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OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT.

.. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS 1: 4.

THEY SPAKE ONE TO ANOTHER

C( Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and
. the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a bo'ok of remembrance

was written berMe Him for them that feared the LORD, and
that thought upon His nCllme. And they shall be Mine, saith
the LORD of hosts, in that day when I make up My jewels:
and I will sp'are them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth
him."-Malachi 3: 16, 17.

AT a time when, in the days of Malachi, true religion was at a low
level, the Lord's people spake one to another, and the Lord took
special notice of it.

In the darkest days there has always been a remnant of God's
people. Elijah, in his despondency and over-wrought condition,
complained, " I, even I only, am left, and they seek my life to take
it away" (1 Kings 19: 24). Of this Paul wrote, "But what saith
the answer of God unto him? 'I have reserved to myself seven
thousand men, who have not bowed the knee to the image of Baal ' "
(Romans 11 : 4), and added, " Even so then at this present time also
there is a remnant according to the election of grace."

In the days of Malachi there was religious apostacy. The priests
were charged with despising God's name, with treating the table
of the Lord in a contemptible way, with offering unworthy offerings,
with refusing to do any simple religious action for nothing. The
message of Malachi to them was, "For the priest's lips should keep



338 The Gospel Magazine

knowledge, and they should seek the law at his mouth; for he i~

the messenger of the Lord of hosts; but ye are departed out of till:
way;; ye have caused many to stumble at the law." As a COrlS('

quence God had made them contemptible and base before till;
people (Mal. 1 : 6 to 2 : 9).

As it was with the priests, so it was with the people. To thenl
it was declared, "Ye have wearied the LORD with your words ,.
(2 : 17). They had become sceptical in thought and words. They
said that God delighted in evildoers. "Where is the God of justice? "
they asked. In the immediate passage before the text they said,
" It is vain to serve God: and what profit is it that we have kept
His ordinance, and that we have walked mournfully before t11"
LORD of hosts" (3 : 14).

It is much the same in the times in which we live. As then, so
now there are many broken marriages (Mal. 2 : 11-16). True reli
gion is at a Iow ebb. For this reason we specially draw attention to
the words of the text: "Then they that feared the LoRD spakr:
often one to another. . . . ." May God the Holy Ghost guide liS

as together we see something of the Lord's message through Malachi.

But, first, we must enquire, Who are those that" fear the LORD"?
They must be those to whom a new heart and a new spirit has beell
given by the God of sovereign grace; for of all of us it is true that,
by nature, " there is no fear of God before our eyes.n Some indeed
are like the unjust judge in the Lord's parable in Luke 18 whose
boast it was that" he feared not God, neiJther regarded man n (bike
18: 4). Those who fear the LORD are those who desire to give Hinl
the honour due to his holy Name. By divine grace and mercy shown
to them they have a holy fear and reverence of God, not a slavisll
fear, but a filial fear. Their desire is to serve Him; they profess 1I is
Name; they worship Him. Conscious of sin and unworthiness, they
remember that the holy God is in heaven and they but sinflll
creatures on earth.

If God has given us at least something of this fear of Him, here
is a message of comfort and encouragement in days when God's
cause seems low and ungodly men flourish and are rampant in
blasphemies and scepticism.

I.-THEY SPAKE ONE TO ANOTHER

VI/hile the ungodly spake their blasphemies one to another, the
Lord's people also" spake one to another." While men spake against
God, those that feared the Lord spake one to another to His honour.
(We have omitted the adverb" often "-it is not in the original
Hebrew, and is omitted in the R.V.; no doubt they did meet often,
but it is not stated here). It has been well written, "The flame of
holy love is best kept alive by the burning coals being brought close
together" (Fausset).
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There comes to my mind the story of John Bunyan and the godly
women of Bedford, as related in his « Grace Abounding to the Chief
of Sin\ners" (1765). In one of the streets he came across" three
or four poor women sitting at a door, in the sun, talking about the
things of God." What did he find?

"Their talk was about a new birth, the work of God on
their hearts, also how they were convinced of their miserable
state by nature; they talked how God had visited their souls
with His love in the Lord Jesus, and with what words and

• promises they had been refreshed, comforted, and supported,
against the temptations of the devil: moreover, they reasoned
of the suggestions and temptations of Satan in particular, and
told to each other, by which they had been afflicted and how
they were borne up under his assaults. They also discoursed of
their own wretchedness of heart, and of their unbelief; and
did contemn, slight and abhor their own righteousness as filthy
and insufficient to do them any good."

Bunyan said that they spake as if joy made them speak and
with such pleasantness of Scripture language and with such appear
ance of grace as if they had found a new world and as if they were
"people that dwelt alone and were not reckoned among their
neighbours" (Numbers 23: 9). But, alas, at that time Bunyan
did not understand, and he left them. However, their talk and
discourse went with him, and had a real effect upon him. He felt
that he lacked the true tokens of a truly godly man, and so he often
made it his business to go again and again into the company of
those poor people-he could not stay away. At length he felt "a
very great softness and tenderness of heart" which led him to fall
under conviction of what by Scripture they asserted; also, he had
" a great bending of his mind" to a continual meditating on it.

So David wrote: « I am a companion of them that fear Thee and
of them that keep Thy precepts" (Psalm 119: 63). The Lord's
people will desire « not to forsake the assemb~ing of themselves to
gether, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another, and
so much the more as ye see the day approaching" (Hebrews 10 : 25).
They will « speak to themselves in psalms and hymns an~ spiritual
songs, singing and making melody in their heart to the Lord"
(Ephesians 5 : 19)-this is to be "filled in spirit" (verse 18).

John Newton expressed this as follows:

A WelCOime to Christian Friends
Kindred in Christ, for His dear sake,

A hearty welcome here receive;
May we together now partake

The joys which only He can give!
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To you and us by grace 'tis given
To know the Saviour's precious Name;

And shortly we shall meet in heaven,
Our hope, our way, our end, the same.

May He, by whose kind care we meet,
Send his good Spirit from above,

Make our communications sweet,
And cause our hearts to burn with love!

Forgotten be each worldly theme,
When Christians see each us other thus;

We only wish to speak of Him
Who lived, and died, and reigns, for us.

We'll talk of all He did and said,
And suffer'd for us here below;

The path He mark'd for us to tread,
And what He's doing for us now.

Thus, as the moments pass away,
We'll love, and wonder, and adore,

And hasten on the glorious day,
When we shall meet to part no more.

-.John Newton, 1779.

The Psalmist said, "I was glad when they said unto me, Let us
go into! the house' of the Lord" (Psa. 122 : 1). George Burder (one
of the original founders of The Religious Tract Society, the London
Missionary Society, and the British and Foreign Bible Society) wrote
m The Gospel Magazine for April, 1779:

Sweet the time, exceeding sweet,
When the saints together meet,
When the Saviour is the theme:
When they join to sing of Him.

n.-THE LORD HEARKENED AND HEARD

We read: a And the LORD hearkened and heard it, and a book
of remembrance was written before Him for them that feared the
LORD (J;nd that thought upon His Name."

This is a wonderful and encouraging statement. It says, in effect,
that the LORD took special notice of His people speaking with one
another, that it was a matter of special regard to Him. He
hearkened and heard! He took special notice! A book of remem
brance was written before Him!

All this, says Dr. Gill, is written after the manner of men
there is no forgetfulness with God, and He is omniscient-He knows
all. But it expresses to us special regard and notice and approval

'which our gracious God has of the meeting together of His people.
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The Lord Jesus Christ said, " For where two or three are gathered
together in My Name, there am I in the midst of them" (Matthew
18: 20). When the two puzzled disciples walked together to Emmaus
"while they communed together and reasoned, Jesus Himself drew
near, and went with them" (Luke 24: 15); and afterwards they
said, "Did not our heart burn within us, while He talked with
us by the way, and while He opened to us the Scriptures?" (verse
32). The same evening, when they returned to Jerusalem and told
them, "as they thus spake, Jesus Himself stood in the midst of
them, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you" (verse 36)..

It is true today-the Lord graciously takes special notice when
His people speak one to another, whether one to the other, or in
twos or threes gathered together, or in the larger assemblings of
His people for worship and prayer and the ministry of the Word.

IlL-a THEY SHALL BE MINE »

The text concludes: "And they shall be Mine, saith the LORD
of hosts, in that day when I make up My jewels: and I will spare
them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him."

The Lord says, "They shall be Mine." They are, of course,
already His by eternal election, eternal redemption, by effectual
calling; but they will be owned in the last day as His jewels, His
special treasure. The Lord Jesus gave Himself for them that He
might redeem them from all iniquity and purify unto Himself a
peculiar people-a people for His own special possession (Titus
2: 14). As Paul wrote to Titus, so Peter wrote in almost the same
terms: "But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a
peculiar people-a people for His own special possession-that ye
should shew forth the praises of Him Who has called you out of
darkness into His marvellous light" (1 Peter 2 : 9).

One more precious thought we desire to give. The Lord says of
His people, "I will spare them," and indeed "there is no con
demnation to those that are in Christ Jesus" (Romans 8 : 1). But
there was One whom the Father did not spare-" He that spared
not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He
not with Him also freely give us all things?" (Romans 8 : 32).

o Christ, what burdens bowed Thy head!
Our load was laid on Thee;

Thou stoodest in the sinner's stead,
Didst bear all ill for me.

A Victim led, Thy blood was shed,
Now there's no load for me.

-Mrs. A. R. Cousin.
W.D.S.
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OUR YOUNG FOLKS' PAGE

SALLY'S DELIVERANCE

SALLY SHERWOOD had not long passed her twenty-first birthday,
when she was invited to go and stay for some weeks with some
friends who lived in a town on -the South Coast. Visits of such
length in these days would hardly be possible for a girl of twenty.
one, for either she would be training at College or elsewhere, or
else she would already be at work. But a hundred years ago, after
they had finished with school or governess, girls stayed at home
until they were married, and there was plenty of time for paying
visits. The Sherwoods were comfortably off, and would have been
ashamed to think that their daughter must work for a living. So
the poor girl had to be content with her lady-like existence at home.

The invitation to the Windsors' house was very welcome, and
Sally set off with every intention of enjoying herself. But she soon
discovered that the Windsor girls had but one interest, and that
was their church. The clergyman, who had been appointed recently,
had brought about a great many changes; and the services, which
before had seemed so dull, were now highly attractive. A jewelled
cross had been placed on the Table, flanked by lighted candles.
The ladies were all asked to help in embroidering, not only" altar
cloths," but stoles and vestments for the clergy. "Mattins" and
" Evensong" were said or sung every day, and there were very
frequent Communion services. The Windsor girls were as keen as
could be. They went to everything at the church, could talk of
nothing else, and thought the world of the new Vicar.

At home Sally had always attended the parish church with her
parents, and at school in her lessons she had learnt a great deal of
Scripture. But she had never given a thought to serious things,
and went to church as she did everything else~because it was the
proper thing to do. The first Sunday during her visit, Sally of
course went to the services with her friends. Their intense interest
in church affairs was new to her; but she was soon infected, for
things were so different from her home church. She was greatly
struck with the beautiful crimson vestments worn by the clergy;
the Table too was draped in crimson. On the next Sunday, which
was Trinity Sunday, everything was in pure white with gold
embroidery. Sally, much interested and surprised, asked the Windsor
girls what these changes meant. They lent her a little book, ex
plaining " the symbolism of colour."

Sally was inclined to be mystified by all these new ideas, but when
she was introduced to the Vicar, his kindness and agreeable ways
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overcame any prejudices, and she was as ready as the rest to be
lieve all his explanations. Anxious to. do everything she was told
she ought to do, Sally began to wonder whether she should go to
Confession, as the other girls had begun to do. In some fear, she
approached the clergyman about the matter. He gave her another
little book, which he told her to study carefully; it would explain
everything to her. At the same time he urged upon Sally the
necessity of proper preparation for Confession; she must divide
her life into three parts-childhood, early girlhood, and later years.
Then she must try to remember all her faults and sins in each
period, making notes of them so that nothing would be left out.

For the next week or two Sally became absorbed in this strange
and difficult business of trying to remember all her sins, which the
Vicar called self-examination. It seemed such a very serious matter
that she felt that she ought to tell her parents what she was doing
in her letters home; but she had a feeling that they might object,
so she asked the Vicar what she had better do. He said at once
that he was now her" spiritual guide," that Confession was a matter
between God and her own soul, and that as she was of age it was
quite unnecessary to say anything about it to her parents.

An appointment was made, and Sally had to attend in the vestry
to meet the Vicar. He shut the door, and then put on his cassock
and surplice and stole. Sally had got so nervous that she felt in
clined to run away; but the clergyman sat down and directed her to
kneel at a little table beside him. He asked very few questions, and
Sally hastily poured forth all the wrong things that she could re
member to have done all her life. There was no suggestion appar
ently that she need be sorry for her sins, and repent, and begin to
lead a new life. The clergyman saw how nervous and strung-up
the girl was, and as soon as her list of sins was finished, he put his
hand on her head and said an absolution over her.

The relief to Sally was so great at getting over this ordeal, that
she certainly felt that her first experience of Confession had been a
great help to her. With fresh ardour, she eagerly submitted to all
the forms and ceremonies, and became indeed a slave to them.
She could not pray unless her face were turned to the east; she
must never miss Mattins and Evensong; and every possible Com
munion service she attended too. She seemed to have become very
devout; but she knew nothing of private prayer and Bible-reading
in her devotions, and as to- her own grievous need of the Lord Jesus
Christ as her Saviour, she was as ignorant as any heathen.

The weeks had run by, and it was time for Sally to return home.
She left the Windsors, fortified by much spiritual counsel and taking
with her several" aids to devotion "-manuals, I suppose, possibly
a crucifix. But the Lord had better things in store for Sally. In
His Providence, very soon after her return home, she was stricken
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with serious illness. This brought about many long hours in bee!.
As the girl lay awake one :tJight, the Holy Ghost began to arouse
her conscience. She tossed restlessly in bed, oppressed with the first
real awareness of her standing before God. She felt that in His
sight she was a condemned sinner, with nothing whatever to say for
herself. Going over the events of the last weeks, she suddenly saw
how wrong- it had been for her to go to Confession, and to conceal
such a thing from her people at home. She felt that the whole
thing was morbid and unnatural, and that the Vicar's injunctions
to keep it a secret ought to have shown her the wickedness of such
a system. As her distress deepened, words from the Scriptures which
she had learnt long ago, came flooding into her mind. How could
she need a priest to come between herself and God, when "there
is One Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus"?
Sally remembered that, whilst she had been so occupied in trying
to make a list of all her faults, she had never once felt the least
shame or sorrow for them, and it was only now that she began to
realise how entirely she had forgotten God. Through all the forms
and ceremonies and seasons of prayer and devotion, the girl feIt
she had had no thought whatever of the Holy God Whom she was
supposed to be worshipping. The whole thing had been a sort of
play-acting, and now she could not bear to think of it. But the Lord
looked down in loving-kindness and tender mercy; He led her to the
Saviour Who had borne her sin in His own body on the tree; He
gave her forgiveness and peace.

As Sally slowly recovered, she turned eagerly to the Scriptures.
She told her father and mother everything that had happened, and
to her surprise found that they were sympathetic in her seeking
after God. The services at her own church, Scriptural and Evangel
ical as they were, became a great help to her, and she grew in grace
and in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. DAMMUS.

SCRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 55

The whole: The third book of Moses.

1. What kind of butter-dish did J ael bring to Sisera?
2. How did the Lord Jesus describe His yoke?
3. What did God say Cain would be?
4. What was Ahab's house made of?
5. What did the Wise Men open for the young Child?
6. What kind of people lay in the Bethesda porches?
7. What animal was Rebekah riding when she first saw Isaac?
8. How does Paul describe the faith which he remembered in

Timothy?
9. What wood did Moses use for the ark?
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SOLUTION OF No. 54

The whole: Zebulon (Gen. 49: 13).

1. Zimri (I Kings 16: 8, 10).
2. Ephphatha (Mark 7 : 34).
3. Bigthan (Esther 2: 21).
4. Understanding (Luke 1 : 3)..
5. Lot (II Peter 2 : 7).
6. Oath (Matthew 14: 7).
7. Needlework (Psalm 45 : 14).

345

SERMONS & NOTES OF SERMONS

"THE THINGS WHICH BECOME SOUND DOCTRINE"

A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. }AMES BATTERSBY

(Sheffield), 1886

" But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine."
-Titus 2 : 1.

THERE is a very striking resemblance between the Epistle of St. Paul
to Titus and those which he wrote to Timothy. They are generally
known as Pastoral Epistles, because they are especially addressed to
ministers, giving them instructions, directions and commands how
they should conduct themselves in and towards the Church of God,
over which the Holy Ghost has made them Overseers.

Both Timothy and Titus were the spiritual sons of St. Paul.
Of the former he says, "My own son in faith," "My dearly beloved
son," "My work-fellow," " My brother and minister of God." Now
these affectionate expressions are the Apostle's endearing testimonials
to the excellent character of Timothy. Of the latter he says, "To
Titus, mine own son after the common faith," "Titus my brother,"
"Titus is my partner and fellow-helper." Here we have the testi
mony of an inspired Writer to the worthiness of Titus .as a brother
in Christ, and as a fellow-labourer in the Church of God.

Titus was chosen by St. Paul to set in order the things which
were wanting and necessary for the church in the Island of Crete.
" For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order
the things that are wanting, and ordain Elders in. every city, as I
had appointed thee" (1: 5). The Apostle then describes the re
quisite qualifications for those who are to be ordained ministers in
the Church of God. And he also gives directions to Titus both
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respecting the doctrine which he should preach, and the life which
he should live. The Christian conduct of all believers in Christ
is not only named but enforced by St. Paul in this Epistle to Titus.

After these general remarks, I think that I may now venture to
consider the words of our text.

First then, What is sound doctrine?

Seoondly, What are the things which become sound doctrine?

Thirdly, What by the Apostolic command: a SfJcak thou the
things which become sound doctrine."

I pray God that it may please Him to give me that spiritual
guidance and help for Christ's sake, which will enable me to present
to you our subject Truthfully and Scripturally.

I.-SOUND DOCTRINE

First then, What is sound doctrine? This question resolves itself
into two. What is d,octTine? and What is sound doctrine? Let us
try to answer these two questions before we proceed to speak of
a sound doctrines," as they are revealed to us in the Word of God.

What is doctrine? Well, doctrine is simply an instruction, a tf!ach
ing, a principle, or a foundation on which a superstructure is built.
The doctrines of Christ are the foundation truths of the Go,spel.
Science has its doctrines, which are so many admitted foundation
truths. The philosopher, the astronomer, the chemist, the logician,
the musician, the physician, the artist, and the mechanic, each and
all of these have settled doctrines, or principles on which they pro
ceed to build up their respective sys!ems. Doctrines are the founda
tion principles on which all the building rests. Destroy the founda
tions and you will destroy the building. Tliere may be false and
sandy foundations, as there are true and solid ones.

Now for the question: What is s,ound doctrine? We have shown
you what is meant by doctrine, and now we must try to show you
what is meant by sound doctrine. The word for a sound" means
whole, wholesome, or healing. It is often used literally in the New
Testament of persons who have been healed of their diseases, as in
John 5 : 4, 6, 9, 11, 14, 15. It is also used of persons who are in a
healthy spiritual state of mind-a sound in faith, in charity, and in
patience" (Titus 2 : 2). And then of the true, pure and wholesome
doctrines of the Gospel, as they have been declared unto us by the
Son of God from Heaven. "If any man teach otherwise, and con
sent not to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness; he is
proud, knowing nothing" (1st Timothy 6 : 3, 4). I think that you
will now understand the meaning of the words a sound doctrine,"
and how they are used of the true and fundamental principles of the
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Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Next to the Person
of the Lord Jesus Christ we are bound to proclaim His doctrines.
Christ first, and then the principles of the GDspel; Christ the Mighty
God, and then Christ the glorious Saviour of sinners.

No'W where are sound doctrines to be found? The answer to this
question is an easy one. But where are they? you say-well, they are
to be found in the Scriptures. Now read what St. Paul said to
Timothy (2 Timothy 3: 14-17). Now, be it understood, that the
Repertory, or Treasury of all sound doctrine, is the Word of God.

We do not go to the Fathers, nor to the Reformers, nor to the
Puritans, nor to John Bunyan, nor to the later divines, such as
Dr. Gill, Toplady, Newton, Romaine, Hervey, and others for
sound doctrine, but to the Holy Scriptures. If any of the divines
whom we have named have opened out, classified, or thrown light
upon any of the pure do'ctrines of the Word of God, we feel grateful,
and give to God the glory. I often feel greatly indebted to eminent
divines, who have suggested to my own mind, whilst reading their
works, ideas of divine truth which I was ignorant of before. I do
not undervalue the splendid efforts of great divines; but then, I
cannot give to them my full assent and consent to all and every
thing which they have written, as I do to the Inspired Scriptures.

Now notice some of the sound doctrines in the Word of God.

THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY

The doctrine of the Trinity is clearly revealed to us in the
Scriptures. If I were to attempt to establish this truth from the Old
Testament some persons might feel disposed to question the nature
of my proof. I would ask the question, who are the" LET us" in
the following passages? (Genesis 1 : 26; 3 : 22; 11 : 7).

But without running through the Old Testament, I will give you
direct proofs of the Trinity from the New Testament. When Jesus
is baptised, the Father's voice is heard, and the Spirit descends like
a dove upon Him (Matthew 3 : 16, 17). When persons are baptised,
it is in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost (Matthew
28: 19). And St. Paul concludes his second Epistle to the Corinth
ians in the Name of the Trinity, saying" The gr,ace of the Lord
Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Ghost, be with you all. Amen." I need not elaborate this doctrine
of the Trinity, as I have already preached a sermon upon the
subject.

The Father is indeed a loving, kind merciful, and gracious Father:
"Blessed be God, even the Father of mercies, and the God of all
comfort." And of the Son of God, we can truly say, that He is a
kind, gracious, and compassionate Saviour. And it is equally true
'of the Holy Ghost that He is the Spirit of Life, that He dwells
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in the hearts of believers, to quicken, to revive, to guide, to comfort,
and to witness with their hearts that they are the children of God.

In the Church of England the doctrine of the Trinity is always
prominent: "The glory of the Eternal Trinity is to be worshipped
in the Unity of the Divine Majesty."

THE DOCTRINE OF HUMAN DEPRAVITY

Again. the doctrine of human depravity is clearly revealed to us
iT/) the Word of God. Now, what do we mean by human depravity?
I shall endeavour to put this matter before you in few words. "By
one man's disobedience many were made sinners" (Romans 5 : 19).
I am aware that there are persons who do not believe what St. Paul
said, but then, I do, and I trust that you do too. The heart, natur
ally, is an unclean thing (Job 14 : 4). In Adam, man has not only
transgressed the law of God but he is now so enfeebled thcreby in
his nature that he cannot obey its Divine requirements. Hc is
shapen in inquity and born in sin. He has a heart which is deceitful
above all things and desperately wicked.

Where are the evil imaginations of unregenerate men? Are they
not on earthly things? Are they not on the world? The natural
man's understanding is darkened and alienated from the life of
God through the ignorance that is in him, because of the blindness
of his heart and the unfeelingness of his conscience.

This man has also a rebellious and an unruly will, and although
he is a poor creature, even the veriest dust and ashes, yet he is
disposed to dictate to the Almighty the course which He should
take in dealing with fallen men in bringing them to a knowledge of
salvation.

There is one decided test in the Word of God by which all who
profess and call themselves Christians may try themselves: "They
that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh, and they
that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit."

THE DOCTRINE OF THE RECOVERY OF A SINNER

Again, the dl()'Ctrine of the recovery of a sinner ny Christ is clearly
revealed too us in the Word of God. I have used the word reco'very,
but restoration. or redemption will do quite as well. What I mean
is stated in the following words: "Then I restored that which I
took not away" (psalm 69). Man was taken away from his original
uprightness by the sin of Adam; but if he be restored, it is by the
righteousness and death of Christ.

The redemption work of Christ unfolds to us the love of God
'in the wonderful provision which He has made in providing a
Surety. Redeemer, and Saviour. God has manifested His love in
sending His Only Begotten Son to be the propitiation for the sins
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of His people. Christ under the law is the believer's Surety and
Substitute. All that the Divine law could claim in righteousness,
Christ is the end and perfection thereof. All that the Divine law
could claim in punishment for its violation, Christ is the end and
perfection thereof. "Christ is the end, even the perfection of the
law for righteousness to everyone that believeth" (Romans 10: 4)

Sometimes we use the word reconciliation. sometimes atonement.
sometimes redemptiom, and sometimes justification and propitiation,
when the recovery of a sinner by the Righteousness and Blood of
Christ is intended. St. Paul says, "That God was in Christ recon
ciling the world unto Himself, and imputing their trespasses unto
them." "For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God
by the death of His Son, much more, being reCOinciled, we shall be
saved by His life. And not only so, but we also joy in God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atone
ment."

Redemption is through Blood-Justification is through Blood.
Christ is God's propitiation, through faith in His Blood. Peace is
made through Blood. We have boldness to enter into the holiest
through Blood. We were far off from God, but now we are made
nigh through the Blood of Christ. The Recovery and SalvatiQ,'n
of a sinner are by the Blood and Righteousness of Jehovah Jesus.

THE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION

Again, the doctrine of election is clearly revealed to us in the
Word of God. This is a most hateful doctrine to all those persons
who like to be their own electors. They deny to God that which
they will arrogate to themselves. They will elect. at their own
sovereign will and pleasure, but if God were to do so, it would be
partial and unjust in Him.

Still the doctrine of election remains firm as a rock, as set forth
in the Holy Scriptures. Even the original words for election in the
Old and New Testament occur more than two hundred times-see
my sermon, "THE ELECTION OF GRACE," and let the opponents of
God's unvarnished truth answer, if they can, what is therein stated.
I am never unwilling to learn, provided the instruction is in accord
ance with the Word of Divine Truth. Carnal reasoning and human
philosophy I utterly reject, in the interpreting and the understanding
of Holy Scripture.

We read of the antiquity of the doctrine of election in the
Epistles. Read the one whence our text is taken: "Paul, a servant
of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of
God's elect, and the acknowledging of the truth which is after godli
ness, in hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised
before the world began" (Titus I : 1, 2). And again, to the Thessa-:



350 The Gospel Magazine

lonians, he says, "But we are bound to give thanks alway to God
for you, brethren, beloved of the Lord, because God hath from
the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the
Spirit and belief of the truth" (2nd Epistle 2 : 13). "The foundation
of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that
are His" (2 Timothy 2 : 19).

Election stands in grace and not ih works. The remnant, that
shall be saved, is saved by grace, and not by works. It will well
repay you to read and study Romans 9: 11; 11 : 5-7.

Before leaving this part of my subject, there is another Scripture
in the 8th of Romans to which I must direct your thoughts. You
read in the 28th verse, " That all things work together for good to
them that love God, to them who are the called according to His
purpose." The reason is given in the 29th verse: "For whom he
did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the
image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn among- many
brethren."

Now, it is often said by those who are opposed to the doctrine of
Eternal election, "That God foresaw, or foreknew all those who
would repent and believe the Gospel, and therefore elected them
and predestinated them to eternal life because of their faith and
repentance." Now the Scriptures do not say so. God foreknew
persons, and elected them, and predestinated them, but not for
anything either wrought in the'm or wrought by them. One of the
ends to which these persons are predestinate, is CO'nformity to the
image of the Son of God here in earth, and then finally, to the
image of His glory in heaven.

God has tied grace and glory together. Whatever He has pur
posed in grace, He will consummate in glory. Now read the 30th
verse: "Moreover whom He did predestinate, them He also called:
and whom He called, them He also justified: and whom Hc justi
fied, them He also glorified." You will see from these words that
failure is unknown with God.

"What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who
can be against us?" Here then the tried and timid children of God
find comfort and consolation. "Who shall lay anything to the
charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that
condemneth? It is that Christ died, yea, rather, that is risen again,
Who is even at the right hand of God, Who also maketh intercession
for us." My beloved brethren, it is a glorious and blessed truth
revealed to us in the Divine Word that in all things, the people of
God are more than conquerors through Him Who has loved them
and given Himself or them. Now what is the summary of the
doctrines which I have just set before you? Well, I have explained
to you the meaning of the words « sound doctrine." I have also
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pointed out to you the doctrines of the Trinity, Redemption and
Salvation, Human Depravity, and eternal Election.

H.-THE THINGS WHICH BECOME SOUND DOCTRINE

Secondly, what are the things which become sound d;octrine?
Now the things which become sound doctrine are either exper
mental or practical or both.

Everything must be brought to the test of God's Word, whether
it be doctrine, experience, or practice. We have no sympathy with
those who would give us the phantoms, the visions, and the vain
imaginings of their own diseased brains. What we want is that
which will bear the crucible of the Holy Scriptures.

I am jealous for the truth of God, both doctrinally, experiment
ally, and practically. I fear, that too frequently, the command
ments of men are taught as if they were the doctrines of our
blessed Lord; that gross delusions are regarded as spiritual exper
iences, and that formalism is esteemed practical religion. Beloved,
I have not so learned Christ, and hence, you will not be surprised
at my trying to distinguish between things that differ, in order that
we may approve and hold fast those things which are the more
excellent.

THE EXPERIENCE OF A CHILD OF GOD

What do we understand by experience? and when does it begin?
By experience, we understand the inward workings, testings, and
tryings which take place in the heart of the child of God when
brought into conflict with some enemy or suffering, or tribulation,
or difficulty, which puts the grace of faith, patience, prayer; ancl
perseverance to the test.

The manifold temptations of the children of God, are for the
trial of their faith, which is much more precious than that of gold
which perisheth, though it be tried with fire, may be found unto
praise, and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ
(1 Peter 1 : 7). One trial is an experiment, but trials repeated
become experience. To this fact the Apostle appears to allude when
he says, " But we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation
worketh patience; and patience experience; and experience hope;
and hope maketh not ashamed." And why? "Because the love of
God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given
unto us" (Romans 5 : 3-5). We often say that experience is an
excellent teacher, and so it is, when it is the experience which the
Holy Ghost works in the hearts of the children of God.

Such ,an experience as this tends to wean a person from the
world. "Love not the world, neither the things that are in the
world." Why? " For <ill that is in the world, the lust of the flesh,
and the lust of the eye, and the pride of life, is not of the Father,
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but is of the world. And the world passedl away, and the lust
thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abidedl for ever"
(1 John 2: 15-17).

Such a spiritual experience as this leads to Christ and to the
confession of His Name. "Hereby know ye the Spirit of God:
every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is
of God," that is, he is born of God and is possessed of the Spirit of
God. And these are the persons who prize the Word of God. "We
are of God," said St. John; "He that knoweth God heareth us; he
that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of
truth, and the spirit of error."

Again, but when does our spiritual experience begin? Now a man
cannot have a spiritual experience before he is a spiritual man.
He may have a worldly experience, and a very rough experience
too, but I am not speaking of a natural man's experience. I often
pity from my heart, the man of the world when he is in g-reat
trouble and passing through deep waters, and has no comfort of
religion, I mean that religion which contains the rich and precious
promises of God. How different it is with the spiritual man, the
man of God. He, being born from above, both sees and enters into
the Kingdom of God. From the day of his spiritual birth his spiritual
experience begins, but it will not end until the day of his death.

The Christian's experience is one of spiritual conflict from first to
last. The child of God delights in the law of God after the inward
man, but then he sees another law in his members, which wars
against the law of his mind, and which brings him into captivity,
to the law of sin and death which is in his members. And ag-ain,
this spiritual conflict is described in Galatians 5 : 17: "For the
flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and
these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot dO the
things that ye would." Conflict, wrestling, fighting, and running,
are the accompaniments of the steps of the children of God. Be
lievers are continually putting off the old man, which is corrupt
according to his deceitful lusts, and being renewed in the spirit of
their minds, they are putting on a new man, which after God is
created in knowledge, righteousness, and true holiness (Ephesians
4: 22-24).

The inward conflict is sometimes terrible, and startles exceeding-Iy
the child of God. He wrestles against flesh and blood, and against
spiritual wickedness in high places. He tries, like St. Paul, to fight
the g-ood fight of faith. He runs from sin, self, and the world into
the City of Refuge, which is our Covenant Jehovah. "The Name
of the Lord is a strong tower, the righteous runneth into it and
is safe."
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He is sure to obtain the incorruptible crown which fadethnot
away. The believer lives and walks by faith. How is it that the
believer in Jesus obtains such wonderful victories? The answer is
in the following words: For whatsoever is born of God overcometh
the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even
our faith. "Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that
believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?" (1 John 5: 4, 5). The
doubts, the fears, the perplexities, and the harassments of believers,
are overcome by faith in the Blood of the Lamb. They conquer
through Him Who has loved them with an everlasting .love, and
saved them with an everlasting salvation.

THE PRACTICAL THINGS

Again, but what are the practical things which become sound
doctrine? I have already shown you the Scriptural meaning of
« sound doctrine.» And I have also pointed out to you some of
the things, experimentally) which become sound doctrine. I must
now note some of the things, practically, which become sound
doctrine.

I beg of you clearly to understand that sound doctrine as revealed
to us in the Word of God, never allows nor indulges licentiousness.
If any person present should make such a charge against sound
doctrine let him also claim for himself the epithet that he is
" foolish and ignorant, and that he is as a beast before the Lord."

In the practical teaching of Holy Writ, there are rules given,
according to which each person in his vocation and calling is to
conduct himself. If he be a bishop, or overseer, of the Church of
God, he is to be "blameless, the husband of one wife, having
faithful children not accused of riot or unruly." And why? "For
a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God; not self-willed,
not soon angry, not given to wine, not given to filthy lucre; but a
lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, just, holy, tem
perate; holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he
may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the
gainsayers." Pray read the 1st chapter of the epistle to Titus and
compare it with 1 Timothy 3, and you will at once see not only
what a bishop is to be, but what he is to do.

And then there are rules for aged men, and aged women, for
young women) and for young men, and also for servants. Persons
cannot escape the things which become and which are agreeable to
sound doctrine.

How are the aged men to conduct themselves? "They are to be
sober, grave, temperate, sound in faith) in charity, in patience."
You know that the hoary head is a crown of glory, if it be found
in the wav of righteousness.
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And what about the aged women? "The aged women likewise,
that they be in behaviour as becometh holiness, not false accusers,"
that is, not demons or devils, "not given to much wine, teachers of
good things; that they may teach the young women to be sober,
to love their husbands, to love their children, to be discreet, chaste,
keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the
Word of God be not blasphemed." See and read also 1 Timothy
5 : 14.

And what about young men? « Young men likewise exhort to be
sobenninded," that is, to be discreet. To such, Titus was to be an
example. "In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works;
in doctrine shewing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity, sound speech,
that cannot be condemned, that he that is of the contrary part
may be ashamed, having no evil things to say of you."

And what about servants, or those who were slaves? "Exhort
servants to be obedient unto their own masters, and to please them
well in all things; not answhing again; not purloining, but shewing
all good fidelity; that they may adorn the doctrine of God our
Saviour in all things."

The Apostle resolves everything to the grace of God, and enforces
obedience therefrom, thus :-" Our Saviour Jesus Christ gave Him
self for us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify
unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. These
things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no
man despise thee." If there were anything more that I could
possibly say upon this part of my subject it would be in the words
of St. Paul to Titus, 3: 8: "This is a faithful saying, and these
things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have
believed in God might be careful to maintain good works. These
things are good and profitable unto men." In every relation of
life the Christian has to show himself a worthy and humble follower
of the Lord Jesus Christ.

IlL-THE APOSTOLIC COMMAND TO SPEAK

Now consider thirdly, the Apostolic command to Titus: "BUT

SPEAK THOU.» It is as if he had said, whatever other professed
ministers of the Gospel may say, see thou to this, "SPEAK THOU the
things which become sound doctrine." The Apostle addressed
Timothy much in the same authoritative manner as he did Titus,
for both were called to be ministers of the Gospel of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. It may not be amiss for us to notice here
some of the qualificatiorns of the ministers of the Gospel, as they
are set forth in the New Testament, and especially as these quali-

fications are particularised in the Epistles.



~]

The Gospel Maga;:.ine 355

A minister must be called and qualified by the Holy Spirit. Now
a minister is not only called by the grace of God from darkness to
light, and from the power of satan unto God, but he is to be
specially g£fted and qualified for the work of the ministry. Timothy
was not to neglect the gift that was in him but to stir it up, and
to use it for the edification of the people of God (1 Timothy 4: 14;
2 Timothy 1 : 6). Now, it is Christ Who bestows gifts upon men
for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for
the edifying of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the
edifying of the body of Christ (Ephesians 4: 8, 11, 12). There may
be many excellent Christians in the world, but it does not at all
follow that they are called to, and are gifted for the public preaching
of the Gospel.

A minister of Christ must be well instructed in' the words of truth.
Timothy was a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the
words of faith and of good dioctrine (1 Timothy 4: 6). As the
Lord's servant he was gentle unto all men and apt to teach. He had
received instructions both what he should preach and what he
should avoid preaching. "0 Timothy, keep that which is committed
to thy trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions
of science falsely so-called, which some professing have erred con
cerning the faith" (2 Timothy 6 : 20-21). A minister of the Gospel
should always seek to be ahead of his hearers, both in knowledge,
wisdom, and understanding, in order that he may not be despised
by them.

A minister of Christ must speak with authority. Christ as the
Father's Messenger did so. It is said that the people were aston
ished at His doctrine, for He taught them as one having authority,
and not as the scribes. Our blessed Lord gave his twelve disciples
power and authority over all devils, and to cure all diseases. "And
He sent them to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal the sick."
" Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature."
The minister of God has to go forth in the Name of the Lord
Jesus Christ to proclaim the Everlasting Gospel without any fear of
consequences. He may tremble from many causes, but the Holy
Ghost will honour the preached Word, and therefore let him leave
the results with God.

A minister of Christ must be faithful and' constant in the discharge
of his office. What are the words of St. Paul as to ministerial faith
fulness? "Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ,
and stewards of the mysteries of God. Moreover, it is required in
stewards that they be found faithful" (1 Corinthians 4: 2). Faith
ful to God, faithful to the Saviour, faithful to the Spirit, faithful
to the Word, faithful to the hearers, and faithful to themselves.



356 The Gospel Magazine

MInisters have also to be constant in the discharge of their
office'. "Preach the Word; be instant in season, OlUt of season."
I often feel to fail in this respect, for human nature gives way
when opponents arise and say, "That there is a time for every
thing," "A time to keep silence and a time to speak." Still the
words sound in mine ears again and again, "Be instant in season,
out of season; reprove, rebuke,exhort with all long suffering and
doctrine." "Watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the
work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry" (2 Timothy
4- : 2, 5). Now a faithful minister will endeavour to prove himself
to be to those who hear him a sincere, prayerful, diligent, wise, and
patient servant of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The final end of all preaching is God's glory. If ministers preach
the Gospel to the regeneration and conversion of sinners it is to
the glory and praise of God's grace. If they encourage and comfort
the saints in their tribulations it is to the glory of God. If they
edify, build up, establish and settle the people of the Most High
in their most holy faith, it is to the glory of the Triune Jehovah.
"If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any
man minister let him do it as of the ability which God giveth:
that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to
Whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen" (1 Peter
-4: 11).

In conclusion, few shall be my words, for I feel that I have
already said more than you will be able to remember. "Speak
thou," thou minister of the Most High God. "Speak thou the things
which become sound doctrine." "Speak thou" as a minister of
God called and qualified by the Holy Ghost. "Speak thou" the
words of truth authoritatively, faithfully, lovingly, and affection
ately. "Speak thou" to the hearts and consciences of those who
hear thee. Above all, "Speak thou" to the honour and glory of
God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost!

[This sermon has been slightly abbreviated and amended.-Ed.]

" What from Christ that soul shall sever,

Bound by everlasting bands?

Once in Him, in Him for ever,
Thus th' eternal covenant stands;

None shall pluck thee
From the Strength of Israel's hands."

-John Kent.
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IN considering the lives of some of the most eminent Scots worthies,
it is noticeable how young in years they were when their earthly
courses concluded. To be merely acquainted with their writings is
suggestive of mature age, and is certainly suggestive of men who
were profoundly taught of God. Amongst those who were born in
the seventeenth century may be mentioned Hugh Binning, 26 years;
Andrew Gray, 22 years; T. Halyburton, 38 years; A. Shields, 40
years; G. Gillespie,35 years; and J Durham, 36 years of age.
We desire, for the subect of this brief memoir, to relate some
experiences from the life of the last-mentioned, James Durham,
who died 300 years ago.

James Durham was born in 1622, and was descended from the
family of Grange Durham, in the parish of Monifeith, in the shire
of Angus. Having gone through all the parts of ,useful learning
with success, he left the university before he was graduate, and for
some time lived as a private gentleman at his own dwelling-house
in the country. Although regarded as morally good in his life', he
was as yet a stranger to scriptural religion in the exercise and
power of it. He was first married to a daughter of the laird of
Duntervie; his wife and her mother were both very pious women.

I.-HIS CONVERSION TO THE LORD AND CALL TO THE MINISTRY ,

His conversion to the Lord was very remarkable; for, going with
his wife to visit her mother, in the parish of Abertorn, some miles
west from Edinburgh, it so transpired that the sacrament was to
be administered in the parish at the time. Upon Saturday, his
mother-in-law earnestly pressed him to go with them to church
and hear the sermon. At first he displayed much unwillingness
but, partly by their persuasion, and partly from his own com
plaisant disposition, he went along with them.' The minister who
preached was affectionate and serious in his delivery, and, though
the sermon was a plain familiar discourse, yet his seriousness fixed
Mr. Durham's attention, and he was much affected therewith.

But the change was reserved until the morrow. On returning
home he said to his mother-in-law, "The minister hath preached
very seriously this day, I shall not need to be pressed to go to
church tomorrow." Accordingly, on the Sabbath morning, rising
early, he went to church, where Mr. Melville preached from 1 Peter
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2: 7, " Unto you therefore which believe He is precious/' when he
so sweetly and seriously opened up the preciousness of Christ, and
the Spirit of God wrought so effectually upon Mr. Durham's spirit
that, in hearing of this sermon, he first closed with Christ and then
went to the Lord's table and took the seal of God's covenant.

From thence he cordially embraced the interest of Christ and
His Cause, and gave himself up much to reading, for which reason,
that he might be free of all dIsturbance, he had a study built for
himself. In this little chamber he gave himself to reading, prayer,
and meditation. James Durham not only became an experimental
Christian, but also very learned and capable. One evidence of this
he gave in a short dispute with one of the ministers of Dundee while
he was in that town. After some discourse with the minister, which
turned upon the Popish controversy, Durham confuted his disputant
and so put him to silence that he could not answer a word.

Mr. Durham went to Glasgow and studied divinity under Mr.
David Dickson, and made such proficiency that in 1646 he was
licensed by the presbytery of Irvine to preach the gospel. The next
year, upon Mr. Dickson's recommendation, the session of Glasgow
appointed Mr. Ramsay, one of their ministers, to entreat Mr.
Durham to come and preach in Glasgow. According he came, and
preached two Sabbaths and one weekday. The session being fully
satisfied with his doctrine and the gifts bestowed upon him by the
Lord for service in the ministry, unanimously called him to the
ministry of the Blackfriars church, then vacant, and he became
minister there in 1647.

H.-THE WORK OF THE MINISTRY

James Durham applied himself to the work of the ministry with
great diligence, but, considering that no man that warreth should
entangle himself with the affairs of this life, he obtained leave of
his people to return to his own country for a little time to settle
his worldly affairs. Yet, even there, he was not idle, and preached
every Sabbath. First, he preached at Dundee, before a great
company, from Romans 1 : 16. In all places he indeed acted like an
ambassador for Christ, and handled the gospel of peace to good
purpose.

News being received of the sickness of his wife, he returned to
Glasgow where, in a few days his wife, who had been the desire
of his eyes, died. His Christi.an submission under this afflicting
dispensation was most remarkable, for, after a short silence, he said
to some about him, "Now, who could persuade me that this
dispensation of God's providence was good for me, if the Lord had
not said it was so?" He was afterwards married to Margaret Muir,
relict of Zachariah Boyd, minister of the Barony church of Glasgow.

In 1650 he attended King Charles Il's family as chaplain, in



which station, though the times were difficult as abounding with
snares and temptations, he did so wisely and faithfully acquit
himself that there was a conviction left upon the conscience of all
who observed him. His ambition was to have God's favour rather
than the favour of great men, and he studied more to profit their

. souls than to pander to the flesh. One instance of this was that,
being called upon to preach before Parliament, where many rulers
were present, he preached from John 3: 10, " Art thou a master of
Israel, and knowest not these things?" On this occasion he mostly
insisted that it was a most accountable thing for rulers and nobles
in Israel to be ignorant of the necessary things of regeneration,
and being born again of the Spirit, and did most seriously press all,
from the king to the beggar, to seek and to know experimentally
these things.

In the whole of his ministry he was a burning and a shining light,
and particularly he shone in humility and self-denial. Durham was
devout in all parts of his ministerial work, but more eminently so
at communion occasions. Then he endeavoureq, through grace, to
work himself up to such a divineness of frame as very much suited
the spiritual nature of that ordinance. Yea, he spoke at some of
these occasions as a man that had been in heaven, commending
Jesus Christ, making a glorious display of grace.

\
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1Il.-HIS LEARNED WORKS

His learned and pious works are a Commentary on the Revelation;
72 sermons on the 53rd chapter of Isaiah; an exposition of the
Ten Commandments; an exposition of the Song of Solomon; and
numerous sermons, displaying all features of the counsel of God.
We will quote a few gems from his exposition of the Song of
Solomon.

" Christ hath resting places and shadows for refreshing and
hiding His people, in all the storms and heats they may meet
with. Believers under straits sometimes may not know well
how either to rid themselves out of temptations or to quiet
themselves under crosses, till Christ helps them with light and
strength; they cannot know the well whence their supply and
consolation cometh till it be discovered to them, as it was to
Hagar."

"Believers are never more beautiful in Christ's eyes than
when their own spots are most discernible to themselves; and
ofttimes when they are sharpest in censuring themselves, He is
most ready to absolve and commend them."

" Must not Christ be lovely when his people get eyes to see
Him? And must it not bea heartsome life to be in heaven,
where they behold Him, who is fair and lovely, as He is, and
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have their eyes fixed on Him for ever; when He is so beautiful
even herea,way, when we see Him but darkly through a glass,
and much of His beauty is veiled from our eyes? "

" Although believers may seem for a time to be neglected,
and as it were forgotten, yet will the Lord gather them all in
at last, as His choice of all the world, they being the flowers
of His garden. There is a good day coming to believers, when
not one of them shall be left to grow in this fighting church;
but He shall take them to' the King's Palace, there to be for
ever with Him."

.4

" It is the duty of believers to long ,and pray fpr Christ's
second coming, and when they are in a right frame and case
they will do so. Love to Christ Himself, who, at His appear
ing, is to be glorified; love to the church in general, which at
that day is to be adorned as a bride for her husband; and
love to a believer's own happiness, which in that day is fully
to be perfected, do all call for this. It is no marvel that the
Spirit and the Bride say come, and cry constantly, Haste, my
beloved, until this desire is fulfilled.';

We extract the following from his commentary on Isaiah 53,
verse 1, where Durham discourses upon grace and free-will:

".... If we loose but this one pin, in making faith and
conversion not to depend on grace but on free-will, then the
whole fabric of grass falls down flat; then God should elect us
because we were to elect Him, contrary to the Scripture, which
tells us that He elects us, not we Him, and that our closing
with Him by faith depends on His electing of us. It over
turns the perseverance of the saints, for if believing depend
on free-will, then our perseverance depends on it also; for, if
the man's free-will change, he may fall back anq break his
neck in a manner at the very threshold of heaven .... whereas
it is the glory of grace to have all flesh in its debt and common,
as having loved freely, elected, called, justified, sanctified, and
carried on the work of grace, till it end and' be perfected in
glory; freely; which is the song of the redeemed, Rev. 1 : 5-6.
. . . . If ye were to make the bargain of grace, whether would
you think it more comfortable and sure, that the effectual
ness of believing and perseverance should hang on the grace
of God, or on your own free-will, especially considering the
depravity of your will? Doleful would your condition be, if
free-will were the base and foundation, and God used no more
than external persuasion; how specious soever this opinion
seem to be, because it puts it in man's option to believe, and
convert himself, or not, as he pleaseth; yet it overturns the
whole strain of the gospel, and quite eclipseth the glory of
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grace, and cuts the very throat of your consolation, and is the
great ground of POPERY, PELAGIANISM, and ARMINIANISM."

We also quote from his discourse on the 11 th verse:

" For if this be a truth that our Lord's siJfferings and soul
travail cannot but hav~ fruit, and the fruit that he aimed at
therein, then-

I.-There is a definite, particular, and certain number
elected, to partake of the benefit of Christ's sufferings, because
there is only such a particular number that is given to Christ
to be redeemed_ by Him, and that do actually partake of the
benefit of His sufferings, which cannot fail.

H.-That's Christ's sufferings are not intended as a price
and satisfaction for the sins of all and every one; for so He
should not see the fruit of the travail of His soul, but should
in a great part miss and lose it, if He had intended that the
travail of His soul should have been undergone for Judas as
well as for Peter.

III.-There is here a ground for the certainty and efficacy
of the grace of God in converting elect sinners; for Christ
cannot lose these who are committed to Him to be redeemed,
more than he can lose the fruit of His sufferings; then sure
faith is not left pendulous on man's free-will, but it is put out
of the question, as to all his own, through his undertaking;
as He saith, 'No man can come to me, except the Father
draw him'; so He saith, these that are given SHALL and
must COME TO ME. .

IV.-See here the truth of the persever.ance of the elect and
regenerate saints, who are appointed to be the fruit of his soul
travail, and a satisfaction to him for the same; for if they
should fail, and not persevere to the end, the promise made
to the Redeemer shall be cast loose, and not be necessarily
performed and fulfilled.

V.-See how the salvation of elect sinners depends on the
engagement betwixt God and the Mediator. Their redemp-:
tion depends on his payjng of the price, and their attaining
the benefit of it depends on God's engagement to the Mediator;,
therefore we are said, 1 Peter 1, to be 'kept by the power
of God through faith unto salvation.' It serves withal to clear
the sovereignty of God, and the freeness of His grace, when
sinners cannot pretend to have any hand in the work to mar
the beauty and efficacy of grace that shine therein."

IV.-SICKNESS AND DEATH

In the time of his latter sickness, Mr. Carstairs, his colleague in
the ministry, was moved to desire Mr. Durham to name his suc-
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cessor. After some demur, enjoining secrecy till it was nearer his
death, he at last named Mr. David Veitch, then minister of Covan;
but afterwards, when dying, to the magistrates, ministers, and some
of the people, he named three others, to take any of them they
pleased. This alteration made Mr. Carstairs enquire the reason,
after the rest were gone; to whom Durham replied, "0 brother,
Mr. Veitch is too ripe for heaven to be transported to any church
on earth; he will be there almost as soon as 1." And so it proved,
for Durham died the Friday after, and next Sabbath Veitch
preached. Though knowing nothing of this, he told the people
that it would be his last sermon to them, and the same night taking
to bed, he died the next Friday morning about three o'clock, the
time that Druham had died, as Dr. Rattray, who was witness to
both, did declare.

When on his death-bed, Mr. Durham was under considerable
darkness about his state, and said to Carstairs' brother, "For all
that I have preached and written, there is but one Scripture I can
remember or dare grip unto; tell me if I dare lay the weight of my
salvation upon it: (Whosoever cometh unto Me, I will in no wise
cast out'?" Mr. Carstairs answered, "You may depend upon it,
though you had a thousand salvations at hazard." When he was
drawing towards his departure, though in great conflict and agony,
yet he sensibly, through the strength of Cod's grace, triumphantly
overcame, and cried, in a rapture of holy joy, some little time before
he committed his soul to Cod, " Is not the Lord good? Is he not
infinitely gnod? See how he smiles! I do say it, and I do proclaim
it." He died on Friday, the 25th of June, 1658, in the 36th year
of his age.

Thus died the eminently pious and judicious James Durham,
whose labours always aimed at the advancement of practical
Christianity, and whose praise in the gospel is throughout all the
churches where truth is known. He was also one of great integrity
and authority in the country where he lived, insomuch that when
any difference arose, he was always chosen by both parties as their
great referee or judge, unto whose sentence all parties submitted.
Such was the quality of his calm and healing spirit.

His colleague, John Carstairs, in his funeral sermon, from Isaiah
57: 1-2, "The righteous perisheth, and no man layeth it to heart,"
gives him this character: "Know ye not that there is a prince
among pastors fallen today, a faithful and wise steward, who knew
well how to give Cod's children their food in due season, a gentle
and kind nurse, a faithful admonisher and reprover, a skilful coun
sellor in all straits and difficulties; in dark matters he was eyes to
the blind, feet to the lame, a burning and shining light in the dark
world, an interpreter of the Word among a thousand; to him man
gave ear, and after his words no man spake again." F.e.
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PERSONALITY OF GOD THE HOLY GHOST

To God the Holy Ghost,
The Lord of truth and grace,

The Church on earth, and heavenly host,
Ascribe eternal praise.

He wills, and speaks, and acts
For God and sinful men;

And writes, within us, gospel facts
With an immortal pen.

The things of God most deep
He searches and reveals;

And when, by Him, for sin we weep,
Our souls, through faith, He heals.

To Him are all things known,
And here His Godhead shines:

He brings the truth from Jesu's throne
In bright celestial lines.

His glories let us tell;
His Name be all-adored

As God distinct, yet One as well
Within the Triune Lord.

-Thomas Row, 1817.
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THOMAS Row (1786-1868) was Baptist minister at Hadleigh, in
Suffolk, and at Little Gransden, Cambridgeshire, and was well
known in the Eastern Counties. He published two volumes of
Hymns. There were 529 hymns in Book I (Concise Spiritual Poe~ms,
1817) and 543 hymns in Book II (Original and Evangelical Hymns,
1822).

From the moment of his call by grace to that of his call to glory,
the true Christian knows something of the meaning of true repent
ance. The longer a child of God lives, the more he is made con
scious of his utter depravity by nature, and his utter dependence
.upon the finished work of the Redeemer for his soul's salvation.

-The late Pastor S. W. White, 1954.
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H FOLLOWER-ON "

" 1 LOVE THE LORD" (Psalm 116)

1 HAVE often thought how kind and gracious are the first two verses
of the 116th Psalm: « I love the Lord, because He hath heard my
voice and my supplications; because He hath inclined His ear unto
me, therefore will I call upon Him as long asl.live."

It seems to read as the attitude of a child being happy when he
gets something he wanted and asked the Lord; and He has heard
me, 1 love Him, and will pray all the time. He will enrich me,
1 love Him.

The Comforter has taught me that He Himself knows all about
all my requests and teaches the children of His love to plead the
sacrifice of Himself as a reason of such a gift, and such a request
from the Son, made in His Own Name as exalted by the Father,
is never denied Him. All the requests that Christ presents to His
Father are received and given; all being through Him, they are
pure (I saw this in some book). "I love the Lord; I will call upon
Him as long as I live." « I was brought low and He help,ed me'"
(verse 6). There are hard things, or may be, before me; but He
has heard me-a blessed beginning, if no more.

The Psalm can scarcely bear the weight of its own blessed promise,
and an extra verse-indeed, a Psalm of two verses-is added to
praise Him, "for His merciful kindness is great."

It is a lovely Psalm (the 116th), alternating between the high place
and the Iow in praise and prayer. It tells us that the death of His
saints is "precious" in His sight. , ," ',' ,"

I think that for some time I have, as it were, been sitting On
the bank of the brook Cherith, watching my capabilities get lower
and less; this pen is drier.

I t is always difficult to know whether hard things are made and
sent for the exercise of the people's faith; or for the guidance and
trial of patience and submission, that they come behind to learn that
(l Salvation is of the Lord." FOLLOWER-ON.

[With this article we received the following message from our
esteemed contributor:

"I enclose my MS-shall I say, the last above
FOLLOWER-ON. I believe it is Himself who guides me: It has
been on my mind for a considerable time."

A reference to this appears under "Current Topics" in this issue..
-Editor.]



The Gospel Maga(,ine

CURRENT TOPICS

365

'" FOLLOWER-ON"
'On another page appears the intimation from" FOLLOWER-ON"

that the time has come when we can no longer expect the contri
butions from her pen to the Magazine. This must be a matter
that touches the heart of our aged contributor, as well as the hearts
of many who have for so many years read the short articles under
her nom-de-plume.

We thank God for all the grace given to her over so long a time
in "bringing things new and old" out of God's Holy Word, and
we pray that in her advanced age she herself may be blessed day by
day by the God of all grace out of the same Holy Word.

We are not quite sure when "FOLLOWER-ON» first began to
write for the Magazine. We notice in the issue of March, 1908,
a short contribution on "Giving." It is over the signature "A
FOLLOWER-ON," and there are other similar articles in the July,
October, and December issues of the same year.

SIXTY YEARS

Since writing the above we are informed that a first "paper"
was sent about 1898 by "FOLLOWER-ON" to Mr. A. J. Baxter, of
Cavendish Chapel, Eastbourne, who printed the now well-known
signature, adding" We would like to hear more from FOLLOWER
ON." This was followed by a few occasional papers.

'Then, on her removal from the North to Bristol and to Mr.
Ormiston's congregation at St. Mary-Ie-Port, articles from
FOLLOWER-ON began to appear in The Gospel M agadne. Our con
tributor wrote regularly from 1910 to the present issue) depending
solely upon God's help and always desiring , to speak good of His
Name." " FOLLOWER-ON" would say that it has "all been so
entirely of Him."

USEFUL BOOK ON ROMANISM
The differences between the teachings of the Church of Rome

and the Truths of the Bible are convincingly set forth in a new
publication entitled, "But the Bible does not say so," an Italian
work by the Rev. Roberto Nisbet, Vice-Moderator of the Waldensian
Church, translated by Mrs. Hilda Nott.

It is published at 2j6d. (postage 4id.) by the Church Book Room
Press, 7 Wine Office Court, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4. It has
over eighty pages of text, and is well printed. It is in the helpful
form of question and answer, and in eighteen short chapters it covers
all the main points of the errors of the Church of Rome in doctrine
and practice.
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Professor Sir Douglas Savory contributes the Foreword in which
he states: "I do not know of any work which sets forward so
clearly the dogmas of the Roman Catholic Church and refutes
them so clearly and incisively. This little booklet should be in the
hands of all Protestants to enable them to give a reason for the
faith that is in them."

Under the question What are some of the most famous miracles
of the Church of Rome? reference is made to The Blood of St.
Januarius at Naples, The Holy House at Loreto, Lourdes, The
Madonna of Syracuse. We venture to' quote the comment on
L0'urdes (page 68) :

LOURDES

In 1858, Bernadette Soubirous, a little girl of fourteen living
at Lourdes in the Pyrenees, declared that she had seen a vision
of the Madonna. Other children who were with her at the
time saw nothing. After repeated appearances to the child
the apparition revealed herself as the Immaculate Conception.

It is noteworthy that the cure of the parish to whom the
girl and her family were well known, refused to believe in
the miracle until the Bishop decided in favour of her story.

The fact that the virgin appeared holding the Rosary and
reciting the Ave Maria to herse'!f is remarkable.

The book is easy to read. It is simple, straightforward, and very
informing.

The Lord pours His Word upon His people: "My doctrine shall
drop as the rain; My speech shall distil as the dew." "As the rain
cometh down and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither,
but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud; that
it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: so shall My
Word be that goeth forth out of My mouth" (Isa. 55: 10, 11).
It shall fall like rain up0'n the tender grass; the Word of Gnd is
just like that. What a difference there is between handling the
Bible, and a part of the Bible dealing with you; between your
reading God's Word, good as that is and proper, and the Word
of God reading the will of God to you, reading the love of God
to you, reading some promise into your heart and conscience; the
Word of God telling you the kind intentions of God with respect
to you; telling you that He knows the thoughts that He thinks
towards you, "th0'ughts of peace, and not of evil, to' give you an
expected end" (Jer. 29: 11). What a difference! It is to be
feared that the bulk of Bible readers read it, and there is an end
of it. But it is a mercy that some Bible readers do know what it is
for the Bible to read out to them something of God, God's l0've and
God's intentions and God's mercies in Jesus Christ.

-Pastor]. K. Popham.
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[In a very recent letter we were asked to include some statement
on the subject of Sanctification. We feel that we cannot do better
than give an article by the late Editor, the Rev. Thomas Houghton,
which appeared in The Gospel Magazine, February, 1937. It can
be seen in Mr. Houghton's book, « The Holy Spirit," 1937, Gospel
Magazine Office.]

THE sanctification of God's people may rightly be attributed to the
Three Persons in the Trinity. The p'eople of God were sanctified by
God the Father before the foundation of the world. He chose them
in Christ in eternal times, and thus in His purpose He sanctified, or
set them apart, to be the objects of His saving mercy. They were
chosen in Christ that they should be holy and without blame before
God. (See Eph. 1: 4). To Jeremiah the Lord said, "Before I
formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth
out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet
unto the nations" (Jer. 1 : 5). The Apostle Paul, too, was sanctified
or set apart in the Divine purpose before he was born. "God," he
says, "separated me from my mother's womb" (Gal. 1 : 15).

Sanctification is attributed also to God the Son. « Wherefore
Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His Own blood,
suffered without the gate" (Heb. 13: 12). Christ's blood by its
cleansing operations sets God's people apart from the uncleansed
and the unforgiven. Thus are they" sanctified through the offering
of the body of Jesus Christ once for all" (Heb. 10: 10). He "loved
the Church, and gave Himself for it, that He mIght sanctify and
cleanse it" (Eph. v. 25, 26).

All the blessings of redemption, however, procured by the obed
ience unto death of Christ, and purposed by the Father to be exper
ienced and enjoyed by the Church, are communicated to each
member of Christ's mystical body by the Holy Spirit. The blessings
for which God's people are chosen by the Father are ultimately
enjoyed by them « through sanctification of the Spirit" (1 Peter
1 : 2). The Father's choice of them to salvation takes effect "through
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth" (2 Thess. 2 : 13).
Sanctification is, therefore, largely associated with the operations of
the Holy Spirit. A true child of God can say, " I believe in God the
Holy Ghost, Who sanctifieth me and all the elect people of God."

It is important, however, to have clear Scriptural ideas of the
meaning of sanctification. There seems to be a tendency in some
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quarters to regard sanctification as a blessing which is obtained
through faith at a time subsequent to conversion. I t has been
suggested, too, that whereas justification by faith was the doctrine
prominent amongst the Reformers in the sixteenth century, sancti
fication by faith is the doctrine which was prominent in the nine
teenth century, and this latter view was attributed to what has been
called the Holiness Movement.

The first suggestion seems to us to do a great injustice to the
Reformers. Anyone carefully reading the prayers in the English
Prayer Book must be convinced that the English Reformers attached
great importance to a holy and godly life. Take such petitions as the
following: "Grant, 0 most merciful Father, for His sake, that we
may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of
Thy Name"; "Grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run
into any kind of danger; but that all our doings may be ordered by
Thy governance, to do always that is righteous in Thy sight."

EXEGESIS OF ACTS 26: 18

With regard to the doctrine of « sanctification by faith/' the
question arises, is it a Scriptural expression? The passage in which
the words occur (Acts 26: 18) should, we believe, more rightly be
explained quite differently from what it is often understood to mean.
The words, we believe, mean that those who are turned from dark
ness to light receive two blessings by faith in Christ. Frist, they
receive" remission of sins," and secondly they receive" inheritance
among them which are sanctified." ,

Sanctification in its primary meaning is bestowed independently
of any faith on our part. It is that blessing of regeneration produced
by the Holy Ghost in a dead sinner who, until he is regenerated, is
incapable of faith. Faith in Christ is the outcome of being born of
God, not the cause of the new birth (1 John 5 : 1). Not until the
sinner is quickened is he capable of exercising faith at all. Eternal
life will ultimately be the portion of those who have faith in Christ,
but spiritual life, the life of one who has been regenerated by the
Spirit, must precede faith. It follows that the sanctifying operation
of the Spirit, by which those dead in trespasses and sins are quick
ened and regenerated, is a sovereign and gracious act of the Holy
Ghost, independently of the faith of the dead in sin. In the primary
meaning of the word we believe it is unscriptural to speak of
" sanctificatio'n or holiness by faith."

The late Bishop J C. Ryle says, "After all, the precise phrase,
, sanctified by faith,' is only found once in the New Testament. The
Lord Jesus said to Saul, ' I send thee, that they may receive forgive
ness of sins and inheritance among them which are sanctified by
faith that is in Me.' Yet even there I agree with Alford, that ( by
faith' belongs to the whole sentence, and must not be tied to the
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word 'sanctified.' The true sense is, ' that by faith in Me they may
receive forgiveness of sins and inheritance among them that are
sanctified.' (Compare Acts 26: 18 with Acts 20: 32)." (HoNness:
Its Nature, Etc., by Bishop]. C. Ryle, pp. 12, 13).

Dr. David Brown evidently concurs in this interpretation when he
says, "It will be observed that faith is here made the instrument of
salvation at once in its first stage, , forgiveness of sins,' and in its last,
admission to the home of the sanctified; and that the faith which
introduces the soul to all this is emphatically declared by the glorified
Redeemer to be a faith resting upon Himself-' Faith, even that
which is in Me.''' Again, he says, " It is by faith in the Lord Jesus
alone-' faith that is in Me '-that men' obtain forgiveness of sins
and inheritance among them that are sanctified.''' (famieson,
Fausset and Brown's Commentary, The Acts, pp. 174, 177).

Dr. Gill on Acts 26 : 18 says, " For the phrase < bY' faith that is in
Me,' is not to be connected with the word < sanctified,' but with the
word < rrceive,' in the preceding clause; and has respect to both
benefits, which it receives from Christ."

Thus the doctrine of « holiness by faith" appears to be built on
a false exegesis of one passage of Scripture.

I.-THE SANCTIFYING OPERATIONS OF THE SPIRIT

Now let us notice that all spiritual blessings are due to the sancti
fying .operations of the Spirit.

Until He operates we are dead in trespasses and sins. We are
without Christ, without hope and without God. We are destitute of
spiritual life, and we fulfil the desires of the flesh and of the mind,
and are by nature the children of wrath, even as others. But a time
comes in the history of the chosen objects of God's mercy when
He, because of His great love to them, quickens them and saves them
by His grace. He operates upon them in such a way that they" are
created in Christ Jesus unto good works. (See Eph. 2: 1-12). This
mighty change is brought about through His Spirit.

" According to His mercy He saved us, by the washing of regener
ation, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; which He she (poured) on
us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour." The result is we
are" justified by His grace" and " made heirs according to the hope
of eternal life" (Titus 3 : 5-7). These great blessings are attributed
to the pouring out of the Holy Ghost upon God's chosen people.

So in 2 Thessalonians 2 : 13 God's choice of His people takes effect
"through sanctification of the Spirit." The final result is that they
"obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Thess. 2 : 14).

So God's election of His people" unto obedience and sprinkling of
the blood of Jesus Christ" takes effect "through sanctification of



the Spirit, and the final result is " an inheritance incorruptible, and
undefiled, and that fadeth not away" (1 Peter 1 : 2.4).

This is further emphasised by the Apostle Paul in his words to the
saints at Corinth. They had all been sunk in sin. They had been
guilty more or less of fornication, idolatry, adultery, theft, covetous
ness, drunkenness, and extortion. If left in this awful condition they
would have been excluded from ever from inheriting the kingdom
of God. But a mighty change bad taken place, through infinite and
Divine grace, and the apostle was able to say to them, "But ye are
washed, but yet are sanctified, but ye are justified in the Name of
the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God" (1 Cor. 6 : 9-11). By
the operation of the Spirit they had been washed, sanctified, and
justified, and hence they were certain to be glorified; for " whom
He justified, them He also glorified."

H.-ALL BELIEVERS ARE EQUALLY SANCTIFIED

Secondly, let us notice that sanctification, equally with justi
fication, is fully and equally experienced by all Cod's regenerated
people.

It seems to be held in some quarters that a sinner may be
justified and not sanctified, or that his sanctification is only partial
and needs to be entire and full. Or the word " c<;msecration" is
used, and it is suggested that some are consecrated Christians and
other Christians are not consecrated, or are not fully consecrated.
Bishop R yle says that" modern teachers ... tell us that professing
Christians are of three sorts-the unconverted, the converted, and
the partakers of the' higher life' of complete consecration," and he
adds, "I doubt, indeed, whether we have any warrant for saying
that a man con possibly be converted without being consecrated to
God.... If he was not consecrated to God in the very day that he
was converted and born again, I do not know what conversion
means." (Holiness: Its Nature, Etc., pp. 23. 24).

In this connection it should be noted as a remarkable fact that
the word "consecration" does not occur in the New Testament,
and that the word" consecrated" only occurs twice, and then it is
not used in connection with the sanctification of a sinner. (See
Heb. 7: 28; 10: 20). This fact should surely make us pause in
teaching that believers need .to "pass by one enormous step into a
state of entire consecration."

When we come to the plain declarations of Scripture, it becomes
evident that all believers are both sanctified and justified, and that
they are all equally sanctified and equatly justified. Believers in
apostolic times were no doubt much the same as believers in our own
time. They varied in knowledge, spiritual ripeness, and spiritual
fruitfulness. There was much that was imperfect in the spiritual
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state of the members of the Church at Corinth. The apostle had to
tell them that they were characterised by "envying and strife and
divisions" (1 Cor. 3 : 3). Yet he said of them all without exception,
"Ye are washed, ye are sanctified, ye are justified" (1 Cor. 6: 11).
He addressed his letter « t,o them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus"
(1 Cor. 1 : 2). Sanctification, whatever it means, was not a blessing
to be experienced at some future date following their justification.
It was a blessing then enjoyed. They were sanctified when he
wrote to them, and they were as much sanctified as they were
justified. In the primary meaning of the term this was true. This
we suggest is the uniform teaching of the New Testament. Note the
following uniform declarations :-

" All them which are sanctified )J (Acts 20 : 32).
" Them which are sanctified" (Acts 26 : 18).
" Them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus" (1 Cor. 1 : 2).
., Ye are sanctified" (1 Cor. 6: 11).
"They who are sanctified" (Heb. 2 : 11).
" By the which will we are sanctified" (Heb. 10: 10).
"Them that are sanctified)J (Heb. 10: 14).

PRECISE IvIEANING OF SANCTWICATION

This leads us to notice the precise meaning of Sanctification.

Both in the Old Testament and in the New, the verb "to
sanctify" means to separate, to set apart. Thus the' seventh day
was" sanctified," or set apart, from all other days (Gen. 2 : 3).

The Jewish priests were sanctified, or set apart, to minister unto
the Lord (Exod. 28:41).

The tabernacle and its furniture were sanctified, or set apart, for
the Lord's service (Exod. 40: 9-13).

The people of Israel were a holy, sanctified, separated. or set
apart, people unto the Lord (Deut. 7: 6; 14: 2,21).

In like manner the spiritual Israel are all a sanctified, a holy, a
separate, a set apart people unto the Lord. They are the spiritual
temple of God, and" the temple of God is holy," that is, set apart,
or sanctified. (See 1 Cor. 3: 16, 17). All the regenerated people
of God are (not shall be) « a chosen generation, a royal priesthood,
an holy nation)J (1 Peter 2 : 9).

In like manner they are all saints, holy or sanctified ones, set
apart from the world. They have not to wait till the Pope canonises
them, and places them in the company of canonised saints, hundreds
of years after they have died. They are saints now.

The words" saint" and "holy" are the same word in the Greek
of the New Testament. The word thus translated" saint" means
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set apart, sanctified, and it is applied to all believers without ex
ception. All who are regenerated by the Holy Ghost are saints or
sanctified persons. We need to insist strongly on this great truth.
Scripture knows nothing of confining the term "saint" to the
apostles or to persons whom the Church of Rome canonises.

We never read in Scripture of "Saint" Paul, "Saint" Peter, or
" Saint" John. The usc of such a title suggests that the apostles
may rightly be called saints, but not so ordinary Christians. When
we examine the New Testament we find that, however believers
might differ from one another in spiritual knowledge, spiritual gifts,
or spiritual fruits, they were all called "saints," or sanctified ones.
Hence all were sanctified. Ananias in reference to the persecution
of God's people by Saul said, "Lord, I have heard ... how much
evil he hath done to Thy saints at Jerusalem" (Acts 9 : 13). Paul
speaks of "the poolr saints which are at Jerusalem" (Rom. 15 : 26).
He speaks of "all the Churches of the saints" (1 Cor. 14: 33). He
addressed his second Epistle to the Corinthians "to the Church of
God which is at Corinth, with all the saints which are in all Achaia"
(2 Cor. 1 : 1). He speaks of « the saints which are at Ephesus, and
the faithful in Christ" (Eph. 1 : 1).

Sometimes one believer is singled out by another and it is said,
" he or she is a saint," as though saintship were confined to a select
class of Christian. This is wholly unscripturaI. We need to insist
on the great Bible truth that all believers are the saints of God.
All have been sanctified by the Holy Ghost.

If it be asked when this sanctification is experienced, we answer,
when the sinner experiences the regenerating power of the Holy
Ghost. Then he, who up to that time was dead in sin, is quickened
and made spiritually alive. Thus he is separated, set apart from
the spiritually dead. Then being conscious of sin and being led to
trust in the merits of Christ, he is justified and cleansed.

He is thus set apart from the unforgiven and from those still
under condemnation. In other words, the effectual call of a sinner
separates or sets him apart from the world, and brings him out of
the broad way into the narrow. Henceforth he is a new creature in
Christ. He sings the new song, and lives a new life. He is sanctified.
He is holy unto the Lord.

" Every believer," says the late Robert Brown, of Scarborough,
"therefore, has not only been justified; but he has likewise been
sanctified, and has been 'made meet to be a partaker of the
inheritance of the saints in light'" (Col. 1: 12).

Robert Traill says, "Sanctification is the same with re~eneration;

the same with the renovation of the whole man." Again, he says,
" Never a man is justified but he is also sanctified; and never a man
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is sanctified but he is also justified; all the elect of God, all the
redeemed, have both these blessings passing upon them." (Quoted
by Bishop Ryle, Holiness: Its Nature, Etc., pp. 460, 462).

Principal James Willoughby says, "To be 'sanctified' is to be
, set apart from a common to a sacred use.' The Holy Spirit enters
the blood-bought soul, implants within it a new, holy nature, and in
this way sets apart that soul from the service of sin to the service
of God."

VVe may here conveniently introduce a quotation from the late
Dr. Adolph Saphir. He says, " The idea of holiness, as I have often
had occasion to remark, is a twofold one. The first, the fundamental,
the primary idea, is that which God in His election separates unto
Himself. The second idea, which is merely derivative, although
special and precious, is the idea of purity-that which He has
separated unto Himself is to consider itself separated from sin, and
from the world, and from all ungodliness.. " Precious as this idea is
(i.e., the idea of purity), to present this separate from the primary
idea brings us back into the flesh and to the law, and to that which
is in contradistinction to all the doctrines of grace. And so it came
to pass that people spoke about a very holy man. Could you
imagine the Apostle Paul, or the Apostle John, saying, ' very holy'?
They could not say it. The expression' very holy' is an absurdity,
for in holiness there is no degree. We are separated unto God by
Himself. There are degrees of our faithfulness; there are degrees of
our diligence; there are degrees of our attainments; but in holiness
there is no gradation. Likewise it is an utterly unbiblical idea to
speak of ' Saint' Paul or ' Saint' John, as if the other believers were
not saints. Likewise are there no holy places any more: 'where
two or three are gathered together in My Name I will be in the
midst of them' while they are gathered together; but when they are
not gathered together, there is nothing in the place whatever. The
only holy place that we have is the heavenly sanctuary, where Christ
is at the right hand of God." (Divine Unity of Scripture~ pp. 294,
295).

I1l.-THE PRACTICAL OUTCOME OF SANCTIFICATION

Thirdly, let us notice that the sanctifying 'Work of the Holy Ghost
always issues in a more GoT less practically holy life.

The Lord's sanctified people" have put on the new man, which
is renewed in knowledge after the image of Him that created him"
(Col. 3 : 10). The new man "is created in righ.teousness and true
holiness" (Eph. 4: 24). Believers are new creatures in Christ Jesus.
They have new hearts. They have new natures. These natures are
created in righteousness and holiness of truth. In other words, they
are born again, and have thus been sanctified or set apart by the
Spirit for the service of .God. They have, so to speak, put off the old
man and they have put on the new.
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In actual fact, the old man or the old nature, is still there, and
will remain there until the_end. Hence there is a continual conflict
between the old nature and the new, but the constant aim of the
believer is to walk in newness of life. To enable him to do this, the
Holy Ghost Himself has taken up His abode in his heart. The Spirit
of God graciously dwells within His people. (See Rom. 8 : 9, 10;
1 Cor. 3 : 16). Bis indwelling presence secures holy fruit in the life
of each believer. He has united them to Christ (1 Cor. 12: 13).
They are living in union with Christ, as the branches are vitally
connected with the vine.

Dwelling thus in vital union with Him, they bring forth much
fruit (John 15: 5). Note that abiding in Christ is not merely
trusting in Him. It describes vital union with Him, comparable
to the union of the branch to the vine. This abiding or dwelling in
Christ is a permanent experience, and fruit more or less is always
the result. Christ dwells in His people by His Spirit, and the result
of the Spirit's indwelling presence is the cluster of fruit mentioned
in the Epistle to the Galatians (chapter 5 : 22, 23). In greater or less
degree there is always fruit in the lives of the sanctified ones. It is
only branches of the vine in mere outward profession which are
fruitless (John 15 : 2, 6).

But it must be owned that some believers are more fruitful in
the graces of the Spirit than others. This is accounted for by the
partial failure to use Divinely-appointed means.

One important means is reading and prayerfully meditating in the
Word of God. In order that Joshua might observe the Divine
precepts he was to meditate in God's Word day and night (Joshua
1 : 8). The man who walks in holy separation from the world is
one who delights in the law of the Lord, "and in His law doth he
meditate day and night." Such a man" bringeth forth his fruit in
his season" (Ps. 1 : 1-3). "Thy Word have I hid in mine heart,
that I might not sin against Thee" (Ps. 119: 11).

Another important means is prayer. "Praying .always "is en
joined in view of the conflict with evil (Eph. 6: 18). We need to be
strong in the Lord, and it is they that wait upon the Lord who renew
their strength. "Watch and pray," says our Lord, "that ye enter
not into temptation" (Matt. 26 : 41). The exercise of faith in God
will naturally ,accompany such prayer, and the need will be felt for
reliance upon the Spirit's power, if we are to be fruitful in every good
word and work. (See 1 John 5: 4; Rom. 8: 13; Gal. 5: 16,17).

Along with these we need to use regularly the public means of
grace O~l each Lord's d'ay.

We believe that it is the failure to use these means fully that
accounts for the coldness, lukewarmness, worldliness, and .lack of
spiritual fruit which markedly characterises many real children of
God. We live in such a rush, and are so occupied with the things
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of the world, that we fail to give regular time to prayer and
meditation. Bad habits are formed of late retiring and late rising.
The rcsult is that the Bible, if read in the morning at all, is read
hurriedly, and prayer is hurried and short. The newspaper crowds
out the Word of God and prayer to a large extent. Even the
Lord's day is not occupied as much as it ought to be in such
reading, meditation, and prayer, as are really helpful for the mani
festation of spiritual fruit. In the language of James we would
humbly say to ourselves and to our readers, "These things ought
not so to be" (lames 3 : 10).

To bear holy and abundant fruit should be the constant aim and
prayer of all God's people. The Apostle Paul prayed for the Thessa
Ionian ,aints, "The very God of peace sanctify you wholly" (1
'Fhess. 5 : 23). They were already sanctified. This prayer we believe
has reference to the practical outcome of their sanctification. May
God practically sanctify you! May holv fruit be constantly mani
fested in your lives! Not that they would ever be sinless in this life,
but their aim should be to sin not. (See 1 John 2 : 1).

The people of Israel were already, through God's separating grace,
"An holy people unto the Lord" (Deut. 7: 6). Yet the Lord
exhorted them to be holy, that is, He exhorted them to give
practical evidence of their holiness. (See Lev. 20 : 24-26).

In like manner the spiritual Israel are already" an holy nation,"
yet thc apostle says, "He which hath called' you is holy, so be
ye holy in all manner of conversation" (1 Peter 1: 15; 2: 9).
That is to say, they were, in the power of the Spirit, to seek daily
to be practically holy. So although we " have put off the old man
with his deed,," we are practically to put him off by putting away
the sins of the flesh. (Compare Col. 3 : 9, 10, 12, with Eph. 4: 22
to 25).

In conclusion, we would point out that as the old nature con
tinues to remain in us, and as it never improves, but always lusteth
against the Spirit, and is never subject to the law of God, it follows
that conflict will continue to the end, and we can never afford
to put our sword into its scabbard, or cease to watch and pray.
(See Gal. 5 : 17; Rom. 8: 7).

But however much we have to mourn over our f.ailures and sins,
we are always warranted, through infinite grace, to "give thanks
unto the Father, Which HATH MADE US MEET to be partakers of
the inheritance of the saints in light" (Call: 12).

Beware of the doctrine which says we gradually become more and
more meet for the inheritance. The inspired apostle says that God
"HATH MADE US MEET FOR THE INHERITANCE." Let us rejoice in
this grand assurance. THOMAS HOUGHTON.

February, 1937.



VOL. II: THE CHAPELS OF SUSSEX. By RALPH F. CHAMBERS

No small part of the problem confronting the author of such a
volume of this, lies in the difficulty of welding the available materials
into a unified whole. Pastor Chambers has gone far to overcome
this, and has done everything possible in order to give a connected
account, not only of those chapels of which the stories are of deep
inherent interest, but of others where, for various reasons, records
are scanty.

At the outset the author makes it clear that, for his purpose,
" Sussex" means East Sussex, that is " East of a line from Horsham
to Worthing" (probably about two-thirds of the county), and he
points out that the martyrs who suffered death by fire under Queen
Mary Tudor in Sussex, all came from the same area.

Between the time of her death and the beginning of the work of
God, of which this book tells the reader, five or six generations
passed, and there appears to have been no continuous tradition of
evangelical preaching and teaching here during the interval. It
pleased God to favour this part of England with the light of His
truth, not once only in the middle period of the sixteenth century,
but again in the eighteenth and continuously through the nine
teenth to our own day.

In the next place, Pastor Chambers does full justice to the labours
of those servants of God who, not being Strict Baptists themselves,
were instrumental in founding in these regions causes which after
wards became Strict Baptist Churches. Most commendably, the last
chapter is devoted to brief notices of Sussex chapels which have
remained Independent throughout.

APOSTLE OF SUSSEX

Under the heading " A Voice in the Wilderness," a very interest
ing account is given of George Gilbert, known as the Apostle of
Sussex. This includes references to his e.arly life, his first impres
sions concerning the things of God and his fruitful ministry, begin
ning at a time when he was employed by Lord Heathfield in a
responsible position on his estate, and gradually extending to other
parts of the county.

CHAPELS AT BRIGHTON AND CROWBOROUGH

Three chapters are devoted to the chapels of Brighton. Of these
the last is entitled "The Tabernacle and Galeed." It will be of
special interest to many readers since it includes a brief account of
the ministry of Mr. .J. K. Popham. No less interesting are the
chapters entitled " In Dicker Land" and " The Dream which came
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True," which latter includes the story of Forest Fold Chapel,
Crowborough, with a reference to the ministry of Mr. Stanley Delves.

The book is excellently illustrated by more than 50 views of
chapels. Of these, one (Handcross) is a copy of an old drawing.
The others are from photographs by the author. Apart from
spiritual associations, some of the chapels are interesting as build
ings, none more so than the chapel at Shovers Green, which Mr.
Chambers describes as " a typical Sussex-Kent borderland structure,
faced with painted weather board, and with wood shutters to the
windows."

AN ENQUIRY

History has many puzzles. One of these isa strange tradition
which has persisted, apparently unquestioned, for about a century,
in connection with the chapel at Newick, which was built in 1834
(p. 109). It is believed that "on September 25th, 1842, WiIIiam
Carey, the great pioneer missionary, gave an address" within its
walls (p. 110). The article on WiIIiam Carey in the "Dictionary of
National Biagraphy," closes thus: "... He was struck with apoplexy
July, 1833, and lingered ... till 9th June, 1834" (the year in which
Newick Chapel was built). The problem presented by these dates is
obviolls. Doubtless some misunderstanding arose not long after the
period concerned. It would be gratifying if someone living on the
spot should feel sufficient interest in the matter to make enquiries
with a view to clearing it up.

a ON CHRIST THE SOLID ROCK I STAND"

In the chapter entitled" A Hymn that lived," Mr. Chambers has
done well to give Edward Mote's own moving account of the
writing of the well-remembered and well-loved hymn with the
refrain:

" On Christ the solid Rock I stand,
All other ground is sinking sand."

All the verses are here printed without alteration from Mr. Mote's
own " Hymns of Praise." In some instances changes made in the
original wording of hymns have been changes for the better. In this
case one feels that the verse which stands first in most books in
which the hymn is found, was better as its author first wrote it,
inasmuch as it strikes a deeper note than does the more familiar
form, and one is grateful to Mr. Chambers for presenting it to his
readers unchanged.

" My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jeus' blood and righteousness;
'Midst all the hell I feel within,
On His completed work I lean;
On Christ the solid Rock I stand,
All other ground is sinking sand."
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PILGRIM PAPERS

/

"IF GOD BE FOR US, WHO CAN BE AGAINST US?"

By the late REV. DR. D. A. DOUDNEY (1862)

IF God be for us?" But is He?-is He not?

Then how is it I have had so many trials? Did you ever have one
that was too much for you? Did God ever forsake you in one
bring you into trouble, and leave you to get out the best way you
could? If so, when was it? where was it? how was it?

You were very nearly left? Ah, you judge by appearances-by
the natural eye. You were quite as safe then-just as secure-as
now. God looks upon matters in a very different way to what man
regards them.

You could not go' through the same again? Perhaps God does not
intend you should. But if so, the strength afforded then will be given
again. You live by the moment, the life and breath-strength and
courage, for two moments, is never given in one. If the trial is
heavy, you have to stand under it by the moment, and you are
sustained by the moment. The trouble-the sorrow-the distress,
for one hour, is never crammed into a moment, any more than the
strength for an hour is compressed into the same short space of
time. The Lord help you to remember this; the Lord graciously
make it a motto with you, "Momentary trial, momentary strength
to bear the trial."

But I have so many bitters in my cup! Then what think you of
that whic4 your Lord drank?

" How bitter that cup, no heart con conceive,
Which He drank quite up that sinners might live;
His way was much rougher and darker than mine,
Did Christ) my Lord, suffer, and shall I repine."

Think a moment, did you ever have fellowship with Christ in His
sufferings, when He has called you to taste-only just to taste
of the bitter cup? Have you not unconsciously found yourself in a
holy, sympathising contemplation of Him in Gethsemane's garden?
-yea, have you not seemed to bow with Him-to weep with Him
-to groan in that sacred agony which He endured on your behalf?
Have you not, in a moment, been as it were caught away from
your own sufferings to a holy contemplation of His, the effect of
which has been to cause you to lose yourself and your troubles in
Him and His? How light have yours appeared; how trifling-how
shadow-like; how unbecoming the mention of, when Christ and His
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tremendous agonies have been present to your imagination. Oh,
beloved, beloved, a more frequent visit to the garden where our
precious Lord shed as it were great drops of blood falling down to
the ground, would certainly, if we were so indulged, cure us a little
of our grumbling--<JUr murmuring-our fretfulness-our rebellion;
and the conclusion at which we should arrive would be, not the
wondering at our great trials, but the astonishment at our Lord
laying upon us such trifling weights-such small burdens.

But I have' such enemies, and they say such bitter things of me
sa false-so utterly untrue? Had your Lord any enemies? Was
what was said of Him truth? They turned all He said and did to
the very worst account. They said He was a gluttonous man and
a wine-bibber-that He kept company with harlots, and was a
Friend of publicans and sinners. What a mercy that He was a
Friend-yea, that He still is the Friend-of publicans and sinners!
They said, too, that He cast out devils by Beelzebub, the prince of
the devils. Did your foes ever speak so badly of you as that?
Have all your acts of kindness (and surely it has not been a very
great aln, been thus misjudged and thus grossly misrepresented?

But has not any good ever attended upon the back of what your
enemies have said and done? Say, have you never had any appeals
to the throne-

" Lord, Thou knowest all. Is this true? Have I deceived?
Was such my intention? Can I not appeal to Thee, 0 Thou
Searcher of hearts? Dear Father of mercies and God of all
comfort, wilt Thou not appear for Thy child? Wilt Thou
leave-canst Thou forsake? Hast Thou forgotten Thy pro
mise, or canst Thou cease to remember the word unto Thy
servant, upon which Thou hast caused him to hope? See how
I am situated--"':'look upon me in my trouble. I know not
which way to take; Lord, make a way. Be better to me than all
my fears. Display Thy matchless wisdom-show forth Thine
Almighty power-rescue Thy poor, timid, worthless worm
and get to Thyself great glory and praise. Is anything too
hard for the Lord? Bless Thy precious name! Almighty
love-rich grace-free mercy are at Thy bidding, and just
suited and welcome to such poor needy sinners as 1."

Do you know anything of these appeals, reader? and have they
not as it were sprang out of the very trouble-the very accusation
the singularly painful circumstances in which you have been
placed? Oh, then, say not that trouble has done you no good
that your enemies have not (although unintentionally) brought you
many a sweet boon. They meant it for evil, but God intended it
for good.
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Consider further who it is that is for you-the mighty God.
Why, all power is with Him. He does just what He pleases. He
could strike every enemy dead as a stone if He thought proper.
He could remove your every trial-sorrow-calamity, in a moment,
if He saw fit; aye, and more, He would do so if He saw it were
for your advantage. Our Lord is at no loss, neither for wisdom nor
strength. He has placed upon you just what is good for you, and
not the tiniest part of an ounce weight more.

You are fretting and complaining about your troubles; but you
little know what would be the effect of the Lord's removal of them.
You fancy your path would be smooth; you would have time to read
-power to pray-grace to converse; you would visit the sick,
comfort the sorrowful, and cheer the mourners; but do you not know
that all this-if in the Spirit-is of God; and that unless God
specially gave the will, and the ability, you would neither have the
inclination nor the power either to read or to pray, much less to
visit the sick and comfort the disconsolate?

Know you not that affliction-deep, sore trouble-is the great
means which God makes use of to keep His dear children lively
animated-" up and doing"; for this is what the Apostle sets forth
in that Divine charge, " Work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling, for it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do
of His good pleasure?" These trouble-scenes-these sighs, and
groans, and ardent petitionings to the Lord God of Israel, are a
really and truly working out of salvation; and the fruits and effects
of it must and will be blessedly seen in the heart-the life-the
walk and conversation of the living family.

" He lives-the great Redeemer lives!
What joy the blest assurance gives!
And now, enthroned above the skies,
He pleads His holy sacrifice.

" Thus has He met our desperate case,
And given us lasting joy and peace;
The Lamb, whose life can never end,
At once our Sacrifice and Friend.

" Great Advocate, Almighty Friend,
On Thee do all our hopes depend,
Thy cause can never, never fail,
For Thou dost plead, and must prevail.

"In every dark distressing hour,
When sin and Satan join their power,
Let this blest truth repel each dart,
That Thou dost bear us on Thy heart."
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ROMAINE'S LETTER TO HIS SISTER

381
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My DEAR SrsTER,-1 have been waiting for an opportunity to write
to you, and it is now come. You love to hear, and I love to write,
about our common Friend, that matchless, loving, lovely Jesus, a
subject one is never tired of. The more we dwell on it, the sweeter
it grows; the longer we enjoy its sweetness, the more of heaven
will come down to us, till we get up into heaven itself. To see Jesus
in heaven, and to enjoy Him, is the bliss of heaven. Thanks be to
Him, He is the joy of your heart and mine. Although we do know
Him, and rejoice in Him, yet we know but little of what is to be
known; for He is an infinite subject, and we can but know Him
in part.

But let us press on to know more; and, as we grow more humble
and teachable, He will show us more of the excellency of His
knowledge. Pray earnestly for more deep heart-humility. Mind
what He hideth from the worldly wise, He revealeth unto babes,
unto them who are childlike and simple. The Lord make us more
so daily, that we may know Him aright; and then we shall always
see our salvation from sin and hell, and our title to heaven and
glory, in Him.

Wc cannot know Him truly without believing in Him. When
we understand His power, God-man-His errand into the world,
to savc sinners-His Almighty arm, and the love of His bleeding
heart to save them-and what an innumerable cqmpany he has
plucked out of hell's mouth, and raised up to His heaven-the more
we know of these things, the more we can trust Him. He says to
all sinners, "Come to me, and I will save you." 0 what grace is
in thesc lips-that you .and I have heard His voice, and have come,
and arc saved. We do believe, Lord, increase our faith! Let us
pray much for it; because, as our faith in Him increases, so will our
love to Him. I cannot believe He has finished salvation's work for
me, and daily experience miracles of His love, without loving Him
in return; and as His miracles increase, I would love Him more
and marc. 0 for more love to this best and dearest of .friends!
I am surc your heart says, Amen!

Now the way to have His love both growing and increasing, so
as to .abound in us, is to be continually making use of Him. He
has all good in Him; and He has it for you and me. He has the
fulness in Him of a fountain, to communicate of it. Of this fulness
He would have us to make free; He invites us, commands us, to
come with strong faith and much love, that, by receiving from
Him great gr.ace, He may get much glory from us, while we get
much happiness from Him.-His generous offer is, "Come with
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boldness-all I have is for you." Faith replies, " Lo! I come, sweet
Jesus, at Thy bidding, every moment, for everything, for grace and
glory: I am content to receive all at Thy hands, and to be indebted
to Thee for all, and that for ever and ever."

While you live thus, my dear sister, in constant fellowship with
your Saviour, He will give you continual reason to love Him, and
to bless Him. He will so treat you, so comfort you, so strengthen
you, will make you in Him so holy and so happy, that every day
He will enable you to trust Him more, and to love Him better.
Thus you will come to enjoy more of Him, you will delight more
in His company, you will get greater intimacy with Him, and will
walk in close communion with Him, which is heaven upon earth.

This growing fellowship with Him will increase the joys of your
present salvation. So that, when doubt of His love, sense of in
dwelling sin, earth or hell, would tempt you from Jesus, He will
speak in His Word, and will speak to your heart by His Spirit
"I am thine, fear not. I will guide thee with My counsel, and,
after that, will receive thee into glory." You will believe stead
fastly what He says, and will thereby resist and overcome the
temptation.

He will keep you; and you shall hold out unto the end, and
shall know it too, and praise Him for persevering grace. He will
bless you in death; and the happiest time you ever knew will be,
when He lays your body in a sweet sleep, and your spirit with open
face, shall see Jesus in the highest glory. To be with Him for ever
is the highest bliss. To this, I trust, He will bring you and me,
that we may praise the riches of His grace, and get more in His
debt for ever and ever. He is now teaching us this heavenly
employment.-You can, and I can, take the crown of all our graces
and throw it at His feet.-Soon, very soon, we shall do the same
with the crown of glory. 0 what a thought is that!

The good Lord is preparing my mother to do the same. I heartily
pray for her establishment in the faith: and am, with my wife's
duty and love, your faithful friend and affectionate brother in our
precious, most precious, eternally precious Jesus,
October 8th, 1765. WILLIAM ROMAINE.
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THE HIRELING AND THE GOOD SHEPHERD
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NOTES OF A LECTURE BY THE REV. ROBERT MURRAY MCCHEYNE

« I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the
sheep. But he that is an hir,eling, and not the shepherd, whose
,own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the
sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them and scattereth
the sheep. The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and
careth mat for the sheep. I am the good shepherd, and know
my sheep', and am known of mine. As the Father knoweth me,
even .w know I the Father, and I lay down my life for the
sheep."-John 10: 11-15.

IN the preceding verses, we have seen that Christ is the door into the
sheepfold. Now let us regard Him as the shepherd of the sheep.
Christ is represented to us in Scripture under a great variety of
names and titles. There are more than a hundred different names
applied to Christ in the Bible. He is the rose of Sharon, the apple
tree, the plant of renown, the bridegroom, the friend of sinners, the
door, the way, the true vine, etc. The reason is, that no one name
fully describes Immanuel. He is so full, so wonderful, so filled with
treasures of ~race to the needy soul, that all the names in the Bible
do not half describe him. Here is one of the sweetest: "I am the
~ood shepherd." May God draw you this day to put your lost souls
in His hand!

We understand things best by contrast. For this reason Christ
here contrasts Himself with the hireling.

1. The hireling.

1. He is an hireling. It is quite right for ministers to preach for
hire: "Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn "
" Even so hath the Lord ordained, that they who preach the Gospel
should livc of the Gospel" (1 Cor. 9: 14). It is not desirable that
God's ministers should waste their strength in other occupations, so
that they must needs be maintained. But unfaithful ministers make
hire the end of their ministry. So they did long ago: "Yea, they
are grccdy dogs which can never have enough, and they are shep
herds th"t cannot understand: they all look to their own way,
every onc for his gain from his quarter" (Isa. 56: 11). "For from
the least of them unto the greatest of them every one is given to
covetousness: and from the prophet even unto the priest every one
dealeth falsely" (Jer. 6: 13). "Woe be to the shepherds of Israel
that do fced themselves; should not the shepherds feed the flocks? "
So Palll (,()lnplains of those in his day: "I have no man like-minded,
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who will naturally care for your state. For all seek their own, not
the things which are Jesus Christ's" (Phil. 2 : 20). Ah! this is the
black mark of every unfaithful minister. He is an hireling-he
seeks his own-his own ease-his own profit-his own honour.

2. Whose own the sheep are not (verse 12). He has neither part
nor lot in the sheep. Faithful pastors have a peculiar relation to the
sheep. There is a peculiar tie between a minister and the people
saved under him-a tie that will never be dissolved. They are
fathers: "Though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet
have ye not many fathers; for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you
through the Gospel" (1 Cor. 4: 15). "My little children, of whom
I travail in birth again, until Christ be formed in you" (Gal. 4: 19).
"Unto Timothy, my own son in the faith" (1 Till. 1: 2). "I
beseech thee for my son Onesimus, whom I have begotten in my
bonds" (Philem. 10). Those saved under them are to be their
crown: "For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? are
not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming?
for ye are our glory and joy" (1 Thess. 2: 19). Not so careless

.ministers, who own the sheep are not. Instructors they may be,
"ut not fathers. God, in general, does not own them in the con
version of souls. They have no sons in the faith. They shall have no
crown in the presence of the Lord Jesus at His coming.

3. He careth not for the sheep (verse 13). Faithful pastors have
a peculiar care for the sheep. How remarkably is this exemplified
in the case of Paul?

(1) He prayed for them: "I would that ye knew what great
conflict I have for you" (Col. 2 : 1). "God is my witness, whom
I serve with my spirit in the Gospel of His Son, that without
ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers" (Romans
1 : 9). "We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, praying always for you" (Col. 1 : 3).

(2) What labours he underwent for them: "Ye know, from the
first day that I came into Asia, after what manner I have been
with you at all seasons" (Acts 20: 18). "Remember that by the
space of three years I ceased not to warn everyone day and night
with tears" (Acts 20: 31). "And I will very gladly spend and be
spent for you; though the more abundantly I love you, the less I
be loved" (2 Cor. 12 : 15). "So being affectionately desirous of you,
we were willing to have imparted unto you not the Gospel of God
only, but also our own souls, because ye were dear unto us. For
ye remember, brethren, our labour and travail: for labouring night
and day, because we would not be chargeable unto any of you, we
preached unto you the Gospel of God" (1 Thess. 2 : 8).

(TQI be continued)


