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"COMFORT YE. COMFORT YE MY PEOPLE, SAITH YOUR GOD"

"ENDEAVOURING TO KEEP THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT IN THE BOND OF PEACE"

"JESUS CHRIST, THE SAME YESTERDAY, AND TODAY. AND FOR EVER"

No. 1117
New Series AUGUST, 1961

EDITORIAL

NEW LAWS FOR SUNDAY?

No. 2317
Old Series

IT has just been announced in Parliament by the Home Secretary,
Mr. Butler, that a COMMITTEE has been set up to examine and report
on legislation dealing with SUNDAY IN ENGLAND AND WALES.

This Committee, which has Lord Crathorne for its head, includes
seven members (Mr. John Arbuthnot, M.P., M. Chuter Ede, M.P.,
Mr. Robin Huws Jones, Mr. W. A. Morrison, Miss Sylvia Fletcher
MouIton, Mr. Norman Pentland, M.P., and Mr. Peter Rawlinson,
Q.c., M.P.). With these will be Mr. H. W. Stotesbury (Home Office)
as Assessor and Miss M. Hornsby (Home Office) as Secretary.

Knowing the God-given privilege of the Lord's Day and the un
ceasing attempts being made in England to turn it, not into a day
of rest, but (as the late Sir John Inskip courageously expressed it)
"INTO ONE GLORIOUS BANK HOLIDAY," we draw special attention to
the dangers involved in the appointment of this Committee. Those
who love the Lord's day and "call it a delight, the holy of the Lord,
honourable," need to be prayerful and very vigilant in preserving
their heritage.
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THE FAMILY PORTION
OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT

" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

THE PLOT AGAINST PAUL'S LIFE

"And when it was daY,certain of the Jews banded together, and
bound themselves under a curse, saying that they would neither
eat nor drink till they had killed Paul. And they were more
tlzan forty which had made this conspiracy."-Acts 23: 12, 13.

IT is not often that the account of the conspiracy against Paul's life
is taken as a subject for Christian meditation-it is given in Acts
23: 12-35-but it has, we believe, very helpful aspects which might
well be considered. All Scripture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable in various directions. May God the Holy Spirit
graciously condescend to guide and suggest all our thoughts as we
survey the inspired record.

On his third missionary journey Paul had to face at Ephesus the
opposition of Demetrius and the silversmiths (Acts 19), culminating
in the public riot; but the Ephesians seemed satisfied when Paul had
left the city. The case, however, was different with the Jews at
Jerusalem; there Paul had to meet the deep-seated enmity of the
Jews, who wanted nothing less than Paul's blood.

ENCOURAGEMENT

However, the previous night-as if the Lord specially anticipated
the severe trial coming to Paul-there had been a cheering word. a
cheering visit of encouragement to the Lord's servant. "The Lord
stood by him, and said, Be of good cheer, Paul; for as thou hast
testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at
Rome" (Acts 23: 11). That word must have helped Paul all the
way through.

Moreover, the Lord Jesus had specially forewarned His disciples.
"If the world hate you, ye know that it hated Me before it hated
you" (John 15: 18). "If they have persecuted Me, they will also
persecute you" (John 15: 20). "They shall put you out of the
synagogues: yea, the time cometh that whosoever killed you will
think that he doeth God service" (John 16: 2). It was at that time
that the Lord Jesus spoke so fully of the work of the Comforter
the Strengthener--the Holy Spirit, whom He would .send from the
Father.

1
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The particular conspiracy of the Jews at Jerusalem centred in a
body of over forty men, who bound themselves with a solemn oath
that they would eat and drink nothing till they had slain Paul. Paul
was then in Roman hands, and the Jews knew that all chance of
dealing with Paul themselves might have passed from them. So these
men, with the Jewish hierarchy, tried to get Paul brought again
before their council-and they would kill him on the way.

PAUL'S NEPHEW

But mark the providence of God! Paul's nephew-his sister's
son-heard of the plot to kill Paul. We do not know anything about
Paul's nephew. We do not know whether Paul's relatives had be
come reconciled to him, or whether, perhaps, they had been drawn
to love the Lord Jesus whom Paul preached to them. At any rate,
the young man was led to act with goodwill, with decision, and with
daring. Like Joseph of Arimathrea, a little later on, he went in
boldly, and broke the news to Paul, who immediately took action
with the chief captain. Was all this by chance? It was of God's
"never-failing providence."

Further, it was almost at the final moment, the last minute. How
often God acts in this way. To use some often-quoted lines:

'Tis just in the last distressing hour
Our God displays delivering power;
The mount of danger is the place
Where thou shalt see surprising grace.

The outcome was that the chief captain, after having told Paul's
nephew not to reveal that he had made known the plot, took the
action of sending Paul out of the immediate danger. He had him
transferred to Caesarea, with a company of 470 to see him safetly
by night out of the city of his enemies.

THE VOW OF THE PLOTTERS

It used to be a puzzle to me in early days what became of the
forty or more men who had bound themselves under a solemn oath
or with a curse, an anathema. I did not quite realise in those days
how "religious" bodies managed things-the plotters would easily
be absolved from their vow by the Rabbinical sophistry of the times,
just as today there is no difficulty in the Roman Catholic system of
dealing out all sorts of "dispensations," etc.

"REJOICE, BELIEVER, IN THE LORD"

There are various thoughts suggested to us today from this record
of Paul. The Lord's people are to be prepared for the opposition
and often the deadly hatred (though sometimes covered up) of
"religious" men. They know that they can expect it from the world;
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but they often do not realise that, with the world now so much in the
professing church, they will get it in full measure from within. Yet,
just as the Lord stood by and encouraged His servant Paul both at
Corinth (Acts 18: 9, 10) and at Jerusalem (Acts 23: 11), so the Lord
Jesus has said: "In the world ye shall have tribulation; but, be of
good cheer, I have overcome the world" (John 16: 33). As John
Newton has expressed it:

Rejoice, believer in the Lord,
Who makes your cause His own;

The hope that's built upon His word
Can ne'er be overthrown.

Though many foes beset your road,
And feeble is your arm,

Your life is hid with Christ in God,
Beyond the reach of harm.

Weak as you are, you shall not faint;
Or fainting, shall not die;

Jesus, the strength of every saint,
Will aid you from on high.

Though sometimes unperceived by sense,
Faith sees Him always near,

A guide, a glory, a defence,
Then what have you to fear?

As surely as He overcame,
And triumphed once for you,

So surely you that love His name
Shall triumph in Him too! John Newton, 1779.

I cannot close without reminding God's people that their salvation
in Christ is secure. As the author of "Rock of Ages" wrole in
The Gospel Magazine for December, 1774:

How vast the benefits divine
Which we in Christ possess,

Saved from the guilt of sin we are,
And called to holiness.

Our glorious Surety undertook
To satisfy for man,

And grace was given us in Him
Before the world began.

Not one of all the chosen race,
But shall to heaven attain;

Partake on earth the purposed grace,
And then with Jesus reign. A. M. Toplady. 1774.

w.n.s.
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A CHURCH BUILT UPON CHRIST

By the REV. MAURICE HANDFORD (Buxton)

"Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it."-Matthew 16: 18:

THE Bible makes use of several illustrations to describe the true
church. In I Cor. 12: 12-27, it is likened unto the human body
with its diverse functions, and in Eph. 5: 23 Paul says, "Christ is
the head of the church, and He is the Saviour of the body." In the
same chapter the church is spoken of as the bride of Christ, "this
is a great mystery but I speak concerning Christ and the church,"
verse 32. This truth is beautifully expressed in the well-known
verse:

"From heaven He came and sought her,
To be His holy bride,

With His own blood He bought her
And for her life He died."

The church is also spoken of as a "holy temple" composed of
stones of diverse shape, colour and size, in which Christ is pleased to
dwell. In the text that heads this page it is. described by the Lord
Jesus as a BUILDING."

I.-A BUILDING
The church of Christ, however, is not to be thought of as a

material thing-it is not a temple made with hands, but a company
of redeemed men and women. It is not to be confused with any
particular national church or denomination. It is neither Eastern
nor Western; it is neither English, Scottish, Irish nor Roman.

We have to remember that the word "church" is used in quite
two different senses.

It is used of the Visible church, indicating individual congrega
tions or denominations. The 19th Article of the Church of England
states that the visible church is a "congregation of faithful men
wherein the pure word of God is preached." Article 26 warns us
that the visible church will always be a mixed company-"in the
visible church the evil be ever mingled with the good." Like the
wheat and tares in the parable both grow together until the time
of harvest.

The word is also used of the Invisible church, which is made up
of all true believers. This is the church which is meant by the
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expression "the holy Catholic church" in the Apostles' Creed and
by the phrase "the blessed company of all faithful people" in the
Prayer Book. The members of this church all know something of
repentance towards God ann faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ.
This is the church of which our Lord speaks in the text. It is a
society of redeemed men; they all know something of acceptable
worship-that which is in spirit and in truth.

No visible church has the right to say she is the one true church,
yet this is what the Church of Rome has been declaring since
Boniface VIII promulgated the Bull Unam Sanctum, "We declare,
affirm, define and pronounce it to be necessary to salvation for every
human creature to be subject to the Roman Pontiff" (T. C. Ham
mond, "The One Hundred Texts," page 8). The Church of Rome
still teaches that outside her pale there. is no salvation-this is a
fact that needs constantly to be borne in mind when so many of our
leaders in the Church of England are bent on paying visits to the
Vatican.

1I.-THE BUILDER

The Lord Jesus says "I will build My church." It is clearly
revealed in Scripture that all three Persons of the Blessed Trinity
have an interest in the Church. Thus the Father is said to "choose,"
the Son to "redeem," and the Holy Spirit "to sanctify." Christ is
the Great Head of the Church, He is the Author and Finisher of
our faith. Ministers may preach and declare the whole counsel of
God, but only the Lord adds to the church those that are being
saved. Chr'st is the Great Master Builder of the church, and in
building He makes no mistake. He sees the end from the begin
ning, He works by a perfect plan. He says "I will work, and none
shall let (hinder) it." He never fails; that which He has under
taken He will certainly accomplish.

IlL-THE FOUNDATION: "UPON THIS ROCK"

It has to be acknowledged that this text has led to painful dif
ferences and divisions amongst those professing to be Christians.
Next to "this is My body" there is probably no more controverted
text. The Papacy regards these words as her charter text; it is from
this text that she endeavours to prove her supremacy and infalli
bility. The words of the late Bishop of Down and Dromorc arc well
worth pondering: "Without this particular and doubtful interpreta
tion of this one saying of our Lord, the vast fabric of Papalisn1
would never have been constructed. Romanism is like onc of those
eccentric sects that owe their origin to a single text" ("Handbook
of the Papacy" by W. S. Kerr.
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The text, therefore, must not be taken out of its context and be
made a pretext. Peter had just confessed to our Lord's divinity,
"Thou art the Christ"-this utterance marked a crucial develop
ment in the training of the Twelve-they at last understood who
He was. In reply to Peter's confession of faith Christ says, "Thou
art Petel, and upon this rock I will build My church." The rock
meant by Christ was not the actual person of Peter but THE FAITH
CONFESSED BY HIM.

The New English Bible in its rendering of this verse, "You are
Peter the Rock, the rock on which I wiII build My church," reveals
the fact that the translators have not so much translated as inter
preted the verse. Their rendering gives Rome al1 that she has
asked for!

In the same chapter our Lord has to rebuke Peter because he
would dissuade Him from the cross: "Get thee behind me, Satan"
(verse 23). Is it likely, we ask, that He would one minute call Peter
the rock and soon after liken the foundation of His church to Satan?

In the 18th century, Jean de Launoy, a French R.e. scholar,
compiled a list of the opinions of the Fathers on this text. Sixteen
said that the rock was Christ Himself; seventeen that Peter was the
rock; forty-four that the rock was the faith that Peter had con
fessed; eight said that it meant all the apostles, and a few thought
that all believers were meant. So much for the boasted "unanimous
consent of the fathers."

The church is founded not on Peter, but on the mighty truth that
the Father had revealed to him, that JESUS WAS THE PROMISED
SAV10UR, the One Mediator between God and men. A church built
on Peter would have collapsed long ago, but a church built on
CHRIST is impregnable against the powers of hell and death. This
interpretation is in accordance with the rest of Scripture. "This is
the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become
the head of the corner" (Acts 4: 11); "Jesus Christ Himself being
the chief corner stone" (Eph. 2: 20); see also I Cor. 3: 11; Eph.
5: 23; I Peter 2: 4-8.

We need to remember that this foundation was laid at tre
mendous cost. It was necessary that Christ should take our nature
upon Him to live a perfect life here on earth and suffer and die.
"He suffered the Just for the unjust that He might bring us to God."
How thankful we ought to be for such love to undeserving sinners.

IV.-THE SECURITY: "THE GATES OF HELL SHALL NOT PREVAIL
AGAINST IT"

The history of the true church of Christ has always been one of
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conflict and contest. The Lord warned His people: "In the world
ye shall have tribulation, but be of good cheer, I have overcome the
world" (John 16: 33). Satan hates the church with an undying
hatred, he never relaxes, and he observes no armistice. He is
constantly trying his utmost to vex the saints; but there is One
stronger than he. If we are undergoing a time of testing we need to
recall the Lord's word to Peter, "Simon, Simon, Satan hath desired
to have you and to sift you as wheat: but I have prayed for thee...
(Luke 22: 31,32). The members of the true church face perpetual
conflict. This is brought out repeatedly when reading the biography
of the lives of "just men made perfect."

He who cannot lie has pledged his sovereign word that the powers
of hell shall never overthrow the church. In spite of every fierce
attack and assault it will continue to stand. The Lord Jesus says,
"Of those whom Thou hast given Me I have lost none." He says
of His sheep, "They shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck
them out of My hand" (John 10: 28).

If by grace we have been made members of the true church, let us
seek to live as worthy members, as "epistles of Christ, known and
read of all men." Let us make the petition in the Prayer Book our
heartfelt prayer "that every member of the same in his vocation and
ministry, may truly and godly serve thee' (2nd Collect of Good
Friday).
Trinity Church, Buxton, 1961. MAURICE HANDFoRD.

I hear the words of love,
I gaze upon the blood,

I see the mighty sacrifice,
And I have peace with God.

That which can shake the cross
May shake the peace it gave;

Which tells me Christ has never died,
Or never left the grave!

Till then my peace is sure,
lt will not, cannot yield;

Jesus, I know, has died and lives
On this firm rock I build.

I change, He changes not;
The Christ can never die;

His love, not mine, the resting-place,
His truth, not mine, the tie. Dr. H. Bonar.

'~
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ANDREW'S PRAYER

345

"Two are better than one," said Solomon; and that was Andrew
Burn's experience, especially in the early days of his Christian life.
As a young officer in the Royal Marines many years ago, he had
been converted; or as he described it himself, "The Lord was
pleased to give him clear views of Divine truth." Since that time,
whenever he had to embark on a man-of-war, it became a habit of
Andrew's to pray most earnestly that he might find at least one
fellow-Christian in the ship. To be able to talk with another man
about the things of God, and to pray together, was (Andrew found)
the best defence against giving way to the temptations that always
abounded. As Solomon goes on to say, "If they fall, the one will lift
up his fellow"; and the young officer had repeatedly proved this.

On one occasion, Andrew and two other officers were ordered to
embark in three guard-ships stationed in the Thames, one to each.
Two of the ships were close to the dock-yard, with easy access at all
times to the shore; but the third, the Resolution, was moored half
way down the river, towards Sheerness. This position made it very
awkward to get to land even in favourable circumstances; and in
bad weather landing was impossible. It was natural, therefore, that
all the young men wished to be posted in the Chatham ships, and
each of them made a special request to the authorities that he might
not be sent to the Resolution. But the commanding officer did not
intend to show any favouritism; all three were ordered to attend the
next morning's parade for the purpose of drawing lots.

What Andrew cared about more than anything was that he should
be able to continue to attend "the means of grace," by worshipping
with other believers and sitting under a spiritual ministry. He was
only young in the faith, and he felt that, if he were cut off from
these things, he would be in grave danger of falling. That night he
prayed with eager fervour that God would grant his' request, and
prevent his being sent to the Resolution. He felt confident that
God would so dispose the lot; for did He not know what was
Andrew's chief motive in wanting one of the Chatham ships?
Andrew felt so sure that the Lord must grant his plea, that he forgot
his usual prayer for a Christian companion on board.

The morning came, and the lots were drawn. To Andrew fell the
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Resolution, the dread ship down the river. It was a great blow.
Andrew's foolish heart immediately suggested to him all sorts of
evil doubts and fears. God had forgotten him; perhaps he was not
really a child of God at all; or perhaps it was not true that the Lord
does hearken the cries of His children in distress. The lad was in
such a state of gloom and despair, that he felt like a criminal going
to execution! But there was no help for it; orders must be obeyed,
and he had to embark at once.

Arriving at the Resolution, Andrew was just in time to be intro
duced to the other officers in the ward-room, before dinner came in.
It was the third lieutenant's turn to say grace; he stood up at the
head of the table and asked a blessing, as was the invariable custom.
But instead of carelessly muttering the usual formula, to Andrew's
amazement, he spoke with a seriousness and reverence such as he
had never heard in a ward-room before. He made up his mind to
watch the third lieutenant, and see whether his conversation would
give a clue to his character; but nothing particular happened during
the meal, till the wine came on the table. There was no excess of
drinking at all, but somehow religion was mentioned, and all at once
several of the officers began to attack the third lieutenant about his
beliefs. Andrew's thankful admiration was soon aroused, as he
recognised the marks of a true Christian in his new acquaintance.
He replied c1amly and patiently to the sneering remarks, and ably
refuted the infidel arguments that were brought up.

The conversation soon became general, for the other officers
began to appeal to the newcomer, wanting to find out his opinions
too. Andrew eagerly took the side of the third lieutenant, and the
whole mess was engaged in warm dispute. At last the purser got up
to go, exclaiming with an oath, "Our new messmate is as big a
methodist as Tomlinson! ", using the word "methodist" as a term of
contempt for anyone seriously interested in spiritual things.

Andrew smiled cheerfully at this, pleased to be associated with
such a man. Tomlinson and he had a few words together as they left
the ward-room, and the third lieutenant asked Andrew to his cabin.
There the two men, complete strangers a few hours before, had a
heart-ta-heart talk, ending up by praying together.

How differently Andrew felt as he went to rest that night. In
spite of his doubts and fears, the Lord had indeed been gracious to
him. Though He had apparently refused to grant Andrew's urgent
plea of the previous night, yet how abundantly He had answered his
habitual prayer-for a Christian companion. Filled with contrition
for his rebellious murmurings; Andrew now eagerly accepted the

•
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Providence which had appointed him to the dreaded Resolution.
A few days later an order came from the Admiralty: the

Resolution must proceed at once to Chatham, her place being taken
by one of the other two guard-ships! The order was so welcome
to the whole company that it was instantly obeyed. Before two
o'clock of the same day, the Resolution had anchored off the dock
yard. Andrew was almost overwhelmed by this further instance of
the Lord's mercy towards him. If his prayer had been answered as
he wished, and the lot had fallen to him in one of the coveted
Chatham ships, not only might he have been sent in a few days
down river, but he would have missed the opportunity of meeting
Tomlinson. As it was, in the gracious mercy of God, a lasting
friendship was formed; and during their stay in the Resolution,
both men were able to take full advantage of the means of grace on
shore. DAMARIS.

SCRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 90.
The whole: A stone set up by Samuel to mark a victory.

I. "A ready scribe in the law of Moses."
2. Herod's chamberlain.
3. Chamberlain of the city of Corinth.
4. Joshua's father.
5. A sorcerer at Paphos.
6. One of David's two sisters.
7. Methuselah's father.
8. Alexander's father.

SOLUTION OF No. 89.

The whole: Provender (Gen. 24: 32).
1. Parlour (I Sam. 9: 22).
2. Raiment (Luke 10: 30).
3. Oxen (I Kings 19: 20).
4. Vinegar (Ruth 2: 14).
5. Ears of corn (Matt. 12: 1).
6. Nuts (Genesis 13: 11).
7. Darts (Ephes. 6: 16).
8. Egg (Luke 11: 12).
9. Ram's horns (Joshua 6: 4).
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PROTESTANT BEACON

AN AUGUST TERCENTENARY

THOMAS FuLLER: HISTORIAN AND DIVINE

[Thomas Fuller, the well-known author of "WORTHIES OF
ENGLAND" and "THE CHURCH HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN" (6
volumes), died on August 16th, 1661.]

TIns year marks the tercentenary of the death of THOMAS FULLER.
He was born in the year 1608 at Aldwinckle, in which village his
father, a man of considerable learning, was Rector. In his own
quaint style he thus speaks of his birthplace: "God in His provi
dence fixed my nativity in a remarkable place. I was born at
ALDWINCKLE, IN NORTHAMPTONSHIRE, where my father was the
painful preacher' of St. Peter's. This village was distanced one good
mile west from Achurch, where Mr. Brown, founder of the
Brownists, did dwell, whom, out of curiosity, when a youth, I often
visited. It was likewise a mile east from Lavender, where Francis
Tresham, so active in the Gunpowder Treason, had a large demesne
and ancient habitation." Alwinckle was likewise, in later times, the
ministerial sphere of Dr. Haweis, one of the founders of the London
Missionary Society.

At the age of twelve, having attended a village school for four
years, he was sent to Cambridge, and entered at Queen's College.
John Davenant (1572-1641), afterwards bishop of Salisbury, his
maternal uncle, was the Master, and his cousin, Edward Davenant,
one of the tutors. Fuller would, therefore, be privileged with sound
gospel instruction, as John Davenant was an eminent Calvinistic
divine, for which he suffered much opposition. Incidentally, we
would mention that John Davenant was an English representative
at the Synod of Dort, which resulted in affirming what are called the
Five Points of Calvinism, relating to election, particular redemp
tion, original sin, effectual grace, and final perseverance. It is not
surprising that Thomas Fuller has given his uncle a niche among his
"WORTHIES."

I.-ENTRANCE INTO CHRISTIAN MINISTRY
Fuller's relatives used their influence, which was considerable, to

secure his preferment, and he early became perpetual curate of .St.
Bevis, and whilst incumbent there he delivered a course of lectures
on the book of Ruth, to which we will refer later. From these early
discourses it is evident that he was equipped by the Head of the
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Chufch with ministerial gifts. In the year 1634 he received, through
the good offices of his uncle, John Davenant, the rectory of Broad
Windsor, in Dorsetshire, and the following year returned to Cam
bridge to pursue further studies, returning later to Broad Windsor.
Whilst at Broad Windsor he married, but his wedded life soon
terminated by the death of his wife, leaving an infant son. In the
year 1640 he published a sermon to a volume of funeral discourses
entitled "Threnikos, The House of Mourning Furnished"; and a
volume which he called "Joseph's Parti.coloured Coat." In the
sermon, which is upon Romans 12: 2, occurs the following passage,
the fidelity of which is worthy of all praise:

"I know, and see by daily experience everywhere, how few
there be that in their lifetime deserve the praise of religion in
their death. For my part, I never did, nor never will gild a
rotten post or a mud wall, or give false witness in praising, to
give the praise of religion to those that deserve it not. I desire
those of my congregation would make their own funeral sermons
while they are living, by their virtuous life and conversation.
As the apostle saith, 'He hath not praise that is praised of men,
but he that is praised of God.' "

"Joseph's Parti-coloured Coat" is a volume of expository dis
courses, distinguished by all Fuller's vigour, piety, and wit. It
abounds with quaint, pithy, epigrammatic sayings, such as "Prac-

• tice without knowledge is blind; knowledge without practice is
lame." "To him, to whom the sacrament is not heaven, it is hell."
"What was pride in the builders of Babel will be piety in us, to
mount and raise our souls on high till the top of them reach to
heaven."

II.-,-REMOVAL TO LONDON

In 1641 Fuller removed to London, where he was appointed to
the lectureship of the Savoy. His preaching appears to have been
very acceptable, especially among the lawyers and barristers of the
Inns of Court. In the numerous dedications prefixed to the chapters
of his "CHURCH HISTORY" and "PISGAH-SIGHT OF PALESTINE," he
commemorates the names of many, eminent for learning and piety,
whose friendship he had formed at this period.

The troublous times of the great civil war were now at hand, and
Fuller, though a lover of moderation and peace, was speedily in
volved in the contest. On the anniversary of the accession of
Charles 1, 27th March, 1643, he preached on the text, 2 Samuel
19: 30: "Yea, let him take all, so that my lord the king return in
peace." The sermon, which was afterwards printed, gave great
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offence to the parliamentary party, and Fuller, having soon after
refused to take an oath to the parliament, except with certain
reservations, was obliged to leave London and join the king at
Oxford. In obedience to the royal order, he preached before Charles,
but his urgent recommendation of mutual concessions with a view
to peace was as unpalatable at Oxford as it had been in London,
and he was pronounced by the courtiers as "little better than a
Puritan."

Fuller was present at the siege of Exeter. In his "WORTHIES OF
ENGLAND" he records the following remarkable occurrence as
having happened there during the siege: "When the city of Exeter
was besieged by the parliament forces, so that only the south side
towards the sea was open to it, incredible numbers of larks were
found in that open quarter, for,multitude-like quails in the wilder
ness, though (blessed be God) unlike them both in cause and effect,
as not desired in man's destruction, nor sent with God's anger, as
appeared by their safe digestion into wholesome nourishment. Here
of was I an eye and mouth witness. I will save my credit in not
conjecturing any number; knowing that herein though I should
stoop below the truth, I should mount above belief. They were as
fat as plentiful, so that being sold for two pence a dozen and under,
the poor (who could have no cheaper, as the rich no better meat)
used to make pottage of them, boiling them down therein. Several
natural causes were assigned hereof. However, the cause of causes •
was Divine Providence, thereby providing a feast for many poor
people who otherwise had been pinched for provision."

When Exeter fell into the hands of the Parliament, in 1646, Fuller
returned to London and became lecturer, first at St. Clement's,
Lombard Street, then at St. Bride's, Fleet Street. He did not hold
these appointments for long-as a known royalist he was silenced
by the dominant party. But he could not remain idle, and employed
his enforced leisure in preparing his "Pisgah-sight of Palestine and
the Confines thereof, with the history of the Old and New Testa
ment acted thereon," which formed a folio of ab04t 700 pages,
appearing in 1650. After a brief interval we find Fuller preaching
without let or hindrance, the prohibition being intended to apply
chiefly to political offenders.

Being summoned to appear before the Court of Triers, who were
appointed to examine all ministers and remove such as they found
ignorant or incompetent, Fuller was in some doubt as to how he
should pass their scrutiny, and applied to John Howe for help and
advice. Howe gave him all the assistance in his power. When
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called before the Triers, they asked him "Whether he had ever had
any experience of a work of grace in his heart?" Fuller replied
that "He could appeal to the Searcher of all hearts that he made a
col1science of his very thoughts." This answer was deemed so satis
factory that, backed as it doubtless was by the friendly support of
Howe, no further questions were asked, and he was duly authorised
to preach.

The examiners requested him, before he left, to give them some
proof of his extraordinary memory. With the quaint humour which
never forsook him, he replied that if they would restore a poor
sequestered minister he would never forget their kindness as long
as he lived.

IlL-LAST SERMON AND DEATH, 1661
In August, 1661, he engaged to preach a wedding sermon at the

Savoy for a relative who was to be married on the following day.
At dinner he complained of feeling unwell. On being urged by his
son not to preach, he replied that he had "often gone into the
pulpit sick, but always came down well again, and he hoped he
should do as well now, through God's strengthening grace." Whilst
in the pulpit he felt himself growing worse and became apprehensive
of danger. With a foreboding of the result, he said to the con
gregation, "I find myself very ill, but I am resolved by the grace of
God to preach this sermon to you, though it be my last." Bracing
himself up to the effort, he prayed and preached extemporaneously,
as was his custom, with his usual point and vigour, except that once
in the middle of the sermon he faltered, but speedily recovered.
The effort was his last. He was unable to rise from his seat in the
pulpit and was with difficulty conveyed home. He soon afterwards
became unconscious.

But the day before his death "it pleased God to restore to him the
use of his faculties, which he very devoutly and thankfully employed
in a Christian preparation for death, earnestly imploring the prayers
of some of his ministerial brethren, himself joining with them, and
commending himself to the will of God. Nay, so highly was he
affected with God's pleasure concerning him, that he could not
endure any person to weep or cry, but would earnestly desire them
to refrain, highly extolling and preferring his condition, as a trans
lation to a blessed eternity. Nor would he revert to subjects of a
literary or purely secular kind: nothing but heaven and the per
fections thereof, the consummation of grace in glory, must fill up
the room of his capacious soul, now ready to take its flight from
this world. On the morning of the 16th August, 1661, his sufferings
were at an end, and he entered into rest."
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•

HIS COMMENTARY ON THE BOOK OF RUTH
Thomas Fulier was a very voluminous writer, and one of the

best known writers of his period-an age of writings replete with
heavenly wisdom-an age that boasted of a galaxy of great men.
One of the smallest of Fuller's numerous writings was his
COMMENTARY ON THE BOOK OF RUTH, from which we quote the
following:
RunI 1 : 1: "Now IT CAME TO PASS IN THE DAYS WHEN THE JUDGES

RULED, THAT THERE WAS A FAMINE IN THE LAND."

Before we enter into these words, something must be premised
concerning the name, matter, end, and author of this book.

It hath the name of RUTH, the most remarkable person in it,
to whom God vouchsafed His grace, not only to write her name
in the book of life in heaven\but also to prefix her name before
a book of life in earth.

The matter may be divided into these two parts: the first chapter
sheweth that many are the troubles of the righteous, and the three
last do shew that God delivereth them out of them all.

One of the ends is to shew the pedigree of our Saviour, otherwise
genealogers had been at a loss for four or five descents in the
deducing thereof. Another end is, under the conversion of Ruth the
Moabitess, to typify the calIing of the Gentiles, that, as he took of
the blood of a Gentile into his body, so he should shed the blood out
of his body for the Gentiles, that there might be one shepherd and
one sheepfold.

The author's name (probably Samuel) is concealed, neither is it
needful it should be known, for even as a man that hath a piece
of gold that he knows to be weight, and sees it stamped with the
king's image, careth not to know the name of that man who minted
or coined it, so we, seeing this book to have the superscription of
Caesar, the stamp of the Holy Ghost. need not to be curious to
know who was the penman thereof.

And now to the words. "Now it came to pass, etc." Observe in
the words, what? "A famine." Where? "In the land." When?
"In the time that the judges judged," the time being set down for
the better certainty of the history.

Question: Is this the land whereof it is said (Gen. 49: 20), "Asher
. his bread shall be fat, and afford dainties for a king"; which is called

(Deut. 8: 7), "A good land of wheat and barley, vineyards and fig
trees, oil-olive, and honey"; which is commended (Ezek. 20: 6) to be
"a land flowing with milk and honey, the glory of all lands." How
cometh it to pass that thy rivers of oil are now dammed up?
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thy streams of wine drained up, that there is no bread found in
Bethelehem, the house of bread?

Answer: Israel hath sinned. "A fruitful land maketh he barren,
for the sin of the people that dwell therein." The people's hard
hearts are rebellious to God, and the hard earth proved unprofitable
to them; their flinty eyes would afford no tears to bemoan their sins,
and the churlish heavens would afford no moisture to water their
earth. Man proved unfaithful to God his Maker... the earth proved
unfruitful to man her manurer.

RUTH'S RESOLUTION

Ruth I: 16-17: "And Ruth answered, Entreat me not to
leave thee, nor to depart from thee: for whither thou goest, I
will go: and where thou dwellest, I will dwell: thy people shall
be my people, and thy God my God. Where thou diest, will I
die, and there will I be buried; the Lord do so to me, and more
also, if aught but death part thee and me."

Here we have the resolution of Ruth portrayed in lively colours,
so that if we consider her sex, a woman; her nation, a Moabite; one
may boldly pronounce of her what eur Saviour did of the centurion,
"Verily, I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in
Israel."

"INTREAT ME NOT TO LEAVE THEE"

Some read it, "Be not thou against me," as it is in the margin of
the new translation, where we see that those are to be accounted our
adversaries, and against us, who dissuade us from our voyage to
Canaan, from going to God's true religion. They may be our
fathers, they cannot be our friends; though they promise us all
outward profits and pleasures, yet in very deed they are not with
us, but against us, and so must be accounted of.

"WHERE THOU LODGEST, I WILL LODGE! "

Ruth, so be it she may enjoy Naomi's gracious company, will be
content with any lodging. though haply it may be no better than
Jacob had (Gen. 28). And yet we see how some have been dis
couraged even from the company of our Saviour, for fear of hard
lodging; witness the scribe to whom, when our Saviour said, "The
foxes have their holes, and the fowls of the air have nests, but the
Son of Man hath not where to lay his head." This cold comfort
presently quenched his forward zeal, and he never appeared after
ward, whereas he ought to have said to our Saviour as Ruth to
Naomi, "Where thou lodgest I will lodge."

"THY PEOPLE SHALL BE MY PEOPLE"

Haman being offended with Mordecai, as if it had been but lean
and weak revenge to spit his spite upon one person, hated all the
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Jews for Mordecai's sake; the mad bear stung with one bee, would
needs throw down the whole hive. But clean contrary, Naomi had
so graciously demeaned herself that Ruth, for her sake, is fallen
in love with all the Jews. Farewell Melchom, farewell Chemosh,
farewell Moab; welcome Israel, welcome Canaan, welcome Beth
lehem; all of a sudden she will turn convert, she will turn proselyte.
The godly carriage of one particular person may beget a love of
that country and people whereof he is, even in a stranger and a
foreigner. Do we then desire to gain credit to our country, praise
to our people, honour to our nation, repute to our religion? Let us
deport'and behave ourselves graciously, if we live amongst strangers.
On the other side, the base and debauched manners of some one
man is able to make his country stink in the nostrils of those
foreigners amongst whom he lives .... in one faithless Sinon* one
may read the treachery of all the Grecians.

"THY GOD SHALL BE MY GOD"

Jehoshaphat, when he joined with Ahab (I Kings 22), said to
" him, "My people is as thy people, and my horses are as thy horses,"

that is, he would comply with him in a politic league. But Ruth.
goes further, to an unity in religion, "Thy God shall be my God."

Yea, but one may say, how came Ruth to know who was the God
of Naomi? I answer, as God said of Abraham, "I know that
Abraham will instruct his children"; so may one confidently say of
Naomi, I know that Naomi had catechised and instructed her
daughter-in-law, and often taught her that the God of the Israelites
was the only true God, who made heaven and earth, and that all
others were but idols, the works of men's hands.

Yet as the Samaritans believed our Saviour first upon the relation
of the woman that came from the well (John 4: 42), but afterwards
said to her, "Now we believe, not because of thy saying, for we have
heard him ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ, the
Saviour of the world," so haply Ruth was induced first to the liking
of the God of Israel, upon the credit of Naomi1s words; but after
wards her love of him proceeded from a more certain ground, the
motions of God's Holy Spirit in her heart.

"WHERE THOU DIEST I WILL DIE"

Here Ruth supposed two things, that she and her mother-in-law
should both die, "It is appointed for all once to die"; secondly,
that Naomi, as eldest, should die first, for according to the ordinary
custom of nature, it is most probable and likely that those who are

*NoTE.-Sinon, a wily Greek, who persuaded the Trojans to admit the
Wooden Horse into the city, to its ruin.

f.
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most stricken in years should first depart this life. Yet I know not
whether the rule or the exceptions be more general, and therefore
let both young and old prepare for death; the first may die soon,
but the second cannot live long.

"AND THERE WILL I BE BURIED"
Where she supposeth two things more, first, that those that

survIved her would do her the favour to bury her, which is a
common courtesy, not to be denied to any. . .. Secondly, she
supposeth that they would bury her, according to her instructions,
near to her mother Naomi.

Observation: As it is good to enjoy the company of the godly
while they are living, so it is not amiss, if it will stand with con
veniency, to be buried with them after death. The old prophet's
bones escaped a burning by being buried with the other prophet's;
and the man who was tumbled into the grave of Elisha, was revived
by the virtue of his bones. As we read in "Acts and Monuments,"
that the body of Peter Martyr's wife was buried in a dunghill; but
afterward being taken up in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, it was
honourably buried in Oxford, in the grave of one Frideswick, a
popish she-saint. To this end, that if Popery (which God forbid)
should overspread our kingdom again, and if the papists should go
about to untomb Peter Martyr's wife's bones, they should be puzzled
to distinguish betwixt this woman's body and the relics of their
saint. So good it is'sometimes to be buried with those who some
do account pious, though perchance in very deed they be not so. . .

"AND THEY CAME TO BETHLEHEM IN THE BEGINNING OF BARLEY
HARVEST"

The Jews had two distinct harvests of wheat and barley, and
barley was the first (II Sam. 21: 9). So here we see the providence
of God in ordering and disposing the journey of Naomi, to end it in
the most convenient time. Had she come before harvest she would
have been straitened for means to maintain herself; if after harvest,
Ruth had lost all those occasions which paved the way to her
future advancement. God therefore, who ordered her going, con
cludes her journey in the beginning of harvest.

And thus have we gone over this chapter. Now as Samuel in
the first book, chapter 7, verse 12, erected an altar and called it
"EBENEZER," for said he, "Hitherto the Lord hath helped us," so
here may I raise an altar of gratitude unto God, with the same
inscription, "EBENEZER"-"Hitherto the Lord of his goodness hath
assisted us." F.e.
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SERMONS & NOTES OF SERMONS

GOD'S HOLY COVENANT

A SERMON BY THE REV. HERBERT M. CARSON

(Vicar of St. Paul's, Cambridge)

"To perform the mercy promised to our fathers, and to remember
his holy covenant; the oath which he sware to our father
Abraham."-Luke 1: 72, 73,

WE are accustomed to the way in which movements can be summed
lip by some key word. Thus, for example, if one thinks in terms of
the history of the British Labour Movement, presumably the key
word would be "Socialism." If one thinks of the way things are
moving in Africa today, the key word would be "Nationalism." In
other words, in one word you can sum up so much of the thinking,
and so much of the direction, of the particular movement. Now
here, I believe, is one of the key words, if not the key word, of the
Christian message, and yet it is a word that, all too often, far from
being right in the centre of our thoughts, tends to be very much on
the outskirts-it is this word "COVENANT." The Biblical message is,
essentially, in terms of a covenant between God and men. You see,
Biblical religion is not just a system of beliefs. Of course it is
that. In order to understand God, in order to trust Him, in order
to follow Him, we have to know certain things about Him, so from
one point of view it is a system of beliefs. But it is not just that,
1 say, it is something more. Nor is it merely a code of conduct
it is that, again. It is rooted in God's commands concerning the
way we ought to live. But once again, it is more than that.
Christianity is primarily in terms of a personal relationship between
a man and his God. And the word that, in Scripture, is used again
and again, to sum up this relationship, is this word "COVENANT."

ONE COVENANT IN SCRIPTURE
It is important, I believe, to understand that there is one covenant

in Scripture, because so much of our understanding of the message
of the Bible depends on our grasping this fact. Right through
Scripture, from the time of the FaIl, right to the final consummation
of all things, there is one covenant which has been described as
"THE COVENANT OF GRACE." Throughout, there is one pattern:
on God's side it is the grace of God reaching out to men, and on
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man's side there is one pattern in the response to that grace, it is
faith.

Now immediately someone objects, or at least puts in a question
"You say there is one covenant, but we are accustomed, as we read
our Bible, to find many covenants. In f~ct, surely there is quite a
strong distinction drawn in Scripture between the Old Covenant and
the New Covenant, the Old Testament and the New? How can you
say, still, that there is basically one covenant in Scripture?" Surely,
because all the different covenants are but parts of the one covenant
of grace.

When a couple become engaged to be married, they have estab
lished a covenant, and in Christian circles, it is looked on, I trust,
as a binding covenant. Clearly, there is a further covenant to be
made when they meet together in the presence of God and of a
congregation, and they covenant together in marriage. If you like,
there are two covenants and yet, in a sense, obviously there is only
one covenant. The first covenant is sufficient for a time, but it is
temporary and it is preliminary. People do not want to remain
engaged for the rest of their days. They hope it will be very much
a preliminary, and as far as possible, they make the preliminary
time shrink-but it leads on to the fulfilment of that preliminary
covenant, and the covenant of marriage is the completion of that
which went before. But that does not mean to say that the engage
ment does not matter. It is real at that point, an{l as I say, in
Christian circles it is looked on, not as something which you enter
into lightly, but as something binding, but it looks forward to its
fulfilment.

Now you go back to Scripture and you find the preliminary
covenants. But they look forward to their fulfilment in the covenant
sealed in the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. We look back to the
covenant made with Abraham. We look back to the covenant made
with the children of Israel at Mount Sinai. But these agreements,
which were binding at the time, and which had their meaning at
the time, were looking forward to this consummation, to this fulfil
ment, when the covenant was finally and perfectly established in the
Lord Jesus Christ. And that is why we say that the Old Testament
and the New Testament-the word, of course, is just another trans
lation for the word "covenant"-the Old Covenant and the New
Covenant are one. The Old Testament looks forward to the New.
The Old Testament by itself is incomplete. The Old Testament
finds its fulfilment in the New. But basically, there is one covenant
throughout, because God is dealing on precisely the same terms in
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the Old Covenant as in the New. He deals with Abraham on exactly
the same terms as He deals with you and me. He requires of
Abraham faith, and He requires the very same thing from us. It is
true, of course, that there is this difference, that Abraham had not
the full knowledge that we have. He was looking forward, looking
forward across the years, to the Deliverer whom God would send to
His people. We look back, and we have been given the full
revelation in the New Testament. But while our knowledge varies,
our faith is the very same thing, because it is centred on the One
who is the centre of Scripture, namely Christ Himself.

Now in this song of Zacharias that we have been studying these
Sunday mornings, you get this recurring theme: what God is doing
now in Zacharias' day, in sending John the Baptist, in giving His
Son to be the Saviour, He is doing exactly what He has always
been doing; He is working in exactly the same way. His gracious
action in giving His Son to die on the Cross of Calvary is exactly
the pattern of what He has done right the way through. And so
throughout this song, you get references that are pointing back all
the time to the Old Testament. It is the Lord God of Israel who has
worked. "He has raised up a horn of salvation in the house of his
servant David." What He has done is that which "He spoke by the
mouth of His holy prophets." All the time Zacharias is saying,
"The thing that God is doing now, before your eyes, is the very
thing He promised, because the whole covenant of the old days
was looking forward to this great fulfilment that we are seeing now
taking place before us." So Scripture is not to be divided into two
separate parts in which one part contradicts or is contrary to the
other. The two parts form together a splendid unity, and the
thread that runs right throughout is this covenant of grace, this
relationship between God and His people.

ITS SIGNIFICANCE TO THE JEWISH PEOPLE

Now someone may be saying, down in their hearts if not audibly,
"Very interesting, but what practical consequence has this for the
believer? Interesting, perhaps, for the theologian to get his mind
clear" (and theologians' minds are not always as clear as they
might be) "but for the believer, what practical consequences follow
from this?" Well now, clearly, the New Testament writers thought
this was a very important issue because you cannot read the New
Testament without finding how, so often, this very thought is thrust
into prominence. How many times, for example, does our Lord say
"that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets"? He
was always saying the very same thing as Zacharias is saying here-
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What is happening now is what God promised; there is a link
between the Old and the New.

Well, of course, you see the Lord was moving among the Jews,
and Zacharias was speaking to Jews, and Paul the apostle was very
often dealing with Jews. What they are saying is that Jewish people
may realise that what we are declaring is not something novel. It is
not something strange. It is something that emerges from the very
Judaism in which they have been brought up. The God of Israel,
the God of the Old Testament, is the God who is doing this, and
giving His Son to die. And so they were saying to the Jewish
people of their day, "What we are presenting to you, is not some
new religion. We are presenting something that you should recog
nise to be the natural outcome of the faith of the fathers."

And if you and I are concerned, as we ought to be concerned,
with presenting the gospel to the Jew; if we are concerned with what
Paul talks about when he speaks of the gospel "being the power of
God unto salvation, to the Jew first, and also to the Greek"; if we
are concerned with Jewish missionary work-well, here is something
of vital significance for us. When we go to Jews, we go to people
who have their Old Testament. They have the Old Testament
Scriptures, and many of them are steeped in those Scriptures. We
take them back, indeed, to their Old Testament Scriptures. We take
them back to the sacrifices, to the lamb that was sacrified in the
temple, and we speak to them of the "Lamb of God which taketh
away the sin of the world." So you see, this is something which is
of vital consequence for the believer, as he endeavours to witness to
his Jewish friends.

ITS SIGNIFICANCE FOR GENTILES

But I believe it is also of significance for Gentiles apart alto
gether from the question of our relationship with Jews, and that is,
as a stabilising factor in our own Christian life.

I confess that as a young Christian I had scarcely heard 'cl ~
term "covenant," much less realised what bearing it had on my
ChrIstian thinking and my Christian living. But I believe it has, as
J said, a very real stabilising influence, when I realise that this
relationship into which, by the grace of God, I have been brought,
is not something that has just happened by chance. It is something
which has been happening again and again across the centuries.
This relationship, into which God has brought me, is the very same
relationship into which He brought the Apostle Paul, and into
which He brought David, and into which He brought Abraham.
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I realise, with a new thrill of wonder, what an experience this really
is and what an established covenant this is.

So then my salvation is not due to some pious whim on my part.
This is not something that I have decided to take up. This is
something into which God has brought me, and what a covenant it
is! What a relationship it is! My faith is established firm because
it does not depend on some power on my part. It depends upon the
fact that I have been brought into an everlasting covenant, a
covenant which has been sealed by the blood of the Lord Jesus

Christ. A GRACIOUS COVENANT
Now let us, for a few moments this morning, look at some of the

characteristics of this covenant of grace: this relationship into
which God brings His people, so that we can say "He is our God" ,&
and He replies "And you are My people." It is a gracious covenant •
-using that term that is so familiar in the history of Christian
thought, "THE COVENANT OF GRACE." Here, Zacharias speaks of
the fact that God has performed, or is performing, "the mercy
promised to our forefathers." The basis of this covenant is the
mercy of God.

Right through the Old Testament itself this thought of God's
mercy is a recurring theme. Even in the passages where the judg
ments of God are declared in no uncertain terms, again and again
this recurring note comes that, while He is the God of wrath and of
judgment, He is the God of grace and of mercy. We were thinking
of that this morning at 8 o'clock here, in the prophecy of Jod.
J oel, speaking in a time of national judgment; JoeI, bringing words
of warning; at the same time he brings the word, "Rend your
heart and not your garments, and turn unto the Lord your God:
for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness.
and repenteth Him of the evil" (Jod 2: 13). Or you turn to the
prophecy of Amos. Amos' prophecy is one of almost unrelieved
judgment throughout, but at the very end again the light shines and
there comes this word of mercy. And I say, it is a recurring theme
in the Old Testament, and of course it finds its fulfilment in the
One through whom God's mercy was perfectly revealed, even the
Lord Jesus Christ.

Now mercy, by its very definition, by its very nature, is something
that is undeserved. A Government pays its Army, or it pays its
Civil Service, and presumably that payment is deserved. ·Work has
been done, or at least a certain amount of work has been done,
and the payment is made. It is in terms of wages. But if a Govern
ment is dealing with rebels, with those who have rebelled against
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their authority, clearly there are only two forms of treatment, either
punishment or mercy. And mercy, by its very nature, is something
that people do not merit. It is something that is freely given. And
that, of course, is the picture of Scripture. It is not of God dealing
with us as those who are, as it were, on a level with Him. It is
God Almighty dealing with those who are His creatures. It is God,
the Sovereign Judge, dealing with those who are rebels, and He
deals graciously with them, deals with them in mercy.

And mercy, again, by its very nature, is something that is
unconstrained. If you force a man to act graciously towards some
one, you cannot really say that it is mercy that he is showing. It is
something that you are compelling him to do. True mercy is some
thing that flows freely, and so when you turn to Scripture, this
covenant is rooted in the free mercy of God, the "free unmerited
favour of God" as that old definition of grace puts it. God's coven
ant is a covenant of mercy which is rooted in His love towards us.
Isn't that why Charles Wesley-Oh surely it is! -why he was over
whelmed as he thought of this mercy of God that had flowed forth
so freely at Calvary, and he wrote that hymn:

"Tis mercy all, immense and free.
For, Oh my God, it found out me." .

A HOLY COVENANT .

It is a gracious covenant, but as well as that, it is a holy covenant.
"To perform the mercy promised to our fathers, and to remember
his holy covenant." It is holy because of the One who makes the
covenant, God Himself is the Holy One. This is one of the great
statements of Scripture concerning Him. People seem to think that
the only thing Scripture says is "God is love," but in the very same
epistle in which that statement is made, there is also the statement
that "God is light." The two are true; not one, not the other, but
both! And the God who is merciful, is the God who is holy. When
the Bible says "God is holy," it means that He is absolutely apart
from everything sinful, evil and imperfect. There is no flaw in God's
being. There is nothing imperfect in Him. God is without spot or
stain, and that means that all that God does is perfect, and that
means that God's covenant is perfect.

Human covenants, human relationships are so often marred by
sinfulness. We are seeing this in a very obvious way in these days
in the United Nations. There is a covenant. People, nations, are
coming together, allegedly to keep peace in the world; and yet,
because of the bitter self-seeking that prevails on all sides, you can
see the covenant of the United Nations just falling to pieces. One
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sees it at another level, at the level of family life. In these days,
how many homes are broken asunder, for this very same reason,
that the covenant that was established in the marriage was not
carried out in terms of faithfulness and love. But so often the
weakness and the self-seeking has led to a breakdown of the home.
But God's covenant is not rooted in some sinful imperfection as
man's is. God's covenant is rooted in His holiness. He is the holy
God who is always true to His word, and that is why His covenant
is perfect.

But clearly it means something else. The covenant is holy not
only in the fact that it is the Holy One who establisheS- it, but it is
holy in the sense that those who are brought into this covenant are
holy as well. In other words, God takes us and makes us His
people, so that we share His holiness. The holy people in Scripture
are the covenant people. That means, of course, that they are
looked on as a people apart. If you go back to your Old Testament,
Israel is always looked upon as a people different from the nations
around. Here is something totally different-these are the uncir
cumcised Gentiles-here is the covenant people, the people with
whom God has-made a compact. And in the New Testament that
finds its fulfilment in the church of Christ. The church is called upon
to be holy. They are set apart from the world. They have been
taken out of the kingdom of darkness. They have been brought
into the kingdom of God's dear Son.

They are holy, not just in some negative way, in the sense of
being apart from sin and apart from the world, but holy in the
sense of belonging to God. In the Old Testament the temple was
holy; there was to be nothing unhallowed in the precincts. That is
why Jesus could speak in such stinging words of rebuke when He
cleansed the temple during His ministry. But it was not just holy
in this negative sort of way, that there was to be no trafficking in
the temple. It was to be holy in the sense of belonging to God, the
place where pure worship was offered. And Paul says, "And you
believers, you the covenant people, you are the temple of the Holy
Ghost. Of course you are to be separate from an that would defile.
Sin and impurity of every kind has got to be banished from you.
But it is not just holy in a negative way. You are the covenaht
people in the sense that you are His people. You belong to the
Holy Ghost, and therefore you are called upon to realise that in your

• life."
You see, this holiness is not just something that concerns our 1

status, our standing; it is something which must be realised. Wasn't
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that the tragic error of the believers, or of the outward church rather,
in the Old Testament? They thought of themselves with pride, as
being the people of God. "We are the covenant people." In fact.
they looked with scorn on the nations around, those who dwelt in
darkness. They were different! But what they failed to see, and
what the prophets tried again and again to make them see, is this.
If you claim to be the holy people, if you claim to be God's people,
then it is not just a matter of what your standing is. you have got
to let this work out in your daily living. It is sheer mockery to claim
to be the people of God and not to live as the people of God.
Remember the prophetic word "You only have I known of all the
nations of the earth, therefore will I visit you for your iniquities"
(Amos 3: 2). This was a shattering word to them. Their line of
thinking was that "we only are known of all the nations of the
earth, and therefore we can relax." And the prophetic word is
"Far from it! Because God has known you, and chosen you, and
made you His own, He demands much from you." And the people
of God, still, who have been brought into this covenant relationship
are called to be holy, with that holiness that reflects the righteous
ness of Christ Himself.

A FAITHFUL COVENANT

It is a gracious covenant. It is a holy covenant. Finally, it is a
faithful covenant. "To perform the mercy promised to our fathers,
and to remember his holy covenant; the oath which he sware to our
father Abraham." This covenant is rooted in the oath, in the Word
of God.

It takes you right back, across the centuries. to that time when
God met with Abraham, and God took Abraham from Ur of the
Chaldees and sent him out on that pilgrimage of faith to the
promised land. It takes you to that time on Mount Moriah, when
God tested Abraham in the hardest way it is possible, and called
him to offer his only son. It takes you to that time when Abraham.
by faith, was about to offer his son. and God in mercy intervened
and showed Abraham that the ram was to be offered in his place.
And it takes you to that climax of the story, when God promises
to bless Abraham. and through Abraham, to bring blessing to the
uttermost parts of the world. And Paul takes up this thought and
in the Epistle to the Galatians he says. "The seed of Abraham was
the Christ, the coming Messiah; and the promise of God to bring
blessing through the seed of Abraham, found its fulfilment when
God did bring blessing, unimagined blessing, through the seed of
Abraham, even through the Lord Jesus Christ Himself."
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But you see, what God did in Christ, and what God is doing for
us today through Christ, is what He promised centuries ago, when
He sware to Abraham. Because God spoke it, that word stands
eternally sure. And that is why this covenant into which God has
called us, is such a sure thing. That is why I believe with all my
heart, that when God brings a man into covenant relationship, it is
not some temporary arrangement that may be here today and gone
tomorrow. He is brought into a covenant, a relationship, which
nothing can break; not even death itself can sever the bond that
links a man to Christ, and through Christ to his God. Because, you
see, this covenant is rooted in the sure, constant, abiding promises
of God Almighty. The basis of the covenant is the Word of God,
and that Word is one that speaks of mercy. Men, you know, are
often concerned about their pedigree. They are very interested if
they can trace their lineage back 50 or 100 years. If they can go
really far back, well of course, it is something to talk about. But our
lineage is something that goes beyond anything that the man of the
world can claim. We do not think of something as recent as the
Conquest, our lineage goes much beyond that, if we are believers.
We are in a covenant which stretches back across the centuries.
Our forbears are men like Moses and David-Oh beyond that! We
go right back to Abraham, to that great pioneer of faith, so that
the New Testament can call us "the children of Abraham."

A WORD OF CHALLENGE

SO let us realise this morning, with thanksgiving, what is involved
in this covenant of grace. God Almighty has done nothing less than
this, He has made us His own children by adoption and grace. He
has had mercy on us, in spite of what we are, in spite of the facrl
that our sins cry out to Heaven for vengeance. He has had mercy.
He has sent His Son to be the Saviour of the world. He has brought
to us this sure word of salvation. By the Spirit, He has worked in
our hearts. He has led us to repentance and faith, and He has made
us His very own. We are in covenant relationship with Him. And
that covenant is sure, because it is established by the Word of God;
sure, also, because it is sealed, no longer with the blood of the
sacrificial victims in the temple-that was the temporary arrange
ment of a preliminary covenant-this covenant is finally and for
ever sealed by the blood of the Lamb of God, who has borne away
our sins.

But what a word it is to us this morning! Not just a word to
evoke thanksgiving. It should do that, leading us to praise God for
what He has done for us. Oh may it also be a word of challenge.
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just such as the prophets gave as they stood facing the people of
Israel, and reminded them that because they were the covenant
people, God demanded much from them. If, by His grace, He has
brought you and brought me into this precious, abiding relationship,
and if we can really say, not with our lips only but from our hearts,
"He is my God and I am His child"-well then, as it were, there
comes an' echo from God Himself, "Be ye holy, for I am holy."
May God enable us to realise the wonder, the privilege of our
covenant relationship. May God enable us, likewise, to live worthily
of our high calling.

Cambridge, 1961. HERBERT M. CARSON.

PILGRIM PAPERS

"WALKS AND TALKS WITH JESUS"

By Dr. D. A. DOUDNEY

BROUGHT TO JEsus-Too WEAK AND HELPLESS TO WALK TO HIM
"And, behold, they brought to Him a man sick of the palsy, lying

on a bed."
HIS was a pitiable state indeed. Very likely the man said, "Oh, it's
of no use. Mine is a hopeless case. Don't put me to more pain by
moving me. I am unable to bear the fatigue.'~

Or possibly the poor man had said, "Oh, if I could but get to this
Jesus, of whose power to heal I have heard, perhaps He might do
something for me; but here I am, unable to move." It may be that,
under these circumstances, his friends or his neighbours took com
passion on him, and bore him away on his bed to Jesus.

It is not unlikely that one who had seen for himself the poWer and
the pity of Jesus, in regard to healing the sick, thought at once of his
poor palsied friend or neighbour; and therefore made the best of his
way to him, to tell him what he had himself seen of the wonderful
doings of Jesus. Hence possibly this poor man's wish to see if Jesus
would do something for him likewise.

At any rate, however it was or from whatever cause, the man was
brought; and we are told, in the 5th chapter of Luke, that they were
so much in earnest about it, that "they sought means to bring him
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in, and to lay him before Him; and, when they could not find by
what way they might bring him in because of the multitude, they
went upon the housetop, and let him down through the tiling with
his couch, into the midst before Jesus."

Ah, reader, they were in earnest, were they not? They did not say,
as they might have said, and as no doubt many would have said,
"Oh, see yonder what a crowd there is. It is quite useless our going
any further. We shall not be able to get near the house, much less
into it. Let us go back at once, and not subject the poor fellow to
more pain and discomfort."

No, there was nothing of this kind. Christ was their object, and to
Him, by some means or other, they would come.

"If there is no other way," say they, "we will take him up upon
the roof, and let him down through, for Jesus must see him."

Ah, this was faith-active, bold, persevering faith. And Jesus
recognised and honoured it too. The poor palsied man perhaps had
little or no faith. It was by the faith of others, he was brought.

At any rate, Jesus put His royal stamp of approval upon it, for
we read that He said, "Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven
thee."

This was striking at the root of the disease indeed! This was
giving-as, in reality, Jesus always give-more, far more, than He
was asked for.

"And he arose and departed to his house."

Oh, what a change! Carried to the house where Jesus was, a poor
palsied creature! Walked back with a nimble step and a light
heart! Not merely with his palsy gone, but with his pardon sealed!
Not simply his body healed, but his soul, too! All by Jesus, and
all upon Gospel terms, namely, "without money and without price."
No pence had he to pay, no penance to perform. All was as free
and as full as Jesus Himself could make it.

Oh, what encouragement to seek to WALK AND TALK WITH JESUS!

"Jesus, Lover of my soul,
Let me to Thy bosom fly,

While the nearer waters roll,
While the tempest still is nigh.

Hide me, 0 my Saviour, hide,
Till the storm of life is past;

Safe into the haven guide!
o receive my soul at last.



The Gospel Magazine

"Other refuge have I none;
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee!

Leave, ah, leave me not alone,
Still support and comfort me!

All my trust on Thee is stayed;
All my help from Thee I bring;

Cover my defenceless head
With the shadow of Thy wing.

"Thou, 0 Christ, art all I want:
More than all in Thee I find:

Raise the fallen, cheer the faint,
Heal the sick, and lead the blind.

Just and holy is Thy name;
I am all unrighteousness:

Vile and full of sin I am:
Thou art full of truth and grace.

"Plenteous grace with Thee is found,
Grace to cover all my sin;

Let the healing streams abound;
Make and keep me pure within:

Thou of life the fountain art,
Freely let me take of Thee;

Spring Thou up within my heart,
Rise to all eternity."

367

Bedminster, 1876.

REWARD

Charles Wesley.
D. A. DOUDNEY.

"Verily He is a God that judgeth .in the earth."-Psalm 58: 11.

o child of God, there is reward for thee,
Not minted in the coinage of this age,
But durable as is eternity,
And guaranteed as thine own heritage;
Pronounced by God within the holy page
Of His own Word, and in this fleeting day,
Whilst angry storms and tempests round thee rage,
Thou hast the peace which nought can take away,
The joy they only know who live beneath His sway.

Rodden Rectory, Frame. T. Pittaway.
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Poetry

MY SHEPHERD
Tune: Aurelia

Restore, my soul, 0 Jesus.
To see the pastures green

Which ever are before me
As on Thy love I lean.

There are some quiet waters
Where Thou dost lead Thy sheep,

Bright valleys of protection
. Where Thou dost safely keep.

Thy goodness and Thy mercy
Each day will follow me,

For guarded by Thy kindness
From evil I am free.

Thy love which passes knowledge
On rock has set my feet,

And though I am imperfect,
In Thee I am cO?1plete.

Thy rod and staff give comfort,
For Thou wilt not forsake,

And Thou dostknow the journey
Marked out for me to take.

o great will be the welcome
On distant Canaan's shore,

When angels join the chorus
Of praise for evermore.

Rodden Rectory. Frome.

SECURITY
Tune: Evelyns

Save, 0 God, with mercy,
By Thy strong right hand,

For that hand is stationed
Where my Lord does stand,

And Thy hand is motioned
By the love that died.

By the lovingkindness
Of the Crucified.

T. Pittaway.
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He who died to save me
Gives me strength today,

Guarding from the pitfalls
Which beset my way;

He is ever near me,
Sheltering from harm,

And in every tempest
He will make a calm.

Thus; I walk not fearing
What before me lies,

For in every trial
Lurks a glad surprise,

A surprise of trusting,
All is planned in love,

That beyond the cloud-wrack
There is light above.

Here my way through darkness
Leads unto the light;

On the far horizon
All the land is bright;

There my Lord will meet" me
When this life is o'er,

Where will be rejoicing
On that radiant shore.

Rodden Rectory, Frome.
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T. Pittaway.

VISION

Tune: Epiphany.

Show to our faith the fair city of Canaan,
Jesus, our Saviour, who leads us each day

Grant us a vision of fields of the blessed,
Cheering with hope all our pilgrimage way.

There is the rest for the souls of the weary,
There is the solace for sorrow and care,

There is the end of sinning and failure,
Never a shadow will dim the light there.

Now, as we travel the highway to Zion,
Give us a glimpse of the pastures above,

So we will we cast from our minds what is evil,
Whilst we will bask in the beams of Thy love.



370 The Gospel Magazine

All who through grace by Thy Word are begotten
Unto a life which is rooted in Thee,

Know that for them is the privilege granted
Visions of glory in spirit to see.

Rodden Rectory, Frame. T. Pittaway.

DIVINE PROTECTION
Tune: Bishopsgarth.

o wherefore should our heart have fear,
Since God is our protection?

He brings each adverse circumstance
Into complete subjection.

As Enoch walked in company
With God who is unchanging,

Wherefore should we in desert tracks
From Him at all be ranging?

With His own hand He shut in Noah
From waters overflowing,

And when our soul will trust His love
His peace we shall be knowing.

To Abraham He was a shield,
A great reward exceeding,

And for us, too, His guiding hand
To Canaan will be leading.

His servant Moses He preserved
From Pharaoh's reckless striving,

And of the power to work us harm
Satan He is depriving.

Was not Elijah kept secure
From Ahab's evil scheming?

And in each dark and bodeful hour
His love to us is streaming.

o those who trust in Jesus Christ
Have never been forsaken,

And they will always dwell secure
Who have His promise taken;

They know His love encircles them,
Their sun is ever shining,

For when a cloud obscures their sky
They see the silver lining.

Rodden Rectory, Frome. T. Pittaway.
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THE REFORMATION
TRANSLATION FELLOWSHIP

TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORT
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We have just received the Twelfth Annual Report (1960) of the
REFORMATION TRANSLATION FELLOWSHIP. The Hon. Secretary and
Treasurer of the British Committee is:

Mr. Dennis Lewis,
51 St. John's Road,

Chelmsford, Essex.
We give a few extracts frQm the information provided in the Report
(twenty pages).

The· Chairman of the British Committee, the Rev. G. N. M.
Collins, RA., RD., writes:

The British Branch has been encouraged in the past year by
increased liberality towards the work, and we feel sure that, as
information concerning our work is made available to the
public, interest in it will continue to deepen. Events in the
Far East provide cause both for thanksgiving and supplication,
and present a challenge that we cannot and dare not ignore.
The printed page can often find access where the missionary is
barred. Doors are still open. Let us go in and take possession
to the fullest extent of our opportunity.

The American Representative. the Rev. Lester E. Kilpatrick
(Arizona, U.S.A.), referring to the recent resignation through ill
health of Mr. Norman A. MacMillan, has written:

It was Mr. MacMillan who conceived the idea of a British
Branch of the R.T.F. He recruited an able committee and,
with them and friends in the British Isles, provided financial
support and wise counsel and encouragement since 1953.

He says: "It seems needless to add that my resignation is
not the result of any disagreement with the policy of the
Reformation Translation Fellowship or with any individual
member of it. Neither has there been any change in my
doctrinal views.

"I do pray that the Lord will continue to bless the work of
the Reformation Translation Fellowship among the Chinese or
wherever else it is carried on."
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Iris with a keen sense of Mr. MacMillan's contribution to
this ~ork, and only at his insistence, that we accept his resig
nation~ At his suggestion, the Board of Directors has chosen the
Rev. G. N. M. Collins, RA., RD., who has served so well as
Chairman of the British Committee, to succeed Mr. MacMillan
as Director, and Mr. Dennis Lewis as Treasurer in the United
Kingdom.

We look to 1961 for great enlargement in this ministry under
the blessing of our God. L.K.

The ANNUAL REPORT, written by the Rev. Charles H. Chao
(California), Executive Secretary, includes the following passages:

The Reformation TranslatIon Fellowship has been engaging in a
battle for the Reformed Faith ever since its initiation. No matter
how small its organisation and personnel are; no matter how
clumsily it fights; the gospel of the redeeming grace of the Lord
Jesus Christ and the principles of the Reformation have been
presented through the printed pages, and the glory of the Sovereign
God has been our chief concern. The Almighty One will not leave
us alone in the world. He has been working with us. We have
many reasons to give Him thanks for what He has done.

During the year of 1960 we have printed and distributed 4,927
copies of The Reformed Faith and Life quarterly magazine and
7,172 copies of our published literature among 18 different countries.
Our newly published books that have been on the market are:
Dr. Samuel G. Craig's Christianity Rightly So-called; George Mars
den's Are You a Biblical Baptist?

The Chinese translation of Dr. Loraine Boettner's Immortality
has been in the printer's hands for a long time. Because of the
overdraft in our Hongkong Agent's account, our printing pro
gramme has been slowed down.

MASS STARVATION ON THE MAINLAND CHINA
From what we have heard, the Chinese people on the Mainland

are suffering from starvation physically as well as spiritually. Due
to the censorship of the Red government and the cautiousness of
the Christians, most of our literature that was sent in was returned.
People are escaping every week to Macao and Hongkong, and all
tell the same tale of starvation diets in the communes, with 16-18
hours work daily. The Chinese people on the Mainland China have
been leading inhuman lives.

It is a pleasure to acknowledge my debt· of gratitude to Mr.
Norman A. MacMiIlan, the British Secretary of the R.T.F., for his
help in getting Reformed books and magazines.
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TWO LETTERS

In concluding this report I would like to quote two letters, one
froin a Chinese young man who wrote from Formosa. the other
from a reader in the Mainland.

"First of all I must thank God for the riches of His grace. It
was five years ago, while I was yet a high school student, that by
accident I obtained a copy of The Reformed Faith and Life through
a friend. That book has become the first means through which I
came to know God and to seek after Him. Later I became a regular
recipient of your magazine. For these years I have been a faithful
reader of your magazine, which became one of my most loved
reading materials. This magazine has helped my spiritual life in
an immense way; it has given me a clearer understanding of the will
of God and my personal faith in Him as well. Because of this I
feel that I should thank you, Mr. Chao, and also the Fellowship.
You certainly have a great love for God and for men and a deep
concern for our faith. I pray that God will bless your works
abundantly.

"I am now a theological student, preparing myself to become
God's servant. .This Reformed Faith and Life is considerably help
ful to me in ways of edification. Through this magazine I am
enabled to understand the true faith, the faith I first received at my
conversion. Thus I am extraordinarily happy to have it in my
possession.

"The present faith of the Presbyterian churches in Formosa may
be said as having changed its essence and lost its true flavour. They
scarcely mention any of the faith we profess, not mentioning
Calvinism, based on the Scriptures. But on the contrary, it seems
.that they are walking on the highway of Modernism. I know this
because this is what I learn from the seminary, a situation that hurts
my heart. Reverend, do you think you can help me to preserve
the inspiration and revelation I have received through the reading
of the Bible and the articles of your magazine?"

c.H.Y., Formosa.
,

"I wish to thank the Almighty God who loves me with His
unspeakable love. While I was in a distressed circumstance a copy
of your Reformed Faith and Life came to my possession. After
reading this magazine, I realised that this is the very orthodox
church paper I longed for which will guide me to keep away from
heresy. I would like to have a copy each of The Inspiration of the
Scriptures, The Reformed Doctrine of Predestination. Prophecy

-1
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and The Church, and Christianity and Liberalism. We have several
fellow-students here who need to be helped spiritually."

L.H.e., Mainland China.
CHARLES H. CHAO.

REPORT OF THE BRITISH BRANCH

Mr. MacMiIIan includes the following in his report of 1960:
In the midst of all this sad confusion and spiritual darkness, it is

a mercy to know that the Lord has still a remnant in our midst and
that some have been raised up by Him in recent years to publish and
proclaim the doctrines of free and sovereign grace. We, of the
Reformation Translation Fellowship, rejoice to hear that these
blessed truths are being received and are also spreading among the
younger generation in theological colleges. We understand that
Arminian-revivalists have now openly attacked this blessed move
ment.

It may be asked what has all this to do with the work of the
Reformation Translation Fellowship? Indeed, it has a great deal
to do with it. The work of the Reformation Translation Fellowship
was started for the express purpose of publishing Calvinism; which
we believe is nothing else than Biblical Christianity in its purest
form. We heartily agree with the learned Dr. J. L. Packer when he
says, "The only Theology the Bible knows is the Reformed Faith."
Without the support of those who love the doctrines of free and
sovereign grace we could not have hoped for any success, but in the
mercy of God He has laid it on the hearts of many of His people to
support our work.

In the mercy of God, 1960 was our best financial year yet. This
was due, to a great extent, to the publicity given to our work in the
Banner of Truth. We would thank the worthy Editor, the Rev.
lain Murray, RA., for his help.

It may be of interest to some of our readers, especially our friends
in New Zealand, that over £100 was given towards the translation
of Robert Haldane's excellent Commentary on Romans.

We would thank all who have so generously supported our humblt
efforts and we pray that the Lord's blessing will rest on them and
upon us all throughout the coming year. "The only thing worth
living for," said the saintly J. C. Philpot, "is to be blessed and to be
made a blessing."

The writer wishes to thank the Board of Directors and the mem
bers of the British Committee for their kindness during the year.

As we see the forces of darkness growing in strength, let us seek
grace to remain loyal to the Truth, and to be thankful for all the
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mercies which we have received both temporal and spiritual. We
are unworthy of the least of His mercies. "For Him shall constant
prayer be made." It does not matter much what becomes of us, the
common soldiers, as long as the Great Captain of our Salvation is in
front-honoured and glorified. "Let my name perish," said the
godly George Whitefield, "but let Christ's Name last for ever."
Such a desire should actuate us all.

"And blessed be His glorious Name for ever: and let the whole
earth be filled with His glory. Amen and Amen." (Psalm 72: 19).

NORMAN A. MACMILLAN.

Obituary

THE REV. J. P. MACQUEEN (LoNDON)

We quote the following from The Free Presbyterian Magazine
and Monthly Record, July, 1961:-

"We received on Tuesday, the 13th June, the exceedingly sad
news of the sudden death that morning of our brother minister,
the Rev. John P. MacQueen, Pastor of our London Congregation.
We were informed that Miss MacQueen, his sister, who resided
with him in London, went into his bedroom in the morning and
found that her brother had passed away. He preached on the
previous Sabbath and was out for a walk the evening before he
died. Truly, we know not the day nor the hour wherein the Son of
Man cometh. But our friend Mr. MacQueen was one who feared
the Lord greatly and was preparing for Eternity. In fact, physical
trouble over a long period had led his mind to be much upon another
World, where he now is with his Lord and Master, Jesus Christ,
whom he served by grace so zealously while here. In this hurried
note, which we desire to appear in the July issue, we extend the
sincere sympathy of all Church friends to Miss MacQueen and
other relations, and also to the London Congregation. May the
Most High extend to one and all the saving and comforting strength
of His grace in time of trouble."

We ourselves were very sorry indeed to learn of Mr. MacQueen's
sudden passing, though we knew that he had what we understood
to be heart trouble. We used to meet him occasionally in London,
and always felt real spiritual pleasure in his friendship and con
versation at all times. W.D.S.

1
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Aged Pilgrims

NEW APPOINTMENTS

MATRON OF HORNSEY RISE HOME
The new Matron of the Hornsey Rise Home is MRS. E. BREWER,

S.R.N., who succeeds Miss C. Tallach, S.R.N., S.C.M. Mrs. Brewer
has served the Society both at Camberwell and at Hornsey Rise.
She has requested that she should be specially remembered in prayer
as she takes up the responsible position at Hornsey Rise (Quarterly
Record, July, 1961).

The appointment of Mrs. Brewer enables MISS TALLACH to com
mence, in accordance with her long-expressed wish, her well-earned
time of retirement.

NEW DEPUTATION SECRETARY
In the Quarterly Record the appointment is announced of Mr.

Kenneth Baker to the Headquarters Staff as DEPUTATION SECRETARY.
He is available for meetings, and can also undertake preaching
engagements.

154TH ANNUAL MEETING
The 154th Annual Meetings were held on May 27th, when the

Bridewell Hall was comfortably filled both in the afternoon and
evening.

The Annual Sermon, given by the Rev. D. C. Downham, Rector
of Spitalfields, was on "The Worship, Walk, and Work of Faith"
from the references in Hebrews 11 to Abel, Enocll, and Noah.

The Chairman, Mr. D. L. Combridge, mentioned that, though
this was the first occasion he had attended a London Annual
Meeting, he had known the Society all his life, as both his father
and grandfather had been keen supporters.

The Secretary, Mr. F. R. Clifford, said that the problem of
accommodation would be easier when the Camberwell Home was
re-opened in the autumn. Referring to the urgent need for Christian
nurses, he appealed to young people to consider the possibility of
service for God in the Homes of the Society.

The speakers included Pastor G. J. Collier, of Linslade, Leighton
Buzzard, Mr. F. J. Burbridge, the Rev. David Mingard, of Win
chester, and Mr. L. R. Martin.-(Quarterly Record).

A LETTER OF ApPRECIATION
"On behalf of my husband and myself, will you please thank all

the members of the Committee for all the kindness shown in allow-
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"My mother knew much help, lovingly ministered, from Matron,
the nurses, wardens and the cleaners, and at the last they were there
to meet her needs. Only those who frequently visit the wards can
really know the extreme patience so lovingly given to Gpd's aged
saints. With a heart full of gratitude I would praise the Lord for all
His goodness to my mother through the Aged Pilgrims' Friend
Society.

"May the Lord's will be to continue this work, in spite of all
difficulties, to His honour and glory, bless everyone who labours in
connection with the Society, and overrule all Committee decisions,
is our earnest prayer.-From a Grateful Family (Quarterly
Record, July).

FORTHCOMING GATHERINGS
SCAYNES HILL: Wednesday, August 30th, 2.30 p.m., 6 p.m., and

6.30 p.m.
TUNBRIDGE WELLS: Tuesday, September 12th, 1I a.m. Presby

terian Church Hall. 3 p.m. Afternoon Meeting. Mr. E. G.
Eade. Mr. F. R. Clifford.

The 126th Anniversary Services of the CAMBERWELL HOME will,
DV., be held on Saturday, October 7th, when it is expected that the
modernised premises will be open for inspection. Details of the
Re-opening Services will be announced later.

Pilgrims we are, to Canaan bound;
Our journey lies along this road;

This wilderness we travel round,
To reach the city of our God.

And here as travellers we meet,
Before we reach the fields above,

To sit around our Master's feet,
And tell the wonders of His love.

Oft have we seen the tempest rise;
The world, and Satan, hell and sin,

Like mountains, seem'd to reach the skies,
With scarce a gleam of hope between.

But still, as oft as troubles come,
Our Jesus sends some cheering ray;

And that strong arm shall guide us home
Which thus protects us by the way. J. Swain.

"
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BIBLE EXPOSITION

A FOUNDATION TRUTH

"How SHOULD MAN BE JUST WITH GOD?"

By the REV. WILLIAM PARKS (Openshaw)

THE NECESSITY OF A DAYSMAN, AS SEEN BY

OLD TESTAMENT SAINTS

"Then Job answered and said, I know it is so of a truth: but how
should man be just with God? If he will contend with Him,
he cannot answer Him one of a thousand."-Job 9: 1-3.

GOD forbid that I should falsely judge any man. God forbid that I
should falsely judge any of you, my hearers; but do you know I
often speculate upon your probable state before God! As I am in
my quiet study, and upon my bed, in the dark watches of the night,
I.often fancy myself in this pulpit, and you all ranged before me,
and I say to myself:

(1) Does such a one ever think seriously?

(2) Does such a one really understand what I preach?

(3) Does such a one care for what is preached?

(4) And supposing I were removed tomorrow, would it make
any difference to such and such a one if the direct opposite
to what is preached here were preached?

(5) And then I think of you who are very irregular in your
attendance at church-you whose places are occupied,
perhaps, once a month, and I say to myself, What of these?
Are they alive or dead? I wonder what is their creed?

(6) Th(,n, again, I say to myself, There is so-and-so getting far
into years, and oh, I wonder, what would be his or her
testimony if called upon to die tonight? Have they any
scriptural hope? Have they ever been convinced of their
lost estate by nature, and had Christ revealed to their hearts
the hope of glory?

These, and a score of like thoughts, often pass through my mind.
There is not one of you all escapes my notice. And what, think you,
are the concJusicns I come to? Well, to be honest with you, they are
these:
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(1) So-and-so I feel convinced is a Christian man or a Christian
woman. There can be no question about their salvation.

(2) So-and-so I hope is in an inquiring state, really sincere in
pursuit of the best things.

(3) So-and-so I am sure has a great respect for me as a man, and
as a minister: but I can see no light.

(4) And so-and-so I can make nothing of, and am forced to
believe to be as dead as ever.

Here are my honest thoughts and convictions laid before you.
But of course I am not your judge. Still, you know, that as the
Lord has said, "By their fruits ye shall know them," by your fruits,
as they are apparent, or noneapparent to me, I form my opinion,
and here I have to leave it. Believe me, I would save you all if I
could, but with your salvation I have nothing to do. I would,
though, for the sake of those who are not yet enlightened, speak
once more upon a foundation truth, and may the Lord condescend
to be present.

THE ARGUMENT

"How should man be just with God?" Do we all understand
the drift of this question? The convinced and converted amongst us
do; but, doubtless, there are many of you who do not. Here, then,
is the meaning of it.

Job and his friend Bildad were having an argument about God's
dealings with men. This Bildad was the very type of a well-informed
and self-important pharisee. He knew a deal about God, and God's
dealings with men. He could speak very reverently of God, and was
very jealous for God's justice and God's honour, hut he evidently
was not acquainted with the iniquity of his own heart; he was not
aware of the fact that if God were to deal justly with any man it
must end in man's rejection- from God. This Bildad was like all
of his class. When he saw a man afflicted he came to the conclusion
that he was a hypocrite, or an inconsistent liver, and that God was
punishing him for his iniquity. In short, his divinity was this:
"God is too just to cast away a perfect man. He seems to be casting
you, Job, away. Therefore, you cannot be all right." How like a
self-righteous man's reasoning. What multitudes of the present
hour think thus! Surely the pharisees, or the self-righteous, are of a
very old family, a very antiquated race!

Well, but mark what Job says in reply: "Then Job answered and
said, I know it is so of a truth: but how should man be just with
God? If he will contend with Him, he cannot answer Him one of a

1
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thousand"-i.e., I know what you say about God's justice is all
true. I know that God will not pervert justice. I know, too, that if
I were perfect, or pure and upright, God must necessarily come to
my rescue. I know that the hypocrite's hope shall perish. But how
should a m~m, a fallen man, be just with God or before God? Job
knew that God was just and holy in all His works; but how could
man be just with God? If God will contend with man, i.e., if He will
enter into judgment with man, man cannot answer to one charge or
one sin out of a thousand that he is guilty of. The whole chapter
(Job 9) is well worth your prayerful perusal.

But just read with me verses 29-32:

"If I be wicked, why then labour in vain? If I wash myself
with snow water, and make my hands never so clean; yet shalt
thou plunge me in the ditch, and mine own clothes shall abhor
me. For He is not a man, as I am, that I should answer Him,
and we should come together in judgment"-

i.e., If I be the wicked or hypocritical person you, my friends, would
make me, it would be in vain for me to pray as you recommend.
And if, on the other hand, I do my best to purify myself, and
compare myself with God, why, He would show me my folly, just
as one plunged in a filthy ditch would appear in comparison with
one that was clean and pure from filth. Such was Job's divinity,
and such, my hearers, must be ours, if we would be saved.

Man cannot be just before God, no matter what he does. Though
his head were waters of repentance, and his eyes a fountain of tears
which flowed from the cradle to the grave, all cannot render a man
just before a God. Oh that you all could see this, and be convinced
of it! But you cannot till God puts you into the ditch, or rather
till He opens your eyes to let you see you are in the ditch of sin
and filth by nature, and convinces you that He alone can pull you
out. It is from having erroneous notions about holiness, that men
in general are deceiving themselves. If we all could understand what
the holiness of God is, we should see at once that it is impossible
for man to be just with God by any effort of his.

THE MEDIATOR BETWEEN GOD AND MAN

Such is man by nature, a helpless, filthy, loathsome thing in the
sight of God. What is to become of him, then? There is a plan by
which he may be made just before God, and that plan was invented
by God Himself. "Being justified freely by His grace." "Being
justified by faith through our Lord Jesus Christ" (Rom. 5: 1; and
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Rom. 3: 24). These are sentences which reveal the whole secret.
The righteousness of Christ imputed to poor fallen, filthy man, is
what makes him just before God, and nothing else.

Job evidently had a knowledge of this plan, for he speaks in the
context of "a daysman" (see ver. 33). And in chap. 19: 25, Job
acknowledges the existence of his Redeemer. We are not to
suppose that Job is here doubting the existence of a Mediator, for
his confession upon that subject is clear. But this seems rather a
prayer, or an exclamation to the effect, "Oh that there were a
daysman betwixt us"; or, "This daysman is not yet, there will be
one. but He is not yet come! "

Dear hearers, we all need a daysman or mediator to settle matters
bewixt us and God, one who literally can lay His hand upon us
both. This very Individual is provided by God in the Person of
Jesus Christ. As God He can lay His hand upon the poor sinner
and thus make peace. How greatly I desire that you all should feel
your need of this Mediator, and did experience His blessed power.

Tell me. have you ever tried to realise the judgment-day? Or
the fact of your individually being called upon for judgment before
the throne of God? Oh, what a solemn, what an awful time, when
every secret thought of the heart shall be brought to remembrance
in our breasts. Sins that we had long forgotten, iniquities that we
thought had been buried with those with whom we committed them,
lies that we had deliberately told, thefts that we had deliberately
committed, slanders that we had wilfully propagated, vengeance
that we had planned and carried out, thoughts that we had secretly
cherished; when all these, and ten thousand things besides, shall all
crowd upon our consciences, where shall we be if we have no
daysman, no mediator, no representative to plead for us? 0 dread
hour! Enough to make the straitlaced pharisee quail and cry out.
"Enter not into judgment with Thy servant, 0 Lord, for in Thy
sight shall no man living be justified."

The other day I heard of the melancholy death of a sinful com
panion of mine whom I have not seen for five-and-twenty years.
The last time I saw him was when curiosity induced him to come
and hear me preach, but I found him and his wife both dead in
trespasses and sins. We parted to meet no more on this earth.
They are both dead. They died as they had lived, devoted to the
world. And the thought came upon me, "What but sovereign grace
has made the difference between these two unhappy ones and me?
They have no daysman, I profess to have. They have died without
hope, I am living in the midst of hope." Ah, my hearers. rely upon



382 The Gospel Magazine

it, there is such a thing as free and sovereign grace. It is nothing
but this that saves any man. I, for one, know it. For myoId
companions are all swept away unjustified before God. I am left a
monument of mercy.

But some of you ask me, "Tell us how we may obtain the
services of this Daysman, this Mediator?" A question easier asked
than answered. But I will be faithful, God being my Guide and
Teacher. If you are expecting to begin before God begins, you are
deceiving yourselves. You can do nothing to obtain or secure the
services of the great Advocate. He must begin the work, not you.
And oh, it is so difficult to know whether He has begun or not!

Some time ago I was called upon to visit an old person on a sick
bed. "Can you tell me," the person asked, "can you tell me how
I may know I shall be saved?" I said, "I cannot unless I could read
your heart. I can supply you with some tests to try your heart,
but the human heart is so deceitful that it can baffle man's best
efforts." "Well, but," said the person, "1 know I am a sinner."
"Well," I said, "that is a good sign; but do you know you are a
hell-deserving sinner, and that in you dwells no good thing?' "Yes,"
said the person, "I know all that." "Well," I observed, "that is a
very good sign, but how am I to know you are telling me the
truth?" "Oh," said this person, "I am no hypocrite; I never made
a profession; I never told lies; I never pretended to be what I was
not." "Stay, my friend," I rejoined, "you are now beginning to
boast and to brag like the pharisee in the parable. You evidently
have not that mean opinion of yourself you confessed a little while
ago. You have some good thing in you, and until that is taken out
of you I can hold out to you no hope." Ah, what a hard thing is it
to visit the sick, and the dying, and to be faithful!

But to come back. Some of you want to know whether the
Daysman is yours. I answer, He is nobody's who is not born again.
He is nobody's who is not convinced of sin, as sin in the sight of
God. He is nobody's who is a stranger to the blood and righteous
ness of God. He is nobody's who has no love for God or longing
after holiness. But He is the Mediator and Redeemer of everybody
who knows the plague of his own heart, and is convinced he cannot
be justified before God but by the righteousness of God. Here are
the grand tests: the result of their application depends wholly upon
the truthfulness or untruthfulness of the parties seeking to know.
Sermon 31 (1862). WILLIAM PARKS.
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ApPEAL FOR LAVENDER
The fragrance of English lavender is a real cheer to those in

hospital. Wc appeal once again for gifts of lavender for the work
of the Royal Hospitals Text Mission in the hospitals of Bristol.
The lavender is made up in attractive little bags, and it is given
with a suitable text of Scripture. The work continues all the year
round. It has been much used and blessed of God.

Some friends ask how the lavender should be gathered. It is
best gathered just before the flower begins to drop. It is a help
if some friends can cut the lavender, spread it out on paper, and
turn it over occasionally-it will then dry quickly, and the flowers
will drop or be easily removed.

Parcels will be much welcomed (in whatever form). Please send
to the Rev. W. Dodgson Sykes, 29 Oakfield Road, C1ifton, Bristol 8.

THE QUI:I'N AT BENARES (INDIA)
The visit of Her Majesty the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh

to the City of Senares was in every way a royal occasion (Missionary
MessellRer, July-August, 1961). Most of the RC.M.S. missionaries
were present at the Airport to see the arrival of the Queen's plane.
Margaret Duncumb presented the Queen with a bouquet of roses.

The following day the royal party attended Morning Prayer at
St. Mary's Church, Benares. Bishop Robinson welcomed the Queen
and Prince Philip. The Duke read the Second Lesson.

The sermon was given by the Rev. R. P. Harland, M.A., B.C.M.S.
Chaplain. It was a faithful message dealing with Jacob's meeting
with God at Bethel.

The service, of which a tape recording was made, was relayed to
people listening outside.

ST. LUKE'S CENTENARY
Following upon our reference to the Centenary of St. Luke's

Church, Bedminster, we received an interesting letter from the
REV. ALAN D. TOMS. Pastor of PhiIip Street Baptist Chapel, Bed
minster. Mr. Toms wrote: "I was most interested in your article
in the January Gospel Magazine on the opening of St. Luke's Parish
Church. As you know, St. Luke's is very close to us, and we have
very close fellowship."

"1861 must have been a great year in Bedminster," Mr. Toms
writes. Not only was St. Luke's opened (January 1861), but in April
of that year the buildings of PHILIP STREET CHAPEL were used for
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the first time. A service marking their centenary was held on
April 16th, and a warm letter of Christian greetings was sent from
the worshippers at Philip Street to the members of St. Luke's
Church.

WHO WAS MARY'S MOTHER?

"St. Anne was the mother of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and her
special day is July 26th"-such is the statement in a Church "inset"
for July. But who is "St. Anne"? No one knows who was the
mother of Mary. Yet we are constantly meeting today statements
as the one quoted above. Fables are given as facts.

FOR WIDOWS
CHARLES WESLEY'S HYMN

"God is our refuge and strength:
A very present help in trouhle."-Psalm 46: 1.

Thou very present aid
In suffering and distress,

The soul which still on Thee is stayed
Is kept in perfect peace.

The soul in faith reclined
On the Redeemer's breast.

'Mid raging storms, exults to find
An everlasting rest.

Sorrow and fear are gone
Whene'er Thy face appears;

It stills the sighing orphan's moan,
And dries the widow's tears.

It hallows every cross,
It sweetly comforts me;

Makes me forget my every loss,
And find my all in Thee.

Jesus, to whom I fly,
Doth all my wishes fill;

What though created streams are dry
I have the fountain still.

Stripped of my earthly friends,
I find them all in One;

And peace, and joy that never ends
And heaven, in Christ begun.

Charles Wesley, 1749.




