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"Who comforteth us iu all our tribulatiou, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

THE FAREWELL TO 1866!
" .And thou shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy God led thee
these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to
know what was in thine hem't, whether thou u'ouldest keep His commandments, or nO."-DEUT..viii. 2.

it was a saying of an old divine, "Preach your frame;
there are those in the congregation whose cases you are sure to meet."
Now, if we are to adopt this course, in bidding farewell to 1866, and
all the years which have preceded it, the above precious portion will
best answer our purpose; for this, at the present, precisely expresses
what we feel. In all probability we have written upon the same
portion heretofore; but this we heed not. What the Lord is pleased
to give us, from time to time, we desire to receive with gratitude ,at
His hand; but we cannot st01'e it. We need it fresh and fresh from
the Fountain-head. Hence we must ask our readers' forbearance, if
at any time we should appear to traverse the ground a second time
with respect to the choice of a text. I~ is only as some special
case is brought before us, as opened out in 'some particular passage,
that we, as a rule, read again what the Lord gave us at the time to
write. And it is, as we have said, upon the principle that we want
renewed supply direct from His own adored Self.
Reader, it must have been a wondrous scene, when Moses, just at
the close of the fortieth year of their wanderings, stood forth in the
name of the Lord, and before the assembled hosts of Israel" to
rehearse in .their hearing all the righteous acts of the Lord. Not
only their then circumstances, but their position, tended to make his
z z
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address the more remarkable. They stood "on this side Jordan, in
the wilderness, in the plain over against the Red Sea." Hence it
was not that their imagination was wrought upon, but there lay
before the children of Israel plain historical facts, as far as locality
was concerned, in confirmation of the great truths in regard to their
route and wanderings, which Moses was then bringing before them.
And here, beloved, is the benefit arising from memor'ializr:ng, in some
way or other, the kind and gracious acts of the Lord. Our memories
are so treacherous. There is such an ever-constant proneness in us
to overlook our mercies, or, if even we catch a temporary glance at
them as they pass, we are equally prone to forget them. Hence we
need reminders. But for these-it may be, a record standing in
black and white before us-we really should have forgotten that such
and such things had ever happened, or such mercies ever had been
vouchsafed to us. Reader, is it not a fact? And have you not in
this, as well as for numberless other reasons, cause for deepest hearthumbling before the Lord? Alas, alas! how forgetful-as well as
unmindful-are we of His marvellous mercies and astounding lovingkindnesses! Surely, beloved, that was wise counsel given to the
prophet: "Set thee up waymarks, make thee high heaps: set thine
heart toward the highway, even the way which thou wentest: turn
again, 0 virgin of Israel, turn again to these thy cities" (Jer. xxxi.
21). Reader, have you any waymarks set up in token of the Lord's
personal acts of goodness and mercy towards you? Is there here and
there, along the chequered pathway of the wilderness, an Ebenezer"a stone of help"-set up? Can this place and that place bear
witness to Bethel-visits, Bethel-blessings, Bethel-vows? And do you
know what it is, in your revisits, either mentally or literally, to such
spots, for a dear and gracious God in covenant to draw nigh, and
whisper, "I am the God of Bethel, where thou anointedst the pillar,
and where thou vowedst a vow unto me?" As much as to say, "I
saw, and I approved of, what thou didst. It was an acceptable
service unto me." Reader, again we ask, Do you know anything of
it? Can trees and lanes and hedges-or streets, or factories, or
c0unting-houses-bear testimony to the fact, that in very deed you
have cried unto the Lord, and poured out your heart before Him,
that if He would but hear and help-strengthen and supply-defend
and deliver, that then He should indeed be your God, and you would
bless and praise and adSJ'e Him to the very end of your days? And
has He not heard, and heeded, beloved? Oh, what a God has He
proved! How merciful, and how gracious, and how long-suffering,
and how faithful, and how all-sufficient! Well might the prophet
exclaim, "Who is a God like unto Thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and
passeth by the transgression of the remnant of His heritage? He
retaineth not His anger for ever, because He delighteth in mercy"
(Micah vii. 18); and well does he add, for our further comfort and
encouragement, " He will turn again, He wtll have compassion upon
us; He will subdue our iniquities; and Thou wilt cast all their sins
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into the depths of the sea. Thou wilt perform the truth to J acob,
and the mercy to Abraham, which Thou hast sworn unto our fathers
from the days of old" (Micah vii. 19, ~O). Why, reader, we know
one who sometimes tells the Lord that if, after all, He sends him to
hell, he will speak well of His dear and blessed name even there ;£'01'
truly He is a good and gracious God, "wonderful in counsel, and
excellent in working."
But with respect to the remembrance of which Moses speaks:
" Thou shalt remember all the way by which the Lord thy God led
thee these forty years in the wilderness." Mark, beloved, it was the
Lord's doings. He it was who took them in hand, and guided them
with the skilfulness of His hands, according to that precious Scripture, "For the Lord's portion is His people; J acob is the lot of His
inheritance. He found him in a desert land, and in the waste
howling wilderness; He led him about, He instructed him, He kept
him as the apple of His eye. As an \'lagle stirreth up her nest, fiuttereth over her young, spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them,
beareth them on. her wings: so the Lord alone did lead him, and
there was no strange god with him" (Deut. xxxii. 9-12). You will
observe, beloved, that this was part of the 5ame testimony (expressed
by Moses in the hearing of the people) as that under consideration.
All goes to prove the boundless love, divine compassion, and nevervarying faithfulness of a covenant God.
Mark, however, the remembrance was by the Holy Ghost. He
acted as the RemembranceI' with the Ohurch of old as well as with the
Ohurch under New Testament times. "To bring to remembrance"
is the special work and divine prerogative of the Holy Ghost. And
such remembrances are not merely attended with a present ·unction
and dew and power, but they have a blessed prospective bearing.
They lead fOl'lmrd as well as backward. The review of the past,
attended as it has been with such wonderful interpositions, boundless
protection, and abundant supplies, prompts to a belief that, being in
the hands 01 a covenant and all-sufficient God, who has pledged to
uphold and provide, the like mercy shall attend the future course,
and all the diversified bearings of the wilderness: that He who
"hath delivered, and doth deliver," will" yet deliver" us. This,
beloved, is the blessed effect of the Roly Ghost acting as the
RemembranceI'. There is a feeling that He has led for a purpose,
and with a definite end and object, even tb,e everlasting deliverance
and ultimate and eternal glorification of His redeemed.
Moreover, there is a comprehensivenes8 about the promise:" Thou
shalt remember all the way." And is it not so, beloved? Is it not
wonderful how the Lord will sometimes, in connexion with the
simplest event or slightest circumstance, bring back most vividly to
mind a line ofleading and a train of teaching that now, when pre~
sented in their issue and connexion, is fraught with richest consolation, and calls forth the adoring wonder and grateful admiration of
him so led and so instructed? It may be that the meeting with an,
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old friend or acquaintance has produced this. Instrumentally, such
contact has brought to mind the circumstances under which you aforetime met. Or, it may be, a spot has helped to remind you of certain
facts which had led to certain results. Take a simple illustrationit may help the reader to similar ref~eshing recollections. When we
were on our way to Ireland, a few weeks ago, we came to a station
where two dear friends-husband and wife-had, on a former occasion, come some miles to meet and shake hands with us en route to
the sister-land. The recollection of this brought at onoe to mind our
then brief conversation; our state of mind and their state of mind;
what has since been the Lord's marvellous dealings with ourselves,
and what the Lord's tender mercy in regard to taking them home to
His own everlasting habitation. Again, glancing from our study
window (our house being on the hill-side, overlooking Bristol and its
suburbs), we see the railway station. By it we are constantly
reminded of one of our last conversations with our beloved departe~
brother-in law, who halted for a few minutes there whilst on his way
home from London to Plymouth, to undertake his wonted preaching
engagements the next day. Now a vast train of thought follows that
simple remembrance of meeting him. Our fellowship for so many
years; his hopes and fears, and our hopes and fears; his subsequent
illness and victory over death; our continuance in a world of care and
perplexity, with all the unknown details of when and how we may be
called to follow him, yet in prospect. Furthermore, a hymn, or the
very singing of some particular hme, will serve at times, under God,
to bring back the past in sweet and blessed review. There is a
certain old tune which we occasionally hear-and we do love the good
old tunes-that directly takes us back in review to a certain spot and
a certain Sunday upwards of five-and-forty years ago. The feelings
aroused by that tune recur to us; the fears of which we were the
subject; the almost despair that we should ever find mercy, come
afresh to our recollection, together with the boundless mercy and the
astounding goodness that have since been vouchsafed to us. Oh,
reader, it is these marvellous lovingkindnesses that do help to endear
the Lord to us, and lead us to hope-and at times to feel assuredthat Re will '~perfeot that :which concerneth us," and that at last we
shall be brought oft''' more than oonquerors through Him that hath
loved us.""
.. We fancy we hear sonie reader exclaim, "And do you mean to say that you sometimes. merely hope for such and such a mercy P" Ah, indeed we do say so; for, though,
blessed be God! we do know something of that" stablishing, strengthening, and settling"
of which the apostle speaks, we know also what it is to go down into some most dismal
depths. It pleases our God at times to send us into very dark and gloomy places, in order
that we may instrumentally fetch some poor helpless one from thence. Take, for example,
a few days ago we were preaching, and such blessed discoveries of the fulness and freeness
of a covenant salvation for a covenant people were given, that, at the moment, we spoke
thus: "If I felt myself to be a thousand times greater sinner than I am (and how great a
sinner I do feel myself I am not going to attempt to tell you), still, with such words as
these, I should in nowise be discouraged: 'He saveth to the very uttermost all that come
unto God by Him.' Now get to the Lord's uttermost if you 'can! Go far, to the very
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Furthermore, beloved, there is the time of which Moses speaks.
"Forty years." Oh, what a period! what a space for J ehovah to
have borne with Israel's manners in the wilderness-their murmurings and their repinings! Well did Moses testify, in this very
address, "From the day that thou didst depart out of the land of
Egypt, until ye came unto this place, ye have been rebellious against
the Lord." And what child of God, who knows anything of his own
heart, but must plead guilty to the same? What but thanklessness
and ingratitude and sin have marked his course? and must not such
rejoice, as they painfully contemplate so many years of wilderness
vileness and depravity, in that the Lord put upon the lips, and
accepted the confession of one of His servants, who may well be the
mouthpiece of all, " Few and evil have the days of the life of thy
servant been? " We say, blessed be God for this testimony of the
good old patriarch, and blessed be God also in that He constrained
Moses to declare to Israel, "The Lord did not set His love upon you,
nor choose you, because ye were more in number than any people;
for ye were the fewest of all people: but because the Lord loved you,
and because He would keep the oath which He had sworn unto your
fathers, hath the Lord brought you out with a mighty hand, and
redeemed you out of the house of bondmen, from the hand of Pharaoh
king of Egypt" (Deut. vii. 7, 8). And we rejoice, moreover, to
know that such testimony is not confined merely to literal Israel, but
is confirmed as regards spiritual Israel in every age. Hence the
utmost of all, that you can see or believe, and there is still the uttennost beyond it all.
Again, 'The blood of J esu5' Christ cleanseth from all sin.' Now, what does that word all
not embrace and comprehend-' all sin?' Sins of darkest, foulest dye; sins of youth and
sins of age; sins of thonght and word and deed j sins against body and soul; sins that by
intemperance, or from other causes, may have brought on premature old age; yet this
'blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin.''' Oh, the unspeakable blessedness of such
a conviction at the very moment of addressing a vast multitude of poor dying fellowsinners! One feels at times that one would like to sit down, and pass away immediately, .
after such a glorious proclamation: so that one moment one might be speaking of one's
Lord, and the next moment speaking to one's Lord. But for surviving kindred and
friends, how one would like to be thus indulged! To drop in harness-to publish with
one's last breath the fulness and freeness of salvation by a precious, precious Christ.
Well, reader, within perhaps some eight-and-forty hours of the blessed preaching-time
to which we have adverted, the thought came, "And can there be any hope for such. a
sinner? So forgetful, so murmuring, so thankless, such a cumberer of the ground?" The
thought staggered us for a little. Then came that oft-quoted but most precious Scripture,
" It is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Jesus Christ came into the
world to save sinners, of whom I am chief." With it also came the recollection and the
reassuring: "Who was Abraham? and who were Isaac, and Jacob, and David, and Peter,
and Paul? What were all these men in and of themselves but sinners-men of like
passions with ourselves? " Then came their seyeral confessions, all tending to show their
thorough sense of sinnership. And then, reader, were we again raised to hope, and to feel
afresh the preciousness of the apGstle's words: "For we are sayed by hope: but hope that
is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? But if we hope for
that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it" (Rom. viii. 24, 25). 'Ve doubt not
that these remarks will appear strange to some who, in these superficial days, are wont to
hear or to speak of salvation as being such a very simple and perfectly easy matter. And so
it may be, but it is ouly as God makes it so. Faith is the gift of God, and it is as impossible for any pOol' creature in and of himself to believe, as it is for him to create a world. To
say that a man can of himself belieYe, and that a man ought to believe, is to dishonour the
Holy Ghost, and to libel the truth as it is in Jesus.
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apostle Paul was commissioned to declare to Titus, " We ourselves
also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers
lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating
one another. But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour
toward man appeared, not by works of righteousness which we have
done, but according to His mercy He saved us, by the washing of
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; which He shed on
us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; that being justified
by His grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of
eternallife" (Titus iii. 3-7).
We pass on, beloved, to consider briefly the Reason which Moses
assigns for 'the Remembrance, namely, "to humble thee, and to prove
thee, to know what is in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep His
commandments, or no." It might be rendered, "that thou mayest know
what was in thine heart :" for the Lord well knew, ere they had a being,
what they would be. According to that Scripture, "I knew that thou
wouldest deal very treacherously, and wast oalled a transgressor from
the womb" (Isa. xlviii. 8), it was impossible with an omniscient,
omnipresent J ehovah, that it could be otherwise. Ah, reader, how
little did Israel know of themselves, when, in reference to the Lord's
commands and injunctions, they declared, ".All that the Lord hath
said will we do, and be obedient" (Exod. xxiv. 7). How vain was
their confidence in their inclination and ability. How little were
they aware of the counter-workings of a poor, vile, fleshly natv.re.
Into what sad dangers and distresses did their. treacherous hearts
bring them. Of what avail was all the freewillism of Israel? All it
did was to encourage them in a false confidence and proud se1£sufficiency, which in due time led to an inglorious failure and
mortifying defeat. And what this mistaken strength and supposed
ability did for Israel, it has ever done for us, reader. Every iota of
freewill or creature-power stands opposed to the plain testimony of
Jesus, "Without me ye can do nothing." The apostle's experience
also nullifies all vainly-imagined strength or wisdom of the creature.
"It is," said he, " by the grace of God I am what I am ;" and again,
"Yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me." Oh, how
tenacious was the apostle of giving the glory to where alone the
glory was due! And well, reader, may we-especially in these days
of deception and ensnarement-be anxious to fall back upon oldfashioned Bible-truths-such, for example, as that before us, " And
thou shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy God led thee
these forty years in the wilderness, to humble iliee, and to prove thee,
to know what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep His
commandments, or no."
Dear reader, farewell; the Lord God omnipotent have thee in His
holy care and keeping, for Christ, the d,ear Redeemer's sake. So
prays thine to serve in Him,
St. Luke'8, Bedmin8ter', Nov. 1866.
THE EDITOR.
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"The preacher sought to fiud out acceptable words."-EcCL. xiLI0.

THE LITTLE SHIPWRIGHT.
THE subject of this anecdote was an apprentice to a boat-builder, who
took delight in spending his time and earnings in public-houses. This
brought the poor boy at times to feel many hard pinches, but taught him
to loathe drink,and drunbuds. Yet, strange as it might appear, the Lord
made it a good school to the poor boy, for it taught him, by what he was
made to suffer, to hate drunkenness; it also sharpened his wits, and made
him industrious and skilful in the use of means to compass a supply of
those wants which his master's love of drink made him oftentimes to feeL
One Saturday morning, the boy went to the boat-yard to begin his
day's work; but, on the road, his master turned into a public-house, saying, as he left the boy, that he would have a pint of beer, and that would
strengthen him for the labour of the day. The poor lad went into the
tool-shop, and, after hanging up his scanty dinner, he said: "Alas, alas!
there will be no work done by my master to-day, and this boat will not be
finished; and, if the work is not done, my master will not be able to go
to the pay-table, and there will not be any money to take home. What
shall I do? Instead of to-morrow being a day of rest, peace, and comfort
to me, master and his wife will be quarrelling all the day long."
However, the poor boy, nothing daunted, began his work, if possible to
finish calking the boat; and, by diligent improvement of his time through
the day, about four in the afternoon he had the calking completed. The
poor boy now stood pondering and looking upon the boat, inwardly wishing that help might come, for it to be launched. But no help came.
" Oh," said the poor fellow, "what shall I do? I shall never be able to
run the boat off the stocks into the water. Besides, if I attempt the
launch, it may cant, and fall upon me, and then my life will be sacrificed,
and where will my soul go when it leaves the body?" But, according to
the statement of the boy, his fears were all removed, and he began to
make preparation for the launching. Oh, how wonderful to reflect upon
the transaction! for each material that presented itself, and was chosen to
be used, fitted its place with so much exactness, that the poor boy's confidence was raised up to a full assurance that in the launch there would be
no miscarriage. It is, and must be, to all who are renewed in the spirit of
their mind, self evident that through the whole process there must have
been a wise directing Head, and a ruling and overruling Arm. It must
have been a marvellous sight to see that boy plotting, plodding, scheming,
and running round and under the sides of that great boat, for so many
hours, without any harm. And, to close the SCElne, by the action of a
mechanical apparatus, of his own invention and construction, for the stays,
that held the boat upon the stock, to be at the same moment removed; and,
b;y six in the evening, the boat, being set free, ran into her proper element,
to the joy, astonishment, and triumph of the poor boy.
After the boat was secured, the boy went to the public-house to tell his
master that, as the boat was finished and launched, he could go to the
pay-table and receive his money for the work. The master, when he had
heard the statement of the boy, considered it impossible to be true, and,
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rising with several of his pot"companions, went to the yard. To their
great smprise, there lay the boat upon the bosom of the water.
When the thing which the boy had achieved was circulated, he was
talked about and looked upon as a prodigy; and several boat-builders,
both masters and workmen, went to the yard to satisfy themselves as to
the truth of the report. And, when they had seen the boat, and it was
explained to them what was the amount of the work which had been done,
they confessed that it was a fair day's work of twelve hours for any two
men to accomplish.
The writer, having an interview with the boy, questioned him respecting the matter which was at that time the general conversation among all
classes in the neighbomhood; and I will give the substance of his reply as
nearly as I can in his own words.
"When I looked at the work," said the boy, "and calculated the
quantity and time it would take to :finish it, I thought, 'Oh, how glad I
should be to do it; but, alas! that is impossible.' I then reflected upon
the confusion at home which I must witness if the money was not received that night, and I was sme that, unless the work were completed, the
money would not be received.. 'Well,' I thought, 'I will go and pray to the
Lord;' but not with the expectation that He would do the work for me,
but that He would do the work by me. I then began to beg of the Lord
that He would bless me, strengthen, direct, and prosper me to finish the
calking and pitching of the boat. Afterwards I went to my work, and
oh, how sweetly the work progressed! it was as though the oakum rolled
into the seams of its own accord. Oh, how light and joyful I was in my
soul! I kept on calking, musing, singing, praying, and blessing the Lord
through the whole day, untilI had finished my work at night. It appeared
to me that the Lord's invisible hand "as present, guiding the whole proceedings of that memorable day."
The foregoing case is replete with high encomagement. The poor and
needy, tried and tempest-tossed, may "ell by this pattern be emboldened
to cast all their care upon the Lord. Appearances might lead us to think
that the Lord does not care for us ; yet, if we do as He hath told us, "Try
me now," in the end we shall be constrained to endorse the confession
of the Psalmist: "This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, and
saved him out of all his troubles."
If the Lord tries us, it is that we might be brought, from sheer necessity, to try Him. But, alas! it is too often the case, when we are tried,
instead of om trying the Lord, we fly off from Him, and, like lost sheep,
wander'fmther and further, until we are brought to the end of our wits,
yet find nothing but trouble and sorrow, vexation and disappointment.
Then, with shame and sorrow, are we compelled to try the Lord; and oh,
wonder of wonders! He does not, as we have done, fly from us in our
straits. Oh no; but He hears, and comes forth to help, sustain, supply,
and support. Let ~vel'Y bmden be rolled upon Him, every care committed
to Him, and every supply drawn from Him; and, in every pinch try His
tender bowels. It is under pinches the Lord draws out, and by them we are
made capable of knowing the worth, and tasting the sweetness, of His
friendship. It is then, and only then, His free and precious friendship,
in all its heart-melting and soul-transforming power and beauty, can be
seen and felt.
Paul knew much of the Ohrist of grace, and the grace of Ohrist ; but he
never had such a discovery of its sufficiency until he felt the pain of the
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given thorn, and the buffetings of the messenger of Satan. He then saw
such power, majesty, and glory in grace, that he came forth with, "Most
gladly, therefore, will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of
Christ may rest upon me."
OLD PILGRIM.
CHRISTIAN WORSHIP IN THE SECOND CENTURY.
THE following is Justin Martyr's full description of Christian worship,
written about the year 140, and is extracted from his "Apology for
Christianity," presented to the Emperor Antoninus Pius:On the day called Sunday there is an assembly:in one place of all who
dwell in the cities or in the country, and the" Memorials of the Apostles,"
or the writings of the prophets are read, as time may permit. Afterwards,
when he who reads has ended, he who presides admonishes and exhorts,
by word, to imitate these good things. Afterwards, we all stand up
together, and pray; and, as we said before, when we have made an end of
prayer, bread is brought, and wine, and water, and he who presides offers
prayers and thanksgivings according to his ability, and the people add
their assent, saying" Amen;" and those things for which thanks were
given are distributed, and are partaken of by each one; and they are sent
by the deacons to those who are not present. Those who are well off, and
who wish it, contribute, each one according to his own purpose, what he
wishes, and the collection is deposited with him who presides; and he
assists orphans and widows, and those who are in need, through sickness
or other cause, and those who are in bonds, and strangers who may be
sojomning in the place; and, in fact, he takes care of all who may be in
need.
We all hold this united assembly on Sunday, since it is the first day,
in which God tmned aside darkness and matter, and made the world; and
Jesus Christ, our Saviom, on the same day arose from the dead; for they
crucified Him the day before Saturday, and on the day after Satmday,
which is Sunday, He was manifested to His apostles and disciples, and
taught them things which we have offered likewise for yom attention.
MEDITATION VII.
BY A.. TRIGGS.
My soul, still sit in meditations sweet
Of th' Eternal Three, and learn the depths
Of glory, and of grace, so clear reveal'd
In that dear book, the holy word of God.
Therein the Father's acts are clear display'd,
In boundless love, in giving Jesus Christ
To be the only Head, of all His seed,
And they to be His body and His bride.
Thus then the Father gave His Son in love,
And, in Him His full glory to display,
He also chose, and blest the Church in Him,
That she might be His partner on His throne,
In His own glory there appear with Him,
And be partaker of His holiness.
The subject is mysterious, and profound
In depth, in length, in breadth, and height unknown,Yet known it is; the record is believ'd3
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The testimony's sure in God's own book;
And to the same, believers set the seal,
And fully prove God's record to be true.
With blessings full and free, the Father blest
The Church in Christ, before the world began,
And in Him gave eternal life to them;
And thus they were secm-'d from second death.
And, as their all's in Him, their living Head,
No loss, nor forfeit, ever can takc place;
And thus all stands their everlasting right,
Made sure to them, the heirs of God and Christ.
In Him accepted, and in Him complete.
Who, then, can alter this? Let men and sin
Combine, yet all their efforts will be vain.
God in His love will rest to His own ChurchAnd He is in one mind-the faithful God;
And all His gifts and calling, they are sure
And precious promises to all the seed.
He spared not, but ga,e His only Son;
And shall He not with Him give us all things?
His glory to display, and faithfulness
To prove, that He Himself doth never change.
Then we are safe, and all secure in Him.
Thus in my Father's love I dwell in ChristIn Him, my Being and my Blessedness,
In Him, my Life, my Peace, and Righteousness:
And He the Alpha and Omega tooThe precious Christ, that's full of truth and grace;
The Son of God, of whom the Father saith,
"In whom my soul delights, and is well pleas'd."
Here I would rest, and here for ever sit
In contemplations dear, of glory full ;
In radiations bright, as streams of light
Most clear and pure, as day-spring from on high;
Unfolding all, from Jesus, the I AM,
And all again unfolded in the Sun
Of righteousness, the true and shining Light,
The King eternal and eternal King,
In whom the fulness of the Godhead dwells.
Ah! it is blessed, thus to sit and think
Of Jesus, and in Him to live complete,
According to the mind and love and will,
And the full pleasure, of the gracious God
Our Father, in eternal love in Christ.
Superlatively great these blessings are,
Which we in Jesus Christ our Head possess:
And all are freely given-the gift of God,
.And gift by grace-by one Man, Jesus Christ,
And all unchanging in eternal life ;
Yea, every blessing made secure, by the
Eternal will and oath of the great God.
The Alehim, the Holy One, hath sworn,
Even by Himself, in holiness and truth-Yea, by His own right hand and holy arm;
And He will not revoke His word nor oath,
Though Nature die, and Time give up the gbost.
"Heaven and earth shall pass away," saith Christ,
" But not the promise, nor the stedfast word."

I\~
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WAYSIDE NOTES.
THE CONQUEROR'S CROWN.
" To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I
also overcame, and am set downwl:thmy Father in His throne."-REV. iii. 21.
THE fast-fading year reminds us once more of the fact, that time is carrying us upon its rapid wing nearer and nearer to eternity. A review of its
unfoldings must lead us more than ever to say, and to feel, "His mercy
endureth for ever." What a faithful God is ours! every year we are
spared, gives increased proof of His love, and we are compelled to say
amen to those well-known lines,
"'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved;
How gracious did that grace appear,
The hour I first believed!
" Through many dangers, toils, and snares,
I have already come;
'Tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home."
But in the homeward-leadings there will be more fighting work for us.
We are in an enemy's land, and we shall have to keep the sword of the
Spirit unsh~athed. We shall only be able to lay down our spiritual
weapons when we take up the conqueror's crown. Future steps must be
made amidst tangled cares; therefore do we need encouraging words, and
are not without such in the sacred Scriptures. Our portion will do to go
forward with whatever may be ahead. " To him that overcometh will I
grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set
down with my Father in His throne." Here is an antidote to fear; may
the Lord the Spirit unfold this precious passage for our comfort and
encouragement!
The beloved disciple John, who leaned upon the bosom of our Lord at
the Last Supper, outlived all the other disciples; he died, according to
J erome and others, in the year lOO: but, two years previous to his death,
he was banished to the Isle of Patmos during the persecutions raised
against the Clll'istians under the tyranny of Domitian. The place of his
exile was a rocky isle in the lEgean Sea; here, cut off from intercourse
with all his fellow-creatmes, he was alone, yet not alone, for he had the
most remarkable revelation or apocalypse that ever man was favoured with
from God, and which is handed down to the Church of Christ for her
spiritual use and comfort to the end of time. There are five persons concerned in this revelation, viz., God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy
Ghost, John, and the Christian; thus, we have in the first verse, "The
revelation of JESUS CHRIST, which GOD gave unto Him, to show unto
His SERVA.J.~TS things which must shortly come to pass; and He sent and
signified it by HIS ANGEL unto HIS SERVANT JOHN." And this remarkable revelation contains two parts, viz.: First, Things that are; second,
Things that shall be hereafter; concerning which, our earnest desire should
be, on the one hand, "not to be wise above that which is written;" on the
other, to gain the Spirit's intention in the many symbols that He uses.
"Him that overcometh I will grant to sit with me in my throne." We
have here3 A 2
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I. The Faithful Promiser: "I will grant."
H. To whom does He make His promises? "Him that overcometh."
Ill. What are His promises? " To sit down with me in my throne ;"
and many others which we shall draw attention to.
THE FAITHFUL PROMISER.
" I will grant."
Who is this" I ?"-You have it in the words already quoted, "The revelation of Jesus Ohrist;" and, as the words of this precious promise are
addressed to the seven Ohurches in Asia, it will be worth our while to
trace out the different terms used to describe" Jesus Ohrist," as given us
in the opening of each address to the several Ohurches named thus1. To the Ohurch in Ephesus, He is called, "He that holdeth the
seven stars in His right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven
golden candlesticks" (chap. ii. 1). By" Stars," are sometimes meant
pastors or teachers; as, for instance, J ude 13, where false teachers are
called " wandering stars;" and, in the case before us, we are told "The
seven stars are the angels [or ministers] of the seven Ohurches" (chap.
i. 20): and the excellency of the symbol is seen in the fact that, as stars
derive their light from the sun, and give it forth again, so true and faithful ambassadors of Ohrist derive all their light from Him, and shine like
stars in the midst of surrounding darkness. Now Ohrist holds such in
His right hand, that is, by His power. Oh, what consolation is here to
the weak, tried, yet faithful minister of the Gospel! % . And then" He walketh
in the midst of the candlesticks," that is, the Ohurches; where the light is
burning, Christ is in the midst. If He be not, death reigns; if He be, all
is life, peace, unity, and praise.
2. To the Ohurch in Smyrna, He is declared to be, "The First and the
Last, which was dead, and is alive" (chap. ii. 8). That which is first and
last must be eternal, so that we have here Ohrist's Godhead established.
From everlasting to everlasting He is God: as He declared to John before
He opened out His revelation, "I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning
and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to
come, the Almighty."
And again, "He which was dead, and is alive." He died upon the
cross, but rose again the third day, and now, as the eternal High Priest
of His Ohurch, "ever h"veth to make intercession for them."
3. To the Ohurch in Pergamos, it is said of Him, "He which hath the
sharp sword with two edges" (chap. ii. 12), that is to say, THE SWORD OF
THE SPIRIT, which is the word of God, and may be said to have two edges,
in that it presents the Law and the Gospel; the former cutting a man down
in his sins, the latter cutting him down in his creature-wisdom and righteousness, and bringing him to the dust of self-abasement.
4. To the Ohurch in Thyatira, he is called" The Son of God, who hath
His eyes like unto a flame of fire, and His feet are like fine brass" (chap.
ii. 18).
"
"EYES LIKE UNTO A FLAME OF FIRE."-Here we get the idea of
penetration. He is the great Searcher of hearts; nothing can be hidden
from His view. How this fact ought to strike terror into the hearts of
those who are living in sin; while, on the other hand, it may well comfort
1.

.,
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• This fact might well cheer our dear often-trembling brother of "Stamford Street,"
and many other tremblers in the ministry.
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the children of God: for Jesus knows all about them: not the least circumstance attending their steps escapes His attention. As the hymn trUly
has it" He all my sorrow shares."
And then, "HIS FEET ARE LIl{E FINE' BRASS."-How solid! This sets
forth the power of Christ in bearing up His people in the midst of their
many trials. Oh, how many and precious are the figures used in Scripture
to show the Lord's people their security in Christ! and yet how slow they
are to learn this fact, and, believing it, to take the comfort it affords!
5. To the Church in Sardis, He is said to be, "He that hath the seven
Spirits of God, and the seven stars" (chap. iii. 1).
" The seven SP£1"£ts of God" may denote the fulness and perfection of the
gifts and graces of the Spirit of God, and" the seven stat·s," the seven
ministers of the Churches "l\ho had the gifts and graces of the Spirit imparted, to enable them to testify of Christ. Christ hath such; they are His
o"l\n; and He holds them in His hand, strengthens them, and supplies
their every need. A faithful minister of Christ has nothing to fear; He
will be "l\ith him to the end.
6. To the Church in Philadelphia, he is declared to be " He that is holy,
He that is true, He that hath the key of David, He that openeth, and no
man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth" (chap. iii. 7).
"HE THAT IS HOLY."-How emphatically this describes the character
of Christ, the Holy One of Israel!
" HE THAT IS TRuE.-He is the Way, th& Truth, and the Life; true to
His promises, true in the performance of His work: emphatically and
completely" The Truth."
" He that l;ath the key of ])avid, He that openeth, and no man shutteth;
and shuttetll, and no man opendh."-Here we have the idea of authort"ty.
In Hebrew lands, the master of the house locks his doors, and carries away
his ponderous keys upon his shoulder. Jesus is Master of His House, He
is Head; all is under His control; He hath the key of David, and openeth
and shutteth when and "l\here He pleases.
7. To the Church in Laodicea, he is called, "The Amen, the faithful
and true 'Witness, the Beginning ofthe creation of God" (chap. iii. 14).
"THE AMEN."-The Finisher. When He said upon the cross, "It is
finished!" He put amen to His work of salvation.
"THE FAITHFUL WIT:'IEss."-He was so in the days of His flesh.
Many would not believe His testimony; but every" saying of Christ" will
be proved to be true. He is so now, the faithful Witness before His
Father's throne, knomng all His own. He will be at the day of judgment a swift Witness against the unrighteous who have despised Him,
and a sure Witness for His blood-bought people who have followed, and
loved Him.
" The Beginning of the creation vf God."-Hence is it written, "Let us
make man," showing that Jesus was co-equal and co-eternal with the
Father.
Thus have we the development of the character of Jesus Christ, as(1.) "He that huldeth the seven stars in His right hand, who walketh
in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks."
(2.) As "the First and the Last, which was dead, and is alive."
(3.) As " He which hath the sharp sword with two edges."
(4.) As "The Son of God, who hath His eyes like unto a flame of fire,
and His feet are like fine brass."
.
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(5.) As " He that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars."
(6.) As "He that is holy, He that is true, He that hath the key of
David."
(7.) As "The Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of
the creation of God."
Oh, what a precious Jesus is ours!
" His name yields the richest perfume,
And sweeter than music His voice;
His presence disperses my gloom,
And makes all within me rejoice."
And, now we pass on to note
n. TO WHOM THIS L.A...l';QUAGE IS ADDRESSED.
Principally to the seven Ohurches in Asia, and, through them, "to him
that overcometh." These seven Ohurches are supposed to have been planted
by the apostle Paul, and his assistants, during his ministry. They lie nearly
in an amphitheatre, and are addressed according to their geographical
position; and it would not be unprofitable just to refer to the burden of
the charge which the great" I" gave to them separately, thus:1. To the Ohurch in Ephesus (the meaning of which is desire), the
burden of the charge against her is that of "leaving her first love."
Oh, my reader, is this so with you? Oan you recollect the time when
you were so in love with Jesus, that all else seemed as nothing worth ?-you
came out of God's house, having so richly enjoyed a feast of fat things,
that whether in the body or out of the body you could not tell. But now
how indifferent you feel! Has Jesus changed? No, He is just the
same. The cause then is in thyself: some sin cherished-if so, confess it,
and plead for forgiveness.
2. To the Ohurch in Smyrna (the meaning of which is "mytrh "). She
has passed through bitter afHictions, but is in a healthy state.
Here we have a people represented as poor, yet rich, as affiicted,yet not
cast down, and who are told that persecution and tribulation very severe
is yet in store for them, to try their faith; yet are they bidden to fear none
of those things which they shall suffer, but to be faithful unto death, and
Jesus will give them a crown of life. What a lesson is here for the people
of God to look beyond their present condition, so full of ills, to that brighter
and better state towards which they are hastening! To the world, what a
paradox must these words be !-" I know thy works, thy tribulation, and
poverty (but thou art rich)." But there is an experimental truth in them:
viz., that tribulation and poverty of spirit tends to enrich the soul, and keep
it in a healthy state; and the dear children of God are brought to feel it is
good for them that they are affiicted, and increasingly are they learning
the truthfulness of dear Oowper's words-

" Trials make the promise sweet,
Trials give new life to prayer,
Trials bring me to His feet,
Lay me low, and keep me there."
3. To the Ohurchin Pergamos (the meaning of which is "high, lofty").
She yields to bad counsellors.
" Thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to
cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed
unto idols, and to commit fornication." How many carry out this spirit in
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the present day! They compromise their religion by an unhallowed
conformity to the world, and yet, when with Christians, profess to be
one of them. So again: "Thou ha-st also [says Jesus] them that hold the
doctt'ine of the N£colaitanes, which thing I hate." This sect maintained that
there was no harm in offering meat to an idol, and that it was lawful to
commit sensual crimes and indulge in intemperance, and yet to appear as
worshippers in God's temple. And has this sect ceased to be? Alas,
alas! see the numbers that now cry, "The temple of the Lord! The
temple of the Lord!" and who ~ould not on any account omit, as they
say, "to partake of the holy sacrament "-whose lives are spent in sinful
practices and worldly pleasure. What a solemn thing to be under Jesus'
reproach, "which thing I hate."
4. To the Church in Thyatira (the meaning of which is a " daughter," or
"effeminacy"). She has been seduced, by a false prophetess, into idolatry.
This prophetess is Jezebel, whom we are told stirred up Ahab to sell
himself to work wickedness in the sight of the Lord, and to do very
abominably in following idols (1 Kings xxi. 25)-language which is
painfully applicable to the Church of England in the present day: she is
doing very abominably in following idols. It is said that six hundred
chmches in England are based on the doctrine of the priesthood, and of the
offering of a real sacrifice of Christ Himself on the altar. Dr. Manning,
the (so-called) Roman Catholic Archbishop of 'Westminster, has recently
said that there are one thousand ministers of the Church of England who
are zealously engaged in the diffusion of Catholic doctrines and rites
throughout England; and Dr. Pusey has stated that there are forty
thousand communicants in Great Britain who are connected where
" ritual" is carried out. Is it not painfully plain that the Ohurch of
England, like the Church in Thyatira, is being seduced?
5. To the Church in Sardis (the meaning of which is a" remnant "). She
is overwhelmed with -profession, but yet there are a few who had not defiled
their garments.
Here again, is an expression peculiarly descriptive of the present state
of things-CC oVP1"whelmed with profession." Thousands, Sabbath after
Sabbath, press iL~o the chmches and chapels of om land. It is the fashion
to be religjous; but oh, how little vital godliness is there to be found! and
how can it be otherwise when the preachers prophecy smooth things?
"The trU1llpet does not give a faithful and a certain sound," and the
people, slumbering on, love to have it so. Our comfort and consolation is
in the other expression, "But thou hast a few names in Sardis which
have not defiled their garments; ..md they shall walk with me in white: for
they are worthy."
_
6. To the Chmch in Phlladel~ hia (the meaning of which is "brotherly
love "). "Because thouhai',~keptthe word of my patience, I also will keep
thee from the hom of temptation."
Brotherhj love: two sweet words. "Behold, how good and how pleasant
it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! It is like the precious ointment upon the head of Aaron, that ran down upon the beard, that went
down to the skirts of his garments "-comparable also to the" dew of
Hermon," so softening and fructifying is its influence. Conscious of this,
the apostle Paul exhorts his brethren to endeavour" to keep the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace."
"Because [says Jesus] thou hast kept the word of my patience" -that
is, been patient under afflictions,' and reproaches, and temptatione-
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"I also will keep thee in the hour of temptation."-A more precious promise than this we cannot conceive-to be kept in the hour of temptation.
The more we know of our own infirmities, weakness, and sinfulness, the
more we must value such a promise. They are well kept whom Jesus
keeps.
.
7. To the Church in Laodicea (the meaning of which is "the righteousness of the people "), the burden of the charge against her is that of" lukewarmness."
In the common concerns of life, if we have any matter in hand which
needs co-operation, there is nothing more wretched than to meet with
those whose every action is marked with lukewarmness: they are perfectly indifferent as to which way the matter falls. And when we come to
Christ's cause, still more painful is lukewarmness; and yet what a common
thing it is! In conversation, how many passing for Christians, members
of some place of worship, who yet will talk of everything but Ohrist ; and,
if you manifest a holy zeal for Him, they think you intemperate, and an
enthusiast. For our part, we would rather by far meet with enthusiasm
than lukewarmness; and Jesus shows that He looks upon such with the
greatest detestation, and uses the strongest terms to show that He will
eject them with holy indignation. "I know thy works, that thou art
neither cold nor hot: I would thou "ert cold or hot. So then because
thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my
mouth" (Rev. iii. 15, 16).
It was then, primarily, to the seven Ohurches in Asia that this language
was addressed, "Him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my
throne," and, through these Ohurches, to every struggling Ohristian who is
battling his way through an enemy's country to the promised crown of
rejoicing. And here we might inquire, What has he to overcome?
and how can he overcome? The Christian's course is truly represented
as a warfare; and warfare it is indeed, hard fighting often, at peace
seldom. The many temptations that come from within, the allurements'
of an ungodly world, the despondency which adversity creates, the selfconfidence which health and prosperity inspires-these things make life a
continuous battle-field, in which we fight "against principalities and
powers, against spiritual wickedness in high places." What an unequal
contest it would be if we had to fight against these things in our strength!
but God is our Helper; and marvellously does He uphold. Do we not feel
this in looking back upon the now fast-closing year? How often has He
. brought us through our struggles and difficulties, sometimes in a way little'
expected, yet always with a mighty arm and outstretched hand; so that in
the forward march we may say" With Christ in my heart, and His word in my hand,
I travel in haste through the enemies' land;
The road may be rough, but it cannot be Ion?,
So I march on singing the conqueror's song.'
Ill.

THE PROMISES MADE TO THOSE WHO THUS OVERCAME.

And i.t is interesting to notice that, as at the commencement of each
addrells to the separate Ohurches the character of Jesus is given us in
different symbols, so at the close of each address there is a cluster of
precious promises made to such as overcome. Let us, reader, trace out
these promises. He that overcometh1. "Shall eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of
,God" (chap. ii. 7).-As the tree of-life was in the midst of paradise lost,

...
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BO Ohrist the Tree of life will be in the midst of paradise regained; and
His redeemed and happy people "shall Bit under His shadow with great
delight, and His fruit shall be sweet to their taste."
2. "Shall not be hurl by the second death" (chap. ii. 11 ).-What this
second death is is clear from Rev. xxi. 8: "But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers,
and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth
with fire and brimstone: which £s the second death." Many of the children
of God are in constant fear of death; but, if the promise is that the second
death shall not hurt them, they need not fear laying down the poor
tenement till the resurrection mom, when it shall rise a glorified body.
3. "Shall eat of the hidden manna, have g£ven to them a white stone, and £n
it a new name wr£tten" (chap. ii. 17).-" The hidden manna" -heavenly
food, to strengthen them for life's contest. The Ohristian, like his Master,
has food to eat that the world knows not of; it is indeed "hidden."
"Shall have given to them a white stone "-probably an allusion to the custom
among the Jews of examining the priests and Levites before they went to
the service of the Sanhedrim, and, if their ways were right, they had
given to them "the stone of the sanctuary;" which will explain the
passage, "And of the Levi he said, Let thy Urim and Thummim be with
thy Holy One" (Deut. xxiii. 8). Others think that" the symbol" is an
allusion to a Greek custom in giving judgment upon an accused person-'a white stone denoting acquittal, and a black one condemnation. So the
believer in Jesus has now in possession the white stone of acquittal, "For
there is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Ohrist Jesus i"
and when he presents it at the pearly gates of the New Jerusalem,
he will be at once admitted, for he carries with him the token of his
pardon through the blood of Jesus. And then on this white stone was" A
NEW NAME WRITTEN."
The Lord's people have indeed a new name
when they pass from death unto life. Here it is: "Behold, what manner
of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the
sons of God." We gather, then, that he that overcometh is given to eat
heavenly food to sustain him in the battle of life, and that he receives a
white stone of pardon and justification, upon which is written the new
name of " son."
4. "Shall have power over the nations, and have g£ven him the morning star"
(chap. ii. 26, 27).-" Power O1:er the nations." The children of God are to sit
with Jesus in His throne, and to share His power-" Know ye not that the
saints shall judge the world? "-and then are to have given them "the
morning star." When does it appear? Before the dawning of the day. So
Jesus promises His people, the morning star that shall usher them into the
day of eternal sunshine. Oh, sweet and hallowed prospect! the battle
over, home reached, the last billow has wafted the tired mariner to the
sunny shore of fadeless glory, and now all is rest, and peace, and joy!
5. "Shall be clothed with white raiment, his name not blotted out of the book of
life," and Je8lts will confess him before His Father (chap. iii. 5).-" Clothed wt'th
white raiment" -an allusion doubtless to the Levites, who were examined as
to their genealogy, and, if any blemish were found, were veiled in black,
and cast out of the court as not fit for service; but, if perfect, were clad
in white, and led to their appointed place. So will every true believer in
Christ be found perfect, and without blemish, if found in Him; and, so
clad in white, will be led to the mansion which Jesus has prepared for
him. Alas! on the other hand, how many who may have appeared
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morally upright in this world, who yet,being out of Christ, will be found
with blemish on the day of account, and will be clad in black, and cast
into the pit of noise! And then we are told of the redeemed ones, that
" the£r names shall not be blotted out of the book of life." There is the book of
life, in which are written all the names of the saints of God. What a
solemn thing, )"hen opened and read, if our name be not there! but, if
there, nothing can expunge it; and Jesus w£ll confess such before the Father.
Reader, pictme the gathAr'ing! countless multitudes around the great
white throne, and, when. you are called forward, Jesus saying, "He's
mine! Come in, thou blessed of the Lord! "
6. "Shall be made a p£llar of God, no more to go out, and to have wrdten upon
},£m the new name of my God" (chap. iii. 12).-" .Made a pt'llar of God"-that
which is necessary in the building, and supports and ornaments the same.
"No more to go out." Sweet fact! Here we are constantly going from
spiritual enjoyment, and becoming again and again buried in life's cares.
As a tried Christian said to us the other Sabbath evening, after a season
of sweet enjoyment, "But oh, the Monday morning! I do dread that! "
Well, there will be no Monday mornings yonder; for the redeemed will
" no mor'e go out," for they will have lI"ritten upon them, says Christ, the
" new name of my God."
7. "Shall st't wt'th me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down
wt'thmy Father in Ht's throne" (chap. iii. 21).-To sit down with Jesu,' in
His throne denotes equality, communion, and glorification. And then we
shall overcome, by virtue of His overcoming. Because He stands in the
city of God, the mighty Conqueror, so also shall we be "more than
conquerors through Him that loved us."
Nor must we omit one more promise to "him that overcor:eth," given
us in Rev. xxi. 7, viz., "He shall inherit all things, and I will be His God,
and He shall be my son;" which glorious assertion explains the words of
the apostle Paul to the Christians at Corinth, "All things are yours; and
ye are Christ's, and Christ is God's."
Oh, beloved reader, what a cluster of promises is here for our comfort!
Let me repeat them: He that overcometh shall eat of the tree of life
which is in the midst of the paradise of God; shall not be hurt by the
second death; shall eat of the hidden manna, and have given to him a
white stone, and in it a new name lI"Titten; shall have power over the
nations, and have given him the morning star; shall be clothed with
white raiment, his name not blotted out of the book of life; and Jesus
will confess him before His Father; shall be made a pillar of God, no
more to go out; shall sit with Jesus in His throne, and shall inherit all
things. What shall we say to these things? If God be for us, who shall
be against us? Do not such promises give us a peep into the New Jerusalem, and bid us look up and sing" There is the throne of David,
" And they who with their Leader
And there, from care released,
Have 'CONQUERED in the fight,
'l'he shouts of them that triumph,
For ever and for ever
The songs of them that feast.
Are clad' in robes of white P"
Thus, dear reader, like Moses, we have had" respect to the recompense
of the reward;" it is sweet to keep it in view; it cheers us to look beyond
this transitory world; therefore we may well close another twelve months'
Wayside Notes, reminding you of Jesus' promises. Go forward in the
strength of them, and never forget" the conqueror's crown."
Bury St. Edmunds.
G. C.
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" .And it shall come to pass in the day that the L01"Cl shall give thee rest from
thy sorrow, and from thy fea1', and from the hard bondage wherein thou wast
made to serve. That thou shalt take wp this proverb against the king of
Babylon, and say, How hath the oppressor ceased j"-ISA. xiv. 3, 4.
THE two great leading truths that run through the Scriptures are these:
God's mercy to Zion, and God's wrath to His enemies; two lines that run
through the whole of the revelation which He has been pleased to make of
Himself in His word; and these two ideas are contained in the words of
my text-mercy to Zion, wrath to His enemies. The drift of the whole
chapter before us is the destruction of the enemy called Babylon, and
deliverance to His people. Popery has been called Modern Babylon, and
I believe it is so; but its doom is fixed, like Babylon of old. Antichrist
shall perish, enemies of all gTades and sorts shall be destroyed together;
" for the wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the people that forget
God." Do you know that if you are unconverted, you are classed as the
wicked; and that the man who dies on the gallows is not worse in God's
sight than you, if you live and die without faith? The burden of our
text seems to be the promise of deliverance for Israel. This prophecy was
delivered many years before the people had gone into captivity. And
here we have the promise before the trial; so I call you to notice how
sure the captivity was. Thence we may gather how sure all God's
declarations are. There is nothing uncertain with God: for, " Known unto
God, are all His works from the beginning." Don't you think God knew
all that would overtake Adam? But say you, "Why did not God prevent it? " Find that out, if you can; but I believe you can't. Yet must
we not charge sin to God, for He can do no wrong. But how wonderful
that no power shall interfere with His purpose, or frustrate His desigu !
Oh for faith to rise upon this mount, and take such a view of God's
decrees, as illlllift you off from all second causes, and the view of a fading
world and its empty joys! 'What a mystery, that rene"ed man should
cling to its evil influences, and be drawn a"ay by its attractions. But
the basis of our te::-..-t is, the covenant love of a covenant God toward a
covenant people, redeemed from among men. It is sweet to see, and
I often delight to turn to the glorious display of it in Col. i. 27, " To whom
God would make known "hat is the riches of the glory of this mystery
among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you the hope of glory." Oh for a
glimpse into the heart of God-a little insight into His love, that we may
stand and wonder at His grace-wonder He has not cast us off long agowonder "e are not now in hell, without help or hope. And to know this,
to feel this, is to have the heart gospelized.
Now let us examine the text. First, we have an evil case described"Sorrow, fear, hard bondage, wherein thou wastmade to serve." Secondly,
a remedy given: "The Lord shall give thee rest." Thirdly, the triumph
vouchsafed, and the song produced: "How hath the oppressor ceased! "
Now, a word or two upon each of these. Let us look at the case. Here
are some very uncomfortable things. Here is a case of captivity predicted. They had not got into it yet, but God had it in store for them;
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they must have it. They had done quite enough to deserve it; and this
they must endure because of their sin. Now, seeing we are sinners, how
unwise it is of us not to lay ourselves out for sorrow. Some say, "Oh,
don't let us look at the gloomy side of things; what is the use of conjuring up dark things?" But don't you remember one who thought the
same? "Soul thou hast much goods ... eat, drink, and be merry."
Don't look at the dark side; enjoy everything. But what said God?
perhaps He may say it to some of you: "Thou fool: this night thy
soul shall be required of thee." What would you have thought of Adam,
if he had laid himself out for peace and happiness. ""Vhy so?" say
you. Now, lest I should use any other word than God's, we will turn
to the sentence pronounced upqn- him in the garden: "Oursed is the
ground for thy sake; in SOl'i"('-W shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy
life; thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt
eat the herb of the field." 0 Adam! thou must not have ease and enjoyment now; earth must afford thee no real joy. How vain, then, for his
children to run up and down this sin-cursed earth after pleasure which it
never can give. If any of you are at this work, I tell you what it argues:
you have never found the true peace and rest in Jesus; you know nothing
of joy in Ohrist. But how long before the veil is rent from even God's
people in this matter! how long they vainly seek for peace here! and
how long before they come to know the real character of earthly things,
and the unalterable nature of that word-" Through much tribulation
ye must enter the kingdom!" But, poor Adam! what a prospect before
thee! "In sorrow shalt thou eat of it all thy days." A long captivity
this! Are you a child of Adam? Then read thy sentence here. This
was pronounced upon thee in Adam; he was the stock from which all
mankind sprung. Do you see, then, where all your cares came from?
do you see what caused every weed and thorn? I tell you, friends, there
is a store of sorrow laid up for every saint, and, sooner or later, they must
have it. It is the consequence of the fall, and you and I must prove it.
But another painful feeling named in the text is fear, and hard bondage.
Israel was to go into captivity, and there they were to serve, and to know
something of the fear of man, bondage, and sorrow; they were to go forth
weeping. But does not all this depict Israel now, and the spiritual captivities that Israel gets into? Are you never in captivity? taken prisoner
by some spiritual temptation, some delusion, some sin that is too mighty
for you, that you cannot escape from, and that causes you sorrow, fear,
and hard bondage? But this points us, further, to the cruel captivity of
a legal state. The soul, under a law-work, law-slain and sin-condemned,
feels all this sorrow, fear, and cruel bondage. But let us come now,
fourthly, to the remedy given. Rest and deliverance was the remedy for
all. There was a day coming when Israel was to enjoy rest, to come out
of captivity; and the Lord, to accomplish this, must appear as their
Deliverer. The Lord tells us He was appointed for this very purpose
(Isa. lxi. 1, 2). The deliverance and the captivity were both appointed.
"To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion beauty for ashes." This
describes the sensible sinner; as Job said, "I abhor myself in dust and
ashes." So says the Ohurch, "I am black, covered over with polluting
ashes; but I am comely because viewed in Christ." "Now," says the
Lord, "I am appointed for this very purpose-to give this comeliness to my
people; to put my beauty upon them, instead of their ashes; the oil of
joy for mourning." "Sorrow of mind," you may remember, was one of
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God's cmses upon the Jews (Deut. xxviii. 65). A soul under the law can
have no enjoyment in things on earth or heaven; but Ohrist says He can
exchange this condition for a blessed state of soul; He can give joy for
mourning; for He endured the cross and the curse, that His saints might
have the blessing. "But," say you, "how is it possible an innocent person
should suffer for sin, and be tempted by sin, and that without sin?" Well,
I say of this also, find it out if you can; I only repeat that the Holy
Ghost records, "He was tempted in all points like as we are, yet without
sin." Not an assault made, not a temptation endured, but he has felt
the same. Yes, in all points tempted like you. Oan you believe that?
Say you, "I can't understand it." But God does not want you to
explain it. Faith receives it, but reason cannot. God does not .require
you to understand it, but to believe it as His testimony of His Son; and
this becomes a sweet resting-point to the soul under sorrow, fear,'and hard
bondage. To see Jesus appointed of God to give these blessed exchanges,
and to feel them in their power and sweetness, is to realize" the oil of j ay for
mourning," "the garments of praise for the spirit of heaviness." "But,"
say yon, "can a soul, after having enjoyed all this, go back again into
captivity? Surely it is impossible!" Not so; for though the Lord gives
faith, yet He may not give the power to use it. Some think God gives
the believer a stock of grace to use at his own pleasure; but, if you are
taught of the Spirit, you know that you possess no inherent power, and
that if yon have access in prayer, faith in the word, a glimpse of the
Lamb of God, and a view of the better land, it comes from no inherent
power in you, but from the mighty operation of God-" According to the
power that worketh in us." It is God working in you. You know a
renewed man is not a whit different in his nature to an unrenewed man.
It is the gracious principle dropped into the soul that makes the difference;
and God must act upon that gracious nature by His Spirit, for it cannot
act of itself; it has no po"l\er apart from God. A man with grace in
his heart is like a chained; dog but he is a dog still- ay, and more
savage than the unchained dog that has its liberty, and goes where he
likes. When the chain is slipped, when the restraints of grace are taken
off, see what he is then. Why, your nature is no better than ever it was;
perhaps worse, because restrained. Now, does not this enhance to you
the restraints of grace? are you not ready to say, "Lord, my nature
is as bad as ever it was; keep me in, hold me up, or I know not what I
may do; I know not what might be the consequence if the chain of restraining grace be but slipped." Why, I tell you, friends, unless you
know what you are made of, and/eel it, you will not feel after Christ; but
the Lord lets us see these things, and feel these things; that our prayers
may be more than lip-service. This poor man "cried" - not your
sleepy, heartless prayers-no, but cr£es: "And shall not God avenge His
own elect, which cry day and nig'ht unto Him?"
But, lastly, the text speaks of triumph, "How hath the oppressor
ceased!" Poor Israel! sad days were before them. But, says the word,
" Blessed is the man whom Thou chastenest, 0 Lord, that Thou mayest
give him rest from the days of adversity." They are to have rest; these
chastisements are not to destroy them, but to do them good; and, because
they are blessed of God, so they must be schooled, disciplined, chastened;
they are to see the rod, to feel the strokes, and understand their meaning.
Did you ever bless God for your strokes-for sanctified affliction? Israel,
after the captivity was over and the deliverance effected, could say, "How
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hath the oppressor ceased! " Would that I could say so! Perhaps some
here are saying now, "But it hath not ceased." Did He never give you
rest? Did He never shed abroad His love in your soul? Did He never
give you a token of love, an intimation of favour? But say some, "If
God hath indeed done all this, what have we, then, to do with the
oppressor?" My dear friends, not one of us can say, "The oppressor hath
ceased;" you have some oppressor still that is too mighty for you; if it
were not so, you would have no need of a Deliverer. But what oppressor
have you? "Vby, you have the devil, the world, and sin against you.
" Yes," say you, "the world is in my heart, the world is in my family,
the world is in the Ohurch, and I cannot say, 'How hath the oppressor
ceased! ,,, .Ab, it is good for you to feel it. "But," say you, "how can
this be-a child of God delivered from sin, and yet under the power of
sin?" But what said the apostle of himself? "I am sold under sin."
" Impossible!" say some; "Paul, caught up into the third heaven, filled
with the love of God, and yet sold under sin!" Why, your own heart,
if taught of God, must tell you the same truth. Do you not feel sold
under sin? "Oh," say you, "this is indeed Antinomianism! Sold under
sin means slavery; I am not, I hope, a slave to sin in its power and cursed
actings. My friends, there are two ways of proving a divine truth-first,
the letter ·of the word in the Scripture; and, secondly, the work of the
Spirit in the heart: and these two agree and testify to each other. These
are the two witnesses; for, under the law, you know, every fact was to be
proved by two witnesses-less could not establish any matter. Now, so
it is still; the word in the letter corresponds with the work of the Spirit
in the heart. The,word says, "Sold under sin;" and what says your
experience, as the second witness? "Oh," say you, "when the chain of
grace, the restraints of the Spirit, are taken off, I find I am indeed sold
under sin. I am a dog still. My nature is the same it ever was. My
vile heart seems full of all evil, though it may not appear in my conduct."
Now this makes you need Jesus as a Deliverer, as a Redeemer; this
makes you need the operation of the Spirit to keep accursed nature down,
so that grace may have its way; as saith the word, "Be not drunk with
wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;" for as wine
inebriates a man, even so the influence of the Spirit will carry a man
away by a divine power, and lead him by an influence that makes him act
contrary to himself. Thus the man is lifted above nature, and for that
time he can say, "How hath the oppressor ceased!" But the state of the
saint, like Paul,' is often this, "sold under sin "-groaning under the
influence, weight, and power of sin; and, let me tell you, this makes a
saint. And let me tell you one thing more: there are truces, victories,
and triumphs in grace, but only temporary. The devil will be at you
again-he will indeed. Like our blessed Lord, so with His saints: "he
left Him for a season;" and he only leaves you for a season too. But
there are breaks in the cloud-times when saints can say, "How hath the
oppressor ceased!" When the dear Father wipes away the tears of His
people, and gives us to know a little of what Mr. Berridge used to call
"cheerful piety," you remember the word of the Lord as describing what
He will do for His people-Cl As one whom his mother comforteth, so will
I comfort you." Oh, who can comfort like Him? But we are encompassed
with sin and sorrow here below, and the comfort, when we get it, does
not last long; the tears flow afresh, and then God must come and dry
them up by His own divine consolation. But there is a time coming,
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when they shall be wiped away for ever, when the Lord shall lead His
saints to fountains of living waters, and everlasting joy shall be their
portion. Then, and not till then, shall they be able to say in the fullest
sense, "How hath the oppressor ceased!" The Lord bless His truth.
WINCHELSEA STATION.
following very interesting letter was received on the last day in the
olel year by the station-master at Winchelsea. We strongly recommend a
careful reading of it by parents.
Srn,-This autumn I was waiting for the train at Winchelsea, when I
saw tickets hanging up for the luggage to be labelled for various stations.
On some were printed" Rye," on others" Wye," and both of these being
the names my children call their nurse, I took two of each, as labels for
their Christmas-boxes to her, that she might wonder how they came to
ha,e her name printed. But when I gave them to the boy of seven years
for this purpose, he said, "Ho IV did you get them?" "I took them."
" But did you ask for them?" "No." "Did you take them privately?"
" Yes." "But why did you not ask?" "Because it was such a trifle, I
thought it would appear foolish." "But they wei'e not yours." "No j
but they were of no value." "Oh yes j people were paid for printing and
making them, and they were meant for the boxes, and were not yours to
take." I began to feel in a fix, and tried to make light of it; but he still
kept on, not from pleasure at finding I had done wrong, but sadly resolute
not to be persuaded that wrong was right because one he loved and
looked up to had done it. " But, mamma, it was wrong j you know you
have always told me great dishonesties have often come from little
beginnings; that people begin by being careless as to whether trifles are
strictly theirs or not, and then when the longing comes for some great
thing that is not theirs, they find it easier to take it."
Here were my own words and lessons brought up again to me; could I
deny them? Could I injure the child by shaking his principle of right
and wrong? If he were ever dishonest by and by, could I tell him then
he was wrong, and preach strict honour, if, by my actions, I belied my
words; for I had often told him, "Practice is stronger than precept?"
People will copy what their teachers do more than what they say. I could
only thank God for having so blessed what I had planted of right in that
child's heart, that it all-eady brought forth such decided fruit; and I felt
how true was the verse of Psalm viii., "Out of the mouth of babes and
sucklings hast Thou perfected praise j" and that unless we become as little
children (in regard to evil) we cannot" enter into the kingdom of heaven"
(Matt. xviii. 3). I felt it was too solemn a thing to shake that child's
sense of right, so I asked what he thought I ought to do. He said at
once, "Return them to the person they belong to." "But that will cost
a penny, and they are not worth a penny." "But still, mamma, it's
right; you know it's right, as they do not belong to you. You would not
like people to take something of yours without your knowledge, because it
was small."
It was throwing words away, for still the little child would have his
mll. So I said I would return them. He was satisfied, kissed me, went
to play, and has never since recurred to the subject: such is his trust in
me, he feels sure I have kept my word. Months have passed, and I
THE
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cannot let the year end without fulfilling my promise. I could do 80
without any explanation, but it has occured to ·me that at this season of
the year, when relations and neigbours meet together, perhaps this curious
letter may be found interesting to read out. Many may thus hear it, whom
the example of this little child may cause to reflect on their own actions,
and to watch against the beginning of carelessness, and to look on nothing
wrong as a trifle. The tiny acorn becomes gradually a strong oak. No
action of ours fails in influencing other people for good or ill, though we
may never know what it led to till the next world. When the great day
comes, may God in His goodness grant that this child's conduct may prove
to have been a blessing to many whom he has never seen on earth, by
strengthening and encouraging them-as it has me-not to argue and find
H. J.
excuses against acting by the strict rule of right.

THE RUGGED PATH.
A MEDITATION FOR THE SUFFERING ONES OF CHRIST'S FAMILY •.

How rugged is life's pathway! how toilsome for the traveller!
The stones that are scattered about, the thorns which present themselves,
The breaks and the pitfalls by which the journey is endangered;
-Yet" man that is born of woman" must tread it with unmurmuring step.
And. we must count it a path hallowed by His presence;
For to His children hath He strewed it with His choicest blessings;
And, although the way is beset with many a Borrow hard to bear,
Yet there is sweetness to feel that a sympathising One is with us.
He trod it before us, the" Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with grief"Jesus, the" meek and the lowly," the" despised and rejected of men."
He hath taken from the flint its sharpness, and from the briar its thorn,
So that, though they now touch us, the balm of Gilead is near.
He hath cheered the sad moments of our affliction:
He hath lit up the darkness with a streak of His love;
And when in our time of need the night hath been dark before us,
He hath broken the gathering clouds in mercy on His chosen.
He hath satisfied His poor ones with" food convenient for them :"
He hath dried up the tears of the heavy-laden widow:
He hath multiplied the oil, and hath given the bread of life,
And hath called Himself the Husband of the bereaved.
He bath raised the beggar from his low estate:
He hath satisfied the hungry, and sent the rich empty away:
He hath trodclen the dark va,lley, and, a Oonqueror at last,
Hath opened the gates of paradise to all His true believers.
How sayest thou, then, 0 man, is life's a rugged pathway?
How wouldst thou have borne it, but for the Shepherd's guiding?
Then murmur not, for infinite wisdom hath planned it all for thee,
And thy habitation is encircled with" the rainbow of the covenant."
And when thy saddest moments shall cause thee to despond,
Think of the wormwood and the gall, and cast thy lot in there.
"The disciple is not above his Master:" then cheer up, fellow-traveller,
" For on behalf of Ohrist it is given ~hee to suffer for His sake.".
Yet a time of joy is coming, i1 thou hast faith to hope on,
Which His own sweet voice hath whispered, "hea,rt hath not conceived,"
And the sufferings of the present time are unworthy to be compared
To the bliss which His redeemed ones shall enter with their Lord!

E. J. R.

.
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OR, WHISPERS FROM THE DYING PILLOWS OF GOD'S SERYANTS.

"Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end of that mau ispeacc."-PSALM xxxvii,37.

GRAOE TRIUMPHANT OVER AFFLICTION AND DEATH.
IT having been a long time since I saw my valued friend, Mrs. B--,
thought I would call upon her, when, to my sUTprise, I found her very
ill, and had been so for some months. She was very pleased to see me,
and asked if I could stay with her. I said, "Yes; with pleasUTe." And,
by the providence of God, I hoped not to leave her till I saw her pass out
of time into eternity. And thus far I have enjoyed being with her; our
communion together has been sweet on the things of God, and, I trust,
has been the means of strengthening each other's faith and hope in Jesus.
For very many years she had been a great sufferer in body, and therefore
was well taught in the school of affliction. In 1853 her last heavy affliction began. At the loss of her husband, bitter waters overflowed her
soul, yet she gathered strength to plead His promise, "I will never leave
thee." Thus she clung to the cross, crying night and day, "Leave me
not, neither forsake me, 0 God of my salvation." It might be said of
her, "Many are the afflictions of the righteous;" but these were sanctified
with more than ordinary trust in the Divine faithfulness, and a cleaving
to Him even in the most trying seasons. And now, as it has been my
favoured lot to attend her in this trying affliction, I thought to write
down, for my own perusal, a little of what passed between us in this long
but sanctified chamber of trial and affliction, consecrated, as I trust it has
been, by the presence of God, as well as by the prayers of ministers and
Ohristian friends, whose sympathy I cannot forget.
])ecember 27th.-To Mr. Pardon, a brother-in-law, she said, "It is one
thing to be in affliction, and another thing to talk of it." Upon being
reminded of her detention from the house of God by reason of long
affliction, she said, "Well, I have loved the house of God. 'Vhen there,
I could say,
" , Sweet the moments, rich in blessing,
Which before the cross I spend.'''
Again she said, "My path has been a long -and rugged one; and everything seemed to say, You have had your own way. But now," she said,
" I am willing the Lord should have His. I shall not be long here. I
cannot say but I feel timid with the thought of separation; but God has
promised to support me, and He will do so. This night was passed in
great restlessness.
])ecember 28th.-About five o'clock this morning, she said, "How glad
I am you are here; it seems as if God had sent you. It is now fifteen
months since I saw you. May you be rewarded for yOUT kindness, and
may you meet with the same comfort, if brought into similar circumstances.
Oh," she said, "my mind is so bewildered! Oh, if Jesus would let but
one ray of light into my mind-give me one glimpse of His lovely countenance, all would be well. I have not in general much joy; but, precious
Jesus! He does enable me to hope in Him. I trust He will again appear."
Shortly after this, while sitting by her, I repeated these lines:
" The feeblest saint shall win the day,
Though death and hell obstruct the Fay."
3
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"Oh, how beautiful!" she said. " This cheers me :
" , The feeblest saint to win the day,
Though death and hell obstruct the way.'''
Turning to me, she said, "Death and hell do obstruct the way. Oh, to
hold out to the end! I feel so worthless and unworthy! " In the evening, standing by her bedside, she said to me, "'rhis is sharp work ibut
it cannot be long. Do you think it "ill ?" I replied, "No;" I thought it
could not last; and then all would be over. "Precious Jesus! . precious
Saviour! do appear for me-do help me! Help I need, and help I must
have. Come, Lord Jesus!" At another time she said, "The enemy
sorely tries me, and the distress of my mind is very great; that, and the
weakness Qf my poor body, weighs down the powers of my soul, so that I
cannot look upward as I could wish.
"'.Tesus, Lover of my soul,
'" Hide me, 0 my Saviour, hide,
Let me to Thy bosom fly,
Till the storm of life be past;
While the raging billows roll,
Safe into the haven guide;
While the tempest still is high.
Oh, receive my soul at last!
, " Other refuge have I none:
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee.'
Precious Jesus! I do hang upon Thee!" To-day, her medical gentleman
called upon her, and said, "Mrs. B--, you and I have fought many
battles together; you must hold out to the end." After he was gone, she
said to me, "Did you notice what he said?" I replied, "Yes i you must
hold out to the end." "Ah," she said, "that is it; shall I hold out?"
About nine o'clock in the evening, as I 'l\as standing by her, which was
my position for two or three hours together, ~atching and administering
relief, as far as I could, to her poor body, she said, " , There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God.' Oh, to enter into that rest! But I want
not to dishonour Him; precious Jesus! give me patience till Thou shalt
again appear to my soul." I said to her, "You will soon he beyond the
reach of all, and are going a path not hodden before." " Yes," she said,
" 'ye have not gone this way heretofore.' Oh, my child, seek continually
grace from on high; seek constant help from God; you need it, and you will
need it. Make conscience of secret, earnest prayer. You don't know what
trying circumstances await you. God will hear true, earnest prayer. He
has heard me, poor and worthless as I am. Though the enemy sorely
tries me, yet I cannot give up my confidence in Him. Oh, to be enabled
to say, 'My Lord, and my God! ,,, Mter this, we read the twenty-seventh
Psalm, and went to prayer, begging of the Lord, with strong crying and
tears, for help and support, and to prepare us for what might await us
through the night. The dying saint also reminded God of His promise,
that His eye was upon the righteous, that His ear was alway open to the
cry of the poor and needy, and that He would defend and succour His
helpless children. We had a quieter night than we anticipated for the
poor sufferer. Towards the morning, she said, "Oh, my child, what a
mercy! I have had a quiet night to-night i I do feel calm and collected.
Dear Lord, how thankful I am !
" , They Wl'estled hard, as we do now,
With sins, and doubts, and fears.' "
I said, "I am thankful the Lord has seemed to answer prayer by calming
the mind." "Yes," she said, "I have been enabled to look up to the
Lord, and plead with Him, for His great name's sake. The Lord said to
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Moses, 'Let me alone, that I may destroy them ;' then Moses said, 'What
will become of Thy great name?' So I pleaded, and said, 'For Thy great
name's sake, remember a poor helpless worm; for Thou art faithful.' It
is said of Jacob, he wrestled with God, to show the mighty, earnest prayer
God suffers; and it is said also of our blessed Lord, when He was in
agony, He prayed the more earnestly. Heaven is to be obtained by
mighty wrestling. Shall His faithfulness fail? No ! In the Bible,
the people of God are represented as waiters; they all wait for a blessing.
Oh, how blessed to be a little calm, that one might plead with the Lord
alone concerning His great name, that He would not let me dishonour
Him, but that He would appear in very faithfulness to my soul; for He
is faithful, and ' the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin.' "
Januwry 30th.-In the evening, she asked me to read in Peter. After
reading the first chapter of the first epistle, she said, " What grace! Oh,
for grace to call Him' My God, my Father!' How kindly has He dealt
with me, a worthless worm-so helpless, so unworthy! Dear Lord, why all
this? why all this suffering-to what does it tend? StupendOUS thought!
amazing grace! that He should fill such poor earthen, helpless vessels
with His love!" Turning to me, she said, "I don't think I can lie long
like this-so helpless and so prostrate. I long to be gone. I do want to
praise Him." I said to her, "But it will be a great trial to part with
you, for I shall lose in you a praying friend; and it is hard to separate
from those whom we love, though our loss will be your gain. Yet you
will not be lost, but only gone before." "Ah," she said, "store up for
yourself many prayers; you cannot tell what you may want-no, nor
what trials await you. Oh, seek to be much in prayer! I have needed
prayer, for my life has been one of peculiar suffering. And, now that He
has laid me prostrate and low, I do need His help. And, when I think of
the last struggle, a degree of terror comes over me; but I do pray that
He would be with me to the last, and that He would take me quietly home
to praise Him, for I cannot praise Him sufficiently here. Yea, He says,
, I have loved thee with an everlasting love; therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.' Precious Jesus! precious Saviour! "
On Sunday, she said to me, being grateful for all that was being done
for her, "May Goel bless you! He will do so; He will reward you."
During the silent hours of the night, while standing by her, watching, she
looked up and said, " How kind the Lord deals with me; but I feel I can ask
for nothing but help; and He seems to say, 'Be still, and know that I am
God.''' I said, "It is good to feel a holy calmness, if not great jay ; yet there
is hope. She embraced me, and said, "The Lord bless you! He will reward
you." I replied, "I am already rewarded; for I was thinking how honoured
I was to wait on a dying saint just stepping out of time on the threshold of
eternity-ministering and aiding with angels to a heir of glory. ' For are
they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister to them who shall be
heirs of salvation?' (Heb. i. 14). And, though they minister to their
Lord's commands in an uppel' sphere, I, constrained by love below, was
ministering comfort and ease to the poor body, and trying to alleviate, as
far as I could, its sufferings." " Oh," she said, "what a nice feeling!
God bless you."
On Tuesday morning, she said, "Oh, how good my precious Saviour is!
I awoke with such sweet feelings on these words, 'His compassions fail
not. They are new every morning.' Oh, it is so good to have a little respite.
I can only cry, 'Lord, help me; give me patience to wait Thy will.' "
3 B 2
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This evening (Thursday), calling me to her, she said, "The Lord
reward you! God bless you! and I hope you will find a friend to help
you; and may He turn up one that will be of comfort to you. Seek Him,
honour Him, and serve Him. Give yourself much to prayer, and the
reading of His word; shun, as much as possible, worldly company, and
the maxims of the world, for they will injure your peace. I have found
Him faithful, though He has now brought me to do 'business in great
waters.''' "Yes," I said, "He has. But here you see' the works of the
Lord, and His wonders in the deep.''' "Yes, I do," she said. 'AlId
when they called upon Him, He delivered them.' But will He me? I
sometimes fear lest I should not hold out, and so be left to dishonour
Him, and not prove at last what I have professed to be. This is a solemn
thought." I told her I did not belie,e she would ever be left to do that;
for, having brought her to the knowledge of Himself, and enabled her to
trust Him for so many years, and prove His power and goodness to her
soul, as well as His delivering mercy in so many instances, I did not
think He would suffer His faithfulness to fail now, in this her last
extremity; for His promise was still the same-" the same to-day, yesterday, and for ever;" for" His hand was not shortened, that it could not
save; nor His ear heavy, that it could not hear;" and, though she did not
realize His presence as she could wish, yet He secretly and silently maintained His own life in her soul. His everlasting arms were still beneath
her, or she would not have gone on cleaving and trusting as she had
done. I reminded her also of the "Words of Balaam, "God is not a man,
that He should lie; neither the son of man, that He should repent."
"No," she said; " He is a covenant-keeping God, and unchangeable in
His purpose. 'Why art thou cast down, 0 my soul? [Why? It is
my frailty, and feebleness, and worthlessness that casts me down] and
why art thou disquieted in me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet
praise Him for the help of His countenance.''' I said to her, "And
I believe you will sing of His goodness and mercy before you leave this
world." "Precious Jesus! do help me to praise Thee, a worthless worm
as I am. I have trusted Thee, and Thou hast said, 'I will never leave
thee.''' On repeating to her that verse which says" 'Tis heaven on earth to hear Him say,
, Poor sinner, cast thy fears away,
Thy sins are all forgiven,'''
she lifted up her hands, and said,
" , Poor sinner, cast thy fears away,
Thy sins are all forgiven.'
What more, then, can I want?" I said, "Rest." "Yes; that is what
I do want." She then asked me to read the first chapter of Oolossians,
and, while reading it, she said, "Now, mark every word. What language!
all to bring about His own purpose-the salvation of His Ohurch. 0 my
soul!" she said, "hast thou a part in it? be thankful if thou canst
realize enough to take thee to heaven."
This morning (Friday), she said, "Now go to prayer for me; beg of
the Lord to take me home; ask Him to grant help and strength, and fill
this room with His presence." We did so; and His supporting hand
was realised through the day. After this, she asked me to read a hymn
to her. I read" 0 Zion, affiicted with wave upon wave."
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When I came to the concluding verseThe deeper their terrors, the louder they'll sing,"
she took me by the hand, and said, "I believe it." She frequently asked
me to go to prayer for her, and especially when we were alone. I told
her I did pray for her; and, even while standing by her then, my mind
was drawn out in ejaculatory prayer to God for her. On telling her I felt
such a spirit of prayer come over me for her, being very much cast down
on her account, and the enemy saying, "Perhaps the Lord withholds from
her that which she most desires on your account, because you are nothing,"
I said, "I will look once more towards His holy temple." The words
came to me, "Command ye me," and I could not get rid of them; and I
said, "How solemn, that God suffers Himself to be commanded by His
creatures, who are but dust and ashes !" I asked her if I had taken a
right view of it-that it was to be more earnest in prayer. She said,
"Yes. How solemn, yet how good is it, to have one's soul drawn out in
prayer to God-to feel a spirit of true, earnest prayer for each other; for,
be sure, a blessing is at hand."
And now I come to the three last days of her life.
Sunday, March 18th.-She said nothing till the evening. Mr. C.
Chapman, one of the deacons of the chapel to which she belonged, called
in the afternoon. She wished for him to read and go to prayer, and, I
think, heard and enjoyed it, though she was unconscious at times of what
was said t6 her. In the evening she was more collected, and made
several sweet remarks on a Psalm that was read to her; and we went
to prayer. During the night, she said to me, "The Lord's first promise
that He gave to me has been of great comfort to me." I asked her what
it was. She said, " 'My grace is sufficient for thee.''' I said, "You
have, then, found Him faithful who promised?" She replied, "Yes;
He has not left me, though I do not realize His presence as I could wish."
As our conversation was generally in the silent hours of the night, when
all was quiet, she said she should like for me to repeat a portion or two
of Scripture, or a verse of a hymn, for it might help to comfort her.
Monday morning, March 19t1~. - I read to her part of the fifteenth
chapter of the first epistle to the Corinthians, and the seventh chapter
of Revelation. When I came to the verse, "These are they which are
come out of great tribulation," I said to her, "You are now going up out
of great tribulation." "Yes," she said, "great tribulation indeed. But
this body is such a poor shattered bark." " Yes," I said, " it is shattered;
but you are near port, and you will enter heaven full sail, and with an
abundant entrance that shall be administered unto you, into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord, where you will go no more out. And there will
be no night there; for thy' sun there shall no more go down, neither the
moon withdraw itself: for the Lord shall be thine everlasting Light. And
the days of thy mourning shall be ended.' Then," I said, "how different
from the wilderness we now are passing through; and, while you will be
landed safe, we are left to journey on a little longer." She took me again
by the hand, and said, with a look I shall not forget, "I cannot talk to
you; but you must not mind. I like for you to speak; I am now past
it. I have been trying to recall the many precious seasons I have enj oyed
in thinking on His name, but I cannot-my thoughts are so scattered."
I repeated" How sweet the name of Jesus sounds
In a believer's ear."
H
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She said, "Yes; He is precious!" I said, "You can say" 'Yes, Thou art precious to my soul,
My Transport and my Trust! "
" I can, indeed," she said. " Oh, that I could praise Him! But it cannot
be long. I think sometimes He shutteth out my prayer-that He does
not regard it. I long to be with Him. Do you think it will be long?"
I said, "No; but our dear Lord said, 'Your time is alway ready; my
time is not yet come.' ' But though the vision tarry, wait for it: it will
surely come, and not tarry' beyond the appointed time. Oh, for patience
to wait His time! " she said. 'I am sorry to feel so impatient. My grief
has been lest I should dishonom Him; yet, in the midst of all, I could
never give up my confidence in Him. I was afraid I should not hold out."
" But," I said, " it is not by our hold of Ohrist, but by His hold of us, that
we are enabled to endme." She looked up and said, "Yes." Through
the night she said nothing; only, about three o'clock, she told me Death
had just taken a chair by the side of her, and told her he was come
for her.
On Tuesday-the day of her death-I repeated to her" Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As sure as" the earnest is given;
More happy, but not morc secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven."
" Oh, for grace to endme ! " she said. Here was strong faith; but! said
to her, "You are as secme as they are, though not so happy; but you
soon will be; and, perhaps, before night you may have entered into rest, '
and so will have entered into their happiness." "Yes," she said, "and
I shall be waving my palm of victory." I said to her, "Have you nothing
to say to me ? " She said, "Read your Bible; seek to be found in Him ;
be a child at His feet." This was between eleven and twelve o'clock.
At one o'clock the doctor came, and said" she was fast sinking; a few
hours would finish her comse. Should he tell her?" . We said, "Yes."
At this time, her son, Mr. B--, came into the room. He said she longed
to hear it. He went to her, and told her that her sands were nearly run
but; two or three homs, and her course would be finished. She lifted
up her hands, and said" , 0 glorious hour! 0 blest abode!
I shall be with, and like my God;
And flesh and sin no more conti'ol
The sacred pleasures of my soul.'
Oh, to be found in Him! Precious Jesus, I shall then praise Thee."
About two o'clock, she repeated the first line again-

..

" , 0 glorious hour! 0 blest abode! '"
and wished me to join her in singing it. She began, but her voice faltered.
Shortly after this, she offered up a most solemn prayer, thanking the Lord
for His mercies, and begging help and support in this her last strugglecommending herself into His hands, for she was coming to Him to praise
Him; a worthless worm. The last words she was heard to say wel'cJ
" , Whom have I in heaven but Thee? and there is none upon earth I
desire beside Thee.' When flesh and heart fail, 'God is the strength of
my heart, and my portion for ever;'" At half-past two, she said to me,

.,;,
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taking me by the.hand, "Will you lift me up? " I did so, and at three
o'clock she breathed her last, and is now where she longed to be. For
" She ranges now the heavenly plains, "Released from sin, and pain, and
And sings His praise in melting
strife,
strains;
Death was the gate to endless life;
And now her soul begins to prove
An open cage to let her fly,
The height and depth of Jesus' love.
And reach her happy nest on high."
So slept in Jesus my valued friend, in the fifty-seventh year of her age,
20th March, 1860.
DEATH OF MR. JAMES RAMSDEN.
Mr. JAMES RAMSDEN, a native of England, but for over twenty years a
naturalized citizen of the United States, died in Oamden, N. J., on the
24th July. He was attacked by Oholera, which proved fatal in twelve
hours.
Our brother beloved was a worshipper in St. Paul's Ohurch,
and was an example of Ohristian conduct in all domestic, business, and
social relations.
Mr. Ramsden was the President of a Literary Association, which met
regularly to discuss grave and important subjects.
Mr. Oan, after a few feeling remarks in reference to the sudden departure from this life of the late President of the Association, requested that
the following minute be inserted in the records of the society : "We recognize in the death of our President, James Ramsden, the
interposition of the sovereign hand of God, to which we would, with submission, bow. We have followed to his sleeping-place all that remained
to us of our late companion in our social and intellectual fellowship, who
deserved and won our confidence and our esteem. Yet, while we bow
with chastened obedience, we sincerely mourn his loss, and shall cherish
him in our memories as one of those pleasant things which have cast
their grateful fragrance upon the path of our fleeting life. There is a
narrower circle in which our lamented friend was the centre and the
head; to the surviving members of that bereaved family we would tender
our warmest sympathies, and for them we would offer our fervent prayers
that they may find in the God of the covenant a Husband and a Father."
We have known Mr. Ramsden more than fifteen years, and ever found
him a devout and consistent Ohristian. He enjoyed clear and spiritual
views of the Gospel, and was instructed by the Holy Spirit in all the fulness and depth of covenant love and sovereign mercy. He often travelled
far to hear the truth preached, and made sacrifices of time, money, and
early prejudice, to enjoy its joyful sound. Ministers of Ohrist will miss
his open hand, struggling Ohurches his help, and spiritual men his
prayers. Brethren in England, with whom he loved to join in good
works, will miss his aid, advice, and sympathy; and will, with sorrow,
yet with rejoicing, enter his name among those who have helped forward
the cause of God and truth. He died as he lived, in the :firm faith in
Ohrist as his only hope, and, having all fear taken away,
" His flesh shall slumber in the ground,
Till the great trumpet's joyful sound;
Then burst the clods with sweet surprise,
.And in his Saviour's image rise."
-From the Episcopalian.
[Mr. Oollingridge informs us that Mr. Ramsden, in his. :frequen~ visi~s
to England, always called upon him, and expressed great lllterest III this
w()1"k.-Rn.J
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DEATH OF OUR OLDEST CORRESPONDENT.
Bedminster, Nov. 24, 1806.

DEAR READER,-A letter from our friend and publisher, this morning,
apprizes us of the removal from this vale of tears of our aged friend ancl
senior correspondent, the Rev. JOHN POYNDER, alias CRISPIN, of the Gospel
Magazine. Prior to his coming and spending a couple of days with us at
Bristol, Mr. COLLINGRIDGE had called to see him, hearing that he ,was sick
and confined to his bed; and on that occasion (Friday, the day se'nnight
before our dear brother breathed his last) Mr. COLLINGRIDGE was the
bearer of the following affectionate message: "My love to him,. SWlj, 'It's
all right. I would not have anything altered. It will soon be oVlJr.' ". Mr.
COLLINGRIDGEnOW writes: "The last words he was heard to say were,
'No alteration. My mind is fixed on the Rook. I am longing to go home.' "
One of his sons-now left to mourn the loss of a tender and devoted father
-in a letter now before us, says, "1 feel assured of your sympathies in my
distress, occasioned by the death of my beloved father, which oocurred on
Friday morning, at ten a.m., after a confinement of five weeks to the
house, and two to his bed; For the last thirty hours he was unconscious,
and not able to converse."
Beloved readers, at this late date of the month we cannot add more
than that we feel deeply our loss of a personal friend of five-and-twenty
years' standing-one who has contributed to this work for nearly half-acentury. With the exception of our friend and brother, the Rev. G. W.
STRATON (Rector of Aylestone), the Rev. J. W. GOWRING, and the writer
of" Nothing to Pay," we seem now left standing alone, as far as our first
and former correspondents are concerned. Oh, dear readers, how forcibly
does this remind us of our own mortality, and how this removal of one
and another and another of our beloved correspondents and readers
stamps everything of earth with uncertainty and "vanity of vanities."
The Lord, in mercy, grant that these bereaving providences may, in and
by the power of the Holy Ghost, stir us up to be sitting more and more
loosely to the things of time, and to be pressing more ardently and more
self-denyingly "towards the mark of the prize of our high calling of
God in Ohrist Jesus." Amen and Amen.
THE EDITOR.
P.S.-We should have added, that Mr. ROBERT HAWKER POYNDER has
promised us more detailed particulars, for next month's Magazine, of his
dear father's" being taken by the hand by the late Dr. HAWKER, his connexion and attachment to the Gospel ].fetgazine, and his final illness."

\
The End of All TMngs. By the Author of "God is Love," "Our
Heavenly Home," &c. Third and Last Series. Nisbet & Co.
[Second Notice.]
THE author of this wOl'k, Mr. James Grant, has attained extraordinary popularity in those circles of religious society which are deemed'specially evan·
gelical. Had we been asked to point out how he might add one more to his.
popular ovations; how he might produce a book which would be more widely
read by evangelical people than any of his others, we should have answered
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that nothing more was necessary for him than to write a book on Millenarianism, and to be as Millenarian as possible. No one knows this better
than himself. He is aware that Millenarian views are widely prevalent; he
expressly, and we have no doubt correctly, states, that" more than half of
the Evangelical Clergy of the Church of England are at this moment Mille·
narians;" and he declares that many of his dearest Christian friends" equally
remarkable for their gifts and graces," "eminent for the greatness of their
talents-for their deep and sustained spirituality of mind-for an habitually
close walk with God "-believe in the personal reign of Christ on earth, and
the oth~r Millenarian notions which cluster round the personal reign as a
centre. We are bound, therefore, to acknowledge that, in coming forward as
an opponent of MiUenarian views, he displays no common measure of self.
denial and courage, and desel'l'es tc> be believed when he alleges that he is
animated by a sense of duty.
Certain recent developments of Millenarianism ale calculated to startle all
but the most bigoted advocates of the theory. It is now common for Mille·
narians to believe in what is called a secret coming of Christ, and a secret
rapture of the saints. The Saviour, it is supposed, will come" into the air,"
or indeed may have already come, and will take up into the air with Him His
saints who are alive, as well as those who have been buried upon earth, and
will reign in the air before appearing to the people of this world. As to the
length of time between the secret and silent translation-or rather elevation, of the living saints to be with Christ in the air, and the assumption by
Him of sovereignty on earth, Millenarians are not agreed_ Some think it will
extend over centmies; some that it will be for a brief period, but all that
years will intervene between the catching up into the air and the commencement of the personal reign on earth. "'l'his feature in Millenarianism," says
our author, "is a comparative novelty. Until the time of Edward Irving it
was, so far as my acquaintance with Millenarianism extends, wholly unknown.
But, through his preaching and writings, it made no inconsiderable progress
in his day. I have met with some of his people, moving in the very highest
walks of life, who were so full and fond of the notion, that they could scarcely
think or speak of anything else. They expressed as firm a faith in the assumed
fact that they would not experience bodily death, but be caught up alive to
meet the Lord in the air, as they did in any other doctrine in the Bible.
Such a view appears to us to be little better than a trifling with Scripture,
and the fact that it is extensively accepted, affords powerful illustration of the
extravagance into which those who once adopt Millenarian sentiments are apt
to be carried.
But there are more practical evils resultant from the spread of these views.
"I do not believe," writes this author again, " that Christians generally have
any idea of the disastrous consequences which have resulted from Mille·
narianism, and which will inevitably continue to result from its prevalence, if
something be not done effectually to grapple with it, and precipitate its dis·
solution. It is one essential feature of the system-a feature common to all
its diversified forms-that the world wiU not be converted to Christ until He
comes again personally on the earth, and that then the Jews, previously
restored to their own land, in unbelief, but becoming believers in Jesus of
Nazareth, will be the honoured instruments chosen by God to bring about the
conversion of the world. What could be more natural, what more logical, than
that those who entertain this opinion should become inactive in the various
fields of missionary labour? It will accordingly be found that comparatively
few of the more decided Millenarians take a prominent part in the Bible, or
Missionary, or other societies instituted for the purpose of spreading the Gospel
at home and abroad. I could mention some Christians who were for many ye.trs
among the most liberal contributors to all the leading societies established for
the extension of Christianity, but who, having become Millenarians, have
almost entirely withdrawn. their subscriptions from such societies, although
their wealth has in the interim very greatly increased. Nor is it to be
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wondered at, that the man absorbed with Millenarian speculation should sub·
ordinate to it " other doctrines of paramount importance."
Thus far we have spoken chiefly of the first volume of the series. Of the
second and third volumes it is not necessary to advert at any length, becau~e
we have more recently reviewed them in the Gospel Magazine. Of the tlffrd
and last volume, we do not know that we can do better, after remarking that
"THE END OF ALL THINGS" is vigorously written and powerfully reasoned,
than quote what the Christian Observ(J'l' says in relation to it. The Christian
Observ(J'l', we ought to state, is the recognized organ of the Evangelical party
in the Church of England, established, and for many years conducted, by the
father of the late Lord Macaulay, and to which Hannah More, William Wilber.
force, Charles Simeon, Thomas Scott (the commentator), and nearly all the most
distinguished divines of the Established Church in the present century, have
been contributors. It thus speaks, in its number for the present month, of
the third and last series of" '£HE END OF ALL THINGS ;"-" Just as we were
closing this number, we received the final portion of this laborious work.
The author has brought together, in one view, a mass of unfounded theories
and vagrant .fancies sufficient to frighten a young student of prophecy
from any further investigation of the subject. So elaborate an exposure of
the extravagancies of Millenarianism, we have scarcely ever seen, Indeed,
we have few modern writers who would be able to undertake the task. As a
concentrated view of all varieties of en-oneous and rash interpretations of the
prophetic Scriptures, this work stands alone, and will probably lon~ continue
to do so."
We add, that we have read with care and interest the concluding volume of
Mr. Grant's series upon the most important subject on which he treats. If, in
his previous volumes, we deemed his arguments unanswerable, we entertain a
still stronger conviction in regard to the volume now before us, that his views
cannot be gainsayed. He has, in om belief, the word of God plainly and
decidedly on his side. He combats scripturally the many fanciful extravagancies in which numerous writers on prophecy have indulged. He shows
clearly that all Scripture cannot bear a literal interpretation. He proves-to
our satisfaction at least-that the reign of Christ, during the Millennium, is a
spiritual, and not a personal reign, in wlllch the Holy Ghost will be poured out
in a large and widespread measme; and that when Christ comes again in
person, it will be to judge the world at the last day, and to receive His elect to
Himself for ever and ever.
We cannot but commend this important work to the attention of our
readers. We ask, in its behalf, a careful and a prayerful perusal. We beg
the reader to seek to set aside preconceived opinions, and to "read, mark, learn,
and inwardly digest" the numberless Scripture proofs which Mr. Grant has
brought forward in support of his views.
At the risk of being misunderstood, we cannot but express our conviction
that the undue indulgence in a belief that Christ is upon the eve of coming
again in His own person to reign upon this earth, has diverted many from the
imminent dangers to which our great Protestant privileges are exposed. Of
this Popery and infidelity have taken advantage; and hence, in one respect,
our present imperilled position. Our duty (to use a word to which, for most
part, we object) is, to seek to spread in every possible way the word of God,
and to plead, earnestly and ardently, for a richer and fuller outpouring of the
Holy Ghost; so that, according to the covenant promise of Jesus, " He should
take of His, and shew them unto us." He should" bring all things to our
remembrance, whatsoever He said unto us," and that" He should show us
things to come." All these great and glorious verities are within the compass
of the express promise of Christ; and the fulfilment of which it is at once our
privilege and our province to plead; whilst, on the other hand, as it is written,
" Secret things belong unto God," and it is not for us "to know the times or
the seasons which the Father hath put in His own power." The seeking
in this respect to be "wise above what is written," or to pry within the folded
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leaves of the Divine decrees, has betrayed but too many into the wildest and
most extrav;1gant speculations; the which, never coming to pass, has resulted
only too frequently in disappointment and perplexity, if not worse.
The Sunday Maga"tine. Tlt01IAS GUTHIiIE, D.D. Strahan and Co., 56,
Ludgate Hilt-One always turns to this with interest, as there is
something new to be found in its pages. It ought to be a favourite in
our home circles.
Merry and TV-ise. Edited by Old ~.ferry; and The British Juvenile.-W e
can recomrnend both to our young friends; they will not find their
pence thrown away in purchasing them.
Tlte Sunduy Teacll8r's and the jJ£otlter's Treasury. The Mother's Friend.Will be found very useful by the class to whom they are addressed.
The Sih:er Cord. London: Eliot Stock, 62, Paternoster Row.-A pretty
story in rhyme for our chilli·en.

£

RITUALISM.
IN some places, where for three hundred years a certain mode of worship
has prevailed, a young incumbent, ignorant and vain to a degree-for it
is of such, and not of the best University men, that the High Church
party is now made up-is appointed, and at once, in spite of all remonstrances, he sets to work at a Ritualistic revival. He soon finds a set of
young men and women as perverse and foolish as himself, and the work
goes on amid the contempt of the educated and the anger of the people,
but to the real alienation of all. These innovations, carried yearly further
and further, are producing a serious effect on English society. Among the
middle classes there is a growing dislike of the Church, which is supposed
to be represented by the priestly propaganda. A religious census
taken at the next decennial period would show the extent of this movement. Among the more cultivated class there is a growing weariness and
indifference with regard to all Ohurch questions. Men of intelligence hold
themselves apart from the futile disputes, the narrow ecclesiasticism, the
frivolous tastes of the clergy. The end is not difficult to see. The bishops
may one day awake to the discovery that the numerical majority of English
people have become dissenters; that among the great number of those who
go to church there is no zeal for their creed or sympathy with its preachers;
and that the intelligent laity, who always had a kindly feeling for the
Ohurch, have come t-o regard it as an institution which has had its day,
and for the maintenance of which no man need bestir himself.
ANAGRAM ON THE WORD MONASTERY.
How much there is in a word! "Monastery," said I, "that makes nasty
Rome." And then I looked again, and it was more nasty-a very vile
place, or Roman stye. "Ay, monster!" said I, "have I found you out?"
" What monster?" said the Pope. "What monster?" said I; "why,
your own image there-stone Mary." "That," said he, "is my own starmy stella Maria, my pride, my treasure." "No," said I, "you should
say my treason." "Yet no arms," said he. " No," quoth I, "you rely on
quiet means, which do better, so long as you have no maste-ry; I mean
many m·ts." "No," said he, again, "these are Tory means; my senator
will baffie them." "I do not know that," said I; "but I think one
might make no mean star,!! out of this one WOl'd Monastery."-Old Paper.
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THE OLOSE OF THE YEAR.
To the Editor and Readers of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR FRIENDs,-Ere the year 1866 has taken its flight for ever,
and is numbered with the past, I "\lould fain send you a few lines of
encouragement, which I feel we all need as we wend our way home-

ward. We need encouragemEmt, for we have much up-hill work and
many disappointments i many open foes, and not a few treacherous
neighbours. I know there is in human nature a propensity to magnify
the present in comparison with the past, and to think our own age and
time, trials and difficulties, peculiar; yet, making due allowance for this
failing, I think all reflective minds "\lill acknowledge that the evils of the
present age, and its antagonism to the pure truths of God's blessed word
and the glorious Gospel of the Lord Jesus, both open and concealed, is
not light.
I think we have expected too much from the fact of our possessing
greater educational advantages than were possessed by previous generations. We have not remembered that it has been told us in the word
that" the world by wisdom knew not God," and that" the carnal mind
is" still, as ever, "enmity against God." The world is in many respects,
and in many of its phases, much improved, but it is the world still i and
worldly men, though they may wear the garb of religion, are, as of old,
strangers to the sanctifying influence of divine grace: hence the form is
assumed, the power denied.
Now, David was wont to "encourage himself" in the Lord his God;
and, however we may be inclined to look for our encouragement in the
breaking of the clouds, or in a lull of the storm, these are only secondary,
and can only encourage us by reminding us that the Lord "sitteth above
the waterfloods," that He holds the winds in the hollow of His hands, that
"Waves obey Him,
And the clouds before Him fly."
" The Lord He is God, the faithful God;" and His faithfulness is the
ground of our confidence. \Vhatever we need for the support and preservation of our poor bodies; for the securing of domestic comfort, and the
welfare of our loved ones; and, more than all, for the health, peace, and
welfare of our never-dying souls, is in the hands of our gracious covenant-keeping God, and His love-unchanging, unabating love-hath
bound Him to His children in an unalterable bond. His faithfulness it
is that, by the Holy Ghost's power, becomes the parent of our faith,
while our love to Him is the offspring of His love to us.
Now, my dear friends, looking off hom all things around us, and looking up to Jesus, we may boldly take our stand against all evils, all errors,
all "false doctrine, heresy, and schism i" against the evil of our own
fallen nature, and the evil one, who "walketh about like a roaring lion,
seeking whom he may devour," remembering that though the mountains
may depart, and the hills be removed, yet He hath said, "My lovingkindness shall not depart fl;om thee, neither the covenant of my peace be removed." "Let us" then, dear friends, "hold fast the profession of our
faith without wavering;" let us not forsake the assembling of ourselves
together; let us search the Scriptures daily; above all, let us come boldly
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to the throne of grace-so shall we find mercy, and obtain grace to help in
time of need; so shall we look on the departing year without a shadow
of regret, and greet its successor with hopeful smiles, saying, with the
holy apostle, "If God be for us, who can be against us ?"
Believe me, yours faithful brother,
ALFRED HEWLETT.

A WORD ON BEHALF OF THE MAGAZINE.
BELOVED READERS,-As you are aware, it is our practice at the close of
the year to say a word or two on behalf of our Magazine.
Each year brings with it many and important changes. Many of our
aged readers pass off from the stage of time, and enter upon their happy
home-their eternal and all-glorious inheritance. These need no longer
such little helps in the way of the wilderness as the Gospel Magazine and
kindred works supply. As on a former occasion we remarked, we are
astonished at the number of cards we receive, intimating that such and
such a reader is no more! Oh, how very many h.ave thus passed away,
during our connexion with this work! Other readers remove, it may be,
to far-distant lands; and some time elapses before they settle, and intercourse is renewed. Just as "lie now take up the pen, a letter from a
beloved, but personally-unknown correspondent, apprizes us of her removal
to India; and touching are her remarks in the prospect of leaving her
aged parents, to settle in that far-distant clime. Moreover, the year now
closing, having been an exceedingly disash'ous one (in a monetary point
of view) with multitudes, who have become impoverished through bankfailures and other reverses, some, from such causes, have had to relinquish
this work.
Under these circumstances, we have again to solicit the interest of our
readers on its behalf. We need scarcely say that the times in which we
live are solemn and eventful in the extreme. Not only is the commercial
world convulsed, and the political world unsettled, but the religious world
(so called) is agitated to the last degree. There is an excitement abroad in
Christendom which (connected as it is with the progress of science and the
opening up of other lands) is perfectly unparalleled. The aspect of the
world, as a "IIhole-commercially, politically, religiously-is portentous.
All indicates that events of the very gravest importance are at hand. As
for our own loved England, a strange and most contradictory influence is
at work. Ecclesiastically, there is an effort to invest the priesthood (so
called) with more power, by which (as in Ireland) they "IIould lord it over
the people, and keep them in awe; politically, there are endeavours to
invest the people with more po"ller. Thus there are directly opposing influences in operation. And all this is perplexing and harassing to the
thoughtful and the prudent.
Again, "lie say, that it is under these circumstances "lie claim attention
to and support for this "IIork. Our mission (if we understand it) is to the
anxious, the inquiring, the burdened, and the sorro"llful. In a marked
distinctiveness from the sensational and the sentimental, the Gospel
Magazine insists upon the absolute and indispensable necessity for the new
birth; and it seeks to trace out and open up the nature and operations of
that new and imperishable life which God the Holy Ghost imparts to the
previously dead in trespasses and sins. The co-equality of God the Holy
Ghost with God the Father and God the Son, in the unity of the Divine
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Essence, is held by us as a doctrine of the most sacred importance; ancl
equally so held, as most sacred and altogether indispensable, is the fact, that
the personal ministry of the selfsame Holy Ghost is absolutely and equally
indispensably needed for the quickening' of the spiritually dead-the testifying and revealing of Christ-the nourishing and maintaining life in the
soul, in opposition to the counter-working of sin, Satan, and the "orld.
Furthermore, the person of Christ, as the" chiefest among ten thousand,
and the altogether lovely," is held up in these pages as the sinner's only
hope and never-failing refuge. Redemption by His blood, and rig'hteousness by His merits, is a theme upon which, we trust, this work will ever
continue to dwell with increased emphasis and urgency. In a word,
the grand fundamental truths upon "hich we hope ever to insist, are the
unity of the Trinity, God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy
Ghost, and their co-equality and co-essentiality in the grand covenant
scheme of redemption-namely, the :Father's eternal love in the choice of
His people in Christ; the Son's redeeming blood and justifying righteousness; and the Holy Ghost's personal "ork and ministry, in causing the
sinner to know himself as such-revealing Christ, and giving him, by
faith, to plead the efficacy of His sin-atoning blood and justifying righteousness-and carrying on the work of faith and hope and love all through
these chequered scenes and conflicts of the wilderness, until He finally
lands him safely. and securely in that glorious inheritance which is "incorruptible, undefiled, and·that fadeth not away."
Reader, these are our principles-this the theme of these pa~es. If,
therefore, you value such, and if, in these so superficial days, you believe
this trumpet to give a certain sound-calculated to arouse, enlighten,
instruct, and comfort-we ask you, then, for your practical support and
your personal recommendation.
Moreover, when errors of the most subtle and ensnaring character are
so rife, and when such various expedients are resorted to, with a view to
attract the attention and enlist the sympathies of the young and inexperienced-surely the Gospel Magrru:ne has strong claims upon the parent,
the guardian, and the spiritually-minded instructor. Its pages present,
from time to time, self-evident proofs of the power of the truth as it is
in Jesus, both in the living and the dying experience of God's deal'
children. What godly parent but must feel a peculiar satisfaction in
placing such a work in the hands of his children, as illustrative of what
the grace of God does for its possessors?
Permit us, reader, to add, Be not satisfied with simply subscribing and
reading for yourself, but urge others also to subscribe. And, should there
. be any poor brother or sister in the faith who cannot afford to purchase
for themselves, we much question if you would be a loser, by the end of
the year, if you purchased it for them.
God bless you.
THE EDITOR.

A WEEK OR TWO IN IRELAND.
(Oontinued from

Sept.7.-Have just left Cahir.

0111'

last.)

Passed the night at the vicarage, and
enjoyed several hours' happy intercourse with my dear old friend, the
Rev. J. Morgan, the vicar. He is largely and usefully employed here.

.
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The military add materially to his work; and I know by experience the
soldiers are an agreeable class of men among whom to be working. Templemore presents most satisfactory recollections in this particular. I don't
think my dear old friend, the present Rector of K--, the Rev. W. Sandford, ilas ever more usefully employed than as chaplain of the military
at the latter place. The special service to a full chmch of soldiers was
a most interesting one, and the visits to the hospital, and addresses to the
sick and convalescent, were very profitable, both to teacher and taught.
Upon arriving at Templemore yesterday, I took a car and drove at once
to the mountains, to the scene of my first labours in Ireland. The road
brought vividly to my remembrance the seasons of communion I enjoyed
going to and fro to the mountains to speak in my blessed Master's name.
First, I noted myoId lodgings, before which were almost perpetually
standing a group of famine-stricken applicants. The house was now
dosed. The former occupants were dead; indeed, upon inquiring for
this and that one, the general answer of the driver was, "Ah, your
honour, and he's dead; and sure he was a good man." I repeat, how
many objects in the road reminded me of scenes of twenty years gone
by! There is the mansion of the late Sir Henry Carden. The day after
I came to Ireland, he sat as Chairman at the Court-house, listening to the
appeal of the starving poor. In the short space of a few months he died,
and a multitude followed him to the grave. Sir John (his successor) had
married a young and beautiful wife. She was present at the opening of
our little school-house in the mountains. A few months after I left the
neighbomhood, I was exceedingly pained at hearing that in one moment
a very simple accident deprived her of life. They were then in residence
at this family mansion, the grounds of which we are now passing. Sir
John had been shooting. On retmning,'he rested his gun by a gardenseat, on which Lady Ca.rden was seated. A slight movement caused it to
fall; in falling, the trigger was caught by a twig. The gun, in consequence, went off, and, the contents passing through the head or heart of
Lady Carden, she instantly fell dead at her husband's feet! Thus terminated the life of that animated-that young and beautiful woman. What
a proof was this of the vanity and uncertainty of all human greatness and
distinction. "Gpon descending those hall-steps, how little did Lady Cat'den,
or any of her household, imagine that in a few minutes that active
frame would be brought back a lifeless lump of clay-that that noble
hall was so soon to be turned into a house of mourning. . . . .
Imagine yourself, reader, to be seated on one side of an Irish jauntingcar with me, and I will call your attention to sundry objects of interest.
Now, you see this long and lofty wall smrounding' the estate next to that
to which I have just referred? The heir to this property was, at the time I
was here, taken away in a few days by the fever which was then prevailing
in connexion with the famine. Thus his earthly prospects were blighted,
and the hope of his family so suddenly cut off, Here was another example
of the uncertainty of all human expectations. I used to regard it as a
singular fact, with respect to the famine-fever of which I have spoken, that
when the wealthy and well-cared for were smitten by it, they died; whilst
the poor, who had to quit their cabins, and tbJ:oil up a temporary covering
against a bank by the wayside, invariably recovered. Their only medicine
or nourishment (if you please to call it) was Jlure water from the stream
hard by. Moreover, the fresh air, in contrast to the close atmosphere of
the curtained bedchamber, might have had to do with their recovery.
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You see this building? Well, that is a police-station. It reminds me
of a very painful scene I once witnessed there. I was on my way, as we
are now, to the farm-house in the mountains, when I was about to speak
to the little group of Protestants who used, from time to time, to assemble
there, when my attention was called to the case of a poor man who, whilst
returning from his work in another part of the mountains, had sat down
by the roadside, and died from sheer want and exhaustion. There lay his
poor body in an outhouse just at the back of that room you see on
the right hand of the door. One or two of his children were standing
weeping over their poor father's remains. It was a most touching sight.
I gave some relief, and promised to visit them.""

* The remembrance of this case has prompted me, whilst preparing this for the press, to
refer to the volume in which I gave, at the time, some account of Irish scenes. As so
many years ha,e since passed away, and but few copies have fallen into the hands of our
present readers, it may neither be without interest nor unprofitable to quote the particulars of this case, as published in the Gospel J[agazine for April, 1847.
"Sunday, Feb. 21st, 1847.-1 was stoppe.1 on my way to the mountains to-day, and my
attention called to a most distressing case. A man (who had been employed upon the
public works, and who had to walk a distance of from four to five miles, over hedge, ditch,
and bog, night and morning) had dropped and died on his way home on Friday night. His
body was found yesterday morning. There lay the corpse in an outhouse of the public
barracks, awaiting a coroner's inquest. He appeared to be about thirty-five to forty.
They told me he was, till lately, a stout, hale man, but now he had dwindled away to a mere
skeleton. It was a painfully-affiictive sight. Thence I went on to my lecture, and
addressed my little company from a few ,er5es of the ninety-first Psalm. Two or three
Roman Qatholics were present, and, as all were acquainted with the deceased, and the
lllanner of his death, whilst on the one hand, I endeavoured to speak of the security ancI
the exalted privileges and blessings of those interested in the Psalm before us, I spoke, on
the other hand, of the contrast- of what it was to die out oj Christ, and seized this, so
suitable an opportunity, to testify against the ,ain idea of a pttrgatory. This poor man's
state was now unalterably fixed; for the Scriptures declare, that' as the tree falls, so it lies.'
But as I spoke my soul was humbled, deeply humbled; for, though the poor Romanists
themselves were especially attentive, I know not that I ever saw my own little flock so
restless. Probably a degree of jea,' operated on them as to consequences; but my own
mind was doubly convinced of the utter helple:,mess of the creature to convey any tmth
to the heart of another, however deeply his own mind may' be impressed with it; and,
moreover, the total inadequacy of any providential visitation (however painful or striking)
in itEelf to reach that heart. Nothing-no, nothing, short of an almighty power can do
this; and, if God does not in mercy compassionate Ireland, this visitation, severe as it is,
will be altogether lost upon her people. Popery, on the one hand, and mere nominal
Protestantism, on the other, will still hold her in worse-far more destructive-bonds,
that Egyptian slavery.
" Monday, 22nd.-Mr. Sandford and I ha,e this day been over the mountain to ,isit the
family of the PQor man whose body I saw yesterday. The cabin is pitched on the inner
side of the mountain, in a huge glen, the wilde5t tract of country I ever beheld. It is a
complete hermitage. One would scarcely ha,e supposed that human bpings could have
existed in such a lone desolate spot, the approach to which is difficult, and in many places
dano'erous. Upon reaching the summit of the mOlUltain, you have in your rear a beautiful
ext~nt of country, with hill and dale stretching far and wide, fertile in the highest degree,
and enlivened here and there with a lively gleam of sunshine, or little bright spots caused
by the brilliant shadows of a transparent cloud; but here a total change presents itself. A
dark, boggy, gloomy-looking, uncultivated glen of considerable extent, with just three lone
cabins planted on yonder side, scarcely perceptible but for the little smoke which a turf
firc sends curling its way up into the frowning atmosphere. Arrived at the cabin-a dark,
comfortless hut, with jmt one gap in the wall, of a foot square, intended for a window-we
found four small children crouched round the fire, and in the inner room lay the poor
widow, sick in fever, with an infant at her breast, and a boy of about fourteen years of age
at the other end of the bed. The girl who had been our guide made the seventh child.
The only nourishment the family had was from that which my readers had enabled me to
send the previous day. From the poor woman's statement, it appeared that she also had
been employed on the public works, and had gone at daybreak, and returned long after
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Now, when we have ascended yonder hill, and turned off to the right,
we shall com.e in view of the cabin-or so-called farm-house-where I
"Was first privileged in November, 1846, to call the attention of my little
mourning company, in the midst of the then widespread famine-scenes,
to that precious Scripture, "Behold, I bring you good tidings of great
jo,', "Which shall be to all people."
..l.h ~ there is the place, and there the school-house which was subsequently erected; but oh, what a change! The latter building, I perceive,
is allo"Wed to fall into decay. Here is the cabin where we first assembled
on that never-to-be-forgotten Sunday; but where are its occupants? Where
the aged couple who then resided here, and who used to listen with so much
interest to all that was spoken? Where, too, are their children, and their
children's children? Precious have been the moments passed under that
humble thatch; precious the times and seasons when speaking of one's
gracious Lord and Master, and of His merciful dealings with poor sinners.
Here comes a little girl. "Child, who lives here now? and where are

/

dark, the ~tanre before alluded to, until nature had become exhausted, and s.he had lain
prostrate by want, and now by fe,er, for a fortnight. Her poor husband, who left her to
go to his work on the Friday morning, she saw no more! He was taken from the spot
"here he died to the place where I saw him, and thence to his grave. 0 sad scene! My
,ery heart seemed to rend as I contemplated that unhappy family, and listened to the
bitter weeping of the poor woman. We gave her further assistance; and, urging upon her
the nece59ty ef weaning the child, arranged the supply of provision for that purpose. On
our way home we nsited many cabins. In one, a poor fellow lay very ill, and almost
destitute. He had fallen into a deep bog-hole whilst returning from his work in the dark
black night, o,er those rugged mountains, and, but for the timely aid of one of his fellows,
must haye perished. In another, the cow had died from disease and want of nourishment.
No one would bury the carcase; and, in answer to our inquiries, they said they were going
to salt it down and eat it.
"/jut/day, Narch 7th.-Four Roman Catholics at my lecture to-day, and about a dozen
outside the cabin. This is the fourth or fifth attendance of one or two of them. We had
six-and-thirty altogether. Subject, Genesis xxvii. 38. On coming out, was met by the
poor boy referred to February 22, who was then lying sick on his bed with his mother.
He was now returning from her burial. Poor boy! hapless family! seven orphans, and on
that wild mountain! 0 my readers! 0 my soul! why art thou, and thine, thus mercifully dealt with? Grace, free grace! blood, precious blood! mercy, unmerited mercy!
I should like to die with grace, and blood, and mercy on my lips!
"Monday, 8th.-Went to-day to the cabin over the mountains; found the poor orphan
children crowded round the fire. The boy came to the door of the cabin, and, in answer
to my questions, said that, from fear of the' fever, no one would venture into the cabin.
The mother had been speechless for many hours; they sat up with her all night; no
friendly hand came to their aid in that dark, dreary spot; in the morning she died. Still
no one would venture in; and at night the boy, with a sister younger than himself, placed
the body of their poor mother in the coffin, and on Sunday (as before mentioned) took it to
the grave! Poor boy! he "ept as he told his pitiful tale, and I could scarcely forbear to
weep too, as I looked round upon that wild waste, and thought of-yea, gazed uponseven fatherless, motherless children, the eldest fourteen or fifteen, the youngest in a
cradle! Poor boy! 'What could I say-what could I better say, than that I once (when
yet not much older than he) lost a father, and a mother too; and, as I stood weeping at
the gra,e of one, thinking my every friend was gone, a better Father, eyen One in heaven,
whispered, 'Look to me?' I listened-Iooked-and from that moment forward found in
Him a Father and a Friend! Poor boy! He wiped away the tear, as he replied, 'My
father died, and that day fortnight my mother too; but God never since has let us want a
meal.' There was a something in the language and manner of the poor lad's reply that
touched me to the heart. But, so early had he been trained to Popery, that, when I spoke
of his poor parents, and the solemnity of death, he said, 'Yes, my sister and I, on coming
from my mother's burial last night, said an Ave Maria and two Paternosters for their
souls!' Oh, the value of early and really-spiritual instruction in the simple truths of our
most glorious Gospel!"
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they at the present?" This I find is a grandchild of the old couple Just
referred to; the mother is gone out, and the father at work at a distance.
Oh, there is a sad, sad falling off! It is clear that the former inhabitants
of this little hamlet are either dead or have emigrated. What a change!
It is most depressing. And that widespread and most beautiful prospect
too, that used to gladden one's heart in the contemplation. That is the same,
but the people-the people-where are they? Ah, here comes a woman,
running! She remembers me, and I can just trace the features of one of
myoId hearers. She is the daughter of the aged ones of whom I spake.
Oh, how sad! I find one and another and another dead; and this one and
that one far removed. Well, I could scarcely have thought that twenty
years would have wrought such a change; and yet so it is. But I rejoice
to find that the old testimony is not forgotten by some of the few that now
remain. May God grant that the word then spoken may be found, at the
last great day, to have been a fruit-bearing, Christ-exalting word.
"Now, Carman, we must drive on; and I want you to take the other
road, and call at the little farm-house which Davis used to occupy." This
was another Protestant's house which I used to visit, and where, once a fortnight, I held a cottage-lecture. It was the little farm from which, as I
stated at the time, the six sheep were stolen, and where, when I went out
to speak upon Christ as the Good Shepherd, I found them all in such
great distress in consequence of their loss. These sheep poor Davis had
been fattening with a view to sell in order to pay his rent. He had left
his bed two or three times of a night to see that they were safe; and
this he had done on the very night they were stolen. His movements,
however, were watched; and when, on the night in question, he had
returned to his bed, the six sheep were taken away. I felt much pained
at their loss. It served, by contrast, shikingly to illustrate my subject; for
the Good Shepherd will never lose any of His sheep. "I give unto my
sheep," He says, "eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall
any pluck them out of my hand." At the close of our little meeting, I
besought the Lord to sanctify the loss, and ventured to ask (though I felt
a forbidding on my spirit at the moment of asking, because it seemed so
unreasonable under the circumstances), that, if it were His will, He would
restore the sheep. This (to the perfect surprise of all) the Lord did, for,
daylight overtaking the thief, some £i,e or six miles away, he ran off, and
left the sheep; and that, too, at a time when sheep and cattle were being
slaughtered and stolen on every hand. As God graciously ordered it, this
seemingly little incident was the commencement of my work in Ireland. It
was the relief sent to me on behalf of this poor man, from a dear friend in
Sussex, that enabled me to commence my house-to-house visiting among
the poor and the starving, and was indirectly connected with my afterlabours in the sister-isle.
Hence I can but feel interested on the present occasion in revisiting this
spot; and I feel it a privilege to alight from the car to glance again at the
room where prayer was then offered, and where there were gathered around
me that weeping group. Ah, how little did the present occupants (evidently
Roman Catholic) appear to know of the great secret of prayer, and of what
it was to commune with God in times of trouble and perplexity. What a
perfect blank there seemed upon them as I spoke; and that aged woman,
too, who formed one of the present occupants. Oh, how my heart
yearned over her, as I thoug-ht of the delusiveness and the destructiveness
of the system in whose bonds and fetters she was held! Oh, what an ines-
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timable boon is the light of truth, breaking in as it does, by t4e power of
the Holy Ghost, upon the previously dark and benighted understanding!
Oh, what a mercy it is when the Lord the Spirit is pleased to arrest a poor
sinner, and show him where he is, and what he is, as well as from whom
alone he can obtain pardon and peace. How well does it behoye the
better-taught to bless and praise Him for that teaching, as well as to adore
Him for the exercise of that Divine sovereignty and Almighty power by
which they were alTested, whilst others were allowed to persevere in their
heathenish darkness and superstition. "Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto
us, but unto Thy name be the praise, for Thy mercy and for Thy truth's
sake. "
A.nd here we are once more at the town. Templemore seems indeed to
ha,e made no progress, but the contrary, notwithstanding the completion
of its railroad.
I mnst pay a running visit to the Rectory. Ah, here everything reminds
me of my late but long-departed friend, the Rev. J. B. ORMSBY. To this
house I fu-st came, upon my arrival in Ireland. Here we had many
happy meetings, as well as at our dear friend's, the Rev. W. SANDFORD'S;
and here is the church, too. I am glad to visit it once more. Within these
walls I was permitted to preach my first sermon after ordination. Oh,
what a God has my God been to me from that moment to this~yea, ever
since I was born. I feel my heart glow with gratitude, that the Lord
should ever have put it into the heart of the beloved and now very
..-enerable Bishop of Cashel to invite me to come over to this place. Here
was the beginning of my work; here the commencement of that ministry
in which He has since condescended to make some little use of me for
nearly twenty years.
All this scene calls up to my mind the most grateful reflections;
and, whilst looking back with thankful remembrance upon all the way
by which the Lord has led me, I feel emboldened to exclaim, "Surely
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and I will
dwell in the house of the Lord for ever." Having had a pleasing interview of a few minutes with the present Rector, the Rev. J. MADDEN, I
again take the train for Cahir, where I hope to meet my dear old friend,
the Rev. JOHN MORG.......".
APPEAL TO THE BISHOPS.
[The annexed weighty and important appeal to the archbishops and
bishops, is from the pen of an aged clergyman in Ireland. His standing
and experience claim for him a patient hearing. His remarks may well
arouse to thoughtfulness and consideration those who seem either to have
sunk into a morbid indifference, or else are yielding to a guilty and most
lamentable expediency. Many of our bishops seem blinded to the fact
that their parleying with, or pandering to, the Tractarians and Ritualists,
are fast alienating the affections of the people from the Church. They
are d.Tiving the people either to Rome or Dissent. It is useless for our
ecclesiastical rulers to plead innocency in this respect. Instead of their
remaining neutral, as they have done-some indeed have done worse, for
they have cleaTly more sympathy with Ritualism than with Evangelismif they felt they had not poweT to grapple with the enemy, or were loth
to institute expensive proceedings against a traitorous conspiracy, it was

1

I
1

660

THE GOSPEL

MAGAZIN1~.

[December 1,1866.

for them to have made an appeal to the laity. Under such circumstances
the laity would have stood by them; and, by their purse and their influence, would have supported a vigorous defence of our country and its
Ohurch-the constitution of both the one and the other of which is now
(to say the least) most fearfully imperilled.-ED.J
To

THE MOST REVEREND THE LORDS ARCHBISHOPS, AND TO THE RIGHT
REVEREND THE LORDS BISHOPS OF THE UNITED OHURCH IN ENGLAND.

My Lords,-With humility and deference I address you. I am an
aged minister who lived above twenty years in England, and lately
revisited your country, and there witnessed what I thought Protestant
England would never permit, much less foster. I saw churches and professed ministers of the Gospel decked out with many of the meretricious
ornaments of the apost[lcy, Romanising doctrine taught, and many
deluded by these false and Jesuit ministers. No wonder Dr. Manning
boasts, no wonder the lover of the Ohurch is sorrowful; for not only are
many of the higher ranks falling away to Rome, but pions members are
leaving our communion in despair, and becoming Dissenters. If these
things are permitted, the Ohurch of England must fall. I have just
received a letter from a person of high rank and influence, from which
allow me to give an extract: "My blood boils in my veins to read of the
infamous doings in the Tractarian churches, especially in London. If I
were bishop, I would run all risks, and lock the church doors against
these wretched men, with their incense, false doctrine, &c. G,od will not
much longer forbear to visit England with some sore judgment for this
falling away from the truth." Thank God the Ohurch in Ireland would
not submit to false teaching and Tractarian mummeries; and this faithfulness may be the reason why Satan has raised up in England so many
enemies against our branch of the United Ohurch, and creates a sinful
apathy in those who ought to be, by office and station, her warmest
friends and defenders. She is a great bulwark of truth and loyalty, and,
if overthrown, the sister Ohurch in England will quickly follow.
.
My Lords, if the bishops have not legal power, let them seek it from
Parliament without delay, and let our Ohurch be purged from everything
doubtful, so that not one with even a taint of Romanism can hold any
office in her communion. Alas! ho" is it now with the dear old Ohurch
of our fathers, for which faithful bishops and ministers of Ohrist laid
down their lives-the Bible Ohurch, under which England rose and
became the first nation of the earth!
The Papal nations of Europe are casting off the idolatries and bondage
of Rome; and shall mighty England now yield up the saving doctrine of
justification by faith in the sole merits and righteousness of the Redeemer,
for the deceitful vanities of a semi-Romish Ritual-an unscriptural, sensuous
service, dishonouring to God, and destructive to man?
My Lords, I would therefore implore of you, by your love for Jesus-by
the martyred dead-by that love for souls which every earnest follower of
the Redeemer must feel-in these solemn, these last days, I callnpon you
to come at once to the rescue. On the Church devolves this great duty; on
each archbishop, bishop, minister, and godly layman of that Ohurch lies the
present and eternal responsibility to drive out infidelity-Romanism, and
whatever tends to it. And if we do not each strive to do this, by argument
and entreaty, as opportunity offers, lost souls will cry out against ns, and
we shall be judged unfaithful to our trust.

December 1, 1866.)

661

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

The great Head of the Church is coming, who will set all things to
rights for His people, but in the meantime let none shrink from stern
duty. Well may we pray, in the words of the collect, "0 Lord, we
beseech Thee, let Thy continual pity cleanse and defend Thy Church, and
because it cannot continue in safety without Thy succour, preserve it
evermore by Thy help and goodness, through Jesus Christ our Lord."
Praying earnestly that the Lord may incline the archbishops and
bishops of England to receive this letter in a spirit of kindness and forbearance, I have the honour to remain, with great respect,
~ Your Lordships' very faithful and obedient servant,

J AMES P.

GARRETT.

Kellistown Rectory, Carlow, October, 1866.

"Can ye not discern the signs of the times? "-MATT. xvi. 3.

ONCE more the voice of thanksgiving is heard in our land-thanksgiving for
prayer answered, and great mercy vouchsafed. Both the cattle plague and
the cholera have almost, we are thankful to say, disappeared from amongst
us, health has been restored to our dwellings, and the remnant of our flocks
and herds has been spared. The sceptic may affirm that this is a mere matter
of chance; but the enlightened believer says that it is God's gracious, undeserved mercy, and the fulfilment of the promise, " Ask, and ye shall receive;
seek, and ye shall find." The new form of thanksgiving ordered by Her
Majesty in Council, and prepared by the Archbishop of Canterbury, is most
appropriate; but we should like to see a day set apart for a national expression
of gratitude. At present this may be premature; but we trust that when the
right time comes, it will not be overlooked or forgotten.
A most important and interesting work appears to be going on amongst the
Oriental churches. Hitherto there was too much reason to fear that they were
envelop~d in spiritual darkness; but now the true light of the Gospel seems to
be breaking in upon them. An Archbishop of one of these churches, whose
name for the present is withheld, but who is evidently a man of considerable
authority, having several bishops under him, has written the following inte.
resting letter to the Bishop of Jerusalem, dated September 23, 1866: ., To
the Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of Jerusalem, Samuel Gobat,-We beg to
inform your Lordship that we are convinced of the duty of everyone, before
all tbings, and above all things, to inquire about the salvation of his own so~l;
undoubtedly, he who is not studious about this inquiry, ha.s not the Spirit of
Christ: It is the duty of every man to follow the truth-and those who know
the truth, but walk in darkness; those who have the light, but hide it under a
bushel, will suffer severe punishment, as it is written, Rom. i. 18. I likewise
inform your Lordship that I met, six years ago, with a 'Book of Common
Prayer,' which I read, and found it built upon the Bible, with its orders. The
Ecclesiastical rites I found in accordance with the orders of the holy apostles.
I therefore greatly wished that this Church, built upon the foundations of
the truth, should be established in this country in order that I might be its
minister, saving my own soul, and the souls of some of my brethren, who still
are strangers to the truth. Now there arrived out Brother the Reverend
Carabet, sent by your Lordship to preach the Gospel in our parts, wherein he
had considerable success. All people thank God for this church, and a great
many have joined the same with gladness. After his departure some confusion
arose among the people; but, had he remained always with them, we should

662

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE,

[December 1, 1866.

have seen much fruit of his labours in the Church. We therefore request you
to care for our affairs, and for the necessities of the churches in our parts,
which are bought by the precious blood of Christ; and we pray to God that
at the revelation of the Great Head of all Churches, He may give to you the
crown of glory that fadeth not away. Amen. We are exceedingly anxious
to receive an answer to this our letter at - - . The bearer of this letter, - - ,
may inform you more at large about its contents. This is our request, and
we ask God to pour out His Spirit upon us-the Spirit of grace, through His
dear Son Jesus Christ. Amen. (Signed) The Wakeel (or Archbishop) of
the See of - - , - - Bishop." This letter was preceded by another, dated
August 2, from twenty-nine members of a Protestant congregation under the
Archbishop, in which they express similar sentiments to his, and their earnest
desire to be more fully instructed in the truth as it is in Jesus. ~In reply,
Bishop Gobat writes an admirable letter, expressing the joy and gratitude
which he felt on the receipt of their good tidings, setting before them plainly
the great truths of the Gospel, and giving them some excellent advice relative
to their future course. May we not hope that this may be the commencement
of a glorious change in that darksome region of the earth-the rising again as
it were of the star of Bethlehem, bringing multitudes of the children of the
East to a saving knowledge of the Redeemer P
From this cheering intelligence we turn with sorrow to the contemplation
of two events which have lately occurred at home, viz., the judgment of the
Master of the Rolls in the case of Dr. Colenso, and the appointment of Mr.
Maurice to the Knightbridge Professorship at Cambridge. The former was,
we believe, generally anticipated; the question was not whether Dr. Colenso
was disqualified on the ground of morals or heresy to hold the office of Bishop
of Natal, but simply whether he could legally claim the arrears of salary withheld from him by the Trustees of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel.
On the latter point, Lord Romilly decided in the affirmative; and, much as
we must regret the decision, giving the appearance as it does of confirming
Dr. Colenso in his erroneous course, we do not see how it could have been
otherwise as the law is at present. A series of egregious blunders appear to
have been made in the framing of the laws bearing upon our Colonial Church.
This has been followed by a still more serious mistake, in the appointment of
the Bishop of Natal; and the evils which we now have to deplore are the
natural result. But with regard to the latter event-the appointment of Mr.
Maurice-we must say that we are surprised and deeply grieved. We should
have thought the well-known and very unsatisfactory character of his religious
opinions would have utterly excluded him from such an appointment; but,
instead of this being the case, it seems as if they were the very means of
obtaining it for him; one of the electors even made a public boast (as if it
were a most creditable deed), that his vote, being the fourth, out of seven, had
secured Mr. Maurice's appointment! Mr. Clayton observes: "Certainly there
were facts in Mr. Maurice's past history which ought to have made those
electors pause before they imposed such a teacher upon our students. For
example, they could not but be aware that those must have been very grave
reasons for dissatisfaction with Mr. Mam·ice's theological teaching which compelled so cautious a man as the late Bishop Blomfield to adopt so extreme a
measure as that of removing him from his post as Lecturer in King's College,
London. The electors, too, must surely have forgotten that the notorious Dr.
Colenso, just before he left England for Natal, in 1853, published a volume of
sermons with a dedication to Mr; Maurice, and that in the dedication he stated
that he was under the deepest obligations to Mr. Maurice for the views he had
adopted, and that, in effect, he had hardly understood the Christian religion
till he had studied Mr. Maurice's writings. I am aware that it will be objected
that the Knightbridge Professorship is a Professorship of Moral Philosophy,
and not of Theology. I am, however, at the same time painfully conscious, from
what I know of the great influence exercised over young men by so amiable a
man as Mr. Maurice, that there is much danger of his theological sentiments
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being adopted at Cambridge to a far greater extent than many will suspect,
by his future coune:rion personally with our undergraduates. I cannot but
regard the appointment as a most disastrous one, and (as a member of the
Uninrsity) I make my solemn and public protest against it."
Thus elTor is installed upon our high places, and scepticism and latitudinarianism are publicly countenanced. vVhat can we expect from the future
youth of our universities, if snch be the influences under which they are to be
trained ?
One of the most remarkable features of the present time (considering its
intelligence), is we think the ready credulity with which false statements are
recei.ed when put forward publicly with boldness. The multitude of quack.
ad,ertisements so continuously inserted in almost every newspaper is an inSLance of this; for they must be well supported, or they would not continue
to appear. So are the debates in the House of Commons; we have been frequently astonished at the quietness and complacency with which honourable
members have listened to utterly erroneous statements repeated again and again in their hearing, statements which any well-informed person ought to
be able easily to refute: more especially we have noticed this with reference
to the debates upon the Papacy and its aggressive efforts; the Maynooth grant,
the Irish Church, and Uni.ersity education in Ireland. Our popular orators,
too. furnish us with another instance. Their favourite schemes of Reform
are-according to their showing-an infallible panacea for all the ills of our
conntry, and, until "e act according to their advice, we must expect to remain an ill-used, miserable, degraded people! But these very schemes have
been actually tried in other countries. What then has been their effect? Such
as to make any sensible person hesitate long before attempting to bring them
into operation here. Their effect in America is that" bribery and cOlTuption
prevail to an extent greater than existed in the worst days of the Parliament
of England." We are told upon competent authority, that "the people of
New York State are, as a body, better' educated and more prosperous than the
people of any district in these islands; and yet, under the suffrage of the
multitude, the city is at the mercy of 'the great.grog-shop interest,' which
can send to the poll 25,000 votes; while the State Legislature wallows in corruption, 'no measure, however meritorious, escapes the attention of 'strikes'
-that is, of numbers who will vote against it unless they are paid to vote
for it; and e.-en the public charities have to pay black mail in mder to obtain
the requisite grants for their support. Still more disgraceful is the plundering of the poorer applicants for employment. Nothing is too great or too
small for the voracity of the official cormorants. The hard-earned claims
of poor laboill'ers are' shared,' under pretence that there is no money to pay
them in the treasury; the funerals of eminent men, the celebrations of
national festivals, andt he return of scarred veterans from the seat of war, have
been made the occasion, lli-st of drunken reveh'y, and afterwards of wholesale
plunder; the delicate wines provided for the sick in the public institutions
are poured down the throats of men whose natural drink is distilled molasses;
the most valuable ferry leases, wharf privileges, and railroad charters are given
away, or sold for a tenth of their value, to ' dummies' who represent the very
men who grant them."
This reminds us ofthefalse representations so unblushingly made in favoill'
of Rome by her devoted sons and perverts: e. g., the account recently given in
public by one of the latter respecting the condition of England before the Reformation: it is said that" nothing could be more brilliant than the glow of
coloill', nothing-more fascinating than the lovely vistas which characterized his
picture. There was not a flaw or a dark spot in any part. Every village was a
description of fairy-land, in which priests and sisters of mercy were the
beneficent guardians of the inhabitants; and peace reignecl undisturbed by
heretical intruders. Then, as we are told, every man believed as his neighbour.
There was but one pure doctrine for the high, the low, the rich, and the poor;
no contentions, no jangling, no controversies, no peace of households broken,
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no brother contending with brother, and sister with sister, upon doctrines
equally far from the truth. In the green valleys, on the Wilds, and around
the woodlands, there were churches and wayside chapels, where the name and
presence of Jesus were sweet, and the likeness of His blessed Mother was
before the eyes of men. There was then peace in England-no spiritual
destitution, no millions without pastors, no cities and villages without sacraments, no children perishing without a knowledge of the law of God. The
light of the universal Church inundated England in those days." Will our
people be deceived by such false representations as these? Will they be so
entranced by the beauty of such an ideal picture, as to forget or ignore the
facts of history? Will they forget that, at the time alluded to, the priests
were so notoriously ignorant, that they were incapable, as a mass, of conveying even elementary knowledge to the rustics committed to their chargethat such was the demoralized condition of the monasteries and conventual
establishments, that they corrupted and debased, rather than elevated the
population? Will they forget that it is recorded, at that very time, " Cardinal
W olsey, the Papal Legate at the Court of Henry VIII., was so indignant at
the pollutions and improprieties which were common in those great establishments, that he obtained authority from Pope Clement VII. to suppress and
abolish as many of them as he thought fit; and that he had proceeded to
suppress some forty of them before the king had disowned the Papal authority?"
We hope not. We trust that the people of England have too much intelligence, too much love of truth, too much wholesome dread of the abominations
of Popery, to be deluded into a bel.ief of such false representations as these.
Popery always was a" mystery of iniquity," and always will be. She is the
same now, at heart, as she was before the Reformation, although the appearance of her outward form may be sli~htly altered to suit her altered circumstances. She is as capable of commItting the most frightful atrocities now as
ever-witness the fearful deeds lately performed at Palermo under her direction. And her tyrannical sway over the liberties of her subjects is as severe
as ever-witness the present deplorable condition of Spain. There, we are
told, she exercises the" most absolute, crushing control, over the whole range
of human inquiry. The rising Spanish generation is strangled in its intellectual cradle. As for the growing race, the priest and the soldier ride roughshod over it. The native press-good, bad, or indifferent as it was-is utterly
annihilated. The prisons are full of ruined prisoners, who are kept in gaol
without knowing why; and if everybody is not absolutely arrested, if they are
still inhabitants at large in Madrid, it is because the prisons are full, and
there is no place where they can be confined."

ANOTHER YEAR!
ANOTHER year! momentous thought!
Oh, may it be with mercy fraught,
And may we daily live to tell
J ehovah doeth all things well.
Another year of pilgrim life,
Of sin and sorrow, toil and strife;
Oh, shelter at the mercy-seat,
That sacred, holy, best retreat.
Another year! My soul, prepare!
It may be one of anxious care;
But He who hears the ravens' cry
Will surely all thy wants supply,

Another year! dear child of God,
To go and spread His praise abroad.
Oh, live for Him who died for you,
And thou shalt find His promise true!
Another year! 0 blessed thought!
Life's battles soon will all be fought,
The victory won, the crown obtain'd,
And everlasting glory gain'd.
Then days and years will have an end,
A sacred Sabbath we shall spend
With Jesus, crown'd in glory bright,
And God, our everlasting Light.

E. B. M.

•*.

To be had post-free of Mrs. Moens, 47, Bath Row, Birmingham, 6d. per dozen, or
3s. 6d. per hundred.
W. H. Collingridge, 117 to 119, Aldersgate Stl'eet, London, E.C.
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