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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST

C( Seeing then that we have a great high Priest, That is passed into
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our

. profession."-HEBREws iv. 14.

THE Epistle to the Hebrews is the only book in the New Testament
which mentions Christ as the High Priest of His people. Ten times
over His high Priestly office is mentioned. He Who holds this office
is " Jesus the Son of God." By Him'the Father hath spoken to us
in these last days. By Him " He made the worlds." To Him the
Father said, " Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation
of the earth; and the heavens are the works of Thine hands. They
shall perish, but Thou remainest." We who are" holy brethren,
partakers of the heavenly calling," "we which have believed," " we
have a great high Priest, That is passed into the heavens, Jesus the
Son of God." Though He has passed .into the heavens, and is " set
on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens"
(chap. viii. 1), yet He is our high Priest. We have Him, and He has
us. We are ., His people," His sheep, His brethren, He is· our
Saviour, our Redeemer, our Lord, We are members or" His body.
He nourishes and cherishes us. He now appears in the presence of
God for us.
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" Though now ascended up on high,
He bends on earth a Brother's eye;
Partaker of the human name,
He knows the frailty of our frame."

We are bidden to "consider the Apostle and high Priest of our
pr5fession, Christ Jesus" (chap. iii. 1). Let us seek to do so in this
Our Family Portion.

1. First, consider Him as a high Priest Who made propitiation
for the sins of His people.

He was " a merciful and faithful high Priest in things pertaining
to God, to' make propitiation for the sins of the people" (Heb. ii. 17,
R.V.). Out of love to them the Father sent His Son to be the
propitiation for their sins (see 1 John iv. 10). He, when He died,
expiated, paid the penalty of the sins of His people, redeemed them
from the curse of the law, being made a curse for them. He
appeased God's judicial wrath against the sinner by bearing the
penalty in the stead of the sinner. He did this as the high Priest of
His people. His mercy was extended towards them to th~t end.
He loved and pitied them and gave Himself for them. Thus through
His propitiatory work God can at once be just, and yet the Justifier
of him that believeth in Jesus. He came on purpose to give His life
a ransom instead of many, and He was faithful in drinking the cup
of penal suffering which His Father had put into His hand. He wa
indeed "a merciful and faithful high Priest."

" With pitying eyes, the Prince of Grace
Beheld our helpless grief:

He saw, and-O amazing love!
He came to our relief.

" Oh! for this love let rocks and hills
Their lasting silence break,

And all harmonious human tongues
The Saviour's praises speak."

2. He is a risen and ascended high Priest.

"We have a great high Priest, That 'is passed into the heavens,
Jesus the Son of God." The incarnate Saviour" died for our sins
according to the Scriptures" and "He rose again the third day
according to the Scriptures." But He did more. "It is Christ that
died, yea rather, that is risen again, Who is even at the right hand
of God, Who also maketh intercession for us" (Rom. viii. 34). The
Aaronic priests were many in number, "because they were not
suffered to continue by reason of death." Christ's death was only
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temporary. He arose again the third day, and continued acting as
the high Priest of His people, and "Because He continueth ever,
He hath an unchangeable (an intransmissible) priesthood." "He is
a\l high Priest for ever after the order of Me1chisedec" (Heb. vii.
23,24; vi. 20). He is always able to exercise His saving and inter
cessory functions because He is an abiding high Priest. "He is able
also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him,
seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them" (Heb. vii. 25).
He is alive for evermore to save completely all that come unto God
by Him. Think of that, dear children of God, you have an almighty
and ever-living Saviour, and an ever-loving Saviour. You can say,
:' Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?" What an
abiding comfort, that is. He lives! He loves! He cares! He
keeps!

" Hallelujah! who shall part
Christ's Own Church from Christ's Own heart?
Sever from the Saviour's side
Souls for whom the Saviour died?
Cast one precious jewel down
From Emmanuel's blood-bought crown? "

3. Thirdly, He is a sympathising and sinless high Priest.

"We have not an high Priest Which cannot be touched with the
feeling of our infirmities." Thank God for that. "He was in all
points tempted (or tried) like as we are."

"Touched with a sympathy within,
He knows our· feeble frame;

He knows what sore temptations mean,
For He has felt the same."

So wrote Dr. Watts. Another hymn-writer (Michael Bruce) says,

" In every pang that rends the heart,
The Man of Sorrows had a part;
He sympathises with our 'grief,
And to the sufferer sends relief."

Yet, let us remember that though He was in all points tempted like
as we are, He never gave way to any temptation to sin. All the
temptations He endured were" without sin" on His part. He was
always" holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners" (Heb. vii.
26). The Jewish high priest had "to offer sacrifice, first for his
own sins, and then for the people's." Christ offered sacrifice only
for His people's sins, and when He offered Himself for them He
offered Himself" without spot to God ", (Heb. ix. 14). How corn-
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forting to read that, "In that He Himself hath suffered being
tempted, He is able to succour them that are tempted ", (Heb. ii. 18).

-4. Fourthly; we may speak of Him as an encouraging high Priest ..

It is His Spirit Who has inspired all the encouraging truths of
Scripture, and how encouraging it is to read that we have" boldness
to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus," and we are exhorted
because of the sympathy of our great high Priest to "come boldly
unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace
to help in time of need" (Heb. iv. 16; x. 19). Do we not need
mercy? Is there ever a day when we do not need it? How
immensely comforting, then, that mercy is obtainable? Our God,
the God of all grace, is a God Whose mercy is " from everlasting to
everlasting." He is always" the Father of mercies and the God of
all comfort." What a mercy it is that mercy is obtainable and thi\t
we may humbly, yet with courage and confidence, come to) the
throne of grace for it.

5. Fifthly, He is the divinely-appointed high Priest of His people.

The Jewish high priest was divinely-appointed. He did not take
this honour unto himself. He was called of God to it. "So also
Christ glorified not Himself to be made an high Priest: but He that
said unto Him, Thou art My Son, to-day have I begotten Thee."
As He saith also in another place, " Thou art a Priest for ever after
the order of Melchisedec" (Heb. v. 4-6). Thus Christ was" called
of God an high Priest after the order of Melchisedec" (Heb. v. 10;
Psalm ex. 4). He was not Self-appointed. His Father appointed
Him. He exercised this office in the past and exercises it still by
His Father's authority. Being an high Priest of things to come, He,
through the eternal Spirit, offered Himself without Sp?t to God, and
by His shed blood secured deliverance from all the penalty which
His sinful people deserved, amI now He has entered into heaven
itself, now to appear in the presence of God as His people's
Intercessor. We look back to see Him on the cross exercising Hi,]
High Priestly work of atonement. We look up and see Him -on' the
throne exercising His High Priestly work of intercession.

6. Sixthly, He is our reigning High Priest.

" He is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the
h~avens." To H[m the Father said, "Thy throne, 0 God, is {or
ever and ever . . . Thou Lord, in the beginning hast laid the'
foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of Thine
hands: they shall perish, but Thou remainest." The Son says to
His people, " All power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth ...
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arid, 10, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world"
(Heb. i. 8-11; Matt. xxviii. 18, 20). Thus we, His people, feeble
and unworthy though we are, have a kingly High Priest. We have
One Who exercises all power and authority in the whole universe,
and Be is on the side of His people. They are members of His
body. He is their Head, and He is always with them to exercise
His power, and to manifest His love and sympathy on their behalf.

"My dear Almighty Lord,
My Conqueror and my King,
Thy sceptre, and Thy sword,
Thy reigning grace I sing;
Thine is the -power; behold I sit
In willing bonds before Thy feet."

7. He is an efficacious High Priest.

On the, day of Atonement, which occurred once a year in con
nectio,n with the old covenant, the Jewish high priest offered the
blood of bulls and of goats for his own sins and for the sins of the
people. But both the Jewish high priest and the atoning blood
which he offered were only typical of our great High Priest and of
His Own blood which He offered. Of Christ our great High Priest
we read, " Christ being come an High Priest of good things to come,
by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that
is to say, not of this building; neither by the blood of goats and
calves, but by His Own blood He entered in once into the holy
place, having obtained eternal redemption for us. For if the blood
of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the
unclean', sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: .how much more
shall the blood of Christ, Who through the eternal Spirit offered
Himself without spot to God; purge your conscience from dead
works to serve the living God?" (Heb. ix. 11-14).

The sacrifices offered under die law "can never with those
sacrifices which they (the Jewish high priests) offered year by year
continually make the corners thereunto perfect. For then would'
they not have ceased to be offered? because that the worshippers
,once purged should have had no more conscience of sins. But in
those sacrifices there is a remembrance again made of sins every
year. For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goat~

should fake away sins. ... Every priest (Jewish priest) standeth
daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which
can never take away sins: but this Man (the Man Christ Jesus),
after He had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the
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right hand of God. . For by one offering He hath perfected for
ever them that are sanctified." He sat down because He had
finished the work of offering for sin. His one offering, once for all
offered had secured perfect .and complete forgiveness for all His
people. Hence under the new covenant God says of His believing
people, "Their sins and iniquities will I remember no more."
" Now where remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin"
(Heb. x. 1-4, 11-18). Let this last statement be imprinted on your
minds, dear children of God. Let it never be forgotten. " There
is (now) no more offering for sin." If Christ needed to offer Himself
often, then He must often have suffered since the foundation of the
world: but as the case stands, " once in the end of the world hath
He appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself." He" was
once offered to bear the sins of many," and because His offering was
efficacious He cried out" IT IS FINISHED." On the ground of
this finished and efficacious offering, God pardons the sins of all His
believing people, and will remember their sins against Him NO
MORE. There is no more offering for sin and there is no more
remembrance of sin against the believing sinner. Hence we need
still in these days of departure from reformation truth to declare
that " the sacrifices of Masses, in the which it was commonly said,
that the Priest did offer Christ for the quick and the dead, to have
remission of pain or guilt, were blasphemous 'fables and dangerous
deceits" (Article XXXI. of the Church of England).

8. Lastly, Christ is our coming High Priest.

Still speaking of Christ as our High Priest, the Epistle to the
Hebrews says, "Unto them that look for Him shall He appear the
second time without sin unto salvation." Thus He Who is our
" merciful and faithful High Priest," our risen and ascended High
Priest, our sympathetic and encl?uraging High Priest, our divinely
appointed, efficacious and kingly High Priest, is also our coming
High Priest. He thought of us in eternal times, He thought of us
during His earthly ministry, He thinks of us now, and with us (His
people) in His mind He is coming a second time.. He is coming in
glory, coming with all the holy angels, coming with a shout, coming
to raise His people who have died, coming to change His people who
are then living,coming to cause all His people to meet Him in the
air, coming so that we all may in resurrection glory be with Him for
ever in heavenly blessedness. 0 the mercy if we can say we have
Him as our great High Priest and what reason there is to " hold fast
the profession of ouT' faith without ~avering'" (Heb. x. 23).
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Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn,

Norfolk.

" Jesus, my great High Priest,
Offered His blood and died;

M y guilty conscience seeks
No sacrifice beside:

His powerful blood did once atone,
And now it pleads before the throne.

"Now let my soul arise,
And tread the tempter down;

M y Captain leads me forth
To conquest and a crown:

A feeble saint shall win the day,
Though death and hell obstruct the way." (Watts).

THE EDITOR

(Thomas Houghton).

THE PRESBYTERIAN HERITAGE

THE first plank in our Presbyterian platform is Protestantism. Many
Presbyterians, however, do not realise the meaning and worth of
Protestantism~until they go to lands where Romanism abounds and the
consequent low standards of living, poverty, ignorance and superstition
prevail. Further, many think that Protestants 'merely protest against the
abuses and imperfections of Rome. Certainly we do not believe in an
infallible Pope, in Mary worship, in priest-domination, in magical views
of the sacraments, in pernicious views of a fictitous purgatory, for these
things are neither in accord with reason rior with the Scriptures. We
certainly have no faith in a system that keeps people materially poor,
mentally blind and spiritually enslaved. But we are more than mere
negationists. The word Protestant com~s from a Latin word meaning to
bear witness before others. And we Protestants ought to bear witness to
Christ as the only Head of the Church and the 'only Mediator between
God and man; we ought to adhere to the great principle of justification
by faith in Christ; and we ought to emphasise the fact that real Christian
faith expresses itself 'in Christian works and in a rich and positive
Christian personality.

As Protestants, we ought to testify that the Scriptures are of greater
authority than mere tradition, and seek. as members of Christ's true
Church, with free consciences and unfettered minds, to advance the
Kingdom of God in our own souls and in society. Such positive
Protestantism is part of the goodly heritage which we Presbyterians are
called upon to preserve.-By the REV. PROF. A. F. SCOTT PEARSON.
D.Th., D.Litt., F.R.Hist.S., Belfast, in The Christian Irishman.
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FEARFUL SAINTS

« Why are .ye fearful, 0 ye of little faith? "-MATTHEW viii. 26.

THERE can be no doubt that the saints of God often give way to
fear. The frequent exhortations, addressed to them in the Word of
God, imply that they' are in danger of giving way to fear. "Fear
not," said the Lord to Abraham, " I am thy shield, and thy exceed
ing great reward" (Gen. xv. 1). To Jacob God said, "Fear not to
go down into Egypt; for I will there make of thee a great nation"
(Gen. xlvi. 3). To all His people God says, "Fear thou not; for I
am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with
the right hand of My righteousness" (Isaiah xli. 10). Yet, there are
times when we may be overwhelmed with fear. David said, " Fear
fulness and trembling are come upon me, and a horror hath over
whelmed me" (Psalm Iv. 5). The great and courageous Apostle
Paul experienced fear. He says, "When we were come to
Macedonia, our flesh had no rest, but we were troubled on every
side; without were fightings, within were fears" (2 Cor. vii. 5).
Our Lord knew how prone we are to be timid and fearful. Hence
He said to His saints, " Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it
be afraid " (John xiv. 27). He also said, " Why are ye fearful, 0 ye
of little faith?" (Matt. viii. 26). He had entered into a ship, and
His disciples followed Him.' Soon, however, a great tempest arose
in the sea, insomuch that the ship was, covered with the waves.
Humanly speaking, they were in great danger. A shipwreck might
take place, and all on board might be drowned. How difficult to
avoid fear under such circumstances. It needs to be remembered
that temperaments differ even among the saints Some are naturally
more prone to give way to fear than others. Hence some would
naturally be more fearful than others. Our Lord's question, how
ever, suggests that there was no need to be fearful, and that their
fearfulness was an indication that there was a lack of faith being
exhibited. They had some faith, but they were men of little faith.
In other words they were blameable for cherishing doubt and fear.
If their spiritual state were what it should be, they would be " strong
in faith" as was Abraham, "giving glory to God."

In His sermon on the mount our Lord bids His people to take no
anxious thought about food or clothing. He reminds them that
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their heavenly Father feedeth the birds and" are ye not much better
than they?" He clothes the lilies and "shall He not much more
clothe you, 0 ye of little faith? " (Matt. vi. 25-30). Thus while it
is better to have little faith than none at all, yet to doubt God's
Fatherly care for His people in the matter of food and clohing is
to doubt His love and faithfulness, and to doubt His Fatherly care
for His family. Hence, He says, " Why are ye fearful, 0 ye of little
faith? II Fearfulness ought not to be cherished in your hearts. You
need to say, " Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be
afraid." I will not be afraid, and give way to doubt about the next
meal or about needful clothing. He knoweth what things I have
need of, and He will certainly supply them. "No good thing will
He withhold from them that walk uprightly" (Psalm lxxxiv. 11).
" There is no want to them that fear Him."

1. Our Lord's question, " Why are ye fearful? " seems to suggest
that those who have Christ with them need tear no bodily
danger.

At the time when the disciples were with Jesus on the ship they
had seen Him heal all manner of diseases, casting out devils and
healing the palsied and lunatics. He had cleansed a leper, healed
the centurion's servant, and Peter's wife's mother. Some of them
were convinced that He was the Christ, the Son of the Blessed.
Nathanael had said, "Thou art the Son of God; Thou art the King
of Israel." (See Matt. iv. 23, 24; viii. 2-17; John i. 40, 41, 49).
It was at Christ's command that they were now on this tempest
tossed ship (Matt. viii. 18). They were walking in the way of God's
commandment. Whatever might happen then, there was no need
for fear. Certainly, even if the ship were wrecked Christ could not
be drowned, and He Who had wrought such wonderful miracles
could certainly save those who were with Him. True, death would
be His experience one day, but it would be by crucifixion. He had
said, "They pierced My hands and My feet. I may tell all My
bones ... They part My garments among them, and casts lots upon
My vesture" (Psalm xxii. 16-18). All that is associated with cruci
fixion. How much the disciples realised all this we cannot tell.
But being with Him on the ship they were where He would have
them, and hence no fear of danger should be given way to. Even
if they were themselves drowned they need not be anxious or fearful
if they were His people, and following the path He had ordered for
them. So, if we are Christ's saints and He is with us and leading
us, we should fear no evil. With John Newton we may say, "With
Christ in the vessel, I smile at the storm."
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2. Secondly, the words "Why are ye fearful" suggest that if
Christ is with us we need fear no eternal danger. Christ's promise of
His presence is only given to His chosen, called, sanctified, justified'
and saved people. They were chosen in Him before the foundation
of the world. In Him they were blessed with all spiritual blessings.
He has redeemed them from the curse, being made a curse for
them. Hence there is no condemnation for them. Hence they can
say, "Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect? It is
God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that
died" (Rom. viii. 33, 34).

" From whence this fear and unbelief?
Bath not the Father put to grief

His spotless Son for me?
And will the righteous Judge of men
Condemn me for that debt- of sin,

Which, Lord, was charged on Thee?

" Complete atonement Thou hast made,
And to the utmost farthing paid

Whate'er Thy people owned:
Nor can His wrath on me take place,
If sheltered in Thy righteousness,

And sprinkled with Thy blood.

" If my discharge Thou hast procured,
And freely in my room endured

The whole of wrath divine:
Payment God cannot twic6 demand,
First at my bleeding Surety's hand,

And then again at mine.

" Turn then, my soul, unto thy rest,
The merits of thy great High Priest

Hath bought thy liberty:
Trust in His efficacious blood,
Nor fear thy banishment from God,

Since Jesus died for thee!" (A. M. Toplady).

3. Thirdly, the words, "Why are ye fearful?" suggest that, if
Christ is with us> we need not fear the temptations and
difficultieI of daily life.

The temptations of the world, the flesh and the devil are many
and great. We have no power of ourselves to confront and over
come them We need daily to watch and pray against them. We
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must never be off guard. At all times we are exposed to spiritual
danger. But if we are strong in the Lord and in the power of His
might we shall be enabled to stand against the wiles of the devil and
to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked onc. Walking under the
influence of Christ's Spirit, we shall be enabled to say" No " to the
flesh, and by faith we shall enjoy the victory that overcometh the
world.

So, with the presence of our divine Lord, at all times we shall
be able to overcome every difficulty and to solve every problem.
There is nothing He cannot do for His believing and praying people.
Iron gates open of their own accord, when He is engaged to answer
the prayers and to respond to the faith of His people. Like David,
we all need to encourage ourselves in the Lord our God. We need,·
all of us, to cry unto Him in reference to all our dangers, difficulties
and problems. In effect He says to us, " Why are ye fearful? trust
in Me and be not afraid." It is easier to write these things than to
practice them. Littleness of faith leads us to get depressed and
downhearted. It may be, too, we are in lonely circumstances.
Perhaps not a single other believer may be near us, and we are liable
to sink under the manifold trials which the Lord may permit to
come into our experience. Then it is that we need to pray, "0
Thou, Who art the God of hope, fill us with all joy and peace in
believing, that we may abound in hope, through the power of the
Holy Ghost." In the case beforc us, the Lord was asleep, and" His
disciples came to Him, and awoke Him, saying, Lord, save us: we
perish." Though they thus gave way to fear and manifested little
ness of faith, yet He marvellously responded to their cry. "He
arose, and rebuked the winds and the sea; and there was a great
calm." So, dear fearful saints, He will respond to your earnest cry,
and will grant deliverance, and you will marvel at the wondcrs of
His delivering power. We read, "The men marvelled, saying,
What manner of man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey
Him." The Saviour of the saints is "over all, God blessed for
ever" (Rom. ix. 5). With Him nothing is impossible. Therefore,

" Ye fearful saints> fresh courage take;
The clouds ye so much dread

Are big with mercy, and shall break
In blessings on your head."

THE EDITOR

IYhitington Vicar(lge> , (Thomas Houghtonl.
Stoke Ferry> King>s Lynn>

Norfolk.
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WELLSPRINGS

.. Trust in Him at all times; 'ye people pour put 'your heart before Him:
.cod is a refuge ~or us. Selah."-PsALM lxii. 8.

HERE is a Psalm containing the close dealings of an exercised soul with
his God. The Psalmist is brought to that spot wherein he can say,
" T ruly~only, my soul waiteth upon God," He alone can be my
Helper and other than Him have I none in my helplessness. David had
been so often harassed and pursued by his enemy that he had been
brought to that place of rest and safety to know that if help and
deliverance came, and assuredly it would, it could only come from his
God. .. He only is my rock and my salvation; He is my defence; I
shall not be greatly moved" (v. 2). Although experiencing the mis
chievous cunning and wicked craftiness of the enemy, his soul should
.. dwell at ease" as waiting only upon his delivering and performing
God, and watching for His all-tender and all-powerful sustaining and
succouring hand. In Him would be all his salvation and all his glorying,
his rock of strength and sure refuge (v. 7). Therefore what abundant
cause for trusting in such a God at all times and under all circumstances!
Had he not proved, as he said in another Psalm, .. vain is' the help of
man "? And that is the experience, sooner or later, of every child of
God who has learned by many bitter and humbling lessons to .. cease
from man whose breath is in his nostrils" and to look to Him Who alone
can hold and keep and succour His poor perplexed and harassed
children. And have not you and I, fellow-believer, cause to say the
same? How the best ,the kindest of friends do, and sometimes it may be
quite unwillingly on their part, fail us; so ready to help and yet find
themselves unable. But there is One Who faileth not and will never
deny His poor needy people the help they are needing, as helpless of
themselves and proving the inability of the best of earthly friends.

.. When most we need His helping hand,
That Friend is always near.

With earth and Heaven at His command,
He waits to answer prayer."

It is then and thus only are we fitted and 'qualified to receive help from
our God, when we are brought to our own insufficiency.

Now let US look a little closer into our text. The Psalmist sets out
with a gracious declaration, .. T fuly, my soul waiteth upon God."
This word, as it may be rendered, .. only," runs through the whole of
this lovely Psalm, as declarative of David's alone hope, help and
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succour. .. He only is my rock and my salvation." Therefore that is
all the ground and reason of trusting in such a God as our God is, .. at
all times." Meanwhile there is the priceless privilege of pouring out the
heart before the prayer-hearing and prayer-answering God, Who is
indeed and most blessedly" the Rock of my strength, and only Refuge."
It leaves the soul, under the sanctifying influences of the Holy Spirit,
no alternative as to when to trust in such a God as seasonable! It is at
all times and under all circumstances. .When walking in the sunshine
or under the cloudy and dark day; under prosperity and adversity; when
His candle shines upon O1.lr head, or we are groping in the dark and
cannot find the beloved Guide of our life; when we are on some per
plexing path and know not where to turn; when we are enjoying the
sunshine of His smile and blessing, or when .. darkness seems to veil His
face" and .. ou.r Beloved hath withdrawn Himself .. ! But whilst and
although we have been ·dwelling largely upon the experimental reason
for the child of God to trust in the Rock of his salvation in all life's
varied circumstances, Yet, as dear Dr. Hawker most blessedly sets forth in
one of his .. Portions," .. the argument for trust is because God is the
Elohim.· Yes! God the Father is a refuge, in His covenant engage
ments, word, oath and promises. God the Son is a refuge in His surety
ship engagements, in His perfect righteousness, in His blood-cleansing,
sin-atoning death and salvation, and in all the securities of grace here and
glory hereafter. God the Holy Ghost is a refuge in all His blessed
offices, characters and relations, by which He undertakes and fulfils all
the purposes of salvation, in the glorifying the Father and the Son, to
every poor believer's joy and comfort."

Beloved reader, if and since your soul can exult in the language of the
sweet Psalmist and say, .. And this God is our God for ever and ever;
He will be our Guide even unto death," is there not solid and grace
constraining cause for you and me to .. trust in Him at all times" and
under all circumstances; to trust even a slaying God; trust in the God
Who may have seen fit to cross all the fair designs I schemed, and
blasted mY gou.rds and laid me low; trust in the One Whose way and
will are perfect, though He may have seen fit to take from us our dearest
and our best of earthly joys; and Who may have turned our once smooth
and peaceful path into a seemingly perplexing maze? Yes, still the
Psalmist enjoins, .. Trust in Him at all times; ye people pour out your
heart before Him; God is a refuge for us." May you and I be brought
to that blessedly safe and Christ-exalted spot to sing, .. Other refuge have
I none, hangs my helpless soul on Thee." Whatever our changes may
be, He abideth faithful, and is carrying on His Own work in the soul,
which shall .. yield the peaceable .fru.its of righteousness" to His eternal
glory. R.
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THE MISSION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
RECTOR, AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

PART II.
.. According to the w,ord that I covenanted with 'you when ye came out

of Eg'ypt, so M'y Spirit remaineth among 'yOU: fear 'ye not."
-HAGGAI ii. 5.

So from the date of the Creation down to the present moment the Holy
Ghost has been operating definitely in this world of ours. Yet, in the
second place, His operations have varied in regard to the several ages of
the world, spiritually speaking. If we were to take the Patriarchal age,
well, Enoch was a prophet and he was filled with the Holy Ghost, and
he spake as the Spirit gave him utterance. And so downwards a line of
prophets in whom and through whom God spake to the fathers, according
to the Epistle to the Hebrews: .. God, Who at sundrY times and in
divers manners, spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath
in these last days spoken unto us by His Son," from which we gather
that there has been progression, and a procession of ages in regard to the
Spirit's operations, and they all have been rising, each in its turn, to a
higher plane than it~ predecessor or predecessors. Hence it is that, as
we understand the Scriptures, we ourselves as God's people are living
under much more glorious spiritual privileges than our forefathers lived,
those whose lot was cast in those earlier dispensations of the Spirit, the
same Spirit. This is brought out, you will remember, very forcibly in the
12th chapter of the first epistle to the Corinthians: .. Wherefore," .the
writer says, .. I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the
Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed-anathema; and that no man can
say that Jesus is the Lord," or Jehovah, .. but by the Holy Ghost."
What honour is placed upon the Holy Spirit by these statements. .. Now
there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are
differences of administrations, but the same Lord. And there are diversi
ties of operations: but it is the same God Which worketh all in all. But
the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal."
Now there have been diversities of gifts and operations in all ages, but
the superlative gifts of the Holy Spirit have been reserved for this last
dispensation. To-day we commemorate the miraculous effusion of the
Holy Ghost. That descent of the Spirit in the plenitude of His power
was made to be dependent upon the glorifying of the Lord Jesus Christ.
It was to a certain extent, I think I am perfectly right in what I am about
to say, an honour put upon Christ, the Son of man at the Father's right
hand, when the Father in union with Him commissioned the Holy Spirit
to come down from Heaven and take possession of a waiting Church so
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that she might have the power and ability for the work that lay before
her. The Lord Jesus, I think, referred to this thing when He was
addressing His disciples with regard to His works. He said, you
remember, .. Greater works than these shall ye do," and then He
explained what that meant, .. because I go to the Father." If I go to
the Father I will secure the outpouring of the power, the unction, and the
grace of the Holy Spirit upon you here below, and the dispensation of
the Spirit thus ushered in shall exceed in glory the dispensation and the
days of the Son of man.

I was thinking this morning about the miracles of the Lord Jesus, how
largely, dear friends, they had reference to the bodies of men. Of
course, in the case 'Of some whose bodies He healed in the greatness of
His power and pity. we can trace the operations of His grace as well,
but the bodily healings seem to be the characteristics of His miracles.
Now the" greater works" I take to be those of the Holy Ghost in this
dispensation, Whose works 'Or miracles concern less the bodies of men
than their souls. The regeneration of a sinner by grace, the grace of the
Holy Ghost, is a greater and a more glorious work than the healing of
the leper or the opening of the eyes of the physically blind by the Lord
Jesus. .. Greater works than these shaH ye," as instruments in the hands
of the Holy Ghost, "do." Only on that understanding can I interpret
these words of the Lord Jesus. Now, I say, He, the Holy Ghost,
spake in prophets all along the ages, that was one of the characteristic
methods the Holy Ghost used. But He also spake in Scriptures. For
two thousand years after the Creation, as we learn, there were no
Scriptures; and then God raised up in Moses a penman, and God
committed then to writing the events of the Creation, the Fall, the typical
redemption, the doctrine of sacrifice by substitution, the whole patriarchal
religious system of these things, and then finally of the Tabernacle and
Temple. All these things were written down and preserved for our
learning on whom the ends of the world have come. The succession of
writings-I need not mention the names of the writers of the Old T esta
ment Scriptures-were all expressions of God's mind, the Holy Ghost
Himself being the Agent of every revelation and divine communication.
Then again, as we come down to the end of the Mosaic age, we find
the Holy Ghost particularlY occupied in preparing for the coming of
the Messiah, preparing the minds of men, in the first place. You have
only to read the opening accounts of Luke and of Matthew to· find that
there was a remnant of God's waiting people in the earth whom the
Holy Spirit taught to look for the coming of the Consolation promised
to them in the prophetic Scriptures of the Old Testament; a people
prepared for the Lord. I think I was lately speaking to you upon that
subject, a people prepared for the Lord, made ready for Him, so that
when He came they were ready for Him, among others, Simeon,
Zacharias, Anna-these were looking for the Consolation and they were
not disappointed, a people prepared by the Holy Spirit. But further, it
was the work of the H'Oly Ghost to prepare the body of the coming One.



240 The Gospel Magazine

Thus in the first chapter of Luke we find that it was the Holy Ghost.
.. Therefore that Holy Thing which shall be born of thee shall be called
the Son of God" because God the Holy Ghost had prepared the body
for Him. .. A body hast Thou prepared Me." We find then the
Holy Spirit most closely associated with the historical event of the
Incarnation, just as it was by the counsel of the Father that the Son
.. took flesh and dwelt among us." We can never separate between the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost in a~y point, counsel, or purpose,
or plan, or covenant. God is of one mind and not three minds, nor two
minds. God is of one mind, therefore we delight to think of the perfect
co-operation of the Father and of the Spirit in the Incarnation of the Son.
But the Holy Ghost had deputed to Him the particular official part in
connection with the taking of flesh into God. So that God kept His
word, has kept it till now, as our text intimates: .. According to the
word that I covenanted with you, so My. Spirit remaineth among you."
Throughout all those ages, though in various ways, the Holy Ghost was
present, working out the divine plan, but this dispensation, our own, may
be said to be the dispensation superlativelY of the Sp'irit. The Father is
always represented as dwelling in the Heaven of heavens; the Son Who
came forth from the bosom of the Father has, according to Scripture, now
gone into the bosom of the Father. He is' now in the presence of God for
us as Son of God, Son of man, but the Holy Ghost is not represented as
being in the Heaven of heavens but officially and Personally down here
in the people of God. The Temple of God is His work to build it, and
day by day He is edifying the House cf God. Why therefore I ask,
fellow-believers, should we in these times of spiritual distress and outward
discouragement fear for the prosperity of God's plan if the Holy Ghost
be indeed the Temple Builder? He may employ human ministries and
human instrumentalities besides, the pleasure of the Lord must needs
prosper. We need not fear-the House will be built. God Himself has
determined the thing" and none can stay His hand. God is going to have
a glorious Church for Himself, a people for His name. His Holy
Spirit shall conform them by grace to the divine will in all things. We
do not yet see the topmost stone coming forth, but the Lord Who knows
the end from the beginning has that glorious topstone of grace ready to
His hand to bring it forth with shoutings universal of .. Grace, grace
unto it."

What therefore, in conclusion, we need, dear fellow-believers, is thus
to realise for ourselves that we have this indwelling Spirit in the houses
of our own hearts, and that we are of the Temple which He is success
fully constructing, 'making ready for the coming forth of the Lord Jesus
Christ according to His promise that He shall take possession, with glorY
unspeakable, of His people. We are waiting for this. We have no
reason to fear that there will be disappointment in the end, but on the
other hand we may be assured that though heaven and earth pass away,
His word of promise will abide, His Spirit will not forsake us. .. My
Spirit remaineth among you: fear ye not."
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A LITTLE black kitten has lately joined my household, T opsy by name.
She is all black but for a white smudge under her chin, the liveliest little
thing, full of mischief and antics, but so pretty and graceful that it is a
pieasure to watch her. Because of T opsy I was especially interested in
the story I have found for you this month. You will soon see why!

Mr. and Mrs. Goodhart were Christian people who had taken a large
old-fashioned house on the outskirts of one of the London suburbs.
They lived there with a young servant-girl and a kitten to complete the
household. The old house stood by itself, and was in a lonely situation
in spite of its nearness to London. At the time of my story there had
been a number of burglaries in the neighbourhood, and the thief, a man.
who did not hesitate to use violence, was still at large. As Mr. Goodhart
was often away on business, his wife had only the little maid for
company; and when she heard of the robberies around she did feel a
little alarmed. But the words of the PsalmIst, .. What time I am afraid,
I will trust in Thee," came home to her heart and quelled her fears.

The twilight was closing in on an afternoon in late autumn when Mrs.
Gaodhart sat busily intent on finishing a letter. She had sent the girl
out on an errand and was alone in the house (except for the kitten); but
she was expecting her husband to come in at any moment, and she
wanted to have the letter ready for him to post.

She had just put the letter in the envelope, fastened it down, and put
the stamp on, when she heard the fumbling. of a key in the front door.
She sprang up and ran out into the hall' with the letter in her hand.
What was her dismay when, instead of her husband, she saw a tall,
heavy man, a complete stranger! He was standing on the mat with his
back to the shut door. .

There was a moment's pause, just long enough for Mrs. Goodhart to
lift up her heart in an eager crY to God for help. She was the first to
speak; with the self-control which is one of the fruits of the Spirit, she
quietly said, .. What did you want, my friend? "

The man took off his fur cap and began to twist it in his hands. .. Can
I see Mr. Smith? " he said. .. No Mr. Smith lives here," replied Mrs.
Goodhart. .. Who does then? " asked the man, more boldly. .. My
husband's name is Goodhart." .. Well, he'll do just as well, I shouldn't
wonder," said the stranger, with a coarse chuckle; .. is he in? " For
a moment Mrs. Gaodhart hesitated; then she replied more calmly that
her husband was out, but she was expecting him immediately... Right-o 1
I'll wai~ for him," said the man, and he moved towards her. She
turned towards tbe top of the kitchen stairs and called out some directions,
as if to a seIvanl below. As she turned back to face the intruder there
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was a great crash in the kitchen! .. Perhaps I'd better call again," said
the man, moving towards the door. .. Just as you like," said Mrs.
Goodhart, praying all the time. There was an uncertain pause, during
which the man noticed the letter in her hand. .. I'll post that," he said
gruffly. "Thank you very much," she replied, handing him the letter.
The next moment the fellow turned, opened the door and went out.
How eagerly Mrs. Goodhart sprang. to lock and bolt it! Almost too
eagerly, indeed, for, to her horror, the man came back and knocked. Of
course she did not answer, and presently, to her great relief, she saw the
man slink away.

That crash! Oh how thankful Mrs. Goodhart was for the kitten!
It was always in mischief leaping up and knocking things down, and of
course when she heard the bang she knew at once what it was. Just in
the very nick of time! She found herself trembling all over, but her
heart was full of thankfulness and praise to her Father in heaven. He
Who ~sed the dove and the donkey and the ravens to His glory had now

.made the little kitten His instrument of deliverance.
Presently the maid returned, surprised to find the locking-up done so

early. Not wanting to frighten the girl, Mrs. Goodhart said nothing
of what had happened; but as soon as her husband came in she poured
out her story. Mr. Goodhart was at first inclined to smile, thinking his
wfe's fears groundless. The man was probably genuine enough. and
had merely come to the wrong house, and so on. But it was not long
before he was convinced.

Not long afterwards the man responsible for all the burglaries was
caught with some of the stolen property on him; und Mrs. Goodhart was
able to identify him as her unwelcome visitor. The letter which she
handed to him did reach its destination, but after some delay, and it had
obviously been opened fi rst.

Mr. Goodhart took care to have new locks and bolts on his doors,
and his wife was glad of them. But in her heart she gave all the glory
to God, Who had heard her cry and come to her relief-by means of
the little kitten! DAMARIS.

En: ~emottam.
PASTOR HENRY POPHAM

A NOTICE of the Home call of Pastor Henry Popnam came to us
towards the end of June. We had not the pleasure of knowing him, but
we understand that he was the brother of the late Pastor J. K. Popham,
the highly-esteemed pastor of Galeed Chapel, Brighton. Mrs. Ruth

. popham, the wife of Pastor Henry Popham, is a regular subscriber to
the Gospel NIagazine, and we feel constrained to express our tender
Christian sympathy with her in the great sorrow which has come into her
life. Her dear husband, we learn, was for many years pastor of Grove
Road Baptist Chapel, Eastbourne. He had reached the very ripe age of
95 years when God called him to his eternal rest on May 27th last.
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BISHOP JEWEL AND RE.NUNCIATION OF THE
CHURCH OF ROME

( We quote from Bishop jewel's Apolog:y of the Church of England,
published in 1562).

THE Romish Church hath not only had power to err, but also that it
bath shamefully and most wickedly erred in very deed.

But, say theY, .. ye have been of our fellowship, but now ye are
become forsakers of your profession; and have departed from us." It is
true; we have departed from them, and for so doing we both give thanks
to Almighty God, and greatly rejoice on our own behalf. But yet for all
this, from the Primitive Church, from the Apostles, and from Christ we
have not departed. True it is, we were brought up with these men in
darkness, and in the lack of the knowledge of God, as Moses was brought
up in the learning and in the bosom of the Egyptians. .. We have been
of your c0mpany," saith Tertullian, .. I confess it, and no marvel at all;
for," saith he, .. men be made and not born Christians." But wherefore,
I pray yoU, have they themselves, the citizens and dwellers of Rome,
Temoved and come down from those seven hills, whereupon Rome some
time stoed, to dwell rather in the plain called Mars field? They will
say peradventure, because the conduits of water, wherewithout men
cannot commodiously live, have now failed and are dried up in those
hills. Well then, let them give us like leave in seeking the water of
eternal life, that they give themselves in seeking the water of the well.
For the water, verily, failed amongst them. .. The elders of the Jews,"
saith Jeremy (Jeremiah), .. sent their little ones to the waterings; and
they finding no water, being in a miserable case, and utterly marred for
thirst, brought home again their vesseJs empty" (Jer. xiv. 2). .. The
needy and poor folk," saith Esay (Isaiah xli. 17), .. sought about for
water, but nowhere found they any; their tongue was even withered for
thirst." Even so these men have broken in pieces all the pipes and
-conduits: they have stopped up all the springs, and choked up the
fountain of living water with dirt and mire. And as Caligula many years
past locked up fast all the storehouses of corn in Rome, and thereby
brought a general dearth and famine amongst the people; even so these
men by damming up all the fountains of God's word, have brought the
people into a pitiful thirst. They have brought into the world, as saith
the prophet Amos (viii. 11), .. a hunger, and a thirst: not the hunger of
bread, nor the thirst of water, bl\t of hearing the word of God." With
great distress went they scuttering about, seeking some spark of heavenly
life to refresh their consciences withal: but that light was already
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thoroughly quenched out, so that they could find none. This was cl

rueful state; this was a lamentable form of God's Church. It was a
misery to live therein, without the Gospel, without light, and without all
comfort.

Wherefore though our departing were a trouble to them, yet ought
they to consider withal how just cause we had of our depart~re. For if
they will say, it is no wise lawful for one to leave the fellowship wherein
he hath been brought up; they may as well in our names, and upon our
heads, condemn both the prophets, the apostles, and Christ Himself. For
why complain they not also of this, that Lot went quite his way out of
50dom, Abraham out of Chaldea, the Israelites out of Egypt, Christ
from the Jews, and Paul from the Pharisees ? For except it be possible
there may be a lawful ca~se of departing, we see no reason why Lot,
Abraham, the Israelites, Christ, and Paul, may not be accused of sects
and sedition, as well as others. . . .

~We truly have renounced that Church, wherein we could neither have
the word of God sincerely taught, nor the sacraments rightly administered,
nor the name of God duly called upon: which Church also themselves
confess to be faulty in many points; and wherein was nothing able to
staY any wise man, or one that hath consideration of his own safety. To
conclude, we have forsaken the Church as it is now, not as it was in old
times past, and have so gone from it, as Daniel went out of the lions'
den, and the three children out of the furnace: and to say the truth, we
have been cast out by these men (being cursed of them, as they lIsed to
say, with book, bell, and candle), rather than have gone away from them
of ourselves.

HER ANSWER WAS READY

A LITTLE girl was asked by a,priest to attend his church, and she
rdused, saying it was against her father's wishes. The priest said she
would obey him and not her father. Immediately the girl replied that
the Bible taught" Honour thy father and thy mother." .. But," said
the priest, .. you have no business to read the Bible." The girl replied:
.. But the Saviour said, • Search the Scriptures.''' Said the priest:
.. That was to'the Jews, not to children." .. But did not Paul say to
Timothy, • From a child thou hast known the Scriptures,''' answered
the girl. Said the priest: .. Timothy was being trained to be a bishop-
and taught by the authorities of the church." .. Oh, sir," said the girl,
.. he was taught by his mother and grandmother!" The priest turn~d

away discomfited, saying that the girl had .. enough Bible to poison a
whole parish."-The Gospel Witness and Protestant Advocate.
Toronto.
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By THE LATE DR. ROBERT HAWKER, VICAR OF; CHARLES CHURCH.
PLYMOUTH, IN 1817.

AT the entrance on the very solemn and interesting subject which I have
proposed to myself in these lectures, I venture to assum~ for a principle.
what none but the most hardened infidelity will be disposed to dispute;
namely, that as Jehovah, by His very nature and essence, is, and must be,
infinite, invisible. and incomprehensible; there can be no other revelation
of Him but what He Himself hath' condescended to make. This surely
is a point unquestionable. For to every enquiry, unauthorised of God,
and unfounded in divine teaching, that solemn demand, in the book of
Job, meets us at every step we take: Canst thou by searching find out
G.od? Canst thou find out the AlmighiY to perfectiion? (Job. xi. 7).

And with this conviction on the mind, I venture to advance yet further,
and to observe that as all the revelation J ehovah hath made of Himself
must be from Himself, and so perfectly correct that there cannot be
mixed with it the least shade of error; so the whole of what He hath
condescended to make known is contained in the scriptures of eternal
truth. This I assume also for a principle, that everyone who admits
the Bible of God for the unerring standard of decision (and it is with
such only I have at present to do) will as readily join issue. .. Search
(,he scriptures," said our Lord, .. for in them ye thinq ye hCIlle eternal life;
and they are they which testify ,of me" (John v. 39).

But while I say this, let me not be misunderstood. Though I appeal
to the word of God as the only standard of decision concerning the
knowledge of God; it will not be supposed that I mean thereby to super
sede the necessity of divine teaching. Not so, I hope. To the law and
to the testimony we are commanded to refer, in confirmation of the truth
of God, and if men speaq not according to this word, it is because there
is no light in them (Isaiah viii. 20). But it is also among the sweetest
promises of the Bible. All thy children shall be taught qf the Lord
(Isaiah liv. 13). And our adorable Lord makes this the criterion of our
right apprehension of Him; it is written (saith Jesus) in the Prophets.
And they shall all be taught of GOld. Every man, therefore, that hath
heard and hath' learned of (he Father cometh unto Me (John vi. 45).

Premising these things at the threshold of our subject, it may now be
marked down. as from the platform of the whole, this one general
Postulatum, founded in scripture, and to which common sense doth, with
equal readiness, subscribe her. seal; I mean the certainty of the Being
of Jehovah. For he that' cometJi' ta God must believe that He is, a:nd
that He is a rewarderof them that diligently seeq Him (Heb. xi. 6).

Advancing step by step in the contemplation of this infinitely great
and glorious God; I go on to observe. that, connected with this faith of
His Being, there must be also no less connected with it. the belief of the
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unity of His divine nature. F or although (as wiil hereafter be very
fully made to appear, when we come to that part of the subject) this great
and glorious God, as might well be supposed. hath His Being in a way
and manner peculiarly His Own; so is He distinguished from all His
creatures in a Trinity of Persons; and yet, at the same time there is no
division in the unity of His essence. Three in Persons, yet One in
Godhead. One. and but One, in a community of nature, in all divine
perfections, sovereignty, will, power, and glory; Yet, in manifestations,
there are Three Persons in that Godhead, plainly revealed in scripture,
and as plainly made known by special acts of grace to His people and
distinguished by names of the most interesting nature; called, Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost.

Let the reader pause one moment before he proceeds further. And
let him recollect what was before said; that as all revelation made of
Jehovah can only be by Jehovah; and as this revelation. both of the
unity of the divine essence, and of a trinity of Persons in that divine
essence, comes to us from the same authority; most sure and certain it is,
that both are equally true; and both equally alike demand the belief and
cordial acceptation of the people. And without all question, on the
supposition that those infinitely great and momentous doctrines are the
solemn and unalterable truths of the Bible; it will as undeniably follow,
that in the spiritual knowledge and enjoyment of them must consist the
blessedness both of the life that now is, and of that which is to come.

Let us begin with the first of these-the unity of the divine essence.
Both testaments of scripture correspond in this great truth. In the Old

Testament we find these sublime expressions: Hear, 0 / srael! the Lord
our God is one Lord (Deut. vi. 4). /s there a god besides Me? Yea
there is no god: / know not an}) (Isaiah xliv. 6, 8). And again, Am /
a God at hand, saith the' Lord. and no't a God afar off? Can an}) hide
himself in secret places that / shall n~ot see him? saith the Lord. Do not
/ fill heaven and eartih? saith the Lord (Jerem. xxiii. 23. 24).

To the same purport is the language of the N ew Testament. He is
the blessed and only Potentate; King .of kings and Lord of lords, Who
onl}) hath imm()lrtalit}) (1 Tim. vi. 15, 16). The King ete1'11al, immoNal.
invisible; the ool}) wise God (1 Tim. i. 17).

Thus in terms the most sublime and magnificent, do we find through
6ut the whole scriptures, the unity of the divine essence asserted. Indeed,
in the former. the glorious truth is not only laid down, as in the latter;
but Jehovah Himself is revealed as challenging all His creatures to the
conviction of it. /s there a god beside Me? As if the Lord had said,
Had there been a god beside Me, 1, omniscient as I am, must have known
him; and, possessing immensity, as I do. I must have met him; and, sole
a'nd absolute monarch as I am, inhabiting eternity, I must have discovered
this competitor for sovereignty. But there is no god; / know not an}).
And if / know not any. there can be none.

It is remarkable that the Jews of old time, when speaking of Jehovah,
because they would not take that sacred name in vain. were accustomed
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to make use of the word M akom (that is. place) in allusion to Him.
By which they meant to say. that as, by His very nature and essence He
inhabiteth eternity; 50 He m~st be every place. His centre everywhere;
and His circumference nowhere. No place, therefore, could be void of
His presence; neither anywhere could it be said the Lord is absent.
What a sublime conception this affords (however impossible to be ex
plained to the apprehension of human faculties) of the High and lofty
Onc Iha! inhabiteth eternity. Whose name is Holy! (Isaiah lvii. 15).

We next proceed to the revelation made in the same scriptures con
cerning the mode of existence of this glorious Being. namely, in a trinity
of Persons; and distinguished by names peculiar to each. Father, Son,
and H::>ly Ghost.

And here again. before I prosecute the subject further, in bringing
forward the scripture proofs to this doctrine, I would call upon the reader
to pause with me, and attend to this one consideration. Yea, I would
appeal. to the COr.1mon sense of mankind upon the occasion while I propose
this question. Supposing that we had never to this hour heard of the
Bible, or received a. single revelation concerning the Being and Nature of
Cod; and supposing that now for the first time. the Lord in infinite
condescension was about to make some revelation of Himself; should we
not expect, that, when the discovery was made, we should find Him, in
relation to the mode 'of His existence, wholly distinguished from all His
creatures ? Would it not. I say. be the very first impression on our
minds, that an eternal line of distinction would be found marking His
manner of being and existence from ours?

Here then it is. The word of God comes forward to make known,
what without that revelation. never could have been known by us;
namely, that Jehovah, though One, and but One, in nature and in essence,
and in all the perfections which constitute Godhead; yet is Three Persons
in t~at Godhead. indivisible, and equal in glory. majesty, and power.

The scriptural proofs of this sublime, mysterious doctrine becomes the
next department in our subject to bring forward.

And first. to begin with the Names by which each glorious Person in
the Godhead is distinguished and known.

We find the glorious and incommunicable name of J ehovah ascribed to
each and to all the Holy Three throughout the Bible. And as this is a
name which implies self~existence, independence. and the everlasting
being of J ehovah, incapable of being said of any creature; so doth it most
fully demonstrate that He of Whom it is said is only the most highest
over all the earth.

And as it is equally applied to the Person of the Father. of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost, nothing can more decidedly prove that a com
munity of nature, essence, and being must subsist between the Three
Persons: and that each equally and jointly partake in all the sovereignty
and glory of the Godhead. .

Some have thought that J ehovah is an hemantic noun. formed from
H ayah. he was; by prefixing the yod. and which thereby denotes a
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proper name; the word itself being expressive of the eternity of Jehovah.
Others have considered it as a compound; fah to intimate the essence of
the Godhead, and the participle H ovah the eternity of His existence.
But in either sense, the meaning is one and the same. We meet with the

\ name fah twice in the Bible; Ps. lxviii. 4, and Isa. xii. 2. And once
the name Ehjah (Exod. iii. 14). But all have the same import, and are
expressive, as far as language can express, the self-existence, eternity, and
immutability of Him, Whom the New Testament writers, in the Greek
tongue describe under terms equally siblime, which is, and which was.
and which is to come: the Almight})! (Rev. i. 8).

But what I have more immediately in view, is not to dwell so much
upon the meaning of the glorious name of Jehovah (for that is very
generallY understood), but to prove that it is made use of in common by
the sacred writers in reference to all the Persons in the Godhead. In
proof I refer the reader to the following scriptures. To the Person of
the Father, Ps. ex. 1; Isa. xliii. 5, 6, 8; xlix. 1,8; Jer. xxx.i. 1~3;

&c. To the Person of the Son, Isa. Ix. 6; Jer. xxiii. 6; Zech. ii. 11 ;
xii. 8~10; &c. To the Person of the Holy Ghost. 1 Sam. xvi. 13 ;
2 Sam. xxiii. 2; Isa. xi. 2; lxi. 1~3; Ezek. viii. 1~3; &c. And to the
three Persons together, in many scriptures, such as Num. vi. 24, 25, 26;
2 Sam. xxiii. 2, 3; Isa. xlviii. 16, 17; lxiii. 7~10; &c.

To this proof, arising from the glorious and incommunicable name of
Jehovah (impossible to be applied to any creature, being expressive
of self-existence and eternity) equally used in common by each Person
of the Godhead; we derive another most decisive testimony to the same
doctrine, when we find it also joined with another glorious name, Alehim,
descriptive also of the Godhead. And this is the more striking, because
Jehovah is in the singular number (and indeed hath no plll,ral), being
expressive of the unity of the divine essence; and when joined, as in
numberless parts of the scripture it is, with the word Alehim, which is
plural, nothing can be more satisfactory to the great truth before us,
that J ehovah Alehim hath His being in a trinity of Persons. Hence the
translators of our Bible uniformly render the holy names, whenever they
are joined together, the Lord God.

And in further confirmation (if further confirmation be needed) we
find the glorious name of Jehovah not only joined with the plural Alehim,
but with other words of adjectives, pronouns, and verbs plural. A thing
the Hebrews could never have done consistent with the rules of grammar,
but for the purpose of proving thereby, what all the other parts of
scripture concur in, that Jehovah, though but one in the inseparable and
undivided essence of the Godhead, is nevertheless at the same time
existing in a trinity' of Persons. In confirmation of those grand truths.
I beg the reader to consult the following scriptures: Gen. i. 26; iii. 22;
xi. 7; xx. 13; xxxi. 7, 53; xxxv. 7; Deut. iv. 7; v. 23; Josh. xxiv~

19; 1 Sam. iv. 8; 2 Sam. vii. 23; Isa. vi. 8; Jer. x. 10; xxiii. 36;
Prov. ix. 10; Eccles. v. 7; Job v. 1; Isa. lxii. 5; Hosea xi. 12; Mal.
i. 6; and especially Eccles. xii. 1, where the word is plural. Creators;



The Gospel Magazine 249

Isa. xliv. 2. the Lord thy M a/ecrs; Isa. liv. 5. thy M aqers is thine
husband; Ps. cxlix. 2. let Israel rejoice in his M aqers.

Let the reader" ponder these things with due attention. and then next
proceed to the consideration of the Attributes which distinguish Godhead;
and here he will find everyone of the holy Persons in Jehovah alike in
possession of them.

For example. the Omnipresence of God. We find this perfection
applied to the Person of God the Father (Jer. xxiii. 23. 24). God the
Son is equally said to be the fulness that jilletJh all in all (Eph. i. 23).
And no less the everlasting presence of God the Holy Ghost is declared
in that sublime scripture. Whither shalll go from Th}) Spirit. or whither
shalll go from Th}) presence? (Psalm cxxxix. 7)..

In like manner Omniscience is another distinguishing perfection of God.
And we find this also equally ascribed to the holy Three in One. No
man. saith Christ Himself. !rnowcth the Son but the Father; neither
Jenoweth any man the Father save the Son. and he to' wholm the Son will
reveal Him (Matt. xi. 27). But that God the Holy Ghost exerciseth
the same knowledge. and that this divine perfection is His also; Paul
tells us that the things of God /enoweth no man but the Spirit of God.
{I Cor. ii. 11).

Is H olmess an attribute peculiar to God? Then do we find it equally
ascribed to each of the Persons in Jehovah. To the Father (Isa. lvii.
15; John xvii. 11). To the Son (Acts iii. 14). And to the Holy
Ghost (1 John i. 20).

Is Eternity said to be inhabited by the Father (Isa. lvii. 15; 1 Tim.
i. 17)? So is Jesus Christ said to be the same })esterda}). to-da}). and f.or
ever (Heb. xiii. 8). And no less is the Holy Ghost described in the
eternity of His being. for it is one of His glorious names ;the eternal
Spirit (Heb. ix. 14).

In short it would be little less than running through the whole Bible.
to select proofs of the essential attributes which distinguish the Godhead.
being in common possessed by each glorious Person in Jehovah. The
Sovereignt}) of the Father is declared. in that He 'Worqeth all things after
the counsel of His Own will (Eph.. i. 11). We find the Lord Jesus
declaring His will on one of the most blessed purposes concerning His
Church (John xvii. 24). And we know that the whole department in the
gifts of grace is with God the Spirit. Who divideth to everY man severally
as He will (1 Cor. xii. 11). Wisdom is so essential an attribute of
Godhead. that in reference to the Father. it is said. that there is n'o
searching of His understanding (Isa. xl. 28). God the Son is by way of
emphasis called. the anly ,wise God. our Saviour (]ude. 25). And
it is one of the well known names of God the Holy Ghost. the Spirit of
wisdom and understanding (Isa. xi. 2).

So much for this part of scriptural evidences arising from the names
and attributes possessed in common by the Three Persons in the God
head. in the one glorious essence of the divine nature.

In the farther testimony of this sacred truth. let us next go on to
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consider the proofs of the same, as arise from. the exercise of such
divine Acts as define both Person, and the distinction of Persons in the
Godhead, and which we find clearly manifested in each and everyone
of the holy Three in One in the undivided essence of Jehovah.

As first, the HolY Persons in many parts of scripture are discovered
conversing with each other on a variety of occasions. As, for example,
at the creation-Let us make man in o.ur image, after our likeness (Gen.
i. 26). And the Lord God said. behold the man is become as one of us
(Gen. iii. 22). At the building of the tower of Babel-Let us go down
and there conf1ound their language (Gen. xi. 7).

Similar passages of Alehim plural with singular verbs. &c.. Gen. xx.
13; xxxi. 7; Exod~ vi. 3; Deut. iv. 23, &c. In the vision which Isaiah
saw, he heard the voice of the Lord. saying, Wh,om shall I send. and
who will go for us? And he heard it said, Go and tell this people. hear
ye indeed but understand not. &c. (vi. 8-10).

If it be said that these and similar passages to the same amount. do
indeed prove a plurality of Persons in the Godhead. but do not define
~ach particularly; I answer, these are definable by other scriptures
compared with them. F or example: in this vision of the Prophet, when
he heard the voice of the Lord saying. Whom shall I send? we have
reason, according to the analogy of scripture, to conclude that this was
the voice of God the Father. F or in the economy of grace. it is the
Father's personal act to send,. but never to be sent. And in the us
which follows, who will go for us? we maY safely include both God the
~..Jn, and God the Holy Ghost. with God the Father. F or that God the
Son was included, /.ohl1 the Apostle fully proved in after ages. when
referring to this vision. 'These things said Esaias when he saw His glory
and spa!~e of Him (John xii. 41). And equally are we sure that God
the Holy Ghost was the Almighty Speaker at this vision; for Paul
confidently decided this. when in his preaching, and in reference to this
very scripture, he said, Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the
Pro,phet unto our Fathers,. saying. Go' unto this peo,ple and say. hearing
ye shall hear, and shall not unde\stand (Acts xxviii. 25, 26). If this
most striking scripture. explained 'as it is to us by scripture, doth not
carry conviction to the mind, of the distinction of Persons in the God
head; I should despair of ever obtaining belief to anyone matter of fact
upon earth. F or surely a more plain and palpable testimony can never
be given.

I shall however have occasion hereafter to bring forward a great
variety of proofs to the personality of the Holy Three in the Godhead.
when I come to speak more immediately to the Person and Ministry of
God the Holy Ghost. But the limits of a single lecture. and that only
an introductory one, will not admit at present of enlarging.

One point however in proof I cannot suffer myself to conclude without
bringing before you. and which independent of any other. is in itself an
unanswerable decision to the point in question; namely. of the personality
of each of the Holy Three in the Godhead. If indeed I can make it
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appear to you (as that I fully can) that there are acts testified in
scripture, as distinct in each Person, and performed by each. which
cannot be applied indiscriminately to all; but are the special and peculiar
acts of Him. in the covenant of grace, of Who'm they are spoken; then
must it follow. that while ]ehovah hath Being in the One, inseparable
and undivided essence of the Godhead; yet is that Being most plainlY
and clearly proved to consist in a trinity of Persons.

Now let the reader attend to one or two proofs in point; in which, if
the film of determined ignorance doth not blind his eyes. he will perceive
that such things are spoken of the acts of one Person in the Godhead. in
the economy of salvation. which are never said of either of the other two;
but define the special and peculiar acts of each, according to the blessed
revelation by ] esus Christ.

F or example. When He the Spiri~ of truth is come (saith ] esus,
speaking of the Holy Ghost), He will guide ,You into' all truth; fo~' He
shall not spea/r: of Himself; but whatsoever He shall hear that shall He
spea1t; and He will shew ,You things to come. He shall glorify M e. He
shall receive of mine. &c. (John xvi. 13. 14). Now observe. First,
here are acts which define the Person of the Holy Ghost. He is said to
guide. to hear. to spea/r:. and to shew, all which are personal acts.
Secondly. He is said not to speak of Himself. Now this defines His
Person from that of God the Father. For God the Father is as
expressly said to do all things of Himself. and to wor/r: after the counsel.
of His Own will (Eph. i. 11). Moreover He is said to receive of
Christ. This is never spoken of the Father. in any part of scripture.
And thirdl,Y. here is the glory of Christ the great object for which the
Roiy Ghost is said to minister. and for which shews no less the distinct
personality of the Son of God. in what is here said. from the Person of
the Father. and the Person of the HolY Ghost. And who doth not, or
will not see from hence the clearest testimony language can furnish. of
]ehovilh existing ,in a Trinity of Persons. defined as each is. by personal
acts distinct from each other.

Once more. We read Rom. viii. 26. 27; Li/r:ewise the Spirit alsa
helpeth our infirmities; for we !r:now not what we should pra,Y for as we
ought; ,but the Spirit itsel.f ma/r:e~h intercession for us with groanings
which cannot be' ut~eTed. And He tha! searcheth the hearts !r:no'Welh
what is the mind of the Spirit. because He ma/r:eth intercessi'on for the
saints according 19 the will of Go(1. Here again observe. First. here
are acts as plainly definable of Person in the Holy Ghost, as words can
show. Helping our infirmities, and' ma/r:ing intercession for us. are as
much personal acts in the Holy Ghost upon earth. as the intercession of
Christ proves His Person in heaven. Secondl,Y. this making intercession
for us in our hearts. most decidedly draws the line of distinction between
the Holy Ghost's personal agency. and the Father's. For it is never once
.said throughout the word of God, of the Father's interceding. And
thirdl,Y,in the scripture here is beautifully brought into one point of
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view, the grace and mercy of the Holy Three in One, in tenderness to us.
The Spirit maketh intercession in uS here below, while Jesus maketh
intercession for us above; and both in exact unison with each other, and
acc.ording ta the will of God. Reader! what think you of this evidence
of the distinct Persons in the Godhead? And what views have you of
the condescending love of Jehovah in His Trinity of Persons, in taking
such gracious means to manifest it? Can any thing more palpably prove'
both; or at the same time more sweetly encourage poor fearful souls,
when going to the court of heaven, and not knowing what to pray for as

• they ought, than by showing that their petitions are sure to be heard,
because each Person in the Godhead is engaged for them. I detain the:
reader over this verse of scripture to remark to him, the very great beauty
of the word helping our infirmities. It is (sunantilambanetai) heaving
with us; meaning, as a kind hand lifts up a burden too heavy for a man
himself to raise up and put upon his shoulders; so the Spirit is said to
help us, that our weakness in prayer may not be so much felt, being thus
divinelY assisted. Such is this comprehensive word; and it is indeed a
very blessed word to this purpose.

I shall find opportunity hereafter to exemplify yet more, this &5
tinction of Persons in the Godhead, in the most luminous and decided
manner, when I come to speak more immediately to the personal Ministry
of God the Holy Ghost. But the limits of one lecture will not at this
time favour the pursuit.

I would therefore in the mean time take occasion from what hath been
said, to beg the reader to pause with me, and allow me to make one short
observation upon the whole. It is not indeed confined to that part oply
of the evidences he hath had already brought before him, but belongs tG
the subject at large, and is such as ought to be always in our rem'em~
brance, as often as we contemplate the glorious, though mysterious,
doctrine of the Unity of the Divine Essence, consisting in a Trinity of
Persons.

There is in every man, by nature, a pre-disposition to revolt at mystery.
And the doctrine of Jehovah having Being in a Trinity of Persons, is
what the natural man, untaught of God, cannot receive (1 Cor. ii. 14).
And beside the natural bias of the human mind to reject this great truth.
the very circumstances of mankind are unfavourable also to it, because
there is nothing in nature, neither in all the creatures of God, which bear
the smallest correspondence to it. We are so much in the habit of con
sidering persons and things as they simply appear to us, in their identity
and separation from one another, that when the scriptures reveal the
peculiar mode of existence by which J ehovah is distinguished in a Trinity
of Persons, ·though this refers to the Godhead Himself, still nature
untaught of God, pauses at the account.

We shall, however (if brought under divine teaching) find great relief
to correct this propensity to err; and, on the contrary, be blessedly
disposed to the cordial reception of this revealed truth, in relation to the
Trinity of the Persons in the Godhead, if we consider. and always keep
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in remembrance, that when the Word of God speaks of three Persons in
Jehovah, this distinction ()f Persons doth not mean (as it must be in.
<:reatures) separate and distinct existences. It is not a different being, but
personal distinction only in that being; perfectly foreign to all possible
resemblance in creatures. Each Person hath in common equal participa~

tion in all that constitutes Godhead: and though distinguished by personal
acts, which plainly define person; yet one design, one will, one purpose,
-one' decree, is in each, because the essence of each is one, and though
three in Persons, yet but one God.

It is not only the poverty of language, but the weakness of apprehen
~ion in us, that renders this and every other subject of a divine nature, so
difficult to be taken into the human mind. We are creatures accustomed
to walk by sight more than faith. We are so occupied with things of
~ense, that we can only for the most part, form our judgment by things
-of sense. But were we on this sublime subject, to take our information
whollY from revelation, and listen to what the scripture asserts, that
though the gracious love tokens made known to us by Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost, are the love tokens of three Persons, and yet but one and
the same God; what is there should prompt the mind to call in question
the reality of this blessed truth, merely because our finite capacities find
themselves incompetent to explain what is infinite.

We certainly are not so querulous, nor disposed to question every
thing we meet with in nature; though numberless operations we are
·exercised with in this department are as little understood by us, as the
exercises in grace. The sun (for example) we all consider as one, and
but one source and fountain of life, light, and heat. No man ever felt
himself disposed to doubt but that that immense body is the parent of the
whole of these, An.d are not these properties in the sun so manY and
distinct actions from one and the same agency? And wherefore, if this
servant of Jehovah hath a power given it of imparting distinct acts, and
yet in substance is but one and the same, shall it be too wonderful to be
believed that He Who made and placed that great orb of the day in the
firmament, and gave it all its powers, doth Himself exist in a Trinity of
Persons, and reveals Himself in such gracious acts of natural and
spiritual life, and light, and heat. as result from the love of the Father,
the grace of the Son, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost.

Just let me detain the reader to add this one word. Is not the
adoration, love, and praise the child of God feels his soul drawn out in,
towards each glorious Person in the Godhead, the most suited and
becoming? While he keeps in view the Unity of the Divine Essence, in
this Trinity of Persons; and while looking up to the Father, Son or
Spirit as One, he blesseth and praiseih the Three in One, in all the
glories of Jehovah ! Can he forbear, or ought he to withhold the tribute
·of praise to each for his unspeakable gift? If the man who is conscious
-of being called out .of dar/rness intO' 'GO'd's marvellous light; and from
the day dawn and day star having arisen on his 'mind at the new birth,
traceth the work of the Spirit to the love of the Spirit, the redemption by
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the Son, to the grace of the Son, and to the everlasting love of the Father,
-in having ch.osen him in Christ before the foundation .of the world; if he
were silent in acts of praise and love to each glorious Person in the
Godhead, would not the very stones of the earth cry out? Oh, how
truly blessed is it personally to Know, and as personally to bless each, and
the Holy Three in One, Israel's God in covenant, as the united source of
all our mercies?

And now let the reader pause, and ponder well, what hath been
brought before him. Let him take a solemn and leisurely survey of the
several proofs which he hath heard in testimony of the great doctrine
contained in this lecture. Let him as solemnlY and as carefully remember,
that all that is here offered is wholly scriptural. And when these
momentous truths have passed, and repassed over his mind, in solemn
consideration, let him look up for grace to feel the full force of that
ponderous word of scripture, once delivered by Moses, the man of God'
to Israel, that thou mayest fear the glorious and fearful name, the Lord,
thy God! (Deut. xxviii. 58).

And let me not offerid, while I desire only to be faithful. Let me be
kindly and affectionately heard, while I pray as kindly and affectionately
to speak This fundamental doctrine of oU,r holr faith is not brought
before you to ask your opinion; but the Bible of God proclaims it to
demand your belief. It will be at your peril if now, having heard
it, you wilfully reject such great salvation; it will not be the enquiry of
the other world what meets your approbation in this: but the solemn
decision of everyone in that day, in respect to his everlasting state will
be, whether he be a believer in the great truths of God or not.

And let me further observe, that in the present day of awful heresy,
it is not enough to give the cold, unfelt, and unconcerned assent to the
doctrine of the Trinity; nothing short of the warm, cordial, and lively
consent of the heart, will profit before God.

May the God of all grace impress it upon everyone whose heart the
Lord shall incline to attend to the things of salvation, that the acknow~

ledgment of the faith once delivered unto the saints must be, and will be
in the saints of God accompanied with the heartfelt knowledge of Him.
Oh! the unspeakable felicity of being brought into a saving acquaintance
with ]ehovah, in His Trinity of Persons; in knowing, feeling, and
enjoying God the Father in His everlasting love; God the Son in His
redeeming grace, and God the Holy Ghost in His communion and
fellowship.

Brethren! bend with me the knee of prayer before the mercy-seat, that
such blessed effects may accompany these labours. .May that almighty
Spirit Whose gracious office it is to lead into all truth, take of the things
of Christ and show unto us: that Christ maY dwell in our hearts by fainh!
that b,eltlg moted and grounded in love, we may be able to comprehend
with all saints, what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height,
and to kno·w the love .of Christ which :passeth kno1wledge; that· ye might
be filled with all the full1ess of Good (Eph. iii. 14 to the end).
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JOHN'S LETTER
ONE wot\ld think that the Apostle John's letter had cheered Gaius
considerably. How truly and abundantly kind it is. Gaius, evidently,
had been ill and John expressed the hope that he might soon be as well
in body as he was in soul. John had just heard from the brethren of
Gaius' soundness in the truth and activity in gracious undertakings.
John's was a brotherly and gospel wish: it came from a sincere and warm
heart. Some might have said to him, " Yes, but we must remember that
to be better in body is often to be worse in soul. Did not Jeshurun kick
when he waxed fat? Did not Hezekiah say that in su.ch crises as he had
met with, when death stared him in the face that • by these things men
live'?" John knew about J eshurun and Hezekiah quite well: he also
knew the grace of the Lord Jesus. Simply loving his friend, he hoped
that he would get well. It is not for us to limit the Lord in His goodness,
or to think on the other hand that we can keep alive our own souls or
make them flourish because or when we are sick. The Lord cured body
and soul together. He Who only and alone was wounded for our
transgressions, and bruised for our iniquities, took our infirmities and
bare the sicknesses which were consequent on our wickedness. John
knew the Lord, and knowing Him, lavished his love and concern on
Gaius.

John's letter would need no more paper than one of our ordinary sheets
of note, but it speaks of mercy, of judgment, of good works, of love.
John was not all and only love: he was as scathing as any of the apostles
in his criticism of evil men, while he encouraged and spoke thankfully of
those who followed that which is good. He wrote, moreover, with the
utmost confidence as to the reception of his letter. "Ye know that our
record is true ... Peace be to thee, greet the friends by name "-they
were all special. There was more John might have said, but he hoped
to be seeing them and so waived writing. What the things were we do
not know. John ended his gospel in the same way. Many things which
Jesus did were left unwritten. If the saints were to write down all their
experiences (even if they could descripe them in all their multitude and
change), "the world would not contain the books." There is a better
thing than writing: we " shall speak face to face" when we knov even
as we are known. FOLLOWER-ON.

lRetJielUZ ann .®oricez of 113 ook\}.
SINS REMITTED AND SINS RETAINED: How, AND BY WHOM? By

the Rev. T. Cornthwaite. Pp. 10. Price, single copy post free
3d.; 12 for 2/3; 25 for 4/3. (The Protestant Truth Society,
184, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4).

WE have read this booklet with great pleasure and thankfulness. The
writer unfolds the meaning of our Lord's words about remitting and
retaining sin (John xx. 23) simply, clearly and exhaustively. In view of
the attempt to legalise the Confessional in the Church of England by new
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canon laws, this booklet ought to be widely circulated. Protestant
Christians would do well to read it for their'own instruction and then
circulate it far and wide.

HERALDS OF THE DAWN. By John A. Anderson, M.D. Pp. 64.
Price 1/6 (post free from Dr. Anderson. Rhymie, Aberdeenshire,
Scotland).

THIS little volume is divided into seven chapters. The titles of the first
four are, "The Dawn," "The Dark," "The Last Days," "The
Advent." The fifth chapter deals with false heralds, and contains much
valuable information about Deceiving Spirits, Montanism, the Latter DaY
Saints, Catholic Apostolic Church, the .. Secret Coming" Theory,
Darbyism, Seventh Day Adventists, and Russellism.

The late Dr. H. W. Frost, for a time Director of the China Inland
Mission, in North America, speaks warmly of this book in a foreword.
Re says, " Historically, it is full of valuable information. Scripturally,
it is a lucid, true and helpful interpretatio~ of little known parts of
prophecy. Spiritually, it breathes forth the spirit of Christ, being non
controversial. constructive and uplifting."

EXTRACTS FROM CORRESPONDENCE

. From Weston-Super-M are: "John Newton's sermon in the May issue is.
fine and quite up to date."

From London: "We welcome every issue of the Gospel Alagazine, and
pray that the Lord may enable you to continue in this service."

From Tonbridge: "I so much enjoy the Gospel Magazine."
From Blackburn: "I am never tired of recommending the Gospel Aiaga

zinc to Christian brethren who seek good reading. The faithfulness of its
testimony in these days is especially valuable."
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