spectacle of an attempt to claim recognition
for that which the" Holy Reformation" (m'de Convocation Prayer)
cast out. If the Reformation of the English Church meant anything,
it meant the eviction of exactly the type of Service which thc Bishop
of Nassau conducted.
I can only regard it as a mercy that you were not present, for your
non-appearance enables you to stand clear of the charge of actual
participation in a party demonstration of both illegal, and, beyond
doubt, unscriptural ceremonial. Inasmuch, however, a you licensed
the "Altar "-30 .very questionable proceeding-and ga,e sanction
to the Bishop of Nassau to celebrate, I have no hesitation in de cribing
the Service, and then calling for your post-condemnation of the proceedings. Such condemnation is surely a bounden duty.
The meagre way in which your safeguarding provision was observed,
that there must be " a reasonable number of communicants," 8hould
open your eyes to the realization that no credit can be placed on
promises, when the one purpose is to assimilate as closely as possible
to the Roman type. Clearly this provision would not have been made,
had it not been for the protest which I, with many others, placed before
your Lordship, Your other stipulation that there should be no Press
photographers and reporters is best commented on by the appearance
of the pictures and Press matter in to-day's newspapers.

TilE "LICEKSED" HIGH ALTAR.
In the fmt place perhaps you will ask the Congress Committee to
furnish you with a picture of the "High Altar" itself, which you
" licensed"-a quite uncanonical proceeding in the English Churchand as far as the Prayer Book is concerned no "altar" appears anywhere
therein. This is no quibble about a term, for whether we have a holy
table or an altar goes to the root of the Reformation struggle in this
country. The erection of the altar under an improvised baldacchino,
with its six gilt poles, was hardly in keeping with Anglican usage. In
the centre of the" altar" stood a tall crucifix, flanked by six very tall
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candles. This stood on a platform, and at either end were standard
candles. Both these and the other candles needed glass covers near
the lighted wicks to protect the flames from unfriendly winds.
Thrones were provided in the temporary "sanctuary" for the
Colonial Bishops who were present, as well as for the Orthodox Archbishop.
Before the commencement the Bishop of Nassau crossed the ground
alone and knelt before the" altar" for some minutes. He was wearing
a Roman purple cassock, lace rochet, violet silk cloak with red lining,
chain and pectoral cross, and also a Roman purple skull cap and biretta.
After the preliminary appearance he retired to the grandstand to vest.
PROCESSION ONE.

The first procession was of eleven Bishops in copes and mitres,
attended by their chaplains, two of whom wore extraordinarily large
Roman mitres. They were marshalled to their places by a man in a
black gown, with a long wand which he carried over his shoulder.
Two.
After the Bishops' procession came the Orthodox in their black.
They had four Anglican clergymen to attend them, vested in albs,
and flame-coloured dalmatics and tunicles. They were preceded by
thc Sub-deacon from St. Cyprian's, Marylebone, carrying processional
crucifix and wearing yellow tunicle, etc.
PROCESSION

PROCESSION THREE.

Next came twelve men in albs, and with red and yellow tunicles,
all in turn finding places before the" High Altar."
PROCESSION FOUR.

Then came the Bishop of assau's procession.
In the front marched a Crucifer with massive silver crucifix of great
height, and candle-bearers were on either side, carrying huge light.ed
candles. After these followed six clergymen in cottas with bright
yellow ribbon of great width worn as stoles. Immediately behind
these walked the Deacon and Sub-deacon, clad in dalmatic and tunicle.
Finally came the Bishop of Nassau in brilliant chasuble of gold, and
carrying a Crozier. A little boy was deputed to hold up the Bishop's
train. The Bishop also wore gloves of Roman purple eilk, with his
episcopal ring outside on the third finger of his right hand. The Bishop
with his Deacon and Sub-deacon walked beneath an elaborate canopy
with four poles, each surmounted by large gilt crosses, and from the
corners were suspended yellow tassels. The canopy was borne by four
young men wearing knee breeches and stockings, and in velvet frock
coats with silver buttons. They had swords at their sides. The
meaning of this display of Court dress is beyond me, except that I have
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seen something resembling it in St. Peter's at Rome. After the Bishop
his assistant followed in cope, and then there were six more clergymen
in copes of red and yellow, carrying missals, mitres, etc., wrapped in
yellow silk veils.
THE CEREMONIAL.

Arriyed before the "altar," the Bishop bowed deeply and then
turned and bowed to the Orthodox, and again turned to bow to the
other Bishops seated on the opposite side. The Bishop said the" preparation" with the Deacon and Sub-deacon. He next ceremonially
censed the" altar," and was afterwards conducted to his throne. The
Introit for SS. Peter and Paul was from the Missal, and the collects
were sung by the Bishop from his throne.
The Sub-deacon was now led to an Epistle stand, carrying a huge
missal. He sang with great care the Epistle for St. Peter's Day.
Prior to the Gospel procession the Bishop stood with Crozier in hand
and blessed the Gospeller. At the offertory the Bishop was conducted
to the" altar" and went on with the Service, but omitting, perhaps
naturally, the Invitation-a very serious matter which the Royal
Commission mentioned-for it showed the intention to have Ma s
and not Holy Communion.
NEARLY A CALAMITY.

At, this point several young men fainted, and were c3.rried across the
field by the St. John Ambulance. But this was not the onlv calamitv.
Human nature can stand much from the rays of the still., but w~x
candles cannot endure the heat. Apparently the sun was melting the
High Altar wax candles and so upsetting their balance, and a slight
gust of wind completed the demolition. They toppled over almo t
on to the Bishop. An effort to restore them was a risky matter, and
in the end these upset candles were dispensed with.
IDOLATROUS ELEVATION.

At the Sanctus the twelve men in tunicles advanced, carrying
lighted candles on long red poles. Six of these were called upon to go
and stand behind the" altar" to make good the six candles which had
fallen in the battle with the elements. The other six remained kneeling
in a row with their elevation lights. A bell was rung at the Sanctul'
and at the beginning of the Consecration prayer. The Elevation was
very pronounced, the large wafer being lifted up for prolonged moments,
whilst trumpets were sounded at the two elevations, by drawn-out
fanfares. The elevation lights were uplifted, and the assembled crowd
made such acts of adoration as were possible. Five men only received
. the Communion, not thirty, as you had been given to believe would be
arranged. For thIS one handful of communicants two men stood at
each end of the row holding a length of white veil before them. They
received on their tongues.
During the Canon of the Mass a Greek Archbishop arrived. He
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wore a black and curious violet and yellow cape, and carried a long
wand. The crucifer and clergy proceeded to meet him and conduct
him to the centre of a throne, which had been erected for him. As
they advanced he held up his hand to bless them. After the blessing
the Bishop of Nassau returned to his throne, and eleven clergymen in
cottas and red stoles, accompanied by servers, carried fiery crosses up
to him to bless. He imparted his blessing by making the sign of the
Cross in the air over them and saying: " . . . bless and sanctify these
crosses, that wheresoever they may be brought . . . Our Father.
Hail, Mary." After this each bearer advanced with his fiery cross
for the Bishop to receive and hand it back again.
GREAT CONCLUDING PROCESSION.

The serVIce concluded WIth an " enormous Procession" (description
of Daily Telegraph) of everything and everybody who had been prominent in the arena. It made a circuit of the ground. The Orthodox
Archbishop and the Bishop of Nassau gave their blessing to the genuflecting people. Afterwards the Bishop returned alone and knelt
before the "altar" to say his thanksgiving. Before this was concluded the workmen had taken off their coats and started to remove
tbe structure, but they were called off for a moment whilst the Bishop
concluded his devotions.
DEVOTIONAL ATMOSPHERE IMPOSSIBLE.

As I surmised when I entered my first protest, and as I affirmed in
my personal interview, there was no possibility of that deep devotional
atmosphere you had thought of. In the grandstand kneeling wa
practically impossible and many who attempted to kneel were forced
to resort simply to bending forward in their seats. My description
of the ceremony shows how far removed the whole service was
from the institution of the Lord's Supper and from the mind of our
reformed Church. It was a huge spectacle, well pleasing enough to
such as desire sensuous display and who have imbibed a love for imitation Roman ceremonial, but equally repellant to all truly sober and
conscientious sons of the Church of England.
The ground was by no means full, and clearly I have shown, by the
petition I presented to you last week, that there are many more persons
disturbed by the tolerance of such a Mass than those who have been
led to desire it.
ILLEGAL ·ELEVATION.

Apart altogether from the spectacular parades and the display of
dresses by the participants in the centre of the field, the real offence
in this Mass was the exaggerated elevation of the Host, and in this
lies the crux of the Reformation.
I remind your Lordship of the judgment of Sir Robert Phillimore on
this matter in the case of Martin v. Mackonochie, when he said: "It
is clear that those who guided the Church of England through this
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process of restoration of primitive antiquity were of opinion that the
elevation was so connected with the repudiated doctrine of Transubstantiation, as distinguished from the Real Presence, that it ought not
to be suffered to remain."
In a previous conversation with you I made reference to the Conference at Farnham Castle in 1925 on Reservation, when Mr. F. C. Eeles
made a full statement on this question, in the which he pointed out
that the introduction of the elevation of the Host, with the bringing in
of torches, the use of incense and sacring bell, and genuflections, arose
only in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries-that is, after the Berengarian controversy and the general acceptance of a belief in Transubstantiation.
The dilemma is this: the Reformers were either right or wrong.
If they were right, then the Anglo-Catholic " High Mass" is wrong,
and you should not hesitate for two minutes to say so.
I am sending a copy of this letter to all the English Bishops, for I
feel the time has come to ask the united Episcopate, as a counter to
the recent Anglo-Catholic appeal for tolerance, whether it is really
their desire to throw a cloak of protection over such a service. Only
a short time since the 1928 Prayer Book (twice rejected by the House of
Co=ons) was to be the limit of tolera.tion. Is that standard (repudiated by the nation) now to be taken down by the Bishops, and is the
future standard of allowance to be the type of service defiantly conducted in the Chelsea football ground ~ Nothing less than this is
involved in the challenge made by Sunday morning's" High 1ass"
of the Anglo-Catholic Congress.-Yours faithfully,

J. A. KEN'

IT.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By the kindness of Mr. and Mrs. Peak a Garden Meeting was held at
" Appledore," Lumley Road, Horley, Surrey, on Wednesday, June 11th,
over which Mr. J. Raven presided. A report of the Ladies' Working
Party was read, and addresses in reference to the work of the Society
were given by Mr. WaIter, of Scaynes Hill, and the Secretary. The
Anniversary of the Hornsey Rise Home was held on Friday, July 4th,
the service being well attended. A much appreciated sermon was
preached by Mr. Leigh Hunt from 2 Corinthians iv. 6, 7, 8, in which
he dwelt upon the four contrasts presented. In the afternoon the
ladies held their annual Sale of Work on behalf of the Benevolent Fund.
This was kindly opened by Mrs. Chambers, and the result was most
encouraging.
A Garden Meeting will (D.V.) be held at" Trafalgar," Fourth Avenue,
Frinton-on-Sea (by kind permission of Miss Pedley) on Wednesday,
August 6th, at 3 o'clock, when friends in the locality will be warmly
welcomed. A service will be held at Ebenezer Chapel, Richmond
Street, Brighton, on the evening of August 13th, on behalf of the
Society.

