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THE KEEPER OF ISRAEL.
" Behold, He that keepeth Israel shall ne·ither slumber nor sleep."PSALM cm. 4.
THE theme of this beautiful Psalm is said to be "the great safety
of the godly, who put their trust in GOD'S protection." It tells of
the help which cometh from the LORD, of His watchful care
of His people, and of His keeping power at all times and in all places.
It is one of the fifteen songs of degrees, or the songs of the goings
up. It has long been thought that these Psalms were sung by
godly Israelites as they journeyed up to Jerusalem to keep the
three yearly feasts-the Feast of the Passover, the Feast of Weeks,
and the Feast of Tabernacles. If this be so, then we can imagine
the pilgrims to the earthly Zion, as they drew near to Jerusalem,
saying, "I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence
cometh my help." Jerusalem, where the yearly feasts were held,
was surrounded by hills. Zion was GOD'S holy hill, "the hill
which GOD desireth to dwell in; yea, the LORD will dwell in it
for ever." Of this hill we read, "The LORD hath chosen Zion;
He hath desired it for His habitation.... Here will I dwell; for
I have desired it." (See Ps. ii. 6; iii. 4; lxviii. 16; cxxv. 2;
cxxxii. 13, 14.)
The glory of the LORD filled the temple at Jerusalem. The
temple was His house in which symbolically He manifested His
presence. He dwelt between the cherubim shadowing the mercyseat. Realizing that the LORD thus dwelt amongst His people,
the godly Israelite as he drew near to the hills which surrounded
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Jerusalem, lifted up his eyes and his heart to the LORD Who
dwelt there and said, "My help cometh from the LORD, Which
made heaven and earth." In the next Psalm he expressed the
joy of his heart by saying, "I was glad when they said unto me,
Let ns go into the honse of the LORD. Our feet hall stand within
thy gates, 0 Jerusalem." To be within the gates of Jerusalem
was to be in "the city of the great King," the city of Israel's
GOD. It was to be in a special sense near Him Who is the great
Keeper of Israel.
The godly are safe because they are under His care. He is
their mighty Keeper. Realizing His keeping power, the godly
Israelite can say, "I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep:
for Thou, LORD, only makest me dwell in safety" (Ps. iv. 8).
While it is right to make use of means to guard ourselves from
danger, our chief need is to have faith in GOD. He is the great
Shelter in which His people may take refuge. "The name of
the LORD is a strong tower. The righteous runneth into it, and
is safe" (Prov. xviii. 10). How precious is the thought that
there is One Who keepeth Israel. Of Him the Psalmist says,
" Behold, He that keepeth Israel shall neither slunlber nor sleep."
1. Let us think of Him Who keepeth Israel.
Who is He'~ "The LORD is thy keeper."
a. He is the Covenant GOD of His people. When He spake to
them from Mount Sinai He said, " I am the LORD thy GOD, 'IVhich
have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
bondage" (Exod. xx. 2). GOD had entered into Covenant with
Abraham their father, to be a GOD unto him and to his seed after
him. "I," He said, "will be their GOD" (Gen. xvii. 7, 8).
otwithstanding all their sins, GOD has never ceased to be their
Covenant GOD. He has never cast them off. Hence He is bound
by His Covenant to exercise all His attributes on their behalf.
He is still their Covenant GOD. For a small moment He has
forsaken them on account of their sins, but with great mercies
will He gather them. The mountains shall depart and the hills
be removed, but His kindness shall not depart from them, neither
shall the Covenant of His peace be reD1oved.
But He is also the Covenant GOD of the spiritual Israel. To
them He says, "I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and
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I will be their GOD, and they shall be My people" (2 Cor. vi. 16).
Thy Covenant GOD, 0 believer, is thy Keeper. He is bound by
promise to take care of thee.
b. He is the omnipotent GOD of His Israel.
Their help cometh from the LORD Who made heaven and earth
(see verse 2). Can anything be too hard for such a mighty GOD ~
There is no difficulty which He cannot overcome, no problem
which He cannot solve, no danger which He cannot avert. Fear
not to commit the keeping of thy soul to Him. Hesitate not
to cast all thy care upon Him. Thy difficulties and needs are
very small to Him '¥ho in the beginning created the heaven and
the earth, the sea, and all that in them is.
c. He is the ever-present GOD of His Israel.
At the beginning of their national history He said to Moses,
"Make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them" (Exod.
xxv. 8), and He gave them the promise, "I will dwell among the
children of Israel, and will be their GOD" (Exod. )GXLX. 45). Thus
all the godly could say, " Thou art nea.r, 0 LORD" (Ps. cxix. 151).
He is "nigh unto all them that call upon Him, to all that call
upon Him in truth" (Ps. cxlv. 18).
Moses said, "What nation is there so great, who hath GOD
so nigh unto them, as the LORD our GOD is in all things that we
call upon Him for ~" (Deut. iv. 7).
He Who keepeth His Israel, whether the literal Israel or the
spiritual, is their Covenant, their omnipotent, their ever-present
GoD. JEHOVAH Himself is thy Keeper, 0 believer. He '¥ho
keepeth thee is the faithful GOD, the mighty GOD, the GOD Who
is always near at hand, and 'Who knows all thy sorrows, thy
difficulties, thy trials, and thy needs. He is the GOD Who taketh
pleasure in them that fear Him and that hope in His mercy. They
are well kept who are kept by Him.
2. Think now of the Israel whom He keeps.
The word "Israel" denotes the people of Israel. They were
His chosen, beloved, and redeemed people. Despite all their
sins and unworthiness, they were the objects of His choice, of
His love, and of His redeeming power and mercy. "Thou art
an holy people unto the LORD thy GOD: the LORD thy GOD hath
chosen thee to be a special people unto Himself, above all people
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that are upon the face of the earth.... Because the LORD loved
you, and because He would keep the oath which He had sworn
unto your fathers, hath the LORD brought you out with a mighty
hand, and redeemed you out of the house of bondmen, from the
hand of Pharaoh, king of Egypt" (Deut. vii. 6, 8). The Psalmist
says, "The LORD hath chosen J acob unto Himself, and Israel
for His peculiar treasure" (Ps. cxxxv. 4).
All this is true of the Church of GOD, the spiritual Israel. To
them it is said, "Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood,
an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth
the praises of Him Who hath called you out of darkness into
His marvellous Ijght: which in time past were not a people,
but are now the people of GOD: which had not obtained mercy,
but now have obtained mercy" (1 Peter ii. 9, 10). Of these
same people the Apostle John says, "Herein is love, not that we
loved GOD, but that He loved us, and sent His SON to be the
propitiation for our sins" (1 John iv. 10).
Thus the spiritual Israel are the objects of the Divine choice
the Divine love, and the Divine redeeming grace. In spite of
all their unworthiness, they are "a holy nation" set apart from
the world to be a people for GoD'S Own possession.
He is still watching over the literal Israel and intends to do
great things for them, but the spiritual Israel are no less the
objects of His electing grace, His etarnal love, and His redeeming
mercy. They are the Israel whom He keeps. Are we all amongst
them ~ Can we' say, "We have known and believed the love
that GOD hath to us" ~ Have we experienced His quickening
and pardoning love ~ Can we say, "We have redemption through
His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His
grace "~ If so, we belong to the Israel whom He keeps. What
a mercy if we have such a Keeper! None can pluck us out of
His mighty hand.
3. But lastly, notice how He keeps His Israel.
He keeps them from falling. "He will not sufier thy foot
to be moved." "He will keep the feet of His saints" (1 Sam.
ii. 9). He holds up their goings in His paths.
He keeps them by day and by night. "The sun shall not smite
thee by day, nor the moon by night." He keeps them when
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exposed to the scorching heat in the day-time, and when exposed
to the cold at night.
He keeps them from all evil. No real evil can touch them.
He delivers them from the evil one. Things that seem to be
evil will work for their good, because He controls them.
He keeps or preserves the souls of His people. He not only
protects their bodies from many dangers, but He protects their
sonls. He is able to keep His people from evil thoughts, from
erroneous doctrines, from doubt and fear and unbelief.
He keeps His people everywhere and at all times. He keeps
them when they go out and when they come in. He keeps them
for evermore. He was their Keeper yesterday, He is their Keeper
to-day, and He will be their Keeper for ever. He is always on
duty as their Keeper. A nurse may sleep when on duty at night;
a sentry may sleep and endanger the safety of an army; a look-out
may sleep and endanger the safety of the ship. But" He that
keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep."
Think of it, 0 child of GOD. "The LORD is thy Keeper." Fear
not, then, the bombs of an enemy. Fear not the power of the
world, the flesh, and the devil. Fear not the storms which come
into thy life. The Keeper of Israel said to Jacob, the father
of the people of Israel, "Behold, I am with thee, and will keep
thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again
into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that
which I have spoken to thee of" (Gen. xxviii. 15).
The same Divine Keeper says to all the Israel of GOD, "Fear
thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy
GOD: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will
uphold thee with the right hand of My righteousness" (Isa. xli. 10).
"Wherefore let them that sufter according to the will of GOD
commit the keeping of their souls to Him in well doing, as unto
a faithful Creator" (1 Peter iv. 19).
" Israel, rejoice and rest secure,
Thy Keeper is the LORD;
His wakefnl eyes employ His powers
For thine eternal guard."
Watts.
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).
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THE REFORMATION AND JUSTIFICATION.
" Being justified freely by His grMe through the redemption that is
in Christ JesuS."-ROMANS iii. 24.

(An Address delivered by the Editor at a Conference for the
Re-affirmation of Reformation Doctrine, held in Highgate Road
Chapel, London, on September 28th and 29th, 1938.)

"VE are met together at this time to re-affirm Reformation Doctrine.
Restatement of doctrine, rather than re-affirmation, is the demand
made in Modernistic circles. Restatement really means serving
up old doctrines in a new dress, evacuated of their former meaning.
In other words, men are tired of the old doctrines concerning
inspiration, the fall, the atonement, salvation, and penalty. They
do not believe in them. In many cases they retain the old words
with an entirely new meaning.
Now we, on this platform, fully and unreservedly believe in
the doctrines taught by Christ and His apostles. These doctrines
were re-affirmed by the Reformers and the Puritans, and we
reject the idea that they are antiquated and out of date. Two
of the great truths for which the Reformers stood were that the
Bible is our only rule of faith and practice, and that sinners are
justified by faith only in the blood and righteousness of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Luther said that "Justification is the article of a
standing or falling Church." That Church which holds clearly
and teaches fully the doctrine of justification is a standing Church.
That Church which ceases to hold and teach that great doctrine
is a falling Church.
The late Dr. Griflith Thomas says, "It may be said that the
whole movement of the sixteenth century was bound up with
the two great principles of the s1J:fficiency and supremacy of the
Bible, and Justification by Faith in the completeness and finality
of our Lord's work on the cross" (Principles of Theology, p. 185).
WHAT DID THE REFORMERS

SAY?

The Eleventh Article of Religion took its present form in the
year 1563, i.e., about four years after Elizabeth came to the throne.
Its subject is Justification. It says:-
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"We are accounted righteous before God, only for the merit
of our Lord and Savi~ur Jesus Christ, by faith, and not for our
own works or deservings. ·Wherefore, that we are justified by
faith only is a most wholesome doctrine, and very full of comfort,
as more largely is expressed in the Homily of Justification."
The Homily referred to is "The Homily of Salvation." It is
believed to be the work of Cranmer and was issued in 1547 when
Edward was on the throne. It clearly teaches that our Lord's
obedience to the law during His life and His enduring of the
law's penalty by His death is the ground of our justification.
In other words, He met both the preceptive and the penal claims
of the law on behalf of His people.
The Homily of Salvation says, "Christ is now the righteousness
of all them that truly do believe in Him. He for them paid their
ransom by His death. He for them fulfilled the law in His life.
So that now in Him and by Him every true Christian man may
be called a fulfiller of the law; forasmuch as that which their
infirmity lacketh Christ's righteousness hath supplied."
These two documents, the Eleventh Article and the Homily,
show clearly that the Scriptural doctrine of justification was
held and taught by the Reformers.
•

WHAT DID THE PURITANS SAY?

The Westminster Confession of Faith was drawn up in the
years 1647 and 1649. The eleventh chapter treats of justification.
It says, "Those whom God effectually calleth He also freely
justifieth, not by infusing righteousness into them, but by
pardoning their sins, and by accounting and accepting their
persons as righteous: not for anything wrought in them, or done
by them, but for Christ's sake alone; not by imputing faith itself,
the act of believing, or any other evangelical obedience to them
as their righteousness; but by imputing the obedience and
satisfaction of Christ unto them, they receiving and resting on
Him and His righteousness by faith: which faith they have not
of themselves-it is the gift of God."
These quotations show that both the Reformers and Puritans
re-affirmed the Scriptural doctrine of justification.
The Reformers, however, held firmly that all saving knowledge
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was contained in Scripture, "so that whatsoever is not read
therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required of any
man, that it should be believed as an article of the faith, or be
thought requisite or necessary to salvation."
Even things ordained by a General Council "as necessary to
salvation have neither strength nor authority, unless it may be
declared that they be taken out of Holy Scripture." Thus the
Reformers in effect said, "To the law and to the testimony:
if they speak not according to this Word, it is because there is
no light in them." (See Articles VI and XXI, and Isa. viii. 20.)
Thus, while we may be interested, instructed, and encouraged
by reading the testimony of the Reformers and the Puritans to
the great doctrine of justification, our only infallible authority
for this and every other doctrine is the Word of God. We need
to ask in reference to every doctrine,
" WHAT SAITH THE SCRIPTURES? "

The writings of the Reformers are very voluminous, and to
most people they are inaccessible. That, however, need not
distress us. Mercifully we have ready to hand, and in one volume,
all Divinely revealed and saving truth. Therefore "Let us
diligently search for the well of life in the books of the New and
Old Testament, and not run to the stinking puddles of men's
traditions, devised by man's imagination, for our justification
and salvation. For in Holy Scripture is fully contained what
we ought to do and what to eschew, what to believe, what to
love, and what to look for at God's hands at length." (Homily
on the Reading of Holy Scripture.) What saith the Scripture,
then, about justification?
1. First, think of the meaning of justification.
The verb "to justify" means to declare righteous. Now a
man may be declared righteous because he is righteous, or because
the righteousness of Another is imputed to him.
In a human court of justice a man may be charged with a
particular crime. In such a case the judges are to investigate
the case, and "They shall justify the righteous, and condemn
the wicked" (Deut. xxv. 1). That is to say, they are to declare a
man righteous if he is found innocent of the special charge brought
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against him. He is righteous in respect of that particular crime.
In reference to such judicial decisions we read, " He that justifieth
the wicked, and he that condemneth the just, even they both are
abomination to the Lord" (Prov. xvii. 15).
But what about the court of "the Judge of all the earth" 1
All who stand before that Judge need to pray, "Enter not into
judgment with Thy servant: for in Thy sight shall no man living
be justified" (Ps. cxliii. 2). But why shall no man living be
justified in God's sight 1 It is because every man is unrighteous.
You cannot declare a man righteous if he is unrighteous. But
are all men without exception unrighteous 1 Yes, verily, "all
have sinned." "There is none righteous, no, not one." The
universality of sin is definitely asserted by the apostle in the
third chapter of Romans. He quotes from the Psalms and Isaiah
to prove that all men without exception are destitute of righteousness, and then he says, "Now we know that what things soever
the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every
?lWuth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before
God. Therefore, by the deeds of the law there shall no /lesh be
justified in His sight." (See Rom. iii. 9-20.) What then hinders
our being cast into hell 1 Is there any way of escape from the
righteous judgment of God 1 Is there any way by which we
can be justified and saved from merited wrath 1 Here is a
question before which all other questions sink into insignificance.
We have.all been trembling at the possibility of another world
war. Rightly we have been taking precautions against German
bullets and bombs. But these can only touch the body. What
about the soul 1 What does our Lord say 1 "Be not afraid of
them that kill the body, and after that have no more that they
can do. But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear him,
which after he hath killed hath power to cast into hell; yea,
I say unto you, Fear him" (Luke xii. 4, 5).
2. Secondly, think of the ground of justification.
Is there a way of escape for a guilty sinner 1 Is there a righteous
way by which he can be justified 1 The answer to this question
reveals a truth which could not have entered the heart of man.
That answer is revealed in the Divinely-inspired Scriptures, and
it is the essence of the Gospel message. A Gospel \vithout the
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doctrine of justification is no Gospel. The Apostle Paul gloried
in the Gospel of Christ, for, he said, "therein is the righteousness
of God revealed," that righteousness which God has provided,
by which He can at once be just and at the same time the Justifier
of Him that believeth in Jesus. After showing that we cannot
be justified by any righteousness of our own, the apostle says,
" But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested,
being witnessed by the law and the prophets; even the righteousness
of God which is by faith of (in) Jesus Christ unto all and upon
all them that believe: for there is no difference: for all have
sinned, and come short of the glory of God; being justified
(declared righteous) freely by His grace through the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus" (Rom. iii. 21-24). There is a righteousness then which God has provided, a righteousness which is
by faith, a righteousness which is unto all and upon all them
that believe, a righteousness which is gratuitous, being external to
ourselves, a righteousness by which believers are justified freely.
What is this righteousness 1 It is the righteousness of Christ.
We read, "As by one man's disobedience many were made
(constituted) sinners, so by the obedience of One shall many be
made (constituted) righteous" (Rom. v. 19).
Through the disobedience of Adam all his posterity are
constituted sinners. He was their representative head. When
he sinned they sinned in him: "As by one man sin entered into
the world, and death by sin; so death passed upon all men, for
that all have sinned," i.e., they sinned in Adam.
As we are constituted sinners by the disobedience of the first
Adam, so we are constituted righteous through the obedience of
the last Adam. As Adam's sin is imputed to all his posterity,
so Christ's righteousness-His obedience unto death-is imputed
to all who believe in Him. God" made Him to be sin for us,
who knew no sin: that we might be made the righteousness of
God in Him." How was He made sin 1 Only by imputation.
The sins of His people were imputed to Him and He suffered the
penalty due to them.
How are we made the righteousness of God in Him 1 By
imputation. His righteousness is imputed to us who believe in
Him. As we are treated and regarded as sinners by the disobedience
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of Adam, so we are treated and regarded as righteous through
the obedience of Christ. That obedience consists of His obeclience
in life aud death. It was a preceptive obedience to the precepts
of the law and a penal obedience to the penalty of the law. Thus
all who are in Christ are "found in Him, not having their own
righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the
faith of (in) Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith"
(Phi!. iii. 9). The name by which believers speak of Christ is
"THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS" (Jer. xxiii. 6)
In Him they have righteousness. In Him they are justified.
(See Isa. xlv. 24, 25.) Bishop Beveridge says, "How was Christ
made sin for us ~ Not by our sins inhe·rent in Him; that is horrid
blasphemy. But by our sins imputed to Him; that is true
divinity. And as He was made sin for us, not by the inhesion
of our sins in Him, but by the imputation of our sins to Him, so
we are made the righteonsness of God in Him by the imputation
of His righteousness to ns, not by the inhesion of His righteousness
in us. He was accounted as a sinner, and therefore punished
for us; we are accounted as righteous, and therefore glorified
in Him. He was accounted as a sinner for us, and, therefore,
He was condemned; we are accounted as righteous in Him, and
so we are justified. And this is the right notion of justification."
Imputed righteousness is clearly the doctrine of Scripture,
both in the Old Testament and in the ew. "David describeth
the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth rightemtlmess
without works."
Abraham "received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the
righteousness of the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised:
that he might be the father of all them that believe, though they
be not circumcised; that righteo~tsness might be im7Juted ~tnlo
them also" (Rom. iv. 6, 11).
3. Thirdly, think of the objects of justification.
Who are they who experience this blessing ~
They are sinners. The publican confessed to God that he was
a sinner, and he went down to his house justified (Luke xviii. 14).
They are ungodly. God" justifieth the ungodly" (Rom. iv. 5).
They are the effectually called. "Whom He did predestinate,
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them He also called: and whom He called, them He also justified"
(Rom. viii. 30).
They who are justified belong to every nation. They are Jews
and Gentiles. "Is He the God of the Jews only? Is He not
also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also: seeing it is one
God, which shall justify the circumcision by faith, and uncircumcision through faith" (Rom. iii. 29, 30). Thus all whom God
in His mercy calls, however sinful they are, and to whatever
nation they belong-all such shall certainly be justified. In
fact, none but sinners are the objects of His justifying grace and
mercy. What an encouragement is this to all who feel themselves to be guilty, lost, and helpless. Every believing sinner
will be welcomed, and he will be clothed with the garment of
Christ's righteousness. "Bring forth the best robe and put it
on him."
4. Fourthly, think of the instrumental means of justification.
"vVe conclude," says the apostle, "that a man is justified by
faith without the deeds of the law" (Rom. iii. 28). All human
merit is excluded. Without any works of ours God justifies the
sinner who believeth in Jesus.
This is the uniform teaching of Scripture. The apostle concluded
his first sermon at Antioch in Pisidia by saying, "Through this
Man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins, and by Him all
that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could
not be justified by the law of Moses" (Acts xiii. 38,.39).
Not by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ is a
sinner justified. "With the heart man believeth unto righteousness"
(Rom. x. 10). Faith is not itself our righteousness. It is to be
distinguished from justifying righteousness. In reference to
Abraham the apostle speaks of "the righteousness of the faith
which he had yet being uncircumcised" (Rom. iv. 11). Faith is
unto righteousness. It appropriates the righteousness of Christ.
5. Lastly, think of the source of justification.
In vain it is to justify ourselves, and in vain can we rest on
any human source of justification. "It is God that justifieth"
(Rom. viii. 33). Whom He calls, them He also justifies. He has
complete knowledge of our sinfulness and of our sins, and yet
He justifies sinners by imputing to them the obedience unto death
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or the righteousness of Christ, the holy Substitute and Surety of
His people.
Justification is also attributed to God the Son as the One Who
has secured this great blessing by His obedience and satisfaction.
Hence we read, "By His knowledge shall My righteous Servant
justify many; for He shall bear their iniquities" (Isa. liii. 11).
This great blessing is also attributed to God the Holy Ghost, Who
brings sinners into the experience and enjoyment of justification.
Hence the apostle says, "Ye are justified in the Name of the
Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God" (1 Cor. vi. 11).
The Epistle of J ames teaches that we are evidentially justified
by works.
All who are justified by faith in Christ necessarily bring forth
fruit, and this gives evidence that God has justified them.
• Calvin said, "It is faith alone which justifies, and yet the faith
which justifies is not alone."
The Homily which relates to justification says, "Faith doth
not shut out repentance, hope, love, dread, and the fear of God,
to be joined with faith in every man that is justified; but it
shutteth them out from the office of justifying."
To this great doctrine that we are justified by faith only, let
us hold fast, and may we be able to say with the prophet, " I will
greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God;
for He hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, He hath
covered me with the robe of righteousness" (Isa. Ixi. 10).
THE EDITOR.

LET not the strong man glory in his strength, nor the armed man in
his armour. See how God resists the proud, and pours contempt upon
those that bid defiance to Him and His people. None ever hardened
his heart against God and prospered.-Matthew Henry.
BELIEVER, though all things are apparently against thee, rest
assured that God has made a reservation on thy behalf. In the roll
of thy griefs there is a saving clause. Somehow He will deliver thee,
and somewhere He will provide for thee. The quarter from whence
thy rescue shall arise may be a very unexpected one, but help will
assuredly come in thine extremity, and thou shalt magnify the name
of the Lord. If men do not feed thee, ravens shall; and if earth yield
not wheat, heaven shall drop with manna. Therefore be of good
courage, and rest quietly in the Lord.-C. H. Spurgeon.
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WELLSPRI GS.

" For this God is our God for ever and ever,. He will be our Guide even
unto death."-PsALM xlviii. 14.
TRIS is a Psalm greatly loved by the Church of God. It depicts a
sweet story of a king and His subjects; a city and her citizens. It
sets forth the greatness of the Lord of that city, even the greatness of
the Lord Jehovah, and of its situation "in the mountain of his
holiness," which at once leads our thoughts to the foundation of this
city being as in the" holy mountains" of His eternal council of peace,
when the Son of His love became the faithful Promiser to redeem that
city from the ruin of the Fall and make her what she is in His Father's
sight, " beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth." To" go
round about her" is to rehearse the faithfulness of her God. "As
we have heard, so have we seen," and His lovingkindness is to be
recalled to memory (verse 9), and His faithfulness is set forth as proved
in the grateful experience of Zion's pilgrims. "According to Thy
Name, 0 God, so is Thy praise unto the ends of the earth; thy right
hand is full of righteousness" (verse 10). Therefore" let Mount Zion
rejoice, let the daughters of Judah be glad" (verse 11). Yea, let her
walk about her city, mark well all her towers and bulwarks in all the
blessings of a Covenant salvation, even His everlasting love, electing
grace, and all the promises which are yea and amen in Christ Jesus
for His Church.
All is summed up in the verse under our meditation at this time,
" For this God is our God for ever and ever: He will be our Guide
even unto death." And what a Guide He is to Zion's pilgrims! They
know and prove this all through their wilderness days. "Thou shalt
guide me with Thy counsel, and afterward receive me to glory" (Ps.
lxxiii. 24). "And the Lord shall guide thee continually, and satisfy
thy soul in drought, and make fat thy bones; and thou shalt be like
a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not"
(Isa. lviii. 11). If we refer once again to the Psalms of David, the
shepherd king of Israel, in gathering up the dealings of a faithful God
with His errant, wandering, sinful people, we have the record of His
abiding faithfulness and manifold mercy summed up in, " So He fed
them according to the integrity of His heart; and guided them by
the skilfulness of His hands" (lxxviii. 72).
The words of our text confirm His people's hope and coufidence that
with His abiding and unchangeable faithfulness He will be, what He
has been unto them, all through life's changing scenes and in spite of
their unthankful behaviour. He will be so even unto the end. "For
this God is our God for ever and ever; He will be our Guide, even unto
death." Oh, beloved, what have we here in our verse to cheer and
encourage as the days go on and the shadows of life's eventide lengthen
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out, and weakness, weariness, and sadness at the solemn happenings
around us, overtake us. Everything seen without us is " change and
decay." A dying, sufiering world, sorrow on the sea, and even the air
charged with deathly missiles which at any moment may send us into
eternity. And yet in the midst of it and in spite of all, His children
are wondrously kept in peace; stayed upon the promises of their faithful
Creator and God; "covered with His feathers," and brought to trust
" under His wings," and preserved with" His truth" for their" shield
and buckler." His peace reigns victoriously within and above" the
terror by night," and "the arrow that flieth by day"; and His power
keeps them " from the pestilence that walketh in darkness, and the
destruction that wasteth at noonday." Preserved from all evil, and
not a single shaft allowed to reach them until or unless He sees fit.
If, then, they are carried by a fiery chariot to the celestial city, it
alters not a jot or tittle of His promise that He is their faithful, Covenantkeeping God and Guide even unto death.
Oh, the faithfulness of our God! and all, let us remember, to His
blood-bought children for Jesus' sake. It is because of Him that
the Father cannot turn away His face nor His mercy. It is all for the
sake of His anointed Son that it is and shall be well with His people.
It is thus He declares Himself, "Know, therefore, that the Lord thy
God, He is God, the faithful God, which keepeth Covenant and mercy
with them that love Him and keep His commandments, to a thousand
generations" (Deut. vii. 9). He is a Covenant God in Christ, He is
faithful that calls them (1 Thess. v. 24; 1 Cor. i. 9). He is faithful in
establishing and keeping them from all evil (2 Thess. iii. 3). He
is faithful in His promise and performance of it (Heb. x. 23). He is
faithful and just to forgive them their sins (1 John i. 9). Yea, the
faithfulness of our Covenant-making and Covenant-keeping God is
the sweet and establishing theme and the confirming Hope of His
people throughout the whole Scriptures of truth. He is found to be
faithful to His sworn word through all time, and is set forth blessedly
and triumphantly in the heaveuly Apocalypse as "the faithful
witness" (Rev. i. 5), whilst the apostle, thus indulged with this heavenly
vision, is instructed to " write; for these words are true and faithful "
(xxi. 5), being the words of Him Who is the truth, and Whose" sayings
are faithful and true" (xxii. 6). So that from first to last, from the
beginning of the Word of our God unto the last book, He is set forth
as the Faithful One. He abideth faithful. Oh, what an eternity of
love, power, and truth is enfolded in those three words! And all your
and my hope and comfort, fellow-believer, is enfolded in that first
word-" He." It is a Person, yea, the One Person; the Everlasting
God in Covenant with His well-beloved Son. The Father knew that
what He was able to promise, He was likewise fully able to perform,
and to fulfil, through each succeeding generation, all through the ages
in the lives of each of His redeemed people. He says, " I will not lie
unto David," and" I will never leave thee nor forsake thee." Oh,
the solid peace, comfort, and rest in the abiding faithfulness, as that
23
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found, and found alone in Him. To ponder its connexion makes us
marvel the more. It says, "if we believe not, He abideth faithful,
He cannot deny Himself." Child of God, amidst all your sinnings,
failures, shortcomings, and faithlessness and fears, does not this wonder
ful word lift you up in hope of His mercy, because He is the faithful
and true, the unchangeable God! He abideth faithful. How wllike
the changeability of our suffering, fallen, tempted, storm-tossed
natures and even of our best earthly friends. But no change knows
our Jehovah-Jesus. He is what He declared Himself to be when Son
of man, even the same that I was from the beginning. And such is His
unchangeable love and faithfulness to His way-worn people that He
brings about in a thou and and more tender and compassionate ways
how for them He abideth faithful.
These are our varied spiritual experiences; our oft-mourning for an
absent God; our constant proneness to sin; the mysterious dealings
in providences, deeps we cannot in our finite state fathom; our sorrows,
crosses, bereavements; our sinful wanderings; unthallkful behaviour ;
our coldness of love to Him; our unmindfulness of the mercies of
the day and those countless mercies of our long lives! Yet He is the
same. He abideth faitliful. Yea, and in His faithfulnes He comes to
our relief; comes to the very place where you and I are in our trouble,
when we feel there is no way out. This is the seventh and last trouble,
which must surely crush us. But He is there, and undertakes for us ;
knows just how to deal with us in our trial, and deliver in His own
time and way. He puts a new song in our mouth. Once again we
echo the Psalmist's exulting word, " For this God is our God for ever
and ever. He will be our Guide even unto death." Throughout the
ages, throughout our long lives, and" even unto the end," He is the
unchangeable, immutable, everlastingly faithful God. There is no
shadow of turning with Him. He is of one mind. He is full of faithfulness. And to His eternal praise be it spoken, this is just what the
writer of " Wellsprings" has proved Him to be all the years, which
when this meditation is in the hands of the dear readers, will have
completed sixty. And she has desired in writing this meditation to
extol the faithfulness of her Triune-God, Who has led and fed, taught
and blessed her, and given her such wonderful seasons of joy in feeding
upon the precious and inexhaustible Word; and the sweet sacred
privilege of fellowship with the dear saints. How true has been the
promise over those small beginnings in 1880 of grace sufficient for that
day, and the increasing of these latter days. And all because of the
abiding faithfulness of Him Who is all our help, all our hope, and all
our desire. "For this God is our God for ever and ever; He will be
our Guide, even unto death."
The glory of that city is that the Lord is there. She is built upon
that one Rock foundation, even Jesus Christ; and He is the all and in
all of that Zion whose Builder and Maker is God.
May faith in the e blessed and solid realities rise superior to nature
and give us to look up and onward to the day fast hastening when
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we, His redeemed, blood-bought people will be safely gathered in to
that celestial city, to go no more out, and to be eternally satisfied,
because the Lord is there, and we for ever with Him.
H

Sons of Zion, li.ft your eyes
Upward to your native skies;
Now ascend the azure height

To your eity WTapt in ligbt.

Free of Zion's city, you
](cep your freedom still in view.
" Tread in faith the streets of gold,
Love's rich fountain now behold;
Pluck the fruit of life's fair tree ;
Drink the strea m that flows for thee,
Bow before the golden throne,
Christ your rightfu.l monarch own.
a

Tread around salvation's wall,

Tell tbe towers tbat cannot fall ;
Count ye well her bulwarks strong,

Make ber safety now your song.

Though in ,Meshech'8 land ye dwell,

Tbere of Zion ye may tell.
H

God of might, the power bestow

On Thy feeble sons below;
~ow

on faith's strong wing to fly
Upward toward our native sky;

Feteb from glimpses of our Home
Strength the wilderness to roam.
a

Grace to prove to all around
Zion's sons we shall be found;
Zion's sons 00 earth by faith,
Zioo's citizens at death;
Zion's songsters in that day,
\Vhen all tears are wiped away!"
Septimus Sears, 1865.

R.
ALL ONE IN CHRIST.
"F01~ ye are all one in Cluist Jesus" (Gal. iii. 28). These are
excellent 1V0rds. In the world, and according to the flesh, there is
a great difference and inequality of persons, and the same must be
diligently observed. For if the woman wOll1d be tbe man, if the son
would be the father, the servant would be the master, the subject
would be the magistrate, there should be nothing else but a confusion
of all estates and of all things. Contrariwise, in Christ there is no law,
no difference of persons; there is neither Jew nor Grecian, but all
are one; for there is but one body, one Spirit, one bope of vocation;
there is but one Gospel, "one faith, one baptism, one God and Father
of all, one Christ and Lord of all" (Eph. iv. 4-6). We bave the same
Christ, I, thou, and all the faithful, which Peter, Paul and all the saints
had.-Luther's Commentary on Galatians.
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DAYS OF SPIRITUAL DEARTH.
A

SERMON PREACHED BY THE REl". JAMES ORMISTON,
AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

" The child Samuel ministered unto the Lord before Eli. And the Word
of the Lord was precious in those days,. there was no open vision."
-1 SAMUEL iii. l.

"IN those days "-those, therefore, dear friends, were bad times,
" there was no open vision," no prophet in Israel, hence the Word of
the Lord was scarce in those times. The word which is rendered
"precious" in this place signifies" scarce," "very rare." You have
a reference to the use of this word in the Book of Proverbs (xxv. 17),
" Withdraw thy foot from thy neighbour's house; lest he be weary
of thee"; "withdraw," or" make scarce," it may be rendered-" Make
scarce thy foot from thy neighbour's house." And so it is here, the
Word of God was scarce in those days, the Lord had withdrawn His
Word. And those, dear friends, I repeat, are bad times, when the
Lord in His chastising times withdraws His Word from His people,
whether it be from a Church, or a nation, or an individual. If the
Lord give not the Word there will not be a multitude of preachers to
proclaim His truth. In the Day of Pentecost "the Lord gave the
Word; great was the company" of the preachers. But at this time
the Lord had withdrawn His Word, very largely, in Israel, and there
were no preachers. The purposes of God are, as you have often heard
me say, past finding out, but He is always consistent with Himself.
To us there appear frequent contradictions in His ways and His providences, but in reality there are no contradictions. All things work
together according to His counsel for His own glory, and indeed for
the highest interests of the objects of His redeeming love. But we
see not yet, we see but in part, and consequently we interpret partially,
and we often think partially of God's ways with ourselves as individuals.
These are our infirmities, but the Lord in His compassion regards
them. He is the Father Who pities His children. He knows their
frame, He remembers they are dust, and He promises them that,
although they understand not yet all His ways, there will come a time
when they shall know them, and know them perfectly. "What I do
thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter." And so He
had compassion on His ancient people in those bad times and purposed
to raise up a prophet among them, and a prophet for them.
I would ask your attention at this moment to a passage in the Acts
of the Apostles (iii. 24), showing how eminent a prophet Samuel was:
" Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel, and those that follow after,
as many as have spoken, bave likewise foretold of these days," these
Gospel days. Now you will observe the close connexion in which the
name of Samuel stands to that of Moses (verse 22), " For ~'loses truly
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said unto the fathers, A Prophet" (this is Christ, the Messiah) " shall
the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me "
(like unto Moses): "Him shall ye hear in all things, whatsoever He shall
say unto you. And it shall come to pass, that every soul, which will
not hear that Prophet, shall be destroyed from among the people.
Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel "-there is Samuel brought out
in closest conjunction with Moses, as though there had been no prophet
between among those who were in a sense gifted with the prophetic
spirit. However, tbere were Deborah and others who judged Israel
during the times of the judges, and in the 2nd chapter of this Book of
Samuel you have mention made of " a man of God" who came unto
Eli and said to him, " Thus saith the Lord, Did I plainly appear unto
the house of thy father, when they were in Egypt in Pharaoh's house! "
And he prophesied in the ear of EIi. But both Deborah and this man
of God are passed by when eminent prophets are spoken of. The
Lord recognized no one else between Moses and Samuel. This is very
important, I take it. It shows how God distributes His gifts, when
He will distribute His great gifts, and to whom He will likewise distribute
His great gifts, and amor/{/ whom. And so He purposed in Samuel to
raise up a prophet indeed, one of a long line of prophets, and you find
some of these mentioned as very eminent in chapter xi. of Hebrews,
as men who were largely gifted with faith, and who wrought wonders
in the power of a God-given and a God-enabled faith.
The chapters we have been reading to-day are full of instruction
for us, throwing a light even upon our own times, because God
knows no change in times or seasons. It is quite true He speaks
variously to His Church and people. This we have hinted at, indeed
declared, in Hebrews i.: "God, Who at sundry times and in divers
manners, spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in
these last days spoken unto us in a Son, Whom He hath appointed
Heir of all things, by Whom also He made the worlds; ·Who being
the brightness of His glory, and the express image of His Person, and
upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself
purged our sins, sat down on the Right Hand of the Majesty on high."
Here we have declared to us the various ways in which God in olden
times spake to His people and, in contrast with these older methods,
His latt~r-day revelation of His dear Son. This is the Heir of Whom
He spake of old. Those were prophets, faithful prophets, faithful
according to the grace given them, but the last great Voice is that of
the Son of God Himself, the Prophet of prophets, the great Revealer
of the hidden things of God-the counsel of God Most High, all things
that the Father hath to do He has revealed unto His Son, and the
Lord Jesus Christ now risen from the dead and ascended to the
heavenly places has sent forth the Spirit of revelation into the hearts
of His people. And it is that self-same Spirit Who works in their
hearts a-hungering after the precious Word of God to which allusion
is made in our text. "The Word of the Lord was precious" in proportion as it was scarce, for there were a people who loved the Lord
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in tbose days, and among tbem tbat godly, gracious woman Hannab,
together witb bel' godly busband Elkanab. God had a seed, a rigbteous
seed in those dark days, He always has bad a seed, a hidden people,
a special people, a peculiar people because a purchased people-that is
the pecul iarity of His OWl! people tbat tbey are a purchased peopleand God sets the mark of their purchase upon them and distinguishe
them in a fallen, godless world a His own special people to show forth
His praises. Tbe Word of the I,ord was scarce in tbe days of tbe child
Samuel, but God willed to teach that child great things, deep things,
many things, wonderful things, which He hid away from others.
This little child ministering unto the Lord before Eli, the bigh priest,
is supposed to have been about tweh'e years of age at the time recorded
in this chapter. He bad already ministercd at the Tabernacle in
Shiloh, according to his ligbt and according as God appointed him.
It is interesting to note the refcrences made by the Holy Spirit to thc
cbild's ministry. Let us look at one or two in the previous chapter,
verse 26. It is said there: "The child Samuel grew on, and was in
favonr both with the Lord, and also with men." And in verse 11,
" And the child did minister unto the Lord before Eli the prie t," so
t,hat he was a minister already before he was called to the prophetic
office, for I take it we haye this eYCning to deal witb and think upon
Samuel as now called to tbe prophetic office at the age of twelve years,
and so he sat at the fcct of Eli, the high pricst, to learn, but, alas, an
errant teacber was Eli. Jesus at twelve years of age also sat at the
feet of the doctors, and His wonderful wisdom confused and made
to marvel the minds of tbe doctors in the Temple. Eli no doubt
observed narrowly the life of tbis child of many prayers, of this child
of the motber who loved the Lord and bad devoted bim to the Lord,
lookiug upon him as a loan from the Lord, a gift to be returned to the
Lord, being so definitely an answer to prayer, the prayer of a distressed
beart, a child of prayers that could find no words wherein to express
themselves. But tbe Lord heard, the Lord hearkened, the Lord
wrote down in His book of remembrance the petitions of Hannah and
brought them all to pass, and much more than she asked for. All
she seemed to have asked for was that tbe Lord would take the child
over, and take Him into His owu hands, and bring him up in associatiou
with the worsbip of tbe temple. BLIt the Lord purposed to make a
prophet of him, an eminent prophet, as well as a ruler in Israel. How
past finding out the counsels of God are as we are led to contemplate
them as recorded in these Holy Scriptures. How utterly beyond us
tbey always seem. We get so far and then we lose ourselves at the
wonderful, at the marvellous wisdom which devised and the marvellous
power that brings them to pass. They are all so worthy of the Lord,
so worthy of His greatness, so worthy of His wisdom, and so worthy
of His power. Let ns dwell much more then, dear friends, upon thesc
records of God's ancient ways with His people and seek to learn
practical lessons therefrom day by day.
And now for a few minutes upon the scarcity of the Word of God.
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The Word of the Lord was precious, because scarce, in those days.
:Must we not almost say as much of these last days? Why was the
Lord's Word so scarce in those days of Eli? Because the Church of
that period lJad departed so far from the truth of God, from the
revealed mind and will of the living God. What a household was
that of the high priest. Wc have been hearing something about it in
the lives of those sons of the high priest, and of the apparent indifference
of Eli himself to the ways of his family, and this of course brought
down the righteous displeasure of God upon that household and,
secondly, upon the Church over which Eli was the visihle head. So
God withdrew, it would seem, His Word from these people for a season.
I cau consider no more solemn chastisement than for God to withdraw
His holy Word from a people, from a nation, from a Church, from a
household and from a heart, to deal, in chastisement to deal, with
them in silence, not a word from His lips, to bring them in all humiliation presently to His feet that they may confess their unbelief, their
waywardness, and departmes from Him, and cast themselves anew
upon His promises of forgivencss. There is a prophecy in the Book of
Amos which seems to have some bearing on this method of chastisement
Divine (viii. 11): "Behold, the days come, saith the Lord God, that
I will send a famine in the land; not a famine of bread, nor a thirst
for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord; and they shall wander
from sea to sea, aud from the north eveu to the east; they shall run
to and fro to seek the Word of the Lord, aud shall not find it." You
see how sovereign the Lord is in giving the Word or in withholding
the Word. How high the privilege therefore is of any people whom
the Lord favours with the continuance of His Word, from whom He
does not turn away even temporarily, does not turn away even for
a little season but continues to grant them His Word, and to teach
them His Word, and to deepen in their hearts the love of His truth.
" 0 how love I Thy law!" was the language of the godly Psalmist.
:May that always be the true language of our hearts, deal' friends.
" 0 how love I Thy law! it is my meditation all the day." And if
the Lord give us this zest for His prccious Word of grace and truth
He will surely gratify, He will surely confirm this desire and deepen
this expectation of blessing. No good thing will He withhold from
them that walk uprightly, who seek to have consciences void of offence
before God, hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and bodies washed
with pure water, the water of the Word, separating the conversation,
and separating the goings, day by day.
" The Word of the Lord was precious in those days; there was no
open vision." But the Lord was about to give an open vision, to
raise up one filled with the Spirit, zealous for the glory of God, faithful
in his protestations against apostasy from the God of Israel. The
Lord will have, as I have said already, witnesses even in the darkest
and most cloudy times. He will not leave Himself without evidence that
He is yet in the earth. Though his chastisements abound and though
His judgments are seen on every hand, He will yet be manifesting
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Himself in tenderness of heart and love to His people. 'fhese He
will knit together. In proportion as iniquity abounds He will draw
His little Hock closer together, member unto member. Do we find
thjs in these days of dearth, in these days when there is little of the
Gospel of the grace of God proclaimed, much preacillng but not of
the Truth? And do we appreciate the goodness of God, the special
mercy of God, in giving us a hunger after the pure Word of God? We
were readjng how of old (it was by the Spirit) the Apostle Peter was
inspired to stimulate the children of God to desire the sincere mjlk of
the Word. "As newborn babes, desire "-set your hearts upon, allow
nothing else, discrimjnate between it and all things besides, " the pure
milk of the Word," that is, unadulterated, unmixed by human intellects,
human reason, human arguments; accepting the pure simple Word of
God because it is God's Word, proving all things, holding very fast
that which is good. "No open vision!" But the Lord trained this
dear child to become a true and faithful-to-the-full witness of the truth.
A marvellous career was th.is of Samuel's. I tllink we might recognize
the hand of God in having given the name of Samuel to two of these
books, considerable books, of the Old Testament, so much of Samuel
running through them, in appreciation, Divine appreciation, of his
faithfulness. How fearless Samuel was in rehuking Saul, for instance.
How faithful he was with the message the Master had entrusted to
mm. And I think that is a mark of grace in the people of God whjch
the Lord delights to recognize, the grace of faithfulness. Some of us
may not have many nor great opportunities for the manifestation of
this grace, yet if we be faithful in a few things we are then faithful.
Though it be hut a few things, few opporturuties being vouchsafed us
wherein to manifest the special grace of faithfulness, the Lord will
recognize it and find, as in Samuel, satisfaction in it. And then let
us encourage one another in tills, that though we be little ones, how
good the Lord was in dealing with young Samuel, using him even in
ills childhood to mjnister to the Divine glory, though with perhaps
little then of spiritual intelligence. That will come. If the Lord give
us the love of th.is grace He will certify presently, later on, in His own
time He will certify the deep interest He takes in His servant's faithfulness and consistency. " No open ms-ion." We all seek open yjsionat any rate if we are the people of God. We must have light, open
visions, and we must hear from the Lord Himself His Word. Mjnisters,
mjnisters of the Lord, are great gifts from God, from His hand, hut
after all they are only servants, and they are men of like passions with
ourselves and therefore fallible men, poor and needy men even. We
must look beyond instruments to the Lord Himself and hearken to
what God the Lord will speak. How exercised the cillld 'Samuel was
about the Voice. Whose voice was it that so repeatedly called him in
ills slumbers as he lay upon ills bed, having finished h.is little mjnistry
for the day? Anticipating another day's mjnistry to-morrow, taking
h.is rest, there came this voice once, again, and again, and he thought
it must be Eli's voice. Commentators believe that this voice proceeded
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from the Holy of Holies. There is no doubt the child slept, as did Eli,
in the immediate precincts of the tent of the tabernacle, and God was
accustomed to speak audibly iu those times when He did speak, and
to speak from the Holy Place-the Most Holy Place. The child knew
not the voice and hastened therefore to his earthly teacher-" Thou
calledst me." "No, I called thee not, go back to thy bed." And the·
child went back again, and again, and the third time the Lord called
Samuel, and then Eli began to perceive that the same voice had called
the child and that the voice must have been the voice of Jehovah.
He said to Samuel: If the voice call again then you reply, " Speak,
Lord, for Thy servant heareth." The child went back to his bed and
waited, and then came again this voice calling him by name as before,
and he replied, "Speak, for Thy servant heareth." It has been
remarked that he omitted the Divine name, and various reasons have
been assigned for the omission. Some think that it was from a sense
of fear and possibly of alarm, and that he scarcely knew what he said.
Or, as others consider, it was from a sense of the sacredness of the
Divine name which so overwhelmed him that he could not pronounce
it. You know how that it was the custom among the Jews to refrain
from using the name of Jehovah and to use some other title out of a
sense of supreme reverence for the sacred name. Afterwards it became
a mere custom. Now it may have been that the child might have been
thus awed under the nearness of God. What would it be to-night if
the voice of God were to speak audibly in our ears ~ The Lord knoweth.
However, the child's heart responded and was made willing to hearken
to whatever the Lord might reveal; and then when He did reveal
His mind to the child, what a sad mission was appointed-that he
should have to bear the heaviest of tidings to the High Priest. We
notice when he arose in the morning he did not go to Eli immediately
but went to his little duties in the tabernacle. But Eli was concerned
to know what had passed between the Lord and Samuel, and therefore
he bade him divulge everything that had passed, to keep nothing back,
and Eli went so far as to threaten the child as to what consequences
would result if he kept anything back. But this dear child, enabled by
the grace of God, was faithful. "And Samuel told him every whit,
and hid nothing from him" (v. 18). Nothing-the least-was kept
back from poor Eli. Although the child was speaking under a threat,
there seems to have been no fear of man, he delivered what God had
made known to him. This is a lesson for us that if the Lord teach us
from His Word His precious truth we are to be found faithful in declaring it every whit, not keeping anything back from fear of man, or
calculating what the consequences to us may be, but just telling it
out every whit as the Lord gives us opportunity. "He hid nothing
from him "-how emphatic the Holy Ghost is, "every whit," and" hid
nothing from him."
And then the effect of the Word of God-for such it was-upon the
high priest, upon his conscience, upon his heart, upon his judgment.
He said, "It is the Lord "-1 accept the Word of the Lord at the
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cbi Id's moutb. This is not the only instance in the Scriptnres of
God's employing little cbildren for tbe furtherance of His cause and
truth and kingdom. Nothing is too bard for the Lord, and He wills
that it sbould be understood that power belongeth unto Him and that
we are not to be looking to instruments but to be looking above and
beyond tbem to Him to Whom power belongeth. And so Eli aecepted
the testimony of the little child as the Word of the Lord and responded
to it and said, " It is Jehovah: let Him do what seemeth Him good."
It needs great grace to receive such news as this from the Lordthat the day of chastisement is overtaking us, that tbe rod is already
in the Lord's hand, is already uplifted and may at any moment smite
us. Oh, it needs great grace to say from the heart, " It is the Lord:
let Him do what seemeth Him good. If in His sigbt stripes are
necessary for my well-being and for His glory, so let it be. Smite,
Lord, smite, yet smite in compass iou, measure the stripes, remember
infirmities, remember the weakness of man, remember his frame,
remember he is dust." And if there be godly sorrow for the sin which
brings chastisement about, the Lord will cut short His work in righteousness. The Lord will have compassion, He multiplies compassion, and
He is abundant in mercy; and though He appoint tribulation and
affliction in chastisement it is but for a season. "He stays His rough
wind in the day of the east wind," He knows how much the weak ean
bear. This is our comfort in times of correction and chastisement
at the Lord's hand. Oh, for grace, dear friends, in all of us to say
at our worst times, though, as in Jacob's case, all things seem to be
against us, " It is lhe Lord,. let Him do what seemeth Him good."
May He ble s His Word, for Christ's sake.

FULL

ASSURAJ.~CE.

By THE LATE REV. J. B. WADDINGTON, VICAR OF Low 1\'100R,
CLITHEROE, LAJ.~CASHIRE.

Concluded from page 30l.
One who had for many weary years sought rest for her bnrdeued
soul, and fouud it not, because she sought it not by faith, but as it
were by the works of the law (Rom. ix. 32), at last found it by taking
God at His Word, and wrote to a friend as follows: "There is no
reason why we should not be sure that we are saved, because it is in
the Bible. We should aim at entire trust. I often fear for an hour
or so, but generally, as soon as I can take up the Bible, comfort comes,
for it is all clear there. So I hope I am now learning to believe when
I don't feelr-to be quite sure I shall go to heaven, because the Bible
says so, though I may not always be bright about it. Clouds may
come, but my safety depends upon God never breaking His promisenot upon my feelings. Dr. Bonar says of this rest of soul, ' Tbe Gospel
does not command us to do anything in order to obtain life, but it
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bids us to live by that which another has done: and the knowledge of
its life-giving truth is not labour, but rest-rest of soul-rest which
is the root of all true labour; for in receiving Christ we do not labour
in order to rest, but we rest in order to work. In believing, we cease
to work for pardon, in order that we may work from it: and what
incentive to work, or source of joy in working, can be greater than an
ascertained and realized forgiveness?' I am sure that the more we
are able to realize a present pardon, the more we shall wish to live so
as to please Him" (Eph. iv. 32).
Whcn the Israelites, in obedience to God's direction, had slain the
Paschal Lamb, and sprinkled their door-posts with the blood, they
were perfectly safe, although they might still tremble at the thought
of the destroying angel. Their security did not depend upon their
feeling safe, any more than it did upon their worthiness; bnt upon
the fact that the blood was actually applied. Whatever their feelings
wcre, they made no difference as to their safety; for God had said,
" When I see the blood I will pass over you" (Exod. xii. 13). If they
believed the message which God had sent to them hy His servant
:\loses, they acted upon it, and were from that moment quite safe.
No doubt ome had great faith and other only little faith, bnt their
sccurity depended not upon what degree but upon what kind of faith
they possessed. A little child's weak band may receive a gift as well
a the strong hand of a man. There may be " the faith 01 God's elect"
(Titus i. 1) when not in such a degree as to bring a sense of perfect
security into the soul. Christians who have only a grain 01 true faith
should be encouraged to pray to Him Who gently leads the young
and weak ones 01 His Rock: "Lord, I believe; help Thou mine
unbeliel": in order that" the smoking flax" may be fanned into a
steady Rame of unwavering trust in the Surety and His finished work.
" For by ONE OFFERING He hath perfected for ever them that are
sanctified" (Heb. x. a).
The reason why some helievers have not the comfortable assurance
which others possess is that they do not clearly see the unchangeable
nature of the love of God, but think that their salety depends upon
their faithfulness, and that He changes because they do: whereas, He
says emphatically, " I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with loving kindness have I drawn thee" (Jer. xxxi. 3). "I
change not; therefore ye sons 01 Jacob are not consumed" (Mal. iii. 6).
My love is oft-times low,
My jOy still ebbs and flows:
But peace with Him remains the same,
No change Jehovah knows.
H

" 1 change-I-le changes not;
My Christ can never die:
His love, not mine, the resting-place,
His truth., not mine, the tie."

A father was sent for to a boarding-school to reprimand a wilful
child. As she continued obstinate, he leIt her without the usual
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affectionate kiss; but ere he passed out of sight, he turned, and looking
up at the house caught sight of his daughter's face at a window, and
could not restrain a forgiving and loving farewell smile. This went
to the young girl's heart, and gave her such a deep insight into his
unchanged affection, that she was overwhelmed with grief at the
thought of her conduct, and from that moment became a loving and
dutiful child.
The affection of this earthly parent affords ouly a feeble illustration
of the deep, enduring, and forgiving love of Him of Whom it is said,
that, "Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them
that fear Him. For He knoweth our frame; He remembereth that
we are dust" (Ps. ciii. 13, 14).
" We have not a High Priest Which cannot be touched with the
feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are,
yet without sin" (Heb. iv. 15).
A deeper insight into the gracious, loving heart of our Heavenly
Father, Whose affection does not depend upon anything in us, and
Who so yearns over lost and helpless ones, that He gave up His ouly
Son to make the satisfaction for their sins which His justice required,
begets a deeper, fuller trust and confidence in Him. "Acquaint now
thyself with Him, and be at peace: thereby good shall come unto
thee" (Job xxii. 21). Then will the once fearing one, astonished at
his want of trust, say to his soul, "0 thou of little faith, wherefore
didst thou doubt 1 " (Matt. xiv. 31).
U

His love in time past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink;
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review,
Confirms His good pleasure to help me quite through."

During stormy weather, a little bird followed a ship for miles, afraid
of falling into the waste of waters, yet too timid to trust itself to man.
At last, when quite spent with its efforts to save itself, it dropped upon
the deck of the ship. A kind-hearted sailor stooped, and tenderly
taking up the poor, terrified little thing, placed it for warmth and shelter
in his bosom. By and by it ceased to tremble, and learned to trust
its kind protector. Just so is it with the soul when awakened to a.
sense of its peril, and when, after vain efforts to save itself, it flees to
Christ the Ark of Safety, and being "shut in" by God Himself,
realizes that" the Eternal God is its Refuge, and that underneath are
the Everlasting Arms" (Deut. xxxiii. 27).
The heliever's experience is well expressed by Dr. Watts :U

How oft have sin and Satan strove
To rend my soul from Thee my God!
But everlasting is Thy love,
And Jesus seals it with His hlood.

.. The oath and pTomise of the Lord
Join to confirm the wondrous grace;
Eternal power performs the Word,
And fills all Heav'n with endless praise.
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" Amidst temptation sharp and long,
lily soul to this dear refuge flies;
Hope is my anchor, fi.rm and strong,
While tempests blow, and billows rise.

"The Gospel bears my spirit up :
A faithful and unchanging God,
Lays the foundation of my bope
In oaths, and promises, and blood."

There is a question connected with assurance which has perplexed
many, viz.: "What is the witness of the Spirit?" Some imagine that
it is a direct revelation to the soul of its salvation; and many, I fear,
are led by this mistake to conclude that they are right, because they
feel that they are.
Whereas the Spirit beareth witness with our spirit that we are the
children of God (Rom. viii. 16; 1 John v. 10), when, by applying
His Own Word to the soul, He convinces us of sin, and enables us by
faith to realize that Christ has fully atoned for it; and when he leads
us to love the things we once cared not for, and to cease to value those
we once prized (2 Cor. v. 17; 1 John iii. 14).
No doubt the cause why some lack " Full Assurance" is that they
are not living consistently. Conversion to God and separation from
the world should go together. If we desire" the peace of God which
passeth all understanding," we must seek our Master's glory by a holy
walk and conversation, and go into no place or company where we
cannot take Him with us. "Be not conformed to this world" (Rom.
xii. 2). "Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers"
(2 Cor. vi. 14), or your happiness and usefulness will be at an end.

THE WRITER OF "WELLSPRI GS."
IT is a great cause of gratitude to God that our higWy esteemed friend
(Miss R. Cowell), the writer of "Wellsprings," has been enabled for
full sixty years to write regular monthly articles for the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE during that long period. The article which appears in this
issue will complete her sixtieth year of testimony in the Magazine.
Beginning to write for the September issue in the year 1880, the Lord
has spared her and enabled her to go on until now. Of very few indeed
could such a testimony be borne. Large numbers of our readers now
in heaven, and many more who are still pilgrims to the heavenly Zion,
have, we believe, been helped and comforted by her deeply experimental
articles. On behalf of the Trustee of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE we
tender our warmest thanks to our dear friend for all her long-continued
labours and for her warm-hearted and loving interest in the work of
the Magazine during this lengthy period. May" the Father of mercies
and the God of all comfort" abundantly cheer and comfort her in
the evening of her life, and grant her in rich measure many fresh
tokens of His lovingkindness and tender mercy.
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A FEW SUGGESTIONS ON GENESIS XXIV.
" TELL me, I pray thee, is there room in thy father's house for us
to lodge in 1 " (Gen. xxiv. 23). My eye caught the question one day,
and (overlooking for the moment its setting) I involuntarily thought of
the" room to lodge in " that there is in the power and the promise
of the Father of mercies-in the Atonement of Christ, in the almighty
and invincible IUldertaking of the blessed Spirit. The thought came
so spontaneously: with such a sense of gentle peace and rest and
abundance that I felt sure it was not of my own prodnction. I was
made glad in His abundance. He was my "strong habitation" to
which I resorted. "Come in, thou blessed of the Lord."
"Room to lodge in" sngge ts the end of the day. What a satisfaction possesses us, when, having arrived at a strange place, we find the
accommodation that we need and seek, and we know that the night
will not find us homeless wanderers. Few of ns know, as the Lord
knew, as many of our forefathers knew, what it is to have no place
to lay onr head, to have to wander in deserts and in mountains. Paul
had no certain dwelling-place. David was driven from house and
home, but they dwelt" in the secret place of the Most High, and under
the shadow of the Almighty." In His tender care they laid them
down and slept, lodging in His arms: while He gave them to look
forward to taking their own place iu the house not made with hands:
a dwelling and not a lodging only, prepared for them by tbe Lord.
"Tell me, I pray thee, is tbere room for us to lodge in 1" The
request was proffered years afterwards in Bethlehem of Judea, but
not to receive the answer desired. There was no room left. But the
Lord had come with as fixed a purpose as ever Eljezer had, and without
his fears of contingencies and po sible disappointment. He came at
the command of His Father, and the Spirit of the Lord was upon Him
as He gave His message. In the evening, He sat down at the table
desiring to eat with them, before He laid Himself down to sleep. And
now it is the morning of the next day, for the resurrection is past,
and the bride of Christ is called and asked, "Wilt thou go with this
Man 1" It seems rather wonderful that Rebekah should have been
so willing to leave home forthwith, and to go, in a sense she knew not
whither (at least she had not been tbat way before), and in the care
of one she had not ever seen until then. But in her answer we read
the respon e of the called of God. They rise immediately, bent on
reaching the" Lover of their sonls." Many hindrances are proposed,
or postponements, but none are heeded, or at least none overcome
the spirit of life that forhids their remaining where they are. Rehekah's
mother and brother wanted her to wait a few days" at the least ten:
after that she shall go." Stay to keep the ten commandments and
then go to Christ: or stay to la hour hand and foot, and have something to take. When we remember that this chapter in Genesis in
all its detail is written for our instruction, and has a significance as
well as a primary meaillng, being not for" private interpretation," we
must wonder what all it applications are.
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I was struck with the modesty (if not humility-humility is not
easily recognized perhaps) as well as the zeal of the excellent Eliezer.
" I am Abraham's servant," he said; why not" I am the teward of
Ahraham's household" 1 If we compare the fourteenth, eighteenth,
and forty-sixth verses we see that he did not repeat the title of " my
lord," by which the willing and courteous Rebekah addressed him.
How he went over the wouderful leading of God, accounting them
all marvellous in their kindness and exactitude. His last words giveu
to u were, It is mylnaster."
And if we knew the "sound of our Master's feet" better than we
do, we should perceive more of His goings of whom Moses did write.
It says of Rebekah, "Isaac 10\'ed her." And" Christ also loved
the Church. But Christ has the pre-eminence. Isaac gave Rehekah
golden bracelets and earrings. Other pl'ecious things were given to
her mother and to Laban. The whole earth is full of God's riches.
But Christ loved the Church and gave Himself for her.
H

FOLLOWER-ON.

THE BIBLICAL PLAGUES.

VII.

HAIL.

By MR. TREVOR T. EDWARDS, F.R.H.S., OF EDINBURGH.
WE are living in the days when the waters of Christianity are not at
flood-tide. They have been receding so rapidly in recent years as to
cause the fear that the days are not very far distant when Christianity
will have taken up its abode among the dead religions-those graves
of broken hopes and shattered longings.
And in this day of national danger there is one attitude that is so
conspicuous-the refusal to look facts in the face, the refusal to deal
with the root-causes of our national danger, the refusal to do aught
than to cherish the fruit-effects of our ci\'ilization. What will the
issue be 1 Probably our arms will be victorious a second time in a
quarter of a century, but assuredly we cannot hope to come out alive
from the third visitation of judgment: the dark shadow of which has
already begun to creep o'er us-steadily oncoming.
Now" Whatsoever things were writteu aforetime were written for
our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures
might have hope" (Rom. xv. 4). It was the same in the ancient
world as is now enacted in the modern. There are no dispensations
in sin, the human heart is just as corrupt as ever it was. How pitiable
is the triumph of the lacerated heart that vaunts itself in miseries
which arc as useless as they are horrid! Ancient or modern, it is all
the same. The Bible is history written on a large scale, and we prefer
to express it according to the ancient--" the strength of Pharaoh
shall he your shame, and the trust in Egypt confusion" (Isa. xxx. 3).
" Now the Egyptians are men and not God; and their horses flesh
and not spirit" (Isa. xxxi. 3)-(a double pleonasm, each put two ways,
positive and negative, for great emphasis).
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With the coming of the hail we enter on the latter phase of the
Ten Plagues. "Let My people go that they may serve Me. For I
will at this time selid all My plagues upon thine heart" (Exod. ix. 13, 14).
The first six plagues were hurled against the body, and only to partial
purpose; the last four were directed against the heart, and fully
achieved their purpose-the release of the children of Israel and as a
real revelation of character and attitude. The effect was instantaneous:
" Pharaoh sent, and called for Moses and Aaron, and said unto them,
I have sinned this time: the Lord is righteous, and I and my people
are wicked. Intreat the Lord (for it is enough) that there be no more
mighty thunderings and hail" (verses 27, 28). Parenthesis of emphasis.
"Mighty thunderings" in the Hebrew = Voices of Elohim (a strong
superlative). But" when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail
and the thunders were ceased, he sinned yet more and hardened his
heart, he and his servants. And the heart of Pharaoh was hardened"
(verses 34, 35). This discloslue of disposition is here intensified by
a strong alliteration.
Before the hail came pelting down, Pharaoh is made to understand
God's power. Render verse 15 as follows: "For now I might have
stretched out Mine hand and smitten thee and thy people with pestilence; and then thou and thy people hadst been cut off from the
earth." With the coming of a new order of plagues, Pharaoh is made
to recognize" the voices of God," and that henceforth he would be
no longer sinning in ignorance. We do not need to be Pharaohs to
be capable of hardening our hearts against God. Persons in obscure
places can do it as readily as those on the pinnacles of greatness.
Before the fire ran along upon the ground Pharaoh is additionally
told that, "in very deed for this cause have I raised thee up, for to
show in thee My power; and that My Name may be declared throughout all the earth" (verse 16). The italics in this verse are not needed,
as this word is one of the words used in English to express the fifth
voice of a regular Hebrew verb. This voice known as Hiphil occurs
twice in this verse, but it is not translated as such in the latter instance.
It is usually causative of the simple verb. A close translation of the
thirteen words in this verse is: "And indeed for this purpose have I
caused (made) thee to stand for the purpose to cause (make) thee to
see My power and to the intent to narrate My Name in all the earth."
God places wicked men in positions where their true character is made
manifest. "The Lord hath made all things for Himself: yea, even
the wicked for the day of evil" (Prov. xvi. 4). Little did Pharaoh
realize that he was making himself a spectacle for humanity to hehold,
a name for himself such as none made who went before or followed
after, in peace or war. His memory is dragged perpetually in the
procession of triumph at the chariot wheels of the Almighty. As with
evil men so with good. It is more important to have Abraham's
faith than Abraham's fame. There may have been many who have
been as meek as Moses, though only Moses has been so set forth for
the whole world to see. Sages and philosophers and those in humble
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station listen to his words, not so much out of deference to his rank
as with attention which intelligence lends to superior wisdom. No
man ever more perfectly blended in his own person the virtues of the
pbilosopber with the talents of the general. No deprecating look was
his as he faced Pharaoh.
On the morrow there came over Egypt the most terrible thunderstorm that Egypt has ever endured. The fame of that electric flash
has come down to our own day: one of the world's greatest air-raids.
On came this awful cloud of the Almighty, more terrible than an army
with banners. "Fire ran along upon the ground" (verse 23), and red
forked lightnings flashed beyond its advancing edge and athwart the
grim blue sky, and the hail cloud of blackness swirled along beneath.
Like a sulphurous smoke this devastating disaster moved, blown before
the onrush of this terrific typhoon. Each instant it enlarged its
compass until all Egypt was enveloped by scorching fire, lashing hail,
and whistling wind. Soldiers at their posts of sentry, shepherds in
their fields, and those who were abroad on that day, were struck
down by the hail and wind, and after the fire there could be seen heaps
of charred bodies of dead and wounded. The aftermath-indescribable terror and woe, a scene of desolation, a prostrate land, a great
empire harassed by the Almighty's hurricane. Fields of flax and
barley smitten, trees broken and stripped, vines laid low, houses and
villages devastated, temples and palaces made like hovels, corpses
everywhere, scorched debris of all sorts, and on the highways death,
desolation, and horror reigned. On this day God is God and Isis is
no god; or if a god, where is its power 1
Did all this stark horror come without warning 1 No, for it was
judgment tempered with mercy. "Send therefore now, gather thy
cattle, and all that thou hast in the field; for upon every man and
beast which shall be found in the field, and shall not be brought home,
the hail shall come down upon them and they shall die. He that
feared the word of the Lord among the servants of Pharaoh made his
servants and his cattle to flee into the houses: and he that set not
his heart unto the word of the Lord left his servants and his cattle
in the field" (verses 19-21).
Once again it was not long ere" Pharaoh sent" for Moses (Exod.
viii. 8, 25; ix. 7, 27). He makes an acknowledgment to the Lord's
servants, " I have sinned this,time: the Lord is righteous, and I and
my people are wicked." But it was only lip service. Sin is not a
mere outward act, so that a man can say that he is sinning and sometimes not sinning. True confession of sin is the acknowledgment of
the deep and accursed well within, of those reservoirs of thought and
intents of the heart. Sin is not a mere limb to be amputated, hut
a life that needs to he cleansed: amendment of life is the apex and
crown of repentance. Was it so with Pharaoh on this occasion 1
" When Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the thunders were
ceased, he sinned yet more, and hardened his heart . . . neither would
he let the children of Israel go." Pharaoh was only afraid of God's
24
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frown, not of the vileness of his own transgressions or the creeping
paralysis on his hardening heart. God is not met with in the earthquake, nor in the fire, but in the still small voice that ·speaks within
the breast. Pharaoh had a gnilty conscience, depraved imaginations,
intellect darkened by error, yet he repented of his repentance and his
people joined him in his act of obduracy (verse 34). This bias towards
iniquity is like a mighty river that carries the most earnest vows
steadily along stream into the gulf of oblivion.
Oh, reader, cry to God for deliverance if you find yourself in the
river of indifference, for its waters are wide and shallow, its current
sluggish and bounded by Pontine Marshes.
And so the spectacle has receded from our eyes as we have moved
away from the sixth plague with its unclean sight and stench of what
was not a very dignified sort of disaster, putrescent bodies, stricken
mightinesses of paganism. Suddenly, the plagues swirl round from
without the body and drive with sirocco force to within the soul.
This latter form is infinitely a more to be dreaded disaster than sick
bodies. Unbelief, superstition, alarm. Confession, compromise, violated vows. Indifference, resistance, rnin. In this our day there is
ample warning placarded before our very eyes: for this "'Word is
very nigh unto thee, iu thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayest
do it " (Deut. xxx. 14). The persecution of man by man is ineffectual,
but the judgment of God none can dodge. "My friends, be not
afraid of them that kill the body, and after that have no more that
they can do. . . . Fear Him Who after He hath killed hath power
to cast into hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear Him" (Luke xii. 3, 4).
GOD OUR REFUGE.
God is our Refnge in distress,
A present help when dangers press,
An all-sufficient aid:
Tho' mountains from their seats are hurled,
And buried in the watery world,
We will not be afraid.
In tumults when the heathen raged
And war against His people waged,
His voice dispersed their powers:
Earth melted when it heard His voice.
This is our help; our souls rejoice,
For Jacob's God is ours.
Be still, and know that I am God,
I will be known and feared abroad:
Let all the earth adore.
But let the friends of God rejoice
In Jacob's God with heart and voice,
Nor fear for evermore.

•
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A PIECE OF "CUNNING" WORK.
MEN'S feelings are greatly hurt when, after taking great pains to put
into writing that which can be of great help to others, they find their
labour ignored and their work regarded as of no importance. If this
is the case with mankind at large, what must be God's feelings when
He beholds men disregarding His commandments and treating His
written Word as a thing of no value? The whole of Scripture being
inspired, it follows that God has some definite aim and purpose in all
He has caused to be written (2 Tim. iii. 16).
If men are willing to be taught, there is much to be learned from
the full account given us regarding the Tabernacle, its officiating
priesthood, and its services. The writer of the Epi tie to the Hebrews
referred again and again to these matters. He declares, " We have a
Great High Priest Who is passed into the heavens, even Jesus, the
Son of God"; and he adds, this Great High Priest was in all points
tempted as we are, yet without sin, and having been tempted, He is
able to succour those who are tempted. He is touched with a feeling
of our infirmities (Heb. iv. 14, 15; ii. 18). "Bow down, 0 reason!
Silent be, like Him is not another."
Whosoever is enabled, in any measure and degree, to apprehend
something of the great truth that the very Son of God was" made of
a woman" (Gal. iv. 4, 5), "made under the law," that He might
" redeem them that were under the law," and that He is able to save
to the nttermost all that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth
to make intercession for them (Heb. vii. 25), has before him that
which must fill him with wonder and amazement, as well as with
thankfulness and praise.
If reference be made to Leviticus xvi. 1 it will be found that the
Lord spake unto Moses, after the death of the two sons of Aaron,
and said, warn Aaron thy brother not to come at all times into the
holy place. The great day of atonement occurred only once a year,
on the tenth day of the seventh month, and on that day the high priest
was to take two goats, and one was selected by lot for the Lord and
the other for the scapegoat. The goat that was to be offered to the
Lord was slain and its blood sprinkled upon the mercy-seat and before
it, and an atonement was to be made for Israel. Upon the head of
the other goat the high priest placed his hands and confessed over
him all the sins and iniquities of the children of Israel, and then the
goat was sent away by a "fit man" into the wilderness.
Thus in a most solemn way the work of the Lord Jesus was set
forth. The one goat set forth in a figure the death of the Lord Jesns
for His people, and the other goat set forth, how by His death He
has for ever borne their sins away. Their sins are so gone that they
can never be found. "I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy transgressions and as a cloud thy sins" (Isa. xliv. 22). "I will not remember
thy sins" (Isa. xliii. 25). "In those days, saith the Lord, the iniquity
of Israel shall be sought for, and there shall be none, they shall not be
found" (Jer. I. 20).
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It would appear (Lev. xvi. 4, etc.) that when the high priest entered
into the holiest of all on the great day of atonement he was attired
in his rich garments and had upon him the" breastplate of judgment
with cunning work."
This breastplate of most skilful or " cunning" work is described in
Exodus xxviii., and as is there set forth, it had upon it twelve precious
stones. Each stone had engraved upon it the name of one of the
twelve tribes of Israel. Thus the whole congregation was there represented upon the breast of the high priest.
Again, the ephod (probably a tunic) upon which the breastplate
rested, was fastened on the shoulders with clasps consisting of a precious
stone set in gold. Each shoulder had one such stone and in each stone
six of the tribes' names were cut or engraved. Thus not only upon
his breast but also upon his shoulders did the high priest carry or
bear the names of all the tribes of Israel.
Now consider. The high priest represented or typified the Lord
Jesus not only in His office as Advocate of His people but also in that
very precious One-their Remembrancer. "Behold," saith the
Redeemer, " I have graven thee upon the palms of My hands" (Isa.
xlix. 16). And He Who makes this declaration adds (Isa. xlix. 15),
even though a mother may possibly forget her little babe, " yet will
I not forget thee."
What joy this assurance gives the believer! and what encouragement
it should give the true seeker.
The Almighty has" a book of remembrance," and all the names of
all His people are recorded therein. Not a name of a single child of
God is left out.
But there is another side to this question. As surely as the Lord
remembers those that are His, and as surely as He intercedes for them
and advocates their cause, so surely has He declared that He will call
to account all those who speak against Him, His cause, and His pcople
(Jude 15).
The skilful or "cunning" work with which the high priest's
breastplate was constructed contains a very precious truth for all
believers. He Who is their Great High Priest and Advocate is
supremely skilled in all He undertakes. He never lost a case. The
names of all His people are upon His heart, and He bears them up
by His almighty strength. "The Government is upon His shoulder"
(Isa. ix. 6).
P. 1. B.
" IF we find a passage which in itself is capable of two interpretations,
one of which harmonizes with the rest of the Scriptures while the
other does not, we are in duty bound to accept the former. It is a
recognized principle of interpretation that the more obscure passages.
are to be interpreted in the light of clearer passages, and not vice
versa."-Professor I-amine Boettner.
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"A PITCHER OF WATER."
WHEN the day had come for the Lord to partake of the Passover
Supper, and to institute the" Lord's Supper," we are told by Mark
and Luke that He sent Peter and John into the city, saying that they
should meet a man bearing a pitcher of water. They were then to
turn back, and follow him to a certain house, and in that house to
make due preparation for the supper.
The bearing of a pitcher of water by a man would be an unusual
sight, as this was generally done by women. Moreover, we may infer
that the pitcher was of unusual size to be carried by a man. We
have read of its destination; what was its destiny, its purpose 1
Turning to the account of the supper, as given by John in chapter
xiii, we read: "He riseth from supper, and laid aside His garments,
and took a towel, and girded Himself. After that, He poureth water
into a bason, and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them
with the towel wherewith He was girded."
May we not infer that the water was poured from a larger vessel
into a smaller, and therefore that the larger vessel would be the
"pitcher of water" that was carried to that upper room earlier in
the day 1 If this is correct, as I judge it is, it follows that the Lord
made suitable provision for the washing of the feet of His disciples;
and thus there shines a Divine beauty in " a man bearing a pitcher of
water."

But is not our Lord constantly doing the same now 1 Does He not
prepare beforehand everything that we need, everything that we enjoy,
everything that we suffer 1 We enjoy our blessings, and complain
of what we suffer, without fully realizing that they are the fruit of
infinite wisdom. The very word "provide" literally means to see
beforehand. Thus it is very beautiful to notice that when Peter
objected to having his feet washed, the Lord replied: "What I do
thou knowest not now, but thou shalt know hereafter."
Yes, dear child of God, there is an " afterward" yet to come as well
as a "hereafter" down here, wherein we shall behold the eternal
wisdom and infinite love that governed the experiences, and provided
the" afterwards" of Jacob, of Job, of Asaph, and of ourselves. May
it be ours in the meanwhile, not only to submit, but to acquiesce in
all He does.
Epsom.
WILLIAM WILEMAN.
THE" GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following. donations to the Fund :A Friend (per Rev. T.
Houghton, Miss E. A... £0 10 0
Houghton)
.. £1 0 0 Houghton, Miss L. M. .. 1 10 0
An Old-age Pensioner
0 5 0 Houghton, Rev. T.
1 0 0
C. W. I. ..
0 1 0 Mackaness, Mr. J. I.
0 4 0
Croft, Mr. G. A.
1 0 0 Naylor, Mr. F. ..
0 5 0
D. B. and G. B.
0 8 0
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OUR readers will be interested to hear that the Trustees of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE met in London on Tuesday, June 25th, to consider the
Report of the year 1939. It was found that in some respects the
Report was less cheering than that of the previous year. It was felt,
however, that the war, which began in September of last year, had
affected the Magazine in regard to income and advertisements, as it
had affected many other things. Cheering to relate, however, since
the year 1940 had dawned, God in His providence had gracionsly
arranged that two large gifts should be received which would enable
the Trustees to carry on, notwithstanding the difficulties which have
arisen through the war. We can thus thank God and go forward.
We hope all our readers will give themselves to prayer for God's
increasing blessing on the Magazine. Writers and readers all need
constant supplies of Divine grace.
Needless to say, in this very solemn time in the history of the world
and of the British Empire, increasing prayer should go up to God for
victory over the enemies of Gospel truth, and of the liberties and
blessings which we enjoy through the influence of the doctrines and
precepts of the Bible. "The horse is prepared against the day of
battle: but safety (victory) is of the Lord" (Prov. xxi. 31).
Let us humble ourselves before God for our many national sins and
cry mightily and daily unto Him for mercy and deliverance.

SENSATIONAL SERVICES.
A LETTER from one of our readers informed us that on a certain Sunday
at a Nonconformist Chapel, it was the children's anniversary, and the
whole service was devoted to them, including the distribution of
certificates. "A girl was allowed to read the lesson from the pulpit,
and the minister entertained the children during the whole morning
service and made them laugh continually. The Chapel was crowded,
and the people seemed to enjoy all the jokes as much as the children."
No wonder that our kind correspondent feels she must stay quietly
at home and read her Bible and good books rather than continue
attending such a place of worship. Other places are too far away,
and we are glad to learn that she does not travel by bus or train on the
Lord's day.
THE believer, like a man on shipboard, may fall again and again
on the deck, but he will never fall overboard.-C. H. Spurgeon.
MEANTIME the rnadding crowd of pleasure-seekers teem down our
highways on the Lord's day, defiance stamped on their faces; children
are being brought up in entire ignorance of God and His day; while
the feminine immodesty displayed on all hands grows increasingly
dari"!f.-The Gospel Standard.
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ll'oung folks' lPage.

A MIGHTY MAN OF VALOUR.
bravery: valour! Tbese are the things we need to-day.
No longer can we bide behind the glorious deeds of our men on land,
on sea, and in tbe air; all of us in our own houses, whether young or
old, can really help to fight the foe by means of our own courage and
endurance. But where is it to come from! We are fnll of fears and
anxieties, weakness and trembling. I will tell you something of a
hero, and of the source of his courage.
King William the Third of England was descended from the still
more famous William, surnamed the silent, the great Prince of Orange
who rallied the Netherlands to stand against the might of Spain, and
who, in the Name of the living God, defied all the armies of the Pope,
and brought victory to the Protestant cause. Our King William was
worthy of his great ancestor. He was not outwardly attractive, for
his manner was surly and ungracious; but he was a very great statesman, as his enemies could testify; and all alike hear witness to one
outstanding quality-his dauntless courage. Lord Macaulay, in
writing of William, says, " None conld ever discover what that thing
was which the Prince of Orange feared"! Never in any time of
danger did he show the slightest trace of any disturhance. Yet there
was scarcely any trial of courage to which he was not at some time
exposed. For one thing he was physically delicate, and was freq uently
beset by illnesses and ailments; he bore them all with cool patience.
For years he went about in danger of assassination; that is a fierce
test for the bravest-to feel that traitors are lurking, waiting to murder
their victim, and yet to go forward courageously about the duties
of the day! William never faltered. Sometimes in crossing between
Holland and England, he was in grave danger of shipwreck, and the
sailors themselves were amazed at his complete lack of fear. On one
occasion of great peril in the little sailing-boat, the crew remarked
that" he was as composed as if he had been in his own drawing-room! "
But it was in the hour of battle that he shoue supreme. Where the
fight was hottest, and the foe thickest, there the dauntless William
wonld be found, cheering on his men, and spurring them by his own
example to splendid deeds of courage. Danger seemed to be his true
element! His churlish ways were gone; he became cheerful and
genial, almost radiant.
That is all very well, you may say. William was evidently one of
those happy people who are born brave and fearless. It is very
different with me; I am naturally nervous and fearful. How can
William's example be any use to me !
I will tell you how. Macaulay, in his History, traces a connexion
between William's heroic courage and his personal religion. You
will see why readers who believe in the doctrines of grace, taught in
COURAGE:
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the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, should be able to imitate the fearlessness of
William, however frightened they might naturally be. William, like
all the other children of the House of Orange, was brought up a
Calvinist; but in his case he did not believe what he had been taught
just because it was his childhood's faith. He made a deep and long
study of the matter, and finally emerged a convinced Calvinist. Henceforth the doctrine of predestination became the keystone of his .religion.
He felt that he was called to be the champion of all pure Churches
and of all free nations. "He had a great work to do, and till it was
done nothing could harm him." That was the source of his courage.
That was why he could face illness and wounds, defeat and shipwreck,
battle and murder, with the same serene coolness, sure that no chance
danger could cut short his appointed time.
The same fountain of courage is ours. If we are among those who
like straying sheep have been brought back to the Shepherd of our
souls, we know that He is responsible for all that concerns us. The
work of salvation He finished long ago, when He laid down His life
on the cross; and now He is calling out those He came to save, chosen in
Him before the foundation of the world. Will He Who died for us
forsake us now ~ Is not our time in His hand ~ Then we ought to
fear nothing; for He gives His angels charge over us, so that no ill
can come near to us, nor any weapon prosper that is formed against
us. And if we should meet our death at the hand of the enemy, that
would not mean that the Lord had forgotten to take care of us, but
only that He was choosing that way to take us to Himself. I am
sure that we shall have no regrets for our" houses of clay," when we
have exchanged them for" a bnilding of God, an house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens."
Fear is very easily passed on from one to another. But so is courage.
Willjam's very appearance among his soldiers with his dauntless mien
was enough at once to revive their sinking courage. Should not we,
who have such good reasons for fearlessness, pray that by our calmness
and courage we may help to keep up the spirits of our friends and
neighbours in tills hour of England's trial ~ "The Lord is my light
and my salvation; whom shall I fear ~ the Lord is the strength of
my life; of whom shall I be afraid ~ "
DAMARIS.

A LETTER from Africa referring to the bookshelves of some missionaries
says: "Their bookshelves are crammed with modernistic literature
and disgusting novels. I can't tell you how wicked some of those
novel are."
BECAUSE we know not who belongs to the number of the predestinated,
or does not belong, our desire ought to be that all may be saved; and
hence every person we meet, we will desire to be with us a partaker
of peace. But our peace will rest upon the sons of peace.-Augustine,
quoted by Calvin.
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In JlllemOtiam.
THE LATE PASTOR J. R. HUNTLEY, OF BATH.
IT was a real sorrow to us to hear the news of Pastor John R. Huntley's
removal. His death took place on June 11th last at the ripe age of
83. During our ministry at Kensington Episcopal Chapel we gradually
became acquainted with him. On one occasion we rode together to
a funeral, and in course of conversation we learned that he held the
doctrine of particular redemption. It was our privilege to give an
address in his Chapel on the great subject of justification by faith
when a conference was being held there. Later on, during the Prayer
Book controversy, we had the opportunity of giving an address on
the proposed new Prayer Book in relation to Nonconformity. Circumstances once made it necessary for us to call at his shop in l\'lilsom
Street one Saturday afternoon, and before we parted we knelt together
in his office, and prayed for God's blessing on each other's ministry
on the coming Lord's day. We felt he was a genuine servant of the
Lord, and had a very high regard for him. After our leaving Bath in
1917 he became a regular subscriber to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. He
was a thorough-going stalwart for the old Evangelical truths. The
last time we saw him was at a Bible League meeting in Cannon Street
Hotel in London.
We were both privileged to take part in the meetings, and we were
personally impressed with the excellent address with which he closed
the evening meeting. He had a splendid voice, so that whether he
prayed or spoke at a meeting his utterances were very impressive.
Some years ago when some wrong criticism had been made by a
prominent preacher of John Newton's hymn, " 'Tis a point I long to
know," he replied to it in a tract which he published. Pastor Huntley,
while still carrying on business in the city of Bath, was for forty-two
years pastor of Widcombe Baptist Chapel. In the year 1933, advancing
years caused him to hand over the pastorate to the Rev. H. J. Galley,
though Mr. Huntley continued to help in the work.
For sixty-five years he had been engaged in the ministry of the
Word. Spurgeon's hymn book was in use in his Chapel.
Mr. Huntley co=enced his ministry of the Gospel at Nettleton,
Chippenham, and later on he laboured at Limpley Stoke. A Press
notice says, " he allocated a tenth of his income to good works of one
kind or another." He leaves behind him a widow and seven children,
to whom we offer our warm and tender Christian sympathy.
The funeral service was held at Widcombe Baptist Chapel, in which
the present pastor (the Rev. H. J. Galley) and the Rev. J. C. Church,
B.A., took part. John Newton's hymn, "How sweet the name of
Jesus sounds," was one of the hymns sung. The other hymn begins:
"To Christ the Lord let every tongue
Its noblest tribute bring."
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The last verse is :

"To heaveD, the place of His abode,
He brings my weary feet;
Shows me tbe glories of my God
And makes my joys complete."

Into that heaven, where Christ" the Rock on which he huilt" his
hopes is seated, our dear friend has now, we helieve, entered, and
" fulness of joy" is his portion and" pleasures for evermore." Absent
from the body, he is present with the Lord.

~Otte13ponlJ en ce.

THE HOMECALL OF OLD FRIENDS.

To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
June 3, 1940.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,
It is extremely solemn to me to sit up in bed, suffering lately from
shingles, and read of the homecall of so many beloved friends.
I first met dear Barnes (May GOSPEL MAGAZINE) at Old Hill in 1890.
Early in this century, when he followed Mr. Wakefield, he gathered
ahout 250 children. I preached his Sunday-school Anniversary
services, and on one Sunday afternoon, Barnes and 250 children read
Isaiah xl. in alternate verses. The effect I cannot descri he.
(June GOSPEL MAGAZINE.) I knew and loved Saunders from 1894,
and preached his Sunday-school Anniversary sermons for many years
at Ramsey and reedingworth. Unlike Barnes, he was taciturn, a
great reader, lovable to those who knew him hest.
And now Kelk. When he was in New Zealand in 'his youth, a
stranger to me, I wrote him a letter he prized all through life. He
named it to me last year. His was a life of quiet activity. Who will
next be called Home 1
With bnd esteem,
Sincerely yours,
Bethany,
WILLIAM WILEMAN.
14, Eastdean Avenue, Epsom.

ROMISH PERSECUTION.
WHILE tills page is in the compositor's hands (June 8th, 1852), the
Romish authorities have sentenced Francesco Madiai, and Rosa, his
wife (already imprisoned, on suspicion, in separate cells, for ten
months), to solitary confinement, with hard labour, the one for four
years and a half, the other for three years and a half, for the possession
of the Word of God in Italian, and for their confession of the name of
Christ.-Dr. S. P. Tregelles on Daniel, p. 214.
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J6eacon.

THE WAR AND PRAYERS FOR THE DEAD.
IN the Daily Telegraph for June 5th the Roman Catholic Cardinal
Hinsley in a letter to that journal recommended that thanksgiving
should be rendered to God for the recent wonderful and safe withdrawal of the British Expeditionary Force from Belgium. He went on
to advocate that prayer should also be offered for those who had given
their lives for their country. He wrote, " It is a holy and wholesome
thought to pray for the dead."
We notice that The Universe in its issue of Dec. 16th last says that
" The Catholic population of England and Wales is now 2,375,196."
On the other hand, the total population of England and Wales is
about forty millions.
It will be seen that the Roman Catholic population of England and
Wales comprises only a small proportion of the total population of
those two countries. This nation is therefore predominantly Protestant.
Yet it is remarkable what an influence the Romish hierarchy has in
this country, and what honour is given to its members in the Press.
Though we have no personal ill-will to members of the Roman Catholic
Church, we are thoroughly opposed to the peculiar doctrines of that
Church, and we deplore the increasing influence given to its leaders
in some of our leading newspapers.
Sad to say, despite the condemnation of prayers for the dead in the
Homilies of the Church of England, that unscriptural doctrine is
encouraged by many of our own leading men. We remember that
prayers for the dead were issued by authority in the last war. In the
recent form of prayer issued under the authority of the Archbishops
of Canterbury and York for use on May 26th, prayers for the dead
were included. Cardinal Hinsley, therefore, must know that in advocating prayers for our fallen soldiers he is in a line with the views of
our own Archbishops, and no doubt with the views of Anglo-Catholics
in general. We who still hold the great principles of the Protestant
Reformation, and who thank God that in the sixteenth century our
country was delivered from the errors and superstitions of the Church
of Rome, cannot but deplore the growing cordiality manifested towards
the Romish Church. The old antagonism to Romanism seems to be
dying out.
Our Reformers in the Thirty-Nine Articles had no hesitation in
condemning Romish doctrine. Purgatory, the Confessional, the
worship and adoration of images and relics, and the invocation of
saints are stated to be "repugnant to the Word of God." Transubstantiation is stated to be " repugnant to the plain words of Scripture," and the sacrifices of Masses are spoken of as "blasphemous
fables and dangerous deceits." Moreover it is expressly said that
" The Bishop of Rome hath no jurisdiction in this Realm of England."
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Our heart's desire is that Romanists may be saved, but with the Bible
in our hands we cannot condone the errors of the Roman Catholic
Church. We are inclined even to ask where is the Reformation
Protestantism of many of the Nonconformist Churches!

THE POPE, THE CHURCH OF ROME, AND THE WAR.
THE leading Anglo-Catholic newspaper has the following notes in its
issue of June 21st last ;" The first Italian casualty of the war is the Osservatore Romano,
the Vatican newspaper which immensely increased its circulation by
printing accurate war news, and is now not to print news at all. The
fact that the Pope has agreed to this practical suppression of his official
organ shows how futile is the so-called independence of the Vatican
City.
" It is worthy of note that in the last weeks there has been open
and violent abuse of the Pope in those extreme Fascist newspapers
which are known to be subsidized by the Goebbels propaganda machine.
Italy at war seems to want the world to know tbat it is at war with
the civilization largely derived from Rome and fostered through the
centuries by the Catholic Church. In these circumstances it is disconcerting that the Roman Church has different voices in different lands.
In England, Cardinal Hinsley speaks the mind of all his freedom - and
justice-loving fellow-couutrymen. In Belgium, Cardinal Van Rooy
defends and even eulogizes the treachery of King Leopold. In Spain,
the Roman Church is definitely on the side of Germany and Italy.
And this despite the fact that in Poland the Roman Church is being
persecuted by the Nazis with bestial thoroughness. Indeed, the Nazi
persecution is worse thau the vilest exploits of the Russian
Bolshevists."
MASSES FOR THE DEAD.
By THE LATE REV. J. HAMILTON, D.D.
ANOTHER correspondent asks "what the idea of the Ritualists is in
celebrating the Holy Communion after a death-especially as they are
doing for soldiers who have fallen in the war!" The idea is very
like that of the Roman Catholics who offer the "Sacrifice of the
Mass" for the release of the souls in Purgatory. According to Ritualistic teaching, the" Holy Eucharist" is a sacrifice. In this sacrifice
the body and blood of Christ Jesus are offered to God the Father,
under the veil of bread and wine. The benefits of this sacrifice are
applicable to the departed as well as to the living, but the manner in
which they are realized is not made clear, so far as I have studied
the subject. For example, in the book called The Catholic Religion,
which is a typical exponent of Ritualism, we meet with the following
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assertion: "That souls in the intermediate state are benefited by the
offering of the Eucharistic Sacrifice has always been believed in the
Church." The writer practically leaves it at that, and makes no
effort to explain how the benefit becomes effectual. He does not go
the whole extent of Romanism in defining Purgatory, but he says,
" For the many who depart this life apparently neither good enough
for heaven nor bad enough for hell, we may hope that a place of mercy
is provided in the intermediate state in which the evil will be completely purged and the good perfectly developed." Even there, however, he fails to show how the offering of the" Eucharistic Sacrifice"
can avail either for the purgation or the development referred to.
It is hardly necessary for me to say that such theories receive no
countenance from Holy Scripture. Indeed, several passages can be
adduced against the notion of any possible repetition or representation
of the sacrifice of Christ offered once for all on Calvary. Statements
can also be drawn from the inspired Word in direct conflict ,vith the
theory of purgation for souls in the intermediate state. These notions
are also specifically condemned by our Prayer Book and Articles of
Religion. Perhaps it is as well to add that the quotation given above
about the "Eucharistic Sacrifice" is one of those unwarranted and
egregious assertions for which Ritualistic writings are famous.

lltehttws anb jl.oticts of i5oots.
GOD'S SOVEREIGNTY AND THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD. By Elisha
Coles. Pp. 42. Price Is., by post Is. 2d. (Sovereign Grace
Union, 31, Imperial Bnildings, Ludgate Circus, London, E.C.4.)
Elisha Coles lived in the seventeenth century. He was a layman engaged in business, but his book on God's Sovereignty, the Righteousness
of God, Election, effectual Calling and Perseverance, has long been very
much valued by all who value the doctrines of grace. Mr. Spurgeon
issued an edition of this excellent work in the year 1866. He says,
" In my earliest days of religious thought this treatise was of great
assistance to me." Such Puritans as Dr. Thomas Goodwin and Dr.
John Owen warmly co=end the book. William Romaine, in the
eighteenth century, reco=ended the book with all his haert, and
said, " I wish it may be as useful to all who read it as it has been to
me."

Our readers will agree that the Sovereign Grace Union has done well
in sending forth another edition of this excellent work. But they are
printing it in five parts at a shilling each. "Page numbering will be
consecutive so that the whole may be bound in one volume when
complete, together with full Prefaces and Recommendations." One
great recommendation of the work is that it is full of Scripture proofs
and free froni all harshness in its exposition of the great truths on
which it treats.
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THE REVIVAL OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE: THE END NOT YET. By
G. H. Fromow. Price 6d., or 4s. 6d. a dozen.
The author of this pamphlet shows Mussolini's Roman Empire map.
He claims that Mussolini must fail, and suggests how Federal Uillon
may come. The pamphlet may he had of the author at 9, Milnthorpe
Road, Chiswick, London, W.4.
THE WAR WITH SATAN. By Basil F. C. Atkinson, lVI.A., Ph.D., UnderLihrarian, Cambridge University. Pp. 224. Price 3s.; post
free 3s. 4d. (Protestant Truth Society, 31, Cannon Street,
London, KC.4.)
Some time ago Dr. Atkinson wrote a book entitled Valiant in
Fight, whicb we were glad to review very favourably. The book he
has now written under the title The Wa-r with Satan is really "an
explanation of the Book of Revelation." We have read the whole book
carefully through, and we were surprised and sorry that the esteemed
autbor teaches the doctrine of the anillhilation of the devil. He says,
" Now there is a Scripture which teaches emphatically that the devil
will cease to exist." He claims that the twenty-eighth chapter of
Ezekiel, which treats of the Prince or King of Tyrus, refers to the
devil, and because it says in verse 19, " never shalt thou be any more,"
he concludes that we have an emphatic statement that" the devil
will cease to exist." Yet the chapter teaches us expressly that the
Prince of Tyrus is a man (verses 2 and 9). We suggest that to teach
the doctrine of the annihilation of the devil from this chapter is to say
the least quite unwarranted. Moreover, the words in Revelation xx. 10
are that the devil" shall be tormented day and illght for eve-r and ever."
This, we regret to have to say it, is a sad blot on the book. Naturally
it suggests that if the devil is annihilated, will not the other fallen
angels experience the same fate, and what about those who are not
found written in the book of life and who are cast into the lake of
fire 1 Will they be annihilated 1 The author says, " Individual men
are cast into the lake of fire, those who have not availed themselves of
the salvation won for them by Christ, and offered them by God. The
lake of fire is God's bonfire, into which the rubbish and refuse of His
universe will be thrown" (pp. 194, 197).
We shall rejoice if Dr. Atkinson would reconsider this question in
reference to the devil ceasing to exist.
We are glad to note that the author takes the old Evangelical view
as to inspiration and imputed righteousness and that he rejects the
teaching about evolution now so common. Throughout the book the
author takes the historical view of the prophecies in the Revelation.
We do not propose to discuss this, but we would make a few general
remarks.
1. First we would point out that there are three schools of interpretation of the Revelation, the P-reter·ists, " who hold that the whole or
by far the greater part of the prophecy has been fulfilled." The
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Historical interpreters, "who hold that the prophecy embraces the
whole history of the Church and its foes from the time of its writing
to the end of the world." The Futurist interpreters. These may be
divided into simple Fnturists and extreme Fnturists. There are
very important differences between these two sections of the Futurist
interpretation, so that it is important not to attribute to them the
same view of the prophecy.
2. Dean Alford points out that all the three classes of interpreters
have been attributed to Romish commentators. He says of the
historical view, "The first approach to it seems to have been made
by Berengand, not far from the beginning of the twelfth century:
who, however, carried the historic range of the Apocalypse back to
the creation of the world. The historic view is found in the fragmentary
exposition of the seals by Anselm of Havelsburg (1145): in the
important exposition of the Abbot Joachim (about 12(0).
"From Joachim's time we may date the rise of the continuous historic
school of interpretation. From tltis time men's minds, even in the
Romish Church, became accustomed to the ideas that the Apocalyptic
Babylon was in some sense or other not only pagan but papal Rome:
and that Antichrist was to sit, whether as an usurper or not, on the
tltrone of the papacy" (Dean AlfOT!I's " New Testament for English
Readers," Vo!. 11, pp. 348-351).
In view of the Romish origin of all these systems of interpretation
we think it is rather unfair to condemn the Futurist view, whether
simple or extreme, because it was first held by a Romanist. We might
as well condemn the doctrine of the existence of God because the
devils believe it. James says, "Thou believest that there is one
God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble" (James
ii. 19).
Moreover, there can be no doubt that thorough-going Protestants
have been found among all the interpreters of the Revelation. The
question which should concern us in all our interpretations of Scripture
is not what men have written on the subject, but what the Scriptures
themselves say. We feel more and more that it is best in our study
of Scripture, whether it be the prophetical, doctrinal, or preceptive
teachings of Scripture, to endeavour to study them with unbiased
minds in meek dependence on the guidance and teaching of the Spirit.
We may add that Dean Alford seems to take an independent line
in the interpretation of the Revelation. But we were interested to
see in his Introduction that he says, " Any system which requires it
(the sixth seal) to belong to another period than the close approach
of the great day of the Lord, stands thereby self-condemned." He
goes on to say, " As the seven seals, so the seven trumpets and the
seven vials run on to the time close upon the end. . . . Any system
which does not recognize this common ending of the three, seems to
me to stand thereby convicted of error" (pp. 352, 353). So many
are the books written .on the Revelation that Spurgeon says, " Blessed
are they who read and hear the words of the prophecy of the Revelation,
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but the like blessing has evidently not fallen on those who pretend to
expound it, for generation after generation of them have been proved
to be in error by the mere lapse of time." (Spurgeon's" Lectures to
My Students," First Series, p. 83.)
CONTEMPLATIONS OF THE GOD OF ISRAEL. By William Huntington.
Pp. 184. Price 2s. 9d., post free. (C. J. Farncombe & Sons Ltd.,
30, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, E.C.4.)
THESE contemplations consist of uineteen letters written by the famous
William Huntington to his friend, the Rev. J. Jenkins, of Lewes,
Sussex. The great theme on which he writes is the Holy Spirit, the
third Person in the Trinity. As he proceeds with the subject he
seems to realize how inexhaustible it is, and he seems unable to stop
unfolding the truth concerning God the Holy Ghost. He does this
with a remarkable wealth of Scripture quotation.
Thomas Wright, in his Life of Huntington, places The Contemplations on the God of Israel among Huntington's masterpieces. Our
late friend, Mr. John E. Hazelton, says, " Huntington had a profound
knowledge of the Word of God and of the human heart; he was
especially great in treating of the work of the Holy Spirit, as his
Contemplations on the God of Israel nobly testify."
This handy volume has a preface by Mr. Herbert Moore, the present
palltor of Jireh Chapel, Lewes, and has several illustrations.

THE EUROPEAN TRAGEDY AND BAD RELIGION. By the Rev. Henry
Townsend, M.A., D.D. Pp. 8. Price 2d., postage Id. (To be
obtained from the Protestant Truth Society, 31, Cannon Street,
London, E.C.4.)

"WELL WITH HIM."
FROM the beginning of the year to the end of the year, from the first
gathering of evening shadows until the day-star shines, in all conditions
and under all circumstances, it shall be well with the righteous. It is
so well with him that we could not imagine it to be better, for he is
well fed. He feeds upon the flesh and blood of Jesus. He is
well clothed. He wears the imputed righteousness of Christ. He is well
housed. He dwells in God. He is well marr·ied. His soul is knit in
bonds of marriage union to Christ. He is well provided for, for the
Lord is his Shepherd. He is well endowed, for heaven is his inheritance.
It is well with the righteous--'well upon Divine authority. The mouth
of God speaks the comforting assurance. 0 beloved, if God declares
that all is well, ten thousand devils may declare it to be ill, but we
laugh them all to scorn.-C. H. Spurgeon.

