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MAKING THE STORM: A CALM:.
" He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still."PSALM cvii. 29.

THIS beautiful Psalm is supposed to belong to the time when
GOD'S ancient people were delivered from the Babylonian captivity.
In the previous Psalm (verse 47) the psalmist had prayed, "Save
us, 0 LORD our GOD, and gather us from among the heathen (i.e.,
the nations), to give thanks unto Thy holy name, and to triumph
in Thy praise." Now this prayer is answered, and the psalmist
says, "0 give thanks unto the LORD, for He is good: for His
mercy endureth for ever. Let the redeemed of the LORD say so,
whom He hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy; and
gathered them out of the lands, from the east, and from the west,
from the north, and from the south" (Ps. cvii. 1-3). They had
prayed to be gathered from among the nations. Now the LORD
has gathered them out of the lands, and they are exhorted to give
thanks unto His name. The gathered ones are" the redeemed of
the LORD," literally the chosen nation, spiritually the elect of all
nations, redeemed from the curse of the law by the precious blood
of the LAMB without blemish and without spot. "Let the
redeemed of the LORD say so." Let them give thanks unto Him
Who hath redeemed them with His blood, and gathered them into
His fold. Israel brought back from Babylon, and all the Israel of
GOD, delivered from the bondage of sin and Satan, and from all
the penalties which their sins deserve, alike have reason to give
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thanks unto the LORD. The spiritual Israel can say, He hath
" delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us
into the kingdom of His dear SON." To Him, then, let us give
thanks. To Him let us give glory.
While the Psalm may therefore partly refer to Israel, delivered
from Babylonish captivity, it seems to widen out in its application
and to refer to the many varied experiences of the people of GOD.
They are pictured as wandering travellers, hungry, thirsty, and
faint, but they cry unto the LORD in their trouble and He delivers
them. They are like prisoners, "bound in affliction and iron."
They cry, however, unto the LORD, and He" breaks their bands in
sunder." They are like sick men whose soul abhors all manner of
meat, and who "draw near to the gates of death," but they cry
unto the LORD, and He heals and delivers them.
They are like seamen in a terrible storm. They, too, "cry unto
the LORD in their trouble, and He bringeth them out of their
distresses. "He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves
thereof are still" (verses 28, 29).
In reference to all these delivering mercies the psalmist says,
" 0 that men would praise the LORD for His goodness, and for
His wonderful works to the children of men!" Evidently, even
the LORD'S people are slow to give unto Him the honour due unto
His name. They are not as thankful as they ought to be. Giving
thanks to GOD, the Author of all their mercies, is not as constant,
as full, and as hearty as it ought to be. Hence their sluggish
hearts need to be stimulated and urged to engage in this holy
exercise. Shame on us that it should be so. We shall never make
a mistake if we give thanks a..lways to our Covenant GOD.
"0 let the saints with joy record
The truth and goodness of the LORD!
How great His works! how kind His ways!
Let every tongue pronounce His praise."
(Watts)
We come now to the experience of godly seamen when overtaken
by a terrible storm at sea, and we see that in answer to their cry
the LORD" maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof
are still."
There are many kinds of storms from which the LORD graciously
delivers His praying people.
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1. First, He often delivers them from literal storms.
Some of the LORD'S people have to" go down to the sea in ships"
and "do business in great waters." Some have to go in ships in
order to serve Him in other countries. In both cases they" see the
works of the LORD, and His wonders in the deep." They see that
He is a GOD Who displays His power in the wind and the waves.
" He commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind, which lifteth up
the waves thereof." The sovereignty of GOD is seen in the wind
and the waves. Storms and earthquakes take place at His bidding.
He "hath His way in the whirlwind and in the storm. . . . The
mountains quake at Him, and the hills melt, and the earth is burned
at His presence, yea, the world, and all that dwell therein. Who
can stand before His indignation 1 And who can abide in the
fierceness of His anger 1 His fury is poured out like fire, and the
rocks are thrown down by Him" (Nahum i. 3, 5, 6).
We do well to remember the sovereignty, the power, and the
majesty of GOD, and we do well to remember that no one can
stand before His indignation, nor abide in the fierceness of His
anger, unless he is cleansed by CHRIST'S atoning blood, and clothed
in His righteousness. When we hear the wind howling and the
waves tossing, let us remember that they howl and toss at His
command, and let us humbly adore Him when we see the evidences
of His almighty power.
But He not only raises the stormy wind, but "He maketh the
storm a calm." Naturally His people when travelling by sea in
a storm cry unto Him in their trouble, and in faithfulness to His
gracious promises, "He bringeth them out of their distresses."
J onah's case illustrates the truth of this Psalm. Instead of going
to Nineveh at the command of GOD, Jonah went down to Joppa
and entered a ship which was going to Tarshish. "But the LORD
sent out a great wind into the sea, and there was a mighty tempest
in the sea, so that the ship was like to be broken." How vain for
Jonah to fight against GOD. The mariners were distressed, and
cried unto their gods, and eventually asked J onah, "What shall
we do unto thee, that the sea may be calm unto us 1" Jonah's
sin was the cause of the storm. Hence he was obliged to say,
" Take me up, and cast me forth into the sea; so shall the sea be
calm unto you." "So they took up J onah, and cast him forth
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into the sea: and the sea ceased from her raging." It became
calm. Though Jonah was cast into the sea, however, the LORD
did not cast him off, but He " prepared a great fish to swallow up
Jonah," and thus in that strange way He preserved Jonah from
a watery grave. The storm and the calm were alike the work of
Jehovah.
We read of another storm in New Testament times. "There
arose a great tempest in the sea, insomuch that the ship was covered
with the waves: but He was asleep." His disciples cried unto
Him in their trouble, and "He arose, and rebuked the winds and
the sea; and there was a great calm." No wonder that the disciples
said, "What manner of man is this, that even the winds and the
sea obey Him !" That MAN was "the SON of the living GOD."
It is an immense comfort to know that our GOD is One Who maketh
the literal storm a calm. (See Matt. viii. 23-27.) "Thou rulest
the raging of the sea: when the waves thereof arise, Thou stillest
them" (Ps. lxxxix. 9).
2. Secondly, He delivers from spiritual storms.
a. He delivers from the storm which arises in the mind of the
awakened sinner. Most people are quite calm and peaceful in
regard to their sins. Sin does not disturb them. They have no
consciousness of the awful depravity and corruption of their
nature, and of the terrible peril they are in. We recently read
of a young woman who was being rescued from a vessel that had
been in danger of being wrecked. When climbing on board another
vessel her only concern seemed to be whether there would be a
dance that night on board. How appalling to see the crowds of
worldly people who are utterly indifferent to their souls' eternal
safety. They are absolutely "dead in trespasses and sins."
'When, however, a sinner is really and Divinely awakened to a sense
of his sin, and his danger of being cast into hell, then his mind,
his heart, and his soul are disturbed. A terrible storm rages in
his breast. Distress and anguish take posses8ion of his sou!.
"Sirs," he says, "what must I do to be saved?" Here again
the LORD is able to make the storm a calm. He alone can bring
comfort, calm and peace to such a troubled sou!. He reveals to
the penitent sinner the great truth that CHRIST bore his sins in
His own body on the tree, that He redeemed him from the merited
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curse of the law, being made a curse for him. Trusting in CHRIST'S
blood and righteousness the tempest-tossed sinner is assured that
his sins, which are many, are forgiven him. He is delivered from
condemnation, and being justified by faith he has peace with GOD
through the LORD JESUS CHRIST. The storm is made a calm.
The sinner is enabled to rejoice, assured that GOD is merciful to
his unrighteousness and that his sins and his iniquities GOD will
remember no more. How terribly disturbed and storm-tossed was
the mind of the Gadarene demoniac when possessed with a legion
of devils, but how changed and how calm and peaceful he was
when he was graciously delivered from the power of darkness.
He was found sitting at the feet of JESUS, "clothed, and in his
right mind" (see Mark v. 1-15).
b. Temptation is another form of spiritual storm. All believers
are exposed to the temptations of the world, the flesh, and the
devil. These temptations cause agitation and disturbance to the
mind. They produce conditions of a stormy character. The
mind is agitated as to how to answer invitations from the world.
A Christian may be invited to a dance or to some other worldly
pleasure. He may be invited to take. part in some worldly and
fleshly service, or some worldly entertainment in connection with
a Church or chapel. He is consequently disturbed in mind. He
wants to be courteous, and yet he must be faithful to his LORD and
MASTER. The LORD alone can enable him courteously and firmly
to decline to join in things displeasing to Him, and when He does
so "He maketh the storm a calm." How much also may the
mind be agitated by the flesh, the corrupt nature within us. At
times the flesh may be largely quiescent. Then it may be roused
into an awfully agitated condit~on. The believer may be tempted
by his evil nature to think, say, or do the vilest things. It needs
to be remembered that the old nature in the believer is capable
of committing the most awful sins, if the LORD were to withdraw His
keeping power.
Sometimes the mind of the believer may be terribly agitated
for hours, days, or weeks by the awful corruptions of indwelling
sin. These corruptions may be stirred up by the conduct of a
fellow Christian, and though the disturbed believer prays and
reasons much, the disturbance goes on, and he gets into a desperate
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condition. At last he may be impelled to say, "LORD, this is too
much for me. It is all a mystery and insoluble to my poor mind.
Graciously draw near to me. Calm my troubled mind and comfort
my poor heart. I am myself a poor sinner at best. Have mercy
upon me. Cleanse me afresh in the fountain ot CHRIST'S blood,
and hide me under the shadow of Thy wings that my mind
may enjoy perfect peace."
Again. What awful temptations come from the devil. He
tempted our LORD to commit suicide, by casting Himself down.
He tempted Him to commit the great sin of idolatry when he said.
" All these things will I give Thee, if Thou wilt fall down and
worship me."

He is no less our enemy. "As a roaring lion," he "walketh
about seeking whom He may devour," and as "an angel light"
his subtlety and power over GOD'S people are specially dangerous.
Amid the storms and disturbances arising from manifold temptations
our only refuge is in GOD. "He maketh the storm a calm."
.c. Fears are another form of spiritual storm. How the mind may
be agitated by all manner of fears. The psalmist knew something
about this when he wrote, "Fearfulness and trembling are come
upon me, and horror hath overwhelmed me. And I said, Oh that
I had wings like a dove! for then would I flyaway, and be at rest"
(Ps. Iv. 5, 6). In the previous verse he said, "My heart is sore
pained within me: and the terrors of death are fallen upon me."
We may not tell all our fears to those around us, but they are
very real, and they greatly disturb the mind. With the apostle
we are constrained to say, " Without were fightings, within were
fears" (2 Cor. vii. 5). The ap?stle was" troubled on every side."
His flesh "had no rest." His mind was in a stormy condition.
Then it was that GOD made the storm a calm. "GOD, that comforteth those that are cast down, comforted us by the coming of
Titus." David's experience was similar. He says, "I sought the
LORD, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my fears" (Ps.
xxxiv. 4).
3. Thirdly, the LORD delivers H1:S people from the storms of trouble.
" Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and full of trouble"
(Job xiv. 1). Troubles come to all men, more or less, and to the
LORD'S people as well as to the ungodly. The comforts and
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mercies of the righteous are many in number, but their trials are
also manifold.
" Many," says the psalmist, " are the afflictions of the righteous."
They have troubles in business, troubles at home, troubles in the
Church, troubles spiritual and troubles physical. Some of the
LORD'S people suffer much from loneliness. Their dear ones have
died off, and they have to walk in a lonely path. Many around
them are ignorant of their trials, but the LORD knoweth their case.
He hears their groanings in their solitary walks, and in the loneliness
of their bedrooms. Troubles are of a disturbing nature. Sometimes they are comparable to a raging storm. Spurgeon says,
" All believers have not the same deep experience; but for wise
ends, that they may do business for Him, the LORD sends some
of His saints to the sea of soul-trouble, and there they see, as
others do not, the wonders of Divine grace. Sailing over the
deeps of inward depravity, the waste waters of poverty, the billows
of persecution, and the rough waves of temptation, they need
GOD above all others, and they find Him."
David knew what it was to be in the storms of trouble. It was
he who said, "This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him,
and saved him out of all his troubles" (Ps. xxxiv. 6). We all
feel what poor creatures we are, and we feel keenly the varied
troubles through which we are called to pass. What a mercy,
however, that when we cry unto the LORD in our troubles He
hears our cries, and brings us out of our distresses. Thus in
regard to our troubles, "He maketh the storm a calm." Mercifully there are times of calm, quiet and peace in the experience
of the LORD'S tried people.
" When trouble, like a gloomy cloud,
Has gathered thick and thundered loud,
He near my soul has always stoodHis loving-kindness, oh! how good! "
Troubles vary. Sometimes they are sent as chastisements,
because of our sins. "Fools, because of their transgression, and
because of their iniquities, are afflicted." Yet, He sends His
word and heals them. Thus He never casts off His people.
Sometimes our troubles may be sent, as in the case of Job, to
test our faith. In all our troubles, however, GOD is our refuge
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and strength. He is our present help, and III answer to our
cries He grants His delivering mercy. Let us beware of bringing
trouble upon ourselves through rebelling against the words of
GOD, or contemning the counsel of the most high. But whatever
form the storms which come into our experience may take, let us
look up to Him Who alone has power to make the storm a calm.
Then let us indeed praise the LORD for His goodness, and for His
wonderful works to the children of men. Let us exalt Him in the
congregation, and praise Him in the assemblies of His people.

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas H oughton).

A "WHOSOEVER WILL GOSPEL."
" IN somewhat the same spirit we hear ringing up and down the land
the passionate proclamation of what its adherents love to call a ' whosoever will Gospel.' . . . But do we not shoot beyond the mark when
we seem to hang salvation purely on the human will ~ And should
we not stop to consider that, if so we seem to open salvation to ' whosoever will' on the one hand, on the other we open it only to ' whosoever
will '~ And who, in this world of death and sin, I do not say merely
will, but can, will the good. . . . It is useless to talk of salvation being
for' whosoever will ' in a world of universal' won't.' Here is the real
point of difficulty; how, where, can we obtain the will ~ Let others
rejoice in a ' whosoever will Gospel' for the sinner who knows himself
to be a sinner, and knows what it is to be a sinner, only a ' God will '
Gospel will suffice. If the Gospel is to be committed to the dead wills
of sinful men, and there is nothing above and beyond, who then can
be saved ~ . . . It is only in alrriighty grace that a sinner can hope; for
it is only almighty grace that can raise the dead. What boots it to
send the trumpeter crying amid the serried ranks of the dead: 'The
gates of heaven stand open: whosoever will, may enter in '~ The
real question which presses is, who will make these dry bones live ~
As over against all teaching that would tempt man to trust in himself
for any, even the smallest part, of his salvation, Christianity casts him
utterly on God. It is God, and God alone, Who saves, and that in
every element of the saving process. 'If there be but one stitch,'
says Spurgeon aptly, 'in the celestial garment of our righteousness
which we ourselves are to put in, we are lost.' "-( The Plan of Salvation,
by Professor B. B. Warfield, late Professor in Princeton Theological
Seminary, pp. 56-59.)
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THE DOCTRINE OF THE SPIRIT, AS TAUGHT IN THE
UPPER ROOM.

II. HIS CONVICTING OPERATIONS.
" And when He is come, He W1"ll reprove the world of sin, and of
righteousness, and of judgment."-JoHN xvi. 8.

OUR Lord, in His teaching on the third Person in the Trinity,
spoke of Him as "the Comforter," "the Spirit of truth," and
"the Holy Ghost," or Spirit. We have thought of the teaching
suggested by these three titles. Let us now consider the convicting
operations of the Holy Spirit. The word translated "reprove"
may more correctly be translated" convict." The verse therefore
may be translated thus: "And when He is come, He will convict
the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment." His
convicting operations would have reference to sin, to righteousness,
and to judgment.
In order fully to open up our Lord's teaching in this verse, it
will be necessary to draw attention to the coming of the convicting
Spirit, to the world which He convicts, and to the sin, the righteousness, and the judgment of which He convicts men.
1. First, then, let us think of the coming of the convicting Spirit.
Our Lord frequently speaks of the coming of the Comforter or
the Spirit. The Father was to give and send Him. The Son was
to send Him, and our Lord uses the words, "Wnen the Comforter
is come." and" when He is come." What does He mean by this
coming of the Spirit ~ Evidently-it was to be a coming subsequent
to our Lord's departure. "It is expedient for you that I go away:
for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but
if I depart, I will send Him unto you" (John xvi. 7). Our Lord's
words, then, evidently point to the extraordinary manifestation
of the Spirit's presence and power on the day of pentecost. Then
it was that in a special manner and degree the apostles and others
were endued with the power of the Holy Ghost. The Lord Jesus,
having ascended into heaven, and having received of the Father
the promised gift of the Spirit, He poured forth the Spirit on His
assembled people. (See Acts i. 5, 8; ii. 1-4, 33.)
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By this coming of the Holy Spirit we are not to understand
that His presence and power had not already been experienced
-all through Old Testament times. The late Bishop J. O. Ryle
well says, "When our Lord in this passage speaks of the Holy
Spirit' coming,' we must take care that we do not misunderstand
His meaning. On the one hand, we must remember that the
Holy Ghost was in all believers in the Old Testament days, from
the very beginning. No man was ever saved from the power of
sin, and made a saint, except by the renewing of the Holy Ghost.
Abraham, and Isaac, and Samuel, and David, and the Prophets,
were made what they were by the operation of the Holy Ghost.
On the other hand, we must never forget that after Ohrist's ascension
the Holy Ghost was poured down on men . . . with far greater
energy . . . than He was ever poured out before. It is this
increased energy and influence that our Lord has in view in the
verses before us. He meant that after His own ascension the
Holy Ghost would ' come' down into the world with such a vastly
increased power that it would seem as if He had 'come' for the
first time, and had never been in the world before" (Expository
Thoughts on St. John, pp. 156, 157.)
The Acts of the Apostles shows that the power and presence of
the Spirit were felt in an extraordinary degree during apostolic
times. Our Lord, however, assured the apostles that the Spirit
would abide with the Ohurch for ever. Ohrist Himself would, by
His Spirit, be with His people always, right to the end of the age.
The convicting operations of the Spirit were therefore designed to
continue in order that thereby God might take out a people for
His name, and thus "accomplish the number of His elect."
2. Secondly, think of "the world" which the Spirit convicts.
The word" world" is often used in a limited sense. Our Lord's
unbelieving brethren said to Him, "Show Thyself to the world,"
i.e., show Thyself to a small number of people in Jerusalem. The
Lord said, "The world cannot hate you; but Me it hateth," i.e.,
the little world of men to whom He testified, a comparatively
small number (John vii. 2-7).
Our Lord said to His apostles, "I have chosen you out of the
world" (John xv. 19). They belonged to the world even when
they were members of the Jewish Ohurch, but Ohrist called them
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out. He separated them from the small part of the world in
which they moved. Later He said, " the world hath hated them"
(John xvii. 14), i.e., the world of Jews in Palestine with whom
they came in contact. When therefore, our Lord says that the
Spirit would " convict the world of sin" we are not to understand
every individual person in the world. It seems to mean men
generally, whether Jews or Gentiles. The convicting operations
of the Spirit would be experienced "in Jerusalem, and in all
Judrea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth."
His saving power would be experienced wherever the Gospel was
preached. Our Lord's teaching that the Spirit would convict" of
sin because they believe not on Me," suggests that the convicting
work of the Spirit would be associated with the preaching of Christ
and Him crucified. Many who heard of Christ would at first
abide in unbelief. Subsequently the Spirit would convict of this
sin, and bring them to the enjoyment of the blessings of redemption.
Those who heard Peter on the day of Pentecost were at first unbelievers. They had heard of Christ, but had rejected Him. The
Spirit, however, convicted them of sin. The case of Gentile
idolaters at Corinth and at Thessalonia, who apparently had never
heard of Christ, suggests that the convicting operations of the
Spirit would not be confined to Jews who had heard of Christ and
had rejected Him. (See 1 Cor. xii. 2; 1 Thes. i. 9, 10.) Bible
history, Bible teaching, and the whole history of the Christian
Church show that the saving and convicting operations of the
Spirit would be limited to those given to Christ by the Father,
and chosen in Him from before the foundation of the world.
3. Thirdly, let us think of th.e sin in respect of which the Spirit
would convict men.
Our Lord at first says, "He will convict the world of sin, or in
respect of sin"; then He adds, " Of sin, because they believe not
on Me."
These latter words suggest that the convicting operations of the
Spirit would partly have reference to those who had seen and heard
Christ, but yet had rejected Him. They believed not on Him.
This was true of the Jewish nation as a whole. They despised
and rejected Him. They abode in unbelief. They had, in many
cases, heard His teachings and witnessed His wonderful miracles,

334

The Gospel M agaz£ne

yet they rejected Him. On the day of Pentecost, however, when
the spirit of truth was remarkably poured out, and when Peter,
full of the Spirit, preached about Christ to his Jewish hearers,
many of them cried out, "Men and brethren, what shall we do ? "
They were "pricked in their heart." They were evidently
convicted of sin. They believed that "by wicked hands" they
had crucified and slain the promised Messiah and Redeemer.
Accordingly, being convicted by the Spirit, of the sin of rejecting
Christ (which, be it noted, was an evidence of the awful sinfulness
of their hearts) they" gladly received" Peter's Gospel word, and
were baptized, and on the same day three thousand were added
unto the Church of God. (Acts ii. 23, 37, 41.)
But many who were Divinely called and saved in apostolic times
had never seen and had never heard Christ; nor even heard of
Him, until Paul preached to them. When they were convicted
and converted, it could not be said of them that the Spirit convicted
them of sin, because they believed not on Christ; for as the apostle
says, "How shall they believe in Him on Whom they have not
heard? " (Rom. x. 14).
Many of the Corinthian and Thessalonian saints had been
idolaters, and apparently had only heard of Christ when Paul
preached unto them. Their conversion was doubtless due to the
convicting operations of the Spirit, but He would convict not
merely of the sin of unbelief, but of the innate sinfulness of their
hearts. The Corinthians, for example, had been "carried away
unto these dumb idols." When Paul wrote to them, they were
amongst those who called "upon the name of Jesus Christ our
Lord," but this change was due to the convicting operations of
the Spirit; for" No man ca'n say that Jesus is the Lord, but by
the Holy Ghost." It was the Holy Ghost Who convicted them
of the sin and idolatry, and led them to trust in the Lord Jesus
as their Saviour and Lord. By Him they were washed, sanctified,
and justified, experiences which surely involved conviction of sin.
A justified man is a guilty sinner who is delivered from condemnation on the ground that Christ's righteousness is imputed to him.
(See 1 Cor. i. 2; vi. 11; xii. 2, 3.)
In like manner many of the Thessalonian saints had been
idolaters, but the Gospel came to them not in word only, but also
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in power, and in the Holy Ghost. Thus, they too, were convicted
of sin in general, not merely of the sin of unbelief.
It needs to be remembered also, that all Scripture is inspired by
the Holy Ghost. Its words are the utterances of teachings of the
Spirit. In the third of Romans the apostle quotes the Psalms
and Isaiah to prove that" all have sinned," "that every mouth
may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God."
He calls the Old Testament Scriptures which he quotes" the law,"
and says, " By the law is the knowledge of sin" (Rom. iii. 10-20).
Thus it is evidently and clearly the design of the Spirit, Who inspired
the Scriptures, to convict men of the awful corruption and sinfulness
of their hearts by means of the Scriptures. In other words, the
Spirit designs to convict those whom He calls and saves, not of
unbelief merely, but of all sin. We suggest that unbelief, in the
case of those who have frequently heard the Gospel is an evidence
of the awful sinfulness of their hearts. If men's hearts were not
"deceitful above all things and desperately wicked," they would
at once believingly welcome the Son of God, if it were clear that He
had become incarnate.
We interpret the words, "He will convict of sin," then, to denote
the saving work of the Spirit, by which He convicts sinners of their
sinfulness and eternal danger, and then, in mercy and grace, leads
them as poor, conscious sinners to trust in the blood and righteousness of the Divinely-appointed and only Saviour.
Those convicting operations will include the sin of unbelief in
the case of those who have often heard the Gospel, and continued
to be destitute of that Divinely-given faith by which a sinner
leans on Christ alone for salvation. The absence of faith in Christ
is an indication of the spiritual deadness and depravity of the
sinner. The presence of faith in Him is an indication of the grace
of God towards a sinner in quickening, regenerating, and justifying.
Before we leave this part of our subject, we would point out that
by some it is thought that the convicting operations of the Spirit
may be of a twofold character, first, convictions which issue in
real conversions, and secondly, convictions not attended with
conversions. For ourselves we believe that our Lord in this passage
refers only to the saving operations of the Spirit.
This is the view, we are glad to say, taken by Professor Smeaton
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in his valuable work on the doctrine of the Spirit. He says,
"This passage contains a full and exhaustive description of the
Spirit's work in the application of redemption, as well as of the
mission of the Comforter by the Son from the Father (John xv. 26).
This memorable passage was meant to show the order of salvation,
and how freely salvation is bestowed by the effectual working of
the Spirit."
Again, Professor Smeaton says, "As to the issue of this convincing
process, exegetes are by no means at one. Many who are correct
in expounding the term 'convince' assume unwarrantably a twofold result, and assert that it may sometimes end in the objurate
mind and sometimes in saving faith. Even Calvin arrives at the
conclusion that under the term WORLD may be comprehended an
allusion to hypocrites and reprobates as well as to those who are
truly to be converted. Tholuck, after putting together a variety
of opinions, comes to no firm decision. On the other hand, practical
writers and preachers, weighing the passage in its bearings upon
religious experience, come, for the most part, to the conclusion
that the result of this convincing process ends in true conversion.
I cannot but regard that as the only true and legitimate interpretation.
As so much uncertainty prevails, I have gone into a full consideration of this passage, with all the light reflected from the history
of interpretation, believing that this was by no means unnecessary.
My full persuasion is, that THE CONVINCING PROCESS OF THE
SPIRIT thus described by Christ in the last evening of His intercourse with the disciples, is so put as to bring out the successive
steps, or the order of salvation, through which the Spirit leads
the awakened mind; and that we can only view it as issuing
in a sound conversion. I hold that it means to convince by clear
and cogent arguments. It brings the ruin and the remedy together.
It is a thunderbolt against all the views of Legalists" (The Doctrine
of the Holy Spirit, by Professor Smeaton, pp. 186, 196, 197).
4. Fourthly, let us think of the righteousness in respect of which
the Spirit convicts.
What does our Lord mean when He says that the Spirit" will
convict of ·righteousness, because I go to My Father." It seems to
us that His prayer in the seventeenth chapter of John gives the
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key to His meaning. In that prayer He says, " I have glorified
Thee on the earth: I have finished the work which Thou gavest Me
to do. And now, 0 Father, glorify Thou Me with Thine own self
with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was." He
connects His departure to be with His Father with the accomplishment of the work of redemption. His atoning death was shortly
to take place, and when He died He completed the work of
redemption, He had met all the perceptive and penal claims of
the law. He had given His life a ransom for many. He had
redeemed His people from the curse of the law. He had done His
Father's will. Hence death could no longer hold Him. His
resurrection and ascension must take place. He must return to
the Father.
Now when our Lord died He had fully obeyed His Father's will.
He had obeyed His Father's law preceptively and penally. By this
obedience, as the holy Substitute of His people, He had constituted
them righteous. As by Adam's disobedience they were constituted
sinners, so by Christ's obedience they were constituted righteous.
As Adam's sin caused his descendants to be treated and regarded
as sinners, so Christ's righteousness imputed causes His believing
people to be treated and regarded as righteous. God made Christ
His beloved Son to be sin for them-sin by imputation-that they
might be made the righteousness of God in Him-righteousness by
imputation.
Now when the Holy Spirit convicts a man of sin, the man
realizes that all his righteousnesses are as filthy rags, and that
he cannot be justified or declared righteous by any obedience of
his own. He needs therefore the righteousness of Another. He
needs to stand before God clothed with the imputed righteousness
of Christ, and it is this righteousness, in respect of which we believe
the Holy Spirit convicts the convicted sinner. He assures him
of the justifying righteousness of our Lord Jesus Christ. The
result which follows is that he is numbered amongst those "that
have obtained a like precious faith in the ·righteousness of our
God and Saviour Jesus Christ" (2 Peter i. 1, R.V.).
Some take a different view of the meaning of " righteousness"
inthe passage we are considering. Bishop Ryle thinks it is Christ's
personal righteousness, not His justifying righteousness. The Jews
23
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charged Him with being a malefactor, but after His resurrection
and ascension they would be convinced He was a righteous Man.
Dr. Gill and Dr. David Brown both think that the convicting of
righteousness refers to Christ's personal righteousness, but the
former thinks it may include His justifying righteousness.
We think, however, that the view we have put forth is confirmed
by the apostle's teaching in the third chapter of Romans. In that
chapter he first shows from the Spirit-inspired Scriptures that we
are all sinners and guilty before God, and that we cannot secure
justification by any works of our own. Then he proceeds to tell
of God's mercy in providing a righteousness which is unto all and
upon all them that believe, a righteousness by which believers
are justified freely, a righteousness by which God can be just and
yet the Justifier of him that believeth in Jesus. It is this righteousness of which the convicted sinner feels the need, and therefore
we believe it is of this righteousness our Lord graciously speaks.
This is the view taken by Professor Smeaton and many others.
He says:I
" The second object of which they are convinced is RIGI-ITEOUSNESS, which is immediately after the former brought before the
mind in order to prevent despair. This expression must not be
understood as meaning that He Who was crucified on the charge
of sedition and blasphemy is proved to be innocent and righteous.
That interpretation is supported by ingenious arguments, and
specially by this, that God vindicated His innocence by raising
Him from the dead; but it is by no means suited to the context.
For, when Christ promises the Comforter to convince them of the
sin of unbelief, He must be understood as meaning unbelief as to
His Messiahship and saving work, and not merely as to His being
a righteous Man. The first clause presupposes that He is a Saviour,
and so must the second. To convince the world of righteousness
must mean that the Spirit,gives convincing evidence, not merely
that His cause is good, and that He is innocent, but that in Him
is found the righteousness which the world needs, the imputed
righteousness which was graciously provided for us and becomes
ours by faith. . . . The Holy Ghost is sent to convince the world
of this everlasting or imputed righteousness-that is, to show men
that they who are denuded of any proper righteousness should,
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without delay, avail themselves of that which has magnified the
law and made it honourable" (Smeaton's Doctrine 01 the Holy
Spirit, pp. 192, 194).
5. Lastly, think 01 the judgment in respect to which He convicts
men.
Many rather glibly say "of judgment to come," but the Lord
does not say" of judgment to come," but" of judgment because
the prince of this world is (hath been) judged." The meaning
evidently is, that after our Lord has completed the work of redemption it will be true to say that the prince of this world, the devil,
hath been judged. The devil was the cause of man's sin, and
consequently of the death which is sin's wages. Christ has redeemed
His people from the curse which their sin deserves, and thus He
has judged or condemned the devil, and has rescued His people
from Satan's power. "Through death He destroyed (brought to
nought) him that had the power of death, that is, the devil, and
delivered them who through fear of"'death were all their lifetime
subject to bondage" (Heb. ii. 14, 15). Death as a penal evil is
now abolished. Christ has delivered His people from all the penalty
of sin, and has delivered them from the power of their enemy the
devil. He has thus judged or condemned the prince of this world,
and His people have no need to fear the devil; for Christ has
promised that no one shall pluck them out of His hand. By His
redeeming work Christ has destroyed the works of the devil in
regard to His people (1 John iii. 8).
" The work of the second Adam, satisfying every claim of law
and justice, terminated Satan's right, and reversed his authority
acquired by conquest. . . . S~tan has been judged in the sense
that the great cause has gone against him" (Smeaton).
Thus it is the office of the Spirit to convince the objects of God's
mercy of their sin and danger, to convince them of the gracious
remedy which God has provided for them, and to assure them
that they are, through infinite grace, delivered from the power of
darkness and from the power of Satan, and eternally secure from
all the powers of evil.
What an infinite and unspeakable mercy it is, if the Divine and
almighty Spirit has so operated on the writer and readers of this
article that they are assured that they are washed, sanctified, and
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justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our
God.
What need there is for us to honour God the Holy Ghost for
His work in accomplishing the effectual calling out, and the eternal
salvation of all the elect people of God.
"To God the Spirit's name
Immortal worship give,
Whose new-creating power
Makes the dead sinner live;
His work completes the great design,
And fills the soul with joy Divine."
(Watts.)
THE EDITOR.

"WHO MAKETH THEE TO DIFFER 1 "
WHO maketh those who have passed from death to life, and are now
advancing towards heaven, to differ from those who are still walking
in the broad way 1 Is it God 1 or is it themselves 1 The Calvinists
hold that it is God Who makes this difference; the Arminians-however they may try to conceal this, by general statements about the
grace of God and the assistance of the Spirit-virtually and practically
ascribe the difference to believers themselves."
" It is not very difficult to point out what may fairly enough be
described as the fundamental characteristic principle of Arminianism,that which Arminianism either is or has a strong and constant tendency
to become; and this is,-that it is a scheme for dividing or partitioning
the salvation of sinners between God and sinners themselves, instead
of ascribing it wholly, as the Bible does, to the sovereign grace of God,the perfect and all-sufficient work of Christ,-and the efficacious and
omnipotent operation of the Spirit. . . . Arminianism, in any form,
can be shown to involve the -ascription to men themselves,-more
directly, or more remotely,--of a place and influence in effecting their
own salvation, which the Bible denies to them and ascribes to God."(Ounningham's" Historical Theology," vo1. ii, pp. 377, 378 and 404.)

SINNING will stop praying, or praying will stop sinning.
"THE worker hath cause also to walk humbly with God, and be
little in his own eyes, and to remember withal that his gifts are not
his own, but the Church's, and that by them he is made a servant of
the Church. Gifts indeed are desirable, but yet great grace and small
gifts are better than great gifts and no grace."-John Bunyan.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" The Lord knoweth the days of the upright: and their inheritance shall
be for ever."-PSALM xxxvii. 18.
the first mention of day (" the evening and the morning were the
first day" Gen. i. 5) right onwards through the Holy Scriptures, what
blessed teaching we may get in referring to it, and whilst looking to
the Holy Spirit to illume the page and enlighten the minds of our
understanding and bring the truth to light.
We are not proposing to write in this paper upon that Day which
is connected with Judgment, when God's righteous anger against sin
will be poured out; nor upon those days of national gladness and good
tidings, such as we read of in 2 Kings vii. 9, and Numbers x. 1; nor
of the day of visitation on guilty and doomed cities which forget God.
But we wish to write now of those days in the lives of God's upright
ones, in which He "taketh pleasure"; the providences, vicissitudes,
experiences, cares, trials, blessings and deliverances. These are parts
of His ways which go to make up the lives of His exercised, needy
children, and which teach them of their absolute dependance upon Him,
without Whom they can do nothing that is pleasing in His sight.
They pray with the immortal Watts,FROM

.. Teach me the measure of my days,
Thou Maker of my frame;
I would snrvey life's narrow space,
And learn how frail I am."

It was thus the Psalmist prayed that he might be taught "the
number of his days," and thus apply his heart unto Heavenly wisdom.
And, surely, as truly as "day unto day uttereth speech" in the
celestial bodies in the firmament of heaven to show forth the handiwork
of the great Creator, so likewise do " the days of the upright" speak
of God's faithfulness, care, wisdom, preservation and ordering. We
need ever to bear in mind, beloved, that our God is not the God of
confusion but of order, that" all must come, and last and end," as
is befitting with His Divine Mind; that no chance nor accident overtakes His children, nor overturns His purpose, and that He orders all
things after the counsel of His own will, and bringeth mighty things
to pass out of their life's minutest circumstance, if He choose. It is
blessed therefore to trace in the little things of life, His thoughts toward
us, His ordering of our steps, His controlling of our wayward, impatient
wills, and bringing all into subjection to His Sovereign and perfect
will, and thereby making" all things work together for good" for His
children! What providences we see are made to dovetail in His Omnipotent Hand! What wonderful openings up of circumstances in His
people's steps; what links in the chain of Divine Providence, the
smallest happening bringing mighty things to pass in and for them.
I
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In looking back, how they have been enabled to trace that the Lord
was there, overruling and preventing, deciding and settling some
question which had so perplexed their minds and caused many a feverish
fear and anxious care! Oh, how blessedly have we been enabled to
see in the sanctified" afterward" what wondrous and mighty things
He brought to pass and how safely He had led, and how securely
guided! For, as surely as our God" knoweth the days of the upright,"
as surely does He care for His upright all those days of their earthly
pilgrimage. He controls their circumstances, knows and supplies
their needs; and has the number and length of their days in His Divine
ordering. His faithfulness is arched in Covenant bow of promise from
the first day of our lives to our latest breath; from the day of our birth
to the day of our death. His children live in Him, and because He
lives, they live upon His bountiful care. "I live," says Paul, "yet
not I but Christ liveth in me," and this should alone convince us how
He careth for you and me, fellow-believer, and what thought He has
day by day for us, even" thoughts of peace and not of evil."
Doubtless, it has struck every spiritual reader of the first chapter
of John's Gospel, how it teems with tremendous happenings blended
with dignified order and full of that" grace and truth" which was the
embodiment of the life of Him, Who there, was beheld for the first
time as " the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world."
There is the declaration of the Word Incarnate, the Light of the
world, of John's witness of Him and the call of those first five disciples,
and interspersed with this brief summary of those stupendous eyents,
we find some deeply interesting references bearing upon our present
subject. There was that day appointed from all eternity when John
the Baptist as His Forerunner should set his glad eyes upon his Lord,
and declare of Him-" Behold! the Lamb of God!" Behold! look!
see! and Whom were they to see ~ "The Lamb of God "-God's
Lamb! The promised Redeemer! That expression wrung from the
heart of the glad witness, must have been sweet music in the ear of the
Divine and lonely stranger!
John the Baptist was thus favoured to see and declare his Lord,
although with such a brief delight. But there is yet another joy in
store. And," again the next day after (verse 35) John stood, and two
of his disciples, and looking upon Jesus as He walked, he saith, Behold
the Lamb of God." It had its all attractive power. Behold! and
well content was Jesus' forerunner to have it so. "His disciples left
John and followed Jesus." "HE," said John, "must increase, I
must decrease."
And these two first followers of the Lamb of God on earth ask Him,
" where dwellest Thou ~ " and receive the gracious reply, " Come and
see." We are not told where that was for Him Who owned no earthly
dwelling place and Who said, " The foxes have holes and the birds of
thp, air have nests but the Son of man hath not where to lay His head."
But wherever it was, He made the dwelling-place for His favoured two,
and" They abode with Him that day, for it was about the tenth
hour" (verse 39).
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Then, in the forty-third verse, we read, "The day following,"
how Jesus findeth and calleth Philip to follow Him. Another point
of time and the blessed truth taught that Jesus always times His visits.
You, dear lonely, harassed, perplexed and well-nigh despairing one,
He will visit you. If He has once upon you shined, and given you a
good hope in His free grace and mercy, He will "see you again"
according to His promise. These two men, Nathanael and Philip,
saw their Lord and Saviour for the first time that day, which was
made " the day of salvation" unto their souls and like everyone of
His thus favoured sons and daughters, they would often have to walk
in darkness and perceive Him not, but their longings after Him would
be that no power could destroy their hope until He again visited their
souls with His Salvation. So, if at the present you are " walking in
darkness and have no light," may your mind be stayed upon your
faithful Promiser and wait, until He Who hath shined upon you, Who
did speak and smile, " will see you again," and cause your heart to
rejoice with such a joy that no man can take from you.
Oh! is it not a blessed rest to think that all our" days" are ordained,
each in his season, and that each fulfils its appointed end. All that
befalls the saints on each day of their lives is ordained, ,permitted and
performed! All that befalls His chosen race, resting upon the Divine,
unerring decree of Him Who formed them for Himself, and that they
should show forth His praise. From the day of their birth to the day
of their death, all events concerning them controlled by Heavenly
Wisdom and Love! Their steps ordered and steps controlled-their
crosses and their joys; their afflictions and blessings; their mourning
for sin and rejoicing at sin forgiven; their deep places, and slippery
places; their cramped and crippled bodies, all calling loudly for the
grace of patience; their sorrows all measured in the scales of Him Who
is their sympathizing Saviour; their joys renewed: their strength
perfected in weakness; yea, these and a thousand more experiences
which go to make up the life's little day of His people's pilgrimage,
prove to them assuredly that their" Lord knoweth the days of the
upright and their inheritance shall be for ever." The training in His
School is for eternity and therefqre must be well. Let us not quarrel
with our days therefore, but seek much grace to receive a day as it
comes, and whatever He has seen fit to appoint on that day and glorify
Him Who knows and loves and cares Divinely, infinitely, and with
unchanging love, which will never let us go, and which is pledged to
bring us safely Home at last. What a " day" was that to Zacchreus,
which saw the Lord of Salvation, taking up His abode in his heart and
house! and should it not be an encouragement to us who are seeking
for the salvation of our dear ones. The God of Salvation has His own
time, and moves on in unhurried Majesty; but gives faith meanwhile
to hang upon Omnipotence, and believe that He will keep His Word
and never deny Himself. If He has given the desu-e and raised the
prayer of faith in your heart, beloved, for the salvation of such an one,
the Day of God's Salvation will assuredly come, and include in its
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Divine keeping and control all and every day "of the upright and
their inheritance shall be for ever."
What a day was that to the aged Simeon and Anna, which appointed
their presence even as in the case of the latter to an " instant"! in
the temple, and to be thus favoured with a sight of the Lord's Christ
and their" Salvation." What a day of Resurrection gladness was
that to the sorrowing sisters at Bethany, when their brother was
restored to them from the grave! And what a day of forgiveness to
poor fallen Peter when his Lord, Whom he had so basely denied, met
him in Galilee, and spoke words of forgiveness and love. What a day,
too, of Resurrection life and joy was that to those two disciples on the
Emmaus Road, when" Jesus Himself drew near and went with them,"
and Whose converse caused such heart-burning, that they gladly
covered all the ground again, and" returned to Jerusalem with great
joy," to testify to the disciples there, of Him Who had so Divinely
visited and blessed them!
We may not enlarge; space forbids. But, dear children of God,
sufficient has been said to remind you, that your days are all known
and numbered by your God; all that has and will befall you; your
trials and your blessings, your cares and your crosses; the seasons of
darkness when, at the hiding of His Face, your soul is sorrowfully
disquieted within you, and crying out for His return and favour ;
and the days when His candle shines upon your head; and gladness
and singing, are exchanged for tears and sighs. "Thou shalt remember
all the way the Lord thy God hath led thee." Recall His mercies:
recount His deliverances; speak to His praise, and encourage your
hearts that He Who has helped and cared for you in the past so wondrously, is still your God, your Guide, your Defender and your Friend,
Who will never leave you nor forsake you, and Whose word is sufficient
in Presence and consequent blessing. "Lo, I am with you always,
even unto the end." All the way! All the days. Even Jesus!
.. Days of darkness and distress,
Are my portion here below,
Thorny is the wilderness,
And the Lord. will have it so.
When enlarged in faith and prayer,
His dear Face by faith I see,
On the Lord, I cast my care,
Satisfied He careR for me.
But when days of darkness come,
And my heart is hard and cold,
Round the wilderness I roam,
Barren, wan'dring from the fold.
Up, I cast my longing eyes,
Toss'd like J onah in the sea.
Jesus whispers from the skies,
, As Thy days, Thy strength shall be' "
t H. Fowler.)
R.
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,Srrmons nnb Notes of j,ermonf.i.
THE PRESENT AND FUTURE REST OF BELIEVERS IN
CHRIST.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JOHN NEWTON IN
OLNEY CHURCH, A.D. 1767.
" Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest."-MATTHEW xi. 28.
THE learned have a variety of arguments whereby to prove the Scripture
to be the Word of God. But though that kind of proof, which may
be brought in a way of reasoning and external evidence, is doubtless
useful upon proper occasions; yet I apprehend the chief and most
satisfactory argument to those who are capable of receiving it, arises
from the correspondence between the subject-matter of the Scripture
and the state of an awakened mind. When the eyes of the understanding are opened, we begin to see every thing around us to be just
so as the Scripture has described them. Then, and not till then, we
perceive, that what we read in the Bible concerning the horrid evil
of sin, the vileness of our fallen nature, the darkness and ignorance of
those who know not God, our own emptiness, and the impossibility
of finding relief and comfort from creatures, is exactly true. We
cannot but apply the words of the woman (John iv. 29), and say,
Come and see a book that has told me all that ever I did, the ground
of all my complaints, the true cause and nature of all the evil I either
see, hear, or feel, from day to day. And as we find our disease precisely
described, so we perceive a suitableness in the proposed remedy, we
need a Saviour, and He must be a mighty one; hut though our wants
and sins, our fears and enemies, are great and numerous, we are convinced that the character of Christ is sufficient to answer them all. We
need a rest, a rest which the world cannot give. Inquire where we
may among the creatures, experience brings in the same a!lswer from
all, " It is not in me." This again confirms the Word of Gol, which
has forewarned us that we shall meet nothing but disappointment in
such pursuits. But there is a spiritual rest spoken of which we know
to be the very thing we want, and all our remaining solicitude is how
to attain it. From hence, as I said, we may assuredly conclude, that
the book which gives us such just views of everything that passes,
must be given by inspiration from Him Who is the Searcher of hearts.
This proof is equally plain and conclusive to all capacities that are
spiritually enlightened, and such only are able to understand it. We
are now to speak,
Of this promised rest. And here two things offer to our consideration.
1. What this rest is.
2. How it is obtained.
1. The Greek word avaa7rlJITW expresses something more than rest,
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or a mere relaxation from toil; it denotes refreshment likewise. A
person weary with long bearing a heavy burden, will need not only
to have it removed, but likewise he wants food and refreshment, to
restore his spirits, and to repair his wasted strength. Such is the rest
of the Gospel. It not only puts a period to our fruitless labour, but
it affords a sweet reviving cordial. There is not only peace, but joy
in believing. Taken at large, we may consider it as twofold.
(1.) A present rest. So the Apostle speaks, "We who have believed
do enter into rest" (Heb. iv. 3).
[1.] The common wearisome pursuit of the world is described as
" spending their money for that which is not bread, and their labour
for that which satisfieth not" (Isa. Iv. 2), wandering from object to
object in quest of good (Ps. iv. 6), but still mortified by incessant and
repeated disappointment. We should pity a person whom we should
see seeking some necessary thing day after day, which we knew was
impossible to be obtained; it is, however, the case with all till they
come to Christ. Satisfaction is what they profess to aim at, and they
turn every stone (as we say), try every expedient to meet with it, but
in vain. It is only to be found in Him When they come to Him,
their wishes are answered. This is exemplified by our Lord in the
character of a merchant-man seeking goodly pearls (Matt. xiii. 46), who
was still upon the inquiry till he had found one pearl of great price.
This answered and exceeded his desires; upon the discovery of this
one, he rejoiced to forego all his former acquisitions, and to gi\'e up
every other possession on purpose that he might obtain it.
[2.] I have spoken something concerning the wearisome exercise
of a conscience burdened with guilt; but by coming to Je us, and
believing in Him, an end is put to this. When we are enabled to view
our sins as laid upon Christ, that those who come are accepted in the
Beloved, that there is no more condemnation, but pardon, reconciliation,
and adoption are the sure privileges of all who trust in Him, 0 the sweet
calm that immediately takes place in the soul! It is something more
than deliverance. There is a pleasure more than answerable to the
former pain, a comfort greater than all the trouble that went before it.
Yea, the remembrance of the.former bitterness greatly enhances the
present pleasure And the soul understands and experiences the
meaning of those Scriptures: "When the Lord turned the captivity
of Zion, then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with
singing" (Ps. cxxvi. 1, 2). "In that day thou shalt say, 0 Lord, I will
praise Thee: though Thou wast angry with me, thine anger is turned
away, and Thou comfortedst me. Behold, God is my salvation: I will
trust, and not be afraid: for the Lord Jehovah is my strength and my
song; He also is become'my salvation" (Isa. xii. 1, 2).
[3.] There is likewise a rest from the power of sin. In vain is this
sought from resolutions and endeavours in our own strength. Even
after we are spiritually disposed, and begin to understand the Gospelsalvation, it is usually for a season rather a fight than a rest. But when
we are brought nearer to Christ, and taught to live upon Him as our
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sanctification; deriving all our strength and motives from Him by
faith, we obtain a comparative rest in this respect also. We find hard
things become easy, and mountains sink into plains, by His power
displayed in our behalf. Further,
[4.] There is a rest from our own works. The believer is quite
delivered from the law as a Covenant, and owes it no longer service in
that view. His obedience is gracious, cheerful, the effect of love;
and therefore he is freed from those fears and burdens which once disturbed him in the way of duty. At first there was a secret, though
unallowed dependence on himself. When his frames were lively he
was strong, and thought he had something to trust to, but under a
a change (and changes will happen) he was at his wit's end. But
there is a promised, and therefore an attainable rest in this respect ;
a liberty and power to repose on the finished work and unchangeable
word of Christ; to follow Him steadily through light and darkness;
to glory in Him only when our frames are brightest; and to trust in
Him assuredly when we are at our lowest ebb.
Such is the present rest; in different degrees according to the proportion of faith, and capable of increase, even in those who have attained
most, so long as we remain in this imperfect state. But there is,
(2.) A future rest, besides and beyond all that can be experienced
here: "There remaineth yet a rest for the people of God" (Heb. iv. 9).
Faint and imperfect are our most enlarged ideas of that glory which
shall be revealed. "It does not yet appear what we shall be" (1 John
iii. 2). Who can describe or conceive the happiness of heaven ~ The
most we can clearly understand of it lies in negatives. It will be as
unlike as possible to this wilderness of sin and sorrow where we are
now confined. Here we are in a warfare, but then we shall enter into
perfect rest.
[1.] A rest from all sin. There no unclean thing shall defile or
disturb us for ever. We shall be free from sin in ourselves. This alone
would be worth dying for. Indwelling sin is a bmden under which
even the redeemed of the Lord must groan, whilst they sojourn in the
body; and those who are most spiritual, are most deeply affected with
shame, humiliation, and grief, on t!lls account, because they have the
clearest views of the holiness of God, the spirituality of the law, the
love of Christ and the deceitfulness of their own hearts. Therefore
the Apostle Paul, though perhaps in grace and talents, in zeal and
usefulness, distinguished above all the children of Adam, accounted
himself the chief of sinners (1 Tim. i. 15), less than the least of all saints
(Eph. iii. 8), and cried out, under the disparity he felt between what he
was and what he would be, "0 wretched man that I am! who
shall deliver me from the body of this death ~ " (Rom. vii. 24). But
we shall not carry this burden beyond the grave. The hour of dissolution
shall free us from the inbred enemies (the inseparable concomitants
of this frail perishing nature) which now trouble us, and we shall see
them no more for ever.
Again, we shall be free from the all-displeasing effects of sin in others.
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Our hearts shall be no more pained, nor our ears wounded, nor our eyes
filled with tears, by those evils which fill the earth. Now, like Lot in
Sodom, we are grieved every day with the filthy conversation of the
wicked (2 Pet. ii. 7). Who that has any love to the Lord Jesus, any
spark of true holiness, any sense of the worth of souls in his heart, can
see what passes amongst us without trembling? How openly, daringly,
almost universally, are the commandments of God broken, His Gospel
despised, His patience abused, and His power defied. To be a silent
spectator of these things is sufficiently grievous; but if (as we are in
duty bound) we dare to stand as witnesses for God in the midst of a
crooked and perverse nation, we find the spirit of the first-born, Cain,
instantly takes fire, and denounces war against all who should presume
to say, that we ought to obey and fear God rather than men. Invectives and ill treatment are the certain lot of all who openly and consistently appear on the Lord's side; and if they escape stripes and bonds,
imprisonment and death, it is to be ascribed to the restraints of Divine
Providence, and (as a means in our happy land) to the temper of the laws,
and to the clemency of the powers under whom we live. These things
often constrain the believer to say, " 0 that I had wings like a dove!
for then would I flee away, and be at rest" (Ps. Iv. 6). Let us not be
weary or faint in our minds; ere long this wish shall be answered.
A glorious rest awaits you, where sin and sinners shall have no place,
nor the alarms of war be any more heard.
[2.] A rest from all outward afllictions, which, though necessary,
and under the influence of Divine grace, profitable, are grievous to
bear; but then they will be necessary no more. Where there is no
sin, there shall be no sorrow. Then, believers, God" shall wipe away
all tears from your eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the
former things are passed away" (Rev. xxi. 4).
[3.] A rest from Satan's temptations. How busy is this adversary
of God and man. What various arts, what surprising force, what
constant assiduity, does he employ to ensnare, distress, and terrify
those who by grace have escaped from his servitude! He says, like
Pharaoh of old, " I will pursu.e, I will overtake, I will destroy" (Exod.
xv. 9). He follows them to the last stage of life, but he can follow
them no farther. The moment of their departure out of the body,
shall place them beyond his reach for ever.
[4.] A rest from unsatisfied desires. Here the more we drink, the
more we thirst; but there our highest wishes shall be crowned and
exceeded; we shall rest in full communion with Him Whom we love;
we shall no more complain of interruptions and imperfections, of an
absent God, and a careless heart. Here, when we obtain a little glimpse
of His presence, when He brings us into His banquetting-house, and
spreads His banner of love over us, how gladly would we remain in
such a desirable frame! How unwilling are we to come out of the
mount! But these pleasing seasons are ql:lckly ended, and often give
place to some sudden unexpected trial, which robs us of all that
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sweetness in which we lately rejoiced. But when we ascend the holy
hill of God above, we shall come down no more; we shall be for ever
with the Lord, never offend Him, never be separated from Him again.
We shall likewise rest in full conformity to Him (Ps. xvii. 15). Here
we find a mixture of evil in our best moments; when we approach
nearest to Him we have the quickest sense of our defilement, and how
much we fall short in every branch of duty, in every temper of our
hearts! but when we shall see Jesus as He is, we shall be fully transformed into His image, and be perfectly like Him.
2. But how is this rest to be obtained ~ Blessed be God, in that way
which alone can render it attainable by such unworthy indigent
creatures. If it were to be bought, we have nothing to offer for it;
if it were proposed as a reward of merit, we can do nothing to deserve
it. But Jesus has said, I will give you rest. Our title to it cost Him
dear; He purchased it for us with His own blood; but to us it comes
freely. Faith in His name puts us in immediate possession of the
first-fruits, the earnest of this inheritance; and faith will lead us
powerfully and safely through all hindrances and enemies to the full
enjoyment of the whole. Faith unites us to Christ; gives us an
immediate interest in all the benefits of His life, death, and intercession;
opens the way of communication for all needful supplies of grace here,
and insures to us the accomplishment of all the Lord has spoken to us
of, in a state of glory. "He that believeth shall be saved" (Mark
xvi. 16), saved in defiance of all the opposition of earth and hell;
saved, notwithstanding he is in himself unstable as water, weak as a
bruised reed, and helpless as infancy. What Jesus will give, none
can take away. Only remember that it is a free gift. Receive it
thankfully, and rejoice in the Giver. Let Him have all the glory of
His own undertaking. Renounce every hope and every plea, but
His promise and mediation. Commit your souls to Him, and then
fear nothing. "The eternal God is your refuge, and underneath are the
everlasting arms" (Deut. xxxiii. 27). He will fight your battles, heal
your wounds, refresh your fainting spirits, guide you by His counsel
while here, and at last receive you to Himself.
May we not therefore say, happy are the people that are in such a
case! Happy they, who have been enabled to accept this gracious
invitation, who have already entered upon the rest of grace, and have
a well-grounded expectation that they shall rest in glory! Believers,
what should you fear, or why complain ~ Look back to where the
Lord found you sleeping in sin, helpless and hopeless, yet insensible of
your danger; look forward to what He has provided for you, an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away; a crown of
life, a kingdom that cannot be shaken; think of the love, the suffering,
the glory of Him to Whom you owe these blessings; and let these
considerations animate you to run with patience and thankfulness
the race that is set before you (Heb. xii. 1).
Happy, likewise, are you whose hearts are fixed upon this rest, and
this Saviour, though as yet you are in heaviness, through manifold
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temptations. The Lord will give you rest. Doubt it not, He cannot
deny Himself; wait His hour; though He seem to tarry long, yet
maintain your confidence in His promise. Redouble your prayers,
cry mightily to Him, He will not (as perhaps many around you do)
rebuke your importunity, and charge you to hold your peace. Look
at the generations of old, and see; did ever any trust in the Lord, and
was confounded? Or did any abide in His fear, and was forsaken?
Or whom did He ever despise that called upon Him?
And you who are yet strangers to rest, are thus far happy, that you
are still spared, and have the Gospel continued to you. The Lord
is still waiting to be gracious; He says to all, Come unto Me, and ye
shall find rest for your souls. Do you not see this rest desirable?
What rest, either here or hereafter, can you expect, if you remain in the
service of sin? Why may not you obtain your liberty? You are
no worse than others, either by nature or practice. Though you have
been transgressors from the womb, you are not excluded if you do not
exclude yourselves; though your sinful habits and inclinations are
exceedingly strong, he is able to subdue them. There is a power in
His blood, and in that Spirit which He is exalted to bestow, sufficient
to make the Ethiopian change his skin, and the leopard his spots (Jer.
xiii. 23) to soften the hardest heart, and to pardon the most aggravated
guilt, and to enable those to do good who have been accustomed to do
evil. Arise, He calleth you. 0 may He accompany the outward call
of His Word with the efficacious power of His grace, that you may
this instant obey His voice, and flee to Him for refuge! ~ hither can
you flee else? Who but Jesus can save you from the wrath to come?
" But if you will not hear, my soul shall weep for you in secret place "
(Jer. xiii. 17). If you will not come to Jesus for life, you must die.
If you are out of Christ, God is angry with you every day. The
curse of His broken law lies heavy upon you, whether you are asleep
or awake, abroad, or at home, at the market or in the church. The
wrath of God is revealed against you; if you turn not, He will whet
His sword (Ps. vii. 12), He hath bent His bow, and made it ready;
He hath prepared the instruments of death to smite you; He hath
ordained the arrows of His ~engeance against you; and can you,
dare you, go on in your sins, and say, I shall have peace? 0 may you
be wise in time! "It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the
living God" (Heb. x. 31). "Consider this, ye that forget Him, lest
He tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver" (Ps. 1. 22).
" IT is evident that a man may have all the knowledge which arts and
sciences can give him, and yet be totally ignorant of God, and of the
things of God. This has appeared from undoubted matter of fact.
We know, from the experience of the Greeks and Romans, that arts
and sciences never did lead them to a knowledge of any spiritual and
Divine objects, and we are assured, from the testimony of God's Word,
that they never can."-W. Romaine.
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SERMONETTE.
By THE LATE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
JACOB'S LADDER GENESIS xxviii. 11, 12.
WHEN Jacob had to flee from his parental home, to avoid the vindictiveness of his brother Esau, we read that at the end of his day's journey,
" He lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because
the sun was set; and he took of the stones of that place, and put them
for his pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep. And he dreamed,
and, behold, a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to
heaven: and, behold, the angels of God ascending and descending on
it" (Gen. xxviii. 11, 12). Jacob was now an exile, and homeless, as
a consequence of his sin in deceiving his father, but God loved Jacob
(Mal. i. 2, 3; Rom. ix. 13), and so, in His grace, He gave him this
vision to comfort him, for the Lord stood above the ladder, and assured
him of Divine protection (see Heb. i. 14), and renewed to him the
prOInises made to Abraham his grandfather, and Isaac his father,
adding others to Jacob personally (verses 13-15).
The ladder in Jacob's dream may have other significations, but in the
light of John i. 51, it may be taken as a type of Christ. As the ladder
connected earth with heaven, so Christ is the way to God. The Lord
Jesus said, " I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no man cometh
unto the Father, but by Me" (John xiv. 6). Man's sin interrupted
communion with God (Gen. iii. la), but it is restored to His people in
Christ, Whom the patriarchs knew as the proInised seed of the woman
(Gen. iii. 15), and the Church of the present dispensation knows as the
One Who came down from heaven, " died for our sins," rose again, and
ascended up " where He was before," and from whence He will return.
" For through Him we both (Jews and Gentiles) have access by one
Spirit unto the Father" (Eph. ii. 1). Oh. what a Saviour, uniting
the Godhead and the Manhood in His one Per30n! The ladder Jacob
saw in his dream was" Set up on the ear/h." The Lord Jesus was born
of a virgin, by the power of the Highest" (Luke i. 35). "The Word
became flesh, and dwelt among us" (Jom. i. 14, RV.). The top of
the ladder reached to heaven." "The second Man is of heaven" (1 Cor.
xv. 47, RV.) being both God and Man.
Christ Jesus is the only way to God, as the Apostle Peter bcldly
declared before the great Jewish Council, " Neithe·r is there salvation in
any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among m-t n,
whereby we must be saved" (Acts iv. 12). For, as the Holy Spirit by
the hand of Paul has written, " There is one God, and one Mediator
between God and man, the man Christ Jesus" (1 Tim. ii. 5).
As one has said :" Christ is the causeway, which. unflung to earth,
Had left a gulf impassable betwixt Creator and created!"
Is your faith fixed on Him, dear reader ~ Are you trusting in Him
Who is " The way, and the truth, and the life " ~
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THE DISCIPLINE OF DISCOURAGEMENT.

WHEN the Lord Jesus" called to Him whom He would" and sent
them forth to preach, He did not promise them what is commonly
called success in their ministry. On the contrary, He distinctly told
them that they should be delivered up to councils, and stand before
kings; that they should be scourged and even killed for His sake. He
added that" it is enough for the disciple that he be as his Master, and
the servant as his Lord." This was to be their portion, their honour
and their crown. They were to go forth as sheep in the midst of wolves,
to take up their cross, and to lose their life for His sake. But there is
no recorded promise of " success," as men speak; no glowing picture
of multitudes being called out of the world by their ministry. We
must not measure His service by man's, or think man's thoughts of
Him. Usually our truest victories are in our defeats; and for the
most part His smile is enjoyed in our disappointments, or what we
think such. The Lord has His own methods of working, and His Own
estimate of what is done. Man counts his works; God weighs them.
And in any case He will not permit a servant of His to measure himself
or his poor service by any thoughts of his own.
The truth is that we are not capable of doing so. It is a remarkable
fact that the Lord spent the whole night in prayer previous to sending
forth His disciples. "He went out into a mountain to pray, and
continued all night in prayer to God. And when it was day He called
unto Him His disciples: and of them He chose twelve, whom also He
named apostles" (Luke vi. 12, 13). This one fact plainly prefigures
the pathway of a sent servant. If the Master so wrestled in prayer,
shall not the servant also? Shall service be a lighter matter to the
sent than to the Sender? No; he must not think his own thoughts,
or speak his own words, or even form his own opinions about himself.
His is to be a life of toil and prayer, of exercise and discipline, of labour
and pain. And he will not labour long together without some experience of " all night in prayer to God."
The work of John the Baptist was of a special character. He was
the forerunner of his Lord, and his testimony was of repentance. He
pointed men to Christ, who was to come after him. But his ministry
was only for a few months. His bold reproof of Herod cost him his
liberty, and he was cast into prison.
It was while in prison that the heart of John desponded, and that
unbelief made a mighty inroad upon him. Had he laboured in vain,
and spent his strength for nought? "Now when John had heard in
the prison the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples, and said
unto Him, Art Thou He that should come, or do we look for another? "
(Matt. xi. 2, 3). Yet this was he who had so plainly and so faithfully
testified of Him Who was to come. The experience of the juniper tree
is not confined to the southern wilderness. John was perplexed by
the anomaly of his position. A faithful witness who had honourably
served his Master; yet left to pine in a dungeon, with no cheering visit
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from his Lord, and ultimately to die by the sword as the result of an
intrigue between a wicked man and a wicked woman.
Man would reckon the death of John an untimely end, and record
that he was cut off " in the midst of his usefulness." But a servant
of God fills up the" twelve hours" of his own day, and completes the
work given him to do. And John was only killed; he did not die.
He rose again in the alarmed conscience of Herod who had slain him.
And John was having fellowship with his Master in the path of service.
From the entrance of the Lord into His ministry He met with rejection
and opposition. From" the brow of the hill" at Nazareth to the hall
of judgment He was despised and rejected of men. And is it not the
same now ~ Must not the servant walk in the steps of his Master ~
It is no dishonour to be hated of men for His sake. We do not seek
these honours; but we may not shun them. Paul's bonds and scars
were noble and honourable tokens of his fidelity to his Lord; and
who can sing praises at midnight more sweetly than apostles smarting
with raw shoulders ~
Is service then to be all pain and disappointment ~ No; only we
must remember that we are not to be the judges of what God appoints
or does. His servants are not to select their spheres of service, to
dictate to their Master, or to question the wisdom of His procedure.
They have rather, to prove, in the path of a chastened obedience, that
their sufficiency is of Him, and that their weakness is their truest
strength.
There is a real honour and a real success in all faithful service, however humble. The whole testimony of New Testament history, and
of God's workings by the Gospel to this day, speaks to the downcast
labourer of richer success than he imagines. The fragrance of Mary's
ointment (Matt. xxvi. 13) fills the world to-day; and the good deeds
that Dorcas did (Acts ix. 36) are continued still in the church. Can
we not hear the blows of Luther's hammer, and the scratching of
Wycliffe's pen ~ Is John Knox dead in Scotland, or Samuel Rutherford
in Aberdeen ~ Did. John Bunyan or his books die in Bedford jail ~ And
who art thou, 0 despised and weary servant of our Lord, labouring in
an obscure position year after year, to think of being discouraged, as
if it were no honour to walk in His steps ~ The mercy is to be chosen
at all to service, for this is the highest honour given to men.
And is there not abundant joy in the service itself ~ And have we
not His Own assurance that" every man shall receive his own reward
according to his own labour ~" No fellow-man shall decide this for
us; the Lord Himself shall bestow it. Human reckonings of praise
or censure will have no weight with Him. What men call success or
failure will not be named. The once despised and rejected One, the
mocked and smitten, the Crucified, will say to each of His Own servants: "Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been
faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things:
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord."
Wimbledon Park.
WILLIAM WILEMAN.
24
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"THE SEA IS HIS."
A FEW days ago three of us, having spent our appointed respite,
packed up and bent thoughts and steps homeward. In the ordinary
course of reading we came to this: "Return ye and get you unto
your tents, and unto the land of your possession . . . return with
much riches unto your tents, and with very much cattle, with silver
and with gold and with brass, and with iron and with very much
raiment" (Josh. xxii.). One of our number who is fond of finding
applications, suggested that the " gold" was the Gospel truth that
we had been enriched by hearing; the silver was the kind and indulgent
providences that had compassed our going out and coming in; the
brass was any strength that had accrued from the rest and change
of air and scene.
Our return was from Guernsey. We had indeed found some" gold" ;
it had been a great joy to attend the ministrations of Mr. Brehaut
and sing praises to God with his sixty or seventy adherents. The
theme of the last discourse which we heard was the 19th of Job: that
pathetic lament and appeal of the man of God whom the hand of the
Lord had touched. Mr. Brehaut enlarged on it in conjunction with
the tenth verse of the 50th chapter of Isaiah, "Who is among you
that feareth the Lord, that walketh in darkness and hath no light,
let him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon his God." He
said that sooner or later all the people of God are brought into darkness
more or less deep, and generally speaking there is a greater experience
of night than of day. One of the congregation was at the time under
a heavy cloud, and was wondering if he had ever known any of the
teaching of the Lord at all; but said the preacher, " I believe that
God is presiding over it." His people must and do learn that all
their help and hope is in Him. They learn to trust and to wait; they
learn as the patriarch did that he deserved not that the light of love
should chase away the gloom; but this it certainly would when the
end of the Lord was accomplished. We then sang a hymn enjoining,
or inculcating, or professing, submission to His holy will. It was
reviving.
We went to Sark one day, one of the islands which I suppose would
never have emerged from the -great deep unless its Creator in His
redeeming love had meant to have some plant of His own right hand
planting flourish on it, and unless He was to hear some prayer and
praise from its narrow confines, unless His angels were to swoop down
and lift from its surrounding and swirling waters the spirit of some
infant, some little child, some good man or patient woman, some
grey-haired jewel of heaven, each and all to join in the eternal song of
triumph to which they go from the north, from the south, from the
east, and from the west. We were directed to a monument, a granite
obelisk about twenty feet high. The inscription on it reads thus :" In memory of Jeremiah Giles Pilcher, Esq., J.P., D.L., merchant
of London, Agnew Gifford, Esq., C.E., WaIter Gifford, his brother,
D.C.S., Gatehouse, and Mansell Renouf, boatman, who embarked in

The Gospel Magazine

355

a sailing gig from the bay below this spot, at 5 p.m. on 19th October,
1869, and were all lost during a squall of wind which afterwards arose
with heavy rain and thick darkness. 'Deep calleth unto deep at the
noise of Thy waterspouts, all Thy waves and Thy billows are gone
over me ' (Ps. xlii. 7). To the praise of Almighty God Who tempereth
His judgment with mercy and in humble submission to His holy will.
This stone of remembrance is erected by the widow and children of
the late Jeremiah Giles Pilcher to mark their tender love for so good
and excellent a husband and father, and their deep and bitter sorrow
for his loss. Also to urge upon others through the grace and mercy
of God our Saviour, Caution and warning. 'Thy way is in the sea,
and Thy path in the great waters, and Thy footsteps are not known.' "
Who could read such a. tribute and be unmoved? We went to
the edge and looked on the peaceful bay, and the very jetty, presumably,
from which they set off, never to return. "The sea is His and He made
it," in all its extremes of beauty and dread. We play on the edge of
it; we are hopeless and helpless before its depth and its fury. But
"His hands prepared the dry land." May He Himself guide our
unseen way and bring us to the haven where we would be.
FOLLOWER-ON.
GOD'S LOVE FOR HIS PEOPLE.
By MR. A. LYTHGOE, OF MANCHESTER.
" Beloved, let us love one another,. for love is of God,. and everyone that
loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not knoweth
not God,. for God is love. In this was 'YtWnifested the love of God
towards us, because that God sent His only begotten Son into the
world, that we rnight live through Him. Herein is love, not that we
love God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation
for our sins."-I JOHN iv. 7-10.

You will notice beloved, that the great theme in the Epistle of John
is love. Love Divine, that which passeth knowledge. Human love
is the best of all nature's gifts, but it is not to be compared to this love
which John so ably sets forth for-the comfort and consolation of God's
living family on earth. The eternal God is its Divine author. It is
His precious gift and therefore must not be confused with any conception we may have of the love in nature, which is only a fleeting
shadow terminating with natural life. This Divine love then, that
we see set forth in this epistle is God's manifestation to His elect. The
Apostle John is very clear about this and no one was more suited than
he to speak of the love of God; for in writing in the Gospels he speaks
of himself as one whom Jesus loved, and this same John, banished in
his latter years to Patmos, has a wonderful revelation of the glories of
eternal love. I would desire to bring before you something of this
great and striking truth which we find set forth in the opening
words of our text, " GOD IS LOVE." It is most necessary and of the
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utmost importance that we should clearly understand and comprehend
for our souls' comfort this great truth. In the first place then, we
would look from whence this message flows. For instance, if a person
were to bring a message to you of any importance you would naturally
desire to know from whom and whence it came; so, in the same way,
does God in His infinite love and mercy, considering His children's
needs, seeing their sorrows, send them a message for their soul's comfort,
and this message is given unto the church through the medium of the
beloved disciple John, namely, " That God is love." It has been spoken
for the comfort of the church and for the strengthening of the saints in
their most holy faith. Whatever are the troubles before us, however
deep are the mysteries of trial and sorrow through which we are called
to pass, it is well if the Holy Spirit enables us to lay hold of this precious
and soul-comforting truth, which is sweetly set forth by one of our
hymn writers ;" Thrice comfortable hope
That calms my stormy breast,
My father's hand prepares the cup
And what he wills is best.
My fearful heart he reads,
Secures my soul from harms,
While underneath his mercy spreads
Its everlasting arms."
Beloved, think of it, " GOD IS LOVE." The word does not simply say
that God loves His people, but we are led into and shown the mystery
of this great love of God, that in Himself, in essence, in His whole being,
He is love. The salvation of the Church flows from this Divine source,
which is the whole sum and substance of the Gospel; and again God's
people are not only shown that God is love, but they also learn what this
love is by its manifestation towards them. We must ever consider
that the love of God is as eternal as Himself. It is from everlasting
to everlasting, and He loves His Church with that same love that He
loved His only Begotten Son, Who lay in the bosom of the Father
throughout eternal ages.
.. Nothing brought Him from above
Nothing but redeeming love."
Let us now look a little further, you will notice that our text commences with the word, "Beloved," and all those whom this word
embraces have been loved with an everlasting love, and are called in
time by an heavenly calling that they might know the love of God,
which passeth knowledge. And the apostle speaking to the Church
of God admonishes them that they love one another, and points out
that everyone that loveth is born of God and knoweth God. We have
the Divine promise, " we know that we have passed from death unto
life because we love the brethren." We see therefore, that the Divine
mark of the sheep of Christ is love, and our Lord Himself bears witness
to this truth, when He says, " By this shall all men know that ye are
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My disciples, if ye have love one to another." This is what sets the true
Church apart. They love God, they love His people, they love His
truth and desire to be found walking in the footsteps of the flock, and
therefore, John speaking by the Holy Ghost, says, "Beloved, let us
love one another, for love is of God and everyone that loveth is born
of God and knoweth God." It is the Divine manifestation of the
love of God towards His Church that He gathers tnem together, teaches
them the Divine harmony of His own words, and enables them to walk
together in the unity of the spirit in the bonds of love.
"Love is the golden chain that binds
Those happy souls above,
And he's an heir of he&ven who finds
His bosom glow with love."

Again the saints of God love the blessed truths of the Gospel. They
feed upon the Word. It is manna to their hungry souls and to the
weary, rest. They desire to enter into the blessed experience of the
two disciples who journeyed to Emmaus, who said of Jesus, " Did not
our hearts burn within us as He talked with us by the way, and while
He opened to us the Scriptures 1" We see, therefore, that this Divine
love manifested to the brethren is a mark that we are the sheep of
Christ, for in the eighth verse John tells us, "He that loveth not,
knoweth not God." "If a man say I love God and hateth his brother,
he is a liar; for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how
can he love God whom he hath not seen 1" We see, therefore, how this
love of God, planted in the soul of the believer, bears fruit in its manifestations of love to the disciples, and before you and I can show forth
this love we must be created anew in Christ Jesus, for love is of God.
We know that we did not inherit this at our birth, nor is it hereditary,
but it is a Divine gift which cometh from God. Now John in the ninth
verse shows us how God manifested His love towards us, because that
" God sent His only begotten Son into the world that we might live
through Him." You will remember that our Blessed Lord, when
speaking to the woman of Samaria, said., " If thou knewest the gift of
God, thou would'st have asked of Him and He would have given thee
living water." Our Lord in the day of His flesh also spoke a searching
word to His disciples when He said: "Except ye eat My flesh and
drink My blood, ye have no life in you. He that eateth My flesh and
drinketh My blood hath eternal life and I will raise him up at the last
day." Many of His disciples on hearing this said, "This is a hard
saying, who can hear it", and many walked no more with Him, and our
Lord, turning to the twelve, said, "Will ye also go away 1" Peter
replied, " Lord to whom shall we go. Thou hast the words of eternal
life." All true disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ follow the Master.
One of our hymn writers says :"When any turn from Zion's ways,
Alas what number do,
Methinks I hear my Saviour say
Wilt thon forsake me too?"
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" No voice but Thine can give me rest,
And bid my fea.rs depart;
No love but Thine can make me blest
And satisfy my heart."

In verse 10 we read, " Herein is love, not that we love God, but that
He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins."
John here describes very clearly what is the love of God. I would like
to dwell a little upon the blessed truths set forth in this verse, especially the Divine manifestation which John reveals, " Herein is love,
not that we loved God." Many people think that if they love God,
He will love them, but we find here that the foundation of all true love
is that it flows from this Divine source, and Paul, writing to the Church
at Ephesus, blesses the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, " Who hath
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ."
We see therefore, that this wonderous love of God was manifested
towards His Church when she had no love for God, and therefore,
John would draw a striking comparison between Divine love and
human love, for we usually love those who love us, but God loved His
people when they were dead in trespasses and sin; for He hath loved
them with an everlasting love, and therefore with loving kindness He
has drawn them to Himself that He might teach them the love of God.
It is a mark of love to the visible Church when God bestows upon her
a Pastor after His own heart, and throughout all ages the saints of
God have been directed by the Holy Spirit to seek union and communion with the disciples of the Lord Jesus.
We read of Paul how he sought out a few godly women, who met
by the riverside for prayer. What was it that caused good John
Bunyan, when under deep conviction of sin, to pause with open ears
to hear those few poor women who were speaking to each other of the
mysteries of the Kingdom of God 1 In this humble way we see how
God led His servant to know the mystery of Christ. What was it that
caused Ruth to cleave to Naomi and to say, " Thy people shall be my
people, thy God shall be my God. Nought but death shall part thee
and me "~ And as we consider these godly souls we find that the
heavenly flame of Divine love. was burning in their hearts, and they
sought union and communion with those of like faith, who spake the
language of Canaan. I remember reading some time ago of a dear
man of God under great exercise of soul as to his standing in the visible
Church; for he could not feed under his present ministry, and this
brought him into great travail of mind. One Sabbath morning he
was deeply exercised in prayer before going to worship, and begged the
Lord to give him a child's portion. During the service he was unable
to obtain any of the precious fruits of the Gosepl that his soul loved,
and he returned to his home in great distress. Casting himself on his
knees before God he breathed out the prayer, " Tell me, oh Thou Whom
my soul loveth, where Thou feedest, where Thou makest Thy flock
to rest at noon. Why should I be as one that turneth aside by the
flocks of Thy companions." It seemed as if the voice of God spoke to
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his soul and said, "Go to Providence Chapel." He felt he must go
and follow this moving pillar of the cloud, and though it was many
miles away from where he lived, he at last found this House of God
and entered in, when he heard that servant of Christ, William Huntingdon, speak words of comfort and consolation to his weary soul. He
came from the place with the peace of God reigning in his heart, and
with the knowledge that he had been in the footsteps of the flock.
Oh, it is good to join ourselves with those who worship God in spirit
and in truth. I could not, I dare not, join myself to a Church where
this heavenly grace was not manifested. We are sometimes led to meet
with those who are strangers to us in the flesh, yet there may be a few
words spoken which binds us heart to heart in the bonds of Christian
love. A Pastor of a Church is often led to give himself to a people in
this way. He feels a union as a minister to those who love God. The
Holy Spirit bears witness to this Divine union, and blesses the Gospel
at his mouth, and he is enabled to feed the Church of God which He
has purchased with His own blood. Paul said, " I seek not yours, but
you." This is the true service in the Church of the living God. This
love will be made manifest as the Holy Spirit binds pastor and people,
heart to heart, in love to each other and the Lord. It is good when
we can thus join with one of our hymn writers who speaks of this
love in its Divine manifestations :.. Oh love divine how sweet thou art,
When shall I find my willing heart
All taken up by thee;
I thirst and faint and die to prove
The greatness of redeeming love,
The love of Christ for me.
God only knows the love of God
Oh that it now were shed abroad
In this poor stony heart;
For this I sigh, for this I pine,
This only portion Lord be mine,
Be mine this better part."
I love to think of that dear man. of God, Fawcett, of Hebden Bridge,
who was a poor minister with a very poor congregation and had toiled
f or many years amidst great poverty. He had accepted a call from a
Church who were in a position to make his future life very much more
comfortable than it had been with the poor little flock amongst whom
he laboured. This seemed to the good man to be a special providence
that would lift him out of his many trials and difficulties and enable
him to feed his wife and children without poverty continually knocking
at the door, but God's thoughts were not his thoughts. The cart was
loaded with his furniture ready to depart, and his little flock were
gathered around him weeping tears of sorrow at the departure of their
loved pastor. This touched the good man's heart, and he was so moved
by a sight of their love to him that he gave orders for the cart to be
unloaded and his furniture returned to his poor house. He re-entered
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his old home to remain with his little flock to his dying day.
day he sat down and composed the beautiful hymn :-

That

" Blest be the tie that binds
Our hearts in Christian love,
The fellowship of kindred minds
Is like to that above."
How different is all this to those places of worship where there is
no manifestation of this Divine love. We therefore see what a sweet
and blessed mark is the communion of the saints. "'Tis heaven begun
below." It binds heart to heart in the things of God and sweetens
many a bitter cup. Thus Paul admonishes the Church to bear each
other's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. Our Lord bears witness
to this blessed truth, for He says, " Inasmuch as ye have done it to
the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto Me." It is this
grace that sweetly manifests the great love of God to His Church.
It is in this way that God builds His Church and gathers His saints
together that they may sit together in heavenly places in Christ.
Thus :" Zion is a garden walled around,
Chosen and made peculiar ground,
A little spot enclosed by grace,
Out of the world's wide wilderness."
Where there is no Divine manifestation of this great love the people
perish, for it is only as the Holy Spirit reveals unto us this heavenly
vision of the mysteries of the Kingdom of God, that the soul grows in
grace and in the knowledge of Christ our Saviour. We see, therefore,
that the summing up of this great and precious manifestation of the
love of God reaches its Divine consummation in the precious gift of
Jesus Christ to be the propitiation for our sins. And every sinner
called by grace desires to be the recipient of this Divine gift and to
know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge. Ever~member
of the blood-bought Church of God has drunk of this celestial stream.
It is the river of God that waters the thirsty soul of the inhabitants
of Zion. John was enabled to give us His own witness of what he had
tasted, handled and felt of the good word of eternal life. He tells
us in another place that" God so loved the world, that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish,
but have everlasting life." The great apostle of the Gentiles also drank
deeply of this stream, for he says, " The life I now live, I live by faith
in the Son of God, Who loved me and gave Himself for me." The
Church of old says, " He brought me into His banquetting-house and
His banner over me was love." Are we content to speak of these
things and not have any living experience of them written upon the
fleshy tables of our heart ~ Paul was so convinced by the spirit's
witness in his own soul of these eternal truths that he said, " For I
am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels, nor principalities,
nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor
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depth, nor any other creature shall be able to separate us from the
love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." A religion like this
flows from God and flows back to God. Those exercised thereby comprise the true Church of God on earth. The secret of the Lord is with
them that fear Him, and He will show them His Covenant, and this
Covenant is a Covenant of grace or love. Thousands meet together
for the so-called worship of God, who know nothing of these eternal
truths, and who have never felt the love of God. No one can truly
preach the Gospel of God's precious grace who has not a living experience of it in his own soul. We therefore would come to the scales of
the sanctuary and measure ourselves by the plummet line of the
Scriptures, that it might be manifested that we have tasted, handled
and felt the good word of eternal life. David witnesses to this truth
when he says, " Thy word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path."
Happy are we if we can say the same. One sweetly sings :"On such love my soul still ponder,
Love so full, so rich and free,
Pause while lost in holy wonder,
Why my soul such love to thee?"
We have the word in Ezekiel, "When I passed by thee it was a time
of love." Thus we are drawn by the cords of love with the bands of
a man, yea, the blessed Spirit drew us down on our knees to confess our
sins and led us to Jesus Christ the Brother born for adversity, God's
precious gift to sinners. Angels cannot understand the love of God
to fallen man, yet it is understood by a few poor, wretched, lost and
and ruined souls who desire to know the love of God. The great
apostle asked the question, " Who shall separate us from the love of
Christ?" The poor trembling saint is sometimes afraid lest his sins
will separate him from God, but this is impossible, for God loved the
sinner with the full knowledge of all his sins, past, present and future.
Yea, further, He so sanctifies sinners that He makes their very sins
and transgressions a means whereby they seek Him, and desire to draw
near to the fountain for sin and for uncleanness, and of which dear
Cowper sweetly said :"Ere since, by f~ith, I saw the stream
His flowing wounds supply,
Redeeming love has been my theme,
And shall be till I die."
Well might the apostle say, " Herein is love, not that we loved God,
but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our
sins." May God add His blessing.
" GOD'S word must be the guide of your desires and the ground of your
expectations in prayer; nor can you expect that He should give a
gracious ear to what you say to Him, if you turn a deaf ear to what He
says to you."-Matthew Henry.
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WITHOUT EXCUSE.
DURING the summer holidays of last year, a party of four, consisting
of father, mother, and two children were by the sea-shore on a hot
sunny day. It was a sandy coast, with the waves just rippling gently
on the edge, and it looked so tempting that they decided to have a
bathe. Close at hand, there was a large board up, with the words in
big type-" IT IS DANGEROUS TO BATHE HERE: QUICKSANDS"; and
there was a row of palings to show which area was referred to. What
the Johnsons (as we will call them) thought about this warning notice
I cannot tell; they certainly could not fail to see it; but it is a fact
that they chose that very spot for their bathe. Perhaps the sand
looked particularly smooth and golden just there; perhaps they
thought they would have the place to themselves, and have more
room. I can imagine that perhaps Mrs. Johnson would hesitate for
a moment, and call to her husband, "Look, Harry, there's a danger
notice about quicksands; ought we to bathe just here, do you think 1 "
" That old board, do you mean, my dear 1 Oh, that's quite out of
date; this is the very spot where the Smiths bathe every time they
come." And Mr. Johnson would stride forward, followed eagerly by
the two boys, laughing at their mother's fears. Then she also would
follow where they led. But whether that is what happened or not,
it was not long before other bathers on the beach were startled by a
dreadful cry. Many people rushed to the place, and seeing the warning
board they made a chain by holding hands, and tried to reach the
nearest of the Johnson family. But it was in vain; in a moment,
before their very eyes, all four disappeared from view, sucked alive
under the treacherous sands.
It was a terrible tragedy, and at the inquest questions were asked
as to whether the warning notice was adequate; and the beach official
was able to satisfy the Coroner completely. The board was so plain
that it was impossible to miss it.; and besides, there was the fencing
round the dangerous area. "But, there," said the official, " we often
find people just take no notice; they even hang their clothes on the
palings round the dangerous spot while they go into the sea." And
so, in a moment of time, four people lost their lives, entirely by their
own fault, and without any possible excuse.
" Without excuse." That is what Paul says in the first chapter of
Romans, where he shows that it is true even of the heathen who do
not know God, for even to, them He has given the knowledge of good
and evil. And if the devil-worshippers and idolaters of the pagan
world are" without excuse," how much more is it true of you 1 You
have been brought up in a country where the Word of God is within
reach of the poorest; and, more than that, it is probable in your case
that you have been familiar with the Bible all your life. And the
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Scriptures are full of warnings, as plainly to be read as any dangernotice. They tell us that we are all guilty before God, and are in
danger of eternal death and judgment. "All we like sheep have gone
astray, we -have turned everyone to his own way." "There is none
that doeth good, no not one." "There is no difference, for all have
sinned." "We are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses
are as filthy rags." If we continue in our sins, we must face the
judgment of God, because we have taken no notice of the plain warnings of God's Word. It is useless to try to excuse ourselves by saying
that we only do what other people do; or that the Bible is old-fashioned
and out-of-date; or that it does not really mean what it says; or,
that, after all, God will have mercy on us, because He is a God of Love.
No, if we neglect the warning of the Scriptures, we are without excuse
before God.
For, just as the Bible is full of plain warnings as to our danger, so
it is just as full of the plainest directions for escape and deliverance.
God has provided a way of escape; in His love and in His pity He
sent His sinless Son to fulfil His holy Law upon earth, and then to die
upon the Cross, the just for the unjust. And all who trust in the
Lord Jesus as their Saviour are delivered from the danger of eternal
death, and from the awful fear of judgment, and are given eternal life,
and peace through the blood of His Cross. "The blood of Jesus
Christ cleanseth us from all sin." "Him that cometh to Me I will
in no wise cast out." No sinner coming to Jesus for salvation is ever
turned away, for" God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but
have everlasting life."
" How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation? "
DAMARIS.
THE" GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-Labouring day by day in my weakness, I was comforted
by the words of the apostle, "Always abounding," not sometimes,
but always, and why? Because we know the "labour is not vain
in the Lord." A friend writing last month says, " So many thanks
for your letter. I sent you a few days back a copy of Waymarks,
which contains a sermon preached by my brother-in-law, Pastor
Henry Popham. I thought you might like to see it. I was pleased
to see by the Report and Balance Sheet that you had been so well
supported in the Book Mission work, and that the many prayers that
are offered at the throne of grace on your behalf have been heard,
and not only heard, but answered. I am indeed pleased to know
that H.R.H. the Duke of Connaught takes such an interest in your
splendid work for our brave soldiers, sailors, and airmen. I feel I
ought to subscribe to the Gospel Book Mission, and must endeavour
to do so another year. You do it all without fee or reward, but you
will receive your reward. My dear brother, I feel when I think of
you with your great afflictions still going steadily on in your work for
the Lord, what an example to many of us poor unworthy creatures
you are. I read your reports every month in the GOSPEL MAGA.ZI~E.
I turn to the page to find out if you are still writing them. I enclose
P.O. for your own use. May the Lord bless you and keep you for many
years to continue to do this work." A missionary to sailors writes:
" I beg to thank you for your kindness in sending the parcel, and shall
use it when visiting the ships. I have also given some cards to the
Sea Cadets who meet here twice a week, and some of them come to
my Sunday service at 6.30. One little fellow (aged fourteen) has
professed to follow the Lord, and I hope that soon others will follow.
Wishing you God's blessing on your good work." Another missionary
writes: "Please accept my sincere thanks for your splendid parcel
of magazines and books duly received. I use a large number of these
week by week, and the men are very appreciative." So I labour on
and need the continual help of friends of soldiers and sailors.
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, 4, July, 1936.

" BLEST is the man, 0 God,
That stays himself on Thee;
Who waits for Thy salvation, Lord,
Shall Thy salvation see."-Toplady.

,

-'

The Gospel Magazine

365

llJrotes:;tant 15eacon.
QUEEN VICTORIA
AND THE BLACK GOWN, AND "THE RITUAL REVIVAL."
THE late Dr. Randall Davidson (afterwards Archbishop of Canterbury),
was installed as Dean of St. George's Chapel, Windsor, on June 25th,
1883. This brought him into close touch mth the late Queen Victoria.
He was responsible for the services in the Queen's private chapel at
Windsor. "Every morning there were prayers at 9 a.m. for the
household. On Sundays there was a service, with a sermon, at
10.30."
Dean Davidson writes, " When I began at Windsor, the Queen used
to give me minute instructions as to what ought and ought not to be
done with respect to the services in her private Chapel, the relation
of the domestic chaplain to the servants, both indoor and outdoor,
and the management of occasional functions, such as a baptism or a
marriage. The curious aloofness of her life from the ordinary current
of English ways showed itself in her wishes and arrangements about
Divine Service.
" When she came to the throne, English Ritual, in the large sense
of 'the word, was at its lowest ebb, and ordinary Church services were
dreary in the extreme. The Prince Consort brought with him the
traditions of Lutheran services, which he liked, and what was called
the Ritual Revival, then in its mildest forms, surplices, chanted psalms,
eastward position, turning eastward at the creed, found no recognition
or even toleration in the Royal Chapel.
"Forty years later, when I began my Windsor life, these things
had become usual elsewhere, but the Queen never saw them, and I
remember her incredulous surprise one day when I was discussing
these matters with her, and contrasted the usages of the Private
Chapel at Windsor with common usages elsewhere. Even the very
Protestant ritual of Whippingham parish Church was thought by
herself to be rather advanced, becal;lse the clergy preached in a surplice.
The black gown never departed from the private Chapel at Windsor,
though bishops, of course, preached in their episcopal dress. In the
private Chapel we used Mercer's hymn-book, a most dreary compilation.
Fortunately, she took a fancy to some special hymn tunes in Hymns
Ancient and Modern, and I suggested incidentally one day that we might
have both hymn-books in the Chapel. She agreed, the hew hymnbooks came, and Mercer was never used again. She was, however,
very particular about the hymns, and would deprecate or forbid any
that she disliked. It was the custom, still maintained I believe by
King Edward, that the preacher should write out his text, and that
it should be placed in her seat, together with a paper showing the
hymns to be sung. . . . She actively disliked to have in the private
Chapel sermons of an ambitious public character, dealing largely with
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great affairs."-(Archbishop Randall Davidson's Life, by the Bishop
of Chichester, vol. I, pp. 85, 86).
A few remarks on the above extract.
1. Old Evangelical Churchmen, who believe in simplicity in the
conduct of Church Services, and that all worship should be " in spirit
and in truth" will rejoice that" no recognition or even toleration"
was given to what Dr. Davidson calls" the Ritual Revival." Evidently
in his view the eastward position-the position which symbolizes a
sacrificing priest-is a mild form of ritual, and chanted psalms, turning
eastward at the creed, and the surplice in the pulpit relieve services
from being" dreary." We think that if the heart is right there can
be real and happy worship without any of these things.
2. It is an encouragement to the few old-fashioned members of the
Church of England, that "the black gown never departed from the
private Chapel at Windsor." Along with its departure from churches
in general has developed the full-blown popish ritual now so rampant.
3. It is deplorable, however, that through Dean Davidson's influence
Hymns Ancient and Modern were introduced into the Queen's private
Chapel. These Hymns were regarded by definite Evangelicals as
Hymns popish and protestant. In this connection we recall that Dean
Davidson also introduced Hymns Ancient and Modern into St. George's
Chapel, Windsor. We read, " Sometimes, of course, a canon thought
the Dean went too far, but the Dean always won. Once the very
evangelical canon, Lord W. Russell, expressed his fury becau e Hymns
Ancient and Modern had been introduced into the Chapel. He tormed:
, I shall burn every book in the Chapel. There was no Chapter order.'
But he stormed in vain.
" The Dean was indeed an irresistible Dean; not because he fought
(he never fought) . . . but because he was so cool and Scotch and right
and always to the point."-(Life of Archbishop Davidson, p. 71.)
4. Since that time, as a result of the Oxford Movement, what the
then Dean of Windsor called "Ritual in its mildest forms" has become
more and more elaborate and popish, and we see to-day the evil of
departing from the simplicity which marked Church of England
services when the Queen came to the throne.
5. We cannot but be thankful that the late Queen Victoria" actively
disliked" in her private Chapel sermons " dealing largely with great
affairs." Surely all preachers should preach Christ and Him crucified.
How deplorable that the Sovereign for the time being is in danger of
never hearing the Gospel of the grace of God, because leading preachers
prefer to " deal largely with great affairs" rather than with the great
foundation truths of the Gospel.

" THE closer we keep to prayer, and to God in prayer, the more will
all our affairs prosper."-MaUhew Henry.
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THE LATE MRS. A. W. CARTER.
(Communicated. )
CONSTANCE MARY CARTER, who was called Home at Wallington,
Surrey, on Sunday, June 7th, was the fourth daughter of the late
E. G. Bruton, Esq., F.S.A., F.R.LB.A., for many years Diocesan
Surveyor, and Lecturer in Archooology and Ecclesiastical Architecture
at Oxford.
The deceased was for a time educated at a Roman Catholic finishing
school on the Continent; but from early girlhood loved the truths for
which the GOSPEL MAGAZINE stands, although she did not know the
Magazine until about five years ago. A simple faith in Christ, and a
desire to serve Him, was accompanied by a great personal charm, a gift
of sympathy, and jealousy for the truth. Having had personal experience of Convent School life she never missed an opportunity of warning
parents of the danger of sending their children to Convent Schools. It
was her experience that in spite of the" promise" not to interfere with
the religion of children's upbringing they are coerced to join the Roman
Church. She often told how the Sister Superior pressed her to secretly
" go to confession," and not tell her parents. She found that her three
younger sisters were also being similarly pressed, and wrote to her
mother. She had to play truant to post the letter. When the letter
was received the girls were all removed from the Convent.
She was honorary lady worker at Fenny Stratford, Bucks, until the
introduction of Ritualism compelled her to move. She was later at
Great Haywood, where her brother, the late Rev. G. C. Bruton, was
for many years vicar, and chaplain to the Earl of Lichfield. She had
a mastery of German, Italian and French, and before her marriage
worked amongst foreign students.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE Committee warmly thank the friends who have kindly contributed
gifts and donations to the Sales of Work.
An interesting meeting was held on June 17th on the lawn of the
Empire Hall, Horley, under the presidency of Mr. John Raven. The
report of the Ladies' Working Party was presented, and addresslls
given by if. Dawson and the Secretary.
The grounds of the Hornsey Rise Home were very attractive on
July 3rd, when the anniversary of the opening of the Home and the
Ladies' Sale of Work on behalf of the Benevolent Fund took place.
Mrs. Norris J. Parks, wife of the Joint Treasurer, kindly opened the
Sale.
In the evening the Chapel was full, and an exposition of Psalm cui. 2
by the Rev. Thomas Houghton, was listened to with pleasure and
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profit. The points of the sermon were (1) The Lord from Whom all
benefits come. (2) The benefits which the Lord bestows on His people.
(3) The importance of remembering these benefits.
On July 7th the inmates of the Home at Tunbridge Wells and the
pensioners living in the town were entertained to tea in the garden
of the Home. After tea a meeting was held in which Alderman H. M.
Caley, J.P., Mr. J. Rumens, and the Secretary, took part.

lliehtetlHi anb jl..otices of moots.
From Messrs. Thynne & Co. Ltd., 28-30, Whitefriars Street, Fleet
Street, London, E.C.4, we have received the following books and
pamphlets.
TABERNACLE TALKS. By Mrs. Edith Goreham Clarke. Pp. 79.
Price 1/-.
THAT DAY, OR THE DAY OF JEHOVAH. By John Quincey Adams.
Pp. 109. Price 1/6.
ROME'S ATTACK ON THE THRONE, THE PRESS AND THE CHURCH. By
A. W. Close. Pp. 32. Price 2d.
THIS BREAD ... THIS CUP OF THE LORD. By Milton Ireland. Foreword by Rev. R. R. Neill, M.A. Pp. 38. Price 6d.
FASCISM. By A. Stewart. Pp. 15. Price 2d.
A SOUVENIR OF THE QUATERCENTENARY OF THE" INSTITUTES OF THE
CHRISTIAN RELIGION." Pp. 37. (Sovereign Grace Union, 31,
Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, E.C.4.)
" The Institutes of the Christian Religion," by the great Reformer,
John Calvin, was first published in March, 1536. It is therefore four
hundred years ago since what Dr. Thomas M. Lindsay calls "the
strorgest weapon Protestantism had yet forged against the papacy"
was issued. Calvin was then (Jnly twenty-six. This pamphlet prints
the Epistle Dedicatory which Calvin prefixed to this work. It began,
"To His most Christian Majesty, the most Mighty and Illustrious
Monarch, Francis, King of the French, His Sovereign: John Calvin
prays Peace and Salvation in Christ." This Epistle occupies about
twenty-five pages of this pamphlet. We imagine that those who read
it will long to read the volumes to which the Epistle is prefixed, and
they will agree with our own judicious Hooker, who said of Calvilt
that he was" incomparably the wisest man that ever the French Church
did enjoy, since the hour it enjoyed him."
Other matter in this pamphlet is entitled, "The Theology of the
, Institutes,'" and quotations therefrom on some chief evangelical
doctrines.
No price is mentioned, but it is probably 4d. or 6d.

