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THE PBACE OF THE RIGHTEOUS.

"The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts
and minds through Christ J esus."-(Philippians, iv. 7.)

THE Prophet Isaiah, speaking of the wicked, says that" they
are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up
mire and dirt; and that there is no peace to them. Isaiah, lvii. 20,
21. I suppose his meaning is, that as the sea is always more or less
in a state of agitation, casting up mire and dirt upon the shore, so
the hearts of wicked men are always, more or less, in a state of
agitation, from their varied lusts and evil propensities; and as
nothing good is found in them, while in their nature-state, for they
are described as "desperately wicked and prone to evil continually," and" none can bring a clean thing out of an unclean," so
nothing comes out of their hearts, but what is offensive like mire
and dirt. And while in their nature-state, ul'lrenewed by Grace, they
are strangers to peace: as the Apostle says, " The way of peace
they know not;" Rom. iii. 17. they know not the way of peace
with God; they know nothing of the council and covenant of peace,
in which the scheme of peace with God was fixed and determined
on before the world began; they kliow nothing of Christ, the PeaceMaker, nor of the way in which he has made if, nor of the Gospel
in which it is revealed and published, but would rather turn away
from it and prefer fables. They are strangers to any true, solid,
inward peace of conscience. They Inay talk of it, and profess to have
it, but it is no better than a spider's web, which the Lord will sweep
away with the" besom of destruction;" Isa. xiv. 23. for they are
without the Spirit, whose fruit is peace, and without faith in Christ,
by which tfue peace only is enjoyed. They know not the way to
haV'e peace; they think it is to be obtained by their own miserable
defective obedience to the law, by which they hope to pacify God,
and know not that it is to be had only by the blood and rjghteous~
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ness of Christ. They know nothing of the ways of Christ, or that
his ways are pleasantness, and his paths peace. They know not
that he himself is the only way of salvation, the tl"Ue way to eternal
life and peace. Neither do tbey know the way of peace among
one another, for the Apostle describes them as " bateful and hating
one another."-They do not even that which is right and just ill
order to maintain peace, but are unjust, deceitful, and quarrelsome,
and frequently live in a state of open contention.
Now it must, I think, be obvious at first sight, that the promise
in the text is not made to the wicked who are enemies to God, and
know not Christ, the Peace-Maker, and who cannot even live at
peaee with one another; and all difficulty on this point will be removed by referring to the address of this epistle, and we shall find
that it is notaddre.ssed generally to all men, but to "the saints in
Christ Jesus at Philippi;" and it is to pesons of this character,
whether at Philippi or elswhere, that the promise in the text is
made, that" the peace of God, which passeth 3)1 understanding,
shall keep their hearts and minds through Christ Jesus." If it
should be asked how these persons, to whom the Apostle makes
this promise, became saints or holy persons in Christ Jesus, I would
answer, not by Moses and his law, for the ablutions and sacrifices
that were performed under that law, only sanctified to the purifying
of the f1esh,but could not take away sin, nor cleanse from it. Neither
~id they make themselves saints or holy persons, by their moral righteousne5S, for though men may by that means outwardly appear to
be saints or holy persons, yet they may at the same time be inwardly
unholy and impure. Neither had they becolTIe saints or holy perspns by baptism, for that ordinance has no regenerating or sanctifying virtue ill it, and can neither take away original nor actual
sin. They were saints in and by Christ; they were sanctified or
set apart in him, or ci}osen in him to be a holy people before the
world began, and they had become so by regenerating Grace, when
they were b,om again, or became new creatures in Christ.
Now, it is worthy of remark, that before the Apostle under the
Spirit's teaching, gives this sweet promise in the text, he offers to
these peraons some advice and exhortations, as if it were to try
them, and prove whether they were the persons he took them for,
and which they professed to be, " Saints in Christ Jesus." In the
first verse of this chapter, he exhorts these persons to " stand fast
in the Lord." "My brethren, dearly beloved and longed for,
(says he) my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord." In the
third verse, he entreats these saints to help his fellow-labourers in
the Gospel, " \vhose names were in the book of life;" that is, to
do good offices to and help by their counsel and advice, those who
had worked with him in the ministry. In the fourth verse, he exhorts these persons to "rejoice in the Lord always." In the fifth
verse, he exhorts them" to let their moderation be known unto all
men." And in the sixth verse, he exhorts them to be " careful for
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nothing; but in every thing, by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving, to let their requests be made known 11Oto God."
Now, snffer me to put the Apostle's meaning in other words; let
me sum up what he here says, or put it thus :-" If your are inindeed what I have stiled you, 'saints in Christ Jesus at Philippi;'
-if you are indeed my brethren in a spiritual sense, of the same
house.hold of faith, of the family of God, and whom Christ is not
ashamed to call his brethren, in whose holy conversation I have
had much spiritualj(j)Y; and who being, as lhumbly trust, seals of
my ministry, I call my crown, because a higher honour could not
be put upon me if a crown had been placed on my head i-if,
amidst false teachers who preaeh another Gospel and corrupt the
word, you do indeed stand fast in the power and strength of Christ;
who alone is able to keep you from falling; and cleave steadfastly
to him with purpose of heart, as your Head, Husdand, Father,
Brother, and perpetual Friend i-if you are inbeed, as in the judgment of charity I take you to be, a people horn again or regenerated
by the Grace and Spirit of God, and make it manifest by the love
you bear to, and by the good offices and help which you afford to
t.hose whose names'are in God's hook of life, whom he has loved as
early and as much as his own dear Son; who are always in his remembrance, and of whom he has as personal and exact a knowledge
as if their names were really recorded in a book i-if you can and
do rejoice in Christ Jesus, as your Lord, and Saviour, and Redeemer i-if you rejoice in his greatness as being God, equal
to him, and one with him, and therefore able to save to the utter.
most, all that come unto God by him i-if y.ou rejoice in him as
your Mediator, who has made a full and ample atonement for your
sins by the sacrifice of himself i-if you rejoice in that fulness of
Grace stored up in him for you, out of which you may be supplied
as out of a rich storehouse, in every time of need i-if you can re·
joice in his Resurrection, which was for the justification of his
people, and is an earnest of their own i-if you can rejoice in his
Ascension into Heaven, because he there received gifts for bis people, even all those blessings of Grace promised him in Covenant
for them, and which he bestows on them with no sparing hand, and
among others eternal life, which the Father has put into his hands
to give to as many as he has given him i-if you can rejoice in his
intercession at the right hand of God in your nature, because he
there ever liveth to make intercession for his people-by recommending their prayers,-by removing the accusations of Satan,for the conversion of those that belong to him, who are still in their
sins,-for the consolation of his distressecj ones,-for fresh discoveries of pardoning grace to his fallen ones,-for renewed strength to
oppose sin for his weak ones,-and for renewed grace for their perseverance in faith and holiness to the end i-if, while the men of
the world are grasping after the honours and the gains of it; seeking
the praise of men rather than of God; making provision for the
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flesh to fulfil the lusts thereof; and, under injuries received, seeking
rather for revenge than reconciliation ;-if, while this is the pitiahle
state of the men of the world; :you beloved brethren are enabled,
through grace, to Jet your moderation be manifest, that you sit
loose to the things of time and sense, regardless of the praise of
men so that you please God:. bearing injuries with patience rather
than seeking for revenge, and putting the best construction upon
evil words spoken of you by others ;-if you are a people often on
your knees, on whom God according to his ~racious promise to his
people, has 'poured the Spirit of grace and supplication,' and in
those best moments can come ,boldly to the throne of grace, and,
like Jacob, can wrestle with God in prayer, saying' 1 will not let
thee go except thou bless me ;' and while you there tell him all your
wants, and all your fears, and all your troubles, you are able to cast
all your cares upon him, and submissive to bis will, can say from
your hearts those words so often uttered by others with unmeaning
lips, 'Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven ;'-and if, while
you pour forth your prayers to God for those blessings he has
stored up for you ia Covenant, you feel your hearts swell with gratitude to him for the unmerited mercies you have already received,
and offer him 'the calves of your. lips,' Hos. xiv. Z. the sacrifice
of praise, the warm overflowings of grateful hearts, saying in the
words of David, 'Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all
his benefits: who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy
diseases; who redeemeth thy life flTom destruction; who crowneth
thee w~th loving kindness and tender mercies.' Psalm ciii. 2. If
this be your state, my beloved brethren, my joy and my crown, I
can speak comfortable words to you; for under the teaching of the
Holy Ghost, I can tell you this, and good news it must be to you,
amidst the strife, and discord, and dissentions of the world in which
you live ;-1 can tell you this, that even under pain, and sickness,
and poverty, and the persecutions of evil men-for whosoever will
live godly in Christ Jesus, shall suffer persecutions, and it is the will
of God that his people showld be, generally speaking, a poor and
afflicted people.,-I can tell you this, that notwithstanding all these
things, 'The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall
keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.' "
.
Now, it becomes a question what this peace is of which the Apostle speaks. 1 do not suppose that the Apostle here speaks of th~t
peace among themselves which God calls his people to, and which
he requires of them; for that peace we know is not always with.
out interruption. The Apostle, when writing to the saints at
Colosse, exhorts them to preserve that peace among themselves to
which God had ~alled them. "Let the peace of God rule in your
hearts, (says he) to which also ye are·called in one body." Col. iii.
15. No doubt, those whom God calls to he saints, he requires to be
at peace among themselves; for he his" The God of peace," and
. Christ is " The Prince of peace," and peace is one of the fruits of
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tllc Spir,it; and the Gospel, by which they are called, is " The
Gospel of peace," mid the Gospel church state into which they
are called, lies in peace as well as in righteousness, and in joy in
the Holy Ghost. And as the saints constitute the mystic body of
Christ, which he has so loved as to give himself for-as they form
one body with him, of which he is the Head, and they are the
members-peace should rule and bear away among them; for it is a
shame that members of the same body should quarrel with each-other.
Now, though it is true that God does call his to peace, and re.
quires them to live at peace among themselves, and they do so in
a way that the subjects of Satan's kingdom do not-who are like
the troubled sea whose waters cast up mire and dirt--yet it must
not be concealed, that the peace to which they are called is not al.
ways without interruption; and this, happen when it will, is a
source of grief, and pain, and shame to them. By reason of the
sin and corruption that remains in them, and which they inherit
from Adam in common with his other sons, they do not always
walk in peace as God would have his children walk; and of this we
have an instance in the case of Paul and Barnabas; for it is mentioned in the 15th chapter of the Acts, that when Paul proposed to
Barnabas to go into every city where they had preached the word,
to visit the brethren, and to see how they did, they disputed about
who ~hould go with them in their journey; and it is said, "The
contention was so sharp between them, that they departed asunder
one from the other, and Barnabas (from whom, by the bye, better
things might have been expected, for. his name denoted that he
was" a son of consolation," and not of contention) and left Paul,
and sailed into Cyprus with Mark; and Paul went into Syria with
Silus." Well then, if the peace the Apostle speaks of in the text
is not that peace among themselves which God calls his people to
-for it often admitR of interruption, or is often broken through
the prevalence of sin in them-it beco'mes a question what that
peace is which the Apostle has promised in the text, that it shall
" keep the hearts and minds of the Lord's people through Christ
Jesus." Now, by" this peace of God," 1 suppose the Apostle
means that peace of conscience which the saints, more or less, enjoy
from a sense of their peace being made with God, by or through
Christ; that they are justified by his ri~hteousness, and that their
sins are atoned for by his sacrifice, and this peace is said to be
"t!trough Christ," because it is founded upon, and springs from
him.
Now, in the covenant of grace, God the Father made over all
his beloved ones into the hands of Christ, to be saved by him; and
promised him as their Surety, Head,and Representative, eternal lite,
provided he would work out a perfect righteousness for them in
their nature, in order that they might be counted righteous in him,
and thus shed his blood as an atonement for their sins. These were, indeed, tremendous conditions imposed upon the Son, in order that
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he might save the beloved ones-a life of suffering, and a death of
pain. But he did not flinch or draw back, but agreed at once to
perform the stipulated conditions; and the Psalmist has given us
the very words he used: " Lo, I come to do thy will, 0 my God;
(saichhe) a body hast thou prepared for me." Now, from that
moment in eternity when Christ became Surety for the beloved ones,
the Father looked to him for satisfaction, and looked at them as
free, and on the word or bond of the Surety, justified them freely.
-1 say, in the mind and wiIl of-God, the elect were justified from all
eternity; because it was in eternity that Christ became their Sure~
ty; and it was in this way that the saints under the Old Testament
dispensation, were all justified before Christ came into the world
to perform the stipulated conditions of the Covenant; they were
justified on the word or bond of their Surety; they were counted
righteous; and their sins all pardoned, though Christ did not actually do what be had promised till about four thousand years after
the fall of Adam: still the Father looked upon it as good as done;
and hence Christ is spoken of as "The Lamb slain from the foundation of the world." Rev. xiii. 8.
There can be no new will in God. Tf God willed any thing in
time which he did not will in eternity, that would imply some change
in God; whereas he says of himself, "I am the Lord: I change
not." It follows, then, that what God wills in time, he must have
willed in eternity; and what he does in time, was settled to be
done in the covenant of grace before the world began; for David
says, ~'He hath made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in
all things and sure;" that is, all things relating to the temporal,
spiritual, and eternal salvation of the chosen ones was then settled
and secured. Indeed, the chosen ones do not know that God is
-.pacified towards them for all that they have done, because Christ
has done and suffered for them all that his holiness and justice
could require. They do not know that Christ has made peace
for them by the blood of the cross, till God regenerates them, and
gives them faith in Christ, and shows them his Covenant-or rather,
shows them their interest in the Covenant-and that they are included in it: but then, if I may so speak, tbey are justified in the
court of their own conscience; then they' have the comfort of it in
their own breasts; and this is what tbe Apostle means when he
says, "being justified by faith, we have peace with God." They
were justified from all eternity in the mind and will of God; but
the secret comes out when he enables them to believe in Christ for
life; to lay hold of him; to claim an interest in his merits i-then
they have peace indeed!
(
The difference between tbe Old Testament saints and those of the
new, is only in this-the one looked forward to Christ, the other
looked backward. But Joh, some two or three thousand years before
Christ came in the flesh, was enabled to believe in him for justification no less than Paul himself after he did come. Job said; "I
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know that my Redeemer liveth;" and Paul said, "he loved me,
and gave himself for me:" but both were justified, from all eternity, in the mind and will of. God.
\Vhy some four thousand years were suffered to elapse before
Christ assumed the body prepared for him, and came into this
world to fulfil his covenant engagements, God has not seen fit to
reveal to us: but when, as the Apostle calls, "THE FULNESS of
time was come, then God sent forth his Son;" when that time came
-fi xed in the council and covenant of peace-the time looked for and
longed for by the Old Testament saints, and, though long delayed,
we may be sure was the best and fittest time-when that time came,
Christ, the eternal SOIl of God, one with the Father, appeared as
the God-man in this lower world, to fulfil his covenant engagement
-that is, to do and suffer all that the holiness and justice of God
could demand, as the Head, Surety, and Representative of the people given him of the Father: he came to fulfil the law in all its exact and most spiritual requirements, (which his people, by reason
of their fall in Adam, were too weak to do for themselves) in
order to save them from the curse of the law-death eternal; and
then to shed his blood as an atonement for their sins, in order that
the justice of God, being satisfied they might be all pardoned.
In short, he came to be their law.fulfiller, and their sin.bearer.This was the work which tbe Father gave him to do, and for which
he sent him, even to obtain eternal salvation for his people, by his
obedience, sufferings, and death: and he himself proclaimed it, as
it were with his dying breath, a finished work, "I have finished
the work (said he) which thou gavest me to do." Yea, at that
eventful time when Christ hung upon the cross, the eternal salvation of the elect was then a finished work; all that had been planned
in the council of peace, and settled in the covenant of grace, was
then finished; the whole righteousness of the Jaw had been fulfilled;
a perfect obedience yielded to it; and the penalty of death endured i-and hence redemption from its curse and condemnation secured. Then, indeed, when the blood of the God-man was shed, a
full atonement and satisfaction was given for the sins of the whole
elect family; then complete pardon was procured; then peace was
made; tllen redemption from all iniquity obtained; then all enemies were confused; then all types and promises were fulfilledthe whole work finished.
My friends, when God enables a poor sinner to believe thisthat his salvation is a finished work; when he enables him to believe
that he has laid all his iniquities upon Christ, and that a full atonement has been made for' them by his blood; when he 'enables him
to believe, that though. unrighteous in himself, yet that Christ, as
his Surety and Representative, has wrought a perfect righteousness
for him, which covers him as a robe, and that, when thus clothed,
he is without spot or blemish in the sight of God; when he enables
him to believe that he is included in the covenant of his grace, that
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his name is ill his book of life, that he is in the 'number of those
given to Christ, chosen in him before the foundation of the world,
who are united to him amI constitute his mystical body, and that
because he the Head lives, the members shall Jive also-spiritually
here, and eternally hereafter; God, I say enables a poor sinner
to go out of himself (if I may so speak) to Christ, to cast of1"
his own rags that he may be clothed in his robe, to look off self
to Christ for sa!vation-or, as the Apostle puts it, " to rejoice
in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh"-to run to
.Christ (as the manslayer fled to the city of refuge) as, the strongtower in which he is safe from the curse and condemnation of the
law; when God enables a sinner to look to Christ as "The man
(foretold by the Prophet) who should be as an hiding-place from
the wind, and a covert from the tempest,'(of God's wrath) and as
the shadow of a great rock in a weary land," (Isaiah xxxii. 2.)from the scorching heat of a fiery law; when God enables him to
receive Christ in his threefold offices of Prophet, Priest, and King
-then, indeed, that sinner knows something of the peace of God
which passeth the understanding of unregenerate men, and which
comes through Christ; for he is the golden pipe through whom all
mercies flow; and as, when he was exalted at the right hand of
God, he then" received gifts for men," so this gift of peace among
oth'ers, and, therefore, claims it as his own: "My peace (said he)
I give unto you." It is a gift, then. If it could be acquired by
any thing a man could do, it might more properly be called w~ges;
but it ,is a gift; a free-grace gift of God through Christ. The
Apostle says, "The' gift of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ." God has put eternal life into his hands, to give to as
many as he has given him: and peace comes in the same way
through Christ-a true, solid, substantial, internal, abiding peace.
I say an abiding peace: for, though it may not be always the same,
but be ruffled through the corruption of nature, and the prevalence
of unbelief for a time, yet the promise in the text is, that it shall
keep the hearts and minds of the saints: " The peace of God,
which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds
through Jesus Christ." It amounts to this, then-that they shall
never be wholly without this peace: it shall always be more or
less in their hearts and minds. And this very promise in the text,
like the many other exceeding great and precious promises of the
Gospel, tends to promote peace in heart and mind. When God
the Holy Gnost takes this promise, brings it home, and applies it
to the heart of a regenerate soul, when cast down and troubled by
reason of his indwelling sin, it is itself sufficient to chee(and animate his drooping spirit; it is as a sweet cordial to his fainting
soul; it is to him, as Solomon says, " like an apple of gold in a
picture of silver;" it speaks to him thus, " Be of good cheer,
though for a seasor~ cast down and distrc:lsed by reason of sin that
dwelleth in you, the peace of God shalt keep your heart and mind;
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you shall never be wholly without an inward peace; it shall never
totally or finally depart; it shall keep your heart and mind; it
is out of the reach of those that persecute the body; it shall support you under all difficulties and trials-under pain, and sickness, and poverty, and loss of frIends-under the scoffs and ridicule
of a blind world, and 'under tbe persecutions of evil men; and it
shall support you in the last solemn hours of life, when all human
comforts fail.
o for more of this sweet peace-give me more of this peace,
and the world, with its baubles and gilded toys, its wealth, and
honours, and distinctions, and the applause of men, will be to me
lighter than dust in the balance. I care not for them, for one grain
of God's peace is of more worth than the world's treasure.
May the Lord bless thi,s portion of his word, and by it communicate to us more of that peace which passeth the understanding of
the men of the world, who know it not. May he fulfil that gracious promise which he has,made by his Prophet to his church: "Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river." Isaiah Ixvi. 12. May
he extend this peace to us, not like a rivulet or stream which may
be dried up in the summer's drought, but peace like a river-a
large, smooth, clear, copious, abundant, overflowing river-which
cheers, and gladdens, and fertilizes the country through which it
flows. May he so extend this peace to us, that we may say with
David, " My cup runneth over." And may we find that this
peace is but a foret<\ste and an earnest of an eternal peace and_ happiness hereafter.
Harewood, Sept. 23.
,J
ELAH.
--000--
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No. Ill.
Thefountain or springfrom whence a true, spiritual and lively/ait!t
acts; together with tIle way and manner it is manifestedfortlt zn
itsj1'uits and effects.
" For in Jesus Ohrist neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uilcircumcision; but faith which worketh by love."-Gal. v. 6,

up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost,"
were words addressed by our most glorious Christ, to his astonished
disciples; on the very memorable occasion-of his graciously" feed.
ing five thousand men with five barley loaves, and two small fishes."
John vi. 12 And as they are "words of life and spirit t " so are·
they not only adapted to the immediate occasion on which they
were spoken by Jesus himself; but likewise are well suited to the
children of the kingdom in allages, especially unto those who from
divine leadings have gathered more when gleaning in the field of
Scripture than hitherto" room could be spared to contain." How
then call" the less than' the least," do otherwise, having a fresh
" GATHER
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space granted, than pause for the moment; and with a view under
grace, of bringing the whole to a conclusion, act a little, (tha't is,
as far as in me lieth) upon this divine injunction ( I humbly beseech
you, therefore, my Christian readers, to bear with my folly a little
longer in this matter, and think me not too tedious; for on looking
over memorandums or notes, as found in the sweets of meditation,
when "seeking out acceptable words," I find several weighty,
golden and precious truths left yet untold.
.
The subject itself, if you remember, was opened by tt:acing the
soul-refresning doctrine of justification, " by faith without works,"
to its source, wherein was clearly pointed out that the righteousness
in which the one church is " accepted in the beloved ," is an everlasting righteousness." But this was not all, for it, was at the same
time declared, such righteousness is" revealed" unto the children
in time" through faith," being by them manifested forth in their
life, walk and cod; so that being justified by faith, they h,ave peace
with Aleh, through our Adon, Jesus Christ. Rom. v. 4. Consi.
dering the advanced age of the world in which it is our lot to live,
as well as the numerous prqfessions if faitlt with which we are encorn passed, when many say they are 'the temple 9f Jehovah, who
do lie and are not; your attention was next directed to the vast difference there is between a natural and spiritual faith, founded upon
that striking passage in Romans xiv. 23. " Whatsoever is not of
faith is sin." And now, in closing all up, my humble design will
, be for the comfort of the little ones, to dwell particularly upon the
way and manner a spiritual faith is kept in constant exercise upon
its alone oqject, by Father, Son ami Holy Ghost; which having its
rise or sprit'lg from the fountain of eternal love, can only prove our
persons to be " justified freely by grace, through the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus," as well as to produce that solid peace which
passeth all understanding." ,Rom. iii. 2'1-.
By way, therefore of instantly commencing, in order tbat we
may ,;ooner arrive ,at ~he thread of our subject, tbe first thing that
calls for 'your regard is the wonderful Person of our most wonderful
Christ; for it is ynitten, ",in Jesus Christ, neither circumcision
availeth any thing, nOr uncircumcisiori, butjaith which worketh by
love." Who then is Jesus Christ? In reply to such an important
que~tion, it will be our highest wisdom to attend most closely unto
what the, Eternal Spirit hath been pleased to reveal in the Scriptures
concerning the character and offices, of His most excellent majesty;
" for to him give all tbe prophets witness, that through his name,
whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins." Acts
x. 43. And in .tbe doing of whicQ it is truly most surprising to
behold how clearly the footsteps of the Holy Alehim (or three persons in one Jebovah, are to be traced in almost every cbapter;
nay, I had almost said in every verse throughout the Bible, from
Jpe opening 9f Genesis to the closing l1P of the Apocalyptic vision.
To enumerate Scri ptures in proof thereof wor!ld be endless; let it
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therefore be sufficient to add, the heaven taught 'soul has only to
aim at Jesus' positive command in John v. 39. and he will soon discover the truth of my assertion. 1 John v. 7. Hence, Luther of
blessed memory, and famous renown, (signijicant(YJ:used to remark
- " the Father is the grammar of the subject, for he gives wordthe Son is the dialectia thereof, being the substance of the wholeand the Holy Ghost is the rlzetorica of tbe same, for he sets it forth
and renders it easy of apprehension." "Hear therefore, 0 Israel,
Jehovah our Aleh is our Jebovah;" or as the master:, himself ex~
pounds this sacred mystery, " Jehovah our Theos, Jehovah one is." .
Deut. vi. 4. Mark xii. 29.
.
Another discovery the enlightened eye is led to observe beneath
the mere letter, is, that these three glorious, eternal, self-existent,
and self-independent subsistences, dwelleth in liglzt inaccessible, whom
no man has seen, nor can approach unto; because, so holy, terrible
and fearful is Jehovah Alehim in Mmse?/, that he must instantly
prove a consuming fire, to all who attem pt to c, rush upon the thick
bosses of his buckler." 1 Tim. vi"16. Deut. xxviii. 58. Heb. xii •
. 29. Witness for example, Jehovah's glorious descent upon the
Mount Sinai; when Moses brought forth tbe people out of the camp
to meet the Alehim, on the third day in the morning. "For it
came to pass, that there were thunders and lightnings and a thick
cloud upon the Mount; and the voice of the trumpet exceeding
loud, yea, sounding louder and louder, so that all the people in the
camp trembled. And Mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because Jehovah descended upon it in fire, a fiery stream issued forth
from before him; and the smoke thereof ascended up as the smoke
of a furnace, and the whole Mount quaked greatly. Indeed, so
terrible was the sight when the Holy One bowed the heavens and
came down, that Moses himself said, I exceedingl y fear ana quake,
for his brightness was as the light, clouds and darkness were round
about him, and hot. burning coals went forth at 'his feet."-Exodus Q
xix. 16-18. Psalmxviii. 9-13.
How utterly impossible then is it, for any creature of a day
"whose breath is inhisnostrils,and whois crushed before the moth,"
to find an approach to the Divine Essence," of the ancient of days
but in, by and through a MEDIUM, without being consumed? And
hence we do rejoice, and will triumph in the glad tidings revealed
by the Holy Ruach, that while there is one Jehovah terrible in
majesty, and excellent in power, there is also one Mediator between
Alehim and men, the man Christ Jesus, through \.Yhom we both have
access, by one Spirit, unto the Father. Now, a"mediator is not a
mediator of one, but .Jehovah is one; consequently, this day's-man,
as Job emphatically writes, is betwixt us both, that he might lay bis
hand on each party. Dan. vii. 9,10. l Tim. ii.5. Eph. ii. 18.
Gal. iii. 20. Job ix. 33.
And when was this man Christ Jesus first ordained a Mediator 1
King Solomon is instructed to tell us from" the beginuing:" that
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.Js, from the beginning of Jehovah's ways and purposes, when he
was pleased to go forth for the manifestation of his own glory, in
acts of love, grace and. mercy towards his church then" chosen in
Christ Jesus." Nay," a greater than Solomon is lze1'e"-for it is
Messiah himself, (the secret man) declaring- for our great and end·
less comfort; "Jehovah possessed me in the beginning of his way,
before his works of old. I was set up from everlasting, from tbe be·
ginning, 'or ever tbe earth was. When there were no depths I was
brought forth when there were no fountains abounding with water.
Before tbe mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought
forth; while as yet he had not made the earth, nor the fields, nor the
highest part of the dust oftbe world. When he prepared the heavens
I was there; when- he set a compass upon the face of. the depth.
When he established the clouds above, when he strengthened the
fountains of the deep; when he gave to the sea his decree that the
water should not pass his commandment, and when be appointed
the foundations of the earth. Then I was by him as one brought
up with him, and I was daily his delight, rejoicing always before
him; rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth, and nl:Y delights
were with the sons Ql'men."-Prov. viii. 22-.-31.
Thus, we perceive HOW it was-that 'C in the beginning was th.e
1Vord, and the Word was with Alehim, and the 'Vonl was Jah ;"" even by covenant settlements, as set up and secretly subsisting in
the Divine Son of the Divine Father from everlasting:' John i. 1.
And thus it is most evident to the spiritual apprehension, that the
human nature or word of Jehovah, subsisted in the person of Jah
the uncreated eternal Word, by covenant decTee, before it subsisted
in him by open creation, 01' proper formation in the womb ot the
virgin."-Hussey.
A Scripture or two in this place, may be found very satisfactory
by way of proving the foregoing assertions; as also may serve to
show at the same time, how each, and all the glorious persons in
Jehovah were en~aged in thus originally constituting Christ, as
the head of bis body from before the mountains or hills were brought
forth. Hear then what saith Aleh the Father, who created the hea.
vens, and stretched them out, who spread forth tbe earth, and that
which cometh out of it, who g-iveth breath nnto the people upon it,
and spirit to them that walk therein; "I Jehovah, have called thee
in righteousuess, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and
give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles;
to open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison,
and them that sitin darkness out of the prison-house. I am Jehovah, that is my name; and my glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to graven images." Isaiah xlii. 5-8. Now, that
such was the language of Aleh, to Al the Mediator ill the" council
of peace," when decreeing him to be the prophet, priest and kin~
of his church; is scripturally evident, from what the Holy HHach
declares, when stating in one place, " Christ glorified not himself
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to be madl'l a high priest, but he that said unto him thou art my
Son, to day ha"e I begotten thee." As he saith also in another
place, " Yet have Iset my king upon my holy hill of Zion, &c."Heb. v. 5. Psalm ii. 6, 7. And hence the Father calls upon his
people. "Behold my servant, whom I uphold, mine elcct in
whom my soul delighteth, I have p.ut my Spirit upon him; heshall
bring forthjudgment to the Gentiles." Isaiah xlii. 1-4. Herein
then is love on the part of Aleh tbe Father in covenant, displayed
to the very uttermost; in that he withheld not his Sari (his only,
Son) but delivered him up for us all, that whosoever believeth' i.ll!
him should not perish, but have everlasting life." John iii. 16.
The exceeding riches of Jah's grace, condescension, love an~
mercy, in personally accepting this divine call of Aleh is equally
manifested in his gradous, answer and condu.ct " Lo I come, I delight to cIo thy will"O 11;)y Father, yea, thy law is in the midst of my
bowels." Psalm xl. 7, 8. Can any thing be more blessed, or refreshing to the spir.itual~y mil~ded S0ns and daug,hters of the Holy
One of Israel; than thus to hear the voice of our beloved, when he
originally came up in the ancient settlements of eternity, " leaping
upon the mountains, skipping,.upon the hills;" Oh for the ear of
faith then, to listen unto his swe.et words, uttered upon that memorable occasion, as recorded by the Eternal Spirit; . " Thou art my
Father, my goodness extendeth not to thee,' but to the saints, the
excellcllt of the earth, in whom Z5 all my delight." Psalm x:vi. 2, 3',
And thus it was, that the Second Pcrson of tHc Trinity secretly
took into union with himself the human nature, and thereby became
the" hidden wisdom in a myster,y; which Jehovah ordained before
the world unt0 our glory, and which none of the princes of this
world knew; for had they known it, they would not have crucified
the King of Glory." 1 Cor. ii. 7, 8.
,
I hope, my Christian friends, you unders-tan.d my meaning OQ this
point, so much set at nouglit z'n this da!) cd heresy and rebuke; for I
speak of the things touching the king Messiab,who is tru,ly ooth
" white and ruddy, the chiefest amongst ten thousand." "His
head is as the most fine gold; his locks are black and bushy as a raven.
His eyes are as the eyes of doves, by the rivers of waters; washed
with milk and fitly set, His cheeks are as a bed of spices, as sweet
flowers; his lips like lillies dropping sweet smelling myrrh: 'His
hands are as gold rings set with the beryl; his belly is as bright
ivory overlaid with sapphires. His legs are as pillars of marble,
set upon sockets of fine gold; his countenance is as Lebanon excellent as the cedars. His mouth is most sweet, all his garments smell
of myrrh, aloes and cassia; and upon his royal head is ~et a
a crown of pure gold." In a word, he is altogether lovely, baving
twenty thousand, yea thousands of angels, continually waiting upon him to execute bis high commands; and, this is the name whereby be shall be called Jehovah our righteousness, for in his days
J udah and Israel shall dwell safely." Song v. LO-16. Psalm xlv.
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8. Jer. xxiii. 6. Psalm xxi. 3. Well therefore might it be Said oftbis
glorious Him, whom John in a vision saw, sitting upon a white
11Orse. He was not disobedient, nor tebellious, neither turned
away back; but on the contrary, at the will of his Father, gave his
back to the smiters, and his cheeks to them that pI ucked (iiTthe hair,
hiding not his face from shame and spitting." Isaiah I. 5, 6.
Graciolis Jesus, I would pause for the moment, and desire grace
to bless thee, and praise thee for thine infinite love, matchless grace,
and uparallelled mercy, "in giving thyself for our sins, that thou
mightest deliver us from this present evil world, according to the
will of Ruach and our Father, to whom be glory for ever and ever.
Amen!" Gal. i. 4. 5.
,. Expand, my soul, arise and sing,
The matchle,s'grace of Zion's king 1
Whose lave as ancient as his name,
Let all thy po,,.ers aloud proclaim.;
" Grace, deep as the eternal mind,
Unutterable bliss design'd,
For man; ere worlds, or sin, was born,
Or angels sang creation's morn.
" Glory to thee, auspicious Lamb,
Thou Holy One, thou great I am;
With all my power, thyself I bless,
My joy, my'peace, my righteousness."

, Furthermore, to make manifest that the Holy Ghost was also
present, and bad a hand in thus setting up and sending the Mediator in the fulness of time; Jesus himself, ages before his incarnation, spake to his people in the following language, " Come ye
near unto me, hear ye this; I have not spoken in secret from the
beginning, from the time that it was, there am I; and now Jehovah Aleh, and his Spirit hath sent me." Isaiah xlviii. 16. Again,
in the sixty-first chapter of this same prophecy, Immanuel declares
" The Spirit Jebovah is upon me, because the Alehim hath anointed
me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind
up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the
opening of the prison to them that are bound, &c." In the opening of the New Testament volume, we also find that when Jesus
was baptized qf John in Jordan, " He went up straigbtway out of
the water, and 10 the heavens were opened unto him;" and the
Baptist" Saw the Spirit Iehovah descending like a dove, and lighting upon him~ when )0 'a voice came from heaven, saying, This is
my beloved Son, in wh~m I am well pleased." And, once again,
Peter when preaching in Cornelius's house, thus proclaimed concerning Messiah, that the " Father anointed Jesus of Nazareth with
the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good and
healing all that were oppressyd of tbe devil, for Alehim was with
him." Acts x. 38.
Let thus much suffice respecting the glorious person of Jesus
Christ, in whom dwelletb all the fulness of the Holy Ones bodily-
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and in whom we are complete ;" for my' paper wiil not admit of
going deeper into the subject a~ present, as" these are only parts
of his ways, and how little a portion is heard of him," notwithstanding, all the PREACHING with whicb we are surrounded. Job xxvi.H.
This, therefore, is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation,
that Jesus',Christ is not only the Redeemer of his people; but he is
Hkt;wise the wisdom, mediator, creator and preserver of all things.
Col. i. ] 6-19. The reason why Immanuel is called Jesus, Matthew declares, because ., he shall save his PF:OPLE from their sins,"
and the cause wherefore he shall be named Christ, Andrew, Simon
Peter's brother informs us, when saying" We have found the Messias, which is being interpreted the Christ." Matt. i. 21. John i.
41. So that putting the two names Jesus and Christ together, our
conclusion must necessarily be this; that the most glorious person
mentioned in the text, can be no other than the Saviour, and the
an.ointed one, unto whom the Father spake in vision, when he originally went forth for the salvation of his people."
The next thing to be dwelt upon for a moment, or so, in order to
give full scope to the mind of the Spirit, is, And what are we to
understand by being" IN Jesus Christ?" And .here it is, I :would
say, that in these three words, there is more of the manifold wisdom
of Jehovah in' a mystery folded up; " the which if it could be
written, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the
books that should be' written." For what is it, to be " IN Christ,
Jesus? or, How came we to be IN him at all? The mind, by faith
must necessarily be led back again into the council chamber of
Father, Son and Holy Ghost; "who hath saved us and called us
with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to
Jehovah's own purpose and grace which was given us in Christ
Jesus before the world began." 2 Tim. i. 9. Hence, by turning
over the rich charter of grace, we are led to discover under divine
t~achiogs, that the church, (and every member of that church) was
chosen. or " elected in Christ Jesus, by Abba the Father, to be holy
and without blame before him in love;" When? Bifore thefoundation 0/ tile world!! And hence the apostle knowing his calling
and election, breaks out" Blessed be the Aleh and Father of our
.f\don. Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings,
i.n the heaven lies in Christ, having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good
pleasure of his will." No marvel then, that this same man in another
place, (and on another occasion) was" bound to give thanks to
Abba for the brethren b,elQved of him; because the Father had from
the beginning chosen them to salvati!ln, through sanctification of
the Spirit, and belief of the truth." John xiv. 6. Eph. i. 3-6.
2 Thess. ii. 13.
, But the Father did not merely -elect our persons-to eternal life
"in the beloved," when as ~, yet there were none of them ;" Jesus
Chri~t the righteous, likewise received everyone the,n given to him
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and' married them unto himself in an everlasting union, never to be
. severed or cut asuflder, world without end. Mark his own gracious
words on this subject, " which drop aas the rain, and distil as the
de,w..", " Thine they were, and thou gavest them unto me, and
they have kept thy word. I pray for them, I pray not for the world,
hut for them which thou hast given me, for they are thine. Father
I will,cthat they also whom thou hast given me Le with me where I
am; that they may behold thy glory which thou hast givel1 me,
for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world. I in them
and thou in 111e, that tltey may be made peifect in 0 ne; and that
the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as
tholl hast loved me." What wonderful expressions are these! and
how admirably adapted to reach the case of ali those ~ho have
been led to " flee for refu~e, to lay hold on the hope set before
them!" But as I must flot launch out too freely into their depths,
S<il be pleased to give due heed unto what Messi<!-h hath ~ecJared
also unto his beloved spouse: " I will betroth thee unto me in
faithfulness, in loving kindness, and in mercies, so that thou shalt
not be for another man." John xvii. 6-23. Hosea ii. 2,20.
Nothing, I trow, can 'be more delightful to the elected, ran..:
somed, and called children, than (under Ruach's unction) thus to
contemplate their everlasting safet!) and eternal security from sin,
death, and hell, arising as it does from a oneness, and union with
Christ, a:d:ording to the purpose of our Divine Father, who hath
sw'orn to, the Mediator" thy seed shall inherit the earth!" On
this ground alone it ,is " that Messiah is our. hu-sband, Jeh6vah,
SalJaoih"is his name; the Redeemer the Holy One of Israel, and
the Preserver of the whole Earth shall he be called." Moreover by
reasod hereof is it, that notwithstanding our every blackness and
defermity, by reason of the Adatn transgression;' we are still declared; to be "all beautiful and comely as Jerusalem, by reason of
. Jesus com'eiines~ being put upon us." And once again On this sole
aecount it was, when his beautiful queen thus superbly adorned for
her rl1usband , was presented to her glorious Bridegroom; his language to her was, " Thou art all fair my love;. there is no spot ill
tbee.~? " Thine hair is as a flock of goats that appear from Gilead ;
~hy teeth are as a. flock of sheep, which came up from the washing,
w/lereof everyone beareth twins, and none is barren among them.
'Fhy lips are like a thread of starlet and thy speecH is comely;
yea, thy lips, 0 my spouse drop as the honey comb, honey and
milk are under thy tongue, and~ the smell of thy garments is like
the smell of Lebanon." Song iv. 1-7.
.
How gracious on the part of both Father and Son, thus to prepare the bride fm the" marriage ;supper in' heaven ;" and added
to all which how equally loving on the part of the Holy Ghost who
hath underta~en to watch over, regenerate, renew, revive) establish,
confirin, seal, and preserve us even unto the end. For saith the High
and Holy One, le even unto them will I give in mine, house, and
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, within my walls' a place, and a name better than of sons and daughters: I will give them an everlasting name that shall not be cut
off. Thou shalt also be a crown of glory in the hand of Jehovah
and a royal diadem in the hand of Aleh; thou shalt no more be
termed Forsaken, neither shall tby land any more be termed Desolate, but thou sbalt be called Hepbzibah, and tby land Beulab;
for AJehim deJighteth in thee, and tby land shall be married!"
Isaiab lxii. S, 4.
You see, my brethren, what volumes open up for a " Scribe well
instructed in the" mysteries of the kingdom," to employ bis pen
upon, inasmuch as only from this hasty sketch alone, we must perceive, tbat to be " in Jesus Cbrist," implies our election, &c. of
tbe Father; redemption, &c. by the Son, and regeneration, &c. by
tbe Holy Ghost. And what sweetens tbe whole is, all arises" not
for works of righteousness we bave done; but according to his
mercy be saved us, by the wasbing of regeneration, and renewing
of tbe Holy Ghost; which he sbed upon us abundantly through
Jesus Christ our Saviour, that being justified by his grace we should
be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life," Titus iii.
5-7.

(To be continued.)
---000--ON Gon's PUOVIDENCE.
(Continuedfrom p. 401.)
Mu. FIRMAN in his Real Christian, p. 97, 98, tells us of one who
had lived many years in a town where Christ had been as clearly
and as long preacbed as in any town in England: this man, when
he was about seventy-six years of age, went to visit a sick neighbour; a Cbristian friend of mine (saith mine author) came to see
him also, and finding this old man there, whom he judged to be
one tbat lived upon his own stock of civility, good works, he purposely fell into that discourse, to shew how many persons lived
upon their duties, but never came to Christ. The old man sit,ting
by the bedstde, heard him, and God was pleased to convince him
that he was such a person who had lived upon himself without
Christ to that day, and would say afterward, had I died before
three-score and sixteen, I had perished, for I knew not Christ
The committing a godly man to prison hath been the method of
providence to save the soul of a poor keeper. So Paul, Acts XV,I.
,27, was made a prisoner to make his keeper a spiritual freeman.,
The like success had Dr. Barnes in queen Mary's days, who after,wards celebrated the Lord's Supper in prison with his convertel
.keeper.
Tbe scattering of ministers and Christians by persecution frol\1
cities and towns, into the ignorant and barbarous parts of the country, bath been the way of providence to find out and bring .home
VOL. VIL-No. Xl.
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some lost sheep that Were found there to Jesus Christ. Acts viii.
1, 4. Thelike signal event hath since foHowed upon toe scattering of godly 'ministers, whereof there are niany pregnant instances
this day. A servant running away from his master (likely" upon m>
other design but to Ji ve an idle life) yet falling into such places and
<10mpanies as providence ordered (in' a design to him unknown)
b~th thereby been brought to be the servant of Christ. This Was
t,he very case of Onesimus, who ran away from his master Philemon
to Rome; 'where, by a strange providence (possibly a mere curiosity to see the prisoners) he there falls into Paul's hands, who be~
gat him to Christ in his bonds. Phil. v. 10-16.
'
'Going to hear a sermon in j~st hath proved some man's conversion in earnest. The above named Mr. Firtnin, in the forecited
book, tells us' of a notorious drunkard, whom the drunkards called
father, toat one day would go to hear what Wilson said,out of no
other design it seems but to scoff at the holy man; but in the prayer before sermOFl, his heart began to'thaw; and when he read his
text, which was John v. 14. " Sin no more, lest a worse thing
come unto thee j" he could not contain; and in that sermon tne Lord
changed his heart, though so bitter an enemy, that the minister 011
lecture days was afraid to go to church before his shop door. La,
these are parts of his ways; but how small a portion is known of
him!
A nd no less remarkable and wonderful are the designs of Provi.
de,nce, in orderin.g the, removes and governing the motions of ministers from place to place, in order unto the conversion of souls.
Thus oftentimes it carries them to places where they intended not
to go; God having (unknown to them) some elect vessels there,
who 'must be called by the gospel. Thus Paul and TitIlothy (a
sweet and lovely pair) when they 'were travelling through Phrygia
and Galatia, were forbid to preach the word in Asia, to which probably'their minds inclined. Acts xvi. 6. And when they assayed
to 'go to Bitbnyia, the Spirit suffered them not, vel'. 7; but a man
of Macedonia (i. e. an angel) in the shape or habit of a man of that
country, appeared to Paul in a vision, and prayed him saying;
" 'Come over into Macedonia 'and help us," vel'. 9, and there did
'God, open the heart of Lydia,
I knew a pious minister, now with God" who falling in his study
upon a very. rousing subject, intended for his own congregation,
was strongly moved when he had finished it, to go to a rude, vile~
propbane people about five miles off and first preach it to them.
After many wrestlings with himself, not being willing to quench
any notion that might be supposed to come from the Spirit of God,
he obeyed and went (to, this people, who had then no minister of
tlieir own, and few durst come among them. And ,there did the Lord
beyond all expectatiolJ, open a door, and several profane ones received Christ in that place, and engaged this mini~ter to a weekly
lecture among them, in which many ~ouls were won to God. Nay,
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what is yet more wonderful, the providence of God hath some.
times ordered the malice of Satan and the wickedness of men, as
an occasion of eternal good to their souls. A very memorable example whereof I shall here give as it fell out in my own observation in this place (Dartmouth) in the year 1673, there cam"e into
this port a ship from Pool, in. her return from Virginia, in which
ship was one from that place, a lusty young man of 23 years of
age, who was surgeon in the ship.' This person, in the voyage,
fell into a deep tn"elancholy, which the devil greatly improved to
serve his own design for the ruin of this poor man: however it
pleased the Lord to restrain him from any attempts upon his own
life, until he arrived here. But shortly after his arrival, upon the
Lord's day, early in the morning, (being in bed with his brother)
he took a knife prepared for that purpose and cut his own throat,
and withal leaped out of bed; and though the wound was deep im~
large; yet thinking it might not soon enough dispatch his "\retched
life, desperately thrust it into his stomach, and so lay wallowing in
his blood, till his brothel' awaking, made a cry for help. Here'"
upon a physician and a sW'geon coming in, found the wound itrhis
throat mortal, and all they could do at present was"only to stitch it
and apply a plaster, with a design rather to enable him t.o ~peak
for a little while, than with an expectation of cure; for hefore
that he breathed through the wound, and his voice was inarticu.,
late. In this condition I found him that morning; and appre.
hending him to be within a few minutes of eternity, I laboured Ito
work upon his heart the sense of his condition, telling;him, I had
but little time to do any thing for him, and therefore desired him
to let me know, what his oWlIia'pprehensions of his present condition
were. He told me he hoped in God for eternal life. I replied,:
that I feared his hopes were ungrounded, for that the scripture
tells us, " No murderer hath eternal life abiding in him;" but this
was self-murder, the grossest of all murderers. And insisting upon
the aggravation an,d heinousness of the fact, I perceived hiS vain
confidence began to fall and some :meltings of heart appeared in
him. He then began to lament, with many tears, his sin and
misery, and asked me if there might yet be hope for one that had
destroyed himself, and shed his own blood. I replied, the sin indeed is great, but not unpardonable; and if the Lord gave him repentance unto life, and faith to apply Jesus Christ, it should certainly be pardoned to him. And finding him unacquainted with
these things, I opened to him the nature and necessity of faith and
repentance, which he greedily sucked in, and with great vehemency cried to God, that he would work them upon his soul, and
entreated me also to pray with him and for him, that it might be
so. I prayed with him and the Lord thawed his heart exceedingly
in that duty; loath he was to part with me; but the duties of the
.day necessitating me to leave him, I briefly summed up what was
most necessary, in llIy party counsel to him, and took my leave,
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never expecting to see him more in this world; but, beyond my
own and all men's expectations, he continued all day, and panted
most ardently after Jesus Christ: no discourses pleased him but
Christ andjaith; and ill this frame I found him in the evening.
He rejoiced greatly to see me again, and in treated me to continue
my discourses upon these subjects; and after all he told me, Sir,
the Lord hath given me repentance for this sin; yea, and for every
other sin. 1 see the evil of sin, now, so as I never saw it before,
Lord help my unbelief I I am heartily willing to take Christ upon
his own terms. One thing only troubles me, I doubt this bloody
sin will not be pardoned. Will Jesus Christ (said he) apply his
blood to me, that have shed my own blood? I told him Christ
shed his blood even for them that with wicked hands had shed the
blood of Christ; and that was a sin of deeper guilt than his. Well
(saith he) I will cast myself upvn Christ; let him do by me what
he will, and so I parted with him that night. Next morning the
wounds were to be opened; and then the opinion of the surgeons
was, that he would immediately expire. Accordingly, at his desire, I came that morning, and found him in a most serious frame,
I prayed with him and then the wound in his stomach was opened';
but by this time the ventricle itself had swollen out ·of the orifice of
the wound, and lay like a livid discoloured tripe upon the body,
and was also cut through, so that all concluded it was impossible
for him to live; however they stitched the wound in the stomach,
enlarged the orifice and fomented it, and wrought it again into his
body, and so stitching up the skin, left him to the disposal of providence. But so it was, that both the deep wound in his throat
and this ill his stomach healed: and the more dangerous wound
sin had made upon his soul, and I trust, effectually healed also.
---000

For tile Editors of the Gospel Magazine.
CHRIS'l' DIED FOR THE UNGODLY.
MESSRS. EDITORS,

THUS wrote the apostle to the Romans, and from this declaration,
I derive comfort in this vale of tears. To say Christ died, would
be truth, but this would leave me without consolation, for he might
have died for a race of beings superior to myself; but when I read
he died [01' the ungodl)" this encourages my hope and strengthens
my faith. All are, or were ungodly, whom Christ died to save, but
it follows not from hence, that all the ungodly are included in his
ransom; if so, then apostate spirits and the non elect must be saved.
Chrz"st died for the ungodl;y. This is my motto. What more
ungodly than man? He was made in the image of his Maker, and
perfect in his kind. Now, what is he r Every thing but what he
once was.-He now bears the image of thedeviJ, and is in thoughts
\Yords, and actions utterly depraved. He may not knQw these facts,

THE GOSPEL.MAGAZINE.

549

but the Lord's people who are born again, sensibly feel how ungodlike they are. Some men say they have good hearts, but ask
the Christian, and he will tell yOIl his heart is deceitful above all
things and desperately wicked; and so ungodly does he feel himself, that he confesses God would have been justified in consigning
him to hell torments for ever, as the reward of his ungodly practices.
The Lord may preserve his people from acts of immorality in
this world, but then they know this does not arise from the cleanness ot their hearts, but from the power of him who restrains the
monstrous iniquities that dwell within them! and who gives them
grace to deny all ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to walk according to his directions. A chained bear is the same in its nature as a
wild one at large, and so a depraved nature in a child of God, is
the same as a d~praved nature in a graceless man, only with this
difference, the one is held a prisoner, while the other walks at large.
Wonder, 0 heavens! and be astonished ye ransomed ones, for
Christ not only died, but. he'died for the ungodly! This was love
and condescension indeed, to die even for enemies, without any solicitations on their part. 0 what a price was paid for the redemption of elect millions! None can estimate its real value. But the
deed is done, and the church on earth with joy utters the language
of the·apostIe-" Christ dieu for the ungodly." Some would make
it appear, that Christ died to save sinners on the condition of their·
faith and repentance, but if so, his death would have been inefficient, as a sinner dead in trespasses and sins, could as SOOFt make an
atonement for sin, as procure himself the faith and repentance necessary to salvation.
.
I do not believe that the Redeemer was ever deceived in his
church; she has never been better nor worse than he expected, and
this enhances his love, that in the face of so much wantonness,pover.
ty and filth, he was determined never to repent of his choice. See.
ing he was God and man in one person, and his church so alienated
fro.m him, it would halle been condescension in him to have thought
of her, to have pitied her, to have given her literal food and rai.
ment, to have remonstrated with her, and to have paid her a visit
among the flesh pots of this world; but, oh marvellous grace! all
our efforts at description fail us, and the inhabitants of heaven are
lost in amazement, while we sing, " Christ died for the ungodly."
What could he do more? And what do we learn from·this subject?
We learn the heinousness of our sins. that required so dear a sacrifice, and the exceeding greatness of his love who so readily rendered
it, for he humbled himself to death, even the death of the cross.
When unbelief prevails, may the Holy Ghost help us to fly by
faith to this shelter,-" Christ died for the ungodly." When the
devil reads the list of our sins over to us, and tells us we are wicked
in the highest degree, may we be enabled to foil him with this,~, Chrjst died for the ungodly." And, when death advances to
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change our cotintenancfs, and dismiss us from the body, may our
quivering- lips utter in triumph-" Christ died for the ungodly."
And,when 'we arrive in heaven, there can be no doubt, but that our
chief joy will be derived from the ~ecollection of this truth, that
" Christ died for the ungodly."
Mpn,chester, 1832.
A DWARIf.
--000--

,To the Edit01;~ 0/ the Gospel Magazine.
MESSRS. EDITORS,' ,

I FEEL it to be. the privilege of all God's family to H buy the truth
but to sell it not," f am bound to follow the sacred admonition. I
hope you will 'therefore allow the following address to pass into y,our
,valuable Repository, as'I find a very subtle poison is in action to
,counte'ract its vitality, and hinder it's sale. Your's,
J. G.
A STIMULUS 1'0 A F,AINT,•. HEARTED RROTHER.

"The redemption of the soul is precious, and it ceaseth for ever.':
'THE finished work of the cros~ is a stumbling block to thousil.lldsin
(this awfuleay of professed religion; but what an infinite satisfacHon it is to God's ~stablished family, that all was done long ago,
tprough the love of Jesus' blood; here, and here alone ~s sure stand'.
"ing f<?r the feet of the saints; to such, all the noise of fleshly doings
is but as idol trash. I sincerely wish' those subjects which you ·appear to advocate, may be attended with consistent inquiry. Did I
'not believe the saving work of God's grace was begun upon your
soul,,Ishould have but little encouragement to write a singlelihe to
'yoli" otherwise than in defence of the truth; yon are but just peeping ant of obscurity, and have much t~ learn before you will be
·any great adept'to grapple with the devil, or the corruptions of your
owd heart, but should it please his Divine Majesty to unshackle your
own mind from that cruel bond of confusion, how will you, rejoice
as one ohhe Lord's fFee men, in the glorious liberty of his everlast,i.ng gospel,: the connection you now indulge in, will then be as
·odious to YOLl as now it is pleasant. I am sorry to find your creduIlity!s0 great, as to be imposed upon by those young mushroom par'sons ofthe present day. Jehovah's sovereignty is displayed in suf.
(fering ef·'etror to abound in the filling up of the measure, of the
(Wicked against the day of wratq. And j the malice of the enemit;s
,of God's people shall be oV,er ruled to a divine purpose. I wonder
not to hear of that iniquitous proceeding which you inform me of,
against the Gospel Magazine;, indeed you need not give yoursel ves
any trouble to quash a' work that the Lord has blessed; but mind
what you do least you be found among those who, are fighting
,against the truth; this work has continued like a spark tossed
.u ponthe ocean of rancour and dislike; the raging fbam of enmity
\ which is raised against its Editor and faithful correspondents, will
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r,eRect condemnation in every attempt. Ask yourself dispassionately what this publication is'guilty of, to draw upon it such a hateful odium; if honesty and integrity"is allowed to give the casting
vote, it must, be to confess because of the pure, undisguised and
unadulterating truth it holds forth, which grows like a mane upon,
the heads of those who are not content to anchor alone on" the author and finisher of saving faith. To such who are seeking delive_
rance from this bond of death, through the righteousness of a precious Christ, its statements are as marrow and fatness., And I count
it my honor and privilege to stand in the ranks of th-ose who are
neither ashamed or afraid to defend the glorious doctrines therein
contained.
, 0 my dear Sir~ 'tis a true sign of apostacy, when trutn has so
few to support it; but God wants not die aid of rriortals to forward
his work; his word assures us that he will build up his church in
troublol1s times, while the same unerring testimony declares, the
wicked shall not understand. 0 my soul, what a solemn declara-"
tion. There is a people whom the Lord has indignation against for
ever, whose iniquities are not yet full. If the anxiety of yam mind
is tending to the glory of God, as you wish me to believe, let it rest
upon the attributes, character and perfections of Jehovah, and may
God the Holy Spirit enable you to walk strait forward, until you rest
upon thean«;itint settlement of covenant love,this desirable, unmerited
and unconditional blessing imparted by the power of the Lord, will,
lift you out of the quagmire of or~ature fitness, 'and land you safe
on the foundation of indefectable grace. I am sure the love of God
and the grace of God is sufficient to lead every poor sensible sinneJ;
to the eternal rock for safety. I am not sorry that my honesty and
uprightness of sentiment should give you so much pain. Allowing
me to know something of thei deception of the religious world, I
can never be persuaded ,into so gopd an opinion of the general communityas you appear to have. I have been in the poor man's case
who fell among t~ieves too long, to speak well 'Of my Lord's enemies, and I will never sacrifice a good conscience at the shrine of
popular applause. The day is coming, when God will decide the
controversy in the valley of Decision, tbe whole dispute arises here,
free grace independet:Jt of all fallen circumstances,
Crowns Christ Lord of all.

'V/hile men who have never felt the power and effects of the same,
'mix grace and works together, and so divide the glory of Jefius
to themselves. AQd this evil begins from a want of knowledge with
the law of God, and the love of God, and so legalize fhe glad tid.
ings of salv:ation by human sufficiency; but poor fallen man must
be brought naked to Christ" or farewell heaven to him." ,
When the Lord appeal'od to me in office character cif a Saviour,
'his eternal Spir,it had prepared my heart to the reception of his
love, and tbe correspoudent effects brought me to adore and praise
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his gracious wonderful name, at that happy moment my soul was
bound fast to him as a trophy of electing grace; aorl to this day I
sing amid my sin, and singing -the same song to him who saved me
by his divine power. Never was it more needful for the Lord's
servants to contend earnestly for the truth than at the present; the
mawkish divinity of the times is to do: something for the Lord,
and having grace to day, we are to husband it well, that by good
management we may have more ~o-morrQw, but if wc are neglectful to employ our talent all will be taken from us-" from all such
(trash) good ~ord deliver us." To the word and testimony, Christ
the power of God and the wisdom of God to, everyone that believeth-" I give unto my sheep eternal life, they shall never perish, and none shall pluck them out of my hand." Could this be
effected the Christian would have a gloomy prospect before him;
but we are not of those who draw back to perdition. The forerunner of our hope has passed through the gates, the breaker is
gone up, the mansions are prepared, and by and by every seat will
be occupied, and every heart made glad at the appearance of the
LoreL Satan will find all his devices doomed to naught, because all
things shall work together (not alone) for the good of his chosen.
It is at the church's Head every blow is aimed, while his pride is
mortified to find grace is running into (though not mixing with)
all the actions of his beloved bride. And thus it is that the Lord,
in his wise counsel, purposes to take advantage for good of every
'invention of the devil, intended against her ultimate victory; but
no weapon shall prosper-no tongue shall rise in judgment-no
spot shall be found upon her; no, her everloving husband and
friend will own her, because she was his from the beginning, rescued il'l time, and made meet to follow him in white robes, richly
wrought. Having such a friend, we cannot speak lightly of his
person, nor suffer his glory to be. tarnished by the base intentions
of ignorant and ill informed men, who never saw his beauty. He
is precious to those who believe, and in the needy moment will fly
'to Zion's help. Put in your claims my dear companions in tribulation, nor fear, though ten thousand set themselves against you,'
or lie in wait to decei ve. Christ was tbe alone su pport and confidence of the earliest father's before the Reformation; and not less so
when the fire and malice of Mary's reign sent so many of the dear
servants of his to glory. And can we for oa moment lose sigbt of
,his power to protect, and sovereigld providence to preserve in the
nineteenth century. Not far distant may be the period when our
religious liberty may be more circumscribed, or the power of infidelity prove a trial to our faith, yet tbe Lord will ha ve his twos and
threes to serve him. And I rejoice at the thought that every con.
fliet will draw us nearer to his throne, when he promises to hear all
appeals, and gives fresh strength to the weary. ,That it may please
him, if agreeable to his pure mind and will, to lead you, my dear
Sir, itlto a more rich discovery of the sllper-aboundings of his say·

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
5'53
iog grace, and into a clearer perception of divine truth, that you
may not be found ignorantly engaged against his cause, is the humble, though sincere prayer of yours, for the truth sake.
Essex, Oct. 15.
J. G.
-000'---

•

THE ASCENSION OF CHRIST

" God is gone up with a 'shout."

THE head of the old serpent was among the spoils of Christ's victory. Our glorious and.renowned Deliverer, encountered Goliath,
and slew him with his own sword; through death he destroyed him
that had the power of death, that is, the devil; he brake the head
of Leviathan in the waters, and gave him to be meat to them that
inherit the wilderness. Christ's victory over principalities and
powers on the cross, is a l;weet banquet to believers travelling
through the wilderness of this world.
The keys of the grave are among the spoils of Christ "Fear
not: for I have the keys of hell and of death." Christ decended into
tqe grave, and came out of it again, carrying the gates of the
grave (like Sampson) away with him; and he proclaims to all his
redeemed, "I have ransomed you from the power of the grave;
I have redeemed thee from death: 0 death, I will be thy plagues;
o grave, I will·be thy destruction."
.
The debt-bond that we were owing to justice, was' cancelled,
when Christ finished the work of redemption, we read of " a
hand-writing that was against us, and contrary to us." What was
it, but the curse of the broken-law, which we had all signed in
our first Father Adam, when he gave his consent unto the covenant
of works? By this all the race of Adam were bound to lie under
the wrath and curse of God for ever. Christ took this out of the
way: by the nails of his cross the bond was cancelled and removed, for, "he hath redeemed us from the curse of law, being made
a. curse for us;" and this rat ified bond ii among the trophies of his
VIctory.
The broken law, is now repaired, yea, magnified, and made hOIlourable, by his obedience unto the death. Christ was made under
the Jaw, to redeem them that were under the law; and we may
suppose, thafwhen Christ ascended, he made a report to his Father,
that, aqcording to his orders, he had fulfilled the whole commands
of the law, and so maintained the honour of the justice, holiness,
and soyereignty of God. 0 Father, would he say, here is the holy
law, which was broken by the sin of mallY, repaired, yea, magnified,
and made honourable; and thereupon the Lord d,eclares himself
well pleased for his righteousness sake: upon which the whole redeemed company cry with a loud voice, "Sing praises to God,
sing praises: sing praises URtQ our King, sing praises."
When Christ died and ascended he carried not only the keys of
death, but the keys of the house of David along with him; that is,
an absolute dominion, sovereignty, and headship over his chu,rch.
VOL. VIl.-No. XI.
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and over 'all creatures for his church's sake: "The keys of the
house of David will I Jay upon ~is shoulder: so he shall open, and
none shall' shut, and he shall shut, and none shall open." The key
was a badge of authority and sovereignty; this is committed to an
exalted Christ. Thus you see son·,e things that Christ carried with
1
him when he ascended. ,
When Christ went up with a shout, who were they that gave the
shout? We read of nothing but a deep and silent gazing after him,
as be went up from this lower world; wher'e then was the shouting?
The shouting was not in the church militant, but in the church triumphant, among an innumerable company of angels, and the spirits of just men made perfect: these SOO!f of God shouted for joy,
when they saw their glorious head ()f redemption corning in per'sonally among them with,his vestllre dipt in blood, and his name,
written on' his, thigh and vesture, " The King of kings ancl the Lord
of lords;" a name above every name that Can be named, whether
'in thi's world, or that which is to come. When a victorious gene'ral, after a long absence, ahd great dangers, returns back to the
army, the whole army welcome him with a shout; so" the armies
which were in heaven, clothed with fine linen, white and clean,
'when they saw the Son of G.>d coming in among them, wearing
the nature of man with all the ensigns of glory and victory, shining
with the brightness 6f his Father's glory and majesty; we may easily think 'that they would make heaven to ring with their Hallelujahs.
I
Everyone of the ransomed, all ~he angels, they would approve
of his conduct in the management of the great undertaking of re",
clemp'tion. The Father /Says, I am well pleased with him ~ and in
token thereof; I set him at my right 'hand of majesty on high: and
then the whole triumpbant company would cry, Amen, Hallelujah
for he has done all things well.
There is joy in heaven among the angels, when but one new
member is added to his mystical body; how much more, when
Christ himself in person entered the upper regions of glory? How
would they cry one to another then, "Let us oe glad and rejoice,
and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come,
and his bride hath maue herself ready?"
Every batrp would be tuned, and every tongue loosed, to cry,
" Thou 'art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof:
for thot! wast slain, and bast redeemed us to God by thy blood, and
hast made us kings and priests unto our God :"~and so everyone
casts down. thtir crowns at his feet, saying, " Worthy art thou to
receive power, ahdr riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour,
'
and glory, and blessing." ,
What a shout of admiration and adoration was heard among the
triumpharlt company, when Christ went up. The dazzling beams
of -QUI' Redeemer's glory, oblige the angels to cover their faces
with their wings, when they seehirn upon his throne,high and lifted

I~,
.,

TIlE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

555

'up, crying," floly, holy, holy is the Lore God of hosts, the whole
earth is full of his glory." Wben Israel saw the glory'of Christ
shining in the destruction of Pharaoh and his host, they were struck
with wonder, saying, H Who is a God like unto thee, glorious in
holiness, fearful in prai:;es doing wonders ?" How much more would
the ransomed in glory sing this song, when they. saw all the enemies of our salvation drowned in the sea of divine wrath? Hence it
follows, that there was a shout of victory and triumph heard among
the heavenly crowd when Christ went up. "The Lord has triumphed glorious\y.-The Lord is a man of war; the Lord is his
name." "Thy right hand, 0 L0rd, is become glorious in power:
thy right band, 0 Lord,hath dashe.d ill pieces the enemy. And in
the greatness of thine excellency thou hast overthrown them that
rose llP against t'hee: thou sentest wrath, which consumed them as
stubble." Thus you see that God in our nature went up with a
'~hottt, the Lord with the sound r!f a trumpet.
. The ascension 0/ Christ affords grounds C!f triumph, that make us
·~"en in a militant state, to fall a shouting with the church triumphant in heaven. Christ is not gone up to heaven as other saints
when they die, and depart to glory, ·in a private capacity; no, but
he went up in \l public capacity, in the name of his whole mystical
body, as our forerunner, lo open the way to glory, and to make a
report of what was done in the days of his humiliation upon this
earth: I' Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even-Jesus w.ho
is made an high priest for ever, after the order of Melchizedec." As
a forerunner he rides the way, that we may follow him by faith into the holiest, and may follow him at death without fear of that la~t
enemy. He goes before to tell tidings that the law is fulfilled,justice is satisfied, and every .thing agreed upon in the oouncil of peace
for the redemption of lost sinners actually accomplished. "I have
finished the work which thou gavest me to do." "Shout for joy
then, all ye that are upright in heart."
When man sinned, he fell under the power of Satan the ,god of
this world, and he was carrying all Adam's posterity away, as so
many prisoners in chains; and when that question was put, " Shall
the lawful captive be clelivered, shall the prey be taken from the
terrible?" angels and men were concluding that it was impossible,
because nol only was the enemy powerful,but be had the just-ice and
faithfulness of God engaged in the penalty of the broken covenant
of works on his side; but says the glorious Redeemer,Emanuel, the
Son of God, " Even the lawful ,captive ,shall be delivered, the prey
shall be taken from the terrible;" and I will do it iq a consistency
with the law, and to the honor of God's holiness, justice and sovereignty, and other perfections. Accordingly, be takes and brui;es
the head of the serpent in the satisfaction of justice; " he comes
from Edom with dyed garments," like Dne that " treadeth in the wine
fat; and after the victory he goes up tu heaven, leading captivity
captive; and now he has made all his alld our cnemie,s his fOQtsIOO! :
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ma.y not this make all the redeemed to lift up their voice of'
triumph!
He is gone up as a bridegroom, to prepare a lodging for his
bride, and to make a suitable provision for her against the day of
the consummation of the marriage: 'c In my Father's house are
many mansions :-1 go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you unto
myself, that where I am there ye may be also." Hast thou been
determined, in the day of thy espousal, to give thy heart and hand to
this better husband, saying, " I am the Lord's, I will be for him,
and not for another?" Here is good news, God is gone up with a
shout, the Lord with the sound of a trumpet; and he ~s gone to make
ready thy lodging and room in heaven, against the time when thou
shalt follow him. Perhaps thou dwellest in a crazy bouse of clay,
that is drooping, and thou art afraid every day it will fall down
about thy ears; take courage, the day of thy redemption draweth
nigh, ere long the bridegroom himself will come and fetch thee
home to himself, and" thou shalt enter tha "kings palace with glad.
ness and rejoicings, and mirth on every side; and thou shalt be
brought unto the king in raiment of needlework, and presented
, unto him without spot or wrinkle."
" Having a great high priest, that is passed inlo the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profe$sion." "Neither by
the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in
once into the holy place, haV'ing obtained eternal redemption for
us." It ,was the ground of Israel's confidence towards God, when
their priest went into the holy of holies, with the names of all the
tribes of Israel in his breastplate, and was accepte~ of God; so it is
ground of our confidence and boldness, that our Jesus is passed into the heavens, " Having a high priest over the house of God, let
us draw near with a true heart." The high priest under the law
had bells hung upon his garment, which made a sound when he entered into tbe holy of holies; by bearing of which, the people of
Jsrael attending without the vail, knew that he was alive, which was
the signal of their acceptance in him. Believer, our great New
"Testament high priest, Christ Jesus, is gone within the vail to the
holiest of all, not made with hands; but the preaching of the gospel is the sounding of his bells; every faithful minister is a bell
hung upon the garment of,our high priest; and whenever his Spirit
moves them in dispensing the word, the bell sounds, whereby we
know that our Redeemer lives; and blessed are the people that
I,now this joyful sound.
Christ is ascended up in our nature as an " advocate with the
Father;" " If any man sin we have an advocate w-ith the Father,
.Jesus Christ the righteous." There is a special emphasis in those
words, WE IIAVE AN ADVOCATE; the meaning is, he is constituted
and appointed to appear in our cause, and negotiate in our affairs.
Lift up thy head, believer, do not doubt of the success of \lis nego-
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cmtiolls; for his interest is so great in the court, that never any
man's cause was lost in his hands; the Father always hears him:
wherefore he is able to save unto the uttermost all that come unto
God through him, because he ever liveth to make intercession.
Our exalted King is set down upon the throne, in the midst of
the throne, and upon the right hand of the Majesty on high, and
" he shall rule the house of David for ever, and of his kingdom
there shall be no end." Men are combining together for the ruin
of his kingdom at this day, violating his laws, abrogating his doc- .
trines, beating their fellow servants; but let all the children of
Zion be joyful in their king, for he will make all their devices abortive, even before the day be ended; the reins being in his hand,
he will ride upon the corruptions of men, and "the wrath of man
shall praise him, and the remainder of his wrath he will restrain."
As the great Shepherd, he is still mindful of his sheep, that are
wandering in the wilderness. Although Chl'ist, as to his human
nature, be out of our sight, yet he is not so far offas to lose sight of
us. If your eyes were but strengthenerl, as Stephen's, to look
through these heavens over your heads, you would see Jesus sitting
at the right hand of God. And is it to be supposed, that he does
not see his poor people upon earth, and know how it fares with
them? " He that formed the eye, doth he not see?" Yea, he
stands upon mount Zion above, and he has his eyes fixed upon
every little sheep or lamb of his pasture; he tells all their wanderings; he is putting all their tears into his bottle; and there is not
a sigh or a groan, that goes from the heart of any of his oppressed
ones through the land at this day, but it goes to his very heart;
and in a short time he will call his under· shepherds, that are heating and abusing his flock, to an account for their management;
and in the mean time, however harshly they may be dealt with by
others, yet" he will feed his flock like a shepherd, he will gather
the Jambs with his arms, he will carry them in his bosom, and
gently lead those that are with young."
As our glorious representative is now taking possession of the
inheritance of eternal life, until his fellow heirs, all believers whom
he represents, follow him., Hence we are said to " sit together
with him in heavenly places." It is a very strange expression,
"we sit in heavenly places with him," even while weare sitting upon
the dunghill of this world, it is because ,he sits in heaven as our
representative. There is a mutual kind of representation between
Christ in heaven, and believers upon ~arth. Christ in heaven represents us there; for "he appears in the presence of God for us:"
and we, on the other hand, are his representatives here upon earth.
The life of the believer in this world, pietures forth the life of a
living Christ in glory; hence the life of Jesus is said to be manifested in us: so that no man who looks on duI' walk and way in the
world, but must know that Christ is living in heaven; " the life
also of Jesus is manifested in us." Now, considering all· these
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things, is it any' wonder that Chl'ist's going up'to heaven in our
nature, be attended with a -shout af joy and triumph, among all
,the redeemed in,the church militant or triumphant?

E.
-'----000----

To the Editors

SIRS,

,

of the Gospel Magazine.

ON reading your Review of the book giving an account of Cook
the murderer, wherein Dr, Holloway makes a prominent figure"
'excited me ~o hear 'him last Lord's Day. His discourse was from
.Jeremiah " 1 have loved thee with an everlasting love, therefore
with loving kindness have 1 drawn thee.
He entered upon the subject of the love of God to his people,
most scripturaIly and judiciously-his observations were weighty,
tending to build up the body of Christ; but upon closing his discourse he upset the whole he had said, by asserting, and defending, universal invitations to the ungodly, He grounded his general call on the circumstance, of his not knowing who were the
righteous or the wicked, as also if man had lost his power,God had
a fight to command; and what is particularly noticeable, he concluded by inviting the thirsty, to the fountain of waters, What
say you, Messrs. Editors, to such incongruities. I am yours, re~pectfully,

New Road, NQ:v. 12.
f.

BARTlMEUS.
RElIURKS.

A 1.L that the Edi tors can say la the above correspondent is, that it
is grievous to hear the crudi~ies that are disseminated from our pulpits. It is a position, men by nature are dead in sin; life must be
given before breath can be expected. God does not look, either
for faith, or repentance, until the soul is renewed by the Holy'
Spirit. Therefore to call upon man, in his alienation, to do the
work of Omnipotence, is mockery. A teacher of the gospel has
plenty of business to do without enforcing impossibilities, or looking
into the book of life to find out who he is to address. His work is
bifore Ilim, let him act as a wise man, and_discriminate not, perso'
nnllu, but as mankind are divided, saints and sinners, and give to
each their portion. To the unregenerate point out to him his dangerous state, and tben address not him, but the HOLY SPIRIT', to
give him a lIew heart. To those of the household of faitb, let him
bring out of the sacred treasury, tliings new and old, here he has
to do wltbbabes, young men, and fatbers. But foolishly to 'assert, "Though man bas lost his power, God has not lost bis right
to exact obedience," is raising dust over the human intellect. The
truth is, God never called for faj,tll or repentance, before the Holy
Spirit implanted those graces in the hea~·t, for then he would be a
hard mastc,l', expecting fruit without planting, or reaping where he
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never sewed. Nay, we go further, no one is .damned upon negatives, but upon positives, what we mean is this, It is nol written a
man is damned because he wilt not believe, but because " be believeth not." So again, light is come into the wor! d, the condemna.
tion is, not because he loveth not the light, but positivelj; he lov'eth
darkness. In fact it all comes to this-ye believe not, because ye
are not of my sheep-ye are of your Father the devil, and the
works of your father you do.
EDI:rORS.
---000-

SHORT IIINTS ON SCRIPTURE PASSAGES SELECTED FRO~I FIFTY. TWO
SER1UONS LATELY PREACHED IN SANDWICH KENT.
BY A. G.

No. H.
Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times th~ things that
are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I wiJil do all my p Ira.
sure ...lsAIAH XLVI. 10.
. •

A GOD without will, is a created idol, a non-entity. A subordinate
will is subject to another will.
I. God's acts are all willed.
1. Eternally and immutably.
2. Efficaciously and sovereign.
s. Secretly in purpose.
4. Providentially by events. From Adam to Noah, from Abraham to Christ's coming.
•
5. Evidentially in Bible.
6. Ministerially in Gospel.
1. Respecting his purposes.
2. Precepts and promises.
3. Absolute decrees.
11. The display of God's will.
1. In all the creation.
2. All Providence.
S. Gracious productions.
;:I
4. Spiritual blessings of adoption, predestination, Justificati{m,
sanctification, redemption, sal vation.
1II. The judiciousness of God's will,
I. As law-giver tornan.
.
.H
2. As permitter of sin.
3. As forgiver of crime.
4. As restorer' to liberty.
5. As promoter to honour.
J oseph's brethren-Mary Magdalin-crucified Thief.
IV. The equity of God's will.
.
1. In all evil things.
Afflictions, corrections, punishments, vel'. 8.
Both quality and quantity, duration and design.
.~
2. In things consistent.
l

I
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J. With his pleasure.
2. Law and justice.

:5. Holiness and wisdom.
4.. Love and goodness.
5. Man's condition.
6. God's honour and glory.

This is my commandment, That ye love one another as I have loved you.
Greater love !lath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his
friends.•..JoHN xv. 13,14.

1. The persons addressed.
1. Christ's dear people.
2. Fruitful branches.

3. Permanent branches.
4. Visible disciples.
5. Obedient children•.
6. True and faithful friends.
n. The example given.
1. God's love to Christ.
2. Christ's love to Christians.
3. Primitive churches.
4. Continued privileges.
Ill. The inducements to love.
1. So have I loved you.
2. As I have loved you.
3. Christ's acts of love excel.
1. The love of men,
2. The·love of women,
3. The love of angels.
IV. The utility of Christ's love•.
1. It is satisfactory to God.
2. It is meritorious in and for men.
3. It is unchangeable in quality.
4. It is confirmative in action.
5. It is conquering in power
l
6. It is permanent in duration.
7. It is a moving cause.
S. It is an instrumental cause.
9. It is an efficacious cause.
10. It is a preserving cause.
11. It.is a promoting cause of all obedience and friendshi p.
I '2. It is a convincing cause of glory.
Consequently
1. It is love the greatest.
2. It is most wonderful.
3. It is most mysterious.
4. It is most beneficial.
5. It is most animating.
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l'heLord hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with
an everlasting love: therefore with loving kindness have I drawn thee ...
JEREMIAH XXXI. 3.

I"

,

I. THE antiquity of love.
God's love includeth past, present, and future.
n. Tbe quality of God's love.
Superlative.
1. In the freeness of it.
2. In the greatness of it.
3. In the strength of it.
4. In the benefit of it.
5. In the durability of it.
Ill. The people so loved.
1. The chosen in love,
2. The redeemed by power.
I '
3. Illuminated by light.
4. Constrained by acts.
5. Drawn by influence.
IV. How they are drawn.
1. Affectionately.
2. Attractively. Behold
3. Drawn by allurements.
4. Drawn by the revelations of Christ.
5. Drawn by invitations to come.
6. Drawn by the promises of favours.
V. Positive evidence of it.
Effects produced.
1. In the inclinations.
2. In the conversation.
3. In the practical conduct.
4. In-- the choice of companions.
5. In the cbange in company.
6. In connections civil.
7. In communion and fellowship.
8. In testilllOnial proof.
I. Their faith in Christ.
2. Construction of mind. '
3. Patience under the trials' of love and faith.
Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such
things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee nor forsake
thee.
So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what
man shall do unto me.. ~HEBREWS XIII. 5,6.

1. Favours conferred by God.
1. Temporal blessings.
2. Spiritual merci€:s.
VOL. VII.-No. XII.
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S. Gospel privileges.
4: Otdai'rled pastors.
11. Arguments to contentment.
1.. With God's providence.
2. With God's covenant.
3. Christ's engagements.
He hath said.
I. I will never leave thee.
2. I will never forsake thee.
3. The Lord i~ thy helper.
Ill. Antidote against fear.
I. The Lord's love to thee.
2. The Lord's care and attention over thee.
4. The Lord's power to defend thee.
4. The Lord's wisdom to guide th~e.
5. The Lord's grace and Spirit to comfort.
IV. Inducement to hope and trust inbigJ.
1. Past manifestations.
2. Former deli verances.
3. Love extended to thee.
4. Love continued to thee.
5. Faith and hope exercised.
6. Prayer answered.
7. Strength increased.
8. Doubts banished.
9. Cpnfidence inspired.
10. Promises received.
I will not leave thee. I will and ye shall.
V. Reasons why I will it.
1. My eternal union.
2. Unalterable decree.
3. Unchangeable mind.
4. Cnconsolable power.
, r'~
5. Universal dominion.
I
6. Lawful, right, by gift and lawful paymept. '
0'"

,

Known unto God are all bis works from the be'giliningof tbe world. ,
Wherefore my sentence is, t1llflt we t~oubl,e not tj:Iem, wbich from the Gentiles
are turned to God.
But that we ,wri,te unt,9 the,~, t.h~t ,t1~,ey abstflin from pollution. of idols~ and
fta:rri,llf'ormcatLdn', and from 'thl'n~.ll lilca'ng'ilid, ~'nd Jrop! blddd...AcTs, xv,

r ·t, .Jl
I.
i
I. Gon',s e,xtt:;nsiy,e ,know,)e9ge',i(': ' .. , ",
Be was, he is, and will be AJplm.' '" '
,."
I
1. From the beginning he knewest all pemons', places, thiogs.
2. His works and our works.,
3. All extent of creation.
40. All events of providence.
I

t~8 ••'.J20.

Jl ~,H

1I

,

P

•

•

,THE GOSPEL MAGA~INE.

,'5:6S

5. Aq~ operations of grace.

,
All caUses and effects of eviJ.'lf!- I· > - _ •• <', ' , I ,~~ fa .'
7. All cases of necessity.
.
" '.
n. James's advice. He distinguisheth between the converted
and unconverted.
Ill. The import of his epistle.
I. To abstain from idols.
Z. To avoid pervertions and pollutions of truth by error.
3. To shun fornication sin.
4. Strangled doctrine.
5. Unlawful use of blood.
{ ",'
6. Subversions. .
IV. The good effects of the epistle.
The epistle of James indited and attested 'by ,Paul, apostles, and
brethren, caused
'
1. ConsolatiQn of mind ina multitude;
"A
2. Confirmation in faith, joy, and peace.
3. Evidences of the fact ..
I. Reformation followed.
z, Works of f~ith ~nd lQve"
., 3. ,Preference .of Cbri~t.
4. Of gospel to law.
5. Reality to shadows.
6. Life todqinb idols,'
7. Perfections to imperfections.
8. Liberty to bondage.
9. Riches to pov~rty.
10. Christ before Moses or Aaron.
Divinity before 'any human creature.
6.

J

~i

~,

,

I
I

•

'.' - , ; .

.f

Moreover, the law entered, that t\le o'ff'ence might abouud: but sin abounded,
grace did much more abound.
.
That sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life, by J esusChrist OUl' Lovd ... RoMAN'S V. 20, 21.

I. THE nature of God's law.
God's law is holy, just, good, equitable.
H. Sin and its aboundings.
All are sinners.
111. Grace and its qualities.
1. It is sovereign favour.
2. Free love a~a mercy_
3. Final salvation;
IV. The reign of grace.
1. It is superior to the reign of sin, Satan, and death.
Z. Grace reigns extensively,
3. It reigns efficiently.
4. It reigns evidentially.
V. The abollndings of it.
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Its abounding reign is
1. In God's covenant of grace.
2. In the reign of Christ.
3. In his miracles and works.
'4. In his gospel doctrines.
1. In eternal election.
2. In pardon of sinners.
3. In justification by grace.
4. In sanctification.
VI. Its advangeous reign.
1. Hedemption by Jesus.
2. Righteousness by Christ.
3. Eternal life by Christ.
4. Preservation in Christ.
5. Conquest by Christ.
'
6. Certain victory over sin, Satan, and enemies to the truth as it
is in Christ and gospel revelation.
.
--000--

To the Editors of the Gospel Maga%ine.
THE BACKSLIDER'S FRIEND.

" Turn, 0 backsliding children, saith the Lord: for I am married unto you."
J er. iii. 14.
MESSRS. EDITOR~,

doctrine of the final preservance of the saints under the Holy
Spirit's influence, is calculated to cheer' and comfort the believer's
heart, under the various discoura~ements and trials he meets with
in this world. This glorious truth is illustrated in various ways,
but in no instance is it more plainly demonstrated, than in the reclaiming of poor backsliders who have forsaken their father's house,
and turned a deaf ear to his remonstrances. A backslider must have
been regenerated, or ,born again, and perhaps for y~ars was an ornament to the name and truth of Zion's King; but now, alas, he
has fallen a prey to the evils of a corru pt heart, the suggestions of
the devil, and the bewitching snares of this evil world. All God's
people, to a certain extent are backsliders, but I have my eye in
particular upon external backsliders. This class of transgressor's
are to be blamed and pitied-blamed for the evils they practice, and
pitied as those who have fallen a prey to an evil heart, which the
brightest saint in the world is possessed of. It is a humbling truth
that there is no difference in the fallen nature of the Lord's people
-No, the ornamental Christian and the backsliding child, are both
alike contaminated and depraved, and the difference in their practice is, owing to the one being kept by the power of God, and the
other being suffered to go astray.
I have already said, that a backslider in the sense of the text,
must be a real Christian, or such an one as have previously been
born again. Mere professors may become apostates, but not ba~k
sliders. When the scriptures' speak of them, they are described as

THE

11'

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

565

dogs returning to their vomit, and as swine to the mire, but not as
backsliders in the sense now under consideration. To what length
a backslider may wander, 1_ shall not attempt to determine, further
than this, that they never shall wander to hell, nor shall they die in
a state of impenitence for those sins they have committed, .to the
great dishonor of their Lord. Ephraim and the prodigal son wandered .a great way, but the Lord reclaimed them, and those who
assert that the Lord does not chastise his people for their sins, might
as well say that the Holy Ghost does not lay sin heavily on the concience of the sinner, when it his pleasure first of ~all to convince of
sin, and of judgment to come. Let the sighs, groans and· wounds
of reclaimed backsliders be heard, as proofs of chastisements on
account of sin. There are a few things we learn from this portion
of divine truth, that must be dear in the remembrance of every true
believer. We see that the text treats of an ancient as well as vi·
sible spiritual marriage, between the Lord and his church, that all
the fault is on one side, that the unoffending and innocent party has
to use entreaty to his offending bride, and that instead of her confessing her guilt,and seeking her husband's presence and favour,
she is still bent upon wandering from him. The love of Christ is
without a parallel. Where is the man to be found who would follow and seek such a faithless consort! No, the man would say I
took her when in penury, brought her to my table and dwelling,
fed her and clothed her, but she has eloped from me and sought.
other lovers-she has beggared me by her prodigality, surfeited me
with her pride and vanity, and disgraced my name by her prac.
tices, and I have done with her; let her go a worthless jilt as she is.
But hear tbe kind language of Christ to his backsliding bride! Return, 0 backsliding children! and this was not enongh that he
should own her in the relationship of afather; but he seeks her
further, and urges as a motive for her return, the endearing appellation of husband, " I am married to thee." Mark the condescension of the Lord: he does not threaten her, he says notHing of her
rags, dirt and poverty; but he cries, Return linto me, and when his
love reaches the heart of the poor backslider, her cold affections begin to move, and with tears on account of her sins, she exclaims,
" now will I return unto my first husband, for thel1 was it bettel'
with me than now."
If it be asked, Why did Christ assume human nature? The reply
is, because he was married to his church. \,yhy was he born in a
manger? because he was married to a faithless spou,se. Why was
he forty nights and days with wild beasts in the wiluerness? because he was married to a sinning bride. vVhy did he bunger and
suffer privation, and why did he die the ignominious death of the
qoss? because he ~vas married to a sin-loving and hell seeking
bride. Talk of U11~qPpy matcbes, and per'.lons'Jbeing, sufferers on
account of being unequally yoked till doomsday; what does all this.
amount to; when compared with the suffering~ of the best, 'loises(
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and holiest of bridegrooms? And if poor sinners ask when they get
safe to heaven, Lord wby are we raised to .this dignity and glory?
'The I:eply may be found in these word~, it. wu.s because, " 1 was
onarrzed to thee."
c,,'
A DWARF.
Manchester,1832.
---000--- .

To the Editors if the GO$pel Magazin,e,
CHRIST AS A SON.
MESSRS EDITORS,

HAnNG in No. 9, of this Magazine, considered the reflections of
an Undergraduate of Oxford, relative to the ,. pre-eminence of
Christ as a 80n," I would beg. with all due subnjission to that good
man's 'learned opinion, to make a few observations, which may not
altogether prove unprofitable to those who are believers in Christ,
and especially when we consider that as such, it. is is our bounden
duty to give our opinion freely, and thus teach and admonish one
another. And firstly, I would observe, that this friend has used in
his arguments, the words" Divine Sonship," " Begotten of the
Father before all worlds," and " From the eternal generation of
Christ is derived most forcible argument in favor of his proper deity Y
For my own part I think, if what our friend asserts, be the fact, the
Arians and Socinians would successfully gain an advantage against
.the truth, for the prevention of which let us inquire into the real
llature of Christ's Sonshi p, so as to ascertain if that nature is the
Divine, and if Divine whether it was begotten before all worlds, and
if there be such·a thin~ as eternal generation-this appears to me to
be what he contends for.
That Christ Jesus, the Lord, i,s a Divine person when united t(j)
God the Word, or in other words, as God in our natme, is beyond
all doubt, and moreover in the Son dwells the fulness of God, Father
\'Yord and Spirit, everyone taught of God would at aU tim:'s maintain this glorious fact, and I db sincerely beg, that this friend will
bear with me, then we shall gain by trading. He perhaps may say,
that what he'has asserted, is but the common acceptation among
good men, therefore custom and usage should have the preference
to a single opinion in those matter; but iet us lay custom and usage
aside for a moment, and reason will still be found in its place.
The first consideration I would then propose, Whether the name
60n is at all applicable to Deity, and where can we find a scriptural
proof, and particularly if that gentleman can shew that the three
that bear record' in heaven, (that is the church) and that the three in
one could ever have been made up in an eterna} generation, or a
begetting in eternity? If this had been the case once, the addition
must be created or made, and therefore one part of the Deity would
be subject to the other as its ma~ter or creator, and could not form
a part of the native essence of Jehovah, but as the Son knew nothing
aud did nothing of himself, this shows clearly that he was subject to
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tbe divine nature, and therefore he could neither think or do, without his head, for the head of Christ is God, so the head of the
church is Christ, and the church can do nothing without him. By
making the necessary distinction between the two natures of the
Saviour, is the only way to obtain ,a clear scriptuml, idea'1~of
both-so that we may understand clearly what God saith unto,.the
Son. "And unto the Son he saith, &c." which shows that the Redeemer was God and man in one person.
"I agree with this friend in thinking, that whatsoever existed from
everlasting, must be self-existent and infinite, but according to his
previoLls showing, if Christ's divine nature was eternally begotten,
he can neither be self-existent 'or infinite, and I am glad to see he
disapproves of the pre-existence scheme; but as I do not intend
here t~entt1r upon ,that subject, but to continue what I have begun
the following are a few passages selected for consideration, setting
forth tire double nature of the blessed Lord Jesus. Isaiah ix. 6.',' For unto us a ~hild is born, unto us a son ,is given, and the 'g'Overnlil](;}nt shalllte upon his shoulder (here the prophet applies the
name son to the huna:al'l nature, and then gives a fair desclliption of
his Godhead) a11d his name shall be called wonderful, counsellor,
the mighty God, the everlasting Father; and the princ~ of peace,"
that the Son is begotten in time and not in eternity, read Matt. i. ,23.
(as quoted fmm the~same prophet) " Behold a virgin shall be.witn
child, and'shall hring forth ,a son, and they shall call his name Emanllel, which being interpreted is God with us, or God in our nature
but not sinful natur<;) thatth,e Son ,is the subject of time, read Psalm
ii. 7. " I will declare the decree, the LO\1d hath.said unto me, thou
art my Son, this day have I begotten thee"-it is quite clear that
there is no such being as God the Son, but there is the Son ,0f'Gmd,
who was m'l\de in the likeness-of sinful flesh, and was anointed with
the oil of gladness above his fellows, having the Spirit without measure. Luke i. 25. "And the angel answered and said unto her,
the Holy Gho,t shall come upon thee, and the power.ofthe highest
shall >ovrershadow thee; Itherefore, that bl'Oly thing which shall be
born of thee, shal:l be called the Son of God." That the Son is
not Deity, is clearly shown by the Son not being infinite in ,power. or knowledge, and for proof, take Christ's own words, -John v. 19.
"Then answered Jesus, and said unto them, "Veri1Iy, verily, ,I say,
uu,lo you, the Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth t,he
Fatherdo, fqr what thing soever he doth, thesealsodoth the Son Jikewis'e;" and Mark xiii. 32.'" Hut of that day and .that hour knoweth
no man, n'o not the angels which are in hea"en, ,neither the Son,
but the Father." Therefore he who knew the d~oughts of mao, re..,.
ceived ~ll commuuication flOm his Head or Deity" and thereby be
perceived what passed in the minds of men, whether it was good or
evil. As the three persons in Jehovab are co.equal, as well as coeternal, not one person in that Divine essence can be made subject
to the other, but the Son (or human nature) can; n And when all
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things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself
be subject unto him, that put all things under him, that God may
be all in all ;" for a description of the Saviours' divine nature, read
John i. 2. "In tbe beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God (the Father) and the Word was God, (not the Son) the
same was in the beginning with God (the Holy Ghost) all things
were made by him, and without hi'm was not any thing made that
was made." Again, read 1 John i. 2. "That which was from the
beginning~ which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes
which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled of the
Word of life, for the life was manifest, and we have seen it, and
bear witness, and show unto you that Eternal Life, w,hich was with
the Father, and was manifested unto us." Thus, the apostle saw
God, the Eternal Life, in the face of Jesus Christ, " That which we
h.1Ve seen and heard, declare we unto you, that ye also may have
fellowship with us, and truly our fellowship is with the Father and
with his Son Jesus Christ;" and, again read Heb. i. 1,2. God who
at sundry times and in divers manners, spake unto our fathers by
the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son,
whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made
the worlds, (of whom Adam was a figure, and from whom all man.
kind sprang, so Christ is the head 'of the body the church, and for
that rigHteous generation, God designed his Son to represent, and
in whom all the families of the earth are blessed) who being the
brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, upholding all things by the wol'd of his power (Godhead) the Son
being begotten by the Holy Ghost, as well as made tinder the law,
came not from beneath, but from above, was not born of man, nor
of the ~illof man, but of God, therefore emphatically called the
only begotten Son ofGod , and there is no other begotten; as touch.
ing the greatness of his person as God in our nature; he is the Redeemer, the Lord of hosts, without father and mother, and without
beginning of days or end of life, but as to his human nature he was
a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and in this double
capacity he was the covenant-maker, and the covenant,fulfilJer, the
Creator ahd the Redeemer, who engaged in eternity to perform
every clause of the covenant in time; and he who created man and
permitted him to destroy himself, redeemed him by his precious,
blood, and that as of a lamb slain in the purpose of Jehovah, before
the foundation stone of the world or church was actually laid.
These are my views of the Saviour, and much more might be said
upon the subject, but I forbear, and beg to subscribe myself, Sirs,
yours, very obediently,
IS#1lgton, 20, Oct. 1832.
JOHN STYLE.
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GOSPEL A TREASURE.

gospel consists in something very vall<lable; for what men
do not value, they do not reckon it a treasure. What so valuable
as the go~pel of the grace of God! 0, says David, "How precious unto me are the word~ of thy mouth! they are better to me
than thousands of goItl and of sil ver." J<":very precept, every promise, every truth of God, is a' precious jewel which we are to buy
at any rate, but to sell at no 'rate, " Wisdom's merchandise is bet.
ter than the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than fine
gold. They that know the value of it will prefer it unto all the
treasures of this world, and take joyfully the spoiling of their
goods; rather than part with the least particle of gospel truth; yea,
they will not 101'e their life unto the death, in comparison of the
gospel treasure: hence we are commanded to "contend earnestly
for the faith once delivered unto the saints."
The gospel brings life and immortality to light: "it is profit.
able for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness; and the man of God is made perfect thereby,
thoroughly furnished unto all good works."
So rare then is the gospel, even as to the external revelation of
it? It is not a thing common to every nation: " He sheweth his
word unto Jacob, his statutes and his judgments unto Israel.
He hath not dealt so with any nation." The greate~t part
of the world, at this day, know nothing of the gospel-treasure;
and amoug these nations to whom it is come, how few are they
that enjoy it in its purity! There is but little gospel to be heard in
many of the pulpits through the land. There are many sermons
applauded by some, where there is not one grain weight of the
gospel-trea.sure, from tbe beginning to the end, no more than in
the writings of Plato, Seneca, and Cicero. And even where the
gospel is preached in purity, how few are they that really receh'e
it and entertain it by faith!
They that are ill quest of the gospel must dig for it before they
find it, therefore called by " Chr~st a treasure hid in the field:" The
field where it lies is the word of God; and they who would find it,
they are directed to" seek it as silver, and to search for it as for a
hid treasure." Hence our Lord, to tbesame purpose, exhorts us to
search the scriptures for in them we think to have eternal life, and
they are they which testify of me.
The gospel it opens a mine of riches which have no bottom: says
Panl, " I preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of
Christ." Here there is fulness, all ful ness, yea, all the fulness of
the Godhead; riches which the eye bath not seen, ear hath not
heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive:
But God hath revealed them unto us by the Spirit, says the apostle.
A treasure implies not only abundance of great and good things,
but that they are substantial alld durable. Men make no account
THE
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of the treasures of snow, which melt away and perish. Such are
all earthly treasures, they perish in the very using; riches make
to themselves wings, and flyaway like an eagle, mounting up to
heaven till she be quite out of sight. 'Ve read of Cl rich man whq,
when he had filled his barns with corn, and his coffers with money,
said to himself, " Soul, take thine ease for there is goods laid up
for fnany years." But where were his treasures when God said to
him, " Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be taken from thee, and
whose shall these things be?" Yea, worldly treasures fi'equently
melt away before they are taken out of this world, as we see in the
case of Job, who, thou~h to-day he was the richest man in the
east, yet to-morrow he became poor to a proverb.' But the treasures of the gospel are durable and substantial: says Christ, the
essential Wisdom of God, "I will cause those that love me to inherit substance, and I will fill all their treasures." This is indeed
a treasui'e to be desired, because it endureth for ever; moth and
rust do not corrupt it, and thieves break not through to steal.
Jesus Christ is the Alpha and the Omega, the sum and substance
of the gospel. Christ is all in an; and if you win Christ, yolc1 win
the whole of the gospel. "Yea, doubtless, 1 count all things but
loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord:
for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them
but dung that I may win Christ." AmI when the apostle went up
and down the world from nation to nation, scattering the gos,pel
among them, what was the amount of it bul Christ. "Unto me,
who am ll'sS than the least of all saints, is this grace give!), that I
should preach among the Gentiles the unscar<;hable I'iches of
Christ." "We preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling
block, and unto the Greeks foolishness; but llnto them which are
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of Goel, and the
wisdom of God." "I determined 110t to know any thing amongst
you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified." "God would make
known what is the riches of the glory of tbis mystery among the
Gentiles, which is Christ in you (amongst yOtl), the hope of glory;
whom we preach. Thus, the sum-total of the gospel-treasure is
Christ; and 110 wonder, for God is in Christ, who is the alone ade.
quate portion of the rational and immortal soul: It hath pleased
the Father, that in Christ should all fulness dwell, that out of his
fulness all we might receive grace for grace."
Of all things iu the world life is the most valuable. It was a true
saying of the father of lies, " Skin for skin, yea, all that a man
hath will he give for his life." The mariner will heave overboard
into I he sea all his most valuable goods and commodities that he
bas with him, to sa"e his life. And if the li'fe of the body be so
valuaBle, what must the life of the soul be? "What is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, anej. lose his own .soul?"
or, what can a man give in exchange, for his soul? The
I
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redemption of the soul is precious, and ceaseth for ever as to
any ransom that man can give for it. Now the gospel is called a.:
word of life and a word ofsalvation, and" Go (says the angel unto
the apostles who were imprisoned), stand and speak in the temple
to the people all the words of this life." And whoever he be that
heIieveth the gospel concerning Chri:;t, he shall not perisQ, Qut have
everlasting life.
'
.
Next unto life, light is the most sweet and valuable thing in thi5
world; what a melancholyunheartsome habitation would this world be,
if it wanted tbe :;un in the firmament! "Tnlly ligQt is sweet, and it
is a pleasant thing for the eyes to behold the sun." The gospel
brings a more valuable light unto the world thiJ,n the light of the
sun in the firmament, even that light which discovers another
world, and a far better world than this is, " for life a.nd imlll,ortality
is brought to light by the gospel." Wherever the gospel comes,
" the people which sat in darkness are made to s,ee a great. light;
and to them which sat in the region of the shadow of death, light
cloth spring up." Christ says " I am the light of the world: he
that followeth me shall not walk ill darkness, but shall have the light
of life." And where this light of the gospel shines into the heart,
it is a prelude of the light of glory.
\ In this gospel. treasure is to be found a treasure of ~isdomJ
.whereby the foolish and simple sinner is made wise to salvat.ion.
" Tn Christ are hid all the treasures of wisdom aQd knowledge;
,and he is made of God unto us wisdom. Da,vid found such a Qlea..:
sure of wisdom and knowledge in this trel\8,Ure, that he h,ad mQn~
understanding than the ancients, ~nd more wisdom than all his
teachers by the gospel reveli:\~ion, these thing,s are brought to
light unto babes, that are hid from the wise and 'Prudent of this
world. "It cannot he gotten for gold, neither shall silver be
weighed for the price thereof. No mention shall be made of coral
or of pearls: for the price of wisdom iil above .rubies. The tOP1;1Z
of Ethiopia shall not equal it; neither shall it be valued with put'
gold. Goel only understandeth the way tbereof, anti he kno~eth
tbeplace thereof."
. .
In this gospel t.reasure is to be found that crown of gl«;>ry which
fell from Adam's head that day that he. sinned against God.: H All
we with open face, beholding as in a glass, the glass of the gospel.
revelation, the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same imilge,
,from glory to glory, as by' the Spirit of the Lord." Christ is the
image of the invisible God, and tbe brightness of his Father'll
glory; and, by beholding bis glory in the gospel, we cometo. be re
. newed in knowledge after the image of him that created Msat first.
'the gospel opens a treasure of " fine linen, pure and V\fbite,
which is the righteousness of the saints," by this righteouslle.$lI
of the saints is to be understood the imputed righteousness
of Christ. This is that white raiment· whicll Christ counsel~
.Laodicea to· buy of them, that the shame of hel' nakedncs~
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might not appear. This, we bring forth, and bring near unto
you in the gospel revelation: " I am·not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation, to every
one that believeth. For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith." Come then, 0 naked sinners, who are
made sensible of your state and buy white raiment, robes of righte-.
ousness, garments of salvation, without money and without price,
for it is a gifted righteousness.
Here is a treasure of quickening, cleansing, adorning, strength~
f1ning, and sanctifying influences of the Holy Ghost; for we receive the Spirit, not by the works of the law, but by the hearing of
faith. Christ is a head of influence, who received the Spirit above
measure, that he might communicate the Spirit and all his influences unto his mystical body; and the gospel is the channel of conveyance; hence, by the great and precious promises, we are made
partakers of the divine nature. Those places where the g-ospel is
not preached, they are like unto the mountains of Gilboa, upon
which nothing of the rain or dew of the Holy Ghost descends.
In the gospel are noble securities for every thing needful, either
for life or godliness, for time or eternity. The gospel covenant is
a large charter under the seal of heaven, for the whole inheritance
of glory, and all that pertains thereunto: and the promises of the
covenant are so many particular clauses of the charter, whereby
this and that and the other blessing is secured, and all these yea and
arilen in Christ. It is " an everlasting covenant, well ordered in
all things and sure. The mountains shall depart, and the hills be
removed, but my kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall
the covenant of my peace be removed, saith the Lord, that bath
mercy on thee."
. In this gospel you have a treasure of sovereign medicines and
antidotes against aIJ these spiritual and foul diseases unto which we
are subjected since the fall of Adam. Here are the leaves of the
tree of life, which are ordained for the healing of the nations;
" He sent forth his word and healed them." 'Ve bring you glad
tidings of great joy, that there is balm in Gilead, and a Physician
there of unerring skill, and who saves to the uttermost all who
come unto him, Jet their case be never so desperate, or the diseases never so obstinate against all other remedies; he opens the
blind eyes, he makes the lame man to leap like a hart, and the
tongue of the dumb to sing; yea, the very dead are made to hear
the voice of the Gilead's Physician, and so are made alive.
In this gospel there'is laid open the great and glorious mysteries,
that were hid in God from all eternity. The Lion of the tribe of
J udah hath opened the book, and loosed the seven seals thereof,
which none in heaven or in earth were capable to do but himself:
and now under the New Testament, by the commandmeBt of the
everlasting God, these hidden mysteries are now published. III
this gospel there is Cl- revelation of the mystery of the Trinity,
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three in one, and one in three: the mystery of the incarn~tion of
the eternal Son of God: " And without controversy great is the
my;,terv of godliness; God manifested in the flesh:" the mystery
of the death and satisfaction of Christ, whereby the sword of justice, being bathed in his blood, is put up again ill its scabbard,
and the anger of God turned away from us: the mystery of his
resurrection from the dead, whe"reby he was justified in the Spirit,
and the debt we were owing to law and justice discharged :" the
mystery of his ascension unto heaven, as our Forerunner, whereby
the way to glory is opened for us through the territories of the
Prince of the power of the air: the mystery of his intercession,
wnereby our acceptance with God is procured, and all accusa.
tions and charges against us are repelled. The gospel brings to
light the mystery of the new.birth, whereby we are initiated in the
kingdom of heaven: the mystery of justification by the imputation
of his righteousness unto us, whereby the righteousness of the law
comes to be fulfilled in every one,that believes: the mystery of our
adoption into God's family, whereby the heirs of hell and.wrath are
pu~ among the children: the mystery of our sanctification by the
Spirit of Chsist, whereby we are made meet to be partakers of the
inheritance of the saints in light. These and the like mysteries
l.lre opened in the everlasting gospel, which flesh and blQod cannot know, and cannot receive, because they are spiritually dis.
cerned.
In the gospel is to he found store of meat; meat for the hung-ry,
and drink for the thirsty soul, meat indeed, and drink indeed. The
incarnation and satisfaction of the Son of God, apprehended by
faith, is that hidden manna which the world qre strangers to. Of
this banquet we read, " In this mountain shall the Lord of hosts
make unto all people a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full
of marrow, of wines on the lee~ well refined." A tasting of this
food satisfies the longing soul so much, that it hungers no more
after the swine husks which the world feed upon. See the invitation given to the convinced sinner to come unto this gospel-banquet. "Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters."
" Unto you, 0 men, db I call, and my voice is to the sons of men.
Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the wine which I have
mingled."
The gospel is a treasure of rich spoils, which Christ the Captain
of our salvation took from the enemy, when he foiled him upon
the field of battle, and triumphed over principalities and powers.
Here is the head of the dragon, that old serpent the devil, the destroyer of mankind, which Christ gives to be meat to them that inhabit the wilderness. Here is the hand-writing of the curse of
the law, which was contrary unto us, and which gave Satan a lawpower over us, retired and cancelled. Here are the keys of hell
and death, which Christ took by main force from the jailor: " I
am be that liveth,and was dead; and behold, I am alive for ever·
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Amen; and h\lve the keys of hell and of death." Here is
death itself disarmed of its sting, and ,lhe grave of its victory, so
as you may triumph over it a vanquished enemy, saying, " 0
death, where is thy sting-, 0 grave, where is thy victory? Thanks
be to God, which giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jesus
Christ." All these spoils Christ took from the enemy, when of the
people there was none with him; and yet, like the women that
tarried at home, he makes us to. divide the spoil: and thus the
promise of the Father is fulfilled, " I will divide him a portion
with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong."
(n the gospel are brought forth all the riches and glory of Immanual's land, that lies on the other side of the Jordan of deilth•. The
new J erwsalem, with all its splendour and glory, is brol\ght down
from God out of heaven. In the dispensation of the gospel, we have
a map of the 'celestial Jerusalem, unto which the redt;emed from
among men shall be admitted, wlH'n they have finished their work
and pilgrimage in this lower world. 0 what rich treasures the
gospel brings unto sinners, how ~t1y then is)t called " The glori..
ous gospel of the blessed God.
AN OLD DISCIPLE.
---000--I1INTS TO MINISTERS ON TIlE TEIIIPTATIONS OF SATAN.

FIRst:, to ·the laborious. "Satan instigates to overdo and cut
short his days by excessive labours in the ministerial work, This
snare Satan lays for one whose heart is in his work, especially if
the constitution of tbe body is weak, and not proportioned to the
vigour ~nd activity of his spirit. Matt. xxvi. 41. Be plies the man
with this engine, the eRects of wholle'gifts and graces, in exercise
of the ministry, be greatly dreads, and no doubt exults when he
thinks he hath in that way finished a man in a short time, who, in
a natural view, and according to the COmmon course of things,
.might have signally hurt and weal~ened his kingaom fOt" a good
many years.
Second, to the jealous. Satan eKcites to the envy of others, and
to be influenced by it in his ministrations, which provokes the
Lord, obstructs the exercise of grace (if he is a partaker of it) and
unfits him for his ministerial labouts, by procuring his ministerial
gift to be blasted, and his talents diminished. The enemy judges
his labour welllaid' out, when he reaps such fruits from it. Melchoi'r Adams; in bis life of LlIther, tells us, that that eminent servant of Christ advised ministers to take care not to take three little
dogs· into the pulpit, p1'1de, covelt:ousness and envy., To seek
the applause and good liking of men, more than the honour and
approbation of tbe Lord, or the good of sOtlls, renders the eye
evil, the aim unsingle, and makes the whole body full of darkness.
'Vhat such an one does proves ineffectual for the great ends of
edification; or, at least, the person loses by the deceits of the
enemy ~ the coo\forts and advantage of it in his own spirit.
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Third, to the roellk and flattering.

Satan incites ministers to
flatter men in common conve~sation, which greatly diminishes their
authority, and the regard that would othcl'wise be paid them as
ministers,of the gospel of the grace of God, and to :flatter persons
ill particular circumstances in their public performances, attended
with a weakening exceeding the force and efficacy of all delivered
by them, and the imminent haza,rd of the Lord's being, provoked
to take them away on that account . .Job. xxxii. 22; to be ruled
and influenced by carnal, political, and providential considerations,
so called in treating subjects; whence it becomes more their inquiry what is suited to please and entertain their hearers, than.
what the message is the Lord requires to be delivered to them at
that'season; and Satan in this' case frequently grafts so much of
pretended foresight, and a mistaken false caution upon a prudent
temper, that a considerable part of the counsel of God, at least,
a highly necessary part of it, shall not be touched, lest the character
of the preacher should fall under imputation-the delicacy of tbe
hearers be shocked, or I know not what other bad effect follow;
and in consequence of all the minister of the greatest sufficiency is
frequently held under the greatest entanglements by the grand
deceiver.
AG-d.

OBITUARY·
,
,DIED on Friday, August 10, at St. .Ives in Huntingdonsbil'e, Mrs.
Frances Needham, relict of the late Tames Needham, and daughter
of the late Francis Goodson Panting, Minister of the Independent.
Meeting House in this town upwards of6fty years.
For a length of time previous to her departure, she expressed
her conviction that she should not live long. It, pleased the Lord
to bless her sou! with many pledges of his everlasting love. III
years past she was much in bondage; but as there is a set time to
favor Zion, it pleased the Great Head of the Church to bring her
·into the precious liberty of the gospel of Christ, under a sermon
preached by the late Mr. Jenkins of Lewes, from the words, " I
will never leave thee, nor forsake thee," More than twenty years
she lived to prove the faithfuJn~ss of a promise making, and a
promise fulfilling God; and when her Royal Lord and Master was
about to take bel' out of the grace state of the church, to join the
glorified state, Ire blessedly opened to her mind in something of its
usefulness, that sjveet scripture, " Ye are complete in bim." In
the 6ch enjoyment of this glorious truth, she was living, when her
. glol'<iolls busba:l'ld ~hri.st came to take her hm:lIe, that she might
fully and eternally JcnJoy the blel1sednrss of her completeness ill
him.
It was my lot to gathe1' up th.e fragme:lts of the cl 1scourse of this
r,rcciolls LallJb 01 Christ's fold, during her lasl Illness; and I
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bear witness that confidence in the Lord was not shaken fora single
moment. Although much tempted, yet sbe was not cast down.
She frequently remarke'd to her pastor, " If all the devils in hell,
and all tbe men of the world were to tell me, "I should be lost,"
it " would not come to me." Laying her hand on her breast;
she said, "I have tbewitness within." Truly she lon~ed to depart.
Her sufferings of body were indeed great, but her enjoyments rose
higher and higher. She Jived as on the suburbs of bliss, in the
assurance of faith, that she was" wrapt up in the holiness of her;
most Holy Head, standing on this basis of relationship in grace
union:" and that neither sin nor death, nor hell could prevent her
taking her mansion to the throne of God."
!
Some days previous to her departure, she seemed to have done
with prayer, and had begun her everlasting song of praise. She
could hear of nothing, sbe could talk of nothing but Christ. The
Lord's day before she died, she said to her pastor" Tell them,
(meaning the church and people to whom she was joined) tell them
a half Christ will not do; a half salvation will not do; a complete
sinner must have a complete Saviour, and such is my blessed Lord
Christ. Christ's blood, Christ's righteousness for me: witness for
me ye angels, ye church above, and church below, that I renounce
all but these."
She would often exclaim, in reference to her approaching end,
" A mortal paleness on my cheek,
But glory in my soul!"

And speaking with great delight of the moment in which she
should depart, and be with Jesus, she said,
"One gentle sigh these fetters breal"
You scarce can say' She's gone,'
Before this willing Spirit takes
Her mansion near the throne,"

About three o'clock of the day above named, sbe sweetl y fell asleep
in Jesos.
Agreeable to her request, I preached her funeral sermon, taking
for the text her favorite portion, " Ye are complete in hirn." May
tbe Lord be intreated to raise up many such sterling advocates
and testifiers of his sovereign grace, and gain himself everlasting
glory, for his name's sake, Amen.
Se Ives, Hunts.
JAMES ARNOLD
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