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"GOOD THINGS."
" How much more shall your FATHER Which is in heaven give good
things to them that ask Him? "-MATTHEW vii. 11.

OUR LORD was addressing His Own disciples, and amongst other
things He gave them some precious teaching on the subject of
prayer. He said to them, " Ask, and it shall be given you; seek,
and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: for
everyone that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and
to him that knocketh it shall be opened." These promises are very
precious and very comforting. They are given to every believer
without exception. "Everyone that asketh receiveth." A
believer may be high or low, rich or poor, learned or ignorant, but
if he is one who asks, he will also be one who receives. Yet these
promises are to be interpreted with care, and according to the
context, and the teaching of other parts of Scripture.
The Reformers were right when they taught that we may not
" expound one place of Scripture, so it be repugnant to another."
The context goes on to say, "What man is there of you, whom if
his son ask bread, will he give him a stone 1 Or if he ask a fish,will
he give him a serpent 1" Now bread and fish are good things, but
a father, who in response to the request of his son, gave him a stone
instead of bread, or a serpent instead of fish, would be giving bad
things. Good fathers would never treat their children in that way.
If, then, earthly fathers, though they are sinful and evil, know how
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to give good gifts unto their children, "how much more shall your
FATHER Which is in heaven give good things to them that ask
Him 1 "
The promises of our LORD to His asking, seeking, and knocking
people, then, have reference only to good things. The LORD does
not promise that our FATHER will give bad things to His praying
people. He will only give good things to them. He will only
give them things that are good for them. Now this truth solves a
difficulty which arises in the minds of GOD'S people. There are
times when they earnestly ask, seek, and knock for some supposed
blessing, and it is denied them. They pray for the recovery of a
dear wife, a dear husband, a dear child, or a dear parent.
They longingly desire good health for some precious one, but the
thing longed for is denied, and instead, the death of a loved one
takes place. Then they are thoroughly shaken up. They wonder
what becomes of promises of answers to prayer which seem to be
unlimited in their scope? They have asked, they have sought;
they have knocked. They have asked earnestly, they have sought
persistently, and they have knocked loudly and continuously. Yet
their request has not been granted, and instead the dreaded death
of a dearly loved one has taken place. Has GOD, then, broken His
promises? Has He forgotten to be gracious to His praying people?
Are they no longer to believe Him to be a GOD Who hears prayer?
Such thoughts do arise. How are they to be met? Only by
looking carefully again at the promises and their context. Here
it is evident that the Promise has reference only to good things.
But is it not a good thing for a loved one to be restored to health?
Is it not a good thing for such-a one to be delivered from death 1 Is
it not a good thing that the comfort and joy arising from such
a one's continued presence in the home, should be continued to his
or her loved ones? The answer may be sometimes "yes," and
sometimes" no." But who is to decide when it is good for a loved
believer to continue on the earth 1
Surely the decision must be left to our FATHER Who is in heaven.
He loves all His people. He loves the One for Whose continued
companionship we longed. But death does not separate such
a one from the love of GOD which is in CHRIST JESUS our J;.ORD.
That love may decide that the time has come for a beloved one
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to be translated'to heaven, and delivered from all further pain,
sU:ffering and sorrow.
In such a case it would not be a good thing for the prayer to be
granted. It is in that case a better thing for the LORD in His
sovereignty to refrain from granting our desires, because they are
not really good things which we ask, though to us they seem most
desirable. Even in earthly families the desires of children have
often to be refused. The parent knows better than the child what
is good for it.
The children of GOD are the objects of His constant and unchanging love, and because He loves them, He may often deny them
things which in their ignorance they thought were good for them,
but which He knew, because of His infinite wisdom, to be harmful.
Thus the will of GOD must be taken into account when we pray.
" This is the confidence that we have in Him, that, if we ask anything according to His 'will, He heareth us" (1 John v. 14).
In all our askings, seekings, and knockings, we must be humbly
submissive to His sovereign will. We must recognize, too, that
He knows best what is good, and when it is good for His beloved
children to have or not to have any particular blessing. Notice
that little child on its mother's knee at the tea table. It is, say,
nine months old. A cup of very hot tea is on the table in front
of its mother. The child, however, in its ignorance, is straining
every nerve to reach it, and get hold of it. Why does the mother
deny the child the object of its desire ~ It is because it would not
be good for it. The child would be scalded if allowed to seize the
cup of hot tea. We are often like that child. We want things
which are not good for us. What a mercy that our FATHER Who
is in heaven denies them. Sometimes 'the denial may mean unparalleled loneliness, the absence of a precious one who has companied with us for more than fifty years. We feel the terrible
blank. We cry,
"0 for the touch of a vanished hand,
The sound of a voice that is still!"
Yet what a good thing it is that the beloved one is delivered for
ever from pain, sin, weakness, sorrow, and su:ffering! What a
mercy to be "comforted," " blessed," "with CHRIST," "at home
with the LORD."

326

The Gospel Magazine

Let our prayer, then, be,
" Let faith each meek petition fill,
And waft it to the skies;
And teach our hearts 'tis goodness still,
That grants it or denies."
There is much in Scripture concerning good things.
1. First we are taught that GOD is the Source 0/ all good things.
"Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and
cometh down from the FATHER of lights, with Whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning" (James i. 17).
All temporal good is from Him. Bodily and mental health and
vigour come from Him. Temporal good is bestowed by Him on
all His creatures. He makes His sun to shine on the evil and on
the good, and sends rain on the just and the unjust. He is " good
to all; and His tender mercies are over all His works." He" satisfies the desire of every living thing" (Ps. cxlv. 9, 16). How little
do the people of the world realize their indebtedness to GOD for all
their temporal mercies.
The LORD'S people, too, need to be increasingly thankful to GOD,
because, "He giveth to all life, and breath, and all things" (Acts
xvii. 25).
2. Secondly, we are taught that He is specially good to His Own people.
"Truly GOD is good to Israel," both the literal and spiritual
Israel (Ps. lxxiii. 1).
They owe to Him all their spiritual as well as temporal mercies.
CHRIST is His "unspeakable gift" to them. The HOLY SPIRIT,
by Whose operations they are regenerated, sanctified, justified,
instructed, and comforted, is 'His gift to the Church. " I will pray
the FATHER, and He shall give you another Comforter" (John
xiv. 16).
The Scriptures are His gift, by which they are made wise unto
salvation through faith which is in CHRIST JESUS.
" All Scripture is given by inspiration of GOD." The sabbath
day also is His gift to man in general, and to the Church of GOD
in particular.
In fact He has blessed His people with all spiritual blessings in
heavenly places in CHRIST. Good things of a spiritual character are
in rich abundance bestowed by Him upon His people.
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3. Thirdly, we are taught what are the characteristics of those upon
whom He bestows good things.
They are described as seekers. " They that seek the LORD shall

not want any good thing" (Ps. xxxiv. 10). They may be destitute
of some things, but not of " any good thing." Keep that thought
in mind, dear readers. It is always true that" the LORD is good
unto them that wait for Him, to the soul that seeketh Him"
(Lam. iii. 25).
Those upon whom He bestows 'good things are described as
hungerers. " He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the
rich He hath sent empty away" (Luke i. 53). He" satisfieth
thy mouth with good things." "He satisfieth the longing soul,
and filleth the hungry soul with goodness" (Ps. ciii. 5; cvii. 9).
They are described as upright walkers. "No good thing will He
withhold from them that walk uprightly" (Ps. lxxxiv. 11). Thus,
if we are amongst His seeking, hungering, holy people, no good
thing will be withheld from us. We may be sure that He will
abundantly bestow upon us all the good things that are good for us.
There is a close connection between a holy walk and the experience
of good things. Sin may cause Him to withhold good things from
us. Jeremiah the prophet, after speaking of the LORD as the Giver
of rain and as the One Who reserves unto His people the appointed
weeks of harvest, goes on to say to Israel, "Your iniquities have
turned away these things, and your sins have withholden good things
from you" (Jer. v. 24, 25).
How we need to judge ourselves, lest we be judged of the LORD.
4. Fourthly, we are taught
of our GOD.

t~e

providential and unfailing goodness

Sometimes severe prials are providentially meant for our good.
"Ye thought evil against me," said Joseph to his brethren, "but
GoD meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save
much people alive" (Gen. 1. 20)..
In reality " all things work together for good to them that love
GOD, to them who are the called according to His purpose" (Rom.
viii. 28). Moreover, the testimony of His people must always be,
" There failed not ought of any good thing which the LORD had
spoken unto the house of Israel; all came to pass" (see J osh.
xxi. 45; xxiii. 14). Every promise of GOD to give good things to
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His people will be kept to the very letter. " He is faithful that
promised."
5. Lastly, we are taught that good things are laid up for GOD'S
people.
"Oh, how great is Thy goodness, which Thou hast laid up for
"'- them that fear Thee; which Thou hast wrought for them that
trust in Thee before the sons of men! " (Ps. xxxi. 19). Heaven is
like a storehouse in which abundant goodness is laid up for those
who fear the LORD and trust in His name, and from time to time,
as the need arises, the LORD dispenses His goodness to His seeking,
hungering, and needy people. But He has not only laid up goodness
for their present happiness, He has laid up eternal blessings in
heaven for His people. The Apostle Paul speaks of "the hope
which is laid up for you in heaven" (Col. i. 5), and of "the crown
of righteousness" which is laid up for all them "that love His
appearing" (2 Tim. iv. 8).
Thus, the eternal glory and blessedness of heaven are included
in the goodness which the LORD has laid up for them that
fear Him.
Thus, the Lord's people, despite all their trials, sorrows, temptations and depressions can count upon "good things" which their
heavenly FATHER will bestow upon them. Good things temporal
and spiritual; good things in grace and in providence; unfailing
goodness; good things in the present and good things in the future;
good things in rich variety will come upon all the sons and daughters
of the LORD Almighty. He has given them" everlasting consolation and good hope through grace," and He will never leave them
nor forsake them. His goodJiess and mercy shall follow them all
the days of their lives, and" good things" will still be their portion
when they enter upon the inheritance which is incorruptible, and
undefiled, and that fadeth not away.
"0 LORD, Thy goodness now display,
Through the Redeemer's blood;
Constraining all Thy saints to say,
That ' GOD is truly good.' "
THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.
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MlaYfJtlJe j}.tJtefJ.
THE

FIRST

QUESTION IN THE NEW TESTAMENT.
" Where is he? "-MATTHEW ii. 2.

THE first question recorded in the Old Testament was asked by
a fallen angel. The first question in the New Testament was
asked by fallen men. The devil's question, "Hath God said,
ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden ? " was a perversion
of the word of God. The question asked by the wise men implied
a fulfilment of the word of God. Isaiah had foretold that a Child
should be born Who would sit "upon the throne of David"
(Isaiah ix. 6, 7). Jeremiah had foretold that" a King shall reign
and prosper and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth."
He was to belong to the family of David and to exercise authority
over J udah and Israel. He was to be a Divine Person. "This
is His name whereby He shall be called, The Lord our Righteousness" (Jer. 'XXiii. 5, 6). When this Divine King was born in
Bethlehem of J udrea there came wise men from the east to
Jerusalem, saying, "Where is He ?" " Where is He that is born
King of the Jews?" We want to worship Him. We want to
give unto Him the honour that is due unto His name. These men
came seeking for this new-born King, at least six weeks after
His birth. On the day of His birth the shepherds went to see
Him. Eight days afterwards He was circumcised. Six weeks after
His birth He was presented to the Lord at Jerusalem (Compare
Lev.xii. with Luke ii. 21-24).
Then presumably came the visit of the wise ni.en, followed by
the flight into Egypt, and the subsequent settlement in Nazareth
(Matt. ii. 13-23).
Nothing is said in Scripture as to the number of the wise men.
The idea that they were three in number is without foundation.
Nothing is said about their being kings, nor does Scripture represent
them as seeing the new-born King in a stable. Scripture says,
" When they were come into the house, they saw the young child
with Mary His mother" (Matt. ii. 11).
Scripture does not say that Jesus was born on Dec. 25th. It
is therefore legitimate to consider the question asked by the wise
men in any other month of the year.
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These men, we are told, came from the East. They may have
come from Arabia, Persia, or Mesopotamia.
They are called wise men. The word in the original, used to
denote them, is given in the New Testament: "to the oriental
wise men (astrologers), who, having discovered by the rising of a
remarkable star, that the Messiah had just been born, came to
Jerusalem to worship Him." It is also applied in the New Testament to false prophets and sorcerers (Acts xiii. 6, 8) (See Grimm's
Greek Lexicon of the New Testament).
The wise men were evidently versed in astronomy, and they had
seen a remarkable star which presumably they had never seen
before, and they concluded that it was an indication that the
expected King of the Jews was born. The event proved that
God made use of this star to direct these Gentiles to undertake the
long journey to Jerusalem that they might worship the new-born
King. His birth was thus made known both to Jews (the shepherds)
and to Gentiles (the wise men). He was God's salvation. He
was a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of His people
Israel.
"Lo, we turn to the Gentiles," said the Apostle Paul. For
so hath the Lord commanded u's, saying (of Christ), "I have set
thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the earth" (Acts xiii. 46, 47). What
an infinite mercy it is that Christ's salvation extends to Gentiles
as well as Jews. God has a people amongst the Gentiles as well
as amongst the Jews. He is now visiting the Gentiles "to take
out of them a people for His name" (Acts xv. 14).
Much has been written about the star which the wise men saw.
Nothing certain, however, can be said. In Mr. E. W. Maunder's
Astronomy of the Bible we read, "What sort of a star it was that
led the wise men; how they learnt from it that the King of the
Jews was born; how it went before them; how it stood over
where the young child was, we do not know. . .. The' star,'
whatever its physical nature, was of no importance, except as a
guide to the birthplace of the infant Jesus. Information about
it would have drawn attention from the object of the narrative;
it would have given to a mere sign-post the importance which
belonged only to 'the Word made flesh.' . .. For myself, the
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narrative appears to me astronomically too incomplete for any
astronomical conclusions to be drawn from it. The reticence of
the narrative on all points, except those directly relating to our
Lord Himself, is an illustration of the truth that the Scriptures
were not written to rnstruct us in astronomy, or in any of the
physical sciences, but that we might have eternal life. 'And this
is life eternal, that they might know Thee, the only true God, and
Jesus Christ, Whom Thou hast sent'" (Pp. 394, 400).
1. Let us now think of the objeot of the wise men's visit to
Jerusalem.
They wanted to see the new-born King of the Jews.
The fact that Herod understood this new-born King to be Christ,
the Messiah, suggests that the wise men believed He was no ordinary
King, but that He was the long-promised prophet, priest and
King whose coming was predicted in the Scriptures. "The
Roman historians, Suetonius and Tacitus, bear witness to an
expectation, prevalent in the East, that out of Judea should arise
a sovereign of the world" (Oritical and Experimental Oommentary
on Matt. ii. 2). How the wise men came to connect the star which
they saw with the birth of the King of the Jews, we are not told,
but as God subsequently guided them by a dream (Matt. ii. 12),
it is highly probable that He had previously guided them in some
supernatural way. There was no doubt in their minds that the
King was born, but they were ignorant of the exact town where
that event had taken place. They wanted to know where He was,
that they might worship Him. They wanted Christ. A desire
to see Christ had been planted in their hearts. Hence they said,
" Where is He?"
a. They wanted Him, though they were wise.
Their earthly wisdom, however, did not satisfy their longings.
They wanted Him "in Whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge" (Col. ii. 3). Earthly wisdom does not satisfy
the longings of the awakened soul. It does not tell us how we
may become wise unto salvation. It does not teach us what we
are by nature. It does not reveal to us our sins, nor does it show
us how our sins can be forgiven, and how we can be saved from
their merited penalty. Only Christ, as revealed in the Scriptures,
can, by His blood, cleanse us from all sin.
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b. They wanted Him, though they were wealthy.
The long journey which they were able to take, and the gifts
which they subsequently offered, showed that they were possessed
of earthly riches. But wealth did not satisfy them. It could
not redeem them from the curse of the law. It could not save
them from sin. It could not buy heaven for them. They needed
"the unsearchable riches of Christ." They needed to be rich in
faith in His blood. We do not know how much they apprehended
of spiritual and Gospel truth, but evidently they wanted Christ,
though they were wise and wealthy.
c. They wanted Him, though they were arrwngst the great ones 0/
the earth.
They were doubtless men of position, men thought much of.
Yet earthly honour and position did not wholly or fully satisfy
them, nor does it to-day. What does it profit to be in possession
of wisdom, wealth and earthly honours if we are without hope,
without God, and without Christ, Who alone can save us?
d. Lastly, they wanted Him, though others had no such desire.
These men were convinced that Christ was born. They made
known the news to Herod the King and to all Jerusalem. The
chief priests and scribes, the leading men of the Jewish Church,
were doubtless aware of the startling news brought by the wise
men. They knew that Christ was to be born. They believed in
the inspiration of the Scriptures which predicted the place of His
birth, but they manifested no desire to see Him. They and the
King allowed the wise men to take the journey to Bethlehem
alone. That little town was only six miles away, but not one of
the chief priests and scribes took the trouble to go there. They
did not want Christ, and so they did not seek for Him. Undeterred,
however, by the indifference and callousness of others, the wise
men never rested until they found the Object of their search.
How truly the apostle describes men in their natural, unregenerate
state, when he says, "There is none that seeketh after God"
(Rom. iii. 11). To the great majority Christ is despised and
rejected. In effect they say, "We will not have this man to
reign over us." What a mercy if a real longing desire for Christ
has been planted in our hearts. He alone can satisfy the longing
soul and fill the hungry soul with goodness. He is the Bread of
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life. He that cometh to Him shall never hunger, and He that
believeth on Him shall never thirst.
2. Now let us notice how these wise men were guided in their search
for Ohrist.
a. They were guided by the light of a star.
"We have seen His star," they said. In some way and for

some reason they connected the star which they saw with the
birth of the King of the Jews. It seems very highly probable
that as God supernaturally revealed the birth of a Saviour Who
was Christ the Lord, to the Jewish shepherds, so in some unrecorded,
supernatural way He revealed to these Gentiles that Christ had
been born, and He used the star as a means to that end.
b. They were guided by the light of God's Word.
By the light of the star and probably some supernatural revelation they came to Jerusalem. Then by the further light of God's
inspired and prophetic word they went to Bethlehem (Matt. ii. 4-6).
God's word is still a lamp unto the feet of His people, and a
light unto their path. All the prophets bear witness to Christ.
They all point to Him. Following the teaching of Scripture the
awakened sinner will see what a sinner he is, and following the
same Scriptures he will discover what a mighty, a real, and an
efficacious Saviour Christ is.
c. They were guided by the light of God's Spirit.

The parable of the sower shows us that the seed of God's
Word alone is not sufficient. That may be sown in many hearts
without any saving effect. Another agent must precede the
sowing of the seed of the Word. Someone must have ploughed
up the good ground to make it ready to receive savingly the truths
of the Gospel.
The unseen awakening and quickening operations of the Spirit
must precede all saving reception of the Gospel, else no real and
permanent effects will follow. The Gospel must come not "in
word only, but in power and in the Holy Ghost." Doubtless
these wise men were being guided and influenced by the light of
God's Spirit working secretly and effectually in their hearts.
3. Lastly, let us notice the results of their search.

These results may be summed up in three words, Discovery,
Adoration. Devotion.
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To their great joy they at last discovered the· Object of their
search (Matt. ii. 10, 11). They came into the house, and "saw
the young Child with Mary His mother."
The surroundings were far from palatial and kingly, but nevertheless, being taught of God, they no doubt recognized .the young
Child as the Divine King of the Jews, and the Saviour, by Whose
atoning blood, all believing Jews and Gentiles are saved. They
could say with Philip, " We have found Him, of Whom Moses in
the law, and the prophets did write." When Nathanael subsequently found Him he said, "Rabbi, Thou art the Son of God;
Thou art the King of Israel" (John i. 45, 49).
Adoration followed. They" fell down and worshipped Him."
This was no mere manifestation of respect. They adored Him as
the Divine Saviour of His people. "Who is He, Lord, that I
might believe on Him ? " said the man who was born blind when
asked, "Dost thou believe on the Son of God ?" Jesus said to
him, "Thou hast both seen Him, and it is He that talketh with
thee." Then the man said, "Lord, I believe. And he worshipped
Him." If we truly believe that Jesus is the Son of God 'Vhom
God sent to be the propitiation for our sins, we can do no other
but worship Him.
Devotion was the next thing. "They pres-ented or offered unto
Him gifts; gold and frankincense, and myrrh." Those who are
led to believe that Christ died for them will "not henceforth live
unto themselves, but unto Him Which died for them, and rose
again" (2 Cor. v. 15). They will recognize that He has bought
them with His own blood and that they are the Lord's to serve
Him in ·holiness and righteousness all the days of their lives.
If we know ourselves to be sinners we shall want to know where
is He Who came into the world to save sinners?
THE EDITOR.

"MANY of the Lord's people have troubles which they cannot tell
at every corner of the street."--William Tiptaft.
" DID God destroy Sodom and Gomorrah, or did the fire and brimstone
destroy them? The answer-which is obviously the only possible one
is that God destroyed them by fire and brimstone."-The Evangelical
Quarterly, April, 1935.
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llhlgrtm 1/Japets.
WELLSPRINGS.
" And Jesus called a little child unto Him, and set him in the midst of
them, and said, Verily, I say ~tnto you, Except ye be converted, and
become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of
heaven."-MATTHEw xviii. 2, 3.
IN the circumstances surrounding this lovely scene is the awful contrast
and solemn warning against that hideous monster of pride, and that,
too, lurking in the hearts of some of those who were Christ's followers.
His disciples had actually been at unholy dissension among themselves
as to "who should be greatest in the kingdom of heaven!" Their
spirituality was at such a low ebb and their pride so high, that they
could dare even to more than dispute it amongst themselves and carry
the question to Him, their Lord and Master, Who was the very personification of Humility. He, Who was" King of Kings and Lord of
Lords" had "humbled Himself and became obedient unto death,
even the death of the cross." He had left His Throne in Glory and
come to earth as His Father's Obedient Servant, to do and suffer His
Will and be amongst them as One that serveth. And here a few poor
fishermen, "unlearned and ignorant men," are found attempting the
solution of such a question as to which of them should be greater than
their fellows in the Kingdom. As I write I recall a sentence of that
holy saint, S. Rutherford, " Stoop low, my brother, stoop low; down
with the top-sails-Heaven's gate hath a low entry!" And, Oh!
beloved reader, whoever you are, whatever your lot or condition in life,
seek much, seek often, the grace of humility which is alone found in
contact and communion with " Jesus, meek and gentle, Son of God
Most High."
There is plenty of spurious humility, mock modesty in professors,
which will count as nothing with the Great Searcher of hearts. There
is, Oh! so much of spiritual pride within us, that would fain persuade our mistaken hearts that we are humble. But when the Lord
takes us in hand in His great mercy and deals with these treacherous
hearts of ours, gives us a saving view of the Lamb of God, then, ah!
then, we know what it is to be truly humbled and to long for that
choicest of graces-humility.
In our text, see how Jesus answers the disciples. Always the patient,
forbearing Teacher, He did not upbraid them. He did what perhaps
surprised their ignorant minds and what they least expected; He
gave them an object lesson: "And Jesus called a little child unto
Him, and set him in the midst of them, and said, Verily, I say unto
you, except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not
enter the kingdom of heaven." There are five different expressions
here-" A little child," "As little children," " As this little child,"
" One such little child," and" One of these little ones." How much
the gentle Saviour thought of little children. How near and dear
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were they to His heart, and how they were to shine as jewels in
Emrnanuel's crown-cc For of such is the kingdom of heaven." Think
of it. In the crowds and multitudes always following this lowly
Stranger in His journeys, there were undoubtedly a large number of
children amongst the women-folk. There were the mothers of Salem
who brought their young children to have His holy hands laid upon
them for blessing. There were children of all classes and character,
and as children are in every generation diversified in character, some
wilful, some gentle, some attractive and some the reverse, some easy to
be won, and some more difficult. But in each and all there was the
sin of their first parents. They were "born in sin and shapen in
iniquity." But these things made no difference to the Master. There
were no obstacles where He trod, but that His Sovereignty could overcome. He knew all h~arts, and He could claim this and that one for
Himself. He had but to call that little child and the child obeyed,
whilst a human voice might have called and called in vain. How often
do we hear a parent call a child again and again and that wilful
wayward little one neither heeds nor obeys! But not so with Jesus!
His voice as sweet music-the tones of it all-constraining, and the
call carrying implicit/ obedience with it. Jesus called and the child
came. No fear-for perfect love had cast it out. The child did not
delay nor wait for a more convenient season-for even he, as all His
children are, old or young, was" made willing in-the day of His power."
One loves to linger over the thought. Had that child seen this lovely
Divine Man before ~ Had he heard His voice speaking as never man
spake ~ Did Jesus call him by his name ~ He, Who was Lord of
heaven and earth, would know what to call! Oh, what a beautiful,
Christ-exalting picture it is: Jesus and a little child in the midst of
them.
Absolute obedience and confidence in that young mind, as he,
meanwhile, was made an object lesson to all around. And it may be,
and probably was the case, that the hearts of the disciples smote them
as they thought of what their recent disputings were by the way, and
what horrible pride had been asserting itself. And they, too, had been
taking upon themselves to judge another. "Master, we saw one casting out devils in Thy name, and he followeth not us; and we forbad
him, because he followeth not us" (Mark ix. 38). The Lord did not
rebuke nor forbid such an one, but He tells them-cc Forbid him
not: for there is no man which shall do a miracle in My name, that
can lightly speak evil of me" (Mark ix. 39). The faith in that man
who worked a miracle in His name may have been as the tiniest spark,
but Jesus recognizes a living faith, though it be as that of a little
child.
Children's characteristics are, when directed aright, very lovely to
see. How readily they trust you, how sweetly they confide in you,
tell into your ear their little secrets and throw their little arms around
to love you. And you are all the time thinking of their weakness
and need of a strength which they do not possess. Who has not felt
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the deep privilege of being a teacher of the young 1 What a ready ear
you have! How soon you realize that the children around you are
taking in what you are saying! and what is more, that although as we
sing: "The early dew of morning has passed away at noon," yet the
truths that children learn in those early days are seldom or wholly
effaced from memory. It was a touching proof of this, when in the
great world war we often read of those brave strong men dying on the
battle-fields and with their expiring breath, praying some little prayer
or hymn learned at their mother's knee, and brought back to their
remembrance after having lain dormant for many years. Let not
those who labour in Sunday School, Bible Class, Mission Room, nor
in the ministry, get discouraged. "Your labour is not in vain in
the Lord," is the sure word of promise. It will be found after many
days to His eternal praise.
But to return to our narrative-we believe that what Jesus worked
upon that child's heart was never effaced. When He called young
children to Him, they came, and when He laid His hand upon them
with blessing, they were blessed indeed! The lesson for us is, how
tender should we be with babes in grace, remembering that we had
nothing that we did not receive.
In reading through the Acts of the Apostles one comes so often across
the love and forbearance of those in the early Church one to another.
We read the results of one such happy conference in Chapter xviii,
verse 26. Aquila and Priscilla took Apollos aside and in a loving
spirit" expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly." We
think, too, of Philip, called away from scenes of life and usefulness to
obey cheerfully the Divine command to go into a desert country and
there to meet with an Ethiopian to whom he was made the instrument
of declaring God's salvation in a precieus Christ.
Let us seek the grace of humility and more and more of heavenly
wisdom that we may know what to say and how to act in harmony
with the Divine Lord, lest we speak unadvisedly with our lips and
bring reproach upon the religion we profess whilst endeavouring to
admonish and correct a fault in another. "Better not to reprove sin,
than sin in reproving," was a wise slIying of the godly Dean Macartney.
The spirit we need in us is as a nurse that cherisheth her young, and
as a mother whose love and patience may be stretched as the bow string
to highest tension. We need all love and forbearance and tender,
prayerful dealing with those who are but as babes in grace, and young
in the Divine race.
All this is set forth in our text. We are to receive such as this little
child. We are taught to become as little children, and humble ourselves. Then the warning-so solemn and tender-to" take heed lest
we offend one of these His little ones."
The subject then is largely upon humility and forbearance-both
necessary fruits of the Holy Spirit. Humility is a gem of sparkling
worth, and" Blessed are the meek," said Jesus. Humility shines out
where its possessor may least be conscious of any such rare and precious
23
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gift and grace, and who is probably mourning his lack of it. Grace
humbles the sinner, and Jesus (Whose it alone is) gets the glory;
for He alone is worthy. Humility is only learned at Jesus' feet, and
through close communion with Him. The most advanced saint who
bas been taught in Christ's school never feels to have "attained"
when he considers how the Lord of life and glory" humbled Himself."
It is the great mystery of love beyond our expression.
Those truly humbled by Divine grace often find they cannot give
expression in words to their thoughts, but they tell the Lord, " Thou
hast heard the desire of the humble: prepare their heart, and cause
Thine ear to hear" (Ps. x. 17). And blessed be the ministry of the
Holy Spirit, He " also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what
to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit maketh intercession for us with
groanings which cannot be uttered" (Rom. viii. 26). This is all to
teach us our nothingness and Christ's all-sufficiency; our utter dependence upon Him; our need of looking away from all else unto Him.
Without Him we can do nothing. It is to remember, we are nothing
and Christ is All and in All. It is for us to feel our absolute helplessness
and insufficiency in and of ourselves, and that He Who has called us
unto Himself, and given us power to come, must keep us all the time
and every step of the way, and shall have all the glory of His
children's salvation.
Whilst penning this article a beloved correspondent's letter told how
her little grandson, a child of five years, was laid low. "Little Keith
was placed in a nursing home in London five days ago for operation.
I felt (wrote his godly grandmother) for the child, the first time in his
life to be from home and alone; but he said so brightly, ' we are never
really alone, are we, dear grannie l' So I knew that the Shepherd
Himself had stilled the lamb."
Later the same dear friend told me how the child told his mother
afterwards: "I did try to be brave, but when she did not come the
next day at the time I expected her, I had to break down and I forgot
I was never alone. I'm sorry, because if I had remembered I should
not have cried."
I recall, too, a darling little neice of my own, many years since, was
on a visit to her grandparents. Having .been Dut to bed the first night,
one of her aunts went to the door to listen that all was well with the
child, and she heard the wee mite saying" I'm all alone in the dark,
God, but You can see me."
Oh, children of God who read these lines, do you not long for the
faith of a little child 1 Do you not often (and justly have cause, too)
feel ashamed at your distrust and low sinkings and fears 1 And that,
too, after so much mercy past; such numberless tokens of His unchanging love and abiding faithfulness; such marked deliverances and
gracious interpositions in which you have been the subject of His tender
love and compassion. Beg of Him to make you "poor in spirit."
Confess daily with David, " but I am poor and needy," and you will find
your heart encouraging itself with the counterpart; "poor and needy"
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as I am, " yet the Lord thinketh upon me." That the Lord thinketh
upon me is a stupendous wonder and mercy, but that He never wearies
of me is still greater. His thoughts toward you are always and unchangeably" thoughts of peace and not of evil," and His purposes
toward you are that He shall be satisfied in you, see His Own image and
get all the glory. "A heart beautified with grace," wrote the Puritan
Watson, "is the angel's joy, and God's lesser heaven." "I dwell in
the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and
humble spirit."
R.
OFFERS OF MERCY UNSCRIPTURAL.
" HE will give (not offer) grace and glory "-Jehovah's free and loving
favour to the people of His choice. And it is worthy of note that,
while the word "grace" appears something like one hundred and
thirty times in the Bible, in no case is it said to be "offered." We
are told again and again that the Lord giveth it; that it is bestowed
upon His people; that they are called by it and justified by it; that
forgiveness is granted unto them according to the riches of it; that
they are made partakers of it, are heirs of it, and that it is by grace
they are saved. The same with the word" mercy," which occurs
upwards of two hundred and fifty times in the Bible, but in no case
is it said to be proffered or "offered." So also with the word" salvation," which occurs upwards of one hundred and seventy times in the
Bible, but not in a single case is it said to be "offered." We are told
the Lord wrought it, that He made it known, that He giveth it, that
He hath appointed His children to obtain it, hath chosen them unto
it, and clothed them in it, but not a word about offering salvation to
them if they will but accept it.
" David says he has longed for it, hoped for it, and fainted for it;
but not once that it was offered to him, and he accepted it simply
because it never was offered to him or to anyone else. He giveth
grace to the humble, sends forth His mercy and truth, and His arm
bringeth salvation. All then is a matter of gift, which brings glory
to the Giver."-George Cowell (Gospel Magazine for 1880, p. 14).

SINLESS PERFECTION.
" I CANNOT resist the conviction that the man who imagines that he
has got before and beyond the apostle, that instead of following after
and pressing towards the mark, he has already reached it, is in some
way deceiving himself. Surely in the real Christian, while in the body,
there exists a combination, peace and conflict, rest and toil, holiness
and sin. If he do not groan being burdened, his sensitiveness to sin
is defective. But if he both triumph and groan, and if his triumph be
real, and his groaning sincere, then he honours both the perfect work of
Christ and the perfect law of God."-Hugh McNeill, D.D.
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,StrmOUf;) anb N OUf;) of ,SennOllf;).
THE STRAIT GATE AND THE WIDE; THE NARROW WAY
AND THE BROAD.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. WATTS WILKINSON, RA.,
AT THE CHURCH OF ST. MARY ALDERMARY,
WATLING STREET, LONDON,
ON SUNDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 3RD, 1840.
" Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the
way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:
because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto
life, and few there be that find it."-MATTHEW vii. 13, 14.

THESE words are part of our blessed Lord's sermon on the mount.
In the passage following, and immediately (we apprehend) connected
with the text, He warns His disciples against the impure conduct and
the false doctrine of the teachers of that day. The Scribes and
Pharisees, who were the expounders of the Word of God, were perverters
of the right way of the Lord. They did not expound that way
rightly, and in conformity with the whole tenor of Scripture and the
analogy of Scripture. And their conduct corresponded with their
unhappy views of Divine truth. Now, says He, " enter ye in at the
strait gate"; that is, do not follow those persons, do not walk in the
way in which they are walking, for it is the way of the world, the
way of Satan, and the way of death. That way leads to destruction;
and" many there be which go in thereat." Enter not into that way,
but" enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad
is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in
thereat: because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it."
Here is a very serious and a very important passage of Scripture;
and may He who in His condescending mercy wrote these words in
the sacred volume by His Holy Spirit, write them this day upon our
hearts for good by the same -blessed Spirit!
Now you will observe, in these verses, two "gates" and two
" ways" spoken of.
There is the" wide gate," and the" broad way." This is the way
of nature and the way of sin, and (our Lord here declares) the way
"to destruction." You have this "way" affectingly described by
St. Paul in two remarkable passages. In the second chapter of the
epistle to the Ephesians, when he is reminding the Ephesians of the
great and important change that had taken place in them, he gives a
description of those who are walking in the" broad way "-(and this
is the way of nature, into which a man easily turns, and in which he
easily walks). Says he-" You hath He quickened, who were dead in
trespasses and sins; wherein in time past ye walked according to the
course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air,
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the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: among
whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of
our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were
by nature the children of wrath, even as others." You observe,
St. Paul here includes himself with these converted Gentiles; looking at
himself in a state of nature and speaking of them in a state of nature.
And then there is another remarkable passage in his epistle to Titus ;
"We ourselves," he says, "were sometimes foolish, disobedient"I Paul, as well as you; "we ourselves also were sometimes foolish,
disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in
malice and envy, hateful and hating one another." This is the" broad
way," to which the "wide gate" leads.
But then, here is a "strait gate" and a "narrow way." And
what does this mean? We apprehend, by the "strait gate" we
are to understand the gate of conversion or regeneration-true and
spiritual regeneration; and the" narrow way," to which this leads,
.s Christ-the only true and the sufficient way to eternal life.
And this great and important work of conversion, real conversion
to God, or real and spiritual regeneration, is styled a " strait gate,"
on account of the exceeding sorrow and distress with which it is at
times attended. It is more or less at all times attended with this;
and sometimes this is very great, when the Lord is pleased to show
a sinner (as far as he is able to understand it and to stand up under
it) the real nature and consequence of sin and his own awful state
and danger on account of it-when he is enabled to realize what John
the Baptist spoke of, " the wrath to come "-to realize it as hanging
over his head, and getting thicker and thicker, and, for aught he
knows, ready to burst upon him. This, which is the peculiar work
and office of the Holy Ghost, is various in this respect upon the hearts
of those in whom He is pleased to begin His covenant and saving
work; He does not always convince in one and the same way; He
works very gradually in some, and begins very early in some, and in
others the work is very sudden and very startling. But it is always
more or less attended with sorrow and distress. Who can realize his
situation as a sinner upon the brink of eternal ruin, and not feel,
more or less, that sorrow and distress we speak of ?
But then, as this gate is " strait," so "the way is narrow." And
this way is represented as narrow, because of the nature of faith and
obedience, which are to be found in all who walk there. Every man
that enters through that" strait gate," must renounce himself; he
must renounce his self-righteousness; he must renounce his worldly
and conceited self; he must renounce all his mistaken ideas of his
ability to reconcile God and himself, and (as it is so often expressed)
to make his peace with God. He must come to Jesus just as he is,
with nothing but his sins-come as a lost, vile and helpless sinner,
and cast himself upon His mercy. And then he must renounce his
carnal and licentious self. If he comes to Jesus by a true and living
faith, it will be a faith that operates upon the heart and life and
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conversation-a faith that" works by love," and" purifies the heart,"
and regulates the whole of the life and conversation; in this point of
view he must renounce himself. So that we may say, it is a " strait
gate" and a "narrow way."
But then observe to what these" ways" tend.
The "wide gate" and the "broad way" "lead to destruction."
Oh! if there be any individuals now present, who are still (notwith~tanding their appearance here in this house of prayer) walking in
that way, may the Lord apply this to their hearts to-day, and bring
them through the strait gate and into the narrow way that leads to
heaven. The broad way "leadeth to destruction." It leadeth to
destruction of body, and it is the destruction of the soul. It is a
remarkable expression that is made use of by our blessed Lord, when
He says, "Fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to
kill the soul; but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul
and body in hell"; and that is the" destruction" here intended. And
so St. Paul says, " The wages of sin is death"; not merely temporal
death, but" the second death "-" the worm that dieth not, and the
fire that is not quenched." It" leadeth to destruction." He that
lives and dies in an unrenewed, an unregenerate and unconverted
state, will fall into the pit of everlasting destruction.
But then observe how delightful is the contrast. The "strait
gate" and the" narrow way" " lead unto life": life in the favour of
God, life in conformity to God, and life in the enjoyment of God.
It leads to life in the favour of God completely, as to the manifestation of it to the sinner; and it leads partially, as far as can be in
our present state, to life in conformity to Him; and there is much
sweet enjoyment experienced in Him; and all this is an earnest of
perfect and complete conformity to Him and everlasting enjoyment
of Him hereafter. How delightful, we say, is this contrast! As it
is said in that passage that we have referred to already-" the wages
of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ
our Lord."
But what are we to understand by this expression-" Enter ye in
at the strait gate " ~ Does our Lord by these words intend to imply
that man in his fallen state has any power or ability whatever to
help himself into a converted and a regenerate state ~ He speaks,
we apprehend, decidedly against this in his conversation with
Nicodemus, and shows that a man has no more power to cause himself
to be born again and to create himself anew, than he had to create
himself at first. You recollect His words. He says, "Except a
man be born of water and of the Spirit" (two distinct and separate
things, the one the outward and visible sign, and the other the inward
and spiritual grace)-" Except a man be born of water and of the
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God." Nicodemus is
astonished; he says, "How can these things be ~ How can a man
be born when he is old ~" And our Lord explains Himself: "The
wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof,
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but canst not tell whence it cometh and whither it goeth; so is every
one that is born of the Spirit." The work is the work of God; it
requires Almighty power to accomplish it; it requires the same power
to create man anew, that created him at first. And this Almighty
power is exerted, not under the influence and free will and inclination
of the creature, but according to Jehovah's own sovereign good will
and pleasure. It is clearly declared that a man has no more power
to accomplish this in himself, than he has to direct the wind from
one quarter of the heavens to another. No; the work is the work
of God. And therefore we have it thus described again and again
in Holy Scripture-a creation, a resurrection, a new birth, and so on.
The text does not, therefore, by any means intend to encourage the
pride and self-conceit of man who thinks he can by his own free-will
accomplish whatever he pleases that is good, and whenever he pleases.
But then observe, "wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that
leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat" ;
and then, " strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth
unto life, and few there be that find it." At the" wide gate" many
enter; all, we may say, are born in the" way" that it leads to.
" Wide is the gate, and broad is the way"; many are entering into
it; everyone at first enters into it. And of the other " gate" and
the other" way," He says, "Few there be that find it." This is
a very affecting declaration. We know that there will be an innumerable number at the last, and those brought out of every nation and
kindred and tongue and people upon the face of the earth, that are
redeemed by the blood of the Lamb; but although that will be an
innumerable number, yet look at the church of God at any given
period-look at it (we may say) at this very time-and it is a small
number, a "little flock."
Now here is a powerful consideration for us. If there are few
that are entering in at the strait gate, few that are walking in the
way that leadeth to everlasting life, while multitudes upon multitudes are going in at the wide gate and are walking in the broad
way, oh! then how anxious should you and I be, respecting ourselves,
that we are found in the strait way, the way that leadeth unto life!
how anxious should we be! And how evident a proof have we here
of the corruption of man and the lost and ruined estate of man, when
we look around and see the multitude altogether unconcerned and
careless about the salvation of their immortal souls!
And therefore, by way of improvement of the subject, we may say, in
the first place, that this subject naturally suggests an inquiry-Am
I walking in this way ~ have I entered in at this strait gate ~ How
important is this inquiry-What is my situation ~ what are my circumstances ~ what are my feelings and pursuits ~ We may see from the
context, that Christ knows nothing of many who will hereafter claim
an acquaintance with Him-knows nothing of them as belonging
to Him, and as having entered in at the strait gate. Oh! that will
be an awful day, when many shall be refused admission, that will be
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saying, Open to us, for we have prophesied in Thy name-and so
on. This immediately follows. "Not everyone that saith unto Me,
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that
doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to
Me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Thy name ~
and in Thy name have cast out devils ~ and in Thy name done many
wonderful works ~ And then will I profess unto them, I never knew
you: depart from Me, ye that work iniquity." We say this thought
should lead us to self-examination. Oh! how many professing
Christians-how many of those that make a profession of faith-will
be rejected by the Lord at the last great and solemn day!
But then to come to that, which we more immediately intend to
enlarge upon at this time, for those who have come here this afternoon desiring to have some portion of the bread of life broken to
them; what cause have such for gratitude, that the Lord has inclined
them to enter in at the strait gate and to walk in the narrow way,
brought them to the feet of Jesus, enabled them to receive Him as their
Saviour and their Lord, and to cast themselves entirely upon His
merit and His grace! Oh! what cause for gratitude! May the
Lord make you thankful. He has taken you by the right hand; He
has brought you into the way" that leadeth unto life." It is delightful
to look back upon those days, and to recollect the dealings of the
Lord in the time when He brought you to Himself. He took you (as
it were) by the hand, and led you into your closet, and there He
caused you to bow your knee before Him, and to cry for mercy to
Him as a poor perishing sinner; He put language into your lips, and
enabled you to plead your cause before Him. And what was His
language virtually, when He did all this ~ Why, He looks back to
covenant love-love to thee when thou wast "in thy blood" and
" cast out in the open field"; "when I passed by thee," He says,
" and looked upon thee, behold! thy time was the time of love; and
I sware unto thee, and entered into a covenant with thee, and thou
becamest Mine." And why ~ Oh! this is the reason-and here is
the language of the great Jehovah to every truly broken-hearted
and Christ-seeking sinner-"-I have loved thee with an everlasting
love, and therefore with loving-kindness have I drawn thee." Now
we say, if this is so with you, oh! what cause have you to praise and
adore Him for His rich and abundant goodness! What bonds of
gratitude must you feel yourself under to Him! and how ready to
consider and confess that you can in no way suitably express His
goodness to you, in turning you out of the broad way that leadeth to
destruction, and bringing you into this narrow way that leadeth
unto life!
Now you need not be discouraged on account of the straitness and
narrowness of this way. And why ~ Because He, on whom you
have cast your soul, and in Whom is your confidence, will call you to
nothing in this way, under which He will not support· you, and
through which He will not carry you, and eventually deliver you. It
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is true that your strength is weakness, and your wisdom is folly; it
is true that you are a fickle and uncertain creature: and it is true
that you are a. treacherous and unfaithful creature; but, says the
apostle, " shall our unbelief make the word of God of none effect? "
No; it is impossible. He has said that notwithstanding the unkindness and ingratitude of His people-(which He will overrule for good,
"visiting their transgressions with the rod and their iniquity with
stripes, if they forsake His law and walk not in His judgments, break
His statutes and keep not His commandments ")-yet " His lovingkindness He will utterly take from them, nor suffer His faithfulness
to fail." For He knew what they would be long before, when He
set His love upon them, long before His Holy Spirit began to operate
in their minds in a way of conviction and of conversion. "I have
wrought for My name's sake," says He; "and for Mine own sake
I will persevere, and will bring them eventually through their difficulties,
and make them more than conquerors over all their enemies." The
Apostle Paul has a very endearing passage-CC Faithful is He that
calleth you, who also will do it." You are called to eternal life;
and as you have set out, so surely shall you reach the kingdom. Therefore, we say, let not your hearts be dispirited; be not discouraged,
because of the difficulties of the way and the straitness of the path.
The Lord Himself has engaged to deliver you. It was His own hand
that brought you into the way;· no created power-neither your own
power nor any created power-could ever have brought you into it.
And He that brought you in has kept you hitherto, or you would long
before now have repented of your repentance, and long before now
have" made shipwreck of faith and of a good conscience." And He
" is faithful," and will continue to keep you even to the end. Hear
His own word: "I will hold thy right hand"; first I will bring
thee into the way, and then I will hold thy right hand; "fear not,
I will help thee"; I will help thee by My wisdom, I will help thee by
My strength, I will help thee by the light of My countenance. So that
you need not fear; though feeling yourselves to be but ignorant and
weak, you need not fear. And the prophet Isaiah gives us a very
striking representation of this way; and he styles it " a highway."
It is so plain, he says, that" the wayfaring men, though fools, shall
not err therein." A man cannot turn himself into this way; he can
only enter it by that influence, that power, that cometh from above-the effect of rich and everlasting and covenant grace; and when he
has entered in, he cannot take a step in it without that assistance that
cometh from above; he has no power of his own to keep him, and
no wisdom of his own to direct him; but yet he need not fear. The
Lord has engaged to give him that wisdom that he stands in need
of. "The wayfaring men, though fools," as to other things, taught
of God with that wisdom that cometh from above--" the wayfaring
men, though fools, shall not err therein." And then you need
fear no enemy; for the passage goes on_cc No lion shall be there, nor
a.ny ravenous beast"; that is, they shall not be there to destroy; they
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may be there to try, but not to injure. And who is it that says all
this 1 "I will help thee, saith the Lord, and thy Redeemer, the Holy
One of Israel." "The Lord," observe; it is Jehovah; "thy
Redeemer "-thy Saviour; "the Holy One of Israel." Who can
doubt the love of the Redeemer 1 He is willing and ready to
accomplish everything He has pledged Himself to perform. Who
can doubt the truth of " the Holy One 1" He must cease to exist
before He ceases to be true and faithful to His engagements. And
who can doubt the ability of Jehovah-" the Lord "-the Lord of
hosts 1 How sweet is the description thus given of this person, who
here speaks! "I am," says He in another place-" I am the first
and the last, which is and which was and which is to come, the
Almighty." Whatever difficulties and enemies we have to meet, He
is able to subdue and overcome them all. So that the Church may
well exult with triumph and delight that cannot be conceived and
say, " The Lord God omnipotent reigneth." He who became incarnate,
He Who appeared as the" babe lying in a manger," is the second
Person in Jehovah, the self-existent Word. He Who became incarnate,
Who came into this world and died for His people and returned
and took His seat in His kingdom, is now" the Lord God omnipotent" ;
and He "reigneth."
The strait gate and the narrow way" lead unto life." Life shall he
beyond doubt the portion of everyone that is led to enter and to
walk therein. He who sets out in the way to the kingdom, and
whose face the Lord has directed thitherward, shall without doubt
reach it in the end. The Lord's people are called to this-to attain
eternal life-" to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus
Christ"; and there is not a humble disciple of the Lord Jesus, 'fho
has set out in that way, that shall not eventually see His face and
enjoy His presence and glory in His kingdom. It is said, " It became
Him "-(it is a strong word for a creature to use, but you know
St. Paul was here speaking by inspiration of God)-" It became
Him, for Whom are all things and by Whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make the Captain of their salvation perfect
through sufferings." To" bring many sons unto glory" was His
grand object. And not one, given to Christ by the eternal Father,
shall ever be deprived of that" eternal life," which God that cannot
lie, promised" before the world began." Oh! if we could look within
the veil, how many should we see-multitudes of them now in gloryin number not a few, but thousands upon thousands, and millions
on millions, beyond a doubt-who are already there, who have been
redeemed by the blood of the Lamb and translated from earth, and
who have experienced the faithfulness and love of the great, Jehovah !
And we cannot doubt that He will be faithful to all whom He calls
and inclines to His service and to walk in the narrow way. So that
we may say, in the language of St. Paul, notwithstanding all the
discouragements and difficulties of the way, " If God be for us, who
can be against us 1" Who can break (as we may express it) that
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adamantine chain by which the Lord Jesus binds to Himself those that
are His? No power of hell can break it. Hear His own words:
" My counsel shall stand," the counsel which I entered into with My
co-equal and co-eternal Son and with the Holy and eternal Spirit" My counsel shall stand, and I will do all My pleasure." Who shall
say, it shall not? Who shall dare to contradict Him? No creature
on earth, no creature in hell; no created being will dare and venture
to contradict Him. And what is His "counsel?" Why, the Son
of God, Who came to make known His will, declares, "This is the
Father's will which hath sent Me "-this is His counsel, and it is My
counsel, and the counsel of the eternal Spirit-" that of all which
He hath given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again
at the last day." Oh! there never was a vessel of mercy appointed
unto life-there never was one that was given unto Jesus-that has
passed out of His hands and dropped into destruction. There never
was one, that was not before He died turned out of the broad way
into the narrow-led to experience the work, the spiritual work of
regeneration-brought to be (as the Apostle St. Peter says) " a partaker
of the Divine nature"-and thus to be "meet for the inheritance
of the saints in light," and afterwards taken unto it. No; "God's
work is perfect." He has drawn His plan, and He will carry it on.
Now if you are enabled to hope that He has formed this plan with
respect to you, you will find the glorious scheme of salvation revealed
in Holy Scripture to be such as tends to win the heart and to captivate
the affections, and to take. them off from sin (as far as at present can
be), and to lead you to look up to the Lord for strength to live devoted
to His praise and glory. For when you realize this, you will surely
say, "What can I render unto the Lord for such unspeakable
benefits?" "I should have been at this moment a careless sinner,
wandering in the broad way, insensible to my danger, unconcerned
about my soul, and I should have wandered on until I died, and then
should have dropped into that dreadful pit, over against which there is
a great gulf fixed, so that I could never have escaped, but must have
been shut up in despair and misery for ever; this would have been my
lot, had not the Lord written my name in the Book of life, planned
my salvation, and promised to me (me as an individual) eternal
life in Christ before the world began; oh! what shall I render unto
the Lord? what tributes of praise and honour and love and service is
equal to my obligations?" There are no views so sanctifying as the
doctrines of grace; and we will venture to assert that there is no
one who receives them in spirit and truth-(theoretically he may
receive them and be nothing the better for them, but there is no
one who receives them in spirit and in truth under the teaching of
the Holy Ghost)-that is not enabled more or less to manifest their
sanctifying tendency. There are many striking examples of this;
and there have been many, many more, that have now entered into
rest; individuals that have been indeed "turned from darkness to
light and from the power of Satan unto God" completely altered
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completely changed; and when any inquired from whence this
change came, the answer might be given (as it was said on a certain
occasion), "They have been with Jesus "-" they have tasted His
love and grace, and they cannot but live devoted to His service."
And now if there is the desire rising up in any heart that never
yet felt it-" Oh! that I realized this! oh! that I were walking in
the narrow way!-I have been secure and careless and thoughtless
about my soul's salvation, but I begin now to fear and to feel anxious
about it and to desire to be found in the way that leadeth unto life"
-oh! if there be such an one present, may they know at this time,
by the teaching and revelation of the Holy Ghost, that this " strait
gate" is always open, open day and night to every broken-hearted
and penitent sinner. Jesus is ready to receive everyone that £lees
to Him. You are encouraged to put your souls into His hands, and
to rest them upon Him. And you may depend upon this, that if
you are really in earnest, if the work is real and saving, He will never
drop that work till He has finished it completely. Let such recollectmay we all recollect-St. Paul's confidence: "I am confident of
this," He says, " that He which hath begun a good work in you, will
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ."
Oh! that God would bless His Word. Oh! that He would bring
everyone, within the bonds of His everlasting covenant, to the
experience and enjoyment of His love. And if He have already
changed us by His grace, if He have brought us to Jesus, if we are
resting on Him and seeking salvation from Him, then may He establish
us and" build us up in our most holy faith"; and help us in all times
of temptation and distress to depend upon this-that His mercy,
His love, is like Himself, and knows no alteration, no ebb, no change,
but is "the same yesterday and to-day and for ever." "Having
loved His own "-(that is a sweet word)-" having loved His own
which were in the world, He loved them unto the end." If He has
given you any token of love, He has given you a pledge of everlasting
love-love that shall abide to all eternity.

SERMONETTE.
"TAUGHT OF GOD."
By

THE LATE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES,

M.A., B.D.

" It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God."JOHN vi. 45.
1. Under what circumstances were these words spoken 1 It was
when the Lord Jesus, having proclaimed Himself as being the bread
of life, and as having come down from heaven (John vi. 35, 38), the
Jews" murmured at Him." The Lord then said to them, "Murmur
not among yourselves. No man can come to Me, except the Father
which hath sent Me draw him; and I will raise him up at the last day.
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It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every
man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh
unto Me" (verses 43-45).
2. Who are the persons spoken of? Who are meant by "all" ?
Evidently, the" all " are all those who come to Christ, who believe on
Him, who trust in Him for salvation and eternal life. These, in God
the Father's sovereignty and grace, are drawn to Christ (verse 44) ; they
are" taught of God"; they" hear and learn of the Father." Everyone of these, the Lord Jesus said, " Cometh unto Me" (verse 45).
3. It is plain, therefore, that true Christians do not become such
by reason of human instruction. They may have been brought up in
Christian families, and have received a sound religious education, but
this did not make them real Christians. Something more was necessary,
and that was to be born from above, and to be the subjects of Divine
teaching. Ministers of religion, however sound in the faith they maybe,
cannot make true Christians. The apostles also were powerless in
this respect; as St. Paul affirms (1 Cor. iii. 5), "Who then is Apollos ?
and what is Paul? Ministers through whom ye believed; and each
as the Lord gave to him. I planted, Apollos watered; but God
gave the increase" (R.V.). It is the part of God's messengers to
proclaim the truth, to preach Christ, but the results belong to God.
Baptism can make Christians outwardly and by profession only.
Those baptized with water must also be baptized by the Holy Spirit
into the one Body (see 1 Cor. xii. 13), or they are not real Christians.
" We are His workmanship" (Eph. ii. 10). The Holy Spirit, working
by means of the Word of God, draws souls to Christ by convincing
them of sin, by teaching them their need of Him as the Saviour of
ruined and lost sinners, revealing Him to them through the Word,
the Holy Scriptures, so that they trust in His gracious assurance,
"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on Me hath everlasting life" (John vi. 47). Without this drawing and teaching of
the Holy Spirit none would ever come to Christ, since man by nature
is spiritually dead, and unwilling to be saved in God's way, as the
Lord Jesus told the Jews: "Ye will not come to Me, that ye might
have life." But blessed is His assurance, " All that the Father giveth
Me shall come to Me; and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise
cast out!" (John v. 40; vi. 37.)
FROM whom but Solomon could we have received the books of Proverbs,
Ecclesiastes, and the Song of Songs? From the man who asked for
wisdom as his chief desire, from the philosopher who studied nature and
observed the ways of men; from the king whose experience, so ample
and so diversified, illustrates so strikingly that" all is vanity"; and
from the Jedidiah of whom it was written, " The Lord loved him"
(2 Sam. xii. 24); and again, " he loved the Lord" (1 Kings iii. 3); from
him alone could we have had three such books of wisdom, of experience,
of love.-Adolph Saphir.
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"FED WITH THE INHERITANCE OF JACOB."
"HE shall choose our inheritance for us." These words rather
quieted my mind one day when I had been inclined, like the disciples,
to wish that I might stay on the mountain top. They had to come
down, and I had to be content, and to believe that no appointment
of the Lord's providence could possibly be preferable from any point
of view than the one into which He has gone before. It is His blessing
only that is needed. But it is a gift, perhaps as rare as it is restful,
to "lie passive in His hands and know no will but His." How can
we, or when do we, yield ourselves with all our hopes, prayers and
desires to him and say, " Here am I, let Him do what seemeth Him
good"? Not often, I should think, although we know in our judgments that it would be to find rest to our souls.
"He shall choose our inheritance for us." When David said this in
Psalm xlvii., he was referring to the possession on earth into which
himself and Israel were to be established. He was not thinking of
the past" everlasting Covenant." He was not anticipating the day
when the Lord will say, "Come, ye blessed children of My Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world." He meant that every step before him was at the disposal
of the God of Jacob and his God, and the persuasion made him glad
then, as in a measure it rested me a few weeks ago. All that comes
upon or to His children is their "inheritance" from God. Abraham
had a boundless one shown to him. The land that he trod was his,
the stars and the sand represented his posterity; God was his friend,
the Lord Christ was his promise, his hope, and his joy. A long trial
of patience was his inheritance; a great trial of faith also. An
afflicted and bowed body was the inheritance of a " daughter" of his
who lived hundreds of years after. Each one of his faithful children
would tell of his own particular lot, no two alike except in the blessing
that came to them. "Cruel mockings and scourgings" with great
libations of heavenly power and consolation came to some. But if
we began, or got the saints to begin, who would be first and who last
of the multitudes, Daniel and John the Baptist, Deborah and Lydia
among them, who, having received the firstfruits here and the fruition
there, of their inheritance, would give thanks and praise to God
without ceasing?
It was in my inheritance on the longest day, lately past, to stand
and sit at the grave of Dr. Rowland Taylor, saint and martyr of
Jesus. He" left his blode," as the inscription on the original stone
has it, in a field near his parish church of Hadleigh, in Suffolk, and
thence, from the cruelties of the Marian persecutors, joined those whose
victory was already won. The scene, as we saw it in June, was one of
perfect summer. The quiet was emphasized by the lark's song, and
broken at intervals only by a passing vehicle; the hay was standing
in cocks, and one could scarcely believe the gentleness of it, while
considering that all this beauty was going .on at the same time that
crowds were melting in the heat in towns. Rowland Taylor's dust
t
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was at our feet, where it had been for three hundred and eighty
years, waiting for the resurrection of the just. He said in a letter to
his wife, "God's love, mercy, goodness and favour hath been unspeakable in teaching us the right way of salvation and justification."
And the good man died, as it says in Proverbs xiii., "leaving an
inheritance unto his children's children."
We had the privilege also (four of us) of seeing the last resting place
of Cowper, in East Dereham Church. It was very touching and
beautiful, and as there was no one to hear except the angels, we sang,
"There is a Fountain filled with blood,
Drawn from Emmanuel's veins,
And sinners plunged beneath that flood,
Lose all their guilty stains."
That Fountain was Cowper's inheritance. May it be ours indeed,
and then we shall join him in his " nobler, sweeter song."
FOLLOWER-ON.

THE BIBLE AN UNREAD BOOK.
THE Rev. C. M. Chavasse, Master of St. Peter's Hall, Oxford, said
recently at an Oxford Conference: "We have to deal with a generation that is wholly lacking in a Christian background. The Bible is
an unread and unknown book to masses of our countrymen, who are,
thereby, totally ignorant of the simplest facts of the Gospel. The
position is partly explained and certainly rendered more difficult by
the prevalent opinion that scholarship has disclosed the Bible as
unreliable; and also by a general impression, cultivated in several
quarters, that it does not matter what a man believes so long as he
possesses some kind of mystical experience of God."
The opinion that so-called " scholarship has disclosed the Bible as
unreliable" is no doubt true, but it is a scholarship not learned at
the feet of Christ. To Him the Bible was the inspired, and therefore
the infallible, Word of God. To Him all the writers were" holy men
of God" who" spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost."
We need to be strong and of a good courage to repudiate the teaching
of so-called scholars who deny the truth of those Scriptures which our
Lord continually quoted as the Scriptures of truth. No wonder if
masses of our countrymen think little of the Bible, when leading men
in the professing Church, whose utterances appear prominently in the
newspapers, speak of the Bible as fabulous, legendary, and untrustworthy. These so-called scholars are not men taught by the Holy
Ghost, otherwise they would receive" the things of the Spirit of God."
The apostles were not" scholars" in the modern sense of the term,
but they sat at the feet of Him Who spake as never man had before
spoken, and in Whom were "hid all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge." To the apostles" all Scripture" was" given by inspiration of God," and we are on safe ground if we treat the Bible as did
our infallible Saviour, and His inspired apostles.

852

The Gospel Magazine

"MY JUDGMENT IS JUST."
A DIVINE majesty shines in the words of the Lord Jesus in John v.
30, 31: "I can of Mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge:
and My judgment is just; because I seek not Mine own will, but the
will of the Father which hath sent Me. If I bear witness of Myself,
My witness is not true."
The prominent thought herein for ourselves is, that only as our
will is in harmony with, and in subjection to, the will of God, can our
judgment concerning any matter be just and true. The Son of God,
while He lived here below, was ever in the most perfect harmony with
the heart and purpose of His Father, and therefore His judgment
was just. Not merely because He was Divine, and could not err, but
because He took the lowly path of entire subjection to His Father's
will; and it is only as we are graciously enabled to follow Him in
this that our judgment can be just.
The faculty of spiritual understanding is part of the Divine nature
implanted in regeneration, and this is capable of growth, expansion,
and renewal. "That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the
knowledge of Him: the eyes of your understanding being enlightened"
(Eph. i. 17, 18). Thus the large-hearted apostle prays also for the
Colossians (i. 9, la): "That ye might be filled with the knowledge
of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding." Likewise for
the Philippians(i. 9, la): "That your love may abound yet more and
more in knowledge, and in all judgment: that ye may approve things
that are excellent."
A ray of light passing through a prism on to a sheet of white paper
is divided into its seven component colours. If there be any opacity
or defect in the prism, the colours will be absent, or marred, or out of
harmony. If the prism be perfect, the colours will be perfectly and
harmoniously present. In the sinless humanity of the Lord Jesus
there was nothing to hinder the light of heaven shining through;
no flaw, no spot, no defect. His judgment, therefore, was always
just. But in us there is so much that is out of harmony with the
will of God that our disceniment is obscured, warped, and unjust.
We thus often form a wrong estimate of our Father's dealings with
us, both in providence and in grace, impatiently bearing them, and
greatly misinterpreting them. We may also form an incorrect estimate
of our own condition at the time, not clearly discerning between
nature and grace. We may even err in our apprehension of the
glorious truths of God's most holy Word. And our judgment of others
may be prejudiced by our magnifying in them the defects we fail to
perceive in ourselves.
What constant need, therefore, there is for an entire subjection to,
and acquiescence in, the holy will of God, in Whom, and in which,
"is no darkness at all!" Only as this is graciously effected will
there be a clear and just judgment in the things of God.
Wimbledon Park.
WILLIAM WILEMAN.
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THE OLD PATHS.

By

THE LATE REV. J. B. WADDINGTON,
VICAR OF Low MOOR, CLITHEROE.

"Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the
old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall
find rest for your soulS."-JEREMIAH vi. 16.

THE religious teaching of the present day is, as a rule, superficial,
and often tends to exalt man rather than God. In the same way
religious services are, for the most part, arranged to please the natural
and unregenerate man.
No doubt there is a great amount of Gospel preaching; and if
Christ is preached, though imperfectly, yea, "even of envy and
strife," we ought to " rejoice" as did the apostle (Phi!. i. 18). Still,
we cannot shut our eyes to the fact that much of the Evangelical
preaching to which we listen is deficient in depth and distinctness.
As it has been truly said, " It is not full measure, good weight, and
sixteen ounces to the pound." It does not fairly face and deal with
the humiliating fact that man is not only a fallen being and a sinner,
but a totally lost and utterly helpless sinner-" dead in trespasses
and sins" (Eph. ii. I)-requiring not improving but quickening by the
life-giving power of the Holy Spirit. Consequently, the unconverted
are erroniously taught to believe in free will, while the converted
are encouraged to expect perfection in the flesh-the death and extinction of the old Adam-nature, against which the child of God is taught
that he must watch and pray, and strive until the soul departs to be
with Christ, and takes its place aInidst the spirits of just men made
perfect (Heb. xii. 23). Such soleInn statements as Genesis vi. 5,
Jeremiah xvii. 9, and Romans vii. 7-25 are quietly passed over.
Thus the very truth which makes the message of reconciliation,
in the highest sense Good News, is omitted, or not reiterated as it
ought to be by those who ought to set forth the truth in all its plain,
unpalatable nakedness. For" it is required in stewards that a man
be found faithful" (1 Cor. iv. 2). _
God's word is most explicit on the total depravity and awful corruption of the soul by nature; the understanding, the will, the
affections, the memory, and conscience being alike corrupted. Each
soul containing the seeds of all the sins ever committed, and only
requiring the absence of restraint or grace, and suitable temptations
and circumstances to be developed into terrible crimes (Mark vii. 21-23).
The omission of such distinctive and faithful teaching prepares
the way for ritualism (as it does for rationalism). Bishop Ryle, in
his charge to his clergy, at Liverpool, in 1890, said:
" Let me charge you to hold fast the old doctrine of the sinfulness
of sin, and the corruption of human nature.
" I find no words to express my sense of the vastness and importance of this subject. It is my firm conviction that a right knowledge
of sin lies at the root of all saving religion. The first thing that God
24
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does when He makes man a new creature in Christ, is to send light
into his heart, and show him that he is a guilty sinner. The material
creation in Genesis began with ' light,' and so also does the spiritual
creation. I have an equally firm conviction that a low and imperfect
view of sin is the origin of most of the errors, heresies, and false
doctrines of the present day. If a man does not realize the extent
and dangerous nature of his soul's disease, you cannot wonder if he is
content with false or imperfect remedies.
" I believe that one of the chief wants of the Church in the nineteenth century has been, and is, clearer, fuller teaching about sin.
"Sin, I need not remind this assembly, consists in doing, saying,
thinking, or imagining anything that is not in perfect conformity
with the mind and law of God. 'Sin,' as the Scripture saith, is
'the transgression of the law' (1 John iii. 4). The slightest outward or inward departure from absolute mathematical parallelism
with God's revealed will and character, constitutes a sin, and at once
makes us guilty in God's sight. The ninth article of our Church
declares that sin is 'the fault and corruption of the nature of every
man that is naturally engendered of the offspring of Adam; whereby man is very far gone (quam longissime is the Latin) from original
righteousness, and is of his own nature inclined to evil, so that the
flesh lusteth always against the spirit; and, therefore, in every person
born into the world, it deserveth God's wrath and damnation.
" Sin, in short, is that vast, moral disease which affects the whole
human race, of every rank, and class, and name, and nation, and
people, and tongue, the plague of rulers and statesmen, the divider of
churches, the destroyer of family happiness, the cause of all the
miseries of the world.
" Now, I am obliged to declare my conviction that the extent and
vileness, and deceitfulness of sin are a subject which is not sufficiently
brought forward in the religious teaching of these last days. I do
not say it is ignored altogether. But I do say it is not pressed on
congregations in its Scriptural proportion, and in harmony with the
two grand confessions of ou.r Prayer-book.
"The consequences are very serious.
"One result, I am persuaded, is the immense increase of that
sensuous, ceremonial, formal kind of Christianity, which has swept over
England like a flood in the last twenty-five years, and carried away
so many before it. I can well believe that there is much that is
attractive and satisfying in this system of religion, to a certain order
of minds, so long as the conscience is not fully enlightened. But
when that wonderful part of our constitution is really awake and alive,
I find it hard to believe that a sensuous, ceremonial Christianity will
thoroughly satisfy us. A little child is easily quieted and amused
with gaudy toys, and dolls, and rattles, so long as it is not hungry;
but once let it feel the cravings of nature within, and we know that
nothing will satisfy it but food. Just so it is with man in the matter
of his soul. Music, and singing, and flowers, and banners, and
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processions, and beautiful vestments, and confessionals, and man-made
ceremonies of a semi-Romish character, may do well enough for
him under certain conditions. But once let him awake and arise from
the dead, and he will not rest content with these things. They will
seem to him mere solemn triflings, and a waste of time. Once let him
see his sin, and he must see his Saviour, in order to obtain rest for his
soul. He feels stricken with a deadly disease; and nothing will
satisfy him but the Great Physician. He hungers and thirsts, and he
must have nothing less than the bread of life. I may seem bold in
what I am about to say, but I fearlessly venture the assertion, that
one-half of the semi-Romanism of the last forty years would never
have existed, if English people had been taught more fully and clearly
the nature, vileness, and sinfulness of sin."
If we " ask for the old paths," and inquire what was the teaching of the good old standard writers and divines of the Reformed
Church, we shall find that they gave no uncertain sound, for they
were painstaking students of the Bible, from which they drew their
theology. They carefully and prayerfully studied their Bibles-comparing Scripture with Scripture-and were emphatically men of one
Book. They did not omit to seek the help of Hini Who inspired that
Holy Book, which they did by diligent prayer and communion with
their God. Thus they gained Heavenly illumination. Experimentally they learned the truth and shunned not to " declare all the counsel
of God" (Acts xx. 27).
Thomas Scott, the eminent commentator (Rector of Aston Sandford,
Bucks, ordained 1772), who began as a Unitarian, and ended as a
devout Trinitarian, studied each book, chapter, verse, and word of the
Bible for forty years. In his autobiography, The Force of Truth, he
relates his experience, and he writes, "I clearly perceived my very
best duties, on which my main dependence had hitherto been placed,
to be merely specious sins; and my whole life appeared to be one
continued series of transgressions.
"I now understood the apostle's meaning, when he affirms that
, By the works of the Law can RO flesh be justified before God.' "
(Gal. ii. 16.)
Such men set forth in plain, unvarnished language what they
gathered from the storehouse of God's Word. They toned nothing
down either from fear of displeasing man, or from fear that the truth
might be misunderstood, but left the Spirit to guard His own truth,
so great, and grand, and Divine in its simplicity.
They taught fearlessly-a justification as complete as condemnation. A remedy as sure and safe as the disease is deadly. A pardon
as free and unrestricted as the rebellion is great and heinous. All
displaying the wondrous attributes of the ever-blessed Trinity. All" to
the praise of the glory of His grace, wherein He hath made us accepted
in the Beloved. In Whom we have redemption through His blood,
the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace" (Eph.
i. 6 and 7).
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Take, for example, one to whose writings Scott often refers in
his Narrative, and to whom he owed much-Richard Hooker, born
about 1553, esteemed perfectly orthodox and a standard writer by the
bishops and leaders of the Church of England in his day; to whom
the honourable appellation of "Judicious" was applied, who was
never considered a " low churchman," but who wrote what he firmly
believed to be the true doctrines of his Church, as set forth in her
Articles and Homilies, as "agreeable to God's Word." He said:
"The righteousness wherein we must be found, if we will be
justified, is not our own: therefore we cannot be justified by any
inherent quality. Christ hath merited righteousness for as many as
are found in Him. In Him God findeth us if we be faithful, for by
faith we are incorporated into Christ. Then, although in ourselves
we be altogether sinful and unrighteous, yet, even the man which is
impious in himself, full of iniquity, full of sin, him, being found in
Christ through faith, and having his sin remitted through repentance,
him God beholdeth with a gracious eye, putteth away his sin by not
imputing it; taketh quite away the punishment due thereunto by
pardoning it; and accepteth him in Jesus Christ as perfectly righteous as if he had fulfilled all that was commanded him in the law.
Shall I say more perfectly righteous than if himself had fulfilled the
whole law ~ I must take heed what I say; but the apostle saith,
, God made Him to be sin for us, Who knew no sin, that we might
be made the righteousness of God in Him.' Such we are in the
sight of God the Father, as is the very Son of God Himself. Let it
be counted folly, or frenzy, or fury, whatsoever, it is our comfort,
and our wisdom; we care for no knowledge in the world but this,
that man hath sinned and God hath suffered, that God hath made
Himself the Sin of man, and that men are ·made the Righteousness
of God."
But Hooker has not only written what he believed to be the way
of salvation as revealed in Scripture, but has left on record his own
personal experience. In his Sermon of the Perpetuity of Faith in the
Elect, in which the doctrine o~ the final perseverance of true believers
is expressly taught and scripturally maintained, "he closes;" as
Scott says, "with this noble triumph of full assurance, as resulting
from that comfortable doctrine in the hearts of confirmed and experienced Christians ":" I know in Whom I have believed; I am not ignorant of Whose
precious blood has been shed for me; I have a Shepherd full of
kindness, full of care, and full of power, to Whom I commit myself.
His own finger hath engraven this sentence in the tables of my heart:
- ' Satan hath desired to winnow thee as wheat, but I have prayed
that thy faith fail not.' Therefore, the assurance of my hope I will
labour to keep as a jewel unto the end, and by labour, through the
gracious mediation of His Prayer, I shall keep it. With such words
in my mouth, and such assurance in my heart, I wish to live and hope
to die."
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May the Holy Spirit grant that His mantle may fall upon many
who read this noble and touching testimony; and who, as yet, see not
the whole truth, or have hitherto shrunk from setting it forth from
what they considered expediency, or" the fear of man (that) bringeth
a snare" (Prov. xxix. 25).
TWO GREAT MEN.-AcTs Vlll.
How frequently it happens in the experiences of life that the high
valuation which a man may affix to his own greatness and influence is
not confirmed by posterity.
.
It is worthy of note that in this chapter (Acts viii.) the word" great"
occurs in connection with two persons; and with two events, and in
connection with one result.
There was a " great persecution" (verse 1) of the true Christians, who
had just had taken from them, by a violent death, that devout servant
of the Lord-Stephen. The void which his death made in the ranks
of that earnest Christian band of believers was such that they" made
great lamentation over him " (verse 2). Then, for some time previous
to this event, a certain sorcerer named Simon had been " giving out
that himself was some great one" (verse 9). In opposition to this
man's claim to greatness, was the real undisputed greatness of the
chancellor of the exchequer of the Queen of Ethiopia, an officer of
"great authority" (verse 27).
The LORD God Almighty once put the question to Abraham:
" Is any thing too hard for the LORD 1 " (Gen. xviii. 14) and God's
own practical answer has ever been the same as that which the angel
was directed to give to Mary: "with God nothing shall be impossible"
(Luke i. 37). The Lord Jesus confirmed this truth, saying: "With
God all things are possible" (Matt. xix. 26), and from the days of Job
(Job xlii. 2) onwards there has been a continual witness to this fact
(Ps. cxv. 3; Jer. xxxii. 17; Zech. viii. 6; Rom. iv. 21).
It is important to call this blessed truth to mind in these days of so
much unbelief, and further it is necessary to observe it working at the
time of Stephen's death. Men often quote the words" United we
stand-divided we fall." Satan knows there is much truth in this
statement and his object ever has been to separate man from God,
and further, he ever seeks to separate Christians either by internal
discord or else by external persecution. With this object in view
Satan caused a "great persecution against the Church which was at
Jerusalem" (verse 1), so that believers were" scattered throughout
Judooa ana Samaria" (verse 1), but nothing being impossible with
God, He caused the believers who were thus scattered to go " everywhere preaching or scattering the Word" (verse 4). Thus Satan's
cruel plot once more miscarried.
There was an occasion when the Samaritans would not receive the
Lord Jesus, and James and John desired that the judgment of heaven
might fall upon the rejectors. but the Lord would not permit it (Luke
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ix. 51-56), for He came to seek and to save the lost (Luke xix. 10).
Now a change had come, the Samaritans gladly received the Gospel, and
Philip was especially used of God to their conversion. Such a wonderful
effect followed the true reception of God's glorious Salvationthat there was" great joy in that city" (verse 8).
When Simon, the "great one," realized what had occurred in
Samaria he recognized that his prospects of continuing to "bewitch
the people with his sorceries " had vanished, and consequently that all
hope of making money by his evil and corrupt practices had ceased, he
therefore professed to have been converted and desired to be baptized,
and associated himself with Philip (verse 13). This outward change in
Simon, the "great one," must have caused a considerable sensation.
It would do so to-day. Alas, he was but a " stony ground hearer"
(see Matt. xiii. 20). His heart was" not right in the sight of God"
(verse 21). He had still the same evil craving for money. He was
covetous. Isaiah Iv. 1-3 had not laid hold of him. He thought he
could buy God's perfectly free gift with money (verse 20). There are
many of Simon's way of thinking to-day, but such need to take heed
to Peter's warning-" Repent therefore of this thy wickedness ... if
perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee" (verse 22).
How low the man, " who gave himself out as some great one "(verse9),
had fallen! He must have become little in the eyes of all who knew of
his wickedness. No more is recorded of this fraudulent professor.
What a relief it is to turn to the brief account of the other mana truly great man-mentioned in this chapter. Even his name is not
chronicled. It was not necessary, for it is " written in heaven" (Heb.
xii. 23). This officer of" great authority" had heard of the true Godthe God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (see Matt. viii. 11; Rom. iv. 3,
etc.)-and learning that the Temple of the Lord was in Jerusalem he
journeyed to that city that he might worship the true God and gain
more knowledge of Him. Alas, most of the Lord's people had been
driven out of Jerusalem by persecution, and the professional religious
leaders could not help him. How could they ~ They had conspired
together to secure the crucifixion of the Saviour, " the Lord of Glory"
(Jas. ii. 1). Such men knew 'nothing of the way of Salvation. The
scribes, lawyers, and Pharisees were "blind leaders of the blind"
(Matt. xv. 14). They could not point out to the officer the only
Saviour, but their unbelief could not make the promises of God of
none effect (see Rom. iii. 3; xi. 29; 2 Tim. ii. 13). God had promised
that there shall be Ethiopians born again (see Ps. lxxxvii. 4), and that
" Ethiopia shall soon stretch out her hands unto God" (Ps. lxviii. 31),
and God was about to grant the first fruits of this harvest, therefore
He called Philip away from the work to which He had sent Philip
in Samaria, and directed him to go down to a desert place south of
Jerusalem. Philip reached the appointed spot just as the chariot of
the man of "great authority" was approaching, and he heard the
nobleman reading God's Word, even that portion of it which those
who "give themselves out as great ones," despise and reject, but" it
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is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth "
(Rom. i. 16). This the Ethiopian officer proved. Finding that Philip
could help him, the nobleman desired Philip to enter his chariot, sit by
him and teach him. Such conduct is one of the characteristics of
greatness-he was not too proud to learn from one in a different walk of
life from himself. As Philip sat by the nobleman's side and preached
unto him Jesus, he pointed out to him that the whole of Isaiah liii.
sets forth the truth concerning the Lord Jesus, that He, the Son of
God has taken upon Him man's nature and has obeyed for man and has
suffered in man's room and stead the righteous judgment due to man's
breach of God's holy law, so that God can" be just and yet be the
Justifier of him who believeth in Jesus" (Rom. iii. 26). As Philip
thus" opened to him the Scriptures" (see Luke xxiv. 32), and in effect
said, "Behold the Lamb of God, Who taketh away the Sin of the
World" (John i. 29), the nobleman was enabled to look unto Him
and he was saved (see Isa. xlv. 22). Then when he made a real heartfelt confession of faith he was baptized by Philip, and like the believers
in Samaria (verse 8), "he went on his way rejoicing" (verse 37-39).
In the words of the Lord Jesus, this man who was converted and
who did receive the gospel as a little child, is great in the kingdom of
heaven (see Matt. xviii. 3-4).
P. I. B.

"WITH ME IN PARADISE."
(From Found by the Good Shepherd, by Adolph Saphir, D.D.,
Pp. 173-175.)
LET us turn now, in the last place, to the promise and prospect held
out in the words, "To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise."
It embraces three elements-I. Paradise; 2. Paradise with Christ;
3. The immediate entrance into this blessed state. By paradise is
doubtless meant a state of peace and of blessedness. The garden of
Eden was a type of a blissful and pure life, free from pain and sorrow,
danger and toil, sin and temptation. However vague and dim Israel's
knowledge may have been, there can be no doubt, both from Scripture
and Tradition, that paradise conveyed to them the idea of a blessed
existence in the unseen world.
But the promise was heightened and brightened when the Saviour
added, " Thou shalt be with Me in paradise"; for doubtless this child
of God had already begun to feel, "Whom have I in heaven but
Thee?" A stat.e of repose, tranquillity, and safety, without the
enjoyment of Christ, would certainly, to a believer, appear greatly
inferior to a state of struggle, labour, danger, in conscious communion
with the Lord. God's favour is better than life. Jesus therefore shows
the true blessedness of paradise, by adding the precious words, " with
Me." This is enough. Even while we are on the troubled, stormy
sea, Jesus says, " It is I; be not afraid"; even in the fiery furnace,
while He is with us we are safe; how much more may we rest satisfied,
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and look forward with calm, humble trust and expectation to that
paradise where Jesus, according to the promise, is with all who rely
on Him as their only Saviour?
And this entrance into communion with Christ in paradise is to be
immediate.
The angels, Jesus Himself told us, carried the soul of Lazarus into
Abraham's bosom-at once he was brought to rest and consolation.
It is clear from Scripture that our full salvation, our complete redemption, is connected with the coming of our blessed Saviour, Who shall
change our vile bodies and fashion them like unto His glorious body,
Who shall be manifest as our life when we also shall appear with Him
in glory. True, it is to this great promise, to thi~ great day, that
Christ's people are directed; but let us hold fast the consolation given
to us in Scripture concerning the immediate period after our death,
if it should please the Lord.to allow us to die before Christ's coming.
It is not a state of passive rest and unconsciousness.
Paul would not have said of unconscious sleep, however peaceful
and tranquil, that it is far better than living in the enjoyment of prayer
and praise, of Christ's word and favour, and in the active service of
God, and in promoting His glory. He might have rested satisfied
with such a prospect of mere rest if it had been declared to him by
the revelation of God, but he never surely would have called it " far
better." He had a desire to depart and be with Christ. "We are
confident," he said, in another passage, "and willing rather to be
absent from the body and be present with Him " (2 Cor. v. 8); in both
places showing clearly that after death he expected a nearer and more
blessed fellowship with his beloved Saviour. And this hope is perfectly
compatible with the other hope, so often expressed by the inspired
apostle, "waiting for God's Son from heaven."
FRAGRANT TESTIMONY.
WE began our ministry in Bolton, Lancashire, in the year 1885. On
Sunday, May 12th, in this ye..ar (1935) our son, Rev. A. T. Houghton,
preached in that town. Referring to the services at which he preached
he wrote: "After the evening service an oldish woman named Miss
Gregory came to see me. She said she knew Father and Mother before they were married, and attended Mother's Bible Class.' She said
she was impressed at once with the thought that Father and Mother
possessed something she had not got, and she wanted to speak to Mother,
but held back. She mentioned that you started a Saturday evening
prayer meeting at Emmanuel, Father. Then she told me how she was
converted through Mother, and she remembers particularly an
address she gave on Philippians i. 6. 'Oh, she was lovely,' she said,
, and I shall meet her in heaven.' It was a great joy to me to meet
her, and I told her I should be writing to tell you, and she asked to
be remembered to you." Such testimony after so many years is
indeed fragrant to a husband.
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ll'oung folha' page.
LET THE SEA ROAR.

IMAGINE a warm sunny day in August, and a family party in lodgings
at the seaside, planning how to spend the afternoon. It had ·been a
lovely holiday already, with day after day of glorious sunshine; and
an extra pleasure had been the hiring of a tent on the sands so that
bathing was easy and convenient. It was a merry party at the midday
meal, and Mrs. Crawford protested laughingly at the way everybody
talked at once; but at last it was arranged that whilst the young
people went to the beach, Mr. and Mrs. Crawford should have a quiet
time in the gardens. Books and work, spades and buckets, bathing
suits and towels, were all collected, and the sands party set off, over
the sunny road, down through the cool and shady chine, and out on to
the yellow sands.
It was arranged that John and Adrian, schoolboys of seventeen and
fifteen, should be the first to use the tent, and the two elder sisters
settled down to read and sew, whilst Ruth and Harry and Grace
played in the sand. Barefoot, they sat idly digging their feet into the
warm sands, letting it trickle through their toes, and kicking it over
each other's feet. The tide was very low, and John and Adrian
paddled out a long distance before they reached water deep enough
to bathe in. Ruth and Harry began to think it was time they came
back to give them a turn, and they wandered out across the sands.
The boys seemed to be shouting to each other, and for a moment the
children listened carelessly, wondering why they made such a noise
over it. They seemed to be a great way off, far beyond speaking
distance. Rut~, who was nearly thirteen, was suddenly gripped with
fear; she turned hurriedly to eleven-year-old Harry. "They can't
be shouting for help, can they? " she said. Harry gazed out to sea,
and now an unmistakeable shout--" Help! Help! "-rang over the
water. The children rushed bac~ to their sisters, who had sprung up
on hearing that cry. The next few minutes were so confused that it
is difficult to tell what really happened. Little Harry dashed straight
out into the water, but was up to his waist in no time; KatWeen
also rushed into the sea, and got some distance further, but nowhere
near the sinking boys; whilst Margaret raced off to the pier, hoping
for skilled help. Ruth just lost her head, and screamed at the top of
her voice, though curiously enough she was quite unaware of it. The
beach, which had been almost empty, was suddenly alive with people;
but it seemed ages to the terrified children before one man entered the
water, and swam rapidly to the boys. He brought back Adrian, and
willing hands received the unconscious boy, and set about restoring
him. Meanwhile John's head had disappeared, and a second rescuer
swimming out had to dive for him.
Both boys quickly showed signs of returning life, and were wrapped
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up with the blankets and hot bottles that Margaret's pier-man had
produced. The whole thing must have been over in ten minutes or
so, though it seemed so long to those involved, and now whilst Margaret
sent Harry to find Mr. and Mrs. Crawford, Ruth and Grace were seized
upon by kind people, who plied them with cups of hot tea. Both
little girls escaped as soon as politeness allowed, and hung round the
tent where their brothers were reviving.
Poor Harry, dripping wet from his rush into the sea, greatly dreaded
his task of breaking the news to his parents, for Mr. Crawford had
lately been ill, and Mrs. Crawford was very sensitive. As he ran up
the cliff, he called upon God to help him, and his prayer was answered,
for almost at once he met his father alone. He faltered out the news,
but Mr. Crawford seemed as much concerned at the boy's wet clothes
as at anything else, and received the story quite calmly, merely telling
Harry to run in and change. He himself went on to the crowd on the
shore, but by now doctors had been summoned, and both boys were
well on the way to recovery.
It was a matter of great thankfulness to all the children that their
mother knew nothing of the happenings of the afternoon till both boys
were safe in bed. With what deep gratitude to God did the family
assemble together again. John and Adrian from their beds told Mrs.
Crawford how they had cried to God to save them, and all the others
had been doing the same. Mrs. Crawford related how just while the
accident was happeuing, she was sitting quietly in the chine; she drew
out from her bag a little text-book, and looked at the text for the day
-" Why are ye fearful, 0 ye of little faith ~" She did not think she
had any reason to be fearful, but she dwelt on those words, and her
faith was strengthened ready for the trial. The rescued boys explained
what had happened to them: the tide was so low that they had gone
out much farther than usual, and had evidently reached a sandbank.
There they stayed happily enough, until they thought it was time to
come in. Returning, they were instantly engulfed in the deep waters
of the incoming tide. It had never occurred to them that they were
in danger until they sank in the relentless waves.
Why have I told you this story ~ I was one of the children on the
beach, and none of the family could ever forget the experience-the
agony of suspense in the time of danger, and the intense thankfulness
and relief at the rescue. If you had ever been concerned in a matter
of life and death, you would understand the feeling. If! But you
are; we all are; only it is a question of danger not to our mortal
bodies, but to our immortal souls. Have you ever been anxious about
the safety of your soul ~ Are you just playing about on the sandbank,
regardless of the danger of eternal death ~ If only your eyes were
opened to see your need, then how you would cry out for help! . For
there is a Rescuer and Deliverer, even the Lord Jesus. He passed
through the dark waters of death for the sake of His loved ones, and
He never fails to hear the cry of the needy sinner, and to save him.
Can you say, like David, " He sent from above, He took me, He drew
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me out of many waters ~" "He brought me up also out of an horrible
pit . . . and set my feet upon a Rock, and established my goings.
And He hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our God."
DAMARIS.

qrotttsponlJrnre.
A WORD FROM AUSTRALIA.
DEAR MR. HOUGHToN,-Thank you very much for your letter of
Feb. 11th-and for having the sample copies of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
forwarded on to me. I am more than pleased with the standard and
doctrines set forth, and have forwarded a subscription direct to Mr. B. S.
Taylor; his name being on the slip you enclosed as the publisher.
I trust in the near future to be able to interest a few friends in the
magazine and get them also to subscribe. I only regret that I did
not know about it years ago; but doubtless it will be a greater blessing
now that it has come upon me in the course of God's Providence.
It is very wonderful to think of the famous men who have edited
the Magazine in years gone by, and to hold it in one's hands and read
the same doctrines as they lived and died in, seems to give a very real
link with these saintly witnesses for the Truth.
Yours most sincerely in The Covenant.
May 6th, 1935.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-A Missionary to sailors writes: "Many thanks for
the parcel of good literature. Some of the books have been put in
our reading room and some distributed on board ship. These books
do great good work in drawing men closer to Christ." A lady worker
amongst the troops writes: "Your kind gift of booklets arrived at
the Home to-day. Thank you so-very much for your thought of us.
I am so sorry to hear you are still such an invalid, but I am sure you
realize Romans viii. 28, and in addition your life must be a fruitful
one. Again many grateful thanks." A lady worker amongst seamen's
children writes: "I am sorry not to have written sooner to thank
you for the nice parcel of books you have again so kindly sent us.
I have given nearly forty of the children's books you so kindly sent,
at our last young people's meeting on Wednesday. They seemed
very pleased and took them home. The children's work is the only
encouraging feature here just now. We have them twice weekly,
and try to ground them in the Scriptures. I am sorry you do not
get stronger. We often groan in this tabernacle. How glorious we
can rejoice in hope of the glory of God. With renewed thanks and
trusting the Lord will strengthen you for this glorious work." A
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Missionary to seamen writes: "Ever so many thanks for the parcel
of literature; it is most acceptable and especially the booklet on
'Does death end all ~' These are very fine and very definite. I
have ordered a few for distribution. One gets much to encourage,
and of course much outwardly otherwise. Many of our seamen to-day
are sceptical and use the arguments of the more learned
So sometimes one has to contend." I trust these letters which have reached
me recently will help to stir up fresh interest in my labours in the
Gospel.
Yours to serve by His grace,
21, Firfield Street,
R. E. BRIDER.
Totterdown, Bristol, 4,
July, 1935.
=======

m.

in flRemoriam.
MISS L. WICKHAM. /
ON Monday morning, May 20th, our dearest sister, Lois Wickham,
was suddenly taken to be with her Saviour Whom she loved and served
so faithfully on earth. For her it was sudden death, sudden glory, but
for us who are left to mourn her loss the blank is so great that it seems
impossible to realize it. But we sorrow not as those without hope, for
she is now" with Christ, which is far better," and she has joined her
loved ones gone before. She always enjoyed reading the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, looked out for it each month, and found the pieces so
helpful. The funeral service at Old Woking, taken by the Vicar,
Canon G. Askwith, who gave a short address, was full of praise for her
Christian life and death; and as the hymns, " Abide with me," and
" On the Resurrection morning," were sung, one realized that death
and the grave had no sting, or victory, and that she was laid to rest in
" sure and certain hope" until the Resurrection morning.
[Our tender sympathy goes .out to the family at Old Woking in their
great sorrow.-Editor.]
THE" GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund :,
£ s. d.
" A Pilgrim" (per Miss L. Ormiston) 0 10 0
Alexander, Miss J.
0 10 0
Downard, Miss C.
0 2 0
Ellis, Mrs. S.
0 10 0
" Somerset"
0 3 0
Wickham, Miss E.
0 2 0
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lI3eaCOR.

AURICULAR CONFESSION AND HOLY WATER IN THE
CHURCH OF ENGLAND.
ON a recent occasion the opportunity was afforded us of visiting St.
Alban's Church, Holborn, London. We had often read of the Church,
and we knew it was whole-heartedly identified with the Romish movement in the Church of England, but we had never before seen the
Church. Outside the Church was a wayside crucifix, and near it were
two list3 of names of persons who had died in the War, on whose behalf
prayer was asked.
Inside the Church there was a notice in reference to the hearing of
Confessions. The names of six clergy besides the Vicar, seven in all,
were given as men who heard Confessions at various hours and on
different days in the week. We reckoned up that there were twentyfour different times in the week when confessions could be heard.
While we were looking about, a so-called priest, dressed in a cassock
and a cotta, walked down the Church. Later he seated himself in an
arm-chair behind a low wooden screen which was perforated with holes.
Presently a young man knelt on a hassock on the opposite side of the
screen, and a mumbling noise was heard. Presumably the young man
was confessing his sins to a so-called priest with a view to receiving
priestly absolution.
While standing near the door a nun-like female entered the Church
and dipped her finger in what we presume was a holy water stoup, and
then crossed herself in popish fashion, and went forward into the Church.
We went and examined this stoup and found it contained a quantity
of water much the same as any other water.
The notice board of the Church announced low mass, sung mass and
high mass. Several women entered the Church at different times,
and walked towards a pew, and, before entering it they knelt on one
knee looking apparently in the direction of the so-called high altar,
upon which there seemed to be placed about twenty-four candles.
We noticed also all round the Church pictures called the stations
of the cross.
We did not critically examine the Church, but we saw enough to
grieve our hearts. It is pitiable indeed to see how the Oxford or
Romish Movement-so recently eulogized by a large number of
bishops-has developed in the Church of our martyred Reformers,
and it is indeed lamentable that this state of things should be encouraged by the leading men in a Church whose worship and principles
are described as "the Protestant Reformed Religion established by
law." The evils and the unscriptural character of the Confessional were
seen by the Reformers, and it was cast out of the Church of England,
but now in hundreds of Churches this evil is again established.
The late Mr. W. Walsh, in his "Secret History of the Oxford
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Movement," points out how the use of Holy Water was then spreading
amongst the Ritualists.
He shows that in the Priests' Prayer Book provision is made for
blessing Holy Water. The prayer used for this purpose contains the
following words, " 0 God . . . give ear to our prayers and pour upon
this water the might of Thy blessing . . . so by Thy Divine Grace it
may here avail for the casting out of devils, and the driving away of
diseases,. that whatsoever in the houses or places of the faithful is
sprinkled therewith, may be freed from all uncleanness, and delivered
from hurt." It is indeed appalling to think that educated men could
believe that so-called" Holy Water" could avail to cast out devils
and to drive away disease.
How awfully corrupt indeed has the Church of England become
when Romish doctrines and superstitions are held and encouraged
by so many of her ministers. How terrible that such men should be
admitted into the ministry of the Church of Cranmer, Ridley, and
Latimer. Truly the leaven of evil has corrupted the Church of England,
though sad to say, corruption in doctrine and practice have also
leavened nonconforming Churches.
This evil is not removed by merely denuding Churches of popish
ornaments. What is needed is the ordaining only to the ministry of
men who are definitely true to Evangelical and Protestant principles,
and the removal of men whose teaching and practices are contrary to
the pure Word of God.

PRAYERS FOR THE DEAD IN JAPAN.
THE General Synod of the Nippon Seikokwai (the Anglican Communion
in Japan) took place in May last.
The correspondent of an Anglo-catholic paper, dated June 7th, says,
"Considerable additions and alterations to the Prayer Book were
agreed to by Synod. . . . Prayers for the dead have been inserted in the
Prayer Book for the first time, including a Prayer for Requiems, various
memorial prayers and services, additions to the Burial Service, and an
alternative ending to the Prayer for the Church in the Liturgy. And,
for the relief of conscience, all these prayers for the dead were made permissive and not compulsory. As this subject had been passed provisionally
by the previous General Synod, these prayers now become an effective
part of the Prayer Book." (Italics ours.)
This is only one illustration of how Popish practices have spread to
the mission field. Error at home leads to error abroad.
There is now only one constituent Church of England Church in
Japan. This dates from 1887. Professed Evangelicals and AngloCatholics, and we suppose Modernists, constitute this one Church. So
long as Evangelicals remain in connection with it, they are obliged to
acquiesce in the permissive use of prayers for the dead, and to use a
Prayer Book which contains such prayers.
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All this shows the danger of united Churches. Here in England,
thank God, the legal Prayer Book gives no countenance to prayers for
the dead, and Anglo-Catholics who use them in Church Services do so
illegally. We would utter a warning note against all co-operation
with Sacerdotalists and Modernists. The path of separation from
false teachers and walking alone is the only safe path.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE Committee warmly thank the friends who have kindly sent articles
for the Sales of Work.
The Sale of Work at Bournemouth was very encouraging. The
Rev. Thomas Houghton kindly opened the Sale and gave an interesting
address on the book of Romans, which he described as the Book of
Comfort.
Although on Wednesday, June 19th, the morning opened dull, the
weather improved, so that it was possible for the kindness of Mr. and
Miss Peak to be accepted for the meeting to be held in their garden at
" Appledore," Lumley Road, Horley. The Rev. J. Raven presided
and read a Report of the Ladies' Working Party, and addresses were
given by the Rev. H. Dawson, of Bethersden, and the Secretary.
A happy company gathered in the garden of the Home in Cambridge
Gardens, Tunbridge Wells, on July 2nd, when the Pilgrims living in
the town were entertained to tea, after which the Secretary gave an
address on " The Household of God."
The Anniversary and Sale of Work at our Hornsey Rise Home took
place on July 5th. Tile Sale was kindly opened in the afternoon by
Mrs. Harvey Carr, and in the evening the Rev. George Rose, of Croydon,
preached a sermon which was much appreciated, from Psalm xcii. 12.
There will, D.V., be a service on behalf of the Society at the Baptist
Chapel, Meadvale, Redhill, in the evening of August 15th, and a Garden
Meeting at "Trafalgar," Frinton-on-Sea, on the 28th.

ltellifws anb jtotiCfS of lSooks.
WE have received the QUARTERLY RECORD OF THE TRINITARIAN
BmLE SOCIETY. It contains a full report of the one hundred and
fourth Annual Meetings.
The Editorial notes draw attention to the presence, as speakers,
of Modernists and Liberal Evangelicals at Convention Meetings-a
very serious matter. Here are the Editorial remarks and quotations :III a recent letter to The Life of Faith on the subject of " Modernists
at Conventions," a correspondent asks, " Can God bless and give His
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approval where His Word is set 'aside ? " and this letter was followed
by one from another writer who says, " The sad fact that both Liberal
Evangelicals and Modernists do speak from Convention platforms
cannot be denied.
"It is true that on such occasions they probably do (generally
speaking) avoid saying anything that would give even the slightest
indication of what their real attitude is regarding the infallibility of
God's most Holy Word; but if the unbelief is there, though unseen
by man, it is known to Him Whose eyes are as ' a flame of fire' and
Who searches the heart.
" Can the Holy Ghost, Who is the Author of the Book, use the
ministry of those who are discrediting the truth of some of those very
sacred Scripture? Surely not."
The Quarterly Record can be obtained from the Trinitarian Bible
Society Office, 7, Bury Street, Bloomsbury, W.C.l. Price 2d.
ROMAN CATHOLIC" MARTYRS" IN ENGLAND. By W. Prescott Upton.
Pp. 16. Price 2d.; postage id. (Protestant Truth Society,
" Cranley House," 31, Cannon Street, London, E.C.4.)
This is a most valuable and clearly-written pamphlet showing that
Romanists "have nev"er yet in 400 years given one solitary pro\ed
case that a Romanist was put to death by English Protestants simply
for holding Roman Catholic doctrine." Mr. Upton ably proves his
points by valuable historical quotations.

THE USE OF INCENSE.
THE charwoman of one of our London readers recently said, " Mum,
I'm afraid the Rector, where my boy goes, is getting very high, for they
tells me he has taken to burning INNOCENCE" (incense). This is one
of many lamentable instances of the progress of Ritualism in the
Church of our martyred Reformers. The children are being brought
up to a worship which is sensuous and fleshly, and to hear teaching
which is unsound and unscriptural.
The comparative innocence of young children is being burnt up by
those who are unfaithful to their ordination vows.
Mr. Walsh, in his Secret History of the Oxford Movement, prints a form
for driving the devil out of incense, " that all who taste, or touch, or
smell, the same may receive the strength and aid of the Holy Ghost."
He also mentions that a collect is offered up " in which God is asked
to send down His blessing' upon this incense', that' by the smoke
thereof every illusion whereby the enemy doth assault soul or body
may be put to flight.' "
It is saddening in the extreme that educated men should offer such
prayers to the God of heaven.

