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"Who comforteth us in all our tribnlation, that we may be able to comfort them which are ill any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comfort~d of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

EBENEZER!
READERs,-Deprived as we are this day, through affliction, of the very great privilege of ministering in our dear Lord and
Master's name, we have thought we could not do better than seek to
avail ourselves of the opportunity of addressing a few words to you.
May the Lord be manifestively with us, whilst seeking thus to commune with you.
The first thought that occrn's to us is the very special mercy which
it behoves us, personally, to commemorate: it is the fact that, notwithstanding the want of anything but robust l:J,ealth-rarely knowing what it is to be a day without a degree of pain and discomfort-we
have so very, very seldom, been laid aside from the work of the Lord.
During a ministry of some one-and-twenty years, we have scarcely
ever been kept from occupying the pulpit, in consequence of sickness. This is a great thing to say for one who has repeatedly been
severely attacked with that distressing malady, gout; but we testify to
the fact, in order to express our gratitude to the God of all our
mercies, and that you, beloved readers, may be encouraged the mOre
to look to Him, and to trust in His dear and blessed name.
We would, moreover, speak of the timeliness of the mercy to which
we have alluded. On numberless occasions, prospectively, it has
seemed impossible that we could preach. Saturday nights, and even
Sunday mornings, have again and again found us powerless; but
the Lord has graciously appeared in that our prostrate condition,
and repeatedly and blessedly fulfilled His word, "He giveth power
to the faint; and to them that have no might He increaseth
strength." And how sweet it is, beloved, to realize the great fact,
that the courage and the strength experienced and enjoyed, is that
z z
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which the Lord is at the very moment imparting. Hence that saying
of the apostle's comes out in all its fulness and blessedness: "I can
do all things through Christ, which strengtheneth me ;" for" when I
am weak, then am I strong."
Reader, do YOt~ know anything of this precious and unspeakable
mercy? Can you say, feelingly and experimentally, " I will go in the
strength of the Lord God: I will make mention of Thy righteousness,
even of Thine only?P Beloved, it is under such circumstances as those
to which we have aQ.verted, that divine faithfulness as well as divine
all-sufficiency, has been realized. Ab, was He ever known to disappoint, or forsake, or put to confusion, when He had gra,ciously intimated that He would be our wisdom, strength-yea, a very present
help in time of need ? No, never, adored be His name!
But, beloved, there is one thing in particular to which we take
shame to ourselves, in regard to the blessed service in which for so
many years we have been so feebly and imperfectly engaged: it is
that we have never becomingly estimated the mercy. Time wasand we blush to acknowledge it-when we were only too ready to
surrender the pulpit in order to escape its trial and responsibility.
Thank God, it has been otherwise with us for many years in this
respect. And often and often, even though embarrassed in mind
and shut up in soul, the thought has occurred, " Well, would you
sooner not preach?" A negative has been given to that question instantaneously; and we have mentally exclaimed, "No, we would
prefer preaching to remaining silent; for who can tell, but the Lord
may again come in, graciously and unexpectedly, as He has oftentimes
done?"
We remember our dear departed brother-in-law once saying to us,
that in his dearth and deadness he would sometimes look forward
with hope and longing for the pulpit, remembering how often the
Lord had burst his bonds and snapped his fetters there. Yes, blessed
be His name ! many a time accounts have, as it were, been squared
between God and the soul, and differences (if' we may so term them)
made up in the pulpit. There has been a conscious wandering-a
,backsliding of heart-or a speaking unadvisedly with the lips; as a
consequence, there has been for a time a shyness between God and
the soul. No closet-access. No communion. The word a sealed
book. In this very shyness, and in these soul-trammels, one has had,
as a matter of COUI'se and sheer necessity, to go to the pulpit. One
has opened one's mouth in prayer under a cloud. There has been
the felt distance. One has feared others would detect how matters
stood between God and the soul, and that the self-same bondage
would impart itself to others. The text has been taken; and taken,
too, under the same cloud and darkness. Perhaps, with the very
announcement of the text, there has been the thought, "Suppose the
Lord were to meet me upon my own grOlmds. Were He to withdraw
His absolute help and strength, as well as His manifestative presence,
what :PlUSt follow but bewilderPlent, confusion, the positive closing of
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one's mouth? What mercy, then, that such is not the case, notwithstanding all one's baseness, ingratitude, sin, and unbelief. Then, as
one goes on, there comes the recognition of this as a mercy, that,
much as the Lord knows of one's vileness and deformity, He does not
impart that knowledge to others. He keeps it in secret within His own
bosom. He still bears and forbears. And then, it may be, one
sees one's-self reflected in some one or other of the congregation} and
one's own present experience-and previous exercises lead to the addressing of one's-self to such. Then comes forth, in testimony, the
patience and the forbearance and the long-suffering of J ehovah; ,the
efficacy of His blood in the cleansing from all sin; the comeliness and
perfection of His righteousness, as so exactly adapted for poor naked
souls; His marvellous patience; His absolute and infinite and everlasting foreviews of all the baseness and vileness and depravity of which
we personally would be the subject; His divine unchangeableness,
and the eternal resting in His love. All this, under the precious
present anointing of the Holy Ghost, comes up to view; and, as the
Spirit is pleased to give utterance, so the mouth speaks; and, ere one
is aware, the heart is enlarged, the bonds break, the fetters are
snapped asunder, the cloud moves, the mist is dispersed, and the soul
basks in the full sunshine of redeeming love and mercy. Oh, how
precious does the Lord afresh become, and how out of the fulness of
the heart does the mouth speak of covenant love, covenant blood,
covenant power, covenant immutability, covenant mercy, covenant forbearance, covenant all-sufficiency-yea, covenant grace, issuing, beyond
all doubt or contingency, in covenant glory!
Reader, this is what we would call life, or living power, in the ptdpit, or
the sweets of renewed pardon and peace at'the time and in the act
of seeking to minister to one's poor fellow-sinners.
It is, therefore, upon these ground one knows what it is to look
forward to pulpit labours, with the renewed hope of the Lord's afresh
fulfilling His word: "He that watereth [others] shall be watered also
himself." Moreover, in this, as well as in other respects, that Scripture
is proved: "There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there
is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty."
But what we were about to say was, that we have not valued
pulpit-work as we ought. We have been verily guilty in failing to
appreciate, as it behoved us to do, the holy privilege and the distinguishing mercy of ministering in the Lord's holy and blessed name. At the
same time we have commonly felt that the Lord could scarcely lay upon
us a greater trial than to deprive us of the long-continued privilege of
standing up in His deal' name. Oh, how often have we wished that,
but for the shock such a speedy removal would be to others, He
would (if it were according to His wise and wonder-working will) take
us to Himself from the pulpit. We should delight one moment to be
speaking of Him, and the next moment to be speaking to Him. Yet
again we think, if the Lord saw fit to give us our choice as to how and
tchen f!:e should take' us, there are such contending interests, that
zz ~
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we should be compelled to refer the choice back to Himself, -and
desire for ourselves to have no choice in the matter. This, beloved, we
feel to be our rich and distinguishing mercy, that" our times are in
His hands." We bless our God for that precious testimony of His
servant David-it suits us to the very letter: "Although my house be
not so with God; yet He hath made with me an everlasting covenant,
ordered in all things, and sure: for this is all my salvation, and all
my desire, although He make it not to grow." We have personally
many things, as doubtless the psalmist had, which we fain would have
different. We have striven here and prayed there-here we have
laboured and there we have toiled-with a view of making this crooked
thing straight and that rough place plain. We have found it, however, all to no purpose. Our God will not be dictated to. He will have
His own way. He will pursue His own course. We cannot make
one hair white or black. He brings down our heart with labour, and
gives us to feel that, in and of ourselves considered, we have" no
strength shut up or left." He brings us to the place of shu~ting of
mouths. Of necessity we must" Be still, and know that He is God."
He has taken a course, both with respect to ourselves and others,
directly opposite to that we had chosen or imagined; but, doubtless,
time will prove that it was" THE right toay." "What we know not
now, we shall know hereafter." Meanwhile, this is the mercy we
crave, even that we may be able in the future, as we have again and
again in the past, to " stand still, and see the salvation of God."
We know that as of old He still doeth "wonderously.". We
have" no need to fight in this battle; the battle is not ours, but the
Lord's." Of this we are fully assured. But fools will be meddling;
and they only meddle to mar, as far as in them lies. The grace we
desire of the Lord is stiltness-1JJatchjulness-ouservation. Oh that
the Lord would in mercy vouchsafe this; and then sure we are we shall
have abundance in the future, even as in the past, both to acknowledge and admire.
We are quite sure that the great storehouse of wisdom, grace, and
strength, is by no means exhausted; nay, that it has not in the leastwise diminished. It is as full as ever. The treasury of grace and
mercy is as boundless and inexhaustible as when first it was opened
for the benefit of poor sinners. The fountain flows and overflows,
even as it did in prophets', apostles', and martyrs' day. "He giveth
more grace," echoes and re-echoes through the very length and
hreadth of the habitable globe, to the glorious exhortation, "Ho,
everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no
money; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without
price." " Eat, 0 friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved,"
.reverberates to the gladsome tidings, " Hitherto have ye asked nothing
in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full."
Oh that the Lord may put unction and power into His own
word, seeing we are" not straitened in Him, but we are straitened
in our own bowels!" Alas! alas! we measure Him by our own
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little contracted selves; forgetting that" His thoughts are not our
thoughts, neither are our ways His ways. For as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are His ways higher than our ways, and
His thoughts than our thoughts."
But, beloved reader, another thing have we learned by the experience of which we have spoken. We alluded to it in brief, in the
article in our last number, entitled, " Saturday-night Thoughts." It
is this: that as the Lord has invariably given strength according
to the day, so He will continue to do up to the very latest moment
of our earthly existence; yea, that that strength shall assuredly be
realized in the so-called article of death, and in the very passage of
the Jordan.
Now the thought, beloved, that we wish prominently to place
before you, is this: that as in the past you did not really need
strength or fortitude or courage for certain trials until those certain trials overtook you, so shall it be in the future. Strength today for to-morrow's trials is altogether unnecessary. Hence dying
strength in a living hour would be superfluous. But, again, as in
the past, when the trial (whatever it was) came, there was duly
and sufficiently strength to meet it, so shall it be in the future.
And what applies to all the details and all the varieties of the way,
shall, without the shadow of a doubt, be experienced and enjoyed in
the final closing up of your pilgrimage. It must, it shall be so, ~s
verily as God is true.
Beloved, since we have been upon the bed from which we now
address you, we have been particularly struck with the fact that we
have just sought to express. Many trials, with their varied attendant
circumstances, have come up in review. We have afresh, in retrospect, entered into the feelings, and again partaken of the fears, of
which prospectively we were then the subject. But the trial came
-yea, trial after trial came (and, reader, be assured, those trials
have been many and bitter); but with every such trial (blessed be
His name !) there has been the corresponding strength, fortitude, and
courage. Yes, it has been invariably so. There has been no exception to this one general, universal rule. Tried to the utmost,
or tempted to the utmost, as we may have been; yet underneath
and round about have been the everlasting arms. " Our shoes have
been iron and brass; and as our days, so has our strength been" also.
Well, now, in connexion with this truth-and a glorious truth it
is-the thought has been presented to our mind, " As such has been
the case with regard to the past, why should it not be so with respect
to the future? Is there any' change in our God? Did He take more
interest in the past than He will in the future? Of what servioe
would past help and past deliverance be if suoh were not continued?
"And can He have taught me to trust in His name,
And thus far have brought me, to put me to shame P"

Moreover, has not the Lord as much-aye, infinitely more-at
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stake than I? What a field of thought does this open, dear reader!
" A.nd what wilt Thou do unto Thy great name?" asked Joshua, in
the event of J ehovah's:carrying out His threats with respectto Israel.
The Lord is as jealous of His name now as then; nor would He do
aught to tarnish His glory or His faithfulness now, any more than
He would have done so then. Nay, there is a sense in which (if
we may speak by comparison) the Lord has more at stake now
than then.
It is that matters are nearer their climax. and that
Satan has less time and opportunity to rally his forces.' He hn,s
been so long and to such an extent defeated, that a victory on
his part--yea, one single conquest-would afford him the greater
triumph.
But you remember, dear readsl', that saying of the guest to the
host at the marriage in Cana of Galilee, " Every man at the beginning
doth set forth good wine; and when men have well drunk, then
that which is worse: but thou hast kept the good wine until now."
" B~tt thou hast kept the good wine until now." So the Lord reserveS
the best till the last. The nearer the kingdom, the sweeter the grace!
The greater the trial, the more blessed the triumph! The nearer
Satan, the nearer the Saviour! Does the enemy know his time is
short, His mighty Conqueror knows it, too. Can He forget the
battle--He the sore assaults, the base insinuations, the desperate
efforts of the enemy in regard to Himself? and will He not the
more vividly remember, and the more timely and effectually vouchsafe both His presence and His power to His poor helpless, needy,
and affrighted ones? Ah, that He will! He will stand by--He
will strengthen--He will'defend--He will deliver in the last great
conflict, even as He has done through all the varied details and
numberless varieties of the wilderness. As He glorified Himself in the lives of His people, so will He glorify Himself in their
deaths. As they, of blessed necessity, spoke well of His dear and
blessed name throughout their pilgrimage, so shall they do in the
'Jordan, and preparatory to their bursting forth in the full hallelujah
chorus of the skies. Reader, it must be so; it has been the case in
the uniform experience of the "great cloud of witnesses," and so
shall it continue to be, without an exceptional case, until every
vessel of mercy is gathered hence, and "there shall be one fold
and one Shepherd." Then shall glory redound to Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost, Israel's one undivided Jehovah, through a blessed and
THE EDITOR.
never-ending eternity.
Sunday Bvening, Oct. 27, 1867.
THEY

show most wisdom who inquire after heart-work in religion.

If Christ had not been in the promise, Abraham's faith could not

have been counted or imputed to him fm' righteousness.
Pity for the condemned implies censure on the judge.
It is a rare thing to find poverty of spirit in those who possess great
worldly prosperity.

December 2, 1867.]

THE GOdPEL

MAGAZINE.

623

WAYSIDE NOTES.

~

IMMEDIATE HAPPINES~ FOR THE SAINT AFTER DEATH.
" Absent from the body, present with the Lorrl."-2 001'. v. 8.
" Do you think;" said an anxious seeker to us, "that immediately after
death the redeemed saints of God enter upon eternal happiness ?" We
replied, "Oertainly we do." "Then," continued the inquirer, "what
does it mean, 'Some are fallen asleep '?" We further replied: ." The
dead are often said to be 'fallen asleep;' as in the first Epistle to the
Thessalonians-' them which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him.'
But in such passages the word sleep is used in reference to the body, and
never to the soul; as for instance, 'Many of them that sleep in the dust
of the earth shall awake;' and again, 'The graves were opened; and
many borlies of the saints which slept arose;' and, furthermore, it is written
of David, ' Mter he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell
on sleep, and was laid unto his fathers, and saw corruption: but He,
whom God raised again, saw no corruption' (Acts xiii. 36, 37)."
Now, beloved, we have been thinking that there may be others, like this
inquirer, exercised upon this point; so that we seem drawn to make it the
subject of our monthly meditation with you. May such drawing prove to
be of the Spirit of God, and may we only write those things which He is
graciously pleased to unfold, that Jesus may be glorified, and souls profited! It is a precious subject-the i=ediate happiness of the saint after
death-and we will gather proofs of it from
I. The testimony of Scripture.
n. The headship of Ohrist.
Ill. The immortality of the soul.
IV. The expectation of the dying Ohristian.
I. THE TESTIMONY OF SCRIPTUREthat unerring rUle of faith. We shall do well ever to follow the
example of the believers in the Apostle's time, who" received the word
with all readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, whether
those things were so."
And we refer to
1. The death of Jacoo, of which it is written: "And when. J acob had
made an end .of commanding his sons, he gathered up his feet into
the bed, .and Jlelded ~p ~he ghost, and was gathered unto !bis people"
(Gen. xlix. 33)-" whICh IS to be understood," says Dr. Gill, "not of his
interment, there being only the body of Sarah in the sepulchre in which he
!as laid, b~t of the admission of the ~oul into the heavenly state, upon
Its separatlOn from the body, when It was at once associated with the
, spirits of just men made perfect.''' And this expression, "g(dhered unto
his people," is used in reference to the deaths also of Abraham, Isaac,
and Aaron.
2. The case of Elifah.-:-" And it came to pass, as they still went on
and talked [i. e., Elj ah and Elisha], that, behold, there appeared a chariot
of fire, and hors~s o~ fire, and part~d them .both..asunder; and Elij ah
went up by a whirlwmd mTo HEAVEN" (2 Kings 11.11). It is true he
was translated; but where to? "INTO HEAVEN." He had a visible escort
but every redeemed soul has an invisible escort, to the mansions of bliss:
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It cannot be conceived that Elijah is there alone with the Eternal Three,
and that heaven remains unpeopled. No; he is there with Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, and the" cloud of witnesses" of whom the Apostle
Paul speaks; and, if there, it must be in a state of happiness.
Then, again, the instance of
3. The ~'iol~ man and Lasarus, given us by our dear Redeemer, is
very striking: "There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in
purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day: and there was
a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores,
and desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table:
moreover the'dogs came and licked his sores. And, it came to pass, that
the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the
rich man also died, and was buried; and in hell he lift up his eyes, being
in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.
And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send
Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and eool my
tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. But Abraham said, Son,
remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedstthy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now lw is comforted, and thou art tormented."
Here the language is conclusive, showing us that after death the wicked are
tormented, and the righteous comforted. And we must recollect that this
was the testimony of One who cannot err. Again, the striking case of
4. The dy~'ng thief upon tlte cross.-" And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when Thou comest into Thy kingdom. And Jesus said unto
him, Verily I say unto thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise."
Oh, wondrous love, mercy, and condescension! Jesus took with Rim to
heaven a dying thief, and shows us by this assertion also that, while His
body should lie three days in the grave, His Godhead rose at once from
the cross to the Father's throne. What acclamations of joy there must
have been in heaven, when Re welcomed the dying thief! If" there
is joy in heaven over one sinner that repenteth," what must have been the
joy when the Finisher of salvation pointed in triumph to a type of
the very chiefest of sinners for whom He had shed His precious blood!
5. The statement of the apostle Paul is to the point: "I am in a strait
betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Ohrist; which
is far better," and his complaint was that, while at home in the body,
he was so often absent from the Lord; and he rejoices in the contemplation that when absent from the body, having thrown it off into the
grave, the soul will be present with the Lord. And that his expectation was he would be in !leaven with the Lord, is evident from other
statements which he makes; as for instance: "For Ohrist is not entered
into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true:
but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us" (Reb.
ix. 24). This was the apostle Peter's expectation also, for he speaks of
Jesus Ohrist "who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God"
(1 Peter iii. 22). And elsewhere he says, "For we know that if our
earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved!, we have [not we shall have]
a building of God, an house not made with bands, eternal in the heavens."
So that Ohrist went from the cross to the crown, and His people go from
the earthly house to the heavenly home-their mansion" eternal in the
heavens."
Thus, beloved, have we brought a cluster of Scripture evidence to bear
upon this important subject. The assertion that at death the Old Testa-
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ment saints" were gathered to their people"-the fact of Elijah being
carried by a heavenly escort" into heaven "-the case of the rich man and
tazarus ; the former declared to be " tormented," the latter" comforted"
-the declaration of our Lord to the dying thief: "This day shalt thou be
with me in paradise "-the expectation of the apostles Paul and Peter,
that, "absent from the body," they would be "present with the Lord,"these Scripture statements, and many more that might be added, prove
that the voice of Scripture proclaims peace, rest, and joy to the believer after
death, and that dear Toplady sang truly of those who have gone before:" More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven"a proof that this dear man of God considered that they are aheady in a
state of happiness. And now we pass on to
II. THE HEADSHIP OF OHRISCl'.

Jesus was set up as the Head of His people from everlasting; and from
Him they derive everything they need, and everything they enjoyspiritual life, spiritual strength, spiritual blessings-yea, in a word, He is
their All and in all !
" He is our living Head, in whom
His members ever live;
From Him the special blessings come
J ehovah deigns to give."
Now, we cannot imagine that Ohrist, as the Head of His people, should
redeem, sanctify, and sustain them to the end, and then live apart froni
them for thousands of years. We had almost ventured to say that Ohrist
could not be happy Himself without His people; indeed, His own words
seem to imply this: "Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given
me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which Thou
hast given me," and again, "Because I live, ye shall live also,"
"He is our everlasting Head
For us exalted high;
Because He lives, He has once said
That we shall never die."
We have heard of a dear old saint, who, it was thought, was brought to
death's door, but it pleased the Lord to partially restore him. When a
friend said, "Are you not delighted to be raised up again?" he replied,
"I leave it all with the Lord; for, if He had taken me home, I should have
been with Him, but now He will be with me."
ill. THE IMMORTaLITY OF THE SOUL.

"And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the g1'ound, and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living
soul," thereby possessing that spiritual and immortal substance which
will live for ever, either in a state of happiness 01' in a condition of misery.
But some contend that the soul sleeps utterly void of sense, consciousness, and activity, from the time of death till the day of judgment, the
admission into any degree of happiness being suspended till that event;
but this is not Bible teaching. It is true that the bliss shall be perfected
at the resurrection, when the body shall rise a glorified body; but some
go beyond this, and consider" that in the future state the saints will be
making continual increase in happiness age after age to all eternity."
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All we can say is, that this appears to us mere speculation, and, if we are
wise, we shall be found avoiding speculation, and adhering to revelation;
and we have quite enough revealed to us in " the word" to give us "joy
and peace in believing."
. What may be the state of the sanctified spirit separate from the body
Scriptm'e does not distinctly reveal, further than that they shall be with
the Lord; and we may be quite certain that it must be heaven to be with
Jesus.
But the Bible teaches us plainly this fact-that this soul, or spirit in
man, lives for ever; so that it may be truly said, the Ohristian does not die.
"The continuity of a Ohristian's life is not even suspended by death."
To a Ohristian, death is merely undressing: it is laying aside his garments of mortality, and entering into the presence-chamber, to wait for
the renewal of the glorified body with the soul.
At death, "THE BODY" of the believer crumbles to dust in the grave,
but at the resurrection shall revive in the likeness of the glorified body of
our risen and ascended Lord. At death" THE SOUL," immediately released from all suffering, is calTied by angels into Abraham's bosom until
both are reunited and glorified together on the morning of the resurl'ection"Welcome those bonds which may unite
Our souls to their supreme delight;
Welcome the death whose painful strife
Bears us to Ohrist, our better Life."
Let us now pass on to notice that this isIV. THE EXPECTATION OF TilE DYING SAINT-

namely, that immediately after death he will enter upon eternal glory.
This was evidently the expectation of the martyred Stephen, who, "being
full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedJastly into heaven, and saw the glory
of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God," to whom He called
saying, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit."
This was evidently the expectation of the apostle Paul, who said, "God
hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord
Jesus Ohrist, who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we 8hould
live together with Him."
This was evidently the expectation of the beloved John, who saw the
saints around the throne of glory, harping with their harps, and joyful in
the presence of the Lamb.
And, then, to come down to the later ages of the Ohurch's history,
those who have been privileged to stand by the bedside of the dying
saint, give testimony that sometimes holy transports of joy burst in upon
the soul, and they realize foretastes of that eternity of happiness which
they are so soon to enter upon; for instance, dear Augustus Toplady, of
blessed memory, said on his deathbed, "Oh, how this soul of mine longs
to be gone! like a bird imprisoned in a cage, it longs to take its flight.
Oh that I had wings like a dove! then would I flee away to the realms of
bliss, and be at rest for ever." Near his last awaking from a slumber, he
said, "Oh, what delights! who can fathom the joys of the third heaven?"
And, again, a little before his death, "The sky is clear; there is no cloud.
Oome, Lord Jesus, come quickly." Rev. T. O. Rien, late pastor of the
reformed Ohurch at Frederica in Denmark, a little before his death, said,
like Stephen, "I see the heavens opened, I see the angels coming on the
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clouds of heaven. They are coming to take me; they descend j they stoop
down; they encircle my bed j they are come to guide me to their glorious
abode." Soon after this the angels came indeed, and carried his spirit
into his Saviour's bosom.
Dear Samuel Rutherford, just before his death, said, " Oh that all my
brethren may know what a Master I have served, and what a peace I
have this day! I shall sleep in Ohrist, and, when I awake, I shall be
satisfied with His likeness." And he said, "This night shall close the
doors, and put my anchor within the vail, and I shall go away in sleep
by five o'clock in the morning," which exactly fell out according as he
had told. "Brother, I am as happy as a king," was the exclamation
of Whitfield on the eve of death. And, amid severe and incessant pain,
John Janeway said, "Methinks I stand, as it were, with one foot in
heaven and the other on earth; methinks I hear the melody of heaven,
and by faith I see the angels waiting 'to carry my soul to be for ever with
the Lord in glory." Rev. Robert Bruce, being blind, he said, "Turn to
Romans viii., and set my finger on the thirty-eighth verse." He was
obeyed: "Now God be with you, my children. I have breakfasted with
you, and shall sup with my Lord Jesus Ohrist this night," and he immediatelyexpired.
Thus !lid these favoured saints rise on the wings of faith to the glorious
region of immortality. There could be no deception here. The Lord
would not allow His saints to expect their immediate joy and bliss, and
then disappoint them by a long suspension of such realization.
" Mark with what triumph holy men expire,
And catch the rapture of their parting breath."
We have not taken up the other side of the subj ect, namely, the eternal
punishment of the wicked immediately after death, because we know
that through these pages we address chiefly the Lord's living family: but
we might observe that it is useless the wicked sheltering themselves
under the idea of a cessation from existence, or total annihilation after
death, when the Scriptures declare again and again, that "their worm
dieth not." Then again that solemn passage which speaks of the ungodly
nations, and of the devil that deceived them, "which shall be tormented
day and night for ever and ever" (Rev. xx. 10). And again, "These
shall go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous unto life
eternal." Nor have we touched upon the idea of a purgatorial state,
which is but a profitable dogma of the Ohurch of Rome; and praying for
the dead is another Romish deception. It is sufficient for us to know that
such is discountenanced by the word of God. One thing is certain, there
will come sooner or later that solemn time-the judgment-day j a day
when the vast population of the sepulchre, outnumbering by far all that
live, shall be then called at the trump of God to present themselves
before" the gr.eat white throne." What a gathering that will be, and
what a separation in that great gathering will take place! " Then shall
the King say unto them on the right hand, Oome, ye blessed of my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world." "Then shall He say also unto them on the left hand, Depart·
from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his
angels."
.
Beloved, if" standing in Ohrist," we have nothing to fear j when the
soul leaves the prison-house of clay, immediate freedom of joy will be
realized, which will at the resurrection expand into an eternity of glory.
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And now, beloved, in conclusion, what is the practical teaching of such
a subject? Should it not remove from us the fear of death? There are
many of the Lord's family who are all their lifetime subject to bondage
. through the fear of death; let such think death but ushers into immediate bliss, and surely their faith's view will cause Jordan to appear
narrower and its depths shallower. Doubting, trembling Christian, then
dismiss your fears.
"These things write I unto you, that your joy may be full." As Moses
went up the mount N ebo, and took a survey of the land of Canaan, and
as Daniel in his captivity daily opened his window towards Jerusalem, so
may you, looking up towards heaven, rise by faith to the contemplation
of those joys that await you there. May God add His blessing, for Jesus'
sake. Amen.
Ilford.
G. C.
A FEW LOVE-WORDS FROM THE STUDY.
" How sovereign, wonderful, and free
Is all His love to sinful me ;
Above the rest this note shall swell,
:My Jesus hath done all things well."

BELOVED READERs,-It is the desire of our heart to speak well of that
Name which is above every name. We earnestly wish to be instrumental
in comforting and encouraging you to look to Him who is, indeed, God
all-sufficient, "a very present help in time of trouble." How merciful and
how gracious He ifl ! Be assured-the Lord the Spirit comfort your heart
with the assurance-that there is not a trial in which you may be placed,
nor an anxiety of which you may be the subject, nor a temptation with
which you may be assailed, in which, if you belong to the Lord, you
shall not experience and enjoy His tenderness, and His love, and His
power. You shall bless Him and praise Him-you shall wonder and
adore. The very depths, and the very anguish, and the very sorrow,
shall only, in His blessed hands, and under His divine management,
minister to His glory, and to your present and everlasting good. Thus shall
you" glorify God in the :fires i" and not wish to exchange places--no, not
with a creature upon earth. You may at the present doubt this fact. You
may be ready to say, "Ah, you know not my condition or circumstances!
-so complicated and so critical." Beloved, that knowledge would in no
wise alter our opinion; but we believe that the knowledge of which you
speak, would only confirm us in that opinion, and make us more stedfast
in the conviction that the I.Jord would appear-supporting you, sustaining
you, and :finally delivering you in His own time, and in His own peculiar
and blessed manner; for "Is there any thing too hard for the Lord ?"
Beloved, if you are His, you must expect to be tried in a special and
no ordinary way; for sure we are that, in these days of supineness or
error or delusion, the Lord will keep alive the faith He imparts to His
own children, in such a way, that they may bear continuous proof and evidence that it is His and not man's doings. As He gives the life, so He will
maintain the life. Hence, the partaker of it shall be saved-even though
it be in a flesh-and-blood mortifying way-from looking to the creature,
leaning upon man, or being" tossed to and fro, and carried about with
every wind of doctrine."
We have been led into this train of thought, beloved, from the way in

December 2, 1867.]

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

629

which the Lord has seen fit personally to deal with ourselves. As we left
this house twelve days ago, we casually remarked to a friend (as she has
since reminded us), "I cannot stay in a whole day; it does not do for me,"
alluding to the fact that we had been obliged to keep within-doors all the
day previously. Within half-an-hour of making that remark, we were
compelled to call at the house of another friend, when the foot from which
we have been suffering was found to be in such an inflamed state, that
we had to be driven home, and have never left the house since. Our time
subsequently to the day we speak of has been divided between our bed
and the couch in the study from which we now write. Hence, this is the
second Sunday-=-Sunday, of all days-in which we have been deprived of
the most blessed of all services for the best and nlOst tender and gracious
of all masters. Oh, what a dread have we had of this, for years and
years! Of nothing scarcely have we had so great a dread, personally, as
the being laid aside from pulpit-work-nay, let us the rather call it pulpitpleasure. Time was when it was a labour-a toil-we blush to own it;
but oh, for a long, long time, it has been a sacred pleasure indeed!
But now we would speak well of our dear and blessed Lord. He has
afflicted us, not in the head or the hand; consequently, we have been
able to use the pen; and we have sought to turn our time to account
by pursuing the writing of a book which has been upon the mind fur
little, if anything, short of thirty years. It is the book, "Service at
Home with the Young Folks in Schools and Families, on Wet Sundays and
Winter Evenings," advertised in our last; in the writing of which we
have felt so sacred a pleasure, as for most part to prevent the spirits from
flagging under circumstances which to us, of all men, would have been
most depressing. And then, with respect to the Sabbaths, oh, the Lord
has been so good! We will tell you, as He may enable us, a little about
it. And oh that He may make it a source of comfort and encouragement
to you, stimulating and strengthening you to look to Him-hope in Him
-and depend upon Him; giving you to feel that, come what may, you
shall indeed realize that" His grace is sufficient for you," and that" His
strength is made perfect in weakness."
Well, having no curate, or co-helper, we were anxious about the
Sunday supplies. With considerable difficulty they were found for last
Sunday. What to do for this (in the event of being unequal personally for
the services), we knew not. In the most unexpected way, there came,
in the early part of the week, a dear, warm, precious letter from a fellowlabourer in the ministry-for years a reader of this Magazine-who,
although located within a few miles of us, we had never (as far as memory
serves) even heard of. In the letter he states he had come to the neighbouring Clifton with an invalid wife, and, having heard of our illness,
would be most happy, as far as in him lay, to render us any help.
His offer was only too gladly accepted. He took our Thursday evening
service, and is now taking also the entire services of this day. And this
afternoon, during the interval of the services, a precious time we had together here in this study; but more of this presently.
Well, often and often have we thought, "If the Lord were to lay me
aside upon the Sabbath, I know not what. I should do." Frequently have
we reflected, when such a thought has presented itself, on some of the
Lord's servants who have been restless and rebellious beyond expression,
when thus laid aside. So touchingly does J OllN BERRIDGE (if we mistake
not) describe his state of mind under such circumstances, that when he
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heard the church-bells going, as he lay upon his bed, he felt like a wild
bull in a net. However, before the Lord raised him up again, He so
humbled him, and brought him down into such creature-nothingness, as
to lead him to exclaim, when he once more entered his pulpit, "What,
Lord, art Thou going to let Thine old dumb dog bark again?" Ah,
reader, the hundreds of times we have thought of those words, have made
us greatly dread the ordeal that might· be needed thus to bring us down
into the very dust of self-loathing and abhorrence. But oh, the gentleness
and the tenderness and the forbearance and the boundless love and
goodness of the Lord's dealings! Now mark this; we are writing thus
at the momerrt the Lord's dear people are assembled in His house, and
when the dear brother to whom we have referred, is occupying the place
we have been wont so long to take in the sanctuary. And oh, that the
Lord may give him strength, and specially bless his message this night!
As the inflammation of the foot was evidently increasing, and gradually
getting higher up the leg, we thought, "Possibly this is, after all, the
beginning of the end. Our dear brother PARKS' illness began in a very
simple way. This may be something similar. Moreover, he was all his
life a strong man. I have been nearly all my life an ailing one. For
more than twenty years I have been the subject of gout; have had constantly to resort to strong measures to suppress it. Perhaps those measures, of which I have been often cautioned, are now beginning to show
their effects; and this inflammation, increasing, may speedily bring me to
my end."
Thus, reader, we reasoned, and we began to ask ourselves how matters
stood between ourselves and the Lord, in the event of our thoughts
being realized. There had been no-special word for some days upon the
heart-no knowledge whatever as to what the Lord purposed to do-no
particular power (and that is what we love, power-living power) with any
special portion. No sealing-horne-no unction-no dew. When at
length there came-oh, so sweetly, so preciously-" For ye are not
come unto the mount that might be touched," &c., "but ye are come
unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, to the general
assembly and Ohurch of the Firstborn, which are written in heaven,
and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect,
and to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of
sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel." Oh, what a
feast we had, beloved! How well, and how right, and how straight,
everything was! There was the tracing, during the sleepless hours of the
night, the wondrous movements, the glorious facts, between Sinai and Sion.
Then how sweet was the thought of coming as a sinner-always getting
fresh contamination, and contracting fresh guilt, through thought or
word or deed-to" the blood of sprinkling." "Unto whom coming" says
the apostle; and for what purpose? Oh, to the "blood of sprinkling"
-to realize afresh its cleansing power, its healing efficacy, and its peaceinfusing effects.
Reader, it was a blessed season. The Holy Oomforter give you also to
realize its preciousness and power.
But to-day! Well, as we lay upon our couch, and thought of the assemblies of the Lord's deal' people here and there-and we never more
thoroughly entered into their united melodies mentally-we thought,
" Well, the I~ord is not confined to place or people." TheI! cftme tlLe
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words, "I will be to them as a little sanctuary." So that we were at once
led to see that, let the. Lord's .people be in whatsoever place or circumstances into which it may be His pleasure to lead them, there He can
and will become to them both a Hiding-place and a Helper! There He
will shelter and protect them, and there He will commune with them,
making Himself, in very deed, their All and in all, proving to a demonfttration, that He is not confined to temples made with hands; that He is
not circumscribed to place or condition. Under these precious feelings,
seeing dear KENT'S Hymns lying near, we took them up and opened upon
that sweet one, the 55th:" O'er mercy's umathom'd abyss
The vessel of mercy shall rove,
O'erwhelm'd with ineffable bliss,
And oceans of permament love;
When ages on ages are gone,
Fresh glories shall rise on the view;
And, rolling eternally on,
For ever their bliss shall renew.
" No galley with oars shall be there,
To pass by the strength of free-will;
For those who to Sinai adhere,
Its precepts are bound to fulfil;
But we for the city of God,
From Sinai are glad to retire.
[See you not the thought, dear reader, just now expressed in connexion
with that blessed portion, "Ye are not come unto the mount". . . ." but
but ye (we come to Sion," &c. ?J
And find in the Lamb and His blood
All things that the law can require.
"The remnant in Je'sus that's bless'd,
Whom God from eternity chose,
Shall enter the haven of rest,
lJ'hough earth, hell, and sin shall oppose.
Then oh, how delightful the song,
When all in the chorus shall join ;
The weaklings as well as the strong,
With shoutings and triumphs divine."
This blessed hymn was followed up in our contemplation with a portion
of that precious hy=, each verse of which closes with"But what must it be to be there?"
Thus you see, dear reader, the Lord, by His own divine presence, made
our Sabbath morning alone a sweet season-a blessed time of refreshing;
and thus did He rebuke our fears (and may He by this simple testimony
rebuke your fears also !) as to what would be the consequence of our being
placed in such and such positions, in themselves, it may be, very undesirable, but, -as overruled and ordered by Himself, among our highest and
most favoured spots.
After dinner, the dear brother of whom we have before spoken, came to
the study; and now (as the Lord may bring to remembrance) we will tell
some of His grucious dealings with this, His honoured servant. As a
youth of about sixteen years of age, he said he was giddy, and much
given up to the world. He had just taken to the card-table; and, on one
Q9casion/ whill?t thus engaged, who should walk in but the old clergyman
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of the parish-a man well known for his zeal and love in his Master's
cause. The youth felt abashed; the minister said nothing, but waited, '
as we shall presently see, his time and opportunity. That very soon came.
. Mter a few days the youth was sent to the rectory with a message. Who
should open the door but the Rector? Immediately upon sight of the
youth, "Oh, I want you," said he, "to take a walk with me round the
grounds!" He did so, and the old gentleman showed him everything he
could to interest him. The youth wondered, but, at the same time, was
much interested. Presently the minister stopped; and, looking stedfastly
at the youth, said, "I was sorry, as I entered the room the other day, to
see you so engaged. Supposing the Lord had entered then, instead of me,
how do you think you would have felt ?" It came home like an anow to
the dear youth's heart; nor could he rid himself of it. A fortnight afterwards he went to the old clergyman again, who at once saw his state of
mind; and then, in the kindest way, not only advised him, but generously
invited him to the rectory, to be instructed with his own sons. This, in
turn, was followed by his going to college, where, ere his course was
completed, he was urged by the Principal to go out as missionary. Bishop
WEEKS (who, remarkable to say, as a poor boy in a grammar-school, was
called by grace under the very clergyman of whom we have just spoken)
was appointed to the bishopric of Sierra Leone, and wanted a chaplain.
To Africa he went, and that dear bishop passed away to glory with his
hand in that of his dear young chaplain.
"There was one case," said our dear friend, "that would fully have
compensated me for going to Africa. There came out a young Englishman, who fell into most delicate health. It would seem, that whilst
resident in London he broke open the family plate-chest, and extracted the
contents, in order to find means for the indulgence of his profligacy. At
length, when he saw that it was about to be found out, he fled from home;
came down to Bristol, and took his passage on board a timber-ship. Such
was the spirit of that young man, that this dear minister dare not approach
him, so dreadful were his blasphemies if he attempted to do so. One day,
however, he went to see a native, where he saw him lying on a couch, just
as another of the natives was taking him a bowl of meal altogether unfit
for an invalid. He rejected it with disdain. The clergyman seized the
moment as a fitting opportunity to approach him. "Bring me," said
he to the black woman, "some boiling water j" and then, taking a small
portion of the arrow-root, he mixed a cupful. The young man took
it, and, whilst partaking of it, burst into tears, and said, "Oh, I have
never had anything like this since I took it from my dear mother's hand."
He had at this time been in Africa seven years. He then added, "Oh,
if you knew what a sinner I have been, you would not sit on this sofa
with me." "Oh, yes, I should," was the answer. "It is only God's
grace that has made the difference; and there is love and mercy in His
heart for the very vilest of sinners who look to Him." Aud so he continued to set the truth as it is in Jesus before this poor wanderer, until
at length the I,ord was pleased to bring pardon and peace to his soul,
and, in a short time afterwards, he died most happy in Jesus. This dear
servant of the Lord had not a doubt about him; and it fell to his happy
lot to communicate the facts to the dear parents here in England.
After a time, our beloved friend returned to England in shattered
health. On their way home, the ship in which he and his dear wife sailed,
came into collision with another vesseL The shock was so great, that
they had instantly, to take to the boats, as in twenty minutes after the
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collision, their ship foundered, and by which seven who sailed with them
were drowned. Exposure in an open boat, and beating about for
several days in the ship which took them in, and which was hourly expected to go down, undermined the health of the beloved wife. It is on
account of her present extreme delicacy that they are now for a time
sojourning in Clifton. May our dear readers be enabled to remember
these suffering ones before the Lord.
Some years ago, they both came to the neighbouring city of Bath, with
no other expectation than that they would speedily be laid low in the dust
there; instead of which the Lord in a goodly measure restored both;
insomuch that' our dear brother has for some years been labouring for his
beloved Lord and Master there. Whilst engaged as curate to one ofthe
schoolfellows of our dear early friend and companion, J. D. LANE, he was
appointed to a small living-a very small one in point of emolument,
under fifty pounds per annum; and it is wonderful to hear what the Lord
has enabled him to accomplish in that poor parish during the five years of
his incumbency. He has been helped, in the good providence of God, to
rebuild the church, and to erect schools and a parsonage. His health is
delicate, but his heart is warm; and most blessed it was to hear him tell
of the good hand of the Lord his God upon him.
Blessed be His holy name, prevented as we have been from treading
His earthly courts this day, He has kindly and graciously come to us;
made this study a Bethel ; and given a renewal of that precious glow and
divine warmth of which the dear disciples, in reference to their journey
to Emmaus, spake when they said, "Did not our heart burn within us,
while He talked with us by the way, and while He opened to us the
Scriptures ? " .
THE EDITOR.
Sunday Evening, Nov. 3, 1867.

THOUGHTS WRITTEN UPON THE PASSING YEAR.
THE Lord J ehovah reigneth,
The Lord J ehovah reigneth,
And ruleth over all,
Let not our hearts be sad,
Though all seems dark and dreary,
Though all around be darkness,
In Him we will be glad!
Upon this earthly ball;
Our hearts are faint and fearful,
He is our Friend and Helper,
We cannot see our Guide,
Though all on earth should fail,
With such a strong Protector,
Oh, gather us still closer,
And nearer to Thy side!
Our foes shall ne'er prevail.
The Lord J ehovah reigneth,
His purposes shall stand,
Though men are sowing error,
Around on every hand:
Thy children mourn in sadness,
Lord, cheer each drooping heart,
Speak some assuring promise,
True comfort to impart.
Bi1·mingham.

The Lord J ehovah reigneth,
Our Father and our Friend,
He'll gather home His chosen,
And save them to the end;
Though Zion seems forsaken,
And en-ors may abound,
His Church is built securely,
On safe and solid ground.
E.B.M.

" .. " To be had post-free, as, a leaflet, of Mrs. MOENs, 47, Bath Row, Birmingham,
6d. per dozen, or 3s. 6d. per hundred.

Nothing more effectually blinds the judgment of men than self-love.
3 A
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MEMOIR OF THE LAST ILLNESS OF M. N - ,
WHO DIED FEB. 24th, 1832, AGED 26.
BY MR. JAS. BOURNE.

(Continued f1'om page 598.)
LETTERS ALLUDED TO IN THE MEMOIR OF MISS N - - .

From a friend to Miss N--.
DEAR MADAM,-I feel peculiarly desirous of writing to you, because
I perceive you are in the same path of tribulation with wyself. We are
too apt, in our early profession, to think that there is something in religion
to set us up on high, but, by woful experience, we find it one continued
work of pulling down the old man, who dies a most lingering death. I
have no doubt that you as well as myself have some secret whisperings of
this sort, viz., That the Lord surely could carry on His work without so
many crosses on our backs. Your paralysis and my great infirmities we
could often wish to spare, not considering that in all these deep exercises is
the life of our spirits; the sentence of death no doubt has often come nigh
unto you; and, this being sanctified, many fearful, groaning petitions have
been put up, and brought down a ray of hope into your heart, with which,
before, you were tinacquainted. This having been often my case, I have
by slow degrees learned not to murmur nor complain nor think myself
hardly dealt with, and have come to some undel'standing what is meant
by opening fountains in the midst of valleys, and rivers on the hills-that
the places which I have thought most painful to flesh and blo.od, have
proved most salutary to me, and most fruitful to God. I would have you
and myself compare our situations with the following words, "Despised
and rej ected of mfln, a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and we
hid as it were our faces from Him, stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted."
I would ask you and -myself" to ponder this well, and see if our case be
worse than this, I must confess, that; when my deceitful heart is in any
measure laid open, I am so ashamed of myself, as I cannot express, and
then acknowledge from my very soul that He has not dealt with me half
according to my deserts, and, with the Psalmist, I exclaim, "I was dumb,
and opened not my mouth, because Thou didst it." I here fall in the
dust and say, "I Will bear the indignation of the Lord, because I have
sinned against Him;" and I can assure you that I am not long here
before He pleads my cause. You seem often to be in a low place, and so
am I; but I perceive by the word that it is the light of life that manifests
all the hindrances that separate God from my soul; and I also perceive it
to be my privilege to give Him no rest until the especial difficulties are
removed out of the way. I find by this means I have a quick return, or
I should utterly despair. But you will say that you have so many
hindrances. May they not all be comprised in one? Unbelief! Do not
you find a sensible putting away of many things you meet with in the
word, as very suitable? I hear you say, Yes. Now let me entreat you,
when anything invites you thus to partake, give yourself up unto prayer
that the Lord Jesus Christ would enable you to receive what you secretly
hope He has shown you to be desirable, especially a sense of His love and
mercy. Here perhaps I may have been a little before you. I have been,
and am daily, loaded with grievous burdens, but He is to me most precious,
for, when I have been thinking that He was almost gone for good and all,
I have cried mightily after Him, and have found Him close at hand to
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heal all my broken bones, and to set my soul at such liberty as to put me
beyond all description of His condescension. He certainly is nigh every
one of us, if haply we feel after Him; a Friend in the time of the greatest
extremity; this I know and have proved full well. Mine is not a joyous
religion, but it is one continued scene of difficulties taken in hand by the
Captain of my salvation, and through Him I am made to come off more
than conqueror in every conflict, and on this account I can bless His
na;me for evermore, for it is as ointment poured forth. Get but a little of
thiS, dear young lady, you will then think your sick-bed a paradise indeed.
Endme hard~ess as a goodsoldier; lay not by your arms. The conflict may
be severe; it must be short. Be in earnest, and give Him no rest until
He make Jerusalem a praise in the earth.
I am, dear Madam,
Yours in the Gospel,
J. B.

From the Minister to Miss N--.

~

DEAR FRIEND IN THE LORD,-" Grace, mercy, and peace be unto you,
from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ." God forbid that
I, or any other, should repine because of the painful consequences of my
last visit to you. I have the witness of God's Spirit, that I had your
spiritual profit and God's glory in view; I came to you not without many
prayers that God would bless my message. Though I have for many days
been exercised with the sorrows of death and pains of hell, and have walked
surrounded with thick darkness, being exercised with many fears, yet
still the Spirit helped my infirmities with groanings unutterable. God
hears and answers prayer, for at times He visited me with such power, love,
and goodness, that I was overcome as it were with unspeakable delight
and sweetness, so that I forgot my anguish.
I come now to the effect of my visit to you. I shall never forget yom
countenance when I entered the room: it struck me as not proceeding
from natme, but from a renewed heart. I really thought you loved my
appearance, as discovering the image of God in me; and these words
came with great power and sweetness, " We know that we have passed
from death unto life, because we love the brethren." I also took it for
a good omen on yom behalf, that I found such very singular meltings of heart, almost all the time I was in conversation with you. I was
no less pleased to hear of the account you gave me of your prayer to
God, which brought me back again to pray and further to converse with
you. See that you despise not the day of small things, but rather be
encouraged to bring all your fears, darkness, doubts, and desires before
Him, in the name of His beloved Son, Jesus Christ, as it is written, "For
whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved." Behold,
and mark it well, that the Lord deals most mercifully, lovingly, and gently
with you; for He has given you a tender mother, and innumerable comforts around you, which require yom gratitude. Furthermore, if the Lord
intends, by your present afflictions, to cut short His work in righteousness,
and take you soon to Himself, consider how many sorrows, snares, and
temptations and terrible trials you escape, which many of God's children
wade through. Satan tempts you that you are none of God's elect. This
shows that he knows you believe that God will have mercy on whom He
will have rp.ercy; and I add, Blessed is she that believeth this, for mercy
will be displayed in due time. My dear friend, look out for Jesus Christ;
let your thoughts hover over Him; He is not far from you; for in so
3 A 2
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doing He may come to you and manifest Himself as the "Ohiefest among
ten thousand."
I cannot but consider your case as hopeful, because the Lord has so
often laid you upon my mind, with so much power and sweetness, though
at times I have almost doubted and feared my judgment; but then He
would say, secretly, Do you not see how I have brought her thoughts out
of· the world and its vanities, to hate sin and to confess it, to love my
word and my people, to count her sufferings as nothing if she might but
hope in His mercy? The Lord has often whispered such things concerning you, as He did to Ananias concerning Paul. " Go thy way: he
is a chosen vessel unto me." Therefore r am constrained to let you know
that you may be encouraged to call, ask, seek, and knock, and be determined to know nothing among men but Jesus Ohrist and Him crucified.
I am also sensibly touched with the great diligence of your friends, and
earnestly desire that they may find what they seek after, and they shall
find it if they give the Lord no rest till He establish and make them a
praise in the earth. Tell your kind mother that I dare not spend time in
flattering epistles, but that I feel doubly roused to sow such spiritual
things as God has given me, both to her and the rest of the family.
They must expect, in the name of God, most faithful dealings. May the
Lord, of His infini,te mercy, bless my labours to you all, for Ohrist's
sake! And I remain, your willing servant in Him,
J. F. B.
From the same.
DEAR FRIEND IN THE LORD,-I really believe that you are born of the
Spirit, and may say to you, "Hail! thou art highly favoured of the
Lord; the Lord is with thee; blessed artihou among women." Oonsider,
the dead in soul neither see, feel, hear, nor taste. God openeth the eyes
of the blind, and it is the Sprit that quickeneth. It is in God's light that
you see the secrets of your polluted nature, and He shows you the unutterable darkness of your mind with respect to divine things. God prepares you that you may have fellowship with His beloved Son, Jesus
Ohrist. A deep sense of your darkness will endear Him as the Light of
the world. He came" not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance."
Therefore doth the Spirit so painfully make you to feel the deceit and
desperate wickedness of your heart. Though He seems to "wound you
with the wounds of a cruel one," yet doth He chasten you for your profit, "that you might be a partaker of His holiness." Now that you are
alive from the dead, He puts the glass of His holy law before you, in
which you see your horrible countenance, full of enmity, envy, discontent,
rebellion, anger, wrath, foolishness, and perhaps even notions to blaspheme the only hope set before you. This is the masterpiece of the devil,
to drive you, if possible, to utter despair. Thus he resisted Joshua the
high-priest, and thus he resisted me day and night at a time when I had
no one that could tell we what all this could mean. Oh, how dreadful is
the day of J acob's trouble! but God has promised that" he shall be delivered out of it." I dreaded to be alone, for Satan would then set forth
the only delight and hope of my soul, Jesus Ohrist, in such horrible and
unheard-of shapes and positions, not proper to point out, that, my soul
being pierced with an unspeakable grief at so deep a sense of desperate
depravity, I have cried out, "0 Lord, cut me down as a cum1;Jerer of the
ground !" But the Lord put beneath me His everlasting arms, and sustained me. Remembe:r, therefore, the Lord, who has loved you from
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everlasting, doth afllict you in very faithfulness, that He may hide pride
from you, and keep you from your worldly purposes. As He has made
you lame in body and soul, poor and needy, mournful and sick, what is
it for, but that you might experience the mighty power of Ohrist as the
Good Physician? In this great conflict Ohrist is the Prey that belongs to
the conquerors, but, as it is written, "the lame take the prey." How
could you perceive that I am a servant of Ohrist, unless the Spirit has
given you spiritual eyes? as it is written, "Thine eyes shall see thy
teachers." If you could see clearly your own mysterious constitution, you
would not so qften cast away your confidence. God has by His Spirit
formed in you a most holy nature, called the new man, which is created in
righteousness and true holiness. This you find in you to be terribly opposed to your old man, which is according to the deceitful lusts ; but your
faith and hope and love, being' born of the Spirit, shall surely overcome them all (1 John v. 4, 5). Oonsider diligently that, if you were
holy, just, and good in your own eyes, God would despise such a proud
spirit, for "He justifies the ungodly," who deeply feel themselves so.
Ohrist, who, by His Spirit, has discovered the deep pollution of your
heart, will save you, only as you feel yourself a most wretched and desperate sinner. Ohrist is become the Husband of your soul. Hide nothing
from Him, but tell Him all your fears, sorrows, and troubles·. Show
Him all your putrefying sores and wounds, and He will heal you, and He
will not leave you, nor forsake you, until He has covered you with His
righteousness, and beautified you with His salvation. I declare, before
the Lord, that, above all things, I dislike writing letters; but He has
laid your case so heavily upon me, that I am constrained to preach the
Gospel unto you, as one of those poor ones to whom it is to be preached.
Be of good comfort, for the Lord, who has begun the good work, will
also carry it on. Remember that, though you feel so many workings in
your mind, yet it is God Himself worketh in you both to will and to do.
~emember, I beseech you, to pray for me, and your beloved friends and
congregation of the saints, who assemble in· Ohrist's name. Who knows
but the Lord will turn your captivity, as He did Job's, when he prayed
for his friends? May the Lord, of His great mer.cy, be pleased to crown
these few things that I have written to you, in sincerity and love, with
His eternal blessing, for Ohrist's sake! Amen.
I remain, yours devotedly in Ohrist,
J. F. B.
From the Minister.

DEAR FRIEND IN THE LORD,-I cannot retract one single word from all
that I have written to you. I am persuaded that God teaches you in His
law, and that in the light of it you may know what a wicked and desperate sinner you are. Read carefully, with prayer, the 33rd of Job, for
there is your case pointed out. I repeat again, that Ohrist will not come
to any but such who have been thus taught in the law by His Father. To
such He saith, "Oome unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest." You are, indeed, one of them for whom He
came into the world' to suffer and die. You are heavy laden with a painful discovery of yOUl' sinful nature, the wrath and fearful judgments of
God, and the terrors of death. God will not always keep you meditating
terrible things, but will, in due time, lead you to the Rock of Ages. I
know that you will not easily believe me if I assert that you have already
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the faith of God's elect. I am sure that you could not see your sinful
pollutedness, and God's terrible wrath and judgments, without this peculiar faith, by which you have at times hoped in His mercy, as forerunners
. of greater favours. The ground of my hope of you is, not because I
think you less a sinner than others, but because you see yourself a greater
in God's light. Remember that Abraham agaiust hope believed in
hope, as an example for you to do the same. I believe that there is no
greater sin than to despair of the mercy of God; therefore pray without
ceasing; and, if you perish, rather perish at the foot of Christ, if such a
thing can be. We have a woman among us who has been in a worse case
than you. She rejected everything that could be said to her, being, as it
were, in black despair. She made several attempts upon her life, but
was mercifully preserved. Her husband at length put her into a private
madhouse, but a friend among us prevailed upon him to suffer her to reside at his house, for the benefit of hearing the word; and her case,
which was considered hopeless by many, proved to be exceeding hopeful,
for the JJord has very lately turned her captivity, and has filled her with
joy and peace in believing. I had seen her a long while ago, a most
·miserable object of temptation and unbelief; but I have seen her lately,
a monument of God's sparing mercy, singing the high praises of God,
and I understand she still enjoys the light of God's countenance. I hope.
th8refore, that, notwithstanding you have not at first believed my report,
yet that God will also confirm my testimony as He did to her, by finally
turning your captivity. I say, in the name of God, "pray without
ceasing," for that is the way in which I myself have obtained all spiritual
blessings. May the Lord enable you so to do, for Christ's sake! Amen.
I am, yours in the Lord,
J. F. B.

UNITY WITHOUT VISIBILITY.

IT was a fine summer's evening, and, leaning against a gate that led into
a large field, the eye rested upon a flock of sheep that peacefully nibbled
the close-cut grass. Some were frisking about under the shade of a few
tall trees; and not a few lambs were gambolling with each other like
kittens at play. Suddenly a man with a huge basket of garden clearings
made his appearance, and in a moment the sheep at rest got upon their
legs, the lambs forsook their frolics, the feeding sheep forsook their food,
and then a general fight began. Not content to pick up what they could,
each seemed to care only for the mouthful of green the other had, and a
scene ensued that no beholder could forget. Butting, biting, squealing,
the lambs were rolled over by the sheep, and, while the young ones yelled
out their griefs, the old snatched up the plunder. One particular cabbage
stump seemed to attract the cupidity of the aged of the flock, for they
fought over it with a vigour worthy of a better cause. No one could be
otherwise than amused at this pastoral scene; but, when grey evening
dropped into the quietude of night, the thoughts took another turn.
What a representation of God's people was before our eyes in this belligerent flock, each turning in wrath upon the other to get or to keep as
circumstances arose. What trifles disunite the Lord's family, and how
quickly they turn upon each other to butt or to bite-to speak evil of or
separate from one another. The evil is too common to need enlargement.
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'Who has not felt it? And the thought rises, Oan they be the children of
God who act so? Yes, they can. Few animals with such small powers
to attack or defend, fight more desperately than sheep; and this applies
to God's flock.
"From whence came wars and fightings among you?" asks the
apostle; and the answer given is, "Oome they not hence, even of your
lusts that war in your members?" God's elect have two natures; the
first man, that is of the earth earthy, the second man, the Lord from
heaven. From the old Adam nature we have the workings of the flesh
as described in Gal. v. 19-21. The opposite to these are the fruits of the
Spirit, which are wrought in the heart, and are the manifestation of the
life of God in the soul, such as "love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance" (Gal. v. 22, 23). But
Esau at times is too mighty for J acob, and Isaac was puzzled to distinguish between his own children. "The voice is Jacob's voice, but the
hands are the hands of Esau:" and so it is still in the family of Godhence suspicion, coldness, alienation, and separation, sometimes to the
end of life. Then where is the unity? In Ohrist: "I in them, and
Thou in me, that they all may be made perfect in One." The Ohurch of
the living God are one in Him before all worlds; and that unity is manifested in regeneration, being born again, made new creatm'es in Ohrist,
and thus introduced into God's living family. With this new life springs
new affections to God and His people. Here we have the love of the
brethren, concerning which the apostle says, "Ye are taught of God to
love one another." There is something peculiar and distinctive in the
affections now. There is a union with the principle manifested in others'
of the same family. It has nothing to do with sect or party, with terms
or rites; it has to do with life, and where that is developed there is a
union with, and a clinging to, those who are partakers of this divine
nature, as distinguished from the dead sinner or lifeless professor. Mistakes may arise, it is true, from divers causes, and this love may break
down in particular instances even where life is acknowledged, we admit;
but, taken on the whole, the love of the brethren is maintained by the Spirit
of God in the breast of every heaven-born child; and those who enjoy most
of the love of God in the soul, display most of the love of the brethren in the
conduct. To the reality of this principle, as rising above all opposition,
we have the last testimony of that mighty man of valour, Mr. Parks,
who, in June 15, 1867, thus writes: "It is really extraordinary how
many friends this sickness has brought out. I seem to be dear to scores
who I never imagined had any liking for me. This fact often brings
tears to my eyes." At a subsequent period he wrote: "The kindness
and sympathy of many of the children of God amongst dissenters with
whom I disagreed on some points, very deeply affects me." A gracious
man and Baptist minister hearing of Mr. Parks' death said, "He will be a
great loss to the cause of truth. He wrote a book against us; but there,
we didn't mind that! We knew he lived and loved the truth, and spoke up
for it; and that's the chief thing after all." A man who had lived all
his days amongst the Wesleyans, but had life in his soul, was deeply
affected when he heard of the death of Mr. Parks. He said, "I liked his
tracts, for they found out my feelings. I am sure if God had not been
first with me, I should never have turned to Him. Our minister leans
very much to tIllS view in his preaching, and the best of our people like
it, though the connexion don't; we shall all be main sorry for Mr. Parks."
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Having illustrated our subject by referring to the recent loss sustained
by the Church of God, we feel it is not out of place to give Mr. Parb' testimony to the power of the truth as realized in his own soul. He thus
writes, January, 1867, when in his usual good health: "I will not wish
you many happy returns of the season, for I think you are, like me, sick
of earth, and want to see J esus. We have found out long since that this
is not our rest, but a scene of toil and suffering, worry and disappointment, from year's end to year's end; but I wish you many sweet visits
from our God and Saviour." In announcing his illness, in March, he
thus writes: "I must leave it in the Lord's hands; what to do I know
not, for vain is the help of man. Well, I am content. As dear
Mr. W allinger says in his address to his congregation, 'Our principles
will do to live by and to die by.' Death has no terrors for me." At a
later period he writes: "I can walk upstairs with difficulty; my arms,
once so strong, are about the size of a child's, and everything seems to
betoken-the speedy approach ofa crisis. But withal I am perfectly stayed
upon my precious Saviour: I was reminded the other day by a Christian
brother in the ministry, that, though Valiant had fought many a battle
for the Lord, he was at last brought to fear as he was about to cross
Jordan. It may be so with me; but I hope the Lord will spare me this
last conflict. I have often wished to die so as to give my poor disciples
courage. Oh, may it be so ! " That God answered him in this desire of
his heart we have had full proof, and to him we can apply the word of
God, "Them that honour me I will honour."
A solemn contrast to this we have in the last illness of a pastor, the
account of which we extract from a note in Mr. Colyer's sermon, entitled
"Good News of Christ." At this distant day, when near relatives and
attached hearers alike are mingled in the dust, it can wound no personal
feelings to give the name of Mr. Cecil, who, in removing to another
chapel, greatly lowered the standard of truth to suit the ears of a genteel
congregation. The following extract speaks for itself; let him that
heareth understand : "I cannot forbear mentioning here, a lamentable instance of keeping
back part of the counsel of God, in one of the most popular preachers of
the nineteenth century, whose last days were much embittered by the
severe fatherly corrections of Him who has not said in vain, 'He that
hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully;' 'For with what
measure ye mete, is shall be measured to you again;' 'the Lord God of
recompences shall surely requite " (Jer. xxiii. 28; Matt. vii. 2; Jer.li. 56).
"There is yet remaining in the flesh a venerable friend of the minister
referred to, who, at his particular request, attended him in his last
moments, and heard confessions which no ear but his perhaps, and the
ear of Him who heareth in silence even all the imaginations of the
thoughts of the heart,. ever did hear, or ever will. That venerable friend
has often said, when speaking of this minister, 'He did not honour the
Lord in his last days, and in his last days the Lord did not honour him.'
It was not anything in the most distant shape of jealousy, much less of
ill·will, that prompted the repeated declaration I have quoted. No, for
the deceased minister was the honoured instrument of the conversion of
the living one, and therefore was highly esteemed in love for the Lord's
sake. It rather arose. from the awakened. recollection that the former had
not preached the whole truth so fully as he knew it, and from the painful remembrance of the distressed state of mind, in which, as a just
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consequence, he knew his friend and brother minister had died, the very
mention of whose name seemed as if it ever rang in his ears, 'Beware
of unfaithfulness.' Being greatly afflicted in body, this minister was no
less distressed in mind in his last days, lmder the temptation of the
enemy, that both himself and family would come to want. So grievously
did this fear torment him, and under which so deeply did his dear Ohristian friends sympathize with him, that one of them, on hearing the cause
of his dejection, spared neither time nor exertion in interesting his numerous and respectable congregation in his behalf; and with such success,
that, in a few.days only, he appeared at the breakfast-table of the deceased
minister, and laid down before him no le8s a sum than one thousand
guineas, as the affectionate offering of the people of his charge, adding, at
the same time, that some additional provision had been made for other
parts of his family. Ashamed, in the face of so much gold, and of such
unexpected assurances from invaluable friends, to think any longer that
he should want the 'bread that perisheth,' another and a far more grievous terror from the Lord, fell upon him, and which it was not in the
power of any of his earthly friends to remove. He cried, in the bitterness
of his soul, 'he should be damned-he should be damned-because he had
not faithfully preached all that he knew of the counsel of God! He had
kept back part ofthe price, and he had sought to accommodate the truth to
his fashionable congregation.' Not all the counsels, all the sympathies, all
the prayers, of all his spiritual friends, could assuage in any degree the
wounded spirit of this man of God. No, he had not given a 'jealous God'
the glory of His word in a living hour, and, in return, a 'jealous God'
gave not him its consolations in a dying one. I fully believe, however, that
the Lord received this minister to glory as a son, on the ground of the faithful obedience of the Lord Jesus, although He severely corrected him as a
servant, for a want of faithfulness in His work, because he had shunned to
declare all the 'counsel of God.' So true is that ancient record (Psalm
xcix. 8), 'Thou wast a God that forgavest them, though Thou tookest vengeance
of their inventions.' Let the ministers of Ohrist, therefore, deliver to the
people all they know of divine truth by divine teaching, and they shall never
have to complain before the Lord, for the want of any temporal or spiritual
supply, but shall find the consolations in Ohrist abundant in their living
moments, and their consolations by Ohrist yet more abundant in their dying
ones, and the perfection of all consolation with Ohrist in the glorified state
in heaven to all eternity.
" I had mthm' have all the world for mine enemy than my own conscience."
THE OHUROH OR THE WORLD.
Is it not true that the line of discrimination between these two bodies is
wellnigh lost sight of? Yet to one of them, and not to both, we each of us
belong. However closely we may approach each other, as the figures do
in a dissolving view, yet we must bear in mind that in the Scriptures of
truth the distinction is shown to be eternal, internal, and external. The
OhLUch, that body which has Ohrist alone for its Head, was "chosen in
Him before the foundation of the world" (Eph. i. 4), "elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Fatller" (1 Pet. i. 2), called "according to His own purpose and. grace, given us in Ohrist Jesus before the
world began" (2 Tim. i. 9); and so was eternally distinct from the great
mass of mankind out of which she was chosen; and owes her origin, her
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position, her redemption, her safety, to the everlasting love of God
and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. By virtue of this union, the
Word became flesh, was obedient, as a Servant, unto the death of the
. cross, 'bare her sins in His own body on the tree, paid the penalty she had
incurred by her manifold transgressions, and brought in an everlasting
righteousness, whereby she is Justified, fully, freely, and eternall'l.j, and
God's pure and holy eyes rest upon her with infinite satisfaction and
delight as she stands before Him" complete in Him."
In "due season" they that be endued with so excellent a gift and
benefit of God be called by the Holy Ghost; and then commences what I
may term the 'internal difference, which consists not in the extirpating the
fallen Adam nature with its propensities, lusts, and strivings; but in the
introduction of a new principle, an implanting of light, which exposes
and contends with the darkness of ignorance, error, and sin-the imparting of life, which overcomes the death in trespasses and sins, the shedding abroad of the love of God, which creates new desires and affections,
and makes the spirit mount on high, and the leading the soul into liberty
from the bondage of corruption, the bondage of the law, and th at
spiritual despotism in which it is held by nature. All this produces a
conflict or warfare from which there is no discharge but by falling asleep
in Jesus.
This is the internal difference between every living child of God and
every unregenerate person. No one can explain or understand it but
he who is the subject of it. The principle by which, and the motive for
which, he lives and acts is unintelligible; "for the natural man receiveth
not the things of the Spirit;" and St. John saith, "therefore the world
knoweth us not, because it knew Him not."
Now, as from the eternal distinction the internal has proceeded C" for
whom He did predestinate, them He also called "), so from the internal
proceeds the external, which consists in putting on the Lord Jesus Christ,
walking in Him, exhibiting the same mind, spirit, and demeanour He exhibited when on earth, in no fancied superiority to other men or to human
weaknesses, but a felt sense of helplessness, a looking to Jesus for help,
guidance, and direction, a leaning on Him for strength, a holy transformation in the spirit of the mind, a forsaking and renouncing "the pomps
and vanities of this wicked world," a carefulness not to put a stumblingblock in the way of a weak brother, by an indulgence of things harmless
in themselves, but not expedient. Brethren, the influence of the world,
of a worldly spirit of yielding to things indifferent, but not having a
tendency to teach or help the new man, is much to be dreaded. If you
are on the Lord's side, see to it that the external difference is clear and
defined. " Come out from among them, and be ye separate; and I will
be a father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the
Lord Almighty."
That our gracious God may make His people more distinct in every
way in this dark and cloudy day, is the prayer of
Your faithful brother in Jesus,
ALFRED HEWLETT, D,D.
THE DISCIPLINE OF HOME.
CHILDREN, young men, grown men, value your homes! Give God daily
thanks for them, Little do you know Cfor these are blessings seldom
appreciated till they are withdrawn) all that is contained for you-all of
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safety, all of happiness, all of blessing-within the four walls of your
home. But now this home, of which such glorious things are spoken, and
of which we have not told one-thousandth part of its mercies-this home
is a society, ·this home is a polity, is a litle state, is a little church. Then
like other societies, it must have its rules; like other polities, it must have
its laws. And rules are restraints. They are, so far as they go, limitations upon the self-will. They are conditions upon which alone the
benefits of the community can be enjoyed. Where is the home which has
no laws, which imposes no restrictions upon its members-whether
natural members, the children, or required and temporary, like its hired
servants, that home cannot be safe; that home cannot be happy. There
must be restraints upon the freewill of each if there is to be any security,
or if there is to be any comfort for the body which is the whole. In these
days it is the fashion to relax rules. Homes try to dispense with restraints.
Each child, from the first beginning of speech, is to express his own
opinion; each child, from the first power of motion, is to do his own will.
Entreaty replaces command, and permission supersedes authority. Does
happiness result from this sort of freedom? if there was once too much of
distance between the parents and the children, may there not well be too
little? Is it to be desired that the father and the son should (as it is
sometimes even boasted) live together like brothers? This is an inversion
of God's order; and God's order can never be changed without mischief
and without suffering. In place of authority, plainly asserted and gravely
maintained, there will always grow up something else; something more
unequal, more uncertain, more trying and irritating therefore to all ; hasty
snatchings of the reins from time to time as temper or caprice or experience of inconvenience may dictate; and thus the self-will, which might
have been gradually disciplined into obedience, kicks against. the sudden
goad of an occasional interference; and the son, who would have borne
the light burden and easy yoke of an equable subordination, frets against
the unexpected thwartings of a restraint at once violent and unprincipled.
-Dr. Vaughan.
SOWING AND REAPING.
"L2ght is sown for the ri,qhteous, and gladness for the upright 2'n heart."
PSALM xcvii. 11.
HERE) even in the very seed-time, there is a present reward in keeping
God's commandments; but, when we come to reap the harvest of joy, oh,
what joy must that be which is called by God Himself" fulJtess of joy! "
Our best joys here are transitory and limited: but there, will be unlimited,
boundless, and eternal joy. See the glorious throng; observe the palms in
their hands and the crowns on their heads; behold them arrayed in the
white garments before the throne. "Vho are these? They are the redeemed of the Lord; they come with singing to Zion, and everlasting
joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain, they shall for ever
possess, "gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away"
(Isa. xxxv. 10). But they take up their golden harps; they begin one of
the heavenly songs; the number of those who join is "ten thousand
times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands ;" and the grand united
chorus of all is, "Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto
Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever."E. Biokerstetk.
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THE RICHES, MULTITUDE, POWER, AND TRIUMPHS OF THE
LOVINGKINDNESSES QF THE ETERNAL THREE IN GOD;
AS SEEN L'< THE

LIFE AND EXPERIENOE OF THE" OLD PILGRIM."
(Continuedj1-ompage 589.)

WITH a light heart on the one hand, I removed from a scene of heartrending sorrow. On the other hand, I carried with me a ponderous load
of guilt, and piercing reflections because of my forlorn condition. I
travelled nearly forty miles, and was kindly received by Mr. Davis, and
continued with him for a time, and under him was taught the mechanical
art and mystery of the steam-engine.
H'he Arminians in that neighbourhpod being very numerous, I again
joined them, and laboured hard, by duty doing, to obtain inward peace;
but, alas! it was labour in vain, because I sought peace without the blood.
Being studiously grave ill my demeanour, and having acquired a thorough
knowledge of the grounds of music, my company at their meetings was
constantly sought. After a time, the old people, conceiving that I bad a gift
for speaking, requested me to give them a word of exhortation, to which,
in my ignorance, I consented. When it was reported that a youth, not
yet twenty years of age, was appointed to speak in public, or preach as it
was called, a large congregation was collected together to hear. After the
first sermon, to the no small gratification of my pride, it was said by many
who had heard, "He will make the greatest preacher in our connexion."
"0 foolish people, and unwise." It was foolish in my hearing to heap
encomiums upon one who was not entitled to be called a novice; and sure
I am that it was unwise, for, if the wisdom which cometh from above had
been given to them, they must have discerned that I was as ignorant, experimentally, of the Ohrist of God as a " wild ass's colt." Presumptuous
loquacity was the only qualification I then possessed, which could have
entitled or recommended me to their admiration.
In this my new situation, I was brought to hear of a body of professors
called Oalvinists ; and these people I found upon inquiry contended that
the elect only would be saved; and those who Were not elected must
perish. My enmity against these Calvinists knew no bounds. I delighted
to dispute with and against them. But it is to me now fearful to look
back and reflect upon the manner how I wrested the Scriptures of truth,
pressing them into my service, to make them in appearance uphold the
flesh-pleasing scheme of universal redemption; and to furnish me with
weapons to fight against the doctrines of sovereign, discriminating grace.
One specimen will suffice to show the reader the fearful and crafty perversions of which I was guilty. "What will you do," said one, " with these
words, 'Therefore hath He mercy on whom He will have mercy'?" "Oh,"
said the presumptuous perverter, "it ought to have been rendered, 'He
will have mercy upon those that will that He should have mercy upon
them.''' Poor dear things! there was with the people with whom I was
disputing simplicity and honesty, but with me, bold loquacity and
effrontery; bidding defiance to truth. My heart was as firm as a stoneyea, as hard as a piece of the nether millstone. But, in the midst of my
vauntings and disputings, I felt an inward sting, fearing that all was not
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right between God and my soul. And, when I was painfully tormented
with doubts and fears because of my slips, falls, and shortcomings, I
would go upon my knees, and if, by great effort, I could sqneeze out a
few tears, I sh0uld please myself with the thought, that, as I had again
repented, therefore the Lord must of necessity also be well pleased with
me because of my doings.
Oh the many promises, vows, and covenants which at this time I made,
all of which I was sure to break! The reason why I failed in myengagements stumbled me greatly. One day I framed a covenant, and wrote it
upon a sheet of foolscap, and went into an outhouse to sign my name.
But, before signing, I looked over the many covenants which I had made,
all of which I had broken, because there was no strength in them to bind
me. While I was musing, filled with shame, I said to myself, "Oh, now I
see the reason of my former miscarriages; therefore I will take care and
avoid the same blunder in thif? covenant. If I write my name to this
covenant with my own blood, that will put strength into it, and I shall
not fail as heretofore." After I had pricked my finger, and was going to
use the blood in writing my name, I was interrupted by an intruder, and
was compelled to fold up my paper, and conceal it without signing my
name. Nor was I ever afterwards tempted to bind myself by such vain
and God-dishonouring covenants.
At this time everything for house-keeping was enormously dear, and, my
wife and I being unskilful in family matters, the science of economy was
thoroughly ignored. Being brought into great straits, this filled me with
hatred and murderous reflections. "Oh," I have thought, "what a poor
wJ;etch I am! It would not have been thus with me, if I had not married
this woman. It is through her I am made to endure these privations;
and upon her I must throw all the blame." Had the Lord been to me, as
promised, for a spiJ:it of judgment, while I sat in judgment upon my wife,
I should have seen that it was of and from the Lord, by way of retaliative
equity. I had sown the wind, and the crop to be reaped must be the
whirlwind.
That mercy which prevented me from being an actual murderer, prevented me from lifting up a hand against her; although, when not
finding her at home, I have gone in search and found her in the midst of
a dissipated throng of companions, drinking and dancing; and oh, how
this would wring my heart!
While in this restless, discontented state of mind, several gentlemen requested me to go and superintend a busmess in London, which they, under
Government, had contracted to carry on there. Mter some deliberation,
I engaged with those gentlemen. The plan which I had in my eye, in
this London engagement, was to leave my wife behind, and, if possible, to
free myself from the bitter fruits of my own folly. However, I had not
been many months in town, before the senior partner, who was a Godfearing man, pressed me to send for my wife; but this I refused to do,
which made him turn from me much displeased. In a few days after, my
employer told me that I must go to the Castle and Falcon to meet my
wife, who, byhis instruction, would come by coach that day. "But, sir,"
I said, " I have no home to take her to; what can I do with her here?" His
reply was, "I have for the present engaged apartments at my aunt's, and
you can take her there."
Oh, how the immutability of God's testimony was, and is, made to blaze in
and shine through all the circumstances and movements of the poor pil-
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grim's wilderness wanderings. "There are many devices in a man's heart;
nevertheless the counsel of the Lord, that shall stand." I had plotted a
severance from my wife; this was one of the many devices which was in
my heart, and I flattered myself that the steps which I had taken would
compass that end; but I was disappointed. Ab, the counsel of the Lord
was the silent and secret over and under current, that must progress
and prosper to the end determined, and stand immovable when all heartdevices have vanished like the smoke in the chimney. My wife came, as my
employer had told me, to his gratification, and my mortification; and we
went to live at his aunt's, but for me it was a restless life.
Mter some-months, I again joined the Methodists, and was soon treated
by the members with great respect. But, alas! in my feelings I sank
deeper and deeper into gloom, under guilt. I tried all manner of expedients to remove or ease the load, but all in vain. At times I would
try to pray it away; but, instead of doing this, I have risen from my knees
with an addition to my load. Then I would try to read it away, or in
company. to talk it away; but when alone I was led to sit in judgment,
and without partiality examine the conversation, then I should see so
much hypocrisy, that would make me exclaim, "Oh, what a hopeless condition I am plunged into I" Then, under the influence of self-pity, I would
try to weep my burden away; still it would remain. Then I would try
to believe it away, but upon trial I should find that my fa~'th would not
remove the mountain-load of guilt; therefore, like David, I was constrained
to confess that "refuge failed me."
Some professors would boastingly tell me how they could take their
burdens to the Lord, and leave them with Him. Others would tell me
that they have gone upon their knees, and told the Lord that they would
not rise from their knees unless He blessed them, and they were llfwer
disappointed of what they sought. These statements were a stumblingblock to me, because I had tried but could not succeed, as they said they
had done.
Oh, what solemn lessons I was taught under my various exercises,
touching nature's miserable helplessness! And how, in the conceited selfsufficiency of our stubborn spirits, poor human nature, under the preparatory and necessary woundings, is prone to aim, seek, and strive to be its
own healer; in opposition to the recorded prescription, "I am the Lord,
that healeth thee."
In those days how I have cried to the Lord, when going into the factory,
that I might be kept from smiling at, or speaking harshly to, the men; for,
if I did smile at their sayings or doings-and I found it difficult at times
to refrain from smiling-oh, what an additional load this would bring to
my mountain of guilt! Many and many a time have I gone from my
closet among the men, trembling with fear, lest in some unguarded moment I should smile at their nonsense, or, for something in the work that
was wrong, I should speak hastily. My inward burden made my outward
burden to be the more ponderous and distracting. I had a number of
men and boys under me, I myself being little better than a boy. I had to
cope with their tempers. Then, if there was anything wrong in their work,
the workmen would go almost unscathed, and the whole blame would be
laid upon me.
But I had a portion of honey mixed with the bitter trials of my situation. The directing partner in our firm was a dear man of God, and the
Lord gave me a deep interest in his esteem, although he was a Oalvinist,
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and I a zealous Arminian. Many hours we have spent together at his
aunt's, where I lived; and many miles we have travelled together, from
one Government establishment to another, superintending the different
branches in the business. Often the dear man of God would say to me,
when I had blundered out my notions about a thing called free-will, and
universal redemption, "Ah, Thomas, by-and-by, depend upon it, you will
be brought to see things in another light." These sayings would vex me,
and I should vehemently retort, "I have been, I am now, and I am determined to live and die, an Arminian." He would then chide me with,
"Hush! you do not know what you will be before you die."
Oh, what· a proud, stubborn creature I was! One would have thought
that I had laboured years enough in the workshop to have learned the
lesson, that to make one hair white or black I had neither the wisdom,
skill, nor power; but I had not learned that lesson; this was to be taught
me by more "terrible things in righteousness."
By a continual course of hearing, :r:eading,· and inward conflicts, I was
brought to think that my notions of free-will and universal redemption
might, after all, be a delusion. Orie evening, being alone, pacing my room,
filled with anguish and weeping bitterly, an aged professor called upon
me. Finding me weeping, he inquired the reasons why I wept. At first
I refused to tell him why, but his importunity overcame my objections. I
then told him that I was weeping because I was afraid that I had been
deceiving myself, and that all I knew, or pretended to know, about religion I had 'lea:r:ned by reading ,authors. To comfort one that the Lord
intended to wound more deeply, my visitor, smiling, said, "Well, my
young friend, you cannot deny but that you do know the truths belonging
to the Christian religion. Never mind, then, how you came by that knowledge, seeing you have it; therefore dry those tears." This gave me a
little vanishing comfort; but woe to the man that heals a wounded spirit
slightly, and woe also to the healed one when the Lord, to prepare for
His own healing power and skill, again tears open the wounds and makes
them bleed afresh!
A book-knowledge of religion may fill the head with notions and the
mouth with words, but not the heart with spiritual principles. The
spiritual knowledge of a regenerated man is essential to his new nature,
or that which is born of the Spirit. Hence the new man is said to be
;, renewed in knowledge, after the image of Him that created him." It
is eternal life in the soul, the fruit of this new creation. It cannot be acquired by creature industry; no, no; it is the sovereign gift of God the
Father; as Jesus hath testified: "It is given unto you to know the mysteries
of the kingdom, but to them it is not given."
(To be continued.)
HERETIC DEATH" NATURAL AND NECESSARY."
s.

FOR three loads of wood-faggots to burn Ridley and Latimer
Item, one load of furze-faggots
For the carriage of these four loads
Item, a post
Item, two chains
Item, two staples
Item, four labourers
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OREATURE-POWER.

" ARE there many Ohristians in this part of the world?"

" Yes," replied
. the woman, whose husband was bailiff to a gentleman of property in
--shire; "lots of Ohristians ever since we had the revivals here."
"And how do they go on ?" "Oh, they sing a good deal, and they
preach a good deal, and have meetings."
'.' Well, all that is very mce, you know; but what do they preach?"
"Oh, very fine, rousing sermons."
" In what way?" " They exhort the people to come to Jesus, and to
believe, and to accept the offers of grace, and to be saved on the spot."
"What sort of people are told to do all this ?" " Why the people that
comes to hear; and a wickeder lot never was than lives hereabouts. They
steal, swear, tell lies, drink, and all manner."
"But do you not think that there is something of goodness in these
people after all, if they can act upon these exhortations, and turn to
the Lord?"
"Oh, to be sure, they can turn to the Lord, if they have a mind to,"
said the woman; "they ain't beasts."
" No, they are not beasts in form, nor in intellect, but they have the
-nature of a beast, and they have no sense for God." "Ah, but they
should be told to come for all that. Ohrist said, 'Oome unto me.' "
"Now, to whom did He say that?" "Why didn't He say, 'Oome
unto me, all ye that are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest '? "
said the woman.
"Yes, but do you mean to say that those sinners you describe are weary
and heavy laden ?" "No; I didn't say they were) but God can make
them so."
" Well, then, wait till He does; and then you will be all right in
making use of the text. But it is God's work, and not man's, to make
a sinner feel weary and heavy laden. It is He must say, Come." "But
don't man resist God ?"
"Yes, that he does. Every breath he (h'aws, every word he says,
and everything he does, is enmity against God. But, if God has purposes
of grace and mercy for a poor sinner, he can resist ·no longer when the
appointed time is come." "But does not God offer man salvation, and
give him every advantage? Didn't He send His Son to die for the sins of
the whole world, but they won't accept it ?"
"Then why do some accept it if others will not?"
"Because they
have a will toward it."
"And, if others, with the same advantages and offers, live and die
without it, how is that?" "Oh, that thrashing machine!" said the
woman, abruptly. "It is the plague of my life. Sometimes it affects
my head so much, I can't think nor give a right answer."
" Then I'd soon s.ettle that," was the reply; "for I would order it to
a distance." "Bless you," said the woman, "it must be close to the barn,
but the whirr and the burr is beyond endurance, and'tis closer to the
house than need be, I am quite sure."
,. Then I'll tell you what you must do: push it further off." At this
the woman laughed aloud. " Why," said she, "ten men couldn't move
it; and just to think of my pushing it!"
"Now a word about that, my friend. You are amused at the idea, and
well you may, of my bidding you to push off that huge machine; and yet
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you have just been telling me that sinners can push from them and resist
the God who made them and all the world, and upholds it by His
mighty power." "But," said the woman, "sinners must be told to
come for all that; and I believe a good many have come because they
were invited."
"But by whom-God or man? If God has purposes of mercy for a
sinner, He will bid him come, for Ohrist said, 'No man can come unto
me except the Father draw him ;' and the drawings ofthe Father are the
inward dealings of God with the soul, whereby sinners feel their need of
salvation, and -seek unto Jesus as the Way, the Truth, and the Life. But
if people only come because invited by man, they will soon return to
the spot they came from. One invariable sign of a work of grace on
the soul is giving God all the glory from first to last; and you will
be taught that lesson when, by His Spirit, He has dealings with you."
So ended the conversation. The wide-spread and growing evil of the
present day is the defecation of creature-power. Sermons, books, tracts,
addresses, are all based on this darling doctrine. The days when the
""Vhole Duty of Man" and the "Week's Preparation" were popular
have died out, and men now sneer at the old-fashioned divinity that told us
"e could not be saved by our works. But we have something more subtle
and dangerous in the theology of our day; and more difficult too. 001'poral acts might he burdens once, but they were not impossible for living
people to perform; but to enjoin spiritual acts upon dead sinners is truly
to demand the tale of bricks without straw. And yet this is the evangelicalism of the present day. The sum and substance of the "good
ne"s" or Gospel that sinners now hear is, they must pray for grace,
repent of sins, turn to God, believe the promises, accept salvation, rejoice
in Christ, and thus reach heaven at last. This is not out-spoken
Arminianism, but it is substantially the same, for it exalts human power,
and makes man take the initiative with God; and this is very agreeable to
the unhumbled sinner, who will bear with any amount of truth if he be
but told he can do the least thing in life helpful to his salvation. But
the doctrine of total depravity experimentally re,ceived cuts away every
prop, and leaves the sinner no refuge than that which grace affords; and
grace means gift, and gift springs from the will of the Donor; and this
brlligs us up to the doctrine of the sovereignty of God in His election and
salvation of a Ohurch chosen in Ohrist before the world began.
The Gospel of the grace of God puts the crown upon the head of Ohrist,
levels the sinner to the dust out of which he was made, shows him up in
his natural state as among the beasts in practice, and among devils in
enmity'to God; makes him feel his helpless, hopeless condition; and then
exalts him to see and realize his glorious standing in Ohrist through
grace. This is good news indeed for the guilty, the ru.ined, the helpless,
who have nothing, who can do nothing, and therefore prize the proclamation which declares" All the fitness He requireth,
Is to feel your Deed of Him.
This He gives you:
'Tis the Spirit's rising beam."
Poor souls, groping for the wall as the blind, and stripped of all selfstrength, find the preciousness of such a Gospel as this, when the Spirit
brings it home to the heart. It suits their case; it is balm to their
wounds; and, while the pharisaic leaven in the breasts of even the
3 B
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Lord's converted people, heaves and rejects such plain out-spoken truths
which tell man he has lost by the fall both will and power to do what
is right, "the humble shall hear, and be glad;" being made willing in
the day of God's power to embrace this Gospel which gives all, and asks
for nothing-which picks up the dead sinner, quickens him, and moulds
him according to His sovereign will, and gets out of him what He gives.
But time and space would fail to enter upon the trials that this stripping
and humbling process involves. Suffice it to add, reader, it is God's way
to get at God's end, and, if we fancy we have an atom of inherent power,
or any capa"Qility to make use of the grace we have received, we have
some rough lessons yet to learn. Believers who for the most part stood
on this spot once can testify God turned them out of it, and
made them know something by experience of their helplessness. The
doctrine of total depravity is not confined to cannibals, nor to our baptized
heathen at home: it extends to the benevolent, the amiable, the sober,
the industrious, the pious, and includes the whole family of God. The
precepts of the Gospel preach some of the loudest and most solemn sermons
upon total depravity, and those who by the Spirit are shown most of the
chambers of imagery within, will most prize the Gospel of the grace of
God.
L.
THE OLOSE OF THE YEAR.
How many who welcome the January Number of this periodical, will
hail that which closes the year? It is our privilege to believe that many
of our brethren have entered into rest; they no longer need the tender
admonitions, the kind expostulations, or the rich consolations, which
through its pages, by the power of the Holy Ghost, have been brought
home to their hearts. To them, there is no longer the counting of days,
the succession of wearisome nights, or the bringing their years to an end,
as a tale that is told.
" They are happy now, and we
Soon their happiness shall see."
To have been the means of lightening their load as they passed along
the journey of life, to be the means of helping on some weary traveller,
of pouring oil and wine into the wounds of the fainting yet pursuing
soldier, to cheer the drooping, to stimulate the laggard, or to raise the
thoughts to things above, is no small favour bestowed on the Editor and
his contributors.
The writer may claim to be one of the earliest correspondents still on
this side Jordan. His first essay, on a very deep subject, will be found
under the signature" Mrnrnus " in 1833 or 1834 ; but since the Magazine
has been in the hands of its present Editor, he has generally written
under his own name, and has frequently been indulged with space for a
short contribution at the" close of the year."
Again, dear brethren, would I greet you with an earnest desire that, by
the knowledge of a crucified. and risen Saviour, we may all shine more
brilliantly in the fulfilment of our several duties, to the glory of our
blessed Master.
Teachers and preachers, pastors and masters, ministers and people,
have trying times before them-the world's influence is more subtle, more
seductive, more insinuating than ever. Worldly habits, practices, and
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amusements, thieves of our time and of our influence as Ohristians,
make themselves seen and felt on every hand. The old ways, the old
truths, the old sayings of that old, old Book, which is ever !lew, don't
suit the spirit of the age. Which, then, must yield? Must we new-model
God's blessed word? Must we eliminate its distinctive doctrines, or
neutralize its precepts and exhortations, and pander to the corrupt taste
of a world-loving generation? Oould we, by so doing, advance their
spiritual interests? Oertainly not. We may not come down to them; we
must labour to bring them up to us.
If we are Ohrist's disciples, we must deny ourselves, take up the cross,
and follow Him. If we are not Ohrist's disciples, we cannot enter into
His heavenly kingdom.
.
To what end are all the mummeries and burdensome ceremonies, the
confessional, the notion of a real presence of our Lord in, with, or under the
bread and wine? They are all so many bungling attempts to patch up
old Adam-to satisfy a partially-awakened conscience-to supply the
place of that spiritual worship whereby the soul has fellowship with the
Father, and with His Son Jesus Ohrist. These notions and practices are
only the revival of those practices which were so strongly reprobated by
our blessed Lord, as recorded in Matt. xxiii.
There never was a time in which more watchfulness was needed to
take heed that we keep ourselves clear from all the devices of man, and
to exercise our influence, wherever it can be used, to keep our young
people from those idols' temples where ultra-ritualism is practised and
the pure Protestant worship of our forefathers is ignored.
There is a goodly number of watchmen, but they keep too much aloof
from each other; there are many spiritual worshippers, but they require
rallying. Let each and everyone of us determine, by God's grace, to be
found at "the close of the year," and the commencement of the next, if so
long spared, instant" in season, and out of season," rallying round those
who, from the pulpit, by the press, or on the platform,:sound the trumpet
in Zion. Let us encourage our brother the Editor, by our writing, and
by our circulating in an increased manner his writings, and the writings
of our brethren. Let us " say to the weak, Be strong; your Lord cometh."
He is God and not man. His works and His ways are beyond our
scrutiny, and, though" clouds and darkness are round about Him," we
know that "righteousness and judgment are the habitation of His
throne."
Brethren, farewell; quit you like men, be strong, and in your prayers
remember
Your affectionate brother,
ALFRED HEWLETT.
REOOLLEOTIONS OF ALBERT ELLIOTT,
WHO FELL ASLEEP IN JESUS, OCTOBER 3RD, 1864. AGED 26 YEARS.
" Gather up the fragments that remain."
NEVER having taken any notes of what fell from the lips of our dear
friend during his illness, a period of two months, this little memoir must
necessarily be very brief and imperfect. When it was first intimated to
him that his medical attendant thought him in great danger, but did not
like to tell him so, a slight flush overspread his countenance, and he
quietly replied, "I think it best one should be told." At this time it was
thought he might be taken at any moment; his complai~t being on the
lungs, there were fears lest a violent fit of coughing might prove fatal.
3 B 2
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During the first month of his illness, his mind was generally peaceful,
stayed upon the Lord, though he said he had not so much of His presence
as he could wish. At intervals, he was very much tried. He sometimes
. remarked how liable we are to forget that Ohrist's was a finishecl work.
Alluding to two little boys, who, having lost their mother, fell into
temptation, but were at length delivered from it, and used this expression,
"Get away, thou wicked sprite," he said, "I often use those wOTds,
when Satan comes with his suggestions. He often tells me I shall open
my eyes in hell. I am obliged to answer that I should then say, God
is unfaithful. But no; I know He cannot be unfaithful." At another
time, " He who has helped me in six troubles, will not leave me in the
seventh."
Soon after this, the clergyman of his native village (to whom he was
much attached in the Lord, having profited by his ministrations) visited
him. He was greatly overcome by his kindness in having travelled so
far to see him, and enjoyed his visit as much as his little strength would
admit; but it must not be forgotten that sometimes he could scarcely
speak for hours. The Lord's Supper was administered to him by his
kind friend and pastor. In speaking of it afterwards, he said, "1 felt
I could say, 'For me.''' Subsequently, he received it from the clergyman of the parish where he then was, and shortly after repeated to a
friend Mark xiv. 25. This proved to be his last communion on earth.
To one who was not present at the time, he said, "I was very comfortable,
only coughed two or three times. He who. strengthens on the bed of
languishing strengthened me; that Divine Supporter is ever around and
about my path." Once, when he had been lying quite still, apparently
exhausted, he repeated the text, "He brought me to the banqueting
house, and His banner over me was love," adding, " Thou wilt strengthen
him upon the bed oflanguishing." Another time, he said, "I was just
thinking I shall soon have rest, and it made me so happy I could not h€'lp
smiling to myself." When so weak, he would say, "I cannot think,
I cannot pray, and yet I think it is prayer." His gratitude for any little
attention or kindness shown him was remarkable. He was often requested
not to express his thanks when his breath was so short; but he never
could be prevailed upon to omit it, if he could possibly speak. At times
he was unable, but he would then open his eyes, if previously closed, and
give one of those grateful smiles that can never be forgotten. Naturally,
he had a very amiable, cheerful, and loving disposition; and, as a
Ohristian, it is believed that very few reflect their Saviour's image more
perfectly.
About the middle of his illness, his eldest brother, who resides at a
considerable distance, came to see him. He was greatly moved by God's
goodness in permitting them to meet again. While they were together,
he said, "I have just had such a beautiful thought, that Jesus will soon
come, and take His lamb home. Satan said it was pride; but, oh, I
know it was not!" Near this time he was severely tried on two or three
occasions. The remark had been previously made to him that, "Death
to the believer is but a falling asleep in the arms of Infinite Love." He
thought himself dying, and exclaimed in great anguish, "This is not
gently falling asleep!" Texts of' Scripture and verses of hymns were
read, from which he appeared to gain some comfort. It is particularly
remembered how he looked up' when the words were read, "Weeping
may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning." When
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speaking of this conflict, he said, " I don't know how to express it; but it
seemed as if there was nothing." After a similar season of depression, he
said, "I think I forgot my heavenly Father." At another time, "He
has the keys i" evidently taking comfort in the thought that nothing
could befall him but what was ordained in infinite wisdom and love.
But these trying seasons were but few, and the last month of his -life
he seemed a living confirmation of the words, "Thou wilt keep him in
perfect peace whose mind is stayed upon Thee." His child-like trust and
confidence in his heavenly Father, and gratitude for his many mercies, was
beautiful to behold. He very frequently said, " Praise God, from whom
all blessings flow."
On receiving a letter from his second brother, who is residing abroad,
and from whom he had not heard for some time, he was overwhelmed
with thankfulness. He had many letters from Ohristian frien.ds, which
was a source of great enjoyment to him. After reading one from a
young man, with whom he had spent a few weeks, he said, "What a
privilege it is to live with such an one." He sent a Bible to another, for
whom he had a great regard, and accompanied it with a few lines written
by himself, in trembling characters. September 8th was his birthday.
He remarked that it had been his wish he might live so long, but had
not allowed himself to think much of it, for fear it might excite him.
There was more than individual interest connected with it, as his twin
brother, to whom he was devotedly attached, was living with him, and
they would share mutually the congratulations of their friends. He asked
for some roses to be gathered, to be sent to some who were much interested in him, and was pleased when told they intended pressing them.
It gave him pleasure to think of living in the memories of those left
behind; and he watched with much interest a slip of geranium, that had
been sent him, with some beautiful blossoms, and had been planted in
the hope of its striking root. His resignation to the will of God as to
the issue of his illness, was the more striking, as he was'not like one
weary of life, though he had suffered from ill-health and continued trial
for years. Earth was to him a pleasant place, as he once expressed it in
the following lines:" God's will be done,
God's will is best;
Earth is a pleasant place,
But not our rest."
To him truly, "to live was Ohrist, to die was gain."
A friend once said to him, "You are not anxious to recover, are you?"
His reply was, "Whichever is God's will." On hearing the bell ringing
for divine service, he remarked more than once, "I don't think I shall
ever hear it again." The pleasure with which he anticipated each returning Sabbath was very great: he so much enjoyed the quiet of that
holy day. His reverent manner was exceedingly impressive. It will
never be forgotten how he once spoke of the words, "The Lord Jehovah."
Of poetry he was very fond, and observed, "What a gift of God to
man." The hymn commencing, "I lay my sins on Jesus," was a special
favourite. Also another, "When languor and disease invade." He
would frequently repeat two lines" Sweet to lie passive in His hands,
And know no will but His."
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Of the last verse of the hymn beginning, "How firm a foundation," &c.,
he often spoke. It is as follows:" The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose,
r will riot, r will not desert to its foes;
That soul, though all hell should eudeavour to shake,
I'll never, no never, no never forsake."
Many others, too numerous to mention, were very precious to him. One
more must be named" Oh, cheer thee, cheer thee, suffering saint!
Though worn with chastening, be not faint;
And, though thy night of pain seem long,
Trust in the Lord, in Him be strong.
He marks, He numbers every tear,
Not one faint sigh escapes His ear," &c.
He used to remark so nicely on the Lord's pity for His children (Psalm
cui. 13), and, in speaking of the disciples going to Emmaus, said he had
often thought how glad they must have been when they found it was the
Lord with whom they had been communing. He told a friend who visited
him, and prayed and read on two occasions, that he sometimes fed on a
little text for hours. Referring to these visits, he said, "They are such
little helps by the way." On being asked if he would like another friend
to come. and see him again, he replied, "Yes, very much. I like to see
those who are treading the same rough and rugged but sure and safe
path." It was about seven years before his death when he was first convinced of-sin, a severe affiiction being blessed to that end.
Alluding to his mother, who died rejoicing in Jesus, sixteen years
since, he said that p.e believed her prayers had been heard on his behalf.
He spoke of his belief in God's evei'lasting choice of hirri, in terms which
plainly showed how fully he felt his salvation to be all of grace, from first
to last. The words, "I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and·, as a cloud, thy sins," were applied with Divine power to
his soul; but it is not quite certain how long subsequent to his first being
brought to seek the Lord; doubtless, it was more than four years since,
for, during a severe illness as long ago as that, he was, to use the expression of his kind pastor, "longing to go up higher." It is right, also,
to mention that he spoke of some conversations this kind friend had with
him, which were much blessed to his soul.
It is somewhat remarkable, that, about three weeks before his death,
he said, "Perhaps it may appear rather strange, but by my left side
I seem to have a stone; on it is written, 'I have blotted out, as a thick
cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins.' It is such a comfort to
me." He was asked somewhat later if it was still present to his mind.
He replied, "Yes," and spoke of it more fully than he had done before.
It causes· one's mind to revert to Rev. ii. 17. When any were spoken of
who lived ungodly lives, he would say, "Praise God, who has made us to
differ; never forget that," and sometimes repeated Psalm i. 1. His great
patience under suffering was particularly observable, but never more so
than at the closing scene. His doctor was astonished that his life was so
prolonged, and could only account for it, naturally, on the ground that his
lllind was so quiet and peaceful. He was heard to repeat, "Let patience
have her perfect work." His thoughts were much on the joys of heaven.
After a piece had been read, in which mention was made of the recognition
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of friends in a future state, he said, "We must leave that," evidently not
wishing to pry into what God has not seen fit clearly to reveal.
The last three days of his life he cuuld scarcely be said to have had an
'hour's rest. On the Sunday, the day before he breathed his last, after
the doctor had left, he asked what he said about him. The reply was,
"He does not think you quite so well to-day." Sometime previous, his
throat and mouth were very sore. He was anxious to know if anything
could be done for his relief. As it was the thrush, only a simple remedy
could be used. Speaking of it afterwards, he said, with the most placid
smile, "I knew, when the doctor could prescribe nothing more than that,
it was an incm'able sore throat." On the evening of the day above mentioned, one said to him, "I wish I could do something to relieve you.'
He replied" , The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flower.'''
Also, "If I had had nothing more to lean on than this world can gi ve,
what should I have done to-day?" Late in the evening, being a little
revived, he said to a friend sitting by him, "I wish I could talk to you;
but all I wish to say, you will find in God's holy word." The following
Scriptures were read, which he seemed to enjoy very much: Rev. xiv. 13 ;
John xiv. 2,3; Isa. xliii. 2,3; 2 Cor. vi. 1; Rev. viii. 13 to the end. At eleven
0' clock, not noticing any decided change, his brother retired for rest. When
bidding him" Good night," he said, in the most emphatic manner, "God
bless you; God bless us ALL." Shortly after, the restlessness which so often
precedes dissolution became more apparent~ and at three his brother was
called. Though his sufferings were very intense, he was most truly patient
and even spoke cheerfully about the vain endeavours made to arrange his pillows more comfortably. His kind consideration during this night of suffering lest those waiting on him should be tired or cold (the window of his
room being always open), can never be erased from the memory. Throughout
the whole of his illness his mind never wandered for one moment, but was
always as calm and collected as that of a person in perfect health. This
being the case, his amiable manners and utter unselfishness made his
room seem more like a pleasant retreat than a sick chamber. About four
o'clock, his pains increasing greatly, he exclaimed, "Oh, my heavenly
Father in Christ, give me patience! Lord, deliver me! Lord, help me !"
One said to him, "You feel He is with you, do you not?" He replied,
"Yes, yes." He was noticed at one time to be silently praying with his
hands clasped, and his eyes looking upwards, as if pleading for strength
to bear up. He became still worse about five, and the doctor was sent
for, hoping some relief could be afforded. Mter a considerable time the
extreme pain was greatly alleviated, and, looking up, he smiled his thanks:
in the most touching manner for what had been done. As the doctor was
leaving the room, he said, "Thank you, praise God." At this time one
who had been with him during the night left for a short time, He
thanked her, and wished her good-bye in his usual affectionate manner.
Little did she think she would never hear his voice again on earth! In
less than half an hour, there were symptoms of the violent pain returning,
but they soon subsided. His brother was by his side and a friend who
had been with him constantly was at a little distance from his bed, to
whom he put out his hand, and, calling her by name, said, "Good-bye."
These were the last words he uttered. Immediately after, the friend
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returned, who had not left quite half-an-hour. It is believed that, though
he could not speak, he knew her, from the expression of his countenance.
From this time till his death, which took place in about three-quarters of
an hour, there was apparently no more suffering or pain; indeed there
could not have been, it was the most gentle change that can be imagined.
His eyes were beantifully bright and clear, and his features as peacefully
calm as those of an infant going to sleep. It was not known when he
drew his last breath, so quietly and peacefully did his ransorued spirit
"wing its way,
To realms of everlasting day."
The countenance after death was lovely and serene, so that it might be
truly said of him, that he was beautiful in death; or might one not rather
say, in the words of the poet,
" Oall it not death, its sting is gone;
It is accession to a thl'oneA chariot sent from heaven to bring
The ransomed spirit to its King?"
G.
TO THE READERS OF THE" GOSPEL MAGAZINE," AND
"OLD JONATHAN."
IT is usual for us, at the close of the year, to say a word or two on behalf
of the above works. In such times as those in which we live we deem it
a matter of the greatest possible moment and importance that we should
seek, by every m-eans in our power, to counteract the evil influences which
are in operation. Whilst professing the name of Protestant, multitudes
there are seeking to instill into the minds of the young especially, tastes,
habits, and inclinations which (if God prevent not) must end in their
becoming united to that apostate communion against which every member
of the Ohurch of England, and every Ohristian lion-conformist, protests.
Ritualism is only another name for Romanism. Whatever their pretensions
to the contrary, Ritualists, High Churchmen, or Puseyites (call them by
whichever name you may) are more attached to the so-called principles of
Rome than to those of the Ohurch to which they professedly belong.
Hence they despise the name of Protestant, and they imitate, as far as in
them lies, the tinsel and the tawdry of that corrupt system which seeks to
captivate the senses, rather than to insist upon that change of heart and
consistency of life of which Jesus spoke when, with respect to the one, He
said, "Ye must be born again," and, in regard to the other, He exclaimed,
"By their fruits ye shall know them."
Will-worship, formality, alms-deeds, and a seeming sanctity, may apparently pacify the conscience and foster a pharisaic pride by securing the
attention and the good opinion of poor fallible man; but, although the
hapless devotees of such systems may perchance be sustained and satisfied
therewith in life, such will assuredly fail them in death and in prospect of
all the solemn and tremendous realities of vast eternity. Ah! when the
clammy hand of the king of terrors is upon them, and when a voice louder
and more startling than the heaviest peals of thunder resounds through
their inmost souls, with, "Give account of thy stewardship," then
something more than the doings of the creature or the dogmas of a fleshpleasing religion will be needed. In that solemn hour, when flesh and
heart fail, nothing short of the presence of Jesus, and His heart-spoken,
"'Tis I; be not afraid," will suffice to quell the fears of the dying, and
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give such to exclaim with the Psalmist, "Yea, though I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for Thou art with me ;
Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me i" or, with the apostle Paul, to say,
"I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to
keep that which I have committed unto Him against that day."
Now, it is a well-known fact, that, so far from the most devoted Romanist
realizing this holy calm and blessed fearlessness and assurance in the prospect and in the article of death, such confidence is deemed presumption,
and hence condemned by his creed. He acknowledges to passing out of
life in doubt and uncertainty as to what awaits him, and ventures to
build upon the shorter or longer duration of purgatorial fires.
Miserable system! and this is that to which Rituahsm and mere form
and ceremony has led its thousands, and is still, like an ignus fatuus,
holding out its alluring attractions, until a fatal and destructive enthralment be the consequence.
It is to protect our dear young people from these bewitching entanglements, and with a view of putting before them, from time to time, the
principles and the power of that holy faith which centres in the Lord
Jesus Ohrist in His" full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice," that we once
again earnestly commend the GOSPEL MAGAZmE and the Old Jonathan to
the attention and support of all anxious for the well-being of their souls
and the immortal interests of their fellow-men. Whilst Ritualism and
Rationalism are seeking, by every possible means, to disseminate their
opinions, it does behove the children of God especially to seek to adopt
every means that may tend, under God, to counteract such baneful and
destructive influences.
JEWELL ON THE SAORIFICE OF THE MASS.
OH that St. Paul were now alive and saw the behaviour and order of the
priests at their mass! Think ye that he would take it and account it for
the Lord's Supper? When he had espied but one fault in the Holy Oommunion among the Oorinthians, straightway he rebuked them, and called
them back to Ohrist's institution: "'rhis," saith he, "I received of the Lord,
and the same I give over unto you." But, if he saw the disorder that we
have seen, would he not be moved as much against .us now as he was
sometime against the Oorinthians ? Would he not pull us back to the
institution of Ohrist as he did them? Would he not say unto us, Did I
ever teach you to offer up the Son of God unto the Father? Did I ever
teach you any other propitiary (propitiatory?) sacrifice for sin than that
of Ohrist once offered upon the cross? Did I ever teach you to minister
the Lord's Supper, wherein the people should do nothing else but look upon
and behold your doings, without any kind of knowledge or comfort? Did
I ever teach you to lift the sacrament over your head? Did I ever teach
the people to fall down thereunto and to worship they know not what?
Be these the things that I delivered you? Be these the things that I
received of the Lord? This would St. Paul say unto us, if he were now
alive. Thus would he reprove us and call us to the standard and original
of the first appointing of the Holy Sacrament.
.
RELIGION is a life, not a sentiment.
The retaining of one known sin is a Sill'e token that the curse of God rests
on that man.
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"Can ye not discern the signs of the times? "-Mu'T. xvi. 3.

appears to be more remarkable in the present day than the
extraordinary rapidity with which important events succeed each other;
nations rise and fall, battles are fought and won so speedily, that, ere we
have time carefully to consider them, they are gone as things of the past.
When we last wrote, the affairs of Rome and Italy were in a most complicated condition; an army of insurgents surrounded Rome, Garibaldi
was a prisoner, the French and Italian armies were on the move, and it
seemed as if a tremendous revolution was at hand, and perhaps even that
Rome's last hour had come. Since then, all has been changed; Garibaldi
escaped, and placed himself at the head of his little army, the French
·once more interfered and took possession of Rome; the combined Pontifical
and French troops, meeting the Garibaldians, after a sanguinary conflict
completely routed them; the insurrection is at an end; Garibaldi, its
leader, is again a prisoner, Rome is saved for the present, and the temporal power of the Papacy continues. It does not, however, appear as if
the peace which has thus forcibly been procured is either a permanent or
a satisfactory one; on the contrary, in all probability, the fires of revolution have been checked only to burst forth again with redoubled violence,
and the events of the last few weeks will very likely prove to be the basis
of still more important contentions. France has preserved for a time the
hated temporal authority of the Papacy, but it has been at the expense of
deeply humiliating Italy, an insult which is not likely soon to be forgotten; and the Papacy itself, with both its temporal and spiritual
authority, if upheld for a time by monarchs who give their power and
wealth to it, only awaits a far more decisive doom which, according to the
express declarations of prophecy, these monarchs or their successors shall
. themselves give to it.
A remarkable document has lately been issued by the Emperor of
Austria. It is an autograph letter addressed to the Roman Oatholic
bishops of his empire, informing them that all his official actions must for
the future receive the sanction of his constitutional advisers. This at
once breaks off the close connexion hitherto existing between the courts
of Rome and Vienna; for, at the head of the emperor's constitutional
advisers is a Protestant, Baron von Beust, and the court of Rome will
not readily consent to be in any way under the direction and control of
such a body as this. When we remember the perfect unity which existed
between Austria and the Papacy up to the present time, and the absolute
sway which the latter has always exercised over the former in all political,
religious, and social matters, the document alluded to appears to be a
most significant one, indicating a very important change. The Papacy is
evidently losing ground in that hitherto benighted and priest-ridden
country, freedom of thought and religious liberty are springing up, and
we trust that this is but the germ of still better things. The word of
God has been circulated largely there during the last few years; may it
now, under yet brighter auspices, "run, and be glorified! "
The Protestants of Ireland have spoken out their sentiments in a manly,
forcible manner. We wish that they had done so long ago, for they have
had good reason. In almost all the legislation affecting Ireland during
NOTHING
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recent years, they appear to have been designedly overlooked; when any
measure has been proposed which affected their interests, hardly an
allusion has been made to their wishes upon the subject; they have been
invariably treated as a small, inconsiderable minority, and their Roman
Oatholic fellow-subjects as an overwhelming majority; whilst the fact
seems to have been continually forgotten that, if they are in the minority,
it is only as to actual numbers; for, in wealth, landed possessions, intelligence, education, and loyalty, they are vastly superior. As a necessary
consequence of this unfair policy, concession after concession has been
made to the Roman Oatholics, whilst no concessions, and many affronts,
have been offered to the Protestants; and it has become customary, both
in our houses of parliament and in the country, to hear public speakers
alluding to the former as a hardly-used, persecuted body, whom England
ought to take under her special protection, and to the latter (if mentioned
at all), as an insignificant sect of violent partizans. The Protestants have
borne all this for many years patiently and in comparative silence; they
have seen an income of £30,000 a-year bestowed out of the public money
of a Protestant country, upon an institution for training up the priests of
a Roman Catholic Ohurch, whilst their own ancient university, which
opens its doors to all denominations, receives no such support. They have
seen the national education of their children conducted on such principles
that they felt bound by the dictates of their consciences to remove those
children from schools supported by the State; they have seen repeatedly,
public patronage bestowed in a one-sided, bigoted manlier; and, at length,
they hear of the proposal being deliberately considered in the House of
Oommons, and even strongly advocated by nominal P-rotestants, of robbing
their Ohurch of its ancient endowments, and pres8nting them to the support of Roman Oatholicism, with all its enormities. No wonder that they
feel they can bear it no longer, and that they have recently given expression to that feeling in a way which, not even the government can
regard with contempt or indifference. On the 30th of October an immense gathering of Protestants took place at Hillsborough, in the county
of Down, where a similar gathering was held on the same day of the
month in 1834. The number present was estimated to be at least twentyfive thousand persons, and these not of the lower or poorer classes, but of
the more respectable farmers and working-men, accompanied by a large
number of noblemen, magistrates, members of parliament, and country
gentlemen. The weather was remarkably fine, and the scene, it is said,
was most impressive. "The platform stood at the head of the field,
covered with crimson cloth and surrounded by a barrier. In front was a
lofty pole, from which waved the union jack, the only flag to be seen on
the ground. In the centre rose a quaint-looking canopy, covered with
striped hangings, under which were seats for the chairman and speakers.
The ground rose by gradual ascent to the platform, and the prospect from
the summit extended for many miles over an undulating country, inspiring
pleasure by its picturesque beauty, and still more by the signs of prosperous
industry which were everywhere displayed. The clean and well-trimmed
farms, the comfortable and even elegant dwellings, and the tall factory
chimneys which met the view on every side could not fail to impress
an observer with the conviction that the inhabitants were diligent,
orderly, and thrifty, and that it must have been a strong sense of danger
to their dearest interests which alone could induce them to abandon
their avocations, at such a time, and flock in thousands to the field of
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agitation. . It would be difficult to collect in any part of the country
so respectable and intelligent a body of farmers and working men headed
by a more numerous and influential array of noblemen and gentlemen."
. "I never saw," writes one who was present, "such a collection of noble
fellows; and their open, manly bearing, made me feel proud of my Protestant countrymen. But their moral victory over themselves was still
more marvellous and more noble. An appeal had been made to them
not to appear with Orange ribbons, and they responded to a man; not,
of course, without a great struggle, for these emblems were associated
with the contests and victories of seventy years, and with their earliest
and dearest recollections; yet among the thousands of Orangemen there
assembled, not an Orange ribbon was to be seen, not an Orange tune was
heard, not an Orange flag waved." One of the most remarkable features
of this great gathering was the complete unanimity of people of all
denominations. Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Methodists, and Independents were there in fair proportion to their respective numbers in
the province, and all were influenced by one common mind. The
meeting was presided over by the Marquis of Downshire, and resolutions were unanimously passed declaring the firm determination of those
present to preserve inviolate the civil and religious privileges which
they had inherited from their forefathers, their conviction that the
endowed Protestant Ohurches in Ireland have a prescriptive title to their
rights and revenues; and that, therefore, any alienation of the property
of the Established Ohurch would be a violation of the Act of Union.
Petitions on the subject to the Queen and Parliament were also resolved
upon. The resolutions were ably spoken to by a variety of speakers,
amongst whom were especially conspicuous the Venerable Lord Roden, Dr.
Oooke, Presbyterian minister of Belfast, and his son-in-law-another Presbyterian-the Rev. Professor Porter. We venture to quote one passage
from the speech of the latter, as we consider it well worth the careful
attention of all true Protestants. Professor Porter observed: "The
Protestant Ohurches of Ireland are, under God, the grand and only bulwarks of divine truth in this land. They alone, by God's blessing, have
saved Ireland from the blighting influence of Popery. They alone have
advocated and disseminated a free Bible. They alone, by their colleges
and schools, their ministers, missionaries, and literature, have carried
the pure word of God away even into the darkest recesses of Romish
superstition. My lord, it has been said that the mission of the Protestant Ohurches in this land has failed. Will any thoughtful man
look abroad over Ulster this day, and repeat the calumny? Has not
Protestant industry converted its wild morasses and rocky hills into
a paradise of verdure and richness? Has not Protestant enterprise
filled its towns and villages with teeming manufactures? And-what
is better far than all-has not Protestant truth filled the hearts and
minds of the people with loyalty to our Queen and devotion to our God?
The existence of the Ohurch, it is true, is not dependent on State support.
The Ohurch can exist, and, by the divine blessing, even flourish, in the
wilderness. But I maintain that those revenues which we possess enable
us, in the midst of difficl'llties and opposition, to carry out more efficiently
our great mission. Shall we abandon that mission? Shall we relax our
efforts for the enlightenment and regeneration of our beloved country?
Shall we not rather with more energy and zeal and faith than in days
past labour to convey the life-giving doctrines of God's word to the
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humblest and the most remote of our fellow-countrymen? That we may be
able to do so we, the Protestants of Ulster, ask this day the sympathy,
the prayers, and the active, generous aid of the Protestants of the empire."
We earnestly hope that this magnificent demonstration will have its due
effect, both upon our IJegislature and the country in general.
Another instance of the extraordinary means made use of by the Ohurch
of Rome to work upon the feelings of the common people, and their
surprising credulity, has just occurred in Kilkenny. During some recent
excavations, it is said, in the catacombs at Rome, the body of St. Victoria,
a young Ohristian, martyred in the time of the Emperor Decius, was discovered, and, <I as a mark of special favour," the Sovereign Pontiff bestowed it upon the Roman OatholiQ bishop of Kilkenny. The" saint"
was brought to Ireland and received with all due respect. A grand procession was formed, and the cathedral and other buildings were profusely
decorated. The" body" was dressed in magnificent robes, and, in the
catafalque, exposed to the view of the multitude. "There lay," we are
told, the" holy martyr, who appeared reclining in the attitude in which
she may have been supposed to have fallen when struck down by the
swords of her barbarous executioners; the head slightly thrown back, the
long golden hair falling to one side, and crowned by a wreath of roses;
on the forehead a mark, appearing to be a swordcut, and similar gashes
on the hands and feet. Besides, there was a glass phial, containing a
portion of the martyr's blood encased in a silver urn, with open sides."
The "saint" was ultimately placed under an altar, in the chapel of
St. John, which, being faced with glass, permits the body and its decorations to be seen. A veil, however,was put over it, and it will only be
" exposed for veneration" on festival days.
A considerable portion of the Abyssinian expedition has arrived at its
destination, so far as effecting a landing on the Abyssinian coast is concerned, and, in all probability, it will speedily be followed by the remainder. No expense or trouble seems to have been spared in its preparation,
May God's gracious blessing go with it! The captives, according to the
latest intelligence received as we write, are still alive and well, but the
king continues to pursue unchecked his fearful career of wanton bloodshed
and wickedness.
Some terrible calamities have occurred during the past month. Another colliery explosion in Wales, sacrificing a large number of lives, and
a fearful hurricane in the West Indies, involving an immense destruction
of life and property. Surely God's voice is heard in these fearful visitations-a warning voice of mercy and of judgment!
AN OUTLINE OF THE LIFE OF TOPLADY.
AUGUSTUS TOPLADY was an eminent defender of the doctrines of God's free
grace, and he lived at a period when a champion for the faith of God's elect
was peculiarly needed. Under the banner of the Great Head of the Ohurch,
he stood forth aTone, not with carnal weapons, but spiritual, to wage war
against the snare of the devil, Arminianism, to expose its hollow foundation, and refute its unfounded charges. Toplady's works will never be
popular; they offend the modern Oalvinism of the day, and the hybrid
school of fashionable Evangelicals. He was a man of great mental
powers, which, had he lived to a maturer age, would have been richly UIl-
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folded. His knowledge was general and extensive; whatever subject he
undertook he ably defined, although his style is often stiff and terse,
peculiar to some of the writers of the last century; and, when upon con. troversial points (which was ver.y often), there is sometimes the breaking
forth of acrimony and irony, which his great love for the doctrines of
sovereign grace might have occasioned; and though this must be regretted, nevertheless it must be borne in mind he had to refute calum-.
nies against his work and ministry, and to contend for the cause of God
and truth.
Farnham in Surrey was the birthplace of Augustus Montagu Toplady,
who was born in 1740; his father was an officer in the army, killed at
the battle of Oarthagena, soon after the birth of his son. Westminster
School was the place of Toplady's education, and there his genius rapidly
developed itself. At the age of sixteen, he accompanied his mother
(whom he deeply loved) to Ireland, where in a manner most remarkable
he was brought to the knowledge of Ohrist. A layman had been preaching in a barn, at a place called Oodymain; to that spot young Augustus,
by divine Providence, was directed, and the word of God, fresh and powerful, "entered his heart, by the lnighty power of the Holy Ghost."
Toplady some years after, in his diary, alludes to this important event:
" Strange that I, who had so long sat under the means of grace in England, should be brought nigh to God, in an obscure part of Ireland,
amidst a handful of God's people in a barn, and under the ministry of
one who could hardly spell his name! surely it was the Lord's doing, and
is marvellous! The excellency of such power must be of God, and cannot
be of man: the regenerating Spirit breathes not only on whom He will,
but likewise when, where, and as He listeth." The Scripture which was
made a blessing to his soul, instrumentally through Mr. Morris, was
from Eph. ii. 13.
.
In 1762 he was ordained, and inducted into the living of Blagdon, in
Somersetshire, and it is observed, by his biographer, "This was procured
for him by friends in a manner very usual; but so scrupulous was he
when acquainted with the circumstance, that he was not easy until he had
resigned it." In 1768 he became vicar of Broad Hembury, near Honiton,
in Devonshire, the whole produce of the living not amounting to £80 a
year. Here he composed the greatest part of his valuable writings, and
after his death a diary was found among his papers, upon which he had
written, "Bethel-visits oughtlo.be remembered." In this journal we have an
insight into the experience of the Spirit-taught writer; it is that of a
deeply-humbled soul, now on the mount, now in the valley, sometimes rejoicing, but oftener mourning; in his own words this is expressed: "Oh,
the difference, the inexpressible difference, between enjoying God's presence and pining in His absence! This day my soul has been like a chariot
without wheels; and afterwards mounted as on eagles' wings. Blessed be
God, for tempering distress with joy! Too much of the former might
weigh me quite down; too much of the latter might exalt me above
measure. It is wisely and kindly done, 0 God, to give me a taste of
both."
.,...--" 0 Lamb of God, slain for me! Thy blood is balm, Thy presence is
bliss, Thy slnile is heaven! Through Thy precious righteousness sinners
and salvation meet together. Thou hast knit me to Thyself in the bonds
of an everlasting covenant which shall not be forgotten, and cannot be
annulled. Thou hast set me as a seal upon Thine arm, and hast set this
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seal of Thy Spirit upon my heart. I can sing with one of the saints now
in heaven,
" , Love moved Thee to die,
And on this I rely,
My Saviour hath loved me-I cannot tell why;
But this I can find,
We two are so join'd,
He'll ne'er be in glory and leave me behind."'*
Dec. 6, 1767, "In the morning, read prayers, and preached here at FenOttery, to a. very attentive congregation. In the afternoon, the congregation at Harpford was exceedingly numerous, and God enabled me to
preach with great enlargement of mind and fervour. The doctrine did
indeed descend as the dew, and was as welcome as refreshing showers to the
grass. 0 my Lord, let not my ministry be approved only, or tend to no
more than conciliating the esteem and affection of my people to Thy unworthy messenger; but do the work of Thy grace upon their hearts.
Call in Thy chosen; seal and edify Thy regenerate; and command Thy
everlasting blessing upon their souls! Save me from self-opinion and
self-seeking; and may they cease from man and look solely to Thee."
Various other extracts from this invaluable diary could not fail to interest
the reader, but in so short a sketch as this they cannot be given.
At the age of twenty, Toplady had translated a tract into English from
the Latin of Zanchius, a defence of the doctrine of absolute predestination,
accompanied with the life of its author; but this was not published until
nine years after, owing to the diffidence of the young translator. John
Wesley, then in the full bloom of error, upon the publication of this tract,
very unjustifiably, in a printed sheet of paper, that it might be distributed
with the greater facility, endeavoured to impose on the public a few mutilated extracts from this pamphlet, signed with the initials of Mr. Toplady's
name. The notoriety of such a weak procedure, if it had been left unregarded, would in time have shown the imbecility of the attempt, and
proved that uprightness had nothing to do with Mr. Wesley or his principles. It, however, appeared to Mr. Topladyof consequence enough to
call forth his pen on the occasion in a letter from the press, in 1770, "To
the Reverend John Wesley, relative to his pretended abridgment of Zanchius. Why did you not abridge me faithfully and fairly'? . Why must
you lard yOUI' ridiculous compendium with additions and interpolations of
your own, especially as you took the liberty of prefixing my name to it?
. . . . . . That you might seem to gratify the curiosity of your partizans, you drew up a flimsy, partial compendium of Zanchius, a compendium which exhibits a few detached propositions, placed in the most disadvantageous point of view, and without including any part of the evidence
on which they stand."
There can be no doubt that Wesley's charges against Toplady arose
from his utter rejection of the doctrines of grace, and, from their entire
untruthfulness, left a slur upon the memory of that mistaken but remarkable man; yet it is equally true that, had Toplady met those charges with
the dignity becoming his position, he would have passed them over, if not
in silence, at least in a spirit more in unison with the mind of his Divine
Master.
Toplady's works were voluminous, .and on various subjects. In 1774
'" From an, old hymn by Gambold.
dying moments.

This verse was repeated by Rowland Hill in his
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he became for six months editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, but in the year
following his health began visibly to decline, and the damp air of Devon. shire, it is supposed, laid the foundation of consumption, which now rapidly
came on. He was advised to remove to Londgn, where he preached
frequently for the benefit of public charities. On Sunday mornings and
Wednesday evenings the French Calvinist Reformed Church was engaged
for him, and there, after a continuance of two years, he closed his ministerial labours. On Easter-Sunday, 1778, after giving out his text from
Isa. xxv. 19, Toplady was suddenly seized with hoarseness in the pulpit,
obliging him t9 leave it, although after this he preached four times again;
and, it is said, "on each occasion his words were to the congregation as
if h should never see them more until he met them in the kingdom of
heaven."
Alas! it is painful to record that, even now, while death was rapidly
approaching, and the soul of the dying Christian exulting in the finished
work of Christ, Wesley and his followers again came forward to calumniate
and falsify and persecute even to the death this holy and faithful man.
They publicly asserted that the doctrines of grace so strongly held by
Toplady were now denied by him, and that it was his intention to protest·
against them openly, even in the presence of John Wesley. His friends
were too true to hide this matter from him, and he received it wi~h calm
decision, immediately informing his physician it was his intention to go
before his congregation once more; and, when told, in reply, such an exertion might occasion his death, he answered, "A good man once said he
would rather wear out than rust out, and I would rather die in the harness than die in the stall." On Sunday, the 4th of June, he was brought
from Knightsbridge, and after his assistant, Dr. Illingworth, had preached,
ascended the pulpit, to the astonishment ·of the congregation, and spoke
shortly from 2 Pet. i. 13, when he entered at once upon the subjectcmatter
that had brought him there, and said, " It having been industriously circulated by some malicious and unprincipled persons that, during my present long and severe illness, I expressed a strong desire of seeing Mr. John
Wesley before I die, and revoking some particulars relative to him which
occur in my writings, so certain and so satisfied am I of the truth of all I
have ever written, that, were I now sitting up in my dying-bed, with a pen
and ink in my hand, and all the religious and controversial writings I ever
published (more especially those relating to Mr. John ,Vesleyand the
Arminian controversy), whether respecting 'facts or doctrines, could at
once be displayed to my view, I should not strike out a single line relative
to him or them."
A few extracts from notes taken by a friend, whose privilege it was to
be WIth Toplady at the last, are here given, necessarily but reluctantly
condensed. " A remarkable jealousy was apparent in his whole conduct,
for fear of receiving any part of that honour which is due to Christ alone.
He desired to be nothing, and that Jesus might be all and in all. His
feelings were so very tender on this subject, that I once undesignedly put
him almost to an agony by remarking the great loss which the Ohurch of
Ohrist would sustain by his death, at this particular juncture. The utmost distress was immediately visible in his countenance, and he exclaimed,
, What! by my death? No! Jesus Ohrist is able, and will, by proper instruments, defend His own truths; and, with regard to what little I have
been enabled to do in this way, not to me, but to His own name, and to.
that only, be the glory!' "
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"I cannot tell you the comforts I feel in my soul; they are past expression. The consolations of God to such an unworthy wretch are so
abundant, that He leaves me nothing to pray for but a continuance of
them. I enjoy a heaven already in my soul; my prayers are all converted into praise."
" When he drew near his end, he said, waking from a slumber, 'Oh,
what delights! Who can fathom the joys of the third heaven?' And a
little before his departure he was blessing and praising God for continuing to him his understanding in clearness; 'but,' added he, in a
rapture, 'for, what is most of all, His abiding presence, and the shining
of His love upon my soul.' 'The sky,' says he, 'is clear; there is no
cloud. Oome, Lord Jesus, come quickly!' "
"Within the hour of his death he called his friends and servant, and
asked them if they could give him up? Upon their answering in the
affirmative, 'Since it pleased the Lord to be so gracious to him,' he
replied, 'oh, what a blessing it is you are made willing to give me up
into the hands of my dear Redeemer, and to part with me ! It will
not be long before God takes me; for no mortal man can live' (bursting,
while he said it, into tears of joy) 'after the glories which God has
manifested to my soul.' After this he closed his eyes."
It was on the 11th of August, 1778, that Augustus Toplac1y died, in
the thirty-eighth year of his age. His dust reposes in Tottenham Oourt
Chapel, at his own request, thirteen feet under the gallery opposite the
pulpit, whereon is fixed a plain stone with only his name and age inscribed. Rowland Hill addressed the multitude assembled at the grave,
although it was (like Dr. Gill) his desire that no funeral sermon should be
preached for him.
But Wesley could not leave him in his quiet resting-place. His bitterness pursued him even to the grave; and surely only cowards quarrel
with the dead. He publicly asserted that Toplady had died blaspheming,
and in the hor-rors of despair-! Sir Richard Hill came forward as the
champion of his departed friend, anonymously, and Wesley refused to
notice this defence on that account, when Sir Richard wrote to him with.
full details from those who had been with the sainted Toplady in his last
days and hours of his triumphant departure, concluding thus, "If you
make no reply, I cannot avoid construing your eilence into an acquiescence
of your being guilty of the matter brought before you." No answer was
ever given. An epitaph, written by Toplady, is given in conclusion : " Thrice happy they who sleep in God,
Enabled, by the searching word,
To set the message of the Lord,
Securely wafted o'er the flood,
Home to the sinner's heart.
To Canaan's peayJeful shore!
Whose lives were as a daily death,
Who walk'd with God, and liv'd by "His ev'ry pow'r devoted was
To further His Redeemer's cause;
faith,
Nor did his talents hide:
And now shall die no more!
A beacon set upon a hill,
" Such, gracious Lord, we wish to be;
He liv'd to do His Master's will;
Such was our pastor, now with Thee,
He did His will, and died.
Our candlestick below:
A burning and a shining light,
" May I, like him, my hours employ,
He liv'd awhile to bless our sight,
Finish, like him, my course with joy,
But shines in glory now.
And sleep to wake in bliss;
Like him be number'd with the
"A prophet hallow'd from the womb,
blest!
To seek and bring the wand'rers
Jesus, regard my one request,
home,
Make my last end like his."
c.
Anointed, set apart:
3 0
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A FEW WORDS TO MY BELOVED READERS.
BELOVED READERS,-" Out of much affliction and anguish of heart, I
. write unto you, with many tears." The very many years we have been
connected through the pages of this Magazine will, I am sure, be a sufficient apology for my saying anything about self. Your kind interest in
me and mine convinces me that, in this respect you will bear with me.
My words at this time shall be few.
During my recent affliction, as you will find in what I have written
under date, I think, Nov. 3, I felt so thankful that it was the foot-and
not the' head-=-afflicted. Hence, though deprived of pulpit-work, I was
able to use the pen. Since that, through the measures necessary to be
adopted for reducing the swelling in the foot, it so fell upon the nervous
system, that all mental labour had to be laid aside.
When a little better, I longed for my native air. Hence, my precious
wife and I came here to Southsea this day week, Monday, the 18th inst.
Whilst I rallied under the change of ail' and beautiful sea-breeze, she,
after her long and anxious waiting upon me, showed such symptoms
of illness, as to prompt me to call in medical aid. I had long thought
her shortness of breathing arose from asthma, and not from the heart.
Upon Dr. Cousins, however, sounding the chest, he found considerable
disease of the heart, of long standing'. Whilst paying his second
visit, she was suddenly attacked with apoplexy-that is, on Friday
afternoon last, since which my precious one-the dear companion of
upwards of five-and-twenty years-the shareI' of my many joys and
sorrows-has laid in a state of only occasionally partial consciousness. One
side is completely paralyzed; the Lord alone knows the issue. " Our
times are in His hands." "Brethren, pray for us." I am quite at a
loss to know what He is about to do. I plead with Him, that, "if it be
possible, He would let this cup pass from me;" but I desire grace to say,
"not my will, but Thine be done." It is wonderful how He has ordered
this terrible stroke-its occurring whilst the doctor was with her, Dr.
Miller (a second physician) being within call, and immediately in
attendance. I was sitting by her side, and in the midst of kind and
most devoted friends and relatives, whose attention-together with the
care and watching of Dr. Cousins-:-have been most unremitting. Being
telegraphed for, our dear daughter was in a few bours by her dear
mother's side. The Lord be praised for all this, that He thus" tempers
the wind to the shorn lamb," and so kindly and graciously" stayeth His
rough wind in the day of the east wind." "The Lord liveth, and
blessed be my Rock; and Jet the God of my salvation be exalted."
" Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?" "What we know not
now, we shall know hereafter." Dear readers, pray for me and mine.
The Lord for ever be praised that" she knows whom she has believed."
She just now said to me, that "this was her death-stroke; that she
was not afraid to die; tbat she was very happy in Jesus. Her great
fear was that she was impatient." But, through mercy, it is anything but
this. Dear readers, again we say, Pray for us. Oh, what a cbange has
one short week produced!
Most affectionately yours, dear readers,
DAViD A. DOUDNEY..
Froddington House, Southsea,
Monday, Nov. 25, 1867.
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SUDDEN DEATH OF MR. NEWTON, OF OPENSHAW,
ONE OF THE LATE REV. W. PARKS' OLDEST FRIENDS.

WE were greatly struck with the uncertainty of life, when we heard of
the sudden removal of Mr. NEWTON, the friend who was first in the procession that followed the remains of our late departed friend to the grave.
We dined and took tea with him and his family the Sunday we preached
at Openshaw. We were much pleased with his conversation. When we
heard of his sudden transition, we could but envy him his being spared
all the pain and restlessness of a long illness. We doubt not that sudden
death was to him sudden glory. May the Lord cheer and comfort his
bereaved widow and sorrowing family, and may they indeed all realize in
this, their deep sorrow, that" His grace is sufficient for them."

(![orresuo ltb£ltte.
THE MILLENNIAL QUESTION.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
SIR,-I have read with mingled feelings of interest and sorrow, the very
clever summary entitled" Millenarian contrarieties" which appeared in
the Gospel Magazine for March last. It is indeed, to those who desire in
all things to have" God's mind," in place of the mere theories of man, a
sad thing to know from your pages to what wild lengths of unauthorized
interpretation men may be permitted to go, when they do not adhere, and
that closely, to" the infallible standard of God's word." And this is more
emphatically to be regretted in regard to those parts of it which, if they
be not yet fulfilled, and we are therefore, of necessity, to expect their fulfilment (for" the Scripture cannot be broken "), it is so exceedingly important
we should know from God's own words the true nature of the expectations
which those words hold out to us.
But is there not considerable danger that, while considering the wild
extravagancies of others, we should be insensibly led into the other extreme,
of rejecting all sober endeavours to come at the truth, as equally beyond
our own scope? To those who are in any such danger, I would say, Have
we not a" Thus saith the Lord" in the words, "We have also a more sure
word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light
that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in
your hearts?"
Now as it is testified that those to whom those words were written, had
already" obtained like precious faith" with the Apostles, "through the
righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ," it follows that the
day whose dawning star was to arise to them, cannot be understood of
the reception of Jesus into their hearts by faith, since that had been,
through grace, already accomplished in them. But is there not another
"day"-the coming of which we are warned to look for-that" day"
which, by comparing the 31st and 34th verses of Luke xxi., we find to be
identical with" the kingdom of God," of which it is the precursor, and for
the coming of which we pray continually?
That there remain prophecies yet unfulfilled, there can be no sort of
doubt: the very one, for instance, concerning which there prevails so great
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confusion and contrariety of opinion, is to the Christian the very goal of
his hopes, at the appointed signs of the coming of which our Lord bids
phose who shall be on earth at the time to "lift up their heads, for the
hour of then' redemption draweth nigh" (Luke xxi. 28). Now, if we
believe the Revelation to be part of God's word, what do we plainly
understand from its 20th chapter, 4th verse to the end? There the
Reign of Ohrist for a thousand years (the Millennium in question) is
distinctly foretold; so is the first resurection; so is the binding' of Satan,
and his being loosed again at the close of that era; and then the final condemnation of all those who are not found written in the book of Efe.
Surely these -are substantive state~ents-notof man, but of the Holy
Ghost. Why else are we taught to pray" Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven," if there is to be no such kingdom, nor
any time looked for in which the will of God will be done on ea1;th as it is
in heaven? Is not that the reign spoken of in the Revelation, and will it
not be true of that era?
Why also do we every Sunday sing the 98th Psalm, which clearly, from
beginning to end, celebrates, ?WW anticipatively, then the actual era of that
reign of Ohrist which is indentical with the Millennium?
That whole Psalm is one of manifest rejoicing, and of rejoicing- alone.
In it we see, not only Israel, but all the ends of the earth-nay, the sea
itself, and all creation-called to joy and thanksgiving: and why? Because
"He oorneth to Judge the world." It is evident from both the construction
and context, that the words" to Judge the world" are not to be taken in
their ordinary sense, but are to be understood of benefioent rtlle, just as
the judges of Israel were, one and all, "deliverers," and are so called in
Judges ii. 16, and iii. 9 and "saviours" in Nehemiah ix. 27. Permit me
to remark by the way, that, if this view be correct, it is very incorrect and
out of keeping-, to chant the verses in which those words occur, in a dirgelike tone, as is often done; for the universal world, so long misgoverned
by man, is in this Psalm called upon to rejoice that a reign of perfect
righteousness has set in.
That Psalm is distinctively millennial. It records the marvellous works
Just done (it is a new song); a victory just gained by the right-hand of the
Lord alone,. and it reminds us strongly of another victory once before
gained by that same right-hand, at the Red Sea; which was then celebrated with a like Psalm, and in substantially the same words. (See
Exodus xv. 6, 7.)
To the student of prophecy the construction of this Psalm is very important; because its salient points are precisely those which embrace the
whole field of our expectations, of which indeed they form a perfect
outline. Those points are three in number, and under each head may be
grouped the several prophecies which enlarge upon them, and which
remain to be fulfilled. These are--First, a great and marvellous victory
gotten (at some time yet future) by the right-hand of the Lord alone;
second, that at that time He will remember His mercy and His truth
towards the house of Israel; third, that at that time the Lord will be
manifested as King over all the earth, and that this will be a period of
peace and joy throughout creation.
What the nature of that victory, over whom, and under what circumstances it will be gained, what the circumstances under which the Lord
will remember Israel, and what the nature of the blessedness of the
earth under the Lord's reign-these form the subjects of lawful inquiry
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and will be found to embrace that entire range of the " sure word of
prophecy" to which the Holy Ghost warns us we" do well to take heed."
I am, Sir, yours obediently,
W.
THE STA.TE OF ROMAN CATHOLICISM IN ENGLAND FOR
THE LAST YE~.
A. DOCU::llENT of considerable interest has just come under our notice-the
report of the Scottish Reformation Society on the progress of the Roman
Catholic Chmch in Great Britain within the last five years, and for the
past year separately, and this it exhibits with great minuteness, and, we
have reason to believe, with perfect correctness. It appears that in the
year 1833 there were in the whole of England and Scotland but 497 Roman
Catholic chapels and 3 colleges, including 74 chapels in Scotland and 1
college; but in 1861 these had increased to 1,019 chapels, chmches, and
stations, with 1,357 priests, 212 convents and monasteries, and 13 colleges.
In the year 1866 a further increase is observable of 188 chapels, 261
priests, 58 religious houses, and 13 colleges, making up a total of 1,207
chapels, 1,618 priests, 220 conventual establishments, and 26 colleges.
The number of laity is not mentioned, though it is certainly under two
millions, but we are informed that there are 26 Roman Catholic peers,
50 baronets, and 32 mernLers of l:'arliament (these, however, with one
exception, being Irish), besides 19 priests in the army as commissioned
ehaplains, who rank as officers. The principal strength of the Roman
Catholic Chmch here is in Lancashire, Middlesex, vVarwickshire, and
taffordshire, there being in the first-named county 176 chapels, 33 COllventual establishments, and 109 schools, while in Middlesex (chiefly in
London) there are 91 chapels, 50 convents, 1 college, and 48 schools. In
RutJand there is not a single chapel, and in other counties the spiritual
wants of the population are supplied by two or three. It is observable
that, except in large industrial centres, Roman Catholics neither muster
strong nor make any progress. In Wales there are but 3U chapels, 1
college, 7 religious houses, and 8 schools. As regards Scotland, Roman
Catholicism has its chief hold in Lanarkshire and Inverness, though even
in· them it bears but a small proportion to the population, there being
only 31 chapels in the former, and 30 in the latter. In many other
counties the number is much less, varying from one to nine, while in
Berwick, Clackmannan, Cromarty, Kinross, Orkney, and vVigton there is
not a Roman Catholic establishment of any kind.

~thicius

anh iotites uf ~ouhs.

Seasons of Solitude,. or, Moments of jJ;Ieditation on the Th~·ngs of Eterm·ty.
By JAMES GRANT, Author of" God is Love," "Our Heavenly Home,"
&c. vVilliam Macintosh, Paternoster Row.
.
JUST as we were going to press with the November number of the Gospel
MagaiOine, we received the announcement of Mr. Grant's new work,
"Seasons of Solitude; or, Moments of Meditation on the Things of
Eternity," as being on the eve of publication. The volume is now before
us, and its nature will be inferred from the list of contents, which we here
subjoin: 1, Alone with God; 2, vValking with God; 3 and 4, "VIrorking
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for God; 5, Our Departed Friends; 6, Tho Saints on Earth and Saints in
Heaven; 7, The Great Test of Love to God; 8, The Day of Our Death;
9, Mter Death; 10, The Duty and Privilege of Praising God; 11, Oomplete in Ohrist; 12, The Divinity of Ohrist; 13, The Oross and the Orown ;
14, For Ever with the Lord. It will be seen from this list of contents
that the subjects to the consideration of which Mr. Grant's new work is
devoted, are alike varied, important, and practical. There is nothing in
the shape of unprofitable speculation in the volume. Everything, from
the beginning to the end, has an experimental bearing. The book is different in several respects from any of Mr. Grant's previous religious
works, now amounting to sixteen in number, which, added to the author's
literary works, make the entire number of volumes which have proceeded
from his pen no fewer than fifty-a very large number, especially when
it is/considered that Mr. Grant has been for very many years the Editor of
a daily newspaper, the Morning Advertiser. The origin of the present
volume, and the circumstances under which all Mr. Grant's religious
works have been written, are adverted to in the preface, which, being
very short, we transfer to our pages:"The contents of this volume owe their origin to reflections which
have occupied my mind in those' SEASONS OF SOLITUDE' which it is my
privilege, at intervals, more or less brief, to enjoy. Probably no one
could be named, within the length and breadth of the land, whose professional duties are more onerous or more unremitting than those of the
author of this work. They are, too, of a nature most unfavourable for
religious contemplation; but just on that account I have felt, and do feel,
it to be all the more necessary that I should systematically set apart certain portions of my time to 'MEDITATIONS ON THE THINGS OF ETERNITY.'
The volume now in the reader's hands is the result of this feeling. Most
happy shall I be should I learn that the work has proved the means of
strengthening the faith, increasing the spirituality, and leading to greater
devotedness in the service of Ohrist, any of those, were it only a few, who
may be led, in the providence of God, to peruse even a part of what I
have written."
" Seasons of Solitude" is written on a different plan from any of his
previous works. It is characterized by a greater variety in its contents.
This will be seen on a reference to the subjects on which it treats, as
given above.
Having been so very ill since the above volume came into our hands,
as to be unequal to any mental effort, we have merely dipped into the
book, glancing at it just here and there. No book, however, could have
been more welcome in its title, as ours, for some time, has been a " Season of Solitude" indeed. At such times, it is sweet beyond expression to
have the mind sustained by the Holy Ghost upon the precious verities of
His most holy word, leading up the thoughts and affections to a contemplation of the mediatorial work and precious personal sympathies of Him
who was emphatically" the Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief."
We doubt not that Mr. Grant has exhibited the same thought and
tact and originality in this, as in his previous works; and, when the idea
is suggested, "How can Mr. Grant-a man so immersed in business avocations-find time for such literary work?" we answer, That there is a
certain class of men whose minds are most active and thoughts most pure
and devotional, when their hands are most engaged in the various pursuits
of life; and this cuts up root and branch all pretensions to monastic and
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Conventual exclusiveness. " Father," said Jesus, "I pray not that Thou
shouldest take them out of the world, but that Thou shouldest keep them
from the evil."
.
The opinion which we have expressed is fully shared by the Record, and
"e cannot do better than conclude our notice of " Seasons of Solitude; or,
Moments of Meditation on the Things of Eternity," than in the words of
that, journal. "Mr. James Grant's publications," says the Record, in a
very eulogistic review of the volume before us, "are always so well recei,ed by the public, and are withal welcomed by so many names of note
in the Christian Church, that it is vain to inquire whether their author is
not too prodigal of his treasures. They are bought and read with avidity.
Edition after edition rapidly disappears, and they are all so good, so practical and so orthodox, that in such a connexion we might well breathe the
noble prayer of Moses, 'Would God that all the Lord's people were prophe and that the Lord would put His Spirit upon them l' We have
read this new volume with peculiar pleasure, and been again reminded of
the,remark of a reviewer in the Christian Observer, that Mr. Grant's books
are not to be criticized, but enjoyed. Assuredly we should not have exactlyanticipated anything so valuable and instructive from such a quarter
on easons of Solitude.' The author fairly tells us that 'probablj no
one could be named whose professional duties are more onerouS or more
unremitting' than his own; he owns, too, that they are' of a nature most unfa,ourable for religious contemplation ;' but he adds that it is on this very
account he has felt, and does feel it, to be all the more necessary' systematically to set apart certain portions of his time· to Meditations on the
Thin" of Eternity.' That these' Seasons' have been profitable to the
\\'ri er s O\\'ll soul there is no room to doubt, for we cannot mistake the
glo" of experimental piety reflected in these short, ,but instructive and
engaging, essays."
\\e may add that the work, we are informed, has already met with
a large sale. Though it has only been published a few weeks, more
than half the edition has been disposed of.
Biblical Essays. By C. OOWAN, M.D. London: Hamilton, Adams, and
Co., Paternoster Row.-Most weighty-excellent in the extreme.
The Ordinance of Levites. By JAMBS SUTER. The writer's ideas are too
vague and far-fetched on the subject of division of property ever to see
them carried out.
On the Truth of Christ£anity. Oompiled from" Lessons on the Truth of
Ohristianity" and other works of ARCHBISHOP WHATELY. By ROBERT
BAllCLAY. London: Longman, Green, and Oo.-Highly suggestive.
The Gm'dener's Maga'i',£ne. Oonducted by.SHIRLEY HIBBERD, F.R.H.S.
London: E. W. Alien, 11, Ave Maria Lane. An excellent periodical,
invaluable to Amateurs, Gardeners, and Horticulturists of every kind.
E1ght Acrostics on the Bible. By GEORGE THOMAS CONGREVE, Superintendent of the Rye-lane Sunday-school, Peckham. Published by the
Author.-A very attractive little book, full of pretty anecdotes. Very
suitable as a Sunday-school reward.
Sermons by Charles Gordelier. London: Alfred Gadsby, George Yard,
Fleet Street.-These sermons are full of thought, and fraught with
much teaching. They will be read with profit by those laid aside
by sickness or infirmity; and are well calculated to supply the place of
the living minister in small towns and villages.
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Reconciliation; 01', How to ~ Saved. By Rev. WILLIAM TAYLOR, of the
California Conference. London: S. W. Partridge.-We do not at all
approve of this work, it is nothing but free-will from beginning to end
-man's responsibility, his moral agency: many of its passages are very
erroneous. We doubt not the author is very anxious for the salvation
of souls, but he has yet much to learn of man's utter nothingness-his
inability of himself to repent and turn to God. The whole work must
be God's Holy Spirit first convincing of sin, then pointing to a precious
Saviour.'
l'lM Sure Mercies of IJavid. By Helen Hetherington. London: John F.
Shaw and Co., Paternoster Row.-Sweet poems on sweet Scripture
promises. We feel an additional interest in this book as it is written
by the Matron of the Plymouth Gaol, where our beloved brother, the
late Rev. G. D. Doudney, laboured so faithfully. The authoress refers
to the earnest desire of its inmates for poetry in preference to works of
the highest merit in prose. We doubt not they understood these
simple lines better. Perhaps they touched some chord of memory
within, of Bible stories learnt at a mother's knee ere the world had
acquired such a hardening influence over them. We can warmly
recommend this little work.
.
']l!e Globe series of Reading Books. By W. J. D. BRYANT. London: Darton
and Co.-An easy gradation of reading books, from the first letters of
the alphabet to words of two syllables.

THE COMING YEAR.
ANOTHER year is quickly gone,
And we are spared to tell,
That love and mercy has prevail'd
In all that has befell :
Those darken'd clouds which cross'd our path,
Once fill'd our hearts with gloom,
But love has chas'd the mists away,
And left a sweet perfume!
The coming ye;tr! oh, who can tell
What sorrows it may bring,
Or how the judgments of the Lord
May through the nation ring?
Oh, to be hid in Ohrist the Ark,
When deluge sweeps the land,
When terror and destruction are
Abroad on every hand.
Then-to repose secure and safe,
In everlasting]ove,
And hear our Father's well.known voice
Speak comfort from above:
May but this privilege be ours,
Throughout the coming year,
And we, though poor and helpless worms,
Shall have no cause to fear.
E. B. M.
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