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LOOKING AND LONGING.
" Looking fOT tltat blessed hope, and the glorious appeaTing of the gl'eat
God and OUT Saviour JeslIs Olu"ist." -TI'l'uS ii. 13.

BELOYED READER, we return to the subject upon which we commented a little in our last number. May the Holy Ghost be pleased
to be with us, in sweet and blessed manifestation, whilst we again
attempt to touch upon this most precious theme.
And the first thought that strikes us is, how diveTting from all
those painful or anxious surroundings by which we may be encompassed is the attitude or posture of simply" LOOKING UNTO JESUS! "
This is the idea so richly conveyed in the second verse of the twelfth
chapter of Hebrews. It is not a mere looking up, but it is a looking
oft: likewise. Oh, reader, this is a great mercy, when the Lord is not
only pleased to attract but to divert at the same time. Prone as we
are, as poor finite creatures, to be engrossed with care, or bowed
down with weight and pressure of some sort, how blessed it is when
the Lord Himself bids us-and with His biddings enables us-tolook higher I-when He Himself becomes not merely the Subject, but
the Object I Ah, that's it!
What a blessed change-what a marvellous transition-was that
which the disciples experienced whilst on their way to Emmaus, when
" Jesus Himself drew near and went with them." How He, as in a
moment, whilst interrupting their communing together, silenced their"reasoning." Ah, readers, what a pest-what a hateful thing-what
a hindrance-is" the reasoning,>' when left to ourselves, and we begin
-and this we are sure to do-to indulge in our" ifs" and" buts,"
" hows " and" may-be's." Oh, what havoc it makes with the peace,.
the quiet, the calm reposing of the soul upon the precious bosom of
Jesus I-the sweet leaning upon His divine Person, and the resting
in and upon His own immutability and covenant faithfulness!His " I will" and " they shall" !
.
We do not wonder, for a moment, at the after-testimony of thos&
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loved disciples, "Did not OUT heart bUTn within us, while He talked
with us by the way, and while He opened to us the Scriptures?"
The disciples were all attention then, and well they might be. There
was no room for the creature, nor creature feal's, nor Heshly fancies,
nor carnal reasonings. For the time being Jesus was emphatically
" the All in all !" He had silenced them most ofl'ectmtlly with His
" 0 fools, and slow of heart to believe ! "
Reader, have you not fallen under the same loving" remonstrancethe same tender admonition-ten thousand times over? If you have
not, we know one who has.
Again, how great was the contrast between Martha, "cumbered
about much serving," and }\fary, "sitting at the feet of Jesus, and
hearing His word." She knew it was a privileged opportunity-a
season of rare occurrence. Hence, she wished to make the most of
it. She had reason to believe that Jesus would very soon withdraw
Himself. She would have enough to do with" serving tables " then ;
therefore, she would cl1tch all she could whilst she could, in order
that she might have something to lead upon when the time ofjasting
came. Well she knew that, when the Bridegroom was gone, then
would come the time of fasting.
In like manner Jesus was the all-engrossing theme-He the one
Object and Subject-in regard to the man who had so long dwelt
among the tombs. How he forgot a'u-how indifferent was he to
all-whilst Jesus was there, and he was permitted and privileged to
" sit at His feet, clothed, and in his right mind."
Who was it that brought him to his right mind? Jesus! Why
did he lose sight of all other things? Because of Jesus! How was it
even his hOlie and his kindred had no attractions? On account of
Jesus! What was the sum and substance of his desires? That he
might be with Jesus!
Header, what a marvellously diverting and attractive power has
Jesus! He diverts and He draws! He diverts from earth and all
its trumpery! He draws to Himself and all that is heavenly!
Reader, there is a volume in two words, "JESUS ONI,Y ! "
This reminds us of a simple incident. Some years ago, the late
chaplain of the neighboming Arno's Vale Cemerery told us that there
was one tombstone in particular in that large burying-place, where
upwards of forty thousand bodies now lie mouldering, which had
more attraction for him than any other-it was one which contained
those two words, " JESUS ONLY!" The gentleman of whom we have
spoken has just been called away; and about thc time we are writing,
but for personal illness, we should most probably bo following him to
his grave. He had been the incumbent of' an adjoining parish for
some five-and-twenty years; was just our own age. He that, in
his official capacity, must have consigned thousands to the silent
grave, has had now to resign thn,t office to another. This thought
has deeply solemnized our mind since his death, and whilst yet his
silent remains awaited interment. Header-
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1o.nging circumstances, to have tho eye steadfastly looking to and
Jesus!
This brings us to our next thouO'ht-the " looking FOR!" Anti ipating ! Expecting! It is something above and beyond mere hope!
In a certain sense-mark our words, dear reader; we say, in a certain
sense-there is a vagueness, an unoertainty, about hope in the
common acceptation of the t I'm. We hear so much of the
"I hope so," whilst, at the same time, there is not the slightest
ScI'~)tU1'(tl ground for indulging in any such hope. It is a false hope;
it is a delusive hope; it is the hopo 01' the hypocrite, or the mere
empty, world-loving and world-seeking professor, who has never been
a poor, all-but-despairing one, and whom, by grace and powor divine,
the God of hope has raised to a good hope-a hope through grace" a lively hope, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to
an inheritance incorruptible, and uudcfiled, and that fadeth not
away."
'Uiis hope, dear reader, is a totally different thing from that of
which we just now spoke. This is that living 01' lively hope-that
good hope through grace-the special gift of the God of hope, of
which the Apostle speaks, where he says, "For we are saved by hope;
but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth
he yot hope for? But if we hope for that we see not, then do we
with patienco wait for it."
vV' 0 have this hope put before us in, if possible, even stronger terms at
the o1oso of the sixth chapter of the Hobrews, where, if Christ Himself bo not set forth as identically" the hope," it is so made to centre
in Him that it is scarcely possible to separate between the hope itself
and the Object of it. In the fifth chapter of Galatians, and the fifth
verse, Christ is distinctly declared to be " the hope of righteousness; "
and in the first chapter of Colossialls, and fifth verse, He is said to
be " the hope which is laid up for you in heaven." Nothing can be
more distinctive or emphatic. In a word, Christ Himself is the allengrossing, all-absorbing Object and Subject. He is the Fountain,
Source, Spring, Sum and Substance of all. He is the Sun in the
very centre of the vast spiritual hemisphere. Round and about Him
every tiny and twinkling star in the spiritual world revolves. From
Him it draws its light, warmth, and supernatural blessedness.
Moreover, this hope once implanted, is never extinguished. No,
never; blessed be God! And it is wonderful to contemplate its
stability-its renewing's and revivings! Header, we fail to do anything like justice to this most important subject-not merely the
impartation of this hope, but to its maintenance and perpetuity. Nor
does it ever falsifj', deceive, or disappoint. It proves invariably to
pe a gift in ever} 'way aIld in all respects worthy of its divine
Bestower.
, It
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Further, it throws all other hopes and all other prospects into the
shade ! We are often amazed, as we contemplate men buoyed up
from day to day, and led on and on, by some hope or other; stimulated
by a something to toil and strive, bringing all their shrcwdness and
strength to bear upon this something or other which they have in
view. And, when they obtain it, what does it amount to? Ah,
what indeed? Are they satisfied therewith? Nut they imleed. It
was never intended that they should be. In His mysterious,
but all-wise, providence, J ehovah designed that men, as sucb,
should learn this great practical fact that nothing-nothing-notbing
of earth should really satisfy; that naught of' this poor perishing
world should give real satisfaction, and furnish solid contentment.
No, never!
But the dear child of God-the partaker of this "good hope,
through grace "-be he the dweller in a mere cellar, or she the halfoccupant of a back garret, has that which is full of immortality!
Moreover, as this good hope through grace invariably emanates
from Christ, so it centres in Christ! And how sweet it is, beloved,
to trace the operations of this hope from the very first moment it was
implanted in the soul; when it was dropped as a germ into the previously dead and hopeless heart! Oh, how it has been nourished and
cherished from that moment to this! But, mark you, reader, as
already stated, all its. revivings, renewings, refreshings, spring from
Christ; centre in Christ; have Christ for its Object, Christ fm: its
All in all. Hope cries and Faith echoes, •• None but Jesus! none
but J eSllS !" Him first! Him last! Him Alpha and Omega! the
beginning and the end!
And, as the new-born babe turns to the mother's breast, or the lamb
to the dam, so hope turns to Christ! It is a living and an active
principle. As it is never extinguished, so neither is it ever strictly
neutral or dormant. That it may be more or less active, more or
less lively, we grant. Its variations, however, never affect or imperil its existence.
The operations of this hope are greatly influenced by circumstances. It thrives best in trouble and perplexity-amidst losses
and crosses. Its sunny spots and sacred seasons are identified
with its Christ communings. These are treasured; and, in proportion to their vividness and power, stimulate and strengthen to the
" looking for that blessed hope."
Is it not so, deal' reader? When you have had a little of Christa ray of the Sun of Righteousness-a glimpse of the KilJg in His
beauty-oh, have you not, like the horse-leech, cried, " More! more!
more!" Can you forget the glimpse? has that mere ray been
eclipsed? have you ever wholly lost sight of the sensation of the
first enkindling of the hope? " Never! " say you, "never! "
W ell, if these seasons-so sweet, so sacred, so supernatural-- it may
be only once or twice or thrice in a whole lifetime-be such as never
can bl) overlooked, cliHegarded, or forgotten, what will the" glorious
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appearing" be by-and-bye, when He shall come to be" glorified in His
saints, and to be admired in all them that believe" ?
Beloved, we have been lately dwelling somewhat upon this glorious
su~ject.
We will here repeat what we recently stated elsewhere.
If we mistake not, there has been a proneness-at least with some of
us-to substitute the word" with" or " by " for the" in," especially
where it occurs in the second place, causing it to read thus: "When
He shall come to be glorified in His saints, and to be admired with all
them that believe." Now, that this is a truth is beyond all disputation; but we do not think it is intenned as the leading idea here.
He is to come to be "glo'rified IN His saints, and to be admired IN
all them that believe." His glory shall be reflected in them, even
as His image shall be stamped upon them.
With respect to the giving of the law, even at Sinai, nnder the
old dispensation, we read: "And it came to pass, when Moses came
down from Mount Sinai with the two tables of testimony in Moses'
hand, when he came down from the mount, that Moses wist not that
the skin qf Ms face sh.one while He talked with Mm. And when Aaron
and all the children of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his face
shone; and they were afraid to come nigh him." Again, we read, "And.
till Moses had done speaking with them, he put a vail upon his face."
Now, reader, observe the Apostle Paul's comments upon this, in
the third chapter of his second Epistle to the Oorinthians, where he
says: "If the ministration of condemnation be glory, much more
doth the ministration of righteousness exceed in glory. For even that
which was made glorious had no glory in this respect, by reaso~ of
the glory that excelleth. For if that which is done away was
glorious, much more that which remaineth is glorious."
But how faint and imperfect must necessarily be all our thonghts
and conceptions of what this "glorious appearing" shall be! As
aheady stated, the manifestation of the divine glory in connection
with the giving of the law was indescribably great and glorious.
Under it even Moses said, "I exceedingly fear and quake." Nor
can we conceive what the appearance of the Angel of the covenant
from time to time was under the Old Testament dispensation.
J oshna, Manoah, Ezekiel, and Daniel were deeply awed at what they
beheld.
Upon the mount of transfiguration Peter exclaimed,
" Master, it is good to be here; let ns make three tabernacles; one
for Thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias; not knowing what he
said.; The disciples stood at Bethany enwrapped, as it were, in holy
astonishment and admiration, as "they looked steadfastly toward
heaven, as He went np," and" a cloud received Him out of their
.sight." Bnt, beloved, what comparison will all these merely momentary and most partial manifestations bear with His appearing in the
clouds of heaven, when He shall in very deed come "to be glorified
in His saints, and to be admired in all them that believe" ?
Here all thoughts fail to conceive, as well as words to express.
The language of the Apostle may well apply to such a subject; "Eye

638

The Gospel. Magazim.

hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of
man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love Him."
Moreover, where there is the looking /0)' there is the longing after;
and this all grounded upon love! The Spirit-quickened ones-the
sons and daughters of the Lord God Almighty-the heirs of God
and joint-heirs with J eSllS Christ-lool, and long and love!
Oh, how well do we remember two lines which fell under the eye
of a certain young pilgrim, upwards of fifty years ago. He had had
little hints and little helps, spiritually, by 'the way; here and there a
token for good. Now a cloud, then a gleam of sunshine! For a
little season upon the mount, then again in the valley! But, amid
;hese chequered scenes and changing feelings, two lines were presented to his attention-if he mistake not, whilst glancing at a
bookseller's or stationer's window-these were the lines"And they who long my face to see
Are sure my love to gain."

" What!" thought he, "is this longing to see Jesus a token, a
proof, a sign of loving Him? 'I'hen, God knows I have that, for I
do long to behold Him. I do long to see Him as He is. I do long
to be rid of this body of sin and death-this treacherous heart-this
wavering mind. I do long to be with Jesus, and to be freed from all
the temptations of Satan, the corruptions of the flesh, and the
~nsnarements and entanglements of the world."
The same distinguishing and characteristic mark holds good
throughout a life-long pilgrimage. Although prone to be overlooked
by the Lord's dear tried and exercised people, yet, at the same time,
how great a mercy it is to know, personally and experimentally,
what it is to look and to long after Jesus! The woddling-the
Pharisee-the mere formal'or carnal worshipper-has no such looking
or longing. All he says or does-every act of service or formalism
in which he engages-is merely from a sense of ditty, to pacify conscience, to quell fears, and to cherish a vain, a futile, an altogether
unscriptural, ill-grounded, and delusive hope. There is not one
particle of filial love or reverential fear in his sayings and doings.
But oh, how different with the dear child of God ! We repeat, he
looks and longs because he loves; and Ms love is the fruit and effect
of Ohrist'slove. "We love Him because He first loved us."
From the moment that divine life is imparted to the previously
dead soul, love takes possession of that soul likewise; and, in a
greater or less degree, it operates from that time forth and for ever!
Yea, more or less, the language of this living and loving soul is: "As the
hart panteth after the water-brook, so panteth my soul after Thee, 0
God. My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God; when shall I
come and appear before God? "
Herein is another marked and marvellous distinction hetween the
'quickened soul and the unregenerate man; whatever may be the
shrinking from the grave, or the dread of the ordeal of death, there
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Oh, no; the prospeot of the beholding face to faoe Him with whom
by faith they have so long had intercourse and communion; Him
whom they have personally and experimentally known as their
Saviour, their Redeemer, their Daysman, their Leader, their Brother,
their Friend thatsticketh closer than a brother, their Forerunner,
Advocate, and Intercessor before the throne! No, it is not the
thought of meeting Him, and that faoe to face, that gives them
anxiety, or awakens fear or apprehension; by no means. This may
easily be tested. Place before such as we have mentioned-namely, the
timid ones, with respect to the article of death-these two passages;
and, whilst they tremble at the one, mark whether there is any
shrinking from or dread of the other : "Thus saith the Lord, Setthine
house in order; for thou shalt
die, and not live."

"Behold, I show you a mystery : We shall not all sleep, but
we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye,
at the last trump."
Now, from our inmost heart, we believe that, whilst there are thousands of the dear children of God who dread the one, they have no
dread of the other. We are quite prepared to have tllis statement
disputed upon the part of some poor timid and trembling souls. They
may say, at first sight, that this is a standard to which they have
not attained. They may imagine that they have an equal dread of
the one even as the other. Not so: a little thought aud consideration will, if we mistake not, present matters in a totally different
light.
Dear reader, who, think you, was it that spake to you at such al::d
such a time, when you were deeply burdened and filled with dark
and gloomy apprehensions, on account of sin ?-when neither day
nor night had you any solid peace or quiet resting, but were the subject of a thousand dark fears and gloomy forebodings as to what
would be the hapless consequences of sin and transgressio·n? Who
was it, we ask, that quelled your fears, dispelled your gloom, and
raised you to a peaceful hope, and indulged you with a calm reposing
upon Himself? Ah, was it not Jesus? You heard His voice! By
faith you saw Him! His soothing words spoke with comfort and
joy to Yom' inmost soul, possessing you then and there with a peace
which passeth all understanding.
Moreover, has not the self-same Almighty One spoken to you again
and again and again, in trials and sorrows and perplexities; amid
difficulties and dangers; encompassed by troubles and temptations?
Who is it that has soothed you with His "Fear nots"? cheered you
with His smiles? strengthened you with His assuranoes again and
again: "I am with thee; be not dismayed, for I am thy God: I
will strengthen thee: yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee
with the right hand of my righteousness" ? Who, who, we ask, but
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Jesus? What! and afraid to meet Him.2 shrinking from seeing Him .2
That be far from thee, beloved! What! tremble at the thought of
seeing" no more as through a glass darkly, but face to face," Him
of whom you have said, but much more frequently thought, "I
know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to
keep that which I have committed unto Him against that day"?
Him to whom you have thousands upon thousands of times appealed,
" Whom have I in heaven but Thee? and there is none upon earth
that I desire in comparison with Thee" ?
Dear reader, we believe that the closer your inquiries upon this
subject, and the more thoroughly you investigate it, the more clearly
you will discover that it is only the poor flesh that shrinks from the
article of death. It is, as we have lately remarked somewhere, from
what has well been called "the paraphernalia of death" you
recoil-the long, dark, gloomy shadows which betoken it. The days
of pain and the nights of watching. The evening cries, "vVould
God it were morning!" and the morning exclamations, "vVould God
it were evening!" Oh, the suddenness! the blessedness of the
suddenness! 'l'hat enviable" in a moment!·, "in the twinkling of an
eye!" Blessed! most blessed! What is there to fear? ·What !
Jesus, my Lord, my Life, my Light, my Brother, my Friend, my
everlasting Portion, my All in all, coming-at the doors-and I
hesitate; draw back; wish to postpone the meeting and the greeting;
anxious that He should delay His coming? Nay, nay! Welcome,
most welcome, the tidings, "The Master is come, and calleth for
thee! "
Forbid it, blessed Lord, that we should halt or hesitate! Gladly,
joyfully-yea, most thankfully-would we go out to meet Thee and
to greet 1'hee, as both Martha and Mary did. Rather than have
Thee longer delay Thy coming, we would say: "Why tarry His
chariot wheels?" "Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly! "
" We long, dearest Lord, in Thy beauties to shine;
No more as poor exiles in sorrow to pine;
But in Thy fair image arise from the tomb,
With glorified millions to praise Thee at home."

Beloved, whether the summons at last be sudden or prolonged, of
this we are thoroughly persuaded, you will be satisfied and well
pleased either way. Moreover, we are at a point about this: that
the Lord will, so to speak, adapt or accommodate Himself to the
state or condition of mind in which you may be found-or rather,
into which He has brought you. In other words, He will just mould
you or meeten you into what is His purpose or pleasure concerning
you. By a seemingly imperceptible but most effectual process, He
will bring you into a oneness of mind with Himself, so that, whatever His will or pleasure concerning you, whether you are to pass
away suddenly or leisurely, you will be brought, sooner or later, to
say, "Not my will, Lord, but Thine be done." And be assured
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that tho more we can dwell upon this, rather than upon death or
dying, in the abstraot or the details, the more peaoeful and happy
and contented we shall be. The Lord, of His great mercy, enable us
to say, "When, where, how I am to die, I know not, but my Lord
does; and, come when, where, or how it may, He has pledged Himself to be present, for He hath said-adored be His name 1-' When
thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through
the rivers, they shall not overflow thee; when thou walkest through
the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle
upon thee.' " Moreover, He hath said, "Lo, I am with you alway,
even unto the end."
Once more, dear reader, we must lay down our pen. In doing so,
the date reminds us that this very day thirty-one years ago we were
first on our way to Ireland, experiencing an unutterable peace, satisfaction, and blessedness throughout that never-to-be-forgotten journey,
when going a perfect stranger into a strange land; but, ah 1 we had
HIS warrant, HIS commission, HIS marching orders, and that in a
three-fold sense-" Oertainly I will be with thee;" " I have set before
thee an open door, and no man can shut it;" "Have I not commanded thee? " These were the three portions which the Lord, at
three separate intervals, gave us with respect to our going to the
sister-land. What shall we say in the review? Oh, could the fact
have been whispered into our ear when, this day thirty-one years
ago, we alighted at the station, within a few minutes' walk of the
house where we now write, that, within view of that station, after all
'[he Lord had been to us and done for us in Ireland, a noble house
for the Lord should be erected, large schools and (last of all) a dwelling-house for that then fearing and doubting and trembling oneah, what should we have said? Without doubt, we shonld have
exclaimed, " Impossible! impossible! it can never be." Yet so it
is. But where the corresponding gratitude and trust? Ah, where
indeed? And this is our grief, this our burden, that, in the face of
all the Lord has been and all the Lord has done, we can. trust Him
so little. "What," say some, " and do you doubt? do you fear?"
Aye, to our shame be it spoken, we do. It seems to us, never more
so. We have had of late an amount of darkness and dread that
defies language to express. Our night-seasons especially have been
seasons of " strong crying and tears." We do not know that the
mental inquiry in our poor forgetful heart was ever more emphatic
than of late it has been-" Can God do this?" and" Can God do
the other? " Adored be His name, that what passed between Him
and Moses, as given in the eleventh of Numbers, was ever left upon
record.
St. Lul,e's, Beclminster, Nov. 5, 1877.
THE EDITOR.
THE heart is the greatest impostor; it will be ready to put one off with
*leeming grace, instead of saving grace. The heart will persuade us that
a slight tear is repentance-a lazy desire is faith.
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WAITING AND LONGING.;"

[Since the foregoing was written, the annexed very appropriate lines have been placed
in our hand. We gladly insert them.-ED.]

WAIrING, quietly waiting!
Close by the river's side;
Amidst the hush of the evening,
Watching the gentle tide.
With the noise and strife behind me,
And the heavenly rest before;
Can you wonder,! long to enter,
And reach the summer shore?
Waiting, only waiting,
Till the M~\ster deems it right
To call me home to His presence,
From the shadows to the light;
Stoke Bishop.

And as I wait for the summons,
My Saviour whispers to me,
As I watch by the silent river,
"I will come rnyself for thee."
So, wn.iting, peacefully waiting,
Near to the river's side;
With the hush ofJhe golden evening,
Resting upon the tide.
Withthe light of the coming morning,
And the F,tther's house before,
Can you wonder I long to enter,
And reach that bappy shore?
ELIZABETII AYTON GODWlN.

GOD IS "LOVE.
TIIERE ar6 two verses in Scripture-one in the Old Testament, and the
other in the New-which, if read together, will show mOl'S of tho love of
God, in its antiquity and eternity, ,in all its bearingfl through time and
eternity, than all the wisdom of men, in all ages of the world, can come
up to in description, if they were to unite together to furnish volumes for
this purpose. The first is J er. xxxi. 3: "The Lord hath appeared of old
unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love;
therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee:" or, as the margin
renders i.t, "therefore have I extended lovingkindness unto thee." Here
we have God Himself declaring that His love to the Church bath been
from everlasting; that is, as God Himself, for His love, as is Himself, is
from everlasting. No space could have been before either; for in that
case it could not be said to have been from everlasting; so that God
Himself, and His love to the Church, are expressed by the same words,
" from everlasting." The second verse is in Eph. ii. 7: "That in the ages
to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness
toward us through Jesus Christ." Here we have declared the ultimate
object of that love; and which proves that, as it began from everlasting,
so it hath run through, and still continues to run through, the whole timestate of the Church to everlasting; like rivers arising out of the ocean and
running back into it again, everlastingly connected, and for ever flowing.
By uniting these glorious Scriptures in one view, they form a complete
circle, to show that God's love to the Church in Christ from everlasting
hath been one and the same; and His first design and last execution is to
show forth that love-or, as it is here called, "the exceeding riches of His
grace "-in that glory resulting from that love into which the Church is
to be brought, and continue in everlastingly. 'Veil might the Apostle
say, "Herein is love; " for all other, in comparison, is nothing.
ROBERT HAWKER, D,D.
• To be had, price 3d. per dozen; Is. 6d. per 100, of W. Mack, 38, Park Street,
Bristol; or 4, Paternoster Square, London.
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DIPPINGS INTO' THE BOOK OF JON All.
Therejore now, 0 Lord, take, I beseech Thee, my life from me .. for it t8
better for me to die than to live." -JONAH i v. 3.
MANY of us, amidst the pressure of earthly care, and the incessant round
of imperative duties in connection with our lot in life, have little time for
careful study of the Word of God or private meditation. We wish we
had. We crave it and desire it; but we have not, and it cannot be helped;
so that our knowledge of the Word, and realization of its truths, rather
takes the Iorm of clippings, glances, glimpses, snatches, which are, nevertheless, very precious when accompanied by the bedewing power of the
Holy Ghost.
I think I have hearu our beloved Editor say that some of his best
seasons have been "while treading the busy streets of 'the great
metropolis." Ah! the Lord can and will hless His own, when and where
He pleases; and it is the greatest consolation for us frequently to remember that, while down here toiling for the bread that perisheth, He is
feeding us with the bread that perisheth not, and causing us to realize, like
Himself, that "man shall not live by bread alone, but by every wor(l
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God."
But, speaking of "dippings," it is just with this desire that we always
carry with us wherever we go a portion of the SC1'iptures, and this precious companion has made many a journey pleasant, and filled our" note
book" with jottings for the family of God, which, somehow or other, He
seems to have wonderfully owned and blest. The glory must be all His,
for certainly such work is entirely His own.
One of the portio us of the Word we have recently carried with us
is the cook of Jonah, and, withont time for study, we just purpose, dear
reader, simply to give you the result of our dippings into that experimental bO-l],:. You must have them just as we got them, with all the
interruptions one is subject to, for it is now a crumb, then a care; now
" a lappe!' of water," then again to the battle of life; now a moment
of communion, anon many hours of conflict. So we go on, and no doubt
shall do to the cnd. Well, it is "better to wear out than rust out."
But to our" DIPPINGS." God grant they may be accompanied with HIS
DROPPINGS. Do you not think, dear reader, that the Lord brings
us into such states of experience, as that different parts of His holy Word
become specially suitable to us, and the experiences of the prophets and
saints of old seem to fit into our own, and then there springs from. such
the blessings from on high which they realizea, and which, applied by
the Spirit, we feel are ours as well as theirs? It is so as we are drawn
to the book of Jonah. It is made applicable because of the discipline
and divine laadings; and, therefore, we take it not up as "a tale that is
told," but as the Word of God that is clothed with power, and dovetails
into our experience. In this, as in many other ways, we see the value of
the Word of God and the preciousness of the Scriptures. The best
argument as to their truth and authenticity is, "I KNOW AND HAVE FELT
THEM PRECIOUS TO MY SOUL."
But to our book of Jonah. Jonah's ·name signifies" A DOVE." This
shows us that the names given to children by their Hebrew parents
c.
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were not always of importance. Jonah was anything but a dovelike character-nay, much more manifesting the conduct of the
raven. Yet it is significant that our Lord calls His Church, "His
dove," although she ~s anything but dove-like in her departures of
heart from the Lord. Jonah is commonly called "THE DISOBEDIENT
'PROPHET," but do not be too hard upon him, reader; look within.
How
should we like to be sent to a place seven hundred miles away from one's
home, and that, too, not to one's kindred, but to teeming thousands of
heathen, "whose wickedness had come up before the Lord"? How, we
repeat, should we like to take a journey contrary to our feelings and
desires, and that, too, not to preach the Gospel, but to declare God's
judgment concerning the people ? Would not flesh and blood recoil?
Have we never been peevish and irritable because the Lord would not
let us have our own way? Well does the writer remember one time in
his career, when a door was opened in providence, but it did not suit his
temper to pass through it, and he tore up the letter of invitation and
threw it ill the fire, exclaiming, "No, I will not go there." Yet the
Lord made him, and, moreover, kept him in that spot for nine years-years
which were pregnant with significance in his life's history-so, reader, let
us not be too hard upon poor Jonah for shrinking from that which was
repugnant to flesh and blood. We may well remember our Lord's words
to His disciples concerning the woman: "He that is without sin among
you. let him cast a stone at her."
Well, Jonah had a momentous voyage; and, in consequence of his
rebellion, had a rough time of it, the details of which are familiar to
every Bible reader. "They cast bim into the sea." He became thus
the substitnte, and his comrades were saved. May we not take this as
foreshadowing of the divine Substitute, who Himself suffered that His
people might be saved? But more about this presently.
During his perilous voyage weakness manifested itself-he slept
in the hour of peril. Yet methinks with all the children of God he
could say, "I sleep, but my heart waketh;" and that he was not
insensible to divine things. Notice, he told the amazed and alarmed
mariners that" he feared the Lord God of heaven, who made the sea and
the dry land." Ab! after all, the child of God has a tender conscience,
and, wherever he is, he does fear the Lord God, and this is a very precious
evidence of his heirship. He acknowledged also that "the Lord had
chastened him." Oh, it is well when we can feel that what we are
called to endure is the chastening of the Lord, which He knows is
necessary to bring His wayward child to humility of soul.
Well, for some time the mariners hesitated to cast J onah into the sea,
even though the lot had fallen upon him; yet at his repeated request they
did so. "Now the Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah,
and Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights."
Various speculations have been put forth as to the size of the whale,
and the impossibility of such receiving a human body through its
gullet-some, indeed, arguing that it was another species of fish, and
not a whale. We can well afford to banish all such speculations,
and rest upon the assurance of the Scriptures "THAT THE LORD HAD
PREPARED A GREAT FISH to swallow Jonah;" and we may be sure that
whatever instrument to effect His purpose the Lord prepares will be a
suitable and effective one. The Lord prepared l"erpents and frogs, &c.,
as judgments to punish Pharaoh, and so now He had but to command,

The Gospel lv.[agazine.

645

and the creature adapted for the purpose was made and rearly at His
bidding. Oh, how short-sighted are poor mortal men! 'What shallow
comprehensions they have of the infinite power of J ehovah, "who doeth
as seemeth Him good in the armies of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth"! 11 THE LORD PREPARED TilE FISH," and that is
sufficient for us. He is the Oreatol' of all things, and at His bidding
they are and must be.
And, now that J onah is engulped by the fish, 11 All is over" would say
the world and the enemies of Ohrist, as they saw him disappear amidst
. the crested waves-" hid in the bosom of the black abyss "-but such
have not learned the secret, " Though I fall, I shall rise again." " Yea,
in all these thing-s we are more than conquerors, through Him who
hath loved us." Unfathomably deep our sorrows may appear to be in
felt experience, nevertheless, we can never go so deep as that the everlasting arms of love and mercy cannot reach and sustain us. Indeed, it
is very certain that the Lord permits us to go into such" depths," that
we may the more fully feel that His omnipotency does sustain us,
and nothing else. Still it is no light matter to sink into the depths.
How J onah, as he went down, down, down, to the very bed of the ocean,
must have felt none but the Lord could deliver. Hence it was that" out
of the depths he cried unto the Lord," and said, "For Thou hadst cast
me into the deep, in the midst of the seas; and the floods compassed me
about; all Thy billows and Thy waves passed over me." Was it any
wonder that he thought himself cast out of God's sight? Yet is there
that HALLOWED CLINGING so well-known to every tried and tempted child
of God in his extremity: "Yet will I look again towards Thy holy
temple." Surely that looking again is conclusive evidence that, with all
the frailty of the creature, the heart is right before God, and that the
child is a child still, although a naughty and disobedient one.
But in the language afterwards used by Jonah, there always seems to
uprise before one a greater than J ouah, even Jesus; as for instance: "I
went down to the bottoms Gf the monntains; the earth with her bars was
about me for ever; yet hast Thou brought up my life fwm corruption,
Lord my God," &c. Not that we eau think of Jonah in his person and
character as A TYPE OF JESUS, for in this respect nothing could be more
dissimilar-the former disobedient to God's command, and manifesting
l'ebellion of heart and a violent temper; the latter, even Jesus, obedien~
to His Father's will in every particular, and the patient Lamb, ever submissive, enduring, and lovely. Still, in what Jonah passed through, in
the way of discipline and dealing, there is a striking analogy; as, for
instance, in his becoming a substitute for others that they might be saved,
which we have already referred to. " Take me up and cast me into the
sea, so shall the sea be calm unto you." Again, in his being three days
and three nights in the belly of the fish, concerning which we are safeto consider him a type, because the Scriptures refer to him as such: "Fall
as J onas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly, so shall
the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth."
Again, in his being brought Ollt of the depths to exaltation; and then
in his declaration, "Salvation is of the Lord "-our blessed Redeomer
declaring on the cross, "It is finished!" thereby testifying to the same
great truth. I pity from my heart the man who thinks part of the work
of salvation rests with himself. He may think so in the shallows; he
cannot in the depths. Reader, we may thank God, then, that He has
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led us into depths that have taught us the utter helplessness of man and
the complete omnipotency of God.
But a word or two more about those" depths." Oh! what PITS OF
DEATH are the depths the Lord leads us into or permits us to enter-such
depths that death seems written upOn portion and promise, hopes and
joys! Where is self-sufficiency then? Whero THE IlOASTED GltEATNESS
OF THE CREATURE, when the Lord brings His servant to the depths of soul
abasement and perfect emptiness? Where are then OUlt NESTS OF COMFORT, which we had lined with such care, looking forward to many a
moment of ease? Verily torn to pieces, and the wool of comfort cast to
the winds. Where is then OUR STRENGTH IN DIVINE THINGS-the mountain
that seemed to stand so strong? Verily" brought to nought." Where
then THE PRECIOUS PROMISES applied with such sweetne~s and power?
Death seems written on them all. vVhere is the prayer of polished sentences and careful wording? Verily we cannot pray, but only cry. If
we ever had any gift in prayer, it has given place to "groanings which
cannot be uttered." Ah! is it not so, dear reader?
The child of God is driven into positions that he can ONLY CRY; and
even then it seems as if the very heavens were encrusted over his head
that the cry cannot penetrate, but it is not so. "Out of the depths I cried
unto the Lord, and He heard me." Yes," He heard me." But even suppose He hears, but does not answer according to our wishes; nevertheless,
we have before the throne the divine Intercessor, who, after all, offers for
us the best prayers, makes the best Pleader, and" ever lives to make intercession for us;" and this is what we want to feel more and more, that He
is pleading there for us. All the storms of life cannot touch the blessings
which are in Christ; they are above, and He sits above the waterfiood.
Oh, for the eye of faith to see Rim there for us!
"To take a glimpse within the veil,
To know that God is mine,

1

Are springs of joy that never fail,
Unspeakable, divine."

He pleads for us, when we cannot pray for ourselves.
And then, Jonah-like, all the children of God have to be brought
thoroughly down to learn that important truth, "SALVATION IS OF THE
LORD." It is so with regard to the scheme of salvation, perfect in all its
parts and wondrously wrought. It is so in connection with every
extremity. It is the Lord who alone can deliver. How often are
we driven to feel this-that vain is the help of man at such
times. It must be the Lord alone to deliver; man is perfect weakness. How precious did those words seem to the writer the other
day in felt experience, "Save me, 0 God, by Thy name, and judge me by
Thy strengtl, "-not mine, which is nowhere--but judge me as I stand in
Thy strength, which is almighty, and which is extended to me and ever
put forth on my behalf. I am perfect weakness; Thou art perfect
strength. "Judge me by Thy strength."
Well, after being three days and three nights in the depths-which
must, methinks, have appeared to J onah as so many months-the Lord,
at the set time, appears for His servant, and dolivel'S him from his perilous
position. And now, again, the Lord takes hili in hand. Oh, is it not
surprising that the Lord should still, after all, work by His unworthy servant, and that, too, wonderfully and successfully, making his preaching to
the Ninevites result in their repentance? Could it have,been thought
harsh on the part of the Lord if He had put His unworthy servant aside,
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and saiu, "You closed your mouth when I bade you speak in my name,
and now I will close it at my pleasure"? But no, He bears and forbears.
He is a God of longsuffering and tender mercy. Ah! reader, why does
He boar with us by the way, and that, too, time after time? "Surely it is
of His grace and mercy that we are p-ot consumed."
.
Well, of course, Jonah will now be 'YilliBg just to be led by the Lord,
and know no will but His. He has been delivered from such imminent
peril, the result of his own rebellion and opposition to God's command,
that he will henceforth be nothing and let the Lord be everything. Alas!
alas! far otherwise. Through Jonah's preaching the Ninevites believed
God, proclaimed a fast, and put on sackclcth, &c. Surely now the heart
of J onali will rejoice.
It was a saying of an old divine, that God's people are never so happy
as when they hear one and another crying out, " What must I do to be
saved?" I am S11re all true Ohristians rejoice when those whom the
Lord has determined to save are brought to the feet of Jesus, and in such
rejoicing' they but catch the spirit ofthe angels in heaven; but here was
Jonah angry. "God saw the works of the Ninevites, that they turned
from their evil way; and God repented of the evil that He had said He
wonld do unto them; and He did it not. And this displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry." Possibly his feeling' was one of entire
selfishness. He thought the people would. ridicule him because his pro11hecy was not fulfilled, forgetful of the higher advantages that result in
the Lord sparing the people, and he was angry with God. Solemn,
solemn indeed-angry with God and yet spared! Note, reader, his words:
"'fherefore now, 0 Lord, take, I beseech Thee, my life from me, for it
is better for me to die than to live." Strong language this, and said by
one who has received such marked deliverance, and aclmowledged that
"salvation is of the Lord," and who has been again directed to work in
His vineyard.
Yet again we would say, do not be too hard upon poor Jonab. Is
there no reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE that has ever in the spirit of
peevishness said, ," It is better for me to die than to live?' Life with all its
trials is so burdensome. What is the use of living when God seems to
cross my purposes, and subject me to a hard line of things?" Ah! Ohristian, stay thy hard thoughts of God. Thou wilt yet praise Him for all
that is past, anu. through which you are passing. What thou knowest not
now thou wilt hereafter. All will be cleared up, and there will glitter out
of all the dark troubles those pearly words, "GOD IS LOVE."
In sweet tenderness, it seemed, the Lord said, "Doest thou well to be
angry?" And the Lord God prepared a gourd, and made it come oyer
the head of His peevish servant, that it might be a shl,tdow over him to
deliver him from his grief; 20 Jonah, when he had something flesh-pleasing, was exceeding glad. "But God prepared a worm when the morning
rose the next day, and it smote the gourd that it withered." Ah! after
all, pleasant a's our earthly delights are, they but give temporary relief;
they soon wither and die. We need an abiding refuge, and we bave
it only in Ohrist. He only is " an hiding-place from the wind, and a covert
from the tempest; as rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a
great rock in a weary land." Well, J onah's gourd withered. Again is he
angry with God, telling Him death is preferable to life; and the narrative
of his bistory leaves him the same rebellious servant of God. Surely, such
facts teach us-·
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First, that even with the choicest saints THE OLD NATURE IS THE OLD
NATURE STILL, and, if crossed in its purpose, soon shows itself to be so ; and
he who thinks it is so greatly improved as to be trusted will find out his
error. John Newton, in one of his truthful hymns, describes that" once he
thought his mountain strong," and so "firmly fixed" that nothing could
move him. Old Christians who looked on bade him" beware," for, sooner
or later, he would find out the old nature, and experience a change; and
alas! he found it to be too true, so that he was compelled to acknowledge" Little then myself I knew;
Little thought of Satan's power;
Now I find their words were true;
Now I feel the stOTmy hour:
Sin has put my joys to flight,
Sin has changed my .;lay to night."
So is all boasting knocked out of the Christian, and he feels he cannot
depend upon the creature; indeed, he cannot depend upon anything but
J esu's love anti grace.
Again, we learn that the children of God need to go FATHOMS DEEP to
discipline them for an eternal world. Free-willers may dabble in the
shallows of creature merit and doings, but those who drink of the glories
of free grace must go into the depths to get their experiences, and
especially those who, from their temper and temperament, want a great
deal of emptying and taking down. Such have need of an experience
that will bring them to nothingness. As Olie sings"The storm increased on every side,
And soon, with Peter, loud I cried,
I felt my spirit shrink;
'Lord, save me, or I sink! ,,,
But the hand of Jesus, oh, how it is valued when outstretched just in the
time of need! Ah ! reader, that hand and that arm will never fail thee.
True, there is so much that the Christian passes through ere he reaches
heaven, that causes him to become pierced deep with many a pang; yet,
'WIth it all, he is brought to !:lay and to feel"Kind, loving is the hand that strikes,
However keen the smart,
If sorrow's discipline can chase
One evil from my heart."
The hand that strikes is the hand that saves.
Further, we learn that the Lord NEVER LEAVES NOR :FORSAKES HIS
PEOPLE, whatever depths they go into or affiictions they pass through.
His eye is upon them for good, while there is on their part a hallowed
clinging to, and remembrance of, the Lord, however deep they may have
to go. "I sacd, I am cast out of Thy presence, yet will I look again
towards Thy holy temple." Yes, I must look again. "To whom else can
I go? Thou hast the words of eternal life. " And I do remember Thee,
dear Lord. Ah! can I ever forget past mercies and wondrous deliverances, together with those moments of communion, when I did feel, "My
Beloved is mine and I am His" ?
Again, we learn that, with all their weakness and rebellion, the Lord
STILL CONDESCENDS TO USE THEM FOR HIS GLOl~Y. Oh, it is wonderful that
He bears with His wayward servants, and still blesses them and makes
them a blessing! He could work without means if He pleased; but no,
it pleases Him to use the most unworthy of His children to bring glory
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to His name. Deal' reaJer, are you not, with us, feeling that it is all of
.grace that He bears with and uses H., ?
Lastly, we learn that OUR PLEASANT GOURDS HIDZ OUR G)D FROl[ OUR
SIGilT, TIIEREFORE HE PLACES A WORll AT TIlE 1'001' OF TIIEll, but that
it is no light matter to have to endure that" worm a.t the roat; " so that,
if disposed to be hard upon poor J onah for his pHevishness, anger, and
rebellion, although we would not justify such cauduct for a moment, let
us look within-let us be ourselves in similar circumstances-and then,
methinks, we should find that we are not one whit better than Jonah.
No; the only pel'fect man that everlived was the God-man, Christ Jesu Q •
Dear reader, do theso things fit into your experience? Are you in
"THE DEPTHS"? Does it seem that you are shut up from the Lord?
Oh, belie,e me, yoU: are not shut out from His presence; and you must
acknowledge with us thal:, if nothing else, there is still a clinging to Him
and a remembrauce of Him. Ah! and is it not the case that, with all the
gloom, sometimes a bubbling pa~sage bursts through the laden leaden
-care, and welling out into hope's prospect, brings the peaceful assurance:
" I shall soou reach home, where sorrow will be unknown and J esu ~ All in
all. These restless cares-these busy, bustling days of life-will all b'il
'over, and I shall be at rest with Him." This is no dream or airy vision,
friend; it is the substantial hope of the child of God, which shall not be
disappointed. Oh, let us, then, bear up a while till the world's war is
over with us, I1,nd we lay down the weapons of our warfare and tltke the
·conqueror's crown.
" Thrmgh rough and thorny be our road,
le leads us home apace to God;
Then let us count our trials small,
For he:1Vcn will make amends for all."

IJerby.

G. C.

PRAISE AND PRAYER.
" They shaU pmise the LOl'd that seek Him."-PdALM xxii. 26.
l\fOURNING sinner, dost thou seek
Jesus pities-Jesus lovesJesus Christ, the Son of God?
Thol1gh awhile He seem to frown;
'Wouldst thou wash thy crimson stains
Thou ltrt fearing death and hell,
In the fountain of His blood?
But He has for thee a crOWn.
Wouldst thon lay thy burden down
Yes, prepared even for thee
At the foot of Cal Vitl-y'S cross?
Is a Cl'own and mansion fair'
W ouldst thou for Christ's precious Thou wilt strike a golden harp:
blood
Thou the spotless robe shall wear.
Count all earthly treaaure loss?
In His own appointed time
DQes the though t of death affright?
He, whose mercy thou dost seek,
Fearest thon the judgment seat?
Will, in tones of tender love,
In Christ's robe of righteousness,
To thy heart thy pardon speak.
Longest than to stltnd complete?
Fear thou not to plead for grace;
W lttch and wrestle, wait and hope,
Jesus will not say thee nay;
'rhough the answer tatTy long;
Never was a begging soul
""Veeping may endure a night,"
From His presence cast awlty.
But will end in joyf111 song.
Here on earth to Christ our King,
Svon tby grateful praise may rise;
And it shall in sweeter notes,
In the realms aboye the skies.
ISA.
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A VISIT TO BROAD HEMBURY.
LEAVING Yeovil by an early train on the following morning, my friend
and I took tickets for Oollumpton, intending, as I had done upon a former
occasion, hiring a conveyance for our visit to Broad Hembury, Fen
Ottery, and Harpford. Upon reaching Tiverton Junction, however, we
found that the train by which we had travelled would n9t stop at 001lumpton. If we waited for the next train, we should lose a couple of
hours; and, if we posted from the present place, we should have 0. journey
of forty miles by common road. This we felt was impracticable. Hence
we resolved to have an early dinner, and, upon the present occasion, visit
Broad Hembury only, l:eserving Fen OLtery and Harpford for a future
occasion, the Lord permitting.
From the Tiverton Junction, Broad Hembury lies between seven and
eight miles. Although there had been rain, and the weather was still
threatening, we stepped into an open waggonette, and were driven
through those beautiful Devonshire lanes at a capital pace. Blessed
TOPLADY and his former personal familiarity with all those localities
became our theme. This verse and that verse from one and another of
his inimitable hymns was quoted by each in turn. I only regret now
that we had not struck up a tune, and made the very hedgerows resound
with the praises of our God, in the language suggested by our once
fellow-labouring but now glorified brother; yea, one feels now that we
ought to have striven to make the very hills which TOPLAUY'S feet had
trodden to have echoed and re-echoed with notes of praise and thanksgiving to the language which we merely repeated"Kind Author and Ground of my hope,
Thee, Thee for my God I avow;
My glad Ehenezer set up,
And own Thou hast helped me
till now.

" I muse on the years that are past,
Wherein my defence Thou hast
proved;
Nor wilt Thou ahandon at last
A sinner so signally loved."

My dear friend took up the next verse, and went on" Inspirer and Hearer of prayer,
Thou Feeder and Guardian of
Thine,
My all to Thy C0venant care
I, sleeping and waking, resign;
If Thou art my Shield and my Sun,
The night is no darkness to me,
And fast as my moments 1'O1l on,
They brinO' me but nearer to Thee.
b

" Thy ministering spirits descend
To watch while Thy saints are
asl€ep;
By day and by night they attend,
The heirs of salvation to keep.

Bright seraphs, despatched from the
throne,
Repair to the stations assigned;
And angels elect are sent down
To guard the elect of mankind.
"
..
Thy W?rShlp no ~nte~'val knows,
Their ~ervour IS still on the Wlllg;
And, while they protect my reJ;l0se,
They chant to the praise of my
King.
I, too, at the season ordained,
Their chorus for ever will join,
And love and adore without end
Their faithful Creator and mine."

Oh, the falness and the blessedness which these precious songs of Zion
contain! As my friend said, without doubt many of them were composed in the very lanes through which we were passing; and the rehearsal
of them seemed to fill the very air with a supernatural meloc1y.
If I may mention my own state of mind at the time, here it is-far
botter said by TOPLADY himself than I could express it-
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" Happy the souls released from fear,
And safely landed there!
Some of the shilling number once I knew,
And travelled with them here:
Nay, some, my elder brethren now,
Set later out for heaven, my junior saints below:
Long after me they heard the eaU of grace
Which waked them into righteousness:.i
How they have got beyond!
Cbuverted last, yet first with glory crowned!
Little, once, I thought that these
Would first the summit gain,
And leave me far behind, slow journeying through the plain.
"Loved while on earth! not less beloved, though gone!
Think not I envy you your crown:
No! if I could, I would not call you down!
Though slower is my pace,
'1'0 you I'll follow on,
Leaning on Jesus all the way;
Who, now and then, lets fall a ray
Of comfort from His throne:
The shinings of His grace
Soften my passag-e through this wilderness;
And vines, nectareous, spring where briers grew:
The sweet unveilings of His face
Make me, at times, near half as blest as you!
Oh! might His beauty feast my ravished eyes,
His gladdening presence ever stay,
And cheer me all my journey through!
But soon the clouds return; my triumph dies;
Damp vapours from the valley rise,
And hide the hill of Zion from my view.
" Spirit of Light! thrice holy Dove!
Brighten my sense of interest in that love
Which knew no birth, and nevel' shall expire!
Electing goodness, firm and free,
My whole salvation hangs on thee,
Eldest and fairest daughter of eternity!
Redemption, grace, and glory, too,
Our bliss above, and hopes below,
From hel', their parent fountain, flow.
Ah! tell me, Lord, that Thou hast chosen me !
Thou, who hast kindled my intense desire,
Fulfil the wish Thy influence did inspire,
And let me my election know!
Then, when Thy summons bids me come up higher,
Well pleased I shall from life retire,
And join the burning hosts, beheld at distance now!
Equally expressive are his lines headed" Affliction." They are so full
and so precious-yea, so exactly to the point-that I cannot forbear
quoting them. I do so the more earnestly and gratefully, in consequence
of the knowledge with which we are furnished by TOPLADY'S biographers
of the blessed and the speedy issue of all his varied exercises and experiences. Notwithstanding the conflicts and the doubts and apprehensions
with which this eminent servant of God was at times beset, yet we read
that, for the last eighteen months or two years of his life, scarcely a cloud
2 A 2
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came over him. His peace flowed like a river. Ris joy-yea, at times
his transport-was almost more than his poor frail body could bear. lIe
was compelled, as it were, to entreat the Lord to bold His hand, for the
frail veesel was full, and that to overflowing! He stood, in feeling and
enjoyment, upon the very tbreshold of heaven, waiting-waiting-fol
tbe summons; and, as he waited, be most blessedly realized the truth of
his own words"If such tbe sweetness of the stream,
What must the Fountain be,
vVhere saints and angels draw their bliss
Immediately from 'l'hee P"
Thrice-happy man! oh, privileged saint! oh, highly-favoured and
signally-gifted servant of the Most High God! would that it might please
Him that thy mantle should fall upon many of His ministers now, in the
critical, man-exalting, Christ-dishonouring, and truth-despising age in
which we live! The lines just now referred to run as fo11ows"Encompassed with clouds of distress,
Just ready all hope to re3ign,
I pant for the light of Thy face,
And feur it will never be mine!
Disheartened with waiting so long,
I sink at 'l'hy feet with my load;
All plainti"e I pour out my song,
And stretch forth my hands unto
God.
"Shine, Lord, and my terror shall
cease;
The blood of atonement apply,
And lead me to Jesus for peace,
The Rock that is higber than I:
Speak, Saviour, for sweet is Thy
voice;
Thy presence is fair to behold;
I thirst for Thy Spirit with cries
And groanings that cannot be
told.

" If sometimes I strive as I mourn,
My bold of Thy promise to keep,
The billows most fiercely return,
And plunge me again in the
deep;
While harassed and cast from Thy
sight,
Tbe tempter suggests wiLh a roar,
'The Lord hath fori'aken thee quite;
Thy God will be gracious no
more.'

" Yet, Lord, if Thy love hath designed
No ccvenant bles8ing for me,
Ab, tell me, how is it I find
Some sweetness in waiting for
Thee P
Almighty to rescue Thou art,
Thy grace is my only resource;
If ere Thou art Lord of my heart,
Thy Spirit must take it by
force."

At length we came in sight of the village of Broad Hembury. It lies
Eomewhat in a hollow, but not nearly so much so as the church of Fen
Ottery, which, from my recollections of my former visit, is so obscurely
situated that you are within a few paces of the church ere you are aware
of its being there at all. Not so Broad Hembury,! whose fine tower
attracts the traveller's attention as soon as he passes the crest of the hill
leading down to the village, upon entering which he passes over a
narrow but clear stream of water.
Upon arriving at the entrance of the churchyard, and making a few
inquiries of Gne of the villagers, we ascertained that the vicar was at
home, which was not the case when I formerly visited the locality. We
accordingly went at once to the vicarage, wlfere we were most cordially
received by the present incumbent, who, in the promptest manner, complied with our request that we might be allowed to see the parish register.
We were at once conducted to the study, where the vicar opened his iron
chest, and, taking therefrQm register after register, at length alighted upon
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the one of which he was in quest, and which we were so anxious to soo.
The book is in an admirable state of preservation. The entrios are most
orderly and distinct, and signed by TOPLADY in a bold hand and in full,
with a flourish or stroke beneath the entire length of his name,

~j#tdttM ~cnt~ttC ~ktc7.

""

I should have been glad, had I had the moans, to have given the
reader an exact transcript of the original The above, however, is as
nearly like it as I CiLn render it. The annexed is the last entry;"Elizabeth, daughter of George and J oan Pratt.
"William, son of James and Mary Granger.
" Thomas, illegitimate son of Elizibeth Granger.
"All these were baptized on Christmas-day, December 25th, 1775,"
and signed at the foot of the page, as bofore said, by Mr. TOI'LADY, at
full length.
The vicar politely showed us likewise another register, which was also
in excellent preservation. It dates as far back as Henry VIII., 1538.
The engrossing was done in a most elaborate way, and in remarkably
large characters. This is certainly a most interesting relic.
vVe were now condncted to the church. Upon going there, our
attention was drawn to the fact that the previous vicar, who had been
in possession of the living for no less a period thaa forty-six years, was a
man of large means and of large family; consequently the house, which
stands upon the same site as that occupied by 1'OPLADY, had been considerably extended. The grounds attached to the vical'age are tasteful
and pretty. The church of Broad Hembury was restored about thirty
years since. A small vestry was then attached to the chancel end, and
a heating chamber at the opposite or tower end, over which chamber is
a small gallery for the school children. In all other respects, the fabric
of the church-apart from repairing and ornamentation-is, I presume,
precisely as it was in TOPLADY'S time. The fount is enctly as it was.
Many of the former parishioners are interred in vaults benoath the
aisles; consequently, tho stones are as they were, with the exception
that some 01' the rocords, through the lapse of tlme, hallO become
illegible. Whilst I conversed with the rector, my friend copied the
following names from the tombs or tablets in the church:"Richard Hill, 1737, of the Priory.
"Francis Drew, 1675.
" Rev. Herman Drew, Norton Fitzpayne, Dorset, 1817.
"Thomas Rose, Norton Fitzpayne, 1749, the Grange. '
[The Pl'iory and the Grange are named in TOPLADY'S works.]
In the churchyard : "The l{ev. Hugh Lewis exchanged this life for a better, 11th July,
1754."
"Elizabeth Hannah Mills. Last words: 'Not my will, but Thine be
done.' ' If Thou shouldst call.' " &c.
" Elizabeth Lane, 1793; age'd upwards of 90. The Grange."
My friend completely revelled in the various objects which presented
themselves. He had so long known and valued TOPLADY'S writings, that
it had been, as it were, a life-long wish on his part to visit the scene of
his labours. Again and again, in his emotion, he exclaimed: "And this
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is Broad Hembury! " Its thatched cottages, some few detached, but
mostly in rows, amounting in the whole-say to fifty or sixty-would
seem to be precisely as they were iu TOPLADY'S day, except that, from
time to time, they had been re··thatched or limewashed. The thresholds
were no doubt just those which he had so often crossed; the hearths
identically those by which he had sat. Could those mud walls speak,
doubtless they could echo to the prayers and entreaties which had
ascended from TOPLADY'S lips on behalf of the inmates, especially the
sick and the dying.
Whilst my friend rambled through the graveyard, I talked with the
present vicar-a man of middle age, kind and most gentlemanly. He
has service in the church every evening, and uses "Hymns Ancient and
Modern." We regretted this not a little. The vicar was under the
impression that TOPLADY served both Broad Hembury and Fen Ottery at
one and the same time. This was not the case, except upon certain
occasions. It was Fen Ottery and Harpford which he held together.
My friend and I spoke to the present vicar of the wondrous sermons
delivered in that church-" Jesus seen of Angels," for example.
As the vicar and I stood upon the grave-stones in the aisles, whilst
my friend was seeking to deciper the records upon the tombs in the
graveyard, I ventured to intimate how deeply humiliating was the
reminder that we stood over the mouldering ashes of those who once
lived; that we soon must be as they were; that increasingly one felt the
weight and the solemnity of ministering to immortal souls; and that to
occupy the position of such a man as TOPLADY was one of grave moment
and importance. These observations were made in all kindness; and.
perhaps the grey hairs of him who uttered them helped to cause them
to be listened to with the greater respect and attention. I can only add
here, may God, of His great mercy, if it be His blessed will, grant that
the mantle of the immortal TOPLADY may fall upon the present vicar of
Broad Hembury. May the" certain sound" be again heard beneath
that roof. May a holy jealousy for the truth as it is in Jesus, and a
desire to declare the whole counsel of God, possess him to whom is committed the charge of souls in a parish which to the end of time shall be
rendered sacred as identified with the labours of one who was so
eminently taught by and blessed of God.
We returned by another route to the Tiverton Junction. In the
room at the hotel which we had previously occupied sat a gentleman
verging upon sixty. He entered very freely into conversation;
and, speaking upon "memory," said that, in his official capacity
with the County Court, he could enter into all the details of the
various cases written out by his clerk, upon a single readinl;; that
he could dictate with verbal accuracy any sermon to which he had
listened. He dwelt at some length, and with considerable propriety,
upon the singing being confined to one part of the church and to
one-and that a small-section of the congregation; that, instead of such
tunes being chosen as the people in general could join in, such were
selected as rendered congregational singing out of the question; that
he or she who attempted to take part would be an object of unenviable
attraction. Re suited his action to the word, and in the most graphic
way showed how such attempt at taking part in the psalmody would be
regarded, and how the occupants of the organ-loft or organ-recess were
looked upon with a species of solemn awe by those who, with book in
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hand, stood sUltne-like, with both lips and heart unlll'wed, "Vell did
this stranger dedare such pretensions at worship to be a m lre mockery,
I think, if no other advantage springs out of my receut visit to the
scene of the latter labours of the blessed TOPLADY, personally I have
received a benefit therefrom. Re-perusing his diary, in connection with
my visit, as well as sunclry of his hymns, I am the more struck with the
ract of the conflict of which he personally was occasionally the subject.
Notwithstanding the glorious verities in which his heart revelled, and
which were as meat and drink to his soul, it is most evident that he
never could have expressed himself as he does in some of his hymns,
bad he not at times been peril':mally the subject of deubts and fears. He
must have had his dark times and his dismal forebodings. Moreover,
I am persuaded that, had he not been the subject of a certain recoiling
from the article of death, he would not have spoken in such terms as
these" Is thy ecwthZy ho'use cZist1'est,
" ShnclcZeT not to pass the stream;
Willing to j'etcLin her gl,Lest !
Venture all tby care on Him;
"l.'is not thou, but she, must die;
Him whose dying love and power
Stilled its tossing, hush'd its roa.r.
Fly, cel8stial tenant, fly !
'
Burst thy shackles, drop thy clay,
Safe is the expanded wave;
Sweetly breathe myself awa,y;
Gentle as a summer's eve;
Singing, to thy crown remove;
Not one object of His care
Swift of wing, and fired with love.
Ever suffered shipwreck there."
[Ah! blessed truth, dear reader!
\

No, no, blessed be God,

" Not one object of His care,
Ever snffered shipwreck there."
No, nor ever shall. ]
-"':0""
As to TOPLAIJY'S after-deliveFance, and ill regard to that blessed peace
and little-varying enjoyment which he was privileged to realize during
the last eighteen months or so of his life, that is another matter. Such
neither contradicts nor supersedes that previous conflict to which we have
alluded.
SONGS IN THE NIGHT.
TO }lIlt. B.

I KNOW, my deal' son in ChrilltJeSUB, that the mercy of the Lord is such,
that none shall seek His face in vain. I am one of the sinners who have
tl'ied Him as a sure foundation at the first setting off with my face Zionward; and I have tried His love, His patienco, His faithfulness and
truth to the uttermost since; and now set to my seal that He is 'the
sweetest of beings, the greatest of names, and the dearest of friends;
and my soul within me loves Him above every object in heaven or earth,
for He and His Father and Spirit are one. His favour is heaven on
earth, and an earnest of heaven above; and here I sit, poorly in body,
getting old, and creeping to the grave, with no more fear of death, wrath,
judgment to come, devil, the grave, or damnation-I say, I have no more
fear of these things than I have of a grasshopper.
How wonderful, how full, how satisfactory, is the work of God on the
souls of men! My son, go on, press forward through every difficulty;
thou art seeking of all that is worth having in this world or the next.
He that fills heaven and earth is J eSlls, the poor sensible rebel's un-
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changeable and everlasting Friend. All that Satan aims at is, to entangle
by his baits, and to bring us unto the same state of flternal desperation
with himself; but this is seeking whom he ?nay devour, not whom he
will. Perfect love, in God's own time, shall cast ou~ fear, and free grace
will equip thee and arm thee for the fight, and truth shall be thy shield
and buckler.
Young believers have many wanton passions to cope with, nor are
the old ones free in every sense; but reading, meditation, ccmstant prayer,
diligence in business, and habitual industry are good antidotes a~ainst
these snares of the devil. Idleness is a great friend to Satan, and so is
carnal company, and so is neglecting prayer, especially when we find OUl"
hearts touched, and our bowels moved with grief, compunction, and
gratitude to God, which are roll the Holy Spirit's work within. When these
inward impulses are neglected and put off, this causes great joy among
the devils; but the joy of these hypocrites is but for a moment, for, as
soon as pardoning love operates upon us. and God's countenance is lifted,
up, then the devils put on their sackcloth again, and go round the walls
of Zion grinning like a dog, and grudge our happiness, being never
satisfied unless they can see our fall. "My' son," says God, "be wise,
and make my heart glad, even mine, that I may know how to anSWEr
them that reproach me" (Prov. xxvii. 11).
The devils hate Ohrist with eternal hatred, because He cast them out of
heaven, and because He refused their nature: "Verily He took not on
Him the nature of angels, but the seed of Abraham." They hate Him
because He bruised the serpent's head, and conquered sin and death,
Satan's only pillars, and the supports of his kingdom. 'fhey hate Him
for destroying his works, and taking the lawful captives from the strong
man armed, and for giving us power over serpent~, scorpions, and over
all the power of the eMmy. He fell lih."'fJ lightninv, from heaven when
the apostles returned, saying, "Master, the devils are subject to us'
through Thy name." And what will he do when we come to judge him?
" Know y.e not that we shall judge angels?" These are the causes of
the devil's hatred to Christ; hence he tempts some to deny His Godhead,
others to deny His finished work, others to hate Him, stumble, and take
offence at Him; others to entertain hard thoughts of this blessed Lamb
of God; and all to disbelieve Him-to doubt, to distrust, and to stagger
at His promise through unbelief, and to hate this hol}', precious, glorious, and ever-adored name, who is King of kings and Lord of lords.
My soul was glad, and my glory rejoiced to hear of the little revival of
the good work upon thee. They are eal;Ilest drops, foret-astes, pledges,
tokens for good, and heavenly smiles, while the blessed face is hid
beliind the cloud for some time, then we shall Eee Him as He is, and be
for ever with the Lord.
Grace, mercy, and peace be with you all, is the prayer and desire of,_
dear son, thine affect.ionately in Ohrist Jesus,
W. HUKTINGTON, S.S.
BISHOP HALL'S PRAYER FOR THE SPIRITUAL REIGN OF OHRIST IN HIS

HEAltT.-" Oh, my Saviour, while others weary themselves with the disquisition of Thy personal reign here upon earth for a thousand years,
let it be the whole bent and study of my soul to make sure ('}f my
personal reign with Thee in heaven to all eternity! Amen.'"
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THE FIRST OHRISTMAS.
THERE are many sweet and precious truths connected with the birth and'
early youth of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Ohrist that endear Him to
the heart and exalt His gracious incarnation. The wonderful overruling
of all events, performed in man's ignorance and Satan's malignity, powerfully preach God's sovereignty, and proves that all the circumstances of
time, however adverse they may appear to shortsighted mortals, are not
only under the control of Omnipotence, but ~hall subserve His gracious
decrees and" work together for good to them who love God, and are called
according to His purpose."
In the second cliapter of Matthew, containing twenty-three vorses, we
have the term" young Ohild " applied eight times to our Lord. When
Herod heard of the visit of the wise men who, led by a star, laft their
country to seek in Jerusalem forthe "young Ohild," Herod was troubled
when he heard of their appearance, and inquiring privately, sought to
obtain from them information as to the objeet of their visit, and wherefore they were induced to take such a journey. The result of this
interview was that, instructed by the chief priests as to the predicte(li
birth-place of the Messiah, the king told them to go to Bethlehem, and
search diligently for the" young Ohild," and, when they found Him, to
bring him word, that he might worship Him also. His crafty counsel
was followed by the wise men in godly simplicity, and, nnder tho leadings
of the same star that had guided them all their journey through, it went
before them and stood over where the "young Ohild" was. Thii"
wondrous Infant of days, by whom and for whom all days were made,
this first-born Son, wrapped in swaddling clothes, they beheld laid in a
manger; but, under this humiliating disguise as a poor, weak, and
helpless Babe, tended by a mother's care, and born under mean and
despicable circumstances, to human appearance, the God-led kavellers'
saw the glory of the Prince of peace, the incarnate Immanuel-God with
us-and, as such, they fell down and worshipped Him. What a blow to
creature pride, carnal reasoning, and "all that man calls good and
great," in this manifestation of Ohrist to the first-fruits of the Gentile
Ohurch of God! The wisdom of Greece, the grandeur of Rome, the
religious pride of J udooa, all passed by; and (1 few strangers and
foreigners called from the ends of the earth to see the glory of the Lord
in the land of the living, and carry to their homes and their country the
good news of which they, too, could say with the Lord's aged servant,
" Mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thon hast prepared before
the face of all people: a light to lighten the Gentiles."
In the brief history of the visit of the wise men we read divine
sovereignty and special teaching. All who are chosen by gTace must be
brought by the power of the Spirit to see the Bon of God-to worship
Him in spirit and in truth-and, sooner or later, the same result will be
realized-I< they rejoiced with exceeding great joy." They reached
the goal at last. The end of theil' long and arduous jOl1rney brought
them satisfaction, certainty, "joy and peace in believing;" and then
their treasures were opened and laid at the feet of the" young Ohild,"
and presented to Him who, in the glories of His person and the
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savour of His salvation, gave the answer to the question asked by the
Church of old, "Who is this that cometh out of the wilderness,
like pillars of smoke perfumed with myrrh and frankincense, with
all powders of the merchant?" These offerin~s of gold and spices
spoke of His glory as King in Zion, and of His humiliation in death
(John xix. 40). To the mother of Jesus and His l'eputed father, this
must have been a welcome offering. The sudden edict of Cresar Augustus
that drove Joseph and Mary from their home, and sent them to "little
Bethlehem," where the" young Child" was born, made this providential
supply welcome; and the journey into Egypt, according to the command
of the Lord to Josepp' in a dream, made the powders of the merchant
and the gold of Ethiopia most valuable to the travellers. The gift at
the ceremony of purification denoted the poverty of the "young
Child's" mother (Lev. xii. 7, 8), for the birds were all they could afford.
The lamb was beyond their means, but faith recognised the glorious fact
that the" young Ohild" was Himself the Lamb of God, [Lnd God th8
Lamb.
" And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath
rejoiced in God my SAVIOUR. For He hath regarded the low estate of
His handmaiden." The Holy One of Israel making her tho subjeot of
divine favour in t.he supernatural birth of the" young Ohild," leads the
thoughts of the believer to the origin of life divine as bestowed upon the
elect. Said the angel, "The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the
Highest shall overshadow thee." This represents the work of the Spirit
of God on the heart of a sinner. Muoh is said in our day of religion
and com'ersion, of "faith and trust," of "holiness and privileges," of
"worship and servioe," but how little is heard of regeneration, of life
divine imparted and received! This, after all, is the starting point of
God's religion, and is thus described in its supernatural.origin: "Whioh
were born not of blood, nor of t.he will of the flesh, nor of the will of
man, but of God." The decisive way in which the new birth, 01'
regeneration, is represented and described in the Word is very remarkable. It is called" a translation from the kingdom of darkness into the
kingdom of God's deal' Son." It is termed" a resurrection from death
unto life;" "an entrance into a new and living way;" "a new creation;"
" a new man;" "risen with Ohrist through the faith of the operation of
God; " "quiokened together with Him." These decisive termOl set forth
the nature and oharacter of regeneration as the work of the Holy Ghost
upon the heart of a poor sinner. It is life eternal begun in the soul,
the result of divine purpose before all worlds, and carried into effect
upon the sinner by the overshadowing of the Holy Ghost, to the praiso
of' the glory of God's grace. However the oircumstanoes of each case
may differ, and the experience as to assurance may vary, this does not
affeot the fact that God's work is complete and eternal, an act that cannot
be repeated, that is supernatural in its origin, the development of whioh
is under the sovereign will of God, whether in the assurance to the
soul that divine life is there, 01' the manifestation of life in tbe evidences
and marks wrought in the soul by the teachings and leadings of the
Spirit.
The murderous intentions of Herod upon the life of the "young
Child" were carried out by the slaughter of the little ones in Bethlehem,
the first martyrs of the Ohurch of God, who had no works to boast of,
but went to heaven on the merits and blood of the Lamb of God, that
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taketh away sin. Two prophecies were thus fulfilled through the wrath
of the king (Hos. xi. 1, and Jer. xxxi. 15), proving not a jot or tittle of
all God has said shall fail.
Ohrist and the cross are never wide apart, and thus it was soon found
when the "young Ohild" was born. Poor Mary from an eal.'ly date
had to take up the cross (Matt. i. 19); and, as she sympathized with
the momning of the mothers over their little ones, the words of
the aged Simeon were amongst the sayings she pondered in her
heart: " Yea, a sword shall piercB through thine own soul also;"
bnt this prediction had its full meaning when she stood by the cross
(John xix. 25), and saw Him die the death of a malefactor" by whom
all things were made." In that solemn honr of agony, shame, and
desertion, He remembered her who had nourished His human life, and
committed her to the protection and care of His beloved disciple. This
act condemns for ever the idolatrous worship of those "who change the
glory of the nncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible
man; who change the truth of God into a lie, and worship and serve the
creatme more than the Oreator, who is blessed for ever." The following
prayer from the manual used by devout Roman Oatholics is a striking
contrast to our Lord's kind cOJ;nmittal of His poor and helpless widowed
mother to the care of the Apostle to support and protect:" 0 holy mother of God, glorious queen of heaven and earth, I choose
thee this day for my mother, my queen, and my advocate at the throne
of thy divine Son. Accept the offering-may it be irrevocable-I here
make of my heart. It can never be out of danger whilst at my own disposal ; never secure but in thine hand. "j(,
The stealthy revival of the worship of the Virgin through hymns,
pictures, statuettes, stained glass windows, and undue importance
given to her in the preached Word at Ohristmastide, shows out the
dangerous condition of those who adopt such beginnings. The victims
to such a false faith are solemnly thus described in the Word: "God
shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: that
they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in
unrighteousness" (2 Thess. ii. 11, 12).
But the" young Ohild " had other visitors than the wise men from the
east. Luke supplements some passages in the infant life of our Lord
omitted in Matthew's history~ In Luke ii. we have the announcement
of the birth of Ohrist to the shepherds, as they kept watch over their
flocks by night: "Unto you is born this day, in the city of Dav,id, a
Saviour, which is Ohrist the Lord." In the same city where David was
anointed king by Samuel, there the Root and Offspring of David was
born (1 Sam. xvi. 4), the Anointed of God, the Ohrist of the Ohurch;
and there" the sure mercies of David" were revealed to the shepherds,
who represented the election of grace among the Jews, as the wise men
were the first-fruits of the harvest among the Gentiles, making up the
one Ohurch chosen in Ohrist before all worlds, and saved with an everlasting salvation, "that He might reconcile both unto God in one body
by the cross" (Eph. ii. 16). The shepherds were directed to the spot to
seek for the" young Ohild," and, like all true seekers, they found Him.
" Extract from" The Advance Qf Popery," by the late J. C. Philpot, M.A. A book
that shQuld be highly appreciated and widely circulated by every true and faithful
Protestant.
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But they also found Him laid in the manger of the stable, fvr there was
no room for Rim in the inn" The crowded inn, like sinners' heartso ignorance extreme ! For other guests of various sorts
Had room, but none for Him.
" But see what different thoughts arise
In ours and angels' breasts,
To hail His birth they left the skiesWe lodged Him with t,he beasts."
The divine announcement to the shepherds was accompanied by a
heavenly host, whose song of welcome wa&, "Glory to God in the highest;
on earth peace among men of God'l:! good pleasure." So it reads in the
oldest versions of the holy Gospels, and so it is to this du,y, for God's
peace is confined to, and bestowed upon, the men of God's good pleasure
only. To the world at large Ohrist the Peace-maker and Peace-giver is
but "a stone of stumbling and a rock of offence." The sight of the
" young Ohild" turned the shepherds into preachers of the Gospel"they made krrown abroad the saying which was told them concerning
this Ohild."
Truly this was a happy Ohristmas to the wise men, to tho shepherds, and to the few that." looked for redemption in Jerusalem" (Luke
ii. 38). But what of Ohristmastide since? and what of it now, even
among the families who profess to know the Lord? In most instances
it is but a yearly observance that brings with it worldliness, revelry.
profanity, and license for gluttony and drunkenness; and, uuder the mask
of religion, it is but heathen decorations of stone walls aud formal worship, the prelude to the devil's carnival that is kept up while Christmas
lasts. Family cares make many worldlings dread its return, .and kindred
ties that lead to association with the world make' it often a season of
trial to the children of God. Too many placed in authority have not the
faith to check the evils that surround them, and for peace mix themselves
up with the world that lieth in wickedness. How often it happens that
Borne seasonable af!:liction is laid upon the Lord's weak and undecided
ones, whereby they are taken aside from the busy frivolities passing
around, to enjoy sweet intercourse with the "young Child "-the Infant
of days and the Ancient of days-and to look by faith at the humble
beginnings of Him who was from the beginning "God over all, blessed for
evermore." Thus, while sheltering under His omnipotence as God, learn
of Hini who, as man, "made Himself of no reputation, and took upon
Him the form of a servant;" His blessed example of humility ennobling
all the lowly conditions of life, spiritual or temporal; while grace divine
sanctifies every trial, and makes the burdens light by heart-melting
views of the" young Child." A faith's view of the Babe of Bethlehem
is the true and happy Christmas, come at what season it may; and to get
a glimpse of that full salvation which was manifested in the person of
the" young Ohild," is the remedy for sin, and the support under trial;
it is the balm for woe, the supply in poverty, light in the darkness, peace
in the midst of strife, and secret strength to hold out to the end. All
that sinful humanity needs while travelling through the wilderness, is to
be found by the whole election of grace in the person, work, and finished
salvation of Him who was once the" young Child."
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"COME AND WELCOl\fE."
"And yet there is room."-LuICE xiv. 22.
"No room, no room," shall never be said to any earnest seeker after
salvation; for Jesus hath said, "Seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it
shall be opened unto you" (Matt. vii. 7).
Reader, we live in the day of grace, the day of salvation. It has lasted
nearly nineteen centuries, and myriads of souls have been compelled,
drawn by the everlasting love of J ehovah, to come in to the Gospel feast,
" and yet there is room" for every hungry and thirsty oue who feels his
need of Him who is the bread of life (John vi. 35) and the water of life
{John vii. 3i, 38).
"Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood
SbaJl11ever lose its power
Till a,ll the ransomed Church or GJd
Be saved to sin no more."

\

Yes, the good news of a Saviour born, wh:) died, and is alive for ever
more, is to be preached to all people, to every creature, that" whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlastin~ life." Not that
all will receive with joy the blessed proclamation (Isa. liii. 1), for God's
"Vord informs us that His people are a "chosen few," "a little flock,"
yea, a " remnant scattered abroad;" yet the eye of the Good Shepherd is
on them, and they are brought, one by one, to look with the eye of faith
to Him who laid down His life for them; and in the end, when they are
gathered together from the east, from the west, fram the north, and fmm
the south, they will represent" a great multitude which no man can numbel'," and" yet there will be room" for everyone in the mansions above.
Yes, heaven is a prepared place for a prepared people. No vacant seats
will be found there. "I go to prepare a place for you, . . . that where
I am, there ye may be also" (John xiv. 2, 3). "Come, ye blessed of my
Father, inherit the kin~dom prepared for you frum the foundation of the
world" (Matt. =v. 34). Lift up thine head, then, poor sinner, whosoever thou art. Ye to whom the Spirit of God hath given life and light, so
that you see and feel your distance from all that is holy, just, and good,
and you fear that there is "no room" for you in that place where
"there shall in no wise enter anything' that defileth ;" ye that" groan,
being burdened," look to the blood that cleanseth-the Lamb that was
slain-and you shall find that" there is room" in the mercy and in the
love of God even for thee, and in the end (Rev. vii. 13 -1 7) ye shall stand
pure and clean before the throne of God.
Yes, "there is room" in the heavenly inheritance for all God's people,
It is their birthright. "Except a man be born again [born from above],
he cannot see thtl kingdom of God" (John iii. 3) ; yet we read that many
at the last day will not find c, room"! And, as Bunyan writes at the conclusion of his allegory, "I saw that there was a way to hell, even from the
gates of heaven." "Many shall seek to enter in, and shall not be able"
(Luke xiii. 24-30). Many a so-called" worker," however brightly his
lamp of profession has burned, if he lack the oil of grace (Matt. xxv. 12),
if he has only a vain hope-the hypocrite's hope-he shall find to his
eternal dismay that there will be "no room" for him.
Oh, all ye who are actively engaged in any Christian work-ye who are
looked up to as "pillars" in the Church of God-see to it that ye neglect
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not ycur own salvation. Examine yourselves if ye be in the faith, if ye
have "the faith of God's elect." Remember that those who helped to
build Noak's ark perished in the flood j Balaam prophesied of the" Star
of Jacob" (Num. xxiv. 17); Judas preached the Gospel and worked
miracles, but they found" no room; " they went to their own place-yea,
all (except Joshua and Caleb) who came out of Egypt could not enter the
promised land, because of unbelief; so we read (Rev. xxi. 8) that there
will be "no room" for the fearful and the unbelieving in the heavenly
Jerusalem j there will be "no room" also for the man who possesseth
not the wedding garment (Matt. xxii. 12, 13). Ah, dear friends, this,
this is the vital point! Have we been brought to see, to feel, to knowhas it been burnt into us, as it were, by the Holy Spirit-that we must
renounce for ever the thought that we can by our own free-will, our own
works or deservings, make" room" for ourselves in the heavenly city,
" the rest that remaineth for the people of God"? Are we clothed in the
robe of Christ's righteousness? Are our own vile rags washed clean in
His blood? If so, then we can sing"Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
My beanty are, my glorious dress;
'Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head."
R. W.J.

A

SETTING OF

PRECIOUS STONES FOR SPIRITUAL
. PRIESTS.
Gon's believing people collectively are a spiritual priesthood, called to the
high service of offering up spiritual sacrifices. Though feeble, alas! their
every effort, and poor the best offering they can lay upon His altar, how
infinitely does He condescend in His estimate of the sacrifices which He
will accept! We have the description in the fifty-first Psalm and seventeenth' verse: "The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit j a broken and
a contrite heart, 0 God, Thou wilt not despise." How vast is the mercy
that He requires nothing more costly Or more worth; and He (who
sanctifieth both giver and gift must present even this perfumed with
the incense of His own precious merits, or Our offering would as certainly
be rejected as was Cain's.
From Exodus xxviii. 16, we read of what the breastplate of the
priests (Aaron and his sons) consisted. Precious stones were numerous
-could not be dispensed with. Much spiritual teaching is here, which
we, however, only hint at; our desire being rather to hold up to view
some of the spiritual gems which not only adorn, but form the breastplate
of those who "find access within the veil." Let us with all affection
spread them out, as it were, to the wondering, adoring gaze of all
believers, whether "fathers in Christ," or only babes desiring the
milk of the Word j praying the glorious Giver to fasten as a breastplate
upon our otherwise unprotected bosoms those "precious promises"
whose lustre far outshines the most glistening gems which beamecl upon
the Aaronic breast, and may faith's eye be 60 open to ttteir infinite
value, and so gladdened by their transcendent beauty and suitability,
that the" mourners in Zion" may be made to "shout for joy," and the
doubting be enabled to read their names inscribed in the~book of life. .
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The following are only a/ew from God's vast treasury-mere scintillations from that great heart of love which burns with unchangeable
fervour towards the" least in His kingdom "-for " it is not the will of
our Father who is in heaven that one of THESE little ones should
perish" : " Whosoever shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before
my Father who is in heaven" (Matthew x. 32).
" Say to them that are of a fearful heal·t, Be strong, fear not" (Isaiah
xxxv. 4).
" The Lord . . . is longsuffering to usward, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repentance" (2 Peter iii. 9).
"Blessed are aU they that put their trust in Him" (Psalm ii. 12).
" The Lord taketh pleasure in them that fear Him, in those that hopl1
in His mercy" (Psalm cxlvii. 11).
"He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds"
(Psalm cxlvii. 3).
" Like as a father pitieth his children, so th.e Lord pitieth them that
fear Him" (P~alm ciii. 13).
" Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted" (Matt. v. 4)
"Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness:
for they shall be filled" (Matt. v. 6).
" Everyone that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to
him that knocketh it shall be opened" (Matt. vii. 8).
" God so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life"
(John iii. 16).
" Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on Him that sent me, llath everlasting life. and shall not come into
condemnation; but is passe(! from death unto life" (John v. 24).
"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me HATH everlasting life" (John vi. 47).
"If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt
believe in thine heart, . . . thou shalt be saved" (Romans x. 9).
"For the same Lord over all is rich ·unto aU that call upon Him"
(Romans x. 12).
" For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved"
(Romans x. 13).
"For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death
of His Son, 11/Hch more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life"
(Romans v. 10).
" He ever liveth to make intercession for us" (Reb. vii. 25).
".He shall deliver the needy when he crieth; the poor also, and him
that hath no helper" (Psalm lxxii. 12).
"I am the Lord, I change not; THEREFORE ye sons of Jacob are not
consumed" (Malachi iii. 6).
Oh, dear friends in Jesus, let us examine our treasures again and
again; and may the Lord the Spirit enable us to believe the love that
He hath toward us! Can anyone of us ponder the above, and not feel
ashamed of our ingratitude and doubtings? "Hath He said, and shall
He not do it?"
Cardiff.
J. P. C.
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hath taken away sin, the cause of that distance between God and
you, and also hath revealed Himself unto you, being believers, and in
doing this, hath made known to you His eternal counsel concerning your
l'econciliation; and, now that you are actually and really in the very
bowels of God, and also He, in some measure, subdues and destroys the
power of Satan in those wicked works, so that now there is more nearneES in conversation with God, after calling and believing, than there
was before; and the blood of Ohrist is that which makes persons who
were far off nigh unto God. And this is the reconciliation, namely,
whereas there was a distance before, there is now a nearness; and this is
by the blood of Ohrist, as by a sacrifice of propitiation. That you may
the better understand the nature of reconciliation with God, you must
Imow that it properly imports that, whereas there is a variance and
estrangement, a person is then said to be l'econciled when the breach is
made up, and the controversy is ended, the quarrel done, and persons
become friends again. You know, as long as there is hitting in the teeth,
a secret grudge, reminding one against another1 in respect of inj uries
done, there is no reconciliation. When men are reconciled, they lay
down the bucklers, quarrel and fight no more, but walk as friends
together; and, if they should walk as friends in outward semblance, and
yet bear rancour in their spirits one against another, this were but
an hypocritical reconciliation. In reconciliation, the very heart itself is
made friends with persons l·econciled. All this imports unto us thus
much: Ohriflt is become to believers the atonement-One that makes
peace with God-ends the controversy and quarrel between God and
them; whereas God was injured, and might have prosecuted the violenco
of the law upon us, Ohrist brings to peace, that the Lord lays down
the buckler, to have no more to say against a person, but to become
friends with him. You know that reconcillation is such a thing as is
1ll0t only a making friends to-day, but so that there may be a continuation of this amity. You cannot call this reconciliation when men
are brought together, and their controversies are ended now to-day, but
upon the same will fall out to-morrow. Here is not reconciliation, for
in reconciliation there must be a burying of all that was the subject and
matter of the quarrel. So Ohrist, being Our reconciliation, He making
our peace with God, doth not bring God to be friends with us to-day, so
as to fall out with us to-morrow again, but to be friends with us for
ever; therefore, by the way, know that every person reconciled unto
God by Ohrist is ~ot only a person become a friend of God now, but for
ever; and, as Oh1'1st takes away the felt anger of God against him today, so all controversies for ever; so that a person reconciled shall never
have God at controversy any more with him. Some, it may be, conceive
Ohrist reconciles God and us in respect of sins that are past, but if we
ain anew, say they, God must have new controversies and new quarrels.
But, beloved, remember this-He bore all iniquity at once upon Him'
and, when He made reconciliation with God, He brought in all the trans:
gressions of believers, from first to last, and so ended the quarrel with
Hod in respect of everyone, even for sins future as well as past.
T. Omsp, D.D.
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THE HOUSEHOLD WANTS.-SERVANTS.
TnElm are many Philistines invading and disturbing the tents of Israel
at this season. The household is upset by the departure of servants.
In some cases the valued and the estimable leave the quiet home
of privilege for mere change of scene and work.
The mistress is disquieted. The age is one of luxury and indulgence. Even servants
want humouring to an extent some minds cannot yield to. vVhen shall
our wants be supplied? Mothers and daughters of Israel, shall we
follow the world's maxims and practices? As if there were no God in
Israel, shall we go to inquire of the god of Ekron ? to the cistern, when
the Fountain is ours? Shall we sit for hours at a register office, as they
do who have no God to go to, telling- our requirements and enumerating
to those we meet our vexations and disappointments? or shl:dl we not
rather" enter our closet," and there tell out to our Father the detail of
wants in this particular? Shall we not remind Him who knoweth what
things we have need of before we ask, that we have not strength for this
labour ourselves, and follow the precept, "Be careful for nothing, but
in everything, by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your
requests be made known to God." Some of us, doubtless, will have to
reverse the order, and begin with "thanksgiving," and let the prayer
and supplication follow, because, in reviewing the past, the good qualities asked for were so literally granted, and the peace of God did so
assmedly "fill our hearts and minds" on a former occasion. "All are
Thy servants" (Psa. cxix. 91). What an office to go to! And, having
thus trusted in the Lord, rather than putting confidence in man, we enlist
Omnipotence on our behalf. For" what wilt Thou do unto Thy great
name?" Shall they ever be ashamed that wait on Thee, 0 mig-hty God,
who "callest the earth, from the rising of the suu to the going down
thereof" ?
Fellow disciples, it is an interesting research to notice the minute
acquaintance the Lord J eQus had with the "houses," the tents of His
people. Did He know that one into which a man would be~r so insignillcant and common a thing as a "pitcher of water"? He meant to
" feast" there. Did He see one at Cresarea where a soldier was praying
and even what he gave away? and did He also see a huugry man on a
honsetl)p, and make that man bring salvation to the other's house? I suppose His eye did not overlook those who" made ready" for the hungry
man to eat. One servant ran away in unfaithfulness, but He ordered
it that he should return to be received as a "brother beloved," after he
hai ministered to one who should become his" father "-Philemon.
We all remember the house at Bethany with the" cumbered" Martha
and highly-favoured Mary. Let us pray to be able to fill our" house
with the odour of the ointment," because our hearts are so occupied with
Jesus, and honouring Him and His" body; " and so, instead of spending time as some do for" the burial," making perishing garlands and
crosses that have no affini.ty with the risen Lord or His risen" members,"
we shall spend time, money, ,and strength on His feeble members" aforehand," and be sure the commendation, "Ye did it unto me," will not be
lacking in the day of account.
Servants! ye w.uo ha'i'e obtained mercy of the Lord to be faithful,
inquire ye of the Lord in what house ye shall abide, and, if tte Son of
Peace be there, "go n<11; from house to house."
Leicester.
MARY.
2 B
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EX'rRACTS FROM THE DIARY OF THE LATE "LITTLE
ONE," OF MANCHESTER.
(Continued Fom page 557.)

"Febnwry 5, 1875.-Dr. D-- returns hOly,e to-day, having preached
again last night in Manchester, where dear A-- and ]';1[-- heard
him, probably for the last time.
" ]j£arcl. 5.-Received a kind note from Dr. D--, to-day. He says
the more I can use my pen, the more I shall 1e diverted from suffering.
Anything that draws us off from self I always consider a mercy. I
was able to writu some hours last week for the dea.r Magazine and
Old Jonathan, and was surprised at the small amount of fatigue it entailed.
, Bless the Lord, 0 my soul,' for this mercy!
" M(wch 24.-Had a visit from a friend whom I love much in the Lord,
whose conversation is always edif.ying, and our meeting was very pleasant. I am sensibly weaker, and I fear that the return of warmer weather
will not bring back my strength.
" 1Jfarcl. 3Q.-Had a nice time in my room last Sunday morning, while
listening to the bells chiming in the Easter festival. My thoughts went
upward to my risen and exalted Saviour sitting at the Father's right
hand, interceding for and representing such a worthless worm as myself'" Joy bells aTe ringing their Easter chimes;
Angels are sillgin~ in heavenly climes;
Be gladsome, my heart, as befits thee I deem;
"The Lord, He is risen! " come, join in the theme.'
"Aprill.-Yesterdaywas the twenty-ninth anniversary of our marriage.
While my earthly tabernacle is being taken down pin by pin, other valued
friends are being taken away suddenly. One of our circle, after a very
short illness, is to be laid in the silent tomb to-day. Just one week since
he was listening to a Gospel address in the Religious Institute in
town. May the Lord comfort the bereaved mother and sisters, for he
was a most devoted son and brother. Dear A--, with other friends,
attended the funeral.
" April14.-Have had another shock this evening by bearing through
the post of the death of our much esteemed friend, Mr. R--. He has
been ill a long time, in many ways resembling myself, though attending
to business when able. He was an earnest Christian, working bard in
the Lord's service. Before he departed he repeated, ':My precious
Saviour! my precious Saviour!' :lliay the Lord sustain his wife under
her terrible loss, for she will now be ' a widow indeed.'
"Apn:l 25.-1 am now waiting and watohing for the Lord as to my
trying change of air, as I am feeling weak and feeble. Dear A-heard a good sermon this morning from John xv. 16: 'Ye have not
chosen me, but I have chosen you.' Oh. for more of this distinctive
doctrine, then surely right practice would follow; for, if we know that we
have the love of God in our hearts, and are chosen of Him, we should be
constrained to serve Him willingly.
".May 2.-·Have had one token, and am waiting. fo::: another-the last
one. 'Certm:nly I will be with thee;' 'Behdd, I am with thee,' have
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been swoet promises, which I humbly hope will be fulfilled, and to the
Lord be all the praise.
" J1{ay \l.--The last token granted. I left home and stayed with a deal'
friend in good country air before proceeding on to Southport; ancI now
I thank the Lord for His gracious leading, and His wonderful answers to
my nnworthy petitions. Grant me more grace to trust Thee more
unwaveringly for the future.
" May 16.-1 persevere in going out, though it is a trouble to walk now.
rrhere is nothing to be heard with profit here, so we read of the descent
of the Holy Ghost upon the first disciples. We waut such a doscent into
our hearts, for we want such a revival as He only can produce. 'Come,
Holy Spirit, come! '
" May 20.-0ur old and esteemed friend, Mr. S--, depRI'Led this life
on Tuesday evening, after a long illness. What an exchallge! }<'"'l'om a
wearying sickness to a daybreak of light, joy, and peace, in the presence
of his Saviour! from great depression of soul to the glorious fruition
looked and longed for! May the Lord comfort all the bereaved on8S,
though they cannot truly mourn for such a happy release. Shall I be
next on the list of absent ones?
"jJIay 25.-0ur old and valued friend, :Mr. S--, was laid in a grave
adjoining the late loved Rev. W. Parks, at Openshaw Church. There
were many present, as well as deal' A--, who is becoming familiarized
with these sad scenes. Oh, Lord, give me grace to look forward to my
departure with joy.
"jJIay 27.-Through the kind providence of God I arrived home yesterday. Bless the Lord, for graciously fulfilling His promise to bring me
back in peace.
"June 4.-Deing kept awake by a thunderstorm, the Lord most
graciously gave me 'songs in the night.' I felt all His goodness to
poor nnworthy me so much, and my heart was so full of love that, like
Peter, I could say, 'Lord, Thou knowest all things; TJIOU knowest tbat I
love Thee;' and I continued praising Him for all the good things made
over to me in His Son, for truly it is not for my sake, who am one of the
most wayward and rebellious of His children. Then in the morning
came, ' Yea, He loved the people.'
"June H.-My life is rapidly becoming a burden, but I am surrounded
with mercies. 'Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me.' Oh, glorions
pl'ospect" , When flesh and sin no more control
The sacred pleasures of the soul.'
" I am reading the life of a spiritually-minded woman, whose chastened
career seemed lined out for the glory of God and the good of others.
Speaking of preachers, she says, 'A sermon differs from a book, inasmuch
as it is (or should be) the preacher's own testimony to the statement of
truth, the living yoice bearing witness, and "setting to his own seal
that God is true."
Just in the proportion in which God's Holy Spirit
impresses the heart of the preacher, so will he afT'3et his hearers with
P?wer and truth.' She was deeply taught in doctrine, yet free from
bigotry.
"July S.-To-day I am feeling weak and languid. I have turned to a
favourite word, 'Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love.' Everlasting! How g:orions! Then, 'having loyed His OWIl, ne loyed them to
the end.' Pi'om etumity to eternity!
2 B 2
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"August 15.-Southport.-Lord's IJay morning.-1 seem to have got
into a dead state lately; have little appetite for God's ,Vord or prayer.
Lord, visit me again with Thy salvation, that I may once more see the
good of Thy chosen. We were brought here !:lafely, though there was a
heavy storm while we were in the train. The Lord was our Keeper. Have
received two nice encouraging letters from Dr. D---, full of sympathy.
Having had a consultation of medical men, I am now aSillll'ed that I cannot be cured, which only confirms what I well knew. May I have strength
given to bear whatever the Lord sees fit to lay upon me.
" Augztst 28.-Arrived safely home yesterday, and am wishinj:!; to enjoy
a Sabbath of rest, if permitted to see it; if not on earth, oh, for a fuller,
brighter one in heaven!
" September 10. -My weakness becomes terrible, feeling it a great effort
to leave my bed with all the assistance I can have. I~ord, Thou knowest
why I linger so long, but do Thou prepare me for tho summons, whetherit be soon or otherwise. Grant me renewed manifestations of Thy presence to cheer and comfort me.
" Septembe1' 25.-The Lord has seen fit to lay His hand on my dear
niece, who will probably be some time before she recovers. Oh, Lord, bemerciful to us, and help us in this heavy trial, for Christ's sake.
" September 26.-We are told that our dear niece is in a precarious condition. May the Lord, in great mercy, in His own time, restore her to us
again. Her illness is a fever, and I am also so unwell as to have remained in bed for fcur days. Lord, hear the prayers of kind friends for us.
" October 2.-0ur dear niece is going on favourably. Oh, Lord, appear
speedily on our behalf, and let me again see Thy countenance, and hearThy voice. A new feature has arisen in my complaint, one which I have
always dreaded, but the l)assage, 'Even so, Father,' has come sweetly
into my mind, and I humbly trust my loving and gracious Lord will lay
no more on me than I am able to bear. It may only be the means of
hastening the end, now so desirable.
" October l4.-Through the great goodness of our God, our dear niece i&
now able to sit up in her room, and her strength gradually returning,
and we hope with continued blessing she will soon be quite restored. I
was carried downstairs to-day; the weakness I feel requIres all the faith
and patience tbe Lord bestows upon me. Oh, gracious Father, keep me
looking to Thee entirely. Domestic cbanges and increased ailments eaU
for great patience to submit to all the rigbteous will of God. Ob, gracious Father, grant me all grace to do this to Tby glory.
"1't ovembe1' 5.-1 bave been able to forward a piece to Dr. D--,
though I am so weak. May the Holy Spil-it accompany it with Hif>
divine favour, and if not, may it be suppressed. Have received to· day a
very cheering note from Dr. D - - , full of sympathy.
"November l7.-Weaker and weaker, but the Lord grants me a little
reviving in the house of my bondage. Lord, continue the tokens of Th:v
love and favour to my soul, that, living or dying, I may glorify Thee. I
would be a living epiEtle while I tarry here. Enable me by Thy grace
to be ready to speak a 'Word for Thee. How little can I serve Thee rOb.
that I knew more of thllt love which passeth knowledge.
" November 2'.-This is dear A--'s birthday. I diel not expect to
fJee it. May the Lord grant him every needful blessing, am], though our
eannly tie may soon be broken, may we n:cct again in 1('a\"e1l, to part LO
[Lure.
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«December 4,-My birthday. Graciou9 Lord and heavenly Father, let
my life be entirely devoted to Thee, proving to all around that I am a
true folio we!.' of the blessed J esu~. :May my heart and my conversation
be in heaven, and prepare me for the solemn change which must soon
<Jome upon me.
"December 17.-1 had a nice visit from Mr. V--. He spoke much
Qf the everlasting love of God, and the consequent drawing- with lovingkindness. It was very sweet, and reminded me of years past, when that
passage, 'Yea, I have loved thee,' was so powerfully applied that the
savour of it has never left me. God is faithful to His promises, HiB oath,
and to His Son,
"])ccember 25.-Christmas ])ay.-Through the tender mercy of God I am
'spared a little longer; absent from my , home' and personally from' my
Father.' But what a favour to be out of hell, which I deserve! Why
-should the Lord look upon me, and save me? Certainly not for anything
in me, for at my best I have been an unprofitable, servant, and have not
·even done that which it was my duty to do. I can only give one answer,
'Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in Thy sight.' I am a wonder
unto many, for, though my body is wasted and full of pain, yet my mind
and pen are still active. I am sustained by the everlasting arms of love
and mercy underneath.
"])ecember 31.-The last day of 1875 finds me still a pilgrim here. Long
ago I expected to have reached my eternal home. Why I am thus
detained I cannot tell, except that I am to suffer as long as God, in His
all-wise purpose, chooses. I am graciously permitted to review many of
God's dealings with me, and they are truly wonderful. I can sing of
nothing but mercy, and show forth all His praise, for He has not only
supplied all my wants, but even my fancies, and friends have been kinder
than ever. I can only adore His holy name. 'Bless the Lord, 0 my soul! '
May I be kept looking out for the final summons, 'Come up higher! '
'Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly! '
Manchester.
(To be continued.)
E. S.

ELl'S RESPONSIBILITY.
He 1'eskained them not. "-1 SAM. iii. 13.
Yms, there it stands, "If thy right eye offend,
Remove at once the offending part from thee: "
E'en though it be thine eye, thy foot, thine hand;
Where thou hast rule, permit not sin to be.
'Thy son, thy child, however dear to thee,
Thou must not, to thy God's dishonour, spare;
But honour Him, and thou shalt honoured be;
Find Eh's history, and read it there.
No need for thee to doubt, though power be His;
For Eh's history shows thee what is thine;
Reprove the sin; then, if remonstrance fail,
Remove the sinner from the sacred shrine.
Be it thy first great thought to honour Him,
Though hard thy lot and lowly thine abode;
Earth's boasted honour is an empty dreamAlone he honoured is, who honours God.
"Beca1~se

Snave.

C.

DAWES.
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<1tnrr.ef;lunnhenu.
THIS TORMENTING TONGUE.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazt·ne.
DEAR SIR,-Thank you very much for your kindness to me in using
one of my pieces for Old Jonatlzan and two in the Magazine. I enclose a
few words for the Magazine, hoping that God may be pleased to use them"
Dear sir, as the time passes on I seem to get outwardly worse. I
cannot keep myself from often speaking unkind and angry words, and
often I find myself doing the thing I hate-speaking unkindly of my
neighbours behind their backs. How low and despicable a thing is
human nature! and, the longer one lives, the more of its vileness one
learns. If salvation were not all of grace, what hope would there be for
guilty sinners? N one, none; bnt, thank God, salvation is all of grace
from first to last, and" not of works, lest any man should boast."
When I first found 'peace through the blood of the I,amb, I thought
it would be peace all the journey through. I did not dream that I should
ever lose the assurance of my safety. I feared nothing then, and longed
to lay down this mortal life that I might flyaway to Jesus and be at
rest. But, as the time passes on, and more clearly I see that those only
for whom Christ shed His blood can be saved (thoug'h I knew this even
before I found peace in Jesus), and as I am made experimentally to know
more of my own sinful, deceitful heart, I am often brought to a standstill, and wonder whether, after all, I am safe, or deceived by the father
of lies. And thus I suppose it will be to the end of my pilgrimag'esometimes light and sometimes darlmess-sometimes doubts and sometimes glorious hopes-sometimes conflict and sometimes sweet, calm rest.
That, if on earth I never see your face, I may meet you with joy in
the Father's house above, is the hope and prayer of
Yours respectfully,
ISA.
[Beloved unknown, yet well-known, perhaps the best answer we can
give to your letter is the qnoting a couple of extracts from a little work
which we have now passing through the press, entitled, "MORNINGS WITH
JESUs,." Here they are:MIDNIGHT MUSINGS.-THE TONGUE.
LORD, as I lay aWitke during the midnight hours, and as I muse upon
the previous day and its busy scenes, how much cause do I discover for
the frequent and the ardent cry, " Set a watch, 0 Lord, before my mouth:
keep the door of my lips." Yea, well may J: seek for grace from on high
to "take heed to my ways, that I sin not with my tongue: I will keep
my mouth with a bridle, while the wicked is before me." "Who can tell
how oft he offendeth? 0 cleanse 'fhou me from my secret faults. % Keep
back Thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not get the
dominion over me; then shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from
the great transgression. Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in Thy sight, 0 Lord, my Strength and
my Redeemer."
Lord, I would be deeply humbl'ld before Thee, in the recollection that
in everything I offend-yea, "in many things I offend all." 0 Lord,
I pray Thee to enable me to be especially on my watch-tower in regard
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to the sins of the tongue. How often have I been sorely grieved, and
bitterly havfl I lamented, the yielding to the tempter in this respect, as
well as in very many other respects likewise. How ofcen, Lord, have I
proved, to the loathing of my inmost sonl, and with the most entire se1fdisgust and heart~grief and lamentation, that "the tongue is a little
member, and boasteth great things. Behold, how great a matter a little
fire kindleth ! And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the
tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth
on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell. For every
kind of beasts, a.nd of birds, and of serpents, and of things in the sea,
is tamed, and hath been tamed of mankind: but the tongue can no man
tame j it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison" (James iii. 5-8).
o Lord, how often has" the speaking unadvisedly with my lips" led
me to exclaim,lwith Thy servant Job, "I loathe it; I would not live alway."
Ob, then, blessed Lord, I entreat of Thee to possess me yet more and
more with a godly fear-a l'everential awe. Give me to feel yet more
deeply and becomingly that" Thou, God, seest me-; " yea, help me, I pray
. Thee, to "set the Lord always before me." Moreover, let me live with
tile end continuousl.y in view-as if each day were my last; and enable
. me, Lord, I entreat of Thee, so to speak and so to act as I shall wish I had
done, when I arrive at my last hour. L0rd, make this my mercy, for a
precious Ohrist's sake.
LEA'VING IT ALL WITH JESUS.
o THOU BLESSED IMMANUEL, Thou knowest I never am really so happy
as when enabled to plead with Thee, and to leave all that appertains
unto me in Thy hands. When my poor fellow-creatures censure or
upbraid, or when they lay to my charge things which I know not, oh, I
find it so good when strengthened to follow the counsel of Hezekiah
with regard to Rabshakeh, of whom we read: "But they held their
peace, and answered him not a word; for the king's commandment was,
saying, Answer Mm not." But, Lord, how marvellously and how comprehonsively and effectually didst Thou, in Thine own time and way,
anSlyer for him. " But I know thy abode, and thy going out, and thy
coming' in, and thy rage against me. Because thy rage against ME and
thy tumult is come up into mine ears, therefore I will put my hook in
thy nose, and my bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by the way
by whioh thou earnest."
Thus, Lord, Thou didst take matters into Thine own hands. Hezekiah
had in very deed" no need to fight in this battle, for the battle was not
his, but the Lord's." Oh, help me, in like manner, to "commit my way
unto the Lord j to trust also in Him, that He may bring it to pass."
What a wonder-working God art Thou! "Mighty to save; able to do
exceeding abundantly above all we ask or think."
:Moreover, Lord, I know, by blessed and happy experience, that one
of the sweetest frames with which one can be indulged, in regard to the
censure and reproach of one's fellow-men, is that with which the Psalmist
was indulged, with respect to the oursings of Shimei. " Let him alone,"
said he, "and let him ourse j for the Lord hath bidden him." And
what immediately sprang out of this submission and surrender on the
part of David? A most touching and prevailing prayer! "It may be
that the LORD will look on mine aflhotion, and that the LORD will reqnite
me good for his cursing this day."
How different was the spirit here exhibited by the Psalmist to that
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previously shown in rogard to N abal, respecting which he said to Abigail,
"Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, which sent thee this day to meet
me; and blessed be thy advice, and blessed be thou, which hast kept me
this day from coming to shed blood, and from avenging myself w:th
mine own hand."
Do, then, Lord, enable me to take heed to these precepts and patterns;
and may I never overlook the example of the still greater than David,
"who, when He was reviled, reviled not again; when He suffered, He
threatened not; but committed Himself to Him that j udgeth righteously."
Touching upon the aforenamed subject-THE TONGUE-when visiting
the" PRINTING NURSERY" from time to time, we often gaze upon tho
smiling, contented face of the first youth that was engaged there. He
is both deaf and dumb; and, as we gaze upon him, we are reminded
that that dear fellow bas never on0e sinned with bis tongue! He has
never uttered a blasphemy. He has never told a lie. He has never
slandered his neighbour. He has never repl'oached his Maker. Oh, in
this respect, from how much sin has he been saved! "Who knows?God grant it may be the case-that he may know personally and experimentally what it is even now to "speak to himl:'elf in psalms, and
hymns, and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in his heart to
the Lord." This we may add, with respect to this dear youth, that we
never remember to have seen a frown or the semblance of discontent
upon his countenance.
His aptitude-his willing cheerfulness-his
delight in occnpation, is l·emarkable. God, of His great mercy, bless
W-- M--; adopt him as His own; and grant that he may be bouna
up in the bundle of life with the Lord our God. He is never likely to
speak or to sing in tbis world. The Lord God of Israel grant that his
first words may be to Jesus, his first se,ng of Jesus and with Jesus !-ED.]
THE CONFLICT OVER AT EIGHTY-THREE.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-An aged saint, Mrs. :M:ary Ann Holditch, of Lynn, Norfolk, on the 9th of November entered that everlasting rest which is
prepared for the people of God. It was my happy privilege to be an
instrument in feeding this precious one with tne pure truths of new covenant love, which an elect people are ever sustained by while on pilgrimage.
Jehovah the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, in our blessed Lord
Jesus, was this dear saint's joy and peace.
Whilst a fellow-labourer with the Rev. T. Vincent Williams, at St.
John's, Lynn, during four months of this year, it gave much refreshment
to one's own soul vis:ting that favoured house. The words of 1'aul
might often have been applied in her case: "I glory in infirmities, that
the power of Christ may rest upon me." Next to God's holy Word, the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE had been her comfort for years. A post-card from
Miss Holditch the day following apprised me at dissolution, for" a house
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens."
I do trust that there is good reason to believe that all the survlvlllg
members of this family are, throug-h grace, "looking unto Jesus," and
will faithfully bear testimony for Him in their day and generation.
Yours in Gospel bonds,
13risiol.
J. G. SOUTHBY.
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STRANGE PATHS.
1'0 the Eddor of the Gospel 1lfl1gazine.
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DEAR Sm,-Three weeks ago, when you kindly granted me an interview aCtol' that delightful SundRy evening's service at St. Luke's, you
remarked that you wiluld be glad to hear from me. It is this which
emboldens me to tell you how much struck I was on reaching home with
your article in this month's GOSPEL MAGAZ[NE on, "He will regard the
prayer of the destitute, and will not despise their prayer," especially
where you speak of the'" covenant ordered in all things and sure,"
"although He make it not to grow."
N early ever since my blessed father's death, seven years ago (when
you wrote me the kind note, which has been in my pocket-book ever
since, and which so singularly did duty as a card), I have been in deep,
unmitigated, heart-scorching sorrow and exercise. Oircumstantially it
is too long- and complicated a history to trouble you with, but I am sure,
deal' Dr. DOUDNEY, you would give me your sympathy, could you know
all the mystery ana anguish through which my God is leading me.
ThElre is temporal sorrow of the keenest, which has kept me crusheel
before the Lord; but that is not the worst. It is the failure of God's own
burnt-in promises, upon which He has caused me to hope all these years!
Yes, it is an awful thing to say, but such is my present experience. He
gave me faith to trust His promise after promise, applied to my heart
with a power impossible either to describe or put aside, and severe
indeed were the trials to which He put the faith, but it only grew
stronger and morE> established on His dear words, and now all is over
for this life. Death does make an end of some things. It is a most
bitter experience; I have never heard of a similar one. It is so fearful
to read all t1108e assurances of Fatherly faithfulness: "For the Lord will
not forsil.ke His people;" "He will regard the prayer of the destitute,
and will not despise their prayer," &c. They would sound to me as an
utter mockery, were there not a secret feeling that there is a satisfaction
and a fulfilment yet to come, in a higher state, but much more literally
and fully than one has been in the habit of thinking. Oh, it has
,quickened my longing for departure! I have so much-so very much-to
die for now! I do so long to see my Father's truth and love. I would
trust tbem, even now, though they artl so completely hidden from my
sight; but circumstances, sin, misery, prevail against me, and make me
groan for deliverance.
You will, I hopEl, forgive me for thus trespassing on your time. Your
writings have been so long known and so highly valued, and have so
often been used" as the mouth at God," that I can scarcely think of you
as so much of a stranger as might seem. I have often thought of the
dark Saturday night which you told me had preceded the glowing testimony
for God's faithfulness to which I and my friend listened on the Sunday.
It seems to be even thus-the creature has to be poured out like water,
that Christ alone may be exalted.-Yours very sincerely,
truly 16, 1877.
E. R.
ANSWER.
[Inasmuch as we omit the Dame and address, we trust our correspondent will forgive us for inserting her letter. We do so for sundry
reasons. 1. It will, we doubt not, awaken sympathy, and lead to many
an uplifting of heart on her behalf. 2. It will be a means of proving to
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others that their case is not, as they had previously SUPP038d, rare ana.
altogether unlike any other's. 3. The comments whic~ possibly the
Lord may enable us to make may prove a word in season to others, as
we pl'ay God it may be in our correspondent's own (lase.
1. Now, dear tried one, the first thought which OCCUlTClc1 to us, on
reading your letter, was that given in 1 Peter iv. 12, 13 : "Belcved, think
it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try yOIl, as t~Ollgh
some strange thing happened unto you: but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are
partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when His glory shall be l'eve:1led,
ye may be glad also with exceeding joy." It is clear that the path
through which you are passing, and the trials with which you are exercised, are strange, mysterious, unaccountable. This is no new thin~.
It is precisely that line of things with which others are familiar, as well
as yourself, R.nd it is equally clear that those to whom the Apostle Peter
addresseel himself, in the language just quoted, were the subjects of like
thoughts and similar questionings. It is the old beaten track by which
pilgrims have ever travelled through the kingdom of grace to the I,ing-dom of glory. :1'I1:oreover, it is under such circumstn.nces that faith is
brought into operation. Hence blessed Hart has well siiil["Could we see bow all wCl'01'igbt,
Whel'e were room for creclence ?

'Tis by faith, and not by sight,
Christians learll obedience."

It has been well said, likewise, that-

" That traveller walks the snJest pCdJl
Who seldom sees his way."
2. Now, in proof that such is the case-that we see not, neither understand the Lord's mode of leading and dealing, but as He is pleased,
little by little and step by step, to open it up-do mark the statement of
the Apostle Paul-than whom no man was more highly fa70ul'ed of God.
We are often deeply struck with the fact, and to our own mind it has
been fraught with the richest comfort, unable as we commonly have
been-and still are-to see an inch before us, or to know what may be
the developments or unfoldings of even the very next hour. " And now,
behold," said the Apostle, "I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusulem,
not knowing the things that shall befall me there." This to us seems wonderful, that, privileged and indulged as he was of the Lord, even Paul was
in the dark as to particulars and details. :Now, beloved, if this were the
case with the Apostle, how little cause have you or ourselves to wonder or
complain.
3. Moreover, upon any other principle of thus being supportecl and
guided 9Y an unseen, but, at the same time, by an Almighty hand, where
were the use of such a passage as this, as well as numberless othel:
kinc1reJ Scriptures: "Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that
obeyeth the voice of His servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no
ligld? let him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon his Goel " ?
And how sweet and appropriate, in response, are the words, "I will trust,
and not be afraid,. " and, "What time I am afraid, I will tnest in Thee."
Look again to the prophet Micah, and see how precisely in accordance was
his state of mind: "Therefore, I will lool, unto the Lord; I will wceit for
the God of my salvation; my God will hear me." And sure we are that
the more we consider the leadings and experiences of others, and the
more closely we are enabled to analyze our own personal course, thEl'
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more clearly Wfl shall discover that the Lord had most to do where, by comparison, we vainly imagined He was least at work; that where we were
mo tly the subjects of doubt and fear and apprehension, there 'the Lord
was discovered afterwards as baving been so mercifully guarding and
guiding, protecting and providing, whilst, at the very time, we were so
little conscious of the fact. And have we not, again and again and
again, in the review, been compelled to exclaim, "Oh, if our God had
not so lovingly and so considerately and so mercifully been beforehand
with us, what should we bave done? Had He not ratified and confirmed His word, 'Your Father knoweth what thing-s ye have need of,
before ye ask Him,' oh, into what labyrinths and dilemmas and inextricable difficulties we should have been plunged"? Bnt, ah ! adored be
His name, He knew all; He foresaw all; and, in His own wise, wonderworking,'and God-like way, He has provided for and against all; so that,
in the sequel, we have been compelled to exclaim, "This is the Lord's
doings, and it is marvellous in our eyes." Aye, and marvellous it well
may be! Ah, dear tried and troubled one, how well do we remember,
some five-and-twenty years ago, the Lord speaking home that word to
our heart, "Thou shalt see greater things than these." It seemed, at
the time, to be an impossibility, and we reasoned and remonstrated,
asking the Lord how it was possible for Him to show greater things than
He had done; but, however, He has fulfilled His promises and confirmed
His word, for, from that moment to this, He has been going on and on
and on, showing greater and still greater things, so that we are oftentimes, in the review- and contemplation, lost in adoring wonder, love, ancl
praise. But mark this, although such is the fact, as already intimated,
we can no more see our hand before us now than aforetime ; and wherein
we have so commonly to rebuke ourselves, and to charge ourselves with
the greatest folly, is, that, in the face of past experience and present
realities, we are so constantly finding ourselves at our own foolish work
again-that is, seeking to see and feel and know-in a word, striving to
walk by sigltt and sense, rather than by simple faitlt and chilulike trust.
This is our stupidity-this our foUy-from day to day; and in this, in
no small measure and degree, consists our daily cross. Merely changing
a word or two of the poet's language, we might sing" Could we but TRUST Thee, dearest Lord,
How easy all would be!
We would, but cannot; Lord, relieve!
Our help must come from 'rhee."
4. Be assured, dear fellow-traveller, that, whatever your conclusions,
and notwithstanding your dark and gloomy apprehensions as to the fruits
and consequences of sin, unbelief, and creature- defilement, the Lord, in
the sequel, will not only prove to be better than all your fears, but you
will put a totally different construction upon all His leadings and dealings to what you now do. You may imagine that this and that is hopeless.
Your expectations, in sundry particulars, may be cut off; and you may
exclaim, as one before you long since did, "My strength and my hope is
perished from the Lord." But was such the case? How very shortly
afterwards did the prophet say (see Lam. iii. 24); "The Lord is my
portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope in Him." Here is a contradiction-just one of those reverses which you so constantly meet with
in the experiences of the dear children of God. A ray of light sbining
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in upon the previously dark and benighted mind scatters all darkness
and dispels all fears and removee all doubts in the twinkling of an eye;
and the dear trembling and troubled one is re-established in it sweet and
blessed realization of the grace and love and mercy of a covenant God.
Do look at the fortieth Psalm-oh, how we lava it !-and the sixty-ninth,
and the 116th-but glance at the former for a moment: "I waited
patiently [surely we can rarely say this-no, petulantly would mostly be
the truer word] for the Lord; and He inclined unto me, and heard my
cry. He brought me np also out of an lwrrible pit, ant of the miry clay,
and set my feet upon a ROCK, and ESTABLISHED my goings." Oh, that
established! what a word that has proved, after all the halting, the wavering, with "the feet almost gone, and the steps well-nigh to have slipped."
Why, beloved, in speaking to a poor doubting soul, the other day-one
who had been walking in Zion's pathway during the last ten or twelve
years, but who often times has grav'! doubts as to whether she knows anything of the" secret of the Lord" or not-we said we had known what
it was to feel so hard, so callous, so utterly indifferent to the things which
make for our peace, as to give all we had for a desire even. Yea, to feel
80 dead, as it were, and plucked up by the roots-to feel so cut off and
cast away as a dead branch-as to give the world, had it been ours, for
0ne living cravin.CJ, one holy longing, one ardent panting after J esns! There
is a state to be in! See, on the one hand, this condition as depicted in
1eremiah ii. 25: "Thou saidst, There is no hope [margin, 'Is the case
desperate? ' Ah, beloved, do you understand the language 'the case
desperate'? If we mistake not, your letter implies it-see, therefore,
the path has previously been trodden] : no; for I have loved strangers,
~nd after them will I go." Ah, and 'who intercepted? who stepped in
between the determination and the defeat-the resolve and the nonfulfilment? whose arm intel'posed between the tempter and the tempted
one? How was it we said, "I have loved strangers, and after them
will I go," at all hazards, in spite of all consequences, whatever the
result, even though it were hell and destruction; yet, nevertheless, we
went not? How was this? How? Because' our gracious, merciful,
oovenant-keeping God said to the tempter, "Thus far shalt thou go, and
no further," and because His own arm brought salvation, and kept ns
back from sinning against Him. But observe, beloved, on the other
hand, with respect to the value, the preciousness, the inestimable boon
·of a living, Spirit.instilled, and Holy Ghost maintained" desire" in the
hearts of His quickened ones: "0 Lord, I beseech Thee, let now Thine
·ear be attentive to the prayer of Thy servant, and to the prayer of Thy
servants, who destre to fear Thy name" (Neh. i. 11). Then turn to
Psalm x. 17: "Lord, Thou hast heard the desire of the humble: Thou
wilt prepare [margin, 'establish'] their heart, Thou wilt cause Thine
ear to hear." Again, Psalm xxi. 2: "Thou hast given him his
heart's destre, and hast not withholden the request of his lips." For a
proof of that blessed reciprocity which exists between the Lord's dear
people and Himself, see it in those two Scriptures: first, Isaiah xxvi. 8 :
«Yea, in the way of Thy judgments, 0 Lord, have we waited for Thee;
the desire of our soul is to Thy name, and to the remembrance of Thee;"
secondly, Canticles vii. 10, "I am my Beloved's, and His desire is toward
me." Dear sorrowing one, here is the climax! Do you think the Lord
God Omnipotent will be defeated in His desire, or be the Subject of disappointment? That is far from Him !-EDITOR. ]
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"IS IT FROM THE LORD? "-ONE OF THE PILGRIMS'
HARD QUESTIONS.
To the Editor of the Gospel Maga'l,ine.
DEAR SIR,-I am trying to write a few lines to you concerning something that is often in my thoughts. For some time previous to April of
the present year I had been wishing and longing for something that
God only could give me. Everything seemed against my wishes; there·
was nothing to give me any hope that my desire would ever be fulfilled.
But last April the following promises came with great power into my
mind: "Delight thyself also in the Lord; and He shall give thee the
desires or thine heart. Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in
Him j and He shall bring it to pass" (Psalm xxxvii. 4, 5). It was not sc}
much at one particular time that they inspired me with hope, but again
and again. As the days went on they kept coming into my mind, and
making me hope that God would give me tb.e thing for whicb. I longed.
One evening I was alone and thinking of the promise, and wondering'
whether I had any rigM to expect a fulfilment in the way in which I waslooking for it, when the following words came: "I wait for the Lord j my
soul doth wait, and in His Word do I hope j " and, "Remember the word
unto Thy servant, upon which Thou hast caused me to hope;" and sinca
then I have hoped and prayed for the long-ed-for blessing, often looking
forward, feeling that in God's good time He will bring to pass the thing
for which I pray-tb.ough outwardly all things are against me, and it
seems impossible-and often tempest-tossed within my soul, fearing that.
1. have taken these promises to myself, and that God did not give them.
to me. I am often so much afraid that it is a snare of Satan-that he is
making me believe that God spoke the words to my soul, when it was
only my natural memory that brought t}lem into my mind. And oh!
sometimes I tremhle j for, if I come to my last hour, and these promises.
have not been fulfilled, then I fear the tempter will assault and worry
me, and make me doubt the work of God in my soul. And I am now
ready to fear, for, if Satall can deceive so much about one thing, he can
another; and, if he has made me think God spoke to my heart about
earthly blessings when only memory and imagination were at work, he
could do the same about eternal things. Sometimes the promise comes,.
"All things whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall
receive;" and I wonder, then, whether that does not mean that, even in.
earthly things, if God gives us the faith, that we shall receive the things
for which we ask ?-that faith 'is not an earnest of the coming gift?
Would God allow His children to believe that they should receive a blessing for which they pray, if He did not intend to give it to them? Jesus
said, "If ye have faith as a grain of mustard-seed." Surely our faith
takes hold of God's promises for things of time as well as for eternity;.
and is not the faith given a token that in His own time He will
abundantly answer our prayers, and satisfy our hearts with the.
good things we desire of Him? I know that He would not make
me believe I should receive what I desire if He did not intend to give it j.
but how can I know whether the hope arises' from His work or my own
imagination? I cannot bear to think that all these hopes will prove
vain, and nothing but the work of the flesh; for how shall I know that,.
when words of comfort flow into my heart, and make it look up to
heaven and to Jesus, and melt it down with love to Him who died and
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again for His people's sins-how shall I know but what that, too, is
nothing but the work of the flesh?
I have written this to you, hoping that God would lead you to write
something that may help me. Please pardon the liberty taken by
Yours respectfully,

P.S.-I hope you will not think this long letter tiresome; but the
thought of meeting death, or of one other circumstance occurring that
would render the fulfilment of t he promise impossible, is so dreadful; for
if this word of promise fail, "All things whatsoever ye ask in prayer,
believing, ye shall receive," how shall I know that any of the
promises in the Word are true? how shall I know that the promise that
J GSUS will in no wise cast out any poor sinner that comes to Him has not
some other meaning than that which appears? "Whatsoever ye ask,
believing.," even though the faith be as small" as a grain of mustardseed;" and surely there must be faith, when I hope for that which men
would say was most unlikely, ply only reason for hope being the almighty
arm of God.
ANSWER.

1. With respect to asking things of God, there are difficulties which
generally take time to develop, and which the Lord Himself clears up
in His own way.
2. Now, the first consideration is, What is our rnot£ve in asking this or
that at the Lord's hands? This, as we have said, generally takes time to
tell.
e often t1!ink we are right. As far as we can see, our intentions
are good. We believe our object is pure; but oh, after a season, in
clearer light, and under another aspect, what a very different view do we
take of matters! and how thankful we are for previous disappointments
and defeats! With respect to these, how often have some of us proved
the truth of the lines"Good, when He gives, supremely good,
Nor less when He denies
E'en m'osses, in His sovereign hand",
Are blessings in disguise."
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From our inmost heart we believe that we shall have as great, or
greater, reason to bless, praise, and adore the taking or the wdh.arau£ng
on the part of our God, as for His rich and gracious bestow~'ngs ! upon this
principle we have thought that, personally, we have had more cause to
praise Him for foes than for friends! Th~ foes have, almost of necessity,
driven us to Him; the fr£ends have too often rlrawnus off from Him. The
foes have accused us, and we have gone to the Lord, as the great Searcher
of hearts, to appeal to Him, and He has, on our behalf, denied the
accusation; the fr£enrls have allured us, and, for the time being at least,
we have forsaken the Lord, and thus proved our folly in "forsaking Him,
the Fountain of living waters, and hewing out to ourselves cisterns,
broken. c~sterDs, which could hold no water." The fact is, we are so weak,
so carnal, so earth-bound, that there is scarcely a gift-if one-that we
are able to manage. We are for most part like silly children, who have
scarcely got the toy, before they 80 meddle with it as to mal', if not actually
to destroy it.
.
3. But now, presuming that the gift or blessing asked for at the hand
of the Lorel has not been such as is condemned by the Apostle J ames,
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when he Bays, "Ye ask and receive not, because ye ask amiss, tbat ye
may consnme it upon your lusts" (margin, "pleasures "), there 'is no grmmd
whatever ./01' discouragement, because the promise in its fu7jilment is delayed.
And, observe, the clearer and the more conclusive at the timo of the promise being given, the severer the test, and generally the longO?' tlte lapsc of
timo, prior to dsju7jilment. You may almost take this for granted. Moreover, the greater the sweetness and the more blessed the power at such
sacred seasons, the denser the da·rkness afterwards. Did time and space
}lerrnit, we might illustrate these points by an appeal to the lives of
Abraham, J acob, J oseph, David, and others. See, on the one hand, how
clear and how conclusive the pledg'es; on tho other, consider how long' a
time, und under ,;"hat critical and seeming']Y contradietory circumstances,
the "death. upon the promise" remained-such a death as none out
J ehovah Himself could remove.
4. The exercises of which you speak, in regard to the suggestions of the
wicked ono-as to if deceived upon one point, why not all ?--are such as a
large proporlion of the Lord's children are most familial' with. It is very
common ground for the udversary to occupy. His great object is to draw
us uway Ji'om the throne, and he seeks to the utmost of his power to
bring us under the influence of mere sIght and sense. He llates faith, and
does what he can to prevent us from followinf'; the notable example of
the putriul'ch who "against hope believed in hope." VVhat Ituman
prospect whatever was there of Abraham's huving a son by Sarah?
Upon tile same ground, what right had Joseph ever to expect to be only
next to Pharaoh in authority in Egypt? and a mere shepherd-boy to
reign for forty years us king over Israel? But think for a moment of the
deep heart-exercises and the intense soul-travail whi.ch were involved
between the ano£nting to these positions and the attainment thereunto.
And the argument holds good in almost ull the Lord's dealings with
His people. He will exercise the grace He bestows; He will try the
faith He gives. His gi.fts are too preciolls to be frittered away, and of
too much value to be left neutral or in a state of disuse.
5. Further, the interval between the sealing home of the promise ancl
its fulfilment is one in which the life of God in the soul is developed,
and intimacy. and fellowship, and holy familiarity between the Lord
Himself and Ris dear people, in a greater or less degree nourished and
maintained.
6. vVe In-e quite aware of the difficulty in ascertaining what is the
direct application of tho Holy Ghost upon the soul, and what is the
[iirnple effect or product of mere memory. Now, whatever the latter
may do in regard to bringing to mind this or that portion or promise,
however suitable or appropriate that portion or promise may be, mere
memory cannot convey with it that dew, that unction, that savour, that
lowliness uncI meekness and crumbling into s\veetest nothingness before
the Lmcl, VI' hi(;h the Spirit-spoken and the Spirit-applied portion or promise prodUCES, Look at it in Rannah and M:anoah's wife, and David
and Elizabeth and Mary. Mark the meekness and the tnellownes8-aye,
and we may add, and the melting into a sweet nothingness and a holy
humility and a gracious admiration, and an entire surrender at His feetwhich the sovereign power of the Holy Ghost-and His power alone-can
produce.
7. Another distinguishing feature of a Spirit-applied promise is thistho ::\t least occasional fallillg into the Lord's hands, perfectly resigned. to
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His will, whether to give or take, withhold or bestow. Now, no mere
memory-word or human-recalling portiou can give this. The fleshly or
the human can never rise above itself, and its language always is, " Give!
give! " not" Take! take!" except in fretfui outbursts of impatience and
rebellion. The "Be it unto me according to Thy word," or, "Not as I
will, but as Thou wilt, Lord," is distinctly of and from Himself-not in
any wise of the flesh or the creature.
8. Moreover, the mere product of the natural mind, so far from being
attended with self-loathing and creature-distrust, prompts to pride and selfgratulation. It exalts the great I of the flesh rather than dethrones
him.
Finally, to a watcher and a waiter at the footstool of mercy, that is a
sweet Scripture, "When the time of the promise drew nigh;" that is,
when matters are well-nigh ripe, in all respects, for the Lord to fulfil His
word. Oh, that is a precious time, indeed, and all the circumstances
most blessed, bearing upon the face of them tbat blessed experience of
Hannah, "For this child I lwayed; and the Lord hath given me my
petition which I asked of Him." Observe the very meaning of the name
Samuel-" Asked of God." May we not well ask ourselves the question,
"Upon how many gifts, or this or that which we may possess, eau we
write the word' Samuel '-asked of God? Upon what objects can we
look and say, 'This was asked of God;' 'That was asked of God'''?'
If we can answer in the affirmative, there is one thing of which we may
be certain-all such gifts, such treasures, such boons, will wear welt.
But we could insist upon this, and lay great stress upon it: all such gifts
and blessings at the Lord's hand have had to be sought after and wa~'ted for.
When the Lord is about to bestow a gift, or to grant a blessing, He first
gives a senss of the need of it; then He puts it into the heart of the
needy one to ask it of Him; and then, with the faith that asks, which is
His own gift, He gives the patience to wrestle, to watc1~, and to wait,. and
such wrestling, watching, waiting faith shall never be defeated nor disappointed; and why? Because, as we have said, it is God's own gift;
and His gifts are God-gifts: gifts worthy of a God! Nor does He ever
do things by halves! He never begins and, by change of mind or failure
of means, fails to fulfil. Never, never! As God is omniscient, He sees
the end from the beginning. All is naked and open before Him. Everything stands revealed to Him in the ETERNAL, EVER-PRESENT NOW in
which He lives. There are no after-thoughts with the Most High. He
has no second party to consult. He lives as the eternal, immutable
J ehovah, in His own self-existence. He" worketh all things after the
counsel of His own will." Oh, what a God is our God! Well may the
poet say"This God is the God we adore,
Our faithful, unchangeable Friend;
Whose love is as large as His power,
And neither knows measure nor end.
"'Tis Jesus, the Firat and the Last,
Whose Spirit must guide us safe home!
We'll praise Him for all that is past,
And t1'USt Him for all that's to come."
EDITOR.
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GOSIEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor of t.1e Gospel Magazine.

.1

My DEAR FRIENl>,'- The following extracts taken from letters just
received will, I trust, have the effect of stirring up old friends, and raising
up fresh helperil to assist in the carrying on of this g'ood work, and, if it
be the Lord's will, to grea.tly extend its usefulness during the fifth yeal',
upon which it has already entered. "Whatsoever thy hand finc1eth to
do, do it WIth thy might," and" Always abounding in the work of the
Lord," must be my apology for so much importunity in this matter. The
remembrance of my past sins in the army, coupled with an abiding sense
of God's wondr')us love in plucking me as a brand from the burning,
together with His amazin~ faithfulness to one so unworthyevel' since,
constrains me to "work while it is day, for the night cometh when no
man can work."
DEAR MR. BRIDER,-YOUl' box of books is to hand, and is ~t real Godsend to me in my work. I was quite cleared out of everything; now I shall be
able to run 00 :tgain, not only speaking of the things touching the kingdom,
but leaving behind me those silent messengers which tell of man'" disobedience and ruin, and of the Father's new and living way into the holieat by the
blood of J eaus. I believe it w,mld be sitllply impossible to estimate the amount
of good, both temporal and spiritual, which these messengers do in the hands
of our wonder-working God. Last week I met an old sailo:', to whom months
ago I gave an Old Jonathan. He showed me the copy, and pointed to one article,
saying, " I have read that five or six times, and I am pl'oving it; true. I used
to drink greatly and neglect my home; now, thank God, I h~Lve as happy a
home as any m:l,n can wi~h for." You can imagine I was much int,crested in
his story, anll wish.I could' tell you the whole of it. Poor Olcl Jonathcm
was yellow and creased with'marks of more than one "salt sprity" that had
leaked through deck and locker, but was evidently tl'easll1'ec1 by the old sailor.
I am also thankful to say that several of the men on bOal·a the same ship
have becn indLwed to give np thc drink ,tud its aCC()mp'1I~jmcnts,and, as ~
matter of course, have become more thoughtful men anti bettcl' seamen, and
I can only trust that they may be led to the sinr.er's F.rj(mc1 ere long.
With best love and every good wish for your work in the Lord, yours,
The Sll bjoiucd letter came to hand this morning, and it is inserted ill
the hope that friends will not be found wanting' to assist in the m"tter:J'ily DEAR SIR,-I sea by the report of the Book lIfission whicD. bas been
forwarded to me, that grants of books are made for the use of our soldiers.
Will you albw me to bring to your notice and to solicit a grant on behalf of.
the Soldiers Cafe, Reading and Mission Room, on the eve of beillg opened
in this garrison? The house wo have taken, and which is being fitted lip for
the purpose, was formerly a pttblic house 11ear to the barracks, and, consequently, a prolific source of mischief to the men. A committee of g-entlelien have undcl'tctken its management who, with myself, are anxious t" make
it a means for f;ood. We are tryin~ to coiJect a library of r-ood, wholesome
literature, whicll may tend, under the divine blessing, to le:d.ing some to a
know ledge of a Saviour whom to. knolV is everlasting life~ Of necessity a
gl'~at expense hJS attended the fittmg, &c., of the house, ana we are not in a
position to makQ any speCIal outlay 101' books at present. If, tuerefore. you
can help in forming the nucleus of a good library, we shall feel very thankful.
Prn,ying God to ble~s your efforts to promote His glory in the knowledge of
I-lis deal' Son our SaVIOur, I am, &e.,
_
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We purpose. God willing, sending a large case of books to this dear
servant of the Lord, hy tlte middle of December. Bound volumes will
be heartily weicoLlecl for this box by the manager of the Mi~sion,
Devizes Roa,cl, Salisbury, who will also acknowledge by numbered
official receipt the smallest donation to the work.
I remain, my clear friends, yours affectionately in our Lord,
CRARLES BRIDER.

FREE

GRACE

IN

BRIGHTON.

To tlte Editor of tlw Gopel Magazine.
DEAR SIR, -While reading "A Word from Paris," in t.his month's GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, from the pen of the Rev. J. A. Wallinger, I noticed that that
esteemed and agecl standard- bearer seemed in doubt as to the position of
Providence Chapel, as he prefixes a "perhaps." As this uncertainty on
the part of the writer may cause some apprehension, I feel bound, as a
member of the cause, to write to you; and. while I know the ministry to be
a living one to my soul-a separati::lg and discriminating ministry, which
God is blessing to the establishiJl go in truth of a people "gathered"
from all parts-lest a line from me may not be sufficient, I enclose a
copy of the" Confeesion of Faith," and call to the ministry of the present pastor, Mr. Thomas Lawson; and that you may also know the
character of the preaching after seven years' labour, I forward three of
his published sermons for your perusal. ~I might also add, our pastor has
aided in the disseminating some 10,000 copies of that able tract of Mrs.
Hoblyn's, " Nothing- to Pay" (which you have expressed so much commendation of), among all classes in Brighton.
It is sweet to find the epistles of gracious men, wbile uncM'tain of time
things and matters, yet, in the things" touching the kingdom," to be of
one spirit in CHRIST.
Apologising for this intrusion, which is dictated in love and affection,
believe me, yours in hope, through sovereign grace,
BrigMon, Oct. 8, 1877.
A. M. R.

"WATCHMAN, WHAT OF THE NIGHT?"
ISAIAH

WATCHMAN, on the hills of Sion,
Tell U~, tell us of the night;
Is there not the faintest glimmer
Of the welcome morning light?
Is there not the slightest token
Of the breaking of the dawn?
Is there not one little signal
Of that ever-radiant room?
We bave long been waiting, watching
For the dawning of the day,
Which shall be to us such gladness,
Which sball fix our time of stay:

xxi.

11.

Here our eyes are growing heavy
With the vigil tbat we keep;
For we dare not leave off watchinO'
Nor we dare not fall asleep. e'
Then, 0 watchman, tell us, tell us,
Tell us of this long, long ni<>ht;
Tell us if there is a token
<>
Of the all-resplendent light;
So we will keep waiting, watching
For the slightest sign from thee,
To inform us of the coming
Of the ever·blessed Three.
EMlI'fELINE.

, ,

Tlte Gospel Magazine.

683

ONE IIOUR WITH THE OLD AND ANOTHER WITH THE
YOUNG.
IT was the eleventh anniversary of several old disciples being' invited to
a noighbouring boarding school. Upon this occasion there were twelve
present. One only remained of those who had thus assembled at their first
meeting. She is a mother in Israel of upwards of fourscore. Their united
ages at their recent gathering amounted to exactly eight hundred years!
We, as usual, joined them after tea. We first sang a hymn, and then
a portion of the sixteenth chapter of Acts was read, and commented
upon. Then prayer and another h.vmn; after which the young ladies
of the Bstablishment presented each of the aged visitors with a nice
warm newly-made gai'ment, and a copy of "WALKS AND TALKS WIrR
FELLOW-TRAVELLERS." Upon the previous meeting-that of last yeara copy of "WALKS AND TALKS WITH JEsUS" had been given; and one of
the old ladies had great pleasure in stating the fact that" she had lent
her copy to no less than seventeen persons."
.
After this presentation, we were agreeably surprised to have handed
to us a very pretty illuminated tablet, containing the following acrostic.
The texts, we were happy to hear, had been chosen unitedly by the dear
young friends then present : PROMISES.
Delight thyself also in the Lord; and He shall give thee the desires of
thine heart (Psa. xxxvii. 4).
A s thy days, so shall thy strength be (Deut. xxxiii. 25).
Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in
my name, He will give it you (John xvi. 23).
I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee (Reb. xiii. :'.)
D raw nigh to God, and He will draw 1I1gh to you (Jas. iv. 8).
A nd it shall come. to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and
while they are yet speaking, I will hear (Isa. lxv. 24).
L 0, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world (Matt.
xxviii. 20).
F ear thou not; for I am with thee (Isa. xli. 10).
Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven
(Matt. v. 12).
Even to hoar hairs will I carry you (Isa. xlvi. 4).
Deal courageously, and the Lord shall be with the good (2 Chron. xix.l1).
Deep calleth unto deep at the noise of Thy waterspouts: all Thy waves
and Thy billows are gone over me. Yet the Lord will command
His lovingkindness in the daytime, and in the night His song shall
be with me, and my prayer unto the God of my life (Psa. xlii. 7, 8).
o pen thy mouth wide, and I will fill it (Psa. lxxxi. 10.)
Unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of Righteousness arise with
healings in His wings (Mal. iv. 2).
Death, I will be thy plagues; 0 grave, I will be thy destruction
(Hos. xiii. 14).
N 0 good thing will He withhold from them that walk uprightly
(Psa. lxxxiv. ll).
Even I, am He that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake,
and will not remember tby sins (Isa. xliii. 25).
Yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold tbee with the right hand of
my righteousness (Isa. xli. 10)..
2 c 2
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At the close of the meeting we recollected we had just received a MS.
for approval. Aware of the conversational powers of a beloved niece,
and having, during frequent visits at her house, witnessed her aptitude
as a mother for teaching and training, we had suggested her writing a
little book, ontitled, "TALKS WITH My CHILDREN. By AUNT Lucy." Hence,
'GP pt'()ro~ed tpsting the book by reading a pOI-tion of the MS. to the young
people. We hau done so upon a former occasion with our ,. SERVICE
AT HOME."o)(, Upon many after-evenings we have had delightful little
services at that establishment. Our proposal upon the present occasion
was readily accepted. Consequently, the next evening we passed another
hour among the young friends in reading a portion of the MS.; and the
next forenoon were much gratified at receiving the annexed letter, signed
by one of the principals of the school, a senior teacher, and twentytwo pupils : DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-We arc writing to thank you for the very pleasant
re<lding you gave us last evening. We all enjoyed hea,ring. the m~muscript
so much. We think it very interesting indeed. It is so simple and true, and
contains such beautiful teaching for all. We are hoping very soon to see it
in print; it would be such a va:Juable Christmas present for the little ones
a.t home.
With kind love to yourself and Mrs. Doudlley, we remain, very sincerely
Jours,
[Here follow twenty-four signatures.]
S07nerset House, Nov. 15th, 1877.
We have only to add, that we feel a lively interest in the afurenamed
book. Sensible as we are of the amouJit of pernicious literaturo which is
now scattered broadcast over the land, we are the more anxious that a oounteracting influence should be brought to bear upon it. Not only a ooarse
and most destructive tone is rife in the publications of these days, but a
refined and subtle and most captivating style of writing is adopted, in
which the most poisonous and anti-scriptural sentiments are embodied.
Hence our anxiety that the experiences of life should be presented to the
youthful mind, baoked up and supported hy the precious Word of God. In
this uut" beloved niece has most happily succeeded. She has expressed
herself in a oheerful, animated, and motherly way; at the same time with
a peculiar aptitude she has inculcated tne precious doctrinal truths and
illustrative facts of the blessed Book of God, with here and there a sweet
song of Zion.
GATHERING AND COMFORTING.
(From" Walks and Talks with Jesus.")

BUIJ,DING on the promises
Of His own precious Word,
Trusting in the s:wrifice
Of Jesus Christ, my Lord.
Cl~ansed by Thy cleansing blood,
o Saviour dear, divine,
The world no longer holds me,
For I am ever Thine.
Can this be-a sinner such as I?
Ab, weak faith doubts it,

But this is Christ's reply:
" I know thy failings, and
Thy days with care replete,
Thy anguish bowed head,
Thy waiting- at my feet."
Tho " still, small voice" 'within
Whispers, "In peace arise,
A little longer there to dwell,
Then aye beyond tbe skies."
L. HARDING.

" "Senice at Heme, for the Young Folks in Schools and Families, for Wet Sundays
D,nd Winter Evening,." IV. Mack, 1, ]'atemcst,l' S'luare, London; and Park Street,
Bristol.
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TO TRill REV. G. WILKINSON,
RECTOlt OF SNARGATE, FROM IllS LATE CLERK.
My DEAlt FRIEND' AND PASTOR,-I feel very grateful to you for taking
so much trouble in sending those books and tracts, all of which contain
sound Gospel truths; and, of them all, I could not tell you which I liked
bost. The GOSPEL MAGAZINE puts me in mind of some books which once
fell into my hands, called the Spi1-itual T0restle'r and the Gospel Standar·d.
They are all very instructive, and, I believe, with God's help, a sure g-uide
to heaven. It gives me much pleasure to read them, for I see that God's
people have, through much tribulation, gained the" prize of their high
calling-," which is in Christ J csus our Lord. The power of' God is shown
forth in them, and not the free-will of man. When I was speaking to the
minister here about the sin and wickedncss in our day, he said it was
astonishing that men would not turn from their wickedness. I said, " The
question is, whether they can turn." He replied, "They might all be·
saved if they liked." I said, "What is there to make them like? How
(lan a man like a thing with which his mind is at enmity? My belief is,
that a man cannot do anything with a hee will for God until he feels that
God has done something for him; and this is the gift of the Holy Ghost.
Then he works for love, and not for duty's sake." I cannot believe much
about man's power. One thing I am quite sure of, and that is, that I feel
I have no power to keep myself from sin, although I know that it will
grieve the Holy Spirit; and, the more I strive against sin, the more temptation seems to cross my path, and often makes me groan and sigh, and use
the words of St. Paul, "0 wretched man that I am! who shall deliver
me from the body of this death?" Well may we say, "By grace we are
savefl through faith, and that not of ourselves; it is the gift of God."
I cannot express my thanks for your photograph. I have the charge of
about 400 head of cattle, and 2,500 acres of land. I get £2 per week,
and ten per cent. on all I can make of butter, etc.
Praying the Lord to give you strength to labour, and crown your
labours with success, and give you a crown of glory" which fadeth not
away," I remain, with kind love, your humble servant,
RockTwrnpton, Queenslan{l,
J. SWADLIKG,
April 22nd, 1.877.
Late of Snargate, Kent_
ToYs.-\Vhen does the toy age really cease? Look at the rich man
with his establishment. What is it but a bigger box of toys? the tin
coach grown up big, the horses become alive; the box of sheep and cows
developed and better made, able to walk, and bleat, and low; the trees
able to stand more firmly than those old avenues, whose trees were all of
that one-peal,ed shape, with the green ringlets up them; the toy ship
grown into a yacht; the box of dinner things, with the varnished
provisions immovable upon them, exchanged for those grand dinners 0,
If(, R1t8Se; the doll passed into a wife; the baby nurse into a nursery. Ah,
sad if the command came to lay by these in a box, and put them on a
shelf iu Earth's great cupboard for our broken toys! Well, I grant you,
it would ))e a poor way to consider of things, to look at these onlv as toys,
only as mil,istor,~ for amusement and stays for the whim of the hour.
But it is certain that they who look not beyond this brief life do thus
consider of them-do thus employ them. The toy age continues all the
lifo long, though the child's heart goes soon..
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The Queen of Picture Books for Boys and Girls. London: Suuday
School Union. Price 5s:-A splendid present or prize for a ('hil<1, full
of attractive pictures, and very handsomely boun<1.
Kind Words. New Series. Vol. VII. London: Sunday School Union.
Price 3s.-A most attractive volume for the young. vVe overhear a
schoolboy ecstatically expressing his opinion of it. as being' "ili!mensely
interesting! "
lhe Sunday School Teachers' llfanuaZ. By W. H. GROSER, RSc. London:
Sunday School Union. Price 4s. Pp. 28?.-"'We wish thAt every Sunday
School teacher could read this work; it contains many useful hints, and
much sound advice.
The Kingdoms of Israel and Judall. Part II. By S. G. GllEEN, D.D.
London: Sunday School Union. Price 2s. Pp. 1H.-The second part
of a work which we previously recommended. It seems to be quite equal
in merit to the first part.
Tlw Sunday School Teacher's Pocket Book and IJiary for lS78. Price 28.
The Sunday School Teacher's Class Register for 1878. Price 4<1. London:
Sunday School Union.-A most useful pocket-book, and an excellent
class register.
The Apostle of the Gentilns. By B. P. PASIC London: Sunday School
Union. Price 4s. Pp. 380.
THIS is a hand-book to the life and travels of the great Apostle. It contains critical and illustrative notes, and is made additionally interesting
by notes on Ephesus, from the pen of Mr. J. T. vVoo<1, the author of
"Discoveries at Ephesus." It is a valuable contribution to Sunday
School literature.
. Old Paths. By the Rev. J. C. RYLE. Pp. 521. London: W. Hunt
and Co.
A SERIES of papers, written in Mr. Ryle's most vigorous etyle, on the
leading doctrines of Christianity, such as inspiration, forgiveness, justification, conversion, faith, repentance, election, perseverance, &c.
Mr. Ryle says, "I am convinced that there are thousands of people
in England who are willing to read a volztme, but will never look at anything in the form of a tract. It is for them that I now send forth' Old
Paths.' "
The Hermit of Livry. A Tale of the Time of Calvin. Price 3s. 6d.
Jessz'e's Troubles, and What Became of Them. Price Is. 6d. EUy Knott;
or, Silver-lined elmtds. Price Is. Cd. ,Agatha's Prust, and How She
Kept it. Price 2s. 6d.
MOST young people are fond of story-books, and they expect to be supplied with new ones at Christmas-time. It is an important thing that they
should be supplied with really good books, whose influence shall be
deoidedly beneficial. We can heartily recommend the foregoing, all
'Published by the Sunday School Union, and got up in an attractive style.
The first is a thoroughly Protestant story, founded on fact, interesting
and well written j we should like to see it very widely circulated. The
second shows the evil of bad company, and the good influence of a wise
sister. The third is an example of an affiicterl life made beautiful and
useful. The fourth is an examplo of a trust nobly kept.

'"

lIte Gospel M agazillc.
1'1U! Joi'euol'll

687

Dy IIELY SMITTI, Rector of Tansley. London:
Scoley, Jachson, and Halliday. Pp. 11!).
'I'll IS i fL l'l'izo essay on the motto, "Novum Testamentum in Vetere
wl It. (,t Y l t1l8 in Novo patet," or, "The New Testament is concealed in
tll
1o, and the Old is revealed in the Nell·." Mr. Smith imagines a
1 rge rOOlD, whose walls and ceiling are elaborately decorated, and a
stranger entering it when the light is dim. The stranger at onco observes
that there is a variegated pattern traced in bold outline everywhere, and
complete in itself, but he requires a stronger light, that of a lamp. e.g.,
to perceive that that pattern is made up of other devices, in which the
name of the reigning sovereign of the land appears repeatedly in illuminated letters. So the Old Testament Scriptures may seem at first sight
to be easily understood and compl le in themselves, but tho light of the
New Testament thrown back ul)on them reveals many hidden truths, in
which the name of Jesus is, as it were, conspicuously manifest. This
id a is well canied out in the little volume before us; a number of
striking examples of it being given; but we wish that those examples
had been multipli d, and that the little volume had been changed into a
('/,all/bel".

large one.
Hymns on the Psalms. By the Author of "The Book of Psalms of
David," &c. London: Hamilton, Adams, and 00. Pp. 118.
THE author of this volume justly obsorves that in general hymns are
much more popular than metrical versions of the Psalms; and he attributes this to the fact that the spirit and feeling of the latter are often
lost in endeavouring to make them exact copies of their originals. The
author tbinks that when a metrical translation of a Psalm is made, the
translator oug'ht to feel himself at perfect liberty to compose a new
p em, adhering, indeed, to an expression of the chief thoughts of the
original, but clothing those thoughts in entirely new words.
With
tbis idea in view, the author has written the poems in this volume. He
shows some poetical ability, and he has evidently taken pains with his
work, but we should hardly care to see these poems substituted for the
old familial' Psalms. Here is a specimen : PSALM LXI.
Lord, hear my prayer;
And let my crying reach Thine ear;
Fot· when I worship in Thy fear
In distant land,; I'll find Thee near,
In midst of care.
Thou art my Rock,
My Shield, my Fortress, and Defence!
Safe sball I be in every sense,
Till Thou shalt come to call me hencp,
To join Thy flock.
With Thee I'll dwell,
""Vho once 1'0)' erring mortals died;
And in Thy courts in heaven abide,
And with the angels by Thy side,
'l'J,y praises swcll!
Then will I sing,
Oh, with what joy I'll sing Thy praise!
Oh, with what bliss illY anthems raise!
And worRhip rrhce through endless days,
My Uod and King.
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By the Rev. ETHELBERT W. BULLINGER. Price £1 10s. Pp. 103l.
London: Longmans, Green, and 00.
A VERY valuable work. We strongly recc:2lmend it to the attention of'
those who desire to know the exact meaning of the ori~inal words of the
New Testament. It is designed for English readm's, aud it gives, under
each English word of the New Testament, arranged in alphabetical
order, the Greek word or words so translated, with the literal meaning,
and a list of the passages in which the English word occurs, showing by
a reference figure which ill the Greek word used in each particular pas-,
sage. Thus, at one view, the Greek word, with its literal and (lorivative meanings, may be found for every word in tho English New
Testament. Our readers will at once see the importanco of this when we
mention that one and the same English word is freq \lentIy used in om
translation to represent several different Greek words; c,g., the word
" come" represents thirty-two Greek words; the word" urdain" ten diffel'ent Greek words, and so on. It is impossible for so many Greek words
to be accurately represented by one English word, and, consequently, the
true meaning is often pervel'ted. Ml'. Bullinger's work, as far as' we
have examined it, seems to be executed with great accmacy and care;
and we think that, in publiphing it, he has conferred an important
benefit upon the Ohurch of Ohrist. We subjoin two sl'lcimens of its
use:The Bible student is reading, we will suppose, John xiii. 10, "He that
is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is dean evory whit; " and
bYJeference he finds that the word wash is l'epreseHied by i,YO different
Greek werds; the first meaning to batlte, the second, to n'rlsh (t part of the
body,. he then learns that, as a person' who has just blilell bathed only
needs the washing of his feet, so the believer, being justified by the
saol'ilice of the brazen altar, only needs the daily eleansinG' of the brazen
'laver, i.e., the cleansing of his walk and his ways with the washing of
water by the Word. Or, again, in Eph, i. 6, he reads, "Accepted in the
Beloved;" and in 2 001'. V. 9, "We labour that.
. we may be
acccpted of Him;" by reference he learns that in the fOl'mer case tho
word translated accepted means, that which God hath made us by grac0,
lovely and acceptable, In the latter case the word means simply wtllpleasing. He perceives, then, at once that we need not labour to beco.'!lu
accepted, but that we do labour to please Him well becau,;c tce are accepted.
We have also received :-" Golden Hours;" "The Ohristian ;" "The
Spiritual Magazine;" "The Shipwrecked Muriner;" "The Fil'eside; "
"The Home Visitor;" "N ehemiah; a Poem;" "Popery 'W oig-hed in
the Ilalances;" "Whom do Ohristians now Worship '( I' 11 '1'10 Day of
Rest;" "Hand and Heart," &c.
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