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OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT.

" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort

them which arc in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

CHRIST OR MARY~

« And it came to pass as: He spake these things, a certain woman of
the company lifted up her voice a:nd said unto Him:

Blessed is the womb that bare thee, and the paps which
thou hast sucked.

But He said:
Yea rather, blessed are they that hear t'he word of God,

and keep it."-Luke 11 : 27, 28

THE incident, recorded only by Luke, is a very instructive one.
We are in the so-called « Marian Year," appointed by the Pope

to commemorate the centenary of the promulgation of the Dogma
of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary-a
doctrine which was first defined on December 8th. 1854. Consider
able efforts are being made to give publicity to' this false dogma
and the celebration of its centenary. Special commemorative
postage stamps are issued and used in Southern Ireland and no
doubt elsewhere. Special services are everywhere announced.

It is, therefore, appropriate that we consider the instructive inci
dent recorded by Luke. Moreover, we find today among Christian
people a general desire for some Scriptural instruction upon the
whole question of the light in which Mary should be regarded.

Let it be said, first of all, that no word derogatory of the Virgin
Mother will be written in these pages. Mary was the chosen instru
ment of God in the birth of the Lord Jesus in the flesh. It was a
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privileged posItIOn. In this she was "highly favoured" (Luke
1 : 28). She herself said:

" For He hath regarded (R.V. looked upon) the low estate of
His handmaiden :

For behold, from henceforth, all generations shall call nlf'
blessed (happy) " (Luke 1 : 48).

She was chosen to be the mother of the Messiah.

Bue we cannot go beyond what is in Scripture. We cannot give
her the position or titles which belong alone to the Lord Jesus Christ.
We cannot pray to her; for, if she could hear, she would have to
be Divine to hear all the prayers offered. Not only are there no
promises to such prayer, but there is definite forbidding of prayer
but to God only.

In the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, "our only Mediator and
Advocate," the Lord's people have One who is sinless and all
sufficient, all that a sinner needs. In a former issue of The Gospel
M agadne we found the following appropriate lines:

Shall I trust my soul's salvation
To a fellow-creature's care?

Can a priest, a saint, or angel
Save me in my deep despair?

None but Jesus
Hears a contrite sinner's prayer.

Do I need a Mediator
Other than the Son of God?

Can the Virgin Mary help me?
-Jesus shed for me His blood:

None but Jesus
Can do helpless sinners good.

Gospel Magazine, February 1856, p. 103.

The remark of the woman out of the crowd, as recorded in
Luke 11 : 27, 28, was a natural remark of womanly feeling. She
thought Mary to be peculiarly happy in having such a Son. The
remark was really more in praise of Jesus Himself. We might note
that the word used here is "Happy"-"happy is the womb that bare
thee."

The Lord Jesus did not condemn the woman's remark; but He
gave expression to something better. "Yea rather," He (" He" is
emphatic) said, "Blessed (happy) are that that he.ar the word of
God, and keep it." The woman's remark was inadequate; it in
volved only a share in His humanity. But the chief happiness was in
spiritual relationship, and this applies to the humblest Christian.
This was expressed by Augustine (354-430) :
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" Mary was, therefore, more blessed in adopting the faith of
Christ than in conceiving His flesh."

I t was a greater happiness to hear the word of God, to have Christ
f0TI11ed in the heart, to know the Gospel, to receive the message
and, by Divine grace, to observe and keep to it. Thus Jesus
"indicated that spiritual relationship was closer than physical and
that Mary on account of her maternity had no pre-eminence over
the other disciples" (Macdonald).

On other occasions the Lord Jesus Christ carefully corrected or
checked similar remarks as the woman's. While Mary had her
favoured part in the incarnation of our Lord, yet she had no part
in our Lord's work of redemption. The mother after the flesh is
scarcely mentioned, and on none of the only three occasions of
mention did Jesus address her as Mother.

On the first occasion, when at the age of twelve, He stayed
behind in the Temple, and his mother said to him, "Son, why
hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and I have sought
thee sorrowing," He replied: "How is it that ye sought Me?
Wist ye not that I must be about My Father's business?" (Luke
2 : 49).

On the second occasion, at the wedding in Cana of Galilee (John
2: 1-4), Mary said, "They have no wine." Jesus replied, "Woman,
what have I to do with thee? Mine hour is not yet come."

On the third occasion (Mark 3 : 31-35), the multitude said, "Be
hold. thy mother and thy brethren without seek for Thee." He
answered: "Who is My mother. or My brethren?" He looked
round on His disciples and said: "Behold My mother and My
brethren. For whosoever shall do the will of God, the same is
My brother, and my sister, and mother."

On each of these occasions a check was given. Earthly relation
ship was kept in the background. It was spiritual relationship that
mattered. How different is all this from the false teachings of the
Papacy.

A Roman Catholic young man in Ireland was employed in an
office where a New Testament was used by a commisioner for taking
affidavits, that is, written declarations on oath. One day he opened
the New Testament carelessly-it opened at John 14, and he saw
Thomas's question, " How can we know the way?" and the Lord's
answer: "I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh
unto the Father but by Me " (John 14: 6). He laid the book down,
feeling that it was not right for him to pry into it. But he could not
forget the passage. It was so different from, and opposed to, the
Salve Regina which he had ben taught to use: "Hail, holy Queen,
Mother of mercy, our life, our sweetness, our hope, to thee do we
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cry ...." He eventually read the whole passage, and felt' that,
if the Bible was right, the Salve Regina was wrong. He read
more of the Testament, and found that the Lord Jesus was" the
Door" (John 10: 7, 9) and" our Hope" (1 Tim. 1). He went
to a Protestant service, and was impressed by the fact that the
service was in English, that all joined in it, and that the preacher.
speaking on Isa. 58: 11, "The Lord shall guide thee continually,"
spoke from personal experience. Eventually through Matthew
11 : 28-30 and other passages, he was led to see" Jesus only."

On August 15th the Roman Church commemorates what she
calls "The Assumption"-the bodily assumption of Mary into
heaven. For this there is no evidence in the Scriptures or in
history, and yet on November 1st, 1950, it was made an article of
faith to be believed by every Roman Catholic on pain of eternal
damnation. These facts ought to be widely known.

The Lord Jesus Christ is the "Friend of Sinners," the only
Refuge, the only Way to the Father, the only Sinless One, our
"only Mediator and Advocate."

I need no other Priest
Than One High Priest above:

His intercession ne'er has ceased
Since first I knew His love:

Through that my faith shall never fail,
E'en when I pass through death's dark vale.

I need no human ear
In which to pour my prayer;

My great High Priest is ever near,
On Him I cast my care:

To Him, Him only, I confess,
Who can alone absolve and bless.

Charlotte Elliott, 1863.
W.D.S.

A PRAYER FROM A KING CHARLES PRAYER-BOOK

SUNDAY

o Almighty and merciful Lord, which givest unto Thy elect people
the Holy Ghost as a sure sign of Thy heavenly kingdom, grant
unto us, 0 Lord, Thy Holy Spirit, that He may bear witness with
our spirit that we be Thy children and heirs of Thy kingdom, and
that by the operation of this Spirit we may kill all carnal lusts,
unlawful pleasures, concupiscences, evil affections, contrary to TIn
will, by our Saviour and Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
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~etmon6' anti ~ote6' of ~ermon6'.

THE HEAVENLY REGISTER
[PART OF A SERMON ON EZRA 2 : 62 (" THE REGISTER") BY THE

REv. JAMES BATTERSBY, 1886.]

I FIND a great deal said about this Heavenly Register, both in the
Old and New Testament. .

The most prominent Name written in it is Christ's. "Then said
I, Lo I come, in the volume of the book it is written of Me, to do
Thy will, 0 God" (Heb. 10 : 7). What can be meant by the volume
of the book? Is it the promise made respecting Christ in the 3rd of
Genesis? Or is it the everlasting covenant ordered in all things and
sure? I think, that the latter of these is intended, for the Father
Himself has given His Own dear Son for a covenant of the people.
But Christ with all His members are written in the Covenant in the
volume of the book, even in the Heavenly Register.

Do we not find Christ speaking in the 139th Psalm in these words?
" My substance was not hid from Thee, when I was made in secret,
and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. Thine eyes
did see my substance, yet being imperfect; and in Thy book all my
memhers were written, when there were none of them." Whatever
allusion there may be to the human body of David in these words,
I shall not attempt to say; but that they refer to Christ and His
church, I have no doubt in my own mind. Christ and all His
members have been eternally written in the Heavenly Register of
the Lamb's book of life.

For persons to be blotted out of this book is equal to saying, that
they were never written in it. Read the 69th Psalm: "Let them
be blotted out of the book of the living, and not be written with the
righteous." The latter line in this verse is explanatory of the
former. A Judas may have his name written in the Register of
Churchmembership here in earth, but in due time, it shall be taken
away (Rev. 22: 19), and he shall find himself, with the fearful, and
unbelieving, and abominable, cast into the lake of fire (Rev. 20: 15;
21 : 8).

When I speak to you of the Heavenly Register, of the Book of
life, and of the Book of remembrance, I use metaphorical and
figurative language. God does not keep a literal Register, or a
literal Book, but such terms denote the exactness of His knowledge
of, and care for, all those who shall be saved. He knoW!
them all, as accurately, as if they were written in a book. His care
for them is from everlasting to everlasting.
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Let us read together some of the passages which we meet with
both in the Old and New Testament. Turn to the 87th Psalm:
Glorious things are spoken of Zion, the City of God. "And of
Zion it shall be said, This and that man was born in her: and the
highest shall establish her. The Lord shall count, when He writeth
up the people, that this man was born there." Why are they born
in Zion, the church of God on earth? Because their names are
written in the Book of life-the Heavenly Register.

Now turn to the 4th of Isaiah: "And it shall come to pass, that
he that is left in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jerusalem, shall be
called holy, even every 'one that is written among the li,ving in
Jerusalem." There is a distinctiveness of character in this verse,
which you will do well to observe. Great trouble and affliction may
come upon those whose names are in the Register, but they shall
be delivered. Christ shall stand up for them and save them.
" And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which
standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall be a time
of trouble, such as there never was since there was a nation, even
to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered,
everyone that shall be found written in the book" (Daniel 12: 1).
What a privilege to be found written in the book!

Our Lord spake some very encouraging words to His seventy
disciples. He had given them power to tread on serpents and
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing was
by any means to hurt them. In this they were not to rejoice:
"Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject
unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written in
heaven" (Luke 10: 20). Their names were in the Heavenly
Register.

How blessed to contemplate that the general assembly of the
saints, even the whole church of the Firstborn, are all written in
heaven (Heb. 12: 23). A saint's name may be put out of an
Ecclesiastical Register, but it cannot be put out of the Heavenly
Register. God is His Own Bookkeeper, and He calls for His Own
to come up higher at the appointed time. All, whose names are
written in the Lamb's book of life, shall enter through the pearly
gates into the eternal and glorious city of our God.

ln conclusion, 1 shall try to show you who are, and who are not
in the Register. What I propose to say to you now, is for the
comfort and consolation of some of the Lord's little ones. I have
often heard it said, "Well, I would give all that I possess to know
that my name was in the Register." "To be written in the Book of
Life." "What a privilege!" "Lord give me a certificate of my
Register."
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First, then, " Have you been made to feel your sinnership by the
power of the Holy Ghost?" You say that you are a sinner, that you
are a great sinner-a Magdalene sinner, a lost sinner, a weeping
sinner at the feet of Jesus, an entirely undone sinner. Now, there
is hope for you, and your name is certainly recorded in the Heavenly
Register. Hear ye the Word of the Lord, "This is a faithful saying,
and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinners "-not to make them an offer of salvation, bu t.
actually ::lnd everlastingly to save them. The Apostle himself says,
" Of whom I am chief" (1 Tim. 1 : 15). Now beloved, Have you
this mark? "The chief of sinners," " The chief of sinners!" You
say, "I know that I am the chief of sinners." Well, then, your
name is in the Heavenly Register. The Blood of Jesus Christ His
Son cleanseth us from all sin. For the chief of sinners the Saviour
dies.

Again, Have .you ever cried to the Lord for mercy? You read
of two blind men following our Lord, crying, and saying, "Thou
Son of David, have mercy on us." The Lord asked them what
they wanted, and whether they believed that He could do for them
that which they sought at His hands, and they said, "YEA LORD."
Well, then, said He, "According to your faith be it unto you."
He touched their eyes, and they received their sight. Now observe
this, that the Lord did not send them away without an answer.
The blind, or those who feel that they are blind, cry for mercy.
l,ord have mercy upon my soul. Open Thou my blind eyes. Do
Lord most mercifully anoint mine eyes with eye salve, that I may
see that my name is written in Thy Heavenly Register. Have you
been into the valley of weeping for your sins, and have you there
cried for mercy? Now, hear ye to your comfort: "Whosoever
shall call upon the Name of the Lord shall be saved." Your name
is in the Register.

A gain, do you tremble at God's Word? If so, then there i£ a rich
and precious promise for you. The Lord says, "To this man will
1 look, even to him that is poor. and of a contrite spirit, and
trembleth at My Word." How and why does He look to such a
poor creature as this. Now hear what the High and Lofty Onc
Who inhabits eternity, Whose Name is Holy, says, " I dwell in the
high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble
spirit. to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of
the contrite ones." Does your experience answer to the description
which is given in these passages, if so, then it is because your name
is in the Register, the Holy Ghost has come to tell you so.

Again, Have you the evidence of a living faith? "Now faith is
the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen."
You cannot look into the Register, you say. Yes, but you can.
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Faith looks at the things which are not seen. The spiritual eye
sees spiritual and eternal things revealed in the Word of God to
all believers. "And this is the record, that God hath given us
eternal life. And this life is in His Son." Union with Christ is
eternal life. "These things," says St. John, "have I written unto
you that believe on the Name of the Son of God that ye may know
that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the Name of
the Son of God." If you have faith, it is because your name is in
the Register.

Again, are you mortifying the flesh? St. Paul exhorted the
Colossians, who sought those things which are above, and who set
their affections upon them to mortify their members which are upon
the earth. They were to aim a death blow at the deeds of the old
man. "If ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body,
ye shall live." Self-denial and the crucifixion of the old man, are
accompaniments of the Christian's conflict. "They that are
Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we
live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit." Is it really so?
Then your name is in the Register.

Again, are you walking with Jesus? This implies communion
and fellowship with Him. On the day of our Lord's resurrection,
two of His disciples went to Emmaus. And as they were talking
together about what had happened, a certain stranger joined them,
but they knew not that it was Jesus, for their eyes were holden.
When the disciples had told their story, the stranger expounded
unto them the Scriptures concerning Christ. The stranger went
with them to tarry with them, and whilst He sat at meat with them,
their eyes were opened, and they knew that it was Jesus; and He
vanished out of their sight. What did the disciples think about this
walk and talk with Him? They have told us, saying, " Did not our
heart burn within us, while He talked with us by the way, and
while He opened to us the Scriptures?" Jesus Christ was a fire
shut up in their hearts. They felt the warmth and heat of His
Divine presence. It is in communion with Jesus, that the soul
takes fire. The heart becomes hot within, and while musing the
fire burns, and then the tongue speaks to the praise and glory of
Covenant Grace. Has your heart been set on fire? If so, it is
because your name is in the Heavenly Register.

The last passage which I shall quote before leaving our subject
with you is in the 3rd of Malachi. "Then they that feared the
Lord spake often one to another." Their conversation would be
such as the world would not care about, but it is said, "And the
Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was writ
ten before Him for them that feared the Lord and that thought upon
His Name," or like those in the days of Nehemiah, who had a
desire to fear His Name. The Lord has a perfect knowledge of all
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His saints, and of all their needs: Hence, they are encouraged to
cast all their care upon Him, for He careth for them. There are
those of the Lord's flock who fear Him and who can express them
selves with strong assurance. There are others who tremblingly
say, that they have a desire to, fear Him. And then there are others
who think upon His Name, but are afraid to speak. Now, how
,does the promise run? "And they "-the fearers, the desirers, and
the thinkers-" shall be Mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day
when I make up My jewels "-My hid treasure; "and I will spare
them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him." What
loving kindness! What pity! What compassion! What abound
ing grace! May the God of all comfort, by His eternal Spirit,
help us to realise in our own souls these blessed truth5 for Jesus
Christ's sake! Amen! and Amen!!

" When I can read my title clear
To mansions in the skies,

I bid farewell to every fear,
And wipe my weeping eyes.

" Should earth against my soul engage,
And hellish darts be hurled,

Then I can smile at Satan's rage,
And face a frowning world.

" I,et cares like a wild deluge come
And storms of sorrow fall,

May I but safely reach my home,
M y God, my heaven, my all !

"There shall I bathe my weary soul
In seas of heavenly rest,

And not a wave of trouble roll
Across my peaceful breast! "

lsaac Watts, 1709.

Copied and sent by a Correspondent.

OUR FATHER-GOD

The Hand that moves the shifting scene
Plans what shall be, as what has been;
That hand is His-i t holds thee still;
Calmly submit, and trust His will.

Trust all to I-Em, thine every care;
Each burden cast on Him in prayer;
He will give peace, calm every storm,
And all things for His own perform.
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~rotef5tant JJ5eacon.
A CHAMPION OF THE DOCTRINES OF GRACE

JOHN GILL (1697-1771).

JOHN GILL was born at Kettering, Northants., on November 23rd,
1697. His father, Edward Gill, first became a member of the
dissenting congregation in Kettering, then consisting of Presby
terians, Independents, and Baptists. The latter formed themselves
into a distinct church of the Particular Baptist denomination. Mr.
Edward Gill was one of their number, and was chosen to the office
of deacon among them, and was well reported of for his grace,
piety, and holy conversation.

I.-FILLED WITH JOY AND PEACE IN BELIEVING.
From his early childhood, John Gill, the subject of this brief

memoir, had slight convictions of the evil of sin, and occasional
thoughts of a future state. His impressions, however, were super
ficial and temporary, until he was about twelve years of age, when
the operations of his mind became more serious, especially after
hearing a sermon preached from Gen. 3 : 9, " And the Lord called
unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? "

Now he began to see more clearly the depravity of his nature,
the exceeding sinfulness of sin, his need of the Saviour, and of a
better righteousness than his own, even the righteousness of Christ,
to be received by faith. Shortly afterwards he was favoured with a
comfortable persuasion of interest in Him, through the application
of several exceedingly great and precious promises to his heart, by
the blessed Spirit of God. It was, moreover, his happy lot, in those
days, to have his mind irradiated with the light and knowledge of
the Evangelical doctrines, under the ministry of several gospel
preachers, in those parts of the country, whom, at times, he had the
opportunity of hearing. And, as these sublime truths came to him,
not in word only, but in power, and also in the Holy Ghost, and
in much assurance, he felt himself free from the bondage of the law,
as a covenant of works, and was filled with joy and peace in
believing.

On the 1st November, 1716, John Gill made a public profession
of his faith in Christ, declaring satisfactorily to the church the
dealings of God with his soul. His first sermon was preached at
Kettering, from the text, "For I determined not to know anything
among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified" (1 Cor. 2: 2).
Soon after this, he removed to Higham Ferrers, and at the same
time, frequently preached to the church at Kettering. Yet his stay
at Higham Ferrers was of short duration, for, in the beginning of the
year '1719, the church at Horsly Down, Southwark, having lost by
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death their pastor, Benjamin Stinton, son-in-law of Benjamin Keach,.
some of the members, hearing of John Gill, invited him to visit
them and preach there. He was invited to the pastoral office of
the church, and accepted the call.
JI.-ARMINIANISM THE ROOT OF POPERY.

One of John Gill's works, « The Cause of God and Truth," was;
published at a time when the nation was generally alarmed at the
growth of Popery; and several eminent ministers of the gospel were
engaged in exposing some of its unscriptural tenets; but Gill was of
the opinion that the increase of Popery was largely due to th~

growth of Pelagianism, Arminianism, and other rational schemes,
contrary to divine revelation, then being propagated. As written
in the preface to « The Cause of God and Truth "-" iIllStead of
lopping off the BRANCHES of Popery, the axe should be laid to the
ROOT of the tree: Arminianism and Pelagianism, which are the very
life and soul of Popery."

Today is also a time of widespread departure from the "old
paths," and many are prepared to accept any substitute in place of
the Lord's everlasting covenant, and so Arminianism, which was
planted as a drug in this country by the Jesuits, has drugged many
to a deadly stupor. As Dean Goode wrote in " Rome's Tactics/"
quoting Jesuits: "Now we have planted that sovereign drug,
Arminianism, which, we hope, will purge the Protestants from their
heresy: and it f10urisheth and bears fruit in due season."

A portrait of John Gill, from which published portraits have been
engraved, represents him after an interview with an Arminian
gentleman, turning up his nose in a most expressive manner, as if
he could not endure even the smell of free-will. The smell of free
will has certainly asphyxiated many today!
m.-M!NISTRY AT CARTER LANE, SOUTHWARK.

In the year 1757 the church under his care erected a new meeting
house for him in Carter Lane, St. Olave's Street, near London
Bridge, which he opened 9th October, preaching two sermons on
Exod. 20: 24. In one of these, discourses is this paragraph: "As:
wc have now opened a new place of worship, we enter upon iti

recording the name of the Lord, by preaching the doctrines of the
grace of God, and of free and full salvation alone, by Jesus Christ;
and by the administration of gospel ordinances, as they have been
delivered to us.... , What doctrines may be taught in this pb.f'i'
after I am gone, is not for me to know; but, as for my own part, r
am at a point; I am determined, and have been long ago, what to'
make the subject of my ministry. It is now upwards of forty years
since I entered into the arduous work; and the first sermon I ever
preached was from those words of the apostle, 'For I am determined
not to lmow :any~hing among you, ..save Jesus Ch.st, and Him
crucified '; and, through the grace of God, I hav~ been enabled, in
llOllle good measure, to abide by the same resolution hitherto, as-
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L

many of you here are my witnesses;; and, I hope, through divine
assis~ance, I ever shall, as long as I am in this tabernacle, and
engaged in such a work. I am not afraid of the reproaches of man;
I have been inured to these, from my youth upwards; none of these
things move me."

In 17G9 he published" A Body of Doctrinal Divinity." Here his
very heart appears, while he states, maintains, and defends, the
Truth as it is in Jesus. In 1770 he published" A Body of Practical
Divinity." Two extracts are given from this great work ;-

OF ELECT/ON.-First, to observe the phrases by which it is
expressed in Scripture, whereby may be learnt what is the true
meaning of the words ELECTION and ELECT, as used in scripture
with respect to this doctrine. It is expressed by being ordained
to l:ternal life, Acts 13; 48, " As many as were ordained to
eternal life believed"; by which ordination is meant no other
than the predestination, choice, and appointment of men to
everlasting life and salvation by Jesus Christ; and from whence
it appears that this is of particular persons, of some and not
all, though many; that it is not to temporary privileges and
enjoyments, but to grace and glory; and that faith is not the
cause, but the sure and certanin fruit and effect of it; and that
hoth eternal life through Christ, and believing in Him, are
infallibly secured by this act of grace. . . .. This act of God
is also expressed by the NAMES of persons being WRITTEN IN

HEi\ VEN, and in the book of life, called, the Lamb's book of
life; because His name stands first in it, was present at the
writing of it, and is concerned in that eternal life which it has
respect unto (Luke 10; 20, Heb. 12: 22, PhiI. 4: 3, Rev.
13 : 8). All which shews that it is an act of God in heaven,
and respects the happiness of men there; is of particular per
SOlls, whose names are in a special manner known of God,
and as distinct from others; and is sure and certain, and will
abide. But the more common phrases used concerning it, are
those of being CHOSEN and ELECTED; hence the objects of it are
called God's elect and the election; that is, persons elected
(Eph. 1 : 4, 2 Thess. 2: 13, Rom. 8: 33 and 11 : 7), which
clearly imply, that only some, and not all men, are the objects
of it; "I speak not of you all," says Christ, " I know whom
I have chosen" (John 13: 18); not all, but some of you;
where all are taken, whether persons or things, no choice is
made; if some are chosen, others are not, but left; and in this
case the number chosen is but few; " Many are called, but few
chosen" (Matt. 20 :16); hence those that are chosen are
called "a remnant according to the election of grace," and
those that are not chosen, "the rest" that are left (Rom.
11 : 5, 7).
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OF THE PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTs.-The saints' final
perseverance in grace to glory, and security from ruin and
destruction, may be concluded from the love of Christ to
them, His interest in them, and theirs in Him. Christ's love
to them was from everlasting, His delights were with those
sons of men before the world was, and from it nothing can
separate them; "having loved His own, which were in the
world, He loves them to the end" (John 13: 1), to the end
of their lives, and to all eternity; and therefore they can
never perish. And they are not only the objects of His love,
dear unto Him, but they are His CARE and CHARGE, who are
committed to Him to be kept by Him; and He has undertaken
the care of them, has eternal life to give them, and does give
it to them, and they shall never perish, but have it; yea, they
have it already, a right unto it and earnest of it; and as they
are His Father's GIFT to Him, to be preserved by Him, so
they are the PURCHASE of His blood, the flock He has pur
chased with it, and He will not lose one of them; should He,
so far would His blood be shed for nought, and His death
be in vain. They are MEMBERS of His body, and can never
be separated from it; should they, even the least member of
them, His body, the church, would not be "the fulness of
Him that filleth all in all "; if anyone member in a natural
body should be wanting, even the least, it would not be a
complete body; and this would be the case of Christ's mystical
body, should any member in it perish; but as sure as Christ
the Head lives, so sure shall every member of His body live
also, and never die.

IV.-THE GLORY OF THE CHURCH IN THE LATTER DAY.

The following are extracts from a sermon preached in 1752, on
'" The Glory of the Church in the Latter Day" :-

" Glorious things are spoken of thee, 0 city of God" (Psalm
87 : 3). There are many glorious things which have been
spoken of the church, which have been fulfilled already, in
the first times of the gospel; when there was an increase of it
in Judea, and in the Gentile world; when the gospel was
spread, when the apostles triumphed in Christ, and diffused
the favour of His knowledge in every place; when Christ went
forth in their ministry, conquering and to conquer; when
paganism was demolished, and Christianity established
throughout the Roman empire; and so likewise many glorious
things spoken of the church were accomplished at the time of
the Reformation from Popery; but my intention is to give an
account of the glorious things spoken of it, which yet remain
to be fulfilled. . . .. The destruction of Antichrist will be

-'



238 The Gospel Magazine

by the Spirit of Christ's" mouth," and the" brightness of His
coming" (2 Thess. 2 : 8), that is, by His coming in a spiritual
way, or through the word of His mouth, His gospel attended
by His Spirit and power; which will shine out with so much
lustre, splendour, light, and glory, as will chase away the
darkness of Popery, and enlighten the minds of people, to see
into all the fopperies, absurdities, and wickedness of that reli
gion, and cause them to cast it off: yea, even to open the eyes
of the kings and princes of the earth, to behold and loathe
the abominations of Rome; and fill them with wrath and
indignation against her, as to hate her, make her bare and
desolate, and burn her with fire. . . . .. The seventh vial
(Rev. 16: 17) will be poured out upon the air, the whole
kingdom of Satan, in all the branches of it, who is the
prince of the power of the air; and this vial will clear the
whole world of all the remains of Christ's enemies, Pagan,
Papal, or Mohammedan, which the other vials left, or did
not reach; and now will Christ's kingdom be in its full glory
Now the Heathens, Papists, Pagans, and Mohammedans, will
perish out of this land, and these sorts of sinners will be
consumed out of the earth, and such wicked ones will be no
morc. . . .. As soon as these things will take place, nay, as
soon as you hear of those seven plagues, immediately you hear
of persons on a sea of glass, triumphing over Antichrist, having
the harps of God, and singing the song of Moses and the
Lamb; and no sooner is it said, that" Babylon is fallen," but
voices are heard in heaven, ascribing salvation, glory, honour,
and power to God, for His judgments on the great whore;
declaring that the Lord God omnipotent reigneth; that the
marriage of the Lamb is come, and His bride made ready;
and proclaiming them happy that are called to the marriage
supper of the Lamb, all which respect the spiritual reign of
Christ, now introduced by the ruin of Antichrist.

V.-DEPENDENCE UPON THE FREE GRACE OF GOD.

I n his latter days, John Gill expressed himself thus to a relative:

" I depend wholly and alone upon the free, sovereign, el;er
nal, unchangeable, love of God, the firm and everlasting
of grace, and my interest in the persons of the Trinity, for my
whole salvation; and not upon any righteousness of my own;
nor in anything in me, or done by me under the influence of
the Holy Spirit"; and then, further confirming what he had
said, "Not upon any services of mine, which I have been
assisted to perform for the good of the church, but upon my
interest in the Persons of the Trinity; the free grace of God,
and the blessings of grace streaming to me through the blood
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and righteousness of Christ, as the ground of my hope. These
are no new things to me, but what I have been long acquainted
with; what I can live and die by. J apprehend I shall not be
long here, but this you may tell to any of my friends."

H anything could detain him from the study, it was the conJ

versation of such a friend as A. M. Toplady. They agreed in
almost every point of theology. Persons of his talents always
afforded him relaxation. John Gill would seldom converse on
trifles; but, touch the string of prophecy-the calling of the Jews
the latter day glory-or, introduce any interesting question on
Christian experience, he was engaged at once, and out of the
abundance of the knowledge and grace, treasured in his heart, his
mouth spake freely.

Jn conclusion of this brief memoir, we will quote extracts from
raragraphs, written by A. M. Toplady:-

" Perhaps, no man, since the days of St. Austin, has written
so largely, in defence of the system of GRACE; and, certainly,
no man has treated that momentous subject, in all its branches,
more closely, judiciously, and successfully .... who, so far as
the distinguishing doctrines of the gospel are concerned, never
besieged an error, which he did not force from its strongholds;
nor ever encountered an adversary, whom he did not baffle
and subdue. . .. Himself, no less than his writings, demon~

strated, that the Doctrine of Grace does not lead to licentious~

ness. Those who had the honour and happiness of being
admitted into the number of his friends can go still further in
their testimony. They know, that his moral demeanour was
more than blameless; it was, from first to last, consistently
exemplary. And, indeed, an undeviating consistency, both in
his views of evangelical truths, and in his obedience, as a
servant of God, was one of those qualities, by which his cast
of character was eminently marked. He was ,in every respect,
a burning and a shining light-burning with love to God, to
Truth, and to souls-shining, as ' an example to believers, in
word, in faith, in purity'; a pattern of good works, and a
model of all holy conversation and godliness. . .. May the
readers of this inadequate sketch, together with him, who
(though of a very different denomination from the Doctor) pay
this last an unexaggerated tribute of justice to the honoured
memory of so excellent a person, participate, on earth, and
everlastingly celebrate in heaven, that sovereign Grace, which
its departed champion so largely experienced-to which he
was so distinguished an ornament-and of which he was so
able a defender."

F.e.
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FOREIGN AID COMMITTEE NOTES

1-

IN SPAIN.

Here is a little list compiled by our Spanish friend, Jose Bataller :
8th Selltember, 1953.-The civil governor of Zaragoza prohibited

the singing of hymns in a private house where several persons met
because their chapel was closed.

September, 1953.-Miss Manolita Navarro was jailed for teach
ing some children who were playing in the streets.

November, 1953.-The removal of a congregation from onc street
to another was forbidden by the Authorities.

2nd December, 1953.-Pastor Francisco Fernandez, who has been
fined several times, was roused at three o'clock in the morning by
the police, to witness the police seal his chapel in Madrid.

December, 1953.-Mr. and Mrs. Aerni, Swiss missionaries, were
expelled from Spain; police escorting them to the French frontier.

15th December, 1953.-Pastor Aurelio del Campo fined in
Navarres, compelled to move with family to Valencia. Unable to
pay the fines, he was jailed for 15 days-for preaching the Gospel!

February, 1954.-Some Protestant Bibles discovered in a book
shop cellar were duly destroyed.

9th February, 1954.-Pastor Manual Diaz expelled from Tetuan,
and warned (by letter) not to return.

24th April, 1954.-Mr. and Mrs. Nils Eric Forsberg, Swedish
missionaries, requested to leave Madrid within 24 hours.

M ay, 1954.-American missionary, Mr. Hugo Jeter, with wife
and five children, served with notice of immediate expulsion from
Madrid.

IN ENGLAND.

Here in our own land, we would bring to our friends'. notice of
what may become (unless averted) a dangerous precedent. A new
modern R.C. school is to be built at Dewsbury, Yorks.; and the
plans have been amended to include the building of a chapel; the
local Education Committee is now awaiting the decision of the
Ministry of Education. The plan adds about 10 feet to the
assembly hall. The cost of this new secondary school falls on
the taxpayer to the extent of 75 per cent.

The National Education Association points out that the real
purpose of the scheme is to provide a place of worship for Sunday
congregations, because the school will be near a new building estate.
There is no need for separate chapels for schools, nor does the
Education Act of 1944 make any provision for such buildings.
It is much to be deplored that only one member of the Committee
opposed the scheme out of approximately 36 members. Another
four R.C.s were elected to the Council last May as Labour members.

ALBERT T. TAsKF.R.

Rest Haven, Danbury, Chelmsford, Essex. July, 1954.
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FOR CONSCIENCE SAKE

MANY year~ ago Will Anderson and his wife, Elspeth, were living
in their comfortable home on the banks of the Forth. Will, an
engineer by profession, was earning good wages at a foundry, and
the six children were being well educated. The eldest boy was
already studying for the ministry in Glasgow; the two girls and
three other boys were of school age.

I t was a happy family, for Will and Elspeth were keen Christians,
entirely of one mind in the Lord. When the parents are united
in loving and serving God, the children have an unconscious sense
of safety and security, which leads to a peaceful atmosphere. This
was certainly the case in the Anderson family.

Will had been brought up among the Seceders, and was apt to
be despised by people around because he did not worship with the
National Kirk. But in his own church he was an elder, greatly
respected by all who met there. Sunday (or Sabbath as they
always called it) was always a good day for the whole family.
They looked upon the hours of Sunday as belonging to God, and
the whole day was set apart for worship and for holy things.

One Saturday evening, after a week of hard work, Will Anderson
came home in time for evening worship with the family. When the
young ones had alI gone off to bed, Will sat down by the fire with
his wife for their usual chat about the day's happenings. There had
been a breakdown of machinery that day, Will told Elspeth; and
the manag'er had given orders that all the men must come and work
alI Saturday night and all Sunday, to get things righted by Monday.
Sunday work up to now had been unknown at the foundry, and
Will had at once refused to work, saying that he would have nothing
to do with profaning the Sabbath. But nobody else had protested,
and Will was feeling alone and depressed. Elspeth's courage
cheered him at once-of course, he could not for a moment think
of such a thing, she said; how could they possibly expect the blessing
of God to remain with them, if they disobeyed His plain command,
and did not remember the Sabbath Day, to keep it holy?

The two were talking things over by the fireside about ten o'clock
that Saturday, when they were surprised by a knock at the door.
It was a messenger from the works, who had been sent by the
manager to demand Will's immediate return, to superintend the
repairs. "And if you don't come at once," said the messenger,
"the boss says you'lI be sacked straight away."

Anderson was amazed and indignant. He had already explained
that it was impossible for him to go against his conscience, and
do what he knew to be wrong. Now it appeared that the manager



242 The Gospel Maga:r.£ne

I

11

thought that he would yield to a threat of dismissal. Some men
might have asked for time to think and pray; but why ask counsef
of God about a plain duty? Will did not hesitate a moment. "Ten
the manager I'm not going to break the law of God for any earthly
master! " said Will; "I can't come at all tomorrow."

Much disturbed, Will came back to tell his wife what had hap
pened. But they had hardly settled down again before the manager
himself arrived. "Look here, Anderson," said he, "you've just got
to come back. We can't possibly get on without your help." He
went on to say that Anderson was the only man who fully under
stood the machinery, and that, if he did not come, they would have
to get an expert from Glasgow. He pleaded and coaxed, urging
@very argument upon the engineer-how he would be sure to get
adv;1ncement by putting himself out [or the firm, how great the loss'
and inconvenience would be to the works if he did not oblige.

Will had only one answer. He told the manager that he regarded
the hours of the Sabbath Day as belonging entirely to the Lord, and
nothing would induce him to forget the holiness of the Lord's Day.
He thought that the repairs could well wait till Monday. "I'll be
there before one o'clock on Monday morning, if you like," said
Will, "bllt not tomorrow."

At this the manager lost his temper, called him a fool and a bigot,
and then and there dismissed him from the firm. Then he went off
in a fury.

It was only after the manager had gone that the husband and wife
began to realise what the blow meant. Under God's blessing, they
had been so comfortable and prosperous, that they had had no
anxiety as to the future. And now ruin was staring them in the
face!

During the interview Elspeth had not said a word, but she was
there all through, and had listened with rising excitement and in
di,L~nation. Now her feelings would scarcely let her speak; but with
tears overflowing she drew near to her husband to comfort him, and
to praise h.im for his faithfulness. The two knelt together, and
commended their cause and their children to their faithful God.
Then nt last they lay down to rest.

Meanwhile the children knew nothing of what had happened.
Sunday bcgan as usual with the cheerful psalm of praise at morning
worship in the home. Nobody ever spoke of earthly cares and
occupations on Sunday, so the parents held their peace. All the'
family went to the kirk as usual morning and evening, and spent a
happy afternoon in Bible studies and questions. I wonder how Wilf
and Elspeth felt that night at bedtime? Their minds were stayed
on the God" Who keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love
Him"; but they expected a time of much trial, and they longed to
submit to His will in all things.
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Just as one o'clock was striking, the quiet household was roused
by loud knocking at the door. It was the manager again, but in
the humblest of moods! Would Mr. Anderson please be so good
as to come hack at once, now that Sunday was over? The firm
had sent apologies, and assurances to Will that no work would ever
again be expected on Sunday. The manager explained that after
the men had spent some tours trying in vain to deal with the faulty
machine, he had sent them home, with orders to return at one
o'clock on Monday morning.

Of course, Will dressed rapidly, and rushed off. In no time
he had supplied the necessary clue, the machines were repaired, and
work wcnt on as usual. I expect Elspeth lay awake after he had
gone, full of thankfulness and praise to God. How joyfully she
would tell the family what had happened! It must have been a
happy rctllrn that night, when Will came home, tired out, but
ready to lead the family thanksgiving.

1'llIIs thl' Lord once more fulfilled His promise in the sight of
;tll men, "Them that honour Me, I will honour." Not that He
always allows His children to escape suffering for His Name's sake,
for some arc called to endure great hardship and contempt. But
lie never fails to fulfil that promise, and whether the honour comes
in this world or the ncxt, His Word is always true, and can never
fail. DAMARIS.

SCRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 7.

The whole is a word describing how wicked the heart is.

J. Zelophehad had fivc of these.
'2. A prophet in captivity.
3. Mac.!r on the fourth day of Creation.
4. He had four daughters.
5. He brought up his sons badly.
6. Hcr nurse's name was Deborah.
7. Murdered by his brother.
~L PaId wrote two letters to them.
9. He fell asleep during a sermon.

10. Describes the sheep whom the Shepherd seeks and finds.
11. Christ's is easy.

SOLUTION TO No. 6.

The whole is: "Where art thou?" (Genesis 3 : 9).
1. Wife (Proverbs 19: 14). 7. Remember (Exodus 20: 8).
'2. Haman (Esther 3 : 10). 8. Tongue (lames 3 : 8).
3. Emerald (Rev. 21: 19). 9. Tyrannus (Acts 19: 9).
4. Rend (loel 2 : 13). 10. Havock (Acts 8: 3).
5. Ephraim (Genesis 48: 5). 11. Orion (Job 9: 9).
16. Athaliah (2 Chron. 24: 7). 12. Ur (Genesis 11 : 28).
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illenie\tl
ARMINIANISM IN SCOTLAND

THE aim of the booklet" The Resurgence of Arminianism," written
by the Rev. Kenneth A. Macrae, M.A., of Stornoway (Island of
Lewis), is to make a contribution to the continuance of pure doctrine
and the testimony of the Scottish Reformation in the Highlands and
Islands of Scotland. "Calvinistic theology has long been associated
with Scotland where, by preachers and people alike, it has been
accepted without question as being true to the teaching of the
Word of God" (p. 1).

Because of this Mr. Macrae sounds a much-needed warning note
as to the infiltration of Arminianism. He first (pp. 1-12) gives a
valuable Scriptural criticism of the chief teachings of Arminianism. :
(1) the assertion of the universal efficacy of the death of Christ as
constituting an atonement for the sins of every man; (2) the rejection
of predestination; (3) the denial of man's total depravity; (4) the
view of saving faith as the decision of man; (5) the denial of the
final perseverance of the saints. On the question of saving faith
Mr. Macrae writes:

"The full-blown Arminian makes no secret of the fact that
he believes that every man by nature possesses the faculty of
faith, and that it lies entirely with himself as to whether or
not he will exercise it. If he does, he will be saved; if he
does not, he will assuredly perish. The issue is made to
appear perfectly straight. Salvation is in his own hands.
God Himself, according to this teaching, cannot save him so
long as he, the sinner, is unwilling. Hence the appeal so often
heard with Arminian preachers-' Let Christ save you!'
Christ undoubtedly wishes to save, but it is a dogma in the
Arminian theology that the sinner can baulk Him. Hence,
abo, the strenuous efforts of many modern evangelists to get
sinners to come to a 'decision.' To decide for Christ is the
act which, according to their view, brings the sinner into
salvation and constitutes his conversion" (p. 7).

On this Mr. Macrae comments that a certain amount of lip-service
may be paid to the necessity of the work of the Holy Spirit, but, in
actual fact, His vitalising and energising activitiy is denied. Thus
conversion is not the work of the Holy Spirit, but that of the
individual concerned. "Until he makes that great decision he is
t()ld that the Holy Spirit is powerless to bring him over from death
unto life." Mr. Macrae shows that saving faith is the sovereign
gift of God (Eph. 2: 8).

He writes (page 8) :
" Instead of Christ having to wait upon the consent of the

sinner-as per Arminianism-He maketh through the Holy

I
,~'----~-----_.
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Spirit a willing people in the day of His power (Psalm 110 : 3).
Consequently, the credit for the bestowal of life upon a soul
h~therto dead in sin must pertain to God alone. For this
Calvinism gives Him all the glory and praises free, sovereign
grace; whereas Arminianism unblushingly lays the crown upon
the brows of the creature. The teachings of Arminianism are,
therefore, distinctly dishonouring to the Holy Spirit."

Ivfr. Macrae next surveys the historical aspect. Seventy years ago
Calvinism was firmly entrenched in the religious life of Scotland.
Then the outcome of the campaigns of Moody and Sankey was a
pronounced swing from the Calvinism which had prevailed. Then
came the division-the Free Church was Calvinistic; the United
Free Church was Arminian. Mr. Macrae traces the events in a
most interesting, telling, and helpful way.

Towards the close of the booklet he writes of the Faith Mission
and the Lewis Revival. He does not wish to concern himself with
individuals or personalities, but with principles. He challenges the
representations made of the materialistic condition of the island
prior to 1849:

" Instead of being notorious for its irreligion and ungodliness,
the island of Lewis, despite all its shortcomings-and these
were neither few nor small-in 1949, and for many a day
before, was one of the brightest spots in Scotland, so far as
vital godliness was concerned."

In the Free Church of Stornoway in 1949-unchanged today-the
central weekly prayer meeting averaged 200-250. On the Saturday
evening prayer meeting of the communion one could always look
for an attendance of 800-1000. Also) Stornoway but reflects the
state of the island as a whole.

Friends who wish to read Mr. Macrae's valuable warning as to the
dangers in the revival of Arminian teachings in Scotland can do so
by reading the pamphlet: "The Resurgence of Arminianism." By
the Rev. Kenneth A. Macrae, M.A., Stornoway. 1/6 (postage 3d.).

" God moves man's will in conversion, effectually, not leaving it
to the sinner's choice whether he shall obey or disobey. We must
therefore reject an oft-repeated saying of Chrysostom: 'He w'
is drawn by God is willingly drawn'; by which he implies that God
waits with outsretched hand to see whether we care to receive His
help or not. The apostle does not say that the grace of a renewed
will is offered to us on condition that we accept it, but that the
will itself is wrought by God in us; that is to say, that the Lord
by His Spirit directs, bends, regulates our heart, and reigns in it as
in His own kingdom."-Calvin, page 89 in "Instruction in
Christianity, by John Calvin: An abbreviated edition of "The
Institutes of the Christian Religion" (newly translated from the
Latin into simple modern English by Joseph Piu Wiles, M.A.,
1920).
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"THE OTHER ELAM"

SOME few years ago I noticed, among one of the lists of names in
the Old Testament, mention of « the other Elam." Elam's name
had already appeared; now it was "the other Elam."

Since then I have, ever and anon, wondered in which list it had
a place. I knew it was not among the names given by Matthew
or Luke, and Cruden threw no light (so I thought, but that was my
fault, not his). I scanned all the lists between Genesis and the
Psalms, but found it not. I had not looked diligently enough.

The woman in the Parable (dear friend to many of us)
« searched diligently" until she found her piece of silver looking
in all possible places (and looking to Him, we hope, with Whom
there are no impossible places). I was once told of a poor saint
who found a ten shilling note amongst the ashes under her grate
four days after she lost it. It is to be noticed that, in connection
with looking for things, or following up enquiries, how often
diligence is enjoined.

Asaph, in Psalm 77, tossed with conflict and crying to his God,
saie!: "My spirit made diligent search." He needed comfort, de
liverance, salvation, solid help. Would the Lord cast off for ever?
He searched the past, the histories of Israel's patriarchs, all that
was told of what God had done for his fathers. He searched the
promises-were they exhausted? He searched his own experience
-truly the Lord had been favourable to him in the tenderest mercy;
Cod had turned his night to day. Then Asaph was given to see
that it was his « own infirmity n (sympathetic word) that made him
doubt and fear that sorrow must be his lot for ever. Now he felt:
" J will remember the years of the right hand of the Most High";
and there" the diligent soul was made fat."

To return to Elam, first and second. He lately returned to my
rnemory (or it did: it seems that a tJlace as well as a man went by
the name), and I resumed the search for it, still under the delusion
that it is not in Cruden. I casually opened the Bible, or so to speak,
it opened" of its own accord." It opened at Ezra 1 and 2. The
:'econd chapter c011sis ts of names; I read down to verse 7: "The
children of Elam, a thousand two hundred fifty and three." I felt
like Elie7:er of Damascus, wondering at the work of the Lord. I
might, if asked how I found it so quickly, have replied with more
truth than Jacob did: "Because the Lord thy God brought it to
me." Astonishing kindness: "Why have I found grace in Thy
sight," why should He come to the very place and find for me
« the other Elam n?

I am sure there is meaning or purpose in every word of God.
Both Elams returned from Babylon equally accompanied by their
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t:hildren and possessions. The Lord sent forth His. disciples two
by two, and down the ages He has done the same thing. But,
whether or not, "the other Elam " has been to me a "means of
grace," and maybe he will find some other friend as well.

FOLLOWER-ON.

QtorreGponbence

PRESENT-DAY EVANGELISTIC EFFORTS

July 16th, 1954.
Sir,-In the expressions of view, both within and without your

columns, upon the subject of present-day Evangelistic effort, it
would seem that there is a tendency to limit the consideration of
these movements to the proceedings at Harringay. In degree, the
features and the spirit of Dr. Graham's Crusade are definitely with
us in other connections, and these things are of a character which
the true conservative outlook cannot accept, wherever they are
found.

It is not denied that the need for the work of the Holy Ghost
has been set forth at the recent Crusade; but the question arises
what is the real value of these statements, when, in the mighty issues
of salvation, the soul is invited to " make a decision for Christ" and
given to understand that herein lies the determining factor of its
<eternal welfare. Such was the burden of Dr. Graham's parting
words at the great closing meeting at Wembley Stadium: "Thf'
choice was urgent," he said, " and had to be made within the lonely
arena of the soul."

At his departure from the Continent for his home-land, the final
reference seems to have been to the number of recorded" decisions."

In these days of tendency to find an accommodation for the
various theological outlooks, it is most needful that the Free Grace
attitude should be clear in its definition and witness; and Calvinism
must, therefore, record its dissent to the doctrine of the soul's
" decision" in the matter of salvation, which has been so strongly
promulgated.

These things can have no place in, nor agreement with, the'
doctrine of Christ, Who plainly taught His disciples" Ye have not
chosen Me, but I have chosen you." Only as souls are quickened
(from the dead) can there be any activity in spiritual things, which
makes the suggestion of " choice" on the part of the creature as to
salvation and newness of life illogical.

Let the Gospel of the Grace of God by Christ Jesus, in its fulness
and purity, be preached to ruined sinners unto earth's farthest
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coasts. That Word, as it is applied by, the Holy Ghost, "the Lord
and Giver of Life," will not be returned void, but shall accomplish
that which Jehovah doth please and shall prosper in the thing
whereto He doth send it (Isaiah 55: 11). What a glorious impetus
for the preaching of the Gospel of God's salvation!

Yours very sincerely,
H. H. BARTLETT..

[This subject is now closed for correspondence.-Editor.]

AN OCTOGENARIAN'S LETTER

Lincs. June 30th, 1954.
Sir,-A few of us were singing a few verses of that wonderful

hymn by Cousins, Rutherford's last words, "Emmanuefs Land,"
when my thoughts flew to Quarles on Canticles 2: 16: "My
Beloved is mine, and I am His."

Upon arising this morning the text came to mind, and kept
repeating itself: "And thou becomest Mine.'·' Soon after I went
to Ezekiel 16, and I found the reason why I became His: "Now
when I passed by thee, and looked upon thee, behold, thy time
was the time of love; and I spread my skirt over thee, and covered
thy nakedness; yea, I sware unto thee, and entered into a covenant
with thee, saith the Lord, and thou becamest Mine" (Ezekiel 16: 8);
then was I "washed," "anointed," "clothed," "shod," "girded,"
"covered," "decked" with" ornaments," "bracelets," "a chain,"
"jewels," "earrings," "a crown," "decked with gold and silver,
raiment of fine linen, fed with fine flour and honey, and oil, and
thou wast exceeding beautiful "-What a transformation from what
I was before! See verses two to five-entirely "polluted" and
helpless; but oh! those precious words, twice repeated, " I said unto
thee, Live "-" I am the resurrection and the Life: he that be
lieveth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he live, and who
soever liveth, and believeth in Me shall never die" (John
11 : 25, 26). "My Beloved is mine ,and I am His": I am His by
gift. He gives Eternal Life to as many as the Father hath " given"
Him. I am His by " purchase "-He bought me with His own
heart's blood. I am His by " conquest "-He made me willing in
the day of His power, and all the natural enmity was slain. When
He told me : "I have loved thee with an everlasting love; therefore
with loving-kindness have I drawn thee "-who could but love Him,
and long to know Him more and more and love Him better?

I was so overwhelmed with the words, "and thou becamest
Mine," I thought to try and" show forth His praise"-but it is a
poor feeble effort; forgive mistakes; the outward man perisheth
but the inward man is renewed day by day. "I shall be satisfied
when I awake in His likeness."
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I have enjoyed reading the Gospel Magadne; may it be used
more and more for His glory, and the comforting, and building up,
of writers and readers.

And God bless the Editor.
Yours in covenant love,

We quote one verse of Francis Quarles (1592-1644):
I f all those glitt'ring monarchs, that command
The servile quarters of this earthly ball,
Should tender, in exchange, their shares of land,
1 would not change my fortunes for them all;
Their wealth is but a counter to my coin,
The world's but theirs, but my Beloved's mine.

~i!3'ccllaneou!3' ~aperG

S1'. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL

In the September issue, 1953, we wrote that the future of St.
Mary-le-Port Church and congregation was about to be decided in
the re-organisation of the City churches of Bristol, and we sought
the prayers of the many friends who recalled and valued the
witness of the Church and its former Rectors.

Then, in the December issue, 1953, in view of a published plan
to unite the benefice and parish of St. Mary-Ie-Port with the bene
fices of St. Stephen's. St. Nicholas, and Christ Church, we again
asked for the prayerful remembrance of lovers of the Doctrines of
Grace.

We are now very thankful to God to be able to inform our readers
that in new" draft proposals," the continuance of St. Mary-Ie-Port
congregation is being provided for. The proposal is that there
be a " united benefice and parish of St. John the Baptist with St.
Mary-le-Port," the incumbent of St. Mary-Ie-Port to be designated
the first incumbent of the united benefice and the patronage of the
united benefice to be exercised by the patrons of the present benefice
of St. Mary-le-Port.

For this proposal we are most thankful to God, and we pray that
it may in due time be put into effect. We thank our readers for
their prayers and many kind messages, and seek the continuance
of prayer for God's over-ruling Hand in all things to His glory.

It may be of interest to mention that the Church of St. John the
Baptist (the Church-over-the-Arch), Bristol, has connections with
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George Whitefield. Ordained at Gloucester on June 20th, 1736,
at the early age of 21, Whitefield, about to embark for Georgia, had
visited his relatives in Bristol in January, 1737, to take leave of
them. He wrote:

" As it was my constant practice, go where I would, to attend
on the daily public offices of the Church, I went, the Thursday
after my coming, to hear a sermon at St. John's Church.
Whilst the psalm was singing, after the prayers, the minister
came to my seat, and asked me to give the congregation a
sermon. Having my notes about me, I complied. The hearers
seemed startled, and, after sermon, enquiry was made, who
I was?

" The next day there was another lecture at St. Stephen's.
Many crowded thither in expectation of hearing me again.
The lecturer asked me to preach. I again complied; and the
alarm given here was so general, that, on the following Lord'.~

day, many of all denominations were obliged to return from
the churches, where I preached, from want of room. After
wards, I was called by the mayor to preach before him and
the corporation. For some time following, I preached all the
lectures on week-days, and twice on Sundays, besides visiting
the Religious Societies.

" The word, through the mighty power of God, was sharper
than a two-edged sword. The doctrine of the new birth and
justification by faith in Jesus Christ (though I was not so
clear in it as afterwards) made its way like lightning into the
hearers' consciences. The arrows of conviction stuck fast; and
my whole time, between one lecture and another, was wholly
occupied in talking with people under religious concern."

Whitefield was then but newly ordained and only just twenty
two years of age, and Bristol was the second city of the nation.
Whiteficld wrote on February 10th, 1737:

"The whole city seems to be alarmed. Churches are as
full on week-days as they used to be on Sundays, and on
Sundays are so full, that many, very many, are obliged to go
away, because they cannot come in. Oh pray ... that God
would always keep me humble, and fully convinced that I am
nothing without Him, and that all the good which is done
upon earth, God doeth it Himself. Quakers, Baptists, Presby
terians, all come to hear the word preached. Sanctify it, Holy
Father, to Thy own glory and Thy people's good! "

THE GOSPEL ll'IAGAZINE FUND
The Trustees of .. The Gospel Magazine" gmteCully acknowledge the rooeipt

of the following- donalion to the Fund: Mrs. R. A. Collins 10/-.
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1. "Rock of Ages, cleft for me ";

2. "All hail! the power of Jesu's Name."

SOME well-known hymns made their original appearance in the
pages of The Gospel M aga?;.ine, which was first issued in 1766.

Of these the most notable is Top-lady's
"Rock of ages, cleft for me."

In the issue of October, 1775, there was an article, "Life a
Journey," and it was signed (( Minimus >J (a signature of Toplady).
The passage read (p. 474) :

"Yet, if you fall, be humbled; but do not despair. Pray
afresh to God, who is able to raise you up, and to set you
on your feet again. Look to the blood of the covenant, and
S<lY to the Lord from the depth of your heart:

" Rock of ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee!
Foul I to the fountain fly:
Wash me, Saviour, or I die."

" Make those words of the apostle your motto: 'Perplexed,
hut not in despair; cast down, but not destroyed.'''

Then in the issue of March, 1776 (Toplady had become the editor
in December, 1775), the full hymn of four verses was given with the
heading:

" A liviD!! ;lod dyinr~ Prayer for the H olie.<:t Believer in the
World."

The passag-e immediately before this read:

" We Gm only admire and bless the Father, for electing us in
Christ and for laying on Him the iniquities of us all: The Son,
for taking our nature and our debts upon Himself, and for
that complete righteousness and sacrifice, whereby He re
deemed His mystical Israel from all their sins :-and the
co-equal Spirit for causing us (in conversion) to feel our need
of Christ, for inspiring us with faith to embrace Him, for
visiting us with His sweet comolations by shedding abroad
His love in our hearts, for sealing us to the day of Christ, and
for making us to walk in the path of His commandments."

"ALL HAIL r THE POWER OF JESu'S NAME.»

The hymn

"All haif! the power of Jesu's Name"

has a similar his!ory. One verse of it .appeared in the November
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Issue, 1779, of The Gospel Magazine (together with the well-known
tune, " Miles Lane," by Shrubsole).

" All hail! the power of Jesu's Name;
Let angels prostrate fall;

Bring forth the Royal Diadem
To crown Him Lord Of all."

Five months later, in the issue of April, 1780. the full hymn of
eight verses was given.

I t was then printed with the title:

" ON THE RESURRECTION: THE LORD IS KING."

The same title was given when the author's work, "Occasional
Verses, Moral and Sacred," 1785, appeared. But another title was
given to it by George Burder (1752-1832), who is well-known as one
of the founders of the Religious Tract Society. It was: "THE
CORONATION HYMN."

An altered form was given to the hymn by Dr. John Rippon in
1787. He headed it "THE SPIRITUAL CORONATION, Cant. 3: 11."
He also gave titles to each verse:

1. Angels.

2. Martyrs.

3. Converted Jews.

4. Believing Gentiles.

5. Sinners of every Age.

6. Sinners of every Nation.

7. Ourselves.

He omitted verses 2 (" highborn seraphs ") and 3 (" morning stars
of light "), and added the final verse (ourselves) :

Oh that with yonder sacred throng,
We at His feet may fall;

We'll join the everlasting song,
And crown Him Lord of all.

The complete hymn (nine verses in all) is given in Songs of Grace
and Glory (Snepp), No. 324.

The author, Edward Perronet, who came of a family of French
emigres, was very active in the Evangelical Revival of the eighteenth
century. At Bolton in 1749, at the age of twenty-three, he was
« thrown down and rolled in mud and mire." Later, he became one
of the Countess of Huntingdon's Ministers, and afterwards Pastor
.of an Independent Chapel in Canterbury. W.D.S.
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CAMRERVELL HOME

When opening the South London Sale of Work at the CamberwelI
Home on June 17th, Mrs. H. T. Haynes spoke feelingly of the
words: "For all things come of Thee, and of Thine own have we
given Thee," commending the Benevolent Funds of the Society as
worthy of fullest support in the work of providing nursing care and
attention for many of God's aged and afflicted people. The day
was fine and the Sale well supported, a party from Croydon giving
much encouragement. An amount exceeding that of the previous
year was received for providing medical aid and comforts for the
aged ones in the Nursing Rooms of the Camberwell Home, where
Sister Mackenzie so well carries on her duties on behalf of the
Lady Visitors and the Committee.

A PRES,SING NEED

. In writillg of these Nursing Rooms it should be mentioned that
the help of a trained or experienced person to assist Miss Mackenzie
at this Home would be welcomed. Enquiries would be gladly re
ceived for this post, and for others in the Nursing Wings of the
Society. The need is a pressing one, for there are vacancies pend
ing in other Homes which must be filled so that the more than
sixty aged ones for whom the Committee are responsible may re
ceive proper continuous attention.

JOY OF CHRISTIAN SURROUNDINGS

How great a blessing it is to be nursed and cared for in Christian
surroundings when nearing the end of the earthly journey can only
be realised by those who have experienced the boon of transfer
from the usual Old People's ward to the setting and atmosphere the
Society is enabled to provide.

The first case at the new Midlands Home, Evington, was from
a public institution. She said she" was grateful beyond words"
for the change in her environment and for the attention she received.
She passed away recently, having experience for only a few weeks
the benefit of the change.

Another pilgrim has been given a place, who, following a nervous
hn'akdown and the breaking up of her home, was residing in an
official Home for senile women, which included some semi-mental
cases. While she appreciated and is thankful for the way in which
shc was previously cared for, she expresses a deep measure of
thankfulness and praise to God for the different atmosphere ex
perienced among those who also are pilgrims to Zion's city, those
who through grace are members of the Household of Faith.

On a recent visit to a pilgrim, in the third floor back room of an
apartment house, it was with some difficulty that the transfer to a
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Home of this Society could be discussed owing to the noise of a
wireless set in an adjoining room. The pilgrim said she" could not
get another room, so she stayed out for many hours when the
weather was fine." She also can now live, as she expressed it, " her
own life with her own things round her" in a Home of the Society
in an atmosphere of quietude and peace.

PREACHING JESUS

AN EXTRACT

LET me brieAy explain the proposition, that this Jesus, according to
the Scriptures, must, indeed, be preached to the ingathering of the
elect; but that He cannot be hawked.

By hawking Jesus I mean all such preaching as leaves the impres
sion, directly or by implication, that He is impotent to save unless
the sinner first wills and gives his consent. This is done directly by
the denial of predestination, by the preaching of a Jesus for all and
by the teaching of the freewill of man by which the latter is able to
accept or to reject the proffered salvation. But it is also done
indirectly, when preachers change the grace of God into an offer
0[ Cod to all and present Jesus as a poor beggar, standing outside
of the door of man's heart, begging him to let Him in and give Him
a chance to save the sinner. It is done in various forms and degrees.
Bu t a 11 such preaching as finally leaves the impression that it is at
all up to man, to the sinner, whether Jesus shall save him or not, is
hawking Jesus, or rather, it is attempt to hawk Him.

Now this hawking may have the Jesus of Arminian philosophy
for its object, but it cannot be applied to the Jesus of Scripture.
Hawking Jesus is denying Him. For there is an essential difference
between the Jesus of Scripture and the one these hawkers present.
The Former shall surely save His people from their sins; the latter
will do nothing surely,-it all depends on the will of man. The
Former surely satisfied for all the sins of His people and established
a righteousness which is of God; the latter established nothing, but
merely created a possibility of justification contingent on the will of
man. The Former is an almighty Saviour, clothed with the power
of the Spirit to break the hardest heart, to quicken the dead sinner,
to regenerate, call to life and faith, justify and sanctify and glorify;
the latter is a poor beggar, who loves to find lodging in the hearts
of all men, but cannot enter in unless the sinner opens the door.
The Former surely leads His people to eternal glory, causing them
to persevere in grace, and His almighty hand holding them; the
latter is not so sure at all that his sheep will arrive at! their final
destination, [or He holds them only as they hold on to Him. And,
therefore, to hawk Jesus, to offer Him to the freewill of man, to beg
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sinners to let Him in before it is too late, is not to preach Jesus,
it is to present a substitute for the almighty Saviour that will surely
save His people from their sins.

But Jesus, the Jesus of Scripture, must be preached. He must be
preached to all men promiscuously no doubt. It is a patent fact
that, when the apostles go into all the world, they never hawk Jesus,
they simply preach Him. One cannot possibly imagine Paul or
Peter or John going about to preach a gospel in the form and with
the contents of a modern revival sermon. They follow the injunc
tion of their Lord and preach Jesus. For the Lord had briefly
pointed out their calling as preachers of the gospel: "And said
unto them, Thus it is written and thus it behoved Christ to suffer,
and to rise from the dead the third day; and that repentance and
remission of sins should be preached in His name among all nations,
beginning at Jerusalem. And ye are witnesses of these things."
To this injunction they are faithful. They preach Jesus and Him
crucified and raised from the dead. They call men to repentance
and faith in His name. But they never hawk Jesus. They preach
a gospel that is, indeed, a power of God unto salvation; a Jesus
that actually satisfied for the sins of His people, that actually saves
by the power of His Spirit. And as many as are ordained unto
eternal life believe and are saved under their preaching, while the
rest are hardened, hate the apostles, are enraged against them, stone
them, kill them, as they did the prophets.

This Jesus must be preached, for it is through this preaching that
Christ by His Spirit gathers the elect, calling them efficaciously to
faith and repentance, assuring them of the riches of His grace,
enriching them with all the blessings of salvation. For the Spirit
calls; preachers are mere bearers of the Word. It is not the word
of man that can call sinners to repentance, no matter how earnestly
a man may preach, how sincerely he may bring the gospel of Jesus.
Christ Himself calls His own by His Spirit and translates them
from darkness into the marvellous light of God. And by the same
Word and through the same Spirit He also convicts the unbelieving
world of sin and becomes a savour of death unto death to them.
This twofold purpose of the gospel must· be accomplished. And,
therefore, the Jesus of the Scriptures, the mighty Jesus, that accom
plished our righteousness and works all our salvation, that calls men
to repent and bC'1ieve, that is the Water of Life to the thirsty, the
Bread of Life to the hungry, that promises rest to them that are
heavy laden, must be preached to all. And men may beware that
they do not change the living gospel into an impotent word of
mere man!

-Rav. HERMAN HOEKsEMA, Pastor of the First Protestant
Reformed Church, Grand Rapids, Michigan, D.S.A.
Uesus Saviour and the Evil of Hawking Him, pp. 13-155).
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SOVEREIGN GRACE

« He hath chosen us in Christ."-Eph. 1 : 4.

1. "You have not chosen Me,"
The Lord our Saviour said:

But He has chosen us, we see,
And raised us from the dead.

2. 'I'Ve must not once suppose
That we the difference make

Between ourselves, and such as those
Who do not grace partake.

3. God's sovereign choice alone
Has set His saints apart;

And we by faith rejoice to own
It wrought our change of heart.

4. Has not the Lord of all
A most undoubted right

To choose whom He will love, and call
To live with Him in light?

5. Can mortals e'er arraign
The Ruler of the skies?

Or have a reason to complain
He is not just and wise?

6. We know that Thou art just,
We know that Thou art wise;

And so we humbly wait and trust
Till clearer light arise.

7. 0 Lord! we would adore
The grace that made us Thine;

And praise Thy name, as sinners poor,
For favour so Divine!

-Thomas Row, 1817 (a).

[THOMAS Row, 1786-16868, is stated by Dr. Julian in his
Dictionary of Hymnology to have been well known to most of the
Calvinistic congregations in the Eastern Counties. He was Baptist
minister at Hadleigh in Suffolk and at Little Gransden in Cam
bridgeshire. He published two volumes of hymns: 1817, Book I,
529 hymns, and 1822, Book 11, 543 hymns. Some of these are given
in "Songs of Grace and Glory" (1871), Snepp.]




