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OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT•

.. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort

them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CORI!'lTHIA~S i. 4 .

THE PHILIPPIAN JAILOR

(( Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling,
and fell down before Paul and Silas, and brought them out
and said, Sirs, What must I do to be saved? And they said,
Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and
thy house.!f'~AcTs 16: 29-31.

IT was by the use of strong means that at Philippi the Lord in His
sovereign mercy called the jailor of the Roman prison. In the
record in Acts 16 of the events at Philippi, we can see a striking
contrast in the use of means.

Quiet means were used in the call of Lydia. We read:

" And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of
the city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us: whose
heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things
which were spoken of Paul " (Acts 16: 14).

It was the Lord Who opened her heart-not Lydia herself. He
took away the stony heart, and gave a heart of flesh (Ezek. 36 : 26).

.- -------------
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By nature she received not the things of the Spirit of God: they
were foolishness to her: neither could she know them, because they
were spiritually discerned (1 Cor. 2: 14). But, as the Saviour
said: "\Nith men it is impossible, but not with God: for with God
all things are possible (Mark 10: 27). Hence, by Almighty, Divine
grace, Lydia's heart was" opened," and she" attended to "-she
really gave heed to-the things spoken by Paul. What a blessed
change! Old things passed away; behold, all things became new
to her (2 Cor. 5: 17). ,She was eager to hear about the Lord
Jesus Christ, about pardon of sin, about acceptance with God, and
righteousness in Him.

On the other hand, strong means were used of God to call the
. jailor. It was by strong means that Paul himself had been called

on the road to Damascus, and so it was with his jailor.

Paul never forgot the treatment he received at Philippi. He It"$
wrote to the Thessalonians: "But even after that we had suffered
before, and were shamefully entreated, as ye know, at Philippi, we
were bold in our God to speak unto you the gospel of God with
much contention" (1 Thess. 2: 2). Later on he wrote to the
Corinthians: "Thrice was I beaten with rods" (2 Cor. 11: 25).
Here we read: "The magistrates rent off their clothes, and com-
manded to beat them. And when they had laid many stripes upon
them, they cast them into prison, charging the jailor to keep them
safely: who, having received such a charge, thrust them into the
inner prison, and made their feet fast in the stocks" (Acts
16 :22-24). It was afterwards-after God had spoken to him-
that the jailor " took them the same hour of the night, and washed
their stripes" (verse 33). Beating with rods was the office of the
Roman lictor who, when attending on the magistrates, carried rods
for the purpose. Very possibly Luke the historian was present,
and knew the nature of the beating which Paul and Silas received.
His record in the Acts seems to imply that the jailor himself joined
in the severe treatment of Paul and his companion, putting their
feet in the stocks at the end of it all.

May the Holy Spirit graciously guide us as we survey God's work
in the mind of this jailor.

1. THE JAILOR WAS BROUGHT INTO A STATE OF TERROR.

The jailor was not allowed to have everything his own way. At
midnight, while Paul and Silas prayed and sang praises to God,



The Gospel Magazine 227

" suddenly there was a great earthquake, sO that the foundations
of the prison were shaken: and immediately all the doors
were opened, and everyone's bands were loosed" (verses
25-26).

Anyone who has seen a Turkish prison, said Professor Ramsay,
will not wonder at the event: "each door was merely closed by
a bar, and t'he earthquake, as it passed along the ground, forced
the door-posts apart from each other, so that the bar slipped from
its hold, and the door swung open."

The effect upon the jailor was immediate. He felt that he was
in the presence of divine power. His own life, according to the
law of his time, depended on his safe keeping of the prisoners-if
they escaped, he would be put to death. Seeing the prison doors
open, he drew out his sword, and would have killed himself, had
not Paul cried C)ut with a loud voice, " Do thyself no harm: for we
are all here." He was indeed terror-struck.

-, He called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling.,
and fell down before Paul and Silas."

He was, indeed, in great fear.

In His sovereign mercy the Lord sometimes makes use of strong
means to awaken and call His children. Sometimes it is an
extreme danger; sometimes it is extreme sickness or sudden heart
breaking bereavement; sometimes it is very deep sense of sin; but
behind all is the voice of sovereign mercy, saying, "Arrest that
man"! Afterwards. the child of God is led to thank God for His
mighty hand.

n. rN illS TERROR HE ASKED A GREAT QUESTION.

In his terror, the Philippian jailor asked the two apostles a vital
question-he" brought them out, and said, Sirs, What must I do
to be saved? "

A few hours before, there was no such enquiry in his heart.
Perhaps he knew that previously (verse 17) the poor girl who was
possessed with a spirit of divination had cried out, "These men
are the servants of the most high God, which shew untb us the way
of salvation." Perhaps, like the prisoners, he had heard Paul and
Silas praying and singing praises unto God. At any rate, like the
Pilgrim at the beginning of John Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress, he
had become really concerned as to his salvation. I t is true that
prayers for salvation were a common feature of the heathenism
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of the jailor's time; but it was merely a desire to be delivered from
what would be called" fate." I feel that God had awakened him
to his condition and had put into his heart the first enquiry of a
truly awakened soul.

Have we, by Divine grace, been brought to know our lost condi
tion and to cry out for mercy and to enquire for salvation? Then
thank God for it-it is His work in the soul. However ignorant
the cry may be, it is still the cry of the awakened heart.

Ill. THE TREMBLING JAILOR WAS DIRECTED TO THE LORD JESUS

CHRIST.

The answer which the jailor received was: "Believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house."

He had asked, "What shall I do?" But it was not a matter of
his doing at all. His reliance, his trust, was to be on Another.
He was called to "cast his deadly doing down, down at Jesus'
feet." The rich young ruler had previously asked, "'Vhat must I
do to inherit eternal life? " when doing and inheriting did not go
together.

No more, my God, I boast no more
Of all the duties I have done;

I quit the hopes I held before
To trust the merits of Thy Son.

Have we, by Divine grace, been brought, not only to a sense of
our need, but to this the only true resting-place-the Person, Work,
Merits of the Lord Jesus Christ? "We are accounted righteous
before God, only for the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ by faith, and not for our own works or deservings"
(Article XI).

The jailor soon showed signs of the great change wrought in
his heart. His attitude to the two apostles became different. He
now called them "Sirs"! He listened to "the word of the Lord"
from their lips. He washed their stripes-the cruel stripes of which
he thought nothing before. He was baptised, he and all his. He
brought them into his house. He set meat before them. " He
rejoiced, believing in God with all his house."

Did Paul think of all this when, perhaps some ten years later,
he wrote to the Philippians : "I thank my God upon every remem
brance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all making
request with joy, for your fellowship in the gospel from the first
day until now; being confident of this very thing, that He which
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hath begun a good work in you will perfonn it until the day of
Jesus Christ"? (Phi!. 1 : 3-6). And, again when he wrote: "Yea,
doubtless, and I cOlint all things but loss for the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for Whom I have suffered
the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win
Christ, and be found in Him, not having mine own righteousness,
which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ,
the righteusness of God by faith"? (Phi!. 3: 8-9).

w.n.s.

A CONFESSION OF MY FAITH

OF ELECTION

By JOHN BUNYAN.

1. I believe that election is free and permanent, being founded
in grace, and the unchangeable will of God. (Rom. 11: 5, 6;
2 Tim. 2: 19; Eph. 1: 11).

2. I believe that this decree, choice or election, was before the
foundation of the world; and so before the elect themselves had
being in themselves. (Rom. 4 : 17; Eph. 1 : 4-; 2 Tim. 1 : 9).

3. I believe that the decree of election is so far off from making
works in us foreseen, the ground or cause of the choice: that it
containeth in the bowels of it, not only the persons but the graces
that accompany their salvation. (Rom. 8: 29; Eph. 1: 4;
Eph. 2: 10; Eph. 3: 8-11; 2 Tim. 1: 9).

4. I believe that Christ Jesus is He in Whom the elect are
always considered and that without Him there is neither election,
grace, nor salvation. (Eph. 1 : 5-7, 10; Acts 4: 12).

5. I believe that there is not any impediment attending the
election of God, that can hinder their conversion and eternal
salvation. (Rom. 8: 30-35; 11 : 7; Jer. 51 : 5; Acts 9: 12-15).

6. I believe that no man can know his election, but by his
calling. The vessels of mercy, which God afore prepared unto
glory, do thus claim a share therein. (Rom. 9: 24, 25).

7. I believe, therefore, that election doth not forestall or prevent
the means which are of God appointed to bring us to Christ, to
grace and glory; but rather putteth a necessity upon the use and
effect thereof; because they are chosen to be brought to heaven
that way. (2 Pet. 1: 10; 2 Thess. 2: 13; 1 Pet. 1: 12).

(" A Confession of My Faith." From John Bunyan's Works,
Vol. 2, page 598).
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TOUCH AND TEACH

SOMEONE known to the writer, many years ago, was awakened by
the Holy Spirit by a passage in 1 Samuel 10 : 26~ which reads:

(( And Saul also went home to Gibeah; and there went with
him a band of men, whose hearts God had touched."

Whatever that meant to Saul, it meant something vital and awaken
ing to that seeker. God has not touched my heart~ he said to
himself. Why not? This was the beginning of a real search for
God. The Divine Touch~that was what this man needed. And
he never ceased to seek until peace and joy in Christ came to him
through God's Touch on his heart also.

Isaiah also learned this lesson:

" .Lo! this hath ,touched thy lips; 'and thine iniquity js taken
away, and thy sin purged" (Isa. 6 : 7).

And a certain woman in Gospel days learned it :

"'If I may but touch His (Christ's) garment," she said to
herself, "I shall be whole" (Matt. 9 : 21).

And she was made whole. "Daughter," said theSaviouL "be of
good comfort; thy faith hath made thee whole." How wonderful!

So a very good daily prayer for us is a two-fold one:

(( Lord, touch me.',)
co Lord, teach me."

How deeply we all need to pray, co Lord, touch :\IE:"

LORD, TEACH ~IE.

To teach (the dictionary says) is to give knowledge by lessons.
Yes, God indeed has lessons to teach us, His unworthy children.

When we were very young we very often preferred to look out of
the school windows at the blue sky and the sunshine. We did not
want the teacher to teach us ! But now-if God has touched our
hearts, we love (do we not?) to be quiet and listen to what He has to
say to us. Have you noticed the Collect for Whit-Sunday in our
Prayer Book? It says:
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" God, Who didst teach the hearts of Thy faithful people by
sending to them the light of Thy Holy Spirit, grant us by the
same Spirit to have a right judgment in all things."

One who has been in the ministry many years will never forget his
first Sunday after ordination. He had to open the Sunday School.
Near him a young fellow had a class of little boys. He did not seem
to know how to teach them, or what to teach them. So he went
on time after time to make them say the words of the Collect of that
day. He did not seem to teach his little boys, but he certainly taught
the new Curate. These were the continually repeated words of the
Collect:

"0 God, the strength of ALL them that put their trust in
Thee, grant us the help of Thy grace."

How often those words brought him hope and comfort in the long
years after that.

So this daily prayer, however simple it seems, can help and bless
all God's children, even in these troubled days. Lord, touch me.
Lord, teach me. H.A.L.

GOD'S SOVEREIGNTY

" SOME can perhaps look back and see how they rebelled against
God's sovereign grace-against His right to choose whom He
would; they were unwilling to receive the precious Truth. With
shame and sorrow I confess it was so with me. I can look back
and remember how I hated His sovereignty, and thought that I
could do much more than He declares human nature can do
(John 15: 5). I had many arguments with my beloved father,
who did indeed love and preach God's pure Truth. I told him I
could never believe such doctrines; but, in deep humility, he said
he hoped I should be brought to believe and love them, and be
proved to be one of those children of His who are all taught of
Him.

" Yes, and the Lord did make me, oh, so willing in His own
appointed time to be saved by His free and sovereign grace from
first to last. He brought me to cry humbly at His feet for mercy,
pardon, and forgiveness of all my sins, and, though He kept me
long waiting, He did at last bless me with His own sweet peace."

-REV. W. L. ROLLESTON, JV1.A., Vicar of Scraptoft and
Great Dalby; Sermons, Leicester, 1882, page 6.
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WELLSPRINGS

" THE GOSPEL, WHICH IS COME UNTO YOU n

cc We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
praying always for you, since we heard of your faith in Christ
Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the saints, for the
hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard
before in the word of the truth of the Gospel; which is come
unto you, as it is in all the world; and bringeth forth fruit, as it
doth also in you, since the day ye heard of it, and knew the
grace of God in truth."-COLOSSIANS 1 : 3-6.

WHAT a lovely and inspiring word of dedication does the Apostle
give to the Church at Colossae. They must have been a choice little
community and have reflected much of the grace of God bestowed
upon them. Their record was on high. Their treasure was where
their hearts were. In them was that blessed Hope and for Whom
all their desires were centred. How true a picture is this of every
individual number of Christ's mystical Body!

How truly expressed by an old writer whose hymn first appeared
in The Gospel Magazine for 1796 :

"In Heaven my choicest treasure lies,
My hopes are placed above the skies:
'Tis Christ, the bright and Morning Star,
Draws my affections from afar.

o that my anxious mind were free
From this vile tenement of clay,
That I might view the Immortal Word
And live and reign with Christ my Lord.

Then shall I feel and see and know
What 'tis to rest from sin and woe;
And all my soul be tuned to sing
The praises due to Christ my King.

Hail, blessed time! Lord, bid me come
And enter my celestial Home,
And drown the sorrows of my breast
In seas of unmolested rest."
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The author of that hymn will never be known on earth. But his
record is on high, and he testified of the blessed truths of our text
in that blessed hope laid up for all the redeemed whose hearts are
set upon those eternal realities where Christ is.

How should it speak to us, beloved readers? That little Church
at Colossae was the Apostolic crown of rejoicing; and should it not
be so with us, who remain" a little flock," to walk very circum
spectly, reflecting the blessed truths of the gospel of God's free
and sovereign grace, so faithfully preached by our beloved ministers?
They travail in birth for souls. They watch as those that must
give an account, and they are their crown of rejoicing in the last
great day of account.

Our text speaks of (( the Gospel which is come unto you/' or, as
it is in the Greek, "which has come and remains with you." The
Apostle speaks of the Word as of a living Person, present amongst
them, as it was in all the world; for virtually it was by this time
preached in all the leading parts of the then known world, and
potentially at Christ's command that this Gospel should be preached
to all nations and not be limited, as it was then, to the Jewish nation.
It was the command of the Lord Himself as He taught His disciples,
and was to be the power of God 1,mto salvation.

A sweet story of grace occurs to my mind whilst writing these
reflections, and the readers will forgive me if I have quoted it
before. It was the telling of a godly minister who preached faith
fully and searchingly, but failed to satisfy the elders of his Church;
and one day they came to him and intimated their disappointment
and wish for him to resign, as he was not filling the church. He
entered his pulpit amongst them for the last time, and, when the
sermon was over, remained there until the congregation had left
and the lights were all lowered. Then he noticed a boy waiting
about in the aisle, and, on coming down to him, heard with sacred
joy the earnest pleadings of the dear lad, "Oh, minister will you
teach me? I want to know," and, taking his hand, he led him into
the vestry, for converse and prayer, and a subsequent arrangement
was arrived at that the lad should go to the Manse one evening in
every week for instruction in the precious word. That lad grew up
to be the celebrated Dr. Moffat of missionary fame!

Oh how blessedly and truly does the Holy Spirit fulfil in the
hearts of His faithful ambassadors that (( their labour is not in vain
in the Lord.'" They are to go forth sowing the seed, even though
not knowing which shall prosper, either this or that, or whether both
shall be alike good. The great Husbandman will see to the fruits
and results of that faithful sowing, and it is theirs in humble faith
to rely upon His own word to the faithful sower, " he shall doubtless
come again, bringing his sheaves with him."
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The Lord Himself declared to His own disciples that" the field
is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom, but
the tares are the children of the wicked one," and that" this gospel
of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto
all nations, and then shall the end come." His final command to
His own disciples was: "Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations,
baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I havc
commanded you; and 10, I am with you alway, even unto the end
of the world." And thus this gospel was to be evident, seen and
growing and bearing fruit unto holiness and to the glory of Christ.

Let us, beloved reader, put the question to our own hearts: Is
this what the gospel is doing for and in us? Has it made my heart
soft and bent my will to His? Has it constrained me to love His
people, His ways, and hate indwelling sin, and walk very humbly
and prayerfully and watchfully? Am I -looking earnestly for

" That blessed Day when sin shall cease
And death shall die,

And Christ His glory shall display
And beam upon my ravished eye"?

Once more, our text says (( is come unto you." That is what
the true gospel does for His redeemed people. I t comes to us, or
we should never have sought Him, had He not first sought us.
And that blessed One never fails in His seeking-He always finds
those for whom He seeks. There is no contingency, no failure, with
His work. His shalls and wills have the seal and stamp of Omni
potence and that of Omnipotent Love. Oh, the riches of His grace
that He makes so much of His people. He calls them His SCQ;ullah,
His Treasure. He has set His love upon them and His excellency
in them. He calls them" His people, the praise of all His saints,
even the children of Israel, a people near unto Him," and they are
well called to (( Praise ye the Lord JJ (Psalm 148).

R.

" I DO not care whether you go to church or meeting. I am, I
profess, a member of the Church of England, and, if they will not
let me preach in the church, I will preach anywhere; all the world
is my parish, and I will preach wherever God gives me opportunity;
but you will never find me disputing about the outward appendages
of religion; do not tell me you are a Baptist, an Independent, a
Presbyterian, a Dissenter; tell me you are a Christian; that is all
I want; this is the religion of heaven, and must be ours upon
earth."-GEoRGE WHITEFIELD.
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A SERMON BY THE REV. W. H. KRAUSE, M.A., DUBLIN,

JULY 6TH, 1850.

DIVINE GUARDIANSHIP

U He will keep the feet of His saints;"'-l SAMUEL 2 : 9.

THE interesting and most affecting hymn of praise from which these
words are taken was the thanksgiving of a godly and devout woman
for the special mercies which the Lord had vouchsafed to her. But
on looking over this hymn, we perceive at once that there is some
thing more in it than a mere acknowledgement of personal mercies.
The mind of this godly woman seems to take a wide range; she
gives a view of the Lord's dealings in the world at large. In the
course of this survey of the Lord's sovereignty and power, we meet
with this most precious promise-a little ark, as it were, in the midst
of this most tremendous de1uge-U He will keep the feet of His
saints"; bringing before the mind the security of these people,
whoever they are. It reminds us of the little band that was with
our blessed Lord in that rough and stormy night, when their little
bark was covered with the waters; but all was safe, because the Lord
was there.

Now, brethren, this is not a solitary promise in the Word of God.
The Bible stands thickly studded with such precious promises. If
there be anything worth having in such a promise as this, we ought
to ask very seriously. who the people are who are interested in it;
and we ought to endeavour to ascertain whether there is any real
value in the promise that the Lord will "keep the feet of His
saints."

I. THE SAINTS.

VVe have all heard of U the saints.'" The ungodly men of the
world use this name as a term of reproach; they say that the saints
are a people who think themselves much better than their neigh
bours, tha t they imagine themselves to be very good, and all around
them to be very bad.

Another class of people imagine the saints to be a people who are
pre-eminently holy, that they are men who are something taller
than their neighbours in the spiritual life. And consequently, the
Pope and the Church of Rome have canonised these people whom
the Pope and the Church of Rome think pre-eminently holy. Now,
brethren, whether it is the Church of Rome canonises these persons,
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or whether it is the opinion of ignorant men which canonises them,
it is a wrong view of the subject. These are not the saints. Thc
Bible tells us who the saints are.

The Apostle Paul writes a lctter to the Christian Church in
Rome, and in the 7th verse of the 1st chapter of that Epistle wc
find him saying, "To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called
to be saints." You observe he does not mark out Rufus, or any
other servants of God in particular ,but he speaks of « all" who
are" beloved of God, called to be saints."

Look again at the 1st Epistle to the Corinthians. Here is another
letter written to the professors of Christianity, men whom the
Apostle took at their word, just as we take you, on your profession..
The Apostle, when he is addressing- these people, says, "Unto the
Church of God. which is at Corinth to them that are sanctified in
Christ Jesus, c~lled to be saints, with all that in every place call
upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord."

Now this term is not merely a New Testament term, as our text
shows; but, perhaps, one of the most beautiful definitions of the
saints is to be found in the 50th Psalm, where in the midst of a most
fearful description of the latter times we find this word, "Gather
my saints together unto me, those that have made a covenant with
me by sacrifice."

If you have carefully followed me through the two or three texts
which I have just quoted, as describing who these saints are, you
will have found that it is not a description of the degree of a man's
Christianity, but that it is the description of a class. It is not a
description of the attainments which a man has made as to this
matter of Christian proficiency, but it is a question as to whether the
man is a Christian at all. f'4"

(a) We shall now view these saints as to the estimation in which
God holds them. What does it matter what opinion you or I may
have of a man? The estimation in which God holds him is th(~

important point.

Now we affirm, in the first place, that" the saints" are a people
who in the sight of God have not a single spot; they are a people
who are God's own peculiar property; in our text He speaks of
them as "His saints."

And we would remind you that God cannot touch that which is
polluted. What a word is that which we have in the second verse
of the hymn of praise from which our text is taken: " There is none
holy as the Lord; for there is none beside Thee." What a word is
that again which we have in the 1st chapter of the book of the
prophet Habakkuk: "Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil,
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and canst not look on iniquity." It was the conviction of this upon
Job's mind which made him "abhor himself and repent in dust
and ashes."

Now we say that in the full blaze of God's holiness these saints
are everything which God requires, they come up to His standard,
they a.re "perfect," they are" complete," there is nothing to be laid
to theIr charge. There never was a greater mistake than to suppose
that any man can stand before God accepted, upon the ground of
any intrinsic righteousness, or any imparted righteousness. God's
saints stand before Him, as He would have them stand. In them
selves they are sinners, vile and polluted by imputation from their
first parent, and practically sinful by their own idividual act. But
yet, after that most black and dark catalogue of crime which the
Word of God presents to us, I allude to the 6th of 1st Corinthians,
the Apostle says, "Such were some of you." He seems to stand
aghast at the depth of the depravity from which they had been
raised by the mighty power of God; "But," he adds, (( ye are
washed, ye are sanctified, ye are justified in the name of the Lord
Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God." It is because these people
stand garbed in that covering which God Himself has been pleased
to put upon them, that they are saints before Him. He Himself
declares, "Their righteousness is of Me, saith the Lord."

We have thought it well, brethren, to call your attention to this
point-that these saints are to be viewed in the estimation in which
God holds them. And if you can, under the teaching of God's
Spirit, take in this idea, that you are what God can look upon, that
you are what God is pleased with, that you are what God sees no
flaw in, then you will have confidence. But you never can have
confidence till you know this; you must know Him of Whom the
Scripture tells us, that He is "Jehovah our Righteousness," even
our Lord Jesus Christ.

(b) But I said that we should say something of these saints as to
their character personally. The world is sometimes very much
afraid that we are going to do damage to the holiness of God's
people. Now we want to show you that the people of God are a
very peculiar people. We know full well that the people of God
have been from eternity consecrated to the Lord in His everlasting
covenant, but we also know that these people are consecrated in
time, by the actual indwelling of the Holy Ghost. You lmow those
words which are so familiar to you all, (( Except a man be born
again he cannot see the kingdom of God;" Therefore, when we
speak of the personal character of the saints of God, we mean by
it that they are a people who are born of the Spirit,. they are a
people who are not mended, mark ye, not a little improved in their
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moral conduct, but they are a people who have been laid hold on
by the mighty power of the Spirit of God; the Holy Ghost has
seized upon the inner man, and has set up there that kingdom
which is "righteousness, and peace, and joy." Without this no
man shall ever see the Lord.

Now) brethren, this that is so implanted in the heart is not
effected by any process of training or of education; it is not the
minister, or the parent, or the teacher that makes a man a Christian;
it is the work of God the Holy Ghost. The people of God are
u born~ not of blood, nor of the will of the fiesh~ nor of the, will of
man~ but of God ~~ (John 1 : 13).

And this life we would have you remember is an everlasting life.
The Spirit of God never begins the work and leaves a man to perish
after all. Where the Lord imparts this life, it is according to the
everlasting purpose of Jehovah; therefore, it is an imperishable life.
It is because men are ignorant of this that we find them carried
away by that tide of false doctrine which seems ready to deluge us
in the present day. And for this reason it is, because men do not
understand this spiritual work in the soul, that we find them sub
stituting for it mere outward forms.

(c) But tnere is, brethren, a third aspect in which we look at these
saints of God, and this is, their position in this world. These people
are in a world in which they are engaged in their different occupa
tions. A Christian man may be engaged in any lawful profession
or business which does not necessarily involve the breach of God's
laws. Now these people, in their several stations, witness for the
Lord; theirs is a position of testimony. What I mean is this, that
the world must, and the world does, take cognizance of these men.
They may be scorned by the world, condemned by the world; but
still their position must be maintained, and God will take care to
make His people maintain it. Many a man has been a sad coward
in the cause of God. He has run away from the world; he has been".
afraid of the frowns, or of the sneers of the world; and he has been
obliged, at such a time, to shelter under the Lord's wing in the
secret of hi3 own chamber.

n. THE D'IVINE GUARDIANSHIP.
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(a) Who they are.

The promise of the Lord Jehovah is, that He will" keep the fe~t
of His saints." I do believe that the doctrine which is abroad
amongst the religionists of the world is very like the doctrine which
you and I find it very difficult to get rid of from our own minds:
,that it is in just proportion as we keep ourselves, that we may
expect the Lord to keep us. Our text contains an absolute promise
and declaration, " He will keep"; and if you-I speak to Christian
men-if you are ever taken off from this solid rock, that the
security of God's people is solely on the ground of His" own name's
sake," you will be blown about by every doubt and every fear. The
security of God's people is this, that they are His-His saints; and
He has engaged, by every bond of a blood-sealed covenant, to "keep
their feet." Brethren, we speak it with reverence, God's truth would
be unintelligible, God's promise would bend under us, if it were not
for this great truth, that it is " for His own name's sake" that He
keeps His people.

(b) M/hat they are.

Then again, you are to consider what a necessity there is for
God's saints being kept, because of what they are. Oh, I speak,
I know I speak home to the experience of every servant of God in
this congregation, when I say that there is much treachery in their
hearts; that there is a struggling for the mastery of that principle
which is called "the flesh"; that there is such a conflict as would
shake to its very foundation their hope, and therefore they must he
kept by the Lord.

When I take up my Bible, and when I read Bible biography, what
a different memoir I have of Job, or of David, or of Paul, or of
Peter, or of any of the saints of God from that which man would
give of his fellow-man. There is no flattery here; no covering over
of faults here; but when I read their histories, I learn that if it had
not been for the oath and for the power of Jehovah, not one of
them would have got to heaven, and I know that not one of them
were one whit safer than myself. They were as poor creatures 3S

you are, or as I am; and nothing but the power of the Lord could
bring them safely home.

Read their own acknowledgements. Take. for instance, the 9th
of Daniel and the 9th of Ezra. What are these deep confessions of
sin? ';\Thy are the faces of these men crimson with shame? Hear
their confessions of sin, not for the nation at large only, but see them
acknowledging that they themselves were part and parcel of the
prevailing iniquity. You do not see them standing as that Pharisee
did, and saying, "God, I thank Thee that I am not as other men ";
but-mark the contrast-hear Ezra say to the Lord, " 0 my God,

-
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I am ashamed, and blush to lift up my face to Thee my God; for
our iniquities are increased over our heads, and our trespass is grown
up unto the heavens."

(c) Where they are.

But, brethren, not only have we thought it well to call your
attention to who these saints of God are, and what they are, but we
also remind you where they are. I have already told you that the
people of God are left in this world to bear a testimony for Him,
and it is a hard path which God's people have to tread. I do not
believe that there is a servant of God who betakes himself to rest
after a wearisome day, who does not feel covered with shame
because his testimony for the Lord has been so very dim and
indistinct. That is a beautiful confession, it is a true confession,
which our Church has put into our mouths-" We have done that
which we ought not to have done, and we have left undone that
which we ought to have done."

The people of God, we would have you remembe~, are called to
be a distinct people; they are called to give a testimony for the Lord
in their walk and conduct; they are called to stem the torrent, to
stand against the inflowing of evil, and therefore they have need to
be kept; for you remember what the Apostle Paul says in the 6th of
Ephesians-" We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of
this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places." And you
remember what the Apostle Peter says-" Your adversary the devil,
as a roaring lion, walketh about seeking whom he may devour."
Why, this is terrific language, brethren! How are people engaged
in such a conflict to maintain their ground against such an enemy?
"Whom resist steadfast in the faith JJ_simply going out of your
selves into the almighty power of the Lord Jesus Christ-the Great
Captain of your salvation. I can understand this, brethren: but I
could not understand being told what I was to do against such an
enemy.

KEPT.

Now this enemy is always busy with the Lord's people; he is busy
with them in the time of their affliction. I often think that one (If
the deepest trials which poor Job went through was when he was
beset by the wife of his bosom, and told by her to " curse God and
die." Many a servant of God has been made to take comfort
from the fact that he has been enabled, in the time of affliction and
of temptation, to hold on his way.

You ask your minister sometimes, How is it that I am not able
to overcome? The enemy is here to-day, when I thought yesterday
that he was subdued for ever. Have not we been constrained to
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ask you, my brethren, What is the reason that you are holding on
your way to-day? Why is it that you have not cursed God? Why

.is it that you have not gone back to the world to wallow in its mire?
Simply because you are a kept.'~ Do not, brethren, do not disparage
the work of the Holy Ghost, Who has done such great things fOf
you.

Now these saints of God are exposed to the world as well as to
Satan, and therefore they need to have their feet a kept.~J The
world is like that wicked woman who is described in the Book of
Proverbs. It sometimes comes upon Christian men, and it tries to
frighten them out of their Christianity; and when this will not
succeed, it tries to allure them in various ways.

It may be that the Lord is dealing graciously with the soul of
some young man, or some young woman. There begins to be some
Bible reading-some retirement for the purpose of engaging in
prayer. This is found out; and you know, as well as I do, how that
member of the family becomes the object of solicitude. This is the
one whom the worldly acquaintances will try to draw into this little
folly, or into the other little folly; they will try to persuade the
parents that all this religious feeling will injure the health of the
child; and then, if they can, perhaps they will get ungodly advice,
and they will take the object of their solicitude to this part of the
world, or to the other part of the world, to try to amuse and to
divert the mind.

\Ve are sometimes, brethren, called to speak to a young man, ('If
a young woman, about to be launched upon the rough waves of a '.
world which hates God. We say to such, You are only safe as you
are under the Lord's wing; and some of you, godly parents, who
have spoken to your children upon these things, you have met just
what we ministers have met-the smile, the good-humoured smile,

perhaps; but, oh, it is that smile of distrust which speaks vOlumes.j•....••....•.•..,•..•·· ..,..
It says, You are very kind; but we shall do better than you think; . '.
we shall take very good care of ourselves. And yet, brethren, we
have seen such receive a check after a time.

vVhen we look around us, we are struck with all the variety of
snares and temptations which the world in our day presents to the
professors of Christianity; everything seems to be provided in OUf
day for the gratification of the lust of the eye and the pride of life.
And oh, brethren, in a day like this, we tremble, we must tremble,
for the visible ark of God!

But when all the present time-scene is past; after the world and
the devil have drugged and intoxicated men with the draughts of
pleasure which abound on every side, afterwards-a The Truth J~

says it-there comes a dark day, heavy drops begin to fall, and then
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follows the tremendous thunderstorm of the wrath of God; and in
that day, which our Lord describes in the 21st of Luke, when there
shall be fearful sights and great signs from heaven, then those men,
and those men only, shall be safe-they only shall " lift up their
heads" whose feet are kept by the Lord. In that day which the
Prophet Isaiah describes, when" the blast of the terrible ones shall
be as a storm against the wall," those men, and those men only,
shall be safe.

(This sermon has been somewhat abbreviated.-EDIToR.)

W. H. KRAUSE ON PSALM 121

WE would ask you to read this Psalm, to break it up into precious
portions, and feed upon these portions. See the power engaged for
this people-" My help cometh from the Lord, which made heaven
and earth." Read the care that He has over them-" He that
keepeth thee will not slumber." Read the constancy of that watch
fulness-" Behold, He that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor
sleep." Read His presence with them-" The Lord is thy keeper,
the Lord is thy shade upon thy right hand." Read His tender
regard to them wherever they are-" The Lord shall preserve thee
from all evil, He shall preserve thy soul. The Lord shall preserve
thy going out and thy coming in, from this time forth, and even for
evermore." This is what I want. I have learned something of the
power of temptation, and of my own weakness, and I bless God for
such a provision of guardianship, for I want it.

Do not let anyone tell us, it is easy to say cc The Lord is my
keeper"; then I may do as I like. That is not Christian reasoning.
That is not the way in which the Word of God handles the subject.
When it opens out privilege, it tells us what the effect of privilege
is. When the Apostle Paul opens out to the people of God the great
victory which they have obtained in Christ, he says, a Therefore,
my beloved brethren, be ye ~teadfast, unmoveable, always abound
ing in the work of the Lord." There is Christian reasoning. And
let me tell you what a man of God will do. The man who has
learned most of his own weakness will ply the throne of grace most
frequently; he will be continually telling the Lord to undertake for
him, telling Him I want this, or I want the other. He will be asking
the Spirit to do that for him which he cannot do for himself. He
will be asking for power to energise him to go through all his
temptations and difficulties.

I-
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SOMERSET is a county with a fine line of coast, and much beautiful
scenery-hills and dales and woods and moors and running streams.
There are many interesting churches, built hundreds of years ago
for the worship of God. Some are hidden away in tiny villages
tucked between the hills, far from the main road. Others lift their
spires or towers to heaven in places where they can be seen for
many miles around. It is sad indeed that many of the churches are
defiled by the presence of images; but yet their very existence to
this date shows that God has "left not Himself without witness"
in our dear country.

High· above lovely Selworthy-a dream village this-stands the
splendid church in its graveyard, with a glorious panorama of sea
and hill and pasture to be seen from its doors. It is an old church,
partly Norman, with a fine tower, and on its walls are many
memorials to the departed.

I t is always deeply interesting, I think, to read of those who at
one time worshipped in a church, and are long since dead. In
Selworthy church there are many notable tablets, and one of these
made a great impression on me. It is a large stone tablet on the
west wall as you go in; it is in memory of two boys, aged fourteen
and nine. sons of Sir Thomas and Lady Acland. Above the wording
are pictured the two young faces, eager and boyish.

The memorial begins by telling of Charles, the elder of the two,
and the third son of the family. This boy entered the Navy when
he was thirteen, on board H.M.S. Helicon, which was commanded
by his uncle, Captain Charles Acland. A year or so later the boy
Charles died, of "African fever," off the Bight of Benin. This is
a bay on the Nigerian coast. Evidently the death occurred at sea,
for the memorial goes on to say that the little lad was buried on
Ascension Island, a long way off in the Atlantic. What must the
uncle have felt, at the death of his brother's son whilst in his care,
so far away from the quiet English countryside t But there must
have been comfort for the bereaved father and mother. for the
tablet says their son died "full of faith and hope and devout
affection."

The date when Charles died was May 10th, 1837, in the year
when the young Queen Victoria began her long reign. In these
days, news is flashed from one end of the world to the other in next
to no time; but it was nearly ten weeks before the sad tidings

- \
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reached the Aclands. They heard the news at last on July 17th,
with what shock and sorrow we can imagine. But the tablet goes
on:

"And on the 31st day of the same month it pleased God to
remove from the bosom of their family, in the tenth year of his
age, their youngest child, Dudley Reginald Dyke Acland, a good
little boy, early ripened for heaven by the mercy of Him Who would
have little children suffered to come to Him."

Thus a second crushing sorrow was added to the first blow. lean
imagine that, when the family heard that Charles was taken from
them, they would all draw close together, thankful for those that
were left. And most precious to them all would be little Dudley,
the baby of the family. We are not told whether he died unex
pectedly, as by an accident; or whether the boy had an illness,
perhaps upon him already when the sad news from Africa reached
his home. Whatever the cause, the darling of the family was gone,
and his place knew him no more .

. But I think we can rightly infer that the Lord was present to
comfort the mourners, doubly bereft, and to bind up their broken
hearts. For the memorial concludes with these words:

" And He took them up ... and blessed them."

" The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the
Name of the Lord." .

Those verses surely show that the sorrowing family accepted their
grievous losses as the Divine Will. I expect well-meaning friends
might say that Charles should never have been sent to sea: or that
Dudley ought to have been more carefully protected from illness
or harm. But what a very great mercy it is when we can look away
entirely from" second causes," and remember that we are in the
hands of our loving and gracious God! that whate\-er mistakes we
may have made, the Lord has over-ruled them all to fulfil His own
purposes and plans.

Besides, it looks as if there was "sure and certain hope" for
eternity in the death of both children. Of Charles we are told that
he died" full of faith and hope and devout affection." It is only
faith "toward our Lord Jesus Christ," faith in the power of His
blood to cleanse us from sin, that can give hope. and lead to love
towards God and towards His people. Charles, I think. was saved
by the grace of God; for the faith which he is said to have shown
could only be the gift of God. And his little brother seems to have
given some evidence in his short life of the work of the Holy Spirit
in his soul. The memorial calls him" a good little boy"; it is a
quaint phrase, but full of meaning. Of course, many well-brought-
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up children can be said to be good, because they are obedient and
polite and kind; that is just a sort of natural goodness, the result of
training and disposition. But Dudley was said to be " a good little
boy, early ripened for heaven by the mercy of Him Who would
have little children suffered to come unto Him." The Lord's tender
mercy had been shown to this little boy; his goodness was not his
own goodness, but the Lord Jesus Christ's! Upon Him was laid the
iniquity of little Dudley's fallen nature, in order that he might be
clothed with the righteousness of Christ.

" Oh, how great is Thy goodness, which Thou hast laid up for
them that fear Thee!" May His goodness and mercy follow us all
the days of our life, that we may dwell in the house of the Lord for
ever. DAMARIS.'

10rottstant JJ)tacon.
JOHN BUNYAN, 1628-1688

OF the many spiritual giants of the seventeenth-century Puritans,
John Bunyan was one of the foremost, and his name in this twentieth
century is probably better known than any other of that noble
company. He died on August 31st, 1688.

I. BIRTH AND EARLY YEARS.
For the knowledge of John Bunyan's early days we are almost

entirely indebted to his autobiography, Grace Abounding to the
Chief of Sinners. John was the son of Thomas Bunyanand
Margaret Bentley, his wife, being born in the village of Elstow, a
mile from Bedford, in November, 1628.

Among the village lads of Elstow, John worked and played.
"Even in my childhood," he writes, "the Lord did scare and
affright me with fearful dreams, and did terrify me with dreadful
visions." He had been early instructed in the truths of the Bible:
these laid hold of his conscience, giving distinctness to his convictions
of sin. But by degrees these impressions passed away, and before
he was sixteen he had become the "ringleader of all the youths
that kept him company, into all manner of vice and ungodliness."
Thus did Bunyan view his own state, in the light of God's pure and
perfect law.

At the age of sixteen he lost his mother by death; in two months
his father married again. John left his home and enlisted as a
soldieL in the civil war then raging. It was probably about six or
eight months after his mother's death that he entered the army.
It was unlikely that it was earlier, for it was not until November,
1644, that he had reached the then army regulation age of sixteen.
And it is not probable that his army life was prolonged beyond a
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few months; for in the month of June, 1645, the battle of Naseby
practically ended the first civil war. The side upon which Bunyan
was arrayed in the great civil conflict of the seventeenth century,
-Parliamentarian or Royalist, has long been a matter of dispute.
There is no doubt which side Bedfordshire took as a county. With
the shires of Huntingdon, Cambridge, Herts., Essex, Suffolk and
Norfolk, it formed the associated counties from which Parliament
drew its main strength and supplies. But Bunyan's military career
cannot be traced with certainty. In his record of providential
deliverances, he mentions that once he " fell into a creek of the sea
and hardly escaped drowning." This suggests an encampment or
march some distance from his home. He tells u.", too, that when a
soldier,. he was" drawn out to go to such a place to besiege it,"
when another begged to take his place and was killed " as he stood
sentinel."

II. MARRIAGE AND CONVERSION.

The army was disbanded in 1646, and the lad of eighteen returned
to his father's occupation at Elstow. Here he married his first wife,
a girl of his own rank in life. The young couple were " as poor as
poor might be, we not having so much household stuff as a dish or
a spoon betwixt us both. But she brought two books as her marriage
portion-The Plain Man's Pathway to Heaven and The Practice of
Piety. Bunyan and· his wife often perused these books together,
and the youthful husband found in their pages an echo of the
thoughts that, with all his recklessness, had never quite left him.
StilL he continued his intimacy with his former companions, and
whilst his" Mercy" was quietly resting at home, he was found, with
his old audacity, upon the village green.

.On a visit to .Bedford, he came upon that ~up of poor women
whom he has rendered immortal, "sitting at a door in the sun,
talking about the things of God." He drew near to listen, perhaps
to join in the conversation, being himself" a brisk talker in the
matters of religion." But to his astonishment, the language of these
people was wholly strange to him. They spoke of heart experiences,
mysterious conflicts and triumphs, happy fellowship with God, of
which he knew nothing. "Methought they spake as if joy did make
them speak!" He turned to the Bible with new zeal; " especially," ~

he says, "the epistles of the Apostle Paul were sweet and pleasant ,--'"
to me." The contrast between what he saw in these rejoicing .....
Christians, and what he felt himself to be, shaped themselves into !., ~
a waking dream, in which can be discerned some far-off glimpses of
the Pilgrim's Progress. In his distress he envied the lower creation, ..
wishing himself a dog or a horse; "for I knew that they had no
souls to perish under the everlasting weight of hell or sin."
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Conflict with Satan was felt to be very real. "The tempter
would come upon me with such discouragements as these: r ou are
very hot for mercy, but I will cool you." At last the view of
Christ as "our Righteousness" overcame all other thoughts, and
the soul of the Pilgrim entered into peace.

"One day, as I was passing in the field, this sentence fell
upon my soul: Thy righteousness is in heaven; and methought
withal I saw with the eyes of my soul, Jesus Christ, at God's
right hand; there, I say, as my righteousness; so that wherever
I was, or whatever I was a-doing, God could not say of me,
He wants my righteousness, for that was just before Him.
I also saw, moreover, that it was not my good frame of heart
that made my righteousness better, nor yet my bad frame that
made my righteousness worse; for my righteousness was Jesus
Christ Himself, the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. Now
did my chains fall off my legs indeed. I was loosed from my
afflictions and irons; my temptations also fled away. Now I
went home rejoicing for the grace and love of God. I lived for
some time very sweetly at peace with God through Christ. Oh!
methought, Christ! Christ! There was nothing but Christ
that was before my eyes. I saw now not only for looking upon
this and the other benefits of Christ apart, as of His blood,
burial, and resurrection, but considered Him as a whole Christ!
It was glorious to me to see His exaltation, and the worth and
prevalency of all His benefits, and that because now I could
look from myself to Him, and would reckon that all those
graces of God that now were green in me, were yet but like
those cracked groats and fourpence-halfpennies that rich men
carry in their purses, when their gold is in their trunk at home!
Oh, I saw that my gold was in my trunk at home! In Christ
my Lord and Saviour! Now Christ was All:"

Ill. PREACHING AND IMPRISONMENT.

Bunyan was now a believer. He had crossed the Slough of
Despond. Already had the teachings of the Gospel been opened
up to him by "Evangelist," in the person of John Gifford, once a
soldier in the King's army, now incumbent of St. John's, Bedford,
where. in accordance with the system of the Commonwealth, he
gathered and taught a Baptist Church. Gifford was presented to
this incumbency in 1653 by the Corporation of Bedford; in the same
year Bunyan became a member of the Church. John GiH'ord died
in 1655, and his successor, John Burton, died in 1660, the year of
the Restoration.

The year of John Gifford's death witnessed the :removal of John
Bunyan to the town, and in the year of his taking up abode in
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Bedford, he was asked by the brethren to speak a word of exhorta
tion in their gatherings. His gifts were recognised at once. The
Church at Bedford, after the manner of those times, with fasting
and prayer, set him apart to the ministry of the Word.

A sorrow now visited his home. The wife of his youth-the
gentle" Mercy "-who seems to have borne him two children after
the removal to Bedford, was removed by death. His eldest child,
Mary, a girl of seven at the time, was blind, and she was particularly
dear to her father. In the year 1659 he married his second wife,
Elizabeth, the" Christiana" of the Pilgrim:s Progress.

In the year 1660 Charles II was recalled to the throne. Old
laws were at once put into force against Nonconformists~ and John
Bunyan was amongst the first to suffer. Bunyan appeared before
the Quarter Sessions held at Bedford; and after a lively scene
between Mr. Justice Keeling and the young Puritan, sentence was
pronounced as follows:

" Hear your judgment : You must be had back again in prison,
and there lie for three months following; and at three months' end,
if you do not submit to go to church to hear divine service, and
leave your preaching, you must be banished the realm: and if,
after such a day as shall be appointed you to be gone, you shall be
found in this realm ... or be found to come over again~ without
special licence from the king . . . you must stretch by the neck for
it, I tell you plainly."

Bunyan appeared at the August Assizes, 166L before Judges
Hale and Twisden. Bunyan's petition was commi tted by him to his
wife Elizabeth. Mrs. Bunyan was at first kindly received by Judge
Hale, but afterwards throwing her petition into the judges' coach,
was repulsed by Twisden. However, this true Christiana made her
way into the court and repeated her appeal. ""'ill not your hus
band leave preaching? " it was asked in the course of the interview;
" if he will do so, then send for him." "~1y Lord~" said she, " he
dares not leave preaching so long as he can speak."

Bunyan was again committed to prison, and as such his imprison
ment was from 1660 to 1672, twelve years, from the thirty-second
to the forty-fourth year of his life. The period was broken by a
brief interval of freedom in 1666, when he was released "through
the intercession of some in trust and power that took pity upon his
suffering"; but he was speedily re-arrested for holding a service,
and remained a prisoner until Charles' specious Declaration of
Indulgence set him free.
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IV. HIS WRITINGS.

The English Bible of 1611, diligently studied, gave Bunyan not
only a system of doctrine, but an intellectual training. The one
other book, we are told, that was his prison companion, was Foxe's
Acts and Monuments of the Church. Bunyan had leisure to read
it then; and those who have leisure to read it now will easily con
ceive how large an amount of historical knowledge, as well as of
stimulus to heroic endurance, the Bedford confessor would gain
from that great book.

Six years after Bunyan's release the Pilgrim's Progress first
appeared. The book at once became popular. A second edition
followed the first in the very year of publication, succeeded in the
next year by a third. In each of these new issues there were
important additions. Mr. Worldly Wiseman was an afterthought;
Mr. By-ends and his friends, with their discourse with Christian and
Faithful, first appear in the third edition, while the second had given
a wife, Mistress Diffidence, to Giant Despair. To comment upon
the Pilgrim's Progress is superfluous. Even the allegorical person
ages are not abstractions; they are flesh and blood: we exclaim. with
Christian, as one or another is introduced to us, " Oh, I know him;
he is my townsman, my near neighbour, he comes from the place
where I was born."

Many other works were written by Bunyan from time to time.
He is said by his friend, Charles Doe, to have "lived sixty years
and written sixty books." John Brown, minister of the church at
Bunyan Meeting, Bedford, gives in his John Bunyan details of 74
languages and dialects into which Pilgrim's Progress had been
printed at that time (1885, 3rd edition, App. 11).

V. HIS CLOSING DAYs.

The end of Bunyan's life came in 1688, the year of the Revolution,
which event he did not live to see. His last journey was taken on an
errand of mercy. He had travelled from Bedford to Reading on
horseback. to effect a reconciliation between a father and son.
Having s~cceeded in his errand, he purposed returning by way d
London, and rode from Reading to the city in heavy rain. A chill
came on, which, however, did not prevent his preaching once more
(August 19th, at Mr. Gamman's Meeting, near Whitechapel)-a
brief and interesting discourse on being born of God, printed from
the notes of a hearer under the title of Mr. Bunyan's Last Sermon.
Fever ensued, and the great preacher breathed his last, in his sixtieth
year, on the 31st August, 1688. His remains were interred in
Bunhill Fields, in Mr. Strudwick's vault. Thomas Goodwin, who
died in 1679, was buried in Bunhill Fields; he was followed in 1683
by John Owen, and five years later by John Bunyan. There were
spiritual giants in those days.
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The statue raised in Bunyan's memory in Bedford, presents him in
the attitude of preaching; and upon the pedestal is inscribed an
extract from his own noble description of the minister of Christ:

" Christian saw the picture of a very grave person hung up
against the wall; and this was the fashion of it; it had eyes lifted
up to heaven, the best of books in his hand; the law of truth
was written upon his lips, the world was behind its back; it
stood as if it pleaded with men, and a crown of gold did hang
over its head."

WHICH SHALL I CHOOSE?

IN obedience to the command of God, the prophet Gad went to
King David and said, "Thus saith the Lord, I offer thee three
things; choose thee one of them that I may do it unto thee." The
three things were: (1) seven years' famine, (2) three months' war
of defeat, (3) three days' pestilence. (It is to be noted that in
2nd Samuel 24, the famine was to be of seven years' duration,
while in 1 Chronicles 22 it was to last for three years. It has been
suggested that the sentence was to be for the longer period. but in
His infinite compassion the Lord took into account the three years'
famine that Israel had recently suffered in judgment for Saul's
breaking faith with the Gibeonites : so the days were" shortened ").
David knew not which evil to choose. For himself and his valiants
to fall before their enemies in utter defeat would be a devastating
experience he had never gone through. The thought of that-to be
slain and carried away by those who had always known his name
as conqueror-how could he endure it? At least famine and
pestilence came more directly from the God of his life, his hope, and
his salvation. vVhich of them would he choose? He quailed before
the thought. He chose neither. "Let me fall into the hand of the
Lord, for very great are His mercies. but let me not fall into the
hand of man." Let God send as He wilL famine or pestilence.
Pestilence was the less direful, though it claimed seventy thousand
"in the time appointed." "The time appointed" was before
Jerusalem was smitten, the Lord said "It is enough," as if even
then also the days were shortened. Very great are His mercies.
David was directed to the threshing-floor of Ornan, God by fire
from heaven accepted his burnt offerings and peace offerings, and
revealed to him that he was sacrificing on the very spot that was
to be the site of the temple which he had so longed to build, and
for which he was making preparation.

* * * '"
" Lot chose him all the plain of 1ordan, and Lot journeyed east,"

and, Abram and he separated. It was Abraham's proposal that
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Lot should choose, and he did not (possibly out of deference to his
uncle) refer the choice back to the elder Abram. Possibly Abram
was very conscious of his own weakness and need of keeping. It
was not long since he left Egypt-rather ingloriously-and he might
well fear being left to his own wisdom. We know that, unless we
arc hopelessly and ardently set on a course, it is easier to let another
have first choice: we just take the other. However, Abram's
exercises are not revealed to us; it seems like presumption to suggest
that they were not altogether unlike those we would have, if we are

among the blessed children of Faith who have Abram for their
father. But it was to the same throne of grace that Abram's prayers
for continual help were poured out, and were heard. Abram went
to Bethel and Hai, and built an altar. Lot took his all to the well
watered plain of Jordan. There he might watch the flocks and
herds eating and drinking to repletion, but his choice left much to
be desired. The men of the place were exceedingly wicked-Lot's
"righteous soul was vexed from day to day with their filthy con
versation and their unlawful deeds"; they looked upon him as " a
fellow who had come to sojourn and must needs make himself a
judge." Did he think, when carried away by a marauding king, of
Abraham's peaceful dwelling in Canaan? What did Abram think
of the same war, when it brought him to Melchisedek? "And
Melchisedek, king of Salem, brought forth bread and wine, and he
was the priest of the most high God and he blessed him and said,
"Blessed be Abram of the most high God the Possessor of heaven
and earth, and blessed be the most high God which hath delivered
thine enemies into thy hand." And Abram saw in Melchisedek a
forerunner of Him Whose priesthood is eternal, and he gave him
tithes of all. What a holy service.

* * * .*
One day recently we were visited (without previous arrangement)

by an old friend, old in years and in friendship-a minister. He
brought with him two other friends, members of his flock. We soon
began to talk of "these things." Mr. C. told us how deeply he
was once exercised about a choice and decision that was before
him. He received, at one and the same time, an offer of two
pastorates. One was in a small country place, the very sound of it
suggestive of "quiet resting place and peaceable dwellings," such
as he longed for. The other was a larger "cause" of long and
good repute. ,But he knew that, with its conditions such as they
were then, he would have to encounter some of the briars and
thorns of the wilderness. Which should he choose? "What wilt
Thou have me to do?" He discussed the matter with a friend; the
friend said, "Choose the one that offers the more crucifixion uf
the flesh.~' This was in keeping with our friend's impressions, and
when, very shortly after, he lit upon the identical thing, he believed
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it to be the guidance of the Lord, and accepted accordingly, and
has been there, acceptable to the brethren and maintained, for over
twenty years.

Of course, Mr. C. would not say that his own particular case,
evidently of God, could be set as a general rule, for "who hath
known the mind of the Lord?" He only knows what is in darkness
-what the flock needs, what the shepherd needs. The Lord will
not always be. chiding; He does not afflict willingly; He is the God
of comfort. Perhaps that was why He sent His servant to the larger
place, that in His mercy and kindness the lame might be healed
and that those that mourned might be set on high and built up.
Then the minister would find that he that watered was himself
watered, and together they would praise the Name of the Lord, by
Whose stripes only we are healed.

* * * *
" He shall choose our inheritance for us: its foundation is in the

holy mountain." "Cause me to know the way wherein I should
walk, for I lift up my soul unto Thee." "He shall direct thy paths."

FOLLOWER-ON.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY

SALES OF WORK

WITH the coming of summer and autumn, various sales of work on
behalf of the Society are due to be held, and this opportuni ty is
taken to appeal to all readers to remember this work of love as they
are enabled to do so. Good success has attended the sales already
held, and there is still opportunity until November to respond to
this appeal for the gift of time and ability in handiwork or craft to
be applied practically on behalf of the aged and afflicted of the
family of God.

From a few friends we have received small gifts and parcels which
have been purchased at sales on behalf of other good works and sent
to this office for a forthcoming sale for this Society. By this means
both organisations are assisted in a practical way, and further gifts
of this kind would be welcomed.

Funds provided by means of sales are applied for Benevolent
Fund purposes, towards the cost of nursing and of providing treat
ment and comforts for those of the Society's pilgrims in its Nursing
sections. There are sixty of these aged ones in our care, all of them
drawing near to the end of life's journey, when the grasshopper
becomes a burden, but when ministering to their daily needs and
comfort is a gracious though responsible service, and any extra
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comfort brings much cheer to the recipient and joy to the nurse in
administration. Any help or gift which can ease the burden of
those so engaged is most heartening and encouraging in the work,
and bears the Divine blessing, "Ye have done it unto Me."

Every gift is also an encouragement to the Committee who are
faced with rising costs, which in such work is four times the cost of
pre-war days. The Committee desire to express their thanks to
Almighty God that through Divine provision every aspect of the
work has been maintained; the measure has been full and pressed
down. Yet a duty is realised toward the contributors to the funds
in that a proper r~gard must be had to the mo~t economical use of
the money. In dependence upon Him Who has helped us hitherto
and the continued prayerful interest of His people, the Committee
look ahead, desiring the gift of wisdom and right judgment to cope
with difficulties that lie ahead, that they may be enabled faithfully
to discharge the responsibilities of their day.

([urrent ~optc~

Mr. Houghton's Second Advent Addresses
We have just received the new volume, The Faith and the Hope

of the Future, in which Mr. George H. Fromow, of the Sovereign
.Grace Advent Testimony, has gathered twenty addresses of the late
Rev. Thomas Houghton, Editor of The Gospel Magazine from 1916
to 1950. The volume contains a pleasing picture of Mr. and Mrs.
Houghton in 1925, and also a later one of Mr. Houghton. There
is a foreword by Bishop Frank Houghton, as well as a short
Biographical Appreciation by Mr. Fromow.

Prefixed to the twenty addresses is a personal testimony by Mr.
Houghton, in which he relates how he was greatly influenced by
B. W. Newton and how he came to stand with the Sovereign Grace
Advent Testimony. Apart from one on "The Reformation Doctrine
of Justification," the addresses all relate 'to Second Advent questions,
being S.G.A.T. addresses given between 1919 and 1949 and printed
in Watching and Waiting.

On such questions, on which the Lord's people hold differing
views, Mr. Houghton always wrote moderately. "Let us avoid
trying to force people to accept our views," he wrote. "Quietly
state our case and leave it."

~

--- ~.__. ~~._----.iI
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The volume, which contains 144 pages, is published by the
Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony, 9 Milnthorpe Road, Chiswick,
London, W.4, at the price of 8s. 6d. net. We feel sure that many
readers of The Gospel M agadne will wish to possess a coPY.

A Memorial Tablet.

In Hatherleigh Church, Devon, we saw recently an interesting
memorial tablet to the Rev. Cradock-Glascott, who was Vicar
from 1781 to 1831. It reads:

THE REv. CRADOCK-GLASCOTT, A.M.

49 years Vicar of this Parish.
A Christian and a Scholar
He consecrated all his talents
To the work of the Ministry.
From the pulpit with peculiar eloquence and fervour
He displayed the Father's everlasting love.
The atonement, righteousness and full salvation of the Son,
The sanctifying grace of the eternal Spirit,
And all the joys and triumphs of a purifying faith.
In the active discharge of his pastoral duties
He lived and laboured only to exalt a Saviour's 10\'e,
And to promote the salvation of sinners.
Having uniformly evinced the purity and sincerity of his

principles, from early life to the age of 89~

He departed in the full assurance of hope; and
Entered into glory, August I1th~ 1831.

Mr. Cradock-Glascott was at one time appointed as one of the
Countess of Huntingdon's itinerating chaplains. vVe understand
that his ministry at Hatherleigh was such that people were drawn

, .•'c,,~ from miles around to attend and that galleries to accommodate
them had to be erected in the church.

UtoriaI
Received, with many thanks: Rev. H. A. Lewty; Miss Ruth

Cowell; Dr. L. Houghton; Rev. T. Pittaway; Miss J. Alexander;
Mr. F. Coxon; Mr. F. Naylor; Archdeacon W. P. Hares; Mr.
Herman Newmark; Mr. G. H. Fromow; Mr. Geoffrey Williams.
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To Mr. Hussey. Broad-Hembury, Sept. 9th, 1775.

Very dear Sir,-

A student of Lady Huntington's, whose name is Cottingham,
and from whom I parted at Bristol, on my return from Wales,
promised me to wait on you and Mrs. Hussey in London, to inform
you how gracious the Lord has been to me, ever since I saw you
last.

The night I left town, the Worcester coach in which I went,
broke down: but no one of us received the least injury. I have
a still greater deliverance to acquaint you with, even such as, I
trust, will never be blotted from my thankful remembrance. On
the Anniversary Day in Wales, the congregation was so large that
the chapel would not have contained a fourth part of the people,
who were supposed to amount to three thousand. No fewer than
one thousand horses were turned into one large field adjoining the
college, besides what were stationed in the neighbouring villages.
The carriages also were unusually numerous. A scaffold was
erected at one end of the College-court, on which a bookstand was
placed by way of pulpit: and from thence six or seven of us
preached successively, to one of the most attentive and most lively
congregations I ever beheld. When it came to my turn to preach,
I advanced to the front; and had not gone more than half through
my prayer gefore sermon, when the scaffold suddenly fell in. As I
stood very near the highermost step (and the step did not fall with
the rest), Providence enabled me to keep on my feet, through the
assistance of Mr. Winkworth, who laid fast hold on my arm. About
forty ministers were on the scaffold and steps, when the former
broke dOWl~. Dear Mr. Shirley fell undermost of all, but received
no further hurt than a very slight bruise on one of his thighs. A
good woman who, for the conveniency of h~aring, had placed
herself under the scaffold, received a trifling contusion on her face.
No other mischief was done. The congregation, though greatly
alarmed, had the prudence not to throw themselves into outward
disorder: which I believe was chiefly owing to the powerful sense
of God's presence, which was eminently felt by most of the
assembly.
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Such was the wonderful goodness of the Lord to me, that I was
not in. the least disconcerted on this dangerous occasion: which I
mention, to the praise of that grace and providence, without which
a much smaller incident would inevitably have shocked every
nerve I have. About half a minute after this interruption had
commenced, I had the satisfaction to mform the people that no
danger had ensued; and, removing for security to a lower step, I
thanked the Lord with the rejoicing multitude for having so un
deniably given His angels charge over us. Prayer over, I was
enabled to preach, and great grace seemed to be upon us all.

If God permit, I hope to be with you in London soon after the
middle of this month. I deem it one of the principal felicities of
my life that I have the happiness and the honour to minister to
a praying people. vVe should not have had so much of the Lord's
presence in Orange Street if He had not poured upon us the spirit
of supplication. Go on to pray, and God will go on to bless.
Remember me most respectfully and most tenderly to as many of
our dear friends in Christ as you are acquainted with. And par
ticularly inform :Mr. and Mrs. \Villett and Mr. and Mrs. Stokes
that I have not forgot my promise to write to them: and that I
will fulfil my promise, unless they are so kind as to dispense with
it: which, I am very sure they would most willingly do if they
knew how little time I have to myself.

Farewell: grace be with you, and with dear Mrs. Hussey. Grace
comprehends all we want in time and in eternity.

I remain, my valuable friend, ever, ever yours.

AUGUSTUS TOPLADY.

P.S.-I had the happiness to see dear Lady Huntington (who is
the most precious saint of God I ever knew) well, both in body and
soul. The Lord, I trust, still contmues with you at Orange Chapel. .
I shall be much obliged to you for informing me how things go
on: by a line directed to me at Mr. Derham's in Green Street,
Bath, for which place I intend to set out from Devonshire on
Monday next, the 16th instant.

I have the unutterable satisfaction to find several more awakened
people at Broad-Hembury than I formerly knew of. The Lord
never sends His gospel to any place in vain. He will call in His
own people, and will accomplish His own work. There is really
a very precious remnant in and about this parish. Thanks to free
grace for all.


