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" Who comfortetb us in all our tribulatioD, tbat we may be able to comfort them wbich are
in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 Cor. i. 4.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO!
" Out of weakness were made strong."-HEB. xi. 34.

hundred years ago, the Lord put it into the hearts of certain of his
children, then living, to commence a Magazine in which the truths of the ever·
lasting Gospel might be brought before their fellow-men, and God in all things
glorified. In the note appended to this page will be seen the terms in which
these men of God expressed themselves.* Personally, we rejoice in the unsectarian spirit by which they were influenced; and are thankful that, for most
part, during the very lengthened period of its existence, the same spirit has
pervaded tbis work. Whilst Christ, in His adorable Person-Christ, in the
riches of His atoning blood-Christ, in the perfection and comeliness of His
righteousness, has been the great centre of the really spiritual contributions to
ONE

.. [EDITOR'S ADDRESS FOR JAN.,

1766.]

" The Design of the Gospel Magazine.- This monthly publication is designed to promote
religion, devotion, and true piety; for we intend to confine ourselves to religious subjects,
and to endeavour to instruct and improve our readers in the knowledge of the great truths
of the Gospel, and of those things that relate to their eternal salvation. We therefore
purpose, by divine assistance, to make the Holy Scriptures the standard of our divinity, and
to puhlish tbe truths of the Gospel in an Evangelical and practical way.
" We intend to pursue with pl"Opriety the following plan, though not so strictly as to
exclude any future improvements.
" In the first place, we shall begin with showing the deficiencies of the ligbt of nature,
and the necessity and advantages of divine revelation, as an introduction to a system of
divinity agreeable to the Scriptures, and also confirmed by the Protes~ant Churches at the
time of their reformation from Popery.
"In the seconrl part we purpose to entertain our readers with religious biography, or the
lives of eminently useful and pious men, and we shall first give the lives of those that
were the happy instruments of our reformation from Popery, and zealously appeared for
the doctrines of the Gospel. 'Vc shall begin with the life of John Wickliff, who lived in
the fourteenth century, and was the morning star aDd founder of our Reformation from
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these pages, unity among the brethren has been insisted upon, and sought to
be maintained.
In the saving nature and characteristic oneness and identity of the true
spiritual life that distinguishes all the Lord's blood-bought family, our watchword has been, "Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace."
And now, in adoring wonder, love, and admiration, we would fall before the
Lord, lost as it were in the contemplation of His marvellous grace, lovingkindness, and mercy, in that He should have permitted this simple means of
seeking to testify to His praise, and to the good of immortal souls, so long and so
successfullyto have been perpetuated. One hundred yeara is no contemptible item,
as deducted from the calendar of time, constituting, as it does, more than a nine.
tefnth portion of the year3 that have rolled awaysince the incarnation of Christ, and
more than one·sixtieth part of the time from the creation. It has been a period
long enough to witness events marvellous in their character, and almost numberless
in amount. How totally different is the aspect of society now, as regards both
position and pursuits, when contrasted with its condition one hundred yearil ago.
Could one who lived then present himself in our midst now, precisely according to
the habit, taste, and appearance of that age, what an object of attraction would
such a man be.
It is, however, a serious and a humbling consideration, reader, that scarcely
a solitary individual out of the myriads upon myriads now living upon the face
of the whole habitable globe was in existence when this work was commenced.
Many generations have passed away since the Gospel Magazine was begun. An
nlmost numberless multitude have gone to their great account since the address
to which we have just adverted was penned. This, we repeat, is a solp.mn
reflection. Whilst thus taking a glance at the past, and adopting the inquiry of
the prophet, " Our fathers, where are they? the prophets, do they live for ever?"
the mind stands, as it were, upon the threshold of a vast field of thought, and
is absorbed in the contemplation of the ultimate issue of the time·state of the
]'opory; a print of whom will be given in thc first number, and wc propose to give print
in each Magazine.
" The third part will contain an instructive dialogue on a religious subject, which may
teml to the awakening and convincing of sinners. and the building up of saints. We shall
begin this part by spiritually illustrating the Scripture metaphors and parables.
"The fourth division of this work we intend to assign to casuistieal divinity, wherein wc
sball endeavour to reEOlve some cases of conscience and religious questions that may
cxel'eise persons seriously concerned about the salvation of their souls, in such a manner as
may teud to promote holiness in heal'! and life.
"The fifth part is to contain occasional essays, letters, dialogues, &c., on religious
subjects.
" We propose, for the sixth part, spiritual hymns or poetry; that is, any poems of a
religious nature that tend to promote true pioty; and sometimes to give a short account of
new-published religious books, that aim to promote sound and vital religion; and occasional ohsel'l'ations on such books as tend to undermine the fundamental truths of the
Gospel.
"Those who wish well to our design, and incline to encourage it by favouring us with
their assistance, will have a fair opportunity to help us in the execution of our plan,
especially in the filth and sixth parts; an,l it will be lUuch in the po\\'er of serious and
pious Christians, by their c ·rrespondence, not only to assist us, but also to render this performauce worthy of encouragement. AmI we hope tbat reaely and cheerful assistance will
be given us to promote our good Jesign, l,y sellding essays, letters, religious poetry, &e.,
to the publisher, anel that from judiciolls !l(;rsom ut' all tlcnominations; our aim being to
lay before their families-the YOllD(; ones specially-a plain account of tho truths of the
Gospel, which contains tbe good noli's and glad tidings of salvation, through Jesus Christ,
to lost sinners."
" .London, January, 17GG."
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myrnids npon myraids which, during the past century, have gone the way of all
the earth.
Oh, in regard to such contemplation, how forcibly do the words of
tho Apostle present themselves," Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to the
flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of
the Spirit reap life everlasting" (Gal. vi. 7-8). But, whilst change and mortality
]Jnve marked the progress of time, it is no small mercy, beloved reader, to
remember, that no such change has characterized the doctrines and the truths, as a
rule, promulgated in this work. As the grand centre of all truth is God Himself,
unchangeably the same-yea, "the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever,"
so the doctrines of the Gospel, as implanted in the hearts of His quickened ones
by the Holy Ghost, arE', like Himself, unalterable. They are fixed and firm as
His eternal throne.
The key-note of these doctrines is, "For whom He did
foreknow, He also lIid predestinate to be conformed to the "image of His Son, that
He might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom He did predestinate, them He also called: and whom He called, them He also just ified :
and whom He justified, them He also glorified" (Rom. viii. 29, 30). Then in order .
that these doctrines should be implanted in the heart, and become a matter of
personal experience, they are brought home by the Holy Ghost to the souls of
His quickened ones with the sweet anel precious assurance, " Yea, I have loved
thee with an everlasting Jove, and with loving.kindness have I drawn thee."
Now the application by the Holy Ghost of the fundamental truths of the
Gospel to the hearts of His elect, blessedly falls in with the gracious testimony of
Jeau., who, when addressing His Father, said, "and this is life eternal, that
they might know Thee, the onlytrue God,and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent."
Again He says, "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow
me: And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither
shall any man pluck them out of my hand" (John x. 27-28).
Moreover, in the further opening of His Father's will, and in the sweet setting
forth of the preciolls accordance and unanimity as subsisting between the Three
Persons in the adorable Trinity, the Father's acts being in blessed concurrence
with those of the Son and the Holy Ghost, we hear Jesus exclaiming, " All that
the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no
wise cast out. For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the
will of Him that sent me. And this is the Father's will which hath sent me,
that of all which He hath given me I sbould lose nothing, but should raise it up
again at the last day. And this is the will of Him that sent me, that everyone
which seeth the Son, and beIieveth on Him, may have everlasting life; and I
will raise him up at the last day." (J olln vi. 37-40).
Here, then, believing reader, it is at once our mercy and privilege to take
our stand, in the midst of all the passing, perishing circumstances of this poor
dying world. The sun may rise and set j weeks, and months, and years pass
away; generation after generation become extinct; but our God and His truth
can never fail. Most glorious is the word spoken by Paul to 1'imothy, "Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth
them that are His;" and equally blessell is the testimony of the same apostle
in his epistle to the Romans, "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril,
or sword? As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we
are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are more
than cotlquerors through Him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither
death, nor life, nor angds, nor principalities, 1~01' powers, nor things present, nor
NN2
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thirigs to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able
to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ JesU3 our Lord" (Rom.
viii. 35-39).
Reader, there is no other sure or Eatisfactory basis for your feet than this.
All hopes and all confidences short of this will fail. In time of temptation, trial,
or at least in the article of death, every prop must give way-every dependence
prove vain-that does not rest in the covenant love of a covenant God to a
covenant people, in the person and through the perfected work of the Lord Jesus
Christ.
Now, for the hundred years of its existence, the Gospel Magazine has sought
to set forth and maintain these glorious verities touching the salvation of the one
elect Church in the Lord God of Israel; and we deem it to be a mercy of no
small magnitude that our God has thus so graciously and so condescendingly
smiled npon an instrumentality which has had His glory for its aim, and the
good of immortal souls for its object.
By reference to the opening address of 1766, already adverted to, the precise
principles upon which this work was founded will be ascertained. That it has
throughout its protracted existence been conducted in consistency and direct
harmony with those principles may be ascertained by a glance at the hun.dred
consecutive volumes which, upon the issue of the present number, may be seen
upon our publisher's shelves. This consistency of principle and harmony of
doctrine have, under God, been ensured by one simple fact, namely, the very
few men into whose hands the conduct of the work has been permitted to fall.*
Of the names of the original Editors we are not in possession; but subsequently
the Magazine was conducted for some few years by the blessed MASON, author
of the invaluable "Morning and Evening Portions," "Crumbs," &c. That
giant in divinity, AUGUSTUS MONTAGUE TOPLADY, was Editor for three or four
years. For forty-four years another champion for truth, W ALTER How, conducted this work. Shortly after his death, the Hev. BAGNALL BAKER became
its Editor. In an interview with Mr. Row, Mr. BAKER declared his views,
which, though Calvinistic, were in a certain sense, High Church. Upon hearing
his sentiments, Mr. How remarked, "You, sir, conduct the Magazine! you
would not retain it six months." Singular to say, he held it but five. At the
expiration of that time-namely, in the month of May, 1840, he disposed of it to
its present Editor for the sum he himself had given for it. And now, if permitted,
in grateful acknowledgment of the all-sufficiency of our God, to say a word in
reference to our own personal connexion with this work, we would remark, that
never was an Editorship undertaken with a keener sense of weakness, or a deeper
consciousness of the need of divine wisdom, grace, and strength. Indeed, when
first the negociations were opened with its then proprietor, in the event of the
purchase being completed, it was intended to have solicited the services, as
Editor, of our earliest companion and devoted friend, the Rev. J. D. LANE. vVe
were only diverted from this determination by the advice of our recentlydeparted brother-in-law, the late Incumbent of Charles Chapel, Plymouth.
Upon apprizing him we had purchased the Gospel Magazine, and conferring
with him as to the Editorship, he said, "Edit it yourself." This, as far as
memory ~erves, was what first led us to turn our thoughts to the subject; and,
although twenty-five years and a half have since passed away, perfectly do we

* We presume it to be a fact unprecedented in the annals of journalism, that two
men should have <onducted one work for little short of tbree quarters of a century.
This fact applies to the GO$pel Magazine.
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remembcr the early mOrD on which we wrote our opening address, and said,
" In a simple dependence upJn the Lord WiJ take this our fir5t stop in a plth,
the difficulties of which He only knows." Ah, little indeed did we then know
what those dilfJ.culties were. Suffice it, that almost from the very moment we
took pen in hand, our troubles commenced-lo,s aad cross-temptation and
trial, set in upon us like a deluge. As a flood, it threatened to carry all before
it; insomuch that even so soon as the second month, our text was, " Faint, yet
pursuing." It haa become with us "the b:lrden of the word of the Lord"
indeed. Before, the word of God had been like a fire in our bones; and we ha'l
ventured to say to the then wife of our bosom, the shareI' of our joys and
sorrows, " Oh, could I speak, methioks I should be relieve.!;" but she, not then
admitted to the" sccret of the L1rd" as far a, we were concerned, replied, "It
is a temptation of Satan." Not many months afterwards, the Lord, having
taken one child, and laid His afllicting hand upon the remaining three, threatened,
and subsequently did, rcmove (with one exception) both mother and childt·en.
With shame we own it, we ascribed all our woe to this Magazine, and were
ready, like Job, if not to curse the day of its birth, bitterly to lament the
day of our connexion with it; and yet, before He took her to Himself, tbat
beloved one said, " Oh, how strange it is that I, who so opposed you in undertaking that Magazine, now find so much comfort from it. At times it so meets
my case, that, in my weakness, the reading of it is too much for me. I am
obliged to lay it down." It was just at this juncture that we strove to the
utmost to sev~r ourselves from the work; and the recollection of our fretfulness
against the Lord, and the hard thoughts we entertained against Him, humbles
us in the very dust, even at tbis distant day. Oh, how marvellous was His
patience-how astounding His long-suffering. How tenderly and lovingly did
He deal with us in regard to our Jonah-spirit, whilst encouraging as we did the
feeling that we " did good to be angry-yea, even unto death." The extent of
that anger is only known to ourselves and the Lord.
It is these f"cts, readers, that render it unnecessary to go beyond on~self in
quest of evidence of the desperate depravity and base ingratitude of the human
heart.
But, notwithstanding our vileness, our God changed not. He altered not His
loving purposes. He had treasured up in His gracious mind, "thoughts of
peace, and not of evil towards us." These, by little and little, He opened out.
This Magazine was, under the gracious direction of our God, to lead us into the
ministry. It was to be the special means of so placing us as that our whole
time and energies should be engaged in the service of the best of all Master~.
and in the most blessed of all labours. We unhesitatingly declare that for tha!
Master and in that service, we would sooner receive the merest pittance, thal\
in the service of the world the most ample returns and the greatest possible
affluence and luxury.
Vie retrace with wonder and amazement our career in connexion with thi~
work. We are compelled in gratitude to exclaim, ., What hath God wrought?"
vVe reiterate ",ith thankfulness the sentiments of the inspired Psalmist, as sitting
before the Lord, in adoring gratitude, he exclaimed, " Who am I, 0 Lord God?
and what is my house, that Thou hast brought me hitherto? And this was yet a
small thing in Thy sigLt, 0 Lord God; but Thou hast spoken also of Thy servant's
house for a great while to come. And is this the manner of man, 0 Lord God?
And what can David say more unto Thee? for Thou, Lord God, knowest Thy
servant. For Thy word's sake, and according to Thine own,heart, hast Thou
done all these great things, to make Thy servant know them. Wherefvre Tholl
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art great, 0 Lord God: for there is none like Thee, neither is there any God
beside Thee, according to all that we have heard with our ears. And what
one nation in the earth is like Thy people, even like Israel, whom God went to
redeem for a people to Himself, and to make him a name, and to do for you
great things and terrible, for Thy land, before Thy people, which Thou
redeemedst to Thee from Egypt, from the nations and their gods? For Thou
bast confirmed to Thyself Thy people Ierael to be a people unto Thee for ever:
and Thou, Lord, art become their God. And now, 0 Lord God, the word that
Thou hast spoken conceming Thy servant, and concerning His house, establish
it for ever, and do as Thou hast said" (2 Sam. vii. 18-25).
One hundred years! Oh, what a mercy it is to contemplate, that, amid all
the changes of this ever-changing life, our God and His truth continue
unchangeably the same. Yea, He is not only the same in His Divine Person
and Omnipotency, but He is the same in His grace, and love, and mercy. It
may be emphatically said of Him now as of old, "He rests in His love, He
hates to put away." Blessed be His name! it is still a glorious truth, which,
though men and devils assail, they alter not, " I, the Lord, change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed." And then, dear reader, having thus
retraced the path, bow sweet in the contemplation of the future, are the words
of one of our now glorified predecessors, to exclaim,
"Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As sure as tbe earnest is given;
More happy, but not more seC1WC,
The glorified spirits in heaven."

Bedminste1', Bristol.

THE EDITOR.

THE GOSPEL FEAST AND MARRIAGE SUPPER.
J ETIOV.AlI bath a banquet spread
1This glorious dress the King designed
To grace the marriage of His SonOf Gospel viands, large and free;
Oh, may some wanderers now be led
Richness, with purity combinedTo taste the rich variety!
And Faith the beauteous robe puts on.
For hungry souls there's living bread,
It is tbe Saviour's righteonsnessAnd water from Salvation's stream;
By His complete obedience wove;
The title to eternal bliss
And precious oil, to cheer tbe head
Of such as faint in noontide beam.
Of all the objects of His love.
Here Canaan's milk in plenty flows,
Rast thou this wedding garment on P
And honey luscious to the taste;
Then thou the privilege may'st claim,
To enter with the guests who're gone~'
The board is graced by Sharon's Rmc,
Who bids the needy to the feast.
To the blest supper of the Lamb.
The faUing's killed, the bread prepared; AlId wllat though earthly unions end P
Rich wine and Eshcol grapes are here;
Jesus doth love His ransomed Bride;
"All tbings arc ready "-none debarred, And soon in triumph will descend,
Who/eel a longing now to share.
To seat her at His glorious side.
Ye bankrupts who have "nought to pay'" There, like a queen, with virgin train,
Ye poor and ne~dy beggars, come!'
~edec.ked w\th gold from Oph~r's mine,
With ~Im she Il eV,er h~e and rClgn,
And hear the graCIous Founder say,
"Tbefeastisfree-and yetthere'sroom!"
And III her J~ord s eJlulgence sbme.
Each willing soul must be arrayed
RastclI, dear Lord, Thy bridal day,
In an all-glorious bridal dress;
And fetch Thy mourning exiles home;
Without it, they will be dismayed
Who in their lonely Patmos pray,
"Oh,come,Lord Jesus! quickly come !"
When the King comes to see the guests.
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shall not be made perfect."
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WAYSIDE NO'l'ltJS.
" LYDIA,"

" Whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things which were
spoken of Paul."-AcTS xvi. 14.
along the highway of life, how is it with thee-how
is it with thy soul? Come and let us sit down together in spirit, and talk and
think of more things that concern our eternal welfare. We have been drrwn to
the brief but sweet history of a sister in Christ-one who has trodden the
thorny road before us-even our sister Lydia, "whose heart the Lord opened,
that she attended unto the things that were spoken of Paul." We sha read in
her leadings our own experience; may the Lord bless it to our souls. The
narrative is a very short one, but, like all New Testament narratives, is fult to
the brim of the wine of the kingdom, and the milk of (livine consolation."
The apostle Paul had been led, in the providence of God, down to Philippi,
" And on the Sabbath," he tells us, " we went out of the city by a river side,
where prayer was wont to be made; and wo sat down, and spake unto the
women which resorted thither. And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of
purple, of the city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us: whose heart
the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things that were spoken of Paul.
And when she was baptized, and her household, she besought us, saying, If ye
have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide there.
And she constrained us." Now think, beloved, first of

DEAR FELLOW TRAYELLER

THE PRAYER MEETING.

" "Ve went out of the city by a river side, where prayer was wont to be made."
What a sweet spot and time for a meeting-place! the throne of grace, the hoUl'
of prayEr. There was something very remarkable in the way in which Paul
and Lydia were thus drawn to this spot. In \.he case of Paul, there was a
painful circumstance attending his journey thither, which yet the Lord in His
goodness overruled for good. It is very sad to see the children of God falling
out by the way; heirs of the kingdom quarrelling on the road to eternal happiness. Such things should not be. We are, at best, poor erring creatures, ill
need daily of keeping grace. Now, as if to show us tbe infLrmity of the Hesh,
and the need of such grace, we have left npon record a remarkable instance of
the manifestation of temper on the part of two brothers in the Lord, who had
walked, talked, and worked together in the same cause, and these no other thau
Paul and Barnabas. "Paul said unto Barnabas, Let us go again and visit our
bretbren in every city wbere we have preached the word of the Lord, and see
how they do. But Barnabas determined to take with them John, whose surDame was Mark. But Paul thought it not good to take him with them. And
the contention was so sharp between them, that they departed asunder one from
the other: and so Barnabas took Mark, and sailed unto Cyprus; and Paul chose
Silas, and departed, being recommended by the brethren unto the grace of God."
However painful this severing'of two such labourers in the Lord was, it pleased
Him to overrule it for good; for, when Paul had arrived at Troas, and sought
rest after bis journey, a vision appeared to him in the night; "There stood a man
of Macedonia, and prayed him saying, Come over to Macedonia and help us.
And after he had seen the vision, immediately we endeavoured to go into Macedonia, assuredly gathering that, the Lord had called us to preach the Gospel unto
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them." There is something very precious in those two words, beloved-assuredly
gathering. The cbildren of God often in experience are convinced that a certain
course is the right one. They seek the guidance of the Spirit concerning the
matter, and the application of suitable promises convinces them they are right.
Friends and relatives, the world, and carnal reason all say they.are wrong. But
they assuredly gather from the Lord's leadings that they are right, and by tarrying
the appointed time, it proves so in some seal to their labours, as in the case before
us, for Paul's leadings and Lydia's drawings were to result in consolation to the
former and salvation to the latter. Beloved, how one must feel in looking back
upon the wondrous incidents of one's chequered pathway, that infinite wisdom
and infinite goodness have been concerned in arranging all. The going to a
certain spot, or the meeting of a certain friend, or some unlooked-for circumstance
has proved the turning point in one's history, and has led to results so signal that
it has been clear enough that a master hancl has done it all. This was emphatically tbe case with Lydia. The Apostle being called of the Spirit from one
country to another till he had come down to Philippi, and on a Sabbath went out
of the city by a river side, where prayer was wont to be made, and Lydia
coming up from Thyatira, and joining the women which resorted tbither: how
remarkable, and how one beholds infinite wisdom guiding Paul, and infinite
goodness leading poor Lydia. They met: the one tells of Jesus, the other hears
the good news with joyfulness of beart, tbe whole life becomes changed, and
glory redounds to a precious Saviour. And, beloved, cannot you and I look back
to some sucb memorable leadings ? It may be one can look back upon some
quiet prayer meeting; one has gone thither burdened and cast down, when some
brother at the throne of grace, has so completely represented one's case, and
portrayed one's secret desires, that such a warming has been felt, such a lifting
out of self, such a nearnl'SS to heaven enjoyed, that the season bas been one of
precious remembrance. The writer will not easily forget an occasion of tbis kind.
Tbose who labour for Christ in rural districts well know tbat, owing to the difficulty of gathering a morning service, a prayer meeting is held by those who
" resort thither." Being engaged to speak in the Lord's name in tbe afternoon
and evening of a certain Sabbath-day, we availed ourselves -of an earlier conveyance offered, and, walking across the fields, arrived at the spot "where prayer
was wont to be made," at the moment when a poor man was lifting up his heart
in expressions like these, " 0 Lord, do bless Thy servant who is coming among us
this day. Do give him wisdom tbat he may be mouth for Thee, that poor sinners
may hear Thy word to the saving of their souls, and thine own children have a
feast this day." Oh! how the burden of those utterances went to one's heart,
and one felt under the influence of such wrestlings like a giant refreshed with new
wine; feeling all the day particularly happy in the Lord, and able to speak with
that felt liberty of soul, so much desired by Jesus' labourers, and yet, strange to
say, when I sbook bands with that poor man after the prayer meeting, be remarked: "Oh, sir, I did not know you were here, or I should not have had
c,Jurage enough to pray." Well, belo.ved, if such little incidents of our past
history cheer us, what a special season, wbat a memorable opportunity must tbis
prayer meeting bave been to Lydia! How she must, in after experience, have
praised God for tbat special leading, which resulted in tbe manifestation of light
and love and mercy, and might well have caused her to sing,
" Struck by that light, my broken heart,
A barren soil no more,
Sends the sweet smell of grace abroad,
Where serpcnts lurked before."
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And this, beloved, brings us to thiuk further of
THE OPENED ImARr.

" T¥hose heart the Lord opened."

Yes, beloved, none but the Lord could open poor Lydia's heart; and yet
strange to notice, all our Bibles have this heading over this precious narrative" Paul converteth Lydia." Paul could not convert Lydia, and the assertion
adds to the many instances we have of the frailty of the instrument in touching
the oracles of God. It was the Lord who opened her heart and thine, trembling
one; and be it your consolation to know that when He openeth none can shut.
But notice, beloved, she was a worshipper of God before her heart was opened.
Yes, the words are, "A certain woman which worshipped God heard us,
whose heart the Lord opened." Ah, beloved, this is the case with thousands;
they appear as worshippers in God's house, and yet
" They hear, and only hear in vain,
Insensible as steel."
It is strange, but some will attend only a sound ministry, will hear nothing but
the doctrines of grace preached, will know many of the Lord's servants, and
even court their society, but with whom the grace of those doctrines have no
effect. Whence the secret? It lies here, "Whose heart the Lord opened."
Until then it is but the manifestation of a dead, and not living faith.
"But none shall g-ain the blissful place,
" Easy indeed it were to reach,
A mansion in the courts above;
Or God's unclouded glory see,
H swelling words and fluent speech,
Who talk of free and sovereign grace,
Might serve instead of faith and love.
Unless tlla! grace has made tllem free."
No, beloved, nothing will avail but the touch of the Almighty, opening the heart
to receive the truth as it is in Jesus, to the saving of the soul. Hence is Scripture so clear upon this point; therein the regenerated children of God are ca'led
new-born babes (1 Pet. ii. 2); a new creature (Gal. vi. 15); a new lump
(1 Cor. v. 7); new men (Eph. ii. 15); heirs of a new nature (Rev. ii. 17);
citizens of a new city (Rev. iii. 12); expectants of a new heaven and new earth
(2 Peter iii. 13); born in newness of Spirit (ROID. vii. 6); led by a new and
living way (Heb. x. 20), which ends in a new song to be sung through the
countless ages of eternity in the new Jerusalem * (Rev. xxi. 2). Is this taking
too high a standard for some trembling ones, who are born again, but cannot
believe it; and whose language is, "Ah, but how may I know that I am thu~ a
regenerated child of God?" We will answer that inquiry under the head of
:FRUITS AND EFFECTS.

For in the passage before us Lydia gives no less than four proofs of the genuineness of the change of heart she experienced, well worthy of our attention.
1st. She attends unto the things spoken of Paul.
2nd. She makes outward demonstration of the inward work of grace by being
baptized.
3rd. She becomes tender in conscience, fearing lest she should act the hypo~
crite. She says, " If ye have judged me faithful unto the Lord Jesus."
4th. She now courts the society of those who love Jesus. She says, "Come
into my house and abide there. And she constrained them."
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Now, beloved, these are sweet and unmistakable evidences of a changed
heart. " She attended unto the things spoken of Paul." Her heart opened by
the sword of the Spirit, she now received the engrafted word, drinking in with
avidity the Gospel of Christ in a way never felt before. Jesus she had heard of,
but now how precious He is to her soul. She may have been moved before at
His name, but now she is melted under it. And then she not merely attends,
but practises, which is evidenced in her baptism, and that of her household. The
river was close by. We stay not to calculate whether much or little water was
employed, a subject which has made many brethren in the Lord, like Paul and
Barnabas, fall out by the way, and part asunder in bitterness of spirit. Let·
everyone be fully persuaded in his own mind, and see above all that, like Lydia,
the heart is opened, and the baptism of the Spirit realized. And then how
sweet was the further evidence she gives of the reality of her rElligion in a tender
conseience, lest she should be a deceiver, deceiving herself and others. "If
thou hast judged me to be faithful to the Lord,"
And, lastly, her desire to receive the followers of Jesus into her home, and
constraining them to abide with her. What a proof that faith ~vorketh by love.
And" by this we know that we have passed from death unto life, because we
love the brethren." Now, weak and trembling one, what do you say to these
evidences? In comparing notes, is not Lydia's testimony your own? What
about that special time when mighty grace melted you in contrition before God?
What about that earnest desire afterwards to drink in the Gospel of Christ, and
that hungering and thirsting after righteousness? What about that tenderness
of conscience lest you should be acting the hypocrite? And then that felt
unworthiness at the reception of such favours from the Lord, as well as that
intense love for His people; ah, even for many that you had never seen in the
flesh. Can you come to any other conclusion than that Lydia's God is yours,
and that He has opened your heart in such a way that no power in or under the
earth can shut it? God be praised. We rejoice with you in this confll]ence.
And now one thought more. Who was this Lydia who thus had the Lord
working so wonderfully for her, and in her? Lydia, a seller of purple. What
a wonderful thing is that infinite grace tbat melts a man in the midst of his
employment. He goes on attending to the duties of his lot, and yet he is a.
changed man; all is seen in a different aspect"A something secret sweetens all."
Oh how precious arc such drawings aside from the business of life; such manifestations of God's goodneEs. And then the command, There go stand in thy
lot; my saved ones shall be supported. Goon with thy labours, fulfil thy
duties. I will bless, I will lead, 1 will bring to my holy habitation.
And now, beloyed, in conclusion, we commend this precious narrat.ive to your
prayerful consideration. The various points thereof must be precious to the
Lord's Lydias. The overruling providence of God in leading bel' to tbat special
prayer meeting. The precious opening of heart that made that season 11 neverto-be-forgotten one in bel' experience. Tbe evidences she gave of the genuineness of that cbange; and all this wondrous work carried on while she was still
Lydia, the seller of purple, labouring on in ller lot in life, are circumstances left
upon record for the comfort of the children of God to the end of time.
Committing thee, beloved, to the guardings and guidings of His grace, we
remain, dear members of the family of God,
Yours in the Lord,
G. C.
Bury St. Edmunds.
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The pl'dachol' sought to find out acceptablo words."-Eccl. xii.

la.

THE SAFETY OF GOD'S PEOPLE DURING THE LAST
JUDGMENTS.
(TRANSLATED l'Ronr THE FRENCH.)

(Continued front page 506.)

WE are come to the end of the age, in which latter days the like things are to
take place, the which may be called the antitypes, or the reality of what took
place in Egypt, and at the Red Sea. We may hence learn, that what God did
in tho past for His people and for His enemies, He will do again in like manner.
Thus, all that has been written aforetime, "was written for our learning, that
through patience and comfort of the Scriptures we might have hope." We
learn from the Bible, that the present dispensation will terminate in a
manner similar with that in which did the bondage in Egypt; or, as it is
expressed in the Revelation: "Thy wrath is come . . . and the time is come
. . . to give reward unto Thy servants, and destroy them which destrvy the
earth" (Rev. xi. 18). When this time is come, John sees seven angels, to
whom are given seven vials, full of the wrath of God; these are seven plagues,
in which is filled up the wrath of God. Those are plagues of wrath, of judgments, and of destruction; which, consequently, could be inflicted only UPOIl His
enemies. God brings them upon the wicked who have insulted His M~jesty,
and who have angered Him by their sins. They are likewise plagues of vengeance against these same enemies, because they have persecuted, hated, and
put to death the servants of God; or, figuratively, for having retained them in
cruel bondage, as did the Egyptians with Israel. Those who are spoken of as
destroying the earth (or corrupting), and whom God will destroy, are represented (Rev. xvii. 4-6). It is only upon enemies that the vials are poured
(Rev. xvi. 2, 5, 6, 9-11, 15, 21). Great Babylon, which is destroyed uuder
the seventh vial, is well described as a harlot whose" sins have mounted up to
heaven" (Rev. xvii. 3-5). And the great battle which closes all, is directed
against the same enemies (Rev. xix. 15-21). It is then very clear that the
plagues of Revelation, as with those of Egypt, fall exclusively on the spiritual
Egyptians, the enemies of God's people" The time of the manifestation of the
wrath of God, is that of the deliverance of His people, when He comes to lead
them unto His holy mountain or kingdom; and this event cannot take place
except by the destruction of the wicked (2 Thess. i. 6-10; Rev. xviii. 20).
Thus these two series of events resemble each other. The one is a type of the
other. The place, the land, the individuals, and the time, are not the same;
but the last are chalked out upon the first, who consequently serve us as a lelison.
There is, further, a great similarity between the vials of Revelation and the
plagues of Egypt. There is the grievous sore, the waters turned into blood, the
. kingdom of the beast become darkness, the three unclean spirits like frogs, and
the great hail (Rev. xvi. 2, 4, 10, 13, 21). Then the great city upon which
these vials are pourecl, is called spiritually Egypt (Rev. xi. 8). And lastly, the
great assemblage of the kings of the earth for the battle of the great day of God
Almighty (Rev. xvi.), corresponds perfectly with the army of Pharaoh with all
his chariots and horses, and their destruction in the Red Sea. Seeing that the
last enemies are in a manner drowned in their blood (Rev. xiv. 19, 20).
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We have now seen that God has revealed to us in the Revelation, that there
will be times and events perfectly resembling those of Egypt; that there will be
vials, called also plagues, poured out on a land called the great city, " spiritually
called Egypt," and upon the inhabitants of this land, inasmuch as they have
shared in the sins of this great city; and, fiually, that its chiefs, the Beast, the
False Prophet, and the kings under his command, are themselves destroyed like
to Pharaoh and his army. Since God inflicts these plagues to avenge His
people, His servants, whom He designs as "called, and chosen, and faithful,"
and since this vengeance and deliv~rance· takes place toward the end of the
present dispensation; this consideration, taken with what Paul tells us, was the
end for which the history of the Israelites was handed down to us, gives us to
understand that in the latter times shall be found on the earth in the spiritual
Egypt on its border~, as was Goshen, and not in its centre, either a nation,
individuals, or a people, the antitype of Israel. The type which happened to
Israel cannot apply to those belicvers who have been gathered from the earth,
and who rest with the Lord; and it is not written for tbe dead who derive from
it neither instruction, nor patience, nor consolation, for they are sheltered from
all the evil assaults of the enemy, and rest from all their labours. As for them,
they are, as it were, in the heavenly Canaan, whilst our present subject concerns
the earth, and its inhabitants living under the vials. Home, the spiritual Egypt,
has for a long while imposed a hard bondage upon the people of God; and
multitudes of these have had, humanly speaking, most miserable lives, and many
have been its victims. What Mood has flowed, how many have perished, have
been beaten, scourged, spoiled of their goods, reduced to misery, afflicted,
tormented! Their cry, as in the case of Israel, has mounted up to heaven, and
God has heard and is come down to deliver this portion which is still on earth,
whom Pharaoh spiritually, will not let go free, and whom he will not suffer
to go out to serve the Lord, and upon whom he imposes a bondage more se\"ere,
as bappened to Israel so soon as Moses bad asked for a little more libert.y for
him. This people still on the earth, may, for its instruction, its encouragement
to patience and cousolation, attend to that which happened as a type to Israel in
Egypt; since God will repeat that which He has already done. He cries to
them even now, "Come out of Babylon, that ye be not partakers of her
plagues" (Rev. xviii. 4). And like as Israel remained in the land of Goshen,
where they found a perfect exemption, so will God's people of tbe present time,
having taken refuge in the modern Goshen, there find the like security and
deliverance.
It is generally considered that the seven vials of the Apocalypse commenced
to be poured out in 1789, and that we are at present under the seventb, whose
effects are being experienced for some years. The plagues which they contained
have been inflicted on what is called in the Apocalypse, the great city with its
ten kingdoms, or that part of Europe which forms the Western Roman Empire.
We shall confine ourselves here to speak briefly of what has come to God's
people during these effusions of His wrath upon Egypt and the Egyptians
spiritually, from the moment when God came down to deliver His people, in
order to conduct them to His holy mountain, to set up for ever His glorious
tabernacle; and that in order to this He commenced to send His plagues upon
Europe, true Christians in small numbers found a beginning of liberty, and
understood that they were about to escape from the tyrant. There was in the
British isles a remarkable religious movement, and a striking spiritual revival,
which bas continued to the present time. Whilst vial after vial was being
poured out upon the Eurorean continent, England enjoyed an exemption
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and special protection. None of the plagues were felt there; on the contrary,
sbe went on prospering in an extraordinary manner. Her internal improvements were multiplied, her manufactures and commerce developed rapidly, her
armies and her fleets were everywhere successful, and prodigiously extended her
empire in all the world. She became enriched more and more, and, in a manner,
spoiled the Egyptians. It is a historic fact that during all the upheavings aud
the wars which agitated the Continent during the past half-century, no hostile
army bas placed a foot on England, and that during all that time she has prospered amazingly in all respects, and is become the queen of the empires of the
earth. No power of an enemy has been able to hurt her, and, notwithstanding
all the prodigious and powerful efforts imaginable of a modern emperor, she has
enjoyed the most entire exemption. God has thus distinguished her in an
extraordinary manner before all the world. In this point of view, England
answers admirably as an antitype to the land of Goshen, given to the Israelites.
She formed a part of the ·Western Roman E ID pire, and has been for centuries
one of the ten kingdoms of the Beast, or of tbe city spiritually called Egypt.
But she is upon the borders or frontiers of this empire, separltted by an arm of
the sea, as was the land of Goshen on the frontiers of Egypt separated by an
arm of the Nile. At the Reformation in the 16th century, she was absolutely
severed from the great city. God took her for Himself as the tenth part, and
gave it to the Protestant Church, as the best part of the land. What richer
country indeed than England does there exist in the world? It was there that
God specially distinguished, before the eyes of Pharaoh and the modern Egyptians His people and their land; and proved by the exemption He granted
them that the modern plagues were sent from Him, and were caused by His
anger on account of the iniquity and abominations of the Papacy. Moreover,
during all this time the religious movement has been strengthened and more
deeply rooted; arid in Englaud has been found the most piety and the greatest
nnmber of Chrhtian persons. Her Protestantism against the abomination of the
modern Egyptians, was known to all; all Europe knew her to be a religious
country, worshipping the true God, and not the Pope. Thousands have been
driven from the Continent to witness to this, as is proved from the accounts and
memorials of emigrants and refugees from all the kingu.oms of the Beast, who
are come, like modern Egyptians, to seek a refuge in this Goshen. And many
of them have become Protestants, in this respect similar to those Egyptians who
went up out of Egypt with Moses and his Israelites. Since that time also there
have been formed in England several religious societies whose object is to make
known tbe Gospel throughout the world. All these societies have prospered,
and are still in operation, bearing everywhere the testimony of Jesus. It is to
these societies and their agents, that are owing this religious movement and
revival, which have continued, up to the present, throughout Europe. It is to
England we must go in order to find its cause anu. its source. And, however
rooted and extended it may be on the Continent, it would yet disappear if
England were to withdraw herself. The eyes of all Christians in Europe are
turned towards England as towards a mother; to her they address themselves
in every need, having for its object their spiritual welfare. The finances
furnished by her, form the chief temporal aid in the work of evangelizing both in.
Europe, and in a great part of the world.
In making meution of the work given by Goel to England to perform, on the
Continent as elsewhere, we see that, notwithstanding the plagues inflicted on
those countries, God has tbere distinguished His people, and granted them a
remarkable protection; the religious revival in Europe dates, in fact, fro 11 the
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pouring out of the vials. Wars and upturnings, political and civil, diverted
attention from religion; then the calamities which descended on Rome, on its
Pope, on its clergy, and on its Church, gave full and entire liberty to true
Christians to unite and to occupy themselves in common with their spiritual
interests, to form associations, churches, societies, to distribute religious tracts,
Bibles, and to preach the pure Gospel, and thus to protest against Rome, and
testify of the true God and His Son Jesus Christ, whom Rome had denied. It
is a well·attested historic fact that, until the year 1852, not only has Protestantism, but also the pure Gospel of Christ, progressed in 2, course that
nothing could arrest, that the plagues inflicted upon the worshippers of the
beast, however grievous, have aided to develop, and fortify, and extend them;
that there has been a glorious religious awakening in Europe, and that, with few
exceptions, those who have been the subjects of it hare enjoyed great rest and
liberty, llnd that also many of the modern Egyptians have joined with them,
and admired the God of the Protestants, as the Egyptians of old had Moses
in admiration, regarding him as a great man, and joined them<elves to
the Israelites, separating themselves from their fellow-countrymen, so that a
numerous people accompanied Israel in their exodus from Egypt. Who knows
not of the numbers of Papists who have quitted their abominable idolatries, and
have joined themselves with the Protestant and Evangelical Churches throughout Europe? The Protestant population, then, has also more than doubled,
instead of diminishing, which answers admirably to the type in Egypt. The
more did PlJaraoh endeavour to diminish the number of the Israelites, the more
they multiplied. The more the Pope and his emissaries have endeavoured to
diminish the Protestants, in multiplying priests and popish missions, the more
lJave Protestants increased, and have become a powerful Church. We cannot
pursue further the parallel between the two people of God, since we are not
arrived at the end of the pouring out of the vials, and since the seventh has but
commenced. EfSic1cs that, some of the most solemn and terrible scenes are
still in the future. We have still to await the antitJlpe of the passing over of
the destroying angel, when the firstborn of Egypt shall die, and the fearful cry
which went up throughout all the land. There is also the swallowing up of
Pharaoh and his army in the Red Sea, the final victory over the enemies of
Israel and their entire destruction, so that they never after troubled Israel.
These events appear to us to be prefigured by the fall and conflagration of the great
city (Rev. xviii.), by the harvest and vintage of the farth (Hev. xiv. lG-20),
and by the destruction of the great army (Rev. xix. 11-21). The cry which is
beard in all Egypt at the deatb of the firstbom appears to us to find its antitype
in the cries and lamElJtations of the kings, the merchants and sailors, on occasion
of the destruction of great Babylon (Rev. xviii.). There does not seem to us,
as yet, to be the slightest beginning of the accomplishment of these judgments;
we cannot, therefore, say aught of them. But, on the otber hand, if those
things which bappened to Israel be a type for us, we may anticipate what shall
happen to believers when these fearful events shall come to pass. When the
angel of destruction shall pass by and kill all the firstborn of Egypt, Israel shall
entirely escape, according to the declaration of God (Exod. xi. 7). When he
passes by, all the Israelites r.re in the land of Gosben, and shut up within their
houses, according to the command of God. Dnun the antitype God says likewise, " Go out of her my people, that ye be not partakers of her plagues" (Itev.
xviii. 4); anu "Come, my people, enter into thy clo,ets, and shut thy doors
about thee: hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be
overp~st. For, behold, tbe Lord cometh out of His place to punish the
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inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity" (Isa. xxvi. 20, 21). It is therefore
probable that all true Christians shall have fled out of the kingdoms of the Beast,
and shall have sought refuge chiefly in England, if she be the antitype of Goshen.
It is not to be understood that all the inhabitants of England shall then be
Christ's true disciples, any more than that all the Israelites who were in Goshen
were true Israelites. For we read in Ezek. xx. 5-9, what was the state of
Israel when God came to deliver him, and to grant him His glorious protection.
. .,v e learn from these verses that God makes Himself known to Israel, and
declares to them that He is come to deliver them, and to bring them up out of
Egypt. He therefore commands them to separate from all idolatry. This
proves that Israel was then idolatrous and defiled by the idols of Egypt. Thus
he was not a faithful worshipper of the true God. But perhaps he turned at
God's command. No, he rebelled, and none left off from idolatry. God there.
fore declares that Israel deserves to be the object of His fury and His anger,
and not of His goodness. He will, however, wonderfully deliver and preserve
tlnm. 'Wherefore ? For His name's sake; because His IHlne was engaged in
the promise made to Abraham, that He would deliver His posterity, and that
He would give to him the land of Canaan.
It is objected as to England that she cannot be the antitype of Goshel1 and of
God's favoured people; for as a nation, she does not faithfully serve Christ, but
maintains within her bosom many sins and abominations. She emancipates the
Papists and favours them besides, and she is hardly even nominally Protestant.
We will confess to all this and even much more. But we would a.,k, if in this
respect she is worse than Israel was in Egypt? In as far as we can judge we
would answer not. Is she not, as we have already seen, the country in which
there is visibly the most religion, and the largest number of pious people, &c.,
&c.? But, we would ask again, is it because of all these that God has protected
her, and that we hope that He will continue to her His mercies? Certainly not.
God will preserve her because of His elect; He will not suffer that any should
touch His anointed-those who have made a covenant with Him by sacrifice,
for He will glorify His name in them, and by them, in the eyes of the nations as
formerly j and He will preserve a witness of the Gospd of Christ in the world
until His appointed time. At the end it shall come to pass with regard to
England, as with Israel, that the name of the Lord alone shall be glorified, and
not that of England; for she wiII sing, as we have seen, the song of Moses and
the Lamb; and as for that which took place at the passag) of the Red Sea, it is
said, " Thus the Lord delivered in that day Israel from the hmd of the Egyptians"
(Ex. xiv. 30). We will observe on this type, when this pa.,sage of the sea takes
place, God puts a cloud between Israel and the Egyptians. It is darkness to the
latter, which hinders them from seeing both where they are, or whither they
were going, so that they were in the bed of the Red Sea, without their being
aware of it. Their eyes are opened, but the light comes too late, and they perish.
This will be repeated with the antitype; for we are told, that the enemies of
Christ will be in darkness, in ignorance, when the. day of Christ will overtake
them. Here again the light will have come when too late, as in the case of the
foolish virgins. We will add another remark on the subject of these two last
events. If we have in mind an antitype which shall take place also, it will hence
appear that the removal of the saints will not llave been effected before the
burning up of the great city. At the drowning of the Egyptians, which answers
to the great battle around Jerusalem, Israel is on the other side of th,~ sea only a
few moments previously.
This removal then will probably not have taken place until a very short time
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before the great battle. It is after the destruction of the last enemy, that Moses
and I8rael sung the song of deliverance. In Rev. xv. 2-4, is seen a company,
whether small or great is not said, composed of those who have gained the
victory over the beast and his image, and over his mark, and over the number of
his name, stand on the sea of glass, baving the harps of God. They sung a song.
What song? That of Moses. It may be that which he sang upon the shore of
another sea, of which that of glass mingled with fire is the antitype; to it they
join the song of the Lamb, a song similar to it-of victory, of deliverance, of
salvation, of rejoicing; perhaps, like to that we find (Rev. xix. 1-7.) The
scmg of this company is a short summary of that of Moses and Israel, and it
celebrates a like deliverance. In order to its being a real antitype, it must fear a
relation to persons still on the earth. It is sung by those who beheld the execution
of the judgments of God, since they say, "For thy judgments have been made
manifest," i.e., seen and known; and they admire them, saying, " Thy works are
[and not have been] great and marvellous." It is sung also by persons who live
during the pouring out of the vials, otherwise it would not correspond with the
typP, as Israel does not expect to sing until he has entered into the land of
promise; but he sings upon the >hores of the Red Sea, in presence of the COrPSfS
of the Egyptians. The new song is not sung by Gael's people after death, or
resurrection, or entrance into the hpavenly Canaan, but it is upon the shore of a
sea like unto glass, mingled with fire; figuring out the burning of the great city.
It ii after this song only, that there is mention made of the seven angels with
the seven vials who go to pour them out; which seems to indicate, by the place
that it occupies, that it is destined to encourage the people of God during the
time of the pouring out of the vials; but we may easily understand, that its
singing in full chorus, or with the addition of the Lamb, does n ,t take place until
after tbe destruction of the great city; it may be atlded, that the beast and the
false prophet, well represent the Egyptian Pharaoh. While they lived tbey
remained hardened, and refused to allow true Christians to serve God in tbe way
wbich they chose, thus oppressing and constraining them. However, since tbey
experience exemption from the vials of God's wrath, poured out upon their
enemies, they feel and testify th3ir joy and gratitude; but so long as their tyrant
lived, their hearts could not burst forth in songs of praise; these emotions are
restrained until after he is destroyed. They then take their harps and make
their songs resound over the plain, for their sound is compared to that of thunderings and many waters (Rev. xix. 6).
In conclusion, we would add, that the narration of Moses, which to us has
served as a type, terminates in the song of deliverance, when Israel is entirely
delivered from those who had suhjected him to hard bondage, and had rendered
his life miserable by the numerous torments which they had inflicted on him, at
tbe time when those enemies are totally ruined and destroyed. Arrived at tbis
point, Israel is in perfect safety, and has no longer any fear of bis enemies. His
heart overflows with happiness and joy. But Israel is not yet arrived at the
holy mountain, nor in the land of rest, flowing with milk and honey. He may
get thither shortly, if all go well. We will not accompany him further; we have
followed him up to the moment of his perfect deliverance from the Egyptians,
and bere we will leave him while sharing in his rpjoicing. If this recital be a
type for us; if that which happened to Israel be written for our instruction, our
consolation, and our hope, it appears quite evident to us tbat we bave every
reason to believe that God will do the same things for the disciples of Christ,
tbat He did for Israel ;1that not only will they be to tbe end the objects of His
mercy,)ut. He will Hlpport thtm, and lead them in His strength to the end of
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their journey; that He will protect and preserve them equally during the last
judgments, as the first, from which they are already escaped; that the last
plagues shall not touch them any more than the first, and that from a place of
perfect safety they shall behold the destruction of their enemies. Isra.'1 escaped
from Pharaoh, not only with his life, but with muoh spoil and riches of the
Egyptians. The flock of Christ will also escape, not by sacrificing everything,
and abandoning everything but life, but with all which they possessed beyond the
sea mingled with fire, without the bounds of the great city. We would not say
that during the last terrible scenes the people of God will have no care or anx.iety ;
DO, Israel feared Pharaoh and his army. but only for a moment, which fear but
served to increase his joy. It will probably be the same at the end. But it
shall be unto the disciples of Christ according to their faith.
Dublin.
E. H.
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THE CLIFTON CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE.
THE Conference-a notice of which we gave in our last-duly came off on
Tuesday and Wednesday, the 7th and 8th of November; and truly it was a
blessed meeting-yea, a repetition of blessed meetings. The morning gatherings
were very large, but at each evening meeting we consider there were not less
than a thousand to eleven hundred persons, and many of these had come from a
long distance. A sweet spirit pervaded the whole assembly. There was no
jarring-no contention; but it seemed as though the one prevailing feeling was
a desire to meet and commune with each other in the Lord. There was the
realization of relationship-the one blessed bond of brotherhood.
As intimated in our last, our dear brother, the Rev. S. A. WALKER, Rector of
Maryleport, Bristol, exhibited throughout a spirit eminently qualified to conduct
such a movement. The whole proceedings betokened a previous wrestling with
the Lord for His special smile and peculiar blessing upon this most sacred engagement. The power of the Spirit was realized. There was no excitement, no
enthusiasm,-but a calm, sober, earnest, importunate wrestling spirit with the
Lord for His special sanction and gracious countenance. Singing, prayer, and
short addresses constituted the proceedings. A little book of hymns judiciously
selected, and in every respect adapted for the occasion, had been prepared.
These were widely circulated throughout the assembly. The first of these hymns
having been sung, and prayer offered, the Rev. S. A. WALKER read the 4th
chapter of the Ephesians, and expounded. With regard to the present times, he
expressed his deEp conviction that very momentous events were at hand, and
tbat the Lord was thus gathering His people together in order more vividly to
unite their hearts, and prepare them for the conflict that awaits them. " The
times," mid he, "are drawing the people of God together." They came together
as believers in the Lord Jesus Christ; for if they were not believers in Jesus
they had no business in that Conference. It was a conference of Christians, and
they desired to recognize nothing but Jesus the crucified and risen One. They
desired to recognize nothing in each other but the work of Jesus and the power
of the Holy Ghost. They came together, not to hear their idtas concerning
each otber, or concerning themselves, but to learn more and more of the
sufficiency they had in Jesus. The times were driving the people of God
together. A critical period, which he believed was imminent, was speaking to
them of their Christian privileges, of their oneness in Jesus; and the sooner
they realized that oneness, and enjoyed it, and knew how to use it, the botter
00
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for their own peace and comfort. He believed God had need of them in their
united capacity to exemplify to the world His work for them, and the mighty
power He exercised over their hearts and minds. Christ said, ' By this shall
all men know ye are my disciples, if ye love one another.' They came together
as believers in Jesus. They came together as thOSH that loved Christ, desiring
to know more of Christ; desiring more of His spirit; desiring more and more
to realize their identit.y with Christ; that they might be raised above the littleness of their own individual earthly prepossessions. He trusted that the spirit
of their meeting would be revealed to them and in them in that direction, and
that they would feel that that meeting was not of man. It was not man that
convened them together; it was not man that could stir up such instruments as
those; it was not man's purpose or policy that was to be served; but he believed
that God was preparing His people for the great crisis that was coming. They
were met to pray and to praise together, to talk together, just because God had
a purpose to serve in the exercise of their minds and hearts in that manner.
They should all feel that they were united in one glorious brotherhood. They
were not come together merely for personal enjoyment, but to be made instruments of God, to be sharpened, polished, and prepared to accomplish that work
which God would have them do. He prayed God that they might all keep that
in view."
After a few moments of silent prayer and another hymn, the Rev. Mr.
lVIACKIE, Chaplain of the Infirmary, addressed the meeting.
He contrasted the
nature of his work, in so habitually tending the sick and dying, with the scene
he was there privileged to witness; and sought to show that, as on the sick and
d)"ing bed differences of opinion were overlooked, so ought they to be upon
minor matters, where the fundamentals of our most holy faith were experienced
and enjoyed.
After some further singing and prayer, the Rev. Mr. HARGROVES occupied
the remainder of the time allotted to t1" morning meeting in some pithy and
powerful remarks upon the union and identity of the Church wit.h Christ. This
testimony from an aged and experienced servant of the Lord was both weighty
and blessed. It was attended with a sweetness and power that seemed to shed
a lustre over the whole proceedings. Beneath that testimony all minor cares
and worldly vicissitudes dwindled, for the time, into the insignificance which
they deserve.
Lord RADSTOCK closed the proceedings of the morning with prayer.
Sundry smaller meetings were held in different parts of the building in the
afternoon.
.
In the evening, at seven o'clock, there was a re-gathering in the large hall at
the Victoria Rooms; when various hymns were sung and prayers offered.
Mr. Walker then called upon the Editor of this work to speak, who said, that the
gathering together on that night, in these solemn and eventful times, reminded him
of sundry of the nights mentioned in Scripture; and the question was, " What,
under God, was likely to make the effect of these meetings lasting and fruitful?
What, for example, would have been the effect upon both Abrahilm and Lot's
minds, after the solemn conference with respect to the destruction of the cities
of the plain? 'W ould it not have been to have' waived their i!ifferences,' and
seek a reconciliation where there had been contention? Again, was there not,
on the part of Abraham at least, a wrestling with God? and, further, a 'watching His hand?' Would not the same remarks apply to the Israelites on that
eventful night, when the destroying angel passed through the city to destroy
all the first-born of the Egyptians?
Had there been strife or contention
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betwcen brothcr and brother, would not a first wish have bcen to have' waived
[my tlill'erencc of opinion,' and unitedly to 'wrestle with God' for protection,

'&S

u.nd then a 'watehing unto prayer' for the veriest movement, or inc1ic:1tions of
tue Lord's hand? Again, after the crucifixion and burial of our blessed Lord,
when upon the eventful night of His disciples being gathered together, would
not the same waiving of personal opinion, wrestling with the Lord, and watching
His hand, apply? And now with respect to ourselves-when Popery and
infidelity were making such fearful inroads upon us; when our London papers
of that day were enunciating the statements of the apostate MANNING, that
England would assuredly ere long come back to the true church, did it not
behove those who had received into their hearts the grand essentials of our
common faith, the atoning blood and the justifying righteousness of the Lord
Jesus Christ-did it not behove them to 'waive their little minor distinctions,'
and to differ and agree to differ where the essentials of that faith were not
concerned? Were there not different badges and a diversity of dress, in an
army fighting under the same sovereign and for the common cause ? Would it
he seemly fur one regiment to say to another rpgiment, ' We will not fight side
by side with you, because you are not dressed as we are?' Notwithstandiug
our little shades of opinion, are we not fighting under the great Captain of
salvation? I just remember," said the speaker, "that this is the nineteenth
anniversary of my entering the service of the Church of England. I love
the Church of England. I have never been interfered with, in my testimony,
during the whole of that time; and, notwithstanding the numbers within her
pale who are ready to betray both their Church and their country, I have no
intention of leaving the Church of England, whilst I enjoy within her the liberty
I do. At the same time, when I contemplate the oneness of believers, I hate
the party names of 'Churchman' and' Dissenter.' I am prepared to ' hold out the
right-hand of fellowship to all who love our Lord J esns Christ in sincerity.' It
behoves us, then, in these solemn and eventful times, to ' waive our differences,
to differ, and agree to differ.' Next, it behoves us to seek to 'wl'estle with our
God.' If the cities of the plain would have been spared, had ten righteous
been found therein, how comforting is the consideration, that the Lord has His
hundreds of tens in this land, guilty as it is. Again, there is 'the watddng unto
prayer '-the observing of His movements both in providence and grace. Did
not both the Lord and His disciples continually enjoin this upon those whom
addressed ? "
After prayer, and singing, Mr. MULLER (the founder and patron of the
Ashley Hill Orphan Asylum), next addressed the assembly :-" Crucified, dead,
and risen with Christ," said he, "then have I been punished for my sins in the
person of the Lord Jesus Christ. Then was I hung, as it were, on the cross
with Jesus-God having accepted Him as my Substitute. Then was I buried
with Christ, and have been raised again with Him. Then, in my Forerunner,
I am seated at the right hand of God in heaven. Then, as assuredly as the
Lord Jesus is there, so shall I be. These are precious truths, not man's inventions. The Book of God speaks of them again and again. The Epistles to the
Ephesians and Colossians, and others, are fuU of these glorious truths. But what
we need is, that they become increasingly realities to us. N'.lt so much that we
are able to speak with clearness about them, but that more and more we know
their power in our hearts. 'yV e hav.e, therefore, to say to ourselves-I am a
wicked, guilty, hell-deserving sinner, and had not God in the riches of His grace
given the Lord Jesus to die in my stead, hell must have been my portion for
eternity; but it pleased God to deliver Him up for me; and, since I trust in
00 2
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the Lord Jesus for salvation, I shall not be punished, because my blessed
Substitute, the Lord Jesus Christ, was punished in my room and stead. Now,
what follows? My sins are forgiven. Not, shall be when I die. Not, I shall
find out some day that they are forgiven. But, they are forgiven-are now
forgiven. By the grace of God I am as certain that my sins are forgiven, as I
am certain that I am speaking to you. Not because I deserve it. I am a
guilty, wicked, hell-deserving sinner; but I trust in the Lord Jesus for the
salvation of my soul, and God declares that all who put their trust in Him shall
IJave forgiveness. As it is written in Acts x. 43, in rderence to the Lord J esm'To Him give all the prophets witness, that, through His name, whosoever
believelh in Him shall receive remission of SillS.' I do believe in Him- tbat is,
I do put my trust in Him, and therefore my sins are forgiven.
" Now, let me affectionately press this point on you, because it is a matter of
deep moment that we be assured our sins are forgiven, and habitually assured
of it. Because it is just this which makes heaven certain to us-that we know
God has nothing against us. The knowledge and the enjoyment of the forgiveDess of our sins will keep our hearts from going out towards this present world.
" To he heavenly-minded really and truly, we must be aSEUred our sins are
forgiven, and this we know simply from the Divine testimony that those who put
their trust in Jesus have the forgiveness of tbeir sins. But this is not all. Through
5aith in Jesus we are now the sons of God. We are not only reconciled, because
of our Substitute and Surety, and God is well.pleased with us; but we are also the
children of God, and as children we are the heirs of God, and as the heirs of God
we are joint heirs with the Lord Jesus Christ. Now this brings us to anotlwr
point. If we are the children of God, if we are the heirs of God, and joint heirs
with the Lord Jesus Christ, then all who believe in the Lord Jesus constitute
one family. They may be scattered a1l over the world-may in ten thousand
things differ as to the present life, and in ten thousand things have differed as to
their manner of life before they were brought to the knowledge of the Lord
Jesus-may differ after their conversion as to their position in life, and in
numberless ways, also as to attainments in knowledge and grace; but, nevertheless, as assuredly as they believe in the Lord Jesus for tbe salvation of their
souls, do they constitute one heavenly family-they are bretbren. We glorify
God by living as such here. In heaven we shall be together. Throughout
"ternity we slJRll be unspeakably happy, and love one another perfectly and
habitua]]y. But we are to glorify God by manifesting this love now, while on
earth, while in weakness, and exposed to conflict, while the struggle is going on110W we are to be nnited together, and to manifest that we are one famil) -tbe
heavenly fainily. This is tbe way to bring glory to God. In order to tbis let
us kl ep before us ' Crucified with Christ.' Wbat does this imply? That we
deserve to re crucified-that we are sinners, wicked, guilty sinners-I, and
everyone-all the members of the heavenly family, all sinners, and such sinners
that we deserve nothing but 11el1. And, in order that we might escape tbe
torments of he]], the blessed Lord Jesus Clnist died in our room, and became a
curse that we might escape it. Where is beasting then? Who bas ground for
b(lasting? Perllaps one sayE-' Ah, but I ba'l'e made much greater attainments
in Imowledge and grace than others.' But wba.t does Paul say? 'He that
glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.' The child of God has nought wherein to
glOl y hut tbe cross of Christ. Tberefore if we boast, let it be tIlat tbe blessed
Lord Jesus died for us guilty, hell· deserving sinrers. And, if we have a little
more light and a little more grace than some of our f(-1Iow-belieyers, let us
testify that it is by tbe grace of God we have it.
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" Perhaps some present are not prepared for eternity. I cannot sit dOlVn
without spc<.tking one word to you, my fello w-sinner~. I know tlllJ sl<.t:e in whicu
you are, fur 1 was once in the same state. You may be seeking for happiness;
you will not find it except you find it in Jesus. Seek it never so much anJ
never so eagerly, you will not find it ex.cept you find it in the crucified, risen,
and ascended Lord Jesus. Let me, as one who has been brought to the knowledge of Christ, tell you of the blessedness I have experienced as a disciple of
Christ. Times without number might I have gone back into the world, if I hau
desired to do so; but so unspeakably blessed and precious have I found it for
forty years to be a disciple of Christ, that, if the attractions of the world were a
thousand times greitter than they are, by the grace of God I should have no
desire for them. Well then, as one who eagerly sought happiness in the present
worltl, and never found it, and now for forty years knows the sweetness and
preciousness of walking with Jesus, I affectionately beseech you to seek Him."
The arrangements on Wednesday were precisely similar to those of the
previous day. In the course of the morning, the Rev. Mr. Fox dwelt at considerable length upon the second appearing of our Lord J eaus Christ. Space
will not allow us to say more than tbat his belief is, the Lord will come, and
take up those of His people who are watching for His appearing, out of that
" great tribulation," which shall come upon all the world, and involved in which
shall be a multitude of the Lord's people, who sball ultimately be saved, but
" as by fire."
Lord IhDsTocK was among the morning speakers. He spoke with much
simplicity and earnestne,s, and dwelt particularly upon the ]lower as well as the
meekening nature of the truth as it is ill Jesus.
The Rev. Mr. COGHLAN (Incumbent of St. Paul's, Ball's Pond, Islington) next
spoke. Lord HADSTO(J{, having in the course of his speech, quoted Heb. xiii.
5, 6, Mr. COGHLAN based his remarks upon this pas:lage, and bearing upon the
subject of the previous day, the crucifixion and raising againof the Church in Christ.
He sweetly and powerfully testified that the promise in the text, "I will not
leave thee, nor furdake thee," was spoken by Jehovah to Christ, and that the
Church or the people of God, standing indissolubly united to His divine
Person, were eternally secure in Him, and through Him and by Him inheritors
of every new-covenant blessing. So that, whatever their position in the present
life, and however numerous, or severe, or complicated their trials and temptations,
the gracious deClaration had gone forth from the mouth of the Eternal, "I willnever leave thee, nor forsake thee." The safety, therefore, of tbe Church and
their eternal blessedness in Him, was beyond all doubt. Mr. COGHLAN'S address
was peculiarly powerful and blessed.
Sundry meetings were again, as on the previ,)us day, held ill the afternoon.
One was devoted to parents, who assembled that they might unitelly wrestle
with tll3 Lord on behalf of their children. We were informed by one who was
present, that this was the most touching meeting of the whole. A wondrous
spirit of prayer appeared to be poured out upon the suppliants. They were
confined to a sCure or five-and-twenty persons. P<trents, touched to the heart
on account of tbeir children, " offered up strong crying and tears" on their behalf.
The Lord, in mercy, grant that many a prayer thus presented at His footstool
may be heard and answered to the joy and rejoicing of their hearts. We can
have no sympathy with those who know nothing about wrestling with God for
the salvation of their dear children.
. The evening meeting, after singing and prayer, was again, as tbe preceding one,
opened by Mr. W ALKErt with an aJ.!jJropri,tte portion of Scrillture and exposition.
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The EARL of CAVAN then spoke. Much simplicity and deep earnestness
marked his address. It was a striking feature in these assemblies, that two
noblemen should be present on each occasion, but neither occupied the chair. A
vacant chair was intentional. All were to meet as brethren, and for the time
without Bhade or distinction.
At tbis evening meeting tbe Rev. J. MARTIN (Incumbent of the Circus Church,
at Portsmouth) spoke at considerable length. His Jealling points were,-what
it was to be "crucified with Christ "-the nature of true faith-and the special
operations of the life of God in the soul. He testified with grateful warmth of
the blessing and privilege of godly parents and graeious instructors. Personally
he had both experienced and witnessed in a large family what God had wrought.
He cautioned hi8 hearers against a speculative religion, and insisted upon the
absolute necessity of the quickening power and divine operations of the Holy
Ghost. There was much power in his address.
.
The Rev. J. SERGF.ANT (late Curate of St. John's, Portsea) followed with
point and power, and the Rev. S. A. WALKER closed the whole proceedings
with a short address and prayer.
Not only to oursE;IYes, but, we believe, to hundreds of precious souls, this
Conference will be long and gratefully remembered. Yea, for ourselves we may
Eay, we heartily desired that it had not been limited to two days, but that (considering tIle remote distances from which many had come-Manchester, and
Birmingham, and London, and Portsmouth), a third day of such real communion
one with another would have been desirable.
We are sure that, in these days of division, our brother WALKER has much
cause for gra.titude in the contemplation of such a large and happy gathering,
where such a oneness of heart pervaded the assembly. Well, indeed, might
they sing, as they did"Blest be the tie t11at binds
"When we asunder part,
Our hearts in Christian love;
It gives us inward pain;
The fellowship of kindred minds
But we shall still be join'd in heart,
Is like to that above.
And hope to meet again.
"Before our Father's throne
"This glorious hope revives
We pour our ardent prayers;
Our courage by the way;
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one,
While each in expectation !ives,
Our comforts and our cares.
And longs to see the day.
- "vVe share our mutual woes,
"From sorrow, toil, and pain,
Our mutual burdens bear;
And sin, we shall be free,
And often for each other flows
And perfect love and friendship reign
The sympathizing tear.
Through all eternity."
And then, wbm about to break l:p, and many brethren never to meet again
till they assemble around the throne above, most touching was their parting song:
"Yes, we part, but not for ever,
Joy ful hopes our bosoms swell;
They who love the Saviour, never
Know a long, a last farewell.
Blissful unions
Lie beyond this parting vale.
"Sweet this hour of benediction,
When such unions come to mindWhen each holy heart-conviction
With the promises combined,
Tell of meetings
By the Lord for us dcsigned.

"Oh, what meetings are before us !
Brighter far than tongue can tellGlorious meetings to restore us
Him with whom we love to dwell.
Wit.h what raptures
Will the sight our bosoms swell !
"Now indeed we meet and sever;
Chequered is our transient day:
Life's best flowers perish, ever
Tending to a long decay.
Fairest flowers
Bud, and bloom, and die away.
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"Soonwillceascsuchshort-livedp]easures,
t:loon will fade ihis earth away;
Brip;ht.er, fairer, nobler treasures
"W llit the full redemption day.
Hail t.he rising
Of the wished-for new-born ray!
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"'l'hus we part, but not for ever,
Joyful hopes our bosoms swell;
They who love the Saviour, never
Know a last, a long farewell.
Blissful unions
Lie beyond this parting vale."

Well might a clerical brother, whom we met the next day on his way to the
train, say, " I trust that the savour of those meetings will not soon pass away
from our minds." The Lord grant it, for His great name's sake. Amen, and
amen.
BREACHES IN THE FAMILY FIRESIDE.
BY TIlE LATE REV. IlUGIl STOWELL, lILA., IlON. CANON OF CIlESTER.

(F"om " DUI' Own Fi,"csidc.")
'THEY will come.
They may be very near. We ought not to shrink from forecasting them. They ought not to take us by surprise. A9 we gaze on the loved
circle that fringes the winter hearth, as we hold sweet fellowship with them
around the family altar, we ought to keep in mind how soon their places will
know them no more.
The thought should sober; it should not sadden. It should constrain us to
associate all our affections, our hopes, our joys with heaven; to look upon this
as our lodging-place, that as our home. It ought to stir U9 up to strive with all
earnestness, that each dear olive-branch may be grafted into Christ; that the
ties of the flesh may be sanctified by the ties of the Spirit.
Our c;nnmunings ought to be often about departing and being with Christ,
which is far better. It behoves us to familiarise our minds with the idea of
union in spirit, notwithstanding separation in body. That is the true union
which does not depend on sense and sight, but lies in the fellowship of the Holy
Ghost. Even a heathen sage could say-" Friendship is one soul in two bodies."
How much more truly may saints say, " Christian friendship is one spirit in two
souls! "
That friendship never dies. How can it? It belongs to an undying life. It
is not of the flesh; therefore the death of the flesh cannot effect it. "You talk
to me of death," said a departing child of God; "where is it? I cannot see it:
I see life, but not death." How beautifully true. "Verily, verily, I say uuto
you," said Jesus, "if a man keep my saying, he shall never see death." Death
to such a one is the gate of life, and the grave the garden of immortality.
W ell might tbe saint about to enter into fuller life say to his mouruing friends
hanging round him, as Jesus said to His disciples, "If ye love me ye would
rejoice, because I go to our Father." As the Lord so sublimely said, " All live
to Him."
Ought then the survivors of the righteous to "seek the living among the
dead?" "They are not here, they are risen." We, in truth, are the dying,
they are the living; we are on the way home, they are at home; we are tenants
at will, they everlasting inhabitants. Then ought we not to think of them, to
speak of them, to feel towards them as the" living? " We are" come to the
spirits of just Illen made perfect." We surround one throne with them, only
they on the topmost step, we on the lowest. ""Ve draw near to one Father,
through one Mediator, by one Spirit, only they in the inner court, we in the
outH; they in praise alone, we in mingled prayer and praise.
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Let us realize this to our consolation and joy. Christians insensibly glide too
much into the language of the unbelieving world respecting death, and respecting
those who have departed in the Lord. I have heard believers say," They did
not like to observe birthdays, because when their circle became thinned by death,
the missing links were more sa.dly realized." But is this right? 18 this of
faith? Oh, no! It sounds more like the language of selfishness. Ought we
to be saddened by the thought of their blessednEss? Ought not the sense of our
,own bereavement to be swallowed up in the assurance of their unutterable gain?
Be "our conversation" more" in heaven," and we shall more think, and speak,
and feel as become the citizens of" the Jerusalem which is above."
'We will not weep as others do,
And m!lny a little lamb is there,
Though toil and pain attend us here:
Who loved the Shepherd's voice below,
We have a blessed home in view,And now beneath His heavenly care,
To faith's bright eye, how calm, how clear;
Is far removed from want and woe;
A blessed home where all is pure,
Then we, poor little ones, may try,
A home from every storm secure.
To win that home beyond the sky.
The weary there shall sweetly rest,
Yes, welcome toil, and loss, and pain,
:1"ar from the very thought of ill;
If these our ]<'ather should assign;
'1'he wicked shall not there molest,
Lord, we will count them all but gain,
But every jarring sound be still:
So we may reach that home of Thine:
The day shall never know a night,
0 glorious hope! through life's dark road
Nor shadow dim the living light.
It lights us onward to our God! *
",. A hymn written for my dear Sunday acholal's shortly after the departure of a lovely
and singularly holy daughter, at the age of eleven years.

ANECDOTE.

IN the interesting memoirs of Dr. Leifchild, occnrs the following remarkable
instance to the point ; "One Sabbath morning," says the doctor, "a singular lapse of memory
befel me, which I had never befure and have never since experienced.
When I rose from sleep. I could not recollect any portion of the Jiscourse
which I had prepared on the day before, and, what is most strange, I could not
even remember the text of the prepared sermon.
I was perplexed, and walked
out before breakfast, in Kensington Gardens. While there' a particular text
occurred to my mind, and my thoughts seemed to dwell upon it so much, that I
resolved to preach from that without further attempting to recall what I had
pf(-pared, a thing I had never ventured to do during all my mirlistry. From this
text I preached, and it was" Weeping may endure for a night, but ,joy comelh
in the morning." I preached with great liberty, and in the course vf the sermon
I quoted the lines," Beware of desperate steps, the darkest day,
Live till to-morrow, will have passed aw~y."
I afterwards learnt that a man, in despair, had that very morning gone to the
Serpentine to drown himself.
For tbis purpose, be had filled bis pockets with
stones, hoping to sink at once. Some passengers, bowever, disturbed him while
on the brink, and he returned to Kensington to drown himself in the dusk of the
On passing my chapel, he sa,,' a number of people crowding into it,
evening.
and thought he would join them, in order to pass away the time. His attention
was rivelted to the sermon, which seemed to be in part for him, and when IHJ
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heard me quote the lines alluded to, he resolved to abandon his suicidal intention."
We hope, although the narrator does not say so, that this man, impressed by
BO wonderful an iuterposition of Divine Providence on llis behalf, was br:ought to
genuine repentance, and through the mercy of God, to salvation.
G. C.

"THE WAYFARING MAN, THOUGH A FOOL, SHALL NOT
ERR THEREIN."
THE sainted "Hervey," author of "The Meditations," and of "Theron and
Aspasio," when a young minister, had a conversation with a ploughman, " What
think you," said Hervey, " is the hardest thing in religion? " "I would rather
you answered, sir, as I be but an ignoril.nt man," said the ploughman. "I think,"
said the minister, "the hardest thing in the world is to deny SINFUL SELF."
" Ah, sir," replied the ploughman, "I find the hardest thing in the world is to
deny RIGHTEOUS SEtF."
Hervey is said to have confessed that at the time he considered the poor man
"an illiterate fool for his odd notions." But whenever he repeated the anecdote he
invariably added, " I little thought I, the proud James Hervey, was the fool, and
not this wise old Christian."
Reader, if you have felt the power and subtlety of this active foe, "righteous
self," you must with us acknowledge that the grace-taught ploughman was
right.
G. C.

~iIgrim

Japtrs.

SPIRITUAL LONGINGS.
" Thou that dwellest in the gardens, the companions heat'ken to Thy voice:
cause me to hear it."-SOL. SONG viii. 13.
THE above passage eminently sets forth the church of Christ in a waiting state,
earnestly desiring fresh communications from Him, and more frequent realizations
of His love, grace, and power manifested to her. There are times when His
lengthened aboence causes a feeling amounting to impatience for His return; and
there are other times when His long delay would seem to create a coldness and
estrangement of heart towards Him. The world creeps in, Satan tempts, the
foolish heart is ever ready to go astray, the word becomfs unfrudul, and faith is
well nigh shipwrecked. This is greatly the case in the present day, " when the
love of many shall wax cold." Is it too much to suppose that the end draweth
near? T'he church is in her low estate, numbers departing from the truth,
giving heed to old wives' fables, and doctrines of devils. While it is hard to
distinguish between the wheat and the chaff, we must be content to await the
great sifting time, and each look to ourselves that we hold the faith in a pure
conscience, with love unfeigned, testifying of the grace of God.
The Bridt'groom is here spoken of as dwelling in the gardens, that is, in the
h('arts of His people.
Can anything so wretched, void, and waste be
demonstrated as gal'dens ? Yes, where His presence is, where the blessed Sun of
Righteousness has once shone, where the graciQus showers of the Holy Spirit haye
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descended there will be fertility, if not abundant fruitfulness; but it is not the
will of God that there should be any barren trees in His garden; no, we are now
created to be " trees of righteousness that He may be glorified." " Herein is
To
my Father glorified that ye bear much fruit, so shall ye be my disciples."
prove what pleasure the Lord takes in His gardens, He says, "I will dwell iu
them, and walk in them, and I will be their God, and tlwy shall be my people"
(2 Cor. vi. 16, agreeing with Exod. xxix. 45, and Lev. xxvi. 12). As the
passage is given in the plural number, we may take these gardens to represent
the two branches of the church, namely, Jew and Gentile, which we may also
gather from other portions of the sacred song. Whilst contemplating the growth
of the various trees and plants, the Husbandman says to each and all, " From
me is the fruit found." Our blessed Lord, speaking through David, says: " The
Lord hath chosen Zion; He hath desired it for His habitation. This is my rest
for eyer: here will I dwell; for I have desired it" (Psalm cxxxii. 13-14).
""Vhat then is the effect of the presence of the heavenly Bridegroom in His
gardens? We have it in the second clause, " the companions hearken to Thy
voice." It is remarkable that while so many names are made use of in the 'vVord
of God to set forth the beauty and perfections of Christ, a great number are also
employed to designate His bride, the Church; some of them denoting her collective capacity, and others setting forth her individual membership. In the
above clause the latter form is used severally, namely, " companions," sbowing
how close is the bond of union among themselves and with their Head. In earthly
friendships, especially amongst young schoolfellows, how frequently do we see
that where a number associate together, one is generally set up as leader, either
on account of extraordinary proficiency in learning, or a greater degree of
natural talent. Tbe rest instinctively look up to the favoured one, hearkening
to his voice, an,] hanging upon his words. His companions agree to follow his
directions in matters wherein they would be very apt to differ amongst themselves, or probably be very much divided in opinion, but his word is law, and they
follow implicitly. This may illllstrate, in some degree, the manner in which the
companions hearken to the voice of Christ. "Where the word of a king is, there
They diligently follow their leader, and not only so, but are on the
is power."
alert for His commands. He speaks in such a variety of ways tbat they do well
to listen attentively to the gracious words which proceed out of His mouth.
Sometimes His voice is terrible, yet we are to hearken: "The voice of the Lord
is upon the waters; the God of glory thundereth: the Lord is upon many waters.
The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is full of majesty. The
voice of the Lord breaketh the cedars; yea, the Lord hreaketh the cedars of
Lebanon" (Psalms xxix. 3-5). There we see the strongest trees in His garden
can be broken by His voice; this is when they are answered by terrible things
in righteousness, and the Lord will make the voice of His power heard in the
hearts of His pe0ple. Again, it is the still small voice of love, softening the
hard and strong heart, melting it into subjection, and bringing it into perfect
No doubt this voice is most prized when
unison with the dictates of His will.
it brings words of peace and comfort to the soul, saying unto it, "I am thy salvation." The voice often comes in a way of Providence, bringing losses, crosses,
pain, sickness, and bereavements, calling loudly, "Set your affections 011 thiugs
above, not on things on the earth, for ye are dead, and your life is hid with
Christ in God" (Col. iii. 2,3). But whether in a way of Providence or grace,
whether in stern accents, or mildly spoken, it is ours to listen, since it always
comes in love. As a parent corrects a chilLi b(~callse he loves him, though to the
child the face mgy seem to wcar a frown, so does our heavenly Parent rebuke
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His errin~ ones for their profit, that they may be partakers of His holinegs. Not
that He loves to usc tile rod, but He loves to see His own blessed image and
likeness reUected in His children. Diligently then should we hearken to His
voice. The third and last clause is sweet appropriation, " Cause me to hear it."
The poor soul, lilee a spoiled child, is not content with such a measure of notice
as is accorded to the family as a whole, but craves for a special mark of attention,
to be bestowed upon himself. This language is, "Bless me, even me, 0 my
Father: grant me a manifestation of Thy love to my soul, a sweet token again
that Thou art mine. Thou knowest the coldness of my heart to Thee, my
wanderings and shortcomings, how easily I am led astray after trifles; what
power sin and Satan have to tempt; how I am harassed by vain thoughts and
foolish imaginations, and, worst of all, such deadness and indifference in Thy
service: yet in this sore plight, I woulcllift up my eyes to Thee, and say, ' Speak,
Lord, for Thy servant beareth.' If Thou hast spoken, and I am inattentive,
, cause me to hear Tby voice:' Thou lmowest I love the joyful sound, whether
it comes in tbe Gospel preached through the medium of the written word, when
I am heard and answered at a throne of grace, or in communion with others of
Thy people.
Thou lmowest how greatly I long after Thee; 'As the hart
panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after Thee, 0 God.'
, For when I find Thou'rt gone,
And I am left alone;
No real joy I have beside,
Then Saviour, dear, with me abide.' "
These are some of the exercises of a Spirit-taught soul, and, as one lately said,
" The fathers in Christ have to come back to the state of little children, and have
need of the sealing home to them again and again that blessed truth, , your sins
are forgiven you for His name's sake' (1 John ii. 12)." It is the opinion of many
the time is not far distant when the Saviour's voice will be heard in His second.
ad vent to our earth, and that the year 1860 will be a momentous one; but whatever be its mission, the times and the seasons are known only to God, therefore
it would be unwise to speculate on coming events; many things, however, concur
in these days to warrant the Church militant in assuming a watching, waiting
posture, and follow the advice of her Lord: "When these things begin to come
to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh"
(Luke xxi. 28). Of one thing we are certain, the voice will come to eachof us sooner
or later, calling upon us to leave everything here below, and cross the river Jordan.
May it be a wdcome sound, and may we be enabled to say, with the Apostle
Paul, when the time of his departure was at hand, " I have fought a good fight, I
have finished my course; I have kept the faith; henceforth there is laid up for
me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me
at that day; and not to me only, but unto all them also that love His appearing"
(2 'rim. iv. 7,8). "Behold I come quickly; the Spirit and the Bride say, Come.
Even so, come, Lord Jesus." May the Lord prepare all His waiting ones for
that solemn time, when He shall descend from heaven with a shout to receive
them up unto Himself, and we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as
He is.
lIfanchester.
A LITTLE ONE.
,Ve are generally in the habit of surveying grave truths at a distance, so that
we have only a diminutive view of things which are colossal in size, and amazing
in importance.
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STRAY THOUGHTS.
Two weighty words-sin and salvation. The good in the latter outweighs the
evil in the former. Salvation can destroy the evil arising from sin, but sin
cannot destroy the good arising from salvation. These words are great enemies
to each other-they never can be friends; and, if sin could possibly keep out
of the reach of salvation, undoubtedly it would do so; but, if salvation sets out
in pursuit after sin, it will be sure to find it, aud also master it. Salvatioll is
sin's master; not the Pope, nor the free-will of man. No, no; salvation is the
only thing a poor sinner can have which sin cannot get the mastery of or over.
It can gd the mastery over his head, hands, feet, eyes, tongue, heart, thoughts,
temper, will, affections, &c.; but only let God;s right arm bring sltlvation to a
poor sinner's soul, and here is something sin cannot overcome. True, it may
rave and rage agaiust it, but that is all. Something more than teetotalism,
reformatories, mechanics' institutes, &c., are required to master sin, however
good these things may be. Sin can throw down the temporary good raised by
such agencies. The time will never COllie when sin will drive salvation out of
the world; but the period will arrive when salvation will drive sin out of it.
That certainly must be the greatest good Which is destined to subdue and
destroy the greatest evil. Thank God-the Triane Jehovah-for salvation.
•Job said, " Teach me, and I will hold my tongue" (Job vi. 24). It is very
difficult on some occasions to hold the tongue. Some persons find it easier to
hold their money than their tongues. How often we feel when suffering from
" the scourge of the tongue," tbat we could gladly hold the tongues of others,
and yet neglect to hold our own! 'fhe attempts we make to hold our tongues
sometimes prove as unsuccessful as though we tried to hold an eel. Where can
the man be found who has tamed his tongue?
Those only who are bought with blood are taught by grace. Gracious teaching
alone can rightly fit a man for Gospel preaching. It is the lack of this kind
of teaching, and the prominence given to mere human teaching, that has brought
things to such a sad state as at present. Nothing but pure Gospel preaching can
satisfy those persons who are favoured with gracious teaching. No persons can
detect unsound preaching like those who are blessed with gracious teaching. In
repentance, it is not the dead one coming to the living oue, but the living one
coming to the dead one: this is repentance unto life.
The more we know experimentally of the Lord's right doing, the more shall
we see, and know, and lament about our wrong doing.
There are no lessons so humbling as those learnt at the feet of Jesus.
.. No lie is of the truth." How many errors we have about us! Where did
we get them from? Not from" the truth." ''''hat sad traces are left behind,
in the best men, of their dtalings with" the father of lies," or of his dealings
with them! The truth taught internally by the Holy Spirit, will enable a man
to reject the errors taught externally, no matter where and by whom EO taught.
The best of saints may leside in the worst of places: "They of Cre.ar's
household salute you."
Is there not much evil done in the Lord's name? If men, when about to do
Satan's work, were to say, " Now, we are just going to do certain things in the
name of the devil," we should then be aware of them, and their doings; but
how often it is that Satan's wOlk is ILOst effectually done in tbe Lord's name:
hence many are deceived.
Those whom the Lord leads, He feeds. No leading, no feeding.
What a good thing it is to be enabled to take hold of the right things in the
right way, antI in the right place, and at the right time.
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Our greatcst trials may come from those who profess to be our most intimate
friends.
It is possible to pray so as to please men, and yet offend God. Many of the
prayers which God hears and accepts are never heard by mortal ears. God
frequently gives public answers to private prayers, and private answers to
public prayers. That prayer cannot fall to the ground which the Holy Spirit
indites.
" Christ died for our sins;" and not only so, but He has bought the people
for whose sins He died. "Ye are bought with a price." Can anything be
added to this price? or is anything required to be joined to it? If so, who is
to supply the deficiency? What a mercy to feel we have "nothing to pay."
Did the dear Saviour ask His people's consent to buy them? Had He not the
Father's command and consent to do so? Was not this enough? "Thou hast
given commandment to save me." '1 I have finished the work Thou gavest me
to do."
What an honour it is to be the child of Him who knows everything, who
sees everything, who made everything, and to whom all things belong!
What a stay and comfort to the sonl to feel the witness of the Spirit in
seasons of trial! It is possible to \1 se the words of adoption with the tongue,
and yet not feel the spirit of adoption in the heart. See John viii. 41The internal teachings of God the Holy Spirit are never opposed to the
written word.
The Holy Spirit leads into the truth. If any are led from the truth, they
may be assured the Holy Spirit is "not their leader.
.
There can be no safe ending without a right beginning.
Those who are blessed with God's powerful protection, are favoured with His
gracious and wise direction. Those whom He protects, He directs.
The sweetest note that can be sounded on the Gospel harp is "Election."
Take this away, and it would be like an instrument out of tune. Oh, how
humbling, and yet how cheering, it is to feel that I am " loved with an everlasting love!"
Christ, in order to bring poor sinners up to His glorious throne, came down
into the dungeon of their sins.
The child of God, within a few moments of each other, is both hopeful and
doubtful.
Some people's religion begins with peace (so called), and ends in trouble.
God's religion commences in trouble, and ends in peace.
Sin's tronbles last longer than sin's pleasures.
It is one thing to talk respectfully; it is quite another thing to walk circumspectly.
Where does tbe worst thing in the world dwell, namely, sin? Let tbe apostle
Paul answer: " Sin, that dwelleth in me." Some persons might think tbat would
have been the last place to have found sin; yet there it was. Reader, have
you been brought here in soul experience? If the" old man" at any time looks
like a saint, he never feels like one. Praying and preaching do not improve him.
Those wbo are most acquainted with tbe evil properties of the "old man,"
are generally most familiar '\\ ith the good properties of the "new man."
That wbich is pleasant to the" old man" is grievous to tbe " new man." May not
a moment's pleasnre to the one occasion a year's pain to the other? The food
tbat suits the one does not agree with the otber. Neither do they look in the
same direction: one looks from God, the other looks to Him. The" old man"
likes the pleasnres which sin brings, which are only "for a season;" but he
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does not like the sufferings and sorrows which it brings. He never complains
of sinning too much, although he will sometimes cOilJphtin of suffering so muchshowing that he likes sinning better than suffering. Where is the only place
In heaven. He could not live in the
where the" old man" cannot live?
atmosphere of heaven.
The possesoion of the grace of G05pel promises will lead to the practice of
Gospel precepts.
If there be in the heart the root of grace, will there not be the practical
effects thereof in the life? A person may be blessed when he does not feel at
rest. A place of blessing is not always a place of resting. Heaven will be a
place both of blessing and resting. When the child of God meets with such a
place here (which is but seldom), he then feels as Peter when he said, " Master,
it is good to be here." Hell is a place where there is no blfssing nor resting:
" They rest not day nor night." When God is not resting His people, He may
be testing them.
Sal an may push at God's elect, but he cannot hush them; for they" cry day
and night unto Him."
Hearty cries and wet eyes often go togetlJCr. See John xi. 33-35.
The Lord's dear people like to hear more abont the Holy Spirit's internal
working, than man's external doing.
Dursley.
F. F.

EVENTIDE.
" What will ye do in the end thereof? "-JER. v. 31.
I DO not know, reader, what I should do in the end thereof, if I could not feel
that my seul was in Jesus' hands. Time flies with such rapidity that I, for one,
should be positively frightened if I did not live under a ~ense of security in Christ
Jesus. Here is another year fast closing upon us. To those who find little to
do, it may have appeared to have dragged on heavily; but to those whose cares
and duties are many, it ~eems but a few weeks ~go since wc stood on its threshold, and now it is fast going, and soon will be gone. The fashion of this world
passeth away, but the Lord is my portion, can the Christian say, "My hope is
in Him, and I am safe in His keeping." They tell us that 1866 is to be an
eventful year, but what matter? if in Christ, we sball be with Him. Oh blessed
hope! a few more tossings on life's tempestuous sea, and then at peace on the
calm bosom of eternal bliss; a few more briery steps in the wilderness, and then
safely sheltered in our Father's Home; a few more intervening clouds, and then
shall we see Jesus face to face.
" So when the rolling stream of time
Has opened to a boundless sea,
Lord, will we raise that song suhlime,
All houour, glory, and power to Thee."

Bury St. Edmunds.

G. C.

A S soon as a sinner believes, God sets His mark upon him (Eph. iv. 30 ; Rev.
vii. 3). The seal of the Spirit is a protection from all real evil-so tbat whatever befals him he may be sure it is all for his good.
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DIVINE FAITHFULNESS.
"If wc believe not, yet He abidethfaithful; He cannot den!! Himself." -2 T Hr. ii.13.
Tms is the only true and secure anchorage-ground for a poor soul tossed amid
the waves of doubt and perplexity:-to know that God cannot alter His word;
that it is impossible that He should lie j that were He to deviate from His
infinite perfection He wonld cease to be a perfect being, and consequently
would cease to be God; to know, too, that He is faithful in the midst of the
unfaithfulness, and perpetual starting aside of His child; faithful in the depth
of the deepest affliction; faithful when earthly hopes wither and human cisterns
are broken, and when the soul is led to exclaim, " His faithfulness hath failed!"
Oh, what a spring to a tried and drooping faith in this view which God Himself
has given of His own glorious and perfect character 1 It is no small triumph of
faith to walk with God, when all is darkness with the soul and there is no light;
to feel amid the roaring of the waves that still Be is faithful; yea, though he
slay, yet the soul can trust Him j that though He were to take all else away
He would never remove Himself from His people. Oh, glorious triumph of
faith! "Who is among you that feareth the LOl'd, that obeyeth the voice of
His servant, that walketh in darkness and hath no light? Let him trust in
the name of the Lord, and stay upon his God."-Dr. Winslow's" Morning
Thoughts."

(!I;orresuonh£lttt.
A FEW WORDS ABOUT PRAYER.
To the ErlitOl' of the Gospel A-fa.qazine.
SIR,-It will be a surprise to many if the Editor of the Gospel
lJ1agazine allows the remarks of Mr. Wallinger on prayer (which this month
appears) to pass without note or comment, and I may say censure; for what is
it. but an attempt. to stifle prayer? Who amongst God's regenerated family can
live ~ithout prayer for t.he wife or the child? I cannot; and by God's help I
hope not to cease to do so to the last day and hour of my life. And where in
all t.he Word of God am I forbidden to do so? They may be answered when I
am no more. If no prayers are to be put up until the poor soul can be satisfied
that it is of the Spirit's inditing, and until he can feel a spirit of liberty in the
act, few would go up. The best prayers I believe consist in groans and sighs,
and often in great bondage in feeling, instead of fdt liberty. Another day shows
from whence the prayer sprang, whether of the LOl'd or not. It is no easy
matter very often to see whether the prayer is altogether free from the flesh;
there is often a mixture of flesh and un belief with the Spirit and faith, as it
comes forth from a poor sinful creature, even though regenerate. Indeed, in
the unregenerate it is quite destitute of the Spirit and of faith; but Mr. W. is
addressing believers. But let those
" Dream not of faith so clear,
As shuts all doubting out."
And with the Spirit there will often be the flesh attendant, though they are in
themselves quite distinct.
Dear old John Bunyan has given a most beautiful description of real prayer
in the case of Mercy and Christian. Mercy thought she would try to knock
DEA.R
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once more, but she did not know how she did it, for she fell down in a swoon:
but it appears to have been a thundering knock, though she knew it not. This
does not seem to support Mr. vV.'s idea of prayer, when he tells poor souls they
are to be sure their prayer is of the Spirit's inditing, and that they have liberty
of spirit in the act, &c. Some of the believers' hest prayers appear to them as
no prayer at all. J acob wrestled hard, and afterwards discovered that the Lord
was in the place, but not at the time of wrestling. What did the poor woman
know feelingly that her prayer was of the Spirit's inditing when she sought a
crumb from the Master's tahle, and when told by Him. that it was not meet to
give the children's bread to dogs. "They knew not that I healed them; I
drew them with cords of a man, with bands of love." Though they are really
under divine teaching and divine drawing, yet at the time they know it not. A
felt sense of want, and faith in Him who alone can supply their need, is a sufficient warrant to seek unto Him by prayer and supplication, making their
requests known with thanksgiving.
Z.
[Our correspondent will, we are sure, bear with us when we say, we think he
l1a~ quite misunderstood our dear brother, Mr. WALLINGER. We are sure he
would agree with e'l'erythil1g which our correspondent has just advanced in
regard to the admixture of doubt and fpar and trembling of heart in which the
prayers of the'Lord's dear people are offered. Mr. W ALLINGER has personally
been too familiar for many, many years, with what the apostle meant when he
Eaid, " We that are in this tabernacle do gronn, being burdened," to call in
qUfstir,n for 0ne mom~nt the fact that some of the most accfptable aud prevailing
pleas are preEentpd at the throne amid sighs and sobg, tears and entreatifs. All
such wre~tlers know the blessedness of the mercy, that" the Spirit itself maketh
intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered." What we understoed :Mr. ALLINGliR to mean was, that we need beware of our fleshly prayers,
or, in other words, of " asking the Lord for this, that, or the other thing merely as
a relief or a gratification to the flesh." He meant, we conceive, just what the
apostle James meant, when he said, "Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask
am.iss, that ye may consu me it upon your lusts (margin, pleasures)."-En.]

'V

SACRED MAXIMS.
MINISTERS should never be found where they cannot appear in their true
character; let them put this question to themselves, What business have I where
my Master is unacceptable?
Every sermon you have heard, and every text which has given you uneasiness, will condemn you, if you die rejectors of Christ.
Every Christian should be a preacher in his own family and to his friends.
All sacrifices which Christians may be obliged to make are small when compared to the sacrifice of a good conscience.
J ems has trodden every step in the way of temptation, and sanctified it.
It is a great trial to gracious souls when they cannot draw nigh to God, and
when He does not draw nigh to them.
The way of God's people is ordered for them-yes, every step of the way.
There is nothing in trials, contemplated in themselves, that prove those
.suffering under them to be the children of God, nor can they cleanse from a
single sin. How often do we see men writhing under them descend to the
blackness of darkness for ever.
W. BORROWS.

t
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"HIM THAT HONOURETH ME I WILL HONOUR."
My DEAR MR. DOUDNEY,-According to promise, I will jot down as well as I
can remember the account of the circumstances which led to the dismissal from
the service of two artillery officers for not saluting the host at Malta, about the
year 1825, as I had it from the elder officer's lips the other day.
Colonel A--, late of a militia regiment, at my request entered pretty fully
iuto the matter as follows :-Malta, at which place I was stationed about the
year '25, as captain of artillery, has three divisions of town-two being on
opposite sides of the narrow harbour. Soon after the commencement of my
service tl1ere, 1 was called upon in the course of duty to be in charge of a
detachment of men, the opposite side to tile principal force, constituting a guard
there, a part of which guard, among other employments, had to be placed at the
control of' the Romish priests (the officer of the guard attending), for the purpose
of discharging certain salutes upon the ringing of certain bells, or receiving
certain signals from the priests, during parts of the carrying out of some Romish
idolatrous ceremonies.
I on the occasion of being first called on to officiate, not having thought over
the subject deeply, went through it with much disgust, and then made up my
mind that if called upon to un(lertake such a duty aga.in, to respectfully remon·
strate against taking part, as a Protestant, in such idolatrous ceremonies.
Time rolled on, and it came to the turn of my lieutenant, D--, to take
charge of the detachment over there about the time that the above-named
ceremonies were to be celebrated; and on the day arriving I was in conversation
with Major A--, my superior officer, and he presently said, "See what this
fellow D-- has been about! He has been writing to remonstrate against
being called on to salute during tbis ceremony;" adding sometbing to the effect
that it was absurd and foolish for bim to do so. I said unofficially, " A--, if
I were in bis place 1 should pursue exactly the same course." (1 may here
mention that D-- did not know tbat I thought so strongly on the subject, as
in a former conversation I had rather cold-shouldered the matter.)
A-- and I parted company, and he referred to the Deputy Adjutant
General, with D --'s letter, and received the intimation from him, " Oh, send
A--." So presently A-- returned to me, and delivered me a letter, in
which I was directed to repair to the otber side of tbe harbour and relieve
I"ieutenant D--, and receive from him certain instructions relative to certain
salutes which were to be fired, and to carry them into effect. Upon which I
told A--, unofficially, " Directly I get there, 1 shall write similarly to D--'s
letter," and started across. Peor D-- burst into tears on finding me, a
Christian friend, drawn into the same difficulty; but saying, "Never mind, D--,
give me pen, ink, and paper," 1 sat down and wrote, respectfully remonstratil}g,
and begging to be excused from joining in a Popish idolatrous ceremony., As I
was signing my name, Major A-- was announced, having come over immediately after me. I rose, and presented my letter to him as he entered. He
received it wit.h a shrug, and said, " V0ry wdl ; call the garrison gunner;" and
went out and took charge of firing the salutes himself. The correspondence was
forwarded to the military governor, and a court-martial ordered; the sentence
of which was dismissal from the service of Captain A-- for disobedience of
orders in not carrying into execution certain orders which he had received relative
to cel,t:tin salutes. Lieutenant D-- was also sentenced to dismissal. The
pp
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Court found an able man in D--, wq.Q!U t1).ey attempted at first to bully, but
who so compelled them to respect by]:lis weighty words. We were returned to
duty while the mll-tter was pending,* befor~ the d~cision was ratified in England,
and were really on duty for several months after the time of remonstrance. At
last the return mail arrived, on the Sunday, and the Adjutant (not Deputy
Assistant Adjutant-General) in kindness did not give me the home endorsement
of the sentence till late in the evening. It came; and I experienced a pang at
heart on finding myself launched penniless upon the world with three motherless
little children, conscious that my brother, who was well ofl', would not help me,
as he ,had expressed himself so angrily at my conduct. The Lord gave me
sweet comfort in the words coming with power, "Jehovah-Jireh, the Lord will
provide," however; and I was enabled to sleep sweetly and calmly, resting
upon Him for the future.
The following morning the private-letter mails were distributed, and a letter
came for me from my brother, in which he had completely changed his senti.
ments; and now approved cordially of what I had done, and desired me to bring
my children home to the care of my mother, and that he would give me £200
a-year. I could not but know that the Lord indeed had provided, and that His
blessing was about me. So glad at heart was I, that the authorities were
displeased at seeing me so much at ease, and expressed surprise at it, not knowing what the Lord had done for me.
In process of time, we went home, and I went as arranged to my brother's
house; but shortly to see him die. With him the annual sum went, but the
Lord again came to help me, and gave me a position in the Excise Office, where
I was enabled to make the acquaintance of many influential men, and arrange
for pleading my cause before the public. Kind Christians in England had come
forward extremely liberally to the amount of £1,800, which sum was given
according to the relative value of our commissions. When my dear mother died,
I was put in possession of her property, and enabled to marry again. In the
year 1855, in consequence of the Government having declined to hold a court·
martial on an officer who had done duty since the offence charged, in conformity
with military custom, I brought my case forward as a similar one, and was
reinstated (after the lapse of thirty years, or about that) to my rank of
captain, and given a position of major in the militia regiment of which I afterwards became colonel. Thus the Lord has given me twice as much as I should
have possessed in the ordinary way of promoti0n and retirement. D-- was
cut by his relatives, but, living carefully and economically, studied at Dublin,
took a high degree, and immediately obtained clerical employment, which
resulted in continued preferment. He is now dead.
Believe me, affectionately yours in the hope of grace,
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E. P.
POPERY.
LEARN to view Popery in a true light, as a conspiracy to exalt the power of the
clergy, even by subjecting the most sacred truths of religion to contrivances for
raising their authority, and by offering to the world another method of being
saved besides that preEcribed in the Gospel. Popery is a mass of impostures,
supported by men who manage them with great advantages, and impose them
with inExpressible severities on those who dare call anything in question that
they dictate to them.-Burnet's Hist07"y of His Own Times.

* I am Dot sure whether the return to duty was betweEn tbe remonstrance and tbe
Malta comt.martial, or between the latter and the English Government's ratification of
the sentence. Suffice it that tbey were on duty for some months.-E P.
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HOMAN CATHOLIC NOTIONS Ol? MORALITY AND RELIGION.
WE invite attention to a case which will be found reported under the head of
Cl GuildhalL"
It is a case the importance of which cannot be exaggerated. We
nil know that it is a cardinal doctrine of the Church of Rome that the end
sanctifies the means, and that deliberate falsehood may be resorted to to promote
a particular purpose. But the world has rarely seen a more striking practical
illustration of this than was recently furnished at the Guildhall Police-court.
The Roman Catholic defendant in the case comes forward, through his counsel,
and before the world proclaims himself the slanderer of a lady; acknowledges
that there was not one word of truth in all that he said against her characterthat, in fact, he knew nothing against her; and that, in the frightful calumnies
which he circulated regarding her, he was, as a Roman Catholic, influenced
solely by his religious views I And, most astounding of all, he avows in open
court that this lady, being obnoxious to popish priests and other adherents of
the Church of Rome, he thought, in seeking to destroy her character, by charges
of the very worst description, and which he invented, he was doing a good
action. Any comment on this would only weaken its force. A feeling of
horror will arise in the minds of all classes of men as they read the simple
narrative; and we are sure that there are myriads among the Roman Catholics
themselves who will share that feeling as largely as the rest of the community.

-Morning Advertiser.

BIBLE DESECRATION AT OUGHTERARD.
WE learn from the Galway Expl'ess that two cases of this character having
been recently committed in this town, Mr. Knox made use of the most laudable
exertions to find oI;lt the guilty parties, in order to bring them to justice. The
first case brought before the magistrates was one of burning the Bible. Several
young persons were called upon to answer to the charge. The first witness
called was Biddy DonneJIan, a gid of about thirteen years of age. She refused
to be sworn, and persisted in saying that she did not know the nature of an oath.
James Donncllan was sworn, but would not identify any of the parties accused.
Mrs. COllnor sworn: Saw t.he fire on the street on 10th of June last; saw some
leaves which she took from the fire; they were the leaves of the Bible; a
considerable part of one leaf was burnt off; that which remained had the mark
of burning upon it; 5he could not identify any of the parties accused. Owing
to the want of identification in connexion with the evidence, the magistrates
decided that they could not proceed with the case. The next case was one of
purchasing Bibles and Testaments for waste paper, knowing them to be stolen
goods. Evidence in proof was given, but the Rev. J. Henry, Wesleyan minister,
wbo appeared as complainant., stated that his only object was that the public
might be informed of the crime of dEsecrating Ihe Holy Scriptures, and to
prevent a recurrence of it for the future. He did not wish to press the ca~e any
further. The magistrates concurred, but strongly expressed their opinion on the
nature of the ('flence, and that the desecration of God's word is not to be
tolerated, it being a crime against the law of God and the realm. Other
instances of such desecration were mentioned, and it appears that a writer in the
Connaught Patriot openly oefends the act of burning Protestant Bibles as perversiOIJS of the word of God. It is only right to add that the opinion expressed
Ly a Roman Catholic magistrate (Mr. George Burke) contJ:8sted honouJ:ably
with such detestable sentiments.
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By the
Author of "God is Love," "Our Heavenly Home," &0., &c. London:
Darton and Co.
WE have received this new volume from the pen of Mr. GUAN'r at too late a
period of the month to enable us to notice it in our present number of the Gospel
Magazine at any length. All we can do i3 to indicate the contents of the book,
and to quote the Preface, from which our readers will be able to form a correct
idea of the nature of the work, and the object which Mr. GRANT has in view in its
publication. We shall just give
The End of All Things; or, The Coming and Kingdom of Christ.

THE AUTHOR'S PREFACE.
" If I were to consult my own inclinations, I would never engagc in theological
controversy. There is nothing more uncongenial to my mind. Yet there are occasions
when it behoves every Christian to sacrifice his private tastes to a sense of public
duty, and to do all th"t lies in his power to resist the progress of error by earnestly
contending for thr. faith once delivered to the saints.
"The duty is one which I now feel called on to discharge in relation to the present
position of Millenarianism. l'tegarding, as I do, the class of vicws indicated by that
term as being opposed to the Word of God, and as involving dcplorable consequences
to true religion, I feel that obligations of the most solemn kind are imposed upon me
to do everything I can to expose the errors of the Millenarian system. But, while
feeling this duty to be imperative, it is with a special reluctance that I undertake its
performance, because it so happens that a very large number of my most revered private friends, both among the clergy and laity, arc as firm believers in the doctrine of
a personal reign of Christ on eartl., with His saints, for a thousand years, as they are
in any other doctrine eontaincd in the Scriptures. I need, therefore, scarcely say that,
if religious controversy is entirely foreign to my feelings, it must be doubly so when
that controversy is with Christian friends for whose character I cherish the very highest
regard. I could name numbers among contemporary Millenarians for whom, as the
result of a personal intimacy with them, I not only entertain the most profound
esl;eem, but would, in other respects, willingly and humbly sit at their feet. 'rheyare
alike eminent for the greatness of their talents-for their deep and sustained spiritualit,y
of mind-for a habitually close walk with God-for their exemplary conduct in the
society and sight of their fellow-men-and for their devotedness to the cause of Christ
and of souls. It is, indeed, to the fact that so many of my greatest Christian friends,
equally remarkable for their gifts and graces, believe in the personal reign of Christ
on earth, and the other Millenarian notions which cluster around the personal reign
as the great central doctrine,-that my attention has been called to the subject, and
that I have been led to engage in its investigation.
"It is desirable for the purpose of removing misconception that I should here state
that, in conceding the title of Millenarians to those to whom I am opposed on the question
of the personal reign of Christ on earth for a thousand years, I do not, for myself,
renounce the name of the Millenarian in the sense in which that word points to a future
reign of Christ on earth. So far from this, I glory in my Millellarianisrn. I feel a
perfect conviction, and I rejoice in it, tbat there will be a period of future spiritual
glory in the Church of God on earth, which will well deserve the name of Millennial.
I believe that, through the spread of the Gospel in the world, and the practical adoption
of its principles, the time will come when the earth will be full of the knowledge of
the Lord, and that the holy principles of Christ's holy religion will acquire snch an
ascendancy in men's hearts, and exercise so great and salutary am influence on their
lives, as that, speaking figurativ,ely in the language of Scripture, Christianity, in the
higher acceptation of the term, will cover the earth liS the waters cover the channel
ofthe great deep. That, however, is a very different thing from those Millenarian

l

DOOO'"uCI' I, l~f:;(j.]

TIn: GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

57J

views whioh have as their ground and pillar the dootrinc of the personal reign of
Ohrist OIL eurLh for a thousand years. But, as those with whom I differ on the sUbjec~
imagine that they have an exclusive right to be considered Millenarians, I will,
throughout my volume, make, for the sake of argument, that concession to tlIem.
When, therefore, I use the word.' Millenarian,' I wish it to be understood that by that
term I mean those who believe in the personal reign of Christ on earth, with his
saints, for the period of a thousand years.
. " It is equally due to myself and to my readers that I should here mention that, so
far from having engaged in the examination of the claims of Millenarianism, under the
influence of prejudices against the system, I could almost have wished that the conclusions to which I should come, might be in accordance with Millenarianism, because
so great and growing a proportion of the excellent of the earth have embraced the
doctrine of the personal reign of Christ for a thousand years, with those other Millenarian sentiments which gather around that central portion of the Millennial system.
To guard against the possibility of being prejudiced against Millenarianism while
Jlursuing my inquiries, I scrupulously avoided the perusal of any book of an anti·
Millenarian character. I confined myself solely to Millenarian works while preparing
the materials for this volume. 1 have no doubt that a goodly number of the arguments
which I have used have been employed by previous writers on the same side of the
question. But the book now in the hands of the reader is just as original as if no
other author had preceded me in the advocacy of the views which I have herc brought
forward. When I had finished my manuscript, 1 consulted some of the leading anti.
Millenarian writers, lest I should [lave overlooked any fact or argument of importance.
In the very few cases in which I have referred to the reasonings of others who have
taken the same side of the question as myself, I have duly mentioned the names and
quoted the words of the authors.
" '1'he result of my thorough examination of the Millenarian system is a profound
conviction that that system is without the shadow of a foundation in Scripture. 1
feel a firm persuasion that, so far from this, it is at variance with the Word of God.
"And, having this persuasion, no one will be surprised when 1 express my thorough
conviction that the time will come when the Millenarian scheme will completely col·
lapse, just as it did in the third century, immediately after Origen made his attack
upon it. For centuries after the assault of Origen, Millenarianism was hardly heard
of except as a matter of history. I firmly believe not only that the day will come,
but that it is not distant, when we shall witness the extinction of the Millenarian
scheme, and t.hat the matter for marvel will be that it ever could have acquired a
footing among the Evangelical denominations of Christendom. Just now Millenarianism, in the sense in which thc word denotes a belief in the personal reign of Christ
on earth, with the concomitant doctrine of the reign of the saints with our I.ord, is
making amazing progress. I am satisfied, from what I personally know myself of the
extent to which it prevails, that more than half of the Evangelical clergy of the Church
of England are at this moment Millenarians.
" But that fact does not diminish my confidence in the ultimate, and not remote,
extinction of the Millennial system. It often happens, as all history, and especially
ecclesiastical history attests, that it is just as some particular system of belief has
acquired its greatest footing in the world or in the Church, that the reaction corn·
mences; and whcn it does, such reaction is usually rapid and complete. What, above
all things, tends to produce the impression in my mind that Millenarianism has
reached its culminating point, and that a speedy collapse may be expected, is the fact
that it has of late run so wild, or degenerated into such astounding extravagances,
that tbe more sober of its adherents will have the conviction forced upon them, that
the whole system is based in error. The belief, already very prevalent, and still
rapidly extending of a secret coming of Christ and a secret rapture of the Church-a
subject to which I have devoted a chapter in this volume-is one of those exceedingly
extravagant Ilotions. So astounded and grieved, indeed, are some of the ablest and
most eminent of living Millenarians at the extravagances which are mixed up with the
Millenarianism of many contemporary believers in the personal reign of Christ, that
they have told me they would rather abjure Millenarianism altogether than be supposed to have any sympathy with many of the views which are entertained and advo-
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cated by others of their body. And some of these latter, I ought to mention, have no
inconsiderable standing in the Millenarian world.
"I had 110t gone far in the preparation of this volume before I found that it would
be impossible to do anything like justice to my subject in one volume. A seeond and
concluding volume will, therefore, shortly follow the publication of the present, and
will be uniform with it in size and price. One great advantage of bringing out a
second volume, after an interval of some months, will be, that it will furnish me with
an opportunity of adverting, should I deem it necessary, to any antagonistic observa.
ti0!ls which may be made in the interval on the present volume, by Millenarian
wrIters.
"To the end that Millenarianism may all the sooner cease to exist, it is the
bounden duty of those who see it in the light in which it appears to me, to do all they
can to bring about this consummation. I feel that in this matter the Church of
Christ has been remiss in its duty. While Millenarians have been zealous and
untiring in their efforts to spread their principles by means of the pulpit, the press.
and private conversation, we who are anti-Millenarians have been comparatively
indifferent and inactive. While the others have done so much, we have scarcely
done anything. MiIlenarian productions, in every conceivable variety of form, from
goodly volumes down to pamphlets and tracts, have been issued from the press almost
in legions. And what has been done by those who are as opposed to Millenariani~m
as myself, to counteract the effect of this army of Millenarian publications? With
the exception of "The Second Advent," by the Rev. Dr. Urwick, of Dublin, pub.
lished nearly thirty years ago; the work of the Rev. Dr. Brown, of Glasgow,
nearly twenty years since; the volume by Lord Waldegrave, .Bishop of Carlisle,
some years later; and the" Millennial Studies" of the Rev. W. P. Lyon, of Tunbridge Wells, which appeared in 1856,-1 know of no work o(any size or pretensions
whieh, for upwards of a quarter of a century, has been written with the view of
cxposing the errors and arresting the progress of Millenarianism.
"Is this as it ought to be? Do those who share my views on the subject of
Millenarianism feel that they arc faithful to their principles in thus remaining silent
and inactive, while they wit.ness the rapid strides which that system is making in the
Church? I leave the matter with tbemselves. Let their own consciences answer
the question. MiIlenarianism has its organization in the metropolis and the provinces;
why should not we have the same, and thus bring a systematic opposition to bear
against that system?
"Hitherto all the advantages, so far as relates to discussions on the subject, have
been on the side of the believers in the personal reign of Christ. They have made
themselves acquainted with the question of MilIenarianism; whereas the great masS
of Christians belonging to our Evangelical denominations have never given a moment's
consideratiun to the subject., and consequently they are easily vanquished in argu·
ment with Millenarians. This state of things ought not any longer to exist.
"Impressed as I am wit.h the conviction that the progress of Millenarianism of
late years llas brought about a crisis in the Church of Christ, I am earnestly desirous
of doing my part towards exposing what I consider the great and grievous errors of
that system. It is with that view that this volume has been written. It will be
with the same view that the second and concluding volume will be speedily laid
before the religious public.
"I do not believe that Christians generally have any idea of the disastrous conse·
quences which have resulted from MiIlenarianism, and which will inevitably continue
to result from its prevalence, if something be not done effectually to grapple wit.h it
and precipitate its dissolution. It is one essential feature of the system-a feature
common t.o all its diversified forms-that the world will not be converted to Christ
until He comes again personally to Ieign on the earth, and that then the Jews,
previously restolcd to their own land in unbelief, but beeoming believers in Jesus of
Nazaretb, will be the honoured instruments chosm by God to bring about the
conversion of tlle world. What could be more natural, what more logical, than that
those who entertain tbis opinion should become inactive in the various fields of
mimonary labour? It will accordin!?Jy be fonrd tha1 cOlrparathely few ef the more
decided Milltnarians take a pllmintIJt part in the Bible, (}r missionary, or other
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sooieties instituted for the purpose of spreading the Gospel at home and abroad. I
could mention some Christians who were for many years among the most liberal
contributors to all the leading societies estahlished for the extension of Cb.ristianity,
but who, having become Millenarians, have almost entirely withdrawn their subscriptions from such societies, although their wealth has in the interim very greatly
increased.
"But this is only one of many of the deplorable consequences which flow from
Millenarianism. No one can have mixed much, as I h~ve done, among its adherents
without having been struck with the fact that their Millenarian views have acquired
an importance in their own eyes whicll has thrown other doctrines of paramount
importance comparatively into the shade. Their Millenarianism is with the;}l an
absorbing snbject. Almost everything else is subordinated to it. Many of them
speak of it as if it were one of the fllndamental doctrines of the Word of God. When
I come to the chapter, in my next and last volume, which will appear under the title
of 'The Undue Importance attached to Millenarianism, by those who have Embraced
it,' I shall, b.v specific references, establish this fact beyond all controvers.v.
"The leading subjects of my next and coucluding series will be-The Second
Coming of Christ-The First Resurrection-State of the Millennial earth-Differences
of Opinion among Millenarians-Difficulties Incident to Millenarianism-Undlle
Importance attached to Millenarianism by those who have EmbraceLI it~Conse
qnences of the Millennial Scheme-Conclusion.
" I trust I shall, in my second series, succeed in convincing all whose minds are
accessible to tbe force of evidence, that there never probably has been a question iu
theolog.v into whicll a greater aml)Unt of the purely fauciful element has been imported,
than will be found in many of the various hypotheses advanced by Millenarians.
One, indeed, becomes qnite bewildered by the number and natnre of Millennial
theories. Milton, in speaking of the angels who had gone be,yond their depth in their
reasonings on 'Providence, fix.ed fate, free-will, foreknowledge absolute,' represents
them as having' found no end, in wandering mazes lost.' No one can have read
much of modern Millennial literature, without lamenting tbat so great a number of
good and gifted men shonld be lost in the mazes of Millennarianism.
"I hope to be able, in my second and last volume, to justify the title which I have
adopted for my work, by showing that the Scriptures do not mean by 'THE EllD OF
ALL TJUNGS,' the' COMING' of Christ to reign personally on eart,h, but His' COMING :..
to judge the world at the last day, and then to establish His everlasting' KINGDOM'
in heaven.
"Before I conclude, let me express an earnest hope that n) single phrase or word
has fallen from my pen, in any part of this volnme, which could be deemed incompatible with that solemnity and kindliness of feeling which ought to characterize the
discussion of all controverted religious questions. I trust it will be seen throughout
my pages, that I deeply grieve to have to differ from so many great and ~ood men as
are to be fonnd in the ranks of Millenarianism. Such diversity of sentiment on this
and on other questions, ought to make us who are believers in Christ rejoice with
unspeakable joy in the anticipation of that period when, having reached 'OUR
HEAVENLY HOME,' we shall, on all points, see eye to eye, all I be in perpetual as well
as perfect accord."
The following are the leading contents of the work :-Rise and Progress of
Millenarianism-Present State of the MilIenarian Question-Modern Millennial
Literature-Opinions of the Fathers, as bearing on the MiIlennial QuestionDistinguished Divines, Eminent Biblical Scholars, and Christian Poets who were
not Millenarians-The Literal Interpretation of Scripture-The Secret Coming
of Christ; the Rapture of the Saints-The Hope of the Church.
Although, as already expressed, so late in the month, we caunot but add, that
this volume appears at a most important juncture. Deeply read as Mr. GRANT
is in most religious works, and extensive as has been his personal knowledge of
the professing Church for many years, we are personally, the more thankful for the
appearance of this volume at the present time. Combating, as in the preface
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the reader will perceive he does, the opinions of so many men of our times, his
work will, to a certain extent, convulse Christendom. It is sure to make a
tremendous commotion among those who hold counter-opinions; but it will, at
the same time, lead others to think-to examine for themselves-and, we
doubt not, settle and establish many a wavering mind. We, therefore, most
heartily comrpend this volume to the prompt and serious perusal o( our readers.

Sunday Magazine. Edited by THOMAS GUTHRlF., D.D. Strahan and Co.
IT is an excellent companion for a Sunday at home, and contains articles on
various subjects, from which much information IIIay be gained. The first
volume is just completed, and would form a valuable addition to the library of a
Christian family.
Fireside Readings for Every Day in the Week.
A COLLECTION of papers gleaned from the pages of an excepent periodical..
The Family Treasury of Christian Reading.
GOT up in a wonderfully cheap form. We should hope it might have a wide
circulation.
Our Own Fi1·eside. Edited by the Rev. CHARLES BULLOCK.
W. Macintosh, Paternoster Row.
THIS magazine will be much valued during the long winter evenings. It con,
taills papers on Science, Art, and History; Leaves from the Book of Nature;
and Pleasant Readings for our Sons and Daughters. A piece of music, too, is
another addition. "Is the Cross heavy?" a hymn from the German, is especially
good.
The Missi'/1g Linl.~ Magazine. Edited by L. N. R.- 'fhe Book Society.
WE heartily sympathize with the editor of this magazine in losing a beloved
daughter, and trust she may soon be raised np and her hands strengthened
under this trying bereavement. Her mission is a most important one both at
home and abroad. The Bible-woman is often welcomed where others are
refused entrance.
A Funeral Sermon on the Occasion of the Death of Miss Eliza Jane Renard•
Preached in the CO'/1gregational Chapel, Camberwell New Road, on Sunday
Evening, Altgust 27, 1805. By the Rev. W. PASCOE TIDDY. Published
by request of her Family. London: W. H. Collingridge.
A CLEAR, scriptural, practical Eermon, which we would affectionately commend
to the attention of our young readers especially, inasmuch as it gives the dying
experience of one of themselves, in respect to age and earthly prospects.
The Sower. Houlston and Wright, Paternoster Row.
Is calculated to distribute much good seed.
The Sunday Teacher's Treasury. The Book Society.
WE need only repeat our fdrmer commendations of this work as very useful to
the class to whom it is addressed. Its lessons are clear llnd well defined.
The Mothe1"s T1·easury. The Book Society.
WE should like to find tbis periodical more in the hOUSES of the poor. To many
a mother and inexperienced housekeeper it would be found invaluable.

. London: W. H. Collingridgo, "Oity Press," 117 to 119, Aldersgate Street, RO.
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