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" Who comforteth us iu all our tribnlatiou, that we may be able to comfort them which are in nllY
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

DEATH AND DYING; OR, SIMPLE DEPENDANOE.
" I know whom I have believed, and am jJ81'811i1!1ed that He is able to krej)
that which I have committed nnto l-lim against that d(I?!." -2 TB-r. i.12.
DET.OVED, we closed our last by stating how much we had upon thE'
mind, in reference to the precious portion then under consideration.
Our meditations were at the time personally attended with much
sweetness. Since, however, the whole has subsided, and we havE'
again known something, painfully and experimentally, of what
blessed HART writes, touching the visits of Jesus :"When Jesus, with His mighty love,
Visits my troubled breast,
My doubts subside, my fears remove',
Aud I'm completely blest."

He fl.lldR, however,"But ah, when these short visits encl,
Though not quite left alone,
I miss the presence of my Friend,
Like one whose comfort's gone',
" I to my own sad place return,
l'I'Iy wretched state to feel;
I tire, and faint, and mope, and mourn,
And am but barren still."

Bnt then, beloved, there is a mercy-and a great mercy, t.oogrowing out of this experience, painful and distressing as for the time
it may be. If, dear child of God, we had never personally behelU
the sweet smiles of Jesus, and felt the rich and savoury and precious
bedewings of His love, how could we ever miss or momn after them?
It is the loss-the blank-the painful contrast-the miserable dissatisfaction, we feel. What was it that so roused and excited and
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stirred up to suoh earnest and ardent seeking the bride in the Oanticles, but the felt absenoe, the withdrawal as to manifestation, of her
Beloved? Oh, how keen her feelings when she exclaimed, "Tell
me, 0 Thou whom my soulloveth, where Thou feedest, where Thou
makest Thy flock to rest at noon j" and again when she so ardently
inquires of the watohman, "Saw ye Him whom my soulloveth ?"
rrhere is, moreover, another distinguishing mercy oonneoted with
the hidings of J e8us' countenance: it i8 the learning the diffioult but
most important lesson, that, whatever fluctuati.on or change of feeling
there may be in us, there is none in Him! No, by little andli.ttle
that great and glorious truth comes out, in all its blessed fulness and
precious vitality, " With Him is no variableness, nor shadow of turn.
ing." He is "Jesus Ohrist, the same yesterday, and to-day, and fOl'
eyer." He" rests in His love, and hates to put away."
"Did Jesus once upon me shine?
Then Jesus is for ever mine."

Beloved, Divine faithfulness and Divine immutability are verities
of infinitely greater moment and importanoe than our feelings or our
comfort. Do not imagine for a moment that we despise feeling or
repudiate oomfort. Oh, no, God forbid. If you knew us even as
muoh as we know of ourselves, you would disoover that we are too
continually seeking comfort and craving consolation at the footstool
of mercy, to be indifferent about it. No; but it is when, as he
commonly does, the enemy assaults our soul, and brings before the
mind such a list of necessities-suoh a oatalogue of sins-such a
course of failure and defeat and shortcoming-and deluges the mind
with such an almost overwhelming flood of dark, dismal, gloomy
suggestions of what the future shall assuredly witness with respeot to
the termination of one's little life, and the speedy, dark, and portentous
setting of one's little sun, that one wants something to fall back npon.
Ab, beloved-ye poor tried, tempted-Satan-harassed and seemingly
Satan-haunted souls-it is under these circumstances the Lord's
living ones are driven out of self, and compelled to look to, lay hold
of, shelter in, and plead before the great PromiseI' His own grand
covenant pledge, "And Thou saidst, I will surely do thee good."
What, under the ciroumstances, can we do but to "la,\' hold of the
horns of the altar," and with J acob of old, to exclaim, "I will not
let Thee go, except Thou bless me?" It is so sweet, moreover, to
remind the Lord that His truth, and His veracity, and His power,
are at stake. "If I sink, Lord, what becomes of Thy promise? If
I come to nought, what about Thy pledge, ' I will never leave thee,
nor forsake thee?' If I make shipwreck of faith and of a good conscience, what about the fulfilment of the promise, ' I will put my fear
into their heart, and they shall not depart from me?' If Satan is
indeed finally to triumph over me, how then can that word be true,
, When the enemy cometh in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall
lift up a standard against him?' If the world is to gain the advantage over me, then what about the declaration, 'No weapon formed
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against thee shall prosper, and every tongue rIsmg in judgment
against thee thou shalt condemn?' "
Beloved, ho.w precious are the~e arguments at the throne of grace;
and oh~ how ~Imely and how smtable the pleadings with which, in
conneXlOn wIth the advance of years and the feeling of increased
bodily infirmities, we are furnished in the 7lst Psalm: "Oast me not
off in the time of old age; forsake me not when my strength faileth."
" 0 God, Thou hast taught me from my youth; and hitherto have I
declared Thy- wondrous works. Now also, when I am old and greyheaded, 0 God, forsake me not, until I have shewed Thy strength
unto this generation, and Thy power to everyone that is to come."
::: Beloved, if we mistake not, none knew more of what it was to
grasp this stronghold than the Apostle Paul. Although none knew
more than, or perhaps so fully as, he, what it was to "joy in God,
through our Lord Jesus Ohrist," yet he knew likewise what the dark
and the gloomy side was; otherwise he would not talk of "the sentence of death in himself;" the" without were fightings, and the
within were fearB;" the" being troubled on every side;" the testifying "out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote unto you
with many tears;" the being "perplexed," "persecuted;" the
"groaning, being burdened j" the "dying daily." Be assured, had
not the Apostle known something-and not a little either-of conflict,
he would not have undergone these ohequered experiences; but yet
how blessed, amidst it all, to hear him exolaim, "I know whom I
have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I
have oommitted unto Him against that day." Now, what had the
Apostle" committed" unto the Lord? Why, the all and the everything that appertained unto him either with regard to mind, body,
or estate. In the largest and most emphatio sense, he could adopt
the language of the Psalmist, and say, "My times are in Thy hand."
He had not, as it were, nor wanted to have, a thought, wish, or desire
apart from the 10vi14g purpose or Divine will and pleasure of his Lord.
He was absorbed in Him, swallowed up in Him; not as far as his
poor fallen flesh was concerned, for, as we have gathered from his
experiences, to which we ha,e just adverted, in this respect he was
weak as other men; but as far us the new man Paul was concerned,
and with respect to that preoious faith of which he was made so largely
the partaker, "Here I am, Lord, do with me as seemeth Thee good."
Oh, how richly was the power and the preciousness of this faith manifested when he testified to the brethren at Ephesus: "And now,
behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the
things that shall befal me there: save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me.
But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto
myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry,
which I have reoeived of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the
grace of God." And then again, when they remonstrated with him
about going up to J erus8Jem: ",,"{hat mean ye to weep and to break
z z 2
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mine heart? for I am ready not to be bound only, but also to die at
Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus." Moreover, how calm al1ll
dignified his demeanour when he stood before Festus, and exclaimed,
in the presence of his accusers, "I stand at Cresar's judgment seat,
where I ought to be judged: to the Jews have I done no wrong, as
thou very well knowest. For if I be an offender, or have committed
anything worthy of death, I refuse not to die: but if there be none of
these things whereof these accuse me, no man may deliver me lmto
them. I appeal unto Cresar." Ah, beloved, how sacred is that power
and how supei'natural that courage with which the Lord, in times of peril,
and in periods of emergency, invests some of. the weakest and frailest
and most timid of men. He does so ratify and confirm His promise :
" They shall lay their hands on you, and persecute you, delivering
you. up to the synagogues, and into prisons, being brought before
kings and rulers for my name's sake. And it shall turn to you for a
testimony. Settle it therefore in your hearts, not to meditate before
what ye shall answer: for I will give you a mouth and wisdom,
which all your adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor resist."
Again, how calm, how self-possessed, how absolute and entire was that
surrender, and that blessed acquiescence of the Apostle, when, by way
of summary, he says to Timothy: "Watch thou in all things, endure
afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy
ministry. For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my
departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have finished my
course, I have kept the faith: henceforth there is laid up for me a
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall
give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that
love His appearing."
Oh, if the merely nominal or sceptical reader would know what
Divine grace can do for its possessor, let him compare the doings of
the persecuting Saul of Tarsus, as recorded in the opening of the
9th chapter of Acts, with what he declares in the last chapter of the
2nd Epistle to Timothy.
.
The Apostle knew whom he had believed; and in our last, beloved, you
will remember we testified of what was the character of that knowledge
-that it was not a mere theoreti>eal, casual, or hearsay knowledge, but a
personal, heartfelt, experimental acquaintance-a holy familiarity-a
Divine fi:iendship, embodied in that sweet expression: "Thou hast kn01CJl
my soul in adversities." Ah, what a knowledge tltcdl What a friendship
that I The close, intimate, unreserved, heart-to-heart acquaintance!
The bosom familiarity! The heart-fellowship! The holy, unearthly,
purely supernatural interchange! The, at least, occasional going in
and out of the Holy of Holies, and being taken into sweetest blending
of heart and communion of soul with the Elder Brother, the Brother
born for adversity, the Friend that sticketh closer than a brother!
the now and then being caught up into the third heavens, and
hearing and seeing things which it is neither lawful nor possible for one
to utter.
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Ah, beloved, if these be not grounds for the Apostle, and each and
everyone who, in their little measure and very tiny degree, have been
taught by the Spirit, as he was, to say, "I know whom I have
believed," we know not where such grounds are to be found. And
then well might Paul, and all so taught in common with Paul, say:
" I am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed
unto Him against that day." The Apostle was so thoroughly convinced of the power and omnipotency of J ehovah-Jesus, that he had
liot the veriest misgiving, not the slighest doubt whatever, about the
matter. He had equal confidence, moreover, in His willingness to
preserve the sacred trust which had been committed unto Him; for of
what avail would have been the ability to keep without the 1cilliltglle8.~
t \) do so r Nor was the Apostle anxious as to the opening' out or dii:><:Iosure of what awaited him as to minutim or detaib. He was contented to leave himself, and all appert.aining le him, ill the Lord's
hands. He would live by the day, simply leaving the morrow, with
all iti:> developments, to the Lord, to do with him as seemed good in His
:-sight.
This was a blessed stat.e of mind to be brought to. This was Gospel contentment indeed. He testifies to the same fact in his Epistle
to the Philippians, where he says, "Not that I speak in respect of want:
for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.
I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound; every
·where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be
hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. I can do all things through
Christ which strengtheneth me." Depend upon it, beloved, the Apostle
had nearly done learning wilderness lessons,or, in other words, the teaching which the Holy Ghost submitted to him whilst on pilgrimage, when
he was brought to this blessed point. And, we believe, the same truth
applies to the Lord's people generally. When their hearts are in
very deed brought down; when their own carnal wills are subdued;
when their fleshly minds are thoroughly controlleel; when they can
in truth, and without any reserve whatever, exclaim, "Thy will
be done!" " Not as I will, but as Thou wilt, Lord:" we repeat,
that when this is in very deed the case, no second will, no carnal
choice, but a full, entire, perfectly unreserved falling into the hands
of the Lord, to be, to do, to suffer whatsoever, wheresoever, and for
how long soever the Lord pleases; ,vhen this is the case, wildernessteaching is well-nigh brought to a close. Home is near! The" come
up higher!" will soon be heard. The dear so-taught one may be
upon the very tip-toe of expectation, for the welcome summons sh&ll
soon be heard, "The Master is come, and calleth for thee."
But a word more about" the believing," or the" trusting" (margin). Beloved, is the Lord not worthy of it? Oh, think for a
moment of what He has been and what He has done. Personally we
again and again say, we are utterly ashamed of ourselves on account
of our want of faith-our wretched unbelief and miserable distrust.
Oh, it does humble us in the very dust before God when certain
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physical heart-sensations seize us, and, as it were, in a moment, divest
us of spirit, energy, and seemingly life, when the enemy instantly
takes advantage with his old taunt, "If thus and thus now, how will
it be with thee in the swellings of J Ql'dan ?" Such questions and
such insinuations for the time leave us perfectly powerless, until the
Lord is pleased to come again with His sweet reviving words; and
the comfort almost invariably flows into the heart in connexion with
remembrances of past mercies; Bethel manifestations, gracious interpositions, Divip.e deliverances, home-and-heart-spoken promises. Ah,
then, how sweet it is to contemplate covenant faithfulness and omnipotent power and Divine responsibility; the" I will," and the" they
shall" of an immutable J ehovah. These instrumentally take out of
self, and lead off from the creature and all creature circumstances;
and, for a time at least, there is a sweet venturing upon Himself, in
His love and His mercy and His grace and His power, His past acts,
His future pledges; His covenant, His oath, His interest, His veracity,
as embodied in that sweet verse : "His honour is 8nO'a"ed to S:1\"8
The meanest of His sheep;
All that His heavenly Father gave,
His hands securely keep."

Beloved, as we often remark, we are perfectly at a loss to know
what must be the feelings and what the experience of those of the
Lord's children who have been led to see and feel their own lost and
undone condition, with their occasional hopes and occasional trust;
but who, in times of darkness and apparent soul-desertion, have no
covenant engagements to fall back upon. As yet, such are not led
into a laith's apprehension of the covenant pledge of a covenant
J ehovah, for a covenant salvation on behalf of a covenant people. We
repeat that, if those who have some little light into these precious
Gospel verities have much to grapple with in connexion with the
workings of unbelief and the temptations of Satan, what must be the
condition and what the feelings of those who lack the knowledge of
the blessed fact?
"Unchangable His will, whatever be my fl'ame,
His loving heart is still immutably the same;
}\I[idst all my care and sin and woe,
Thy Spirit will not let me go."

How sweet, therefore, under all our changing experiences and fluc·
tuating feelings, to be able to say, " I know whom I have believed;
and am persuaded He is able to keep that which I have committed
unto Him against that day."
•
.
A word or two more as to the grounds for trusting Jesus with
respect to death and dying. We have ah'eady spoken of Him; as to
His Divine faithfulness, all-sufficiency, and ever-present help and
deliverance in regard to every time of'trial and affiiction. There has
been daily strength for daily needs. In very deed, we repeat, the
promise has been strictly and literally fulfilled: "Thy shoes shall be
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iron and lm,ss, and as thy days so shall thy strength be." If new
trials have come, fresh enemies have put in their appearance, or some
strange thing (as the Apostle Peter says) has happened unto us, there
has invariably been the accompaniment of new, fresh, and exactlyadapted courage and fortitude and strength. Well, now, why
should not this as verily be the case in the jidllre, as with respect to
the past? Suppose death and dying to be the great climax-the
yery sum total of all trials and temptations-the embodiment as it
",-ere of all that is startling and tremendous, and from which the
inmost heart recoils with terror and dismay . We will suppose this;
[,clmit it, for argument's sake, a fact. Is not the Lord as equal to
this emergency as to any past necessity?
Dear reader, we would submit a few thoughts for your consideration; and, should you be among those of whom the Apostle speaks as
being" through fear of death all their lifetime subject to bondage,"
lllay God the Holy Ghost be pleased to apply them with comfort to
your soul!
" 1. Have not thousands and tens of thousands, notwithstanding
all their manifold previous fears in the prospect of death, been as
c:11m and as placid and as fearless, when they have really come to
die, as a babo falling- asleep upon the mother's breast? Is not this
a plain, undeniable fact?
'2. Has not the reader himself been, on some one or more occasions, it may be by sandified bodily affliction, or in connexion with
60m8 gracious manifestation, brought into such a state of mind as to
be perfectly fearless of death? He has, as thousands have, felt at
the moment he could calmly and fearlessly lay his head upon the
bosom of Jesus, and sweetly fall asleep in Him, without the veriest
doubt or fear or gloomy apprehension; as certain of heaven as
though already there. Now, what was this but the earnest-the
token-the foretaste-the pledge that all should be well at last?
I{eader, think you not that Jesus can repeat and renew the mercy?
3. Shall those who have no hope whatever beyond the gravethose of whom the Psalmist speaks as "having no hands in their
death "-he so brought down by ailments, afflictions, or other causes;
as not only to be willing, hut anxiolls to die; and shall the soul
delivered from all condemnation, and who is savingly and eternally
interested in Him who hath " destroyed death," and who is emphati..
cally " the Resurrection and the Life," know nothing personally and
experimentally of what it is to exclaim, "0 death, where is thy
sting? 0 grave, where is thy victory?"
_
4. Consider the case of the poor miserable woman who was hanged
at Horsemonger Lane gaol a few weeks since. It was reported at
the time that she calmly bade good night to the chaplain the night
previously, and said, "she should be ready for him in the morning,"
and that on that morning she deliberately walked to the scaffold,
disdainfully declining assistance. We ask again, Shall a poor
wretched creature with, probably, " no bands. in her death," be thus

624

Tile Gospel Magazzne.

calm and fearless and self-possessed? and shall a dear child of God
who possibly has sighed over his sins till his very breast-bone has felt
sore, or who has agonized over the weight of transgression, the fear
of wrath, and a sense of having put to an ignominious death the
Lord of life and glory, know nothing of pardon and peace in a dying
hour? Shall the tmpaJ'doned he more happy than the jJardoned? the
hate!' of Jesus be more at peace than the lover of Jesus? the heir of
hell more at ease than the liei'!' of heaven? Can it be ? No, never!
5. "To the word and to the testimony." Let us seek for the last
and most powerful argument of all. We will search for an "IT 1:-;
WRTTTEN," and" the Scriptmes cannot be broken."
See Isaiah xxv.
8: "He will swallow up death in victory." Hosea xiii. 14: "I
will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them
horn deltth: 0 death, I will be thy plagues; 0 grave, I will be thy
destruction: repentance shall be hid from mine eyes." Romans vi.
;3-11: "Know ye not, thltt so many of us as were baptized into
Jesus Christ were baptized into His death? Therefore we are buried
with Him by baptism into death: tha,t like as Christ was raised up
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the
likeness of His death, we shall be also in the likeness of His resur,rection: knowing this, that our old man is crucified with Him, that
the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not
serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin. Now if we be dead
with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him: knowing
that Christ being raised from the dead clieth no more; death hath
no more dominion over Him. For in that He died, He died unto sin
once: but in that He liveth, He liveth lmto God. Likewise reckon
;ye also yourselves to be dead indeed lIDto sin, hut alive unto God
tlu'ough Jesus Clu'ist our Lord," Romans viii. 2-4: "For the law
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law
of sin and death. For what the law could not do, in that it was
weak through the flesh, God sending His own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: that the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the
Jiesh, but after the Spirit." Romans yiii. :3::>-39: ",Vho shall
separate us from the love of Clu'ist? shall tribullttion, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is
written, For thy sake we are killed Itll the day long; we are
accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Na:-;-, in all these things we
are more than conquerors through Him that loved us. For I am
persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities,
nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." 1 Cor. xv. 55-51 :
" 0 death, where is thy sting? 0 grave, where is thy victory? The
sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks
be to God, which giwth ns the victory through our Lord J esns
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Christ." Rev. i. 17, 18: "And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet
as dead. And He laid His right hand upon me, saying unto me,
Fear not; I am the First and the Last: I am He that liveth, and
was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have
the keys of hell and of death." "Therefore, my beloved brethren,
be ye stedfast, umnoveable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the
Lord" (1 Cor. xv. 58).
St. Lllke's, Bedmil1,stel', J.Yov. 11, 18iO.
THE EDIT01L

UPHELD STILL:
" Kept by the JJOWC1' of God tlwoughf((ith unto s(tlwt·iun."-l PKl'. i. 5.
WHAT trudging' up the hills of life still, friend! perha]Js a little more
bent in body than formerly, and finding it a greater strain upon thy
knee-joints than it used to be. Still upheld and pressing home'Yards
with staff in hand! Well, thanks be to God, amidst storms and billows
you have not made shipwreck of your faith, and, although you have ofttimes been tossed upon your beam ends amidst the waters of' strife, you
have been kept by the mighty power of God, and wonderfully upheld.
rJ:his is no slight mercy. Now, it was while thinking that this solemnly
eventful year is fast closing' upon us, and that when you cut the leaves of
this Magazine the last month of 1870 will have arrived, that this word
" upheld" seemed to come with power and a melting of heart before God,
in consideration of His great and continued mercy ancl loving-kindness
to us, beloved. To think that you and I, my brother or sister, amidst
all the losses and crosses experienced, are still the monuments of
God's sparing mercy; finding, too, Jesus to be the same yesterday, to-day,
and for ever. Yes," POOl', weak, c1ud worthless though ram,
I h,we a rich Almighty Friend,
Jesus the SavioUl' is His name,
He freely loves, and without end."
'reu, twenty, thirty, or it may be w1th Bome of us forty years, have rolled
away since we first knew this Almighty Friend, and felt the preciousness
of His salvatiou and the revelation of His person to our souls. Since
then trials and temptations, vexations and vicissitudes, billows amI buffetings, waves and woes, have succeeded one another thickly and rapidly,
yet we are upheld, finding' the God of forty years ago to be the same, and
not one thing has failed of all He has promised. No, here we are, "Kept
by the power of God through faith unto salvation; " and we must not
forget who it was that uttered these words, so suitable to one's own experience,-it was the once poor, faint-hearted Peter, who had denied his
Lord. How he must have felt them applicable to his own case! how
he must have sighed out the breathing, Ah! those only are well
kept "horn the Lord keeps. "Though all men forsake Theo, yet will
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not I," was his positive and self-confident declaration, and he believed it,
too; but his dear Lord could see deeper. "All! Peter, thou little knowest
the deceit and frailty of thine own heart. Before tIle cock crow, thou
shalt deny me thrice." Re could not believe it possible, yet so it was;
but, after his fall, and when the Spirit of God had filled, and fired, and
fixed his soul, then in sober words could he say, "Kept lJ) the power of
God through faith unto salvation."
,Ye may often smile at the self-confidence of the young; convert, and
think it is but one's-self over again; but riper experience, ::md a deeper
acquaintance.with the human heart, bid" us say, Take care! take care!
~nd the fact, beloved, of our God having kept us to the present hour,
IJrings up in review before us one's little life's history. In looking' back
to youthful days, every Christian can recount some adventures which
marked an interposition of Providence on one's behalf, details of which
may not be interesting to the stranger that passeth by, hut whidl are
treasured up as waymarks of God's g'oodness and mercy, proving to us
that,
"Not a single shaft, can hit,
'I'ill the Gael of love sees fit."
And all through life, as we have stood in our separate lots, Re has knO\Yll
our downsitting and uprising; understood our thoughts afar off; compassed our path and our lying down, and been acquainted with all our
ways. "Vhether our lot has been a lofty or a lowly one, or whether all the
mount or in the valley, His eye bas scanned the whole pathway, and His
hand guicled and upheld throughout. ,Vith what grateful feelings must
we then review the way the Lord hath led us. " 'l'hou shalt rememb81',"
said Moses to the children of Israel, "all the way which the Lord thy God
led thee these forty years in the "ilderness, to humble thee and to prove
thee. Thy raiment ,,'axed not old upon thee, neither did thy foot swell i"
and even when it seemed as if the Lord dealt severely with t.hem, Moses
reminds them, "Thou shalt consider in thine heart that as a man chastenet.h
his son, so the Lord thy God chasteneth thee." Ah! sweet. fact, we shall
do well to remember it: that whether it has been hastening' on to glory,
or being chastened by the way, all has been "ell. And very precious also
to the writer's mind is David's thankfulness on consideration of the blessings and benefits Ifhich"a covenant God promises shall rest upon him and
his seed. He says: ""Vho am I, 0 Lord God, and "hat is mine house,
that Thou hast brought me hitherto? And yet this wp.s a small thing in
Thine eyes, 0 God, for Thou hast spoken of Thy servant's house for a
great while to come, and hast regarded me according to the estate of a
man of high degree, 0 Lord God. "Vhat can Dand speak more to Thee,
for the honour of Thy servant, for Thou knolfest Thy servant. Now, therefore, let it please Thee to bless the house of Thy servant, that it may be
before Thee for ever, for Thou blessest, 0 Lord, and it shall be blessed
for ever." Now, such expressions ofheartfclt gratitude for mercies vO~lCh
safed, and hope for the future, although uttered by Old Testament sal.nts,
are peculiarly suitable, and expressi,e of one's own feelings; and I bell.eve
it is the right thing to let our faith lay hold of them, and approprlate
them as our own before God. And, if we stand in the important position
of heads of a family, and looking at om' dear ones by whom we are surrounded, and t.hink of God's abounding goodness and mercy to us and to
them, we must feel David's expressions are peculiarly pointed and pre-
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dous, and that we have indeed been "kept by the po/co' of God, through
faith, unto salvation." And what a wondrous preservation is this-kept by
the mighty power of Go(l: the same power that created this world and all
things therein is exercised in keeping me, a poor unworthy sinner, in fact.
Deity is engaged to save, a covenant God pledged to support, and the
Holy Spirit given to guide safely home. I cannot imagine anything
more secure, more certain. Kept as with a guard or garrison, as the word
here used signifies: "Salvation is for wall and bulwarks all around."
Come, feeble-faith one, there is a stronghold for thee here. Are the
consolations of God small with thee? They ought not to be with such
assurances of security as our covenant God thus gives us.
And then possibly there will be some of our readers who will go with us
11' hen we say that it is no slight mercy also to be kept from committing anythiny that is ~'a8h; for we hear and see constantly to what lengths many
of our fellow-creatures go, unrestrained by the grace of God, and we
must feel with regard to ourselves that by the g-race of God we are what
\\-e are and where we are; for, if left to self, I can see no difference
between myself and others who are permitted to go to extremes. I am
only held and upheld as kept by the mighty power of Goel. For our
part, with a growing knowledge of human frailty, we are learning more
and more to have "no confidence in the flesh;" ancl one would have
thought that the advocates of human perfectibility have been taught some
humbling lessons in the year 1870, did we not know that it is grace alone
that can humble the human heart. Oh, may the Lord still temper us
with His grace, and preserve us from dishonouring His blessed name or
tarnishing our Christian character! How sweet are the fruits of the
Spirit, so opposite to the fruits of the flesh! Oh, may we bear the
former to the glory of Christ!
There is another view of God's keeping which one must feel very
merciful, namely, being kept from the aboundillg el70TS of tlw day. ,Ve have
found nothing like" tile [food olrl paths," and are thankful that we have
held fast to the doctrines of grace, or rather that they have held us fast.
Some have left those" old paths," and struck out into new, for expediency
sake. One we know (a type of many) whose ministrations used to be
spiritual, but who now states "he has got out of the cramped notions he
ouce held, and takes a more comprehensivo and liberal view of things,"
that is to say, in plain terms, he no longer preache"s the doctrines of grace
because it does not suit the pocket and the people. And what is the
result? A legal preaching that does not feed precious souls, and a meagre
expounc1ing of the Scriptures that is not acceptable to God's loving
family. True, he has obtained hearers instead of sneerers, and flatterers
instead of tile floe!,,. but he has trodden under foot the Lord Jesus, and
lifted up the creature. God deliver us from such a Christ-dishonouring
falling away, and keep us in the good old paths of covenant blood, covenant mercy, and covenant love, whether men will hear or whether they
will forbear. Oh, 'tis a mercy to be well grounded in the doctrines of
grace, and kept steadfast in the faith! and we are SUTe that the man who
knows them and keeps them back will have an uneasy dying pillow; still,
if we are kept, we must feel it is all of the Lord. Well, a review of the
Lord's preserving mercy must make us very grateful, and I do think we
are not unmindful of His loving-kindness, but find ourselves very frequently in secret putting up such thoughts and expressions as these: "It
is of the Lord's mercies I am not cOIlsumed. Hitherto the r~ord hath
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blessed me. What a wonder-working God mine has been! day by day
He has preserved unworthy me. His loving-kindness, 0, how great!"
" Unnumber'd snares and dangers stand
Through allli£e's rugged road;
Yet I'm preserved by the hand,
Of my indulgent God."
And, then, do you not feel as ?!buch need of being kcpt by the Lurd as ever i!
Whether your vocation is the higher calling of ministerial life, or the
lower walk of commercial or domestic engagements, do you not feel alike
that yeu are a1; much as ever a poor sinful ereature, with all the tendencies to evil within, and that after many years' experience you are as
dependent upon the Lord as ever, and need as much as ever His divine
keeping? Ah, -we could go even further than this, and say, "You need
it, perhaps, morc tlwn ever,." for, as years roll on, you feel that your weakness .and insufficiency increases, and if ever you were a poor weak thing it
is now. Thus have we looked baek upon the way, and felt it no slight
mercy to be kept amidst Cl thousand snares, while every bush and brae
GOnceals Cl foe. Do we hear the murmuring of Little Faith, saying, " Ah,
&/tl-bltl till' liIorruw I how auout the misty morrow?" Oh, child of God,
the Lord will be better to thee than all thine heart-quiverings and soulfaintings concerning the morrow ! We do love those lines : " It can bring with it nothing,

But He will bear us through;
Who gives the lilies clothing,
Will clothe His people too.
Beneath the spreading heavens
No creature but is fed;
And He who feeds the raYens
Will give His children bread."
Ah, but then says Feeble Faith, "SlIjJjJose I" "But I don't suppose; I
never will suppose: I don't want to suppose, except that the Lord will
do everything right," said Happy Nancy.";' Sweet faith! Oh, do not let
LlS spoil the little we possess with any" supposes," but rather look to and
rest on the precious assertion, "He is fnithful who hath promised: the same
ye~terday, to-day, and to-morrow.
He who has kept will keep even to
the end." But what are we to undprstand by being" kept by the po-wer
of God tJu'ouglt faith"? Oh, this bl';ngs out the fact that faith is a very
precious gift, and connected -with oill' salvation; and that it is a gift, and
not a mere exercise of the natural mind, is eyident from the Scriptures,
which assert that. God hath dealt to every man (that is in Christ) the
llleasure of faith. And again: "For by grace are ye saved through
faith, and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God." Or, as it is
in another passage called, "The gift of the Holy Ghost." Now, then, can
we understand how this gift, exercised by the po-wer of the Holy Ghost.,
is "unto salvation;" that is, it lays hold of the salvation procured by
Jesus for poor perishing sinners, and claims it as one's own: hence is it
written, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved."
To believe I must have faith; that faith is God's gift, and ,,'ith it, in
exercise, I am "kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation; "
or, as we have it in the Acts of the Apostles, "The hand of the Lord was
'" Sec
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"ith them, and a great number believed and turned unto the Lord."
From first to last, the work beiug of the Lord-the Lord the origin, faith
the fruit-through the hand of the Lord being with and upon them, they
belie,ed; and, as the effect, tmned unto the Lord. This is J ehovah'R
order of things, however man will reverse the matter, and put the cart
before the horse. Faith, then, must be a mighty prevailing power with
God, and the prayer is a precious one, "Lord, increase my faith!" I
think "e have the secret of the working of this gift in these lines;"To walk in faith and not by sight,
Take it in trust a little while;
Soon shalt thou read the mystery right
In the full sunshine of His smile."
And then we are" kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation.'.'
" Unto salvation."-Salvation and all the things that accompany it are
very precious as now revealed to the believer in the Lord Jesus Chri~t ;
but what will the fuIness of salvation be in revelation presently? Here
in this lower world it is only occasional rays of light darting through the
previces of the shutter; but the salvation ready to be revealed is the full
effulgence of celestial glory. Now, 'tis Jesus seen through the lattices,
then it will be sitting down with Him in the banqueting room; the
peep extended to the full view; the sip of the stream by the way
exchanged for the full drafts of the river of God; grace expanded to
glory; foretastes lost in fruition; gleaningR and gatherings giving plac!"
to the full harvest of eternal satisfaction.
\\T e arc not fond of extravag'ances, and trust we shall not be thoug'M
guilty of such when we say that we think Joseph's full garner is a type
of Jesus' full glories to be revealed to His spiritual brethren. And this
brings us to the closing expression of our passage," Ready to be revealed in the last time."-Each year, each month, each
day, salvation is drawing nearer than when we believed. The night
wears fast away" J acob's star will soon appear,
Leading on eternal day."
Oh, friend, does the mud cottage begin to shake? Never mind, the
inheritance, incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, is
reserved in heaven for you. Art thou tossed with rough winds upon life'f<
oe-ean? N ever mind, they but waft home to the haven of rest. Doth the
blast level thy prospects and strip thee of thine earthly hopes? Never
mind"Time's wild wintry blast
Soon will be overpast ;
We shall reach home at lastHeaven is my home."
And think what things are ready to be revealed in that heavenly
home! ,Vho can describe them-the throne-the throng and the song":..
the calm-the rest-and the conqueror's crown? and what, to my mind,
is the climax of all,-we shall see Jesus, the King in His beauty. Ab,
and dwell with Him, too, for ever and ever.
" Oh, what pleasures there await us!
There the tempests cease to roar!
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There it is that those who hate ue,
Can molest our peace no more.
Troubl~ ceases
On that tranquil happy shore!"

Beloved, we live in solemn times; events advance daily with railroad
rapidity. N ever has the present generation experienced a year so
crowded with calamities as the one closing fast upon us. In the midst of
all, I cannot imagine a more gracious fact than the one we have brought
before you at this Eeason, namely, that the Lord's dear people are" kept
by the power, of God through faith unto salvation, ready to be revealed
in the last days." Soon will it be our turn to pass away. Oh, what a
mercy to be able to contemplate the end as did the late dear George
Doudney, in one of his" Heart-Oommunion Hymns" : "'Tis but a little season,
And these dim eyes of mine,
Aroused from dreams of reason,
Shall wfl,ke to things divine.
Then all that faith now looks upon
Shall prove for ever true;
And all that love hath cherished long
Shall burst upon my view.
" There, clad in grandeur glorious,
And seated on His throne,
Eternally victorious,
With God's eternal Son.
No care-beclouded ~orrow
Shall shroud my future ken:
But sin and death and sorrow
Shall be forgotten then,"

G. O.

Woodo1ery, Wa?l8tead, Essex.

MY LAST JOTTINGS IN IRELAND.
THE TRAIX.

1866. Friday, SeJJtemblJ1' 28.-Just started on my homeward journey,
after a three weeks' refreshing stay among former dear parishioners and
friends. This parting on earth reminds me the more forcibly of that
blessed world where there shall be no parting-no sin, and, because no
sin, no sorrow. It is scarcely possible to meet in this poor world without
the intercourse being' intermingled with reflections upon those who once
were, but who now M'e not, because God hath taken them; and He had a
perfect right so to do, because they were not their own; and then, too, the
circumstances connected with their removal present themselves anew.
Some had calculatednpon length of days, and had marked out for themselves spheres of usefulness; but scarcely had they entered upon those
spheres before they were called away, and the Lord thus showed that He
could do without them l1e1'e, although He had need of them there, Oh,
what a glorious consideration is that, in the midst of so much that is sad
and depressing', "The Master is come, and calleth for thee." It is sweet
indeed to think of those who are gone hence, that the Master hath called
for them, and that they are now" for ever with the Lord." A beloved
friend said just now, as the door of the carriage in which I am travelling
was closed, "And the dOOl' was 51J.ut." What a mercy to think that it
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may be said of all those "ho have departed hence in the Lord, that as
with Noah and his sons, "the Lord shut them in," so hath He eternally
shut in within the pearly gates of the celestial inheritance all those whom
Hc hath called away to occupy the mansions prepared for them in glory.
Here we have no abiding, but there they shall see no change, much less
tribulation. I look arouud and see ev~rything chang'ing and perishing,
as far as mankind is concerned; but with our God, and with respect to
the glory He has provided for His redeemcd, "there is no variableness
neither the shadow of a turning." I cannot look upon the hills skirting
the beautifu~valley through which the train is now passing, without being
forcibly reminded of scenes and circumstances formerly identified with
them. How the very changing of those circumstances bespeak the fluctuating and uncertain character of everything connected with this poor
perishing world! The city [Waterford] which I have just left presents that
which is of inconceivable interest to my own heart. There, as an instrument in the hands of God, I receivecl my credentials to go forth and
proclaim to my "poor fellow-sinners "the unsearchable riches of Ohrist."
Well do I remember the trembling of heart with which I entered upon
my momentous mission. Never can I forget the holy importunity and
the devont fervour wiilh which that dear servant of God, the Bishop of
Oashel, implored a blessing upon the proceedings of that (to me at least)
most eventful day. I cannot forget how he entreated that he, as God's
servant, might never be permitted to send forth into the vineyard of the
Lord of hosts one whom the Lord Himself had not called. And how
grateful is the consideration that, amid all the weaknesses and sins and
infirmities which have characterized one's frail and most imperfect servioes,
the grace of Jesus has, notwithstanding, been sufficient. Here, once
again, in spite of my ten thonsand !lins and iniquities, I set up my
Ebenezer, testifying that" Hitherto the Lord hath helped us." Glory
be to His great and glorious name! Oh, how worthy is He of all praise
and adoration! Ten thousand times ten thousand thanks would I offer
to Him for all He is in Himself, and for all He has done for me, a sinner.
In sincerity and in truth would I call upon my soul, and upon all that is
within me, to bless and praise His great and holy name.
As the train proceeds, I just catch a glimpse of myoId parish of
Kilcash, most romantically situated upon the side of a mountain, and
surrounded by the beautiful scenery contiguous to the river SuiI'. To look
down upon this picturesque scene from one of the adjacent heights is
exceedingly pleasing, well repaying the explorer for his toil in climbing.
The site of my former little parish, and its ancient ruin, reminds' me of
one subject in particular which occupied our thoughts as we were collected
together in the neighbouring police barrack. We had come from an
inspection of the family vault of an ancient baronetcy. All that now
remained of the great and the noble, once deposited within its ivy-covered
walls, were a few little mounds of black dust. The coffins and their
contents had thus commingled. From that scene I went, and, after
offering prayer and praise, sought to t83tifv of the permanent and imperishable character of that life which is hid with Ohrist in God, and
which the mere cessation of the natural powers can never, in the leastwise, interfere with or affect.
THE STEA.t"\1ER.

Saturday, Noon.-On board the Ulster, one of the four splendid mailboats. Sea comparatively calm. The recent succession of storms abated,
:lnrl the weiLthel' onP'fj a,crRin lwomi"ing-. Th8 Welsh ()OR"t in Right. a,nr'l
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renewed cause given me for blessing and praising Him who hath taken
me Gut, and brought me hack thus far in safety. Stopped for some hours
last evening with my venerable rector, now in his 94th year. It is
astonishing how, at that great age, he still retains his sig'ht, hearing,
and general faculties. He was truly glad to see me, and we conversed on the best 0f all themes. His mind is perfectly clear and
calm. Speaking on the subject of hymns, he said, with much emphasis,
how much he considered it to be a duty to endeavour to instil
the knowledge of them into the youthful mind. He carries a choice collection of hymns in his breast pocket, which seems to be his constant
companion. -Scarcely a text or verse of hymn did I quot,e that he did not
take up and fill ish. He speaks of the comfort they are to him now in his
advanced years. I happened, among others, to quote, "Rock of age,~,
cleft for me." He took it up, and, with much pathos and emotion, went
on with it, stating that he had sung it in his bed that morning. Dear
old man! it gave me much pleasure to see him once more in the flesh,
and I could but deeply feel the force of his parting wish, that" we might
soon meet in a better place." The Lord grant that both he and I, through
the riches of free and sovereign mercy, may ere long meet in that happy
world where the inhabitant never says, "I am sick, and where
the people who dwell therein are forgiven their iniquity." On the last
occasion of our meeting, my dear aged friend spoke of a neighbouring
rector who was but one year his junior. That venerable friend of his
has since gone to his rest. His end was indeed peace. When attackell
with his last illness, just as he had returned from an airing in a Bathchair, he said that those about him were not to be alarmed, for it was time
for him to "pack up." Three days after, when lying upon his bed, his
daughter said to him, "Turn upon your other side, papa, and you will
O"et some sleep." "I will," was hi's reply; "and then I shall awake in
Heaven." He turned upon his side, as desired, fell asleep, and never
woke again. Sweet, peaceful transition; enviable indeed! "Lord, we
pray Thee shortly to accomplish the number of Thine elect, and to hasten
Thy kingdom."
D.
IN Deut. xxxii. 11, God is said to have taught Israel as the eagle trains

her young'. When the eaglets are old enough to fly, she stirs up her
nest, separates its parts, and compels the yOlUlg birds to fly to :"OIDe
neighbouring crag. She then flutters over them, teaching them to move
their wings, ancl to sustain and guide themselves 11y their movements.
Finding them weary or unwilling, she spreads her wings, takes her brood
upon her back, mid soars with them aloft. In order to exercise their
strength, she then shakes them of1, and when she perceives that their
pinions flag, or that an enemy is near, she darts beneath them with surprising skill, and at once restores their strength, or places her own body
between the young and the danger which threatens them. The eagle is
the only bird endowed with this instinct, and the whole of her procedure
is suggestive of instructive lessons in relation to the dealings of God. In
the histol-'y of Israel, and in the history of the Church, it is found that He
weans His people from their resting-places-in Egypt, in the world, and
in their own righteousness-by means of affliction; He stirs up their nest.
By the example of good men, by the exhibition of His perfections, by the
life and character of His Son, He flutters over tnem, while His promise(l
Spirit sustains their hearts, and makes their happiness and safety as sure
and unchanging as His own.
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THE WEAKNESS OF THE LAW.
S1:DSTANCE OF A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JA~[ES JOHX EASTMEAD, MINISTER OF
TYLDESLEY CHAPEL, NEAI', MA..<'!CHESTER.

"For what the law could not do, 1i~ that it 1ms weak tht'ough the flesh, God
sending his otpn Son in the likeness of si1ifltl fleslb, and for sin, condemned sin z'n
the flesh: that the nghte02tSness of the lrtw migld be fu1:filled in 2tS, who walk not
after the flesh, but after ti,e Spirit."- RO)IJ.l..NS viii. 3, 4.

begins this chapter with a blessed truth, namely, "There is no condemnation to them which are in Ohrist Jesus." That which troubles the
convinced sinner is, that he feels condemned. As soon as God writes His
law on the heart he feels so; but, when God opens his eyes to Ohrist as his
law-fulfiller and sin-bearer, and he is brought into living union with
OJuist, he sees" There is no condemnation." It is God's holy law which
condemns. If a sinner were able to keep God's law, he would not be
condemned: but he is not able, and never will be able. Though man has
broken God's law, and lost his ability to keep it, we must not forget that
God has not lost His authority as the righteous, moral Governor of the
'\Iorld. God's law still remains in force, and man is bound to obey it.
But, according to God's plan of mercy, as revealed to us in the Gospel, true
believers who do not '\Ialk after the flesh, but after the Spirit, can individually say, "The law of the Spirit of Life (the law of faith which
worketh by love) in Ohrist Jesus, hath made me free from the law of sin
and death;" and then come the words of the text. I ask your prayerful
consideration of three things.
I. The weakness of the law.-" For what the law could not do, in that it
'\Ias '\leak through the flesh."
IT. God's gracious act, and what d wr(,s f01·.-" God sending His own Son
in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin."
ITL The object a?Ut enrt of Gorl sending IE'8 own Son, 9'c.-The object was
that" God condemned sin in the flesh," and the end to be accomplished
wa3, " That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit." In dwelling upon these
particulars, may the Holy Ghost help me to speak; give me a door of
utterance, and help you, my friends, to hear the truth in the love of it,
and may God's blessing rest upon His own word.
I. The weakne8S of tlw law considered.-" For what the law could not do."
By the law is meant God's moral law given from Sinai, sometimes called
th~ covenant of works, in contradistinction·to the everlasting covenant of
grace. And what does the Apostle mean when he says, "What the law
could not do"? His meaning very clearly is, that there al'e some things
which the law of God could not do: what are they?
1. The law could not give life.-The natural condition of man as placed
under the law is, "Dead in trespasses and sins;" and, if God were to
leave him to himself, he would always remain in that state. But, when
God quickens him into life, as He does all His chosen people, and writes
His law on the heart, how does the sinner feel? Why, he feels as Paul
felt, who, in describing his condition, says, "When the commandment
(law)came." Row came it to him? All, it is Dne thing to go to the law,
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and quite another for the law to come to a sinner. Paul had often gone
to the law, was well acquainted with both the ceremonial and moral law ;
but now he says, "when the law came to me." How came it to him?
By the Holy Ghost writing it in his heart, according to God's covenant
promise: "I will put my laws into their (His people's) mind, and write
them in their hearts" (Heb. viii. 10). "When the commandment (law)
came," that is, by the enlightening power of the Holy Ghost, " sin revived
and I died;" that is, I saw ancl felt myself to be a great sinner, a transgressor of the law, and, consequently, I fell as one dead before the law,
dead to all my creatme religion, dead to all my creatme (legal) righteousness. Now, when a sinner is brought into this state which Paul felt
himself to be, he is made to know that the law could not give life. The
condition of the law is, "Do and live;" i. e., do the whole law and live;
and the man that doeth the things contained in the law, shall live in doing'
them. But man is dead to begin with, and all his doing would never give
him spiritual life.
2. The law could not J2t8tify a 8inner! How could it? On every hand
it thunders out condemnation. How could it? "By the deeds of the
law," says the Holy Ghost, "shall no flesh living be justified."
3. The law could not give 8trength to fitTjil the n811teou8ne88 ~f the law. How
could it? "For if there had been a law given which could have given
life, verily righteousness would have been by the law." The oonvinced
sinner feels that he has no righteousness of his own; that it is as "filthy
rags; " and he will never be able to get any from the law. " For what
the law could not do." It could do nothing but condemn: it stops
every mouth, and makes all the world become guilty before God. The
Apostle says, "In that it was weak through the flesh." God's law in
itself is powerful. Why? Because it comes from a powerful law-giver,
even from Him who cannot allow His law to be broken with impunity.
That which makes the law of England so powerful is that, if it be broken,
the criminal is almost sme to be brought to justice, tried, and made to
suffer the penalty which the law inflicts. But God's law is said to be
" weak through the flesh." What does this mean? The Apostle means
the flesh is not able to fulfil the requirements of the law; and therefore,
though God's law in itself is powerful, and comes with Divine authority,
yet because (on account) of sinful flesh it is weak. The law of England
prohibits theft, and inflicts punishment on thieves; yet the law, though
powerful in itself, cannot make men honest. In this sense it is weak
through the dishonest tendency of men; so God's la,w may and does condemn transgressors, and there is nO escaping punishment; yet it is weak,
through (on account of) the flesh being unable to fulfil the righteousness
of the law. Now when God writes His law on the heart of a sinner, he
convinces him that the law through (on account of) the flesh is weak, and
therefore he can't get a righteousness from the law. Paul was convinced
of this, and therefore he says, "The law was our schoolmaster, to bring
us unto Ohrist, that we might be justified by faith." His desire in
prospect of his end he expresses thus: "That I may be found in Him,
not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which
is through the faith of Ohrist, the righteousness which is of God by
faith." Oh! if God have begun a work of grace in your heart, he will
make you know experimentally that" the law is weak through the flesh."
n. God'8 graciou8 act, and what it was for. "God sending His own SOil
i~ the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin." The 2)e1'80n whom God sent
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was His own eternal Son. The Scriptures, bear in mind, are most clear
on the doctrine of the eternal Sonship of Ohrist. The Apostle says of
Him, "Who is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of every
creature, for by Him were all things created, that are in heaven, and
that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they b~ thrones, or
dominions, or principalities, or powers; all things were created by Him
and for Him: and He is before all things, and by Him all things consist" (001. i. 15-17). Again the Apostle says, "God, who at sundry
times and in divers manners spake in times past unto the fathers by the
prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son, whom He
hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also He made the worlds"
(Heb. i. 1, 2). The idea of God sending His own Son supposes that God's
Son was God's ser'vant-such He is regarded in the everlasting covenant
of redemption. Ohrist speaks of Himself as one sent: "My meat is to
do the will of Him that sent me, and to finish His work." "I must work
the works of Him that sent me while it is day," &c. God sen(ling His Son
was a gracious act. Mark! Ohrist was not made sinful. He knew no
sin-He was without sin. But He was made in the likeness of sinful flesh.
"Verily, He took on Him not the nature of angels, but He took on Him
the seed of Abraham; wherefore in all things it behaved Him to be made
like unto His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful Hig'h
Priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of
the people" (Heb. ii. 16, 17). Oh! what condescension, and what a
display of grace, that God should send His own eternal Son in the likeness of sinful flesh! And what did men behold in the likeness of sinful
:flesh? vVhy, they beheld a perfect man, touched with the feelings of our
infirmities, and therefore he was able to sympathize with His people in
all the circumstances in which they might be placed. Most comforting
to the believer is it to know that Jesus experienced everything common
to human nature. He was tempted of the devil-persecuted by the
world; He sorrowed and wept: no sorrow can rend the heart, no trial can
come, no temptation can happen, but Jesus has experienced. God send·
ing His Son, therefore, was a most gracious act.
But what did God send His Son for? "And for sin." The idea seems
to be that God sent His Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sacrifice
for sin-to be made sin; not made sinful, mind. His soul was made an
offering for sin; as the substitute of His people, He was made to bear all
their sins; all their sins were charged to Him. Re was numbercd among
the transgressors.
Now, God sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh for sin,
is a blessed truth to the Church of God. Why? Because, by sending
Him for this purpose, the Church's siu is atoned for. The Church is,
therefore, free from the guilt, dominion, and punishment of sin. The
central teaching of the Gospel is, God sending His own Son to be the
sin-offering-the sin-bearer to His people. To this act of God's Son are
to be traced all the rich blessings of the Gospel, freely bestowed on
sinners. It is the ground on which sinners are freely pardoned, justified,
and saved.
Oh, if the Holy Ghost have given you to feel a personal interest in God
sending Ris own Son in the likeness, &c., you will be able to say along
with the whole Church of God, "In whom we have redemption through
His blood, even the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His
grace."
3A2
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HI. The o'?;'ect and end of God sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful
flesh. The object was, "God condemned sin in the flesh." By the
" flesh" is meant the old man-the old Adam creation-man in his natural
state, with his carnal mind and body. The flesh is full of sin; all the
corrupt thoughts of the heart, all the evil counsels of men, are to be
traced to the flesh. But the object of God sending His own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh, was that God condemned sin in the flesh. How
did God do this? By the flesh of God's own Son being crucified for sin:
" He bare our sin in His own body on the tree," is the language of the
Church of God. As our Sin-bearer, "It pleased the Lord to bruise
Him." God showed His abhorrence to sin in His own Son being
crucified.
While in the crucifixion of Christ we see a sacrifice for sin, we also see
sin condemned in the flesh. This is a motive to you, believers, to mortify
the deeds of the flesh; "not to let sin I'eign in your mortal body, that you
should obey it in the lusts thereof, neither to yield your members as
instruments of unrighteouimess unto sin; but to yield yourselves unto God,
as those that are alive from the dead, and yolU' members as instruments
of righteousness unto God." God does not destroy sin m His people at
regeneration; sin still d"ells in them, and sometimes exerts great power
in them. But, by the crucifi."ion of the Son of God, God condemned sin
in the flesh. And then, what end was accomplished by God sending His
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh? "That the righteousness of the
law might be fulfilled 1'n us." Mark, not by 1tS. In "hom is this
righteousness fulfilled? In us, who walk not after (according to) the
flesh, its lusts and desires; but after (according to) the Spirit (the leadings of the Spirit). "As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are
the Sons of God;" and, if the characters walk according to the leaclings
of the Spirit, by what means do they walk? " We walk by faith and not
by sight." And where does the Spirit of God cause them to walk? In
paths of righteousness: "He leadeth me," says David, "in paths of
righteousness, for His name's sake." What are these paths of righteousness? Gospel paths, m which God's righteousness is displayed. And
what does God teach His people in these Gospel paths? He teaches
that the righteousness of the law is fulfilled in us, who walk not
according to the lusts of the flesh, but according to the leadings of
God's blessed Spirit. And how does God teach us this? He teaches us
in the following way-understanding "Love to be the fulfilling of the
law." The Spirit of God implants love to God in the heart, and draws
the heart to God, because He sent His Son to fulfil the righteousness of
the law for His people; and then the Spirit of God re\ealing Ohrist in us
as our Law-fulfiller and Sm-bearer, what do "e see in Him as thus
revealed? Why, we see that the righteousness of the law is fulfilled in us.
Having Christ in us by faith, we have the law fulfilled in us. And this
is just what we want, as poor helpless worms, unable to do anything to
obtain a righteousness of our own. Thus, according to the Gospel
plan, poor sinners are made righteous by a righteousness which God
imputes to them, by the acting of a living faith. Oh! it is this righteousness, my dear brethren, which God delights in, and in no other. I
beseech you not to think that you can ever get a righteousness from the
law. You prove that you al'e children of God, and not slaves to sin, if
you are looking, by faith, to the Lord J esllS Christ as your righteousness.
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., To see the law by Christ fuliill'd,
And hear his pardoning voice,
Will prove a slave to be a child,
Turn duty into choice."
And then, if ,~e work according to the Spirit, oh, forget not that we shall
not fulfil the lust of the flesh. Why? Because we are made dead to the
law by the body (the sufferings and death) of Ohrist. "Wherefore, my
brethren," says our Apostle, "ye also are become dead to the law by the
body of Ohrist; that ye should be married to another, even to Him who
is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God. For
when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law,
did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death. But now we
are delivered fi:om the law, that being dead wherein we were held: that
we should serve in newness of Spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter"
(Rom. vii. 4-6). If we walk according to the Spirit. Let us seek,
brethren, to make it manifest. I beseech you seek to adorn the uoctrines
of God our Saviour by a consistent, holy life. Let it be said of you that
you do make it appear whose you are and whom you serve. " If ye then
be risen with Oill:ist," say::; om Apostle, "seek those things which are
above, where Ohrist sitteth at the right hand of God. Set your affections
on things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your
life is hid with Ohrist in God" (001. iii. 1-3). Oh, seek to be conformed to the image of Ohrist-the eye of the world is upon you. A deacl
professing world affirm that the doctrines which we preach, and which,
I trust, you believe and glory in, are licentious doctrines. Let the world
see, by your consistent and holy life, that what they affirm is untrue.
"'What, shall the heir::; of heaven
Presume in sin to live,
Bc~an"e ctorn;1] lif(' is giYf'11.
" f,-C'<,
'j',)

;',~

Gull can gil'C';-

hell. frolll when"" it came,

'[,\,1, such ;, t.hougL t 1.1" d1'(\ve :
'\,'hil,· tho,.;,c. ~\'11" I"Y8 the S;lyi",~l"S n,,"1I'

'l'h,,;1'

;ll(ligll:lti"Jl

['1'",y","

bl~lwr .BU'l'l.J::l;, ut lJllrhaw, ;qJ1Juillt8Ll three Lbys ill every week JU1' the
entertainment of the pl'incipal gentry. The clergy of his diocese were
Lilways welcome guests, and not only did he invite the poorest of his
derical brethren, but he oceu~ionally visited them at their respective
parishes. A gentleman once ,isited him to lay before him the details of
some projected benevolent institution. The bii'hop, calling his house
ste"ard, inquired how much money he then had in his possession. The
answer was .£.500. " :£500," e.'claimed hiH mast-er; "what a shame for
a bishop to have so much money! Give it away; gin'it all to this gentleman for his charitable plan." His private habits were simple and unostentatious. " A friend of mine tolcl me," says John Newton, " that when
he was a young man he once dined with the late Dr. Butler, at that time
Bishop of Durham, and, though the guest was a man of fortune, and the
interview by appointment, the provision ",-as no more than a joint of meat
and a pudding. The bishop apologised for his plain f,ue by saying that
it was his way of living-that he had long been clisgnsted "ith the
fashionable expense of time and money in entertainments, and was deter~ ,
mined it should receive no countenance from him."

638

The Gospe! JJIagazille.

FLESHLY AND SPIRITUAL FEELING.
How is a man to tell the difference between fleshly feeling and those
feelings which are the effects of the Holy Spirit's indwelling in the soul?
The first begins in the flesh, and ends therein. That which commences
in the flesh cannot end in the Spirit. Fleshly feeling is vapomy, fluctuating, without body or substance, having no root, no gracious principle
in it. It may move its possessor to some sort of prayer, to preach, to
weep, to give alms, to attend various religious meetings, to be a Sundayschool teacher, and to do many things in the name of Jesus, all the doing
of which would feed the vain mind, and tend to puff up the fleshly
affections.
Such fleshly feeling is not a very llear neighboUl' to a broken and a
contrite heart, and knows nothing of searching prayer or scomging work.
There was fleshly feeling in Cain, when he "brought the fruit of the
ground an offering unto the Lord" (Gen. iv. 3); in Esau, when he
"cried with a great and exceeding bitter cry" (Gen. xxvii. 34); in
Balaam, when he said, "Let me die the death of the righteous, and let
my last end be like his" (Num. xxiii. 10); in King Saul, when he ]lad
"another heart" (1 Sam. x. 9); in Judas, who, although one of the
chosen twelve apostles, "cared not for the pOOl', because he was a thief,
and had the bag, and bare what was put therein" (John xii. 6); in Felix,
who trembled" as Paul reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come" (Acts xxiv. 25); in King Agrippa, who said unto Paul,
"Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian" (Acts :xxvi. 28). Oh,
what lengths a person may go to, and yet be out of the grand secret!
The Lord be merciful to us, and keep us from all kinds of delusion.
A true child of God may be troubled on this ground at times, fearing
whether or not the feelings he is the subject of, in hearing the Word
preached or while in prayer, may not be in a great measure of a fleshly
kind. Well, it is something to have a suspicion about this point, for it is
to be feaJ.'ed that those who are fleshly-minded professors seldom, if ever,
have any such fears and misgivings. A man that preaches or prays under
the influence of fleshly feeling may be heard by some persons much
better than another who prayed and preached without such fleshly feeling.
Satan is no particular enemy to fleshly feeling. God forbid that we
should be led to approve of what Satan does not oppose, but rather fosters
as much as he can. The devil is a great adversary to all spiritual Gospel
feeling. Christ's religion is a feeding and a feeling one.
The feeling produced by the power of the Holy Spirit, known and felt
in the soul, humbles and crumbles it, produces meekness and lowliness of
mind, leads to confession of sin, and secret heart-felt cries to the Lord; is
attended with a godly fear, a tenderness of conscience, a willingness to
be weighed in "the balances of the sanctuary," to be right in the sight
of a holy God, and to love the Lord Jesus Christ; to believe on Him, to
cleave to Him, to hear His voice, sit at His feet, lean on His bosom,
glory in His cross; to follow His example, to drink into His Spirit; to be
washed in His blood, clothed in His righteousness, and to have fellow;ship with Him in His sufferings ; and to feel mOre ancl more of His l'esUl'-
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rection power in the soul. It produces sorrow for sin, true Gospel
repentance, laying the sinner low in the valley of humiliation, which gives
proof of the Saviour's glorious exaltation, He being exalted to be " a
Prince, and a Saviour to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of
sins" (Actsv. 31). It leads the soul to search after truth, and is attended
mth godly simplicitly, a singleness of eye, and a straightforwardness of
aim and purpose. lt disposes a man to use the little i and not the big 1.
'What fleshly feeling was shown in Peter's great I, when he said, "Though
all men f?hall be offended, yet will I never be offended;" and again,
"Though I should die with Thee, yet will I not deny Thee" (Matt.
=vi. 33-35). What an absence of the fleshly feeling of the great I he
showed when, falling at the knees of Jesus, he said, " Depart from me,
for I am a sinful man,O Lord!" A sinner, brought by the Holy Spirit
to the feet of Jesus, will be sure to use the little i in that blessed spot.
lt is the wrong place for the great I to show itself. What spiritual feelings Peter was the subject of, when, in answer to the Saviour's questions,
he said, "Lord, Thou knowest all things: Thou knowest that I love Thee."
Here "as the love of ChJ:ist and the little i joined.
Pharaoh used the fleshly big I when he said, " Who is the Lord that I
should obey His voice to let Israel go?" (Exod. v. 2.) So did king
N cbuchadnezzar, when he said, "Is not this the great Babylon that I
have built?" &c. (Dan. iv. 30.) Proud flesh uses the great I: those who
are poor in spirit use the little i. A preacher in a pulpit, while in the
fleshly spirit of the big I, is not likely to be of much real profit to those
in the pews who are under the influence of spiritual little i.
What mischief has been done by this good-for-nothing monster, Mr.
big I! Not only in the world, but in and among the people of God! A
minister, deacon, or member of a Christian Church, while in the Spirit of
the great I, is calculated to do much harm. The great I does not do either
for or in the pulpit, pew, or singing gallery. Oh, for more of the spirit
of the little i!
Teto/!}'y.
F. F.
TAKEN FROM THE LOOM.
A S~ALL volume,1c that will add nothing to the world's literature, but
doubtless will be blest to God's called people, having lately appeared, it
is an honourable privilege that belongs to a Gospel magazine to introduce
it to the notice of unsectarian readers. Apostolic succession has not
ceased; the real thing remains in the Church of God. A reverend divine,
"hen asked did he not believe in apostolic succession, promptly replied,
"Oh, that I do; but which of the twelve?" In the Autobiography
left us by John Kershaw, of blessed memory, we have undeniable proofs
that he was a man sent from God, and owned of God; and the language
of Paul as to his mission is not out of place when applied to the Lord's
servant, Kersha,,: "Whereunto I am ordained a preacher and an apostle,
a teacher oHhe Gentiles in faith and verity" (1 Tim. ii. 7).
The son of poor parents, a weaver by trade, without education 01' training beyond the example and precept of a godly father, John Kershaw
lived up to youthhood as a wild ass's colt, hating the restraints of home
and religion, full of carnal enmity to God, His ways, and His people.

* Memorials of the Mercies of a Covenant God. The Autobiography of J Ohll Kershaw,
of Roehdale. John Gadsby, Bouwrie Street, Lonclon.
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But he was ordained by God to life eternal and for a preacher of righteousness; and, after many struggles against sin, and many convictions as to
his state, the Lord arrested him by sovereign power, which he records
thus: "I was walking alone on the footpath in the fielcl next the chapel.
There came such a power and solemnity upon my mind as overwhelmed
moo I stood still, trembling, and burst into a :flood of tears. I felt the
powerful hand of God had laid fast hold of my poor soul. Death, the
Day of Judgment, and the realities of 1), vast and·awful eternity oppressed
my thoughts, and harrowed up my feelings in a manner I can never
describe." This was the creation of God's religion in his soul, followed,
as it mostly is'in the breast of believers, with legal resolutions made in
ignorance of the total depravity of nature, the power of Satan, and the
ensnaring temptations of the world. Mr. Kershaw gives us some homely
but useful particulars of his experience in his falls from his own righteousness, and the opening up to his soul of the nature, suitability, and efficacy
of God's method of salvation for a poor sinner. The materials of religious
memoirs being often put into the hands of clever but unsanctified men,
the starting-point of godliness and true Gospel usefulness is overlooked,
and the circumstances connected with the new birth; tb e workings of the
mind under the reg'enerating pOller of the Spirit, and the effects produced
by this divine act upon the soul, are often ~helved altogether, or passed
over as the result of nell circumstances whereby a new line of thought and
action commenced. Valuable are the memoirs that clearly mark the first
operation o£ God upon the soul. If this be wanting, \yhatever light and
life there may have been in the individual, the memoir is marred in the
hands of the potter, and the reader suffers loss through an ignoran"t COIllpiler. Deeply exercised in soul, tried by bitter poverty of circumstances,
J. K. tJ::us writes: "Oh, the sinkings and wretchedness, the deep searchings
u[,Jwart and tril'ubtinn I 11'111 to ,nlde thl'ougll: D,"1mes~ upon DJ;" 11,,111
ill butll l'rUyirl.ullce ,\1111 ~TilC'·.
h, te'llpural t]JilJg'~ "ll 'ily eil"urls \,el'r111\1"i1.1'Iel1; lJly faJllil," \\·il.- ill,-rca.·ill;';·, pr"Yi.-ion> ri.-jng, \I'ages low; r ,nIt
h"J)lJ,~ud in, illJcl .it Cll'l,c,n'ecl ililpus.,iblt, too g'et "H. ..:\s it l·cspeci.- itcb,,;..:·
fail 1" i1~ somc can it, layir," .10 .. 1,1 uf rhe pl'umi,,·s. allcl bringing' lig'hr, Jif,·.
alld peace il,tu thp '-'11I1, l fl)'lud i, too be impu.-sibJe, .\ llolllillal-pc'["uLoli,'"
faith "')'1101 110i sllpport ;1,,<1 l'plie\'r; lilY lllillfJ : 1 1\'fIS <l hllrdpll to llIJ·s;,If.
<lULl could hardly bear to ,"peak to anyone on thc common a.frail',- uf life."
"But the ch~mges which arc impossible wi~h men, are possible to
God;" and he relates, with much simplicity and sweetness, the 1I0nill'oHs
way in which the Lord relieved his mind, and delivered him fl'om the
bondage in which he was held, and led him into Gospel liberty. " One
clay, when on my knees, pouring ont my cries and groanings to the Lord
for deliverance, the following' words were brought to my mind by the
blessed Spirit lIith such power, and sweetness, and heavenly dew, that I
hope never to forget the joy I felt that day; 'The eyes of the Lord are
upon the righteous, and His oars Hre open unto their cry.' With them
there came into my soul such life, 10Ye, power, liberty, amI assurance,
;that I felt all my darkness, hardness, fears, and temptations immediately
le-pm:t. I had often been upon my knees before the Lord, and could not
la,y.claim to one promise, in such a manner as to bring joy and peace
lnto ,my.soul; but no,l' the blessed Rememhrance brought the exceeding
great .ana pl'ecious promiseR to my mind aR fast as I conld repeat them;
and every promise I saw and felt was made to me and all ,His chosen
people in Obrilst, in whom they are sure and steadfast, unto the glory of
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God. I felt, from the Spirit's bearing witness with my spirit, that Jesus
was my Saviour and Redeemer; a covenant God in Ohrist was my
heavenly Father, who promised never to leave nor forsake me. The
,Vord of the Lord, in its declarations of mercy, invitations, precepts, and
exhortations, dropped like refreshing rain into my thirsty soul, under the
bedewing influence of the Holy Spirit. I have often said, in the course
of my ministry, 'He is the best Preacher I ever sat under.' As He then
preached to my soul, every word was spoken in season, and 1:10 blessecUy
adapted to meet my case, that I could not forbear blessing and praising
the Lord. I felt that I had a firm standing upon Him, as the Rock of my
Salvation, and that I was complete and accepted in Him; that He was my
v;isdom to guide, my strength to support, my power to keep, my Prophet
to teach, my Priest to atone for my sins, and my King to reign in and
oyer mc. lVIy soul was so taken up with my Lord, that I could have stayed
all night with Him; but the thought came into my mind that my wife
would wonder what had become of me, so I dried up my tears and returned home, ~yith the joy of salvation in my heart."
This was John Kershaw's college course, that fitted him for the ministry
of the Word, of which he thus writes :-" I knew that men's ordination
".'as \\'orth nothing unless I was ordained of God, as Jeremiah and Paul
\\'ere; and that I could never preach to the comfort and consolation of
God's poor, tried, afflicted, tempest-tossed people, unless I was fitted,
qualified, set apart, and sent by the Lord." In this way John Kershaw
"as thrust forth by the Lord of the vineyard to preach the Gospel
at Rochdale, where he lived, and laboured as pastor and preacher for
fifty-eight years. In him was fulfilled the Scripture, which says: "A
man's gift maketh room for him, and bringeth him before great men,"
for a divine pO'wer, savour, and blessing attended the ,Vord which made
the "pirituu]h--in~trl.lcted among the lerLrllcrl allrl thc rich, value the hllth
;1''1111 lite lips.l1il:l mini.'ih:y '\m~ remarkable 1''11' silJlj,li(;il)' and ;;rJUnd,
lLel:l-, awl '·(>l'biHt.',. ,Ioh" J\:el's]la\\' 11':11:1 the "allle in eyer}' place, and fIt
all-ea-'1lLs.
H,· k"e,,' nl>lhiug ui ih,' Cl,,'tft <111(1 sIIbtlety ,\",1 is wil:le1' thaJl
liod: that ,luJp- 'Jut trllth uC'C'ol"dillg to ,he, J.,:drlle of tl,e pr'orle, the hUIIl'1:I
,,1' the cl".", :Ill'] t],e cl:lY" "f tl,p\\ee1.>. :'ll)ll]a\ morning :In'-l Sunda,\
I~Yening sa'" 1I0 ditfer")l"" illl,is oIjyillity.
Ir,,-ring' I"ec"j\,,'d his message
I'I""m God, he gale it :l'; U'oll g[I.'\"" it tu him, lIe _~ought not to ple,."e
men, nor suit the taste of the carnal, but delivered the truths revealed to
him in Gospel simplicity and honesty. lIe could testify with the apostle:
"I kept back nothing that was profitable i" and hifl vie\y of what was
profitable was the truth as revealed ill the Bible, and made known to his
o"l\n soul-the doctrines of gral'e in thrir entirety_ Sound in experience,
this gave l·ertainty to his statements. " ,Ve have known and believed the
love of God; that which we have heard and seen declare we unto you."
No small stir being; raised in his to.\ll through the doctrines of gra(;e
ueing' faithfully preached, and received by the power of the Spirit, it was
proposed by the adYocatos of the Free-will plan to hold a controversy 011
the l:Iubject. We must give the extract in full:",Vhen the time came, they brought one of their preachers to argue ,,'ith
mc. The place in which we met "as crowded with people. I opened
the business by recapitulating the circnmstances, and then called upon
my opponent to Rtate the principle that he wi:<hed discussed. He then
proceeded as follows: 'That he believed Ohrist laid down His life and
shed His blood for the sins of all Adam's fallen race; and that life ancl
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salvation were offered to all men, so that they might all be saved if they
would:' I then aske~ him if I was to understand by his statement that
he be!18ved Jesus Ohl'lst had satisfied the demands of God's holy, just,
and l'lghteous law, for all and every sin of all and every individual of
Adam's fallen race? He said, 'Yos.' I then asked him to tell us upon
what grounds any were condemned and sent to hell? He said 'For the
sin of unbelief.' I replied, 'If Ohrist died for every sin of ev~ry individual of Adam's race, He must have died for the sin of unbelief too' so
tha;t it still remains for you to prove upon what ground any are l~st.'
ThIs h.e c?tud not answer. He tried to shift his ground; but I would not
allow. It tIll he had solved this difficulty. I told him I "ould explain my
meamng to the assembly by a metaphor with which they were all familiar.
'.If,' said I, to my opponent, 'I owed you fifty pounds, you would have a
rIght to demand the money; and, if I could not pay, you could, according
to law, throw me into prison for debt; but, if while thus confined a fl'iend
came forward to pay my debt, and obtained your recept in full for all
demands, this would secme my deliverance according to law and justice.'
I remember when I said this, a plain, straightforward countryman said,
, It would not be morally honest to detain you, but be acting the part of
rogue.' I then continued: 'As sinners we are debtors to the law andjustice. Ohrist is the great Paymaster of all His people's debts. He
paid the ransom with His own blood, so that the declaration is gone
forth, 'Deliver him from going down into the pit; I have found a
ransom.' J ehovah the Father having received satisfaction at the hands
of Ohrist for the sins of His people, Ohrist must see of the travail of His
soul as surrounding' His throne, or He would net be satisfied." The
assembly broke up declaring that J. K. had the best of the argument,
and his Arminian opponent departed annoyed but unconvinced.
The oft-repeated assertion that the doctrines of grace when faithfully
preached build up the Ohurch, but are not the means of calling sinners,
had a practical contradiction through the ministry of Mr. Kershaw. He
was singtuarly owned of God as the instrument of gathering in the outcasts of Zion. The Lord's sent servants have each their work to do, but
it is a libel upon God's truth to assert that the faithful preaching of free
and sovereign grace is unowned of God to the gathering in of sinners to
the fold of Ohrist. The results of the Free-will scheme preached in part
or in whole may give the appearance of greater useftUness; but i·itality
and endzwance are on the side of truth, and have the truth for a
fotmdation; members being added to the Ohmch according as Goel
hath chosen them in Ohrist, and called, because "foreknown and
predestinated to the image of His Son." Mr. Kershaw's laboms
extended all over England, and reached to Scotland; and wherever
he went clivine power and unction attended the Word, and left
aome blessing behind. His remarkable and successful labours to
telieve the sufferers in his neighbourhood dming the cotton famine
induced many of the congregations "here he had preached to send
~lUpplies to him, which in money amounted to £552; besides clothes
and food from various quarters. Though much attached to his own denomination, he possessed a liberal spirit to"ard the household of faith. To
all that loved the Lord Jesus Olu'ist in sincerity he gave the right hand
of fellowship in the Gospel. But, though he possessed a loving and a
generous spirit, he was firm and uncompromising in the truth. He knew
nothing of the popular doctrine of evasion, nOI' did he seek to please men
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by rounding the corners, paring the edges, and blunting the points of
the Gospel of God's grace. He told all he had received according to the
command given to the prophet Ezekiel: "Thou shalt speak my words
unto them, whether they will heal' or whether they will forbear."
In whatever denomination the Lord is pleased to raise up another John
Kershaw, the Ohurch of God will have cause for gratitude to the Lord of
the vineyard. Of late many faithfu,l watchmen upon the walls of Zion
have been called to their eternal rest, and left gaps that have not been
filled up. Never "as a time when the words of our Lord were more suitable than the present: "Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that
He will send forth labomers into His harvest."

THE MYSTERIES OF DIVINE LEADING.
" Shall not the Judge of all the e(/!rth do t"iglit? "

How mysterious and past finding out are the ways of God, "whose ways
are in the sea, and whose path is in the great waters, and whose footsteps
are not known!"
A friend called upon me the other day. Just as he was leaving, he
said, "a Scripture had been very much upon his mind." He quoted it.
It fastened immediately upon my mind, and caused considerable exercise
respecting the future. "That the hand of the Lord hath done this (done
what?), and the Holy One of Israel hath created it" (Isa. xli. 20).
The whole of the day the enquiry went forth, Done what? The Australian mail arrived V£(t San Francisco: the answer came. The hand of the
Lord hath done this: my poor dear daughter Esther, who resides (if alive)
on the island of Taviuni, Fiji, is in a dangerous state of health, with but
little hope of recovery. Poor dear! it is her mercy that she knows the
Lord, by the soul-saving teaching of God the Holy Ghost. By the same
mail I am informed that the han(l of the Lord hath done this: my poor
dear daughter J emima, who lives at Brisbane, is in a most precarious
condition, and her husband, Mr. J. S. Kingsford, dead.' ,
He was taken worse, and, on account of the dangerous state his wife
was in, he was obliged to be removed to the honse of his parents, where
he died, his poor wife unable to see him. His last words to her were" On Ohrist, the solid Rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand."
The following is an extract from a letter received from my eldest
daughter, near Sydney:. " I have very painful news to tell you; pOol' J emima is a wi(low! I
know how grieved you will be to hear it, but om' comfort is, that he has
gone home, 'where there is neither sickness nor sorrow.' His end was
'Very peaceful and happy. He died on the 17th of July, on Lord's-day
evening. His poor wife was not able to see him before he died; she
begged to be taken to see him, but he wished them not to do so. He
said he could not say good-bye to her, his heart would burst. The doctor
said he would die under the excitement, and he was also afraid of the
effect on her. She is still very ill, and in a very weak state indeed;
however, they took her to see him next morning, after he was laid out
(I think in the same room in which they were married, eleven months previouBly). The doctor said, if they did not she might become pel'manently
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deranged. After she had seen him she seemed cltlm and more resigned,
and could weep, poor girl! \\That a hard trial for her; it makes it double
so her being so ill herself, and not having been able to see him before he
died. "
That the hand of the Lord hath done it-" Himself hath done it! Yes, although BeVel'''
j)i[ay seem the stroke, and bitter be the cup.
'Tis His own hand that holds it, and I kno\y,
He'll give me grace to drink it meekly up.
, Himself hath done it! Then I fain would say,
Thy will in all things evcr more be donc ;
E'en though that will remove whom best I love,
While Jesus lives I cannot be alone."
Oh for grace to be reconciled to that hand-that takes as well as gives,
and that always sustains, while leading the blind by a way they know not,
and in paths they have not known, and that always makes the crooked
straight, and tmns the night to day, for He hath said, "These things will
I do for them, and not forsake them."
I am witness of the covenant faithfulness of my ever-wiso and gracious
God, for since I have received this sad news, I have been enabled to
preach 46 times in 32 days; and by the end of this month, Oct., I shall have
preached 109 times and travelled near 2,000 miles in four months. It
has been while thus w'aiting upon the Lord my strength has been renewed
-to say.
"Thy way-nut mine, 0 Lord,
However dark it be !
Lead mc by thine own hand,
Choose out the p"th for me.
0 111W·th 1PL it be PI' mug1-"
It will b<.: still the bCi-,r;
\\Tinc1in;; VI' "tt·"i;;·I,t. it 11l"LI,"'" 11.·.'1.
It

lc"cl~ JU~ t.. )11:' "e-L"

.. 1'h.... , Lhey JU".y 8<.:0. ,Ilid k",)\\', ,ulll (;vu."i(lu.r, "",l'II"lel·,LllI./ ''';:,Ptl,cl
ill'lL thr l'aJ"l "f th.. Lord hath. d'Jn .. 1/';8. alll1 li,·· I-Iuk 1,,,,·
l,I.M.1

"r

hd,th (;l'cat"d it."
{t

N atnre writhes, and hates the rod,

Faith looks up, and blesses God.
Oh! let faith victorious be;
Let it reign triumphantly."
The Lord grant it, for Ohrist's sake, amen.
JORZ,- BUNYAN MCOURE,

19, Windsor-road, Demnar!, Hill.

A HINT.

"1:

says the well-knoi\n writer of "Nothing' to Pay," and
numerous other full-truth tracts, "that the Ohurch of God may be on the
tip-toe of expectation as to coming events. It is a mercy to be kept with
the loins girt and lamps buming. But this power belongeth unto Goc1a truth denied or evaded in the present day."
THINK,';
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[The annexed letter waa the one referred to in the first article for last month, its
insertion having been delayed for want of space.-En.]

CONFLICT AT FIRST, BUT CONQUEST AT LAST.
To the Eclit01' of the Gospel Magclzine.
Chelmsford, Essex, SejJt. 24, 1870.

My DEAR FRIEND AND BROTIIER,-Through a letter just sent me I am
reminded of what may seem a lack of duty, and indeed a mark of neglect,
in my not informing you of the unexpected death of my' dear wife in
June last; but the fact is, I was in no condition to run the risk of having
-as in the case of my dear departed son-upwards of fifty consoling
letters to answer. I was at the time, as I thought, dangerously ill myself, having had an attack ofhemorrhage, with bronchitis, and I was confined to the house all tile winter, as also was my dear" Jlflary Ann," and
I quite thought the time of my departure was at hand; but I did not
think so of her. But how mysterious are the ways of the Lord! There
"as nothing very particular in her case. The doctor thoroughly examined
her, and pronounced all her functions hefl,lthy; but said there was great
"efl,kness and great irritfl,tion of the nerves. But this was enough. She
fancied everything disagTeed with her, and so gave up one thing after
another till she limited herself to arrowroot and gruel, and then she gave
up these, and positively died of starvation! Poor dear! How faithfully
she watched the sick and dying beds of my precious daughter Louisa and
son J osiah, and I firmly believe that their loss preyed upon the powers
of her vital parts. However, she was quite ready to depart, and I can
truly hope that my last end may be like hers. The enemy was close at
hand, but the presence of Jesus was a barrier to his power. It was a
very solemn scene, but a sanctified halo seemed to rest upon it. Her
composure of mind was astonishing: all fear (not so much of death as
being-put under the ground) was taken away by these words, "He
was buried," and this to me seems a sweet and precious antidote to
fear. Jesus has entered the dark caverns of the grave before us, and
thus sanctified the tomb for us. Oh to rest here! my soul longs for
such assm'ance, but perhaps my time is not yet come. We really, my
dear brother, must leave death 1JIatters till deatlt time comes-though all
our life in the flesh, after being quickened by the Spirit, is a Clctl;ly dying;
and ther., to us in the Lord, real death is but a passing away-a falling
asleep. Our sweet Jesus will be sure thus to manage our last moments,
that they shall be our happiest and best. Here, then, I leave this matter.
Respecting my unworthy self, I have for many years of late been
passing under a very heavy cloud. Bereaving providences and soul
afflictions have shut me up, so that for the most part I have kept silence
before the Lord. The poor body, also, has been the subject of many
weakening attacks; but the Lord in His faithfulness has done all
things well.
Through mercy I am now much better, and still living in our pretty,
quiet, retu'ed villa (where you have once been to), with my only daughter
and child, Rebecca. "Behold, what desolations He hath made in the
earth." Yes, and this is ID]' only consolation, "He" hath made them.
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This is the Lord's doing, and is marvellous in om eyes. But let Him do
what seemeth good in His sight.
Brother, pray for me, that my faith fail not. I am very weak and
vile; mercy is my only plea. 0 Lord, I beseech Thee, deliver my soul !
I feel barren as a heath, and dead as a stone. Well, here I must
leave the matter. We are all in the hands of the Lord, and He "settetll
up" one, and "putteth down" another, as He seems to have done me.
But He is righteous in all His ways, and holy in all His works.
Ever faithfnlly yours in the Lord,

J OSIAI-I

LWe deeply sympathise with om dear friend and

OOWELL.

old correspondent in
the great loss he has again been called to sustain. None know what these
breaches are, in the family circle, but such as have been called to
experience them. It is all very well to theorize, or to indulge in a kind
of guess-work, as to what this or that may be; the stern r'eality is the
test. It is the being crushed, as it were, under the mighty hand of God.
It is the heart being lanced, and the very core taken out. It is the dying
while alive, and all the powers of life keen and susceptible to the last
degree. Oh, who can support and sustain under these circumstances but
the Lord Himself? Ah, and what a Friend-how faithful! how allsufficient! what" a very present help in trouble!" Notwithstanding the
anguish of such experiences, yet, dear brother, how blessed withal in the
effects and consequences! Oh, how it opens up and endeaJ.'s such a
portion as this: "Thou hast kno"l>n my soul in adversities!" and again:
;, Now no chastening for the present is joyous, but grievous, nevertheless
afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them whioh
are exercised thereby."
We often stand amazed, dear brother, in the looking back over trial
and sorrow, and deep, deep, heart-crushing troubles and afflictions, and
contemplating the all-sustaining hand, the divinely-upholding power,
the precious soothing words and heart-inspiring whispers of the Brother
born for adversity. Oh, the personal, heartfelt, experimental knowledge
of Him, in regard to His various leadings, and teachings, and fatherly
discipline! What, we repeat, a personal knowledge is obtained thereby!
What an intimacy! What a holy familiarity! " My God, my Leader,
my Sustainer, my Upholder, my Guide, my Refuge, my Strength, my All
in all! " And then, how precious the summing up, "Whom have I in
heaven but Thee? and there is none upon earth I desire in oomparison with
Thee. My flesh and my heart faileth; but God is the strength of my
heart, and my portion for ever."
Dear Brother,-We often think of the instantaneous recognition of Jesus
above by those who have been privileged to hold communion with Him
upon earth! Oh, what will it be to see face to face Him, whose condescension and love and faithfulness we have so long tested during all
the chequered scenes of the wilderness! What a heart-glowing scene
was that in the history of the dear old patriarch, when, surrounded by his
sons, and giving his parting testimony and blessing, he paused, and
looking up as though overwhelmed with the review of love, and mercy,
and grace, of which he had so long and so richly been the partaker, he
exclaimed, " Ihave waited for Thy salvation, 0 Lord!" And that was
a sweet position of the Psalmist likewise, when he said, as if taking a
general slll'Vey of how he had been led, thJ:ough what he had been
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brought, and how and where he now stood, "And now, Lord, what wait
I for? Truly, my hope is in Thee."
Beloved, with respect to your departed one, and her" fear of being put
under the ground," strange as it may seem, we can quite understand and
sympathize with the feeling. No words can express the sinking and the
shrinking of some from the article of death, and the deep, dark, cold
gra,e. It is so difficult to realize-and can only be realized by the
precious applicatory power of the Holy Ghost, "Why seek ye the living
among the dead? He is not here, but is risen." Our minds are so sensi',e-our thinking powers so keen-the connexion between mind and
body so close, and the sympathy so great, that we fail to see and duly
o consider that the body-this poor frail tabernacle of ours-is but
the clothing of the soul-the outer garment in which the living, vital
part is bound up. As we cast off our clothes of a night, and hang them
up or lay them upon the chair beside us, we sometimes try to realize the
thought, "There now, when I am called to undress for the grave, my
flesh will feel no more than those various articles of clothing do. There
they lie unmoved, utterly indifferent, without a particle of feeling; and
so it will be by and by with my poor frail body, when it shall please God
to call me hence. We love those lines of the immortal WATTS:~

" Why should we tremble to convey
Their bodies to the tomb?
There the dear flesh of Jesus lay,
Anclleft a long perfume."

Beloved, it is sweet to contemplate the power of Jesus, when it pleases
Him to speak to His troubled ones. How true it is in regard to Himself,
" Where the word of a king is, there is power." It was only for the
Lord to speak that word to your dear departed, "He was buried,"
and, as you have testified, all her fears about the grave were instantaneously removed; and, we are quite sure, that it is but for the selfsame
Lord to whisper one of His precious "Fear-nots" into the heart, and
all disquietude and apprehension immediately depart.
Moreover, there is another most consolatory thought. Our flesh is
redeemed by Jesus, even as our souls. " We are members of His body,
of His flesh, and of His bones." We live in union, we die in union;
and not merely as a covenant pledge, but as an absolute necessity, we
must rise in union. That was a glorious utterance of our ever-glorious
Lord, "My flesh also shall rest in hope." We do not limit this merely
to the personal body of our adorable Oovenant Head, but we rejoice in
its equal and' absolute application to the every member of the one elect
body of which Ohrist is the mystic and ever-glorious Heacl. There is
to be no "schism in the body; " it must be complete and entire, as well as
" without spot, or wrinkle, or ,any such thing."
There is another thought, beloved, which is most consolatory in relation
to death and dying; it is that our ever-gracious and most glorious Lord,
our elder Brother and never-failing Friend, was Himself personally the
subject of deep, dark exercises in respect to the death that awaited Him.
Oh, the preciousness of these words, "I have a baptism to be baptized
with, and how am I straitened until it be accomplished." Then, if we
follow Him to Gethsemane, and contemplate His agony, and hear Him
exclaim, "Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me," how
certain we then feel, that He can in very deed enter into our every exercise and temptation. Moreover, in proportion as we are enabled to

648

The GosjJel JWagazine.

contemplate Him and to dwell upon His sufferings, His bloody sweat
and intense soul-travail, how are we diverted from self and our own little
cares and anxieties and sinkings of heart.
But we must not longer dwell upon these verities. We can only repeat,
dear brother, that the trials, and the afllictionlil, and the bereavements of
which we speak only lessen the number that remain. These various
trials and temptations, difficulties and distresses, severances and bereavements, present themselves at times to our mind in the shape of two files
for bills, "paid" and" unpaid." When the account is discharged, and
the bill taken.from the one file and placed on the other, how great is the
relief! The thousand anxious glances, with the repeated mental ejaculation, "How is this or that to be paid?" have all subsided in the gladsome, the joyous reality, "It's done! There it is on the 'paid' file!
It bears the receipt, and that bill at least can g'ive me no more trouble or
anxiety, sleepless nights or restless days. Others there may be, but not
that or those. They are 2](lid .I-paid.''' So, beloved, with regard to
troubles, and partings, and deaths! This trial, that sorrow, the other
affliction, sickening, death, come-gone--settled; neyer to be met again,
not to be gone through afresh, encountered once and for ever! Not but
what we well know Satan's devices in seeking to bring vividly to remembrance, upon the veriest appearance of fresh trials and new difficulties or
distresses, all the anguish and sinking' of heart experienced under the
former afflictions. This he does, excluding' fi.'om our minds as much as
possible the special succour and the precious help and deliverances aforetime, and in every danger and distress, realized and enjoyed. Ah, what
a subtle foe is Satan in this as well as in numberless other ways! And
how he shuts our eyes to the unchanging' character of Him who is "the
same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever," and whose promise is as
unchanging and unchangeable as Himself, "Thy shoes shall be iron
and brass, and as thy days, so shall thy strength be."
EDITOR.]

THE COLLEOTS.
THE collects of the Church of England, in their relation to the gospel of
Christ, may justly be considered as some of those" precious stones" with
which" the foundation of the walls of the city" of our God is "garnished."
All who love the truth as it is in Jesus will ever cherish a very high
regard for these inestimable portions of our national worship. The great
antiquity which marks their character, their deep spirituality, their sweet
simplicity, their holy fervour, their entire self-renunciation, their lowly
abasement, their filial supplications, then' simple affiance to the Redeemer's
merits, all prove that they have received the genuine impression of the
broad seal of heaven, as breathing the spirit of that" religion which is
pure and undefiled before God and the Father." Beyond all doubt they
are some of the most spiritual, holy, ancl heavenly compositions which
ever dropped from the pen of mortal man. They are, indeed, gems of no
ordinary lustre; they are jewels of no inferior value; and he who drinks
deepest at the fountain-head of all mercy and truth will best know how to
prize these refreshing' showers. Nor is it by any means the least part of
their praise that they are so deeply imbued with the spirit of the sacred
volume, as few persons at the first sight, and without some careful investigation, may at all be aware.

,-.~
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THE LATE MISS VERNON HAROOURT.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR BRoTHER,-I have jnst returned from committing to the
dust the mortal remains of our beloved friend, Miss Anne Vernon Harcourt, witH whom you and I have had the pleasure and privilege of intimate acquaintance for many years. My heart is so full of heaviness after
the performance of so sad an office, that I cannot at once betake myself
to my ordinary work, and I feel as if it would be a relief to me to wnte a
few lines on the subject, for the encouragement, and, I trust, edification
of your readers, especially those of them who by grace are able to realize
the truth of the heavenly utterance, "Blessed are the dead which die in
the Lord."
AJ..'NE VERNON HARcouRT was the second daughter of Dr. Vernon
Harcourt, Archbishop of York. From her earliest days she was distinguished for natural amiability and benevolence of heart. She and her
elder sister were devoted to each other, but it having pleased the Lord to
call the latter away when they were both very young, the bereavement
proved a severe blow to our dear friend, and it is thought that her first
serious impressions are to be referred to the effect of that trying visitation
on her young mind. Soon after that, when about sixteen or seventeen
years of age, she fell down stairs, and so seriously injured one of her
legs that after much suffering from a diseased knee, it was considered
necessary for her to undergo amputation of the limb. We may imagirte
with what alarm and deep sorrow so young a creature would listen to the
decision of her medical attendant. She shrank, of course, with dismay
from the terrible ordeal through which she was called to pass; but she
had heard of the efficacy of earnest prayer under similal' circumstances,
and she besought the Lord day and night to give her the spirit of endurance, 80 that she might submit to the operation with calmness and resignation. He to whom the petition of the young sufferer was addressed
"hearkened and heard," and it is alleged by those who were present,
that not a groan or cry escaped her while the fearful operation was being
performed, and those were not the days of chloroform, but they were,
as now, in the case of God's Spirit-taught children, days of faith and
prayer.
Her conversion to God, properly speaking, arose out of this event, for
the spirit of prayer was first given to her, and then the conviction that
she had in heaven a Father who teaches His children to trust in Him, and
to call upon Him in their time of trouble. On her recovery, she spent
much time with her cousin, the Duchess of Beaufort, in London, and with
her attended the chapel of the Rev. H. H. Beamish, where she was led to
see more of her interest in Jesus, and cultivate that love for Him and His
people which afterwards became the leading principle of her life, and
which caused her entire departure from that exalted and fashionable
society, in which she was peculiarly qualified, not only by birth, but by
natural and acquired endowments, to take a distinguished position.
The dying chamber of her father, the Archbishop, was made the scene
of her most zealous and devoted efforts to glorify the Redeemer, and to
repay in some measure that peculiar paternal affection of which she had
always been the object. Night and day she watched beside the dying
prelate's bed, and, while ever ready to administer comfort and assuage
pain, her chief concern was to present before her dear parent's eyes those
3B
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blessed views of God's love to perishing sinners, displayed in the sacrifice
of His own Son, in which her own soul found unspeakable joy; and she
had the happiness of knowing that her efforts were crowned with God's
blessing, and that the object of her filial devotedness leant with child-like
simplicity on the finished work of the crucified and risen One alone for
triumph over death and the grave, and acceptance with a sin-hating
God.
Her health was always a subject of anxiety to her friends, for, owing
to the loss of her limb, exercise in the open air was denied her, and she
suffered in consequence. Leaving Yorkshire after her father's death, and
following the advice of friends, she took up her abode at Dover, where,
ever anxious to be employed in the service of her beloved Master, she
built a school-house near her own residence, employed a schoolmistress,
and collected a considerable number of girls, over whose spiritual and
mental culture she watched with earnest and unceasing care, especially
anxious that the love of Christ might be inculcated there, with which
object she established weekly prayer mfletings in the school-room, to
which she invited her Christian friends, clerical and lay, to come and help
her. I look back to those happy seasons in which I was privileged to
take a part with sad but grateful interest, assured of the rich blessing
which we all derived from our presence there. Our dear friend also held
meetings for prayer and scripture exposition at her own house, and
rejoiced in thus gathering around her for mutual edification those who
loved the Lord Jesus, and who enjoyed speaking one to another of Him.
At the same time Miss Vernon Harcourt opened a school in the west of
Ireland for young girls, whom her heart yearned either to snatch from
the deadly thraldom of Popery, or to preserve from the influence of that
idolatrous system. This school was the constant object of her thoughts,
exertions, and prayers. She never was able to visit it herself, but at her
expense she was frequently visited by the local clergy and others, who
informed her of the progress made by the pupils, and the blessing secured
to the neighbourhood by the school. She kept up also an active corre~
spondence with all such parties in England and Ireland as could aid her
in providing and developing all the advantages which her Irish school
was calculated to confer.
Our beloved friend's residence in Dover was made a blessing to her own
soul. She had, indeed, been enabled to see her interest in Christ, and to
rejoice in His salvation, as she proved by her devotion to Him and His
cau~e; but she could not up to this clearly discern the real character of
His redemption, such as it affected His people exclusively and their comllleteness accordingly in Him. She clung to the general aud. coud.itioual
view of that work as it is more popularly held, and from the benevolence
of her character, which wed so many unconsciously to a God-dishonouring
scheme, she hoped that all the world, or rather the whole human race,
was included in it, and might partake of its benefits. She did not see
that J ehovah had an eternal purpose to accomplish by it, and an elect
family given to Jesus to be provided. for out of it. All that, by God's
grace, she was to learn at Dover. It was there that my happy acquaintance with the dear one commenced. I was then serving the church of
the Rev. J. E. Bates (who was laid aside by a most painful internal
disease), the church which she attended; and if Christ Church, Dover,
was endeared to me by no more blessed memories, it would occupy a
bright spot in my heart as the scene of dear :M iss Vernon Harcourt's
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emergence into the full light of Gospel truth, and her consecration
through her whole life after to the maintenance, defence, and dissemination
of the doctrine of sovereign grace. Her's was no cold passive assent to
any principles which might be set before her, but the sunender of her
whole soul, with all its faculties, and what she believed to be true, after
she had painfully and perseveringly studied the subject with many prayers
and earnest searchings of God's Word, to see if these things were so;
and, when God the Holy Ghost had once shown her the truth, and enabled
her to enjoy it, no adverse reasoning or human influence could move her
to look even -suspiciously upon it, or to cease from propagating it with all
the energy she could command.
The blessed doctrines of God's electing love are unhappily sometimes
accompanied by an asperity of manner and expression on the part of those
who hold them against such as take an opposite view, and pity it is that
such should be the case; but, as regards our dear friend, they seemed
only to soften and sanctify the natural loveableness of her character.
Truly the love of Christ constrained her, and that love shone out in the
most ordinary concerns of her daily life. She seemed to love everyone;
and, as the natural expression of her love, to point them to Jesus, and to
labour and pray for them, that they might be partakers with her in the
blessings of the Gospel. Her time, her money, her influence were truly
laid a free-will offering on the altar of God. She was not rich, but she
was thought to be so from the number and amount of her contributions
and every good work, and from the labours of faith and love in which she
engaged whm"ever she went. Never could it be more truly said, since the
Apostle's days, than of her: "She counted all things but loss for the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord."
Very unwillingly she was constrained by her medical attendant to leave
Dover, about fifteen years ago. She was ordered to Clifton ; shortly after
which, in consequence of the death of dear Mr. Bates, I lost my position
at Christ Church, and accepted an affectionate and earnest invitation from
my beloved friend to visit her at her new residence, which she had intended
to occupy only for a short time, as she retained her house still at Dover.
In the providence of God, however, I received my present appointment in
Bristol, and my friend's removal from Dover became final, and Cliftc1!l
now, for some years, was made the sphere of her valuable labour- for her
beloved Master. She soon found herself the centre of a numerous circle
of Christian friends; and, for some years, her house was opened for
weekly meetings, in which, as at Dover, the study of God's VVo.rd and
prayer were enjoyed in, and, I trust, were made profitable to many.
The marriage of a companion to whom she was tenderly attached, and
to whom, under God, she was largely indebted for the comfort of her
remaining years, occasioned the removal of my beloved friend from Clifton.
The village of Panton, not far from Andover, became now the sphere of
her Christian labour; and, as it turned out, the scene of her last illness
anrl death. Scarcely was she settled there, when the spiritual darkness
that surrounded her suggested some extraordinary efforts for the introduction of Gospel light ; providentially there was no direct resistance to
the object she contemplated-neither Popery, Ritualism, nor absolute
infidelity had yet found out this simple village. Its religious condition
was purely negative. There was a church there, but all that could be
said of it was, that in its one service on Sunday there was nothing to
frighten either the children of God or the children of Satan. There was
3 B 2
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no dissenting chapel; there was no weekly service; there was no prayer-'
meeting; no visiting; no Bible or tract distribution, as far as I have
lieard; and no religious awakening of any kind. On Sunday evenings
Satan revelled undisturbed, and on other evenings he was not interfered
with. My dear friend was soon enabled to put a better face on affairs.
She purchased a piece of ground, and had a hall built for the accommodation
of about 250 persons. You, my dear brother, were present with me at
the opening of that hall; indeed I think you gave some account of it in
the Magazine. It was an event long to be remembered in the villa/.Se.
She then secured the services of a Scripture reader to conduct Sunday
evening and weekly services in the hall, and to visit not only the people
of Penton, but those of the contiguous villages likewise. She also established a lending library, consisting of the most improving books suited
to the capacity of the villagers. She supplied an unlimited quantity of
tracts, selected with the most prayerful care, for distribution round the
country. She opened a school for the instruction of the young: and, in
short, omitted no means that labour or money could provide for the
spiritual benefit of the locality to which the Lord had evidently transferred
her, that the light which He had given her might shine in a dark 'place.
All this time her schools at Dover and Galway were kept in full efficiency.
I may add that, as regards her work at Dover and Penton, she even
legally provided that it should go on uninterrupted by her death; and we
trust and pray that for many and many a year she, being dead, may yet
be heard to speak in both these places.
N ever was our dear departed one better pleased than when she could
induce some faithful minister or other servant of God to pay her a visit
at Penton, and certain they might be of a cordial reception and most
hospitable treatment during their stay, so that she might get them to address her people, either in her hall, or, if in summer, on the lawn before
her house. Frequently has it fallen to my lot to receive that pleasant
summons. N ever did I obey it without pleasure, and never occupy the
post to which it called me without a blessing to my own soul. You, my
dear brother, I doubt not, can bear similar testimony. I think I see the
devoted servant of Jesus on her couch-that curious couch constructed for
her by the direction of a dear brother-selecting the hymns which she
desired should be sung, and looking up with that sweet smile of happ."
recognition as she saw the preacher of the evening enter the room, and
knew that now there was no fear of a disappointment.
Seven or eight years rolled on in this profitable occupation of a post to
which the Lord had evidently called her, but not without sufferin[l:. What
child of God was ever reared for their inheritance without the rod? Many'
were her seasons of bodily pain and weakness, many of them almost even
nigh death; but the I,ord had mercy on her, and \:;specially on the poor
villagers, to whom she was truly a mother in Israel. At length symptoms
of more than ordinary severity filled her devoted attendants with alarm,
but she was not alarmed. She had systematically contemplated deat.h and
all that it could do, and in the assurance of resurrection glory could repeat with beaming eye, "0 Death, where is thy sting? 0 Grave,
where is thy victory? " She" knew Him in whom she believed, and was
persuaded that He was able to keep that which she had committed to
Him against that day." It was my privilege to visit her and address her
school-children a few weeks before her last illness. She was then very
weak in body, but, as usual, strong in faith. Very little wus said on that
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occasion about her physical infirmities; but much about Jesus, about the
Father's law, about the Spirit's power and sanctifying grace. At our last
interview our beloved friend seemed peculiarly peaceful, affectionate, and
dear in the truth. The eye had lost none uf its sweet kindness and intelligence, and the countenance seemed to me unchanged. As usual,
she had a cheque before her, which she had drawn for various subscriptions in Bristol, which she still continued. Among the rest £5 for our
United Bristol Mission, which she gave us annually, although now nonresident. I little thought, as I wrote her name in the subscription list,
that it was the last time I should do so. After prayer I left, and saw
her again no more. I was summoned to her dying bed, but her happy
spirit had taken its flight before my arrival.
Anne Vernon Harcourt departed as she had lived, "in the Lord." No
fear, no doubt, had she. During her last illness she suffered much, principallyfrom bodily weakness, but no complaint escaped her lips. God's
Word supplied her with the language in which she expressed her feelings.
Referring to her physical infirmities, she said, " We look for the Saviour,
the Lord Jesus Ohrist, who shall change our vile body, that it may be
fashioned like unto His glorious body," and at another time, moved,
probably, by a sense of decaying physical power, she said, ""Ve know
that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a
suilding of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens;
for in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our
house, "hich is from heaven." Addressing one of her faithful friends,
who were always near her, she said, "Grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Ohrist." Almost the last articulate words which she uttered were, "That precious Oorner-stone." I
have mentioned only two or three quotations which she made from the
beloved "Vord, but Scripture texts were ever on her lips, and her occupation was prayer and praise. Almost to the last moment she preserved her
consciousness, and imperceptibly closed her blessed earthly career, leaving
behind her, in the hearts of those who knew her best, the tender conviction that she was the best they ever knew. For myself, I can truly say I
ne,er had a more loving friend, and I scarcely expect, during my few remaining years, to find such another. Farewell, beloved one, when Jesus
comes we shall meet again !
The dear one's coffin was borne to the grave in the village churchyard
by eight of the villagers, who counted it an honour to be thus permitted
to carry her precious remains to their last resting-place. The churchyard
"as "ell filled by a mourning throng of young and old, who crowded around
the vault. It was my privilege to engage in our beautifully-touching
sen'ice at the grave, and afterwards to address the friends and villagers
standing around. Many a teal' of genuine regret was let fall during my
address; and, from the attitude of young and old, it was manifest that all
felt they had lost a friend. In the evening we had a religious service in the
hall, "hich "as filled to overflowing. I again was permitted to officiate,
and chose for the subject of my observations Isaiah xxvi. 19: "Thy dead
men shall live, together with my dead body shall they arise. Awake and
sing, ye that dwell in dust: for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the
earth shall cast out the dead." I spoke for an hour, amid a deep silence
and manifest emotions of sorrow. The resurrection of the just was my
theme, and I sought to magnify the grace of God in the bright example
of our departed friend.
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Her coffin bore this inscription : ANNIE VERNON HARCOURT,
AGED

73

YEARS,

JJied Novembe,' 2, 1870.

Bristol, JYov. 8, 1870.

Yours, my dear brother, affectionately,
S. A. WALKER.

[It is not without hesitation we venture to add even a word to wbat our
dear brother has said in reference to our beloved departed friend; but we'
are anxious to give our personal testimony, however feeble, to what
Mr. vV ALKER has written. We most cordially endorse all that he has
advanced. ,Ve believe dear Miss HARoouRT's character may be summed
up in three words-:MEEKNESS, SIMPLICITY, AFFEOTION. Who that had
the privilege of her acquaintance can forget her meekness and gentleness?
Who but has been struck with the wonderful simplicity and amiability of
her who has gone to be "for ever with the Lord?" Who that knew her
but will testify to the warmth and tenderness of her loving heart? But,
in addition to all these pleasing and grateful traits in Miss HARoouRT,
there was, as OUT brother has said, a holy zeal, a heavenly ardour, an
uncompromising effort for the glory of God and the good of immortal
souls. If ever there were one who felt all she was, and all she had, was the
Lord's, Miss HARcouRT was that one. Her house and her heart were alike
open to the Lord's people. She counted it at once her highest honour and
her distinguishing privilege to minister to them. She sought, at all times,
and in every possible way, to "glorify God in her body and in her spirit,
which were His." Her chief delight was in "doing good." Her daily cry
was, "Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?" As our brother has intimated, it was reputed and it was believed that she was very rich, because
of the number and the extent of her efforts; whereas the reverse was the fact.
v.,r e have heard it stated by those who best knew her that it was difficult
to restrain her with respect to her charity; that no sooner did her dividends come in than she wanted to dispose of them. It was hard to convince
her that such and such wOllld be wanted before similar remittances came.
Her hand was as liberal as her heart was large. In a word, she felt herself
a steward of the Lord, and she sought perpetually to be in readiness at
any moment to give an account of her stewardship.
Just as we had read the foregoing sketch of dear Miss HAROOURT'S
character from the pen of our beloved brother, the eye happened to drop
upon a paragraph in a morning paper announcing the departlu'e of a man
of immense wealth. Oertain facts having been mentioned to us some
time since in regard to him-facts which would perfectly astound the
reader, were we to name them-we could but think of the marked contrast
between the two characters, which were thus, within a few days of each
other, called to their great account. The one having in very deed, "done
what she could." In spite of great bodily weakness and infirmity, in
addition to her many, many years' maimed condition, continuously and
unweariedly did she seek to devise and to execute plans for the temporal
and spiritual well-being of her fellow-creatures. In all she silid and did
it was evident she felt" she was not her own." Hence she sought to
consecrate both her property and her powers to Him whose she was, and
whom she served. But, with respect to the other-oh, the other !-let a
veil be drawn over the hapless man who had the terrible misfortune to be
rich, and who, in his thirst for the paltry gold of this poor perishing
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world, lost sight of the tremendous responsibility that wealth entailed.
Of the man of whom we speak, whose immense wealth on the one hand,
and whose penuriousness on the other, was reported to us a year or two
ago, we cannot but think with inexpressible horror! With self his idol
and gold his god, during his few years' sojourn in this world, how awful,
if he died unawakened and unrepenting, must be the state of things that
awaited him in the next! "Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime
received thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he
is comforted and thou art tormented."
POSTSCRIP~.-Twoletters have just come to hand from Miss HARcouRT's
so long and so devoted companions. Although not intended for publication, we cannot refrain from quoting the following extracts : " We all feel her loss too deeply to be able'to express in words what we
feel; but God knows, and He gives us grace to say, that all, all is well.
'Precious in His sight is the death of His saints,' and I know, though she
, awaited her appointed time' with patience and submission, that she
'longed to depart and be with her Saviour;' and, as it was her constant
aim to advance His kingdom on earth, so shall she shine brightly in His
kingdom in heaven. vVe had not thought her case hopeless till the
Saturday before her death, and at last it seemed to come suddenly upon
us. Often when she began a Scripture her voice would fail, and by a
looking up it was finished. She is most deeply and truly lamented. The
sowing time has been hers; surely in God's good time there will be a
plenteous harvest."
"You are one of the many dear friends who have enjoyed loving communion of spirit with our loved one, and who could estimate her real
worth, and who can, therefore, feel what we have lost; but you are right
in believing that we would not recall her either for her own or our sakes.
No, we love her too well for that. Her sufferings are ended. Eternal'
peace and rest have succeeded to those days and nights of oppression and
restlessness; and, great as is the blank to us, we can only rejoice that she
is set free. It was a great comfort that she was perfectly sensible to the
last; her quick intelligence was never shadowed for a moment, and the
dreaded King of Terrors came so gently, that, as her features relaxed from
. the impress of pain and suffering, there came stealing gently over her
dear face such calmness, such ineffable peace, as I cannot describe, and
we could not tell when she ceased to breathe.. and, as her brother prayed God
to take her soul home and without spot to Himself, we all felt how living
was the reality. I see, my dear friend, you have often been harassed
about the passage of the Jordan in times past. She also dreaded suffering, but prayer was most abundantly answered, and truly it was' light
at eventide' with her. She had said to me several times during her illness, that she had not that manifestation of the love of God in her soul
that she wished; and when I said, 'But you know that you belong to
Jesus,' she replied, 'Yes, I am at peace. I know that He is mine and I
His, but I should like to feel it more.' I said, 'You know Mrs. SHIPTON
warned you against wishing for that intense joy which is given to SOIlle
Christians, for she said, if you had it, you would have also the corresponding agony of soul which they have to pass through. Oh, never wish for
that; if you have abiding peace, be thankful.' She did not say anything
just then, but a little after she said, 'He knows I could not bear Joy;' and
it was most true. Whatever pleased her much always so affected her as
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to make her quite hysterical.* On the last day I said, 'Do you feel more
of the preciousness of Jesus now?' She replied, 'Yes;' and soon afterwards, for she only spoke at intervals, she said with great unction, 'Precious
Oorner-stone;' repeating it over and over again. Soon after I said, 'This
corruptible shall put on incorruption, and this mortal shall put on immortality.' 'MusT put on--'!nust!' she said. She also referred to that text,
• When I awake up after His likeness, I shall be satisfied with it.' I said,
, You will be satisfied then.' She replied, 'Yes, I shall be satisfied with
Him.'
" Dear Mrs. A-- has lost the one occupation of her life, for all she
did, as you can- believe, had some reference to her comfort either near or
remote; but she told us both that we should live nearer to God when she
was taken, for we made an idol of her. Once when I said to her, 'What
shall I do without you?' she said, 'You will put JESUS in my place in your
heart; you have leant too much upon me;' and, when she saw my agony
of grief, she said, 'You know Mrs. K. told us she had never felt the
preciousness of JESUS in her husband's lifetime as she has since, and so
you will find when I am gone.' God grant it may be so to both of us,
for we need it indeed. Do pray for us that we may have grace given us
to follow in her footsteps as she followed Ohrist. We shall look for some
word of comfort next month in the GOSPEL MAGAZIl'fE, which she valued
greatly, as you know we all do."

THE LATE "REDEEMED ATHEIST," alias WILLIAM
MUSHETT.
IN a letter received from our friend· and brother in Ohrist, Dr. BULTEEL,
which was received too late for insertion in our last, he says, respecting
our departed brother: "I saw him and attended him professionally, and,
as a friend and brother in Ohrist, I never saw him but when he was
happy in the Lord; but rather in too great a hurry to get rid of his
fleshly burden, and to put off his earthly tabernacle before the time. He
was always saying, 'How odd that the Lord does not take me to Himself, and relieve me from the burden of this old carcase of mine.' He
came to stay with us the beginning of last May, and remained till about
the middle of June. Re appeared in a very shattered condition-quite
the old man-and much altered physically from what he was when I saw
him in Oroydon a few years since. Latterly he sunk very rapidly, suddenly took to his bed, and never rallied. He was ah-ays very happy,
and joyfully anticipated seeing Jesus face to face. At one time he was
harassed by the enemy, who tried to get him off the one sure foundation; but the conflict was but a short one, and he triumphantly exclaimed
at last, 'I am the resurrection and the life,' &c. Many things he said
that I could not understand, as he spoke very indistinctly; but I know
he is safe in glory more from his living than from his dying testimony,
and many blessed letters from him during the 23 or 24 years that I had
., We can quite understand this, and believe that, in very merey, the Lord sees fit not
unfrequently to withhold in certain cases the stronger and the brighter and tbe more
blessed evidences and manifestations of His loye. There are those whose physical frames
could not bear it. Too much joy would overtax their poor sensitive powers as verily as an
over-amount of so,·row. Hence the Lord graciously vouchsafes to such peace-peace,
according to that gracious promise, "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is
stayed on Thee, because he trusteth in Thee."-ED.
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known him: and, after all, what must be our dying testimony but Jesus
Himself? He is our first love, and He must be our last; although we
may in the meantime follow after other lovers, although, blessed be
God, without overtaking them. Young Mr. Fischer, of Oroydon, saw
him later than I did; that is to say, he saw him the night that our friend
died, and I had seen him during the day." At the close of his last
letter to ourselves, under date 5th March, 1870, our friend says: "I was
in the other world quite, when I wrote that paper· on angels, and the
verses 'Who is this that cometh from Edom ?' I am better now, and I
mppose destined for fUrther service in the kingdom of Him whose ways
are past findilig out.
" Oommending you to His love and care, I rest in Him as ever,
"Your affectionate brother,
"WILLIAM :M:USHETT."

A WORD FOR THE MAGAZINE.
DEAR READERs,-As you are aware, it has been our usual custom, at
he close of the year, to say a word or two on behalf of the Magazine. In
this (;hanging, dying world, it cannot be otherwise than that friends die off.
~ ay, "e are perfectly astonished when we look around, and contemplate
the fact of the number of readers that have passed away during our
connexion with this work. So very, very few of the correspondents who
at tirst took part with us, in filling these pages, now remain. One and
another and another-yea, nearly the whole of our first and former
helpers-have gone the way of all the earth: and we seem, at times, to
stand as it were alone. We might enumerate, but time and memory
"ould fail in the effort. Suffice it they are gone; and, dear readers, we
would add" And we're travelling onwards too,
As fast as time can move;
Nor would we wish the hours more slow,
To keep us from our love."
As we think of their escape from all the trials and temptations and turmoil of the wilderness, we often mentally exclaim,
" Happy songsters!
When shall we your chorus join?"
Yet would we add with Job, "All the days of my appointed time will I
wait, until my change come." The Lord's time is the best time. But
meanwhile the intense desire of our heart is to be doing some little for
Him who has done so much for us; and to this end we desire to publish
His name and fame to the utmost possible extent. We would proclaim
the power and the preciousness of Jesus, had we the ability, through the
length and breadth of the land-yea, to the utmost bounds of the habitable globe. But we cannot do this alone--we cannot accomplish this
single-handed. Readers, it is in your power to help us in our feeble
attempt to publish the name of Jesus; to testify of His loving and tender
and gracious acts. Oh if these pages contain testimonies to this endand do they not ?-then is it not worthy of your effort to make the work
known, and, in these last God-dishonouring days-in times when error
and superstition and formality and spiritual deathliness and deception are
rife on every hand-doth it not behove you to seek to obtain readers for
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a work calculated, under God, to expose error, on the one hand, and to
expound truth, on the other?
We would, at the same time, say a word on behalf of our other work,
the" Old Jonatltan." Its form and contents are calculated to meet a want
in the family-the social circle-the community at large, which especially
exists in the present day, when there is a great thirst for reading, but
when the novel, the sensational, the visionary and unreal are published
in the most alluring and attractive form, with a view of satiating this
thirst for reading j but need we say, that to put such literature into the
hands of our young readers especially, is to present them with poison of
the deadliest and most destructive nature? The Old Jonathan seeks to
gather wholesome facts from every-day life, and to place them before the
reader, both young and old, with a view to their practical bearing and
permanent usefulness.
And oh, be it yours and ours increasingly to feel how short our time is
-how brief the moment left us for labour. Personally, we are astounded
at the flight of time. We are perfectly amazed when we reflect where we
are-the years that have run off, and the period at which we have
arrived. God, in mercy, grant, dear readers, that that Scripture may
have increasing weight with us, "Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do
it with thy might j for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor
wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest" (Eccl. ix. 10).
THE EDITOR.

THE POOR POPE.
ONE thing the Pope undoubtedly had a right to demand. It was
equally politic and just that the necessary intervention of the King's
Government should be strictly confined within the limits of its necessity. Its requirements are simply temporal, and the Pope's spiritual
authority is entirely beyond its range. It is significant that Oardinal
Antonelli, after all, dwells on this as the real point at issue. The
conclusion of his protest is a request that the Government he addresses "will be pleased to take into its earnest consideration the
interests of the Supreme Head of the Oatholic Ohurch, and now and
henceforward placed in such circumstances that he is unable to exercise his spiritual authority with that full liberty and entire independence which are indispensable for it." This also is the great point of
the Pope's own protest, addressed to the Oardinals. It would seem,
therefore, that, even in the eyes of the Pope, if his spiritual authority
were assured him, the loss of his temporal possessions would at least
be endurable. We look, then, with interest to see what complaints
the Pope has to make on this point. He solemnly declares that he
"does now actually experience the loss of that liberty which is indispensably necessary for us to govern the Ohurch of God." The Pope
anticipates, very justly, that his adversaries will reply, as we are disposed to do, "that such a plaint and declaration is destitute of
foundation," and he proceeds to substantiate his charge. We are all
attention to hear the great grievance which elicits such solemn adjurations.
and we find that it consists in the fact of the Post Office having fallen
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under the control of the Italian authorities! We cannot but wonder
what the" Holy Apostles Peter and Paul" would have said had they
been told that the "indispensable liberty" the Christian Church consisted, above all, in the right to a private postbag! Such, however,
are the Pope's own words, and we quote them as recording on his own
authority the head and front of that injurious treatment for which he
invokes on his adversaries "the wrath of the living and all-seeing
God, out of whose hand there is no eEcape." "No sane mind," says
the Pope, "can fail to see and acknowledge, that our sovereign and
uncontrolled power, of which we were in the enjoyment, over the
public post, in the receipt and despatch of letters, being taken away
trom us, and forasmuch as we are unable to trust the Government
which has usurpfld that power to itself, we are wholly destitute of the
means of transacting the affairs which the Vicar of Jesus Christ, and
the Common Father of the Faithful, to whom his children have recourse
from all quarters of the globe, ought to manage and deal with."
If the document itself had not been before our readers, they might
not unnaturally suspect us of bringing into extravagant prominence
one of the secondary complaints of the Holy Father. But they may
satisfy themselves by a personal perusal that as each indignant Cardinal perused this Circular letter, anticipating a denunciation of some
heinous offence against the Pope's spiritual liberty, his excited feelings were instantly chilled by a common-place reference to the Post
Office! We are indeed, tempted to surmise that the Pope is not unwilling to give the Italians an opportunity for conciliation when he
urges a complaint so readily remedied. The Italian Government will,
no doubt, gladly permit the Pope to fetch his own letters by his own
letter-carriers; and, whether he trusts them or not, they will have
discharged their consciences and removed his only just ground of
grievance if they fulfil the simple task of transmitting his correspondence intact. Since this is the Pope's own crucial instance of the
infringement of his liberty, it will be scarcely necessary to examine his
minor complaints.- Times.
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The Test£mony of the Church £s not the only nor the ch£~f reason of our believ£ng
the Scr£pture to be the Word of God. A Sermon by JOHN OWEN, D.D.,
Dean of Christchurch and Vice-Chancellor of the University of Oxford,
1652. Oxford: J. C, Pembrey.
" J ORN OWEN" will be a name ever dear and honourable among those
spiritually taught; his religion was that of the heart, and, gifted above
most of the theologians of his time with a clear and commanding intelleut,
he brought all his great talents to bear in the elucidation of Scripture
truth, and the extension of the Redeemer's kingdom. Living in a period
"hen civil strife was convulsing the nation, and the passions of men were
excited to the utmost by differing religious and political views, he kept
and taught the truth in love, and his many contributions to Christian
literature have ever maintained, as they well deserve, a wide celebrity.
To suit the taste or- the present age, some of his works might be use-
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fully condensed; though to the real and earnest disciple, whose leisure
will permit, we would say, "Part not with a shred."
The sermon before us, "The Testimony of the Church," &c., displays
to advantage the writer's peculiar power of close and critical reasoning j
it is clear, argumentative, and convincing: and in this our day, when the
authority of Holy Writ is sought by many to be set aside, or made subordinate to man's reason, its appearance in a cheap form will be welcoCled
as a valuable aid to the lover of Bible truth. Our limits will not allow
of lengthy quotations from this timely and judicious reprint; but the
following, from pages 44, 45, we look upon as especially applicable to
the present time, when Popery in the National Church is idvancing
and Iftbouring both openly and covertly to bring in all its pagan and
anti-Ohristian dogmas : " Trust the authority of no mere man, nor company of men, in the
world, in a business on which the everlasting blessedness or misery of
your soul doth depend. Hear Moses and the prophets; hear the apostles
and evangelists. We are sure God spake by them; and they never err.
As for popes and councils, we are sure they have erred, and so may do
again. And so may your parents that fi.Tst instructed you: masters,
teachers, churches, all may err. And though, de facto, they do not err in
this, when they tell you the Scripture is the Word of G@d ; yet, they being
hut men, and having no promise of absolute infallibility, and being liable
to mistakes in other things,-when you find that, you may come to question whether they were not mistaken in this too; and so think you have
been deluded all this while, and have taken that for the Word of God and
rule of your lives, which is nothing less. And then you will either cast
away your faith, or you must seek a new foundation for it. And if you
come in a Papist's way, and hear talk of Peter's successors, Ohrist's vicars,
Catholic churches, general councils, infallibilities, long successions, apostolical traditions, you do not know what kind of spirit such conjuring
words may raise up in you. You may be apt to think the major part (as
you will be told, though falsely, it is) must carry it, and so determine
your fate by the votes of men,-that is, not so much change the foundation of it, as enlarge it; and whereas, before, it was built upon the
credit of a parent or a pastor, now built it upon the credit of a
great many, or a great one in the name of all the rest; or if it
rested before on a particular church, now it shall rely on that which you
are told is the catholic one. For my part, I shall never wonder to see
ill-grounded Protestants easily turn Papists: they are semi-Papists
a,lready, and they may 'soon be wholly such. They have a pope at
home; and if they' do not like him, they may easily exchange him for
another abroad. He that pins his faith upon one man's sleeve may soon
do it upon another's: he is already a church-Papist, and may soon be a
Mass one."

Incidents in the Life of Edward Wright.-By EnwARD LEACH, author of
" Ohristian Work among the Jews." London: Hodder and Stoughton,
27, Paternoster Row.
SOME months since we gave a description in the Old Jonathan of a Thieves'
Supper, at which we were privileged to be present-for a privilege we
felt it to be-at which the reputed" NED WRIGHT" presided. Mter the
supper-which only lasted a few minutes, 'so eager were the poor fellows
to partake of the simple meal provided for them~this remarkable man
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addressed them in the most touching and powerful way. For some forty
minutes the attention of his audience was riveted, as they listened to his
words for Jesus, and his description of that love and mercy which broke
his hard heart, and made him "a new creature in Christ Jesus." In the
book before us we have the leading incidents of his life, and a most remarkable life it is. The work cannot but be read with prof(mnd interest,
and that interest must be increased tenfold by those who have seen this
wonderful trophy of rich, free, and sovereign grace, and listened to his
pO'werful, heart-stirring appeals to his fellow-sinners, his former companions in iniquity. The book abounds with facts of the most astounding
character.

Autobiography of an Indian Officer.-By Major H. M. Co:r-nVAY, Author of
.( Life of Colonel WHELER." London: MOl'gan and Chase, 58, Ludgate Hill.
TilE life of a totally-different character to that just quoted, but illustrative of the same grace by which poor NED WRIGHT was arrested, and
led to see the error of his ways. The former was met with and stopped
in his mad career, whilst one of the foremost amongst the most abandoned and degraded of men j the latter-the subject of this autobiography-whilst associated with kindred minds in the higher walks of
society. Rich mercy and irresistible love arrested both the one and the
other, proving at once the sovereignty of Divine grace, and the resistless
power of the Holy Ghost, whensoever and whereBoever He condescendingly puts forth that power. Amongst the many interesting facts and_
important details given in this autobiography is one which must be of
great comfort to godly parents who may have sons, or Christian friends
who may have connexions in India or elsewhere in foreign climes.
The fact to which we allude is Major Cowan's testimony as to the many
Europeans he has met, and the very many more of them he has heard,
who laid aside and ultimately dying in hospitals abroad, have left the
clearest and most unquestionable testimony that they have so died in the
Lord! Hence there has been a very precious fulfilment of that Scripture
-one which for many years has been a great solace to our mind with
respect to children-" Train up a child in the way he should go, and
when he is old he will not depart from it." That" when he is old," to us
implies an interval during which the poor-creature has wandered far and
wide, it may be, into the mazes of sin and wickedness. But at length
Divine power arrests him-Divine grace is imparted to him-Divine love
touches,his heart,-and then another Scripture is beautifully and blessedly
fulfilled: "Cast thy bread upon the waters, and it shall be found again
after many days."
A Handbook to the Charities of London.-By SAMPSON Low, Jun. London:
Sampson Low, Son, and Marston, 188, Fleet Street.
IF there were no other evidence, this book alone would prove what a
wonderful place London must be, for it gives full particulars of above nine
hundred Charitable Institutions and Funds! The book appears to be
exceedingly well edited, and is at once both an interesting and most useful
eighteen-pennyworth. If anyone wants to know particulars about any
London charity, they have only to send for this book.
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WE have been for several months deploring the sad war on the Continent,
and thankful that, as a nation, we have had nothing to do with it; but
we are now passing through a grave crisis, which may involve us also
in a fearful contest, and bring upon us an enormous expenditure of life
and money. May God of His mercy avert this evil; and may He still
continue to give us (little as we deserve it!) peace and prosperity. The
case is thus -described in a weekly paper :-" A crisis has arisen, involving considerations of the utmost gravity for England. Russia has
given notice to the Cabinets of Europe that she intends to violate, in an
essential particular, the stipulations of the Treaty of 1856-a Treaty purchased by us at a heavy price of life and money in the Crimea. Though
the announcement deranged the Stock Exchange, it caused more indignation than surprise among politicians. Indeed it had been expected for a
month back. Because, first of all, the design of aggression upon Turkey
is cherished at St. Petersburg as a sacred tradition, and those who thought
more of the national policy than of the mildness of Alexander's character,
'l\ere certain that the first opportunity would be seized to repudiate and
remove the restrictions upon Russian armaments which so materially
cripple the Czar's power of aggression in the Black Sea. In the next
place, for week~ back there has been evidence of an understanding between
Prussia and Russia, based, of course, upon the ground of mutual advantage, perhaps of mutual plunder; and the common instinct at once turned
towards Constantinople. There have been letters from many quartersfrom Berlin, from Frankfort, from Metz, from Versailles-all telling the
same tale, that the Prussian political authorities were stimulating and
fostering throughout Germany a hostile spirit towards England. One
correspondent, specially informed, said the explanation would shortly
come in the shape of a Russian note repudiating the Treaty of 18.56,
backed by Prussia in acknowledgment of Russia's service in restraining
Austria from siding with France in the war now being waged. What
COUl'se is England to take at this portentous crisis? It is imperative that
the nation should make up its mind speedily and decidedly, so that our
Government, by the strong impact of the popular will, may be driven to
assume a firm attitude. Let us say at once either that we intend to
abandon our solemn obligations, or that we will maintain them by the
jorce of the whole Empire. We can see first and foremost in this step of
Russia a deliberate and undisguised insult to our country. Stripped of
all pretence, Prince Gortschakofl"s circular amounts to this: 'The Emperor Napoleon was the great promoter of the Treaty of Paris. While
he wielded the power of France, we had no choice but to observe its stipulations. Now he is in exile, and the military force of his empire is broken.
The only formidable guarantor of the Treaty is thus removed out of our
way. True, there is England; but England is ruled by mere financiers
and doctrinaires.' Some such notions must possess the minds of the
Emperor Alexander and his advisers, or they would never have dared, at
a time like this. to make such a notification to the world, without so much
as consulting England beforehand. But we are strongly of ppinion that
they have mistaken our temper. We heartily believe that the English
nation of to-day is as little disposed to brook insult as 'l\hen Queen Elizabeth 'spat foul scorn on Parma and on Spain.' Another most grave
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c::~.: 'on is involved in the Russian assumption that any Powel:, when it
.0_ "the situation convenient, can of its own mere will renounce Treaty
G Jg
'ons which it has contracted with other Powers. It is this question
...:-.:..- mus form the ground of our appeal to the good faith of Europe;
i. '..i he appeal be made unflinchingly, we will not want powerful allies.
~ y we have proof-if extraneous inducements are necessary to pursue
h£!
a:h of honour-that to take up a bold position would be the wisest
a.;; ':. would certainly be the only creditable course.
Austria, shoved out
('1' G-trmany and out of Italy, is now an Eastern Power; and Austria, the
I -!.; correspondent telegraphs, is ready for an alliance with England and
:2.-: 0 enforce the observance of Treaty obligations upon the Northern
00. ", -.
On the other hand, a timid policy would isolate us for ever,
would be the ruin of whatever influence we possess on the Oontinent,
" e:her moral or material."
o the receipt of Prince Gortschakoft"s circular, a reply was forwarded
·0 ~:. Petersburg by Lord Granville on the part of our Government,
exp -.:-ing deep regret at the action of Russia, and strongly remonstrating
~ . -: it. To this letter no reply has as yet been received, and (at the
- e at which we write) we are thankful to notice that there seems to be
8 dee y-rooted feeling throughout the country against war, and general
ho - of peace. It is stated that Prussia is not so much complicated in
e matter as was at first supposed, and that the news of the policy of
R < has been received with surprise and disfavour in Prussian circles.
e r,iege of Paris still continues, but the bombardment has not yet
00
enced. It is said that the spirit of the German troops round Paris
.- e.xc"€llent, and their health very good, considering the cold damp
weather at this season. Food continues to be plentiful amongst the
Germans, and the market prices in Versailles are not much in excess of
"ha hey were a month ago; whilst the discouragement of the Parisians
.- increasing, and food in Paris is steadily rising in price. The French
army of the Loire has gained one success-defeated a Prussian force
er General Von der Tann, and recaptured Orleans; the French army
could not follow up its victory, and it has been compelled to retreat
u hwards.
The Spaniards have at last obtained a king. They have elected the
D ke d' Aosta by a considerable majority.
The Irish Ohurch seems to be in some measure recovering from the
se,ere blow which was inflicted upon it. The Representative Ohurch
Body, which is to succeed the Orown as trustee of whatever property may
be left to the Ohurch, has been instituted, and is incorporated by Royal
Charter. The mode of electing bishops and appointing ministers has
been determined; the organization of Diocesan and General Synods has
been completed; a Supreme Oourt of Appeal in matters of doctrine has
been constituted, together with a Diocesan Oourt, presided over by the
Bishop, assisted by the Ohancellor, for the hearing of minor matters. An
important question for the Free Ohurch must be that of finance. To
October 1st donations to the Oentral Sustentation Fund to the amount of
a1:oat £300,000 had been received, together with £25,000 of annual
subscriptions. But it is stated that a central fund of £1,000,000 sterling,
together with annual subscriptions of £250,000 a-year, will be require.l
for the future support of the Ohurch. Lord Egremont has generously
gi,en £20,000 to the central fund, the largest donation yet given; and
Sir Arthur Guinness and his brother, who had previously given £24,000,
ha,e given £3,000 in addition towards a fund for the erection of a church
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house for the future sittings of the General Synod. It has also been
agreed that the Representative Body shall open "a special account for
an Episcopal Endowment Fund," and one Churchman in the diocese of
Clogher has already promised £10,000 towards the restoration and reendowment of that suppressed see.
The new Education Bill will soon come into action. It is most desirable that all friends of religious education should pay special attention
to the subject. Under this new Act an enquiry will take place almost
immediately into the amount of public elementary school accommodation
existing in every parish. If the amount does not appear to the Education Department ~o be sufficient, and, if no steps are being taken to
supply the deficiency by voluntary means, the parish will be compelled
to build a sufficient school, and to support it by rate. In these ratesupported schools, it is to be feared little or no religious instruction will
be given; it is, then, of importance that the voluntary schools should be
maintained, and as far as possible at once be made sufficient for the
educational requirements of each parish.
We welcome the appearance of an excellent and thoroughly Evangelical and Protestant paper, the Rock, in a new form.
It is greatly
improved, much enlarged, and forms an admirable family newspaper.
'Ve should like to see it extensively circulated in every part of the kingdom, for it might then do much to counteract the baneful effects of the
poisonous literature which so much abounds on every hand. It is published, under new editorial management, once a week, and at the cheap
rate of one penny.
An excellent man, one widely-known and beloved, has gone to his rest
-Captain Trotter. The following notice of his decease we extract from
the Rock :-" His departure has been sorrowfully anticipated by many
watching friends for some time; and now that he has gone, those who
knew and loved him can but rejoice that he stands at last in the presence
of his long looked-for Lord; and, though they will miss him in many of
their Church gatherings, they will give thanks that he is at rest. He
always appeared to us to stand in a waiting posture, as if at any moment
he might be called to exchange earth for heaven. A firm believer in our
Lord's second coming, he was one who had his loins girded and his lamp
burning, so that at any moment, whether of the world's business or of
home's quietude, he might be found ready. His most intimate friend,
Mr. Pennefather, of Mildmay Park, last week, at the Conference, accurately described his character when he said that, notwithstanding his
brusque and manly exterior, his masculine strength, and in some cases
his decisive and strong self-assertion, he had a heart within him that
could love, 'passing the love of woman.' If he had an object in life
more clearly defined to rum than any other, it was' the truth as it is in
Jesus,' clear to himself, very dear to his own heart; on any occasion he
would, with open Testament, give chapter and verse for "What he thought
to be the truth, and illustrate and enforce it with remarkable clearness
and strong conviction. He was a true lay-helper, and seemed to us to be
what our best laymen in the Church should be-helpers of their minister
in every good direction. In wealthy circumstances, in hourly prayerful
zeal for the good of others, with intellect undimmed, and heart ever
growing, he lived and died. His disease, we learn, was an unusual and
aggravated form of spinal paralysis, for which there was no apparent
cause. Dr. J. Kidd and his other attached mt;dical friends had 'hoped
against hope i' but he was quite resigned."

