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"SALVATION COME TO THIS HOUSE."

" And JESUS salid unto hirn, this day is salvation corne to this house,
forsorn'UCh as he also is a Son of Abraharn."-LuKE xix. 9.

.'

THE word" salvation," used by our LORD in this passage, doubtless
means salvation from the penalty and power of sin. The house
to which salvation came was the house of Zacchreus, the publican.
That day salvation came to his house, inasmuch as it came to,
and was experienced by, him who occupied it. It was a remarkable
event in his experience.
Our LORD was on His way to Jerusalem for the last time before
His death. He was passing through Jericho, a city fifteen miles
north-east of Jerusalem. Zacchreus, who lived there, was "the
chief among the publicans and he was rich." He was a leading
man among the collectors of the public revenue, or Roman taxes.
He had probably become rich through extorting more from the
payers of taxes than was due: (See Luke iii. 12, 13).
His words to our LORD in verse eight show that his wealth was
often gained by dishonest means. "If I have wrongfully exacted
aught of any man, I restore fourfold."
A large crowd accompanied our LORD on his journey, and He
was evidently the centre of attraction. On seeing the crowd, the
curiosity of Zacchreus was aroused. He" sought to see JESUS
Who He was." Being little of stature, Zacchreus could not see
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over the heads of the people. Accordingly," he ran before, and
climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him." When JESUS
arrived near the tree, " He looked up, and saw him, and said unto
him, Zacchreus, make haste, and come down; for to-day I must
abide at thy house. And he made haste, and came down, and
received Him joyfully."
Those in the crowd, of a pharisaic mind, "murmured, saying,
that He was gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner." Our
LORD, however, said to Zacchreus, "This day is salvation come
to this house, forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham." What
words of grace these were! How different our LORD'S treatment
of this chief among the publicans from the attitude of the sel£righteous ones amongst the crowd.
What a mercy, if salvation comes to the head of a house. What
a greater mercy, if it comes to all the family-father, mother and
children. Education and high worldly positions are not to be
compared to the blessedness of a whole family called by Divine
grace, kept by Divine power, and destined to enter upon Divine
and eternal glory.
Let us dwell upon this declaration of our LORD concerning
salvation.
1. First, it is evident that on that particular day salvation entered
into the house of a sinner.
It was quite true that our LORD went on this occasion to be
guest with a man that was a sinner. The tax-gatherers were notoriously sinful men, because of "the harshness, greed and deception
with which they prosecuted" their business. Hence we have the
expression "publicans and sinners." The publicans were indeed
sinners, but so were the self-righteous Pharisees. Some sinners
may be more cultured, refined, respectable, and more outwardly
moral than others, but in the sight of GOD, " All have sinned, and
come short of the glory of GOD." " There is none righteous, no,
not one." If we know the plague of our own hearts, we shall
all be ready to acknowledge that we were shapen in iniquity and
conceived in sin. We are all, whether Jews or Gentiles, Pharisees
or publicans, under sin. Our hearts are deceitful above all things,
and desperately wicked. If we speak the full truth we shall not
have a good thing to say about ourselves. We are, therefore~
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"by nature the children of wrath, even as others" (Eph. ii. 3).
Zacchreus was truly a sinner, but the salvation of GOD may be
experienced by a sinner.
Saul of Tarsus felt that he was the chief of sinners, yet he could
say, "I obtained mercy." "For this cause I obtained mercy,
that in me first JESUS CHRIST might show forth all long-suffering
for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on Him to
life everlasting" (1 Tim. i, 15, 16). A convicted sinner can argue,
" If the LORD had mercy on such a sinner as Saul of Tarsus, there
is hope for me. If he saved him, He can save me."
The LORD JESUS does not despise sinners. He came on purpose
to save sinners. He came not to call the righteous (supposing
there are such persons), but sinners to repentance. His enemies
called Him in contempt "A friend of publicans and sinners"
(Matt. xi. 19). They said, " This man receiveth sinners, and eateth
with them" (Luke xv. 2). We thank GOD that He is "a Friend
of sinners," and that He " receiveth sinners." 0 the mercy of this
fact.
If He were not a Friend of sinners where should we be? If He
did not welcome sinners how awfully hopeless would ·be our
condition.
Thank GOD that,
"When He lived on earth abased
Friend of sinners was His name;
Now above all glories raised,
He rejoices in the same;
Still He calls them brethren, friends,
And to all their wants attends."
Let us rejoice in the thought that JESUS may come to be a guest
with a man that is a sinner.
2. Secondly, notice that on that particular day salvation came to
the house 01 a rich man.
In the previous chapter of this Gospel, our LORD said, "How
hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of GOD! "
The disciples said, " Who then can be saved?" If it is so difficult
for the rich to be saved, what hope is there for the poor? Our
LORD'S answer was "The things which are impossible with men
are possible with GOD" (Luke xviii. 24-27).
Neither a rich man nor a poor man can save his own soul.
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Humanly speaking, the rich man is less likely than the poor man
to feel his need of salvation. Riches are often a snare. They
make the possessor of them self-satisfied. With GOD, however,
it is possible to save a rich man as well as a poor man. He is able
to quicken, regenerate, and save any sinner whatever his station
in life, and whatever his circumstances. No sinner is beyond His
power to save. A rich sinner may take encouragement from the
case of Zacchreus. The LORD did not reject Zacchreus because he
was rich. There have been many amongst His saved people who
were rich in temporal things. Abraham" was very rich in cattle,
in silver, and in gold" (Gen. xiii. 2), yet he was able to look for
the "city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is
GOD" (Heb. xi. 10).
There were rich believers in apostolic times. (See Acts iv. 34,
35; 1 Tim. vi. 17). It does not say, "not any" wise, mighty
or noble are called, but "not many." There are, thank GOD,
rich believers to-day amongst the people of GOD. The great thing
is to be "rich in faith," and mercifully GOD can bestow rich faith
on the wealthy, as well as on the poor. Nothing is too hard for
Him.
The Countess of Huntingdon was rich, but she was also "rich
in faith," and a great friend of the leaders of the Evangelical
revival.
John Thornton was rich, but the LORD numbered him amongst
His saved people, and he was a princely distributer of the wealth
with which GOD had endowed him. He said to John Newton,
"Help the poor and needy. Keep open house for such as are
deserving. I will allow you statedly £200 a year, and will readily
send whatever you may have occasion to draw for more" (Seeley's
Later Evangelical Fathers, p. 11).
What a mercy that salvation may enter the house of a rich
man.
3. Thirdly, on that particular day salvation entered into a house
quite unexpectedly.
When Zacchreus got up that morning he had not the least idea
that during that day he would experience the incomparable
blessing of eternal salvation from the penalty and power of sin.
It is true" he sought to see JESUS," but it was only out of curiosity.
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" Who is this Man who is the centre of interest amongst this great
crowd of people ~ Why should they gather around Him in this
way ~" It is true also that he was eager to see JESUS. He made
strenuous efforts to do so. "He ran before, and climed up into
a sycamore tree to see Him." The awakened sinner is encouraged
to seek the LORD while He may be found, and to call upon Him
while He is near. But Zacchams had no sense of sin when he
sought to see JESUS. No conviction of his lost and ruined state
had then been wrought in his heart. His endeavour to see JESUS
was of the flesh, not of the SPIRIT. Yet behind his merely fleshly
desire the Sovereign action of the SPIRIT was no doubt operating.
He was not seeking CHRIST with a longing for pardon, peace, and
salvation, but CHRIST was seeking him.
The reason why Zacchreus was so unexpectedly saved that
day was because CHRIST was seeking him. Our LORD clearly
suggests this in the tenth verse. "This day is salvation come to
this house . . . For the SON of MAN is come to seek and to save
that which u'as lost." The LORD JESUS never fails to carry out
His purpose, "He shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be
satisfied" (Isa. liii. 11). He is the Shepherd Who seeks the lost
sheep" until he find it." All the sheep whom the FATHER hath
given to Him shall come to Him, and they will come to Him,
because He, by His SPIRIT comes to them.
Zacchreus was one of His sheep, and the LORD doubtless designed
that day to save him. Only thus could salvation come to that
house.
Saul of Tarsus was saved very unexpectedly. He had no idea
of seeing the risen and glorified JESUS when he was nearing
Damascus, "breathing out threatenings and slaughter against"
the LORD'S saints, but the LORD'S eye was upon him, and the set
time to favour him had come, and that very day salvation came to
him. The risen and exalted SAVIOUR unexpectedly appeared to
him, and saved him and called him with a holy calling, not according
to his works of blasphemy and persecution, but "according to
His Own purpose and grace."
What a mighty change! At one moment he was full of energy,
and bitter in mind against JESUS of Nazareth and His followers,
and at another moment he was humbled to the dust as a sinner,
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and it was said of him, "Behold, he prayeth." Salvation is not
looked for, nor expected by the spiritually dead sinner, but when
CHRIST comes to the chosen sinner, salvation comes too.
Reader,
hath salvation come to thee and to thy house 1
4. Fourthly, salvation came on that particular day through a
Divine revelation.
Zacchreus, no doubt, thought that JESUS was a mere man,
however much He might be thought of by the crowd. But when
JESUS looked up and called him by his name, we can imagine
Zacchreus thinking, " Why He knows my name. Yet He has never
seen me before. Surely, He is more than a mere man. He must
be the SON of GOD. He must be " over all, GOD blessed for ever."
Whatever actual thoughts came to Zacchreus he was doubtless
convinced of CHRIST'S omniscience. Only a Divine Being, One
possessed with a Divine attribute, could have known his name.
This was a revelation to his soul.
But not only so. He says, "Make haste and come down."
What right has a mere man and a stranger to bid me to make
haste and come down 1 This must have been an additional
revelation to Zacchams that no mere man was speaking to him.
But He said something more. He says, "Lo I must abide at
thy house." Already we can imagine that Zacchreus was convinced
that he was a poor sinner. He felt he was in the presence of the
Holy One. But yet, sinner though he now felt himself to be,
this Divine Person condescends to say, "To-day, I must abide at
thy house." Here surely is grace. Here is one Who does not
despise a publican and a sinner. Here is One Who not only
receives sinners, but condescends to dwell where sinners dwell.
Zacchreus was broken down. In a brief space of time there flashed
through his mind that JESUS was the long-promised MESSIAH and
SAVIOUR.

JESUS is He Who is to be wounded for my transgressions and
bruised for my iniquities. He it is Who in effect says to me now
" Your sins and iniquities will I remember no more." Zacchreus
the sinner is saved. He is washed, sanctified and justified.
Salvation on that particular day came to his house. JESUS, Who
was called JESUS, because He intended to save His people from
their sins, had saved him. His salvation had come and he,
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a poor hell-deserving sinner, was saved in the LORD with an
everlasting salvation.
5. Lastly, salvation came to one who was "a son of Abraham."
"Forsomuch as he also "-sinner though he is-" iE? a son of
Abraham." But all the literal sons of Abraham are not saved.
What then does our LORD mean ~ Evidently that he was one of
Abraham's spiritual seed.
Our LORD had already spoken of a spiritual "daughter of
Abraham" (Luke xiii. 16). The Apostle Peter calls godly wives,
daughters of Abraham. (1 Peter iii. 6). The Apostle Paul says,
" They which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham."
Again, " They which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham."
All who have faith in the blood and righteousness of CHRIST are
Abraham's spiritual children. "If ye be CHRIST'S, then are ye
Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise" (Gal. iii. 7,
9, 29). Faith in CHRIST, which is "the gift of GOD" (Eph. ii. 8)
had begun to be exercised by Zacchams that very day, and believing
on the LORD JESUS CHRIST, he was saved.
The immediate evidence of this mighty change is seen in the
words which Zacchams spake to His LORD. "Behold, LORD, the
half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken anything
from any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold." Henceforth he would no longer be covetous and grasping. As GOD had
prospered him he would freely give, and liberally give to those
less well circumstanced than himself.
Henceforth he would no longer be dishonest in his business.
Nay, he would take into consideration the cases of any whom he
had defrauded, and would restore to such fourfold.
Here is an example which rich saints may well consider. Not
all may feel called to give the half of their goods to the poor, but
do all the rich saints give as liberally as they should to the LORD'S
poor, and to the LORD'S work ~ The Apostle says, "Charge them
that are rich in this world, that they be not high-minded, nor trust
in uncertain riches, but in the living GOD, Who giveth us richly
all things to enjoy; that they do good, that they be rich in good
works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate" (1 Tim. vi.
17, 18).
Thus we see that salvation came to the house of a sinner and to
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the house of one who was rich. It came unexpectedly, and by
Divine revelation. It came to one of the spiritual seed of Abraham.
No household is really happy unless its members have been saved
by Divine grace and manifestly numbered amongst the " household of faith."
Health of body may come to a house. Its occupants may be
blessed with abundance of food and raiment. They may be
learned, wealthy, and have good positions. They may move in
what is called good society. Their houses may be adorned with
pictures, a wealth of ornament, and expensive furniture. In a
word they may abound in temporal and worldly blessings. But
has salvation come to the house 1 Have its occupants become
" wise unto salvation through faith which is in CHRIST JESUS" 1
"The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in the tabernacles of
the righteous" (Ps. cxviii. 15).
THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

SUBSTITUTION.
" THE great pillar of the Christian's hope is substitution. The vicarious
sacrifice of Christ for the guilty, Christ being made sin for us that we
might be made the righteousness of God in Him, Christ offering up a
true and proper expiatory and substitutionary sacrifice in the room,
place, and stead of as many as the Father gave Him, who are known
to God by name, and are recognized in their own hearts by their
trusting in Jesus-this is the cardinal fact of the Gospel. If this
foundation were removed, what 'could we do ~ But it standeth firm
as the throne of God. We know it; we rest on it; we rejoice in it;
and our delight is to hold it, to meditate upon it, and to proclaim it,
while we desire to be actuated and moved by gratitude for it in every
part of our life and conversation. In these days a direct attack
is made upon the doctrine of the atonement. Men cannot bear substitution. They gnash their teeth at the thought of the Lamb of God
bearing the sin of man. But we, who know by experience the preciousness of this truth, will proclaim it in defiance of them confidently and
unceasingly. We will neither dilute nor change it, nor fritter it away
in any shape or fashion. It shall still be Christ, a positive Substitute,
bearing human guilt and suffering in the stead of men. We cannot,
dare not, give it up, for it is our life."-(C. H. Spurgeon's Evening
Readings for June 21st.)
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THE CORONATION OF THE CHURCH.
" And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly
places in Ohrist Jesus."-EPHESIANS ii. 6.

THE Coronation of King George VI was accompanied by the
coronation of his royal consort, Queen Elizabeth. They went
both together to be crowned in Westminster Abbey. In like
manner the coronation of the Church is associated with the
coronation of Christ, her Divine Head. There is a mystical union
between Christ and His people.
As the husband is the head of the wife, so Christ is the Head
of the Church. As the husband and the wife are "one flesh,"
and" he that loveth his wife loveth himself," so Christ and His
people are one, and they are" members of His body, of His flesh,
and of His bones." Mysterious though it may seen, the union
between a husband and his wife is analogous to the union between
Christ and His Church. As a husband nourishes and cherishes his
wife, so the Lord nourishes and cherishes the Church. The
members of the Church "are the body of Christ and members in
particular." (See Eph. v. 23-33 and 1 Cor. xii. 27).
The great Bridegroom is inseparably united to His Bride. In
a representative sense she shares His coronation and His exaltation.
She was one with Him in death, in resurrection and in His ascension,
and she will be one with Him in glory when He comes again. She
was one ~cith Him when He was cr9wned with thorns. Pilate scourged
Him and delivered Him to the soldiers to be crucified. The
soldiers took Him into th" common hall and gathered unto Him
the whole band of soldiers.
They stripped Him, and put on Him a scarlet robe, and having
plaited a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and placed a
reed in His right hand. Then they bowed the knee before Him,
and mocked Him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews!
All the sufferings of Our Lord Jesus Christ were sufferings undergone for His people. "Christ also hath once suffered for sins,
the Just for the unjust." The agony in the garden, the thorns
piercing His sacred head, the mockery of the soldiers, the spitting,
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the smiting, and the nailing to the cross, were all endured by Him
as the holy Substitute of His people. They, looking back to His
unfathomable sufferings are taught to say, " He was wounded for
our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we are
healed" (Isa. liii. 5).
Thus it might be said that He was crowned with thorns that His
people might be crowned with glory. As their Representative He
bore all the sufferings that came upon Him. Thus His sufferings
were, so to speak, theirs, for He stood in their stead. He died in
their room and stead.
They were representatively crucified with Him, because He
took their place and died in their stead. Representing all the
members of His mystical body, He redeemed them from the curse
of the law, being made a curse for them. They are regarded as
having died with Him, because He was their Surety and Substitute.
The Church so to speak died when He died. "If then," says the
Apostle, "ye were raised together with Ohrist, seek the things
that are above, where Christ is, seated on the right hand of God.
. . . For ye died (i.e., representatively), and your life is hid with
Christ in God" (Col. iii. 1-3; See also 2 Cor. v. 14, 15).
The Ohurch is also one with Him now that He is "crowned with
glory and honour."
"God, Who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He
loved us (the Church), even when we were dead in sins, hath
quickened us together with Christ, and hath raised us up together
and made us sit together in heavenly places in Ohrist Jesus"
(Eph. ii. 4-6).
Representatively then the Church is now seated with Christ
on the right hand of the Majesty on high. She is exalted and
crowned with glory and honour in union with Him.
"In virtue of the union, Covenant and vital, between Christ
and His people, His death was their death, His life is their life,
and His exaltation is theirs. Hence all the verbs used in this
connection are in the past tense. They express what has already
taken place, not what is future, not what is merely in prospect.
The resurrection, the quickening, and raising up of Christ's people,
were in an important sense accomplished, when He rose from the
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dead and sat down at the right hand of God.
The life of the
whole body is in the head, and therefore when the head rose, the
body rose. . . . It is in virtue of their union with Christ that
believers are partakers of His life and exaltation. They are to
reign with Him. The blessings, then, of which the Apostle here
speaks, are represented as already conferred for two reasonsfirst, because they are in a measure already enjoyed; and, secondly,
because the continuance and consummation of these blessings are
rendered certain by the nature of the union between Christ and
His people. In Him they are already raised from the dead and
seated at the right hand of God." (Dr. C. Hodge on Ephesians
ii. 5, 6).
" Lord Jesus, are we one with Thee ~
o height! 0 depth of love!
With Thee we died upon the tree,
In Thee we live above.
" Ascended now, in glory bright,
Still one with us Thou art;
Nor life, nor death, nor depth, nor height,
Thy saints and Thee can part.
"Soon, soon shall come that glorious day,
When, seated on Thy throne,
Thou shalt to wondering worlds display
That Thou with us art one."
(J. G. Deek).

The Church will be one with Christ when He comes again.
She will sit on His throne. He says, "To him that overcometh
will I grant to sit with Me in My throne, even as I also overcame,
and am set down with My Father in His throne" (Rev. iii. 21).
She will reign with Him. We read, "He shall reign for ever
and ever," and, " They shall reign for ever and ever" (Rev. xi. 15 ;
xxii. 5).
She will be glorified with Him. "Glorified together" (Rom. viii.
17).
She will behold and share His glory. He wills that they whom
the Father hath given Him shall be with Him where He is, and
behold His glory. And when Christ, Who is their life, shall appear,
then shall they also appear with Him in glory. (See John xvii.
24; Col. iii. 4).
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First, she will be crowned with many crowns. We read of an
incorruptible crown. (1 Cor. ix. 25.)
In what were called "the Isthmian games" the runners in the
race sought to obtain the prize in the form of a corruptible crowna crown consisting only of a garland of green leaves which
would soon fade. But the believer who runs in the Christian
race expects an incorruptible crown. The runners at Corinth ran
to obtain "a corruptible crown, but we an incorruptible." All
genuine runners in the Christian race will through grace obtain
an incorruptible crown. They are begotten "to an inheritance
incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away reserved in
heaven," and by the keeping power of God they will enter upon
the inheritance reserved for them. (1 Pet. i. 4, 5).
Secondly, we read of " a crown of righteousness" (2 Tim. iv. 8).
The Apostle said this crown was "laid up " for him. The Lord
the righteous Judge would give it to him at that day, the day of
His coming. But it was not laid up for Paul only, but for all them
that love Christ's appearing.
All believers love Him Who first
loved them, and they all more or less, love the thought of His
appearing again to welcome them into heavenly blessedness. To
such the Lord the Righteous Judge will give" a crown of righteousness," a crown that consists of righteousness.
It is a crown that is bestowed on the ground of the righteousness
of Christ imputed to all His people. It may be a fresh manifestation of the robe of righteousness wrapped round the risen and
glorified saints at the Lord's coming. It may also denote the
perfect holiness and righteousness of the heavenly state and of the
saints in heaven. No sin will "enter there and therefore no pain,
no death, no sorrow. All who love the Lord and love His appearing
will be crowned with this crown.
Thirdly, there is "the crown of life" (James i. 12).
The man that endures temptation will receive this crown. Such
a man endures to the end, because of Christ's enabling grace and
power. All believers are they who believe to the saving of their
souls. Continuity characterizes them all because Christ keeps
them. All such shall receive the crown of life, the crown consisting
in eternal life and blessedness in contrast to the everlasting punishment of the unrighteous. (See Matt. xxv. 46).
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This crown of life was promised to Christ for His people, and it
is also promised to them (see Titus i. 2; 1 John ii. 25), and the
Lord will be true to His promise. "The gift of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom. vi. 23). "Grace reigns
through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ Our Lord"
(Rom. v. 21). "Be thou faithful unto death," the Lord says,
" and I will give thee a crown of life" (Rev. ii. 10).
We read also of "a crown of glory" (1 Peter v. 4).
The Apostle is specially addressing ministers or under shepherds.
He exhorts them to "feed the flock of God" and then says,
" When the Chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown
of glory that fadeth not away."
This crown consists of the glory, splendour and blessedness of
heaven. All true ministers of the Word will receive this crown.
But it is not confined to them. The God of all grace hath called
all His people" unto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus" (1 Peter
v. 10). When Christ's glory is revealed, His people, all His people,
shall appear with Him in glory.
Finally, we read of a " crown of rejoicing." "What is our hope,
or joy, or crown of rejoicing 1 Are not even ye in the presence
of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming ~ " (1 Thess. ii. 19). The
apostle looked forward to the special joy which would fill his heart
when at the coming of the Lord he would behold those to whom
he had preached the Word and who had been blessed through His
ministry. But this joy will be mutual. The saints who have been
helped, and the minister who has been the means of helping them,
will all rejoice when they meet together at the Lord's coming.
This mutual joy is mentioned by the apostle in another Epistle.
He says, "We are your rejoicing, even as ye also are ours in the
day of the Lord Jesus" (2 Cor. i. 14).
Thus there is a glorious coronation day coming in which all the
saints shall share. Our Divine King, on Whose head will be
" many crowns" (Rev. xix. 12) will come, and then all the saints,
past, present, and to come, will receive an incorruptible crown,
a crown of righteousness, a crown of life, a crown of glory, and a
crown of rejoicing. The joy and blessedness of that coronation
day can only be fully realized when it is experienced. The coming
of the King is the great hope of the Church. May we be enabled
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to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts and to live soberly,
righteously, and godly, looking for that blessed hope.
" Oh then what raptured greetings
On Canaan's happy shore!
What knitting severed friendships up
Where partings are no more!
Then eyes with joy shall sparkle,
That brimmed with tears of late:
No longer orphans fatherless,
Nor widows desolate."
(Dean Alford).
THE EDITOR.

DO YOU BELIEVE IN ELECTION ~
Tms question is sometimes asked as if belief in election were an
optional matter with anyone who believes that the Bible is the Word
of God. In regard to belief in this doctrine there is no choice in the
matter. No Christian who believes the Bible can rightly disbelieve in
the doctrine of election. Christians may explain the doctrine differently, but they are not at liberty to reject it. We do not now propose
to explain it. All we desire to do is to state that election is associated
with God the Father. Our Lord, speaking of His Father, says, " shall
not God avenge His Own elect, which cry day and night unto Him ~ "
Evidently, then, God the Father has a people who are called" His Own
elect." The Apostle Paul says, " Who shall lay anything to the charge
of God's elect ~" He speaks of the Colossian saints as " the elect of
God." He speaks of " the faith of God's elect" (Titus i. 1). To the
Thessalonian saints he wrote, "knowing, brethren beloved, your
election of God." To the Ephesian saints the apostle says that the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ hath blessed them with all
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ according as He hath
chosen them in Christ before the foundation of the world. James says,
" Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of
the kingdom which He hath promised to them that love Him ~" All
this is the Word of God, and it plainly teaches us that the great blessing
of election which issues in " the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with
eternal glory," is associated with God the Father. In harmony with
this truth we rightly pray that God may "shortly accomplish the
number of His elect."
"LET it be carefully noted, that, speaking literally and accurately,
there is no such thing as apostolical succession. The office of the
apostles was isolated, peculiar, and distinct, and ceased with themselves. Ministers of the Churches of Christ are successors of Timothy
and Titus, but not of the apostles."-Bishop J. C. Ryle.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" For the Lord shall comfort Zion,. He will comfort all her waste places,
ancl He will make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like
the garden of the Lord,. joy and gladness shall be found therein,
thanksgiving, and the voice of melody."-IsAIAH li. 3.
WHAT a beautiful and gracious simile has the Holy Spirit been pleased
to give us in representing the Church of God as a garden! What
more pleasing to the eye and delightful to the heart than to see a
highly-cultivated and well-kept garden! How beautiful it is. How
marvellous the variety. How wonderful the many colours and how
pleasing it all is to the eye, and what a wonderful revelation it is
of the handiwork of the great Creator, as the plants, could they speak,
would declare, how" the Hand that made us is Divine."
It has pleased Him, in the text selected for our present meditation,
to describe the Church of God, His Zion, as " the garden of the Lord,"
and this takes our thoughts at once, back to the first garden spoken
of in Holy Scripture, Genesis ii. 8, where we read, " And the Lord
God planted a garden eastward in Eden."
How comes a garden except for the handiwork of the great Creator,
when we read in the previous chapter, how "in the beginning . . .
the earth was without form and void" ~ Does not this exactly
describe our state by nature? Does it not also show what the blessed
and transforming work of His is, Who as the heavenly Husbandman
of His Church, will, as our text says, " Comfort Zion; he will comfort
all her waste places, and He will make her wilderness like Eden and
her desert like the garden of the Lord."
A garden is taken out of waste ground and made attractive and
beautiful in contrast to all that it was, and it is formed to be appropriated to a more particular use. So the Church of Christ. Our
thoughts have gone to His description of her and of her lost and
undone condition by nature, and how "He found thee in a desert
land, in a waste howling wilderness."
And how truly it all enforces that the plants owned by this heavenly
Husbandman did nothing, and can do nothing in the way of planting
nor sustaining themselves. In a garden nothing that is good comes
up naturally of itself. The ground has been prepared; labour, much
and long, has been bestowed upon this once waste and unattractive,
ground. It is barren of everything but weeds and thorns and thistles,
and they grow apace indeed! And so the heavenly Gardener plants
every plant of His own garden in which He designs to see fruitful
and lovely results in grace. Such care He bestows as to " watch it
night and day," for a garden stands in need of unceasing care" and
watchfulness. There is need of watering against drought; there is
need of hoeing and digging against weeds. So the heart of every
Christian. Oh, how it melts one to think of what love and care and
23
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forbearance are bestowed upon us, who are plants of His right hand
planting; chosen, selected from others, made the dear objects of
His eye and heart, and made to adorn His garden! Does it not humble
the heart and yet make it long for fruitfulness to glorify Him? Does
it not make us long to " grow in grace," to flourish and bear fruit to
His glory, to adorn in our little appointed spot the doctrines of the
Word, to be very fruitful and to yield " more fruit" in and through
the operations of the Holy Spirit; and to glorify Him Whose we are
and Who has done all for us? He claims us as His own. He looks
for fruit unto His eternal glory. Shall we quarrel with the methods
He uses to bring about this end? If the north wind of affiiction is
called to awake, or the gentle south wind to blow, if bereaving
sorrows are sent; the winds of adversity called to "blow upon my
garden," if the cold biting winds of winter, and the dull skies of
autumn sear the leaf, and blast our schemes, it is all according to
His infinitely wise and loving heart, so that presently He will see
sure results and say, "I am come into my garden, my sister, my
spouse; I have gathered my myrrh with my spice; I have eaten
my honeycomb with my honey; I have drunk my wine with my milk;
eat, 0 friends; drink, yea drink abundantly, 0 beloved" (Song of
Sol. v. 1).
Oh, dear reader, if you and I can, by His matchless sovereign grace,
rejoice that we are plants of His right hand planting, that we were
" chosen not for good in me," as dear McCheyne said, if from among
all the dead weeds by Nature, we were brought out from the desert
and waste howling wilderness, and planted by the Lord in His garden
of grace, we shall grow as indicative of life; and He would have us
" grow up into Him in all things." He looks that we bring forth the
fruits of the Spirit and adorn His garden and yield fragrance and
delight to Him Who has done all in and for us.
These truths will humble the creature and remind us how we are
nothing and can do nothing in and of ourselves, but they lead us to
glorify Him Who is the All and in All of His people's salvation. In
our right minds, we shall then be content with all and eyery dealing
of the great Husbandman when. He sees fit to let us learn how, apart
from Him, we can do nothing. As surely as the four seasons in the
Divine appointment are needed to bring about the successful results
they do in Nature, as spring follows in resurrection life the deadness
and stillness of winter, and lovely su=er in all its beautiful verdure
is the outcome, and to be succeeded by the dying down again of
autumn, so every plant in the Lord's spiritual garden is individually
dealt with for subsequent growth, maturity, fruit-bearing, and blessing,
and all to the praise and glory of Him Who planted them.
.. Oh! Spirit on Christ's garden blow,
And cause the spices all to flow,
As grace for grace each suits :
For then will our Beloved come,
Into this garden of His own,
And eat His pleasant fruits."
(Robert Hawker, D.D., 1827.)

.....
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Dear John Newton, too, loved to write and sing of his garden and
the contemplations enjoyed therein ;"A garden contemplation suits,
And may instruction yield."

He wrote on from the survey of Nature to grace;"His Church as a fair garden stands,
'Vhich walls of love enclose;
Each tree is planted by His hands,
And by His blessing grows.
.. Believing hearts are gardens, too,
For grace has sown its seeds,
Where once, by Nature, nothing grew,
But thorns and worthless weeds.
"Such themes to those who Jesus love,
May constant joys afford,
And make a barren desert prove,
The garden of the Lord."

" After this, he (the Interpreter) led them into his garden where
was great variety of flowers, and he said, 'Do you see all these? '
So Christiana said, 'Yes.' Then said he again, ' Behold, the flowers
are diverse in stature, in quality and colour and smell and virtue,
and some are better than some; also where the gardener hath set
them, there they stand and quarrel not with one another' " (Pilgrim's
Progress, Part Il).
But space forbids our enlarging. The pen could flow on. The
subject is so vast. Our thoughts go back to Him Who loved to
frequent a garden when on earth, and Who in a garden made His
first appearance after He had risen from the dead, to a woman that
was a sinner.
We have hinted at all the necessary appointments in the making
of a garden. It is private property, selected from waste ground,
and carefully planted, tended, and preserved, whereby the handiwork
of the gardener is seen, admired, _and bears fruit. And all this sets
forth the heavenly Husbandman and His care for every plant of His
own right hand planting and that " joy and gladness shall be found
therein, thanksgiving and the voice of melody." Are you a plant
therein to His eternal praise ?

R.

" As to the question, How shall we be persuaded that it (Scripture)
<lame from God without recurring to a decree of the Church? It is
just the same as if it were asked, How shall we learn to distinguish
light from darkness, white from black, sweet from bitter? Scripture
bears upon the face of it as clear evidence of its truth, as white and
black do of their colour, sweet and bitter of their taste."-Calvin.
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Snmonf3 anll N otef3 of SetlllOnf5.
THE SERPENT LIFTED UP.
A JUBILEE SERMON BY THE LATE PASTOR J. K. POPHAM, PREACHED
AT "GALEED," BRIGHTON, ON SUNDAY EVENING, JUNE 14TH, 1931.
FIFTY years ago to-day I occupied this pulpit for the first time. It
was the second Lord's day in June, 1881. I was then in my thirtyfourth year. Then I was strong, now I am weak. God has been
good to us; good to me, and I would thank Him and praise Him
with all my heart. I had then two subjects, sin and salvation; and
I have only the same subjects to-day, sin and salvation. They are
the greatest subjects that can ever occupy the mind of man.
What I have to say this evening I shall found upon the fourteenth
and fifteenth verses of John iii.: "And as Moses lifted up the serpent
in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up, that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting
life."
There are two features in the chapter which I read that are striking.
The first is the terrible sin that Israel committed when they uttered
that awful word, " And our soul loatheth this light bread." I judge
it was the greatest sin that the nation committed in the wilderness;
because the light bread they loathed, that is, the manna, was a striking
type of Jesus Christ, the Bread of Life; and therefore to loathe that
manna which God gave them from heaven, was to despise the promised
Messiah. And it was that sin which brought the fiery serpents to
chastise and punish them, and much people of Israel died from the
bite of the fiery serpents. And the people went to Moses, and asked
him to be a mediator, and to pray for them; and God said to him,
" Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come
to pass, that everyone that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall
live." A wondrous type this, of the Lord Jesus!
The second thing in the chapter that strikes one is this, the perpetual
moving from place to place by that wandering nation. No rest here;
they were moving to the land of promise, and they were impatient.
But at the commandment of the Lord, when the cloud moved, they
moved; when it rested, they rested. Typical this of the constant
change in some way or ways that the people of God experience. "In
the world ye shall have triblllation."-" I will purge you from your
love of rest. I will purge you from the desire to just abide in that
place which is comfortable." Many a time would Israel probably
say, " This is a comfortable spot"; but the cloud moved, and they
had to leave it. And you, who are pilgrims and seeking "a city
which hath foundations, whose Builder and Maker is God," may say,
" This providence is very comfortable, we will rest in it." But God
says, " No; get you hence, get into another circumstance, experience
another difficulty." And so it is: they who "seek a city yet to
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come," say, "We are pilgrims and strangers; here have we no continuing city." You who are seeking God, do not look for a place,
a position in providence that will nourish all the lusts of your wicked
hearts. You are seeking a city, and what a mercy to be seeking
" a city which hath foundations, whose Builder and Maker is God! "
To return to the Gospel type, " As Moses lifted up the serpent in
the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up." Moses
reared up that serpent on a pole for the purpose of healing all bitten
Israelites. Each bitten man and woman, having the eye turned to
that serpent of brass, was healed. That was God's remedy for the
poison of death; that was God's remedy for all who were bitten, and
who felt the poison rankling through their veins. That was the remedy.
No leaf growing about them, no remedy they might think of, no
mineral that might appear to them should be used; simply this, a
look at the serpent. This says to sinners bitten, smitten, suffering,
fearing death, fearing hell because they know they deserve death and
hell, "There is one, and only one, remedy, and that is the Son of
man as He is lifted up." God's types are very instructive; and if we
had grace to attend to them more, we might find much more Gospel
in the Old Testament than we ever have found. This serpent is a
striking type of the Lord Jesus; not that the brass had any virtue
in it, but it was God's ordinance. The people afterward sinned in
worshipping it, so much so that Hezekiah would have no more to do
with it, and he said, " It is Nehushtan," a piece of brass and nothing
more. But as a type, as an ordinance of God, it had great value;
that is to say, the virtue flowed from God through that type, to heal
these bitten people.
" Even so must the Son of man be lifted up." What is this but
the Lord Jesus Christ crucified? That is what is intended here, as
in a chapter further on in this Gospel, Christ says, " And I, if I be
lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto Me." That is, the
death of Christ is the remedy for a sinner who is bitten, and smarting,
and fearing death. "The world has its own remedies, the professing
Church, the Church of England, the bodies of Nonconformists, have
their various remedies. But the one remedy that God has provided,
is that which men despise, and turn their backs on and trample under
their feet,-the Person and the work of Jesus Christ.
Consider for a moment the great mission on which He was sent.
You know from your Bibles that He constantly says He was
sent by His Father. He was His Father's Servant, a willing, loving
Servant. "Now the Lord God and His Spirit hath sent Me." "I
come, the Father hath sent Me." "I speak not of Myself, I speak the
words of My Father Who sent Me." "In the fulness of time God sent
forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the law." This is
God's Equal, His Fellow, and the Man of His right hand, and His
only begotten Son; this is the Eternal Word, the Creator of heaven
and earth. "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God"; a Person in the Godhead, possessing
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the Essence of Deity, with the Father eternally. And yet, though
the Father's Equal, the Father's love sent Him, and His own love
made Him willing to come. And He came, came not to be honoured
of men. If He received honour from men, it would be short; He was
honoured by His Father. At His baptism His Father said, " This is
My beloved Son in Whom I am well pleased." And" it pleased the
Father that in Him should all fulness dwell"; the fulness of eternal
love, the fulness of wisdom, the fulness of goodness, the fulness of
power and of mercy, all dwelling in this Man; in this Man, I say,
Jesus Christ. Of Him the Pharisees murmuringly said, "This Man
receiveth sinners, and eateth with them." That is the mercy of
these sinners, that He receives them, takes hold of them, and condescends to say to them, "Sup with Me." Also He "went about
doing good, and God was with Him," and sealed Him as His own sent
Servant. The mission He came upon was" to seek and to save that
which was lost." Think of it; to seek wanderers, to save lost people,
this was His mission.
How can He accomplish it? By dying. The death of Christ was
a necessity if the Church was to be saved; not a necessity in the
nature of God, but in the will of God. God willed that Christ should
be the Saviour of the Church, that He should purchase her with His
own blood, that she should live by Him, that she should be clothed
in His pure righteousness, washed in His precious blood, and be made
acceptable to God. The lifting up, therefore, here is the death of
Christ, His precious, efficacious, definite, sufficient, vicarious death.
No human words can ever adequately express the beauty and the
glory of Christ's death. Paul got a glimpse of it, and it made him
say, "God forbid that I should glory save in the death of our Lord
Jesus Christ." He could say of Christ by faith, "Who loved me,
and gave Himself for me." And is not that which every regenerated
soul wants to say? Is it not that which would make some here
happy this evening, if they could say in faith of Christ, "He loved
me and gave Himself for me. He loved me so well that He would
become Man for my sake; He loved me so well that He would endure
persecution, the contradiction of- sinners against Himself, the temptations of the devil, and to be for forty days with wild beasts; that He
would suffer His Name to be dishonoured, His Person and His glory
to be denied; and all this for the love of a wretch, a hard-hearted
wretch"? Well, this is wonderful. The death of Christ was pleasing
to His Father: "Therefore doth My Father love Me, because I lay
down My life, that I might take it again; no man taketh it from Me,
but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have
power to take it again. This commandment have I received of My
Faiher."
If we look at the causes of this death, we shall find them first of
all in God. Man is not first in the matter of salvation, God is first.
If we look to see how that Jesus Christ could come, would come, did
come, and lay down His life, we shall find the causes in God first of

The Gospel Magazine

,

843

all; not in man's misery first of all, but in God's sovereign love, His
sovereign will, His infinite goodness. It is good when the Spirit lifts
the soul up to see this; to find that God is first, first in everything,
from creation downward to salvation and" glory in the Church by
Christ Jesus." This death was for poor men, sinners of manlrind
given to Christ, that He should redeem them; given to Him by His
Father in an eternal choice of them. It was for sinners:"For sinners, Lord, Thou earnest to bleed."

This invests the death of Christ with a singular beauty; that such
was His love that even the sins, the aggravations, the guilt, the
pollution of these people could not deter Him; He would have them
all laid on Him. He would Himself have them laid on Him, according
to that wonderful Scripture in the Corinthians: "He," that is, His
Father, "hath made Him to be sin for us Who knew no sin."
Now sin is felt by all who are born again. One of the first evidences
of the new birth in a person, is that person's sense of sin, arising
from a sight of the holiness of God. If you have ~een God's eternal
holiness, you have seen your own exceeding wic~eaness. When men
naturally become religious, you will find they have no sense of this
dreadful thing-sin. When God begins, then is there lodged in the
conscience, in the mind, in the understanding, in some measure, a
sense of sin-what it is, what it deserves, what the power of it is.
Sin is not a simple word, but a word that expresses a multitude of
things-lust, pride, covetousness, idolatry, enmity against God, and
all such things. And the Son of God knew this, He knew it; and
He knew tbat to become the Saviour of His people, all this sin must
be laid on Him. Do we understand this about sin? It is a daily
experience with the people of God, a painful experience. I believe
I knew what sin was when God met with me, when I was about
seventeen years old. But ob, I knew very little then compared with
what I now know. You will grow in a sense of sin. If the Lord is
with you, you will take root downward in the knowledge of what
your nature is, what original sin is, what practical sin is; what sin
that you have committed is, what it deserves, against whom it is
committed; that you have sinned against Him Who is good, wise,
merciful; Whose providence is tender, Whose goodness fills the eartb.
You will know, you will feel what sin is; and then you will come to
believe, by the witness of tbe Spirit, that your sin, your own personal
sins, as well as original sin done by our father Adam, all God laid
on His Son.
Cbrist bad some foretastes of this. He was subject to mueh temptation, and in the Garden of Gethsemane He had a very near view of
what was before Him, the cup which He must drink. His human
will sbrank from it with the whole of His pure nature, man's nature;
but He said, "Not as I will, but as Thou wilt." And He suffered
in the judgment hall when His reputation was taken away; and in
His humiliation He opened not His mouth. You would open your
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mouth, and I would open mine, if we were unjustly charged with
crimes; unless He poured His grace into our hearts; but He, though
all these sins were on Him, opened not His mouth when He was
unjustly charged. The great, the grand, the loving, the mighty
reason of that dumbness, was that He represented people who had
no right to speak for themselves. Love was in His dumbness there.
And now the lifting up; they crucified Him, they lifted Him up
from the earth. That was a Divinely fore-ordained deed: "Him
being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God,
ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain." That
crucifixion was man's deed, but it was God's will, God's love, God's
wisdom, God's goodness. God was in it, in a sense, more than man
was; man was an instrument. God the Father had ordained it,-a
Lamb" fore-ordained before the foundation of the world." And when
they had crucified that sacred body, and when all the agony of crucifixion was endured by that sacred God-Man Christ Jesus, there was
something more. "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath
entered into the heart of man" to conceive what was behind the
crucifixion of Christ by man. It was. the love of God, it was because
God found sin on Him, it was because God would have sin removed
by Him; it was because He was to make an end of sin imputed to
Him; it was because there was to be nothing left on the Church
deserving punishment, that He was there.
There were two special ingredients in the crucifixion of Christ with
which man in crucifying Him had nothing to do. The first was the
pouring into His holy soul, into His very Person, the wrath of God.
Justice was there, God's necessary hatred of sin was there. Hatred
of sin by God is not an act of His will, it is in His nature; He must
hate sin, because He is a pure, eternal Being. 0 what did Christ
endure when what Paul says came to pass in Him: "Christ hath
redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us;
as it is written, Cursed is everyone that hangeth on a tree."
And the second ingredient in the death of Christ with which man
had nothing to do, was this-the hiding of His Father's face.
"Are you deserted?

He was too."

The desertion that the people of God experience is very painful indeed
to them; but what Christ experienced was infinitely above that. He
had been in the smile of His Father, in the bosom of His Father, the
delight of His Father, from all eternity. He had the witness of His
Father while He was on earth: "This is My beloved Son in Whom I
am well pleased." The Father glorified Him when He was on earth;
but now the supreme moment had come, and the Father forsook Him.
That is expressed in the Psalm, " My God, My God, why hast Thou
forsaken Me ?" Do you feel you deserve hell? Hell is the forsaking
of a creature by God, the punishment of a sinner by God, the consigning to an everlasting prison of a creature by God. But, oh, the
suffering of the Saviour, the hell of punishment, when His Father
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forsook Him! We deserve it, He endured it. This was the lifting up
{)f Christ. We talk about His death; do we ever get by the Holy
Spirit an entrance into what the death of Christ meant? It was not
simply a physical death. It was that, but it was death by the law,
death by the hiding of that face that had always been upon Him in
its eternal smile.
Now there is a lifting up of Christ that is general, so to speak.
Every sent minister lifts up Christ when he preaches the gospel.
When he preaches to a promiscuous congregation, the living and the
dead, Christ is lifted up. I would lift Him up well, if I could, among
you. He must be lifted up in preaching. If the ministry does not
lift up Christ, it is a dead ministry. But though that is general, and
though that is expressed by the Lord sending His disciples, and all
His sent servants, to preach the Gospel to every creature, there is a
lifting up that is different from this-that is more intimate; that is,
the Spirit's grace fulfilling Christ's promise, "He shall glorify Me;
for He shall receive of Mine, and shall show it unto you." And this
brings religion to a personal, an intimate matter. We may ask, how
many of us have had that lifting up of Christ in our soul's experience 1
Have we seen Him to be the lovely One, the loveliest of all, the most
desirable of all, the Desire of all nations, fairer than the children of
men? Have we felt His blood, His precious blood, so glorious in its
efficacy, so glorious in the pleasure it gives to His Father, in the
satisfaction it gives to the conscience, that there is nothing to be
put by the side of it? This makes Him precious, this brings a sinner
into some understanding of Peter's word, " Unto you therefore which
believe He is precious."
Now the next verse tells us why He is lifted up: "That whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have eternal life." Belief
in Christ may be mentioned in two ways. First, generally. One
would quite hope that there is not a member of this congregation
who does not believe in Jesus Christ as a great historical Person, as
a Saviour Who came to save the lost. God grant that this Chapel
may never have a congregation in it that tramples under foot Holy
Scripture, which sets forth Jesus Christ. The religious world does
that to-day, and false teachers have crept unawares into the Church
of God in all ages; and we are not proof against them without God.
I am not proof against deceit overturning my faith, if God leave me;
you are not.
But the particular way, the second way, of believing, is by living
faith, that centres in the Person and death of Christ. To this believing
person the full Christ is attractive. We understand naturally what
attraction is, and what repulsiveness. There is a singular, an inexpressible attraction in the Lord Jesus to all who have living faith.
They go to Him, they humble themselves before Him, they confess
that they are not worthy of His notice; they, like the Syro-phrenician
woman, confess that they are dogs; they are like the publican, have
no courage to lift their eyes up to heaven; but still He is an attraction,
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and they go to Him. A man is in the way to heaven who goes to
Christ. He may not be able to say of Him, " He loved me, and gave
Himself for me"; but if He cannot keep away from Christ, if he
must name Him to the Father, if he must name His righteousness
and no other, and plead His Person and death, and no other-that
man is in the way to heaven. He finds sin blocking the way, he
finds Satan tempting him, he may some day find a flood of horrible
blasphemies in his mind against the Lord Whom he is seeking; he
may go to sleep for a time, and the things of God have no attraction;
but when afresh he is moved and drawn by the eternal Spirit, the
same attraction is felt, and he wants to be right, right for eternity;
wants to make a good finish to his pilgrimage. He is a believer in
the Lord Jesus Christ.
There is a belief, not of a different nature, but of another measure,
in the Lord Jesus, when a person can say:" 0 my Jesus, Thou art mine, with all Thy grace and power;
I am now and shall be Thine when time shall be no more."

Faith lays hold of Him, embraces Him, loves Him, trusts Him; and
this is believing into Him. And what is connected with this ~ That
such a person should not perish. Perish ~ He may often perish in
his feelings and fears. Sin is such a monster, has such power, such
subtlety, that the subject of it has many, many fears. What may
come between us and the day we must die, we do not know. There
may be much tribulation, much shaking, shaking of all movable
things. "I will shake the heavens and the earth, and the sea and the
dry land. And I will shake all nations, and the Desire of all nations
shall come." But the shaking is first-to be shaken out of self, shaken
by some solemn providences, shaken by judgments, shaken by chastisement; much shaking of all things; but says Christ, "He shall not
perish"; the believer is safe. He is shaken by the devil, the enemy
of God and man, especially of the saints below. He shakes their
faith, he questions the ground of their hope, he tells them they have
no hope in God; he says there is no God. And these temptations
shake a person: "Am I right·~ Have I made a mistake ~ Have
I thought I had faith when I have not ~" The believer may be
shaken in God's providence. God may take some of his things away.
He may be so shaken that he may say with Job, " Show me wherefore
Thou contendest with me." But the word will stand; the believer
" shall not perish." Almighty Jesus is stronger than men and devils.
" I will hold him up, I will keep him." "He will keep the feet of
His saints." "None of his steps shall slide."
Now, in conclusion, I will say to some here who do not know this
blessing of full forgiveness, do not try to make your cases better than
they are; do not try to help yourselves. Go without excuses, go with
all the sins you feel, and confess them; go with all the depravity of
which you are convinced, and own it. Go with all the turpitude
of your lives, with all the wicked things you have, and confess them
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all. And lie as flat as you can, pleading the blood of Christ. Wait
there, wait there, and you will get what you go for. The Gospel is
for sinners, it is the sinner's Gospel, Christ came to save the lost. Oh
then, wait on Him. And may the Lord help you, and help all His
dear people everywhere to go on pleading this wonderful plea, this
only pleadable plea-the redemption of Jesus Christ.
" Should not perish, but have everlasting life." "I give unto My
sheep eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man
pluck them out of My hand. My Father which gave them Me is
greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of My Father's
hand. I and My Father are one." "Eternal life." A crown of life,
a crown of glory, awaiting every believer, the feeblest believer as
well as the strongest, Mr. Fearing as well as the Apostle Paul. All
of them have eternal life, no cessation. Our mortal life says there
is soon to be an end of it; eternal life means heaven, no change.
" I give unto My sheep eternal life." 0 believer, lift up your head,
your salvation draweth nigh; it is nearer than when you believed
at the first. This blessed God, Almighty God in our nature, says,
" All believers in My Person and in My death shall not perish, but
they shall have eternal life." May the Lord grant us this. 0 poor
unbelievers who may be here, you will soon lose all your pleasures,
all your wealth of pleasure, all your strength, and everything that
you value; and what then? No faith, no heaven; no faith, no
Christ in you; no Holy Spirit in you, no promises, only unbelief.
God grant you may be blessed with the washing of regeneration,
and renewing of the Holy Ghost! May the Lord grant His blessing.

EX-SERVICE MEN AND THE LORD'S DAY.
EIGHTY-THOUSAND ex-Service men and women were reviewed in
Hyde Park, London, on the Lord's Day, June 27th. The review
took place at 2.30 p.m. In order to enable the men and women to
assemble "more than 100 special long-distance trains" were to be
run by the main-line railways from all parts of the country on the
morning of the Lord's day. Train services from 600 main line and
local stations were to be provided, and return train services were
arranged to leave on Sunday evening. All this involved a great crowd
of spectators. Impressive scenes were witnessed at the London
railway stations as the ex-Service men arrived in large contingents
from the country. Groups of these men, we are told, gathered
together in tea shops and public-houses to talk of the days of the war.
Yet God Himself has said, " Remember the sabbath day, to keep it
holy." England is referred to as a Christian country. The ministers
of the Church of England frequently read the fourth Commandment
in the Churches, and the people respond, " Lord, have mercy upon us
and incline our hearts to keep this law." How little there is, however,
of a consciousness of the sin of sabbath desecration.
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DESPISED.

ONE day in the September of two years ago, I went with others and
our young relatives for a picnic at the seaside. I proposed, and
most joined in the erection of a large sand breakwater. The tide was
hopefully rising, and we looked for the twofold joy, first of watching
the resistance which our building offered to the waves, then of beholding its complete demolition. The tide of the previous day had been
unusually high. We built, within one or two feet of the watermark.
Presently as we watched and hoped, it became too sadly evident that
the tide was going out; the castle was left high and dry, a monument
of the ignorance of the chief engineer, and of labour lost. The tide
had despised it. We left the shore when the time came to do so. It
would be weeks, if not months, before there was so high a tide again,
and whether the building was ruthlessly destroyed by hands, or was
eventually washed from off the face of the earth, I shall never know.
Somehow, I was sorry about it. It reminded me of such verses as
that in Psalm liii., " Thou hast put them to shame, because God hath
despised them": or of what God said to His Israel in Amos v. 21,
" I hate, I despise your feast days, and I will not smell in your solemn
assemblies. Though you offer Me your burnt offerings and your
meat offerings, I will not accept them; neither will I regard the peace
offerings of your fat beasts." These offerings were according to the
law which God Himself had given. But when, with them, the Lord
saw that there was no judgment, no righteousness, but rather a blind
devotion to self-made objects of worship, He said that His people
must go into captivity until the day came when He, in His mercy,
would return and bring them repentant back. He would reduce
them to an acknowledgment of Him, and then He would acknowledge
them.
To those who love God, and count His favour their chief good, it
must be an anxiety if they feel that He is not regarding them. A dear
friend divulged one time, that she was not very happy, because everything was so smooth in mind, body, and estate, that she wondered
if all was well. There seemed to be so little intimation of the Lord's
thinking about her. The disciples on the Lake, on the other hand,
thought that the magnitude of the troubles showed His regardlessness.
David also thought that God had forgotten to be gracious, because
his sorrows and difficulties went on and on. My friend wanted the
Lord to acknowledge her in her fears. The patterns of faith and love
in the Bible wanted the same strength and help to meet them in their
straits. The one was suspicious for want of any notice being taken
of her, the others because their visitations were so overwhelming.
Jeremiah prayed, "0 Lord correct me, but with judgment, not in
Thine anger, lest Thou bring me to nothing." He knew, as did the
psalmist in Psalm vi. 1, that he was weak. How little he could stand
of the Lord's teaching; but to be left alone, he could not bear the
thought of that. "Be not silent unto me, lest, if Thou be silent unto
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me, I become like unto them that go down to the pit." There is no
hope in the pit, and who that has no hope ever prays? While we
pray, we of necessity hope, and while we hope in God we are not forgotten of Him, although the prayer is lengthened out, and heavily so.
"He will regard the prayer of the destitute, and not despise their
prayer." The Lord wept with His sorrowing friends, but there and
then looked up to His Father and thanked Him, saying,'" I knew that
Thou hearest Me always." Even to the grave for our sakes. He
mourned, prayed, and gave thanks at the same time. Mary and
Martha had thought Him too slow in coming, but when the day of
Lazarus's resurrection closed in on them, how sweetly they would
sing from the twenty-second psalm, "~ hath not despised nor
abhorred the affliction of the afflicted, ne~!~er hath He hid His face
from him, but when he cried unto Him He heard. My praise shall
be of Thee in the great congregation. . . . They shall praise the
Lord that seek Him."
I was at the sea-side again last month. The tides were up in the
afternoon and evening, and for the first ten days it seemed as if we
would have to be content with a gentle lapping, an unwilling sort of
flood, with little life in it. I thought again of my poor sand castle;
the sea scorned me. But on the last two days, the wind blew and the
waters rose, dashing themselves freely and abundantly on the rocks.
The wind blew, it came from His hand Who keeps it. We heard
the sound thereof and we saw the effects thereof. "He remembers
us in our low estate, for His mercy endureth for ever."
FOLLOWER-ON.

THE ONLY TRUE FAITH.
" LET us now understand that the only true faith is that which the
Spirit of God seals on our hearts. Nay, the modest and teachable
reader will find a sufficient reason in the promise contained in Isaiah,
that all the children of the renovated Church ' shall be taught of the
Lord' (Isa. liv. 13). This singular privilege God bestows on His elect
only, whom He separates from the rest of mankind. . . . God ha:ving
been pleased to reserve the treasure of intelligence for His children,
no wonder that so much ignorance and stupidity is seen in the
generality of mankind. In the genemlity, I include even those specially
chosen, until they are ingrafted into the body of the Church. Isaiah,
moreover, while reminding us that the prophetical doctrine would
prove incredible not only to strangers, but also to the Jews, who
were desirous to be thought of the household of God, subjoins the
reason, when he asks, 'To whom hath the arm of the Lord been
revealed? ' (Isa. liii. 1). If at any time, then, we are troubled at the
small number of those who believe, let us, on the other hand, call to
mind, that none comprehend the mysteries of God save those to whom
it is given."-(Calvin's Institutes, Vol. I, p. 96.)
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PRAISES TO OUR KING.

o COME

ye saints of God most High,
Your Saviour's praises sing;
Tell of His goodness and His grace,
Extol your Heavenly King.
Recall that He from olden time
For evermore hath been;
That He the eternal Son of God
Did purpose to redeem.
His heart was set upon His Bride,
The Father's gracious gift;
And for her ransom He came down,
To save her from her guilt.
For her He suffered on the tree,
Instead of her He died;
He drank the cup of penal wrath,
To save His chosen Bride.
He rose triumphant o'er the grave;
She now is justified;
His righteousness imputed is
To her for whom He died.
Ascended now at God's right hand,
He ever lives to save,
The corners unto God by Him,
Who for His grace doth crave.
When God His Father hath prepared,
The footstool of His feet,
From heaven with"shouting He will come,
His Own Beloved to greet.

o then the Bridegroom will rejoice,
And happy too the Bride,
When she the ransomed of His choice,
Shall with Him e'er abide.

o then,

take heed, ye saints of God,
To all these truths of grace;
Let comfort, hope, and peace be yours,
Till ye behold His face.
February, 1936.
T. HOUGHTON.

;
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BISHOP J. C. RYLE ON THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD. /
(SEE LUKE IV. 25-30.)
"WE learn for another thing, how bitterly human nature dislikes the
doctrine of the sovereignty of God. We see this in the conduct of the
men of Nazareth, when our Lord reminded them that God was under
no obligation to work miracles among them. Were there not many
widows in Israel in the days of Elijah? No doubt there were. Yet
to none of them was the prophet sent. All were passed over in favour
of a Gentile widow at Sarepta. Were there not many lepers in Israel
in the days of Elisha? No doubt there were. Yet to none of them
was the privilege of healing granted. Naaman the Syrian was the
only one who was cleansed. Such doctrine as this was intolerable to
the men of Nazareth. It wounded their pride and self-conceit. It
taught them that God was no man's debtor, and that if they themselves were passed over in the distribution of His mercies, they had
no right to find fault. They could not bear it. They were 'filled
with wrath.' They thrust our Lord out of their city, and had it not
been for an exercise of miraculous power on His part, they would,
doubtless, have put Him to a violent death.
" Of all the doctrines of the Bible none is so offensive to human
nature as the doctrine of God's sovereignty. To be told that God
is great, and just, and holy, and pure, man can bear. But to be told
that' He hath mercy on whom He will have mercy,' that' He giveth
no account of His matters,'-that it is ' not of Him that willeth, nor
of him that runneth, but of God That showeth mercy,'-these are
truths that natural man cannot stand. They often call forth all his
enmity against God, and fill him with wrath. Nothing, in short, will
make him submit to them, but the humbling teaching of the Holy
Ghost.
" Let us settle it in our minds that, whether we like it or not, the
sovereignty of God is a doctrine clearly revealed in the Bible, and a
fact clearly to be seen in the world. Upon no other principle can we
ever explain why some members of a family are converted, and others
live and die in sin,-why some quarters of the earth are enlightened
by Christianity, and others remain buried in heathenism. One
account only can be given of all this. All is ordered by the sovereign
hand of God. Let us pray for humility in respect of this deep thing.
Let us remember that our life is but a vapour, and that our best
knowledge compared to that of God is perfect folly. Let us be thankful for such light as we enjoy ourselves, and use it diligently while we
have it. And let us not doubt that at the last day the whole world
shall be convinced, that He Who now' gives no account of His matters'
has done all things well."-(Bishop Ryle's Expository Thoughts on
St. Luke, Vol. I, pp. 121, 122.)
" CHRIST'S followers do best in company, provided it be their own
oompany."-Matthew Henry.

352

The Gospel Magazine
NATURAL AND SPIRITUAL BIRTHS.

A RECENT article for the young had the following statement about
natural births: "In some ways all babies are just alike, and one of
them is thjs: No baby has any choice about the how, when, and where
of his arrival. That sounds difficult, but it works out like this:
Prince Edward could no more help being born in a palace than Tommy
Cole's baby sister could help being born in a little four-roomed house
in a row; it is no more the fault of the little English baby that he
has a white skin and a fair head than of the little Zulu baby that
his skin is black and his head is all woolly. You see the baby himself
has no say in the matter; he is born just where the providence of
God arranges it for him, whether in a rich home or a poor one, English
or Indian, Christian or heathen. It is all as God wills."
We believe that what is thus said of natural births is true also of
spiritual births. No sinner has any choice about the how, when, ana
where of his regeneration. He has no choice as to the place where
he experiences the new birth. It right be in a palace or in a cottage;
it might be in England or in India. He" has no say in the matter.
He is born just where the providence of God arranges it for him. . . . It
is all as God wills." He is " born, not of blood, nor of the will of
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God." "Of God's Own will
begat He us" (John i. 13; James i. 18).
The regeneration and salvation of a sinner is due not to man's
free will but to the will of God. He says, " I will have mercy on whom
I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have
compassion. So, then, it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that
runneth, but of God that showeth mercy" (Rom. ix. 15, 16). It is
of God's sovereign and gracious will that a sinner is quickened and
regenerated, and led, after regeneration, to trust in Christ's blood and
righteousness, and thus to come into the enjoyment of God's salvation.
No encouragement is given in Scripture to the doctrine that a
sinner must take the first step, and then God will do the rest. It is
God Who begins the work. He quickens, He regenerates, He gives
repentance, He gives faith, He justifies, He saves. No flesh is to
glory in His presence. (See Eph. ii. 1; John i. 13; Acts v. 31 ;
Eph. ii. 8; Rom. vili. 30, 33; 2 Tim. i. 9.)

OUR HIDING-PLACE.
"But lo! a gracious voice I heard,
And mercy's heavenly form appeared;
She led me on with smiling face,
To Jesus as my Hiding-place."

JESUS i the Hiding-place, the Refuge of the convicted sinner. He
bare the sinner's sins in His Own body on the tree. He suffered, the
Just One for the unjust, and hiding in Him, the believing sinner is
saved and safe.
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Jt)oung folhs' lPage.

A BABY'S CRY.
THERE are two little children I want to tell you about this month,
who both came safely through a time of great danger. One was a
little English girl in China at the beginning of this century; and the
other was a little Hebrew boy in Egypt hundreds of years before
the coming of Christ.
To start with, the English baby-her name was Nora-and her
father and mother in 1900 were missionaries in a big Chinese town.
The year 1900 in China may mean nothing to you, but if you asked
anyone over fifty, they would say at once, "It was the year of the
Boxer rising! " and there would be a sort of horror in their voices.
All I can tell you now is that among the Chinese a great wave of
hatred towards foreigners was stirred up, and they turned on the
missionaries, killing many of them, and destroying all their possessions.
Now when the trouble came to the town where the Conways lived,
Baby Nora was only six weeks old. There were two other missionaries, a lady and a young doctor; so when the Chinese Christians
warned them to flee, they were a party of five. They could not get
out of the city because the whole countryside was swarming with
their enemies, so all they could do was to hide, and the only place
to hide in was a loft over a barn stacked with corn. The loft was
supposed to be haunted, and the only way in was by a trap-door
in the ceiling of the barn. They got in by clambering on top of the
corn, though it must have been awkward with the baby to be carried.
However, they all got in safely, and were very thankful that God had
provided a hiding-place for his servants.
But what a place it was! The room was quite bare, and all falling
to pieces, so that anybody from the windows of near-.by houses could
easily see in. Only one corner was screened from view, and here
they encamped. It was scorchingly hot, the place was teeming with
insects, and they were kept on the strain continually by fresh alarms
from the rioters in the barn below and in the courts around. Some
food was passed through the trap-door occasionally, but they were
very uncomfortable, because they did not dare to move, or even
speak aloud, and they had no water to wash in and no clothes to
change, though they were dripping with perspiration. Here they had
to stay at least three days and two nights, and you can imagine what
it was for Baby Nora. The little mite had had only six weeks of
life, but they had been weeks of the tenderest care and nursing, and
you would think she would notice the difference at once. Babies are
very quick to protest if all is not well with them, and they have" no
language but a cry." A baby's cry can be most penetrating. In
the first few weeks after the Duke of Kent's little girl was born,
the newspaper reported that all the neighbours could hear her lusty
crying. But the wonderful thing about little Nora is that all through
24
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that dreadful time, she never cried at all! If she had, it would have
revealed the missionaries' hiding-place at once. But never once was
little Nora's voice heard all through those awful days.
By the mercy of God, Nora's party were preserved; but I cannot
tell you more of their adventures, because it is the Hebrew baby's
turn. You have probably guessed already that his name was Moses,
and you will remember that when Pharaoh's cruel order came to
kill the boy babies, his mother Jachebed hid him till he was three
months old. Then she put him in a little ark among the rushes by
the river. When the Princess came down to bathe, and seeing the
ark sent her ladies to fetch it, do you not think the watching Miriam
must have been in an agony of fear? What would the great lady
do when she saw the baby in the ark? If I had been Miriam I should
have been hoping and hoping that Moses would begin to smile and
chuckle when he was discovered. He was such a beautiful baby,
and surely not even a Princess could resist the charm of his little
face wreathed in smiles. But what did happen? "Behold, the babe
wept!" And the Princess's heart was stirred, and she had compassion on him.
I think I can see the hand of God in both these true stories of how
a baby was kept safe in terrible danger. The same great Almighty
God Who let the tears of the infant Moses move the heart of Pharaoh's
daughter, looked down on little Nora thousands of years later and
kept her from the crying that would have led to her ruin. Can you
realize that the Lord takes notice of such a little ordinary thing
as a baby's cry?
He does more than this. When the time comes for Him to save
some who are dead in trespasses and sins, He first of all gives them
life by His Spirit, and then like the helpless babes they are, they
begin to cry. It is a cry for help and deliverance and mercy, because
the Holy Spirit shows them that they have no power of themselves
to help themselves; and that is a cry that the Heavenly Father always
hears and answers. His ear is ever open to that cry, and His Spirit
leads the crying sinner to see that Jesus is his Saviour. Have you
found out that you are as weak and helpless as a little baby, and that
you can do nothing to save yourself? Or are you still trying to be
good, and thinking you will get to heaven because you try so hard?
It takes the might of the Spirit of God to show you your need, but
if you do know something of it, do not give up hope because you
seem to cry in vain. He Who has begun a good work in you will surely
perform it, and will be " very gracious unto thee at the voice of thy
cry. "
DAMARIS.
" THE God that anointed Christ determined what should be done to
Him pursuant to that anointing; He was anointed to be a Saviour,
and therefore it was determined He should be a Sacrifice, to make
atonement for sin."-Matthew Henry.
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In JllelUoriam.
PASTOR J. K. POPHAM, OF BRIGHTON.
ON June 17th a kind friend at Brighton, one of the deacons at Galeed
Chapel, Brighton, wrote to us saying, "Mr. Popham passed peacefully away early this morning." Thus terminated the long life on
earth of a distinguished and well-known Strict Baptist Minister. If
he had lived till Dec. 20th he would have reached the very advanc.ed
age of ninety. For fifty-four years he had been Pastor at Galeed
Chapel. During that long period he had faithfully preached the
Gospel of God's grace to the large congregation that regularly assembled
within its walls, besides travelling all over the country to preach the
same Gospel to others. We first heard of him when we were living
in Bath. A member of our own congregation, who had been brought
up in a Strict Baptist family, used to walk annually about eight or
nine miles to hear Mr. Popham preach at some Chapel in the neighbourhood of Bath. In more recent years some visits to Brighton
brought us into touch with Mr. Popham. Our review of a volume
of his sermons in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE led him to write words of
thanks to us. A kind friend who put us up at Brighton took us to
hear Mr. Popham at his week-night service, and we received an
invitation to tea, and on two or three subsequent occasions we called
on him, and all this led to occasional correspondence. The last time
we saw Mr. Popham was at the Sovereign Grace Conference, held
in May, 1936, at Grove Chapel, London. He preached twice that
week; once at Grove Chapel on the Tuesday, and once at the famous
Moravian Chapel in Fetter Lane, London, at a dinner-hour service
on the Thursday. That afternoon he returned to Grove Chapel, and
sat on the platform listening to the three addresses given. He took
our arm as we descended from the platform, and made some kind
remarks about some of the things he had heard. Tea followed and
more conversation, and he left to catch his train to Brighton.
We understand that he continued to preach till a few weeks ago,
and now his voice on earth is silent, and will never again be heard
unfolding the great truths concerning sin, redemption, and salvation.
We belonged to different sections of the Christian Church, and no
doubt on some comparatively unimportant matters we should differ.
Such differences, however, were never mentioned in the few conversations we had together. On the great foundation truths we were
at one, and we mutually felt we were brethren in the Lord. Before
we met, I had heard that there were two divisions of the Strict Baptists,
but with one small exception these differences were never mentioned
between us, and we believe that all Strict Baptists will feel that a
great man of God has been removed from the Church militant here
on earth to the Church triumphant in heaven. It was with special
interest and pleasure that a few years ago our kind host at Brighton
took us to the week-night service at Galeed Chapel. We found the
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Chapel practically full, and were deeply impressed with the quietude,
reverence, and solemnity with which the worshippers took their places,
and waited for the service to begin. Mr. Popham's opening prayer
impressed us with the deep sense he had of the enormity of sin. He
had a clear voice, and he spoke remarkably good English. He read
the Scriptures clearly and well, and he preached an excellent sermon,
lasting for about fifty minutes, without a note. He seemed never at
a loss for a word, and we did not wonder that wherever he went
large numbers of those who valued the great doctrines of grace, flocked
to hear him. We imagine that he was the chief minister amongst the
Strict Baptists. His services at Galeed were of the simplest character.
There w.as no instrument to play the tunes, and no choir. The people
evidently gathered for worship, and to hear the Word of God. We
honour him for his steadfast and uncompromising adherence to all
the great Evangelical truths, and for his unswerving avoidance of
everything worldly in the services of his Chapel. . On one Sunday
in the year there were collections for the poor, and we were informed
that over one hundred pounds were given.
We live in days when in the Church of England, and in the Free
Churches, the pure Gospel of God's grace is seldom heard, and when
formalism in worship abounds. The flesh is catered for by grand
choirs, anthems, solos, and all manner of worldly attractions. He
was a man who stood foursquare against all these things and against
the growing and alarming apostacy from Evangelical truth which
now characterizes a large part of the professing Church. For such
a man's ministry we thank God. May the Lord raise up more such
men, if it be His will. We do not suggest that the ministry of all
faithful men will be as encouraging in regard to numbers as was
Mr. Popham's.· The tendency is the other way. Men turn away
their ears from the truth, and will not endure sound doctrine. But
true ministers of the Gospel will not pander to the depraved tastes of
a fallen world, but will seek by Divine grace to preach always and
everywhere the Word of Truth, whether men will hear or whether
they will forbear from hearing.
Mr. Popham was for many years the Editor of the Gospel Standard.
Two volumes of his sermons have been published, and one of his
sermons has been published monthly for over twenty-eight years.
'The last, published in June, was No. 34:2, and was preached on
Jan. 10th last.
Some " Extracts from letters" which we occasionally received will
indicate what manner of man he was.
On June 12th, 1928, he wrote: "Forty-seven years ago last Lord's
day I first spoke at Galeed, and forty-five years and nine months I
have been the unworthy Pastor. Sometimes I am too ashamed to
lift up my head, and can only exclaim, 0 my sins! Sometimes I am
well nigh overcome with a sense of God's goodness to me, and say,
o the goodness, forgiveness, helps, deliverances, and faithfulness of
God! "
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On June 29th, 1931, he wrote: "I am more and more concerned
to have a clear and good experience of the glorious Gospel of God,
to feel His everlasting love, His precious blood, His justifying righteousness all to be my own by Divine gift in my heart."
On Oct. 7th, 1932, he wrote: "As you have been so kindly interested
in the Jubilee Services, and sent me that beautiful word of David's,
I think you will be interested in the accompanying Memorial and
the hymns sung. The congregations were good. I suppose there
were 1500 people present. Mr. Gosden's text was Romans vi. 17.
He preached well, set forth the Lord in delivering the doctrine. My
text was Romans i. 16, 17. My standard for preaching I never reach,
so I failed as usual. Many felt that prayer was answered, that the
Lord would be present and accept us in the services."
On Dec. 27th, 1932, he wrote: "That so holy and glorious a God
should stoop to make some little use of me in His Church is an infinite
wonder. Oh that I could render praise and worship, however inadequate to Him."
On Nov. 9th, 1933, he wrote, "I received a few days since your
book Buchmanism for review. A notice will (D.V.) appear in January,
1934. How unspeakably terrible is the day we are in. It would
seem that the enemy knows his time is short in regard to the present
dispensation. The Oxford Group Movement appears to me to be
one of Satan's masterpieces. Otherwise how is its rapid spread and
influence to be accounted for? It suits the excitement of the present
time, and appeals to the sensual nature of man. But its greatest
evil is its utter anti-Scriptural character, its grievous misuse of the
term 'the cross,' and the absence of any reference to the blood of
Christ. . . . The sermon you mention in the Bible League Quarterly
was there by special request of the Secretary who was present in
Galeed when it was preached."
On July 9th, 1934, he wrote: "My wife and I were shocked last
evening to hear of the death of Mrs. Houghton, and hasten to express
our deep sympathy with you in so great an affliction, loss, and pain.
May you be powerfully helped to bow before your Lord, and submit
with a Spirit-given submission to the good will of Him that dwelt
in the Bush. . . . You will have the comfort of knowing your beloved
wife is absent from the body and present with the Lord."
On Dec. 18th, 1934, he wrote: "I am alone and desolate, for the
Lord has taken to Himself my dear wife. Mter a most painful and
suffering illness. She died yesterday on her seventy-first birthday.
She is absent from the body and present with the Lord. To me the
loss is very very great. Pray for me. I know you can sympathize
in this great sorrow."
On Dec. 24th, 1935, he wrote: "On my birthday, memories
crowded into my mind. I remembered that when I was about seventeen years old a consultation of two doctors was held, and I overheard
-my hearing was acute-one of them saying to the other, 'poor
fellow, he has only about six months to live.' However, God's mind
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was otherwise. His ways have been wonderful to me. From an
entirely worldly family He called me, in spite of my nervousness,
weakness, ignorance of Himself and His Word. . . . He has borne
with me, and humbled Himself to behold me, given me His Word
and fulfilled it in me and by me. I desire grace to live to the praise
of the glory of His grace."
His last letter to us was dated Jan. 8th, 1937; he wrote: "I can
use as my own Hart's words, 'Rich of mercy, poor of grace.' And
the rich mercy does not dry up, it endureth for ever. Oh that I could
know and love Christ more, and live on, in, and for Him the remainder
of my days. His patience and goodness I can never sufficiently
extol. To you and to myself to preach the unsearchable riches of
Christ must be a greatest joy and comfort. . . . Some months since
you inserted an extract from something of mine. One of our deacons,
a great sufferer, is confined to his house, read it, and found such a
blessing in it, he wished you to know. . . . Oh if but Christ is lifted
up by us, if the heavenly savour of His precious Name be spread,
and fills some soul or souls by our speaking, the honour put on us
is infinite."
Now the aged preacher is with the Lord Whose unsearchable riches
he loved to proclaim. May the God of all comfort, comfort His
family and his congregation.
A

DEACON'S TESTIMONY

One of Mr. Popham's deacons (Mr. S. F. Paul) wrote: "His was
indeed a wonderful ministry and very much owned of God during
its long continuance to us as a Church here, and to the various
Churches connected with us. . . . His end was a happy one. Conscious until the last day or two, he declared again and again how
happy he was at the near prospect of death, feeling all sin forgiven
and the sting of death removed."
THE FUNERAL.

The Sussex Daily News for Wednesday, June 23rd, says:"There were wonderful scenes on Monday at Brighton, at the
funeral of the Rev. J. K. Popham, for fifty-five years Pastor at Galeed
Strict Baptist Chapel, Gloucester Road.
" Miss Mary Davey, aged 105, of Stanford Avenue, Brighton, who
had been throughout the fifty-five years a member of Galeed, and
was one of his great friends, was present at the funeral.
" She attended the service in Galeed Chapel, and at the graveside,
too, in the Brighton and Preston Cemetery; and she was one of those
who took a last look in the grave where the mortal remains were
reposing.
" Galeed Chapel was crowded, both on the floor and in the gallery,
with friends who had assembled from many parts of England in
affection for a beloved Ininister. The three vestries were filled, and
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people were standing in the corridor and on the staircase leading to
the gallery.
"The Chief Constable of Brighton (Captain W. J. Hutchinson)
arranged for the parking of the cars which were used. Southdown
motor-coaches, five double-decked and one single-decked, were in
Frederick Place, private cars in Frederick Street, and taxis in Over
Street. There were seventy-five cars at the cemetery, and it is thought
the assembly at the graveside approached a thousand.
" The Rev. James Kidwell Popham, who resided at 10, Harrington
Road, Brighton, and who passed away on Thursday, in his ninetieth
year, had long been a great leader of the Strict Baptist denomination.
" His writings and printed sermons went to many countries of the
world. His leadership continued till his last brief illness, and he
preached his last sermon in Galeed Chapel only about two weeks ago.
" He was a Lancashire man, one of a family of eleven, and he is
survived by five children, thirteen grand-children and a great-grandson.
His elder son, who was an Army Captain, is with his wife and three
children in Pondoland, where he holds a Government appointment;
and his younger son is the Rev. A. E. Popham, Vicar of Boxgrove,
near Chichester.
" Sunday's services, at both of which the Chapel was filled, had
been conducted by the Rev. J. H. Gosden, Pastor of the Maidstone
Church, and formerly one of Mr. Popham's deacons at Galeed. He,
too, conducted Monday's funeral service in the Chapel, and also in
the Brighton and Preston Cemetery Chapel; at the graveside, prayer
was offered by the Rev. J. Delves, Pastor of the Clapham Church, he,
too, a former deacon of Mr. Popham at Galeed.
" Members of the Strict Baptist Church came from many parts of
England to be present. To Miss Popham, the Pastor's daughter, the
number of letters and telegrams sent approached two hundred."

PASTOR J. K. POPHAM.
A PERSONAL NARRATIVE.
I CALLED to see Mr. J. K. Popham on Friday morning, June 12th,
1931, at his house in Brighton.
He told me that fifty years ago on that day and date, he came to
Brighton for the first time to preach at Galeed Chapel. He was then
at Liverpool feeling that his work there was done. He had sent a
letter to a godly couple at Leicester. The wife there had said, "Mr.
Marshall would like to see this." Mr. Marshall was one of the deacons
at Galeed, Brighton. It was this letter, sent to and seen by Mr.
Marshall, which led to Mr. Popham being invited to preach at Galeed,
and this led after many exercises of soul to his accepting the pastorate
there.
He was very careful not to indicate in any way any desire for the
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post, and was very slow in deciding to accept it. He was earnestly
desirous to follow only the Lord's leading in the matter.
In the interval he was offered the pastorate of West Street Chapel,
Croydon, and many there were keenly desirous that he should accept
it. It was a great temptation to go there. The stipend would have
been £500 a year. At that time he had a little family he wished to
educate. Moreover, the congregation was large and influential, and
the opportunity of usefulness great, but he felt he must beware of
allowing the mere prospect of a large stipend to influence him. Eventually, being convinced of God's manifest leading, he accepted the
pastorate of Galeed Chapel, Brighton.
The deacons there suggested that they could guarantee £250 a
year, but would rather give him all that was left after paying expenses.
P"e assented to this, and that was all that passed about money matters
from that day to this.
Now for about fifty years he had ministered in that one place, and
it is clear that God had greatly encouraged him.
One godly woman when she heard him preach first at Galeed Chapel,
said to herself, " Arise, anoint him: this is he."
A lady member at West Street Chapel, Croydon, had decided to
give him a carpet, if he came there, but then said, " I won't give it
him now." Afterwards she repented and gave it to him, and he
said he still had it in use upstairs.
He told me that he had often been impressed with the text, " Be
thou faithful unto death," and he had often prayed that he might
be kept faithful.
When about to leave I took hold of his arm and said, "Won't
you offer a short prayer before we (i.e., Mr. James White and I)
leave 1" He said, "Won't you pray 1" I said, "Well you are
older than I am." Whereupon we knelt, and he offered up a beautiful
prayer, showing his deep sense of sin and praying for his and our
children that they may have" the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost."-(Written June 15th, 1931, T. Houghton,
Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.)
JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH.
"THAT strong bastion of our Reformed Church is Justification by
Faith; erected' upon the foundation of the apostles and prophet&Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner-stone.' That gone, the
temple is taken, the ark is in captivity; 'from the daughter of Zion,
all her beauty is departed.' What, then, if there never grow up over
the desolate courts of the Lord's House, the thorns and thistles, and
all those rank growthS, whose names are in the Breviary of abominations indigenous to Romanism 1 Satan is well content. The land is
desolate. The work is done. A greater display of ruin, might make
it only less permanent"-(Bishop M'Ilvaine in Righteousness by Faith,
p. 51.)
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Qtorn5:'ponllence.
AN OLD BUT FRAGRANT LETTER.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

81, LEIGHAM COURT ROAD,
STREATHAM, S.W.16,
July 3rd, 1931.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-I was reading the GOSPEL MAGAZINE as I do
each month, and felt I should like to let you know how much I enjoy
it, but I am not able now to write as I should like to do; so said to
my daughter, "I should like to tell Mr. Houghton, that there a,re
very many who read his writings in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE with mucl
pleasure, that he never hears of." She said, "Well, you scribble it
down, and I will copy it." My desire is, to cheer or comfort you. But
you will say, Who are you? Well," I am a sinner great, I am a sinner
tall, I am a sinner every whit, I am a sinner all."
I am eighty-four years old, and have been connected with Grove
Chapel, Camberwell, for fifty years; and before that, was a member
of Ebenezer Chapel, Clapham, for just as long as David was king in
Hebron. I have looked upon the Mosque under which is the cave,
that was in the field of Mackpelah, where Jacob was buried.
I love to think of the Lord's dealings with His children. I have sat
on the Mount of Olives, and been to that place called the place of a
skull outside Jerusalem-also to Nazareth, where Jesus spent much
time, and in the Garden where He suffered. He will say to you, " Well
done, good and faithful servant, enter into the joy of the Lord." It
is the love of God, in the children of God, that we love.
With much Christian love.
I am,
Yours sincerely,
WALTER PEACOCK.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-Our distributors are often asked, " Have you a book
for me," and it rejoices their heart to be able to respond with a little
well-chosen literature for reading at sea. They say that the monotony
of life on shipboard helps them, for the men are ready to read anything. A distributor writes this month, "I hardly know what to say
to you for this, another excellent consignment of books and magazines.
Once again you seem to have taken especial care in picking that which
is most useful, not only for our Library use, but also for general
distribution among the men. Our missioners board the vessels every
day, and meet all conditions of men, and you seem to have enclosed
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something that is suitable for them in every condition. If I get to
Bristol at any time (my home is at Plymouth) I shall make a point
of calling upon you and explaining personally just how much your
books are valued, and I am sure you will not only be thrilled, but
permanently blessed by the knowledge. We are sorry to learn that
you are still very weak, but myself feel much cheered to know that
in face of all, your faith never wavers." Another writes, "both my
wife and self desire to thank you for your kind gift of books and cards.
It is very thoughtful of you to remember us and our work. We would
much value your prayers. We do not forget the words, 'Cast thy
bread upon the waters.' It may be ' after many days' the reaping is
promised, but we are confident that it is sure. Not that we do not
receive tokens of how the seed is taking root. We do, and also of
steady progress and growth in grace, yet, after all, it is a work of
faith. We were sorry to hear from our friend when he called upon
you how weak you are. Again thanking you." A kind personal
helper has recently been called home after a lengthened and distressing
and very painful illness of cancer. Dear saint of God what a change
after pain and storm to calm and rest for ever with the Saviour who
loved him and Whom he delighted to serve. The Lord comfort the
widow and family left behind.
Yours sincerely,
21 Firfield Street, Totterdown,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, 4. July 3rd, 1937.

"AND THEY SHALL SEE HIS FACE."
(REVELATION xxii. 4.)
DEAR Saviour, what a bond Thou art,
With Christians, living far apart;
Though sea, or river flow between,
E'en there Thou art, Thou Great Unseen.
Oh! what a day. that day will be,
When all shall meet eternally;
Then we shall see Thee face to face,
Divided not by time or space.
Oh, gracious Saviour, hear our prayer,
That we may meet all loved ones there;
So would we praise Thee, and adore,
For ever, and for evermore!
J. HAMILTON.
" WE scarcely know how to turn our backs on admiration, though it
comes from the vain world; yet a kick from the world (loes believers
less harm than a kiss."-John Berridge.
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18rotetltant !6taron.
ROME'S ATTITUDE TO PROTESTANTS.
.. A CORRESPONDENT in The Times in connection with the Coronation
of George V, pointed out the excommunication and curse contained
in the Bull Coena Domini, which is a part of the Canon Law of the
Church of Rome. It runs: ' We excommunicate and curse, on the
part of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: by the authority
also of the blessed apostles, Peter and Paul; and by our own, all
Hussites, Wickliffists, Lutherans, Zwinglians, Calvinists, Huguenots,
Anabaptists, Trinitarians, and apostates whatsoever from the Christian
Faith, and all and singular other heretics, under whatsoever name
they may be classed, and of whatsoever sect they may be; and those
who believe, receive or favour them, and all those who defend them
in general, whatsoever they be, and all those who without our authority,
and that of the Apostolic See knowingly read, or keep, print or in
any way whatsoever from any cause publicly or privately, upon any
pretence or colour whatsoever, defend their books which contain heresy,
or treat of religion; also schismatics, and those who pertinaciously
withdraw themselves, or secede from their obedience to us and to
the Roman Pontiff for the time being.' "-The Church Gazette, April,
1937.
THE BILL OF RIGHTS AND ACT OF SETTLEMENT.
" And whereas it hath been found by experience that it is inconsistent with the safety and welfare of this Protestant Kingdom to
be governed by a Popish Prince or by any King or Queen marrying
a Papist . . .
" Every person who is or shall be reconciled to, or shall hold communion with, the See or Church of Rome, or shall profess the Popish
Religion, or shall marry a Papist, shall be excluded and be for ever
incapable to inherit, possess, or enjoy the Crown or Government of
this Realm and Ireland; . . . and in every such case the people of
these Realms shall be and are hereby released of their allegiance."Act 1, William and Mary, cap. 2, sec. 8 and 9, 1689.

THE SPIRIT OF THE AGE.
By THE LATE PASTOR JAMES STEPHENS.
WE are, I dare say, familiar with the statements made by those who
write the history or chronicle the events of modern times, to the effect
that we live in the age of progress. Comparisons are often made
between the present time and times that are passed, greatly to the
advantage of the former. It is pointed out how, by means of education
and the development of commerce and art and science, we are in
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far better circumstances than our forefathers were. And this is made
a ground of expectation for the future.
Many of these statements, having regard as they have to secular
things, we in no way wish to deny or call in question. But secular
progress is in no wise identical with spiritual progress, and when
Christian men speak as if the progress of this age were an upward
progress, culminating in a world-wide triumph of Christianity and
the establishment of universal peace and brotherhood, we are obliged
to demur and to point out how contrary is the teaching of God's
Word.
The mistake we speak of is one made by not a few earnest and
honoured Christian workers, who, ip. regard to this subject, have
adopted traditional teaching, and not learnt simply from the Word.
Enthusiasm has often been stirred by such expressions as, "Africa
for Christ! " " India for Christ! " uttered by devoted lips, and understood as meaning that by the preaching of the Word in the present
dispensation the territories of earth are to be won for Jesus. The
elqlectation has been that of universal conversion, and the earth
prepared for the return of the Lord.
Experience itself might suggest the unwarrantableness of this
expectation; for have we yet gained England for Christ ~ Although
we speak commonly of Christian England, we do not yet see any
such general conversion of our fellow-countrymen as would fully
justify the expression. Indeed, we have heard of a book, the title of
which, Heathen England, suggests, not inappropriately, the tremendous
need for Gospel work in our midst.
Further, is there in the whole land one single town or village which
is won for Christ, in which everyone is truly converted ~ If no one
town in this land, with all its Gospel privileges, is altogether for Christ,
what warrant is there for expecting to win Africa or India for Christ ~
But we appeal not to experience, but to the infallible Word. We
have God's own testimony as to the character and end of the age.
We are not left to varying human opinions or to argument from
appearances. And God's testimony on the subject is in no uncertain
language.
First, in 2 Timothy iii. we read: "This know also, that in the last
days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their
own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to
parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, truce-breakers,
false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good,
traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of
God; having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof."
These words, pointing out what shall be in the last days, clearly
set before us what our age is developing into. Its development is
not in an upward direction, or towards universal conversion, but on
the contrary towards the practice of daring sins. These daring sins
will be associated with a form of godliness. There will be profession
of God, but practical denial. And the consequent character of the
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last days will be that they will be perilous. God, Whose eye surveys
all the future, sees and tells us what our age is advancing to.
Men are boasting of progress. Reforms and improvements in social
customs, in politics, in education, in commerce, in arts, in science,
are dwelt upon. And undoubtedly there are some improvements that
ought to call forth thanksgiving. But all this progress may be apart
from any living in the power of the Holy Spirit, or growth in the
knowledge of God and submission to His will. And all this progress
will not prevent the development of such lawlessness of spirit as is
detailed by the apostle, will not prevent our age developing into a
time of peril. We might indeed, with reasonable warrant, speak of
having already entered on this time of peril; for in some measure
these days answer to the description given.
But further we find Peter in his Second Epistle writing thus:
" This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you; in both which
I stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance: that ye may
be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets,
and of the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour :
knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers,
walking after their own lusts, and saying, Where is the promise of
His coming? for since the fathers fell asleep all things continue as
they were from the beginning of the creation. For this they willingly
are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old,
and the earth standing out of the water and in the water: whereby
the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished: but
the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are
kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and
perdition of ungodly men."
According to the Word of God, through the Apostle Peter, there
shall come in the last days scoffers; unto this, then, our age is going on.
We are not advancing to days of universal conversion, but to days
of contempt for the Word of God. The scoffing will be on the part
of those who have heard and who know that Word, and who are
acquainted with its teaching on the subject of the second coming of
Christ. Such scoffing is quite compatible with great advances in
science. Indeed, in these days, science is not infrequently marked by
disregard, even daring disregard, for what God has said. Theories
are started and maintained as if they were proved facts-theories
which treat with disdain the historic authority of God's Word. Whatever attempts are made to show the reconciliation between revealed
religion and science (and let us not undervalue these), yet, none the
less really, will the last days be days of scoffing.
Men will walk after their own lusts, saying, Where is the promise
of His coming? They will walk in wilfulness. They will be a law
to themselves, and will put aside the will of God. Liberty will
become lawlessness; and scepticism as to the most definitely foretold
fact of the coming of Christ flaunt itself.
Nor will the scornful scepticism of the Coming be without some
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little show of reasonableness. Century after century passes, and all
things continue as they were. There is no appearance or likelihood,
they say, of anything supernatural. But they "wilfully forget"
(2 Peter iii. 5, R.V.) that by the Word of God the heavens were of
old, and the earth. They ignore the creative fiat of the Almighty,
and they deny the very possibility of creation.
Our day, with its teaching of evolution, has connected itself with
"the last days," the days of scoffing. That God made everything
"after its kind," as His Word affirms, has been denied, and even
professing Christian teachers have been carried away in numbers by
the evil current. It would almost seem as if in certain cases one
would be esteemed to have forfeited his scientific, if not even his
intellectual reputation, if he upheld the Scriptural doctrine. When
this subject was discussed in a well-known and important Christian
scientific institute, only two of its members (embracing so-called
Christian teachers) maintained the doctrine of God's Word.
The words of Peter exhort believers to be mindful of the coming
of Christ, and to lay their account with this great foretold fact being
made the subject of scoffing, scoffing which, however connected with
" science," is yet connected also with wi~ful ignorance of the mighty
interpositions of God in nature and in history. And the words of
Peter are borne out by the exhortation of Jude (17), "But, beloved,
remember ye the words which were spoken before of the apostles of
our Lord Jesus Christ; how that they told you there should be
mockers in the last time, who should walk after their own ungodly
lusts."-(Our Outlook.)
BEDDINGTON FREE GRACE LIBRARY.
MR. GEOFFREY WILLIAMS, of 106, Bishopsgate, London, E.C.2, de~ires
us to draw the attention of our readers to this Library. Wc understand that the Library consists of a large stock of books, biographical,
homiletical, doctrinal and historical. Mr. Williams will supply a free
illustrated booklet giving all information. The books are lent out to
those desirous of reading them.-

THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGA.ZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund:£ s. d.
£ s. d.
020
Downard, Miss C.
"A Reader," per Mr.
o 10 0
0 6 0 Ellis, Mrs. S. ..
S. Cottey
Buckland, Mrs. L.
0 3 0 Macdonald, Rev. D. R. 0 2 6
100
Rainbow, Mr. J. H.
"D.B." & "S.B." per
040
Miss L. Ormiston .. 0 8 0 Savage, Mr. G.
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DENSE JUNGLE GREEN. By Rev. A. T. Houghton, M.A. Pp. 256.
Price 2/6 net. (Bible Churchmen's Missionary Society, 14
Victoria Street, London, S.W.I.)
Although this book is written by one of our sons we think we may
review it in a general way without undue partiality. In a Foreword,
Rear-Admiral Sir Harry H. Stileman, K.B.E., says, "I accept with
pleasure the invitation of the author of Dense Jungle Green to write
this Foreword, seeing I have a very close and intimate touch with
the B.C.M.S. Mission in Burma, through the link of family ties, and
personal acquaintance with every member of the mission staff, except
my grand-daughter, born in the Hukawng Valley last autumn."
Sir Harry Stileman who has a son and a daughter in the Mission,
goes on to say, " The plain, statesmanlike setting forth in these pages
of the results of this breakaway by B.C.M.S. from institutional work,
and adherence to the principle laid down by the apostle to the Gentiles
of 'preaching the Word of the Lord,' brings conviction home that
, this thing is of God,' and has received the smile of His approval. It
certainly calls forth our joyful praise." The volume gives a full and
clear and deeply-interesting account of the first twelve years of the
B.C.M.S. Burma Mission.
The author strikingly connects John Newton with the work in
Burma, as a link in the chain of Divine providence which brought
the Gospel to that country. Newton was the means of the conversion
of Claudius Buchanan who went out as a chaplain to India. A sermon
of Buchanan's so influenced Judson that "he resolved to take the
Gospel to the heathen world, and was eventually led of God to Burma"
(p. 37). The author, his wife and his sister, a trained nurse, arrived
at Rangoon in November, 1924. They went out as pioneer missionaries. They had no home to go to, and were in ignorance as to where
they should commence operations. Every difficulty, however, was
faced in the Lord's name, and eventually they settled in Mohnyin in
Upper Burma, about 600 miles hom Rangoon. By degrees the Lord
smiled on their labours, and there are now 45 missionaries labouring
in twelve different stations, and 350 adults have been baptized, all
of whom have professed conversion. At least twenty different races
or tribes are represented by these converts. Though the author
does not make much of the hardships of missionary life, his book
reveals that the results tabulated have not been reached without
many hardships in travel through the jungle, and over rivers and
rapids and in other ways. Divine grace, however, was given to
persevere amid difficulties and dangers. The book is valuable for
the history it gives of Burma and its peoples and for its geographical
information. The page and a half under the head of Bibliography
indicates much extensive reading.
The author's insistence on the truth that the primary business of
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the Church of God is not to educate the heathen, but to preach the
Gospel of God's grace to them, is well worthy of the attention of all
Missionary Societies and their agents.
We think we may rightly say that the experience gained in this
work, and the principles laid down, may profitably be read by all who
have the spread of the Gospel at heart.
The most touching part of the volume to our parental heart is
chapter I, entitled, " How it came about," in which reference is made
to the precious mother, now in heaven, and the home of the author.
The providence of God in preparing the author for his missionary
labours is remarkable.
As we lay down the perusal of this attractively-bound, well-printed
and beautifully-illustrated volume, the words come to our mind,
"WHAT HATH GOD WROUGHT!" It is a remarkable fact that in
spite of the presence in Burma of the 45 missionaries of the B.C.M.S.
in 1934, there were really a less number of missionaries in Burma than
there were ten years before. The same thing may be said of India
and China in reference to the number of missionaries labouring in
those great countries. Surely there is a loud call to the people of God
at home to practice more real self-denial, and to exercise far greater
liberality, in order that the permanent Divine Command to preach
the Gospel to every creature may be more fully obeyed.

A WORD TO PARENTS. By Isaac Watts, D.D. 1/- for 12 copies,
1/9 for 25, and 50 for 3/-, post free. (David Catt, 21 Clapton
Square, London, E.5, or from ·Mr. J. H. Rose, 22 Hillboro'
Road, Luton, Beds.)
This is a brief but attractively got up booklet which seems to be
designed for circulation amongst parents to induce them to send
their children to Sunday School. A foreword by Dr. Watts emphasizes
the great importance of bringing up children in a godly atmosphere.
In these days, however, parents need to make sure that the instruction
given to their children is thoroughly protestant and evangelical. All
Sunday Schools are not safe.
Is THE CHURCH OF ROME THE CHURCH OF CHRIST? By W. H.
PEARCE. Pp. 24. Price 2d., post free 2td. (Protestant Truth
Society, 31 Cannon Street, London, E.CA.)
An able exposure of Romish error.
We have received:
SIXTY-SIX PAPAL PLOTS. By Ernest Phillips. It is published by
the Protestant Truth Society, 31 Cannon Street, London, E.C.4.
Price 2td., post free.

"

