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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that wo may be able to comfort them which are In any
trouble by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 CORINTII'lANS i. 4.
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THE DIVINE COMFORTER.
" As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you."ISAIAH lxvi. 13.
THE Speaker of these precious words is J EHOVAH Himself. They
are addressed primarily to His ancient people, and point to the
blessedness, spiritual and temporal, yet in store for them.
But GOD is also the Comforter of all the Israel of GOD. The
Apostle Paul describes Him as the" GOD, that comforteth those
that are cast down," and he says that GOD 'I comforted us by
the coming of Titus " (2 Cor. vii. 6).
All real comfort comes from GOD. Comfort is ascribed to all
the three Persons of the Trinity. The FATHER is described as
"the GOD of all comfort" (2 Cor. i. 3). The SON is spoken of as
"the consolation of Israel" (Luke ii. 25). He was anointed by
the FATHER" to comfort all that mourn" (Isa. lxi. 1, 2). The
HOLY GHOST is spoken of as "another Comforter" (John xiv.
16, 17). GOD comforts His people through the Scriptures. The
things written therein "were written for our learning, that we
through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope"
(Rom. xv. 4). GOD has given to His people" everlasting consolation and good hope through grace" (2 Thess. ii. 16).
Comfort, then, is our theme, the comfort revealed for all the
members of GOD'S family.
First, let us think of the nature of the comfort wherewith GOD
comforteth His people.
It may be described as redeeming comfort. "Break forth into
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joy, sing together, ye waste places of Jerusalem: for the LORD
hath comforted His people, He hath redeemed Jerusalem" (Isa.
lii. 9). The redemption of Jerusalem and the comfort of Jerusalem's
people are here synonymous terms. GOD comforts His people by
delivering them from all the merited penalty of their sins. And
how has this been effected for the Israel of GOD ~ Surely, by
" the precious blood of CHRIST, as of a LAMll without blemish and
without spot" (1 Pet. i. 19). With that blood GOD has redeemed
His people. CHRIST, by being made a curse for them, redeemed
them from the curse of the law. They have" redemption through
His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His
grace" (Eph. i. 7). CHRIST gave "His life a ransom for many"
(Matt. xx. 28). Thus He redeemed them from the penalty of their
sins. They are brought by His grace and power to see themselves
as sinners-lost and meriting· hell-and then to see CHRIST as
their REDEEMER. Thus they are comforted with the assurance
of everlasting safety.
This comfort may be described as reconciling comfort. They
were at a distance from GOD, separated from Him through sin.
He was judicially hostile to them because of their sins; judicially
and justly angry. But CHRIST, their holy Substitute, has endured
the penalty which their sins deserved, and fully satisfied His
FATHER'S justice. Thus He has reconciled His people to GOD by
His death (Rom. v. 10). He has'made peace by the blood of
His cross. They are therefore made nigh to GOD by CHRIST'S
atoning blood, and through Him they have access to the FATHER.
When that becomes their happy experience they say, "0 LORD,
I will praise Thee: though Thou wast angry with me, Thine
anger is turned away, and Thou comfortedst me" (Isa. xii. 1).
What an infinite mercy if we can look up into GOD'S face and
say, "Thou comfortedst me."
This comfort may be further described as pardoning comfort.
The LORD'S people need His pardoning mercy and comfort. They
were shapen in iniquity, and conceived in sin. By nature they
are the children of wrath. Their sins are more in number than
the hairs of their heads. Their transgressions are "manifold"
and their sins are "mighty" (Amos v. 12). No unpardoned
sinner can enter heaven. By reason of our sins we are guilty
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before GOD. Our mouths are stopped. We have not a word
which we can rightly say in our defence. Yet, GOD, against Whom
we have sinned, has in accordance with His infinite grace, provided a way by which He can be just and yet the Justifier of
him that believeth in JESUS. On the ground of the propitiation
which He, in love, sent His SON to be, He bids His messengers to
speak comfortably to His people, and to say that their "iniquity
is pardoned." What comfort is comparable to the comfort which
such an assurance brings to an awakened sinner.
"Sing, 0 heavens; and be joyf~l, 0 earth; and break forth
into singing, 0 mountains: for the LORD hath comforted His
people, and will have mercy upon His afflicted." (See Isa. xl. 1,2 ;
xlix. 13.) What a mercy if we have" a sense of blood-bought
pardon." "Blessed (or happy) is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man unto whom the
LORD imputeth not iniquity" (Ps. xxxii. 1, 2).
This is the comfortable portion of every sinner who believeth
in JESUS. "To Him give all the prophets witness, that through
His Name whosoever believeth in Him shall receive remission of
sins" (Acts x. 43).
We also read of what may be called fertilizing comfort. " The
LORD shall comfort Zion: He will comfort all her waste places ;
and He will make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the
garden of the LORD; joy and gladness shall be found therein,
thanksgiving, and the voice of melody" (Isa. li. 3). GOD'S people,
before they are Divinely comforted, are like a wilderness. They
are destitute of all spiritual fruit. In reference to the time when
they were the servants of sin, the apostle asks, "What fruit had
ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the
end of those things is death." But after they "become servants
to GOD" they "have their fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life" (Rom. vi. 21, 22). The works of the flesh bring no
real comfort, but when the LORD'S people are Divinely made
fruitful in the graces of the Spirit, His fertilizing power brings
comfort to their hearts.Joy and gladness are experienced.
Thanksgiving and the voice of melody and praise are rendered to
Him Who makes His people" fruitful in every good work." Thus
the comfort wherewith GOD graciously comforts His people may be
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described as redeeming, reconciling, pardoning, and fertilizing
comfort.
Secondly, think of the Source of this oomfort.
The Source is JEHOVAH Himself. "So will I comfort you,"
He says. The comfort which a sinner needs can only come
from GOD Himself. No mere man can redeem us from the curse
of the law, reconcile us to GOD, and bestow upon us the pardon of
all our sins. To JEHOVAH alone belong mercies and forgivenesses.
He only can blot out our transgressions and forgive our iniquities. He only can produce in us fruit which is pleasing in His
sight. Hence, He says, " I, even I, am He that comforteth you"
(Isa. li. 12). It is the LORD Himself Who comforts Zion. Dost thou
feel uncomfortable and disconsolate because of thy sins? Repair
to Him Who was sent "to bind up the broken hearted, to appoint
unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes,
the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of
heaviness" (Isa. lxi. 1, 3).
He alone can give present and eternal comfort to His believing
people.
Thirdly, let us think of the manner wherew'ith the LORD comforts
His people.
•
He says, " As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort
you." We all know how a mother comforts a distressed child.
Her heart goes out to her sobbing little one. She runs to him
when she hears his cry of distress, and presses him to her bosom.
With the same tenderness, warmth, affection, and love with
which a mother comforts her distressed little one, so the great
JEHOVAH comforts His people, the objects of His eternal love,
the people of His gracious choice.
He asks, "Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she
should not have compassion on the son of her womb? yea, they
may forget, yet will I not forget thee" (Isa. xlix. 15).
Even a mother may fail to comfort her offspring, but the LORD
will never fail to comfort His people. "Blessed are they that
mourn: for they SHALL be comforted" (Matt. v. 4).
But there are fathers who are tender and compassionate towards
their children. A father's heart may feel keenly for his children.
The father in the parable, when his son was yet a great way off,
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"saw him and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck,
and kissed him" (Luke xv. 20). Hence we read, "Like as a
father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear
Him" (Ps. ciii. 13).
With great tenderness, sympathy, warmth, and affection the
LORD comforts His people. He comforteth them in all their
tribulation, and by His SPIRIT He is their abiding Comforter.
"Wherefore comfort one another with these words" (1 Thess.
iv. 18). There are many things which make us uncomfortable,
but our GOD is" the FATHER of mercies, and the GOD of all comfort."
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's LYn.n.

NONCONFORMIST APOSTASY.
THE Liverpool correspondent of an Anglo-Catholic paper for May 26th
last has the following sad exposure of spiritual decline amongst
Nonconformists:
"The Nonconformist distress signals are becoming increasingly
urgent! Anything is done in despairing efforts to draw congregations.
The Post a few days ago gave a description of a play, substituted for
the sermon in a chapel. Monday's issue of the same paper, in parallel
columns, had accounts of services. In one chapel, youth occupied
the pulpit, and the minister sat in the pew! Two youths and a girl
each preached a sermon! A youth led the prayers, and others read
the Lessons. The choir was also composed of youthful mem,bers.
" At the other chapel the service was entirely in the hands of women,
who preached, played, sang, and made the collections! "
[The Apostle Paul says, "The time will come when they will not
endure sound doctrine. . . . And they shall turn away their ears from
the truth" (2 Tim. iv. 3, 4).-Editor.]

A JINGHPAWAND FAMILY PRAYER.
" I HEARD one of the happiest sounds last night, as I passed by one of
the house~. Ndang Tu, paralysed in both legs and trying to learn to
read, was leading his mother and wife in family prayers, before retiring
for the night, and it was lovely to hear him, as I stood outside and
listened. Just over a year ago the Gospel was entirely unknown to
him, and now I heard him pray familiarly to his heavenly Father, as
though he might have known Him for years."-Letter from Rev. A. T.
Houghton, dated April 29th, 1933, B.O.M.S. Missionary in Burma.
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IV.-ITS TEACHING ON GUIDANCE.
" Thou hast guided the:m in Thy strength unto Thy holy habitation."EXODUS xv. 13.

CONNECTED with Buchmanism, or the Oxford Group Movement,
there is peculiar teaching as to the subject of Guidance. In reference to this, ~he Rev. C. M. Chavasse, Master of St. Peter's Hall,
Oxford, says, "The means by which God directs the lives of His
people are manifold; but with the Groups the term 'Guidance'
is used almost exclusively to refer to one method only; and their
'Quiet Time' is principally devoted to its practice. With the
notable example of its founder (Dr. Buchman) before them, the
followers of the Groups are encouraged to expect and practise, as
the normal and highest method of Guidance, and in all issues,
whether trivial or important, an ad hoc direction of the Holy
Spirit through what they call' luminous thoughts.''' Mr. Chavasse
goes on t~ say, " It cannot be right to invest with Divine authority
so very much that must obviously be pure auto-suggestion; and,
as both psychologists and mystics warn, it as highly dangerous
for anyone who is not absolutely normal to open the door to the
mysterious depths of the subconscious mind by relaxing the watchfulness of reason." (The Record, Nov. 18th, 1932, p. 689.)
How this so-called Guidance is obtained may be gathered from
the following extract: "What is Dr. Buchman's manner of living .~
Taking Life Changers again as our authority, we find he begins
each day by spending an hour or more in complete silence of soul
and body while he gets guidance for that day. On this' spiritual
silence' he lays especial emphasis, and puts it in a more important
place than even reading the Bible and prayer, He teaches his
votaries to wait upon God with paper and pencil in hand each morning
in this relaxed and inert condition, and to write down whatever
guidance they get. . . . This may be given by a seducing spirit,
but I doubt if ever by the Holy Ghost, excepting, perhaps, sometimes to a truly' born again' Christian who has become ensnared
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by the Movement." (The Oxford Group Movement, by J. G.
Brown, pp. 15, 16.)
In reference to the "Quiet Time" of the Groups, we read:
" Much of this quiet time is to be devoted to listening or waiting
upon God for explicit guidance as to the day's affairs. This
guidance is to be expected in the form of inward promptings of
so definite a character that they can be written down as in the nature
of marching orders for the day, and these promptings are to befollowed.
It may be sought and secured at any moment during the day,
and however strange it may be, it should be implicitly obeyed. Thus
the life is claimed to be guided in every detail by direct communication
from God" (A Memorandum on the Group Movement).
The author of the book For Sinners Only, written in favour of
the Group Movement, claims to have been supernaturally gu'ided
in arranging for a series of articles on "My Religion," for a paper
of which he was Literary Editor. In reference to this, he said to
three of the leaders of the Group Movement, "I, too, had received
from supernatural sources (as I supposed) a remarkably successful
religious series." "Through guidance,'; said the three. Yet one
of the writers of this series of articles on "My Religion" was
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, a Spiritualist, another was a Roman
Catholic, and another (Mr. Arnold Bennett) says of himself, "I
do not believe, and never have at any time believed, in the Divinity
of Christ, the Virgin birth, the immaculate conception; heaven,
hell, the immortality of the soul, the Divine inspiration of the
Bible." Yet the author of For Sinners Only, and three of the
leaders of the Group Movement, believed it was Divine guidance
which led to the choice of such men to write articles for a newspaper on "My Religion." (For Sinners Only, pp. 8, 18, 29.)
This is only an illustration of the danger of imagining that a
man may be infallibly guided by "luminous thoughts" which
may come to his ,mind while sitting in silence with paper and pencil
in hand ready to receive guidance for the day. We hasten to say
that the author of For Sinners Only received this supernatural
before he joined the Group Movement, and while he
guidance
was working in the garden. But, as we have pointed out, his view
of being supernaturally guided was endorsed by three of the Group
leaders. It may be true that he was "supernaturally guided,"
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but by whom? Was the guidance from God or from Satan?
Would God guide a Literary Editor to engage as a writer a man
who denied the Divinity of Christ, the immortality of the soul,
and the existence of heaven and hell ?
From the book For Sinners Only we learn that the Oxford
Groupists believe that "God spoke to them when they needed
His guidance." "Petitions and quiet listening for the reply,
especially in the morning when preparing for the day's work,"
is the method for obtaining this guidance. The members of the
Group "listen-in each morning, hoping for a clear message from
God on how to run their day."
"The condition of clear guidance was complete surrender of
everything-will, time, possessions, family, ambitions-all to God"
(p. 28).
" It was a practice of the Group to keep a guidance-book and
record in it those thoughts which came in periods of quiet listening
to God" (p. 29).
" The Group was a Fellowship-a first-century Christian Fellowship, controlled by the Holy Spirit, and it was remarkable how
the guidance received by different persons in the Group, when
pieced together, made one perfect pattern, showing that the Master
Mind of the Spirit was actively at work behind the scenes, not
of the Group only, but everywhere that room was made for Him"
(pp. 43, 44).
On p. 93, the author of For Sinners Only, tells of his "first
practical experience of the Quiet Time, a first principle of the
Group . . . a principle on which the Group can make no compromise. Guidance must come to all those who surrender to God's
will. As Ken Twitchell announced the Quiet Time, the undergraduates fumbled for pencils and guidance books and began to
, listen-in' to God. . . . A listening for definite messages applicable
to present needs. As they were committed to doing God's will,
that will could be known for them at any moment of necessity."
The question of Guidance was discussed by the author of For
Sinners Only, with Canon L. W. Grensted, Oriel Professor of the
Philosophy of the Christian Religion at Oxford. In the course of
the conversation the Professor said, "I was once worrying as to
which I should do: go a long journey by car or by train. After
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a long time wasted in weighing the pros and cons, guidance came
suddenly through with the message, 'Don't be a fool, go by car.'
If I had trusted my guidance instead of my reasoning powers,
I should have been told not to be a fool much earlier" (p. 288).
We would ask, would the Holy Ghost with the object of guiding
a man as to whether he should journey by car or train, say to
him, " Don't be a fool, go by car" ?
We have given these quotations so that our readers may see for
themselves what is being taught by the Group Movement on the
subject of Guidance. We would now direct our readers' attention
to some of the teaching of Scripture on the important subject of
Guidance.
1. First, we would point out that God guides His people independently of their seeking His guidance.
The Lord was the Guide of His people Israel all through their
wilderness journeys. He" went before them by day in a pillar
of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire,
to give them light; to go by day and night. He took not away
the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from
before the people" (Exod. xiii. 21, 22). This was "throughout
all their journeys," "according to the commandment of the Lord
they abode in their tents, and according to the commandment
of the Lord they journeyed" (Exod. xl. 38;/ Num. ix. 20). The
Lord undertook to guide them independently of any request. on
their part.
They did not rise in the morning and sit in silence, listening-in
for Divine guidance, and jotting down in a guidance book the
so-called Divine guidance received during their moments of silence.
The Lord had taken them to be His people, and He had undertaken
to be their God.
Hence He became their Shepherd.
He is called the "Shepherd of Israel," Who led J oseph "like
a :flock" (Ps. lxxx. 1). "In His love and in His pity He redeemed
them; and He bare them and carried them all the days of old"
(Isa. lxiii. 9). J acob was "the lot of His inheritance." " He
led him about, He instructed him, He kept him as the apple of His
eye. As an eagle stirreth up her nest, :fluttereth over her young,
spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them on her
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wings: so the Lord alone did lead him, and there was no strange
god with him" (Deut. xxxii. 9-12).
With parental and shepherd care He was the Guide and Leader
of His people. They could say, "This God is our God for ever
and ever: He will be our Guide even unto death."
There is no need for listening-in for guidance, nor is there any
Scriptural warrant for such a practice. J ehovah has made Himself
responsible to be the Guide of His people. What was true of
Israel is true of all " the Israel of God." Christ is their Shepherd.
" He calleth His own sheep by name, and leadeth them out. When
He putteth forth His own sheep, He goeth before them." "Behold,"
says the Father, "I have given Him for a Witness to the people,
,a Leader and Commander to the people" (John x. 3, 4; Isaiah Iv. 4).
Each believer can say, "The Lord is my Shepherd ... He leadeth
me beside the still waters . . . He leadeth me in the paths of
righteousness for His Name's sake" (Ps. xxiii. 1-3). No pencil
,and note book is mentioned in Scripture as necessary to secure
the guidance of "the great Shepherd of the sheep." J ehovah is
continually directing and controlling events for the good of His
blood-bought sheep. In working" all things after the counsel of
His own will" He is directing the steps of His people. Under
His sovereign control, "all things work together for good to them
that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose" (Eph. i. 11; Rom. viii. 28). In bringing His "many sons
unto glory" God is ever guiding and directing His people. Behind
the malice of Joseph's brethren was the guiding hand of God.
" God sent me before you to preserve you a posterity in the earth,
and to save your lives by a great deliverance. So now it was not
you that sent me hither, but God" (Gen. xlv. 7, 8).
We may therefore conclude that, independently even of our
prayers, if we are numbered among His people, God is superintending and directing our course for the glory of His own name and
for our personal good.
"Thou in Thy mercy hast led forth the people which Thou
hast redeemed; Thou hast guided them in Thy strength unto
Thy holy habitation" (Exod. xv. 13).
God has always been the Guide of His people. He guided Abel
as to worship, Noah as to salvation from the flood, and Abraham
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to leave his country and his kindred. He" led him throughout
all the land of Canaan" (Josh. xxiv. 3). He led Lot out of Sodom,.
guided J oseph to be governor over Egypt, Moses to be the human
leader of His people, Joshua to cross the Jordan and destroy the
Canaanites, Gideon to deliver Israel from the Midianites,Samuel
to anoint David, Elijah to go to Cherith and Zarephath and to
show himself to Ahab. He guided the shepherds to Bethlehem,
the wise men to the newly-born King, Joseph to flee into Egypt,
Philip to join himself to the Eunuch, Cornelius to send for Peter,
and He guided Paul and Barnabas in their missionary journeys.
(See Acts xvi. 6, 7, 9, 10; xviii. 9-11; xxiii. 11; xxvii. 23-25.)
Often in times past God has guided by direct speech, by angels,
and by visions, and by dreams. Such ways of guidance, like
the miracles, have now ceased, but in other ways God still guides
His people.
2. Secondly, He guides them into the way of peace.
Sinners would never return from their wanderings if they were
not supernaturally guided. The Father draws them to Christ
(John vi. 44). The Son guides them to the Father (Eph. ii. 18).
He guides their feet into the way of peace (Luke i. 79). The
Spirit guides them to a sense of sin and testifies of Christ to their
souls. (See J~hn xv. 26; xvi. 8-14.)
No pencils, guidance books, and listening-in are mentioned in
connection with such guidance.
3. Thirdly, the Lord guides His redeemed people in their journey
to the heavenly Oanaan.
He never leaves nor forsakes them. He is with them always.
He guides them continually. They can say, "Thou shalt guide
me with Thy counsel, and afterward receive me to glory" (Ps:
lxxiii. 24).
He is pledged to be their Guide. " The .meek will He guide in
judgment: and the meek will He teach His way" (Ps. xxv. 9).
4. Fourthly, He leads His people by His Word.
His Word is a lamp unto their feet and a light unto their path.
(See Ps. cxix. 105.) That Word is "profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for inst.ruction in righteousness: that the
man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good
works" (2 Tim. iii. 16, 17).
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By means of the Word, in which the man of God needs to
meditate day and night, he is guided into a full knowledge of all
the doctrines, precepts and predictions of the inspired Scriptures.
He is thus guided to distinguish between truth and error, between
right and wrong, and between false prophecies and true. Under
the guidance of Bible teaching he welcomes all Divine truth, and
rejects all human error; he seeks to fashion his life according
to the holy precepts of God's Word, and to shun the ways of sin
in all their forms; he takes heed to the" sure word of prophecy,"
and, in the events which happen in fulfilment thereof, he sees
how God is governing all events after the counsel of His own will.
His thoughts, words, and actions are more or less guided and
controlled by that Book which is our only rule of faith and practice.
5. Fifthly, He guides His people by His Spirit.
Through the indwelling Spirit their understandings are opened
to understand the doctrines, precepts and predictions of the
Scriptures. They have "an unction from the Holy One," and
through the unction of the Spirit their knowledge of all spiritual
truth grows. Only those who are "led by the Spirit of God"
are" the sons of God" (Rom. viii. 14).
The guidance and teaching of the Spil'it, however, are closely
associated with prayerful, patient and persevering study of the
Scriptures. Failure to study the Scriptures prayerfully and regularly will prevent growth in the knowledge of Divine truth and
foster a large amount of spiritual ignorance. The Holy Ghost
does not encourage spiritual sloth and idleness. He does not
grant His blessing on neglect of the volume which He has inspired.
Those Christians who neglect their Bibles are in danger of being
"led away with the error of the wicked" (2 Pet. iii. 17).
The Holy Ghost does not promise to guide those who merely
sit with pencil and paper to put down as Divine guidance the
imaginations of their sinful and corrupt hearts.
The Holy Spirit no doubt gives special wisdom to His people
in cases of special emergency. They need not be anxious how
or what they should speak when brought before governors and
kings for Christ's sake. Leaning on the Spirit's power, He will
give them special wisdom at such times. (Matt. x. 18-20; Luke
xxi. 14, 15.)
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Each child of God who meekly and prayerfully studies God's
Word can say, "Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel" (Ps.
lxxiii. 24).
6. Lastly, God guides His people by His providenoes and in answer
to prayer.
We see the remarkable providence of God in J oseph's history.
While in prison he interpreted the butler's dream. For a time
the butler forgot Joseph, who had interpreted his dream. Later,
however, after two full years, Joseph's interpretation of the butler's
dream providentially led to his liberation from prison, and to his
exaltation in the land of Egypt to a position next to the king
(Gen. xli. 9-14, 39-41).
It was Divine providence which delivered Paul from the conspiracy of above forty men who had sworn to take his life. Paul's
sister's son heard of it, and that fact led to Paul's remarkable
deliverance. It was the guiding hand of God.
It is remarkable how one little event leads on in God's providence to great events in the history of God's people.
There can be no doubt that God guides His people in answer
to prayer. They feel their ignorance at times, and are perplexed
as to what course they should take. Then they seek for guidance
and wisdom, and often in remarkable ways He opens out their
path and makes their way plain. Abraham's servant prayed to
be guided to the damsel who should become Isaac's wife, and God
remarkably answered his prayer. (Gen. xxiv. 27, 48.)
In seeking Divine guidance, we need to be meekly willing to
follow the path which God in His providence marks out for us.
"The meek will He guide in judgment; and the meek will He
teach His way" (Ps. xxv. 9). We do not know what is best for
us, and we do well to avoid attempting to choose our Own lot,
however desirable it may seem to be. As we look back upon our
past lives, we shall often see that it was a gracious overruling
providence that withheld from us things which to us at the time
seemed desirable and good.
The Lord leads His people tenderly and gently (Deut. xxxii. 10;
Isa. xl. 11), oontinually (Isa. lviii. 11), safely (Ps. lxxviii. 53), and
skilfully (Ps. lxxviii. 72).
In conclusion, we would point out that there are many things
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which require no special guidance. What we call "common
sense" is a gift from God already possessed, and intended to guide
us in regard to many things which take place. For example, if
a child were to fall into the fender near a blazing fire we need
no special guidance as to what to do. Our common sense would
lead us to act at once in rescuing the child. If a telegram comes
making a special request, a quick decision is necessarily called for,
though even then a few moments may be spent in prayer and
thought ere a reply is sent.
Moreover, there is no warrant in Scripture for expecting to
lay in a stock of guidance for the day and write it all down in the
early morning after "listening-in," as the Groupists say. As we
do not know what a day may bring forth, so we do not know
beforehand how we should act under given circumstances. God
will guide His trusting people at the time when guidance is needed.
Sometimes in connection with some things He may keep them
waiting to test their faith. In such cases, "It is good that a
man should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the .
Lord." "The Lord,i:s good unto them that wait for Him, to the
soul that seeketh Him" (Lam. iii. 25, 26).
In 8,11 our ways we should acknowledge God, and He will direct
our paths. Sometimes courtesy demands speedy answers and
quick decisions. In such cases we may utter ejaculatory prayers
for guidance and direction. Caution and care, however, are always
needed lest we come to unwise decisions.
We are convinced that the Oxford Group teaching on Guidance
is dangerous and evil, and we need to beware of it. Let our prayer
be, "Lead me in Thy truth, and teach me: for Thou art the
God of my salvation; on Thee do I wait all the day"; " For
Thy name's sake lead me, and guide me" (Ps. xxv. 5; xxxi. 3).
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THE EDITOR.

" BUT after all my new authors, I turn back to myoId commentator,
Scott, with a fresh zest. . . . I have now been reading him for forty
years, and my judgment is that he surpasses all other commentators
by far: with the single exception of the incomparable John Calvin,
who, considering the age when he wrote, stands a prodigy of sound
interpretation of inspired Scripture, and of real learning."-Bishop
Daniel Wilson, Feb. 1st, 1838.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" The Lord knoweth them that are His."-2

TIMOTHY

ii. 19.

IN the very heart of Bristol, week by week throughout the year, on
each successive Monday evening, there is held a very sacred and
profitable Bible Class, where a few of the Lord's dear people, under
the able leadership of Mr. T. Bryant, still realize the value and
importance of studying the precious Word of God. That class has
a long and sacred record, although of its actual commencement I am
not able accurately to write. But it was in existence when our steps
were led to Bristol in 1895, and of those days when the beloved and
honoured Rev. J. Ormiston conducted it, we still hold sweet and
sacred memories. Those who recognized its value have clung tenaciously to it and prayerfully sustained it. I am a privileged holder
of the syllabus of subjects, whilst no longer able to join in person,
but am thereby with the dear members in spirit. Some little time
ago, the subject given was, " Some of the nameless characters of the
Bible," and I shall not intrude upon any of the speakers and the
remarks they may have been led to make, if· I give in this paper
what was my meditation in the silence of my own room at the
time.
I turn to Isaiah xxxv. 8, where we read of " a way," and that" the
way of holiness," wherein the unclean shall never pass, " but it /Shall be
for those," and I find a note written in the margin of my Bible, " no
need for the Lord to mention who by name. His people are ever on
His heart," but lest this should discourage any little faith one,a little
lower down we find His own gracious declaration, " but the redeemed
shall walk there"; and thus we find His people" those," whom He
has" redeemed" with His precious blood. It is this which gives you
and me, dear reader, the hope and plea that though we may be
"unknown," yet we are "well known," the Lord knowing" them
that are His," and caring for each and all infinitely and compassionately. The prophet invites us to "Lift up our eyes on high, and
behold Who hath created these things, that bringeth out their host
by number: He calleth them all by names, by the greatness of His
might, for that He is strong in power, not one faileth." Surely if the
great Creator knoweth and calleth all those heavenly luminaries by
their names, though they cannot be numbered (see Jer. xxxiii. 22),
how much more then does He know and call all His spiritual creation
by their names? Yea, from the least to the greatest, He knoweth
them that are His, and their names He hath written" in marks of
indelible grace" upon the palms of His bands, as dear Toplady wrote.
Each name is inscribed in the Lamb's Flock Book, never to be erasednot one missing of "those" and the "all" that the Father had
entrusted to Him to redeem. "I have called thee by thy name, thou.
23
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art Mine." He declares them thus as His own peculiar property.
In the marriage contract, the bride changes her name for that of
another, even her husband-His name is now hers. And of His Bride,
the Heavenly Bridegroom declares, " Thy Maker is thine husband" ;
and" Thou shalt no more be termed Forsaken; neither shall thy land
any more be termed Desolate: but thou shalt be called Hepzibah
and thy land Beulah: for the Lord delighteth in Thee, and thy land
shall be married" (Isa. lxii. 4). Thus far for the encouragement of
the" nameless" ones that their names are written in heaven and well
known to Him.
'
Let us look at some of the characteristics by which the un-named
Christians are known as belonging to the Lord. Our minds at once
go to those described as fearing the Lord in Malachi iii. 16. "Then
they that feared the Lord spake often one to anotber." With filial
fear in their hearts, they long after Him Whom their soul loveth,
and they love the companionship of His people. They cannot but
speak of Him, with their hearts full of love to Him for His first having
loved them. And tbis is well-pleasing to the Lord. He hearkens and
hears, and they are written in His book of remembrance and He speaks
of them as" Mine" and" My jewels." Oh! Jesus loves the testimony
of His people. Tbeir praise of Him is " comely," and whoso offereth
it, glorifieth Him, as He has said. We know how our risen Lord
drew near those two sad-hearted ones as they walked the Emmaus
road, disconsolately talking of Him they had loved and now lost,
and with His death they had lost all their hope in the One they thought
would" have redeemed Israel." The Holy Spirit, to Whose Sovereignty
we bow, has only told us the name of one of those disconsolate companions-" The one of them whose name was Cleopas." We may
conjecture as to who the other was, and think it not unlikely to have
been his wife, from the circumstances hinging on this sweet story.of
the godly converse and graciously and Divinely arranged blessing.
But where Scripture is silent, we must be also, and leave this" unnamed" character under the Divine blessing which undoubtedly was
his or her portion. Both of their hearts" burned" with love to their
risen Lord, and with one heart they hastened their return to Jerusalem
to rejoice and share their joy with" the eleven gathered together."
And one thinks of her who " touched and healing virtue stole" from
the Divine Healer. She is designated by the Gospeller as " a woman,"
but ber name is in the Book of Life, and her Lord addressed her as
" Daughter," and bid ber " go in peace." And is there not comfort
to read that besides" Joanna and Susanna " there were" many others
which ministered unto Him of their substance," but not one of them
overlooked by their Lord, and each to stand in his lot at the end of
the days, and be referred to by Him in the words, " Behold I and the
cbildren which God hath given Me" (Heb. ii. 13) ?
Then one thinks of the " Ethiopian eunuch," in that beautiful story
of grace's leadings and dealings. What brought him all those hundreds
of miles to worship, and how came he to be possessed of a roll of
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Scripture, even that of the Messianic prophet? One also thinks of
the three thousand that were added to the Church after Peter's sermon
at Pentecost, and of the Divine declaration by Jeremiah, inspired of
the Holy Ghost, " Thou showest lovingkindness unto thousands (Jer.
xxxii. 18), and many other like references, but as our subject title
reminds us, they are characters of Scripture, and they each and all had
this necessary characteristic, they had.heard the voice of Jesus. They
knew Whom they had believed. They had heard His call, and seen
themselves to be 16st, undone, needy and guilty sinners, and He had
wrought repentance in them, convinced them of their need of a Saviour,
roused them up to fly to Him and lay hold of His salvation. The
Great Shepherd of His sheep had marked them, and so they come to
Him at the appointed time.
"Then on each He setteth His own secret sign,, They that have My Spirit, these,' saith He, 'are Mine.'''

Nameless or unrecorded names as regards earthly distinction, and
yet everyone to pass under the rod of the Great Shepherd Who
counteth and calleth by name; everyone to appear in Zion, having
trod the appointed pathway and gone through the" much tribulation."
How does the Holy Ghost describe many of these way-worn" nameless"
saints? "Of whom the world was not worthy!" But" these all,
having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise;
God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us
should not be made perfect."
Nor whilst considering this profitable subject must we pass over
without expressing the thought of the Sovereignty of our God in His
acts and dealings. Each redeemed son and daughter of the Lord God
Almighty is so individual, each the object of His special care and love,
although sometimes we find He is pleased to mention long details about
some, and pass over others with a brief word. Nevertheless, each one
is equally the object of His tender care, and is watched over, cherished
and preserved, led and fed, guided and brought through his perplexing
path of life by the skilfulness of His own hands and the integrity of
His heart.. They may be considering themselves as the Lord's" hidden
ones," unknown, unrecognized, and their appointed sphere may be
far from those who are called to the forefront. A mother may be
yearning for the salvation of her offspring; a father may be watching
for the first sign of Divine light and life in his son; a pastor travailing
in birth till Christ be formed in the hearts of his flock; a teacher in
Sunday School, or a leader in Bible class watering his words in prayer
and faith; the humble tract distributor, the faithful sower of the
Word; the missionary exposed to every danger in foreign lands
witnessing to the heathen the power of God'lI salvation in lip, life, and
conduct; the godly doctor and the Christian nurse at the bedside
of the sick patient: are not .these amongst the "many others"
who will hear His "Inasmuch" and enter into the joy of their
Lqrd 1
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And "unto Him "-Who will call all by their "new name"" shall the gathering of the people be ! "

,t

" All to meet in plains of glory,
All to sing His praises sweet;

What a chorus, what a meeting,
With the family complete! "
In heavenly vision, John the Divine" beheld, and 10, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds and
people and tongues, stood before the throne," whilst he was told that
" These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed
their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb" (Rev.
vii. 9, 14). They are there through Him Who had been responsible
for them, and Who could declare when He was upon earth, " And this
is the Father's will which hath sent Me, that of all which He hath
given Me, I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the
last day" (John vi. 39). They are there because He is there, even
" Jesus Christ, Who is the faithful witness and the first begotten from
the dead; the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith
the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty."
His "eyes are as a flame of fire," He sees every precious son and
daughter of His own redeeming, and is satisfied in them as they are
now eternally with Him to behold and share His glory.
R.

PRAYER FOR THE DEAD.
" PRAYING for the dead has not the least warrant in Holy Scripture.
Amid all the elaborate details of the sacrificial ritual in the Old
Testament there is nothing about sacrifices or intercession for the
dead, unless perchance as part and parcel of the 'abomination? of
Baal-Peor (Ps. cvi. 28, 29; but cf. Isa. viii. 19). The single example
of Job is sufficient to settle the question. When his sons held their
birthday feasts, the old man' continually' arose early the next morning and offered sacrifice lest anyone of the merry-makers should
heedlessly have put God out of his heart (Job i. 4, 5). Yet when
they all perished at a feast of the eldest son, he offered no sacrifice,
but enduring as seeing Him that is invisible, spoke the deathless
words, 'The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be
the name of the Lord.' Four millenniums have almost run their
course since then, yet still the Church of England holds to the Old
Religion. While they live, she prays' for all sorts and conditions of
men'; when death comes, she' Blesses God's Holy Name for all
His servants departed this life in His faith and fear,' and greets the
mourners, who come to lay their dear ones to rest, with the triumphant
assurance of the Patriarch, 'I know that my Redeemer liveth.' "The Church Intelligencer.
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" SACRIFICE."
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE HON. AND RIGHT REV. SAMUEL
WALDEGRAVE, D.D., BISHOP OF CARLISLE.

" Walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given Himselffor us
an offering and a saerijice to God for a sweet-smelling savour."EPHESIANS v. 2.
A WORD may be familiar to the lips, which is nevertheless not familiar
to the understanding.
This is especially the case with the vocabulary of Holy Scripture.
Not a few examples might be quoted: justification-sanctificationfaith, for instance. These are words frequently pronounced; but
are they therefore certainly and universally understood ?
I take the first two of these terms-justification and sanctification.
The things signified are joined together in the bonds of an indissoluble
matrimony; and those whom God hath joined together, let not man put
asunder. But is it always fully known that they are nevertheless
distinguished, each from the other, by the demarcation of many and
essential differences? That justification is, if I may so speak, "ab
extra,',' sanctification, "ab intra"? Justification, the gracious act
of God the Father, by which He pronounces the believer righteous by
virtue of the meritorious obedience of his Redeemer? Sanctification,
the no less gracious operation of God the Holy Ghost, by which He
forms Christ, in all the comeliness of His image, within that believer's
bosom?
And so the faith, by which alone the sinner can apprehend Christ,
either for justification or for sanctification-is it always recognized as
being nothing more, nothing less, than a simple, a loving trust in the
word of Him that cannot lie? "Nothing more"-so that no super
addition of prayers, and sacraments, and works, is necessary to its
saving efficacy: "nothing less"-so that no merely intellectual
consent, no merely fruitless acquiescence in revealed truth, can
challenge that healing virtue which belongs only to a heaven-taught, a
clinging recumbency on the infallible testimony of Jehovah concerning
His Son.
But to pass from these terms, simple as they are, to one of a character
yet more elementary still. The word "sacrifice" cannot but be
familiar to the eye and the ear; for how frequent is its occurrence in
the pages of Holy Scripture! Thus, for example, we read of Christ" But this man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat
down on the right hand of God" (Heb. x. 12). But, brethren, is it
quite sure that everyone fully comprehends the significance of the
word thus constantly recurring in so august a connection? And yet,
how can any understand the Gospel of our salvation without this
knowledge? For the sufficiency, the efficacy, the finality of Christ's
sacrifice constitute the very marrow and fatne&s of the Gospel.
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It may not therefore be amiss if, for the more abundant edification
of some, and the· greater confirmation of others, we confine ourselves
to the elucidation of that one word-that one distinguished word of
my text-the word" sacrifice." That word being well understood,
the full measure of instruction contained in my text will quickly
follow in its train. "Elucidation," I say; for it is my design to take
a survey of the earliest historic sacrifices recorded in Holy Scripture;
and they would seem rather to exemplify than to demonstrate the
true character of this Divine ordinance.
Abel's offering is the first to which I shall invite your attention.
You will find its story in the fourth of Genesis: "And in process
of time it came to pass that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground
an offering unto the Lord. And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings
of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the Lord had respect unto
Abel and to his offering: but unto Cain and. to his offering he had
not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell"
(Gen. iv. 3, 4, 5).
I am perfectly aware that the word used by the inspired penman, and
by our translators rendered" offering," is " minchah "-a generic term
which includes other oblations besides those which are in the strictest
sense of the word sacrificial. But sacrificial offerings it does include,
as is evident from its use by the prophet Malachi: "Ye said also,
Behold, what a weariness is it! and ye have snuffed at it, saith the
Lord of hosts; and ye brought that which was torn, and the lame, and
the sick; thus ye brought an offering: should I accept this of your
hand 1 saith the Lord. But cursed be the deceiver, which hath in
his flock a male, and voweth, and sacrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt
thing: for I am a great King, saith the Lord of hosts; and my name is
dreadful among the heathen" (Mal. i. 13, 14). And that Abel's
offering-Abel's minchah-was of this species,the Holy Ghost instructs
in the Epistle to the Hebrews: "By faith Abel offered unto God a
more excellent sacrifice (7rA£{OJla evrr{aJl) than Cain, by which he
obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts:
and by it he being dead yet speaketh" (Heb. xi. 4).
Abel's offering, then, was a "sacrifice."
Now mark well its prominent featUres. "He brought of the firstlings of his flock, and of the fat thereof." An animal, the best of its
kind, was presented to the Lord. "And the Lord had respect unto
Abel and to his offering." That presentation, then, was accompanied
with the acceptance of the sinful worshipper.
Thus far, then, are we brought by Abel's offering.
From it we learn that sacrifice is the solemn presentation of a victim
to Jehovah, for the purpose of procuring the acceptance of the offerer.
But wherein consists the efficacy of sacrifice? Is it in the mere
presentation of the victim near Jehovah's altar 1 or is it in its immolation on that altar 1
.
For a reply to this question, I would have you turn to the second
great sacrifice chronicled in Old Testament story. I mean the sacrifice
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offered by Noah on emerging from the ark. You will find it recorded
in the eighth of Genesis, at the twentieth f1nd twenty-first verses:
" And Noah builded an altar unto the Lord; and took of every clean
beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the altar.
And the Lord smelled a sweet savour ; and the Lord said in His
heart, I will not again curse the ground any more for man's sake;
for the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth; neither
will I again smite any more every thing living, as I hAve done."
You will notice there the same prominent features aswe discovered
in Abel's offering. Again are animals, the best of their kind, presented
to the Lord. "Noah builded an altar unto the Lord; and took of
every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings
on the altar." Again is that presentation accompanied by the pardon
and acceptance of the sinful worshipper. "And the Lord smelled a
sweet savour; and the Lord said in His heart, I will not again curse
the ground any more for man's sake; . . . neither will I again smite
any more every thing living, as I have done."
But there is, as you will have already observed, another point
brought out to view. We discover that Jehovah's satisfaction with
the offerer Jollowed upon the consummation of his sacrifice. For it
was not when Noah had selected the clean beasts, and the clean fowls,
that the Lord expressed His good pleasure. Nor was it when those
clean beasts and clean fowls had been brought to, or even laid upon
the altar. But it was when the savour of the burnt sacrifice went up,
that Jehovah was propitiated: He "smelled a savour of rest," and
declared that, in spite of the past offences, in spite of the inveterate
corruption of man, He would no more visit him in wrath as He had
done. "And the Lord smelled a sweet savour; and the Lord said
in His heart, I will not again curse the ground any more for man's
sake; for the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth;
neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as I have done.
While the earth remaineth, seed time and harvest, and cold and heat,
and summer and winter, and day and night, shall not cease" (Gen. viii.
21, 22).
We have, then, advanced another stage in our investigations into
the meaning of that word" sacrifice." In sacrifice it is the death of
the victim that delivers the offerer from the curse.
But here a question forthwith occurs: "What connection is there
between the death of an innocent victim and the pardon of an offending
worshipper? "
Turn we for a reply to a third memorable sacrifice of Old Testament
story.
Contemplate the sacrifice recorded in the last chapter of the Book
of Job: "And it was so, that ,after the Lord had spoken these words
unto Job, the Lord said to Eliphaz the Temanite, My wrath is kindled
against thee, and against thy two friends: for ye have not spoken
of Me the thing thAt is right, as My servant Job hath. Therefore take
unto you now seven bullocks and seven rams, and go to My servant
l
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Job, and offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; and My servant Job
shall pray for you: for him will I accept: lest I deal with you after
your folly, in that ye have not spoken of Me the thing which is right,
like My servant Job" (Job xlii. 7, 8).
Here again the same features are prominent, as in former examples.
By command of Jehovah Himself victims are taken: "Seven bullocks
and seven rams." By command of Jehovah Himself those victims are
slain and consumed on the altar: "Go to My servant Job, and offer
up for yourselves a burnt offering." And Jehovah Himself promises
thereon to pardon and to accept the bringers of the sacrifice: "My
servant Job shall pray for you; for him will I accept: lest I deal with
you after your folly."
But another point emerges. You will notice the words, " Offer up
for yourselves": they at once introduce us to the idea of propitiationof atonement-by vicarious suffering. The victim stood in the place,
in the stead of the offender, and suffered for him; and thus was
Jehovah satisfied. "He shall put his hand" (these words-illustrative
of the pregnant meaning of that word "for" -are found in the first
chapter of Leviticus, at the fourth verse), " He shall put his hand upon
the head of the burnt offering; and it shall be accepted for him to
make atonement for him."
Here, then, we have the idea of "sacrifice" fully developed.
A faultless animal is solemnly presented to Jehovah, to suffer and
to die instead of guilty man; and Jehovah accepts, pardons, and
blesses that man, as the sure result of the vicarious death of that
victim without blemish and without spot.
But here a further and a still more weighty question arises: " What
correspondence can there be between the death of a brute animal, and the
punishment of a sinful man? How can the one be accepted as an equivalent for the other?"
For answer I would refer you once more to Old Testament story.
Study, fourthly, the offering up of Isaac, as recorded in the twentysecond of Genesis. That chapter is one with which you must all be
well acquainted. I will therefore read only a portion of it: "And
Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son.
And the angel of the Lord called unto him out of heaven, and said,
Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I. And He said, Lay not
thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou anything unto him: for now
I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son,
thine only son from Me. And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked,
and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and
Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering
in the stead of his son" (Gen. xxii. 10-13).
Now here I might, in passing, observe how distinctly this passage
illustrates the vicarious nature of sacrifice. Isaac was appointed to
die, but the ram dies in his stead, and Isaac lives: just as Job's three
friends deserved to die, but their bullocks and their rams died in their
stead, and they lived. And this is the more to be noted, inasmuch as

'"I

~

\~~

..

,"'

'

'Ii\.·.
)

,

.,J

.

j"

l

.~

,I.

1/

\~!
\

The Gospel Magazine

,7
,
j~,.

."'.
',,~

\.,.

\.

'l'.

t

",

345

Isaac is, in more passages than one of Holy Writ (see Gal. iv. 28;
Rom. ix. 7, 8), spoken of as a type of the Church of the firstborn which
are written in heaven. Thus would the death of the ram, in Isaac's
stead, set forth the death of Christ, in the stead of His people.
But it is not upon this point that I wish now to dwell. There is
another, .and a most important lesson, to be learnt from the substitution of the ram for Isaac. Who was Abraham 1 He was the father of
that seed in Whom all families of the earth should be blessed. Who
was Isaac 1 He was that son of Abraham in Whose loins that promised
seed was yet wrapped up.
Is it too much, then, to suggest that Abraham offering up his, in
one sense, only-begotten, his well-beloved son, may have been no
undesigned similitude of God's gift of His only-begotten, His wellbeloved Son 1
And, if this be so, was not the substitution of the ram for Isaac
expressly meant to show that all these Divinely appointed sacrifices of
rams, and lambs, and he-goats, were so many types of Him Who" is
the very Paschal Lamb Which was offered for us, and hath taken away
the sin of the world" 1
If I have, my brethren, succeeded in making my self understood,
you will now have no difficulty in collecting all these :t;ays of light into
one focus, and plainly discerning what an Old Testament sacrifice was.
From Abel's "minchah" we have learnt that "sacrifice is the
solemn presentation of a spotless victim to Jehovah, for the purpose
of procuring the acceptance of the offerer."
By Noah's burnt sacrifice we have been instructed that " in
sacrifice it is the death of the victim that ensures mercy for the
offerer."
The citation from Job enlarged the measure of our information, by
teaching us that such death of the victim was essentially vicarious:
" the victim stood in the place of, in the stead of the offender, and
suffered for him."
Finally, the story of the offering up of Isaac gave to all preceding
historical-yea, and I may safely add, to all succeeding Levitical
sacrifices-the impress and stamp of Divinely appointed types,
designed to bear witness through succeeding ages, and that with
increasing distinctness, to Him Who once in the end of the world was
to appear, to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.
And now, standing at this central point, take a wider survey of my
text; and, transferring your thoughts from type to antitype-from
the many Old Testament sacrifices to the great antitypical one of the
New Testament-mark how abundantly it satisfies all the most
rigorous requirements of the holy God, all the most yearning
necessities of the contrite sinner: "Walk in love, as Christ also hath
loved us, and hath given Himself for us an offering and a sacrifice
to God for a sweet-smelling sa:vour."
"Christ gave Himself." Here indeed is a victim of matchless
worth: Christ Himself-God over all, blessed for ever; Christ Himself
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-holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners-a Lamb without
blemish and without spot.
And the Victim died. "Christ gave Himself a sacrifice to God."
"Without shedding of blood is no remission" (Heb. ix. 22). And
therefore did He, with shedding of blood, by the eternal Spirit, ofler
Himself without spot to God. Let the blood of God manifest in the
flesh ever be sprinkled on our door posts and on our lintels, so that
every man--every Israelite-may see it and adore. The incarnation
was but the preparation for the atonement. "That man hath sinned,
and God hath suflered" (Hooker, Discourse of Justification); this is
the firm anchor-hold, the secure haven, the impregnable fortress of all
our hopes. "Ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver
and gold, . . . but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb
,
without blemish and without spot" (1 Pet. i. 18, 19).
And, remember that this death was no mere illustrious example of
self-sacrifice; it was more than the surrender of His will to His Father's
command, it was truly and properly the submitting of His person to
His Father's wrath; and that in the place of those to whom that wrath
was justly due: Christ died vicariously. To take up my text again,
"Christ gave Himself for us, an oflering and a sacrifice to God."
" Christ hath once suflered for sins, the just for the unjust" (1 Pet. iii.
18). "Christ loved the Church, and gave Himselffor it" (Eph. v. 25).
Right good and comfortable words these for every contrrte, every
weary and heavy-laden soul. You know, my brother, you proveand thank God for that knowledge: it is His gift, and His alone-you
know, I say, you prove that you deserve to die; here is One Who has
tasted death in all its penal bitterness for you, in your stead.
And mark the result. "Christ hath given Himself for us, an oflering
and a sacrifice to God, for a sweet-smelling savour." When the flames
of Noah's sacrifice went upon high, Jehovah declared that, "though
the imagination of man's heart was evil from his youth" (Gen. viii. 21,
margin), He would no more destroy all flesh by the waters of a flood.
Broken-hearted, contrite fellow sinner! the savour of a more excellent
Sacrifice hath gone up on high, an amnesty still more gracious hath
been proclaimed; that Sacrifice is the sacrifice of God's Own Son, that
amnesty is an everlasting peace between God and sinners of mankind.
For hear the words of the Gospel, as preached by the prophet Isaiah:
" This is as the waters of Noah unto me: for as I have sworn that the
waters of Noah should no more go over the earth, so have I sworn
that I would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee. For the
mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed; but My kindness
shall not depart from thee, neither shall the Covenant of My peace be
removed, saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee" (Isa. liv. 9, 10).
Such, then, brethren, are some of the treasures, some of the unsearchable riches, to be discovered in my text, when it is unlocked by a
Scriptural understanding of that great and gracious word" sacrifice."
I have but one brief word more to add: it shall be a personal address
to the souls of my hearers.
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That justification aRd that sanctification of which I spake in the
opening of my discourse, and without which no man can see the Lordboth are the work of God following upon a lively, an appropriating
faith in the sacrifice of Jesus, and of that alone. Brethren, is that
faith, that" precious" faith-precious from its efficacy, precious from
its rarity-is that precious faith yours ~ Oh, for imaginations to be
cast down! Oh, for every thought to be brought into captivity to
the obedience of Christ! Oh, for the poor sinner to be led-with
absorbing, overwhelming consciousness that he is a sinner, yea, and
a lost sinner-to lay his hand like the worshipper of old, upon the head
of the One great atoning Sacrifice! For indeed, there is room for
the vilest there !
SERMONETTE.
"A LIVING HOPE."
(1 PETER i. 3.)
By THE LATE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., RD.
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TRUE Christians have a "living hope" founded upon the facts of
Christianity and the infallible Word of God, inwrought in them by
the sovereign grace of God. "Blessed," writes Peter, "be the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who, according to His great
mercy, begat us again unto a living hope by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead" (1 Peter i. 3, R.V.). This hope is described in
the Epistle to the Hebrews as " an anchor of the soul." It keeps the
soul steady and secure under all the storms of life, and amid the waves
of temptation of the world, the flesh and the devil. It is fixed on Jesus
Christ, our Lord, Who died for us and now lives in heaven for us, and is
our Forerunner (Heb. vi. 18-20). A good hope, a living hope, must
have a sure foundation, and such is Christ Jesus, " the Rock of Ages."
When this is realized, the penitent and returning sinner says :" Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply to Thy cross I cling."
The late Henry Reed, of England, finding that his home-going was
near at hand, called for pen, paper and ink, and calmly wrote the
following: "After all I have said, preached and written for upwards
of forty-five years, I wish it to be distinctly understood that the ground
of the hope that is within me (which hope is full of immortality and
eternal glory) is not repentance towards God, although it is written,
, Except ye repent ye shall likewise perish.' Nor is it faith, although
it is written, ' Without faith it is impossible to please God.' Nor is it
becoming a new creature, although it is written, 'Except a man be
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.' Nor is it in holiness,
although it is written, ' Without holiness no man shall see the Lord.'
They are, indeed, great and glorious gifts, all purchased by blood
Divine, for which I adore and praise a Triune God. Still, none of them
atoned for my sins. Repentance did not die for me; faith did not
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die for me. My confidence is not in gifts but in the Giver, the Eternal
Son of God, Who became man, and as my Substitute atoned for my
sins. On His finished work alone does my soul rely for pardon,
holiness and heaven; and He only is made of God unto me ' wisdom,
righteousness, sanctification and redemption.''' (From Our Hope,
March, 1925.)
This is a rehearsal of true faith, a faith fixed upon the finished work
of Christ. May such a faith and "good hope through grace" be
wrought by God's grace in t~ose who read it.
" My hope is built on nothing less,
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness.
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly lean on Jesus' Name.
On Christ. the solid rock, I stand.
All other ground is sinking sand."

THE FOLLY OF FIXING DATES.
ONE of our kind readers sent us a pamphlet containing a long address
given by a Mr. A. E. Ware, at the Queen's Hall, Langham Place,
London, on Tuesday evening, May 2nd last.
In that address Mr. Ware said: "God Who mocks no man has
caused me to come and stand before you positively to affirm and
declare that in about forty days from this May 2nd, 1933-that is,
not on June the 12th, but at some time just before or just after June
the 12th-our Lord Jesus Christ shall rise up from the right hand
of God and descend to a point over this earth to gather to Himself,
in less than one second of time, every man, woman, and child upon
this earth who believes truly in Jesus Christ our Lord, and who have
been-in accordance with His own Word-born again from above,
that is, born of Water and of the Spirit (see St. John, chapter iii. 3)."
June 12th (just before and just after) has passed away. It is now,
when we write, July 3rd, but the Lord has not yet come. The time
fixed by Mr. Ware for His coming has proved to be false. Nor is it
to be wondered at that Mr. Ware has proved himself a false prophet
in regard to the date of our Lord's coming. Others before him have
fixed dates, and the Lord did not come on the dates they fixed.
If we give careful heed to olir Lord's own words we shall not be
deluded by such teachers. Our Lord says: "Of that day and hour
knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but My Father only" ;
"Ye know not what hour your Lord doth come"; "In such an
hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh"; "Watch therefore,
for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man
cometh" (Matt. xxiv. 36, 42, 44; xxv. 13).
The coming of the Lord is sure and certain, and it will be a blessed
and glorious event to all His believing people, but the exact day and
hour are not known either to angels or men.
Let us "beware of false prophets" as to the date of the Lord's
coming.
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"HE KNOWETH THE WAY THAT I TAKE."
(JOB xxiii. 10.)
I CANNOT see into the future,
Or tell what to-morrow will bring;
It may be the darkness of winter
Perchance 'twill be sunshine and spring;
The hopes fondly cherished may wither,
The friends I have trusted forsake,
But Jesus my Lord is unchanging,
"He knoweth the way that I take."
For many long years He hath led me
O'er mountains of doubting and fear,
Down valleys of sorrow and trial,
By pathways both stony and drear ;
His voice hushed the tempest to stillness,
The ocean was calm when He spake,
My bark will be safe with its Pilot,
"He knoweth the way that I take."
Though darkness may shroud all the future,
His presence the gloom will dispel ;
The sea shall divide at His bidding,
With Jesus to lead, "All is well" ;
And still as I. go on my journey,
A path through the desert He'll make,
Though briars and thorns may obstruct me,
"He knoweth the \\;ay that I take."

I.f.

He knoweth the past and the present,
The future my Lord can foresee;
Jehovah, Who feedeth the ravens,
Will not be unmindful of me;
At night He will compass my pillow,
Nor leave me when mor,ning doth break,
His arms, everlasting, protect me,
"He knoweth the way that I take."
He knoweth, and when He hath tried me,
And fashioned me into His mould,
My spirit, made perfectly holy,
Shall shine in His presence as gold;
Then, then from these dull earthly visions,
In His likeness at last I shall wake,
To sing of His goodness for ever,
Who "knoweth the way that I take."
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"HOPE MAKETH NOT ASHAMED."

I HAVE frequently wondered what this means-" Hope maketh not
ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts, by the
Holy Ghost which is given unto us." The apostle (Rom. v. 1, and following) was speaking of justification, faith and peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, also of the apprehension that God gives His
people of that f:l.vour of His toward them, which is as a rock beneath
their feet. Knowing that His favour, or goodwill, is unchangeable,
they are happy in the prospect of seeing the fulness of His intention
toward them, i.e., they rejoice in hope of His glory, because He has
already given them access by faith into the grace wherein they stand.
It is not often that any of them, I suppose, would so describe their
feelings. Perhaps we would be told that justification by faith, peace
with God, and access, or a coming to Him, are matters of fact and
not of feeling. Or it might be said that all these works in the soul,
wrought by the Spirit of God alone, are quite consistent with the
mournings of unbelief, the war that wages within, the darkness that is
between one's eyes and Him Who sitteth on the throne of grace. I
have no doubt that they are consistent in the soul in which there is
a company of two armies. Christ spoke of having tribulation in the
world and peace in Himself at the same time. If He is on board
saying, "Fear not, Paul," the waves may dash and rage to their
hearts' content, the land will certainly be reached. And so " brethren,
be of good cheer." The apostle says that we rejoice in hope of the
glory of God, and it may be that the unseen, unrecognized supports
that are vouchsafed to our militant spirits, are drops of heavenly joy
(in distillations as small as the drops of dew) from the Lord. Without
knowing it, we are gladdened by the Sun of Righteousness.
The apostle says that besides being happy at the prospect of good
things to come, " we glory in tribulations also knowing that tribulation
worketh patience, and patience experience, and experience" hope."
These are facts. Every child of God who has quoted, since the hymnist
wrote the lines,
"More the treacherous calm I dread,
Than tempests, tossing o'er my head,"
has been glorying in tribulation, has had more patience than he was
wont to have, more quietness and confidence, and a firmer persuasion
that the blessing of the Lord was in it even although His ways were
past finding out. Experience works hope. It had already worked
hope in David when he went to meet Goliath. He remembered what
God had done for him when the lion and the bear roared against him,
and his hope and confidence were in Him Who saved him then. And
yet we still seem to remain at hope. How often and often the Lord
has heard our desire for recurring occasions, and yet we rise no higher
in certainty; fear still seems to accompany our prayer and our desire,
though again and again we have the petition we desire of Him. If
the text said, " Hope maketh not ashamed, because God answers us
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according to our request," indeed we could praise Him with thousands
of His joyful saints and happy children. What a wonderful word it
was, of the Lord Jesus, "Be it unto thee even as thou wilt." But
Paul says, "Hope maketh not ashamed because the love of God is
shed abroad in the heart." We have heard of the patience of one
who said, " Though He slay me yet will I trust in Him." Job's hope
so he believed, was cut off, but there was in his heart such a union with
the Almighty God and his Redeemer Whom he was yet to see, that
happen what might, the afflicted creature with the reprehensions of
his friends sounding in his ears, knew that he would not be ashamed.
The love of God was shed abroad in his heart, not as a rapturous
passion feelingly so, but as an all-permeating possession. There was
One Who said in Isaiah 1., " The Lord God will help Me; who is he
that shall condemn Me 1" He it was Whose judgment was taken
away, and Who was cut off from the earth. His hope was in God
from His earliest days; He did always the things that pleased Him,
and yet He mourned that whereas the fathers trusted and were
delivered, He was brought to the dust of death. Indeed for our sakes
He was,but His hope was fulfilled, and was not cut off, when He
triumphed over death. It was because Paul knew, and was known of
Him, that he too could triumph, and with a deep and continual sense
of his guilt and unworthiness ask, "Who is he that condemneth 1
It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again." Hope in Him
cannot be ashamed even when a thrice-asked-for blessing is denied.
I think that David had God's love shed abroad in his heart, when
he rose from the earth, anointed himself, went into the house of the
Lord, and worshipped. His child had died, and with it his hope that
God would grant him his request for its life. The elders of his house
could not understand how it was that whereas he refused their offer
of sympathy and comfort while there was yet hope, he should be lifted
above the need of both, when the worst had happened. It was
because his hope had not made him ashamed, even although it had
not, in things seen, been granted to him. When he went into the
house of the Lord and worshipped, he looked upon the things that are
unseen and eternal. Being justified by faith, he had peace with God
through his Lord Jesus Christ, by Whom also he had access into the
grace wherein he stood, and he rejoiced in hope of the glory of God.
" I shall go to Him, but He shall not return to me."
FOLLOWER-ON.

" , How shall He not with Him also freely give us all things ?' Since
the Father freely gave up His Son to die for sinners, no doubt but He
will freely give them the purchase of His death. It is a more amazing
act of love for the Father to give up His Son to suffer death, than
afterwards to give a sinner the blessings purchased by His death.
Now the Father along with Christ will freely give us all things, that
is, all needful things relating to soul and body."-John Berridge.
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ON DIVINE GUIDANCE.

l:~
, "

THE LATE REV. JOHN NEWTON, REOTOR OF ST. MARY WOOLNOTH.
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IT is well for those who are duly sensible of their own weakness and
fallibility, and of the difficulties with which they are surrounded in
life, that the Lord has promised to guide His people with His eye, and
to cause them to hear a word behind them saying, " This is the way,
walk ye in it," when they are in danger of turning aside either to the
right hand or to the left. For this purpose, He has given us the written
Word to be a lamp to our feet; and encouraged us to pray for the
teaching of His Holy Spirit, that we may rightly understand and apply
it. It is, however, too often seen that many widely deviate from
the path of duty, and commit gross and perplexing mistakes, while
they profess a sincere desire to know the will of God, and think they
have His warrant and authority. This must certainly be owing to
misapplication of the rule by which they judge, since the rule itself is
infallible, and the promise sure. The Scripture cannot deceive us, if
rightly understood; but it may, if perverted, prove the occasion of
confirming us in a mistake. The Holy Spirit cannot mislead those
who are under His influence; but we may suppose that we are so, when
we are not. It may not be unseasonable to offer a few thoughts upon
a subject of great importance to the peace of our minds, and to the
honour of our holy profession.
Many have been deceived as to what they ought to do, or in forming
a judgment beforehand of events in which they are nearly concerned,
by expecting direction in ways which the Lord has not warranted. I
shall mention some of the principal of these, for it is not easy to
enumerate them all.
Some persons, when two or more things have been in view, and they
could not immediately determine which to prefer, have committed
their case to the Lord by prayer, and have then proceeded to cast lots;
taking it for granted that, after such a solemn appeal, the turning up
of the lot might be safely rested in as an answer from God. It is true"
the Scripture, and indeed right reason, assures us that the Lord
disposes the lot; and there are several cases recorded in the Old
Testament in which lots were used by Divine appointment; but I
think neither these, nor the choosing Matthias by lot to the apostleship"
are proper precedents for our conduct. In the division of the land of
Canaan, in the affair of Achan, and in the nominetion of Saul to the
kingdom, recourse was had to lots by God's express command. The
instance of Matthias, likewise, was singular, such as can never happen
again, namely, the choice of an ,apostle, who would not have been upon
a par with the rest, who were chosen immediately by the Lord, unle.'3s
He had been pleased to interpose in some extraordinary way; and,
all these were before the canon of Scripture was completed, and before
the full descent and communication of the Holy Spirit, Who was
promised to dwell with the Church to the end of time. Under the
New Testament dispensation, we are invited to come boldly to the
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throne of grace, to make our requests known to the Lord, and to cast
our cares upon Him: but we have neither precept nor promjse
respecting the use of lots; and to have recourse to them without His
appointment seems to be tempting Him rather than honouring Him,
and to savour more 'of presumption than dependence. The effects,
likewise, of this expedient have often been unhappy and hurtful; ·110
sufficient proof how little it is to be trusted to as a guide of our conduct.
Others, when in doubt, have opened the Bible at a venture, and
expected to find something to direct them in the first verse they should
cast their eye upon. It is no small discredit to this practice that the
heathens, who knew not the Bible, used some of their favourite books
in the same way; and grounded their persuasions of what they ought
to do, or of what should befall them, according to the passage they
happened to open upon. Among the Romans, the writings of Virgil
were frequently consulted upon these occasions, which gave rise to
the well-known expression of the Sortes Virgilianw. And indeed Virgil
is as well adapted to satisfy inquirers in this way as the Bible itself ;
for if people will be governed by the occurrence of a single text of
Scripture, without regarding the context, or duly comparing it with the
general tenor of the Word of God, and with their own circumstances,
they may commit the greatest extravagances, expect the greatest
impossibilities, and contradict the plainest dictates of common sense,
while they think they have the Word of God on their side. Can the
opening up@n 2 Samuel vii. 3, when Nathan said unto David, " Do all
that is in thine heart, for the Lord is with thee," be sufficient to determine the lawfulness or expediency of actions? Or can a glance of the
eye upon our Lord's words to the woman of Canaan, " Be it unto thee
even as thou wilt" (Matt. xv. 28) amount to a proof that the present
earnest desire of the mind (whatever it may be) shall be surely accomplished? Yet it is certain that matters, big with important consequences, have been engaged in, and the most sanguine expectations
formed, upon no better warrant than dipping (as it is called) upon
a text of Scripture.
A sudden strong impression of a text, that seems to have some
resemblance to the concerns upon the mind, has been accepted by
many as an infallible token that they were right, and that things would
go just as they would have them; or, on the other hand, if the passage
bore a threatening aspect, it has filled them with fears and disquietudes,
which they have afterwards found were groundless and unnecessary.
These impressions, being more out of their power than the former
method, have been more generally regarded and trusted to, but have
frequently proved no less ~elusive. It is allowed that such impressions
of a precept or a promise, as humble, animate, or comfort the soul, by
giving it a lively sense of the truth contained in the words, are both
profitable and pleasant; and many of the Lord's people have been
instructed and supported, especially in a time of trouble, by some
seasonable word of grace applied and sealed by His Spirit with power
to their hearts. But if impressions or impUlses are received as a voice
24
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from heaven, directing to such particular a?tions as could not be proved
to be duties without them, a person may be unwarily misled into great
evils and gross delusions; and many have been so. There is no doubt
but the enemy of our souls, if permitted, can furnish us with Scriptures
in abundance in this way, and for these purposes.
Some persons judge of the nature and event of their designs by the
freedom which'they find in prayer. They say they commit their ways
to God, seek His direction, and are favoured with much enlargement
of spirit; and therefore they cannot doubt but what they have in view
is acceptable in the Lord's sight. I would not absolutely reject every
plea of this kind, yet, without other corroborating evidence, I could
not admit it in proof of what it is brought for. It is not always easy
to determine when we have spiritual freedom in prayer. Self is
deceitful, and when our hearts are much fixed and bent upon a thing,
this may put words and earnestness into our mouths. Too often we
first secretly determine for ourselves, and then come to ask counsel of
God. In such a disposition, we are ready to catch at everything that
may seem to favour our darling scheme; and the Lord, for the detection
and chastisement of our hypocrisy (for hypocrisy it is, though perhaps
hardly perceptible to ourselves) may answer us according to our
idols (see Ezek. xiv. 3, 4). Besides, the grace of prayer may be in
exercise, when the subject matter of the prayer may be founded upon
a mistake, from the intervention of circumstances which we are
unacquainted with. Thus, I may have a friend in a distant country;
I hope he is alive; I pray for him; and it is my duty so to do. The
Lord, by His Spirit, assists His people in what is their present duty.
If I am enabled to pray with much liberty for my distant friend, it may
be a proof that the Spirit of the Lord is pleased to assist my infirmities,
but it is no proof that my friend is certainly alive at the time I am
praying for him: and if the next time I pray for him I should find my
spirit straitened, I am not to conclude that my friend is dead, and
therefore the Lord will not assist me in praying for him any longer.
Once more. A remarkable dream has sometimes been thought as
decisive as any of the foregoing methods of knowing the will of God.
That many wholesome and seasonable admonitions have been received
in dreams, I willingly allow; but though they may be occasionally
noticed, to pay a great attention to dreams, especially to be guided
by them, to form our sentiments, conduct, or expectations upon them,
is superstitious and dangerous. The promises are not made to those
who dream, but to those who watch.
Upon the whole, though the Lord may give to some persons, upon
some occasions, a hint or encouragement out of the common way; yet
expressly to look for, and seek His direction in such things as I have
mentioned, is unscriptural and ensnaring. I could fill many sheets
with a detail of the inconveniences and evils which have followed such
a dependence, within the course of my own observation. I have seen
some presuming they were doing God service while acting in contradiction to His express commands. I have known others infatuated
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to believe a lie, declaring themselves assured, beyond the shadow of a
doubt, of things which, after all, never came to pass; and when at
length disappointed, Satan has improved the occasion to make them
doubt of the plainest and most important truths, and to account their
whole former experience a delusion. By these things weak believers
have been stumbled, cavils and offences against the Gospel multiplied,
and the ways of truth evil spoken of.
But how, then, may the Lord's guidance be expected 1 After what
has been pre:r,nised negatively, the question may be answered in a few
words. In general, He guides and directs His people by affording them,
in answer to prayer, the light of His Holy Spirit, which enables them to
understand and to love the Scriptures. The Word of God is not to be
used as a lottery; nor is it designed to instruct us by shreds and scraps,
which, detached from their proper places, have no determined import;
but it is to furnish us with just principles, right apprehensions to
regulate our judgments and affections, and thereby to influence and
direct our conduct. They who study the Scriptures, in an humble
dependence upon Divine teaching, are convinced of their own weakness,
are taught to make a true estimate of everything around them, are
gradually formed into a spirit of submission to the will of God, discover
the nature and duties of their several situations and relations in life, and
the snares and temptations to which they are exposed. The Word of
Go'd dwells richly in them, is a preservative from error, a light to their
feet, and a spring of strength and consolation. By treasuring up the
doctrines, precepts, promises, examples, and exhortations of Scripture
in their minds, and daily comparing themselves with the rule by which
they walk, they grow into an habitual frame of spiritual wisdom and
acquire a gracious taste, which enables them to judge of right and
wrong with a degree of readiness and certainty, as a musical ear judges
of sounds. And they are seldom mistaken, because they ale influenced
by the love of Christ, which rules in their hearts, and a regard to the
glory of God, which is the great object they have in view.
In particular cases the Lord opens and shuts for them, breaks down
walls of difficulty which obstruct their path, or hedges up their way
with thorns, when they are in danger of going wrong, by the dispensations of His providence. They know that their concernments are in
His hands; they are willing to follow whither and when He leads; but
are afraid of going before Him. Therefore they are not impatient;
because they believe, they will not make haste, but wait daily upon
Him in prayer; especially when they find their hearts most engaged
in any purpose or pursuit, they are most jealous of being deceived by
appearances, and dare not move farther or faster than they can
perceive His light shining upon their paths. I express at least their
desire, if not their attainment. Thus they would be. And though
there are seasons when faith languishes and self too much prevails,
this is their general disposition; and the Lord, Whom they serve,
does not disappoint their expectations. He leads them by a right way
. . . and will be their guide even unto death.
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BISHOP

McILVAINE'S SERMON IN A
MILAN HOTEL.
THE godly and faithful Bishop McIlvaine, Bishop of Ohio, came to
Europe in the year 1858. In the October of that year he was staying
in the Hotel Royal in Milan. A notice was sent to the other hotels
that he intended to preach on a certain Lord's day in the hotel. A
good congregation of English and Americans gathered. Col. F. W.
Smith was amongst them and gives a brief account of the service.
He says, " The service being ended and a hymn sung, the Bishop rose
to preach. Without a written sermon, or even notes, in the utmost
simplicity, he said he would endeavour to improve the occasion by a
brief reference to the words of the Psalmist, recorded in verse 116 of
Psalm cxix.: 'Let me not be ashamed of my hope.' Comparing the
received Version with the Psalter, 'Let me not be disappointed in
my hope,' he showed how these versions illustrated and explained
each other, and the peculiar fitness of this prayer for poor pilgrims
who must soon exchange the scenes of time for those of eternity.
Every eye was riveted upon his tall majestic form, as, with a tone
I can never forget, he added, ' Let me not, poor dying sinner as I am,
be resting my hope of heaven upon anything that will make me
ashamed, that will disappoint me-that will not stand the test of
God's eye and of God's judgment. Let me not be deceiving myself
by a false hope. Rather let me try and examine myself, and more and
more closely scrutinize my relations to heaven, and my hope of reaching
heaven, that I may not be brought to confusion. It must be a hope
that stands upon the sure warrant of God's Own Word,.---as David says
in a preceding verse, "I hope in Thy Word." It will not do that our
hope be sustained by the opinions of mere man, or of any assembly of
men, or of councils, or of fathers. The soul wants the authority of
God Himself as the warrant of its hope; and when this authority is
given, and the soul is directed to the Lord Jesus Christ as the ground
of its hope, then comes the voice which speaks directly to the heart:
and in the salvation, which Jesus has purchased with His Own blood,
the soul finds hope, which satisfies it and sustains it through its darkest
trial, until the inheritance which He promised is received, and hope
is exchanged for endless fruition.' "-(Memorials of Bishop McIlvaim,
by Canon Caruso Pp. 178, 179.}
-

,{~

" THE exactest knowledge in things is, to know them in their causes.
To know the best things in their highest causes. The love of God
and election are the highest causes."-Leighton.
" IT is beyond question that there is no such thing known a.t present
as spontaneous generation. Every living organism has been produced
by a living organism. Hence om firm belief that the commenceinen\
of life implied an act of creation, and that is the truth expounded in the
opening chapter of the Bible."-J. A. Fleming, M.A., D.Se., F.R.S.
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GRACE AT

THESSALONICA.

IT is deeply interesting to read in the Acts of the Apostles how the
Lord owned and blessed the ministry of His Word by the Apostle
Paul in the busy heathen cIty of Thessa10nica. He and Silas had been
privileged to be the first preachers of the Gospel in Europe, and had
just left Philippi, and journeyed about a hundred miles to this large
city. Though they had been cruelly treated at Philippi, being shamefully beaten and put into prison on a false charge, they had no hesitation
in seeking opportunities at once of preaching the Gospel. Many Jews
had settled at Thessalonica, so, "as his manner was," Paul went in
unto them in the synagogue, and three Sabbath days reasoned with
them out of the Scriptures.
The subject of his preaching, we find, was the Lord Jesus Christ.
He showed from the Old Testament Scriptures that He was to suffer
and to die, but to rise again from the dead. This had taken place,
and, he said, " this Jesus, Whom I preach unto you, is Christ" (Acts
xvii. 3). This is the great message of salvation which is to be made
known to-day to Jews and Gentiles all over the world. The Son of
God, the Lord of life and glory, came to this earth more .than nineteen
hundred years ago. He lived here a spotless life for thirty-three
years, going about doing good, working miracles, teaching of His
Father, and of the Holy Ghost, and explaining His own mission. His
chosen disciples were taught and trained by their beloved Master,
and then when His hour was come, He gave His life a ransom for many
on that shameful cross of Calvary. There He made full atonement for
the sins of all who shall ever be led to believe on Him. His precious
blood was shed for that purpose, and" the blood of Jesus Christ His
Son cleanseth us from all sin" (1 John i. 7).
It was through Paul's faithful preaching that the Holy Spirit wrought
triumphs of grace in the hearts of Jews and Gentiles. "Chief women
not a few" are mentioned amongst those who were converted, and
the Gentiles are described as " a great multitude." These were people
who "turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God,
and to wait for His Son from heaven" (1 Thess. i. 9, 10).
This good work was not allowed to go on undisturbed. Satan tried
to upset it by rousing opposition against the preachers amongst· the
unbelieving Jews. They were angry with Paul and Silas, and jealous
of their influence. So they got the help .of idle men lounging about
r<lady for any mischief, and caused a great uproar in the city. The
mob bombarded the house of Jason, possibly a relative of Paul's,
with whom Paul and Silas were lodging, and not being able to find
them, they dragged their kind host and other Christians before the
rulers. They were charged with receiving" these that have turned the
world upside down." . What splendid testimony to the way the .Lord
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had used them! Jason and the others were afterwards released, and
"the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto
Berea." How we praise God for the triumphs of His grace, and for
the faithfulness and courage of His servants!
E. A. H.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-The following fraternal letter'from the Secretary of
the Beddington Free Grace Library has just reached me. He writes:
" Dear Frie,nd, The Beddington Free Grace Library sends you herewith
lOs. (cheque) for your personal and private benefit; at the same time
we should like to know whether you would appreciate parcels of unbound
Gospel Standards and other magazines, and also whether some of our
surplus books, which we may from time to time have sent us, would
be welcomed by you. Yours for Zion's sake, and wishing you God
speed." To this we have sent a letter thanking them for the personal
help so much needed, and welcoming such a Christ-like offer, as we· use
thousands of bound volumes every year amongst the men of the sea.
There is abundant scope for such literature amongst the Mercantile
Marine as well as the other services, and we have heard many times
how the Lord has met with some son of the sea through the books thus
provided. May I just be allowed to say that my chief personal supporters, by whom I was enabled to labour so many years in the bookmission work, have passed away, and I now find much difficulty in
getting along, as I miss their support.
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, 4, July, 1933.
THE" GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund :£ s. d. I
£ s. d.
"A Friend" (per the
"D.B." and" S.B." (per
Rev. 't Houghton) .. 1 0 0
Miss M. Ormiston) " 0 8 0
" A Thankoffering from
Davies, Mrs. A. W. .. 0 4 0
a Pilgrim" (per Miss
Ellis, Mrs. S. ..
.. 0 10 0
1 0 0 Houghton, Miss L. M. . . 1 10 0
L. Ormiston)
0 3 0 Houghton, Rev. T. .. 1 0 0
Buckland, Mrs. L.
Cutler, Mr. John
0 4 0 Madeling, Miss M. J. .. 0 2 6
Pescod-Malcolm, Miss J. 1 0 0
THE FREE DISTRIBUTIOlT FUND.-Mrs. J. R. Crowe, 4/-
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THE OXFORD MOVEMENT.
THE REVIVAL OF MONASTIC ORDERS AND SISTERHOODS.
Speech by the Bishop of Exeter.
THE Bishop of Exeter, speaking at the May Meeting of the Upper
House of Canterbury Convocation, opposed the approval of regulations
concerning the relations of the Church and religious communities.
He said that if the rules were passed it would be a reversal of the
Reformation policy in suppressing monastic bodies.
" If we were going only to say that we approved of men or women
living together under a rule, few would criticize," he declared, "but
we are recognizing that which has proved, and will again prove, a
source of serious scandals-namely, absolute obedience to the Superior
of their monastery; that they would never marry; and that they
would never hold property, and would surrender what they had.
" One needs no imagination to picture the suffering and scandals
to which those vows give rise, for there are plenty of instances in every
country.
"The young girl of eighteen, deeply moved by some mission preacher,
thinks she must put temptation for ever out of her reach. She becomes
a novice, and for some years her life is Qot unhappy.
" Then perhaps overstrain and the long silence destroy her balance
of judgment. All papers are kept from her; the literature put before
her speaks only of the blessedness of the conventual life, while the
natural uprisings of human desires are translated by her confessor to
be the instigations of the devil to make her renounce her high ideals.
If during this period of preparation for permanent vows she has any
doubts, she puts them on one side-to go back to the world would
mean to her an act of apostasy.
" Later comes that period of terrible revulsion. Perhaps it may be
that as she has got to know better those she deemed of a saintly life
she sees their life has many defects. Perhaps it is the pettiness of the
quarrels of the nuns which disgusts her. Perhaps it is that the human
nature, which her confessor had tried to teach her must be repressed,
is too strong.
Mental Anguish.
"Her heart yearns for the children she was intended by God to
bear. Every crying child raises in her heart the most agonized feelings
of regret,and what she thinks such a mortal sin adds to the torture,
which she is daily suffering.
"No prisoner in any of our convict prisons suffers as that poor
woman suffers.
" Hell, with all its horrors, horribly if splendidly depicted by both
preacher, companion and literature, yawns before her. She crushes
her natural instincts but suffers unbelievable pain in so doing.
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~, If we turn to the monastery, the picture is even darker. Even if
the control is so complete that the body does not sin, does not the mind
break loose, so that the religious life is that of the' Whited Sepulchre ,outside is all that is good, inside all that is vile and corrupt ~
" The constant reformation of these religious orders from within is
evidence how the best men have felt the evils, while the evidence outside is overwhelming. Why is it that in every country people have
loathed and hated these Orders? "
The Bishop of Exeter's outspoken protest led to the postponement
of this important matter. All loyal Churchmen owe a deep debt of
gratitude to the Bishop for his noble stand against the revival of the
monastic life in our Protestant Church. At the Reformation all the
lesser monasteries were suppressed at the instance of a Roman Catholic
Cardinal and Papal Legate, namely Card,inal Wolsey, and all the
greater ones by King Henry the Eighth, who lived and died a Romanist.
For further information on monastic orders and Ritualistic Sisterhoods, see Church Association Tracts, Nos. 246, 322, 323, 347, 418, 419.
(The above is published by the Church Association, 13 and 14, Buckingham Street, London, W.C.2, at the price of 3d. per dozen or 2s. per

lOO.-ED.)
" MONKS" FOR CHURCH OF ENGLAND.

Approval of Bishop of Southwark.
A ceremony which, it is believed, has not taken place in the Church
of England since the Reformation, was held in the Church of St. Chrysostom, Hill Street, Peckham, yesterday, when eleven young men, in
the presence of the Bishop of Southwark, Dr. Parsons, took vows almost
identical to those of monks in the Roman Catholic Church.
Eight years ago the Vicar, the Rev. George Potter, founded the
Brotherhood of the Holy Cross, which now numbers eleven. The
Brothers dress exactly like Roman Catholic monks, wearing girdles
and going about' the streets bareheaded. During the past eight years
they have been on probation, but now they have completed their tests.
They had never been recognized by the Bishops of the Church of
England until yesterday, when the Bishop of Southwark came to the
Church with a twofold object-to sanction the constitution of the
Brotherhood and formally and publicly approve its way of life.
Half-way through the service the eleven young men stood before the
Bishop and made a declaration, which they afterwards signed, that as
long as they lived they would not possess any money or property of
any kind, that they would act in strict obedience to the Vicar, that they
would only receive food and clothing, and that they would never
marry or seek to marry.
Orders such as the Brotherho0d of the Holy Cross, it is stated, ha.ve
been almost unknown in the Church of England since the Reformation.
The eleven Brothers will work in hostels and similar institutions in
the parish.-The Times, June 23rd, 1933.
(Another fruit of the Oxford Movement.-ED.)
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THE OXFORD MOVEMENT ROMEWAlms.
" We have a Work to Do in England."
These were the words of Newman, the founder of the Oxford Movement, but subsequently a Cardinal of the Church of Rome. When did
he utter them ~ He himself tells us. With Hurrell Froude, he had
gone on a journey to Rome, and there had two interviews with Dr.
Wiseman, head of the English College in Rome. Froude says :" We got introduced to him to find out whether they would take us
in on any terms to which we could twist our consciences, and we found
to our dismay that not one step could be gained without swallowing
the Council of Trent as a whole.'" (Letter dated April 13th, 1833: see
Froude's Remains).
,
Newman in his Apologia, page 136, recalls the incident in the
following words :" When we took leave of Monsignor Wiseman, he had courteously
expressed a wish that we might make a second visit to Rome. I said
with great gravity, 'We have a work to do in England.' I went down
at once to Sicily and the presentiment grew stronger . . . I fell ill of
a fever . .. (when convalescent and proceeding on his journey) . . .
I sat down on my bed and began to sob bitterly. . . . My servant
asked what ailed me. I could only answer him, ' I have a work to do
in England.' "
Naturally enough, Rome was delighted that it had these new allies
who could do a work within the English Church that no Roman Catholic
could possibly do. Cardinal Wiseman indeed wrote :"From that hour I watched with intense interest and love the
movement, of which I then caught the first glimpse."
Rome has not only watched over the Oxford Movement, but has
reaped vastly from it in the conversion of hundreds of clergy and
thousands of the laity. The Union Review-one of their organsVol. 5, 1867, said: "Depend upon it, it is only through the English
Church itself that England can be Catholicized." So the Handbook of
the last Anglo-Catholic Congress in 1930 declared: "The conversion
of England to the Catholic religion is the sole aim of the Anglo-Catholic
Congress."
England must be wise in time to remember that every nation coming
under the priestly yoke has been blighted.
(The above can be had from the Protestant Truth Society, " Cranley
House," 31, Cannon Street, London, E.C.4. Price Is. per hundred.ED.)
" OUR debt of duty and punishment was fully paid by the Redeemer."
-Anon.
"THERE are four reasons why the obedience of believers is called
new obedience: (1) It flows from a new principle; (2) It is influenced
by new motives; (3) It is performed in a new manner; (4) It is
aimed at a new end."-James Fisher.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE Committee heartily appreciate the kindness of many friends who
have contributed useful articles for our Sales of Work. The South
London Sale of Work held in the grounds of our Camberwell Home
was opened by Mrs. Statham Hunt, who spoke appreciatively of the
work, and the result was gratifying. On Wednesday, June 14th,
Mrs. Warde held a Sale of Work in the garden of her home, at
" Arbroath," Bournemouth. Friends had worked well and the effort
was crowned with success. Miss Cowell, an esteemed friend of the
Society, spoke of her long connection with the work in opening the Sale.
A meeting was held in the schoolroom of Victoria Chapel, Horley,
over which Percy Wakeley, Esq., presided; the Ladies' report was
read by the Chairman. The Secretary spoke of the motive which
should characterize our efforts" as unto the Lord," and Mr. Mockford
of Devizes spoke on the constraining power of love.
On Wednesday, July 4th, the pensioners living in Tunbridge Wells
were entertained to tea in the garden of the Home in Cambridge
Gardens. After tea Major-Gen. Owen Hay read and made some
profitable observations on a Psalm, and the Secretary gave an address
on " At Jesu's feet."
A service in the interest of the Society will be held in the Baptist
Chapel, Meadvale, in the evening of August 17, and a garden meeting
at " Trafalgar," Frinton-on-Sea, in the afternoon of the 23rd.
On July 7 was celebrated the Sixty-second Anniversary of the
opening of the Hornsey Rise Home, when the Rev. Henry Popham
preached a sermon from Romans i. 7, which was much enjoyed. In
the, afternoon the Ladies held their usual Sale of Work, which was
kindly opened by Mrs. Davies, of Worthing, and was very successful.
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ONE MEDIATOR AND OTHER STORIES. By Gwendoline A. Lear. Pp.
112. Price Is. net. (John Ritchie Ltd., Kilmarnock, Scotland.)
" One Mediator" is a striking story showing the folly of Protestant
parents sending their children abroad to Convent schools to finish
their education.
The second story. is entitled" Satisfied," and is designed to show
that" only Christ can fully satisfy."
The concluding story is entitled" An Opera Star Finds Christ," and
shows how a young lady with a rich voice was at last led to renounce
the world. This last story favours solo singing at Church services,
a practice for which we feel there is no Scriptural warrant. Neither
our Lord nor His apostles had soloists to aid them in the spread of the
Gospel. We suggest that we cannot improve on the methods of Christ
and His apostles.
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My El;lCAPE FROM THE AUTO DE FE AT VALLADOLID. By Don Fernando
de la Mina. Price 2/6. Pp. 208. (Protestant Truth Society,
3 and 4, St. Paul's Churchyard, London, E.C.4.)
This is a story founded on fact and retold by Rev. Wm. Timms.
It isa most thrilling narrative, full of exciting details and well calculated
to expose the relentless hatred of the Spanish Inquisition towards all
who had the courage to embrace the Protestant and Evangelical
truths of the Bible.
There is great need, in these days, of exposing the true character
of the Church of Rome. This volume shows how awful were the
sufferings which Protestant Christians had to endure in countries
where Rome had full sway. Young and old would do well to read it.
It is attractively printed.
The question whether it is morally right for Christian men to resort
to subterfuges in order to escape death or bodily dangers confronts us
on reading this volume, but we refrain from discussing it.
BEHIND THE SCENES IN THE DAYS OF OUR LORD. By Beth J. Coombe
Harris. Pp. 155. Price Is. 6d. net. (John Ritchie Ltd.,.
Kilmarnock, Scotland.)
This volume is warmly commended in a Foreword written by
Engineer Rear-Admiral A. R. Emdin. He says that the authoress
" has threaded many significant events in the life of our Lord upon
earth: and thus has woven a narrative throbbing with human interest
and revealing the gracious influence of Him Who was in very deed
God manifest in the flesh."
The volume records the chief events narrated in the Gospels, of
our Lord's life on earth, but weaves into it many fictitious characters,
and record~ the impressions which the authoress imagines were made
upon their minds by the wonderful ministry and teaching of Our Lord
Jesus Christ. Things not recorded in the Gospels are given as if they
were actual facts, though, of course, the authoress intends them to be
understood as fiction.
Mary's husband, Joseph, is said to have" died a few years back,
and Jesus carries on the business," and the children" love to go into
His shop and play with the shavings and listen to His talk." (p. 12.)
Imaginary conversations are recorded as having taken place at the
marriage in Cana of Galilee, and the name and age of the bride are
given. (pp. 33-39.)
Subsequently Our Lord is represented as visiting Nathanael .and also
the bride who was married at Cana. (p. 44.)
Peter is represented, after his denial of Christ, as lying on the sward
weeping and saying many imaginary things. (pp. 131, 132.)
Opinions will differ as to whether the sacred and inspired records
of our Lord and His followers should be added to, even in a book
which is professedly fictitious. For ourselves we feel there is grave
danger that many readers will imagine that these additions are real.
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THE ApOSTASY OF ENGLISH NONCONFORMITY.. By Pastor K J. PooleConnor. Pp. 76. Price Is. 6d.; by post, Is. 8d. (Thynne &
Co. Ltd., Whitefriars Street, Fleet Street, London, KC.4.)
Evangelicals of the Church of England have often advocated re-union
with Protestant Nonconformists. They have felt that the first step
towards re-union should be to bring about, if possible, union with
those Nonconformists' Churches in England who are one with the
Church of England on the great foundation truths of the Gospel. For
a long time, however, we have felt that Evangelicals in the Church of
England have failed to realize how seriously many of the Nonconformist
Churches have departed from the old truths, and how much there is
of worldliness in Nonconformist Churches, as well as in the Church of
England. We have felt therefore that those who are true to the old
Protestant and Evangelical truths cannot rightly seek for corporate
union with any Churches, Episcopal or otherwise, which have ceased
to hold and teach the great truths for which our Reformers and the
great Puritans stood.
The only thing we can rightly look for to-day in the present apostate
condition of Christendom is fellowship with those individuaZ members
of Protestant Churches who really hold the doctrinal truths of the
Thirty-nine Articles, and of the Westminster Confession of Faith, and
whose life and walk are in harmony therewith. Mr. Poole-Connor's
book deals with apostasy from the old Evangelical truths as manifest
to-day amongst "Congregationalists, Baptists and (less definitely)
Methodists."
His faithful testimony in this book is not, he sayll, directed against
"The Strict Baptists or the Brethren. It is the Nonconformity of
the denominational unions and Free Church councils that is in view
throughout." He is grieved at the apathy and indifference of " Conservative Evangelical-Nonconformists toward the form of teaching known
as modernism" (p. 5).
" It is no exaggeration to say" (he says) that the theology of early
Nonconformity is almost poles asunder from that of the federated
Free Churches of the present day." Mr. Poole-Connor points out
that "Nonconformity is the offspring of Puritanism," and that the
Puritans" were practically all Calvinistic Protestants; that is to say,
identical in their belief on all fundamental points with the majority
of Conservative Evangelicals of to-day." The original Nonconformist
faith was expressed by the " Westminster Confession," and the" Shorter
Datechism." A great change, however, has now come over the Non·conformist Churches. As long ago as the year 1887 Mr. Spurgeon
wrote, " Read those newspapers which represent the Broad School of
Dissent, and ask yourself, How much further will they go 1 . .. The
Atonement is scouted, the inspiration of Scripture derided, the punishmen1; of sin is turned into a fiction, and the resurrection into a myth.
It now becomes a serious question how far those who abide by the
truth once delivered unto the saints should fraternize with those who
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have turned aside to another gospel." The serious departure from the
old truths was such that Mr. Spurgeon felt obliged to separate himself
from the Baptist Union. (Pp. 21, 22, 25.)
,
Mr. Poole-Connor deals with the Modernism of the late Dr. Peake
and with that of Dr. Glover. He quotes the Rev. A. W. Harrison
as saying, " To-day in all the seven English theological colleges of the
Methodist Churches, the point of view that is known in America as
Fundamentalist is not represented at all."
Mr. Poole-Connor abundantly proves that Nonconformity has
apostasized from the old truths, and we warmly recommend our
readers to purohase his little book, and acquaint themselves with the
proofs he gives of the Apostasy of English Nonconformity.
AN ERRONEOUS MODE OF STATING THE GOSPEL CONSIDERED. By
B. W. Newton. Pp. 26. Price 2d. (S. R. Cottey, 21, Thorney
Hedge Road, Gunnersbury, London, W.4.)
This is a reprint of a pamphlet written many years ago. It is mainly
oocupied in exposing in a kindly way an erroneous mode of stating
the Gospel which is as common to-day as when the pamphlet was first
written. A book is quoted which stated that the Gospel was" to be
a message of glad tidings to sinners, telling them the' wondrous fact
that their iniquities had been taken off them and laid upon the Lord
Jesus Ohrist, and that God was reconciled to them by the death of
His Son." Many people to-day would see no error in this statement,
but surely if the iniquities of all men without exception had been
taken off them and laid upon Christ, then all men without exception
would be saved. Scripture warrants BELIEVERS to say Christ" bare
our sins (the sins of His believing people) in His Own body on the
tree," but it does not warrant any others to make that declaration
of themselves. The personal pronoun" our" is limited to the believers
of whom the Apostle Peter spake (1 Pet. ii. 24). Mr. Newton in this
pamphlet also draws attention to the error of teaching a sinner that
he had to do his part in the work of salvation and the Holy Spirit would
then do His part, a doctrine which suggests that salvation is partly
the work of man and partly the work of God, and which fails to
aoknowledge that faith in Christ is a Divine gift (Ephes. ii. 8). Without
endorsing every expression in this pamphlet, we feel it is very valuable
in exposing the errors we have named,
We have received OUT WITH THE PACK, a pamphlet of 112 pages,
well illustrated. It is " a record of mClre than fifty years Home Mission
work in the towns and villages of England, revised and enlarged."
This work is carried on by the" Christian Colportage Association."
The price of the pamphlet is 6d., post free 7td.
It oan be obtained from the Christian Colportage Assooiation,
37, Farringdon Street, London, E.CA.
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THE REFORMED FAITH, COMMONLY CALLED CALVINISM. Price 1/-,
post free. Pp. 169. (Sovereign Grace Union, 31, Imperial
Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, E.CA.)
This volume contains the addresses given at " the First International
Conference of Calvinists, when representatives from some eight different
cQuntries met and exchanged views."
Papers on the present position of Calvinism in England, Scotland,
Ireland, France, Holland, Germany, Hungary, and South Africa are
contributed by various writers.
The address of the late President of the S.G.U. (Rev. H. Atherton)
occupies six of the opening pages of the volume, and the Conference
Sermon on " The Grace of God," by Principal J. Willoughby, is given
in full and will well repay reading.
This Conference was held in May, 1932, and the Report is evidently
issued later than usual. Another Conference of the S.G.U. was held
in May this year, and, as many of its papers dealt with the Oxford
Movement, its Report is expected to be issued shortly.

THE EVERLASTING COVENANT. By Joseph Bird, Ware, Herts. Pp. 300.
Price 3/6. By post 4/-. (C. J. Farncombe & Sons, Ltd.,
30, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, E.C.4.)
The title of this book, " The Everlasting Covenant, Ordered in All
Things and Sure," led us to expect that the writer would carefully
unfold from Scripture all its teaching on the Covenant of Grace. We
expected chapters on such topics as: the parties to the Covenant, the
nature of the Covenant, the Surety and Mediator of the Covenant, and
the blessings of the Covenant.
We have only read eight out of the twenty-nine chapters into which
the book is divided, but so far no definite and specific teaching on the
Covenant seems to be given. A curious statement is made on p. 35.
Speaking of the plurality of Persons in the Godhead the writer says,
" It is a mystery which human wisdom cannot fathom, but it is agreeable to reason, in that man himself is a trinity of persons, having a
material body moved and actuated by an invisible spirit, and at the
same time the dwelling-place of an invisible immortal soul." Surely
the writer must have unintentionally spoken of man as " a trinity of
persons."
The writer evidently does not believe that the six days of Genesis i.
were literal days of twenty-four hours' duration. He says, "The
origin of man himself is the prominent idea in the narrative of creation,
and the countless ages that transpired during the process offurnishing him
with a habitable dwelling are reduced to a single chapter" (p. 34). Again
on p. 33 he says, " The daily periods mentioned may not, perhaps, be
understood according to our computation of time; for it might be ages
constituted the evening and the morning separating between the
mighty acts of His power."
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The Apostle Paul in his Epistle to the Romans says, " As by one
man sin entered into the world and death by sin," suggesting and
teaching, as we believe, that there was no death till after Adam's fall.
The author of this book, however, says, " Did Adam know the meaning
of death ~ Surely. He had seen death in the lower orders of creation;
he knew that beyond the garden bounds all creation decayed, and in
another season renewed itself by a vital principle. We apprehend that
he had seen the beasts and other creatures reach maturity, fade away
and die; but there had been no change in himself, the food he subsisted on was heavenly food, and after every slumber he awoke in
the same state of perfection, death could not touch him. How long
this blissful state of happy innocence lasted we are not told" (p. 45).
On p. 33 he says, " Doubtless many forms of life appeared and became
extinct before the advent of man."
Wewere surprised to discover that the writer of this volume regards
the Garden of Eden asa spiritual and not a literal garden. He says,
" I take it in a spiritual sense when I read, ' The Lord God planted a
garden eastward in Eden.''' Again," We think of it as the garden of
the soul. The ground beyond yielded of itself food for Adam's sustenance for the material man; but here is an enclosure fenced off, no
place for the beast of the field to roam about in. This was planted by
God the Spirit and bore heavenly fruit. For the fruit of the Spirit is
love, etc." (pp. 41, 42).
Speaking of the deep sleep which God caused to fall upon Adam,
the writer says, " Neither are we told the duration of the deep sleep
which God caused to fall upon him; it may have been only a short
period, or it may have been many years" (p. 42). This is one of the
results of regarding the days of creation as countless ages.
A further very serious blot in this book, so far as we have read it, is
the denial of a literal serpent as having been used by God as an instrument
to bring about the fall of our first parents. The Apostle Paul says,
"The serpent beguiled Eve through his subtlety." The author of
this volume says, "For Satan to tempt holiness in the actual form
of a slimy, slippery serpent would be to defeat his object." In reference
to the fall he says, " The details of this conflict must be read spiritually.
It is inconceivable that any creature over which Adam had been given
dominion should have been suddenly endowed not only with the
faculty of human speech, but also with the reasoning powers which
man alone possessed; that one of the lowest forms of animal life
should be capable of holding conversation with a being so infinitely
superior in mental attainments, and those attainments fortified and
fenced with holiness and innocence; to be able to question Eve's
mode of life, her religious belief, and to argue the points, surely cannot
be the meaning of the inspired penman."
We would add that no headings are given to the twenty-nine chapters
of this volume.
We regret that we cannot recommend a volume which contains the
blemishes to which we have adverted.

.0,

y'
~

368

;~.

The Gospel Magazine

"'f

EMMIE DAY. By Kate Sexty. Pp. 112. Price Is. net. (John
Ritchie Ltd., Kilmarnock, Scotland).
This is described as " a pleasing story for girl or boy." We regret
to have to point out several blemishes in it.
First, the authoress favours "faith-healing doctrines," yet she
allows one of her characters to die through a motor accident. (pp.
28, 59.)
.
Secondly, she favours what we regard as the flesh-pleasing and
worldly custom of harvest decorations in places of worship.
Thirdly, in a sermon which is referred to approvingly, there is much
about the works of God in Creation, but not a word about the great
work of Redemption.
Fourthly, anthem singing in places of worship is approved, and it is
even suggested that a certain minister should endeavour to prevent his
choir being beaten by the choir of another chapel. (Pp. 68, 69.)
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THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH IN THE LIGHT OF PROPHECY. Price 4d.
(G. H. Fromow, 6, Cedars Road, Chiswick, London, W.4.)
This is the report of the Highgate Road Chapel Conference of the
Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony held on April 4th to 6th.
Much that is being taught in these days on the subject of the Second
Advent is in our view not warranted by Scripture. The Report of
the S.G.A.T. Conference is on Sovereign Grace lines, and we believe
that its general teaching on the prophetic Scriptures is in harmony
with the Word of God.
WHAT IS ANGLO-CATHOLICISM ? WAS THE REFORMATION A MISTAKE!
Both the above booklets are by WaIter Allen. They are well and
clearly written and thoroughly uncompromising. They deserve
lI. wide circulation.
The first may be had for 6/- per 100, and
the second is priced at 5/- per 100, post free. They may be had
from David Catt, F.R.G.S., 21, Clapton Square, London, E.5.
" THE law has made no provision for the pardon of the least transgression. It requires perfect, unsinning obedience, in thought, word,
and deed. This is its just demand. And in case of the least failing,
it immediately passes sentence and condemns. It will not accept of
sorrow or tears, of repentance or amendment, as any satisfaction ;
but its language is, ' Do this, or thou shalt die.' There is not a word
said about sorrowing ~or what was past, and reforming for the future,
as if the style of the law was, ' Be sorry for thy sin, and thou shalt not
die': but it is positive and express, 'Keep the law and thou shalt
live. Transgress it, and thou shalt die: for cursed is everyone who
continueth not in all things that are written in the book of the law to
do them.' "-The Rev. W. Romaine.
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