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'See what love the Father has given us that we should be
called children of God, and so we are. The reason why the
world does not know us is that it did not know Him.'
-1 John 3 : 1 (R.S.Y.).

I am using the Revised Standard Version for the simple
reason that it puts in a vitally important phrase which is not
in the Authorised Version and it is in the original. And I trust
that during the evening we will see how important a part of
the verse that phrase is.

H you study the Bible you cannot but notice the consistency
of the testimony of the different writers within the Scriptures.
This comes home forcibly when perhaps you have been look
ing at one passage and you turn to another passage and find
they are converging and dealing basically with the same issue.
Here for example John is dealing with the same issue which
Paul was treating, the matter which we considered this morn
ing when we were looking together at Philippians chapter 3.
John, from a different standpoint, is dealing with the same
general theme. It is like different instruments in an orchestra,
each one contributing their part, but each one blending into
the unified glory of a symphony. The unity of Scripture is a
unity that focuses upon the Person and the work of the Lord
Jesus Christ. These different authors, with their varied gifts
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and their differing contributions, bear a testimony which con
verges constantly upon the same theme.

This comes out, 1 say, quite remarkably because the verse
that we are dealing with this evening, coming from John's pen,
really recalls the emphasis that Paul was striking when he
wrote to the Philippians, the issue we were considering this
morning. Paul was distinguishing between the true and the
false-the man who makes a profession of faith in Christ and
who may be accepted by many as a Christian, who may be
numbered amongst the members of the church of Christ, but
has never really become a new person, has not really had the
miracle of the new birth wrought in his heart. Well, John here
is talking about the same thing, only he is coming at it, if you
like, from a slightly different angle. It is not so much a nega
tive approach which says-beware lest you are numbered
amongst those who are rejected, take heed lest you are simply
making a profession and that profession does not tally with
reality. John is dealing more with the positive side, with the
person who is anxious to know that he truly is a Christian,
anxious to know that he truly has been forgiven, anxious to be
sure in his heart that he is God's child. So John replies to his
questions and, as we have noticed in this epistle, he is speaking
again and again on this theme. Tbis is the whole purpose of
writing this letter, that those who come to Christ under the
preaching of the gospel might have a sure and settled faith.
that they may not be carried to and fro, uncertain where they
are, uncertain about their spiritual condition, but that they
might have a deep conviction, a well rooted assurance that
they truly are God's children.

So John speaks here about that which gives us an assurance
of being the children of God. He speaks of a testimony, a
witness which comes from different directions. He begins with
the testimony that comes from God Himself. 'Look,' he says,
'what manner of love the Father has bestowed upon us that we
should be called children of God.' 'This,' he says, 'is an
amazing demonstration of God's love to us, that He calls us
His children.' But it is only a Christian who talks like this. It
is only a Christian who is amazed at the love of God. The
religious man, the man who indeed may call himself a
Christian, is not usually amazed at God's love. He says he
believes in God's love but he seems to think it is so obvious
that you do not need to be surprised about it. 'God loves us,'
he will tell you; 'I believe in a God of love'; and he seems to
take it for granted that this is so obvious that it hardly needs
any comment. But the writers of the New Testament do not
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find it so obvious. They find it quite extraordinary. It is the
great and amazing fact that lies at the very heart of the gospel,
that God should love such as we are. This is God Almighty,
this is the Creator of the heaven and the earth, the Creator of
the vast, boundless universe-and who are we? With all our
self-importance, with all our arrogant ideas about the import
ance of humanity, what are we really but tiny specks on one
insignificant planet in one system amongst many systems in
the universe? To think that the Creator of it all should even
be interested in such specks as we are, much less that He
should love us and take a delight in us! Well, these men are
amazed by the wonder and the condescension of the love of
God.

They marvel also because of the character of the God who
thus loves and the character of those whom He loves. Some
people talk as if God loves us in the same way that a couple
love one another in a marriage, when they put up with one
another's foibles and eccentricities and they still love one
another; others speak as if God was a sort of heavenly neigh
bour who loves us with an amiable benevolence. Well, in the
New Testament they cannot think in these terms because they
see God as He really is; not someone who is rather like our
selves, just a projection of man, a greater man, as it were. No,
there is this vast gulf between us because the God who is
revealed here in Scripture is a God of righteousness and purity,
a God in whom there is no blemish, no flaw, nothing unclean,
nothing impure, nothing evil. But in addition to this the
biblical writers look at themselves and they look at themselves
honestly; they do not look with the superficial glance that
merely surveys the actions performed or the words spoken,
they look down into the depths of their own soul. They know
themselves for what they are; they know something of the
hidden uncleanness of soul; they know something of the
impure desires to which they give way; they know the spite
and the malice, the bitterness that festers below the surface
-and knowing all that and much more, knowing the holiness
and the purity and the righteousness of God, they say,
'Amazing love, that He loved us, and that He gave His Son to
die for us'.

They see God as their Creator to whom they ought to give
allegiance; they see Him as the Lord God Almighty to whom
men ought to give absolute submission. But they see them
selves with this hard core of independence within, this deter
mination to go one's own way, this ambition to fashion one's
own life, and they see that they are rebels against God
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Almighty. That is why they are amazed; they are overwhelmed
by the wonder of it-that this God, in face of our rebellion, in
face of our ingratitude for all His goodness to us, that He
should still love us; and that He should love us to such an
extent that He should give His Son to die for us. 'God,' says
Paul, and I believe there was a wonder in his heart as he wrote
it, 'God commendeth His love toward us in that while we were
yet sinners Christ died for us.' Do we love Him? Well, it is
because He first loved us.

John has this same note of amazement, the amazement that
has run through so many of the great hymns of the church of
Christ, when men out of their own sense of wonder have
spoken of the love and mercy and grace of God. This God,
says John, this God who has shown His love in giving His Son
to die, this God who has sent His Spirit to call men from their
sin and to call them to repentance and faith, He has dealt
graciously with us who have turned to Christ, and He has
called us His children. 'Behold what manner of love the Father
hath bestowed upon us that we should be called children of
God.' In spite of what we are, in spite of what we have been,
we have been called the children of the living God. This is
where our assurance is rooted, that God declares to us that we
are His children.

Now how does God make this declaration to us? You do
not hear a voice speaking from the heavens as they heard
when Jesus was baptised or when on the mount of Trans
figuration the voice came from heaven saying, 'This is my
beloved Son in whom I am well pleased'. Clearly we do not
have that kind of supernatural testimony. Nor do we have the
miraculous occurrence when the risen Lord Jesus Christ
appeared to Saul of Tarsus on the Damascus Road-that was
something quite out of the ordinary. It was not intended to be
a constantly repeated experience, it was something that God
did on special, quite unique occasions, Yet God does still
testify, He still speaks and says, 'This is my child, this is my
son, this is my daughter'. Well, how does that word come? It
comes in various ways. It comes, of course, primarily and
pre-eminently through the Scripture. It comes through the
promises of God which are here in this Book. How many
people have lived through this experience of the dawning
wonder of realising that these promises are no mere words in
a book, they are not simply something that someone wrote
centuries ago, but that they are now the Word of the living
God, that He is speaking this Word now? And these promises,
full of their content of forgiveness and new life and reconcilia-
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tion with God, and the presence of the Spirit of God in the
heart, all these promises come to life, they are lit up with
meaning, they are full of significance. God is simply taking
His Word and He is speaking through that Word. It may be
that someone has come for the first time to a simple faith in
Christ and they feel that somehow the hand of faith that is
stretched out to receive the blessing is a very trembling hand
indeed; they are unsure, they are very faltering. And yet they
hear this word and that word, and it is the promise of God,
and this promise sounds like a trumpet blast from heaven.
It is as if God is saying, 'It is done, you are my child; you
have turned in faith, you have trusted in Christ, you are my
child'. The word of Scripture, the word of promise, seems to
leap from the page. It is as if God is saying, 'Listen to it, man!
Here it is, it is my own word which I declare with all the
divine authority, and I seal it to your soul'. This is how God
speaks.

He speaks also in His Word by giving us the evidence that
displays the character of the man who has been born again, so
that the young Christian, again in his early faltering days, turns
to the Book, and there he sees what a Christian is and what a
Christian is like. He knows that as yet he certainly has not
attained, he knows that he has very far to go, but he is begin
ning to see some evidence in his own life that this is happening
to him, and he begins to marvel at it, and the Book becomes
increasingly precious to him because he finds that God is
speaking to him through the Scripture. This is what these
Christians mean, he discovers, when they talk about the Bible
being the Word of God. He could not understand it before.
He knew it was the sort of religious text book of the Christians
but now he finds that it is true that God really speaks, and
speaks directly to men through His Word. 'See what manner
of love the Father has given us,' says John, 'that we should be
called the children of God', and He calls us His children as He
speaks to us in His Word. .

There is another way of speaking to us and confirming to us
the fact that we have become His children-I said another way
and yet basically it is the same way. God has given to us not
only the Scriptures, God has given to us ordinances, we call
them Baptism and the Lord's Supper. He has given us these
ordinances not just as acts of ceremonial in which Christians
engage, He has given them to us as a means by which His
gospel is proclaimed to us, and these ordinances are intended
to reinforce the testimony which comes from God. That is
why when you turn to the preaching of the gospel in the New
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Testament, baptism, for example, is part of the gospel pr~ach.

ing. It is not something that is discussed later on, it is part and
parcel of the message. On the day of Pentecost, when the
disciples are preaching, Peter is declaring the gospel and those
who are convicted of sin say, 'What shall we do?' Well,
Peter naturally answered, 'Repent and be baptised everyone
of you for the remission of sin'. Baptism is not something that
they will consider when they are mature and developed in their
thinking, it is simply part of his gospel. If you want to know
forgiveness, he says, and if you want to have assurance in your
heart, well, this is God's way, 'Repent and be baptised every
one of you'.

When Ananias is sent to Saul of Tarsus he comes in pre
cisely the same way. Saul is seeking; for years he has been
seeking, but now his quest has taken a new and definite
direction. Christ has met with him and Ananias is the human
agent sent by the Lord to bring the gospel to Saul of Tarsus.
Do you remember how Ananias came? He said, 'Arise and
be baptised and wash away your sin'. What was he saying?
He was saying the same as Peter on the day of Pentecost.
Saul was praying, Saul was wanting to know that he was
accepted by God, that his sins had been forgiven, and Ananias
is saying-Here is one of the ways in which God will bring
home to you the assurance that you want. This washing will
speak vividly to your soul that you have been washed from
sin. This plunge into the water will speak vividly to you that
you have died to the old life and that you are rising to the new,
that you are turning your back on the past and setting your
face to the future. That is why the Ethiopian eunuch, when
he encounters Philip, hears the gospel explained, and under
stands that it is all about the Lord Jesus Christ, after he is
baptised he goes on his way rejoicing because he is not in a
condition of uncertainty, he is not tentatively hoping that per
haps he is accepted. He knows he is God's child. How does
he know? Because he has had this twin affirmation from God.
God has spoken through the Word, God has spoken through
the ordinance, and together they have confirmed the promise
that he is God's child.

The same thing applies to the Lord's Supper. God has given
this ordinance, like baptism, as a means of confirming the
gospel. The broken bread and the outpoured wine simply
declare the same message as is declared in the preaching from
the pulpit. The broken bread speaks of the One whose body
was broken at Calvary, the wine speaks of blood that was shed
for the remission of sin. And the young convert, fresh from

•
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trusting in Christ, meets with God's people at the Table and it
is as if God is speaking to him as he receives the bread and
the wine; God is saying-This is what my Son did for you, He
died that you might be forgiven, He died that you might have
new life. And the Lord's Supper, with the ordinance of
baptism, and reinforced by the promises of the gospel, is a
preached word. It is God testifying to the soul-You who
have turned in repentance and turned in faith to Christ, I
declare to you, you are my child.

But behind all this there is the working o~ the Holy Spirit.
The Bible, you see, can be a dead Book. Of course it is the
Word of the living God about which Christians are torilled
-and yet it is perfectly true that men may read this Book and
be apparently none the wiser. There are so many in this
country, and they have been to Sunday School over the years,
they know the Bible, sometimes they know it very well, and yet
it has never gripped their hearts. Why? Because this does not
happen automatically, this is not some magical formula. This
Book is the Word of God and this Word of God must be
applied to the soul by God the Holy Spirit. A man may
produce a wonderful painting, but if that painting is still in the
gallery and has not heen unveiled, its beauties remain hidden.
And even when it has been unveiled and is open for public
display, you can only appreciate it (especially if you are not
very well versed in the finer points of art) if someone explains.
If the artist himself explains his aim when he was executing
the painting, well, the whole thing has new meaning. God has
given us His Word. That Word came as men of God were
equipped by the Holy Spirit to write the Scripture, and now
God the Spirit draws near and He opens the eyes of our under
standing and the Book comes alive. We understand what it is
all about. This is God's Word to our hearts. I say this is how
the testimony comes. This is how a man comes to assurance
of faith as God imparts His Spirit. - That is why I read
Ephesians chapter 1 this evening. Paul is speaking about being
sealed with the Spirit, the earnest of our inheritance. If you
are involved in the purchase of property, if you have bought
a house, well, you know there is the seal on the deeds. It does
not alter the terms of the deeds, it simply authenticates the
statement on that page of vellum. It confirms to you that the
property is now yours. And the Spirit of God has been given
as a seal, sealing to us this fact that we are God's children, and
the evidence of the Spirit's presence in the life is the sure
testimony from God that we are, by Him, being called His
children.
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But the testimony comes also from another direction, and
that is why 1 used the other version this evening because this
little statement comes in as the echo of faith. 'See what love
the Father has given us that we should be called children of
God, and so we are', and you can feel that John is thrilled as
he writes those words-'and so we are', we really are God's
children. John, in other words, is saying that when God has
spoken to you through His Word, when God has thus con
firmed the message of the gospel, there is an answering
response and you can say-Yes, it is true, 1 have entered into
this experience. 1 know in my heart that 1 have passed from
death unto life. 1 know that my sins have been forgiven.
1 know that God has truly received me. Assurance is, if you
like, this inner response to the testimony which God gives to
us. Assurance means the cry of faith coming from the depth
of the heart.

Well now, what is the difference between saying, 'And so we
are', meaning 'I hope 1 am', and saying 'And so we are',
meaning 'I really am persuaded, I really do know that this has
happened'? Because there is a great difference between assur
ance on the one hand and wishful thinking on the other. There
are many, and if you ask them, 'Are you a Christian?' they
say '0 yes'. You say, 'Are you sure you have been forgiven?'
They reply, 'Well. I hope so'. 'Are you sure you are going to
heaven?'-'I hope so'. But John has not got that tentative
approach. It is not a case of hoping. He says, 'so we are, we
know'. It recalls Paul's confidence, 'I know whom I have
believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which
1 have committed unto him against that day'.

How does this answering response come? I believe it comes
when we discover in ourselves some of the evidence which we
find in the Scripture, some of the evidence of a changed life.
We find, for example, if we are true Christians, that there are
the beginnings of a deep trust in Christ. _We heard the call of
the gospel, we heard Christ set forth as the only Saviour of
sinners, and in our sin and in our need we turned to Him, we
put our trust in Him. There come times of uncertainty-Did
we really trust Him, was it true faith? And then we begin to
look within and we discover that there is a new confidence, not
the old uncertainty. We are beginning now to learn what it
means to 'trust in the Lord with all thy heart and lean not unto
thine own understanding'. We begin to know the meaning of
the humble reliance of the children of God.

We are beginning to discover, too, as we look within, that
there are the beginnings of a love for Christ. We have heard
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about it before, of course, heard it before we turned to Him,
but it somehow did not seem real. How could you love some
one in the remote distance as God seemed to be? You might
think about Him, you might believe in Him, but how could
you love such a Being? And now we discover this amazing
thing is happening that we are beginning to love Him, that our
hearts are beginning to be stirred, that it is no longer a ques
tion of merely nodding our head in assent to certain statements
of truth we find in the Bible or which are presented to us in
the preaching; now our being begins to warm. It is like that
time on the Emmaus Road when Jesus the risen Lord
appeared to the disciples, and they said, 'Did not our hearts
burn within us as He opened to us the Scripture?' It is the
ame te timony as of John Wesley, 'I found my heart strangely

warmed'-strangely warmed because he could not explain it.
\ e ]ey would say-I cannot give any adequate explanation
part from this amazing thing that God has done. He has

worked in my heart and I find that now I am beginning to love
the Lord Jesus Christ.

And there are the beginnings of a real obedience. In the
past there was a certain measure of obedience. I knew what
the law of God was, I knew some of His basic requirements
and I did seek to obey Him, but it was very much in terms of
duty, and sometimes it was rather a grudging obedience. It
was an obedience that came from fear rather than from love.
But now I discover that I want to obey God. I am concerned
to obey Him. I want to know His will. That is why I turn to
the Bible in order to find what God requires from me. And
I discover almost to my surprise that instead of the old grudg
ing reluctance, instead of the dragging of the feet in the face
of earlier apparently oppressive demands of God, I find that
now I want to know what God has to say to me. I am now
interested to find out what His will is. I want to know what
God desires from me even in the smallest details of my life.
Well, this is the Christian, this is the man who is a new person.
He is beginning to trust, beginning to love the Lord and he is
learning the meaning of true obedience. God has called us His
children and, says John, we have discovered that so we are,
and what a thrilling discovery it is!

But there is a third testimony here and it is a testimony
from a very different quarter. We have looked at the testimony
that comes from God, we have looked at the answering
response that comes from the heart of the believer, but this
testimony seems to come from the most unexpected source-it
comes from the world outside. And when John is speaking
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about the world, he is speaking about the world in its enmity
against God. Well, in what way does the world testify to
the Christian? In what way does the world bring to you
assurance of salvation? Simply by its opposition. The very
fact that the world parts company with you is one testimony
that something has happened to you. The world is vastly
amused when one of its adherents becomes a Christian. The
world can be very scornful, scornful with a supercilious con
tempt, when they discover that someone who apparently by
their standards was perfectly normal, who took pleasure in the
ordinary things of life, has suddenly become, as they think it,
quite peculiar. It is rather like Festus when Paul is appearing
before him, he says, 'Paul, you are beside yourself; much
learning has driven you mad'. Paul, no sober man is going to
say the things you are saying. No man in his right mind would
really believe these things. Paul, you are quite mad. And the
world is inclined, and in actual fact does, dismiss with con
tempt those who have come thus to affirm their faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ. But you know the contempt of the world.
in God's hand, can be one of the means of assurance, because
we discover that something has happened that others notice.
It is something that they do not like; in fact their smile and
their contempt can become something much more, it can
become antagonism. They can become bitterly opposed.

The Lord says, 'Marvel not if the world hate you'. You
need not be surprised if you find that men resent the gospel
you have embraced. If you are prepared to keep it to yourself,
if you are prepared to join the company of Nicodemus, who
went to Jesus by night, or to join the company of Joseph of
Arimathaea, who before the crucifixion was a secret disciple
for fear of the Jews-if you thus hug your testimony to your
self, well, you will not get so much trouble but you also will
not get so much assurance. But when you begin to try and
share this gospel with others, when you try to reach others
with the message which God has entrusted to you, you find
that very often, far from welcoming you, they will be apathetic,
they will not be interested, and in fact they may be openly
antagonistic. But the extraordinary thing is this: there was a
time when perhaps you were one of that set, you moved in
their context, you talked as they talked, you were interested in
the same topics as they were-but now they find that you are
different, and finding that you are different they no longer
want you as one of the set. The world can ostracise the
Christian and push him out. They may still be reasonably
polite, but there is a frigidity. They are not really interested
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in you any longer; you are really rather an embarrassment to
them. And I believe that this, in God's providence, is one of
the ways in which He brings assurance to the young Christian.
Here is someone who has turned to Christ and he says, Well
look, something has happened-these people whom I have
known for years, they are no longer interested in my friend
ship and my company. What has happened? I have not
changed as far as my normal social contacts with them are
concerned, but something has happened that they resent and
some of them seem to resent it very bitterly. This cause of
resentment, says the Bible, is the new birth. The very fact that
the world hates you is a token to you that you have passed
from death to life. If you belong to the world, the world will
love its own. The very fact that men resent your gospel and
men have no time for your witness is, I say, in God's mercy,
one of His ways of bringing home to you this assurance that
you really are His child.

John is concerned, I said, that Christians might be brought
to a settled faith, a settled assurance, a deep conviction, and
my purpose in preaching on this epistle is that those who hear
might be brought to faith in Christ, for this is where it must
begin; you cannot reach assurance before the miracle has taken
place; clearly you cannot have this deep spiritual confidence
unless you have bowed the knee in humble submission to the
Saviour. But having come to Him, having turned your back
upon sin, and put your trust in Christ, well, it is, I believe,
God's purpose, not that you should limp your way to heaven,
always uncertain, always unsure, but that you should walk on
the King's highway with confidence and with deep conviction
that you are indeed the children of God. May the Lord teach
us what it means to have this assurance. 'Beloved, behold
what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us that
we should be called the children of God', and God grant that
each one of us may be able to echo with John that statement,
'And so we are'. May it be so, for His'Name's sake.



252 The Gospel Magazine

Hiding Places
H. P. WOTTON

No one can hide from God. The night to Him is as the day,
and we cannot be where He is not. But men continue to hide
while God continues to call. They hide behind the 'things' that
constitute their materialistic world, and behind an intellectual
wall that like an iron curtain tries to keep God out. And so
determined are they in their hiding that when their secret place
is found they run to another, for our fallen nature will run
anywhere rather than to God who calls.

Man will hide from God in the most unlikely places
behind a pulpit, behind a pew, behind a hymn-book, or behind
a Bible. He will hide behind his prayers and behind his good
works. He will go with others to the house of the Lord and
hide himself in their company, away from God. But God is
still calling, 'Adam, where art thou?' (Genesis 3 : 9).

So subtle is the heart of man that he may appear to run to
God, and yet be hiding from Him. Look at the rich young
ruler running, kneeling at the feet of Jesus, and asking, 'Good
Master, what shall 1 do that 1 may inherit eternal life?' (Mark
10 : 17). Surely he is not hiding from God. But he is. He is
hiding behind his riches, for when Jesus said to him, 'One thing
thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give
to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven; and come,
take up the cross, and follow Me' (Mark 10: 21), he went
away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.

Poor rich man, hiding from the Lord Jesus behind what he
thought to be his riches. He had heard the call-the call of the
Lord's wonderful character, the call of His miracles, or the call
of His voice. His response was spectacular but incomplete. It
was that of a natural man, not born of the Spirit.

It is a great privilege to sit under the ministry of a sound
gospel minister, but so subtle is the enmity of the carnal mind
against God that the natural man will hide himself from God
in this also, deceiving himself about himself because he has
been for so long a faithful member of the Rev.So-and-So's
congregation, or even of his church. A man the worse for
drink once stumbled up to Mr. Spurgeon and told him that he
was one of his converts. To which Mr. Spurgeon replied, 'I see
that you are one of my converts. If you were one of God's
converts you would be a better man'.

•
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The Pharisees and Sadducees prided themselves on the fact
that they were the children of Abraham. They seemed to think
that this gave them a right to the kingdom of God. But the
Lord Jesus shamed them out from this hiding place when He
said to them, 'Think not to say within yourselves, We have
Abraham to our father, for I say unto you, that God is able of
these stones to raise up children unto Abraham' (Matthew
3 : 9).

To Nicodemus, Jesus said, 'The wind bloweth where it
listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is everyone that is
born of the Spirit' (John 3 : 8). Nicodemus did not understand
these words because he was not born into the kingdom where
such words have meaning. But later he may have known. The
Lord Jesus was leading him to see that the way into the king
dom lay in his genuine response to the call to come out from
his natural and religious hiding places to believe and receive
the Lord Jesus as his Saviour.

Jesus said to him, 'As Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have eternal
life' (John 3: 15). Anc! in John 1 : 12, 13, we read that 'as
many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the
sons of God, even to them that believe on His name: which
were born, not of blood, nor of the will of flesh, nor of the will
of man, but of God'.

The natural man must have his hiding places-away from
God. The spiritual man must have his hiding place-in God;
and so God has provided for him a Man, a God-Man, even
our Immanuel, in whom he may hide, for 'a Man shall be as
an hiding place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest;
as rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock
in a weary land' (Isaiah 32 : 3). Then-

'Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee;
Let the water and the blood,
From Thy riven side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure;
Oeanse me from its guilt and power.'
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ASSURANCE-the
FALSE and the TRUE

W. WEIR

(continued from last month)

SOME DID NOT REALLY BELONG

'They did not [really] belong to us,' the apostle says (l John
2 : 19). Although they had a connection and professed to be
one with them, they did not really belong. They claimed the
name 'Christian', but they were so seriously astray in their
doctrines or in their behaviour that John referred to them as
'antichrists'.

The errors of Gnosticism had arisen even at this early stage
of Church life. Some denied the true humanity of Jesus Christ.
others His unqualified Deity. Both these errors are refuted in
this epistle, and the writer insists that we cannot believe
whatever we like about the Son of God and be genuine
Christians.

Concerning conduct, some taught that the Christian was
under no kind of obligation to any law; and that all conduct
was morally indifferent. John refutes this evil as sternly as he
does the others. He tells us that we cannot act as we please
and be genuine Christians.

The teachers of these dangerous heresies had gained the ear
of some, so making a separation inevitable. This unhappy
state of affairs is referred to in chapter 2 : 18-23:

'Boys [lads]. it is the last time-hour [the end of this age],
And as you have heard that Antichrist [he who will oppose
Christ in the guise of Christ] is coming, even now many
antichrists have arisen, which confirms our belief that it is
the final [the end] time.

'They went out from our number, but they did not
[really] belong to us; for if they had been of us, they would
have remained with us. But [they withdrew] that it might
be plain that they all are not of us.

But-you hold a sacred appointment, you have been •
given an unction-you have been anointed by the Holy
One, and you all know [the Truth]. I write to you, not
because you are ignorant and do not perceive and know the
Truth, but because you do perceive and know it, and
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[know positively] that nothing false-no deception, no
lie-is of the Truth.

'Who is [such a] liar as he who denies that Jesus is the
Christ, the Messiah? He is antichrist [the antagonist of
Christ], who habitually denies and refuses to acknowledge
the Father and the Son. No one who habitually denies
[disowns] the Son even has the Father. Whoever confesses
[acknowledges and has] the Son has the Father also.'

This was not a mere difference of opinion concerning
matters of trivial importance. It was something affecting the
very fundamentals of Christianity-the Person of the Son of
God, and what fellowship with Him involves in life and con
duct. It would seem that the stand for truth and for holy living
was such a virile, forceful thing that those who were not pre
pared to accept such standards felt compelled to withdraw.
'They went out from us.'

But how are we to explain this serious defection on the part
of some who were once accepted as genuine Christians and
welcomed into the fellowship of the Church? Are we to think
of such people as being once genuine Christians-children in
God's family-but because of their departure from the truth
they have ceased to be children of God? Although once truly
'born again', would they have to be 'born again' once more?
The explanation given in this epistle is quite different:

'They went out from our number, but they did not [really]
belong to us; for if they had been of us, they would have
remained with us. But [they withdrew] that it might be
plain that they all are not of us.' (Chap. 2 : 19)

From this passage we see that such serious defection was
proof that they were never genuine. Such a statement could
not be justified except on the assumption that the real work of
God in saving the soul is for ever, it can never be undone.
Paul expressed a similar truth when he wrote to the saints at
Philippi, 'And I am convinced and sure.of this very thing, that
He who began a good work in you will continue until the day
of Jesus Christ-right up to the time of His return-develop
ing [that good work] and perfecting and bringing it to full
completion in you' (Phi!. 1 : 6). Paul's confidence seems to
rest on the perseverance of God in His purpose to complete
the good work in the soul rather than on the perseverance of
the saint in perfecting his own salvation.

The Lord Jesus spoke most solemn words of warning con
cerning some who would claim a place in the Kingdom-'Then
[ will say to them openly [publicly] I never knew you; depart
from Me. you who act wickedly-disregarding My commands'
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(Matt. 7 : 23). It was not that they were once the Lord's and
that He could no longer acknowledge them-He never knew
them, not even when they were casting out devils in His name.
In another context He gave the assurance that He would never
on any account drive away any who would really come to
Him-John 6: 37 (Weymouth). If any were His sheep they
would never perish-John 10: 28. The life they receive in
Him is 'eternal life'. Unless this is a misnomer there is no
possibility of this 'eternal life' coming to an end.

Other Scriptures might be cited to prove that the security of
the one who really belongs is for eternity. There is such a
blessed truth as eternal security.

A DISTINCTION TO BE APPRECIATED

There is, however, a distinction between the security of the
true child of God and the assurance he may enjoy. The two
things are closely related but are not identical.

It is possible to have confidence without security. The Lord
Jesus uttered most solemn words of warning concerning this
very thing:

'Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord, will enter the
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father
who is in heaven. Many will say to Me on that day, Lord,
Lord, have we not prophesied in your name, and driven
out demons in your name, and done many mighty works in
your name? And then I will say to them openly [publicly]
I never knew you; depart from Me, you who act wickedly
disregarding My commands.' (Matt. 7 : 21-23)

The confidence of these people seems to continue right to the
end, but they never belonged to the Lord at any time. They
never were secure.

In Pilgrim's Progress Bunyan introduces a character whom
he calls 'Ignorance'. He never entered by the wicket gate or
came by the Cross, but he was full of a self-confidence that
carried him up to the gates of the Celestial City. But there was
no entrance for Ignorance, and Bunyan in his dream says:
'Then I saw that there was a way to hell, even from the gates
of heaven, as well as from the city of destruction'.

John's first epistle comes as a solemn warning to any who
may have an assurance that is false. He is constantly remind
ing the reader that he has no right to say he belongs to the
Lord unless certain things are true of him.

To imagine that this epistle is calculated to lead everybody
to confidence would be a serious misunderstanding of its
teaching. We might write across the warnings of John the
words of Paul:
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'Examine and test and evaluate your own selves, to see
hetber you are holding to your faith and showing the

proper fruits of it. Test and prove yourselves ... ' (2 Cor.
13 : 5),

or the words of Peter:
•... be all the more solicitous and eager to make sure [to
ratify, to strengthen, to make steadfast] your calling and
election ... ' (2 Peter I : 10),

or the words of James:
.... faith apart from [good] works is inactive and ineffec
tive and worthless' (lames 2 : 20).

We find much in all these epistles to inspire assurance, but at
the same time Paul, Peter and James unite with John in warn
ing us of the falsity and danger of any assurance that is
divorced from a true Christian experience and practical
holiness.

Assurance may vary from time to time. There are degrees
of confidence. We may sometimes feel like the father of the
demon-possessed boy when he cried out, 'Lord, I believe, help
Thou mine unbelief' (Mark 9 : 24). The human element enters
so much into this matter of confidence that some could use
the words of the hymn:

'Once I thought I walked with Jesus,
Yet such changeful moods I had;

Sometimes trusting, sometimes doubting,
Sometimes joyful, sometimes sad.'

C. H. Spurgeon was instrumental in leading many thousands
to an assurance of salvation. In the course of a sermon on
I John 5 : 13 he said, 'I am personally taught to be tender of
poor doubters, for I have often been one myself. I would
sometimes give all that I have to be able to feel myself to be
even the least in the Lord's family. Just now I enjoy a measure
of assurance, but I am not always on the mount, and therefore
I have bowels for others because I am myself compassed with
infirmity. We may not judge harshly, as if things were as we
would theoretically arrange them, but we must deal with things
as they are; and it cannot be questioned that some of the best
believers are at times sorely put to it to know whether they are
believers at all. The prayer of John is that such people, yea,
and all believers, may know of a surety beyond all doubt that
they have eternal life.'

We should remember that it is possible to be secure without •
being sure. Jonah tried to run away from the Lord and from
the duty committed to him. For his disobedience he was over
taken by a dreadful storm that threatened his life and the lives
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of all in the boat. When the mariners cast Jonah overboard
into the raging sea they thought, no doubt, that that was the
end of him. But God had a purpose for Jonah. Those angry
waves were God's servants, stirred up to arrest the disobedient
prophet, and therefore they could not drown this man nor
prevent the fulfilment of the divine purpose for him.

Jonah was all the time secure in the purpose of God who
knew that the storm would come, and that the mariners would
throw the stranger overboard. We are told that 'The Lord had
prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah'. At the right time
God directed the fish to deposit Jonah on dry land. The fact
is the Lord had it all planned from the beginning, so that
through the whole strange experience the prophet was secure
in the care of God, who is sovereign over all.

THIS SECURITY WAS A SECRET IN THE HEART OF GOD

While Jonah was secure, we may be sure that he had no
assurance of safety in the dreadful hour of storm when he said,
'I know that for my sake this great tempest is upon you'.
Neither he nor the mariners knew anything about the fish God
had prepared. Jonah had a right to be troubled, because of
his wilful disobedience. He had no right to confidence. Not
until he had seen his folly and turned his face Godward could
he say 'Salvation is of the Lord'. When he did this he was
coming back to the place where a true assurance was possible.

If we understand this first epistle of John aright we shall see
that the attitudes and conduct of the backslider tend to destroy
the very things that make for true assurance. The confidence
of one who is not rightly related to the Lord Jesus Christ is
presumption. Deliberate sin and confidence toward God
cannot go hand-in-hand. The one will seriously hinder the
other. So that if anyone is in a careless, backslidden condition
of soul and is still joyfully confident, it cannot be the joyful
confidence of this epistle. Dr. Herbert Lockyer truly says:
'Assurance can become clouded and, in a-measure, lost by sin,
carelessness and spiritual negligence', and again, 'The jewel
of assurance can be lost in the works of darkness'.

An appreciation of this distinction between the eternal
security of the believer and his present assurance may help
many to a clearer understanding of this whole problem.
Possibly much of the objection against the doctrine of eternal
security is really an objection against an assurance that seems
unjustified in circumstances where the manner of life is in
conflict with the profession.

(To be continued)
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On Earth in Heaven
M. ELLISTON

11. GOD
(continued from last month)

God is beyond our understanding and no exhaustive study
of Him can ever be made. This is a selective study, within
the theme already mapped out, and will only touch on three
main doctrines; the Nature of the Triune God; the Powers or
Attributes of God and the Activities of God.

'God is a spirit and they that worship Him must worship
Him in Spirit and in Truth' (John 4 : 24). God is a spiritual
being. He is of eternity. He is the highest order of Spiritual
Being. There is none greater and there is none above Him in
authority.

THE NATURE OF GOD

We are told something of the nature of God and it is
enough to pose real problems of understanding for our finite
minds. The Scriptural doctrine of the Trinity clearly tells us
that God is three persons in one Being, God the Father, God
the Son and God the Holy Spirit. God has three distinct per
sonalities in one Being (1 John 5 : 7).

It is not easy to understand (and to illustrate is dangerous
and tends to be unsatisfactory) but the way it can be possible
is understandable. Industrial psychologists have observed that
people are known to change their personality traits according
to their surroundings and the groups they are in. Some em
ployees have had experience of the stern, unbending, un
smiling employer who becomes the life and soul of the party
outside the work place. We would scarcely believe him to be
the same man. If human beings are_ complex enough to be
able to manifest separate personalities at separate times, then
surely it is feasible for God (Who is vastly more complex than
man) to be One God (Deuteronomy 6 : 4) and yet have three
distinctly separate personalities in one Being, all functioning
(in accordance with the rules of eternity) at once.

The Bible is full of evidence and teachings regarding the
three persons of the God-Head.

Right at the beginning in Genesis Chapter 1, when God
created man, He said, 'Let us make man in our image' (verse
26), thus indicating more than one personality involved. In
the introduction to his Gospel, John makes one of the very
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clear statements that Jesus Christ is part of the God-head:
'The Word (by which he meant Jesus Christ) was with God
and the Word was God.' In 2 Corinthians we have 'God was
in Christ, reconciling the world to Himself' and Christ Him
self said, 'I and the Father are one.' Peter's epistle makes a
clear declaration of the Holy Spirit's part in inspiring the Holy
Scriptures, which are also described in the Bible as the Word
of God. Whether the Bible speaks of Jehovah, or Jesus Christ
or the Holy Spirit, it always makes it clear that the reference
is to God.

The nature of the personality of God is revealed to us
through the Scriptures and mainly, of course, through what
they tell us of the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the main source of
our knowledge, our contact with God. 'If ye have seen Me, ye
have seen the Father.' He always has been our contact, even
before His incarnation.

In the Old Testament we have foreshadowings of the
covenant to be and of Christ's coming, in the appearances
recorded of the Angel of the Lord, Who is different from the
other angels.

He appeared to Abraham and Lot, to Jacob and to
Manoah, Samson's father. We will consider two Qf these
appearances to make two points.

First of all the appearance to Jacob (Genesis 32 : 24-33).
There appeared a man unto Jacob Who wrestled with him

and of Whom Jacob demanded a blessing before he would
let the man go. The blessing which 'the man' gave He gave
by His own right, it was not a message from God, not a 'Thus
saith the Lord' but on His own behalf.

Secondly, the appearance to Manoah (Judges 13).
In this appearance the question of worship comes up.

Manoah wanted to give food to his visitor but the angel of
the Lord commanded him, 'Though thou detain me, I will
not eat of thy bread; and if thou wilt of(er a burnt offering,
thou must offer it unto the Lord.' M;anoah obeyed and the
angel ascended in the smoke. This was a sacrifice to God and
the angel of the Lord accepted it.

So here is a heavenly visitor, sent from God, not a usurper,
who performs two actions which are prerogatives of God
He bestows blessing and He receives worship. There is only
one inescapable conclusion-that He was God-and indeed
both Jacob and Manoah recognised that this was so (Genesis
32: 30 and Judges 13 : 22).

Yet the Angel of the Lord is not the same personality of
God that was revealed unto Moses, for that personality was
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so awe-inspiring and majestic that Moses (for his own safety)
was only allowed to see God's back. John said, 'No man
hath seen God at any time.' But the Angel of the Lord was
a manifestation of God, seen face to face by men. The con
clusion must be that the Angel of the Lord was a pre-New
Testament incarnation of the Son of God in angelic covering
or veil.

THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD

In the New Testament we see most clearly two of the aspects
of God's character that apply to our overall theme, revealed in
Christ.

All of the Lord Jesus Christ's life proclaimed His love for
mankind. The miracles of healing, His compassion for the
multitudes, above all His supreme sacrifice of Himself on the
cross show us that love is one of the most marked character
istics of God, even without His clear statement, 'For God so
loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have ever
lasting life' (John 3 : 16).

The New Testament epistle writers, particularly John,
developed this theme so that we have the unambiguous state
ment, 'God is Love' (1 John 4: 8) and 'Herein is love, not
that we loved God but that He loved us and gave His Son to
be the propitiation for our sins' (1 John 4: 10).

The second aspect of God's character which concerns our
theme is the Holiness and Justice of God. Leviticus 19 : 2 'I
the Lord your God am holy'. By His actions the Lord Jesus
showed that God is a God of judgment. He acted with swift
and decisive judgment against the defilers of the temple; He
pronounced judgments upon those cities which had not re
pented despite the mighty works done in them; and the
parables that He told also proclaim judgments-the talents,
the sheep and the goats, etc.

These two aspects of God's character may seem at first
glance to be contradictory but, as we shall see later, the two
meet in the plan of salvation.

Before we can consider this, however, we must turn to the

POWERS OF GOD

The most important power of God in our context is His
sovereignty. Quite simply that means the rule and authority
of God. He is Sovereign and King over the whole universe
of time and over the whole of eternity. 'The Lord reigneth'
says the Psalmist in Psalm 96 : 10. 'The earth is the Lord's
and the fulness thereof' (Psalm 24 : 1).
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God is sovereign, and from this there come some implica
tions, not always popular or easily understood.

God is almighty and His control over everything created
is absolute. Nothing happens, either to us personally or on a
wider scale in the affairs of nations, that is outside His will.
Either God expressly brings it about or He allows it to
happen.

This is called the expressive and the permissive will of God.
Two references will support this, 'I shall work and who shall
let it [hinder it]' (Isaiah 43 : 13) and 'God is faithful Who will
not suffer [allow] you to be tempted above that which you
are able' (1 Corinthians 10 : 13).

The sovereignty of God comes into prominence when it is
related to God's calling of people unto Himself. God called
Moses and, despite Moses' reluctance, used him for His
purposes. Jesus was approached by some who did not follow
through their profession but enabled Him to point up the
principles of Christian discipleship. Those whom God wants
to come to Himself will do so and those who reject God,
reject Him only because He permits them the exercise of free
choice.

This also applies to sin. God is not the author of sin but
He allows it to continue at present and, in His mercy to all
mankind, He has set a limit on sin's extent. There is a point
beyond which God will not allow the wickedness of man to
go.

The second important power of God is two-fold-His
omnipresence and His complete knowledge. God is every
where at the same time. 'If I ascend up into heaven, thou art
there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. If I
take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost
parts of the sea; even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy
right hand shall hold me' (Psalm 139 : 8-10).

He is ever present and yet ever in heaven and filling the
whole earth. He can express and carry out His will in all
places eternal and natural at the same moment. That is why
we can have the picture of God in Isaiah, counting the earth
as dust in the balance and the oceans as a drop in the bucket
-and yet know the truth of Christ's words, 'The Kingdom of
God is within you, yea near at hand.'

It is evident too, that God must have knowledge of every
thing that happens, past, present and future. We have already
established that God, by the very fact that He inhabits
eternity, is not limited by time as we are. God is never taken
by surprise-He knows the end from the beginning.
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To summarise, God knows and is present at each and every
event wheresoever it takes place, and every event takes place
in the will of God-either because Be causes it or: because He
permits it.

THE ACTIVITIES OF GOD

From the point of view of human beings there are two main
activities of God with which we are most concerned.

First there is His work in keeping and controlling the uni
verse. Evidence of this is in the promise God gave to Noah,
'Seed time and harvest shall not fail' (Genesis 8 : 22). God
does not make promises which He cannot fulfil, or which are
outside His province. So the fact that He promised shows that
this is part of His activity. His hand is also in the affairs of
men and of nations. Romans 13 tells us that rulers are put
into power by God. In all history God is working out His
purposes. The prophecies of the future given to the Old
Testament prophets are another evidence. These were God's
plans for the future and their fulfilment shows God's workings.

The second of His main activities is found in history. From
the chapters of Genesis and in the whole of the Old Testament
we see God bringing into existence and preserving His own
people. He said to Abraham, 'I shall make of thee a great
nation.' Gradually biblical history crystallises into tracing out
the theme of the emergence and preservation of the Israelites,
the descendents of Abraham.

The very existence of the Jewish people in their distinct
form so that even today, thousands of years later, we can
identify and point with certainty to the race that started with
Abraham, is one clear external evidence that God exists-He
is 'He that keepeth Israel'.

Where today are the Edomites, the Amalakites, the
Ishmaelites, or even the more recent Babylonians?-dis
appeared, merged and mixed into the general race we call the
Arabs. That is the natural order of things, mankind spreads
and moves, races intermarry, are overwhelmed or absorbed
all except the Jewish race! They are God's separate people.

Secondly, God is calling out a spiritual people who are, of
course, the Christians-known collectively in the Scriptures
as the Church, the 'elect' or the 'sons of God'. 'As many as
received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of
God.' 'Moreover, whom He did predestinate, them He also
called.' People become Christians, are saved, by a deliberate •
act of God-by God expressing His will and drawing them
out of the world to Himself.

(Concluded on page 277)
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A Hearer
in Disguise
c. H. SPURGEON

A sermon preached on Sunday evening, July 31st,
1864, at the Metropolitan Tabernacle.

'And it was so, when Ahijah heard the sound of her feet, as
she came in at the door, that he said, Come in, thou wife of
Jeroboam; why feignest thou thyself to be another? for I am
sent to thee with heavy tidings' (l Kings 14 : 6).

Ahijah the prophet was blind. Did I not tell you this
morning that God's servants could be happy without the light
of the sun? If God should be pleased to deprive their natural
eyes of the pleasures of light their souls would not be without
joy, for as in the New Jerusalem, so in the renewed heart, 'the
glory of God doth lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof'.
Doubtless this was the case with that venerable prophet. He
was not like Moses, whose eye did not wax dim, and whose
natural strength did not abate; but his eyes were set with age;
the organs of vision had so decayed through the multitude of
his years that he could not see so much as a ray of light. Yet
doubtless when he could not look out of the windows, God
looked in; and when there was no beam coming in from the
sun, much light was darted in from heaven. What man of
modem times saw more than blind Milton? It were well for
us to feel the influence of that 'drop serene', and close our eyes
for ever, if we could but see such visions of God as Milton has
penned in his Paradise Lost and Paradise Regained. Here
is a fine picture for you. Behold the venerable prophet sitting
alone in his humble cottage; and yet not alone, because his
God is with him. Blind, but yet in the highest sense a seer,
looking into the invisible, and by faith beholding things which
we blind men who have our sight can never see; beholding
what eye hath not seen, and hearing what ear hath never heard.
This then may furnish a word of comfort at the outset to any
who are suffering under infirmity: Jesus can recompense you.
You are not the only persons who have been called so to
suffer; full many of your humble guild-the company of the
blind-have been gifted with spiritual sight. If you have lost
hearing, or the use of any of the members of your body,

•
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remember that no strange thing has happened to you but such
as is common to man. There is a way by which, in proportion
as your tribulations abound, so your consolations may abound
through Jesus Christ. Nay, these very privations which you
feel so sadly, which so loudly demand our sympathy, may by
God's love be transmuted into mercies, by a holy alchemy
which really turns iron into gold. He can turn your losses into
gains, and your curses into blessings.

Mark well this venerable prophet-a man so old as to have
survived the senses which give life its charm-is it not time for
him to die? Has he not outlived his usefulness when he is
made entirely dependent upon his fellow creatures, and a
burden to himself? Why does not the prophet's Master send
a convoy of angels to take the good man home? There he sits
without any apparent perception of the scenes transpiring
around him; surely, surely it is time for the Master to call him
away! But no, He does not. Ahijah must not die; he has
another message to deliver, and he is immortal till his work is
done. I have no doubt he sweetly slept after he had delivered
his last message, but not till then. Brethren and sisters, you
and I have no right to want to go to heaven till our work is
done. There is a desire to be with Christ which is not only
natural but spiritual; there is a sighing to behold His face,
which if a man be without I shall question if he be a Christian
at all; but to wish to be away from the battle before we win
the victory, and to desire to leave the field before the day is
over, were but lazy and listless; therefore let us pray God to
save us from it. Whitefield and a company of ministers were
talking together and expressing their desire to go to heaven.
Good Mr. Tennant was the only man who differed from them.
He said he did not wish to die; and he thought that if his
brother Whitefield would but consider for a time, he would not
wish to be gone either; for he said, if you hire a man to do a
day's work, and he is saying all the' day, 'I wish it were
evening, I wish it were time to go home', you would think,
'What a lazy fellow he is', and you would wish you had never
engaged him. 'So,' he said, 'I am afraid, it is nothing but our
idleness that often prompts us to desire to be away from our
work.' If there be a soul to win, let me stop until I have won
it. Truly some of us might summon up courage enough to say,
'1 would fain barter heaven for the glory of Christ, and not
only wait twenty years out of heaven if I may have twenty
years of glorifying Him the better, but wait out altogether if
I may outside heaven sing to Him sweeter songs, and
honour Him more than I can inside its walls; for outside
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heaven shall be heaven to me if it shall help me to glorify my
Lord and Master the better'. You have heard, I dare say, that
anecdote of good Mr. Whitefield, in his early ministry, lying
down, as he thought, to die in a high fever, and a poor negru
woman sitting by his side and tending him. In his sad
moments, Whitefield thought of dying, but the black woman
said, 'No, master Whitefield, you are not to die yet, there are
thousands of souls to bring to Christ, so keep up your spirits,
for you must live, and not die-your Master has yet work for
you to do'. All this comes to my mind as I think of that
venerable old prophet, sitting in his chair, waiting until he
shall have spoken to Jeroboam's wife; and then after that
ascending to his Father and his God-but not until his work
was done.

We have introduced to you Ahijah, the venerable prophet.
We must now address you upon an incident connected with his
closing ministry.

In our text we have before us an occasional hearer; secondly,
we observe a useless disguise; and thirdly, we listen to heavy
tidings.

1. We have before us, first of all, THE OCCASIONAL HEARER.

Jeroboam and his wife did not often go to hear Ahijah. They
were not people who went to worship Jehovah; they neither
feared God nor regarded His prophet. There may be some
such here tonight; you do not often come to a place of
worship. I am glad you are here now. It may be my Master
has sent me with tidings for you. Give earnest heed, I pray
you, that the tidings may be received and blessed. I am some
times tired of preaching to those who hear me every Sunday,
for I fear some of them never will be saved. They get hardened
by the gospel; all the blows of the hammer have only tended
to weld their hearts to their sins, and make them harder instead
of melting them. May God grant, however, that my fears may
be removed, and that some who have long resisted the wooings
of the gospel may yet yield. I have more hope of you occa
sional hearers; I know that when my Master has helped me to
cast the net on the right side of the ship I have taken some of
you. There are amongst those numbered with us some of the
best in the Church, and the most useful men in our society,
who were brought in by dropping into the place just as stray
hearers-passing by, perhaps, or coming out of curiosity; but '.
God knew who they were, knew how to adapt the sermon to
the case, and affect the heart with the Word. Now, here was
an occasional hearer; and we make the observation that this
occasional hearer was totally destitute of all true piety. Most
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occasional hearers are. Those who have true religion are not
occasional hearers. You will find that truly gracious persons
are diligent in the use of the means. Instead of thinking it a
toil to come up to the place of worship, I know there are some
of you who wish there were two Sundays in the week; and the
happiest times you ever have are when you are sitting in these
seats and joining in our sacred songs.

'Thine earthly Sabbaths, Lord, we love.'
There is no verse which gives you a better idea of heaven as
a place than that-

'Where congregations ne'er break up,
And Sabbaths have no end.'

Gracious souls love the place where God's honour dwelleth,
and the assembling of themselves together is always a blessed
thing to them; but occasional hearers are generally graceless
persons. I know how you spend your Sunday. There is the
morning: you are not up very early; it takes a long time to
dress on a Sunday morning; then follows the Sunday paper,
with the news of the week, that must be gone through. The
wife has been toiling hard all the morning with the dinner;
what do you care? Then there is the afternoon, when there is
a little more lolling about. Then in the evening there is the
walk. But the day, after all, is not very happy and comfort
able: and sometimes you have wished there were no Sundays
except that they give your body a little rest. You do not fear
God, nor do you care for His service. Nevertheless, I am glad
you have come here tonight for, who can tell?-my Lord, who
found out Jeroboam's wife, can find you out, and though it is
many a day since you darkened the walls of God's sanctuary,
this shall be the beginning of many such days to you; and who
can tell?-this may be your new-birthnight, when you shall
turn over a new leaf-nay, not turn over a new leaf, but get
a new book altogether, and find your name written in the
Lamb's Book of Life. -

The second remark about these occasional hearers is, that
when they do come, they very generally come because they are
in trouble. When Jeroboam's wife came and spoke to the
prophet, it was because the dear child was ill at home. I know
some occasional hearers who go to a place of worship as
people go to a chemist's shop; that is, when they want some-
thing because they do not feel quite right. Yes, your child is •
very sick. You have been watching all day, and you have
thought, 'I cannot stand it any longer, I will just walk out and
go to a place of worship tonight; I want something to cheer
me'. You have had such trials lately that your wife said to
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you, 'John, we must not keep on in this way any longer. It is
clear all we do ends without any prosperity. We put our money
into a bag which is full of holes. We spend it for that which is
not bread. We labour for that which doth not profit'. So you
have come here to see if the Lord may have a word of comfort
through His servant who speaks to you. I can only say you
are very welcome to come in, thou wife of Jeroboam. We are
as glad to see you as though you always came, and we do hope
that this sorrowful affliction may be overruled by God for your
lasting good. There are persons who profess to be atheists, but
their atheism is not very deep. Addison tells us of a man who,
on board ship in a storm, knelt down to pray, and expressed
his firm belief in a God. When he got ashore someone laughed
at him for it, and he challenged the man to a duel. They
fought together and the atheist fell wounded. When the blood
was flowing he believed there was a God, and he began to cry
to God with all his might to save him. The physician bound
up the wound. The man put the question to him-'Is it
mortal?' 'No,' he says, 'it is only a flesh wound'. Then said
the man, 'There is no God; I am a thorough atheist'. He
believed in God when he thought he was going to die: the
moment he felt himself better he returned to his unbelief.
A pretty religion that to live in, and a pretty religion to die
with! Your absence from God's house will do very well when
things go well with you: you can go out with a young wife to
dissipate in frivolity hours which should be sacred to worship;
but when sickness shall come-when affliction shall fall heavily
upon you-when you have trial after trial, and you yourself
begin to get grey with many cares, and feeble and helpless
with many years; and death comes near and casts his pale
shadow across your cheek; and strange thoughts, oblivious of
all around, come over you by day; and singular dreams which
throw you into the company of the long since dead, surprise
you by night; and fears and frights, and signs and calls, and
bodings of imagination, prove the wanderings and weakness
of your brain-then, but possibly not till then, you think of
going to the house of God. I am glad, therefore, if this trouble
has visited you early, or ever 'the grinders cease because they
are few, and those that look out of the windows be darkened';
and I am very glad that you have come to the house of God.
Come in, thou wife of Jeroboam, for I bear thee tidings from
the God of heaven tonight.

There is a third point: this woman would not have come
but that her husband sent her 011' the ground that he had heard
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Ahijah preach before. It was this prophet who took Jero
boam's mantle and rent it in pieces, and told him he was to be
king over the ten tribes. That message proved true; therefore
Jeroboam had confidence in Ahijah. There are some of you
who at times used to hear the gospel; you have not been of
late; but there were seasons when you did come up to God's
house-ay, and times when you used to tremble under God's
Word. If I am not mistaken, there are men and women here
tonight who once were conscience-stricken; the Word of God
used to come home to you with exceeding great power, and
make you tremble. Did you not even profess faith in Christ?
Why, some of you were very busy at revival meetings, trying
to bring others to tbe Saviour. But your religion was ljke
smoke out of the chimney, it has all blown away; like early
mist it was soon scattered when the sun had risen. Yet the
remembrance of these things sticks by you now; you cannot
help it-you feel there must be something in religion. The old
stings which were in your conscience have not been quite
extracted; therefore at the present moment you are quite
willing to listen to the Word; perhaps even hoping that it may
come with true power now, and that you may after all be
saved. I wish I could wake the echoes of the slumbering
consciences of some of you! 0 that I could recall the days of
your youth, the times of your boyhood and girlhood, when you
went up to the assembly of the saints to keep holy day. Those
things you cannot quite forget. I pray that such remembrances
may often turn your feet towards the place of worship.

We have brought out three points of character: they were
persons of no piety; in trouble they sought the prophet; and
they had confidence in him because they had heard him preach
before; but there is one more point: they had one godly
member of their family, and that brought them to see the
prophet. Their child was sick and ill, and it was that which
led them to enquire at the hands of the Lord. I hope there is
no family here which has tbe misfortune to be without a
believer in it. You, man, have no fear of God; but strange to
say, the Lord has taken one out of your family to be a witness
for Him. That daughter of yours, you sometimes jeer at her,
but you know you value her. You used to send her to the
Sunday-school just to get rid of her, but the Lord met with
her; and what a comfort she has been to you! how glad she
has made your heart, though you do not tell her so! Perhaps
the godly one in the family is like this young Abijah in the
text, he is sick and near to die. You can recollect, though you
do not fear God, how the darling boy was sick! how you sat

..
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by his little bed, and took his hand in yours, when it was
scarcely anything but skin and bone! how he prayed for you
at night, that God would save father and mother, and take
them to heaven! and how, just as he died, he looked out on
you with those bright eyes so soon to be filmed in death, and
said, 'Father, will you not follow me?' Since that time you
have often felt that something is beckoning you up yonder;
and though you have gone on forsaking God and despising
holy things, yet still there is a little link between you and
heaven which is not snapped yet, and you sometimes feel it
tugging at your heart. I pray God it may tug so hard tonight,
that your heart may go up to God and lay hold of Jesus the
Saviour of sinners. What joy it causes me to think that God
does call one out of a godless household, because where there
is one there is sure to be another before long. It is like putting
a light into the midst of stubble, there will soon be a blaze.
I have hope of a family when one child is converted, for grace
is like precious ointment, it spreads a perfume all around. When
a box of fragrant spice is put into a room, the perfume soon
fills the entire chamber, then creeps silently up the stairs into
the upper rooms, and ceases not its work until it has filled the
whole house. So when there is true grace in a house, the Holy
Spirit blesses its hallowed power, till even the lodgers and family
acquaintances begin to feel the influence of it. Is it your one
praying child that has brought you here tonight? May God
grant that he may be the means of bringing you to heaven
as well.

But there is one sad reflection which should alarm the
occasional hearer. Though Jeroboam's wife did come to the
prophet that once, and heard tidings, yet she and her husband
perished after all. Oh! if there were the register kept of the
many thousands who come inside the Tabernacle gates and
listen to our voice, I am afraid-I am sadly afraid it would be
found that there were many who did hear the tidings, and did
tremble at them, too, who nevertheless contemned the counsels
of the Most High, turned not at His rebuke, went on in their
sin, and perished without hope. Shall it be so with any of you?
Are you to be fagots in hell? Will you make your bed among
the flames? My hearers, will you die without God and without
hope? Will you leap into the black unknown with no bright
promise of the Saviour to cheer you in the thick darkness?
May God prevent it! May He be pleased to bring you to
Christ the rock of your salvation, that you may depend upon
Him with your whole heart.
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While thus speaking about the occasional hearer, an idea
haunts my mind that I have been drawing somebody's
portrait. I think there are some here who have had their
character and conduct sketched out quite accurately enough
for them to know who is meant. Do remember that if the
description fits you, it is meant for you: and if you yourself have
been described, do not look about among your neighbours,
and say, 'I think this is like somebody else'. If it is like you,
take it home to yourself, and God send it into the centre of
your conscience, so that you cannot get rid of it.

n. Our second consideration is the USELESS DISGUISE.

Jeroboam's wife thought to herself, 'If I go to see Ahijah, as
he knows me to be the wife of Jeroboam, he is sure to speak
angrily, and give me very bad news'. Strange to tell, though
the poor old gentleman was blind, she thought it necessary to
put on a disguise. So she doffed her best garment, and put on
a countrywoman's russet gown, and away she went. She left
the sceptre and crown behind, and took a basket, as though
she had just come from market. In this basket she did not put
gold, jewels, and silver, but a present such as a farmer's wife
might bring; there were loaves, and cracknels, and a crose of
honey. And as she went along, she thought, 'The old gentle
man will not know me'. She travelled through her own
dominions, and nobody knew her; she went into the neigh
bouring dominions of Judah as far as Shiloh; and she pleased
her imagination with the thought, 'How I shall deceive him;
I will ask him a question, as if I were a ploughman's wife; he
will not know who I am, he will be pleased with my present,
and prophesy soft things concerning my child'. How great
was her surprise! No sooner did the blind prophet hear her
footsteps than he said, 'Come in, thou wife of Jeroboam; why
feignest thou thyself to be another for I am sent to thee with
heavy tidings?' How she started back with astonishment! She
had deceived hundreds who were ble"ssed with eyes, but here
was a man who could not be deceived, but found her out
before she had opened her lips, and recognised her before she
had time to test her sorry artifice, or tell her subtle tale
'Come in, thou wife of Jeroboam'.

I do not suppose there is anybody comes here disguised as
to dress tonight, though such things may happen. The work
ing man, who is afraid he shall be laughed at if he be known,
may come here in disguise. Now and then a clergyman may
come in, who would not be very comfortable in his conscience
if it were known he did such a thing, and so he does not show
himself exactly in his wonted garb. Notwithstanding whoever
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you may be, disguised or not, it is of no use where God's
gospel is preached. It is a quick discerner, and will find out
the thoughts and intents of the heart. It will search you out
and unmask your true character, disguise yourself as you may.
Many who come to God's house not disguised in dress, but
still disguised in manner and appearance. How good you all
look! When we sing and you take your books, how heavenly
minded! And when we pray, how reverent you are! How
your heads are all bowed! -your eyes covered with your
hands! I do not know what you all say in your hats when you
come in, and I should not like to know. I do not know how
much praying there is when you sit in a devout posture, though
you assume the attitude and compose your countenance as those
who draw near to supplicate the Lord: I am afraid there are
many of you who do not pray a word or present a petition,
though you assume the posture of suppliants. When the sing
ing is going on there are many who never sing a word with the
spirit and the understanding. In the house of God I am afraid
there are many who wear a mask, stand as God's people stand,
sit as they sit, pray as they pray, and sing as they sing, and all
the while what are you doing? Some of you have been attend
ing to your children while we have been singing tonight. Some
of you have been casting up your ledger, attending to your
farms, scheming about your carpentering and bricklaying; yet
all the while if we had looked into your faces we might have
thought you were reverently worshipping God. Oh! those
solemn faces, and those reverent looks, they do not deceive
the Most High God. He knows who and what you are. As
you are in His house, He sees you as clearly as men see
through glass. As for hiding from the Almighty, how can you
hide yourself from Him? As well attempt to hide in a glass
case, for all the world is a glass case before God. When you
look into a glass beehive, you can see the bees and everything
they do: such is this world, a sort of glass beehive in which
God can see everything. The eyes of God are on you con
tinually; no veil of hypocrisy can screen you from Him. There
may be some among you who occasionally sit here, some
members of this Church who after all may feign to be other
than they are. It is a melancholy and a most solemn reflection
that there are many who profess to be Christians who are not
Christians. There was a Judas among the twelve; there was a
Demas among the early disciples; and we must always expect
to find chaff on God's floor mingled with the wheat. I have
tried, the Lord knows, to preach as plainly and as much home
to the mark as I could, to sift and try you; but for all that the
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hypocrite will come in. After the most searching ministry,
there are still some who will wrap themselves about with a
mantle of deception. Though we cry aloud and spare not, and
bid you lay hold on eternal life, yet, alas! how many are
content with a mere name to live and are dead. Many come
here and even hold office in the Church, yea, the minister
himself may even preach the Word, and after all be hollow
and empty. How many who dress and look fair outside are,
as John Bunyan said, only fit to be tinder for the devil's tinder
box, for they are all dry and sere within! God save us from
a profession if it be not real. I pray that we may know the
worst of our case. If I must be damned, I would sooner go to
hell unholy than as a hypocrite; that back-door to the pit is
the thing I dread most of all. Oh! to sit at the Lord's table,
and to drink of the cup of devils! to be recognised among
God's own here, and then to find one's own name left out
when he reads the muster-roll of His servants! oh! what a
portion for eternity. I bid you tear off this mask, and if the
grace of God is not in you, I pray you go into the world where
will be your fitting place, and abstain from joining the Church,
if you are not really a member of the body of Christ. You see
why I urge this: because no dressing up, however neatly it
may be done, can conceal us from God. Oh! how some who
have been fair on earth have been startled when they thought
they were going into heaven! They had their foot almost on
the doorstep, but the angel came and said, 'Get thee gone, thou
wife of Jeroboam; I know thee whom thou art; thou couldst
deceive the minister; thou couldst deceive the deacons; thou
couldst get baptised and join the Church; but thou canst not
enter here. Get thee gone; thy portion is with the filthy in the
pit of hell'. 0, may he never say this to you and me; but may
we all be so real here that he may say, 'Come, ye blessed of
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world'. 'Thou, God, seest me!' Write that
on the palm of thy hand, and look at it; wake up in the morn
ing with it; sleep with it before you on your curtains. 'Thou,
God, seest me! '

'0 may this thought possess my breast,
Where'er I rove, where'er I rest,
Nor let my weaker passions dare
Consent to sin, for God is there! '

Ill. Now we come to a close with a few words upon the
HEAVY TIDINGS.

The woman stood amazed as the prophet proceeded to
expose the iniquity of her husband's house, the certain judg-
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ment which God would execute, and the terrible disgrace with
which the name of Jeroboam should be execrated, because
they had revolted from God and set up for themselves the
calves of Baal. As for the child, respecting whom she had
come to enquire, he should die. That death was the quenching
of a bright spark in the heart of the parents, but none the less
a mercy for the youth. 'All Israel shall mourn for him and
bury him: for he only of Jeroboam shall come to the grave,
because in him there is found some good thing toward the
Lord God of Israel in the house of Jeroboam.' Let me linger
on this part of the narrative a moment. In that wicked house
there was one bright gem upon which the Lord put a high
value. The lad was taken from the evil to come. The kindness
of the Lord appeared in his death, while all the judgments
were reserved for his father's family. Do I not speak to some
of you, ungodly persons, who have lost your little children,
and while you wept bitter tears as you carried them to the
grave, you said, 'Well, he is better off'; or, 'she sleeps in
Jesus'? Did you never think, that as for you, ye are worse off?
Ye have no hope, and are living without God in the world.
Let us picture Jeroboam and his wife at the tent of their
son, Abijah. There was everything to cheer the heart as to
him who had departed; but everything to fill the soul with
gloom concerning those who remained. The like has been the
case at the funerals of your gracious little ones. We need shed
no tears over the bier. Let us keep our lamentations for the
mourners who attend the funeral. Ah! but ye may make the
reflections all your own. You, too, have been without the
gates of the city to carry your offspring to the spot in God's
acre where they now slumber. Did you think in that mournful
hour that the first fruits of your household was holy unto the
Lord? We never cease to wonder that the young should die.
Yet it has ever been so; and well indeed can I believe that
mercy of a sweet-smelling savour is to be found in those dis
pensations of God's providence which so often darken the
windows of our heart, and wither the fairest buds in our
garden. Where of old did Death strike its first dart? Did it
pierce the heart of Adam the sinner, or smite down the relent
fess Cain? Nay, but righteous Abel was the first of men who
departed from earth, to be absent from the body and present
with the Lord. Even so have ye, full many of you, committed
your children to the dust, in an assured hope for them, accord
ing to the Word of the Lord; a hope which ye cannot cherish
for yourselves. 0 sinners, be chary of your tears, your sighs,
and your groans; pour them not out with such profuseness as

r
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a libation at the graves of those who sleep in Jesus and are
blest. Ye will need them all for your own souls presently.
Take ye up a lamentation for your own doom. Except ye
repent, your funerals, 0 ungodly ones, will call for shrill notes
of endless despair.

Let me pause. I have glad tidings to preach to some of you
before I yet again deliver these heavy tidings to those who
despise the Word.

Is there one soul here that desires to be saved? Sinner, I
have glad tidings for thee. Here are the words, 'Whosoever
will ,let him come and take of the water of life freely'. Though
thou hast been a drunkard or a swearer, though thou hast been
a whoremonger or a thief, yet there is salvation for any man
who comes to Jesus Christ for it. And if the Spirit of God
moves thee to come now,

'Let not conscience make you linger;
Nor of fitness fondly dream:

All the fitness He requireth,
Is to feel your need of Him:

This He gives you;
'Tis His Spirit's rising beam.'

Thou sayest, 'How can I go to Christ?' It is no great effort;
it is in fact the absence of all effort. Thou hast not to climb
to heaven to reach Him, nor to travel to the ends of the earth
to find Him; never doubt, if the Holy Spirit be with thee, thou
mayst find Him tonight. The way to be saved is simply to
trust Christ. Jesus Christ took the guilt of His people and
carried it Himself. If thou trustest Him, thou shalt have peace,
for Jesus took thy sin. An old servant was once carrying a
large bough of a tree to have it cut into pieces to make a fire.
A little boy, one of the family, seeing the end of it dragging
along the ground and making it very heavy, came and took
hold of the end, and the burden grew light. Then said the
servant, 'Ah! master Frank, I wish you could take hold of one
end of the greater burden that I have to carry-I have a
burden of sin; the more I drag it about, the heavier it becomes;
I wish Jesus Christ would take hold of one end of it'. The little
boy said, 'My mother told me, yesterday, that Jesus Christ
carries all our sins, therefore, you do not want Jesus Christ to
drag one end of it, He will take the whole of it'. The poor
woman, who had been long seeking rest, found it by that
remark of the child. Yes, Jesus does take your sins. If thou
trustest Christ, this is the evidence that all thy sins are laid
on Him.
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Sinner, nothing do,
Either great or small;
Jesus did it, did it aU,
Long, long ago.'

Thy salvation is finished by Christ if thou believest. Not only
the first strokes, but the finishing touch Christ has given. The
bath thou shalt wash in, He has filled it; the robe thou shalt
wear, He has woven it; the crown thou shalt wear, He has
bought it; the heaven thou shalt inhabit, He has prepared it.
'It is finished!' All thou hast to do is to wear it. Take it and
wear it. Accept it as a gift of His free grace. May God bring
thee into such a mind that thou mayst be willing to receive it.
And if thou art willing so to receive it, take it, take it, and go
thy way rejoicing. Thus you see, I bring good tidings to
seekers.

But I have a heavy message for some of you. Let me deliver
it as in the sight of God, with deep solemnity of purpose.
Sinner, unrepenting sinner, I have heavy tidings for thee. Thou
art now under God's wrath. The wrath of God abideth on
Thee. It is not as though a tempest hovered in the sky: it has
gathered round thy devoted head! 'God is angry with the
wicked every day.' Sinner, God has bent His bow and made
it ready, and fitted His arrow to the string, and He has pointed
it at you. He has furbished His sword and made it sharp, and
it is sharp for you. 0 barren fig-tree, the axe is laid at thy
root! God even now looks upon thee with anger as thou dost
offend against Him and sin with a high hand. Turn thee! turn
thee! for it is either turn or bum! and God give thee to turn
lest thou burn for ever. I have worse tidings still, as thou wilt
think. There is speedy death for thee. I know not how long
you may live; but out of this vast assembly there is every
probability that one or two of us will be in eternity before next
Sunday. You can calculate that as well as I can. There is
a certain number of deaths in the population every week; here
are several thousands gathered here, some six or seven
thousand immortal souls; and we may die; but there are some
of us who must die. It is rarely a week passes without a death
of someone in this Church, much more in the congregation.
I suppose I never did address the same assembly twice, and
never shall; and though you were all willing to come next
Sunday, yet there would be some of you who could not come
because you will have appeared at the bar of God. Prepare to
meet your God. There is no cholera abroad, but death has
other weapons. The fever sleeps, but the gates to the grave
are many, and you may pass through one of them before ever
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you are aware of it. Prepare! prepare! because He will do
this. 'Prepare to meet thy God, 0 Israel!' I have heavy
tidings for some of you. I give you warning to set your house
in order, for you must die and not live. I speak now pro
phetically, of some here present; let them take heed unto their
ways lest the day of grace pass and they die ere they have
thought of Christ.

I have heavier tidings still. After death the judgment. First
comes the skeleton king; and then hell followeth him. Oh! is it
true that some of us may be in hell before another week?
True! alas! too true! I do conjure you then-since there is
this possibility, nay, since there is an absolute certainty that
ere long, except we repent, we shall all likewise perish-I do
conjure you think upon your eternal state. By the wrath of
God, and by the love of God; by your own soul, and by the
value of it; by heaven and its joys, which you will lose; by hell .
and its torments, which you must endure; by the blood of
Jesus; by the groans and sweat of the Redeemer who delights
to receive sinners, and who declares that any who come to
Him He will in no-wise cast out. I pray you, as your brother
and your friend, fly, fly, fly to Jesus! May the Lord help you
to trust Him now. There, just as you are, flat before the cross,
sinner, no stopping, no waiting, no preparing; come to Jesus
all in your dishabille, all black and filthy, just as you are.
'Mercy's gate is never shut, Jesus' heart is never hard.' His
blood shall never lose its power. Do thou trust Him, trust
Him, trust Him, and we will meet in heaven to praise His
name, world without end. Amen.

(Concluded from page 263)

The natural and spiritual calling are parallels. A Jew is a
Jew because he was born such, nothing can unmake him a
Jew, and, in the last analysis, his membership of that race
has nothing to do with him. None of us chooses our country,
nation or home of birth. So it is with the spiritual calling.
Christians are born again into Christ because God has willed
it so, not because they decided to be. 'Which were born, not
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man,
but of God.'

•



278 The Gospel Magazine

Doctrinal Definitions
PAUL TUCKER

mE DEVICES OF THE DEVIL

Following our Lord's baptism we are told that He was
led by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of
the devil. The dove was followed by the devil, and what was
true in our Lord's own experience is true of every believer.
We cannot commit ourselves entirely and unreservedly to
the Lord Jesus Christ without the devil contesting our
discipleship. We must all meet him and therefore to be
forewarned is to be forearmed.

It seems from the teaching of the Bible that the devil
approaches the child of God in two different ways. Some
times he comes with the fierceness and power of a lion, a
frontal assault, see 1 Pet. 5: 8. There is this bold attack,
there is the overwhelming temptation and before we have
time to think or consider, we are almost engulfed by that
particular temptation and we say, if only we had known or
been aware that the devil was going to spring that upon us
we would l1ave been prepared. But there is another way in
which the devil comes upon us. It is not the frontal attack,
it is the flank movement. He comes not only with the fierce
ness of the lion but with the subtlety of the serpent. This
devil is set forth as an angel of light, as one who can come
with a mesmeric approach, fascinate us, beguile us, ensnare
us, deceive us, until before we know what is happening, we
are caught up in the vortex of his worldly suggestions, and
we find we have succumbed to the wiles of the devil. In hi
original state in heaven, Lucifer possessed great wisdom.
When he was cast out of heaven and came down to earth,
though he lost his original beauty and innocence and
heavenly status, he did not lose his wisdom. But it has been
perverted and corrupted. He is not all-wise, but he is very
wise and very crafty and cunning, therefore he is able to
deceive and delude not only the ungodly but also the
believer. See 2 Cor. 11 : 3, 14.

If you would be warned against the subtlety, the cunning,
the craft of the serpent, then go back to Gen. 3, because the
way in which he beguiled Eve is really in principle tl1e way
in which he still tries to beguile the children of God. He began
with the tree of knowledge of good and evil. God gave a

..
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warning with regard to this tree in Gen. 2 : 17. The serpent
comes and he injects distrust into Eve's mind. He brings dis
credit upon the Word of God, Gen. 3 : 1. Eve was dependent
upon Adam for the knowledge of what God had spoken,
because in Gen. 2, it was to Adam that God spoke. Later on
in the chapter we read of the creation of the woman. Having
insinuated that doubt concerning the authority of God's
Word, the devil went further, for he contradicted God's
Word (v. 4). The devil's wiles are just the same in our own
day; he is seeking by devious means to inject into our minds
a distrust of the authority and reliability of Holy Scripture.
He does it by various means. Never allow any thought to
remain in your mind that would entertain a doubt concerning
the authority of God's Word. Once we deny any part of
divine revelation we are unanchored, we are adrift on the
turbulent sea of philosophy and human ideas. The Lord Jesus
Christ has said concerning this Book 'Heaven and earth shall
pass away but My words shall not pass away'. The Scripture
cannot be broken. How did our Lord Himself meet the devil
in the wilderness? Did He meet the devil by weaving a new
philosophy in His own mind? We know how He met the old
enemy. He met him on the basis of God's Word and every
time the tempter assailed our Lord He replied 'It is written,
it is written, it is written'. We are utterly dependent upon his
Word. It tells us the truth about our own condition, what we
are by nature (lee. 17: 9; Pro. 28 : 26). It tells us about God's
provision for sinners like ourselves (1 John I : 7). It tells us
the truth about the great enemy we have to face (1 Pet. 5 : 8;
2 Cor. 11 : 14). It tells us of victory over all our foes (1 John
2: 14).

Not only did the devil undermine the authority of God's
Word but he tried to get Eve to distrust the love of God.
'Hath God said ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?'
The devil knew that God never said 'that about every tree of
the garden. There was just one test of love and obedience on
man's part; that he should not touch one tree. The serpent
came and almost suggested in his question that God had
prohibited His creatures from eating of any of the trees. And
then, having aroused a suspicion in the mind of Eve, the devil
went on to say, 'For God doth know that in the day ye eat
thereof, then your eyes shall be opened and ye shall be as •
gods, knowing good and evil'. In other words, said the serpent,
God is depriving you of something. He has hedged you about
with petty restrictions. He knows that if you partake of that
particular tree, then you will be like Him, you will have an
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enlarged knowledge and a greater capacity to enjoy yourself
and God does not want you to enjoy yourself. God does not
really love you or else He would not treat you like this. And
so there was this suggestion to Eve that God's love was not a
real and precious thing, was not a living thing in her exper
ience. And this wile of the devil is still foremost in his
approach to people in the world today. He is still persuading
poor deluded men and women that if they really want to
enjoy life they must somehow act independently of God, they
must live their own life and go their own way; that God is
really depriving them of something. How many there are who
imagine that if you become a Christian then that is the end
of all fun, of all joy and pleasure. We know the epithets that
are sometimes flung at Christians. They are spoken of as kill
joys, spoil-sports, narrowminded, puritanical, weeping-Jere
miahs. If you come under a code of morals like the Ten
Commandments, how restricting they are, how binding; there
is no kind of real pleasure in that kind of life! It all goes back
to Genesis 3 and to this delusion of the devil, that a man can
sow to the flesh and yet somehow in the end enjoy himself.
Whereas history and experience and the Word of God join in
telling us 'Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap'
and 'He that soweth to the flesh shall reap corruption'.

What happened when Eve listened to the wiles of the devil?
She and her husband lost everything! They lost communion
with God and inner purity. The only thing they kept was a
dread of God, a craven fear of God. They ran and hid them
selves. And what happens at the end of life when people live
to the world, the flesh and the devil? When they come and
stand before God, stripped of all their outward veneer, in
spiritual nakedness, what will they have but a terrifying fear?
But what a reward is there for those who go God's way, those
who seek to do God's will and humbly seek to follow the Lord
Jesus Christ! There is immediate reward of great joy and
peace in the heart. We are so made that we find our highest
fulfilment and largest joy and greatest liberty in doing the will
of God from the heart. So when the devil would try to under
mine your faith in God's Word, when he would try to tell you
that God does not want the best for you-you put on the
Gospel armour and wear it. Put on the helmet of salvation
that your mind may be shielded from the insinuations of the
enemy. Put on the breastplate of righteousness that your
heart may be kept from unworthy desires and unworthy

(Concluded on page 288)



The Gospel Magazine 281

Truth Fallen
in the Street

PHILALETHES

Being the substance of a sermon recently preached.
The preacher may choose to deal with a certain text or

particular theme for anyone of a variety of reasons. His own
understanding of a passage of scripture may have been aided
by the writings of another and he will therefore want his
people to benefit from his own enlightenment. On the other
hand, he may have reviewed his preaching over previous
months and found that some doctrines or themes were receiv
ing an inordinate amount of attention to the neglect of
others. Or the choice made may have been the result of his own
observations! The particular needs of his own people as he
visits in their homes and becomes privy to all their hopes and
fears; the crying sins of the nation at large which must be
rebuked on the authority of God's word; the rising tide of
iniquity that must be stemmed or the infidelity of God's people
which must not go unchallenged.

It is for this latter reason that we draw attention to Isaiah
chapter 59 and to the 14th verse in particular. The inspired
prophet is bringing a stinging indictment against the nation,
making it abundantly clear that their sins were the cause of
their calamities. Among the sins enumerated by Isaiah, we
have repeated reference to the sin of falsehood, the sin of
lying. Notice the repetition in vv. 4, 13, 14 and IS! Truth no
longer walked upright in the nation. No longer walked abroad
unmolested. No more did truth hold its head erect. No! Truth
had fallen in the street! Truth had ceased! And we have been
constrained to adopt this text on this occasion because in
recent months we have become increasingly appalled at the
tremendous facility with which some professing Christians can
tell the most blatant lies!

What is a lie? A lie is afly statement, true or false, which is
calculated to deceive. It is possible to make a wrong or
inaccurate statement without telling a lie because there was
no intention to deceive. But it is also possible, unhappily, to
make a true statement which nevertheless does deceive
especiaHy if it is accompanied by certain 'looks' or gestures.
There are, of course, no such things as 'white-lies' or 'half-
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truths'. A lie is a lie whatever its 'colour' and a half-truth is a
whole lie. In your leisure time you may wish to consider what
relationship exaggeration bears to this!

Now the position we shall maintain here is that under no
circumstances can the child of God connive at lying; that he
is absolutely bound to a scrupulous recognition and mainten
ance of the truth and that words like 'prevarication' and its
cognates stink in the nostrils of God. One of the old puritans
has well said, 'Sin has many tools but a lie is the handle of
them all.'

The Child of God cannot be party to a lie because:

1. A lie is contrary to the nature of God.
(a) God the Father is described repeatedly as the God of

Truth. Notice the double mention in Isaiah 65: 16 alone!
When we answer the question, 'What is God?' we say, 'God
is a Spirit, infinite, eternal and unchangeable in His being,
wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness and truth.

Truth is one of the Divine Attributes, an essential part of
the nature of God. Thomas Watson says, 'God can as well
part with His deity as with His verity. God can as well cease
to be God as cease to be true.'

Do you remember the word that the Lord put into the
mouth of Balaam? 'God is not a man, that He should lie;
neither the son of man that He should repent: hath He said
and shall He not do it? or hath He spoken and shall He not
make it good?' (Numbers 23: 16, 19). Or again, there are
those wonderful words recorded in Exodus 34 : 6. Moses is
waiting to receive the Law for the second time and he hears
the proclamation of the Lord thus: 'The Lord, The Lord God,
merciful and gracious, long-suffering and abundant in good
ness and truth.

Now, what the Old Testament teaches so clearly, the New
Testament abundantly confirms. See Titus 1 : 1, 2 and com
pare Hebrews 6: 18!

(b) God the Son described Himself as the Way, the Truth
and the Life. John, the beloved disciple, when describing the
Word made flesh, says, 'We beheld His glory ... full of
grace and truth. Consider too, what Jesus had to say about
His 'reason for being' (John 18 : 37). Christ was Truth per
sonified!

(c) God the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth. Jesus
promised that His desciples should not be left orphans and
added that another comforter would come, even the Spirit of
Truth (John 14: 17). That same Spirit of Truth would testify
of Christ (15: 26) and would lead the disciples into all truth

..,
I
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(16: 13). When Ananias and Sapphira lied to the Holy Ghost
-the Spirit of Truth-they forfeited their lives.

Thus are we taught concerning the nature of God
Father, Son and Holy Spirit-that He is the God of all Truth.

On the other hand, we must notice one of the Biblical
descriptions of the devil (John 8 : 44). 'He was a murderer
from the beginning and abode not in the truth, because there
is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his
own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.'

n. A lie is contrary to ~he character of the Word of God.
The Bible contains many descriptions of itself penned by

men under the inspiration of God. Thus the psalmist says,
'The Law of the Lord is perfect . .. the Testimony of the Lord
is sure . . .' Paul writes, 'The Law is holy and the command
ment holy, just and good.' But when Jesus Christ describes
that word in His High-Priestly prayer, He says, 'Thy Word
is Truth.' It doesn't simply enunciate truth; it is, in and of
itself, tru th!

Enshrined in that word we have the Moral Law and we
recall the prohibition in the ninth commandment. 'Thou shalt
not bear false witness.' Here, of course, we must anticipate the
objection of one who glibly quotes, 'We are no longer under
law but under grace', and who proceeds to misunderstand the
true Biblical concept of law. What, we may ask, is the differ
ence between Moses saying to the children of Israel, 'Thou
shalt not bear false witness', and Paul writing to the Colossians
and Ephesians thus: 'Lie not one to another, seeing that ye
have put off the old man with his deeds; and have put on the
new man which is renewed in knowledge after the image of
Him that created him' and 'Wherefore, putting away lying,
speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are mem
bers one of another'?

One of the means by which Paul- approved himself as a
minister of God was by the word of truth. He told the Ephes
ians that the gospel of their salvation was the word of truth.
Speaking of the hope laid up in heaven, he reminds the
Colossians that they had been introduced to that hope by the
Word of the Truth of the Gospel. And James, that stalwart
of the faith, emphasises that we have been begotten by the
Word of Truth.

Let us carefully notice the tremendous biblical emphasis
upon truth, especially in connection with God's word as
Truth. On the other hand, the devil's word is a lie. By a lie
he seduced our first parents in the garden and therefore a lie
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has been instrumental in effecting the fall of mankind into an
estate of sin and misery.

Ill. A lie is contrary to the personality of the child of God.
God expects His children, because they are His children, to

tell the truth. 'Surely they are my people, children that will
not lie' (Isaiah 63 : 8). The child of God obeys the injunction.
'Buy the truth and sell it not.' He goes into the spiritual con
flict with his loins girt about with truth. He constantly bears
in mind David's great penitential psalm and repeats those
words: 'Thou desirest truth in the inward parts.' It is inter
esting to follow the argument of the apostle John in this
connection, as he develops it in his first epistle. If we say we
have no sin, we are self-deceived and the truth is not in us
(1 : 8). But can we judge whether we are of the truth or no?
Says John (3 : 18 and 19), '... let us not love in word, neither
in tongue; but in deed and in truth. And hereby we know that
we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him.'

Someone has said that a man tells a lie when his fear of
man is greater than his fear of God. And Pythagoras, asked
when men are like God, replied, 'When they speak truth.'

IV. A lie is contrary to the perfection of the abode of God.
Heaven, let it be said, is the home of truth! Zechariah says,

'Jerusalem shall be called a city of truth', and John hag
some very stern things to say in the Apocalypse about liars
in relation to the New Jerusalem. They will be excluded along
with the abominable company that they keep! 'The fearful,
and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers and
whoremongers and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall
have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brim
stone which is the second death' (21 : 8). 'And there shall in
no wise enter into it anything that defileth, neither whatsoever
worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are
written in the Lamb's book of life' (21 : 27).

May God in His great mercy, grant that we shall be afraid
to tell a lie, that we shall conduct ourselves as children of the
truth, destined for the abode of truth, guided and fed by the
Word of Truth, and reverently and joyfully worshipping the
God of Truth!
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THE BEATITUDES. Thomas Watson. Banner of Truth
Trust. 307 pp. £1.20.

This is, in every sense, a really outstanding book. Watson
was one of the Puritans ejected by t.he Act of Uniformity in
1662 and was not only a first-rate preacher but a very lively
writer. Indeed, he is one of the most easily-read of the Puri
tans and had the knack of saying everything in a pithy and
concise manner.

We have always felt indebted to the Banner for having
given us Watson's Body of Divinity, The Lord's Prayer and
The Ten Commandments and now that debt has been in
creased with this additional gem.

One can see immediately that Watson did not subscribe to
anything like the absurd modern theory that such parts of
scripture as the Law, the Lord's prayer and the Beatitudes
are not related to the Church. For Watson, these portions of
the Word were particularly precious and were obvious pas
sages for exposition.

This volume opens with a helpful introduction where the
author, speaking of the sermon on the mount in general,
describes the preacher as the best of preachers, an intelligent
preacher, a powerful, successful and lawful preacher. He
closes the chapter with exhortations to ministers of the Word
and to the flock of God.

Watson takes the Beatitudes themselves in easy stages and
sets forth his teaching lucidly and powerfully. For example,
when he deals with the 'poor in spirit' he first of all makes
various observations and then expounds the meaning of the
term. Then he shows why Christians must be poor in spirit
and, in a really delightful section, shows that poverty of spirit
is true riches. The question, How we may know we are poor
in spirit, is next dealt with and the chapter ends with four
persuasions to be poor in spirit. The succeeding chapter deals
with the kingdom belonging to those who are the poor in
spirit.

All Watson's writings are full of illustrations and though
some are quaint, they are generally very telling.

The book comes to a fitting climax in an exposition of 1
John 5: 3, 'His commandments are not grievous.' His reason
for writing this appendix is stated by the author in these
words: 'You have seen what Christ calls for-povert~ of
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spirit, pureness of heart, meekness, mercifulness, cheerfulness
in suffering persecution, etc. Now that none may hesitate or
be troubled at these commands of Christ, I thought good (a
a closure to the former discourse) to take off the surmises and
prejudices in men's spirits by this sweet, mollifying scripture,
"His commandments are not grievous".'

In working his way through the Beatitudes, Watson has
much to say to all kinds of people. He speaks to the saint,
addresses the ungodly, demonstrates the place of Law, gives
serious warnings about so-called 'death-bed repentance',
opposes anti-nomianism, describes the dignity of the minis
terial office and in everything seeks to glorify the Saviour.

The great problem for preachers wiU be to limit themsel e
to quoting Watson and to avoid downright plagiarism!

If any of our readers are repulsed by much of the nonsense
written in many modern 'tracts', let them turn to this 17th
century preacher to see how sinners ought to be addressed!
Indeed we have no hesitation in recommending this book a a
gift for an unconverted friend who is a seriou reader.
Watson's appeals to the unsaved are simply powerful and he
loses no opportunity to address them.

After receiving such blessing from the book, the re iewer
almost feels that any criticism, however slight, \ ould be a e
indeed. But this after all is a review and not a eulogy! The
book is beautifully produced but some spelling errors have
crept in not only to the book itself but also to the publisher'
blurb. Obsolete words, obscure quotations and not-so-famou
people, etc., are explained in footnotes. These are generall
very helpful though one wonders why we have Theocritus
identified (p. 55) but are told nothing about Scipio, Croesu
and Solon who are mentioned on the same page!

We are hopeful that Watson's writings will long continue
to be popular and that this particular volume will be a best
seller for the Trust.

COLOSSIANS AND PHILEMON. Wm. Hendriksen. Banner
of Truth Trust. 243 pp. £1.20.

Like the volume previously reviewed, this book has been
written by one who rejoices in the full inspiration of the Word
of God, who writes very much from a pastoral view-point
and has produced a commentary which will enrich those
willing to invest a little time and effort in it.

Though the dust-cover simply announces 'Colossians', this
is an exposition of both that epistle and Philemon. It bears
the Hendriksen stamp right through with its fairly detailed
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introduction, copious foot-notes, diagrams and masterly grasp
of the original languages and contemporary criticism.

The publishers' blurb rightly calls attention to the author's
handling of the doctrine of Christ's headship since that doc
trine receives such a careful and satisfying treatment. Indeed,
the manner in which the entire commentary succeeds in mag
nifying the Saviour is a cause for profound gratitude. Nothing
further from a dry, barren comment could be imagined and
we are happy that the high standards produced in Hendrik
sen's other New Testament commentaries have been main
tained here.

It is highly likely that the comment on some passages will
provide occasion for debate and discussion. On chapter
2 : 2 and 3 for example, Hendriksen says that 'divine wisdom,
in a sense far more exalted than human wisdom, devises,
plans, guides, directs. It is original, creative. It does what no
other wisdom in the entire universe can ever accomplish.
It reconciles seeming irreconcilables. After giving as an ex
ample, the reconciliation between Jew and Gentile which is
effected by the cross, Hendriksen goes on to speak of the
rejection of carnal Israel resulting, (in the wisdom of God), in
the salvation of 'all Israel'. A footnote refers the reader to his
36 page booket And So All Israel Shall be Saved where Hen
driksen's well-known interpretation of Romans 11: 26a is
set forth.

Again, the comment and footnote on Colossians 2 : 12 will
stir up an old controversy. The author, quoting Professor
John Murray with warm approval, holds that the verse has
nothing to say about the mode of baptism. Immersionists, he
claims, are quite wrong in seeing in this text an endorsement
of immersion. 'If being buried with Christ (Col. 2 : 11, 12;
Rom. : 6, 4) means that baptism must be by immersion, why
should not being crucified with Christ (Rom. 6 : 6) indicate
that baptism should be by crucifixion and so on?' (p. 117).
The argument is not new and is certainly not conclusive. The
author seems to assume that Baptists (all those who practice
immersion) argue that immersion satisfies all the language of
scripture regarding our union with Christ. That assumption is
mistaken. Again, in the texts quoted, the apostle does link the
figures of burial and resurrection with baptism in a much
closer manner than he does with crucifixion. He says we are
buried with Him by baptism but nowhere does He say that
we are crucified with Him by baptism. We agree with Murray,
of course, when he says, 'The fact is that there are many
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aspects of our union with Christ'. But, instead of seeing, as he
does, the Baptist position as arbitrary, we would argue that
immersionists are simply seeking to follow the plain com
mand of Scripture.

Even where he differs with others, Hendriksen writes with
great charity and this lends an even greater charm to the
book.

In an appendix, the author has something to say on tact
fulness and slavery. The former is a delightful note and
deserves very careful consideration whilst the comment on
slavery is helpful. Perhaps its greatest value will lie in the
brief bibliography on the subject which is appended.

We welcome this volume without reservation and look
forward to the completion of the entire New Testament
commentary.

ROBERT RODGERS.

(Concluded from page 280)

affections. Take the shield of faith and so use it that it may
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. Cling to God's
Word in a godless world and say with Isaac Watts-

'Should all the forms that men devise
Assault my faith with treacherous art,
I'll call them vanity and lies
And bind the Gospel to my heart.'

The wonder of it is that we have not got to make this
armour. It has already been provided in the Lord Jesus. All
we have to do is to take it and wear it, and the armour really
is the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. 'Put on the Lord Jesus Christ
and make no provision for the flesh to fulfil the desires
thereof'. In Christ we can prove that 'greater is He that is in
us than he that is in the world'. May we all prove that in the
coming days!




