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~bt jramilp ~ortton:
OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT•

.. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

ENCOURAGEMENT FOR THOSE WHO FEAR

THE LORD

t< The Lord taketh pleasure in them that fear Him, in those that
hope in His mercy."-PSALM cxlvii. 11.

As the days get morally darker, and the evil in the world becomes
manifestly more abundant, the Lord's people become increasingly
in need of comfort and encouragement. Even in ordinary circum
stances we need encouragement. We need it to face our daily
duties. We need it in times of difficulty and fresh trials. We need
it always. The Bible is full of encouragement for those who fear
the Lord. P.assages of Scripture well known to us come with fresh
power when we specially need them. Recently the words at the
head of this" Family Portion" came with special power to our own
soul, and we thought they might be a cause of comfort and
encouragement to our readers at home and abroad. "Who is
among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of His
Servant?" We trust that hundreds who read this magazine are
amongst those who fear the Lord and who daily seek to obey the
voice of His eternal Son, His elect Servant. Yet there are times
when they "walk in darkness and have no light." What are they
then recommended to do? The answer is, "Let him trust in the
name of the Lord, and stay upon His God." (See Isa. 1. 10, and
xlii. 1). This is only another form of doing what David did. He

•
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" encouraged himself in the Lord his God" (1 Sam. xxx. 6). .This
is what the Lord enables us to do. He encouraged Joshua when He
promised, " As I was with Moses. so I will be with thee: I will not
fail thee, nor forsake thee. Be strong and of a good courage: for
unto this people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land,
which I sware unto their fathers to give them." He promised
victory to Joshua. He assured him of His presence. "The Lord
thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest" (.Joshua i. 5, 6, 9).
Well, let us think of the encouraging words, "The Lord taketh
pleasure in them that fear Him, in those that hope in His mercy."

1. First, He taketh pleasure in them that fear Him.

Not in them who are afraid of Him, but in them that' reverence
His Name, His Word, and His Day. Of the world at large the,
Scripture says, "There is no fear of God before their eyes" (Rom.
iii. 18). How sadly true that is to-day. It is true of men, women,
and even children, and there is little or no reverence for His Word
and His Day. His Word is neglected and increasingly rejected.
Ministers in the Church reject many of its truths. The old Gospel
truths are rarely heard. The hungry sheep look up and are not
fed. Yet mercifully there are some that fear the Lord. In
Malachi's day we read. "Then they that feared the Lord spake
often one to another: and the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a
book of remembrance was written before Him for them that feared
the Lord, and that thought upon His name. And they shall be
Mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up My
jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that
serveth him" (Mal. iii. 16, 17). Thus the Lord notices them that
feareth Him. He hearkens to their conversation, and notices that
they think upon His name. Of them He says, "They shall be
Mine ... in that day when I make up My jewels." Thus He
notices your thoughts about Him, and your words about Him, and
He purposes to number you amongst His jewels. Is not that
encouraging and cheering to your hearts? We read of those who
fear the Lord in the New Testament. They belonged to the
Christian Churches in Apostolic times-the believing people of
God. They" were walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the
comfort of the Holy Ghost" (Acts ix. 31). If Christ is precious to
your hearts, if you have redemption through His blood. the remis
sion of sins, according to the riches of divine grace, then you are
amongst the company who fear the Lord, and hope in His mercy.
The Spirit of Christ dwells in you, and you daily walk in the
comfort of the Holy Ghost.
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2. But how do you become numbered amongst those who fear
the Lord? '

Let us turn to a chapter in the prophecy of Jeremiah-the 32nd
chapter, verses 26-42. The people referred to are the children of
Israel. They had "done evil before the Lord from their youth,"
and provoked Him to anger. Kings, princes, priests, prophets, and
people had provoked Him to anger (w. 32-35). Divine judgments
had come upon them for their manifold sins (w. 28, 29, 36). Yet
God in His infinite mercy had not abandoned th6m. Hence He
says, "Behold, I will gather them out of all countries, whither I
have driven them in Mine anger, in My fury, and in great wrath;
and I will bring them unto this place,.and I will cause them to.
dwell safely: and they shall be My people, and I will be their God:
and 1 will give them one heart, and one way, that they may fear Me
for ever, for the good of them, and of their children after them:
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not
turn away from them, to do them good; but 1 will put My fear in
their hearts, that they shall not depart from Me. Yea, I will rejoice
over them to do them good, and I will plant them in this land,
assuredly with My whole heart and with My whole soul. For thus
saith the Lord; Like as I have brought all this great evil upon this
people, so will I bring upon them all the good that I have promised
them." Now in view of the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans,
and in view of all the sufferings of God's ancient people ever since,
it cannot, we think, be thought that this great prophecy has yet
been fulfilled. It follows that they are to be manifested as God's
people, and He is yet, in a new and marked way, to be manifested
as their God (v. 38). To this great end He will « give them one
heart, and one way, that they may fear Him for ever, for the good
of them, and of their children after them." At that time, He says,
" I will not turn away from them, to do them good; but 1 will put
My fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from Me. Yea,
I will rejoice over them to do them good, and I will plant them in
this land assuredly with My whole heart and with My whole soul."
At present they are scattered all over the countries of the world, and
the greater part of them are living in rebellion against God, and
against Christ, Whom God in mercy sent to them. They are not
manifestly numbered amongst " the Church of God which He hath
purchased with His Own blood." They are not « walking in the
fear. of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost" (Acts ix.
31; xx. 28). But God hath promised to give them one heart, and
one way, that they may fear Him for ever." He hath promised to

--------,-- '~-~- ,-
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cc put His fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from Him ..
(Jer. xxxii. 39, 40). He is faithful to His promises. Hence these
great promises are yet to be fulfilled. But why quote these promises
in connection with the reference to " them that fear God" in the
passage we are considering? We do so, because these promises tell
us how Jewish sinners and Gentile sinners become numbered
amongst the people who fear the Lord and think upon His name.
They become numbered amongst them who fear Him through
divine grace and power. He gives them one heart and one way
that they may fear Him for ever. He puts His fear in their hearts,
that they shall not depart from Him. In other words, they are born
again, not through their own power, but through the sovereign
.power of the Spirit of God. He gives them a new heart and a new
spirit. He gives them repentance. He convicts them 'of sin. He
gives them the faith that relies only upon the blood of· Christ for
salvation. Thus it is by grace they are saved through faith, and
that not of themselves, it is the gift of God. Thus they do not say,
" I decided to fear God, I decided to have faith in Christ," but they
say, " God hath saved me, and called me with an holy calling, not

, according to my works, but according to His Own purpose and
grace, which was given me in Christ Jesus before the world began"
(2 Tim. i. 9). "By the grace of God I am what I am." (See 1 Cor.
xv. 10, and Ezek. xxxvi. 25-27). If we are among them that fear
God, then God describes Himself as "The Lord that taketh
pleasure in them that fear Him." 0 what a mercy that is! Can
we say, dear readers, that we belong to the company of them that
fear the Lord? If so, we can also say, "The Lord taketh pleasure
in us." We do not deserve such infinite mercy, but what a comfort
to be assured that He delights in us, takes notice of us, and cares
for us. The Apostle Peter says, "Casting all your care upon Him;
for He careth for you" (1 Pet. v. 7.)..

3. Thirdly, notice that the same people who fear the Lord
cc hope in His mercy."

(i) This mercy is a regclIeratillg mercy. "Not by works of
righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He
saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy
Ghost; which He shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our
Saviour; that being justified by His grace, we should be made heirs
according to the hope of eternal life" (Titus iii. 5-7).

(ii) It is abundant mercy. "Blessed be the God and Father of
our L0rd Jesus Christ, which according to His abundant merc), hath
begotten us again into a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus
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Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible. and undefiled,
and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept
by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time" (1 Pet. i. 3-5). Mercy brings the saints
to a heavenly inheritance, and keeps them for it.

(iiz) It is rich mercy. "God Who is rich in mercy, for His great
love wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in sins. hath
quickened us together with Christ. Rich mercy quickened us,
raised us from spiritual death to spiritual life, and made us nigh to
God by the blood of Christ. •

(iv) It is pardoning mercy. "Let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the
Lord, and He will have mercy upon Him; and to our God, for He
will abundantly par~on )) (Isa. Iv. 7).

(v) It is delivering mercy. "Behold. the eye of the Lord is upon
them that fear Him, upon them that hope in His mercy; to deliver
their soul from death, and to keep them alive in famine" (Psalm
xxxiii. 18, 19).

(m) It is plenteous and great mercy. "The Lord is merciful and
gracious. slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy." "As the heaven is
high above the earth, so great is His mercy toward them that fear
Him. As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed
our transgressions from us" (Psalm ciii. 8, 11, 12). Think, dear
friends, of the height and breadth of His mercy.

(viz) It is everlasting mercy. "The mercy of the Lord is from
everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear Him" (Psalm ciii.
17). His mercy to those that hope in it has neither beginning nor
end. What a mercy to hope in! It is a mercy in the eternal past,
a mercy in the present, and a mercy in the eternal future. It is a
mercy that chose us in the past. is manifested to us in the present,
and will be manifested to us for ever and ever. Oh, the mercy of
being the object of such mercy l

"Thy mercy in Jesus exempts me from hell;
I ts glories I'll sing, and its wonders I'll tell;
'Twas Jesus, my Friend, when He hung on the tree,
That opened the channel of mercy to me.

"Great Father of mercies! Thy goodness I own,'
And the covenant love of Thy crucified Son;
All praise to the Spirit, Whose whisper divine
Seals mercy, and pardon, and righteousness mine! "

(John Stocker, 1776).
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4. Lastly, think of the pleasure the Lord takes in them that fear
Him.

He takes pleasure in their company. He says, "I will dwell in
them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be
My people" (2 Cor. vi. 16). He loves to help and comfort them.
He is "the God of all comfort, Who comforteth us in all our
tribulation" (2 Cor. i. 3, 4). He" comforteth those that are cast
down" (2 Cor. vii. 6). He guides, instructs and protects them. In
fact we cannot measure the extent of the pleasure He takes in the
objects of His eternal, redeeming, and saving love.

H, therefore, ye who read these pages are amongst those who fear
Him, and who hope in His mercy, seek more and more with faith
and confidence to encourage yourselves in the God Who taketh
pleasure in you, utterly unworthy of His love though you are. How
very little we all, through our fears and want of faith, take full and
undoubting comfort in all the comforting and encouraging
assurances a!1d promises of His Word. May He enable us more
fully and confidently and heartily to say, "Behold, God is my
salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid" (Isa. xii. 2).

THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage, (Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn, Norfolk.

o BLESSED, HOLY SPIRIT
o Blessed, Holy Spirit, brood upon

The waters of our poor world's discontent;
Thou art the Light which through the ages shone

In words of prophets whom Thy wisdom sent.
Come as.the fire that burns up selfish dross

In hearts enkindled with Thy flaming zeal;
Change to immortal gain our earthly loss,

And morbid cravings of our spirit heal.
light up our darkness with celestial Day,

And in our minds' remote recesses shine;
The sheen of Heaven is in Thy splendid ray, .

Our wayward hearts Thy power can make divine.
Chase from our pilgrim road the shades of night;
Be evermore our everlasting Light.

T. PittCl1JXlY.
Rodden Rectory, F rome.

•• IN everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let yaar
requests be made known unto God" (Philippians iv. 6).

1
I

J
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THE INCREASING TENDENCY TO FELLOWSHIP
WITH ROMANISM

u Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong."
-1 CORINTHIANS xvi. 13.

IN the year 1900, the late Bishop J. C. Ryle wrote of" the danger in
the vastly altered tone of public feeling about Romanism which has
appeared in the last forty years. There is no longer that general

~ dislike and aversion to Popery which was once almost universal in
this realm. The edge of the old British feeling about Protestantism
seems blunted and dull. . . . No doubt this altered tone of public
feeling has been furthered immensely by the proceedings of the
extreme Ritualistic party in the Church of England. That energetic
and active body has been vilifying the Reformation, and sneering at
Protestantism, for many years, with only too much success. It has
corrupted, leavened, blinded, and poisoned the minds of many
Churchmen, by incessant misrepresentation. It has gradually
familiarised people with every distinctive doctrine and practice of
Romanism-the real presence, the mass, auricular confession and
priestly absolution, the sacerdotal character of the ministry, the
monastic system, and a histrionic, sensuous, showy style of public
worship-and the naturat result is, that many simple people see ho
mighty difference between the Church of England and the Church
of Rome" (Principles for Churchmen, pp. xix. xx.).

This altered tone towards Romanism has vastly increased since
Bishop Ryle wrote, and signs are not wanting that prominent Free

_Churchmen have also changed in their attitude towards Romanism.
This altered tone towards Romanism indicates a falling away from
the faith once for all delivered to the saints. For one thing there is
a growing ignorance of the history of the Reformation. Few know
the awful moral and spiritual condition of our country in the
centuries preceding the Reformation in the sixteenth century. In
the Homily against Peril of Idolatry, drawn up by the Reformers,
we read "That laity and clergy, learned and unlearned, all ages,
sects, and degrees of men, women and 'children of whole Christen
dom (an horrible and most dreadful thing to think) have been at
once drowned in abominable idolatry, of all other vices most
detested of God and most damnable to man, and that by the space
of eight hundred years and more." Few realise that in Queen
Mary's reign-the reign of a Romish Queen-nearly 300 people
were burnt to death because they had renounced the unscriptural

..

. ..



232 . The Gospel Magazine

doctrines and practices of Romanism and adhered to the truths of
the Bible. .

. For another thing, a very large number of people are so occupied
with the amusements obtained at cinemas. theatres, and on the
wireless that they are largely ignorant of the history of their .own
country and ignorant of the holy Scriptures which are able to make
them wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

For another thing, a large number of the clergy are being taught
the doctrines of Rome in sacerdotal colleges. In addition,
Modernistic teaching now abounds in colleges both of the Church
of England and of the Free Churches, and many of the leaders of
most of the denomivations have abandoned the faith of the
Reformers, the Puritans. and the old Evangelicals. It follows that
there is a wide departure from the old truths.

Hence the time has largely come "when they will not endure
sound doctrine ... and they shall turn away their ears from the
truth, and shall be turned unto fables" (2 Tim. iv. 3, 4). Remark
able illustrations of the present evil trend of things arc showing
themselves before our eyes. We need therefore to take special heed.
to the Lord's voice speaking to us in Jeremiah vi. 16. There we
read, "Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask
for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye
shall find rest for your souls." This verse concludes by saying
cc But they said. We will not walk therein." How awful if the
people of our day say, " We will not walk in the old paths, we will
not walk in the good way." Yet only in the good way shall they
find rest for their souls. Christ says, " I am the way, the truth and
the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me" (John xiv.
6). He is the narrow way that leads to eternal life. Through Him
an anxious and seeking sinner can approach the Father. Through
faith in His blood. shed to secure the remission of sins, can a sinner
approach the Father, and through Him can an anxious sinner be
cheer«d by hearing the Father say, "Your sins and iniquities will I
remember 'no more."

Union with Rome is a departure from the old paths and the good
way. It is a rejection of the great Bible truths taught by the
Reformers when God opened their eyes through the circulation of
the Word of God. Yet there is a growing tendency to unite with
Rome. When Archbishop Cranmer first drew up the Litany he
inscribed a petition therein which said, "From the tyranny of the
Bishop of Rome and all his detestable enormities, good Lord
deliver us." Rome's doctrines and principles remain to-day UD-
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changed, and we still need to pray that God would in mercy deliver
us from all the errors now being taught both by the Church of
Rome and by others outside the Church of Rome. We need to
watch against a return to the false doctrines and practices which
dominated our country in pre-Reformation times. We need to
stand fast in the faith revealed in the infallible Word of God. We
need to quit us like men and be strong. By all means let us make
known the pure Gospel of the grace of God to all sorts and condi
tions of men. Let us make it known graciously and lovingly, but
let us hold fast the faith of the Word of God with all uncom
promising' tenacity and firmness.

WORLD CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES

In The Times of August 14th, 1947, it was stated that" The
World .Council of Churches, which is to establish a Christian
, United Front,' will be formed in August next year at Amsterdam.
Dr. John R. Mott, of New York, announced at the conference of the
world committee of the Y.M.C.A. in Edinburgh last night. He said
that 107 religious denominations, mostly Protestant Churches, had
voted to join the World Council. and the Roman Catholic Church
was being invited to do so."

This Council was" to establish a Christian United Front:' and
"the Roman Catholic Church was being invited to join this
Council." Already 107 retigious denominations, mostly Protestant
Churches, had voted to join the Council. Now in May, 1948, the
Archbishops of Canterbury and York have issued" a"call to prayer
for the Assembly of the World Council of Churches at Amsterdam."
In this call to prayer we read, " In August, 1948, the first Assembly
of the World Council of Churches will take place at Amsterdam.
We are profoundly thankful that after long years of separation, and
so soon after the most devastating war in human history. the
Christian Churches throughout the world will thus be able to
express and to manifest their spiritual unity." The" call to
prayer" further says, "Already more than a hundred and thirty
Churches have joined it (the World Council of Churches) from the
Old and New Worlds, from the East and" the West-a clear sign
of the longing of the Churches for deeper fellowship in Christ."
"The World Council of Churches (is) to be held at Amsterdam
from August 22nd to September 4th, in which official representa
tives of the Church of England and of other Churches of our Com
munion will take part, together with representatives of almost every
Church tradition, Orthodox, Lutheran and Reformed: there will
also be present unofficial observers from the Church of Rome.

.- ..._-~-_ .. -'----- ,--
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Pl-ay that through this Assembly the Holy Spirit will speak to the
Churches for their unity and to the world for its peace."

Dr. Mott had said, "the Roman Catholic Church was being
invited" to join the World Council. Evidently, however, the
Roman Catholic Church was content only to send "unofficial
observers from the Church of Rome." Representatives, however,
of the Orthodox or Greek Church will be present. Our impression
is that there is little to choose between most of the doctrines of the
Orthodox Church and those of the Church of Rome. The aim
evidently of the first Assembly of the World Coullcil of Churches is
to promote unity amongst them all, Romish. Orthodox and
Protestant.

No doubt further particulars of this first Assembly of a World
Council of Churches will appear later on. Sufficient, however, has
been published to demonstrate that a great effort is to be made, if
the promoters can have their way, to bring about the reunion of
Christendom, including union with the Church of Rome-a
Church which has seriously departed from the faith once delivered
to the saints.

Not many weeks ago a great meeting was held in the Albert
Hall, London, on a SUl1day evening. The object of which was to
bring to bear Christian pr~nciples upon the nations which are so
much disturbed as a result of the great war. At this meeting it was
definitely arranged that Roman Catholic as well as Protestant
speakers should address the meeting. In furtherance of its objects,
both the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Roman Catholic Arch
bishop of Westminster were on the platform. Such a union in effort
appears to us unchristian, seeing that we are obliged to regard the
leading doctrines of the Church of Rome as contrary to the
Christian Scriptures. Moreover, such union of Protestants and
Romanists is directly contrary to the Word of Christ, Who says to
His true disciples, " Beware of false prophets, which come to you in
sheeps clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves" (Matt. vii.
15).

Are we really 'to regard the Reformation as a great blunder?
Was it wrong for us to break with the idolatries and superstitions
of the Church of Rome? Ought the Reformation to be repented of
" in dust and ashes," as was said by a leading Sacerdotalist many·
years ago? Is the Church of England wrong in expecting all its
ministers to subscribe to the Thirty-nine Articles? Those Articles
definitely condemn the Church of Rome in many of its ceremonies
and doctrines. They speak of its doctrine of purgatory, pardons,
worshipping and adoration of images and relics, and invocation of
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saints as "a fond thing vainly invented, and grounded upon no
warranty of Scripture, but rather repugnant to the 'Yord of God."
They definitely condemn Rome's doctrine of Transubstantiation..
and call its sacrifices of Masses" blasphemous fables and dangerous
deceits." They reject Rome's teaching on Scripture and on the
great doctrine of Justification by faith, and on. many other points.
Yet leading men in the Church of England are seeking to bring
about unity with Rome. The late Bishop J. C. Ryle says, " What is
the religion that prevails around St. Peter's and under the walls of
the Vatican? What is Romanism at Rome, unfettered, unshackled,
and free to develop itself in full perfection? Let a man honestly
answer these questions, and I ask no more. Let him read such a
book as Seymour's Pilgrimage to Rome or Alford's Letters, and ask
any visitor to Rome if the picture is too highly coloured. Let him
do this, I say, and I believe he cannot avoid the conclusion that
Romanism in perfection is a gigantic system of Church-worship,
sacrament-worship, Mary-worship, saint-worship, image-worship,
relic-worship, and priest-worship-that it is, in one word, a huge
organised idolatry." .

With this fact in mind, how can any true servant of God dream
of unity with the Church of Rome? Bishop Ryle says again, " It is
vain to deny that a large party of the English clergy and laity in
the present day are moving heaven and earth to reunite the Church
of England with the idolatrous Church of Rome. The recent
publication of that monstrous book, Dr. Pusey's Eirenicon, and the
formation of a " Society for promoting the Union of Christendom,'
are plain evidence of what I mean.... I hold, for one, that this
Romish movement ought to be steadily and firmly resisted. Not
withstanding the rank, the learning, and the devotedness of some
of its advocates, I regard it as a most mischievous, soul-ruining and
unscriptural movement. To say that reunion with Rome would be
a~ insult to our martyred Reformers is a very light thing; it is far
more than this: it would be a sin and an offence against God!
Rather than be reunited with the idolatrous Church of Rome, I
would willingly see my own beloved Church perish and go to pieces.
Rather than become popish once more, she had better die" (Knots
Untied, pp. 498, 504, 505). On page 16 of the same volume,
Bishop Ryle says, "We firmly maintain that there can be no real
unity without oneness in the faith. We protest against the idea of
unity based on a common Episcopacy, and not on a common belief
of Christ's Gospel. As for the theories of those who make advances
to Rome, and hold out the hand to the Church of Bonner and
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Gardiner, while they turn their backs on the Church of Knox and
Rutherford, Chalmers and McCheyne, we repudiate them with
indignation as unworthy of English Churchmen. We abhor the
very idea of reunion with Rome, unless Rome first purges herself
from her many false doctrines and superstitions."

More could be said, but we conclude by expressing our belief that
there is a vast and far~reaching apostasy from the old truths of the
Word of God, and that God's true people need to realise the awful
peril we are in, and by God's grace grasp with firmer hold all the
great truths revealed in the Word of God, and stand out with
uncompromising courage against the return to paganism which is
developing on every hand.

Whitington Vicarage, .
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR

(Thomas Houghton).

JOHNWYCLIFFE'S LOVE TO HIS LORD AND SAVIOUR

.. 0 THOU good name! 0 Thou sweet name! ° glorious name!°healthful name! 0 name to be desired! ... I sought to love Jesus,
and ever the more I grew perfect in His love, so much the sweeter His
name savoured to me. Therefore blessed be the name of Jesus for ever
and ever, and so be it. Amen.... Thou most sweet Lord, from hence-

fohrward pass not from mle, dwell wifth me idn Thly Tswheetnbess; forI only . "1".",

- T y presence is to me so ace or com ort, an on y y a sence eaves
me sorrowful. °Thou Holy Ghost! Who inspirest where Thou wilt,
come into me, draw me to Thee, that I despise and set at nought in my
heart .all things of this world.... Come, I beseech Thee, Thou sweet
and true joy; come Thou sweetness so to be desired; come Thou my
Beloved, Who art all my comfort."-,(Writingsof John W:ycliffe,
quoted in The Stor:y of the Gospel in England, by S. F. Paul, p. 56.)

THE BISHOP OF LONDON AND THE LORD'S SUPPER

IN a review of a book by Dr. J. W. C. Wand, Bishop of London, the
reviewer (Dr. C. Sydney Carter) says that the Bishop" declares that
• at the altar' • the bread and wine become the Body and Blood of
Christ,' and • in partaking of the sacred elements we partake of the very
personality and vitality of Christ Himself.' "

This is a very sad fact that Anglo-Catholicism has so developed that
the present Bishop of London holds such doctrine as this on the Lord's
Supper.

•
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t&tlgrtm 10apers.
WELLSPRINGS

.. To Whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed 'Of men,
but chosen of God, and predous: Ye also, as lively stones, la,.~

built up a spirii!ual house, an holy pries/ho'od, to· offer up slpiritual
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ."-l PETER ii. 4,5.

THROUGHOUT the Holy Scriptures, every dili~ent student of those
blessed pages cannot fail to find that every reference to stone or stones
has a deeper significance than at first perceived. Thus, we find the
Patriarchs had their stones of remembrance, and dear old J acob,
recalling past mercies and deliverances, set up his way-mark, .. even a
pillar of stone," and called the name of that place Bethel, where God
spake with him. (Gen. xxxv. 14, 15). Then we think of Samuel
with his Ebenezer stone, and encouraging himself and all the saints down
the succeeding ages with his testimony of .. Hitherto hath the unchange
able God helped us." Joshua, too, with those twelve stones in the
river's bed, making a passage for the great company to pass over,
testified to the future generation how" the waters of Jordan were cut
off before the ark of the covenant of the Lord; when it passed over
Jordan, the waters of Jordan were cut off, and these stones shall be for
a memorial" (Joshua iv. 7). .. The Great Stone of Abel," too (1
Sam. vi. 18), hints at the thought of the first sacrifice which the Lord
was pleased to accept and which brought about that sinful jealousy in
Cain and his murdering his godly brother (Gen. iv. 3, 4). Abel had
been intuitively taught of the Holy Spirit, that .. without the shedding
of blood there was no remission of sins," and hence the great stone upon
which he in faith offered his acceptable worship was a way-mark and
reminder to the coming generations of how the God of Heaven wills to
be worshipped. Indeed, there are many stones of interest and instruction
in the holy pages of Scripture, but our thoughts are directed in this
meditation to the truth of God's holy word comparing His people to
.. lively stones" as built upon that one" living Stone, disallowed indeed
of men~ but chosen of God, and precious," and in Whom alone His
people are accepted. For what are stones in themselves? The hardest
and deadest of things by nature! As they lie in the quarry, dead as a
sinner is by nature, they have to be separated frO\ll the mass, hewn out of
rock, and shaped according to the requirements of the Builder. They
are varied in their size, but are hewn and designed to fit into the place
that God has intended for them, and so the large, with the small, are all
made to fit into the requiremenjs of the building by the Great Architect,
and not one wiIl be found missing when God's holy temple is complete.
.. Lively stones" built upon that One Living Stone, that One Founda
tion (and there is none other), Christ Himself being the Chief Corner
Stone. How precious must they be in God's sight as He looks upon
them in His dear Son! The building is still going on. .. Many sons ..
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are being still brought to glory, and one and all setting forth the glory
of Him in Whom they are chosen, elect, precious! Many stones, but
only One Chief Corner Stone, and that makes the building certain and

,sure. .. Behold, saith the Lord God, I lay in Zion for a foundation, a
stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation; he that
believeth shall not make haste" (lsa. xxviii. 16). Christ Jesus was put
to that supreme test, and stood it! Hence J ehovah could declare,
.. Behold My servant Whom I uphold; mine elect in Whom My soul ~'

delighteth; I have put My Spirit upon Him; He shall bring forth judg- .
ment to the Gentiles," etc. (lsa. xlii. 1-4). No human agency, no creature .
workmanship, and no creature on earth can withstand His power, and
if they do, they will certa:nly stumble and fall, for He is a stone of
stumbling and rock of offence to both the houses of Israel, for a gin and
for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem" (lsa. viii. 14). At the same
time, blessed be the God of His people's salvation, .. He shall be for a
sanctuary" to His redeemed people. His Father has declared, .. Yet
have I set my King upon My holy hill of Zion." His Father has given
.. the heathen for His inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth
for His possession" (Ps. ii. 6, 7). His glory is great in the salvation
of every redeemed sinner! Christ may indeed be called 'a precious
Stone, a Chief Corner Stone--chosen of His Father to bear upon His
sinless body all the sins of His elect people. The Father well knew He
could trust in the Christ of His people's salvation and place upon Him
(that Chief Cornest Stone) all the living stones of His Church. Oh!
beloved reader, what unfathomable love is before us! What depths of
love in the incarnate God, Who gave Himself for us, that He might
redeem us unto God His Father! Hence the consideration, what
manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness.
Christ, the Chief Corner Stone, has in His mind the building of an holy [,
temple unto God His Father; .. a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to
offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God." He would have us, in
our lives, our testimony, our conduct, to be ever .. showing forth the ,~
praises of Him, Who hath called us out of darkness .into His marvellous
light." Let us search our hearts and ask ourselves whether Christ, our
blessed Redeemer, is satisfied with us as .. lively stones," humbly
desiring to bring forth the fruits of holiness and to glorify Him Who in
His Father's sight was ever that Chief Corner Stone upon Whom He
has built His Church, and Who, when the building is complete, will
live for ever with Him to behold His glory and sing of His redeeming
blood throughout the countless ages of eternity.

.. 0 could we but with clearer eyes
His excellences trace,

Could we His person learn to prize,
We more should prize His grace." (Hart).

But whilst we must ever mourn our imperfecliions, failures, sins and
shortcomings, may gracious, inwrought faith ever incline our hearts to
say, He is our Rock and His ways are perfecl. R .

.!If



•

- .

The G03peL Magazine

~ur !floung 1follt~' ll)agc.
239

r--

.. THE FEAR OF THE LORD, THAT IS WISDOM"

THERE is a proverb among the French which says that the more things
change, the more they are the same. I think that is often illustrated by
the accQunts we read of the ways of God's dealings with the souls of
men. The chiidren of God may differ in the age they live in, their
nationality, and all their circumstances; but when we read of the Lord
seeking and saving them, we feel- at once, .. This God is the same
God Whom we know; He is the same to-day for English people in
1948 as He has been in all places, and throughout all ages."

Take the story of Alypius, for example. Though his circumstances
were very different from ours, his story sounds as if it would fit a boy at
Oxford to-day! Alypius was born more than sixteen hundred years
ago at a place called Thagaste in North Africa, and there he attended
the Grammar School. His own parents were rich people of good station,
but there was no class distinction at school, and his chief friend there,
a most gifted boy called Augustine, was the son of a poor freedman.
Augustine was a few years older than the other boy; he was one of
those really brilliant people who shine like stars among the crowds of
lesser lights. But Alypius had a great deal of ability too, though he
was not so outstanding as Augustine. -

When Augustine was appointed Rhetoric Lecturer at Carthage Uni
versity, Alypius also attended the University as a student. But they
did not see much of each other at first, their fathers having had a
disagreement. Carthage was full of temptations for the students, and
Alypius got among a bad set, who introduced him to the pleasures of the
Circus. It was with much regret that Augustine saw his friend become
passionately attached to what he called .. the madness of the Circus";
there was much unhealthy excitement about the attractions there, and he
would have liked to warn the boy against it; but he thought Alypius
shared the parents' quarrel.

One day, however, whilst Augustine was lecturing, Alypius came in
"and sat down among the.other students. Just at that moment, the lecturer
was illustrating his subject by a very scornful and sarcastic reference to
the Circus games." He had no thought of Alypius in his mind, but the
boy fully thought it was aimed at him. Instead of resenting it, Alypius
took the reproof to heart, and then and there he renounced the Circus,
and never went again. He was so grateful to Augustine that he
persuaded his father to let him become his scholar; and he began lo
study entirely under him.

This incident drew the young men together, and they became deeply
attached. Augustine's mind was greatly concerned with all the unsolved
problems of life. and he and Alypius were always discussing the writings

'of the philosophers. and seeking for the true answers to the questions

•
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that vexed their souls. They were both acquainted with the Christian .
Faith; Augustine indeed (though his father was pagan) had been
brought up by a believing mother, Monica, who never ceased to pray for
her boy's conversion. But the friends so far had too high an opinion of
human wisdom to become as little children in order to enter the kingdom
of heaven; and though they did study the Scriptures among their other
books, it was in a superior sort of way. and with a great deal of prejudice
against them. •.

Alypius, at his father's desire, had taken up the study of Law; and 1
when. Augustine was appointed to a lecturing post in Milan, he followed J
to practise law. In this place they were joined by another, Nebridius....
who came to Milan for the sole purpose of sharing with Augustine and
Alypius .. their most ardent search after truth and wisdom." Their
souls were indeed thirsting for God, but they were so befogged with
human wisdom that they could not see the well of living waters close at
hand.

In Milan the three friends shared a villa, and here also came Monica,
still humbly praying. The young men began to attend the church in
Milan to hear the great preacher, Ambrose. To this man they were
greatly attracted, and they would have liked to discuss their difficulties
with him; but Ambrose, when he was not preaching, was always beset
by .. multitudes of busy people," and he had no leisure at all. More
and more the three were led to study ~he Word of God. and especially
Paul's writings.

One day, when Nebridius happened to be out, Alypius and
Augustine were greatly impressed by a visit from a friend of theirs, a
courtier, who was himself a Christian. This man picked up a book lying
on the table. He expected it to be a volume of Plato or some other
philosopher, but finding it was. Paul's Epistles, he expressed his delight
that they should be reading such a book, and he began to tell them of
some of the wonders God had wrought. While he was speaking, the l'
Spirit of the Lord suddenly stripped Augustine of all his pride and self- .
satisfaction, and showed him himself in the sight of the Holy God, .. how .
foul he was, how crooked and defiled, bespotted, ulcerous." He was
appalled, but said nothing till the visitor had gone. Then he astonished .
Alypius by bursting out vehemently into confused exclamations showing
the tumult of his soul. He went out into the garden, so distressed and
unlike himself that his friend followed him, and the two sat down as
far as they could from the house, Augustine carrying the book. .

And now such a conflict arose in Augustine's spirit that Alypius was
alarmed. Faithful friend that he was, he did not attempt to say any
thing; and when Augustine dropped the book. and. springing up, flung
himself under a fig tree in a storm of tears, Alypius just waited quietly.
In him, too, the Lord's work was going on; but his nature was not So
complicated as Augustine's, nor were his passions so violent. Whilst
Augustine lay in anguish. he heard a child's voice from the next door
garden, chanting over and over again the words, .. T olle. lege; to-lie•



The Cospel Magazine 241

~
1

,

I'...

lege "-" Take up and read, take up and read." Augustine's tears
were checked; he was con~inced that those words were the command of
God to him. He got up at once, went back to where Alypius still
sat, picked up the book, opened. it at random, and read the first words
he saw. It was the end of Romans thirteen: "Put ye on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh." In a flash all doubt
vanished; Augustine at that moment saw Christ as his Saviour, and his
soul was flooded with light.

Putting in his finger to mark the place, he turned to Alypius with
such a difference in his face, and told him what had happened. "Show
me the place where you were reading," said Alypius. Augustine did
so; Alypius read the words, but went on to the words that followed,
.. Him that is weak in the faith receive." That was all he needed; he
acknowledged himself weak in faith, and knew immediately that such as
he would be received. Without any of the storm that shook Augustine,
he, too, was brought out of darkness into light.

With one accord the two went straight into the house to Monica, and
told her what had happened. How Monica rejoiced! They gave her
the whole story, and she leapt for joy, praising God, Who had done for
her more than she had ever asked or thought.

Some time later, after an interval given up entirely to the study of the
Word of God, now wondrously illuminated by the Holy Spirit, the two
friends were together baptised by Ambrose, and received into the
Christian Church. Thenceforth both devoted themselves wholly to the
things of God. Alypius became an eminent pastor, finally bishop in
Thagaste, his native town; whilst Augustine's name will live for ever as
the writer of deep and wonderful works of theology.

DAMARls.

THE TEACHING OF THE SPIRIT

By JOHN WYCLlFFE•

.. THE Spirit showeth to man what he is, and what peril he is in, and
when so he came, and whither he goeth, and w~at he hath done, and
what he hath lost, and what he should have done. And when he seeth·
that he h~th not whereof to make good for his sins against God, then
this Spirit maketh him weep and lament, and cry mercy of God ... and
to hold himself the foulest and worst of all others. For this Spirit
teacheth man what pain and sorrow Christ suffered him, and in Whom
never was spot of sin; how He sweat blood and water, how He was
bound to a pillar and wounded from the head to the feet; how He was
crowned with thorns, how He was nailed hand and foot, and His heart
opened with a spear."-(Writings of John Wyclit!e, quoted in The
Story of the Gospel in England, by S. F. Paul, p. 55.)
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~rott6tant JJ5eacon.
UNITED PRAISE: WHAT IT IS, AND WHAT IT IS NOT
By THE LATE REV. ]. B. WADDlNGTON, VICAR OF Low MOOR,

CLITHEROE, LANCASHIRE.

.. God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Hfm in
spirit and in truOJ."-]OHN iv. 24.

I.-WHAT IT Is.

I. PRAISE is a spiritual act, and is the highest and noblest worship
'which created and redeemed beings can offer in Heaven to their benefi·
cent Creator and Redeemer. At the creation .. The mornnng stars
(angels) sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy (Job
xxxviii. 7). In the Revelation we read that the redeemed" sung a neW
song, saying, Thou art worthy to ta1ee the Booq, and' to open the Seals
thereof: for Thou wast slain, and hast rede~med us to God by Thy
Blood out of every qindred, and tongue, and people, and nation" (Rev.
v. 9).

2. PRAISE has ever been a distinguishing mark of the redeemed on
earth. It is recorded of the early believers that they" did eat their meat
'with gladness and singleness of heart, praising God, and having favour
with all the people" (Acts ii. 46, 47).. About eighty years afterwards

- we find Pliny informing the Roman Emperor that the Christians were
wont to meet together on a stated day, before it was light, and to sing
a hymn to Christ as God.

3. PRAISE was a characteristic of the followers of Wycliffe, who
were called .. Lollards," or Psalm singers. At the Reformation
thousands assembled at St. Paul's Cross to sing hymns of praise to God.

4. PRAISE in public should always be congregational. everyone
singing heartily with the spirit and with the understanding also; for it is
the privilege and duty of all the blood-bought people of God, who are
thus exhorted by the Apostle: .. Teaching and .admonishing one another
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your
hearts to t'he Lord" (Col. iii. 16).

.. Let the people praise Thee, 0 God; let all the people praise
Thee" (Psalm Ixvii. 5).

H.-WHAT IT Is NOT.
I . PRAI SE is not the singing of a few worldly persons for the praise

and glory of themselves in hymns and anthems in which the congregation
cannot join. .. It is profanation to convert the House of God into a
place for a musical performance" (Dr. Bickersteth, Bishop of Ripon).

. 2. PRAISE is not singing our prayers. Petitioners would not so
insult an earthly sovereign.

3. PRAISE is not the appointed means for the conversion of sinners.

"
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.. IT is all too evident that, without the regenerating grace of the Holy
Spirit, men are neither able nor willing to return to God, or to reform
their natural corruption."-PRoFESSOR SMF,ATON.

but the preaching of the Gospel. The late Canon Stowell said truly,
.. /t pleased G.od by the foolishness of preaching (and not by the foolish
ness of music) to salle them thut belielle " (1 Cor. i. 21). Music is not
the Scriptural way of drawing people to Church. An eminent divine
says that .. When music is made the attraction it ceases to occupy the
place which God designed for it as a handmaid of the Gospel."

4. PRAISE is not the fascination- which many feel when listening to
beautiful sounds. S1. Augustine wrote:' .. Whenever the singing of a
Psalm affects me more than the words which are sung, then I am guilty
of sin."

In conclusion, a musical service is not a reasonable service, but is the
thin end of the Ritualistic wedge. The late Dr. Pusey, the great leader
of the Romanising party, gives the following advice to those who wish to
overthrow Protestantism: .. Let a gradual change be brought in. A
choral serllice so far as Psalms and Canticles are concerned . will
train people to liIre a more ornate worship."

.. / spea1r as &J wise men; judge ye what I say."

EVANGELICALS AND COMPROMISE

By BISHOP J. C. RYLE.

LET us carefully observe how little good they do who attempt to mix up
Evangelical preaching and a Ritual ceremonial. Little, did I say?-they
do no good at all. The world is never won by trimming, and com
promising, by facing both ways and trying to please all. ... Processions,
and banners, apd flowers, and crosses, and an excessive quantity of
music, and elaborate services, and beautiful vestments may please children
and weak-minded people. But they never helped forward heart
conversion and heart-sanctification and they never will. . . . No doubt it
is very annoying to see our younger members slipping away to churches
where there are processions, banners, flowers, incense, and a thoroughly
histrionic and gorgeous ceremonial. ... But none of these things must
move us. .. He that believeth shall not make haste" (Isaiah xxviii. 16).
The end will never justify illicit means. Let us never leave the high
ground of principle under any false preserve, from whatever side it may
come. Let us hold on our way, and be jealously sensitive of any
departure from simplicity. Popularity obtained by pandering to the
senses or the sentiment of our hearers is not worth anything. Worshippers
who are nnt <:ontent with the Bible, simple prayers and simple praise, are
worshippers of little value. It is useless to try to please them, because
their spiritual taste is diseased.-(Knots Untied, pp. 26, 27).
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.ermonB' anlJ ~ote5 of Itermons.

DIVINE FORGIVENESS

A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH. BRISTOL,

BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON, RECTOR.

PART!.

.. Jesus saith unto him. I sa'y not unfo' thee. Until sellen times; but Until
sevent:y times seven."-MATTHEW xviii. 22.

THIS reply is. you will remember. dear friends. the result of a question
which Peter the Apostle put to his Master. which is recorded in the
previous verse. Peter said to Jesus, .. Lord. how oft shall my brother
sin against me. and I forgive him? till seven times?" If we refer back
to the fifteenth verse we perhaps get the origin of this question of the
Apostle. Jesus said... If thy brother shall trespass against thee. go and
tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee. thou
hast gained thy brother." .. Lord. how oft shall my brother sin against
me?" The Lord had already laid down the principle of charity which
was to actuate the disciple in regard to his brother. now the Apostle asks
is there any limit to the exercise of this principle of charity. It had been
the teaching, it is stated. of the Jewish Rabbis that three forgivenesses
limited the pardon. that four might not be granted. They grounded their
teachings on certain passages in Amos. We turn to two of these passages
in the first chapter. the third verse, and upon this. together with another
passage to which we shall allude, the Talmud grounded this teaching
a mistaken interpretation I need scarcely say. .. Thus saith the Lord.
For three transgressions of Damascus, and for four. I will not turn away
the punishment thereof." And then in the second chapter of the same
prophecy. and the sixth verse, .. Thus saith the Lord. For three trans
gressions of Gaza, and for four. I will not turn away,the punishment
thereof." And yet another reference in the Book of Job, chapter
thirty-three, the twenty-ninth and thirtieth verses. with the marginal
reading. .. La. all these things worketh God oftentimes with man. to
bring back his soul from the pit. to be enlightened with the light of the
living." If you look in the margin the alternative for .. oftentimes .. is
.. twice and thrice." On these passages. on the letter of them, the
Jewish teachers grounded their false law regulating the conduct of man
to man in regard to his having a quarrel against his brother. Now the
Lord had so laid down the Gospel principle that the Jewish mind of
Peter was perplexed. How could that be carried out he wished to
know, unless it was said somewhere that seVen was to be the limit. That
was four in advance of the Jewish teaching, but still it was short,
altogether short. of Gospel teaching, and it did not seem as though the
Apostle yet was growing in a true or at any rate clear knowledge of

,
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the doctrines of the grace of God. Grace is not limited by numbers. It
is not a question of six or seven, as the Lord teaches Peter in this place.
.. I say not unto thee, Until seven times; but Until seventy times seven."
Now I understand, and I 'suppose you also do, .dear friends, that the
Lord again did not mean any literal number, four hundred and ninety
times, seven times seventy, but He used this large number, this compre
hensive number, to signify an unlimited spirit of forgiveness in the hearts
of His people toward one another when they should wrong one another.
.. Until seventy times seven," that is, continually be ready to exercise
charity, continually be disposed to forgive your fallible fellow men as
you, for Christ's sake, have had your multiplied iniquities, transgression~

and sins blotted out by your Heavenly Father. That is the practical
lesson we might well deduce this morning, dear friends, from the text,
but we can go by God's help much beyond that. I think we may take
it for certain that the principle which the Lord Jesus laid down here for
the guidance of His disciples is the self~same principle on which He as
their Master acts towards them. The Lord Jesus never taught one thing
and practised another, but He ever by His practice confirmed His verbal
teaching just as it is written it was His saying, .. It is more blessed to give
than to receive." We do not doubt He laid down there His Own
experience. He proved as the Lord of all good and blessing among His
people that it was more blessed to bestow favours upon them than for
them to even receive them. And so I consider here we have laid down
for us in His Own very words the principle on which He acts in dealing .
with His Own disciples. Now then, in the first place, if that be so, we
learn how accessible Jesus is to His penitent people. For if they sin
against Him seven times a day or seventy times seven they have the
confidence that in coming to Him they shall have a sense of His loving
forgiveness. Therefore you see He is accessible to them all the day long.
He is never inaccessible to them because, as I said before, this definite
number, this high definite number, is used for an indefinite number to
signify endlessly. There is to be no limit to your charity when any
number is concerned. Of course, my friends, it is not my p!Irpose to
enlarge this morning upon the ethics of this passage, to dwell on certain
classes and divisions of trespasses. There are some sins you know that
are committed against God: these we have no power to forgive. We
can only forgive each other his faults as it is written in the Epistle by
lames, .. Confess your faults one to another." You must confess your
sins to God but" your faults confess one to another," and pray one for
another, and forgive one another his faults, but sins-God only can
forgive sins. This is in passing. I say the Lord lays down here the
principle of His Own procedure and He shows us that He is ever
accessible to His people.' It is written of. the just man that h~ falls
seven times a day; there again we are not to take the figure literally but
it means that he is constantly falling, he is always liable to fall, he
frequently falls. Who can count up his faults, his falls day by day?
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When we bow the knee alone in private in the evening before we retire
tu rest and before' a heart-searching God and consider another day
beginning with early morning to traverse all day through the iniquities,
the transgressions, and the sins of thought, and word, and motive, and
deed, hODJ they multiply upon our consciences. Oh, how often it
becomes impossible to reckon them up in order before God, and it ends
in .. God be merciful to me a sinner." Have you not proved that?
God be merciful unto me, one sinning all the day long, sins of ignorance,
s;ns of knowledge, sins of omission, duties left untouched, sins of com
mission, sins as between man and man in the sense of faults (as I have
touched upon), sins great, sins heinous as between man and God. It
ends in pleading the blood. I find it so. There is nothing left one but
just comprehensively to cast oneself with all one's sins of to-day upon the
infinite grace of God in Christ, and to plead the precious words, .. If we
confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness." Fully absolved through these
Thy blood and righteousness-I am. Then peace is restored to our
consciences. But throughout the day, again and again, do you not
know, as I do, by experience, it is well to turn to Him promptly when
sin is charged home upon the conscience seven times a day, yes, seventy
times seven; the heart is uplifted to the God of all grace that He would
for His dear Son's sake cleanse the conscience then and there, and He
can do it in less than an instant of time. While the thought is going up
to Him, like Daniel's prayer, the answer is already granted. Before we
have so much as lifted up our eyes to Heaven He has cast His eye upon
us from Heaven in favour and forgiveness and He seals it home to our
hearts in less than an instant of time by the Spirit and says unto us,
.. Thy sins be forgiven thee." How promptly we see this illustrated and
how directly in the case- of David when he sinned and the seer visited
him in God's name. No sooner had David confessed from a broken
heart, .. I have sinned," than the seer replied, .. The Lord also hath put
away thy sin." Now that dear man was sent, Nathan was sent, to
David with that message before David confessed his sin, and I am
inclined to helieve before it was charged home with power to his convic
tion; for it was N athan who brought forgiveness from God's mouth to
David, who was the means of searching David in regard to his sin. He
was sent as the Word of God. He convicted the errant king of his great
sin and David confessed his sin, and he had the knowledge of the
divine forgiveness of his sin, that his iniquity was forgiven and his sin,
his transgression, was covered. I have been dwelling of late upon this
subject and have been much impressed with this necessary fact if the
Lord Jesus in His forgiveness of His people acts on the principle of a
disciple forgiving a fellow-disciple for Chris(s sake-did He say four
hundred and ninety times a day--oh, think, dear friends, of the millions
upon millions upon millions of forgivenesses that the Lord Jesus is con
tinually sealing on the hearts of His people as though that were the one
occupation ot the Great High Priest-that He should be continually
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cleansing the consciences of His dear, dear brethren. In Zechariah's
prophecy you will remember it is written, " In that day there shall be a
fountain opened," there is nothjpg about its being closed, " opened to the
house of David. and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for
uncleanness "-for separation, the margin says, because as soon as we
sin who are God's people we lose our communion with God, and in that
practical sense we are separated and we walk a separate path. How
dark, how difficult it is. How heavily the wheels then go. How
grievous His service becomes. How irksome His commandments, His
precepts, are. But oh. in a moment, as I have said, that is, when the
precious blood of Jesus touches the Roor dear child of God's conscience,
all the darkness is dissipated and his captivity is turned into liberty, a
holy joy possesses his heart. and a new song well becomes his lips, So,
dear friends, the Lord Jesus is constantly occupied in this work of
cleansing the consciences of His people, as it were washing their feet,
their constantly defiled feet. Of course, we draw a line of distinction
between the washing of justification and this practically sanctifying
washing which is carried on all the day long. for he that is washed for
justification is washed once for all in the blood of his Saviour, and now
he is that blessed man of whom it is written the Lord will impute no sin
to him. .. Blessed is he whose trans~ression is forgiven, whose sin is
covered "-that is it. .. Blessed" because the Lord imputeth no sin.
He has imputed it to Christ, the Substitute, and He will not twice impute
it because He is infinitely just, and therefore I say the believer in the
Lord Jesus Christ is for justification washed once and for ever, and is
for justification "clean every whit," perfect in Christ Jesus. Ye are
complete in Him, there are no degrees in completeness. " Ye are
complete in Him," therefore you lack nothing for justification: you
come nothing short for righteousness. You are righteousness-" the
righteousness of God in Him"-" in Him." But for the pacification
of conscience, for the restoration of joy and peace in the soul, there must
be frequent confession of sin to God, and as frequently will there be
found restored peace with God, restored consolation and joy in the soul,
the smiles of the Lord's countenance restored. Yes, that fifty-fifth chap
ter of Isaiah is much to the point, " Our God, He, He, will abundantly
pardon "-in the margin it is "multiply to pardon"-seventy times
seven, that is in a sense the quality of His forgiveness. It is not a
sevenfold merely, nor is it a seventyfold, but a seven times seventyfold---;
a four hundred and ninety fold. and then it is not limited. That is only
a great number to signify, as I have said. the vastness of this forgiveness
of our He~venly Father's heart towards His penitent children when they
come and confess all at His blessed feet. How accessible then He
must be! I was much struck lately in reading some words penned by
that saintly servant of Christ who is now with the Master, Adelaide
Newton, on this point, Adelaide Newton who wrote that lovely work.on
the Song of Solomon. I entirely endorse what she says, it is my own
experience, and this is what she says: "I am sometimes downright
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staggered at the exceeding riches of His grace, how Christ can go on
pardoning day after day, and hour after hour. Sometimes I feel almost
afraid to ask for shame, afraid to ask for very shame having so often
asked." Now have you proved that? In one day you have been to
Him so many times for restoratien of peace and comfort in your soul by
the applying of the precious blood, and yet here you are again, here
you are again, perhaps it is worse than it was before, worse than it was
an hour ago, pleading again the blood at the Mercy-seat, and asking
again His forgiveness and the restoration of His smile. It does seem
~ometimes too shameful in us that it should be thus.

LUTHER AND A ROMISH PICTURE

THE third Protestant affirmation is the right of the lay people in the
Church of God; the religious freedom and spiritual value of the life and
the work of the laity. You know the Medieval Church divided the
members of the Church into religious and ordinary; that was how they
were classified, and the religious orders were said to be on a higher
spiritual level than the life of the ordinary Church member. I often
recall an early impression which never was effaced in the memory of
Luther. When he was young, he told us, he was arrested by an altar
picture ",f a ship, and in the ship were the archbishops, and the bishops,
and the monks, and the priests, and the monks and the priests were rowing
as hard as they could towards heaven. And in the water all round the
ship were the laity-swimming-trying to keep their heads above the
water, and the priests and the m~nks were throwing out the ropes lest
these poor people should sink, and, as Luther said, what impressed him
was-there were no archbishops, priests, or monks, in the water; but, he
said, there were no working people in the ship. And so the Medieval
Church taught a double standard of Christianity. The religious orders
were meritorious in the sight of God. They led a perfect life-so they
claimed. The laity were on a lower level entirely. And again the'
Reformation swept all that away.-THE REV. DR. HENRY
TOWNS END (in The Churchman's Magazine, June, 1948).

SABBATH OBSERVANCE ~AND HEALTH

SIR JAMES CRICHTON BROWNE, a distinguished physician, has said:
.. We doctors are now constantly compelled in the treatment of nervous
diseases to prescribe for our patients prolonged periods of absolute rest
and complete seclusion. Such periods are, I think, only Sundays in
arrears. Such discipline is sometimes only necessary because the weekly
rest has been neglected." He goes on to say: .. Let us carefully
preserve our British Sunday in all its sedateness and tranquility, if for
no other motive than for its health productive power."-(The Reason
Wh», by Carlton Hewitt, p. 7.)
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.. STORY OF THE GOSPEL IN ENGLAND." By S. F. Paul, A.R.C.Sc.
Vol. 1: Pre-Reformation Times. ,Pp. 80. Price 2s. 6d.; by
post 2s. 9d. (To be obtained from Mr. S. F. Paul, 4, Silverdale
Road, Hove, Sussex.)

THIS, and the three succeeding volumes which the author hopes to
publish, are intended to trace the st.orJi of the Gospel in England from
the time wnen England formed a part of the Roman Empire to more
recent times. The- present volume deals with Pre-Reformafion Times.
The second volume will be entitled Reformation Struggles, the third
volume deals with Dissent and N onconformitJi, and the fourth volume is
taken up with Religious Toleration. The titles of the chapters in this
first volume are" The Early Britons," .. The Anglo-Saxons," .. The
Normans and Papal Encroachments," • Resistance to Rome
Awakened," " John Wycliffe, and" Followers of Wycliffe." Judging
from the present volume, readers will obtain much knowledge of English
history from its pages, but the primary object of the writer is evidently to
trace the history of the Gospel all through the history of our country.
.. In recounting the story, use has been made of the authentic documents
of the times under consideration, quotations from which have been
adopted to express the narrative in the language of those who were chief
participators therein, or of those who lived nearest to the periods und~r

review. This has made the story largely biographical and, where
possible, autobiographical" (Preface). We have read the volume
through with much interest and pleasure. Many of the quotations are
from the volumes of the great martyrologist, Foxe. We live in days
when we fear that the great majority of our people know little or nothing
of English history. Especially they are ignorant of the awful apostasy
from Bible truth manifested by the Church of Rome. The Church of
England HomilJi against Penl of IdolatrJi, referring to the period before
the Reformation in the 16th century, says, .. Laity and clergy, learned
and unlearned, all ages, sects, and degrees of men, women and children
of whole Christendom (an horrible and most dreadful thing to think)
have been at once drowned in abominable idolatry, of all vices most
detested of God and most damnable to man, and that by the space of
eight hundred years and more." We are now so crowded with news
papers and novels, cinemas and other worldly places- of amusement, that
few people know anything of the history of their own country, and are
largely ignorant of the Bible. They know not the Gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ. We hope therefore that godly parents especially will
purchase this volume and read it aloud to their families, and encourage
their boys and girls to read it themselves. The writer is thoroughly
evangelical in principle, and we imagine that the three volumes which
will, God willing, follow this will be no less instructive and helpful than
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the first volume of the series. Parents have a great responsibility to
instruct their own children primarily, regularly and daily in Bible truth.
and secondarily in The Stor)} of the Gospel in England.
.. A PLEA FOR JOSEPH AND THOSE WHO ARE SEPARATED FROM

THEIR BRETHREN." By S. Caddick. Pp. 12. Price 6d.;
post free 7d. (From S. Caddick, 97. Clifton Street, Hurst Hill.
near Bilston, Staffs.)

THIS pamphlet, in large measure, consists of a criticism of a few of the
Articles of Faith compiled for Gospel Standard Churches. The writer
writes in a kindly spirit on points of disagreement which have arisen
amongst Strict Baptists. We prefer, however, not to enter into the
controversy which has arisen amongst them.

JOURNEYING MERCIES

MOST of us know the tale about John Craig. He lived.in the 16th
century, and, fleeing from the persecution of Rome, one day found
himself in an Italian byway at the end of his resources. He had no
food, and no money, and was almost without hope, .. when a dog came
fawning up to pim with a bag of money in its mouth, which it laid down
at his feet." The dog has a place on Craig's tablet in St. Giles
Cathedral, Edinburgh. His Continental wanderings over, Mr. Craig
returned to Scotland and laboured in the gospel of the blessed Reforma
tion until he died. aged 88. That was in 1600.

We do not, however. as a rule associate the phrase .. journeying
mercies" with such miracuious interpositions as this. They appear
rather as' tender helps that comfort us on our way, that ride over our
mistakes, that expedite our progress. that provide some unlooked-for
fellow-traveller after our heart. Our beloved .. R" ever remembers
cOl11ing across a friend of the Lord's in a station waiting-room. They
had been blessed'in their going out and blessed in their coming in.

I lost a case during a recent journey. and under such circumstances
that it felt as if the only hope of its recovery was in Him with Whom
nothing is impossible: Eleven days afterwards I had a notice that it
(or such a one) was found. Considering everything, this sounded like
an idle tale. and might have been ignored; but the Lord. having mercy
on me as on the reluctant Lot. sent two or more additional incidents which
constrained me to go and see. There was the case, innocent of key,
with its contents as they had been in the beginning.

When the Psal{Ilist called upon men to praise the Lord for His
goodness, it was not for goodness displayed in ordering a straight course.
without let or hindrance, to a happy objective. It was for lovingkindness
that stilled stormy winds and waves, that satisfied the hungry and
longing, that turned the shadow of death into the morning and delivered
from destruction. In Deut. i. 2, we read that there are eleven days'
journey from Horeb to Kadesh Barnea. and the God of Israel coulq



have limited the pilgrimages to that time, but His wisdom ordained forty
years' wandering-for their profit. "Come with us," Moses said to his
brother-in-law. "We are journeying to the place of which the Lord
said, I will give it you; come with us, and we will do thee good."
What a beautiful Gospel test, but Hobab hesitated, although the Lord
had spoken good concerning Israel, "to do them· good at their latter
end." They had reached the border of their inheritance, and in the
death of their ever-incomparable Moses, they saw that the Lord alone
had lead them. And does not the spiritual Israel of God receive good
in their latter end? When starved out of hope in themselves, they find
what it is for Jesus to give them rest.

Paul wrote to his friends at Rome that he tonged to see them, and he
was making request to God that if, by any means, he might at last have
his desire. He hoped to go to Spain, seeing them by the way' and being
refreshed by their company. We know a good deal about his wander
ings. In his journeyings by land he was in peril of robbers, in his sea
voyages he was shipwrecked. One thing we do know is that he reached
home at last, there to recount his mercies.
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FOLLOWER-ON.

.. PERSUADED"

To be persuaded of a thing is to be convinced of its truth. There are
many things about which God's people may be persuaded, and about
which they have no doubt. Many such things are mentioned in the
N ew Testament, and to these we desire to draw our readers' attention.
In the first place God's people may be persuaded of the presence of
real, genuine, God-given' faith in the hearts of some whom they know.
There are many people who profess and call themselves Christians about
the reality of whose conversion there is grave doubt. It is a fact, which
ministers of the Gospel often fail to recognise, that many who attend
services on the Lord's Day are only Christians by outward profession.
Congregations usually consist of the unconverted as well as the converted.
Hence the evil of sermons which assume that all the hearers are real
Christians. Hence, too, the need of preaching the Gospel in every
sermon, in the hope that it may not come in word only to the hearers,
but in power, and in the Holy Ghost. Thank God, however, that there
are those about whose conversion we may be fully persuaded. The
Apostle, writing to Timothy, said, "When I call to remembrance the
unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois,
and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also." He
was fully persuaded that genuine, unfeigned faith dwelt in Timothy and
in his mother and in his grandmother. How it must have rejoiced his
heart to have this assurance. We once heard a clergyman say that there
were some people who were so indefinite that you could hardly tell
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whether they were walking in the broad way or in the narrow. That is
a sad state to be in. We need to give diligence to make our calling and
election sure. That is to say, we need to give diligence that by God's
grace we may abound in the fruit of the Spirit. Then our calling and
election will be sure to ourselves, and to those around us. If we
thoroughly break with the world, and abandon everything questionable
in our reading, in the company we keep, and the places we frequent, and
truly walk in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost,
other Christians will be persuaded that unfeigned faith in the blood and
righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ dwelleth within us. What a
mercy to know some, about the reality of whose faith in Christ
we have no manner of doubt.

Secondly, God's people may be persuaded of the final perseverance,
or the final preservation of those in whom unfeigned faith dwells. The
Apostle Paul was thus persuaded in reference to the Philippian saints.
He said of them, .. Being confident of this very thing, that He which
hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus
Christ." The word for .. being confident" is the same as is often
translated .. being persuaded." The Apostle was persuaded that God
Who had begun the work of grace in the hearts of the saints at Philippi
would finish it. He would go on with it, so that they would never finally
fall away. That is a precious truth about which we are warranted to be
fully persuaded. Those in whom unfeigned faith dwells are .. not of
them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the
saving of the soul." Blessed be God, we are persuaded that the sheep
of Christ, to whom He gives eternal life, .. shall never perish, neither
shall any man pluck them out of His hand." Those who are saved by
the grace of God, through a faith which is His gift, are "saved in the
Lord with an everlasting salvation." They are" kept by the power of
God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time."
What a metcy to be persuaded that there is " no condemnation to them
which are in Christ Jesus" !

Thirdly, God's people may be persuaded that nothing can separate
them from the love of God. Such was the persuasion of the Apostle
Paul. "I am persuaded," he wrote, "that neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."
God's love to His pedple is eternal. His mercy is "from everlasting to
everlasting upon them that fear Him." He loveth His people always,
and no conceivable thing in the present or the future, in the heaven above
or the earth beneath can separate them from the love which He bears
towards them. "The work which His goodness began, the arm of His
strength will complete; His promise is Yea and Amen, and never was
forfeited yet. Things future nor things that are now, not all things
below nor above, can make Him His promise forego, or sever my soul
from His love."
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Fourthly, we may be persuaded of God's ability to perform His
promises. No Christian doubts God's almighty ability in the abstract
to do what He pleases, but when confronted with special difficulties, a
believer is apt to doubt the likelihood or the possibility of their removal.
Unbelief is apt to limit the Holy One of Israel. This did not Abraham.
A promise seemingly impossible of fulfilment was given to him by God.
All experience was against its being fulfilled, but Abraham .. staggered
not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith,
giving glory to God; being fully persuaded that, what He had promised,
He was able also to perform." Sarah, too, though at first she doubted,
eventually" judged Him faithful Who had promised." We, too, need
to be of the same persuasion as Abraham in regard to the power and
faithfulness of God to fulfil all His promises. He has given to us
exceeding great and precious promises, and we may rely upon His
faithfulness to fulfil them. He has promised to hear our prayers, to
supply our needs, to direct our steps, to deliver us in the day of trouble,
and to renew our strength, and we may be sure that no blessing which is
in harmony ",ith His holy mind will be withheld. .. No good thing will
He withhold from them that walk uprightly." Blessed are they who are
fully persuaded of His ability, and of His faithfulness. Nothing is
too hard for Him. He" is able to do exceeding abundantly above all
that we ask or think."

Fifthly, we may be persuaded of His ability to keep all that His
people commit to Him. The Apostle Peter said, .. Let them that suffer
according to the will of God commit the keeping of their souls to Him
in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator." The Apostle Paul was one
who had to suffer much for Christ's sake, .. nevertheless," he said, .. I
am not' ashamed: for I know Whom I have believed, and am persuaded
that'He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against
that day." Suffering for Christ's sake is the portion of all the godly.
The disciple is not above his Master in this respect. Let us who suffer
with our Master commit our bodies and souls, our loved ones scattered
far and near, our possessions, our work, the cause of God, and all things
unto our God. We may be persuaded that He is able to keep that
which we have committed unto Him. He can take care of us, of our
dear ones, of the cause of God, and of His truth. His eyes are upon the
truth and His purposes cannot be frustrated. Finally, we may be
persuaded of the ultimate salvation of all His genuine people. Mere
professors will fall away. They will be barren and unfruitful. Of

'genuine believers, we may say, .. Beloved, we are persuaded better
things of you, and things that accompany salvation." True believers will
never fall away finally. They are in living union with the Vine, ill1d
hence they bring forth much fruit, though they often mourn over its small~

ness. The things that accompany salvation appertain to all the saved.
Hence we are persuaded that God hath not appointed them to wrath,
but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, Who died for them,

, that, whether they wake or sleep, they should live together with Him,

I
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CREATION: ACCORDING TO SCIENCE AND
REVELATION

By THE LATE H. D. BROWN.

CONCLUDING REMARKS.

Now, let us ask, What reason is there for discarding the old belief in
the six days of creation as related in the first chapter of Genesis? The
simple, natural language of the chapter clearly conveys this meaning to
any unbiassed mind, and it is only such as are nervous and troubled
about what" science" says, who deem it necessary to find some way of
interpreting the Scripture so as to make it harmonise with its assumptions.

It is evident from Genesis i. 2, that when God first created the matter
of the earth it was an un-shaped mass of rock, granite, earth and water,
so we read that" the earth was without form and void," but immediately
He began by His Spirit to shape it into a thing of order and beauty.
There is still much of mystery in the story, much that we cannot under
stand; but as we read the grand, sublime sentences, and see how all the
glorious forms appeared instantly at His command, we are filled with
adoration at the infinite wisdom, the omnipotence, and the goodness of the
Creator.

Ah! men look upon this planet as but a sjreck in the universe, but it is
1he loveliest speck of all, the climax of God's creation, so beautiful that
when first it came from the hands of its Maker " the morning stars sang
together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy" (Job xxxviii. 7).
Of course this is not "scientific." Science could not tell us anything
about it, but God can, and we believe it on His Word whatever the
world of science may say.

In conclusion, let it not be supposed that I despise science. When
science deals with that which is within its ken, with the things as they
are, it is ·truly invaluable; but when it tries to tell us how these things
came to be, especially 'how the universe was brought into existence, it is
out of its depth; it only babbles of things beyond its reach.

The overmastering thought of science in the present day is evolution,
and yet it is a theory which is contrary to science, contrary to nature,
and contrary to Scripture. It is CONTRARY TO SCIENCE because science
always demands demonstrable proof, yet it is impossible to demonstrate
its propositions, owing to the remote antiquity which it assumes to deal
with. It is CONTRARY TO NATURE because in nature the cause must
always be greater than the effect, whereas evolution assumes the effect to
be greater than the cause. And it is CONTRARY TO SCRIPTURE,
although some try to believe both in the Bible and in evolution. The
two, however, are diametrically opposed to each other. For instance,
evolution give's man's original type as a bestial savage, the Bible shows
his original type a perfect man able to hold communion with his Maker.
We may believe either the one or the other as we choose; we cannot
believe both. Evolution is man's attempt to account for the universe
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without God. The Bible begins with God, is filled w;th God, and ends
'with God, and whatever tends k> turn our eyes from Him .. cometh of
the evil one."

CONCLUSION.

. It may be well now to sum up in a few sentences what I have
endeavoured to set forth in the preceding pages.

SCIENCE.

First. What is the real value of Science?
This is immensely over-estimated when applied to the subject with

which we cue dealing. The late Professor Henry Drummond said,
.. Science is eternal truth," and there are many who perhaps would not
put it in those words, but who regard it very much in the same light.
But Science is continually changing, therefore, cannot be .. eternal'
truth." It is, even professedly, only speculation, and its teachings cannot
possibly be authoritative.

Further, Science always bases its calculations upon formatiifJlI1, not
creation, and so makes a great initial error. Moreover, in matters of
formation (as the great coalfields evidently are, their position being
probably due to what took place at the great upheaval at the Deluge),
they have no certain means of calculating the length of time which God
took to transform them. into their present state.

REVELATION.

Second. The only authoritative teachipg regarding Creation is con
tained in the Word of God. being the testimony of the Creator Himself.
There is, therefore, no real Science, i.e., no real /rnowledge of the manner
of creation except what God has revealed. It is still true, as it was in
the days of the Apostles, that. .. through faith, we understand that the
worlds were formed by the Word of God, so that things which are seen
were not made of things which do appear." If our Lord could, as
shown before, create baked bread and cooked fish instantly, without any
process, He was equally able to create anything else-rock, granite, coal
or limestone-without any process, whatever appearance of process these
things may bear.

Third. The whole teaching of Scripture shows that the heavens and
the earth were created for man in the Person of the Man Christ Jesus,
and when man's earthly history ends, .. the heavens being on fire shall be
dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat," .. the earth
also and the works that are therein shall be burnt up," but .. we,
according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein
dwelleth righteousness," to be the eternal home of Christ and His
redeemed. Science could not tell us this, for as it cannot unravel the
past so it cannot reveal the future.

Foury.,. This being the case it is wholly unnecessary and also most
unwise to attempt to form theories of interpretation of the Scripture, to
bring it into harmony with the speculations of Science. The only true
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inlerpretation of the Scripture is to accept tbe literal and obvious meaning
of its language, except when that is mllnifestl)) figurative or symbolical.
And 1 contend, whatever science may assert, that the old belief is correct,
that the plain obvious meaning of the language of the first chapter of
Genesis is in strict harmony with Exodus xx. J J, viz., that .. in six
days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is,"
and stili, as of old, it is only" THROUGH FAITH we understand that the
worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen
were not made of things which do appear" (Heb. xi. 3).

SOLDIERS came to-plunder a poor woman's house. They threatened to
take all that she had, to leave her nothing to put in her or om her.

0" You can't," she said; .. You can't take God from me, and He is the
portion of mine inheritance."

EXTRACTS FROM OUR CORRESPONDENCE '.From Somerset: "I much appreciate the fellowship of supporters of -the
Gospel M aga;:ine in these very difficult days. The visible Church, that is,
the organised Church, seems to be getting more and more worldly. One
feels that the end of this age must be approaching. 'Even so, come, Lord
Jesus.' " •

From China: " 'Damaris' is in fine form again in April issue, and I
liked Pastor Wilmot's article on 'Life after death.''' .

From Tunbridge Wells: "I was and am so very thankful to see the article,
on 'Creation: According to Science and Revelation,' by the late H. D.
Brown, in the June Gospel Maga;:ine. It is truly helpful, and will. I am sure,
prove ~trengthening to many of the younger generation who know the Lord."

From Finchley, N.3: "I have read with great interest the excellent article
in the June Gospel Magazine, entitled' Creation: According to Science and
Revelation. Part 11.' It is refreshing to read such an article in these days
of abounding error."

From T unbridge Wells: A similar letter came from Tunbridge
expres:;ing warm approval of "Creation: According to Science and
according to Revelation." It was published by Alfred Holness, 14, Pater
noster Row. London, and R. L. Allan and Son, 143, Sauchiehall Street,
GlasgoN.

Fror I London: "We are living in very solemn days. ,What a' mercy to
have a God Who changes not. May we be able to say with the psalmist,
'What time I am afraid, I will trust in Thee.' " .

EDITORIAL
REcEn'ED by the Editor with many thanks: Mr. S. Caddick; Mr, E. J.
Pounds; Mr. A. W. Britton; Miss J. MacGilliray; Mr. S. F.Paul; Mr. H.
Denma a; Miss J. Alexander; Pastor Evans; Mr. S. B. Green; Dr. L. M.
Hough' on; Miss J. Alexander.

.. THE decrees of God," says the Shorter Catechism, "'are His eternal
purpose, acording to the counsel of His Will, whereby, for His Own
glory, He hath foreordained whatsoever comes to pass."


