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.. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

BEGOTTEN WITH THE WORD OF TRUTH.
"0/ His Own will begat He us with the word

0/ truth,"-JAMES i. 18.

THE Word of GOD is described in this chapter in a threefold way.
It is called "the word of truth" in relation to the new birth
(verse 18).
It is called "the engrafted word" in relation to the salvation
of GOD'S people. "The engrafted word ... is able to serve
your souls" (verse 21). It is called" the perfect law of liberty"
(verse 25), because it is the means of delivering GOD'S people from
spiritual bondage.
We propose specially in this Family Portion to fix our reader's
attention on the Word 0/ truth i'l:b relation to the new birth or to the
regeneration 0/ a sinner.
Our LORD says, "Thy word is truth" (John xvii. 17). That
word is synonymous with the Gospel, which is GOD'S word telling
us how He has arranged for the eternal salvation of His elect
people. Writing to the Ephesian saints, the apostle says, "In
Whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth; the
Gospel of your salvation" (Eph. i. 13). The same apostle speaks
of " the word of the truth of the Gospel" (Col. i. 5).
Now the Epistle of James speaks of the word of truth in relation
to the new birth. "Of His Own will begat He us with the word
of truth." We who have faith in our LORD JESUS CHRIST (see
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chapter ii. 1) were brought forth, begotten, born again with" the
word of truth." There is a close connection between the new
birth of a sinner and" the word of truth." This is clearly taught
in other passages. For example; the apostle says, "The Gospel
of CHRIST ... is the power of GoD unto salvation" (Rom. i. 16).
Again, he says to theCorinthian saints, "In CHRIST JESUS I have
begotten you through the Gospel" (1 Cor. iv. 15). The apostle
was the means of their regeneration through the Gospel-" the
Word of truth." The Gospel is that message through which men
are saved (see 1 Cor. xv. 1, 2).
The close connection between the word of truth and the new
birth is also asserted by the Apostle Peter. He says, " Being born
again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word
of GOD, which liveth and abideth for ever" (1 Pet. i. 23). This
great truth is illustrated in the whole history of the Church. On
the day of Pentecost, and all through the early history of the Church,
it is clear that there has been a close connection between the
preaching of the Word or the Gospel, and the regeneration, conversion and justification of those who heard the message. Take
the case of those who were instrumental in founding the Church at
Antioch. They preached the LORD JESUS, "and the hand of the
LORD was with them: and a great number believed, and turned
unto the LORD " (A~ts xi. 20, 21).
"It pleased GOD," the apostle says, "by the foolishness of
preaching to save them that believe" (1 Cor. i. 21).
Sometimes the reading of the Word, without the human messenger, has had the same result.
Yet we know both from the'Word of GoD, and from history and
experience, that the preaching of the Word is not followed by the
regeneratioJi of all who hear it. We read that when Paul expounded
the word in Rome from morning till evening, "some believed the
things which were spoken, and some believed not" (Acts xxviii.
23, 24). They all heard the same truths, but all did not believe, all
were not regenerated. Why·~ According to many present-day
teachers the hearer of the word decides for himself whether he will
be regenerated or not, or whether he will be saved or not. If this
is so, then the man who is saved is really his own Saviour, and
may take credit to himself for his own salvation: We have before
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us a new quarterly magazine for young people edited by a Cambridge and Ridley Hall man (The Pathfinder, January, 1931). The
Editor says, '" Every man decideth which way his soul shall go.'
The LORD JESUS will try in many ways to bring you to a choice
of His way. He cannot do more, the final choice is in your hands.
You are the dictator of your own life, and you must make the
decision as to which way you choose. I believe GOD will do anything and everything shorl; of forcing you, to save you from choosing
the wrong road-but force you He will Dot."
The writer of this extract fails to give any Scripture for such
teaching. Where in Scripture are we taught that our LoRD JESUS
only tries to save sinners ~ Are we not told that He "came into
the world," not to try to save, but" to save sinners" ~ " The
SON of MAN is come to seek and to save that which was lost"
(Luke xix. 10). If our salvation depends wholly in the last resort
on our own free will, where comes in the doctrine of human inability
taught by our LORD ~ He says, "No man can come to Me, except
the FATHER Which hath sent Me draw him." Moreover, so far
from there being any uncertainty, as the result of its being left to
man's own decision and choice, our LORD teaches that all His
elect shall certainly come to Him and be saved. He will bring
them, and they shall certainly hear His .voice and be numbered
amongst the one flock. He says, " All that the FATHER giveth Me
shall come to Me; and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast
out" (John vi. 37, 44; x. 16).
How can "a sinner" dead in trespasses and sins" (Eph. ii. 1)
decide for himself" which way his soul shall go ".~ The regeneration of the Ephesian saints was-not left to their own choice. They
were spiritually dead, and GOD by His SPIRIT quickened them,
saved them, and created them in CHRIST JESUS. They were His
workmanship, and they were saved "to the praise of the glory of
His grace," not to the praise of the glory of their own free will (see
Eph. i. 5-7; ii. 1, 4-10).
Again we ask, Why are not all who hear the word of truth saved
and regenerated~ Why is it that only some (and they in a great
minority) who hear the Word are really regenerated and saved ~
We think the answer is found in our LORD'S teaching in the parable
of the Sower.
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In that parable our LoRD teaches us that " the seed is the Word
of GOD" (Luke viii. ll). The ground in or on which the seed is
sown is spoken of as the wayside, stony, thorny, or good ground.
These different kinds of ground represent different conditions of
the human heart. Those whose hearts are represented by the
hard wayside ground hear the word, but the devil comes and
" aketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe
and be saved."
Those whose hearts are like the rocky ground at first receive the
word with joy, but they have no root, and in time of temptation
fall away.
Those whose hearts are like the thorny ground hear the word,
but their hearts are preoccupied "with cares and riches and
pleasures of this life." Hence the word is choked, and they" bring
no fruit to perfection."
On the other hand, "that on the good ground are they, which
in an- honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and
bring forth fruit with patience" (Luke viii. 11-15). Thus the
same word of truth, the same Gospel, may be proclaimed to four
different kinds of hearers, but it has lasting and saving effect only
in the case of one kind. Why 1 The seed in the one case is sown
on "good ground," i.e., on ground previously ploughed up and
prepared by a living agent. Does not this plainly teach that the
heart must be prepared by the agency of the Regenerating SPIRIT
of GOD ere the Word of truth can have any saving effect ~ In
other words the dead sinner must be previously quickened by the
HOLY GHOST-regenerated and born again by His power. Then
only does the Word take saving effect. This quickening, lifegiving, regenerating action of the Spirit generally takes place in
connection with the preaching of the Word of truth. The quickened and awakened sinner then apprehends the truth about his
sin, and the penalty which his sins deserve, and the truth about
CHRIST bearing the penalty of His sins, and under the influence of
the SPIRIT he trusts in the blood and righteousness of CHRIST, is
filled with joy and peace, and is manifested as one who is born
'-again of the SPIRIT. Strictly speaking, he is born again of THE
SPIRIT, but the manifestation of the new birth results from the
apprehension of the Word of truth, the Gospel of the grace of GOD.
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It is therefore only when the Gospel comes to the hearers "in
power and in the HOLY GHOST" that saving effects are manifested.
The preacl1i.ng is then "in demonstration of the SPIRIT and of
power," and the faith of those affected by it does not " stand in
the wisdom of men, but in the power of GOD" (1 Cor. ii. 4, 5).
Until the ground of the heart is prepared-or, to put it in another
way, until the sinner is previously quickened, and awakened, and
made ready by the SPIRIT-the Word of truth has no saving effect.
The Word alone, apart from the previous work of the SPIRIT, has
no saving effect.
On that first sabbath day at Philippi Paul Rpake unto all the
women gathered by a river side, but we read only of one who was
savingly affected by His words, and the reason given was' that
the LORD had opened her heart (Acts xvi. 13-15).
Now notice the important words"OF HIS OWN WILL begat He us."
The regeneration of GOD'S people is due solely to GoD'S will. It
does not say, "Of my own free will was I born again with the
word of truth," but" of HIS own will" was I begotten. He, GOD,
by His SPIRIT, is the Author of the new birth, His people are
" born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor 0/ the will 0/
man, but 0/ GoD" (John i. 13).
Even in regard to natural births no man can say he arranged or
willed his own birth. He had no hand in his birth. He was born
because he could not help being born. So in the new birth, no
man wills to be born again. No man can arrange or bring about
either his own spiritual birth or the spiritual birth of anyone else.
It is not" of the will of man; but of GOD." It follows that the
glory of it is due solely and wholly to GOD. Human boasting is
wholly excluded. GOD does not "regenerate men through any
consideration of their will, works, and merits; nor have these
any influence at all upon it; but He begets of His Own free grace
and favour, and of His rich and abundant mercy, and of His
sovereign will and pleasure, according to His counsels and
purposes of old" (Dr. Gill).
As the new birth is of GOD'S Own will, so it takes place at His Own
time. We cannot arrange when a new birth shall take place. We
may and should pray that the Word of the LORD may have free
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course and be glorified. We may rightly pray that, if it be GoD'S
good pleasure, His regenerating power may be put forth every
time the Gospel is preached, and whenever we bring Gospel truth,
either by word or pen, to the notice of others, but until the time
to favour. a sinner is come, that sinner remains dead in trespasses
and sins.
" So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but
of GOD that sheweth mercy" (Rom. ix. 16). How humbling is
this great truth when it is meekly received! How it removes all
ground of human boasting or self-congratulation!. How it obliges
us unreservedly to own that· our salvation is wholly and entirely
due to the riches of GOD'S grace, and to the good pleasure of His
will! We must needs say, "By the grace of GOD I am what I am."
"Not unto us, 0 LORD, not unto us, but unto Thy name give
glory" (Ps. cxv. 1). This truth does not beget a censorious spirit
towards others who perceive it not; for it is no credit to us, if we
see this truth revealed in the Word of truth. Any spiritual discernment we have is wholly of His grace. Oh, then, let us humble
ourselves, by His grace, under His mighty hand. Let us walk
softly before Him, and give unto Him unceasing thanks that He
has thought fit, according to His Own good pleasure, to number us,
who are equally with others deserVing of hell,-to number us
amongst His Own redeemed and regenerated children.
" 0 had He not pitied the state you were· in,
Your bosoms His love had ne'er felt;
You all would have lived, would have died, too, in sin,
And sunk with the load of your guilt.
"Then give Him. the glory all due to His name,
To Him all the glory belongs;
Be yours the high joy still to sound forth His fame,
And crown Him with jubilant songs! "
(George Keith.)
Whitington V icarWJe,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR

(Thomas Houghton).

" Indeed, Sir, you have no ability to pray till God poureth out a Spirit
of gr~ce and supplication on you (Zech. xii. 10). You may forc~ your
lips to say a prayer, and say it often; but cannot force your heart to
like it."-John Berridge.
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THE WORD IN RELATION TO OUR SALVATION AND
OUR WALK.
" Receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your
souls. But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceivmg
your own selves."-JAMEs i. 21, 22.

IN our Family Portion we have thought of the Word of truth in
relation to regeneration. We wo~uld now endeavour to consider
the Word in relation to our salvation and our daily walk and
conversation.
1. First, let us think of the Word in relation to salmtion generally.
The Lord's people are exhorted to "receive with meekness the
engrafted word, which is able to sat'e your souls." The words are
addressed to those who are already saved through faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ. In their case the Word is implanted (as" engrafted"
might be translated) in them by the Spirit and through the instrumentality of preachers of the Word. It becomes, so to speak, part
of themselves, and takes deep root in them. This, as we saw in our
Family Portion, is due to the fact that they have been previously
quickened and made ready to receive it by the Holy Spirit. The
word thus implanted is able to save the souls of God's people. It
is able to make them wise unto salvation through faith which is in
Christ Jesus (see 2 Tim. iii. 15). It reveals to them their need of
salvation. It communicates to them the knowledge of how sinners
can be saved.. It reveals to them the God Who in love sent the
Saviour to seek and to save the lost. It reveals to them the Saviour
Who came and secured all the blessing~ of salvation by His obedience
unto death. When, therefore, the Holy Spirit convinces men of
their sins, and testiDes of Christ to their souls, the Word which He
uses to these ends makes them wise unto salvation, and instrumentally brings them into the enjoyment of salvation. They see Christ
as an " able, willing, suitable, complete and only Saviour." They
see themselves as guilty and hell-deserving sinners, but they also
see Christ as the Saviour Who has redeemed them from the merited
curse of the law which they have broken and by Whose stripes
they are healed and saved. Being washed, sanctified and justified
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in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God they
are able to say, God" hath saved us, and called us with an holy
calling, not according to our works, but according to His Own
.purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the
world began" (2 Tim. i. 9). The great theme of the Word of truth
is Christ, the only and the almighty Saviour. "There is none
other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be
saved." " To Him give all the prophets witness, that through His
name whosoever believeth in Him shall receive remission of sins"
(Acts iv. 12; x. 43).
",Vhat an infinite, unspeakable, and eternal mercy it is, dear
readers, if the Word of truth has been so implanted in our hearts
that we have been brought to an experimental knowledge of salvation from the wrath to come. We can never thank the God of all
grace too much, or too often, for having revealed Christ the Saviour
to our souls. He might justly have left us to perish, but in His love
and in His pity He redeemed us.
"Then give Him the glory all due to His name,
To Him all the glory belongs;
Be yours the high joy still to sound forth His fame,
And crown Him with jubilant songs!"
(George Keith, 1787.)

The implanted word, however, is able continuously to exercise
a saving power over God's people.
The psalmist says, "Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I
might not sin against Thee" (Ps. cxix. 11). The child of God needs
to be continuously saved from the commission of sin. His constant
aim should be to "sin not." - That he does sin he has with utter
shame to acknowledge, but his desire is to "walk worthy of the
Lord, unto all pleasing." To this end the Word of truth, accompanied by the Spirit, exercises a saving power. The Word read,
pondered, laid up in the heart, and prayed over, is a great power to
keep the believer from walking in sin. "By the word of Thy lips,"
says David, "I have kept me from the paths of the destroyer"
(Ps. xvii. 4). "Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? "
The answer is, "By taking heed thereto according to Thy word"
(Ps. cxix. 9). It was thus that our Lord Jesus Christ resisted the
devil. He took heed to His Father's Word. The word is a lamp
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unto our feet, and a light unto our path, so that we may be guarded
from stumbling and falling into sin.
If, however, the Word of truth is to exercise a daily influence
on our walk and conversation it must be daily read, marked and
inwardly digested. Our delight must be in the law of the Lord,
and in His law must we meditate day and night. Why is it that
many believers are markedly inconsistent in their walk 1 Is it not
because they largely neglect the private and prayerful reading
and study of the Word of truth 1 We all need to be able to say in
fuller degree, "0 how love I Thy law! It is my meditation all
the day" (Ps. cxix. 97).
.
2. Secondly, let us consider some practical exhortations in relation
to the Word.
First, we are to be swift to hear the Word.
After teaching that God" of His Own will begat He us with the
Word of truth," it is added, "Wherefore, my beloved brethren,
let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath" (James
i. 19).
The meaning apparently is, "Let every believing man be swift
to hear the Word of truth." Let him be quick, fleet, speedy to
hear the Word of God. Let him so value the opportunities, week
by week, of hearing the precious truths of God's Wordthat he will
put away all sloth and swiftly and speedily avail himself of the
privilege of a Gospel ministry. How many are deprived of a Gospel
ministry, and feel that there is a famine of hearing the Word! Yet
it is to be feared that many who are within reach of a Gospel
ministry do not value it as they ought.
Then, every man is to be slow to speak. This may mean slow
to take upon himself the preaching of God's Word. Some who
are only babes in knowledge think they are expert enough in the
knowledge oi Divine truth to become preachers. A full and faithful preaching of the Word cannot be lightly undertaken. We
have heard of some who think they may rightly preach without
previous prayer, thought and meditation. Such men are not likely
to feed the flock with nourishing food.
A man cannot be " mighty in the Scriptures" unless he prayerfully and constantly studies them; they need to be daily read
and pondered. Let every man be slow to preach until God has
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given him a message, and until he has given himself to much
prayer and study beforehand.
Moreover, let every man be slow to speak against God's word,
and "slow to wrath" against the truth of God. When our Lord
preached in the synagogue of Nazareth, "all they in the synagogue,
when they heard these things, were filled with wrath" (Luke iv. 28).
The history of the Christian Church shows that many who have
heard the Word of God have manifested wrath and antagonism
against it. We, on one occasion, quoted iu an address the whole
of John vi. 37, and a clergyman present took exception to our
doing so. He would not have minded if we had quoted, "Him
that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out," but he evidently
objected to the first part of the verse being quoted. Yet the
whole verse was spoken by our Lord Jesus Christ.
Another time a lady called on us, and in reply to some remark she
made we quoted the 9th of Romans, whereupon she put her fingers
in her ears, and said, "Don't quote the 9th of Romans to me."
There is evidently a deliberate determination on the part of many
professing Christians to omit all reference to large parts of the
Word of God, and to kick against the truths which those parts set
forth. We should be "slow to wrath" in relation to any part of
the inspired Word of God.
Secondly, we need to receive the Word at God with meekness.
Instead of being wrathful in relation to the Word we are to "lay
apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with
meekness the engrafted (or implanted) Word."
"Meekness," in verse 21, is opposed to "wrath" in verse 19.
The Word is to be received with mildness and gentleness of temper.
It is to be .received submissively. As a new-born babe desires
the sincere milk of the Word, and drinks it in submissively and
joyfully, so we are to receive without any question the whole of
the Word of truth. Like the Bereans, we are to "receive the
Word with all readiness of mind" (Acts xvii. 11). Like the Thessaloniam, we are to receive the 'Word of God, "not as the word
of men, but as it is in truth the Word of God which effectually
worketh also in you that believe" (2 Thess. ii. 13). Some parts
of the Word maybe mysterious and hard to be understood, but
it ill becomes us to reply against God. The man to whom God

333

The Gospel Magazine

looks is one who is " poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at
My Word" (Isa. lxvi. 2).
Thirdly, we are to be doers of the Word.
"Be ye doers of the Word and not hearers only." Some might
be swift to hear the Word and yet fail very lamentably to be doers
thereof. The hearing should result in doing. Those who hear the
Word need so to lay it' to heart, that they will meekly receive all
its doctrines, and give diligent heed, in humble dependence on
Divine grace, to walk according to its holy precepts.
"Blessed are they that hear the Word of God, and keep it"
(Luke xi. 28). The godly man who delights in the law of the Lord
and meditates therein day and night is one who" walketh not in
the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor
sitteth in the seat of the scornful." He is a holy man, a man who
walketh in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy
Ghost. What reason the Lord's pe0,Ple have to pray,." May the fruits of Thy salvation
In our hearts and lives abound."
May we then have grace to be swift to hear all the precious
truths of God's holy and inspired Word. May we be delivered
from all resentment against any of its doctrines or precepts. May
we be enabled meekly and submissively to receive without question
all the doctrines of God's grace, and may we be doers of the Word
and not hearers only.
"Unfold, 0 Lord, to us unfold
The wonders of the sacred page;
The things by prophets sung of old,
And handed down from age to age;
The things that Jesus said and did,
And all that from the world lies. hid.
" The child-like spirit, Lord, impart,
That with implicit faith receives
The living word, and in the heart
Deposits that which it believes,
There, Lord, to work Thy sovereign will,
. And all Thy pleasure to fulfil."
.
(Thomas Kelly.)
Wfl,itington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR

(Thomas Houghton).
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¥ilgrim lIJaperSl.
WELLSPRINGS.
" Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and He shall strengthen thine
heart: wait, I say, on the LORD."-PSALM xxvii. 14.
WHAT would you and I do, fellow-believer, without the mercy-seat?
What indeed!
" Yet who that knows the worth of prayer,
But wishes to be often there."
Is it not oft-times the language of your oppressed heart, " I flee unto
Thee to hide me "? and is it not likewise the desire of your heart, and
the comfort of it also, that you can betake yourselves to the throne
of grace and pour out there all your complaints? "So will I go in
unto the King, which is not according to the law, and if I perish, I
perish." Quite right, Queen Esther, in your resolve. But blessed be
our King, it is according to His Gospel that He will save them to the
uttermost that come unto God by Him, and none ever perished at
His feet.
And likewise does not the burden feel lifted and your heart cheered
when you have been to your Refuge? Now the Psalmist knew much
of the exercise of prayer, and he indeed had need to. He was a man
made up of prayer, made it his habitual exercise, " morning, noon and
evening," and when, as again and again his enemies pursued him, he
knew his refuge and relief. "But I give myself unto prayer"he says. So we can understand the exhortation of our text, its
urgency, and reiteration. It was wrung from a heart that had
proved full well the blessedness and the privilege of having a God
upon Whom he could wait all the day and every day, and wait not
in vain. And notice, those thus urged to wait on the Lord are
characters described such as in Psalm xxxi. 24, "All ye that hope
in the Lord," and who know that the Lord is alone their Helper
and Deliverer. They have long since ceased from man, and they can
! ay, "Truly, my soul waiteth upon God," and in the same Psalm,
"My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectation is from
Him" (lxii. 1. 5). And again in one of the songs of degrees, as the
people made their way by stages, from hilltop to hilltop with many
a valley between, they say, " I wait for the Lord, my soul doth wait,
and in His word do I hope. My soul waiteth for the Lord more than
they that watch for the morning" (cxxx. 5, 6). So these waiting ones
can lay claim to expecting deliverance, and will one day sing the high
praises of the God of their salvation, " Lo, this is our God; we have
waited for Him, and He will save us; this is the Lord; we have waited
for Him, we will be glad and rejoice in His salvation" (Isa. xxv. 9).
It may be 80 long and weary waiting, beloved! Your God may have
hidden Himself in some cloud, but it will have been worth all the
waiting when the deliverance comes! "For the vision is yet for an
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appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it
tarry, wait for it; because it shall surely come, it will not tarry"
(Hab. ii. 3). And has He forgotten to be gracious meanwhile 1 Did
He completely cut off your hope 1 Did He not in that long time of
waiting and trial of faith quiet your exercised heart and troubled mind
with some sweet word and remind you, " I know the thoughts that I
think towards you, thoughts of peace and not of evil to give you an
expected end" 1 Yes, even the end of the long trial and the fulfilment
of the expectation for which you hung all your weight upon Him. Ah!
beloyed, our God is a God of holiness and" once" has He sworn that
He will not lie unto David.
Now let us briefly take up the exhortation of our text and see what it
includes. "Wait on the Lord," for in waiting there will certainly be
anticipation, expectancy; and then realization of our hope, and likewise praise in our hearts as He fulfils His word. "To wait," according
to our dictionaries, is "to stay in expectation; to rest in patient
expectation; to wait or attend as a servant." The child of God
knows all this full well in his spiritual experience. But of this we are
quite sure, that the Lord Himself commands and encourages all the
members of His living family to wait upon Him; whilst they know
that there is none other Refuge to whom they can flee. "It is good
that a man should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the
Lord."
"'Tis sweet to count up answered prayers,
And call to mind forgotten cares;
To trace the way the answer came,
And pra.ise Jehovah's gra.cious name.
.. Sweet to reca.ll our feeble cry,
Now answered by a full supply;
Sweet to enjoy the blessing sought,
Enjoyed, because by Jesus bought.
" Though foes conspire, and friends depart,
Still prayer will reach our Father's heart;
Still God-Who makes His flock His care,
Will hear and answer every prayer."
(From the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, 1845.)

And what makes the believer's prayer potent, acceptable and effectual
in Jehovah's ear 1 What brings the blessing down and the gracious,
though it may be the long-delayed, answer 1 It is when you plead
in Jesu's Name! That is the secret. That is the source of hope, and
that is the only Name, through Whom you can and dare approach the
throne of heavenly grace. David set this forth very sweetly when he
begged of his God that" the lifting up of his hands might be as the
evening sacrifice." Indeed, all the prayers recorded in Scripture of
the saints had an eye to this; for all our prayers must be through the
great Propitiation, through the all-prevailing merits of Calvary's Lamb.
Toplady puts it very beautifully, "Whenever you approach the
throne of grace, in a way of supplication and thanksgiving, let your
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hope of acceptance and gracious audience be singly founded on the
righteousness, the atonement and intercession of Christ. Our spiritual
sacrifices are sanctified, by ascending from the altar of His. mediation,
and then only enter the presence chamber above, where mingled with
the rich, interceding prayer. This was, probably, one reason why,
under the Old Testament dispensation, the prevalence of prayer is so
often assigned to the time of the evening sacrifice; as pointing at the
death of Christ, Who afterwards expired on the cross, about the ninth
hour of the day, near the time of the evening oblation. Hence it was
that Abraham's sacrifice received a gracious answer, being offered
about the going down of the sun. Isaac went out to pray at eventide.
Elijah, at Mount Carmel, prayed and offered at the time of evening
sacrifice; Ezra fell on his knees and spread out his hands, at the'
evening sacrifice; David begs that his prayer might be available, in.
virture. of the evening sacrifice; and Daniel, at prayer, was touched
by the angel, about the time of the evening oblation. All to show the
prevalency of our aCCeSS to the throne of grace, by the powerful merit
and intercession of Christ, Who W;l.S the acceptable evening sacrifice."
Does not this encourage .you, dear tempted, tried, and tossed soul 1.
You may be weary' with long waiting and ready to cry out with the
disconsolate prophet, " What should I wait for the Lord any longer? "
but somehow in a way you cannot explain to yourself you cannot give
up; somehow you yet cling to the noms of the altar; and right through
the dark valley of Achor you perceive just a glimmer of light, as a little
star shining through the dark night, and there, sure enough, is the door
of Hope at the end of all your weeping way.
I once read of a dying saint who had no great assurance of her salvation, but she kept expressing her hope in the telling words, "Oh!
Christ has gone into heaven with His ' uttermost,' " and that was her
hope and plea in His mercy, and a sure and blessed ground for hope
it was; looking by faith alone unto Him Who is "able also to save
them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him." Oh, this waiting
for God is no vain thing. The answer, even though it be long delayed,
will surely come, and the exercised heart will presently be singing of
the delivering mercies of his God. Around us everything is disappointing and discouraging-and the world at large, politically, ecclesiastically
and socially, is chaos and confusion. Laws are set at defiance and every
.man is a law u.uto himself. Infidelity 'is increasing; God and His
precious Word are se.t at nought; His Holy Day is dishonoured, and
men are" lovers of pleasures I)1o:r;e than lovers of God."
What is the believer's attitude meanwhile? Does he give way to
despondency and dejection? Grieve ·he doe~, and well he may; and
weep he will as he sees this land he loved so well so sinfully and grievously departing from God. But faith sees Jesus upon His throne.
He is King, be the earth never so unquiet, and faith asks the question,
," Art Thou not He, 0 Lord our God? therefore we will wait upon
Thee." And a,gain, " Therefore t.urn thou to thy God; keep mercy and
judgment; an.dwait on thy God continu.ally." ..
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Beloved, let our resolve be like that of one of old, " And I will wait
upon the Lord, that hideth His face from the house of Jacob, and
I will look for Him" (Isa. viii. 17). And bound up in that gracious
resolution you will' find there is Another Who also waits! "And
therefore will the Lord.wait, that He may be gracious unto you, and
therefore will He be exalted, that He may have mercy upon you:
for the Lord i~ a God of judgment; blessed are all they that wait for
Him" (xxx. 18). Oh! blessed exercises, however severely faith and
hope are tried! You prove again and again how " They that wait
upon the Lord shall renew their strength" (Isa. xl. 31). Also how
blessed is the promise, " Thou shalt know that I am the Lord; for they
shall not be ashamed that wait for Me" (xlix. 23). All true prayer
will include, as we have seen, in the life of every believer, waiting,
anticipating, realizing and praising. May you and I be ready with
this grateful acknowledgment upon our lips and in our hearts, "I
sought the Lord and He heard me and delivered me from all my
fears."
R.
CHRISTIAN BEHAVIOUR.
let those who through grace have attained to worship God
in spirit and in truth, be careful to adorn and hold fast their profession.
You see your calling, brethren; let the name of Christian always
remind you of.your high obligation to, and continual dependence upon,
the Author of your faith. Use it as a means to animate and regulate
your whole behaviour. And if, upon some occasions, you find some
undeserved ill offices or unkind constructions, wonder not at it; thus
it must and will be, more or less, to all who would exercise themselves
in keeping a conscience void of offence (Acts xxiv. 16). Yet be careful
to model your actions by the rule of God's Word. Our Lord says,
" Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and
say all manner of evil against you falsely, for My sake" (Matt. v. 11).
Observe, first, the evil spoken of you must be false and groundless;
and secondly, the cause must be for the sake of Christ, and not for any
singularities of your own, either In sentiment or practice, which you
cannot clearly maintain from Scripture. It is a great blessing when the
innocence and simplicity of the dove are happily blended with true
wisdom. It is a mercy to be kept from giving unnecessary offence in
these times of division and discord. Endeavour that a principle of
love to God and to mankind for His sake, may have place in all your
actions; this will be a secret, seasonable, and infallible guide in a
thousand incidents where particular rules cannot reach.-John Newton.
FINALLY,

" I BELIEVE few Christians have gone through more mental suffering
than I have, or been more weighed down by the sense of iniquity.
Blessed be God's holy name, He has pardoned abundantly; but I
daily need to be washed, to be purified by the precious blood, to say
daily, ' God be merciful to me a sinner.' "-The late Rev. W. Pennefather.
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SnmonfJ anb N ottfJ of SermonfJ.
A GLORIOUS PROSPECT.

A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON.
" There shall be no night there."-REVELATION xxii. 5.
GOD'S people pass through many dark nights of oppression and sorrow,
but it is a profitable experience for the people of God. We read in
the book of Job, the thirty-fifth chapter and the tenth verse, that" He,"
that is the Lord Jehovah, " giveth songs in the night." Now, dear
friends, if the Lord graciously reveals Himself to us in our night of
darkness so as to set us singing, it is a profitable experience for us,
and it proves that the Lord has a tender regard for us still when we
cannot see Him. It proves that these seasons are a time of profitable
experience, although at the time it seems painful to the last degree.
David was not a stranger to periods of darkness, for he says in the
seventeenth Psalm, the third verse-I expect you have often noticed it
-" Thou hast visited me in the night," for God visits His people in
the night as well as in the day. Sometimes we think that the Lord
only visits us in the daytime, but the Lord visits in the darkness as
well as in the light. He visits us in our distress as well as when we
are full of joy. He visits us when the soul is in darkness as well as
when it is basking in the sunshine of His felt Presence. "Thou hast
visited me in the night." "Oh, visit me with Thy salvation," is the
cry of the living soul. And then further on in the history of the
Psalmist he tells us, in the forty-second Psalm, the eighth verse, " Yet
the Lord will command His lovingkindness in the daytime "-and so
He does. He commands His lovingkindness. The Lord has perfect
control over all His perfections and attributes, and He commands His
lovingkindness to be realized and felt in the heart of the poor, needy
believer. But it is added, " In the night His song shall be with me,
and my prayer unto the God of my life "-the God of my natural life
through Whom I live, and moye, and have my being; the God of my
spiritual life, and every believer is brought to know that he cannot
breathe a single spiritual breath without the Lord; the God of my
eternal life, that imperishable life which every believer has, although
he is not always in the intelligible enjoyment of it. "My prayer is
unto the God of my life." Seasons of darkness are often praying
times, and if that is the result, if that is the purpose of God in permitting
the darkness to come, let us bless Him for it, for we should never know
what it is to go to Him in distress and to plead earnestly with Him, to
cry unto Him from the heart in that way, unless we were brought
into such a condition that we felt we needed His help, and that speedily,
because ours is a necessitous, yea, a desperate case. Yet again, in the
·seventy-seventh Psalm, the sixth verse, we have the Psalmist's reflection-the Psalmist Asaph-and he says: "I call to remembrance my
song in the night." It was night with him now, but a songless night.
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He had had nights of song in his past experience, but now he was
passing through a night of sighs. "I call to remembrance my song
in the night; I commune with mine own heart, and my spirit made
diligent search" to know the, reason of this despondency and distressmakes diligent search after Christ, seeking Him in the dark. And the
Lord was found of him. And thus we have his reflections. And next
to them we have his interrogations-he asks many questions. What,
he says, "Will the Lord cast off for ever ~ Will He be favourable no
more ~ Is His mercy clean gone for ever ~ Doth His promise fail
for evermore ~ Hath God forgotten to be gracious ~ Hath He in
anger shut up His tender mercies ~" Then comes his confession,
" This is my infirmity." "The Lord has not forgotten 1Ile, perhaps
I have forgotten Him. The Lord has not forgotten to be gracious,
perhaps I have forgotten to be thankful; perhaps I have forgotten
His mercies. Perhaps I have got into this season of darkness through
my own carelessness and sin. Yea, it is my infirmity, it is not His
forgetfulness." And then notice his determination: "I will remember
the years of the right hand of the Most High. I will remember the
works of the Lord; surely I will remember Thy wonders of old. I will
meditate also of all Thy work, and talk of Thy doings." What a
blessed employment! "I will remember." Oh, it is often used as a
means of deliverance from nights of darkness and distress, when the
Spirit of God brings the Lord's past mercies to remembrance, that we
remember the works of the Lord. The tongue will soon tell of His
marvellous doings. It is because we have forgotten. He says, " Hath
God forgotten ~ No, I have forgotten. I will remember the works of
the Lord. It is I that have forgotten, not He. I will remember."
And what a mercy when we remember. Often when we forget we
think it is the Lord Who has forgotten. No; He says, "0 Israel, tlwu
shalt not beforgoUen of Me."
And then, What is the Church's experience of the night ~ We turn
to the third chapter of the Song of Solomon, the first verse. You have
some painful experiences there which many of us are acquainted with.
" By night on my bed I sought Hipl Whom my soulloveth: I sought
Him, but I found Him not." What a mercy we can say, " Him Whom
my soulloveth." We shall never seek Him unless we love Him. "I
sought Him but I found Him not." The Lord had withdrawn Himself
on account of the drowsiness of the Church. Oh, let us, dear friends,
beware, and pray to God, and pray against spiritual drowsiness, for
we can depend upon it it means the backsliding heart, and then the
Lord will withdraw His conscious Presence from us, that we may feel
how different it is with us from what it was when we enjoyed that
Presence, and that we may long for His Presence again, and that we
may cry unto Him in our necessity, and then He comes in our extremity.
Then once more, in Isaiah xxvi. 9, "With my soul have I desired
Thee in the night." You observe, dear friends, how important it is
that we .have night experience as well as day; that we should have
the experience of God's people which is only begotten in.the darkness,
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as well as that which is begotten in the light. He says,'" With my soul
have I desired Thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within me will
I seek Thee early." The soul of the child of God, then, is frequently
in darkness, and many of you know it, and especially those of the
Lord's people who are much tried and exercised, and those whose faith
the Lord will test to the uttermost, as He did that of Job. He says:
" My desire is, that Job may be tried unto the end," or to the uttermost. The Lord, whenever He bestows spiritual graces, will also try
them. And He tests them in His Own crucible, and He causes the soul
to pass through seasons of darkness and distress in order that it may
value Him, and in order that it may remember the mighty deliverances
of Jehovah. "Thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance." Oh, what a comfort in turning from this suffering to know
that" there will be no night there."
But yet the night here upon earth is most profitable, as we have seen,
and it is beautifully described in that sweet hymn, some verses of
which we often sing here in this Church:
.. But flowers need night's cool darkness,
The moonlight and the dew j
So Christ, from one who loved it,
His shining oft withdrew:
And then, for cause of absence,
My troubled soul I scanned;
But glory, shadeless, dwelleth
In Immanuel's Land."

And that is what our text teaches us, " There shall be no night there."
And if you look at· the following verses you will see that night is
impossible there. "And they need no candle," that is, no lamp, for
they had no candles in oUr sense of the word in those days when the
Bible was written-" they need no candle, neither light of the sun "they need no artificiallig4t, they need no natural light, for they have
spiritual Divine light, " for the Lord God giveth them light: and they
shall reign for ever and ever." And you notice in the twenty-third
verse of the preceding chapter. we read that" the city had no need of
the sun," for the sun, you see, is only useful for this time state; they
have ·no need of the sun in the New Jerusalem state, in the Heavenly
City, " neither of the moon, to shine in it; for the glory of God did
lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof." And if you turn to the
sixtieth chapter of Isaiah, the nineteenth verse, you will find that these
words are almost quotations by the Holy Ghost from the Prophet.
There we read: "The sun shall be no more thy light by day; neither
for brightness shall the moon give light unto thee: but the Lord shall
be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory. Thy sun
shall no more go down; neither shall thy moon withdraw itself: for
the Lord shall be thine everlasting light," brighter than the moon or
the sun, " and the days of thy mourning shall be ended." "The night
is far spent, the day is at hand," that glorious unending day.
And what is meant by there being no night in Heaven 1 It means
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the immediate unveiled Presence of Christ continually with :gis people.
It means a joyful fellowship and communion with Him. It means
great gladness to Him that we shall be before His Throne day and
night-yea, continually. And it implies, dear friends, glory. It may
all be summed up in the one word, Glory. "There shall be no night
there "-the glory of God shining in the face of Jesus Christ. And
we shall see His face, and His Name shall be in our foreheads. We
shall see God. We shall behold Christ as He is. It is all contained in
these few precious ,thoughts gleaned from the Word of God, there shall
be no night in Heaven. And what a cause of thankfulness it should be,
and how it should cheer and encourage our hearts and the hearts of
God's dear people here this morning to know that the seasons of
despondency, of distress, of darkness, of perplexity, with the seasons
of felt desertion, will come to an end. There will be nothing of that
in Heaven-no night there, all day-eternal day, the Sun ever shining
in His glorious meridian, the Sun of righteousness. "Then shall the
righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father."
Thus, dear friends, :qlay our hearts be comforted and cheered this
morning with this glorious prospect, with this certain joyful hope and
expectation that there is first of all no night in the Presence of our
Lord. But in the meantime let us choose rather to "walk with God
in the night than to walk alone in the light." Let us remember that
when we sit in darkness the Lord shall be a light unto us. And let
us pray Him to light our candle and turn our darkness into light. And
remember, though weeping may endure for a night, joy, eternal joy,
cometh in the bright morning that shall appear, for" there shall be no
night there."
ITTAI THE GITTITE AND KING DAVID.
NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED BY PASTOR W. BROOKE, AT THE
TABERNACLE, HASTINGS, ON WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, MARCH 18TH
LAST, ON THE OCCASION OF HIS BEING WELCOMED THERE AS PASTOR.
(Communicated. )
" And lttai answered the king, and said, As the Lord liveth, and as my
lord the king liveth, surely in what place my lord the king shall be,
whether in death or life, even there also will thy servant be."2 SAMUEL xv. 2l.
WHAT sweetness there must have been to David's troubled mind and
heart as these words fell on his ears at this time of his bitter humiliation,
when the whole nation wellnigh seemed opposed to him, his friends
forsaking him and enemies gathering, and those who should have been
his comforters were his persecutors; when everything seemed like
disgrace, and ruin ahead of him; what must it have been to him to
have words like these spoken so simply and sincerely ,1
Here is one willirrg to share his sorrows as well as his joys-to
accompany him into the day of adversity as well as into the day of
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prosperity. One such is worth a thousand fair-weather friends. It
is the day of adversity that proves friends. I would ever encourage
friendliness and the expression of goodwill one to another, but when
it comes to the consideration of what is real downright friendship,
I believe the day of adversity proves that.
The prodigal was favoured with friends until he came to the end of
his prosperity; but David here found a real friend. The Lord, Who
stays His rough wind in the day of the east wind, and, as it is sometimes said, tempers the wind to the shorn lamb, caused this breath
of consolation to come into David's heart at a time when he would
naturally be fainting on account of his sorrows. The Lord has raised
up for us in our lives in an unexpected manner some such friends.
David might naturally conclude that Ittai the Gittite would not be
his friend at such a time; but the Lord would have him to be so.
Now these histories are not recorded merely for us to draw natural
conclusions from with regard to moral behaviour. There is wrapped
up in them a great deal of spiritual mystery-by mystery we mean
that which is hidden from the ordinary eye, and must be in some
special way manifested and made known by God.
I believe the life of David supplies us with many illustrations of the
greater David, David's King and Lord. If I am not making a mistake
this afternoon, and I trust I am not, for I wish to speak forth the
words of truth and soberness, there is something rather deeper in this
verse than a loving expression of friendship.
.
Let us look at a few particulars in connection with this noble speech
of Ittai-" As the Lord liveth, and as my lord the king liveth, surely
in what place my lord the king shall be, whether in death or life, even
there also will thy servant be." There is nothing giving rise to any
appearance of double-mindedness in connection with that. It is the
language of simplicity and sincerity.
Now, who is this man that thus speaks to David for his consolation ~
A Gittite. The Gittites belonged to Gath. He is a stranger, an exile.
That is what David calls him. "Wherefore goest thou with us ~
Return to thy place, and abide_with the king; for thou art a stranger,
and also an exile."
What caused this stranger, this exile, to cleave so closely to a man
of adversity and sorrow as David was at this time ~ Acquaintance with
him. Some knowledge of him. Ittai had been with David; he had
observed him, and discerned in him something worth knowing. David
was one whom he could follow, one he could cast in his lot with, and
that he would be happier with in adversity than with thousands of
others in prosperity.
What is it that turns strangers and aliens into friends, companions,
and brethren ~ What was it with Saul of Tarsus ~ It was coming
into contact with Jesus Christ. Jesus looked out of heaven upon
Saul of Tarsus. Where then was Saul of Tarsus with all his bitterness,
rancour', ~alice and blasphemy ~ One glimpse of Jesus Christ was
sufficient to undo Saul of Tarsus; and instead of being the great man
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of the Pharisees to root out the pestilent heresy, he is brought to the
feet of Jesus Christ.
Some of us can say, I have wandered seemingly as far as a poor
sheep can run away from God; no danger or death could make me
love Jesus Christ. I was bent on going further and further away.
"We have turned everyone to his own way." But where are we
to-day? When we are at His feet, can we look up and say, "Lord, I
cannot give such a bold testimony as the apostle, but I hope I can say:
" 'Far from Thee I faint and languish,
Oh, Thou Saviour, keep me nigh';
and
" lOne smile, one blissful smile of Thine
Thou dearest Lord, outweighs them all.'''
That means tribulation. "In the world ye shall have tribulationbut in :Me peace."
Some of the Lord's little ones here this afternoon have a willingness
to accept the path of suffering, but they have not the confidence of
Ittai to say to the Lord, "Whether in death or life, even there will
thy servant be." Some such will say, "If I suffered much I fear
I should go back." Good:Mr. Tiptaft once made the remark, "I
wonder how many of you that are hearing me preach the Word of God
would be here if you knew that in consequence of it you would be
taken into the market-place to-morrow morning and publicly
whipped." You may say, I am afraid to make any protestation of
what I would do or of what I could do, but I do want to be right, and
that the Lord would bind my wandering heart to Himself.
" Jesus, reveal Thyself to me. Keep me by Thy love, shed abroad
in my heart by the Holy Ghost."
When put to the test, depend upon it, you will come off better than
you think. The trembling soul oftentimes triumphs in the day of
adversity, for the battle is not to the strong; and our Lord said in His
wonderful ministry, " There are first that shall be last, and last that
Ehall be first."
I am desirous of speaking a word of consolation to affiicted souls
this afternoon. If you feel you cannot adopt the words of my text,
can you follow Ruth a little way? What made Ruth follow Naomi,
who, poor old thing, felt she wanted no one to be with her in her
sorrow, and so she put Ruth to the test, and bid her go back to her
own people and to her gods; and that brought out the reality.
" Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following thee: for
whither thou goest I will go; and where thou lodgest I will lodge :
thy people shall be my people, and thy God my" God. Where thou
diest will I die, and there will I be buried: the Lord do so to me, and
more also, if ought but death part thee and me."
Adversity drew them together; and, my dear friends, it is a sense
of the suffering Lamb of God in the hands of the Eternal Spirit, made
known in the heart of a poor sinner, that does the deed. Oh, if you
have known what it is ever to say:
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"Love and grief my heart dividing,
With my tears His feet I'd bathe,"
you will know what spiritual joy is. You will not be able to love Him
enough, and you will say:
"-There's nothing here deserves my joys,
There's nothing like my God."
The poor exile Ittai, natural enemy to Israel, is won over to David
in the day of adversity and sorrow. May we know something of
what it is to cling by faith to Him Who bore our sins and carried our
sorrows, Who made Himself of no reputation that we poor rebels
should go free, that we poor strangers and aliens should be brought
into citizenship with the saints of God.
In the next place I want you to notice that the service Ittai
rendered was quite voluntary. David offers him no reward at all,
but says it would be better for him to look after his own house and
safety, but Ittai had love in his heart for David, not merely David's
possessions.
How many of us can say to the Lord in secret that we love Him for
His own sake? Do I really love the Lord Jesus Christ for His own
sake? Have I discovered enough of Him to attract me to Him and
to blind me to the beauties of lesser objects than Himself. Can I say:
"Object of my first desire.
Jesus crucified for me." ?
We shall all be put to the test some day. I suggest that it may be
in a time of treachery such as this was to David. David was apparently
a little chary here; because he knew Ahithophel had forsaken him.
He may have tested Ittai a little in what he said to him.
I know the Lord will put you to the test. Look how He dealt with
Peter, after he had gone out into the night weeping bitterly. Before
the Lord reinstated him in the position that He intended he should
occupy, He made him to feel that He knew the secret thoughts and
intents of his heart. "Bimon, son of Jonas, lovest thou Me?" Thrice
was that question repeated. Eeter was grieved because He asked him
the third time, "Lovest thou Me?"-and then it all came out.
"Lord, Thou knowest all things; Thou knowest that I love Thee."
It is well to be searched by the Lord sometimes, and to agree with
the Psalmist's prayer, "Examine me, 0 God; prove my heart and
my reins."
This following of Ittai was voluntary. He decides to follow David,
because it is David he wishes to be with, whether in death or life.
May God in His mercy grant us this decision in these days of dreadful
indecision. As the Psalmist writes, " Let my heart be sound in Thy
statutes."
Just a word on the declaration here. "As the Lord liveth, surely
in what place my lord the king shall be, whether in death or life, even
there also wHl thy servant be." What a solemn thing it is! My dear
friends, we need a measure of the same spirit; we have to do with a
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heart-searching, rein-trying God, Who will never be content with half
the heart--never!
"He requires
Pure desires,
All the heart, or nothing."
There are thousands of people to-day who are trying to hold the
world with one hand and maintain a profession of the truth of Jesus
Christ with the other hand. It cannot be done. The work of Divine
grace, the consuming power of Divine love, will be death to all that
double-mindedness, but we need at times some strong handling. How
true is God's Word, "The heart is deceitful above all things and
desperately wicked." We feel that is the very fact concerning it, and
we do need some stern handling. Frowns are necessary sometimes
as well as smiles; rebukes as well as commendations. Happy man
who can endure it, who can desire to worship God even when His face
seems to wear a frown, who can say with the prophet Micah, " I will
bear the indignation of the Lord, because I have sinned against Him,
until He plead my cause and execute judgment for me."
It was a solemn matter with Ittai the Gittite. It was for death
or life. There was to be no drawing back, no temporary service, and
when the Lord Jesus says, " Son, give Me thine heart," and we say:
"Here's my heart, Lord, take and seal it,
Seal it from Thy courts above,"
what predominates then 1 Heaven, the prize, the reward, the glory
unseen, which then become more real than that which is tangible
to sense. Paul says, "We are always confident." Why ~ Because
" we are willing to walk by faith and not by sight." The things of
Jesus Christ were more real to Paul than anything here below. I
hope that the Lord will make Himself thus dear to us-that He will
look through the lattices of the various ordinances and make Himself
known to us; and also when we are alone reading the Word. I hope
we shall be able to feel how true are the words of the Psalmist: " They
that know Thy Name will put their trust in Thee." It is a spontaneous reality. "Wheresoever my Lord is, whether in death or
life, there will Thy servant be." It can be no other when there is
love at the bottom.
"Love is the golden chain that binds
The happy souls above;
And he's an heir of heaven that finds
His bosom ~low with love."
Whatever else we may have, God grant us this-a clinging faith to
the precious Redeemer, scorned and despised as He is by man: a
faith which worketh by love,and purifies the heart. Then it will be a
blessed thing to trust Him to be faithful to His own word, and to know
the blessedness of ,this, "He died the Just for the unjust, that He
might bring us to God."
I must leave these few remarks. May the Lord make some use of
them to your soul's good!
I
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OPEN EVIDENCES.
FROM A SERMON BY THE LATE MR. J. C. PHILPOT, BASED ON
JEREMIAH xxxii. 14. (See also July No., p. 303.)
(Communicated.)

BUT I shall pass on now to consider the OPEN evidences, because there
were to be open as well as sealed, according to the law and custom;
so that if either of these were wanting, the evidence of the title or of
the purchase was incomplete. Suppose, for instance, the title were
disputed, and the vendor were to say to the purchaser, " Here is the
evidence of my title." "Well, let me look at it," he would reply.
" It appears to be all right. The seal seems to be correct, and so does
the signature, and I can find no fault with either. But where is the
other deed 1 This sealed evidence is not enough. There must be an
open evidence also. Where is that 1" "Oh, I have not got that;
I have lost it; or I never had it." "Then," he would answer, " you
have not made your title good. I admit the truth and authenticity
of the sealed deed, but unless you can produce and show the open
evidence as well, you cannot prove your title good." Now apply this.
To make it manifest that we have an interest in redemption by the
blood of Christ, we must have open evidences as well as sealed ones.
The sealed evidences, as I have explained, could not be read because
the ends of the deed were brought together, and therefore the interior
was hidden from view. But the open evidence was left unsealed, for
the very purpose that the inside might not be hidden. It was, indeed,
signed by the witnesses to attest its authenticity; but it was purposely
left open that its contents might be read. How, then, shall we
interpret this spiritually 1 Let me show you. Wherever there is an
interest in redeeming blood, there always are such open evidences as
can be seen and read by others. This seems to be the meaning of the
apostle when he said to the Corinthians: "Ye are our epistle written
in our hearts, known and read of all men: forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ, ministered by us " (2 Cor. iii.
2, 3). There is a generation, and I fear a large and increa ing one,
of light, loose, inconsistent professors, whose lives are as much a
disgrace to themselves as a reproach to the cause of God and truth.
It is, therefore, all the more necessary for faithful ministers to bring
forward and insist upon these open evidences as a solemn warning
to them, and a salutary caution for all.
1. Now, what shall I say is the first OPEN evidence 1 Evidently
the visible change that takes place in a man's whole life and conduct
when regenerating grace visits his soul. To illustrate this point I
shall here mention a little about myself. In the autumn of the year
1825 I was residing at Oxford, earning a comfortable livelihood by
taking pupils, and looking forward to obtaining a still higher grade
in my college. But quite unexpectedly, just at this time, a very
eligible offer was made to me, and a high salary held out as an inducement, to go to Ireland for a short time for the purpose of educating
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for the University two sons of a gentleman of wealth and position,
whose country seat was not far from Dublin. Now, it was not to
my interest to accept such an offer, as I was in good circumstances,
and it was rather breaking my connection with my college, and so far
somewhat interfering with my future prospects, to leave the University
even for a short period; but no doubt the hand of God was in it,
though I saw it not, for His thoughts were not my thoughts, nor His
ways my ways. But I was tempted by the large salary, and went
to Ireland in 1826, where I spent that year very happily and comfortably, for I had everything that money could buy or heart could wish.
But all this time I knew nothing experimentally of the things of God;
for though highly moral as far as regards man, and having a great
respect for religion, the grace of God had not then touched my heart.
But in the beginning of 1827, in the early spring, the Lord was pleased
to bring upon me a very great trial and affiiction, which I cannot
name, but it was one of the greatest sorrows I ever passed through in
my life, and it was in and under that affiiction that the Lord was
pleased, I have every reason to believe, to begin His work of grace
upon my soul and to do for me the things I have spoken of, in giving.
me the light of life, planting His fear in my heart, pouring out upon
me the spirit of prayer, and communicating those other sealed evidences
of the first kind which I have laid before you; for though not without
a hope in God's mercy, I was not favoured, until some years after, with
any special manifestation of Christ. Now when I came back to Oxford
in the autumn of 1827, the change in my character, life, and conduct
was so marked that everyone took notice of it. I did not perceive
myself, so distinctly, this outward change, though I. well knew the
inward; but it was very soon observed by others, and especially at
my own college, and, in fact, very soon brought upon me a heavy
storm of persecution, which, with other concurring causes, eventually
drove me from the University. I have no wish to put myself forward,
and the only reason why I have mentioned these circumstances is to
show that wherever there is any real work of grace upon a man's
heart, it will be made openly ma~ifest, that others can see as well as he
can feel, that something has been wrought in his soul by a Divine
power, which has made him a different man from what he was before.
It might, perhaps, have been easy for you and cost you little sacrifice
to make a profession of religion, but it was not so with me. As fellow
of a college and looking forward to the honourable and advantageous
office of public tutor, it was no small cross for me to break off old
friendships and incur the dislike and contempt of the ruling authorities,
and thus with my own hands pull down all my prospects of preferment
and emolument of life. But there was a power resting on me in those
days which made religion with me as everything, and the world as
nothing. Thus I must testify, from my own experience, that if we
lack this open evidence of a change having been wrought in us, we
certainly are deficient in a very main particular.
2. But what is the next evidence 1 Separation from the world.
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" Come out from among them and be ye separate, and touch not the
unclean thing," is God's own command; and it is one which by His
grace will be always obeyed by His living family. The want of this
separation, then, is the want of an open evidence to make our title
good. If we are still in the world, hand and glove, in heart and spirit
with it, not separated from it, its society, its amusements, its pursuits,
its pleasures, its delights, its men, its maxims, we certainly lack an
evidence-an open evidence-of a Divine change having been wrought
in our soul; for I am well satisfied that as Christ hath no concord
with Belial, and the temple of God no agreement with idols, so the
people of God in whom He dwells and walks can have no fellowship
with the world. John is plain upon this point: "If any man love
the world, the love of the Father is not in him." And if the love of
the Father be in us, neither shall we love the world nor will the world
love us.
3. Joining the people of God, taking up the cross, denying ourselves,
submitting to all the mortifications, disappointment, and often crushed,
or at least broken, prospects which are entailed upon uniting ourselves
to God's despised family, is another open evidence. Moses had it
when he chose rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than
to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season. Paul had it when, as soon
as he was called by the grace of God, he joined the disciples at
Damascus. And all through the Acts of the Apostles you will find
invariably, when any were wrought upon by a Divine power and
brought to faith in Christ and a knowledge of the truth, the first
evidence they gave of it was by joining themselves to his manifested
people.
4. Honesty and uprightness in all acts of business, simplicity,
sinchity, and trustworthiness in word and deed, carrying out our
profession according to our various stations in life, and manifesting
there is a power given to us to make us good husbands, good wives,
good children, good servants, good masters-these are all so many
open evidences, and the last which I shall have time to mention, of
an interest in redeeming blo~d. A tyrannical husband, a fretful
discontented wife, an unkind father, a rebellious son, a harsh master,
a fraudulent servant--what right have these to call themselves saints
of God? What right, indeed, have any persons who walk inconsistently, and by their words and actions bring a reproach upon the
truth of God, to claim an experimental knowledge of the work of
grace, or to believe they are interested in the precious blood of the
Lamb? Has not our Lord said, "By their fruits ye shall know
them"? How otherwise can men judge of the truth and power of
religion unless they see the fruits of a godly life attend it? See, then,
that you have open evidences as well as sealed, for both are equally
needed to prove your title good.
" IF free-grace will not save a soul, free-will will not."-W. Tiptaft.
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SERMONETTE.
ONE PRIEST AND ONE SACRIFICE.·
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
, By one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified."HEBREWS x. 14.
IN Old Testament times there were priests appointed by God to ofier
sacrifices, as we read, Hebrews v. 1, "Every high priest taken from
among men is ordained for men in things pertaining to God, that he
may ofier both gifts and sacrifices for sins." But these animal sacrifices
were typical. They· were but shadows of the one great propitiatory
sacrifice to be afterwards ofiered by the promised Messiah. They
served two great purposes: (1) To show that human sin was no trifling
thing, but deserved death, and (2) To teach that sin could only be put
away, and the sinner reconciled, by the substitution of an innocent
One dying for the guilty.
These sacrifices could not actually put away sin, and clear the guilty,
for we read, Hebrews x. 4, " It is not possible that the blood of bulls
and ofgoats should take away sins," and verse 11, " Every priest standeth
daily ministering, and ofiering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which
can never take away sins." They foreshadowed the sacrifice-of Christ,
of Whom the following verses speak: "But this man, after He had
ofiered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of
God; from henceforth expecting till His enemies be made His footstool. For by one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are
sanctified." Now it surely follows that if " the sanctified," by which
is meant all the people of God, are perfected for ever by the ofiering
of Christ's" one sacrifice for sins for ever," there can no longer be any
propitiatory sacrifice, or any need of such. And this the apostle
proceeds to prove in this tenth chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews,
for he brings from the Old Testament Scriptures the testimony of the
Holy Spirit that the unconditional terms of the New Covenant, the
Covenant of grace, are " Their sins and iniquities will I remember no
more" (verse 17). From which he draws the incontrovertible conclusion, "Now where remission of these is (that is the remission of
, sins and iniquities ') there is no more ofiering for sin" (verse 18).
There are those in the Churches who claim to be priests having
authority to ofier expiatory sacrifices, but in the light of the Epistle
to the Hebrews, this claim is without any foundation. Christ hath
by one ofiering perfected for ever them that are sanctified. Believing
this truth they have peace in their consciences-peace with God.
They need no human priest, his occupation is gone. Christ's work is
a finished one-His sacrifice for sins is" for ever." It was made" once
for all" (verse 10), never to be repeated. Moreover, He is " a priest
for ever," and hath "an unchangeable priesthood" (Heb. ix. 17,
24, 25), that is, as the original Greek word signifies, not passing from
one to another, as the Levitical priesthood did. And so He saves all
that come unto God by Him, "to the uttermost" or "evermore."
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Believers, what a Priest we have! To Him we can trust the salvation
of our souls.
" The atoning work is doneThe 'victim's blood is shed;
And Jesus now is gone,
His people's. cause to plea.d.
He stands in heaven, their great High Priest,
And bears their names upon His breast,"
." STRONG CONSOLATION."
vi. 18. (From Mason's Daily Meditations.)
IT is the glory of the Gospel that it reveals glad tidings to hopeless,
helpless sinners. It finds nothing in us to entitle us to the favour of
God, but it brings all hope and consolation to the soul founded upon
the most absolute promises and the strongest assurances of an immutable
God. So surely as it is impossible for a God of truth to lie or forswear
Himself, so it is impossible for any of the heirs of promise to perish.
Happy souls who have fled for refuge and laid hold upon the hope.
Henceforward nothing but strong consolation awaits them from the
Word of truth. This hope can never fail them. Whatever within or
without fluctuates or changes, this can never alter.
This hope is to be held fast even though appearances wear a gloomy
aspect, sense of comfort declines, feeling of joy seems dead, and all
hope from ourselves forsake us. But, Father, Thy mercies never die;
Thy counsel shall stand; the oath cannot fail. Hope in these is an
anchor to the soul. Whatever storms or tempests without or whenever
the swelling waves of corruption lift their voice within, yet the God of
hope is mightier than all, and the Christian hope riseth above all.
Therefore it is sure and steadfast. It is cast out of sight within the
vail. By this blessed hope sin-condemned, soul-distressed sinners are
kept steady to Jesus, and find a comfortable and secure refuge. And
that precious Spirit that shows them their danger and guides them
to safety causeth the joy of hope to spring up in their souls. They
enjoy hope in themselves concerning their state before God, through
Christ, even a good hope through grace, and are made to abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Ghost. Oh! this is a comforting,
operative grace. It leads the soul to expect all that God has promised,
even the blessings of the everlasting Covenant of grace, which flow
to us from the life and death of Jesus. All are secured by the immutable counsel and solemn oath of an unchangeable God, both for time
and eternity.
What strong consolation this to every refugee. Thus Jesus is the
only and alone hope and object through Whom God reveals the hope
of salvation. His work is finished, it is our happiness to believe this
and rejoice in the hope it affords us. Christ is ever to be looked to
and trusted in. And while thus exercised, inward hope and joyful
consolation will abound. "Every man that hath this hope in Him
purifieth himself even as He is pure" (1 John iii. 3).
HEBREWS
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"FITLY FRAMED TOGETHER."
" CHRIST the beginning, and the end is Christ." The more we study
the sacred Word the more we discover interwoven throughout in
letters of gold, Christ, Christ. How shall we fathom the beginning, the
middle, and the ending of the revelation of God in Christ, Christ in God,
throughout the sacred Word of God ~ The imagery is very striking and
the variety is suited to all conditions and to all times. Thus the" household of God" is described in Ephesians ii. 20, 21: "Built upon the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the
chief corner stone; in Whom all the building fitly framed together
groweth unto an holy temple :in the Lord." Notice, dear reader, the
"fitly framed together," the householder and the household, the chief
corner stone, the ever-echoing expressions of union between the redeemed
and the Redeemer. Framed together, builded together in Him for
an habitation of God through the Spirit: the habitation of God.
" I will dwell in them and walk in them." To what Divine heights
the Lord exalts His people, chosen in Christ and precious. And the
more we read. in His own Word, enlightened by the Holy Spirit,
the indwelling Spirit, the more. we discover hidden meanings, intertwinings most precious ·under the surface, visible only to the Spirittaught reader. Samuel Rutherford, who drank much and often at
the sacred fountain of living water, wrote, "Every day we may see
some new thing in Christ. His love hath neither brim nor bottom."
Indeed it is overpoweringly sweet and constraining.
"0 may these heavenly pages be

Our ever dear delight;
And still new beauties may we see,
And still increalling light."
The child of God gains fresh and new light as he reads, and the sacred
page becomes to him" the rejoicing of his heart," and he exclaims,
" Thy servant loveth it."
Dear Christ-loved reader, "where dwellest thou ~" This question
was aske<;l of the Master during His sojourn on earth. And what was
His reply ~ "Come and see." They came and saw where He dwelt
and abode with Him that day. His endearing language is ever, Come,
come, come. On another occasion He said: "Come unto Me, all ye
that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest."
Another time, when Zacchreus was so eager to see Him and climbed
up into a sycamore tree to have a better view of Him as He passed
by, Jesus Himself looked up and called, " Zacchreus, make haste and
come down, for to-day I must abide at thy house." What a splendid
descent from that tree, not only to see a passing sight, but to be the
host of Jesus. "Come down, for to-day I must abide at thy house."
He made haste and Came down and received Him joyfully. We can
just imagine his great delight. I think Jesus loved to give sweet
surprises. He surprises us sometimes with making much-dreaded
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days and events actually times of refreshing and rapture. See Psalm
cvii. 33: "He turneth rivers iD.to a wilderness, and the watersprings
into dry ground." But read verse 35: "He turneth the wilderness
into a standing water, and dry ground into watersprings." Thus He
turns into surprises, and I daresay you have noticed, as I have often,
that the very things we dreaded have been actually themselves turned
into the greatest delights. His ways are wonderful beyond expression,
and always for the ultimate joy of His beloved Son and His people,
one joy.
He goeth before us. He walketh with us. How sweet it is to feel
His hand guiding us, His heart of love with us, His Spirit cheering us
and lighting the way. Some years ago a dear friend sent me some
delightful lines which have comforted me very much. They will
comfort some dear readers. The three first verses she had copied,
the last one she wrote herself specially for my own infirmity-deafness.
11

0 Lord I it is better that I
Should go thro' the world with one eye,
If Thou, Light and Guide, be but nigh.
It is better, 0 Saviour Divine I
I should lose this right hand of mine,
If Thou hold but the other in Thine.

Thou only canst make me complete,
And to limp by Thy ,ide were more sweet
Than walking alone on both feet.

What tho' my once keen alert ear,
Loved voices no longer can hear,
If Thy whi,per, within grow more clear."

Yes, if He Himself light the way, holds the hand, upholds the feet,
and all the time whispers within the loving assurances that only He
can pour out, what else, dear affiicted one, canst thou desire ~ For
He is thy all in all, visible and invisible.
" Jesus Himself drew near and went with them" . . . "and they
said, Did not our heart burn within us while He talked with us by the
way ~ "
And as we feast upon His love and presence here, what will it be
beyond the veil ~ Unbroken communion. Then, He is coming soon,
dear reader, to gather His living and sleeping saints together to be for
ever with Him. He is taking His beloved ones very rapidly now.
Only a little while, a very little while, and" He that shall come will
come, and will not tarry."
11

Nothing in my hand I bring;
Simply to Thyself I cling;
Rock of ages, cleft for me,
Let me hilie mY8elf in Thee,"

and there abide in Thy heart.

NETTlE.
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. HONEY OUT OF THE ROCK.
" With honey out of the rock should I have satisfied thee."PSALM lxxxi. 16.

'1

~.

THERE are many remarkable statements in Scripture-statements
which require meditation, prayer and comparison. MEDITATION,
because a proper" digestion" of the" strong meat" of the Word leads
to spiritual understanding (Ps. xlix. 3; Heb. v. 12). PRAYER, because
without the teaching of the Holy Spirit, Who leads into all Truth, there
is sure to be a wandering into error. COMPARISON, because it is a
definite instruction from the Author of Scripture, that one part of His
Word is to be interpreted by the light and instruction of some other
portion or portions of the same Word (see 1 Cor. ii. 13).
Humanly speaking it is impossible to extract honey from the solid
rock, but it is not impossible for honey to be collected from the
crevices or cracks in the rock, because bees are known to deposit
their honey in such places.
The Lord Jesus told His disciples that many things are impossible
to man, " but with God all things are possible" (Matt. xix. 26). The
angel who was sent to announce the miraculous birth of the Lord
Jesus was instructed to say, " with God nothing shall be impossible"
(Luke i. 37), and JEHOVAH when promising that a son should be
born to aged Abraham and aged Sarah subdued their doubts by presenting to them the question, " Is anything too hard for JEHOVAH ~ "
(Gen. xviii. 14; see also Jer. xxxii. 17).
Meditation and Comparison bring the honest searcher to this conelusion: that it is a proved fact that there is nothing too hard for
the LORD to accomplish. Then the Prayer goes up, "0 LORD, give
me understanding according to Thy Word" (Ps. cxix, 169), for" the
entrance of Thy Word giveth light, it giveth understanding unto the
simple "(Ps. cxix. 130). "Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold
wondrous things out of Thy law" (or Word) (Ps. cxix. 18).
From the beautiful song (or hymn) of praise in which Moses set
forth God's dealings with Israel in the wilderness (Deut. xxxii.) it seems
evident that amongst other gracious provisions which God made for
Israel, whilst the people were outwardly obedient, was that of a continuous supply of the wonderful wild honey, such as is still met with in
Palestine (Deut. xxxii. 13; 1 Sam. xiv. 27).
That there were times when this provision was withdrawn appears
to be certain from the words of the Psalmist, " Oh that my people
had hearkened unto me and Israel had walked in my ways! I should
soon have subdued their enemies, etc." (Ps. lxxxi, 13-16). . . . I should
have fed them with the finest of the wheat, and with honey out of the
rock should I have satisfied them."
There is, however, a deeply spiritual signification attaching to
these words. In verse 30 (Deut. xxxii.) Moses gives the key to the
meaning of "rock." He states that Israel would not have been put to
flight by their enemies had it not been that Israel had become unmind24
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ful of their Rock, even God Who formed them (Deut. xxxii. 18), and
hence their Rock" sold them, the LORD shut them up " (verse 30).
The Apostle Paul, referring to the same subject, definitely declares
" that Rock was Christ" (1 Cor. x. 4), that is to say the rock which
Moses was commanded to strike once and from which water at once
commenced to flow (Exod: xvii. 6) was a type or sign, or figure of the
Lord Jesus, smitten or stricken for His people (Isa. liii. 4, 10).
" With His stripes they are healed" (Isa. liii. 5). Thus He could
say: "he that believeth on Me, as the Scripture hath said, out of his
belly shall flow rivers of living water" (John vii. 38). Believing in
Him Who is" the Fountain of Living Waters" (see Jer. ii. 13 and Rev.
vii. 17) they have eternal life.
Here, then, is "honey" from the "Rock." Can anything be
sweeter to the believer in the Lord Jesus than the assUrance that God
is reconciled to him (or her) in the Lord Jesus ~ (2 Cor. v. 18): Can
any promise be more precious and sweet to the seeker for salvation
than the Lord's own gracious invitation: "Come unto Me, all ye that
labour and are heavy laden (under a sense of sinfulness), and I will
give you rest" (Matt. xi. 28), coupled with the guarantee, " Seek, and
ye shall find" (Matt. vii. 7) ~
The Psalmist had sought and he had found the Messiah-the
Saviour-and he could write from personal experience and say: The
Words of the LORD are" sweeter than honey and the honeycomb"
(Ps. xix. 10; crix. 103).
Since the Word which testifies. of the Lord Jesus is so sweet, there
is a sure indication of what the full enjoyment of being with Him for
ever must be.
Is it any wonder that John Newton, who had been so wonderfully
converted, should write the hymn beginning:"How sweet the Na.me of Jesus sounds
In a believer's ear 1
[It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds
. And drives away his fear."
It has been pointed out that honey cannot be obtained from th
solid rock, but it can be gathered from out of the cracks or fissures in
the rock. Hence let this lesson be learned; that it is only through the
obedience, and suffering and death of the Lord Jesus that any can be
saved. He had to be wounded that His people might be healed.
"Christ as an Example" can bring no hea.ling to the soul, but
our Lord Jesus Christ, "Who His own self bare our sins in His own
body on the. tree ..• by Whose stripes we are healed" (1 Pet. ii. 24)
is indeed" precious" (1 Pet. ii. 7).
Toplady understood something of the sweetness of the "honey
out of the Rock" when he wrote the hymn commencing: "Rock of
ages, cleft for me."
What the cost of man's salvation has been to the Lord Jesus no
human calculation can ever estimate. If men and women would but
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meditate upon God's Word and compare one part with another and
pray for teaching and understanding, there would be less referring to

l

sin as a small matter. The Lord Jesus came to do His Father's Will.
He said, " My Father worketh hitherto (to this end, that men may be
saved) and I work" (John v. 17). "I must be about My Father's
business" (Luke ii. 49). "I must work the works of Him that sent
Me, while it is day" (John ix. 4), and finally in His solemn prayer to
His Father, He could say: "I have finished the work which Thou
gavest Me to do" (John xvii. 4).
What He endured during His sojourn upon this sin-polluted earth
no words can describe. For Him-the holy, spotless Lamb of Godto be surrounded day by day by sin and evil, by hypocrisy and false
worship, by open enemies and secret foes, was terrible indeed, and
when He was subjected to the temptations of the devil (Matt. iv. I-H)
He suffered much, but from the time of His Agony in the Garden
(Luke xxii. 44) until He cried, " It is finished" (John xix. 30), "His
soul was being made an offering for sin" (Isa. liii. 10); "He was being
wounded for our transgressions, He was being bruised for our iniquities," that by the" stripes laid upon Him we (if we believe in Him)
might be healed" (Isa. liii. 5).
May each reader seek to value the" Honey from the Rock," ever
considering what it has cost and what it brings.
P. 1. B.

THE STRENGTH OF WEAKNESS.
" The weakness of God is stronger than men."-1 CORINTHIANS i. 25.
THE special provision made by the Creator for' the weakest things in
the realm of nature is full of teaching. The russet sheath.of the tender
bud, containing the delicate leaf of the future season, is a beautiful
instance of the strength of weakness. The weaker the insect or the
flower, the more admirable the arrangements that protect it in tempest
or in frost. Who has not marvelled to see the frail butterfly flitting
along in even a high wind, able to direct its course at will either with
or against the wind ?
And we may see similar arrangements in the realm of grace. During
many years of observation I have often noticed that when the commencement of the work of grace has been gentle and less openly striking,
there has been deeper tenderness of conscience afterwards apparent,
more felt dependence upon God, more real abiding fruit, more stability
and endurance. Herein we may clearly see that" the' weakness of
God" in the earlier stages of Divine life is indeed "stronger than
men." The least grain of real grace, of godly fear, of tender sensitiveness, of gracious humility, of hatred to sin, is precious beyond all
/price; while the highest growths of refined nature~ the blossoms and
fruits of the flesh,. belong to another kingdom, and cannot rise higher
than their origin. "That which is born of the flesh is flesh; that
which is born of the Spirit is spirit."
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How weak a thing is prayer! Yet how mighty, how successful, how
triumphant over all adverse influences! The quivering lip of the
infant in the cot will quickly speak to the mother's-yes, and to the
father's-heart! It is when we are at our weakest that we cry to our
God. "He will regard the prayer of the destitute, and not despise
(that is, will highly esteem) their prayer." Prayer is the almighty
weapon that can best be wielded by the weakest arm. It is not a
mechanical exercise of word or of thought, but a living labour. The
weakest thoughts, the most broken words, rising from a crushed heart,
find their way back to the throne of God, and have power to move
His heart and arm. Before the night of wrestling the formidable
power of Esau could have crushed the worm, Jacob; but Jacob's
halting weakness in the morning light was stronger than Esau and his
four hundred men. Have you not also, beloved reader, in this way
been" more than a conqueror "~ Surely you have.
No might, and no wisdom. "0 our God, we have no might against
this great company that cometh against us; neither know we what
to do " (2 Chron. xx. 12). But why should they know what to do if
God was going to do all ~ When God engages to work for us He
helps us to sing even before the battle, assured of the victory before
the fight.
The victory of Gideon provides a perfect picture of the " strength
of weakness." His thousand the meanest in Manasseh, and himself
the least in his father's house: Israel impoverished by the Midianites,
and everything at the lowest ebb in the nation. "Go in this thy
might!" What might ~-his utter weakness! Then he wanted a sign
to assure him; and we can well understand that when at first the
fleece was wet he would think how natural it was for a fleece to get
wet by night. Therefore he asked for a dry fleece; and God did that too.
Then his thirty-two thousand are reduced to ten thousand, and these
to three hundred. How touching it is to us to read God's direction
to him to go down with Phurah to the host at the very moment that
God had caused a dream in a soldier's brain! How grand the description of a barley cake" tumbling" into the camp! How real the after
victory-God's first, then Gideon's!
We are prone too often to think that God wants all the help that
we can bring Him. But no: He wants our weakness. He asks us
for our emptiness and our nothingness. "Let the weak say, I am
strong." The battle is not to the strong; for" the weakness of God
is stronger than men." Therefore we hear Paul saying, " I will rather
glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me."
I think that the sweetest manifestation of Almighty power is when
a poor crushed child of God is enabled to hope against hope, to believe
against sense and reason, and to endure as seeing Him Who is invisible.
The faith that suffers, waits, hopes, believes, and obtains the final
victory, is of the right royal kind, and will be duly crowned by its
Author.
Cricklewood.

WILLIAM WILEMAN.
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THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON.

WHAT is Worship? was the momentous question which the fourth
chapter of Genesis informs us was answered by Jehovah Himself in
the persons of Cain and Abel, the two sons of our fallen first parents.
In Cain and Abel we are confronted by two representative Worshippers. If men's minds nowadays were only instructed in the
principles which the diflering worship of Cain and Abel involves, much
of the controversy which some of us are, through fidelity to God's
truth, constrained to wage would become unnecessary. Both of
these children of fallen Adam, we are told, came "unto the Lord"
with their religious offerings. No doubt the allusion is to the place
set up at the east of Eden. God was there. Wherever God is there
is the right plMe of worship. Both men, then, professedly sought
the same God. Both also appeared where God was. And yet their
manner of worship, and the matter of it, diflered essentially, because
a fundamental principle was involved. Each brought in his hand
an offering expressive of a conviction which based itself on the
individual's conception of the character of God. The infinite holiness
and justice of Jehovah play a foremost part in true Worship. The
Worship of the glorified hosts above finds its fittest utterance in the
endless ascription, " Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of bosts." The converse
of this, in the case of the true worshipper on earth, is a profound sense
of self-vileness and corruption. Now, what was the nature of Cain's
religious offering ~ "Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering
unto the Lord" (Gen. iv. 3). And what was Abel's offering ~ "And
Abel, he also brought of thefirstlings of hisjlock, and of the fat thereof"
(verse 4). Those offerings were, in the conception of them, and in
principle, not only dissimilar but antagonistic. The one involved no
blood-shedding, the other was essentially a sacrifice of life, or shedding
of blood. The offering of Cain implied a denial that he, as a sinner,
needed an atoning substitute such as the original sacrifice in Eden
proclaimed; while the offering .brought unto the Lord by Abel not
only confessed sin, but magnified the justice of God against sin, and
avowed faith in the promised Seed of the woman Who by death should
destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the Devil. "By
faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by
which he,obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his
gifts: and by it he, being dead, yet speaketh" (Heb. xi. 4). The
religious act of Cain was an act of selfwill. It set aside profanely the
revealed will of God. It was a fleshly, earthly faith, based upon
rationalism. No doubt it was poetic in its conceit. What could be
more primitive, simple, natural and beautiful, some might argue, than
bringing into God's presence the choicest productions of the earththe most fragrant flowers and the most luscious fruit His own hands
had created ~ Who could object to such reasonable religious service ~
Alas! there are multitudes amongst ourselves who thus argue, and
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seek to justify the flower and fruit shows which-Cain fashion-play a
prominent part in the modern worship of the professing Christian
Churches! No one who would serve God in spirit and in truth-and
such only the Father seeketh to worship Him-should coun'tenance
for an hour the delusion on which such sensuous free-will worship is
founded.
THY WILL BE DONE.
WHEN Jacob said, " If it must be so now, do this," and suggested the
composition of a present--he was giving himself up to the inevitable
rather than saying" Thy will be done," There was nothing else for
it; they had to have food, so Benjamin must go. "If I am bereaved
of my children, I am bereaved." It scarcely sounds like sweet passiveness, scarcely like Eli's " It is the Lord: let Him do what seemeth
Him good." Nor can we hear the abandonment of the trusting
David, when in the greatest strait he left himself to fall into the hands
of the Lord, for very great are His mercies. It sounds more as if
Jacob was saying (as in Isaiah), " My way is hid from the Lord and
my judgment is passed over from my God." "'Vhy sayest thou"
so ~ Jacob might have answered, as again with Isaiah, because he
sought water and found none. The promises seemed to have dried
up, no help came. But Israel found out for himself before his day
was done, that the Creator of the ends of the earth neither fainted
nor was weary. When the patriarchal father of Zaphnath-Paaneah
sunned himself in the best of all the land of Egypt, he would believe
indeed, "There is no searching of His understanding, He giveth
power to the faint." He had not thought to see Joseph's face, but
he saw his children's and grandchildren's also. His God had not
forsaken him, although it felt like it when he watched the nine of
them ride off and Benjamin with them, to go again and buy a little
food. For the time being he was bereaved of them all. But he sent
a little balm and a little honey. Possibly the rigour of the ruler
would be somewhat softened and sweetened, and his heart touched.
Yes, it was touched; and whose not since ~ We know what Jacob
prayed for. He prayed that God Almighty would give them favour
in th~ eyes of the man, and that they all might come home again.
I should think that when he pondered it all afterwards, he would
feel, "We know not what to pray for as we ought." He knew not
how misplaced, so to speak, a request it was, that" the man" would
be kind, when the truth was that Joseph could scarcely refrain so
long as he did from his outburst of tenderest affection.
.
These things happened to Jacob for his own sake, no doubt, but
also because the Lord's wisdom designed that His people in all ages
should be tried by darkness and uncertainty and apprehension. And
Joseph's earlier attitude, as also his later overwhelming disclosure,
are unfolded because even now, as from everlasting, the compassions
of our Lord Jesus 'are unfailing. Verily there is an end. He will

The Gospel Magazine

859

reveal Himself, and in the rest that remaineth, whether in this world
or in the eternal Canaan, He will feed and lead and guide us, who in
His great love have been surnamed by the name of Jacob. The will
of the Lord had been done when Joseph closed his eyes and carried
him back to Macpelah.
The Lord Jesus, saying the same words, prayed that if it were
possible the cup might pass from Him. And He added, " Nevertheless, not My will but Thine be done." It was almost His last prayer.
He knew that the Father heard Him always. He heard Him then,
and sent an angel to strengthen Him. I loved one day to think that
when the Lord so submitted Himself, He was praying also for those
whom the Father had given Him, that in them, with them, and for
them, God's will might be done. Day by day it is before us that we
find it difficult to leave ourselves and our affairs with Him, cannot
give up our reserves, cannot say, "Let Him do what seemeth Him
good." But He that searcheth the heart knoweth that in the recesses,
fixed by the Blessed Spirit, "Not my will, but Thine be done," is as
an anchor to-the soul, with all its tempests and tossings. If it has been
His will to forgive us all our iniquities, it will be His will also to heal
all our diseases, and to crown us with loving-kindness and tender
mercy.
FOLLOWER-ON.
HARVEST THANKSGIVING.
BEING THE LEADING ARTICLE IN THE English Churchman FOR
SEPT. 5TH, 1912.
TIME after time we have been called upon to express our opinion in
these columns respecting Harvest-Thanksgiving services. We have
felt it our duty to censure the manner in which they are generally
conducted. The extravagant display of flowers, fruit and vegetables
with which the churches are usually covered and the elaborate musical
performances which are commonly given seem to us more befitting a
flower show or a concert than the spiritual worship of God. And
when parishes vie with one anoth~r in decorations and demonstrations,
when people run from this church to that to see which is the better
" dressed," and in which the organist and choir show the greater skill,
then the proper conception of Divine service is utterly degraded or
lost. The temptation to put man's doings above God's grace is ever
present with professing Christians, and these yearly-recurring festivals
give it a special opportunity for asserting itself. But while we condemn this vain and sensuous parade, we have not a word to say against
the right spirit of thanksgiving. The Harvest is a season for rejoicing
and for praise. Even the Psalmist of Israel could look far beyond
the confines of the Holy Land in paying his grateful acknowledgment
to the Almighty Father, " Who giveth food to all flesh, for His mercy
endureth for ever." The words of the Law have a message for Gentile
as well as for Jew, " because the Lord thy God doth bless thee in all
thine increase and in all the works of thine hands, therefore, thou
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shalt surely rejoice." The believer now, as in the days of long ago,
should feel his heart thrill in sympathy with the laughing hillsides and
the singing dales. He should see in the cornfield and the garnered
store the unfailing bounty of Him Who opens His hand and fills all
things living with plenteousness. The fuller knowledge that he has
of redeeming love in Christ should only intensify his gratitude and
sanctify his joys. To take the gifts, whether temporal or eternal,
and not to thank the Giver would indeed be unworthy of one who
names our Saviour's name. Moreover we live in a materialistic age.
The minute investigation of visible phenomena too often takes the
place of faith in unseen realities. Secondary causes are allowed to
shut out the vision of the all-pervading and sustaining mercy and
power of God. Men are content to speak of Nature without any
reference to Him from Whom it came and on Whom it depends. The
strains of the glorious .hymn which Milton puts into the mouth of our
first parent seem to be lost in the din of the chemical laboratory, of
the busy mart, and whirling factory wheels. At such a time it is well
to remind ourselves and others that Nature is the great Creator's
servant, and that He has given her the stores of plenty which she pours
out from her laden lap upon the sons of men. It is well for us to meet
together and praise our Father Who is in Heaven for hearing our
constant petitions and giving us day by day our daily bread.
But it will be asked, Is not this season an exceptional one ~ Are
the rejoicing and thanksgiving that so well become the normal Harvest
suited to the conditions by which we are confronted now ~ Gloomy
skies, continuous rains, only varied in some places by torrential outbursts and devastating floods, have prevailed all over the kingdom.
Many an English farmer now looks out on desolate wastes and rotting
refuse where he had hoped to see stretches of golden corn and stacks
of garnered grain. No amount of optimism can hide the reality of
his grievous loss, and he can but bow to a Higher Will and say, " The
hand of the Lord is gone out against me." Where, then, would be our
Christian sympathy if, while he was mourning, we were to assemble
in our churches for rejoicing as at other times ~ Besides this, the true
note of all worship is sincerity. - Can we draw near to God with the
same expressions of thankfulness and the same hymns of praise as
we have used in former years ~ Would it not almost seem a solemn
mockery to sing, "All is safely gathered in ere the winter storms
begin "~ Should not perfect honesty as well as simplicity characterize all Christian service ~ And still further, might not a tone of rejoicing be contrary to the Divine will and purpose ~ Should we not
recognize His correction as well as His indulgence ~ Should we not
humble ourselves under His chastisement while we Qwn His love ~
Should we answer His call to humiliation by a vain display of exultation ~ Would it not be more seemly to confess our national sins and
learn the lessons of our loss ~ Surely these are serious questions
demanding serious attention.
It is true that there has been considerable loss, but it is equally true
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that all has not been lost. Even those upon whom the brunt of the
trouble has fallen have still many blessings to mitigate their woes.
Partial failure is very different from universal famine, and there is
good reason to believe that, notwithstanding local disasters, the world's
food supply for another year has been secured. There is abundance
in some lands to make up for defects in others. We have the prospect
of sharing in this universal bounty, and we should not receive it from
our Father's hand with cold, ungrateful silence. When we take a
comprehensive outlook, when, under the guidance of the inspired
Psalmist, our minds sweep over the wide fields of the earth, we see
many a cause of rejoicing and hear many a call to praise. We cannot
think that it would be right to dispense with our Harvest Thanksgivings altogether and to refuse the grateful acknowledgment of what
we have received because of the loss of what has been withheld. But
we feel that our joy ought to be chastened and humbled by the disasters of the present season, and that our services should be modified
accordingly. There ought to be sympathy real and practical with
those who have witnessed the ruin of their labours, passing through
the gloom of anxiety to the darkness of despair. There should not be
prayers and hymns whose language is unbefitting the circumstances
that surround us. No strain should be put upon the conscience of
the worshipper in his free approach to. God. We can thank Him for
what He has graciously given without including what He has been
pleased to deny. If any of the special Harvest hymns are unsuitable
they can be set aside for more general songs of praise. We ought to
confess our sins while we own God's mercy, and to humble ourselves
under His hand of correction while we take the gifts from His hand
of love. The solemn message of the torrents and the floods should
not be forgotten nor drowned beneath the outbursts of indiscriminate
joy. It may be, too, that many will learn the deeper lesson which the
blight of Harvest hopes can teach. There is a despair in comparison
to which the earthly trouble is but a passing shadow, the despair of
souls that awaken at last to say, " The harvest is passed, the summer
is ended, and we are not saved."
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THE USE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT TERM, "SAINT."
(From" The Free Presbyterian Magazine" for April, 1930.)
THOSE who have given themselves to the interesting study of the
history of words know that many of them have wandered far from
their original meaning. This is also true of quite a number of Bible
words, for instance, "prevent" (to go before), "let" (to hinder),
" carriage" (baggage), "careful" (anxious), etc. Among these may
be reckoned the term" saint." In its present connotation it suggests
to us a person who lives a life of devoted piety and holiness, but in the
New Testament it refers to all believers who have been sanctified, set
apart to the service of Christ. Latimer, in one of his sermons, says:
" All faithful Christ's people, that believe in Him faithfully, are saints
and holy." The modern meaning of the term is to a large extent due
to the Roman Catholic teaching of canonization. In the canonization
of certain teachers of the Church and famous leaders the Church of
Rome has attached to the designation "saint" a certain standard of
sanctity of the Romish type.
For the correct usage and signification of the term we have a sure
and safe guide in the New Testament. The term (hoi hagioi, holy ones)
as applied to members of the Church is used in the plural with one
single exception (Phi!. iv. 21). The word occurs no less than sixty
times. Its adjectival form (hagios, holy) is applied to three, and three
only, individual persons in the New Testament, and these are the three
persons of the Trinity-" Holy Father" (John xvii. 11); "thy holy
child Jesus" (Acts iv. 27, 30); "Holy Spirit" (Matt. i. 18); and
" Holy, holy, holy, Lord QQd Almighty" (Rev. iv. 8).
The New Testament never uses the word" holy" (hagios) in speaking
of any individual, but of persons of the Trinity only, and when the
saintI' are designated as the" holy ones" (hoi hagioi) the plural form
is used.
It is much to be regretted that the translators of 1611 followed the
Romish practice of speaking of the evangelists and apostles as aints,
e.g., St. Matthew, St. Luke, etc. In the Greek MS. the word for
" saint" is absent. The Gaelic translation kept to the 1SS. and
rejected the Romish practice by simply saying, " The Gospel according
to Matthew, etc."
Our quarrel with the Romish practice is not because we have any
hesitation in regarding the evangelists and apostles as " saints," but
because of the unscriptural view held by the Church of Rome in their
canonization. Careful readers will have noticed that none of the
Old Testament saints have been canonized by the Church of Rome;
that honour is reserved for the New Testament writers. The explanation of this is to be found in the Romish doctrine that maintains that
the Old Testament believers when they died did not go to heaven but
to the "Limbus Patrum." Hence we never read of St. Isaiah,
St. Jeremiah, St. Ezekiel, etc. We object to this distinction made by
the Church .of Rome, .and reject as unscriptural the grounds on which
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she canonized the New Testament writers, and refuse to follow her lead
in this partial and unscriptural canonization. Of course, it may be
said that we read of St. David and St. Enoch, but these belonged to
the Celtic Church, and are not the well-known believers of the Old
Testament whose names they bear. It has been well said that" All
who wish to be Scriptural, and to follow the well-known practice of
the Primitive Church, should be very careful in referring to the apostles,
the evangelists, and other New Testament characters (not to say the
early so-called Fathers) to avoid giving them the prefix of 'Saint,'
whether in announcing the lessons in Divine worship, or in quoting
the inspired writers in preaching, as well as on all occasions either
public or private. It will assuredly be no loss to these holy men to be
deprived of a title never joined to their names in the Bible, or in any
of the writings of the Primitive Church, but introduced in corrupt ages
by the Church of Rome, and which that apostate system has delighted
to bestow, even down to our day, on cruel persecutors and grossly
immoral writers! "
THE RESURRECTION.

" (Thou) fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened, except it die."1 CORINTHIANS xv. 36.
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IT is not, Thou fool, but simply, Fool! an exclamation both of disapprobation and contempt (Luke xii. 20; Rom. i. 22; Eph. v. 15).
It does not, however, necessarily express any bitterness of feeling;
for our blessed Lord said to His doubting disciples, "0 fools, and
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! " (Luke
xxiv. 25). It was the senselessness of the objection that roused the
apostle's indignation. The body cannot live again because it dies.
Fool! says Paul, a seed cannot live unless it does die. Disorganization is the neoessary condition of reorganization. If the seed remain
a seed there is an end of it. But if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit
(John xii. 24). The seed is as much disorganized, it as really ceases
to be a seed when sown in the ground, as the body when laid in the
grave. If the one dies, the other dies. Death is not annihilation, but
disorganization; the passing from one form or mode of existence to
another. How, then, can the disorganization of the body in the
grave bE! an objection to the doctrine of a resurrection? It may be
said that the apostle does not pursue the objection; that the body is
not only disorganized but dispersed; its elements scattered over the
earth, and embraced in new combinations; whereas in the seed the
germ remains, so that there is no interruption of the organic life' of
.the plant.
To those who make this objection our Saviour's answer is, that they
err, "not knowing the power of God." Who knows where the
principle of the organic life of the body is? It may be in the soul,
which when the time comes may unfold itself into a new body, gather-
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ing or regathering its materials according to its own law; just as the
principle of vegetable life in the seed unfolds itself into some gorgeous
flower, gathering from surrounding nature the materials for its new
organization. The identity between the present and future body is
implied in the apostle's illustration. But it is his object neither to
assert that identity, nor to explain its nature. The latter is a very
subordinate point. The Bible clearly teaches that our bodies hereafter
are to be the same as those which we now have; but it nowhere teaches
us wherein that sameness consists. In what sense is a sprouting
acorn the same with the full-grown oak? Not in substance, not in form,
not in appearance. It is, however, the same individual organism.
The same is true of the human body. It is the same in old age that
it was in infancy. But in what sense? The materials of which the
body is composed change many times in the course of an ordinary
life, yet the body remains the same. We may rest assured that our
future bodies will be the same with those which we now have in a high
and satisfying sense, though until the time comes we may be as little
able to explain the nature of that identity as we are to tell what constitutes the identity of the body in this life. The same body which
is sown in tears, shall be reaped in joy. To doubt the fact of the
resurrection, because we cannot understand the process, is, as the apostle
says, "a proof of folly."-An Exposition of the First Epistle to the
Corinthians, by Dr. Charles Hodge.

ClrotttsponlJentt.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-We shall value all the help friends of the soldier and
sailor can give us at this time of peculiar difficulty. We need to
labour on in scattering the truth amongst our men, and it is with
thankfulness to the Lord that we hear of continued blessing. As our
distributors go about on board ship, in barrack-room and hospital,
giving the books and magazines, an opportunity often occurs for a
faithful word to be spoken to the men. A missionary writes: "Very
many thanks for the literature safely to hand. Very kind to remember
us again." I am asked to acknowledge the receipt of 1000 of Mr.
W. Wileman's Gospel Sermon Tracts from a friend, per Mr. Wileman,
for distribution amongst the men, which I do with much gratitude.
A large bale of Mr. Tydeman Chilver's Sermons has also come to hand.
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street,
R. E. BRIDER.
Totterdown, Bristol, July, 1931.
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A BOY'S PURPOSE.
ALL my young readers know well the thrilling story of Daniel being
thrown into the den of lions, and how wonderfully the Lord delivered
him, but to-day let us think of the boyhood of this great Prophet.
Until he was about fourteen years of age, his home was in the land of
Judah, and then a terrible change came. The King of BabylonNebuchadnezzar-besieged Jerusalem, and was allowed by God to
conquer, because of the wickedness of Jehoiakim. He took back to
Babylon a great many captives. Some of them belonged to the Royal
family and others to the nobility, and amongst the boys taken were
Daniel and his three friends-Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah.
The king told Ashpenaz, the prince of his chamberlains, to choose
from the captives some boys who were good-looking, strong and
healthy, thoughtful, "cunning in knowledge and understanding
science," who might be taught the language and learning of the
Chaldeans, so that they might be trained as attendant courtiers, to
stand before the king. Daniel and his three friends were chosen
amongst others for this purpose, but they were faced with a great
difficulty.
You see, the king was a heathen-an idolater-and he had given
orders that during their training the boys should eat of the king's
meat, and drink of the king's wine. The boys knew that some of the
meat and wine had been offered to idols, and so " Daniel purposed in
his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king's
meat, nor with the wine which he drank." If you purpose in your
heart to do something good, you can pray that the Lord will prosper
you and guide you in the matter. Daniel acted very wisely and
carefully in seeking to have his purpose carried out.
He asked Ashpenaz to excuse him and his three friends from partaking of the meat and wine. The answer he got was not encouraging,
though Ashpenaz was very fond o~ Daniel, for" God had brought him
into favour and tender love with the prince of the eunuchs." All
hearts are under the control of the Lord, and he can make those who
have authority over His children to be kind and gentle towards them.
Ashpenaz told Daniel that he was afraid to make any difference
between them and the others, for if they did not look as well as the
rest, the king might order him to be beheaded!
Then Daniel tried another plan. He spoke to the steward, who was
appointed to attend to him and to Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, and
asked him if he would just try them for ten days, giving them vegetable
food, and water to drink, and then examine them and compare their
faces with those who had the king's meat, and " as thou seest, deal
with thy servants." Well, the steward consented 'to do so, and was
so thoroughly satisfied at the end of ten days, that he allowed them
the same provision during the whole of the three years' training.
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You see what resulted from the boy purposing in his heart to honour
God and do what was tight. No doubt they all worked hard at their
studies. A school-master said the other day that no man ever became
great who did not work. When the time of training was over, they
were all brought before the king, who" communed with them; and
among them all was found none like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah: therefore stood they before the king."
You can read this beautiful story in the first chapter of the book of
Daniel. May the Lord put into your hearts good desires or purposes,
and then enable you to bring them to good effect. He can give
persevering grace to continue, even in time of difficulty.

E. A. H.

lBroUf.itant )5eatOn.
WHAT IS "SACERDOTALISM" ~
(From a Church Association Tract, dated 1901.)
CANON KNOX LITTLE complains that Dr. Farrar nowhere defines what
he means by " Sacerdotalism," and professes to think it is something
quite innocent and proper. It happens that the Abbe Gaume, whose
Manuel des Confesseurs was adapted by Dr. Pu.sey for the use of English
readers, gives, in his Catechisme de perseverance, a most graphic picture
of the very thing which Canon Little desires to have made clear. And
the fact that Dr. Gott, the present Bishop of Truro, publicly commended Dr. Pusey's translation from the writings of the Abbe Gaume
relating to the confessional, for use in England, gives a painful interest
to the description.
From Vol. IV, page 288, of the original, the following is a literal
translation:
" What language of man can speak the dignity of the priesthood
(Sacerdoce) and the greatness of the Priest ~ The first man was great,
who, established as King of the universe, commanded all the inhabitants of his v~st domain, and was docilely obeyed in it. Moses was
great who by a. word divided the waters of the sea, and made an entire
people pass between their suspended masses. Joshua was great who
spake to the Sun, 'Sun, stand still,' and the Sun stayed, obeying
the voice of a mortal. Kings of the earth are great who command
vast armies and make the world tremble at the sound of their
name.
" Ah, well! there is one man greater still. He is a man who every
day when he pleases opens the gates of Heaven, and addressing himself
to the Son of the Eternal, to the Monarch of the worlds, says to him, Descend from your throne. Come!' Docile, at the 'voice of this
man, the Word of God, He by whom all things were made, instantly
descends from the seat of his glory, and INCARNATES HIMSELF IN THE
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HANDS OF THIS MAN (s'incarne entre les mains) more powerful than
kings, than the angels, than the august Mary. And this man says to
Him-' Thou art my son, this day have I begotten Thee. Thou art
my victim'-and He lets himself be immolated by this man, placed
where he wills, given to whom he choses: this man is the PRIEST! ! !
" The Priest is not only all-powerful in heaven and over the natural
body of the Man-God, he is all-powerful on earth also over the mystical
body of Jesus Christ. Look: a man has fallen into the toils of the
devil, what power can deliver him? Call to the help of this wretch
the angels and archangels, St. Michael himself, chief of the heavenly
militia, conqueror of Satan and his rebellious legions. The holy archangel can well drive away the fiends who are laying siege to the unfortunate, but not the one within his heart. He will never be able to
break the chains of the sinner who had put his trust in him. Whom
then will you ask to deliver him? Call upon Mary, the Mother of God,
the Queen of angels and of men, the terror of hell. She can well pray
for his soul, but she would not know how to absolve him from any
fault however small: the Priest can.
"Nay, more-let us suppose that the Redeemer is descending in
person visibly in a church, and establishing Himself within a confessional to administer the Sacrament of Penance, at the same moment
·that the Priest is seating himself in another. The Son of God says
'I absolve thee,' and the Priest on his part says' I absolve thee,' and
the penitent finds himself EQUALLY absolved by the one as by the
Other.
"Thus the Priest, powerful as God, can in an instant snatch the
sinner from hell, render him fit for Paradise, and make of a slave of
the devil a son of Abraham. . . . God Himself is obliged to adhere to
the judgment of the Priest, to refuse or to accord His pardon as the priest
refuses or accords the absolution, if the penitent be worthy of it. The
sentence of the Priest goes before, God do~s nothing but subscribe to it.
Can a greater power, a higher dignity be imagined?" "I have your
god in my hand, and your wife at my feet," was the famous boast of
another priest.
_
Such is ever the spirit of "Sacerdotalism." Little men "vainly
puffed up " in their fleshly imaginings emulate the frog in the fable.
Yet we remember withal that Herod was" eaten of worms" for lending a willing ear to an utterance less blasphemous than these.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
"THE poor ye have always with you, and whensoeve~ ye will ye may
do them good." For 124 years the object of the Society has been to
care for the poor aged members of the Household of Faith. At the
present time 1089 of such members are receiving the pensions of the
Society which mean so much to them.
The South London Sale of Work at Camberwell and the Hornsey
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Rise Sale had good results, and the Committee are grateful to the
many friends who kindly forwarded articles for them, and to all who
contributed to their success.
On July 10th the meeting which Mrs. Peak usually holds in her
garden at Appledore, Horley, took place this year in the schoolroom of
Victoria Road Chapel, owing to the weather. Mr. Raven presided
and presented a Report, the Secretary gave details of the Society's
work, and the Rev. WaIter Brooke followed with an address warmly
commending the effort.
The Sixtieth Anniversary of the Hornsey Rise Home was held on
July 3rd, when a sermon was preached by the Rev. Wm. Thomson,
B.D., M.B., from Galatians vi. 10.
Gatherings will be held in the interest of the Society as follows:
on Wednesday, Aug. 12th, a garden meeting at Frinton-on-Sea, and
on Aug. 19th a service in the evening at Ebenezer Chapel, Brighton.

ltebiebJs aniJjtotices of JSoaks.
How I LEARNED TO LOVE THE DOCTRINES OF GRACE. By Harold A.
Lewty, M.A., Rector of Micklefield, Suffolk. Pp. 10. Price 1td.
post free. (Sovereign Grace Union, The Parsonage, 98, Camberwell Grove, London, S.K5.)
This is a deeply interesting account of one who, having formerly
been an Anglo-Catholic, became a lover of the doctrines of grace. If
a new edition is called for we should like the writer to give greater and
fuller details, and to specify more ftilly all the doctrines of grace which
he has learned to love.
THE THIRTy-NINE ARTICLES. ·WHY THE ATTACK MUST BE REPULSED.
By Rev. Fisher Ferguson, M.A. Pp. 8. Price Id; post free 1td.
(Protestant Truth Society, 3-4, St. Paul's Churchyard, London,
KC.4.)
.
The Bishop of Croydon has lately expressed the hope that the
Thirty-Nine Articles should be put in "an Ecclesiastical Museum."
This is one indication out of many of the growing revolt against the
doctrinal truths set forth by our Reformers. Mr. Fisher Ferguson's
pamphlet is a clear and definite defence of the Church of England's
faith as set forth in the Thirty-Nine Articles.
We have received a two-paged leaflet entitled, Some Reasons Why
the Revised Prayer Book (the' Deposited Book '), which was twice thrown
out by Parliament, should not now be used.
This deserves to be widely circulated. It can be had from the
Church Association, 13 and 14, Buckingham Street, Strand, London,
W.C.2. Price 3d. per dozen, or Is. 6d. per 100.

