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. A BRIEF DISCOURSE ON JOHN IX.

S5-38.

" Jesus heard that they had cast him out: and when he had found him, he
said unto him, dost thou believe on the Son of God? He answered and 'said,
Who is he Lord, that I might believe on him rAnd Jesus said unto him, thou
hast both seen him and it is he that talketh with thee. And he said, Lord, I
believe. And he worshipped him."

THE chapter, whence the texlis taken, contains the narration of

a very interesting miracle, wrought by Jesus upon a man who was
born blind. The facts are detailed in the simplest and most engaging manner; and the effects thereby induced in th~ minds
and conduct of the unbelieving pharisees, are worthy of some
notice. That the man was born blind, was proved by the concurrent testimony of both himselfand his parents. This could not
be disputed. It was equally certain that he had been made to
see; allCI he affirmed that it had been done by Jesus, who it appears was a stranger to him. This fact, that Jesus had opened
the man's eyes, the pharisees would not admit; their prejudice
and hatred against Jesus was such, that they would not allow it
possible for him to perform any thing great and praiseworthy.
To the man's positive testimony they opposed their own false and
pei'verse reasonings. The evidence was so clear and strong that
the were forced to admit the miracle, and they said to the man,. Give God the praise: we kllow that tltis man is a sinner." The
deed was done on the Sabbath, proof enough for them that Jesus
was a sinner, and not of God. "We know that God spoke unto
Moses," said they; " but asf01' thisfellow we know notfrom wllence
he. is." "The man answered and said to them, T¥~1J herein is a
marvellous thing, (Iwt ye knorq; not from whf:nce he is, and yet he
hath opened mine ~;yes." All tbe man could say by way of re.
monstrance availed nothing. They were too wise and self-righ.
teous to be instructed by one " altogether born in Sili," and they
cast him out-I suppose of tbe synagogue, for they had before.
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hand agreed that this disgrace should mark everyone who COllfessed Jesus to be Christ. Now I come to the text.
Here we have the Master's catechism by question and answer.
A similar catechism is recorded, Matt. xvi. 16, and xxiii. 42.
And I know not whether he ever llsed any other. To know Jesus,
the Son of God, and to have him for our portion, include all that
is needful. When we, at least some of us, were young, we were
forced to learn creeds and catechisms, and, being dull at such
things, it cost a deal of irksome labour' in the repetition. and
after all we knew only the words; nothing of Jesus, his love,
grace, and power. But when at length he took us in hand, and
began to catechise \IS about himselt~ we found that he taught
with authority and to profit, and not as do the scribes and pharisees. When he begins to teach, with the communication of
kowledge, he gives the capacity to learn; and then what was
most difficult and irksome before becomes easy and delightful.
Wisdom's ways are found pleasantness, and all her paths peace.
And who is Wisdom, but Jesus?
In the next place, we have the mfln's creed-he htlieved on
J~sus the Son if God : and, lastly, we have his practice-he 1~or
shipped Jesus, I he only true object of worship, for H £n him dwel.
teth all the julness Of the Godhead bod£(y!' "No man hatll seen
God at an!) time; the onl!J begotten Son, who £9 in the bosom of the
Father, he hath declared him."
It is certain from the man's answer to the important question of
Jesus, that he did not then know the Son ufGod. He had regarded
Jesus as a man ofGod,worshipping God, and doing his will; and he
knew that he had performed such a miracle upon him as had never
been heard of since the world began; but he was wholly unconscious of his personal divinity, and that the power manifested on
the occasion was essentially bis own. However, it was not the
Lord's will that he should continue in ignorance. The promise
runs-all the children shall be taught of God, and great shall be
their peace. And in this instance knowledge is communicated
apparelltlyby the simplest means. Jesus asks.the man if he believes on the Son of God. The man says, " Who £s tIle Lord,
that 1 migM believe on him? And Jesus said unto him, tholt llast
both seen h£m, and he it £s that tal/ceth with thee. Ancl he said, Lord
.1 helieve. And he wOl'shipped him."
What a scene of simple and undissembled worship is here! At
fi rst the admiration seems to divide between the disciple and the
Master, but soon it concentrates and fixes upon the Master alone.
Some points in tbis representation deserve a particular notice.
The moment Jesus testified to the man that tlie person whom
be then saw and heard talking with him is the Son of God, the
man believed in him and worshipped him. He worshipped the
man Jesus, not merely as man, but as the Son of God, possessing
e~sentialJy all divine attributes in common with the Father and
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the Holy Spirit. But still it was the man, Jesus, that he worshipped. This is, I conceive, II point of such importance that
it should never be lost sight of. "This man, Jesus, declared that
none can come to the Father but by him. He is the way, the
truth, and the life. There is no knowledge of God, no peace
with God, but by him." Yet" he is despised and rfjected of men."
They profess to love and revere Moses, the minister of the law,
while they reject wilh disdain Jesus Christ, the only fulfiller of
the law. However pharisees, blinded by false education and
bigotry, may boast of seeing and understanding, Jesus only is
the light of life, and it is he only that makes the blind to see.
The man spoken of in the text was just as ignorant of the true
character of j esus as were the pharisees, until Jesus in express
terms declared himself the Son of God; and I am not sure that he
would have believed even then, if a miracle had not been previously wrought upon him. I dare not say that the testimony of Jesus
is not enough to produce heart conviction; but I do believe that
in every instance of real conversion to God, the testimony is invariably preceded or accom panied by divine power miraculously
opening the eyes of the understanding. Jesus openly declared to
the Jews that be was the Son of God, and yet in spite of his testimony, dedared to them and understood by them, they still con·
tinued obdurate and unbelieving. And some who seemed to beHeve, and foUowed him for the sake of the loaves and fishes, were
only infidels in disguise; for when Jesus told them he was the
bread that came down from heaven, that his Hesh and blood were
meat and drink indeed, and that he that eateth him shall live by
him; they said, " this is a Iwrd saIJinf(: who can hear it." And
many" walked 110 luore with him." Thus the wholesome, nourishing food of a~believer, is poison to the hypocrite or disguised
infidel.
'
Every believer can recal to his remem brance how, in the days
()f his spiritual blindness, he used to read and hear the testimonies of God in his word without conviction-without faitl4. Perhaps many lived in the religious observance of ordinances, and were
what is called devout and pious; and yet they know now that. they
were then ignorant of Jesus, and did not believe iu him and worship
him. He was neither the object of their worship nor their trust.
Why is he so now? A miracle has been wrought Oil everyone of
them. The word of God entered into them, given them light and
life, by which means they have been translated from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of God's dear Son. The Son
(if Ms love.
The truths of God are wOl'thyof all acceptation, but nothing less
than a special and personal application of them can change the
heart of a sinner and make him a believer in reality. It is witb
the heart man believeth unto righteousness. And the day afterday's experience of such a believer is summoned up in this sentence
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" Repentance towards God, and [aith in our Lord Jesus Christ."
But though the general declaration of God's testimonies are insufficient to work in the heart a conviction of their truth, it is
not to be inferred therefrom that reading and preaching are vain.
On the contrary, the revealed word of God is profitable in every
way to his children; and we have no instance on record, either
in the bible or elsewhere that I know of, in which a sinner has
been effectually converted to God without his word, either written or oral. There is therefore every reason for the Lord's ministers to preach the word; to be instan t in season and out of seaso n:
to reprove, rebuke, and exhort with all long-suffering and doctrine. j\nd the Lord will assuredly continue to work ill his own
marvellous and discriminating way, confounding the wisdom of
the wise, and making their knowledge foolishness, and opening
the eyes of the blind, and closing the eyes of them who arrogantly
say they see.
'Vonderful are the ways Ilnd works of God; the ground of
both his judgments and mercies is past finding out. Jesus opens
the eyes of a poor blind beggar, and reveals himself to him as
his God and Saviour; while the phari'Sees, who boasted of Moses,
and were observers of his law to the very letter, were blinded and
hardened in their contumacy and unbelief. "AndJeslls saidfor
}udgment am J come into this world, that thei/ who sa not might
see; and that they 'Who see might be made blind." May he that
readelh and u nderstandeth the words of the text evermore remember what the seeing blind man did-he believed in Jesus and
worshipped him. And to the Father, the Son, and the Spirit,
three distinct persons in one undivided essence, be R.scribed end.
less praise. Amen .
..!lug. 5, 1836.
A LAYMAN.
---000---

APHORISMS BY WILLIAM ROMAINE,

Never before Published.

No. XXII.
You and I are not merely to look at Christ and admire him; but to
takc him and enjoy him.
I would not speak a word against comforts; they are very well
when they are founded on God's w~rd, and when they are not, they
are nothing but enthusiasm.
o sirs! whatever you do, take care that you dont rest on any thing
but God's word, and that will bring in true comforts, solid comforts,
holy comforts, lasting comforts, everlasting comforts.
The word of God is the nurse of faith.
The more you know of Christ the more you will love him, and
the more you will loathe yourselves.
Complain of your weakness, but do not let your weakness make
you forbear leaning on Jesus; if you do} you will fail.
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Trust Christ much, and you will have much to praise him for.
Christ was a surety, that whatever man lost he would recover.
Christ has-done the work of salvation freely, fully, and eternally.
There is not one thing fearful and dreadful, but it is hanging over
your head, if you have not come to Christ.
Christ has the same 10V'e in his heart now, as he had when he was
nailed to the cross; he has not changed his heart though he has
changed his state, and changed his place, yet his heart is still the
same.
The greatest service you can do to Christ this side the grave, is to
trust more to his love, and go daily to him, that you may trust him
more still, and commit every concern of yours into his loving hands
and tender care.
There is no one will ever overcome a sin, but by this method; to
see that Lamb of God has taken away the guilt of sin, and then to
look at his Almighty arm, to subdue and crucify it.
The believer is studying every day to be more dead to what his
dear Saviour hates, and more alive to what his dear Saviour loves.
No, no, a Socinian Christ, will not do for a convinced sinner.
It ill by faith that all the blessings of Christ's suretyship comethe Lord increased that blessed grace in our hearts, and remember
the Lord increases it by means, by hearing, reading, meditating on,
and praying over his word.
Sin took away our righteousness, and made us sinners; sin took
away life ana brought in death; sin took away the blessing of God,
and brought upon us the curse of God.
Sin brought in every misery, both in earth and hell.
Christ, as our Surety, put away sin from before God, as if it had
never been.
The debt was demanded,. Christ paid it; satisfaction was demanded-Christ made it.
---000---

AN EPISTLE TO THE HOUSEHOLD OF F ..\ ITH WHO ARE DESTITUTE OF
A PREACHED GOSPEL.

rContinuedfl'orn p. 455.)
Now as we have viewed the royal government and delivered it
unto him, we will, in the second place, just glance at his priesthood. Woe, everlasting woe be unto us, if the priesthood had
not been delivered unto him, for no man can redeem his brother,
nor give to God a rausom for him, and it is not possible that the
blood of bulls and goats could ever take away sin.
Now no man taketh unto himself this honour, but he that is
called of God, as was Aaron: so Christ glorified not himself to
be made high priest, but he that said unto him, the Lord, sware,
and will not repent, thou art a priest for ever after the order of
Melchezidec, who is King of Righteousness and King of Peace;
for he halh brought in righteousness by his obedience, and made
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peace by the blood of the cross. In the epistle to the Hebrews the
subject is handled masterly, and treated on largely. The first
chapter states the dignity and eternal Godbead of bis person, it declares him to be (not the Father, but) the brightness 0/ the If'atAcr's
glory and the express image if Ms person, upholding all things by
the word of Ms power, and that when Ae had by himself purged our
sins, for ever sat down at tbe right hand of the Majesty in the
heavens.
As he has the whole of the government of the priesthood
committed unto him and placed upon his shoulders shadowed
foub by Am'on, having the names of all Israel's tribes upon his
shoulders, and also upon his breast plate, when be went in before
the Lord into the holy place, having also upon his mitre inscribed
-Holiness to tlte Lord. So the Lord God in our nature, who was
made high priest, not after the Jaw of a carnal commandment,
but after the power of an endless life bath entered in once into
the holy place, having retained eternal redemption for us, and
hath by one offering perfected for ever them that are sanctified.
Yes, he is within the vail as our forerunner and representative,
with all the infinite merits of his per~on, and infinite and bound·
less perfection and Rlories of his priesthood, and has presented
himself as the high priest (and all his redeemed ones in him as
members of his body, flesh and bone,) before the Lord, with 11,0Nnt'ss unto Jehovah; and they are accepted in the belQved to the
praise and glory of his grace. The Lord Jesus has no successor,
therefore his priesthood is unchangeable, for" he ev(~r litlellt to
make intet'cession." He is a priest upon his throne, as it is written,
" T/~y throne, 0 God, is for ever and ever." And again, " Thou
art the same, and thy 3Jearsjail not." Take particular notice, beloved, that this is spoken of the Son.
.
The second chapter to the Hebrews treats, first of the incarnation of the dear Emmanuel in our nature, without this he could
not have presented himself an offering and sacrifice to God,
neither could the church of God have been purchased with his
own blood, except he had taken flesh and blood i.nto personal
union with his eternal Godhead. "But the children being flesh
and blood, he, himself, took part of the same, that through death
be might destroy him that had the power of death, which is the
devil, and that he might deliver them who, through the fear of
death, were all their life subject to bonJage.
This chapter treats of his humiliation from his birth to the period of his death and resurrection. He had to wade through all
the miseries that sin had brought in, this he did to make an end
of sin-to finish transgression-to make reconciliation, and to
bring in everlasting righteousness; and so the visions of all the
prophets met in him, and in him they were all shut up.
This chapter treats of the tenderness, sympathy, and compassion of his heart towards his tempted brethren, for it behoved him
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to b.e made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful
and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make
reconciliation for the sins of his people: for in that he him:>elf
hath suffered, being tempted, he is able to succour them who are
tempted. Again, It is written, we have not an high priest who
cannot be touched with the feelings of our infirmities, but in all
things was tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Hear it,
ye tempted, buffeted, and devil harried souls, who feel yourselves possessed with a heart of plagues, whose bosoms are filled
with dismal doubts and soul.distressing fears, which fill your
minds with bitterness and sorrow, yea, who feel your minds to
be the seat of misery, disorders, and helpless wretchedness to
you, even to you, is this soul.encouraging invitation given., Let us come boldly unto the throne (not of justice but) of
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in times
of need." 0, my brethren, how well such an high priest becomes
us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, seperate from sinners, and
made higher than the heavens; for had not the priesthood been
committed unto him, redemption must have ceased for ever, and
we must have perished in our guilt and corruption, for it is appointed for all men once to die, and after that the Judgment. So
Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many, and to them
who look for him shall he appear the second time, without sin,
unto salvation; and his blessed Majesty will present all his purchased ones both faultless ana spotless before the presence of his
glory with exceeding great joy, to sing their eternal lU.LLELl1JAilS on or to their golden harps. "To him that hatlt loved us
and hath '(~ashed us from our sins in his own blood, to him be glory,
and honour, dominion and power,!or ever and ever. Amen."
Having thus just glanceo at the priesthood as delivered unto
Christ by the Father, we will look at another thing delivered into
his hand, namely, the eternal testament, will, or the covenant of
gTaCC, which is ordered in all things and sure, in behalfofits legatees, eternally adopted of the Father, and so are heirs of God
andjoint heirs with Christ. In which testament or will, is made
over to them all the blessings, couched in the heights of divine
love, the depths of bottomless mercy, and the unsearchable riches
of his grace-For it has pleased the Father that in Christ all fulncss should dwell, that out of his fulness they mightl( both in time
and eternity) receive and grace for grace. In him is laid up for
them life for evermore, and wisdom, righteousness, sanctification
and redemption; with all the boundless and endless blessedness,
which no eye hath seen nor ear heard, neither hath, (nor ever
can) any heart conceive besides Jehovah, the things that are laid
up for them in the eternal testament in which they are legatees of,
as sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty, or the all-sufficient·
I am.
.
To all but the poor and needy, the helpless and the insolvent,
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these things are foolishness, but to them it is the manifold wisdom,
grace, mercy, and bounty of God. He hath revealed them to
us by his Spirit, for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep
things of God; but the natural man receives them not, neither
can he know them, for they are spiritually discerned.
Now this testament, with all the grace and glory it contains, is
delivered into the hands of the Lord Christ; for he is the only
testator of this testament or will of their Father, that is ordered
well in all things and sure to all the seed, having been ratified
with the blood of the testator and sealed by the Holy Spirit, who
is to the heirs of promise a witness and an earnest of the reality
of the blessings reserved for them. It is by the death of th e testator that they are put into possession of their everlasting inheritance; for a testament cannot be offorce while the testator liveth,
bUI a testament is always put in force upon or after the death of
the testator. See Hebrews ix. Endless blessings and everlasting
glory come to us through the humiliation, deep agonies, and
death of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Redeemer. This is what the
Holy Ghost put,all the prophets s~arching and enquiring after
with diligence, when he testified.,to their souls the sufferings of
Christ and the glory that should follow. These blessed things
(says Peter) they ministered unto us, and the same are reported
unto you by them that preach the gospel, with the Holy Ghost,
sent down from heaven. Into these blessed things the angels
desire to look. It is by Jehovah's marvellous doings in the
church that they learn the manifold wisdom of God, therefore,
my brethren, gird up the loins of your minds, be sober, and hope
to the end for the grace which is to be brought unto you at the
revelation of Jesus Christ whom having not seen ye love.
We will notice another office in which the Lord Jesus stands
connected with us, namely, that of prophet, and into whose hands,
as such, are delivered God's eternal volume of all his thoughts,
purposes, counsels, decrees, or immutable determinations-" For
he shall declare the decree" The incarnation, work, sufferings,
death, resurrection, triumphs and salvation of the Lord Jesus, is
a complete developement of all the determinate counsels and
foreknowledge of Godhead; this he makes known to the saints
by the agency of God the Spirit in their hearts, as it is written,
" Lt II his saints are in thy hand." " Th~'IJ shalt alt sit down at hisfeet
and el1er!ione of them shalt receive of his words." Again. " I
have preached righteousness, in tIle great congregation, 1 have de_
clared thll faithfulness and thy salvation. 1 have ?lot concealed tlty
loving kindness and truth, 0 Lord God, thou knowest." Carry this
language to the seventeenth of J ohn,-" I have declared to them
thy name, and will declare it, that the love wherewith t/IOU hast loved
me may be in them and I in them." N OIY as the Lord Jesus exceeds
Aaron in the priesthood, so he exceeds Moses and all the others,
both as Mediator and Prophet. Although Moses is said to be
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faithful in all God's house as a servant, to declare God's word to
the people, yet he could not reconcile the people to God and his
ways, nor make them understand his word, but exclaims, they are
a people of no understanding, and thou hast not given them an
heart to know thee unto this day. But the great prophet of Israel,
Jesus, says " I have given them thy w%~~d and they ha'/.le kept it,
alld have krwwn I came jurtlt from thee." He hath power to open
their understandings-to open and search their hearts; and he
hath power and wisdom to open both to their understandings and
their souls, from all the scriptures, the things concerning himself; for in all things he has the pre-eminence. In all the straits,
difficulties, temptations, darkness, misgivings, bitter sorrows, and
tearful apprehensions of their poor despised minds, in the dark
and crooked paths of their experiences, as it respects God's deal~ngs with them both in providence and grace•. Their great prophet, who is wonderful in counsel and excellent in working, has
also the tongue of the learned to speak a word in season unto their
poor needy souls, for there is nothing too hard for him to explain
to the souls of his bewildered brethren. He knows their poverty
of spirit ano tribulation of soul; but he declares them to be rich
in faith, and heirs of that kingdom which is incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for them;
and through faith they are kept by his Almighty power, to the
eternal enjoyment of it; and what they know not now in this
time state of confusion and darkness, shall be explained unto
them, when all imperfect things are done away. Then we shall
be seen and know even as we are known, till then the Lord will
maintain in our souls (though we are in the midst of darkness,
doubts, perplexities, sorrows, tumults, conflicts, and devils) faith,
hope, and charity, for these "three shall abide in the tflle spiritual
church, until the Lord Jesus shall come to be glorified in his saints,
and admired by all them that believe. The Lord Jesus shall then
make up his jewels, even those that feared God and thought upon
his name, they shall be mine, saith the Lord of Hosts, and 1 will
spare them as a man spareth his own son tllett serveth him. Then
beloved, (notwitbstalHling all the blazing show and pomp of profession now made) shall ye return and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth God and him that
seneth him not; foi it is only those who serve the Lord Christ in
sincerity and truth, that shall have the reward of eternal inheritance.
'
We will just look at one office more in which the lledeernel'
stands for our safety, comfort, and everlasting felicity, namely,
that of aShepherd. Now as he stands in this capacity, the whole
fluck of God is delivered into his hands. See John x. Thisflock
that was given him in eternity, was in time scattered from God
in the dark and clouJy day of their dreadful fall in'<t\dam, scntVOL, I.-No. XIJ.
3 Z
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tered by sin into the black kingdom of the prince of dai'kness,
rebellion, and hell; who filled their minds with guilt, pride, darkness, rebellion, enmity, batred, confusion, corrup:ion, and death,
yea, alineated them from the life of God. To this state of infidelity and helpless wretchedness have sin and Satan reduced
them, so that there is not left in them so much as a will or desire
to be delivered from the service of sin and the vassalage of Satan,
for they are hardened (whilst in a state of nature) through the
deceitfulness of sin. But forasmuch as the flock was delivered
into the hands of the great, the tender, the patient, the wise, the
faithful and the all powerful Shepherd of the sheep, he exclaims,
" I will myself botA seek rJ~Y sheep and search them out, and will
deliver themfrom all places whither they have been scattered in the
cloudy and dark day, and 1 will bring them to the mountains (.!f Zion,
where they shall lie dOlM in safety, and none sAall make them afraid;
and I willgive them pastors after ml/ OWll heart, who shallfeed them
with knoliiledge and understanding."
o the boundless love of his compassionate heart, and the tenderness of his sympathisiug bosom! Read the 34th chapter of
Ezekiel, and then 1turn to the 10th chapter of St. J oQn's gospel,
there you will see that J csus is the Great Shepherd that was
speaking by the prophets. Read also the 40th chapter of Isaiah,
\ there you will behold infinite majesty, omnipotent power, and
boundless compassion, centeril)g in the Lord Christ, the good
Shepherd of the sheep.
Now before the flock which was delivered unto him, could be
delivered from their awful condition, he must answer the demands
of Jtlw'l;ah's Iwliness,Zaw andjustice. For agreeable to God's righteous law given to Adam, when created in a state of perfection
(and given also to us in him) sin is a capital offence, and divine
equity and truth are bound to punish the offenders with (eternal)
death, called the wrath of God, abiding on the soul, producing
in the soul eternal tribulation and anguish. Sin is also called 11
debt and such a debt it is that none but God incarnate could pay
for; according to the law of creation, we ate bound to render
unto the Creator perfection of nature in thought, word, and deed,
~md an unabating glow of love to God, with all our mind, soul,
and strength, and love our neighbour as ourselves: for God made
man upright, and delivered unto him these talents, but by the
Adamfall we have wasted them, and the debt book stands before
God witlt these just demands upon us. But alas! alas! we have
nothing to pay one mite with of all this just and equitable debt;
and eternal veracity declares, that ~he Judge of all the Earth,
who must do right, will deliver the debtor to the tormentors to
be cast into prison, never to come out until the last mite be paid.
Then says the poor, quickened, law-wrested, and conscience smitten soul, "Farewell hope, farewell deliverance, farewell heaven,
to me farewell, for I feelmyselftbe sink of impurity-the seat of
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guilt, darkness, infidelity and death, for all the powers of my soul
are paralyzed llnd filled with corruption, sickness and sores. I feel
myself incapable either to will or do. I can neither love, 1'epent,
believe, nor do any thing good, but feel every thought and imagination of my heart to be only evil, and that continually.
These are some of the feelings and conclusions of a poor soul
quickened by the spirit of life, from a state of death into life for
evermore. It is only these that feel the necessity of Christ be.•
coming both their Surety an d their Shepherd. Yes, they know
by feeling, that they must lie down for ever in despairing guilt
and wretchedness, without one gleam of hope of being delivered
from the wrath to come, except the Great Shepherd has mercy
upon them to deliver them from their awful wretchedness and
misery.
All the abounding errors in the professing world arise from professors not being quickened to feel their misery and need of a
Saviour able to save to the uttermost. But they are left to follow
the foolish and wild fancies of their dark, fleshly, and deluded
minds, deluded by Satan and deceived by the deceitfulness of sin.
But we will return to the shepherd's office of the deal' Redeemer.
Now as the whole flock was delivered unto him in eternity to
be presented in full tale-not one wanting, but all to be presented safe and sound at the last day. He is therefore responsible for the whole flock delivered into his hands. Hence it is that
he declares, other sheep I have which are not of this fold, them
also I must bring, &c. The righteous law of God demanded life
for life, body for body, soul for soul, eye for an eye, and tooth
for tooth; and the great Shepherd gave himself, his life and his
soul, a ransom for his sheep, as it is written, " The good SheplIeI'd giveth liis life (01' his sheep." Again," He gave hilnse!.!fo/'
us tllat he might redeem usfrom all iniquit.y." This great price
given to divinejustice for the flock, is of more value than all the
wor~ds God could ever create, for it is the Lord of all lfTorlds in
human nature that is the Shepherd and the ranso1ll price of the
flock. Hence such a charge is given to the under shepherdsFeed the church cif God rJJ!lich he has purchased with !lis own blood.
Be astonished, 0 heavens, at this! !! \Vith this ransom the law
is more honoured,and justice better pleased, than ever it could be
with either the obedience of men 01' angels while innocent, 01' the
eternal punishment of the sheep now guilty. }'or the obedience
of creatures could never magnify the law, nor the sufferings of
the creature satis(y justice. For jf satisfaction could be given
punishment must end. But the damned can never give satisfaction therefore (notwithstanding what Unitarians say to the contrary) t.heir punishment must be eternal. But the obedience of
incarnate De£ty having magnified the law, and given it divine
honours, and this obedience being imputed to the elect, justifies
them from all things, nor dare any lay a charge against them,
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seeing God himself justifies them; for it is in the righteousness
of God they stand, and will stand for evermore. "For the£r
rlghteowmess as of me, saitlt the Lord. and my righteousness shall
befor ever; it slwll never be abolished."
So that when' the great Shepherd laid down his life for the
sheep, satisfaction took place on both sides; for justice was satisfied with the substitution, offering, sacrifice, blood, and death of
the Shepherd. Th i s is demonstrated by the " God of Peace
bringing againj7'011l tIle dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd
(if the sheep," (that Was smitten rlllth tIle roused sword (if Jehovalt)
" through the blood qf the everlasting covenant." So the Shepherd
when his soul was made an offering for sin, saw his seed and travail of his soul, and was satisfied. He saw them delivered from
sin, death, hell, condemnation, and the wrath and curse of God.
Thus the good Shepherd who had power to lay down his life, and
power to take it up again, was abundantly satisfied. And when
lhe Lord the Spirit reveals and gives a troubled conscience, a
feeling knowledge of interest in this subject, he is satisfied and
rejoices also with joy unspeakable, and it will bc the foundation
of his eternal Hallelujahs.
'
(To be conduded in the Supplement.)
---000---

'fUR BALM OF GIJ,F.AD, FOR SIN WOUNDED AND SICK SOULS.

"BelJOld, the days eome, saith the Lord, that 1 will raise unto David, a
l'ighleolls braneb, and a King shall reign and }H'OSper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth. In his days J udah shall be saved, and Israel
.hall dwell safely; alld this is his llame whereby he shall be called, the Lord
our rigl,tcollsness,"-J EREMIAH xxiii. 5,6.

b' is 11 very blessed feature in the character of Jehovah in coven·
ant, the knowledge of which afforded so much comfort to David,
as induceu him to exclaim, "he will not always chide: neither
will he keep his anger for ever," for as he was made a witness of
this tru 1h, so are all the Lord's people: and led of God the Eternal Spirit, caeh is brought to confess with Jonah, "I knew that
lhou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great
],indlless, and repentest thee of the eviL" Every believer is a
monument of what the Lord is in his gracious dealings with his
children: that he does indeed delight in mercy: and though
visi ting his people's sins with a fod and scourges; nevertheless,
as not withdrawing his loving kindness from the ever adorable
Jesus, so not from them: for notwithstanding thus visiting, and
correcting, not casting off, nor destroying them, but making it
manifest that" his thoughts towards them are thoughts of peace,
ane! not of evil, to give them an expected end." Amon~ the
many examples of these truths, recorded both in the expenence
of believers, and in the scriptures; these before us are most important; in that the Lord doth truly shine forth from between
the cherubim, speaking peace by Jesus Christ: lifting him up as
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the standard to the people: to which they might look amid all
he would bring upon them, because of all their backslidings and
iniquities, in removing them from their own land into Babylon,
w here for 70 years, they should remain in captivity: but though
the Lord would thus deal with them, yet says he, "1 will gather
the remnant of my flock out of all countries whither 1 have driven
them, and will bring them again to their fold," and then follows
the portion for our meditation, " Behold the days come saith the
Lord."
" As all things are of God thc Father's," it is of him that any are
in Christ, loved, chosen, blessed, accepted and preserved in him;
as Paul says, "of him," that is of the Father, are ye in Chirst
Jesus; and this before all time, even in ctern ity; when his people
had no existence, but in his divine mind and decree; for they had
a secret being in Christ in eternity, before they have an open existence both in nature and grace, in time; they were set up from
everlasting; without 01' apart from him, as they were not chosen
and accepted so they had no existence, but as in bim; according
to the testimony of J ehovah the Eternal Spirit, by Paul in his
epistle to tbe Ephesians i. 3, i1. In him was giving tbem being,
and everlasting well being; and as thus loved chosen in, so with
him; he, the elect head, they, tbe elect body, as it is said, '~and
gave him the head over all to tbe church, which is his. body,"
He, the elect husband, they the elect spouse, as the Lord declares,
" thy Maker is thine husband: the Lord of hosts is his name," and
he the elect Father, and they, the elect children; hence he is'
called the everlasting }'ather; and standing in this near relation
to them; in going into heaven; taking their names up into his
Ji ps; and bearing them upon his heart, as was blessedly shadowed
forth on the great Clay of atonement, when the Jewish high priest,
wearing the breast plate of judgment, went into the holy of holies,
as the representaive of all the people of the Jews. He confesses
them to be his children. As he was not set up without them, so
neither they without him; but he and they together; and as with
so in him. That they were in him, appears in the above cited
scripture, "of him are ye zn Christ Jesus;" and that they were
with him, and with him too from everlasting, is sweetly declared
by Christ himself; where, as the Wisdom Mediator, he says, " I
was set up from everlasting (what was set up or anointed? not
Jehovah, nor anyone of the persons in .Jehovah, and of which
there are three, the Father, Son, and Eternal Spirit;) for as such
they can neither be tbe subjects of setting np ; nor anointing;
but rather the seed of Abraham, having a covenant subsistence in
the persons of Jebovah the l<'ather's, co· equal, co-eternal, and
only begotten Son. The seed of the woman had not then a real,
but a covenant subsistence; it was not actually assumed by the
Son of God, until the time state, of that very church, which the
seed of Abraham, having a covenant subsistence, in the person of
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the everlasting Son of God, in eternity, was the very pattern of.
All the Lord's appearances to his people, before the fulness of
time, and his being born of a woman; were but so many proofs,
what he would be, "when," as Paul says, the fulness of the time
was come. God sent forth his SOil, made of a woman." Nor had
the humanity of Christ then, whereby body, soul and spirit, are
meant, any other existence, but in the purpose and pleasure of
Jehovah, except a covenant one, in the Person of the everlasting
Son of God; and who is himself, Jehovah the great, but without
(/uantity; perfect, but without quality, "I AM THAT I AIIl," as
therefore the God-man, wisdom, mediator, he says, "I was set
up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was;"
and" my delights were with the sons of men," so that as they
were in, so with him; and he with them; delighting in, and delighted with them, as his Father's gift to him; his portion, and
inheritance, for ever and ever. As it appears, whatever believers
are in Christ, is of God the Father; so whatever Christ, the God
and man, mediator is, he is of the same God; and therefore we
find, that while the apostle declares the one blessed truth, he also
certifies the other; he says, speaking of the Lord Jesus, " Who
that is Christ of God, that is the }<'ather, is made unto us, wisdom
and righteousness, aud sanctification, and redemption," and in
the portion before us, the Lord says, "Behold I." In the order in
which these truths stand, I would now seek grace of the God of
all grace, to speak of them One evidence of the importance of
these verses, is the manner in which they are introduced, "Behold;" which is never used but on occasions of the utmost impOl·tance; and when the Lord would arouse the minds of believers, to the blessedness of the proclamation; passing from this,
the next subject for our consideration, is the gracious person
promised; and as this concerns the Lord Jesus, I must beg of you
to note who is the great and blessed Promiser: already it has been
briefly said, that whatever Christ is to his people, be is such of
God the Father; and this fUl'ther appears from what is said here,
in that the Lord testifies, "I will raise unto David a righteous
branch." This revelation of God always follows a knowledge of
sin, and the need of a Saviour; for without a sense of sin, (and
which is alone the work of God, the Eternal Spirit, in the soul;)
there carl be no value felt for the Saviour, seeing, as Christ says,
" they that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick,
to all such Christ is nothing; in person, beauty, atonement,
righteousness and salvation, nothing; but to all others, "He is
all and in all," and they to whom he is every thing, are such as
were those for whose special comfort, what is here recorded, was
made known: not only sinners, but made sensible of it; "having
the sentence of death in themselves; that they should not trust in
themselves; but in the living God j " and as the Lord hereby pre,;,
pared their minds for what should follow; so he made known to
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them that Saviour, which be had provided; and that salvation
which he had planned in eternity. The preparation of salvation,
and the Saviour, was not as the revelation: for the preparation
went before the fall, but the revelation came in after; and therefore to one and another of his people, the Lord renewed the present recorded promise, "I will raise, &c." first, to Adam and
Eve in paradise, where they bad sinned; the patriarchs, and to
others, by the prophets; and as declaring the event, so the time,
when what bad been promised, should actually take place: and
as the time approached, making clearer promises concerning the
blessed Jesus, at the first as the seed of the woman; and afterwards in renewing the promise of Abrabam and David, speaking
of him as one who should descend from them, according to the
flesh; hence the Lord says, "Of the fruit of thy body will I set
upon thy throne." As he designed to make known the incarnation
of tbe Son of God, so also the family, from which he should come;
and therefore tbe Lord says, " I wdl raise," that is, from David;
for such was Solomon and other of David's family; but a righteous
branch; one naturally and not righteous by imputation; which
could not be said of Solomon, or any of David's family, after the
flesh; for as was David, so were all his children, sinners; needing
Christ's righteousness to be imputed to them, whereby they might
be made righteous; but he of whom the Lord here speaks, is not
righteous through another's righteousness, (as are all his people;)
but naturally and personally righteolJs; aod as the righteous in
that nature which he assumed, that is, the seed of Abraham t ) as in
the person to which that humanity was taken into an inseparable
and everlasting union; and therefore through a branch of David,
yet altogether holy and righteous; as perfectly holy as J ehovah
himself; hence the Lord says, speaking of it, by the angel to
Mary, "that holY thing which shall be born of thee shall be
called the Son of God." As the Lord is not here speaking of the
person of the Son of God, but rather of his human nature, the
Holy Ghost by Paul, confirms the same testimony, and says, of
Christ, "Who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners; and made higher than the heavens." That Christ is here
meant, is not only evident from the frequency with which he is
so spoken of in the Scriptures; but also ZaCharias, the Father of
John the Baptist, testifying of Christ, says, "whereby the day
spring, or branch, from on high hath visited us," After having
pointed him out in his incarnation, the Father proceeds to speak
of him in his whole person, in his regal office, with the success
and character of his reign. It scarcely need to be noted, that this
testimony does not respect him in his absolute sovereignty, but
rather as King Mediator as his I'ather's king, in having been of
him chosen, and predestinated to this office, from everlasting; for
it belonged to God the Father, according to their covenant en·
gagements, not only to provide the man Christ Jesus, but also to
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appoint and give bim for all the purposes which his people would
need him: and he is king in Zion, that is, bis people, for they
are ;the spiritual Zion, in, and among whom, he is king; hence the
Lord says, C< Yet have I set my king upon 111y holy hill of Zion."
He is king of Zion and therefore the Lord's command to the inhabitants thereof is, "Let the children of Zion be joyful in their
king," and he is also king for Zion; and therefore the sweet aS
• surance," the Lord reigneth ," It is certain, his people do not
acknowledge him, such during the time they are unregenerated: but
this alters not the office he fills for them; for he is still their king,
whether they acknowledge it or not; and in the day of his almighty po'wer, when he opens their prison doors, (and none but
he can open, for he only has the keys of David,) then" He makes
them willing," willing to be his subjects, and to serve him all tbe
days of their life on earth, and everlasting life in glory; and as
they own him their king, he sets up their throne in their hearts,
and in and for them he reigns in bis kingdolI~of grace here below; and they in their turn, shall reign as kings with bim, in his
kingdom of glory above; hence the song of Zion, "Unto him
that loved us,-and hath made us kings unto God." As he is
king, it is added, he shall reign and prosper; not over all mankind
when he was here below, but rather his people; and these but a
few, in his kingdom of grace on earth, "For his kingdom was not
of this world;" it is true be reiglls over all man kind now. "For
he has all power in heaven and earth," though all do not acknowledge it; still the Lord's promise is made good, " he shall reign ;"
and if, when on earth, his reign of grace was limited to his children, and they but few; yet now, that he is returned to glory, as
his people militant and triumphant are many, and he reigns in and
among them, as the Lord their king; so also in his universal regality, he reigns over all in heaven, earth and hell,
As he was to reign, " so to prosper:" this was true of the blessed Jesus, that he prospered in all he undertook on earth, in put~
ting away sin; making reconciliation for iniquity: fulfilling the
law: satisfying Jehovah's justice; bringing in everlasting right'eousness; triumphing over all his own, and his people's enemies
according as it has been promised, " The pleasure of the Lord
shall prosper in his hand," and therefore it was, that Christ declared concerning all he had undertaken, " It is finished," and
now tbat be is returned to glory, within tbe yail, as the Priest,
Prophet, and King' of his people: he prospers, wi tll God tile
Father: in pleading their cause, for as John says, " If any man
sin we have an advocate with the Father Jesus Christ, the righteous." He prospers with his people on earth, in subduing their
enmity; and "making tbem willing in the day of his power," alld also in sending the Holy Ghost the Comforter, to be
their monitor, instructor, and Guide, to make them" wise unt.o
Salvation, through the faith, which is in Christ," and as thus
4
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prospering among his people, so also among his enemies, by
llluking them all his footstool :-here we must take notice, briefly
of the character of his reign, for" he shall execute justice and
judgment, ill the earth." . As the expression" In the earth,"
shows where Christ did execute justice and judgment, when he
came on the gracious errand of redeeming his people from sin,
in perfectly fulfilJing the law of God, and fuily justifying them
frolll all things; so also it points out where he does still execute
it in all his gracious dealings with them: in being their counsellor
and guide, to deliver them from all enemies, and bring them in
due time to glory. Rut I pass on to consider what shall be the
blessed eflects: "In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel
shall dwell safely:" not only are God's people among the Jews
here pointed out, but also all his among the Gentiles, for the Lord
has some of both, as his portion and inheritance, see Isaiah xlix.
6-Deut. xxxii. 9. ",Ve are not .to suppose that these sweet
effects, to J udah and Israel, wei'e to be confined to Christ's days
on earth; but rather as his days are everlasting, so it always
has, and always shall be, Judah shall be saved: saved by him,
in his active and passive obedience on earth; and saved by
him, now he is in glory; for" he is still able to save them to
the uttermost that come to God by him." And see from what
they are saved, even from sin, and everlasting misery; and as he
did this on earth, he now ever lives in heaven, to bring his people
to the knowledge of it; and the consequence is, "They shall
dwell safely:" according as the Lord promises, "The beloved of
the Lord shall dwell in safety by him," And where do they, or any
dwell safely, but in Christ Jesus, the Rock of Ages? who is his
people's refuge, in all dangers, and their ark, from all the coming
wrath: yea and their ark, when all the wrath of God, due to their
sins, fell on him as he cries out, "all thy waves and thy billows
are gone over me,." But there is one .great and blessed truth remaining for our consideration, which, for its importance, might
have occupied the whole of our thoughts: "This is the name
whereby he shall be called 'I'HI': LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS."
lVhose this righteousness is, appears from the expression our:
but besides that righteousness, which he has brought in, as Daniel
says, "to bring everlasting righteousness," he has an essential
righteousness as Jehovah: a righteousness which belongs to the
humanity which he assumed, and therefore it is called" a righteous branch:" and he has a righ teousness which belongs to his
whole person, as God and man, as the Lord call him, "my righteous
servant," Isaiah xlii. 1; not one of t!lese is tbe righteousness of
his people j for they belong to him essentially and personally:
but there is another righteousness, which he hath wrought out;
and which belongs to his children: for, them it was wroug/1t out,
and they needed a righteousness whereby they might bejustified;
VOL. I.-No. Xli.
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and wherein they might be clothed; for because of sin, their
natural state is one of condemnation, in common with all others:
as transgressors of that law of Jehovah: hence it is said" Cursed
is everyone that continueth not in all things in the book of the
law to do them ;" and also one of spiritual nakedness, for though
having a natural righteousness, it is called" filthy rags." As
Christ came to save, so in order thereto, he wrought out a righteousness for his people: and this he did, by fulfilling the Jaw, in
all its righteous demands, included in both his active and passive
obedience on earth, whereby he fully satisfied Jehovah's justice,
for all the breaches of the Jaw, by his people: and fulfilled and
magnified the law beyond that of men and angels; for as he was
an infinite person, both his obedience and satisfaction, were in.
finate: for as is his person, so is his obedience: and though in his
passive obcdicnce, he only suffered in body, mind and spirit, yet
hom their union to the divine person, his snfferings were not
reckoned simply according to the human nature, but after his infinite person, as "the altar sanctifying the gift;" and as therefore infinite in person, so in sufl'erings and death: and thus also
in fulfilling the law, as the obeying man: yet in his obedience
reckoned after his divine person; and because that is infinite,
therefore his obedience is also: and this his active and passive
obedience, as not wrought for himself, but his people, as their
justifying righteousness, wherefore says Paul, speaking of Christ,
" 'Yho was delivered for our offences, but raised again for our
justification." As therefore the name of Christ's person is given
to his work, so he is called 'Jehovah our righteousness: not said
.Jehov<lh the righteousness, but Jehovah our righteousness: and
this shows whose it is, that is, his people's for whom Christ
wrought it out; and who came, not only, that'he might deliver
I hem from everlasting misery, but bring them to, and make them
/I,eel for glory: therefore says the Lord, speaking of his people.
" Their righteousness is of me," it is theirs' also by the gift of
God the l<'ather: for instead of imputing their sins to them, he
imputes Christ's righteousness, so ~ays Paul, " He hath made him
sin for us who knew no sin: that we might be made the righteouness of Emmanuel," and thus he speaks of them, "Thy people
shall be all righteous," and it is also tbeirs' as applied by the
eternal Spirit, for be who shows his people their sins, and sinfulness, brings them to the knowledge of Jesus, as their" aU and
in all": as all their salvation, wisdom, and righteousness: and as
to see themselves clothed herewith, so to rejoice and sing witn
one of old. "In the Lord have I righteousness and strength:'
To him who is Jehovah: the church's righteousness, I desire to
commend both these few medilations, and also all who shall read
and understand tbem, as known of, and knowing him, to bless
them, that glory may redound to Father, Son and eternal Spirit,
now and for ever. Amen.
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A GLlII1PSE WITHIN THE VEl L.

" The glory which shall be revealed ill us."

IT is not a meer negative happiness that the saints in heaven par~
take 01', namely, a not being miserable, o~· all absence of evil,
but also the positive presence and enjoyment of all good. Joy
is from the presence of good, and full joy from the satisfying
fulness of all good. Under this head may be comprised those
great a.nd glorious things that make up, and complete the positive happiness of the saints in heaven.
]. Full fruition or enjoyment of God; perfect, glorious, and
full communion with God, the God of glory, Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost. This is the essence of the happiness of heaven.. It
is not a carnal or sensual thing, (standing in bodily carnal pleasures and delights,) but spiritual, divine and celestial, standing in
the enjoyment of God and communion with him. This we have
'some little taste of here, but being then in perfection, it makes
up perfect blessedness; for man's blessedness lies in fruition
of God the chief good, whom he was made for, and in whom is
that infinite fulness of all good, that is able to satisfy and make
happy the soul of man, and to be the endless joy thereof. It is
not creatures, crowns, or kingdoms; not a created world, or
heaps of worlds, but J ehovah himself, that you shall enjoy in
heaven. The infinite uncreated Good, who is greater, better,
and sweeter than ten thousand worlds, God blessed for evermore: it is he that is the all of the saints, l Cor. xv. 26. You
shall not only have an interest in hirn, and relation to him, (that
you have here) but actually enjoy him; and not only some beginning or taste of that enjoyment, but enjoy him in the fullest, most
immediate, and most perfect manner that finite creatures are capable of. It is called the seeing (the beatifical vision) of God,
it is called a seeing him face to face; not that the saints see God,
(that is the Divine Essence) with bodily eyes, but thl'Ough Christ,
who is God·as well as man, they shall so see him; nor yet with
the eye and faculty of the understanding (being finite) can they
have a full, adequate, comprehensive sight or knowledge of the
infinite God as he is in himself: but as fully and clearly as a glori.
fied soul is capable of, and unspeakably above and beyond what is
attained here, unto flail sati,sfaction shall they se~. his glory, and
enjoy the pourings out of his love and goodness; for seeing is
often used for enjoying in scripture. The patticular manner and
way of tbis vision and fruition of God, How can we in this tabernacle twilight, discern or describe it r We speak but as chil.dl'elll
<>1' these things. But in general, we know in communion there is
a mutual acting: as.here the acting of onr souls upon God, and
God's letting out himself, communicating himself to us; and
it is by these two faculties (for it is a soul communion that \Vc
here speak of) act upon an object, namely, the understanding and
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the will, in which the affections are included, for they are but
the actings and out-goings of the will; so in the acting of those
two upon God, and in God's letting out himself unto those,
namely, into our understandings and our hearts, (or wills and affections) lies this communion; and in the highest and plenary degree
of both those, according to the capacity of each saint. Hence
this full and glorious communion with God in heaven contains,
a clear vision or sight of the glory of God by the understanding: not only an hauitual knowledge, but an actual looking, beholding and gazing upon the face of God; God in the full mani.
festation and discovery of himself in his attributes, and works, in
the mystery of Christ Jesus, of his word, gospel, and providences;
all that is knowable, all that God hath, or shall communicate and
make known to his saints. You will then see all, (and there are
objects that shall delight all beholders for ever;) PlOW you have
some dark glimmerings of things, but then clearly as at noon day,
;:IS those who see face to face.
God also shining into the understanding, letting in the heavenly light of glory, und so communicating to the soul a beatifical vision of himself, that is of the
whole discovery or revelation of himself, which he hath made in
his works or in the scriptures here, the glory of all which they
shall then see and understand.
A fruition of the goodness of God, by the will and affections;
taking in, closing with, and drinking down the sweetness of the
love and goodness ot God, which the Lord will let out unto the
soul, and fi I it with everlasting joy, delight, and fullest satisfaction. The love and goodness of God, being poured fonh and
communicated in the sweet and lively sense of it, (as will then be)
full and perpetual, which we have but a taste of here, will then be
a river of pleasure, which the soul will be drinking of to all eter·
nity. Moreover there will be a special communion with each
'person of the sacl~ed Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, according to their several special operations for us, and manifestations of themselves to us. The face of the Father's love will be
seen in its glory and sweetness, in ejecting, choosing, givi,ng his
Son, transacting with him, justifying, and adopting us, and to see
him against whom we have sinned, smiling on us with complacency and delight, taking us into his bosom, and loving us with
the same love wherewith he loves his own Son, How delightful
will that be? You shall then be in the Father's house, and under
the pourings out of his love.
Going to heaven, is called going to th~ Father. It is the
journey's end, and the last and highest rest of the souls of
the saints, and of all their desires, prayers and breathiQgs,
to behold the Father's face, and to have a full sight and enjoyment of bis love and communion. By our fall from God
as creator, we were separated from his presence, and nevcr
since Sill came into the world could the Father have to do with
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us, but through a Mediator. And while sin hangs upon the
saints, they have more dark, doubtful, and distant thoughts of the
rather's love; we can more readily see the love of Christ who
is our kinsmen, bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh; but
now, after that the effects of Christ's redemption and mediation
shall be finished, and their full restoration into the bosom of the
J"ather's love accomplished, by him who is the way thither, and
sin utterly abolished, and the saints perfectly restored to the image
of God: then Christ shall deliver up his kingdom, that is the
present militant, and mediatorial administration of his kingdoms,
and present it in its complete, and perfect and unchangeable
stale, as the effect and final issue of that negocialion, which he
hath exercised in the time of this world. Then will God the ra.
ther, Son, and Spirit, more immediately, in an unspeakable manner, communicate himself to the saints' face, take them into his
more immmediate presence, fill them with his goodness, and be all
in all to them. And then shall the saints see and ascend unto the
fountain love of the Father, the orignal of the whole mystery of
Christ, and of all grace and salvation by him, the well-spring of
all gracious dispensations and communications. They shall everlastingly be drinking down, and bathe themselves in those rivers
of love that have been running down from everlasting, from the
well-spr}ng of election which have issued forth in the whole dispensation of Christ: from the l"ather they were given to Christ,
to him they shall be presented, and by Christ brougtn into the
nearest union and communion with him that can be; they shall
partake of the same love, drink of the same pleasures, live the
same life of holiness and happiness, reign with him in the same
kingdom, and be thrown into the same ocean of joy for ever more.
TVcstmister.
W.
---000---

CREATION.

Throllgh faith we understand that the worlds were framer] by the (TeIlUlti)
word of God: so""that things which are seen, were Hot made of things which
do appeaL-HEll. Xl. 3.

As I am about to speak about God's first act in time, namely,
creation; concerning which we must believe the eternal will and
the purpose of God, Decretum Dei, et ejus e.l:ecutio exquisitissime convenillnt j nihil est in Dei opere, quod non fJ'eit in decreta; that is,
The purpose of God and the execution of tbat purpose, most exquisitely agree. }'or when we say, God cloth any thing, we oy
it do understand no more than an effect of h is eternal will. According therefore to tbe counsel of God's will, God first created
the worlds, and all that is> therein in si.1-' days. No creature had
tbc least hand, neither did God use any creature as an instrument
in the creation of the heavens and of the earth. "FaT thus saitA
Je/wva/I that created tlte heavens; GOD 1Ill\ISELF that formed the
earth and made it j he Izath established l't, he creatul it not in vain,
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he formed it to be inhabited: I am the LORD AND NONE ELSE."
As Jehovah alone created the heavens and the earth, 80 the Lord
knew, that men would arise speaking perverse things, who would
insinuate that God created all things, by or with a creature ill
union with himself, which they would call the great image of GOd;
therefore the Lord previously declared by the prophets, tltat the!)
should go to confusion together, the makers 0/ IMAGES, Isaiah xlv.
16, 18. for so it reads in our old bibles, and so it reads in the
original.
In the beginning 'God created, (Gen. i. l.) and God was the
WORD, the LOGOS, and by his command created all things, for (remat() he spake and it was done; He said, Let there be light, and
there was light. For Jehovah made all things, as he said, "He
stretchethforth the heavens ALONE; that spreadeth abroad the earth
DY MYSELF: that jrustrateth the tokens of the li:ttrs, and makdlt
diviner's mad; that tumeth wise men backrvard, and maketlt their
knowledge/oolish." Isaiah xliv. 24, 25.
What is the meaning of this, that the things which are seen, are
not made 0/ those things 7vllich do appear.
If by the invidble thz"ngs be meant, those invisible things of God,
namely, his eternal power and Godhead: it is 'ynquestionably true.
For the apostle in Rom. i. 20. declares that God's INVISIBILITIES,
namely. his ETERNITY, POWER, AND GODHEAD, are clearly seen
from the creation if the 'world, being understood by the things that
are made, so that the philosophers are without excuse, who believe God created the heavens and the earth out of pre-exl:~tent
matter. The Heathen philosophers, not having faith, could not
by reason comprehend how something should come out of nothing,
and therefore grew very vain in their imaginations about space
and matter; and their reasoning hardened their foolish hearts.
Therefore, byfllith we believe that the worlds were made by the (1'emati) command of God, which the Heathen philosophers do n~t,
who contradict the revelation of the creation as delivered by God
himself to Moses, as done in six days. (Exod. xx.) Mall was cre~
ated perfect and £n maturity. A nd so were the trees, the vegetables, and animals. The 'waters at the command of God, not
only brought forth abundantly the .fish and every living creature
that movetll therein, but every winged fowl; which to reason
may be incomprehensible. As these things were all brought forth
in perfection, we have in these things, a complete and far more
complicated O1'ganzsation than geology reveals since the deluge, involving processes of succession, growth, 01' corruption or reproduction; for God created these things PERFEO'l' by his command.
He spake and it was done.
The strange effects of the deluge are but little understood; for
when God beheld bis works at the end of the six days, he said,
it was VC1'1/ good, so that there was not a barren spot in the eart h.
But what a change, in consequence of sin. "He tqrned fruitful
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lam} into barreness or saltness, for or because of the wickedness of them
that dwelt therein." Psalm evii. 34. Let the geologist who professes Christianity study the effects of the deluge, and if divinely
taught, his labours will bring forth good fruit.
As by faith we understand. What is here meant by faith? And
why did not the apostle say by reason?
The apostle does not say by reason; although reason hath gone a
great way to make men understand that the world was made by God.
Most of the Heathens acknowledge that the world was at first by a
Divine power produced, out of a not being into a being. But one
great philosopher amongst them, helieved the world was eternal;
and others reasoned that it was made of a casual concourse of atoms,
or from Some other cause. So that the reason of one man opposed,
what appeared reasonable in the opinion of another; and therefore as
reason could not agree in opinion, nor was it possible for reason to
understand what appeared to be so unreasonable, and in opposition
to what all maintained, namely, that out ofnothing could come something; therefore the apostle did not say by reason, but by faith we
understand that the things which are seen, were made only by
God, by whose command they begun to be. The apostle therefore
saith faith, because the Qrder in which the things were created is
revealed in the word offaith; and by faith understood to have been
brought forth in the ordm', manner, and maturity revealed, aud that
God said, let there be light, let there be a firmament, and it was so,
as recorded in the holy scriptures. Whereas reason never could
conclude the modus of the creation, llOw and in what manner God
made every thing out of nothing; how he made fowls out of water,
or how he made a woman out of the 1'ib of man.
Lastly. Reason gives at best, but a faint assent to the order,
manner, &c. of the works of the creation, for in these days, the
wisest of our modern philosophers are not satisfied with the revealed
accounts thereof. By faith therefore we understand what reason
do'es not understand; for reason cannot be said to understand those
things, of which she has only a confused or indistinct knowledge,
and to which only a feeble assent is given. A great philosopher, as
heretofore noticed, doubted from the exercise ot his reason, whether
the world was made at all, or had an eternal existence. Others,
whether it had not its original from a casual concourse of atoms:
wonderfully vain have been unregenerated mens' imaginations, as in
other things, so concerning the originality of men, and of the world.
So that indeed, we are indebted 10 the faithful God that cannot lie,
for the word offaith revealed by Ilimself to Moses, 'and for the
gift offaith, by which we understand, what is far beyond the understanding of human reason,
This in the first place may lead to confirm our faith in Jehovah
the faithful God, essentililly true in the revelation he hath made of
himself, and without a shadow of untruth in the revelation he hath
made of any thing else. That there must be a God who alone is
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pre-existent, and IS before all things, that Christ is beforc all things,
and as Christ is revealed to be pre-existent, and is before all things,
therefore CHRIST IS GOD; and if ye believe not I AM that IS
before all things, ye shall die in Jour sins! The production of
all things out of a not being into a being, this is the sole act of
God: Christ created all things out of a not being into a being,
therefore Christ is God. In the beginning God created, Gen.
i. J. In the beginning God was the word, (Logos) without whom
nothing was made that was made. John i. 1, 3. God ALONE
spread out the heavens, (Job ix. 2.) He created the heavens,
and THE THINGS THAT TJ-IEHEIN ARE, and the em'ih, and tile
THINGS THAT THEREIN ARE, and the sea, and THE THINGS
WHICH ARE THEREIN. He determined the length of the first, second
and third days of time, when there was as yet no sun, no solar time
for Moses to measure time by; and who never recorded the duration
of those days, from his own imagination: but Moses recorded by
faith in the testimony of God who can neither lie nor change, what
God revealed to Moses, when Moses was in the holy mount!
---000---

To tlte Editors of tIle Gospel Magazine.
AN HONORARY ATI'ESTATION, TO THE DOCTRINAL SENTIMENTS TO THE
CHURCH OF ENGLAND.
DEAR SIRS,
IT ever was the lot of the honored instruments of defending the
truths of God, to be opposed by those who believe the lies of the
devil, this old fashioned practice is carried on to a great extent in
the present day; and those who are the most valliant for truth, and
opposed to lies, may expect to be marked out by the father of lies
for his archers to shoot at. The old archer, and his Nimrodian sons,
are always ready to pursue, catch, and kill the loving hind and pleasant roe of the Lord.
The Church of Home, is the son of perdition's chief dominion,
from which is promulgated the most abominable idolatries, and
damnable doctrines that ever the devil could invent.
The Church of England, is the noblest defence of the doctrines
and discipline of Christianity in the world.
Now it is most certain that Satan is employing the combined
efforts of Papists, Arminians, Socinians and others, to demolish
the citadel of truth-the Church of England. Thus we learn that
however Satan's vassals may differ among themselves, they all rally
together against the standard of truth.
.
As I have been in the camp of the enemies of the Church of England, and inlisted under their banner, I became acquainted with their.
maxims, and in many things, I followed their pernicious ways. But
God hath been pleased to break the snare wherewith I was entangled,
and I am escaped, and I feel it to be my bounden duty to leave a
testimony of my deliverance,
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As I received the principal part of my juvenile knowledge of letters
from the bounty of the church of England, in the Blue Coat charity
School at Maidstone, of course, I then attended church on Sundays,
holy-days &c, consequently the prej udice of education was in favour
of the Establishment. But when I left school, I seldom entered the
walls of any place of worship. As I advanced to manhood, I gradually waded in all the vices of the age within my grasp; but it pleased
God to stop me in my mad career in about the twenty-fourth year
of my age, to make me feel myself a sinner, and to know Jesus to
be GOD MY SAVIOUR.
Finding that the Dissenters professed to be the most (if not the
only) just and good people in the land, I turned in among them.
And those wilo I associated with, had an orthodox code of articles of
faith which greatly delighted me. I have no design, nor desire to
relate all I learned among our modern puritans, but among the rest I
learned that the very principal of an establishment is opposed to
scriptural authority, and unnecessary,-that the Church of England is
the church of Rome's eldest daughter ,-that her Liturgy is dead forms,
and the sooner she is destroyed the better.
Sometimes I would endeavour to defend the Church of England,
shewing her national excellence and general utility-the purity of her
doctrines-how many highly favoured ministers God had honoured
her with- that the principal persons who were employed in arranging
her present constitution, were holy martyrs to their pious labours:
But I generally received jeers, grins, and scoffs for my pains.
I frequently conversed with those, (though professed Trinitarians,)
who were opposed to the doctrine of the holy Trinity, and Incarnation
of our Lord Jesus Christ, as celebrated in the Athanasian creed,
which induced me to examine attentively that incomparable formulary, after whi<:h, I concluded that its propositions and declarations,
were in perfect harmony with the oracles of God. Being so much
enamoured with the Athanasian creed, I examined the Nicene and
Apostolical creeds, and I found that the latter two were as harmonious with holy scripture as the former one.
Finding that I had committed treason against modern puritanism,
in examining, afJproving and defending the doctrines contained in
the three creeds, like most traitorous villains, I went from bad to
worse, and I determined to examine the various departments of
the liturgal survices, and ritual ceremonies of the Establishment,
and the more I perused them the more my soul was enraptured wit h
their simplicity and grandure. I cannot say that I discovered
nothing which I considered would admit of improvement. But the
order, arrangement and phraseology or~ by far the most part, is so
exceJlent that to alter for the better, that which is excellent, requires
profound wisdom.
My views of the principle of an Establishment, is as follows: All
laws which have for their object the well of being of mankind, are a
clivi ne blessing, and the glory of the nation 1 that is honoured with
VOL.
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them. If it be right that nations should be governed in the fear of
God, then is it right that the governors of nations should sanctioll
the true worship of God, and to devise consistent means of instructing the people in the true fear and worship of the proper object of
worship. To accomplish which, it is nessisary to have commodious
b\lildings for shelter and comfort in different places, and persons
qualified to instruct the people to be engaged at certain times in those
buildings, to lead the worship, and to instruct the people. Also a form
of sound words arranged in order, and varied according to the seasons,
for a standard ritual. This, I believe, is the real principle of the
Church of England.
The var·ious oppositions and insults I have recei\'ed., for approving •
and dcfendiug the doctrines of the Church of England, have induced
me to wield my feeble pen in her defence. Her leading articles are
the holy Trinity and incarnation, which the greatest part of her
home bred enemies oppose. The Arian, Socinian and Unitarian,
reject the Athanasian creed altogether. The Wesleyan's expunge it
as too uncharitable; the human soul pre-existent party, reject it as
blasphemously opposed to their idol. The above parties tried to
frighten me with the Athanasian creed, but it is now become a sort
of militant shield against the idolatrous heresies of the day, as such
I shall use it with the sward of the Spirit; the more this shield is
used, the brighter it will shine.-That we may never let it get rusty,
for want of using, is the hearty desire of Yours very truly, for the
TRUTHS sake.
Boxley, Kent, Oct, 15, 1836
EDWARD KIRBY.
---000--SCRIPTURE 1\fARKS OF A TRUE AND SAVING FAITH.

AFTEJ:l. recovering from a sickness, I set myself to examine and prove
my faith; to see if it were true and saving. Because pardon of sin,
frccdom from condemnation, eternal life, with other great blessings,
are promised to believers: and much of our comfort in sickness and
health, in life and death, depends on the knowledge and proof of
our faith. And that I did believe in Christ, with a true and saving
faith, I was satisfied,- thus:
From those expressions of scripture wherein the nature and
essential acts of faith are set forth; as,-Coming to Christ, " he that
cometh"-" he that believeth on me." Coming is believing. My
conscience bears me witness that I am coming to Christ, for Christ
himself and all his benefits. I find my soul drawn to Christ, and,
upon occasions, looking and going to him. Receiving, 'I As many
as received him-even as many as believed on his name." Receiving
is believing. Now through grace I find my heart willingly receiving
and thankfully accepting Jesus Christ, as God offers him in the
gospel, even an whole Cbrist; Christ in all bis offices to be to me,
prophet, priest, and king. Trusting," In whom, he trusledyet believed." Trusting is believing. This also I find that God hath
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given me an heart to rely on Christ for righteousness', grace, and
life.
Then from the gl'ound of my faith, which is the word of God.
It is through my knowledge and acquaintance with lhe word, that I
have been brought to believe in Christ; and, through Christ, in the
Father that hath se.nt him. And I read, such as "believe, through
the word," are true believers; for whom Christ maketh intercession;
" N either pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word."- And " who have everlasting life,
and shnll not come into condemnation." "Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that hearetlt my word, and believetll on him that sent
me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation,
but is passed from death unto lile." So also from t!lis property and
effect of faith, that is p1'izing Christ. "Unto you that believe he
is precious!' (The apostle speaks of the" faith of God's elect,"
and of saving faith, "Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls," Now I find Christ is precious to me-so precious to my soul, that I value and prefer h;m above the whole world;
I account his blood precious, " which cleanseth me from all sin;"
the prfJmises exceeding great and precious, which" in him are yea
and Amen!' Christ is so precious to me, that I am willing to suffer
for him. "Unto you is given, in the behalf of Christ, not only to
believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake:" yea, I choose a suffering condition for Christ, before the honours, riches, and pleasures
of the world, when they cannot be enjoyed without sinning against
him. "By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be
called the son of Pharoah's daughter, choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin
for a season; esteeming the reproach of (or for) Christ greater
riches than the treasures of Egypt: for he had respect unto the recorn pence of the reward." I am willing " to take up the cross"
and forsake all tlzings for him.
Another evidence of my being one of God's servants.
I considered with myself what evidence I had I was one of these:
and was satisfied from these scriptures, "Know ye not, that to
whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye m'e to
whom ye obey, whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto
righteousness," I find God hath given me an heart to yield myself to him; "0 .Lord I beseech thee, let now thine ears be altentive to the prayer of thy servants, that desire to fear thy name."
Here I saw that such as desire to fear God, are accounted God's
servants; which, through grace, I do.
Some doubtings arose in my -heart, whether I was one of God's
servant~, because it is said, " whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin."
For removing this doubt, I considered,-That the meaning of
this scripture is not, that no man that hath sin in his heart, or doth
sin in his life, can be God's servant, but is a servant of sin; fur
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then God should have no servants upon the face of tlte eanb.
" There is not a just man upon earth that doth good and sinnelle
1IOt." "If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
trutl. is not in us."
It is said, tllat " the servants of sin· are free from righteousness. " Now, through mercy, I follow after righteousness, and
find something of it: whence I concluded I was not the servant
of sin.
I saw that David held this conclusion, that he was one of Gotl.'s
servants, though he was compassed about with infirmities; yea,
even at such time as he was under a sense of his sinful infirmities;
•• 0 Lord, truly I am thy servant." Yet he said in his haste, (unbelievingly) "All Illen are great liars." David, after he had
committed the great sin of numbering the people, against the
counsel and advice of his friends, confessed "that he had sinned
greatly, and done very foolishly;" yet, calleth h imsel fa servan t
of the Lord, "Take away the iniquity of thy savant"
.
As I was considering this thing, the Lord brought to my remembrance, "With my mind I myself serve the law of God, but
with the flesh the law of sin." The scripture was a great sLay
and satisfilction to me, and took off what was my chief fear.
There is no doubt but Paul was the servant of Christ, yet he
sayeth, " I m,V self, with the flesh serve the law of sin."
An other evidence is the pm'don of sin.
Being under the sense of many sins, I considered with myself,
what grounds and evidences I had for the pardon of my sins, and
\Vas satisfied from these scriptures. "To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name, whOSOe'l>e7' believetlt in him,
shall receive remission of sins." I found that through grace, I
did believe Christ. " I f we confess our sins, he is faithful and
just toforgive us Dill' sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteollsness" I saw here, that God's justice and faithfulness, stand engaged to forgive their sins, who make confession of them; which
God had given me an heart to do. These persons to whom this
plomise was made, had sinned against great mercies, " I have
lIursed and brought up children, and they have rebelled."-" We
should have been as Sodom, and like unto Gomorrah," and other
circumstances, "W hy should ye be stricken any more? ye will
revolt," &c. did aggravate their sins. Yet God promises to forgive their scarlet and crimson" sins. The promise of " remission
of sins," is part of " the new covenant ;" and I find that God hath
made this covenant with me, "Incline your ear and come unto
me, hear, and your souls shall live, and I will make an everlasting
covenant with you, even the SU1'e mercies of David." [Heb. beIOVtd, meaning Jesus Christ.]
Having felt the prevalency of sin; and found sin not only
warring against, but leading me captive, which made me question my pardon, I was enabled to rest upon God for forgiveness,
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IniqUities prevail against me; as for our transgressions, thou
shalt purge them away."-By purging, is meant, pardoning,
"when he had by himself, purged our sins"-" purge me, and I
shall be clean." Subduing and destroying sin. "By this shall
the iniquity of Jacob be purged; and this is all the fruit to take
away his sin." et If a llIan therefore purge himself from these, he
shall be a vessel-sanctified." So David, l"hen he felt sin prevailing, and not only one sin but several (iniquities in the plural numller) prevail, did yet rest upon God, both for pardon and subduing
of his sins. And what David did, I may, and ought to do. When
the apostle found sin working, and warring, and leading him
captive, yet he hangs upon Christ, and blesseth God for Christ,
and believes he shoulcl be delivered from tt.le guilt and power of
his sins, by Jesus Christ.
When the filthiness of my sins made me afraid that God
would not pardon, because I had such vile affections and such
filthy motions in my heart, God comforted me with that word,
" I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean;
from all your filthiness, will I cleanse you:" and " 1 will save you
from 11.11 your uncleanness." And the promise is, " to all that
believe:" and here is promised" justification from all things."So as no sin, no circumstance in any sin, shall be charged upon
any believer to his condemnation. Having found my heart departing from God in a very treacherous manner, this clouded my
evidence of pardon. But, after prayer, I was confirmed in the
belief of the forgiveness of my sin, from the Jews who had voluntarily, without any inticing temptation, prostituted themselves to
sin; and though they had et in a treacherous manner," depal'led
from God, after he had taken them" into a conjugal relation
with himself," yet he promises, upon their return, "to heal their
backslidings." My faith was farther established, by considering,
that remission of sin was promised to me in the covenant., which
covenant should "never be removed from me." "As I have
sworn that the waters of N oah should no more go over the earth;
so have I sworn that I would not be wrath with thee, nor rebuke
thee: for the mountains"shall depart, and the hills be removed,
but my kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the covenant if my peace be removetl, sai th the Lord, that hath mercy on
thee." Also" To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenfsses, though we have Tebelled against him."
When God had once, and again, cleared up to my soul the pardon of my sins, I considered with myself, what duties this mercy
called for; and I saw, this should make me thankful. "Bless
the Lord,O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, who forgiveth
all thine iniquities."-Made me thus admire God, " Who is a
God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the
transgression of the remnant of his heritage? He retaineth not
his anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy." It makes
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me morefearful of offending God. " There is forgiveness with
thee that thou mayest be feared." The Lord will speak peace
unto his people, but let them not turn again." It makes me love
God much. Her sins which are 17U1'~Y, are forgiven, for she loved
much." It makes me gloriflJ God, and let him have the dominion
over my soul. "Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our
sins, in his own blood~to him be gloT'.Y and dominion." It makes
me cheerful, and encourages me in all the troubles of this present
life. "Son, be of good cheer, thy sins are forgiven tllee." "The
inhabitant shall not say, I am sick: the people that dNell therein
shall be forgiven in their iniquity." It obliges me to forgive
others. "Forgiving one another, even as God, for Christ's
sake, hath forgiven you." "As Christ forgave yon, so also do
ye." It makes me willing to be employed in any service for God.
" Thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.-Also I heard
the voice of the Lord saying, Whom shall lsend, and who will
go for us? Then said I here am I, send me?"
My interest in, and Union with Jesus Christ, was another consideration.
Christ prayeth that" them that shall believe on him, through
the word-that they all may be one in him."-And " the Father
heareth him alwa,ys." Now I find, blessed be God, that through
tIle word I believe in Christ. Effectual calling. "God is faith ..
ful, by whom ye were called."-" Ye see your calling brethren,"
-" Of him are ye in Ch ri st'Jesus." Now, through mercy, I find
God has called me "Ollt of darkness into his marvellous light."
He has called me to knowledge and faith of Christ. "T¥allcing
after the Spirit, and not after the flesh." It is not said, they that
are in Christ have noflesh in them-but-they walk not alter the
flesh. Christ's giving us his Spirit,"-is an evidence that" he
abideth in us," Now I find, by the fruits of the Spirit, l lovej0.!J-peace-long suffaing-gentleness-goodness-faith - meekness-temperance)-that God hath given me his Spirit: and also
by my being able to cry Abba, Father. (( Because ye are sons,
God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying
A~ba, Father." "Crucifying the flesh with the affections and
lusts" thereof, that is, our corrupt nature with the works of it.
The flesh and lusts thereof, are crucified, when it is so subdued
that it doth (( not 7'eigll." Which I find, blessed Le God!
Keeping Christ's word. "In him, verily, is the love of God perfected. Hereby know ye that we are in him." Which 1 desire,
and endeavour.
The comfort and pri vi lege flowing fro'm hence, is, that I am,
Freejrom condemnation. "There is therefore now no condemnation to them that are Christ Jesus." Assured of glory.
•, Which is Christ in you the hope of glory." He that hath the
Son hatlt lifl:" Interested in Christ's" wisdom, righteousness,
sanctification, and redemptinn."
Interested in " all spiritual
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and heavenly blessings." Complete in bim-though imperfect in
m;ysc?l"
Another evidence was-That God is mv God.
My being in covenant with God. Wherein the great blessing
promised is, that God will be our God, e, For tbis is the cot·enant,
that I will make, saith the Lord.-l will be to them a God, and
thc,y shall be to me a people." And my being in covenant, is evi·
deuced to my soul, by my coming to and closing with Christ, the
1I1ediator of tbe covenau t. For he promises to Cl make an everlasting covenant witb such as come to him " My" engaging my
heart to approach to God. He shall approach." My being one q/
God's servants. "Thou art my servant, I have chosen thee, fear
thou not, I am thy God." The law qf God in nu} heart." And
" my delight to do tbe will of God." Myfear a/God. "They
shall be my people, and I will be tbeir God-and I will give them
one heart and one way, that they may fear me for ever-and I
will put my {ear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from
we." \Vbich fear is discerned by eschewing and departing from
evil." My choosing the Lord for my God. "Tbou bast said
unto the Lord, thou art my God." And voluntarily giving up
myseif to him, to obey his voice and keep his ways. "Thou hast
avouehed the Lord to be thy God-to walk in his ways. -And
the Lord hatb avouched thee, to be h(s peculiar people." "Obey
" my voice, and I will be your God, and ye shall be my p~ople."
My willingness to leave earthly elv·o.Jiments at the call of God;
setting loose to the world; looking; upon myself as " a stranger
and pilgrim on the earth ;" preferring and seeking heavenly
things above earthly. For" God is not ashamed to be called
their God," that are and" do thus."
Hence r infer for my comfort; God'" audience of my prayers,
cc My God will hear me."
H is presence 'with me in all conditions.
" I have redeemed thee, thou art mine.-When thou passest
through the waters, I will be with thee. I am the Lord thy God,
the holy one of Israel, thy Saviour. A supp(y cif all I11:lJ u'allts.
" The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want." St7'ength and assistance to all services or sufferings. "I will strengthen thee, yea, I
will help tbee. He" will be my God and guide for ever-even
unto death." He will" pardon my sin?" and not forsake and
cast me off. "For the Lord will not forsake his people for his
great name's sake." ." Israel bath not been forsaken, nor J udah
(!fbis God."
And I charge it on myself, as my duty-to" walk humbly with
God." To.seek him early. cC Thou art my God, eaI'll} will I ~,eek
thee" To praise and e:calt him. "Thou art my GCld, and I will
praise thee: my God, I will exalt thee." To . love him above all
with all my heart." To turn to him wIJcnever I shall depart from
~im ..• < Therefore tllrn thee to t~y God-continually." To trust
zn 11lIn constantly for all things. "Tbe Lord is my rock-my
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strength-in whom I will t1'ltst;" Yea, in times of greatest danger, distress and fear. "They devised to take away my life-but
1 tmsted in thee. I said, thou art my God." "David was greatly
distressed, for the people spake of stoning him-but Davit;! encouraged himself, in the Lord his God."
(To be condttded in the Supplement.)
---000---

CHIHSTIAN LIBERTY.

,

By an unaccountable transposition, a part if Mr. Lovett's
Samon should have been inserted before that on page 461, wlziell
was the conclusion. The 1'eader is Tcquested with his IJW to mark
as continued from p. '~04, so that the finishing piece may be on
46 I.

Through the kindness of a friend, and correspondent, we have
been enabled to present to the religious public the whole of the
invaluable composition of sermons sent us written by Mr. Lovett,
a clergyman of the Church of Englaud. Any encomium that we
could pass upon them, would be infinitely far below their worth.
The writer has a happy talent of expressing himself in a manner,
easy, and forcible, withollt labour or art. He takes a copious
view of his subjects, devoid of redundancy, leaving' nothing unsaid that could be said. Throughout the whole of his discourses,
there is an energy and soqndness of understanding, visibly to be
seen arising from a comprehensive mind, enlightened by the
Holy Spirit. Enriched with such requisites, he gives to the doctrim's, he would enforce the most irresistible evidence. And as
we read, we find a deep, and a deeper involuntary admiration.
He appears to us as a colossus, among the swarm of pigmies with
which we are surrounded, who get upon their pedestals, misleading thejudgment, and blinding the understanding. And though
the essence of truth cannot be altered, yet with false glosses, and
a farrago of incongruities, they drive on, leading their votaries to
destruction, and perverting the paths of the just. The blind
leading the blind. May the Lord, of his infinite goodness, turn
the hearts of the deceivers to the wisdom of the just, and have
mercy upon the deceived.

TI-rE EDITORS.

r-
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'1'0 the Editors of tile Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIRS,

I SEND you for insertion in your excellent Miscellany, a defence
upon an attack made upon a valuable minister of Christ in the
EstabJislJed Church of England, the reverend Robert Pym, rector
of Elmley, in Yorkshire. It was intended for the use of God's
elect family, who statedly, or occasionaJly attend his ministry,
hut which ought to be extended to the whole household of faith.
Yours, in tbe~best of bonds,
Wakejield, June 14, 1836.
"VILLIAM JONES.
A CAVEAT AGAINST WHAT ARE CALLED THE ERRORS OF
CALVINISM.

DEAR BRETHREN IN THE LOUD,

You have no doubt heard of " A Caveat against the Errors of
Calvinism," which has been published at Barnsley, as remarks on
asermon preached hy me in that town in January last.
I propose, in dependence on our Covenant Teacher, God the
Holy Ghost, to address to you a few observations on this" Caveat," and print them in a cheap form for your use.
A right interpretation of scripture as the word of God, with a
right exercise of gospel faith and hope, cannot be combined with
man's natural ignorance of God. Of tbis we are well assured. I
propose then directing my observations, first, to tbe knowledge of
God, to be found in " A Caveat against errors."
Tbis " Caveat" knows of no God, but one, who is not of supreme power! One that has been, now is, and ever will be defeated in his purpose! Tbis God, ,. A Caveat" finds in the fall of
man! in every comllland broken by man since tbe world was!
and moreover in everyone of the fallen descendants of Adam,
not brought by Christ to heavenly glory! How opposed to what
God has declared of himself in his word, is such an idea of him
as we have presented to us by this Caveat! Only refer to the following scriptures and I tbink you will with me come to this conclusion-that never was there an author less qualified to weigh
the " consistency" or " accuracy" of what he calls " the Bzhlical knowledge" of another, than the one' with wbom we have now
to do in this Caveat. The scriptures to which I would refer you
are the following: Isaiah xlvi. 9-11. Proverbs xix. 21. Psalm.
xxxiii. 11. Hebrews vi, 17. Malachi iii. vi. Acts v. 38, 3g.
Evidently from the tone and spirit of the Caveat the author
would wish to pass off for some deep read divine, some learned
and privileged critic of the wore! of God. Some somebody. From
whence then he has obtained his God debasing, God dishonouring ideas, you will wish to be informed. Tt is from Genesis ii. 16.
17. De sets forth" that it was God's purpose, man should not
VOl.. I.-No. XII.
4 B
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Jall." "That IllS purpose in this respect was thwarted," by wan's.
falhng. All that [ learn of God's purpose from this scripture, is,
that man should not, after eating of the forbidden fruit, remaiu
the same upright being he came from his Maker's hands.
Instead of finding in the history of man's fall, an account of
God's want of supreme power, of God's defeat, in the thwarting
of his purpose; I find God's supreme power upheld. As soon as
Adam ate of the forbidden fruit, the death, which was of God's
purpose in case of his disobedience, instantly followed. God'~
defeat with regard to the salvation of the fallen world, is set
forih in this" Caveat" from those scriptures which speak of
God's elect people, with reference to their redemption by the
Lord Jesus Chri·;t, as " all," " all men," " the world," &c. Now
my friends, no one left to his own natural mind, will ever give up
these scriptures as a strong hold from whence to defend the doctrine of universal redemption. God the Holy Ghost th11S shewn,
nnd will shew to the church, thflt such language is used in scripture, on other subjects, in a limited sense. That tbese scriptures
speak only of the elect world, the all in Christ of I Cor. xv. '12.
You know that as all mankind in the full meaning of the expression, were in the first Adam, when he fell; so aU the elect family
'of God, were in Christ when he came into the world-" Chosen
of God in Christ, from before the foundation of the world." Eph'
i. J and 4. 'We could almost fancy we now heard the voice of
t\nother Caveat. "Your observations, reverend Sir, that, Christ came only to save his own,' is quite unintelligible." To
which we might reply, so was our Lord's discourse to Nicodell1us,
ou the subject of the new birth.
For a few moments let lis entertain" A Caveat's" notion of a
'tlefeated, thwarted, Supreme Being; together also with another
'whicll we find in his pages-a conditional salvation. Let us be
Jab0nring to fulfil the cOllditions-enquirin~with all the anxiety
natura! to such a situation, as to the security of the salvation.
Then imagine our dismay, at being told, security! There is
none. Thcre can be none! The God purposing your salvation on
the fulfilment of conditions by you, has been, still is, and ever
will be defeated in his purposes. He never yet purposed to give
man any thing 011 conditions, but he was thwarted.
But my friends, a God defeated in his purposes of blessing,
may possibly be defeated in his purpose of punishing-what a
field then does " A Caveat' against Error" open to an ungodly
world, to go 011 in si,n, under a scriptnrally entertained possibility, that God may be defeated by the devil in his purpose of
punishing ihe wicked.
There is yet my friends, one consideration, connected with the
horror, which a Caveat entertains of a God who was not defeated
by the devil in man's fall; and is not defeated in every sinner
perishing for eternity-one consideration, which, when in th
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the judgment of " A Caveat," a God not thus defeated, and thus
thwarted, is pronounced a devil, is calculated, and with reason too,
to make' stand on end the hair' of anyone entertaining such a Goddebasing idea. The consideration is this-May there not be found
a revelation from God in his word, concerning his conduct in two
other instances, bearing a very strong resemblance to that, which
1he Caveat sets forth would make God into a devil. We are told,
Gen. xv. 13, lilo, of God's purposes being known to Abraham,
f'cspecting the four hundred years' affliction in Egypt of his descendants. We afterwards find it literally fulfilled. Much guilt
is contracted in its accomplishment; particularly in the case of
of Pharaob, whose conduct brought down upon him God's heavy
and appallinp;judgments; while the declaration of God himself
concerning him, is.• e for tbis cause have I raised thee up, for to
shew in thee my power."-Ex. ix. J 6; x. I. The other to which
I allude is the cruci6 xion of our Lord Jesus Christ. This, ac-cording to Luke xxii. 22; Acts ii. 23; iv. 27, 28, was if God's
determined counsel, while those accomplishing it, were not deprived
Of one iota of their responsibility as moral agents.
With reference to God's purposes, we find at page 12 of the
U Caveat," this mode ot reasoning-CC Now unless it can
be
proved that the Commandments of God are contrary to his purposes, I think itis clear from the testimony of God himself, that
~t was" His declared purpose that Adum should not fall."
Now with all due deference to (( A Caveat against Erro.rs," [
should argue directly the reverse of this. I should say, if it could
be proved that God's 'commands zoere contral,!! to his purposes,
then we had a house divided against itself. and it was doubtful
whether God's purposes might not be defeated by his ownop,posing commands. The Holy Spirit tells us, Rom. iv.15.. Where no law is, there is no transgression-" So had not God
given a command, it would clearly then have been God's purpose man should not fall. But having given the command, by
which the fall became possible, or a law by which sin entered,
and by which it still abounds, how anyone should argue from
thence with so much oonfidence, God did not purpose Man'sj£tll;
I am at a loss to concei ve.
Refening to Deut. xxix 29, where we are told that secret
things belong unto the Lord our God, om letter writer sneeringly
remarks, at page 13-" But it should seem they belong unto you
also, notwithstanding this declaration to the contrary." We
readily own that secret things do belong to {)ur God-we cannot
deny it-we not only have it so stated in the sc-ripture referred to
-we have it manifested by God in his dealings with men. Consult our Lord's reply to the inquiry of his disciples-" Why
speakest thou unto them in parables?" Matt xiii. 11. He answered and said unto them, Because it is given to you la know the
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it'is not given.
Agreeably to this is Psalm xxv. 14. The secret of the Lord is witl!
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them that feu I' him. See also Luke x. \H.-In that hom Jesus
rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and
prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes: even so Father; for
so it seemed good in thy sight.
We proceed now to the doctrine of Election, which with other
things, is treated by " A Caveat" as you would expect, from
one holding the God-dishonoming notions that we have been
considering. The Caveat condemns the election of the bible,
and upholds his own, chiefly by arguments, if sllcb they may be
called, tlrawn from God's dealings with the Jews and some particular individuals.
The Jews, as a nation, are acknowledged by the Caveat not to
have been elected of God to eternal lite, but only to national
blessings and church privileges. Here we agree. But what follows? Why he does no't see, and probably because he cannot, that
those blessings and those privileges, were the things held by them on
cond/tions.
That the scriptures, to which he again and again refers to
establish his fond idea of a conditional salvation, contain promises
of national and temporal blessings made to them on conditions,
with threatenings of temporal curses or the death of the body in
case of disobedience.
Whilst, my friends, such as " A Caveat" cannot see in the
O:d Testament (or indeed the New) unconditional salvation; that
is, a salvation, the conditions of which are fulfilled by a Surety,
a Covenant Head; those taught by the Holy Spirit, see both
the necessity and existence of such a salvation taught throughout that part of the sacred volume. Many are the scriptures
which sweetly treat of it, while the history of the Jews is one
continued testimony to man's being unable to obtain blessings
fi'om God on conditions to be fulfilled bv himself. The Jews
are at this present moment no less affortling to the church a testimony to this, than by the sacred history of God's dealings with
them and their conduct.
Civil and religious privileges were the combined advantages
to the Jews, through their national election. These they lost,
not because they did not exercise a gospel, spiritual saving faith,
which is of union to Christ by the Holy Spirit-but because they
did not trusL God according to the discovery of his power-skill,
wisdom-goodness and faithfulness which was made to them. III
like manner, where God plants in the gentile world, any number
of his elect, spiritual people; there, those who are not of this
number, have advantages for a natural knowledge of God, similar
to those of the Jews, and which place them in their natural condi tion above the heathen. The forfei ting of these Paul speaks of
in Hom. xi. 16-22. He does not here treat of personal ejection.
Our letter writer talks of floundering at page 17. I do not know
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what he would have us call his attempts to unfold deep passages
of scripture. The sovereign purpose of God, in all that Paul
treats of in that eleventh clJapter of his epistle to the Romans.
which we find spoken of verses 25 to 29, and which God accomplishes in his own way, dealing with man as a responsible moral
agent, is of course overlooked by a Caveat against such scripture
conclusions.
Now for some of the arguments of the Caveat against God's
election of his church from eternity, in Christ to eternal life.
The Jews are acknowledged, as we have observed, not to have
been chosen to eternal life. So then argues the Caveat-as we
allow Abe!, Enoch and Noah to be in heaven, who were not of
the Jewish Community, so election is not needful to eternal life.
Such a mode of arguing as this needs no comment, it sufficiently exposes itself.
What is brought forward respecting Solomon and about which
we are favoured with so much exulting triumph-is as about as
far off the mark as what we have just left. It relates not to Solomon in any other capacity or relationship to God, than that of
I,ing of the Jews, agreeable to what we have just said upon Rom.
xi. 16-22. It is not to be viewed as in any way relating to his
eternal salvation. We have yet another individual, the allusion
to whom, is about as happy on the part of the Caveat, as to' those
we havejust had in review. Al p. 25 we read-" if your doctrine
therefore, reverend Sir, that the everlasting salvation of the eleG,t
is as sure as the pillars of eternal truth,fails here also." Where?
In the case of Judas! did I ever apply it in this sense to Judas:
Chosen to a particular time service, the work 0/ the devil, but the
purpose of God as we have seeL1. Because such an one is not gone
to heaven, the doctrine of the final perseverance of the saints al'e
said to fail! !! My doctrine, as a Caveat is pleased to call it,
stands firm in the case of Judas, llS it regards those who are not
elected to eternal life. See Acts i. 25. Where the Holy Spirit,
speaking of Judas giving up the (!ffice to which he was chosen,
and having done the work appointed him, says-" From which
Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place.
We cannot have a better refutation than this, of all the endeavours of a Caveat to overthrow the construction put by me on the
Jatler part of the texl from which I preached at Barnsley, in J anuary last, and which has caused" A Caveat" to stand up. Luke

x. 25.
, Two scriptures are produced to prove election to be a lime act
of God's, with reference to the conditions on which he offers sal.
vation to man. - One is from 2 Thess. ii. 13, 1'1, at page 7. The
other from 1 Peter i. 2, at page 20.
How these scriptures, in any the remotest way, prove, what
they are called to prove, I am at a loss to comprehend. The
questioll which arises from these scriptl1res, is to whom do'they
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ascribe the fulfilment of the conuitions required, on whidl depends the manifest separation, of the elect, from the non.elect,
in their being brought to Christ. Election is in these scriptures
a purpose of the Divine mind, which depends for its manifested
accomplishment on a Divine agent, God the Holy Ghost. 'Ye
have only to refer to John, i. 12, 13-where in other language
the same truth is as plainly declared-also to Psalm cx. 3. Thy
people shall be willing in the da,V qf thy power. At page 35, the
case of Jacob and Esau is brought forward from Romans ix.
12, 13. "These words," we are told, " are not to be understood
in a personal but a national sense." The only reason I can assign
for this, is that the Holy Spirit there introduces them purposely
to prove pel'sonal ele£tion-while as thus introduced they prove
nothing else. At page 39, it is stated" None are Christ's until
they be actual~y made partakers of a divine nature, &c." I suppose this assertion is made, because Christ says, John x. 16."Othersheep I have, which are not of this fold ; them also 1 must
bring." John v. 39, ., This is the Ji'ather's will which he Iwth sent
me, that of all which Ile hath giopen me I should lose nothing."
At page 45, the Caveat comes fonh against Acts xiii. 43, as it
stands in our authorised translation-fearful I suppose lest from
thence we should derive any support for our views of God's
truth. The closing sentence with reference to this scriptur€-is,
" Calvinism finds no rest for the sole of her feet here." This sounds
very fine. Let us enquire into tbe truth of this high-sounding
pompous declaration. Calvinism found very good rest for the
sole of her foot in this scripture, before the Caveat meddled with
it- Does she find any the less now? Let us see-he gives it to
us to be read thus-" As many as were disposed, adapted, or in a
1'iglzt disposition and preparation " for eternal life, believed."
""Veil, and by what means, or of whom, in this disposing, adapting,
preparing of God's people for eternal life? Go once more to John
i. 12, 13. Compare the Caveat's reading of Acts xiii. 48, with
that scripture-you will not quarrel with it-you will find a confirmation of the views you have before entertaiued of that scripture-you will thank the Caveat for widening and strengthening
instead of hav,ing taken away, as he so pompously boasts, this
rest for our feet. You may also lake the Caveat's reading of this
scripture to Romans ix. 23, you will there find the same persons
spoken of as "'assels ofmercy wltich he (God) had afol'e prepared
unto glor.IJ." Look while there at verses 21 and 22, see, if
there " being vessels of wratlz jitted to destruction" is a man i festation of God being defeated and thwarted in his purpose? See if
the fall of man-the entrance of sin into the world-the conti.
nuance of sin in the "Y0dd-the perishing of sinners for eternity
is there taught, as arising from any want of power, on the
part of God in his government of responsible moral agents?
At page 26, we have.2 Peter i. 10, declared to be useless
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" verbiage I" if "it does not prove that personal election is "conditional." Now I have no doubt whatever, that not teaching this,
it is useless " verhiage" to our author, and nothing els~. But
whilst useless" verbiage" to him, they are wholesome and nourishing words to those taught of God the Holy Ghost-teaching them
the importance of the doctrine of personal nnconditional election
-inasmuch as exhorting God's family to an asssurance of their
own personal election to eternal life, realizing their effectual call
of God the Holy Ghost to have been the evidence and witness of
it.
There is one more subject with reference to election, to be noticed, and then we will pass on to another subject. The Caveat
anxious to place the errors of Calvinism in the most glaring light,
gi"es us a note at the bottom of page :J9, in which he fights a straw
of his own sticking up, that he may be esteemed a mighty conqueror
for having knocked it down. I know not to whom that note refers
-but this I know, that if the person there brought forward, preached
Goc!'s truth, he would not hesitate to declare that Christ having
placed himself between tlte law and the church-having had according to Isaiah liii. 6. all the iniquity, past, present, and
future of the church laid upon him. The law would no longer
view the elect as rebels-every demand of the law for their rebellion
having been satisfied for their surety.
The grace of God is treated in this Caveat, as we might expect it
would be-as the grace of a God who has been, now is, and ever
will be liable to be defeated in his purposes, in dealing with responsible moralllgents such as men and devils; The grace of God,
which is his sovereign, free, unmerited, and effectual favour, shewn
to whom he will, according to his own sovereign love to them. See
Romans iv. 16. "Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace;
to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed," Rom. xi. 57.-" Even so then at this present time, there is it remnant according to the election of grace. And if by grace, then it is no more of
works; otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works,
then is it no more grace; otherwise work is no more work. What
then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the
election hath obta.ined it, and the rest were blinded.". .
The grace of our God is by the Caveat made of the same nature
as the imaginary purpose of God, that man should not fall, and that
all mankind in the Caveat's sense should be saved. No wonder there
is a failure in respect of God's saving whom he will-while no other
means are purposcd for its accomplishment, than such a thing as the
Caveat would teach God's grace to be; God's grace is that which
abounds towards the elect, by Christ, above and in opposition to all"
those aboundings of sin and guilt in them, which are by their relationship to the first Adam. Paul shews in Romans v. 12, to the
end, that this grace is as sure of accomplishing God's purposes of
ove, by Christ} in the elect-as we know was accomplished God's'
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purpose of death in the whole human race, by the first Adam. The
arguments of the apostle, from hence are-that there were of God's
sovereignty, two Covenant,heads-a first and a second Adam. That
these were representatives of two families-both families are described as'the many-the many in the one, and the many in the
other. The former consisting of the whole human race-the other
of a part only, who were in Ghrist of God's election before the foundation of the world. The child oL God has here a security of blessing from relationship to the second Adam-as he has of temporal
death from his relationship to the first.
As death reigns in all Adam's posterity, nothing defeats it-so
shall grace reign-Yes! Reign-not to be defeated or thwarted, but
1'eign in all God's elect unto eternal life, through the righteousness
of Christ, even as the reign of death over all was by the sin of the covenant head the first Adam.
Having had such a specimen of human reasoning about spiritual
things, as the Caveat contains J I need not, my dear friends, trouble
you with ani observations on the concluding remarks of the Caveat
on that subject. His oll'n human reasonings throughout his production, are more to the purpose in its exposure than any thing I could
advance.
What a contrast is this Caveat to what we have from the Holy
Spirit, Isaiah lii. 7. There we read" How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth
peace, that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation:
that saith unto Zion, thy God reigneth."
, What a contrast to the proclamation of God's defeat by the devil,
which the Caveat contains.
This Caveat, as an instrument of the devil to accomplish God's
purposes, in the blinding of the eyes of them that believe not, lest
the light of the glorious gospel should shine unto them-will do its
appointed work. Its appearance will be hailed with rapturous delight, in the regions of Arminian darkness, where we have our dwelling. The Author will be the wisest, the best of mankind, in the estimation of all who belong to those regions. In this, like the pharisees of old, he will have his reward-of which we would in no wise
deprive him. In the midst of all this, the church of Christ may rest
assured, that this offspring of the opposers and enemies of Christ
and his truth shall be found amongst the all things working together
for good to them that love of God, who are the called according to
his purpose.
" Now hrethren, commending you to God, and to the Word of
his grace, which is able to build you up, and give you an inheritance
among all them which are sanctified." Acts xxii. 32. I remain, yours
faithfully in Christ Jesus,
Elmley, June 4, 1631.
ROBERT PYM.
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OBITUARY
A DEVOTBD servant of Christ, Mr. William Hudson, late of Whitley
Wood, a village five miles from Sheffield, in Yorkshire, departed this
life, September 16, 183G, aged eighty years.
He was arrested by Divine grace when young, at a time when he
indulged himself in various unholy practices;peculiar to human nat ure, such as in gaming and revellings; but the set time to favour
him being at hand, he frequently retired from his midnight debaucheries, under a heavy load of guilt, and in order to get riei of the unwelcome conviction, he had recourse to the same unholy practiees,
till he thought he was too miserable to live, and was reported by his
associates to be insane.
After a work of grace had passed upon him, and God had sepa·
rated him from his former companions, he had a removal to London,
where he became a hearer of the late Mr. Huntington, at Providence
chapel, under whose ministry, by the Lord's blessing, he became
completely settled in the doctrines of discriminating grace, which
truths he held fast. When he retired to the above-mentioned village
he rented a school room, holding forth the word of life, gratuitously,
every Sabbath morning, and which was frequently well attended by
persons from various villages, and from Sheffield; this he did for a
period of twelve years, until a few weeks of his death. To sit under
his preaching many can testify was often made a feast of fat things
to the Lord's people; for being taught of God, he was rich in experience, and with deep humility ot mind, often describing the Ullceasing warfare betwixt flesh and Spirit. The doctrinal truths he preached
were a Trinity of persons in the Godhead, from everlasting, engaged
in covenant, for the complete redemption and salvation of the whole
church of God. This was the foundation upon which he built, and
the superstructure was uniform and scriptural. But truly it might
be said of him that he stood alone, for he had scarcely an equal in
declaring these truths.
He had many enemies, both professors and profane, who would
brand him with the name of Antinomian, and as one of a bad spirit;
but his uprightness and integrity as a man, and a Christian, were
such, that most of his assailants could not bear any comparison.
He has left this wilderness, and we have no doubt but that he has
gone to the rest which remains for the people of God.
As Mr. Hudson preached and enjoyed the doctrines of the cross,
so in the prospect of death, through the Divine blessing, they afforded him great consolation. A friend calling a few days before his
death, entered into conver,ation with him- respecting his prospects,
'and the truths he preached, when with great emphasis, he expressed
his confidence, and the great comfort he felt arising from the complete work of Christ, he \Vas enabled to embrace.
VOL. I.-No XrI.
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POETRY.
DISCOURSE IN A COBBLER'S STALL.

,

CAUGHT in a pelting shower Qfl'ain,
When in the City-road I
Lest it should wet me to the skin,
I to a Cobbler's stall pepp'd in,
The door stoed wide abroad.
I begg'd a moment there to stay,
Until it should subside;
And while he did the lapstone pat,
We enter'd on a friendly chat,
I spake, and he replied.
" Old soles, (said I) that still decal',
Thon do.t to mend dev.ise :
But canst tllOu not thy powers extend,
An old apostate heart to mend,
Wherein all mischief lies r"

iJ

1

He paus'd a moment, dropf>'d his awl..
Look'd up, and thus he said:
I
" I migll1 as well' attempt to bind
The surging ocean, or the wind,
(
With this, my waxen tbread.
" No Sir! an heal'tso bad as mine,
So vile in all its bearingIs like the lep'rous house that must
A t once be leveU'd to the dust,
:For 'tis bel'on,d repairing.
.. Go, Sir! and search the sacred p'age;,
That holy book's a true one:
•
NOT does it e'er a thought admit,
or God's intent in mending it,
But givil g us a new one."
Thus spake the man, a saint indee<t,
And that by calling too:
He still contrives old sboes to mend,
But says "He never shall pretend,
To make an old sole new."
With hand in hand we bid, adieu!
I left his humble shed:
And from that period, to this lJOUI',
Have cause to bless the pelting shower
For what the Cobbler said.
D~veTlpol't,

June 28, 1836.

JOHN ImNT.
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THE CROSS OF CHRIST.
T HE cross of Christ! the cross of Christ!
Thence sovereing blessings flow,
And springs of love antl mercy rhe
O'er hills of guilt aud woe!
Their sin stuug souls, 'mid fiery pains,
By fait,h look up, and live;
And slaves, leng held in Satan's chains,
Their liberty receive.
The cross of Christ! the cross of Christ!
While angels wondering stood,
For guilty man, a sacrifice,
The guiltless pour'd his blood.
The law ful/iII'd, sius strength is gone,
And death ha~ lost its sting,
While from the' grave is roll'd the stone,
And saints the victory sing!
The CIXlSS of Christ! the cross of Christ!
Its triumplu. shall extend,
'Till earth's wide kingdoms, with their isles,
Before its conquests bend : 'Till Israel's seed be turn'd from sin,
The Gentile's fulness come,
And all the elect be gather'd in,
To one blest fold and home!
The crOiS of Christ '! the cross of Christ!
There penitent I sit,
And sing the glorious ransom-priee,
, That freed me from the pit.
'Twas thet'e the blood and water flow'd,
That cleanse my soul from sw,
And shew my feet the heavenly road,
Where endless joys begin.
The cross of Christ! the cross of Christ i
Beneath its hallow'd shade,
All human merit in my eyes,
And earthly glories fade.
While he, to me, is cmcify'd
The world, with all its joys,
I ,quit my boasting, and my plide,
And p're,~s to reach t he prize.

,
MaT/chester.

The cross of Christ! the cross of Christ-!
'Tis here my foes must flee:
l\'Iy. mott@ this, my flag I hoist,
Assur'd -of victory,;
My glory this, ,on earth my song!
I'll speak its high renown!
Here let me bear the cross, ere long,
In heaven to wear the crOWn.

A PILGRIM.

576

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
COVENANT LOVE.
YE glorillod saints who dwell up in light,
Who stand round the throne in raiment so bright;
With harps of pUl'e gold, and crowns on your head,
Singing praises to him who died in your stead.

o

tell me, pray tell me, what reason you give,
That you should thus triumph, that you should thus live;
That you from your sins and your sorrows are free,
And that the bless'd face of J ehovah you see?
How was it you gain'd the fair portals of bliss?
And that you are crown'd with ~lory like this?
To sit down with Jesus upon his bright throne,
While you cast at his feet your glittering crown.
Had you aught of your own that obtain'd you this blis?
Did you arrive here through Jour own righteousness?
Come tell a poor sinner who is anxious to know,
How Jehovah such blessings on you could bestow?
'Twas thus I address'd the redeem'd l)n high,
And anxiously waited to hear their reply;
When lo! with one voice, they all seem'd to declare,
" It was covenant' love," that had brought them safe there.
They said that they once were lost in the fall,
But Jesus for them had become all in all;
That for them he had quilted his mansions on high,
Incarnate became, did live, sulrer, and die.
I a~k'd them What motive could move their dear Lord?
When often they had in forbidden paths trod,
Thus to live and to snffer, and shed his dear bloou,'
Tllen to crown them with glory and bring them to God?
I waited again to hear what they would say.
When they told me they enter'd through Jesus the way,
That he seut his good spirit ao call them by gmce,
And gave them a view of [Jis gloritied face.
Moreover they said, the sight produced love,
Aud they long'd to be singing with Jesus above;
They fain would have left their clay tenements here,
And they long'd with their congu'ring Christ to appear.
NotWithstanding all this, they said, after awllile,
The world, flesh, and Satan, would oft them beguile;
And tho' they obtain'd such favour from him,
They ort were ashamed to own him as king.
Theysaiu that sometimes their hearts were so hard,
They scarcely were able to utter a woru;
Unt;l he l'eturn'd and his glory reveal'd,
And then they call'd him their sun aua their shield.
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1'hey said that sometimes they felt love to his name,
And then they could talk of their conqeror's fame;
At other times they were so wretched and. base,
They seem'd like those "I' ho ne'er tasted his grace.
Bnt tho' they were this, and ten thousand times worse,
J ehovah had bless'd, and ne'er would it reverse;
But ever stood by them, and made them to prove,
That his was eternal unchangeable love.
Their harps they did tune, and their songs they did raise
In one chorus, chaunting Immanuel's praise;
That they were now feasting with angels above,
On God's everlasting in;mutable love.
That they were now waving It palm in their hand,
And praising their Saviour on Canaan's land;
Who died on the cross to atone for thei r sin,
Then brought them complete aud triumphantly in.

MARTHA.
---0000:---

A FEW THOUGHTS ON THI;; POWER AND SOVEREIGNTY OF
GOD.
HOW· wonderful are all thy ways
M:( God! who made the sun's bright rays,
Our atom sees, with loftiest hill,
Hemove and vanish at his will.
Who rules all things by his own might,
He made the darkness and the light;
In nether parts the world he's view'd,'
Nor hell his presen~e can elude.
By him all worlds exist and stand,
He holds the waters in his hand;
He rnlI'S the heavens jnst as he will,
And men his purposes fulfil.

There's nanghtcan frustrate his decreeS,
All things in heaven, in earth and seas;
And all events, subservient tend,
To bring about some glorious end.
The whale that ill the ocean swims,
Engulphs the man with darling sins;
The lioils howling in their dens,
Caress the man whom God defends.
The humble lily of the vale,
The simple sheep that graze the dale.
The stars effulgent in the sky,
All equally his power imply;

C. F.
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ON EVERLASTING LOVE.

o YE who live in realms above,
Say what is ;everlasting love?
The theme is grand. the subject's great,
The glories blest and infinite.
Tell me-ye that dwell in light,
And walk with Jesus, clad in white;
Who march thc golden streets ou high,
Actorn'd in robes of brilliancy.
Tell me from whence tbis love did spring?
Declare its glorions origin?
Had it beginning, has it end?
Canst thou this mystery comprehend?
Tell me, ye angels, who surround
The throne of God, wi th glory crowu'd ;
Ye heavenly harpers, tell me why
Y Oil sing of love in yonder sky?
What is this love, ye sweeny sing,
And make the heavenly arches ring?
All glory be to God on high,
To him that loved.lls! ye cry.
Why do ye chaunt those glorious lays,
And give Jehovah all the praise
For keepin~ you in bliss above?
And sing the cause was all of love.

o tell me by what power ye stand,
In numerous ranks, at God's right hand?
A vast assembly you appear,
Say, Was it love that kept you there?
Ye propl.ets! Can'st thou view the plan
Of this great love. ere time began;
When the blest Trinity did agree,
In council from eternity r
Ye cbosen seed, who dwell on earl h,
What was it caus'd thy second birth?
Art thou by sovereign grace set free!
Was is because he loved thee?
Did tbou at first thy Maker love,
And long to gain the choirs above;
Who was it did the change effect,
And prove you one of God's elect?
Was it not love? Oh! sweetly tell,
That saved you from the pains of hell ;
Directs thy path, and gnides thy way,
While travelling to eudless day.
Was it not love, divinely free,
That made a Saviour die for thee?
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A man of sorrows he became,
To wash away your guilty stain.
Soon will you soar to realms above,
And sillg of this unchanging love;
Enter the pearly gates of bliss,
And dwell with Jesus where he is,
No more to leave those blissful plains,
But sing in swe,et melodious strains;
And while eternity !"Uns on,
This gluriQus love shall be thy song.
Then will you chaunt in yOllder sky,
And strike )'our golden harps on high;
To vie with all the host above,
And sing this wond'rous reign of love.
There will ymi ever beat home,
And cast your crown before the throne;
" Not unto us," you']) cry aloud,
For all the glories due to God.
Triumphantly in bliss you'll stand,
And sweetly gaze on Ca,naan's land;
The crvstal firmament behold,
The tree of life, and streets of gold.
There you will join the ransomed train,
With all for WhOUl the Lamb was slain;
The purchase of a Saviour's blood,
I"oved with an everlasting love.
Ascend the throne of glory bright,
And hail thy Saviour with delight;
Sit by his ~ide through endless day,
'Who bore your numerous sins away.
On the same throne you will appeal',
And his most glorious image bear;
Claim the blest mansions as thy own,
And wear a bright and starry crown.
Sing to that Lambwho died for thee,
Alld wave a palm of victory;
Sing to that love, that did attune,
In hallelujah's round the throne.
There, as a mOllument of grace,
You'll gaze upon Jour Father's face,
" All glory to my Lord," you'll cry,
" Who loved me in eternity!"
Thus, in a never ending day,
When things terrene have pass'd away;
With God's elect, in realms above,
You'll sing of everlasting love.

E. B.
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AN ACHOSTIC.
BEHOLD! while I pass 'through this vale of tears,
E ncounter'd'by so many doubts and fears;
T he Lord above witl my protector be:
'T is he will guide me through the stormy sea,
Yea, such a sinful, help,less worm as me.

"

Should sorrows, trials, or afflictions rise,
United men and devils me despise;
T he Lord will bring me to a resting place,
Consigned to the heirs of sovreign grace:
Leaving behind this world, with all its caresI J1usive men with their deceiving snares;
F or I shall th'en from trouble be set free,
F or I shall then the land of promise see.
Old Town, near Halifax,
M. S.
June, 1832.
Aged] 3 years,
--000--

NONE BUT CHRIST.
PROFESSORS will not always smile,
They change with every wind;
Sometimes their words are smooth as oil,
Sometimes they grow I and grind.

-

Away from such, with'Christ my Lord,
I'd ever aim to dwell;
Repose my trust In his dear word,
And all his glories tell.
At enmity the carnal mind,
Against him will remain;
Which makes a livin~' man I find,
Each day aloud proclaim . .
I need a stedfast blessed hold
Upon tbatsacred Hock,
Which follow'd Israel from of old,
And watered Jacob's flock.
No more I'd rest on outward forms,
On friends nor foes rely;
,
But brave the world's most angry storms,
With anchor cast on high.
Christ is my only faithful friend,
He is my dear God-man:
He'll safely keep me to the end,
And spoil each hellish plan.
Full confidence in him I'll put:
He's gracious, kind, and true;
Altho' the springs at times seem shut,
I know he'll bring me through.
PHlLEMON.

