
•

I
AUGUST 1968

Contents
Editorial- 337

Holiness: C. H. Spurgeon - 339
The Bible Way to Heaven: J. C. Ryle - 354
Are Parents to Blame?: J. B. Rowell-356

Giving: Leith Samuel- 361
Amazing Grace: H. M. Carson - 365
Doctrinal Definitions: P. Tucker - 374

Young People's Page- 378
Correspondence - 382

1766 1968
GOSPEL MAGAZINE OFFICE
69 FLEET STREET, LONDON, E.C.4

Price 1/3 per month By Post 18/- per year



TIlE

GOSPEL MAGAZINE
Incorporating the Protestant Beacon and The British Protestant

"JESUS CHRIST, THE SAME YESTERDAY, AND TODAY, AND FOR EVER."
"ENDEAVOURING TO KEEP THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT IN THE BOND OF PEACE."

"COMFORT YE, COMFORT YE MY PEOPLE, SAITH YOUR GOD."

Old Series
No. 2391

AUGUST, 1968New Series
No. 1391

-----------------------

EDITORIAL
'St. Peter no longer bone of contention.' This was the Guardian's

heading to its report from Rome on June 26th of the alleged dis
covery of some of the bones of the apostle Peter under the papal
altar in St. Peter's. The Pope has satisfied himself that this time the
bones are really the authentic remains of the apostle.

This is indeed not the first time that Peter's bones have been given
a special status in Rome. Until now the cathedral church of Rome,
St. John Lateran, contained 'Saint Peter's skull'. But the new bones
form part of the skull. Unless the original owner had two heads-a
reasonable suggestion for the relic-ridden imagination?-the other
possibility is that one is a fake, and this has now been admitted.
There is, of course, the more realistic possibility that the new set of
bones are as much a fake as the old.

The expert who has pronounced the original relic to be a fake has
explained why she did not use modern scientific methods for testing
the bones. 'The process would have reduced them to dust and thus
reduced their value as relics to be worshipped.' So all we have at
the moment is a vaguely defined 'proof' which has led the Pope,
'comforted by the judgment of prudent, learned, and competent
persons', to accept the claims.

But all this raises interesting questions apart from those which
a hard-headed scientist would probably raise. Why would bones
reduced to dust have less value as relics than bones in a reasonably
unimpaired condition? Is the degree of sanctity in inverse propor
tion to the degree of solidity? Does the aura of a saint only remain
while a certain stage of preservation is maintained? If so, how do
you know when the point of no return has been passed? Perhaps
the answer is the more mundane consideration that complete bones
have more value than dust because they are more likely to pull in
the pilgrims!
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Then again we need to enquire about the skull in the Lateran
now declared to be a fake. What about all the pilgrims who have
visited that shrine to venerate the relic? What about the alms they
gave? What about the prayers they said? What about the hopes of
these worshippers that the presence of the relic would bring blessing
to them? In fact they have for years been misled, just as a vast
number in the past were deceived by the cult of Philomena who
proved also to be a 'fake'.

But even assuming that one had a genuine relic of some deceased
person, one must challenge on biblical grounds the whole cult.
Worship in Scripture is 'in spirit and in truth'. The making of
images is forbidden, and with this prohibition goes the frequent
biblical prohibition of venerating objects. Examples of such objects
which became the subject of divine disapproval were Gideon's
ephod and the brasen serpent which Hezekiah so contemptuously
rejected when it became an object of idolatrous worship.

Rome admittedly draws at this point one of her characteristically
subtle distinctions. The veneration offered to a relic is 'relative
dulia', that offered to a 'saint' is 'dulia', that to Mary is 'hyperdulia'
and that to God is 'latria'. But how can an ordinary person,
uneducated in the subtleties of such scholastic refinements, keep
clear the distinction? When he bows to kiss the relic he is in deadly
peril. Whatever plausible suggestion may be made that he is only
using an aid to worship, both Scripture and history reply that such
an argument has always been the cloak for idolatry which is an
abomination to the Lord.

This whole sorry episode is a further comment on the reactionary
forces that are still a potent factor in Rome. Pope Paul, who is
encouraging this cult of relics, is the same man who in his encyclical
on the eucharist encouraged the veneration of the reserved sacra
ment, though in this case the worship goes beyond dulia-it is latria
-the worship offered to God alone.

Here is a further irritant for progressive Catholics in Rome. Here
is a further comment on Charles Davis' reply to those who charged
him with precipitate action in seceding when he might have stayed
to work for reform. His reply was to point to the inconsistency of
those who remained in a system which at heart they rejected. The
bones discovered in Rome pose the same challenge. Can a man
claim to be following the Bible and yet countenance superstition
and gross idolatry perpetrated by the man who leads the church of
which he professes to be a member? H. M. CARSON.
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Holiness, the Law
of God's House

339

C. H. SPURGEON
A sermon preached on September 11th,
1881, at the morning service in the

Metropolitan Tabernacle.
"This is the law of the house; Upon the top of the mountain the

whole limit thereof round about shall be most holy. Behold, this is
the law of the house."-Ezekiel 43 : 12.

I shall not enter into the immediate meaning of Ezekiel's vision.
I believe that the house of which Ezekiel speaks is typical of the
church of the living God. In it I see not so much the visible church
as that spiritual, mystical church of Jesus Christ which is the one
place of His abode. It is found in a state of grace on earth, and in
full glory in heaven. Below it is the holy church militant, above it is
the holy church triumphant.

The church is the only thing upon earth which can properly be
called the house of God, for He dwelleth not in temples made with
hands, that is to say of this building. The finest architecture could
never constitute a proper shrine for Deity. Look to yon blue
heavens, gaze upon the spangled vault of night, and view the ever
flashing, wide, and open sea, and tell me if any handiwork of man
can rival the temple of nature. Peer into boundless space and see
what a temple is already builded; within what walls would you hope
to house the infinite Jehovah? He has deigned, however, to choose
Zion, and to desire it for His habitation. The saints are builded
together as a spiritual house, a habitation of God through the Spirit.
He resides among His people, according to His promise, 'I will dwell
in them and walk in them'. Hence the church is the home of the
Great Father, where He dwells in the midst of His family, and takes
His rest. Hath He not said, 'This is my rest for ever: here will I
dwell, for I have desired it'? As a man in his own house takes his
ease and finds delight, so doth God take pleasure in them that fear
Him; 'His foundation is in the holy mountains. The Lord loveth the
gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob'.

The church is God's house, for there He makes Himself known,
and manifests Himself as He does not unto the outside world. 'In
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Judah is God known, His name is great in Israel.' His people know
Him for they are all taught of the Lord: none of them hath need to
say to his neighbour 'know the Lord', for they all know Him as
their Father, from the least even to the greatest. What sweet fami
liarities are enjoyed in the church! What holy intimacies between
the great Father and His children, how tenderly does He unbosom
Himself so that the secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him.
His saints are a people near unto Him: they have access to Him at
all times, for they dwell in His house, and are His own dearly
beloved children. What more glorious thing can be said of the
church than this-'God is in the midst of her; she shall not be
moved'. Of what but the church, the true house of the Lord, could
we read such words as these: 'The Lord thy God in the midst of
thee is mighty; He will save, He will rejoice over thee with joy; He
will rest in His love, He will joy over thee with singing'.

The church is God's house, and therefore He provides for it even
as a man cares for his own house, spends his strength for it, exercises
his wisdom on its behalf, and is ever thoughtful over it. God doth
layout Himself for His people. For this His Son hath both died and
risen again. For this the Lord arranges the purposes of heaven; for
this He works among the children of men. The Lord's portion is
His people, Jacob is the lot of His inheritance, to His chosen He has
special regard. He will see to it that His spiritual house is not
suffered to decay, or to be short of anything which makes for its
comfort, security, and honour.

The Lord links His own name with the church as a man does with
his house. It is the house of the Lord, and He is the Lord of the
house. Beloved, it is the greatest honour that can happen to any
man to be a member of the household of God. There are great
houses in the world of long descent and of imperial rank, but what
are they compared with the household of God? The one family in
heaven and earth named by the name of Jesus has far more true
glory about it than all the families of princes. I had rather be the
meanest saint than the greatest emperor. Such honour have all the
saints.

Now, brothers and sisters, if you and I have had the privilege to
be admitted into God's house, and to be made a part of His family,
it is exceedingly necessary that we should know the law of the house.
This is desirable at our entrance, and equally necessary as long as
we remain in the house of the Lord. Paul wrote to Timothy with
this design, 'that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave
thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God'.
To this end Ezekiel was sent of God to those who desired the favour
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of God. He was to show them the form of the house and the goings
out thereof and the earnings in thereof: and write it in their sight,
that they might keep the whole form thereof, and all the ordinances
thereof, and do them.

God's house is not lawless. It is the abode of liberty, but not of
licence. They that dwell in God's house are in His immediate
presence, and our God is a consuming fire. He had need be holy who
dwells with the thrice holy God. The Lord will be sanctified in them
that come near to Him, and if any enter the house to misbehave
themselves, they will find that judgment begins at the house of God.
How terrible are those words: 'If any man defile the temple of God,
him will God destroy'.

Come we, then, with great attention to look at our text, which will
inform us as to the law of the house. 0 that the Spirit may cause us
to understand, and then lead us to obey.

Let us first try to expound the law of the house; secondly, let us
examine ourselves as to whether we have observed this law of the
house; thirdly, let us see the bearings of this law; and fourthly, let
us take orders for having this law of the house obeyed.

1. First, LET us EXPOUND THE LAW OF THE HOUSE. Note the text
carefully. It begins and ends with the same words: 'This is the
law of the house; upon the top of the mountain the whole limit
thereof round about shall be most holy. Behold, this is the law of
the house'. These words make a frame for the statute; or a sort of
hand on each side pointing to it. 'This is the law of the house'; why
are the words mentioned twice? Is it because we are such wayward
scholars that we need to be told everything twice at the least? Is it
because we are so blind and dull that unless we have a thing repeated
we are not likely to notice it, or noticing it are sure to forget it? Or
was this posted up because of the peculiar law as to going in and out
of the temple? We read in the forty-sixth chapter, at the ninth verse,
'But when the people of the land shall come before the Lord in the
solemn feasts, he that entereth in by the way of the north gate to
worship shall go out by the way of the south gate; and he that
entereth in by the way of the south gate shall go forth by the way of
the north gate: he shall not return by the way of the gate whereby
he came in, but shall go forth over against it'. When the worshipper
entered he saw over the portal, 'This is the law of the house'; and
when he went out, if he looked back at the gate of his departure, he
would see there too, 'This is the law of the house'. Or is it because
this is the law of the house at the beginning of life, and this is the
law of the house at the end of it? This is the law of the house for
the young convert, and this is the law of the house for the most
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venerable saint? At any rate, the alpha and omega of Christian
conduct is contained in the law of the house. You can go no higher
than obedience to that law: indeed, you may say of it 'It is high,
I cannot attain unto it'. Go as far as you may, this still remains to
the most advanced among us the law of the house, for the Lord's
commandment is exceedingly broad.

And what is this law of the house? Why, that everything about it
is holy. All things in the church must be pure, clean, right, gracious,
commendable, God-like. Everything that has to do with the church
of God must be holy: here are the words, 'Upon the top of the
mountain the whole limit round about shall be most holy'. Observe
that all must be holy; nay, observe agam, it must be most holy. In
the old temple there was only one little chamber in the centre that
was most holy; this was called the holy of holies, or the holiness of
holiness: but now in the church of God every chamber, hall, and
court is to be most holy. As was the veiled shrine into which none
ever entered save the high priest, and he but once a year, and then
not without blood-as was that august apartment in which God
shone forth from between the cherubim, such for holiness is the
entire church to be in every member and every service.

Observe that this law of the house is not only intense, reaching
to the superlative degree of holiness, but is most sweeping and
encompassing: for we read 'Upon the top of the mountain the
whole limit thereof round about shall be most holy'. The outer
courts, the courts of the Gentiles, the walls, the promenades outside
the walls, the slopes of the hill, every part that had to do with the
mountain upon which the temple stood, was to be most holy. From
which I gather that in the church of God it is not merely her minis
ters that are to be most holy, but her common members; not her
sacraments only, but her ordinary meals; not her Sabbaths only, but
her work-days; not her worship only, but her daily labour. All that
which surrounds our consecrated life is to be consecrated too. The
secular matters which touch our religion are to be made religious
whether we eat or drink, or whatsoever we do, we are to do all in
the name of the Lord Jesus. Not only are the bells on the high
priest's garments to be 'holiness unto the Lord', but the bells of the
horses are to be the same. The pots and bowls of our kitchens are
to be as truly sacred as the golden vessels with which the priests
served the altar of the Most High. Holiness should be far reaching,
and cover the whole ground of a Christian's life. He should be
sanctified 'spirit, soul, and body', and in all things he should bear
evidence of having been set apart unto the Lord. Paul prayed that
the very God of peace would sanctify us wholly. Amen; so let it be.
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We notice, once again, that this holiness was to be conspicuous.
The church is not as a house sequestered in a valley, or hidden away
in a wood, but it is as the temple, which was set upon the top of
a mountain, where it could be seen from afar. The whole of that
mountain was holy. Conspicuous holiness ought to be the mark of
the church of God. We should be a peculiar people, distinguished
by this as a race dwelling alone, that cannot be numbered among the
nations. We ought to be noted, not for talent, not for wealth, not for
loud professions, but for holiness. Somehow or other true holiness
is sure to be spied out and remarked upon. Like the violet, it tries
to hide itself, but it is betrayed by its perfume. Like the star, it
twinkles with modesty, but it is discovered by its light. Grace cannot
be put under a bushel. It would fain be sheltered from its enemies
by its obscurity, but the holy city evermore stands on a hill, and it
cannot be hid. Would God that whenever people speak of the church
to which we belong they may acknowledge its holiness! Would God
that whenever they speak of you or me they may have no evil to say
of us unless they lie. The world does not know how to name the
thing which it both admires and hates, but it soon perceives its exist
ence and owns its power-the thing I mean is holiness, which is at
once the glory and the strength of the people of God.

What is holiness? I know what it is, and yet I cannot in a few
words define it. I will bring out its meaning by degrees, but I shall
not do better than the poor Irish lad who had been converted to the
faith. When he was asked by the missionary, 'Patrick, what is
holiness?' 'Sir,' said he, 'it is having a clean inside.' Just so.
Morality is a clean outside, but holiness is being clean within.
Morality is a dead body washed and laid in clean white linen:
holiness is the living form in perfect purity. To be just to man is
morality, to be hallowed unto God is holiness. The church of God
must not be reputedly good, but really pure; she must not have a
name for virtue, but her heart must be right before God-she must
have a clean inside. Our lives must be such that observers may peep
within doors and may see nothing for which to blame us. Our moral
cleanliness must not be like that of a bad housewife, who sweeps the
dirt under the mats, and puts away rags and rottenness in the corner
cupboards. We must be so clear of the accursed thing that even if
they dig in the earth they will not find an Achan's treasure hidden
there. God desireth truth in the inward parts, and in the hidden part
He would make us to know wisdom.

We might instructively divide holiness into four things, and the
first would be its negative side, separation from the world. There
may be morality, but there can be no holiness in a worldling. The



344 The Gospel Magazine

man who is as other men. are, having experienced no change of
nature and knowing no change of life, is not yet acquainted with
Scriptural holiness. The word to every true saint is, 'Come ye out
from among them. Be ye separate: touch not the unclean thing'. If
we are conformed to the world we cannot be holy. Jesus said of all
His saints, 'They are not of the world, even as I am not of the
world'. We are redeemed from among men that we may be like our
Redeemer, 'holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners'. We
are not to be separate as to place, avoiding men with monkish
fanaticism, for nobody mixed more with sinners than did our Lord.
'This man receiveth sinners and eateth with them' is the old
reproach, but yet our Lord was not one of them, as everybody could
see: nothing could be more clear than the difference between the
lost sheep and the Shepherd who came among them seeking out His
own. Every action, every word, every movement betokened that
He was another man from the sinners whom He sought to bless.

So must it be with us. As the lily among thorns, so must we be
among the mass of men. My fellow-professors, are you different
from those among whom you dwell? Are you as different from
them as a Jew is from a Gentile? Now, a Jew may do what he likes,
he may live in the same style as an Englishman, a Pole, or a German,
and he may in garb, in business, in speech be like the people among
whom he dwells, but the image of father Jacob is upon him, and he
cannot disguise the fact that he is an Israelite. If he is converted to
Christianity, still he does not lose his nationality, you can still per
ceive that he is of the seed of Abraham. So ought it to be with the
real Christian; wherever he is, and whatever he does, men ought to
spy out that he is of the sect which is everywhere spoken against,
and not an ordinary man. The title 'the Peculiar People' belongs to
all the followers of Jesus. They are strangers and sojourners, aliens
and foreigners in this world, for they have come out at the divine
call to be separated unto the Lord for ever. There is no holiness
without separateness from the world.

Holiness next consists very largely in consecration. The holy
things of the sanctuary were holy because they were dedicated to
God. No one drank out of the sacred vessels except God's servants
the priests; no victims were killed by the sacrificial knife, or laid
upon the altar except such as were consecrated to Jehovah, for the
altar was holy, and the fire thereof was holy. So must it be with us
if we are to be holy: we must belong to Jehovah, we must be conse
crated to Him, and be used for His own purposes. Not nominally
only, but really, and as a matter of fact, we must live for God, and
labour for God. That is our reason for existence, and if we answer
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not this end, we have no excuse for living, we are blots upon the face
of nature, waste places, and barren trees which cumber the ground.
Only so far as we are bringing glory to God are we answering the
end and design of our creation. Vie are the Lord's priests, and if we
do not serve Him we are base pretenders. As Christians we are not
our own, but bought with a price, and if we live as if we were our
own we defraud our Redeemer. Will a man rob God? Will he rob
Jesus of the purchase of His blood? Can we consent that the world,
the flesh, the devil should use the vessels which are dedicated to
God? Shall such sacrilege be tolerated? No, let us feel that we are
the Lord's, and that His vows are upon us, binding us to lay our
selves out for Him alone. This is an essential ingredient of holiness:
the cleanest bowl in the sanctuary was not holy because it was clean;
it became holy when, in addition to being cleansed, it was also
hallowed unto the Lord. This is more than morality, decency,
honesty, virtue. You tell me of your generosity, your goodness, and
your pious intentions-what of these? Are you consecrated, for if
you are not consecrated to God you know nothing of holiness. This
is the law of the house, that the church is consecrated to Christ, and
that every man that comes into her midst must be the same. We
must live for God and His glorious kingdom, or we are not holy.
Oh, to make a dedication of ourselves to God without reserve, and
then to stand to it for ever: this is the way of holiness.

But this does not complete the idea of holiness unless you add to
it conformity to the will and character of God. If we are God's
servants we must follow God's commands: we must be ready to do
as our Master bids us, because He is the Lord and must be obeyed.
We must make the Lord Jesus our example, and as Ezekiel says,
'we must measure the pattern'. It must be our meat and drink to do
the will of Him that sent us. Our rule is not our judgment, much
less our fancy, but the word of God is our statute book. We are to
obey God that we may grow like God. The question to be asked is,
What would the Lord have me do? or, What would Christ Himself
have done under the circumstances? Not, what is my wish, but what
is God's law about this: not what will please me, but what wiII
please Him. Having been begotten again by God into the image of
Christ, and so having become His true children, we are to grow up
into Him in all things who is the head, being imitators of God as
dear children, for so, and so only, shall we be holy. Do understand,
then, that with regard to the whole range of the church, however
wide her action, conformity to the character of God is the law of
the house. Likeness to Christ must be seen in every single member,
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in every act of every member, and in the whole body, and in all its
corporate acts. This is the law of the house.

I must add, however, to make up the idea of holiness, that there
must be a close communion between the soul and God; for if a man
could be, which is not possible, conformed to the likeness of God,
and consecrated to God, yet if he never had any communication
with God the idea of holiness would not be complete. The temple
becomes holy because God dwells in it. He came into the most holy
place in a most especial manner, and this accounted for its being the
holy of holies; even so special communion with the Lord creates
special holiness. God's presence demands and creates holiness. And
so, brothers and sisters, if we would be holy we must dwell in God,
and God must dwell in us. We cannot be holy at a distance from
God. How is it with you? How is it with this church? Is God with
us in all your services? Is He recognised in all our efforts? Does He
reign in all our hearts? Does Jesus abide with us, for this is accord
ing to the law of the house that God should be everywhere recog
nised, that we should in all things conform to His will, in all things
be consecrated to His purposes, and for His sake in all things be
separated from the rest of mankind. This is the law of the house.

11. Now, secondly, I want your help while I say LET US EXAMINE

OURSELVES BY THIS LAW. Let each man question himself as to
whether he has carefully observed the law of the house.

Brethren, the church of God is holy. It is founded by a holy God
upon holy principles and for holy purposes. She has been redeemed
by a holy Saviour, with a holy sacrifice, and dedicated to holy
service. Her great glory is the Holy Spirit, whose influences and
operations are all holy. Her law-book is the holy Bible, her armoury
is the holy covenant, her comfort is holy prayer. Her convocations
are holy assemblies; her citizens are holy men and holy women; she
exists for holy ends, and follows after holy examples. Are you then
as part of her 'holiness to the Lord'? Ask yourself questions,
founded on what I have already said. Do I so live as to be
separated? Is there in my business a difference between me and
those with whom I trade? Are my thoughts different? Does the
current of my desire run in a different direction? Am I at home
with the ungodly, or does their sin vex me? Am lone of them, or
am I as a speckled bird among them? Search, brethren, search and
see whether ye be holy in that sense or no.

Next, let each one ask, 'Am I consecrated? Am I living to God
with my body, with my soul, with my spirit? Am I using my sub.
stance, my talents, my time, my voice, my thoughts for God's glory?
What am I living for? Am I making a pretence to live to God, and
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am I after all really living to self? Am I like Ananias and Sapphira.
pretending to give all, and yet keeping back a part of the price?'
The preacher would search his own heart, and he begs you all to
search yours.

Next ask the question: 'Am I living in conformity to the mind of
the holy God?' Am I living as Christ would have lived in my place?
Do I as a master, as a servant, as a husband, as a wife, or as a child,
act as God Himself would have me act so that He could say to me,
'Well done, thou good and faithful servant'. He is a jealous God:
am I obeying Him with care? If I am not walking in obedience to
God I am behaving disorderly, I am breaking the law of the house,
and that house the house of the living God. Ought we not to take
heed lest we insult the King in His own palace, and perish from the
way when His wrath is kindled but a little.

Then, again, do I live in communion with God? I cannot be holy
and yet have a wall of division between me and God. Is there a
great gulf of separation between me and the Lord? then I am a
stranger to holiness. I must have fellowship with Him, or else I am
living in a manner which is sinful, dangerous, grievous, injurious.
Brother, sister, let me put this pressing question-Do you walk with
God? Do you abide in fellowship with Jesus? I know there are
some who would rather not give an answer to that question. I have
met with believers who have said, 'If you asked me whether I was
drunken or dishonest, I should say "No" at once. If you asked me
whether I have been upright and moral, I could say "Yes", most
certainly. But when you say "Are you walking in communion with
the Lord? are you enjoying habitual fellowship with <God?" I am
not prepared to give you an answer, for I am weak upon this point'.
Are there not some professors among you who do not see the face
of God by the month together, and seldom enjoy the presence of
God at all? Their nearness to God is a thing of rare occasions, and
not of everyday consciousness. At a meeting, when religious excite
ment stirs them, they are a little warmed up, but their general
temperature suits the North Pole rather than the Equator.

But this will not do. We want you to dwell near to God always:
to wake up in the morning with His light saluting the eyes of your
soul; and to be with Him while you are engaged in domestic con
cerns or out in the busy world. We want you often to have a secret
word with the Well-beloved during the day, and to go to bed at night
feeling how sweet it is to fall asleep upon the Saviour's bosom.
Brother, how sweet to say, 'When I awake I am still with Thee'.
Jealous hearts count it a sorrow when even their dreams disorder
their minds, and prevent their thinking of the Lord in their first
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conscious moment. I would to God we were so encompassed with
divine love, so completely sanctified, so thoroughly holy, that we
never lost for an instant a sense of the immediate presence of the
Most High. I leave that work of self-examination with yourselves
in the quiet hours of this afternoon. Do not neglect it, for as servants
of the Lord it is incumbent upon you to remember that holiness
becometh His house, and it will be ill for us to be walking contrary
to His mind. 'Measure the pattern', and measure yourselves by the
law of the house.

Ill. Now, thirdly, WHAT ARE THE BEARINGS OF THIS LAW OF THE
HOUSE? Those bearings of the law to which I now refer are these:
If the church of God shall be most holy, it will have as the result of
it the greatest possible degree of the smile and favour of God. A
holy church has God in the midst of her. The consequence of God's
presence is a holy liveliness in all her members, for where God
comes near to man lethargy and death soon flyaway. Where the
sacred presence abides sickness of the soul disappears. Jehovah
heals His people among whom He dwells, and the inhabitant shall
no more say, 'I am sick'. This again causes joy, and the bones
which were broken rejoice.

Where there is holiness God comes, and there is sure to be love,
for love is of the very essence of holiness. The fruit of the Spirit is
love both to God and man. That love begets union of heart,
brotherly kindness, sympathy, and affection, and these bring peace
and happiness. Among the truly holy there are no divisions, no
heresies, no separation into parties, but all are one in Christ. Whence
come wars and fightings? Not from holiness, but from unconquered
lusts. When we shall be perfect as our heavenly Father is perfect
we shall love as He loves.

This, of course, leads to success in all the church's efforts, and a
consequent increase. Her prayers are intense, and they bring down
a blessing, for they are holy and acceptable unto God by Jesus
Christ: her labours are abundant, and they secure an abundant
harvest, for God will not forget her labour of love. The holy church
with God in the midst of her is the place of brotherly unity, and
consequently it is wet with the dew of Hermon, and there God
commandeth the blessing, even life for evermore. Saints in such a
state keep high holiday all the year round, having foretastes of
heaven. Their trials are sanctified, and their mercies are multiplied;
thus faith groweth exceedingly, and hope is confirmed. To their
assemblies angels come trooping down, and up from them, by the
way of the ladder which Jacob saw, they ascend to God. 0 happy
people! Thrice happy in their Holy God!
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A holy church, my brethren, may we see it! A church most holy
in all her solemn services shall be 'fair as the sun, clear as the moon,
and terrible as an army with banners'. The nations among whom
she dwells shall hear the fame thereof; they shall come from afar.
and ask to see her Prince, and they shall be astonished at His glory.
The sons of the aliens shall come bending to her feet. Her converts
shall be like flocks of doves, she shall herself wonder whence they
came. There shall be no languor, no defeat, no disappointment, no
doubt of eternal verities and no suspicions of infinite love. In the
power of the Holy Spirit she shall be bravely confident, gloriously
self-sacrificing, and so shaH she go from victory to victory. Mount
but this white horse of holiness, 0 ye armies of the Lord, and Christ
shall lead the van, and all of you clothed in fine white linen shall
follow Him, and go forth conquering and to conquer.

On the other hand, imagine a church without holiness. What will
come of it? Without holiness no man shall see the Lord; and if the
church cannot even see her Lord, what is her condition? Go to
Zion, and see what happens to God's house when once defiled. Mark
how the holy and beautiful house was desolate and burnt with fire.
Remember how God loathed Zion and bade her enemies cast her
down stone from stone, and sow with salt the very site on which she
stood. Was there ever destruction like to that which fell upon
Jerusalem? Let us receive among our brotherhood unholy men and
women, and let us tolerate and indulge them, and we shall soon see
the anger of the Lord wax hot. Let us ourselves give way to laxity
of principle and practice, let us lose our consecration and our com
munion, and what will soon be the effect? Probably first will come
heartburning, envy, and strife; next, divisions, schisms, false doc
trines, rivalries, contentions; or possibly the evil may take the form
of lethargy, inactivity, worldliness, want of love to Christ and souls;
by and by there will be diminished gatherings at the meetings for
prayer, a cessation of all earnest pleading and consecrated living;
then a falling-off of congregations; then a want of power in the
ministry-a defect in the doctrine, perhaps, or else in the earnestness
of the speaker; and all the while no conversions and no visits from
the Lord.

Shall it be, in years to come, that men will pass by the Tabernacle,
and ask, 'What is that huge house?' and the reply will be, it was
built by an earnest, godly company in former years; but they are
dead, and things have changed. What is it now? There is a fine
organ and a polished preacher, but the multitudes have departed.
and the few who still keep together are of the cold, respectable order.
who have no life or zeal. Then will this house be a proverb, a by-
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word and a hissing throughout the whole earth. How often am I
jealous about this with a burning jealousy; my heart breaks when
I hear of some of you that you live unholy lives. There are some, I
fear, among you who so walk as to dishonour the cross of Christ;
I mean not such as we can lay our finger on and say, 'This man is a
drunkard, or unchaste, or dishonest', else, as you well know, you
would not long be spared-no, not a moment longer than was need
ful for the proof of your wrong and of your impenitence in it; but
I mean such as cannot be thus dealt with, because their sins are not
open-the tares that grow up in the wheat, the actions not yet dis
covered-because we cannot cast the lot so as to light upon this man
or that, and say, 'It is he'. I tremble lest there should be among us
some utterly unknown to us, and undiscoverable by the most vigilant
eye, whose sin, nevertheless, like a leprosy, should eat into the
house, and make it unfit for the habitation of God. Oh, that we may
never be so fallen that God Himself shall say, 'Let them alone'. It
was an awful moment when, in the holy place at Jerusalem, there
was heard the moving of wings and a voice which said, 'Let us go
hence'. Then the glory will have departed. Woe, woe, woe! Let
the curtain drop with a shower of tears upon it. God grant it never
may be so!

IV. So now, lastly, dear brethren, LET US TAKE ORDER TO SECURE

OBEDIENCE TO THE LAW OF THE HOUSE. I believe that Jesus is always
working in His own way for the purity of every true church. 'His
fan is in His hand'-see it moving continually-'and He will
throughly purge His floor'. God's melting fire is not in the world,
where the dross contains no gold, but 'His fire is in Zion and His
furnace in Jerusalem'. 'The Lord will judge His people.' The Lord
tries professors and their professions. I believe that there is a judg
ment going on over church members that some are little aware of.
Paul speaks of a church in his day in this manner, he notes their
inconsistencies, and adds, 'For this cause some are sickly among
you, and many sleep'. A special jurisdiction is over the palace of a
king, a special rule pertains to a house which does not apply to
people out of doors. Church members are under peculiar discipline,
as it is written, 'You only have I known of all the nations of the
earth, therefore I will punish you for your iniquities'.

Our Lord Jesus often makes the ministry to be as a great winnow
ing fan. Somebody is offended, and goes. What a mercy! You
could not have compelled him to depart, but he removes of his own
accord, and so the house is cleansed. The breath of the Spirit blows
away much chaff. When our Lord preached His usual doctrine the
chaff kept with the wheat, but when He came to speak of eating His
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flesh and drinking His blood the baser sort were offended, and
'walked no more with Him'. Did He grieve over that separation
between the precious and the vile? I tnink not. He meant it should
be so. A certain truth put in a certain way, with a personally
pointed application, perhaps not intended by the preacher as to that
particular individual, is nevertheless intended by God for that case,
and the cutting word removes the rotten bough.

Thus the purging work proceeds from day to day. We may
expect our Master to come among us every now and then with a
scourge of small cords, and to smite right and left to purify the
temple of God lest it should become a den of thieves. He is a jealous
God, and He will not suffer defilement among His own people.
Have you never seen great Christian communities at a certain phase
of their existence come into troubled waters and break up like
wrecks? There must have been a secret reason; probably the one
assigned at the time was by no means the true one. Want of holiness·
led to want of love, and unloving spirits soon found a pretext for
dispute. Those who should have met this with love, and quenched
it by gentle wisdom, acted in a harsh spirit, being themselves defi
cient in grace, and so flint met steel, and sparks abounded; then
came fire; then came general conflagration. The open mischief was
an effect rather than a cause, and it may be hoped was even part of
the cure. True, many a table of the money-changers was upset, and
many a dove was seen to flyaway in fright, but the scourge did not
fail to make a clearance. How much better would it have been had
there been no need for such a purging! If churches are not holy
they cannot be prosperous, for God afflicts those who break the law
of His house.

Now, cannot we give earnest heed that this law is regarded among
us? 'Yes,' you say, 'take care that you who are pastors, elders, and
deacons are watchful and faithful. Guard well the door of the
church, and see to it that you do not admit the ungodly: be vigilant
also in discipline, so that when any are manifestly unholy they are
put away.' Brethren, this is our desire and labour; but after all,
what can we do? With all our diligence what can a small band of
officers accomplish in a great church which is numbered by
thousands? Brothers and sisters, this must be taken up by you all.
Let every man bear his own burden. I would have every man sweep
in the front of his own door. I pray that each person who belongs
to this church may be jealous for its purity, and watch both over
himself and his brethren, lest any form of sin should be a root of
bitterness to trouble us, and thereby many should be defiled.

Let us set to this work at once. Here is the first exercise for us:
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let us repent of past failures in holiness. We shall never overcome
sin till we are conscious of it and ashamed of it. Hence the Lord
said to the prophet, 'Thou son of man, show the house to the house
of Israel, that they may be ashamed of their iniquities; and let them
measure the pattern. And if they be ashamed of all that they have
done, show them the form of the house, and the fashion thereof'.
The first step towards purity is penitence. Let us bow our heads and
lament before the Lord the sins of our holy things, our personal
trespasses, our transgressions against love, our offences against the
law of the house. He that is least ashamed will probably be the
person who has most cause to blush, and he who will be most
humbled will be the man who has least transgressed. In any case we
have sinned as a church, and come short of the glory of God, and an
honest confession is due from us.

Having owned our error, let us next make the law of God's house
our earnest study that we may avoid offences in the future. You will
hardly keep the law if you do not know it. Search the sacred word
day and night, Let the inspired page be your standard. Never mind
what your minister tells you, observe what the Spirit of God tells
you. Get to your Bibles, search them, and there see how you ought
to behave in the house of God. Be much upon your knees asking
the Lord to teach you His mind and will, and specially beseech Him
to write His law upon your hearts, for you will never keep it in your
life till it is written there.

When you have studied the law of the house, then next be
intensely real in your endeavour to observe it. How much of the
religion of the present day is a sham. Men talk of being holy, do
they know what they mean? We speak of consecration, and yet live
as if we were mere worldlings hunting for wealth, or fame, or
pleasure. Some sing of giving all to God, and yet their contributions
are miserably small. Some say they are living wholly for God, but
if they had lived wholly for themselves it would not have made any
particular difference in what they have done. Oh, let us be real.
Do not let us preach what we do not believe, nor profess to be
believers in a creed which is not true to our own souls. Get a grip
of eternal things; hold them, feel their solemn weight, and live under
their influence. That which is unreal is unholy. The bloated
Pharisee is unholy; the empty formalist is unholy; but the sincere
penitent, the truly honest seeker after holiness is already holy in
some degree. Thine eyes, 0 Lord, are upon truth.

Then let us cry for a sincere and growing faith in God concerning
this matter of holiness. Let m; believe in Jesus, that by His Holy
Spirit He can make us holy. Do not let us believe that any sin is
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inevitable, rather let us feel bound to overcome it. Let us not trust
in our own strugglings and strivings, but let us as much trust Christ
to work in us sanctification as to work for us justification. Let faith
deal with the water as well as with the blood, for they both flowed
from the same fountain in the Saviour's riven side.

And then, lastly, let us pray to be set on fire with an intense zeal
for God. I do not believe that there is such a thing as cold holiness
in the world. As soon as a bullock was dedicated to God, and
brought to the altar, it had to be burned with fire, and so must every
consecrated life. You and I are never the Lord's while we are cold
hearted. We must be on fire if we are to be sacrifices acceptable to
God by Jesus Christ. Get rid of zeal from the church, and you have
removed one of the most purifying elements, for God intends to
purge Jerusalem by the spirit of judgment and by the spirit of
burning. Oh, to be baptised into the Holy Ghost and into fire!
Refining fire, go through and through our souls till all that defileth
shall be utterly consumed, and we shall be as ingots of pure gold,
wholly the Lord's.

Thus have we rehearsed in your ears the law of the house. May
the Holy Spirit enable you to keep it unto the end.

Shinewith Christ's light. The moon rises and shines, but not with
her own light-she gathers all from the sun; so do you. Shine in
such a way that Christ shall have all the glory. They shine brightest
lV/1O feel most their own darkness and are most clothed in Christ's
brightness. Oh, wherever you go make it manifest that your light
and peace all come from Him; that it is by looking into Jesus that
you shine; that your holiness all comes from union with Him. 'Let
your light so shine before men.'-R. MURRAY McCHEYNE.

As the sufjerings of Christ abound in us, so the consolations of
Christ abound. Here is a blessed proportion. God always keeps a
pair of scales-in this side He puts His people's trials and in that
He puts their consolations. When the scale of trial is nearly empty,
you will always find the scale of consolation in nearly the same
condition; and when the scale of trials is full, you will find the scale
of consolation just as heavy; for as the sufjerings of Christ abound
in us, even so shall consolation abound by Christ. This is a matter
of pure experience.-c. H. SPURGEON.
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The Bible Way to
Heaven

J. C. RYLE
Some people seem to think there are many ways to heaven; they

appear to fancy it matters little what a man believes so long as he is
in earnest. They tell us we have no need to be so particular about
doctrines; we are to be satisfied if people go to some place of
worship; we have no right to doubt then that all must be right. All
this would be very good if we had no clear account of the way of
salvation in the Bible. But we have such an account-plain, un
mistakable, and easy to be understood. Let me tell you what it is.

All through the Bible, from Genesis to Revelation, there is only one
simple account of the way in which men must be saved. It is always
the same: only for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ, through faith;
not for our own works and deservings. You see it dimly at first; it
looms through the mist of a few promises, but there it is.

You have it more plainly afterwards. It is taught by the pictures
and emblems of the law of Moses, the schoolmaster dispensation.
Every Old Testament sacrifice was a confession that a Saviour was
expected who should die for sinners. You have it still more clearly
by and by. The prophets saw in vision many particulars about the
Redeemer yet to come.

You have it fully at last, in the sunshine of New Testament
history: Christ incarnate, Christ crucified, Christ rising again,
Christ preached to the world. The Gospels are Christ living, speak
ing, and moving among us. The Acts are Christ preached, pub
lished, and proclaimed. The Epistles are Christ written of, explained,
and exalted. All through, from first to last, there is but one name
above every other, and that is Christ.

But one golden chain runs through the whole Bible: No salvation
except by Jesus Christ. The bruising of the serpent's head, foretold
in the day of the fall-the clothing of our first parents with skins
the sacrifices of Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob-the passover and all
the particulars of the law-the high priest, the altar, the daily offer
ing of the lamb-the holy of holies, entered only by blood-the
scapegoat, the city of refuge-all are so many witnesses to the truth
set forth in the text; all preach with one voice, Salvation only by
Jesus Christ.
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In fact, this truth appears to me the grand subject of the Bible,
and all the different portions of the Book are meant to throw light
on it. I can gather from it no ideas of pardon and peace with God,
excepting in connection with this truth. If I could read in it of one
soul who was saved without faith in a Saviour, I might perhaps not
speak so confidently. But when I see that faith in Christ, whether
a coming Christ or a crucified Christ, was the prominent feature of
all who went to heaven; when I see Abel owning Christ in his better
sacrifice at one end of the Bible and the saints in glory rejoicing in
Christ at the other end of the Bible; when I see a man like Cornelius
-who was devout and feared God, gave alms and prayed-not told
that he had done all and would of course be saved, but told to send
for Peter and hear of Christ; when I see all these things, I say I feel
bound to believe that the doctrine of the Bible is this: No salvation,
no way to Heaven, excepting by Jesus Christ.

Reader, I do not know what use you make of your Bible, whether
you read it all, or only such parts as you like. But this I tell you
plainly, if you read and believe the whole Bible, you will find it hard
to escape the doctrine that there is no other name given under heaven
whereby we must be saved, but only the Name of Jesus. I do not see
how you can consistently reject what I have been endeavouring to
prove: Christ is the Way, and the only Way; Christ is the Truth,
and the only Truth; Christ is the life, and the only Life.

I conclude this by quoting words once preached before the House
of Commons, which I commend to your serious attention:

'Christ is the way, men without Him are Cains-wanderers, vaga
bonds. He is the truth, men without Him are liars, like the devil of
old. He is the life, men without Him are in darkness, and go they
know not whither. He is the vine, men that are not in Him are
withered branches prepared for the fire. He is the Rock: men not
built on Him are carried away with the flood. He is Alpha and
Omega, the first and the last, the author and ender, the founder and
the finisher of our salvation; He that hath not Him hath not begin
ning of good, nor shall have end but of misery. Oh, blessed Jesus,
how much better were it not to be, than to be without Thee; never
to be born than not to die in Thee. A thousand hells come short of
this-eternany to want Jesus Christ.'

When 1 look at my guiltiness 1 see that my salvation is one of my
Saviour's greatest miracles, either in heaven or earth.-SAMUEL
RUTHERFORD.
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Are Parents to Blame?
J. B. ROWELL

How Christian parents sin against their own children, antagonise
their minds against Christians, and turn them adrift from an evan
gelical ministry, might well be a matter for serious consideration. In
seeking to diagnose the spiritual ills in the Church, the Body of
Christ, we believe that failure in our Christian homes is one of the
chief causes of spiritual decay. However, the only justification for
uncovering a malady is in order to emphasise the remedy.

DINNER-TABLE GOSSIP

Children have been spoken of as 'a fragile beginning of a mighty
end'. Parents have a great responsibility toward shaping the aim,
the purpose, the end which God has in mind for the child. It is to
be feared, however, that, too frequently, parents are utterly thought
less as to the effect of their own words and conduct on their children.
Parents who would lay down their lives for their children are often
responsible for their spiritual downfall.

Young people go home from a service, impressed by the message
they have heard, only to hear the parents find fault with the
preacher, or to hear them discuss the latest titbit of gossip about
someone. As Satan's fiery dart of criticism enters the child's mind,
all serious impression passes from him; or, at least, there is the
possibility of such a good impression being stifled. With the real or
imaginary shortcomings or mistakes of preacher or Sunday School
teacher implanted in the mind, the child henceforth sees and thinks
of his spiritual leaders in the light of that which he hears at home; or
possibly at some other home. The ninety-nine good points in the
teacher of spiritual lessons are lost sight of, while the one point
under criticism is exaggerated. Consequently, the teacher wonders
why he has lost his influence, and why the child is no longer
amenable to his spiritual leadership. The fact is, the seed of ques
tioning, suspicion and distrust has been sown in the young mind by
some faultfinder. Parents, and others, who are guilty of this, would
do well to undo the mischief with all speed.

How can a depreciated Christian worker make headway with the
young people, especially when the attitude of parents is a constant
belittling of such workers? When once young people are encouraged
along the line of criticism, they soon become adepts in the same sin,
and think it smart to detect a flaw, forgetful of this, that it does not
require superior wisdom to find fault. Thus, instead of listening for

f
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the voice of God, there are those who think of some cheap, foolish,
and faulty criticism.

There is a remedy. Wise and gracious parents will quickly turn
the attention from an unwise criticism to some gem of truth, or to
the Lord Jesus Christ exalted in the message; for, surely in every
evangelical sermon there is something to commend.

Some years ago, a minister of the Gospel, together with friends,
attended a certain service. On the way home, the friends criticised
the preacher's delivery, his enunciation, his grammar, and other
points, to such an extent that the minister, who had himself received
much blessing spoke up, and said, 'One thing I know, I received a
great blessing through that man's ministry, and I don't want to lose
it'. Needless to say, there was no more criticism. Every Christian
can be an instrument in the hand of the Lord to help maintain the
Word of God, and a searching message, in the minds and hearts of
the hearers. Too frequently, spiritual blessing is lost as someone
engages in conversation on non-essentials, instead of making an
observation on the message which is calculated to keep it glowing in
the hearts of others.

YOUNG PEOPLE AS CHURCH TRAMPS

Another danger that parents should be warned against is that of
taking their boys and girls from church to church when they have
their own evangelical church home. Some seem to search the church
page advertisements for the service that offers the best entertain
ment, or the most sensational subject, or the best array of singers,
with little thought as to abiding spiritual benefit. In course of time,
the young people have no real church home; they go anywhere and
everywhere, but make no contribution anywhere; and finish up by
going nowhere.

Parents would be well advised to find the church where God's
Word is faithfully preached, where Christ is exalted, and separation
unto God practised, and then make it their church home, cultivating
loyalty and faithful attendance. It would be well to bring back into
our church life the old-fashioned family pew; and to instill into the
young people reverence for God and for the place of worship, regard
for their own home church, and loyalty in attendance. If this were
encouraged, the best interests of all spiritual churches would be
conserved; and instead of our young people belonging to the tribe of
the wandering foot, they would realise they have a church home,
and stay there.

DANGER OF A DOUBLE STANDARD

In reading a discourse by the Rev. William Monad, brother of
Dr. Adolphe Monad, dealing with defects in the morality of the
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family circle, the writer came across this telling utterance: 'It
excludes, or, at least, is called upon to exclude the grosser vices, the
scandalous habits, such as drunkenness, adultery, violence; but it
permits the father of the family to be deficient in piety, charity, and
purity; it permits the mother of the family to be quarrelsome,
frivolous, and avaricious; it permits children to be wanting in respect
for their parents, to lie, to dispute. It is, for a large number of
Christians, the morality of education. What they propose in bringing
up their children, is not, above all things else, to save their souls; but
to put them in a condition to earn money, to honour themselves, and
to reflect honour upon their parents ... they expect the minister to
teach and recommend to him the Word of God in the church, or in
the schoolroom; but they themselves recommend and teach it very
little' .

It is likely that more young people have been lost to the cause of
Christ by inconsistencies on the part of parents than anything else.
I suppose church workers know of many actual cases where parents
have one standard for themselves, and another for their children;
one standard before the public, another at home. It has been well
said, 'Consistency! thou art a jewel'. Yet how lacking this jewel is
from the adornment of many a home. Parents have told their
children to tell the truth, while they themselves practise a lie in the
customs office, as they hide contraband goods from sight, and thus
avoid paying duty. Afterwards, they glory in their success, not
seeming to realise that they are training their own children in decep
tion. What is the trifle gained compared with the jewel lost?

What preacher has not had the experience of seeing a Christian
approaching him on the street, only to see the cigarette or pipe
suddenly disappear, as that individual realised he was under observa
tion. The children observe this, too; and they come to know that
their father has one standard of conduct for the home, another for
the church; and sooner or later, they see the sham in such profession,
such mockery. How can boys and girls grow up with strong
Christian convictions, and with a bold, unfaltering witness for Jesus
Christ, when they are nurtured in deceit? Then people wonder why
the preacher does not see more results in his ministry; and why
young people grow cold, and wander away. How I thank God for
a loving, praying, and consistent mother and father!

I read somewhere of a family who lived on the prairie. They were
very poor. The boy in the home was ashamed to take his lunch out
at school. He never had cakes, jam tarts, or extras. On one occa
sion, a man called at the farm and offered a high price for the horse
standing in the barnyard. The boy of the home chuckled with
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delight at thought of what a difference it would make to his daily
lunch, as well as in other ways, if such a large amount of money
came into the home. However, that boy's father was honest. He
knew there was something wrong with the horse, and that it was not
worth the large amount offered. To the boy's amazement, and bitter
disappointment, he heard his father refuse the offer. Later that boy
marvelled at the honesty of his father, who accepted his poverty
rather than 'get rich quick' with a guilty conscience. It was that one
act of his own father which lived over and over again in the boy's
mind and heart, and held him to the path of rectitude. God
honoured that father's testimony in the lifelong honesty and upright
ness of his own son.

One act of a parent, under the blessing of God, may result in the
salvation of the child in the home; even as one act may result in the
wrecking of a child's life. Oh, that parents might consider their
responsibilities, and realise that their child is at school as soon as it
is born into the home; that parents have the first opportunity to mar
or make the life of their child, since the home is the first school
where the most enduring memories and influences are registered in
the child's mind.

FAITIlFUL DIAGNOSIS TIlE BEST SAFEGUARD

It is easier not to say certain things than to say them. If, however,
by calling attention to practices which are harmful to young people,
parents may henceforth be put on their guard, it will be worth while.
We all need long-distance calculation, that is, to estimate what the
results of our present course of action will be ten years from now.
'Do as I say, not as I do' is poor training for any child. Belittling
the means of grace simply by neglecting them, such as never attend·
ing the prayer meeting, is educating the child toward non-attendance.
Then why be amazed if the children grow up indifferent to the call
of the church and the call of Christ?

For some Christian parents, such warnings as these are unneces
sary, since they recognise their responsibility, weigh well their words,
and consider their actions and reactions in the light of the influence
they exert, and the welfare of those they love.

The parents' duty is to direct the lives of their children, and ever
to seek God's guidance in doing this. Let this writer sound another
warning to parents who train their children to be proud and self·
conceited, encouraging thoughts of vanity by telling them they are
cute, pretty smart, and the like-and this before visitors. The writer
has been in homes where a parent will say, while the child is listen·
ing, 'He won't do as I tell him'; 'He won't eat this, or that'; he won't;
he won't; and the little chap smirks, and thinks he is an independent
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little prodigy. God's Word says, 'Train up a child in the way he
should go' (Prov. 22: 6). Mark the words, 'in the way he should go',
not in any way his wayward, inexperienced little heart prompts him
to go.

The writer once visited a home and asked a mother about sending
her boy, about seven years of age, to Sunday school; and, believe it
or not, that mother said, 'Well, I'll ask him about it, and if he wants
to go he can go'.

DO ALL TO THE GLORY OF GOD

I would plead with parents to be earnest and practical in the
eternal interests of their children, especially young parents. Think
of your children as gifts from God, and that you have been entrusted
with them to train them for Him, that their lives may be lived for the
glory of God. Parents are stewards who will have to give an account
to God for every word and deed which has influenced their children
contrary to their spiritual welfare. Your children may go out into
the world to live lives to the glory of God, or to live lives of shame
to your own confusion. Which shall it be?

The problems of children attending Sunday school; the problems
of young people quitting church in their early teens; the problems of
the young people's society; and many more problems will be satis
factorily met, by the blessing of the Lord, when Christian parents
heed their responsibilities, and warm-heartedly co-operate with some
Christ-honouring pastor, or Sunday school teacher; and so 'train up
a child in the way he should go', for God's Word continues to assure
us, 'and when he is old, he will not depart from it'.
Reprinted from the Sunday School Times by permission of the

author.

Love in the New Testament is something definite, tangible, strong,
practical, intense, Love is the outgoing of the entire nature in self
sacrificing service. It is the sympathy of the heart and the devotion
of the life to its object. As such it is the supreme proof of the reality
of our Christian profession.-W. H. GRIFFITH THOMAS.

We can look into the tomb and see it empty; we can look up to
the throne and see it occupied, and go on our way rejoicing.--C. H.
MACKINTOSH.
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The Privilege of Giving
LEITH SAMUEL

Dr. Paul White, the Jungle Doctor, tells of two African lepers who
were desperately eager to help the missionaries. Their hands were

- so eaten away with the leprosy that they were just bandaged stumps.
For some weeks on end they worked in the deep saw-pit, sawing
logs into boards for the extension of the bush hospital. When they
had finished, each man was given his wages. The doctor noticed
them dividing it into piles of silver. They explained that half was
for the Lord.

'But that's too much. God only asks for a tenth.'
But Bwana,' one of them quickly replied, 'we love Him far more

than that.'
Giving like this illustrates the teaching which Paul sets out in

2 Corinthians 8 and 9, where we can without difficulty trace
I. THE PATTERN OF CHRISTIAN GIVING.

The Corinthian Christians' giving, as ours should be was
Joyful, 8: 2;

In spite of the fierce testings and deep poverty of the Macedonian
Christians, they had joyfully contributed to the relief of their needy
fellow-Christians in Jerusalem. This need had arisen because their
previous source of help had been cut off since they had become
Christians. The one group of Christians helped the other, not from
any ulterior motive, but simply from an overflow of joy.
Sacrificial, 8: 3;

Paul praises them for giving not only according to their ability,
but even beyond it. He would not advocate a Christian going into
debt in order to give to the Lord's work, nor depriving his depend
ants of the necessities of life. But do we know what it means to go
without some 'extra' we would very much like, in order that some
other Christian may have what they really need?
Voluntary, 8: 3;

They were not bullied into giving. They did not merely give
because they were emotionally stirred by pictures of starving child
ren. They gave willingly. If we really know and love the Lord, we
too shall be willing to give for His sake.
Systematic and Proportional;

In Paul's first letter to the Corinthian Church, he had advocated
systematic giving. It is not for the Church or its leaders to tell us
what to give. This is a matter between the Lord and ourselves. The
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allusion to 'every man' in 9: 7 emphasises our personal responsi
bility, to decide how much and to whom we shall give. Paul only
goes so far as to say that every Christian, every week, should put
aside 'as the Lord has prospered him' to be used for the work of the
Lord. Some will find missionary boxes helpful. Some will put aside
for the 'Tenth Sunday' missionary offering. Some will give direct to
societies or individual Christian workers. Some will use some of
their tithe for literature they give away personally.
Determined, 8: 4;

On their own initiative the Macedonian Christians begged Paul
to accept the gifts they brought. They counted it a privilege and a
favour to be allowed to share in this service to their fellow-
Christians. Do we look on Christian giving as a burden we must
carry, or a privilege which we may share?
Generous, 9: 7;

God loves a cheerful giver. Generous giving affords proof of our
sincerity as Christians. 'Love must express itself in action, just as
faith must issue in works'-Prof. Tasker.

Many Christians wish they had more to give, and long to do more
to meet the needs of fellow-Christians, especially those in full-time
Christian service. But God does not expect us to give what we don't
possess! However little we possess, we can be generous, for
generosity is in attitude as well as action. He understands our finan
cial position. Five pounds may be an exceedingly generous gift from
one giver, and a very small gift from someone else. Our Lord rated
the widow who cast into the Temple treasury her day's wages as
being more generous than any other giver that day, although many
had cast in far larger amounts.

n. HINDRANCES TO CHRISTIAN GIVING

Unfulfilled Promise, 9: 1-4; ~

Failure to continue what was well begun can mar our Christian
giving. Have we stopped giving what the Lord called us to give,
what we are in a position to give, and what we said we would give?
We are to plan thoughtfully what and how we are to give, and to act t
accordingly.
Meanness, 9: 6;

Christians should never be tight-fisted when it comes to Christian
giving. A farmer who is generous with his seed will reap a better
harvest than one who isn't. So a generous person will reap bounti
fully in his spiritual life.
Reluctance, 9: 7;

To give because we are cornered, or because we feel forced to

362
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give, or merely to get our name on some subscription list is not true
Christian giving.

Ill. OUnVORKINGS OF CHRISTIAN GIVING

The maturing of Christian Character, 8: 7; 9: 8;
Christian giving forms an important part in Christian maturity.

Faith in Christ, knowledge of His Word, earnestness in His service,
all need to be rounded off by generosity. I have yet to meet a
mature Christian who has not begun to exercise Christian Steward
ship.
The Meeting of Mutual Need, 8: 13-15;

Christian giving is not designed to transfer the strain from one
to another, but to share out the strain more evenly. Generous giving
does not remain one-way traffic for long. Those who relieve the
pressure on others, may presently find their abundance drying up
and others coming to their aid. The New Testament does not teach
that all Christians should have exactly the same material resources
as each other. For the needs of all are not alike. Nor has everyone
the same ability for handling money and property wisely. Responsi
bility varies with capacity.
Sharing in Christian Service.

All over the world there are Christians in full-time service for
Christ, whose income would be two or three times greater if they
had stayed at home in their profession or trade. Yet for Christ's
sake they have surrendered this considerably extra amount for the
work of the Gospel. Equally for His sake, it is our responsibility to
see that neither His work nor His servants suffer for lack of our gifts.
See Romans 15: 27 and 1 Corinthians 9: 14.

Spiritual enrichment is the Lord's reward to all who fulfil this
responsibility. Many of us will know Christians who have proved
themselves to be good stewards who can testify that the more they
gave as the Lord prompted, the more He prospered them and gave
them to go on giving. It is a glorious, not a vicious, circle!
The motive for Christian giving, 8: 9 and 9: 8 and 15;

Christ gave Himself, nothing less, for us. We must give our
seLves, nothing less, to Him. And we must give ourselves, before
we give anything else (8: 5). Nothing we can give can ever compare
with God's unspeakable gift to us-the Lord Jesus Christ. He
exchanged His heavenly wealth for human poverty, so that we might
know the riches of His grace. And His grace is the mainspring of
all genuine Christian giving.

He is able to make all grace-every aspect of His undeserved
love-abound toward us, no matter how our circumstances may
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change, so that we, having always all sufficiency in all things, may
abound to every good work.

BOOK REVIEW
ESCAPE FROM REASON. Francis A. Schaefer. r.Y.F. 96 pp.

3/6.
The publisher's blurb describes this as a 'highly original book'. •

I am not always prepared to accept pUblishers' verdicts-after all,
they want to sell their books! But this time it is a claim that can be
justified by an appeal to the book itself. It is a brilliant analysis of
the trends in modern thought which are shaping our generation.

Some may feel that such an analysis is of interest only to intel
lectuals who are concerned with current philosophies. But when we
remember how the concepts of a certain philosopher called Karl
Marx percolated through to the man in the street, we will realise
that the Christian who wants to communicate the gospel to his own
generation will be concerned to understand the influences which are
affecting people all around him.

It is the great merit of Dr. Schaeffer's work that he gives us such
a wide-ranging discussion. It may seem a far cry from the pop music
of the Beatles to the theology of Paul Tillich, from drug-taking to
the 'God is dead' theologians in America. But the author demon
strates very powerfully how the varied aberrations which charac
terise modern life stem from a common source. Having rejected the
authority of the Scripture and the God of the Scripture, men have
found their own reason to be insufficient when divorced from the
wisdom of God. As a result they have turned their back on reason
and made 'a leap' into a fantasy world. The misguided 'theologies'
of today, if one dare accord them such a title, are as much a symp
tom of this modern malaise as are contemporary art, literature and
music.

The answer which Dr. Schaeffer prescribes is a return to the Word
of God. It is only when the whole of life and experience is seen
from the standpoint of divine sovereignty that meaning instead of
aimlessness can characterise human life. This is a most stimulating •
book! H.M.C.
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AMAZING GRACE.

365

H. M. CARSON
A sermon preached in Hamilton Road Baptist
Church, Bangor, on Sunday morning,

15th October, 1967.

'Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from
the Lord Jesus Christ.'-Philippians 1 : 2.

We have already this morning recalled what God did four hundred
and fifty years ago in raising up Martin Luther to stand for the truth
of the gospel, and today we praise God for him and for his faithful
witness. What was it against which Luther was protesting so
vigorously? Well, there were many issues, but the basic one, and
indeed the fundamental error of Rome, was that ultimately she
denied the very truths that she professes to accept, namely that man
is saved only by the grace of God. Now I know that Rome in her
formularies would say that a man is justified only by grace, but in
actual fact, both in her teaching and in her practice, she denies this
great truth because she would say that a man can prepare himself
by good works for the grace which leads to justification. She would
claim that faith is meritorious. She would teach that after a man is
justified he can do works that are truly meritorious before God. She
teaches, for example, that a man can produce works which she calls
'works of supererogation'; works above what God requires; in other
words, a Christian may do more than his bare duty and win favour
from God. This emphasis upon human merit and human endeavour
came in many ways and the great stand that Luther took was
basically an assertion and an affirmation that the gospel is the gospel
of the sovereign grace of God. Luther wrote many books, but the
greatest probably is his book 'The Bondage of the Will', in which he
affirmed with great power that man, fallen man, man in sin, is essen
tially man in a state of bondage and slavery, and until God knocks
the shackles from him and sets him free, he struggles on in that
condition of servitude. It is by the grace of God that a man is
emancipated. It is by the grace of God that a man is awakened to
eternal realities. It is by the grace of God that a man is brought to
know the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

So as we continue this morning with our studies in Philippians
we are joining in this same great affirmation because we are looking
at this word that Paul uses here in his greeting to the Philippians:
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'Grace be unto you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus
Christ'. This is not a greeting that comes only in this letter to the
Philippians. It is Paul's standard greeting and he uses it again and
again in his epistles. He is concerned that they might know the grace
of God as an ever-present reality in the life of their church. If you
were to pick up a concordance and look up the word 'grace' you
would possibly be surprised how very many times it is used in
Scripture. Paul is constantly speaking about it. He would magnify
the grace of God; for him it is the great theme. It is certainly not
some cold doctrine and it is not simply one aspect of Christian truth
to which he pays lip service. For the apostle Paul, this is a doctrine
which has gripped his heart and transformed his life. When he
preaches his gospel he is overwhelmed with the wonder of the grace
of God which is revealed in this gospel. When he thinks of his· own
spiritual experience he cries with thanksgiving, 'By the grace of God
I am what I am'. When he writes to the Ephesians and talks to them
about their salvation, he says, 'By grace you have been saved,
through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not of
works lest any man should boast'. And so as he writes to the
Philippians his concern is that they might know the meaning of the
grace of God and that increasingly they might experience this grace
in their lives.

Well now, what does the Bible mean when it speaks about the
grace of God? If someone does a job of work for you, you pay that
person and there is nothing meritorious about your payment. You
have a responsibility to pay him; he has done the work and he has
a right to expect a reward, and your payment is simply an acknow
ledgement of that fact. But if someone receives a gift from you, it is
very different. He does not merit the gift and it is entirely of your
grace and favour that you give him the gift. Now if this person has
tried very hard to cause you an injury in the past, if he has spurned
every advance you have made, if he has been thoroughly unfriendly
to you and in fact has gone behind your back and tried to blacken
your character, and then he is in need and he comes to you-well,
you would have a perfect right to dismiss him out of hand. If you
give him something, it is entirely grace and favour; he has no right
to expect anything from you. If you contribute to his need, it is
entirely a gracious act. Well, grace in Scripture is this kind of giving.
We do not come as those to whom God is in debt in any way. We
come rather as guilty sinners, as rebels against the King of kings, as
those who so often have turned our back and gone our own way.
When God deals with us it is entirely of grace, the free unmerited
favour of God.
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This grace is seen in God Himself. Grace is really God acting
consistently with His own character. God is love, and grace is
simply the overflowing of divine love to those who are utterly
without merit. We read this morning from Exodus 34, how God
revealed Himself to Moses as the God who is gracious and merciful,
longsuffering and of great kindness. The grace of God-what a
phrase it is! It speaks of the God who is in His very nature and
His very character, loving and merciful and gracious. Paul here
speaks of God in the richness of His nature. He speaks not of a
solitary Deity, but he speaks of God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ. Within the Godhead prior to creation, in eternity, there was
a communion of love within that fellowship. The Father loved the
Son, the Son loved the Father, and it is from this love within the
Godhead that grace flows to men and women. The Father is the
One who has created us and cares for us and plans for us. This is
the Father who uses all His wisdom and all His mighty power to
bless His children. Paul says, 'Grace from God our Father and
from the Lord Jesus Christ'-the One whom John described as
'full of grace and truth'. He is the very source and fountain of grace,
for it is in Christ that you see how gracious God is. It is in Christ
that the Judge smiles towards the penitent. It is in Christ that God
stoops from His throne to condescend mercifully to men in their sin
and in their need.

The grace of God-yes, it is God acting consistently with His own
gracious, merciful and loving character. And this grace which is
rooted in the character of God is declared in the gospel. Indeed,
that is how the gospel is itself declared to be, it is the 'gospel of the
grace of God'. How is it that the gospel magnifies the grace of
God? Well, it does it by showing the depths of our sin. That is
why the gospel did not begin with some easy, pleasant little message;
and that is why so much so-called gospel preaching today is very far
wide of the New Testament. The gospel is rugged, straight and direct.
It speaks about sin, righteousness, judgment and condemnation. It
speaks with solemn warning; it tells a man that he must prepare to
meet his God. The gospel humbles us in order that it might magnify
the grace of God. The gospel will never allow us to walk into the
Kingdom with our head held high. The gospel is not interested in
those who come with their spirit of independence unbroken. The
gospel does what it did with Saul of Tarsus when it laid him in the
dust on the Damascus road and brought him miserably into Damas
cus to wait for the light of God's truth to break upon his soul. The
gospel is the great humbling agency which God uses to bring us to
an end of ourselves, that in our self-despair we might cling to Christ
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and to Christ alone. And while the gospel humbles us and breaks
our pride and brings us to an end of ourselves, at the very same time
the gospel is magnifying the mercy which is available in Christ. It
is constantly speaking about all that God has done. It takes us right
back into eternity and it shows us the Father and the Son planning
our salvation. It takes us back to Calvary and it shows us Christ
setting His face to go to Jerusalem. It takes us to the empty tomb
and it shows us what God has done in raising His Son from the dead.
It takes us to Pentecost and shows us God pouring out His Spirit
freely upon His people. It shows us the way in which we ourselves
have been brought to the Lord: 'by grace you have been saved
through faith'. The gospel, the gospel of the grace of God, magnifies
and exalts God as the One who acts graciously to men.

But Paul is writing to a gathered church, gathered in from the
world, the company of believers in Philippi. He says, '1 want you
to know and to experience increasingly the grace of God'. After all,
they have already proved that grace. They were a church because
of the grace of God. He says, 'I want you to know it more and more,
so that God, who has already worked in you, may continue to work
in you'. The grace of God is essentially God Himself working
graciously. 1 think it is important to underline that because there is
so much misunderstanding. People tend to think of grace as a thing,
as something that God hands to you. Grace must be understood in
personal terms. Grace is God Himself coming and acting graciously.

This really is the basic error of that figment of the imagination
which men call apostolic succession, which is the Roman view of
episcopacy and indeed has strayed beyond the bounds of Rome into
Anglicanism. What is the conception? It is the idea that each
bishop, right down the years, has by the laying on of hands con
ferred authority upon those who followed him, so that you get a line
of blessing, as it were, right from the days of the apostles to the
present. But apart from the absurdity of a line that you cannot trace
clearly right through history to the early days, this theory is
erroneous because it is implying that the grace of God is something
that is passed on, almost like an electric charge. But this is com
pletely remote from the Scripture. The grace of God is not some
thing under the control of man that he transmits to somebody else.
The grace of God is God Himself acting graciously and mercifully.
The same error appears in the further absurdity that is being
perpetrated on many hands these days-the blessing of things.
1 gather that they have a crib in Bangor which is blessed each
Christmas; there are cribs blessed all over the country, and one is
inclined to ask, What happens to them after they have been blessed,
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what change takes place in them? It is this same fallacious idea that
grace is something which men can manipulate and men can pass on.
Grace is essentially a personal dealing in which God meets with men
and women.

Now this grace is seen at every stage of spiritual experience. It is
seen, of course, in a man's conversion. A man may not have reached
the stage as a Christian where he can formulate this very clearly in
terms of Christian doctrine. He might find it hard to be quite
explicit and to explain how grace has been mediated to him, but I
find that instinctively he speaks the right language when he talks
about his own experience. If you ask him, 'How did you become
a Christian?' he does not proceed to say, 'Well, I was rather differ
ent from the other members of the family; I was rather drawn
towards spiritual things, and they were attracted towards the world'.
If I hear a man talking like that I begin to wonder if he has really
understood the gospel at all. A Christian instinctively says, 'Well,
the amazing thing is that I am what I am, because looking back
I know the direction in which naturally I would have gone. I am a
Christian because God just reached me and saved me'. And in
saying that, he is standing firmly in the great tradition of the
Reformation; he is saying, 'I have been saved by the sovereign grace
of God Almighty'.

I find also that Christians instinctively underline this doctrine
when they pray. Indeed, it thrilled me to hear someone praying like
that in the prayer meeting this morning, praying that people would
be given 'decidi1'.g grace'. What does that phrase mean that often
is used in prayer meetings? Surely it is an acknowledgement that
people do not decide, they do not turn from their sins, they do not
turn to Christ just because of something in them. They need grace
to turn. The Lord Jesus Christ put that quite clearly Himself; He
said, 'No man can come to me except the Father draw him'. 'No
man knoweth the Son but the Father, no man knoweth the Father
but the Son and he to whom the Son is willing to reveal Him.'
When a man turns to Christ, when there is a real conversion, we
stand back and we magnify the grace of God. And certainly when
we look back at our own conversion, do we not say the same thing
as Paul says, 'By the grace of God I am what I am'? You have
probably heard me quoting John Newton in the prayer meeting,
because his hymn expresses it so wonderfully. Newton looked back
to days when he had lived for self, plunged in the world he lived in
foulness, until God reached him and saved him. So he wrote that
marvellous hymn-
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'Amazing grace! how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me;

I once was lost, but now am found;
Was blind, but now I see.'

It is the same great truth that Charles Wesley had when he wrote
his great hymn-

'And can it be that I should gain
An interest in the Saviour's blood?

'Long my imprisoned spirit lay
Fast bound in sin and nature's night;

Thine eye diffused a quickening ray,
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light;

My chains fell off, my heart was free;
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee.'

Charles Wesley might not have endorsed the doctrine of the grace
of God as I might express it, but when he wrote that hymn he was
standing firmly in the tradition of Martin Luther. By grace, and by
grace alone, does a man set his foot upon that path that leads to
everlasting life.

And if it is true at the beginning of the Christian life, it is true at
every point. Indeed, to me, the wonder of the grace of God is that
it is so linked with God's patience and forbearance. I am sure many
a Christian would stand with me at this point. We look back and
we marvel that ever God saved us, but we look back sometimes and
marvel that God has tolerated us right the way through our
Christian lives. There have been times without number when we
have drifted away, times when our hearts have been dull and cold,
times when we have set our hearts upon other things, and yet God
has been gracious and merciful, longsuffering and of great goodness.
Jacob-what an up and down experience was his. Jacob, the
deceiver, the failure, but he became Israel, 'the prince with God'
why? Because of the grace of God which kept him through the
years. David-the man who could reach great heights and the man
who could plumb abysmal depths of sin and shame! But God had
His hand graciously upon David and the forbearance and the
patience of God reached David in his failure and brought him back
into the place of blessing. Peter, that most lovable character in the
New Testament; the man with the loud profession and the awful
failure; the man who could say, 'Though all will fail, yet will not r,
and yet when the testing time came he had not the courage to stand
before the girl who was probing as to whether he belonged to Jesus.
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Peter, who could stand in the day of Pentecost unafraid before the
multitudes, and yet in a situation in Antioch when the truth of the
gospel was involved he could compromise and trim his sails to the
wind. But God, the God of grace, had His hand upon Peter. He
was forbearing and He was patient. And this is the God who deals
with us. He deals with us mercifully. That is why there is con
stantly a word for the backslider. Indeed, it may be a word for some
backslider in this congregation this morning, and backsliding does
not simply involve going far away. Backsliding is an experience of
heart in which we are beginning to set our hearts on other things.
The Lord is merciful, He calls us back, and like the father with the
prodigal son, He does not wait with a stern word for our return but
He runs to meet us and embraces us and welcomes us back with
joyfulness.

The grace of God is proved not only at the beginning of our
Christian life but in its continuance, and I would say also in its
consummation, when it reaches its glad climax in glory. God's grace
is not some intermittent thing. God's grace is not like the friendship
of man which comes and goes. God's grace, as they put it in the
great statements of doctrine, is indefectible; it does not fail; it does
not give way. When God lays His hand upon a man, what has
Christ to say? 'I give unto them eternal life and they shall never
perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.' Paul
echoes his Master: 'Being confident of this very thing that He
which hath begun a good work in you will perform it unto the day
of Jesus Christ'. The grace of God lays hold upon a man, and when
he comes to the valley of the shadow of death, when the pressures
of bodily weakness become more intense, the grace of God is
all-sufficient for him at that point. When he has to go through the
river of death, like Christian in 'Pilgrim's Progress', there may be
a time of doubt and of darkness, but the grace of God is there to
sustain the saint and to take him to glory. This is how Paul puts it,
writing to the Ephesians-'God's aim,' he says, 'is that in the ages
to come, He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His
kindness towards us through Christ Jesus.' Peter says, 'Hope to the
end for the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of
Jesus Christ.' The God who has saved us by His grace and kept us
by His grace, is the God who will graciously lead us until that day
when we see Him face to face, and there in heaven we will sing the
'Hallelujah Chorus' of the redeemed, and our theme to all eternity
will be the grace of God.

When we dwell on this truth of God's grace it should have certain
practical consequences in our lives as Christians. First of all, this is
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the great humbling truth of the gospel; this is the truth that reminds
us constantly that we are absolutely nothing and God is everything.
If there is one truth which we constantly need it is surely this.
because of the great curse of human nature which began in the
Garden of Eden-man's pride; pride which wants to exalt itself
rather than God. But grace, and the preaching of the grace of God,
is intended to break human pride and to dethrone self in order that
Christ might be enthroned and God Himself might be glorified.
Pride-what an accursed thing it is. Believe me, it is the greatest
snare in the pulpit; the desire to excel, the desire to be well thought
of, what a blight it is, and how a man who preaches the Word has
to struggle with this accursed attack of the evil one. But it is as big
a curse in the pew. The pride which makes a man want to be in a
position of prominence, or the pride which is annoyed because he
is not accorded his place. The pride which makes a man feel sorry
for himself because he is slighted by someone else. They faced this
problem in the New Testament. The Lord met it in James and
John, who were asking, 'Let us have a prominent place in your
Kingdom'. There was Diotrephes, of whom John spake later, 'who
loveth to have the pre-eminence'. Let us see pride for what it is, a
foul, a cursed thing. It is the grace of God which teaches us that we
have no rights of our own, no position, no status, no dignity; we are
absolutely nothing; miserable creatures of the dust; sinners con
demned to hell but for the amazing grace of God. When you realise
this it does not leave very much room for pride.

But this grace, this message of God's grace, not only humbles us
but it heartens us, it encourages us, it strengthens us. There are
times that come to all of us when we find the going hard. It is a
narrow way that leads to life, and sometimes it seems particularly
narrow. It is an uphill path, and sometimes it is killingly uphill.
There are times when we feel the struggle almost overwhelming, and
then comes the quiet reminder that we have a place to which we
may go. There is a throne and upon that throne sits the King of the
universe, the Lord God Almighty. But, says Hebrews 4, it is a
throne of grace, 'Let us come therefore with boldness unto the
throne of grace that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help
in time of need'. Is there a discouraged Christian here this morning?
Is there someone who is depressed, someone who is feeling that the
going is too difficult? I say, here is the throne of grace, here is our
mighty God and He acts graciously to His people. Here is One
who will bring you into His presence; here is One who will stretch
out His crucified hand and take you by the hand and bring you
there. You need not come in any tentative fashion, unsure and
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hesitant-No, says Hebrews, let us come with boldness; let us come
with confidence; let us come with absolute assurance. We come to
the King of kings. We come as sinners, yes-but through Christ we
come to a throne and we find it the throne of grace.

The grace of God wins our hearts. It lays seige to us; it melts us;
and it brings the beginnings of a deep love for Christ. Love for
Christ does not emerge where a Christian is very sure of himself, but
love for Christ emerges where a man has been humbled to acknow
ledge that by grace he is what he is. The more we recollect and
bring home to our hearts that we are saved by grace, so the more we
begin to realise the wonder of this mercy, this love of God in Christ
Jesus. And our love for Him is not something that we produce; it is
not something that we try to stir up or that we force from our own
inner resources. Our love for Christ is our response to His love for
us. 'You know the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, though He was
rich yet for our sakes He became poor'; and when I survey the
poverty of Christ-

'When I survey the wondrous Cross
On which the Prince of Glory died;

My richest gain I count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride.'

May God enable us to magnify the grace of God! A religion of
works leads inevitably to Rome, it leads to bondage, it leads to lack
of assurance. A religion of grace, the gospel of the grace of God,
leads to a realisation of free and full forgiveness, it leads to assur
ance, it leads to joy unspeakable and full of glory, and it leads right
into the gates of heaven itself and into the presence of the King.
And in the presence of this King, this gracious King, in company
with all the blood-washed company drawn from every nation and
every tribe, we shall to all eternity magnify the grace, the sovereign
grace, of God Almighty.

How horrible that one should think one has done something for
the kingdom of God by introducing liturgical vestments. As I have
said once before, it often looks as if the Word of God has emigrated
kom the text into the textz'les.-HELMuT THlELICKE.
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Doctrinal Definitions

1

THE TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST,
n.

P. TUCKER
The transfiguration was an outshining of our Lord's Deity and

also a manifestation of His perfect humanity. Many Bible students
are of the opinion that when our Lord was transfigured, He became
transparent, His clothes were luminous and His body became
ethereal, so that the disciples could, if I may say it reverently, look
through the Lord Jesus Christ. He was metamorphosed. He was
changed. Dr. Campbell Morgan suggests that the Transfiguration
marks God's ideal for man. When God said originally, 'Let us make
man in Our own image after Our own likeness', it was with this
kind of ideal in view. The Lord Jesus had grown into full orbed
manhood and proved Himself to be not only innocent but positively
righteous in fulfilling the Will of God. And here on the Mount He
was transfigured. Here was man as God intended Him to be. In: all
probability, therefore, if Adam had not sinned, he would have
developed and progressed, and probably he too would have been
transfigured and taken his place among the celestial beings, for it
was never God's purpose that man should die physically, for death
is a result of sin.
1. WHEN HE WAS TRANSFIGURED, OUR LORD WAS ENGAGED IN THE

MINISTRY OF PRAYER.

Luke almost gives the impression that our Lord went there to
engage in communion with His Heavenly Father, and it was while
He was praying in the presence of the three disciples that suddenly
He underwent this amazing and unique transfiguration. The trans
figuration was unique for many reasons. You and I cannot be
transfigured in the same way as the Lord Jesus, yet prayer should
transfigure us, prayer should make us more like the Lord to whom
we belong, and if after our praying we are not a little more like the
Lord Jesus Christ, as to His moral qualities, then there is something
radically wrong with our prayer life.
n. MATTHEW AND MARK LAY EMPHASIS UPON THE FACT THAT THE

LoRD JESUS WAS TRANSFIGURED BEFORE THE DISCIPLES.

Matt. 17: 1-2; Mark 9: 2. (Note-in the presence of the
disciples.) Our Lord was transfigured not to confirm to Himself
His own mission, but to confirm to the disciples who He was and
what He was. Here God is confirming Peter's confession of faith at



Caesarea Philippi. Christ had said that He must go to the Cross.
The entire conversation on the mountain was taken up with the very
thing to which Peter so strongly objected, the death which Jesus
must undergo.
Ill. THERE WERE TWO CELESTIAL VISITORS WHO ATTENDED OUR

LORD'S TRANSFIGURATION

See verses 29-30. These two men were central figures in the
history of Israel. They represented the whole Old Testament dis
pensation. Moses is forever connected with the giving of the Law,
Elijah was one of the greatest of the prophets, who was translated
by means of a whirlwind into the very presence of God. Here they
were to bear testimony to the fact that the ministry which they
represented had a vital bearing upon the person and mission of the
Lord Jesus Christ. They appeared for a time and then they vanished
and Jesus alone remained, and by that very fact they were acknow
ledging that the Old Testament dispensation had been superseded,
had been crowned and consummated by Jesus Christ, who fulfils
the Law and who is the fulfilment of every expectation of Old
Testament prophecy.
IV. NOTICE THE MANNER OF THE APPEARANCE OF THESE TWO

VISITORS.

They appeared in glory. This is to be taken literally. They
appeared in the beauteous garb of those who occupy Heaven, in the
nature of those who are glorified in the presence of God. Notice
that all this took place before the resurrection, before the ascension
of Jesus Christ. We sometimes drive too hard a wedge between the
Old and the New Testaments. Elijah had a transfigured body
because his body did not see death. He was raptured to Heaven.
Moses did die and yet there is some strange reference to his body in
Jude 9. There came a time when the body of Moses was required
by God. He was responsible for the burial of Moses and no man
knows his tomb to this very day, but apparently his body is no longer
there because the archangel, Michael, was sent to get that body and
when he went to get it, the devil contested his claim to it. It may
be, therefore, that the body was required for that transfiguration
experience. Notice that they retained their identity, they have not
become angels. Notice also that these men were aware of what was
going on on the earth. Notice also that they were recognised by
others. I do not know how Peter recognised men who had lived
centuries before; whether some insight was given to him; whether he
heard the Lord Jesus addressing them personally by name; but he
did recognise them. Note verse 33. Does this throw any light upon
recognising one another in Heaven?
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V. NOTICE THE TOPIC OF THEIR CONVERSATION.

They were talking about the death that the Lord Jesus Christ
should accomplish at Jerusalem. All Heaven was interested in the
atoning death of the Lord of Glory. He was the Lamb slain from
the foundation of the world. Luke uses an unusual word here: 'Who
appeared in glory and spake of His decease'. The word here is the
word 'exodus'. Therefore, the death of Jesus Christ was not an
ordinary death, it did not simply happen, it was something that was •
accomplished. The Lord Jesus was going out to accomplish, through
death, resurrection and ascension, mighty victories, leading captivity
captive, conquering those who had conquered others, overthrowing
power of darkness. This exodus had a particular bearing upon the
conversation because Moses had been in charge of the exodus from
Egypt. The blood of the lamb had emancipated the children of
Israel and they went out. They had a triumphant exodus, and were
delivered from the tyranny of Pharaoh, a type of greater exodus that
would be accomplished through the blood of the Lamb of God.
Simon Peter never forgot that word exodus, translated deceased. See
2 Peter 1 : 16-17. Death was no longer an enemy for the Apostle
Peter, or tragedy, but death was a going out, a liberation, an abund-
ant entrance into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. It is so for every believer.
VI. THE REACTION OF THE DISCIPLES TO THIS TRANSFIGURATION

SCENE.

The Transfiguration took place at night. This probably accounts
for the reason why Peter, James and John got very tired and went to
sleep. They did the same thing a little later on in the garden of
Gethsemane. He excused them after rebuking them. It was the weak
flesh at fault. But they did awaken, and they saw what was happen
ing and it had a certain effect on them.

This effect was threefold:
(a) They were made wiser. Peter did not know what to say, I

suppose he was still half asleep. Luke puts in 'not knowing what he
said'. The biggest mistake Peter made here was to put Moses and
Elijah on the same level as the Lord Jesus Christ. After all, Peter
had confessed that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of the living God,
yet now Peter almost equates the Lord Jesus with Moses and
Elijah. 'While he thus spake, there came a cloud, and over-
shadowed them; and there came a voice out of the cloud saying, This
is My beloved Son: hear Him. And when the voice was past, Jesus
was found alone'. The Lord Jesus was left in unqualified authority.
The others were servants, but this was God's Son.

(b) They were made holier. They entered a cloud which over-
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shadowed them, probably the Shekinah, the glory cloud from over
the Tabernacle. Somehow they were bathed in the glory and the
visible manifestation of the near presence of God and 'they feared as
they entered into the cloud'. It was an awe-inspiring experience.
Their hearts were solemnised, they were made reverent, humble,
and submissive in the Majesty of High Heaven. They were made
wiser, but they were also made holier.

(c) They were made worthier. They were poor men at the best,
but there is a delightful touch in Matthew's account. He tells us that
they were so stricken with fear that Jesus came and touched them.
He reassured them, but as they went down the Mount together to
meet the other nine disciples and the crowd in the valley, the Lord
Jesus pledged them to secrecy. In Matthew and Mark, He com
manded them to tell no man what they had seen until He was
risen from the dead. So these three men were entrusted with a divine
secret, they were not to disclose what had happened, they were not
to divulge what had happened until Jesus Christ had suffered and
was risen from the dead. And in the language of Luke-'They kept
it close'.

(To be continued)

o come and see what Jehovah has done for my soul!
I was ignorant of Him through many years-

Yet He ever knew me.
When first I discerned His hand I hated

In it all He loved me.
I lifted my heart and sinned against Him-

The Blood of Christ was shed for cleansing.
Moved of His Spirit, I sought to draw near-

He clothed my nakedness with His own righteousness.
My sins rose against me mocking

He thundered 'Dead to sins'.
Along the road, I stumbled, and despaired-

He whispered 'The inheritance is safe and thou art kept';
And T began to know that I am saved by Grace alone.

-Po HALLIHAN.
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Young People's Page
THE APPRENTICE

lames, the son of a country innkeeper, was of a daring, impetuous
nature, always in and out of dangerous situations. Tales of peril and
adventure fascinated him; sometimes there would be soldiers back
from the Peninsular War sitting round the fire at the inn, telling each
other of their hairbreadth escapes-lames always contrived to be
about, listening with all his ears.

The innkeeper saw that it would be a mistake to try to keep his
boy at home in the little village. But he took care to get him into a
safe position (as he thought), by arranging for his apprenticeship
to a woollen-drapery establishment in London. James did not care
at all as to what sort of work he would be doing; it was grand to
think of getting out of the village, and the prospect of going to
London was a thrilling one.

One October morning, just after his thirteenth birthday, young
James set off in the stage-coach. Vivid dreams of the future filled
all the hours of travel. Already his thoughts had flown far beyond
London; he must see the wonders of the East-perhaps India should
be his goal! His meditations were interrupted by the sudden stop
ping of the coach at an inn in Fleet Street. Stiff and cold, the boy
climbed down from his seat. Though his mother had told him to be
sure to have a meal, James was too excited to stay for anything
beyond the merest snack; he set off at once to find his place of work.

As James entered the counting-house where he was told he would
find his master, for the first time he felt distinctly nervous. After all,
in spite of his manly airs, he was still only a small boy. But his
employer received him kindly, merely asking him what he thought
he could do. 'I don't know, sir,' said James boldly, 'but I'll do the
best I can'-an answer which seemed to satisfy the draper.

The new apprentice soon got into the ways of the house. There
were four lads living in, of the same status, the other three being
some years older than James. They all had to work very hard,
starting at six in the morning. Transport was so poor that often
James had to walk from one end of the City to the other, carrying
heavy bales of cloth. The boy who shared James's bedroom was a
cheerful, attractive lad in his late teens. Unhappily, he was careless
and extravagant, and quickly introduced the country boy to places
of entertainment and pleasure that James had never heard of. At
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home the boy had been brought up to reverence the Name of God,
to be honest and true, and to say his prayers night and morning.
But his companion's irreligion soon put a stop to any prayers or
Bible-reading. James thought the older boy a marvel of worldly
wisdom.

Until now James had worked hard and well, gaining his master's
approval. But one day temptation came in his way. Having trudged
a long distance to a customer with a heavy parcel, James put the two
pounds he was paid in his pocket, and straightway forgot all about
it. A few days later, coming upon the money, the boy realised what
he had done. No thought of dishonesty had been in his mind; but
how could he explain such carelessness to his master? He decided
to wait and see if he was asked about it. But nothing happened;
and after a few days James spent the money himself.

Shortly afterwards, the apprentice who shared James's room left
the firm. It was soon discovered that the lad had been defrauding
his master regularly. Several hundred pounds had gone, all spent on
dangerous pleasures. To save him from prosecution, his people paid
up all the money, and sent the lad out of the country.

This affair was a great shock to the draper. He and his wife
realised that they had not taken sufficient care of the boys in their
charge. James felt he had had a narrow escape in not being found
out in his own theft. But now the rules became very strict; the
draper began family prayers every morning for all the staff; he took
seats in Percy Chapel, insisting on the whole household attending
the Sunday services.

This was all very well, but it came too late to save James. Rebel·
ling against the new regulations, he made the worst possible use of
every hour of liberty. Young though he was, he drank deep of the
devil's pleasures, delighting to sample every kind of vice. Yet he
was never happy; the thought of his mother kept coming back to
him; whatever would she think of her darling son if she saw the
places he haunted?

Thinking to free himself from former associations, James now left
the draper's establishment, easily obtaining a post with a better
salary. With no restraints, the boy plunged deeper and deeper into
evil things. The expenses he incurred with clubs and theatres and
dancing-saloons, with betting and drinking, were far too great for
his means. He must have money; the only way was to defraud his
employers. In the mercy of God, suspicion soon fell on James,
whose extravagant habits were well known. He was summoned to
the manager's private room, and charged with the crime. At first
James was defiant, denying everything. But confronted with un·
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mistakable evidence, he was taken to court by a police officer.
And now at last the lad 'came to himself', was overwhelmed with

shame as well as fear. Apparently with other criminals, he was
charged before the magistrates and remanded in custody.

It was Christmas Eve. James spent that day with thirty others,
most of them the lowest of the low, in a small, dirty apartment. At
night he was locked alone in a cell. Here he began to see how dread·
ful was his fall; conscience spoke powerfully, reminding him of his
home and parents, his honest upbringing. When his advisers sug
gested his writing to his employers with a full confession, he was
ready to do so at once.

Meanwhile, in the great mercy of God, the chaplain of the prison,
a true man of God, took a Christmas service. As he spoke of the
love of God in giving His Son to come into the world to save sinners
by His death, the young prisoner's heart was completely broken
down, and the Holy Spirit took of the things of Christ to show them
to poor James.

His written confession, full of penitence and shame, touched the
hearts of his employers, and the charge was withdrawn. Of course,
he lost his situation; his master advised him to return home at once.

It was a cold wet day when James set out on the coach for his
home. Looking back, he remembered with bitter pangs his journey
to London seven years before-the little innocent lad of thirteen full
of high hopes of the future. And now at twenty he had drunk his
fill of wickedness, and was returning in shame and dishonour. But
since that Christmas sermon James was a changed man, and new
hopes were springing in his heart. He was very anxious about his
father's attitude; how would he receive him? The last hours of the
journey were full of crying upon God to turn his father's heart to
him in kindness.

His prayer was answered! The innkeeper met his son with a
warm welcome, as if nothing had happened. James's thankfulness
and relief were intense. His homecoming was the beginning of a new
life. He applied himself with zest and determination to study, and
soon gave evidence of brilliant intellectual powers. At the same time
he constantly grew in grace and in the knowledge of his Saviour. It
seems incredible, but this lad whose early history I have told became
a missionary in India, and was greatly used of God both in preaching
and in translating the Scriptures. DAMARIS.



The Gospel Magazine

SCRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 172

The whole: Shown by Job.
(An references in the Epistle of James)

1. Describes the work of patience.
2. The state in which fatherless and widows should be visited.

3. Man cannot tame it.
4. Abraham's faith was this unto him for righteousness.
5. 'Subject to like passions as we are.'
6. 'A brother or sister' might be in this condition.
7. 'Gay' describes the rich man's.
8. Describes the praying of Elias.

SOLUTION OF No. 171

The whole: Cup-bearer (Nehem. 1 : 11).
1. Chisleu (Nehem. 1 : 1).
2. Usury (5 : 7).
3. Pulpit (8 : 4).
4. Baruch (3 : 20).

5. Ezra (8 : 9).
6. Asaph (2 : 8).

7. Ruler (3 : 12).
8. Elul (6 : 15).
9. Rejoiced (12 : 43).

ANNOUNCEMENT

381

In common with many other publications we are compelled to
• change the shape of the Magazine in order to comply with the new

postal regulations which come into force later this year. The new
design is not our idea but the decree of the Postmaster General!
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Dear Sir,

In his recent letter, Mr. C. Burbridge argues that the attention
drawn in recent articles to the differences between Calvinists in the
realm of ecclesiology is misplaced. In particular he believes that
'the points of difference are to be found in over-emphasis of the
emblems which are but shadows of the real'.

In reply several observations may be made. Firstly, while he is
motivated by a laudable desire to stress the unity of Calvinists, Mr.
Burbridge is guilty of a 'lowest common denominator' approach
which treats all differences as being over purely secondary matters.
This simply will not do. More than once I have been charged by
Calvinistic paedobaptists with not believing in prevenient grace
when I have insisted that the proper subjects of baptism are
believers. Quite clearly, when one Calvinist can make such a charge
against another the difference between them is no secondary matter.
It needs to be emphasised that Calvinistic paedobaptists and Calvin
istic Baptists differ profoundly over the nature of the visible church.
That anyone can dismiss such a difference as secondary is beyond
my comprehension.

Secondly, the basic premiss of Mr. Burbridge's argument is that
all Calvinists agree that 'circumcision in the O.T. was an outward
and visible sign only' (italics mine). This assumption is quite wrong.
Charles Hodge's statement is representative of the views of paedo
baptist theologians: 'its reference to the national covenant was a
very subordinate matter. Its main design was to signify and seal the
promise of deliverance from sin through the redemption to be
effected by the promised seed of Abraham' (Systematic Theology,
Ill, p. 555). It follows that Mr. Burbridge is wrong in assuming that
all Calvinists view baptism, like circumcision, 'only ... as an out
ward sign of an inward and spiritual grace'. Most Calvinistic
paedobaptists attach far more significance to infant baptism than
this. But in any case Mr. Burbridge seems to confuse the issue.
Would he say that baptism when applied to an infant incapable of
exercising faith is 'an outward sign of an inward and spiritual
grace'? If he believes that it is, then how does he determine which
infant should be baptised and which should not? Or if he does not
believe that it is, he must surely alter his definition to read that
'baptism is an outward sign of presumed inward and spiritual grace'.
In which case the question must be raised as to the ground on which
he believes that an inward and spiritual grace may be presumed to
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exist within the infant's heart. If one accepts believer's baptism it
causes no difficulty to say that baptism is 'an outward and visible
sign of an inward and spiritual grace'. This, however, is far from
being the case when this definition is applied to infant baptism.

The third observation to be made is that in seeking to paper over
the divisions between Calvinists, Mr. Burbridge assumes that all
Calvinists hold a Zwinglian doctrine of the ordinances. In particular
he assumes that the ordinance of baptism in no way conveys grace
even when the subject of baptism is a believer. Yet Calvin, having
infant baptism in mind, wrote that 'Baptism seals to us the salvation
obtained by Christ' (Commentary on Titus 3:5). Furthermore, he
maintained that a baptised person may be said to carry the seeds of
future faith. On the baptism of Simon (Acts 8 : 13) he commented:
'Although the receiving of baptism profited him nothing then, yet if
conversion followed afterward, as some men suppose, the profit was
not extinguished nor abolished. For it comes to pass that the spirit
of God works afterwards, after a long time, that the sacraments may
begin to show forth their force' (quoted by R. S. Wallace: Calvin's
Doctrine of the Word and Sacrament, p. 189). One ventures to
suggest that Mr. Burbridge would not find it so easy as he thinks to
keep company with Calvin!

Lastly, while it is true that the Holy Spirit alone can regenerate
fallen creatures, this does not settle the matter, since the great issue
is by what means He does so. Even a cursory reading of Calvinistic
writing on the ordinances will show that some theologians have
maintained that His action is always immediate, whilst others are
equally adamant that it is often instrumental. Whilst some in the
interests of maintaining the sovereignty of the Spirit have altogether
severed His operations from the ordinances, others have argued
strenuously that the Gospel ordinances are not bare signs only, but
are in themselves, when accompanied by faith, means of grace.

To recognise the differences which exist between Calvinists is not
reprehensible provided we are driven to a fresh study of Scrip
ture, from which, if it be conducted under the blessing of the Spirit,
a deeper awareness of our unity will emerge. I am, however,
convinced that a Quaker-like depreciation of the Gospel ordinances
in the interests of a supposed exaltation of the invisible church of
God's elect would be a retrograde step. We should give to the
ordinances the place our Lord gave to them when He instituted
them. If this were done, many of us would, I suspect, have a higher
view of them than we do now.

Yours sincerely
DAVID P. KINGDON.
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Dear Mr. Carson,
My G.M. has just arrived and the contents, I find, as usual, most

edifying; but there is one contribution which I find most disturbing
and quite out of line with the rest. And so I feel constrained, as one
who has had the gracious love and protection and teaching of the
Saviour of sinners for nearly 87 years, to pen something of my
heart-burnings as I read of the scorning by one who professes His
name, of the sacred right of Baptism; indeed, the Lord Jesus Himself
submitted to it. How then can it be termed of negative importance!

No one in our denomination expects to be made a Christian by
baptism-but it is an act of obedience of a loving heart to Him who
has called him out of darkness into His marvellous light.

How dare one criticise what the Lord in His love has commanded.
Why! when His agonies were over and as He was about to ascend
to His Father, He said, 'Go ye into all the world and preach the
Gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptised shall be
saved, but he that believeth not shall be damned' (Mark 16 : 16).

In Acts 10 : 47, 48, Peter commanded the believers to be baptised
because they had received the baptism of the Holy Spirit. I cannot
close without remembering Peter's first sermon: Their hearts were
so touched that they cried out 'Men and Brethren, what shall we
do?' Peter replied, 'Repent and be baptised everyone of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins and ye shall receive
the Holy Ghost'.

And lest sufficient emphasis has not been placed on the whole
Godhead, I must mention Matthew 28 : 19. 'Go ye therefore and
teach all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.' As to immersion, the Word itself
explains that, if read with understanding, 'Buried with Him in
baptism' to 'shew forth the Lord's death. till He come.'

Yours in the Lord Jesus,
GRACE M. CHAPLIN.


