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"For the Lord thy God hath blessed thee in all the works of thy
hand: He knoweth thy walking through tMs great wilderness: these
forty yem's the Lo/'d thy God hath been with thee; thou hast lacked
nothing." -DEUTERONOMY ii, 7.

first, dear reader, the Relat-ionship-" the Lord thy God."
Ah! how blessed is this! Instead of treating it as a matter of
course, sure we are that, in this day of great profession, and
whfln there is suoh a disposition to take things for granted, it
hecomes of inoreased importanoe to asoertain the groundwnrl;; of
hope and the oharacter of our confidence. It was a momentous
question put to the young man who had been blind, "How
opened He thine eyes?" The inquiry may be repeated to in·
dividual souls-to all those who profess to know and love the
Lord-" What think ye of Christ? " "Where did He meet with
thee? What said He unto thee? What did He unto thee?
How opened He thine eyes?" The woman of Samaria was by
no means at a loss. There was no speculation-no guessworkwith her. . She was at a point, and a blessed point too. She
had dealings with the Lord, and such close, heart-searching, conscience.convincing, soul-probing dealings too; and what was the
consequence? Conviction-self-condemnation-aye, and true contrition-infused in the Lord's own gentle, loving, but not less real
and effectual way. Mark the result. She "left her water-pot
[she forgot and forsook all but the one thing], and went her
way into the city, and saith to the men, Come, see a Man which
told me all things that ever I did: is not this the Christ?"
SeE', reader, what true conviction and godly repentance does.
A few minutes before, and this woman would have been the
last to have expressed herself as she did; but, now that she had
seen Jesus-had heard His words-had beheld His tenderness
and compassion-had felt His love and His grace and His
power-in her adoring wonder and admiration she forgot herself,
NOTICE,
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and became utterly indifferent about what fellow-mortals might
think or say of her.
Christ had become, as in one moment,
upon the ground of personal revelation, her All in all! In no
other light nor by any other power could she have obtained
such a true sight. of herself, or have seen the heinousnes~ of her
sin as she was then led to see it. Without doubt it was this
personal knowledge of Christ, in His condescensioll-:--His loveHis mercy-that caused. her at once experimentally to understand
the meaning of -the poet's words" Thus whilst His death my sin displays
In all its blackest hue,
Such is the mystery of grace,
It seals my pardon too."

Ah! well may the Apostle exclaim, "Without controversy, great
is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh."
What a rich and distinguishing mercy is the personal,
heartfelt, experimental knowledge of the Lord! This'.mercy may
be more becomingly estimated by contrast. How. many there
are of the gentle and the amiable-aye, and the self-denying,
the practically-sympathising, and considerate too-but their
character and their conduct, however pleasing or praiseworthy,
in themselves considered, partake only of the human and the
natural. There is nought of the saving and the divine where
the Lord the Spirit has not brought His light and love and
power to bear.
In their anxiety for certain states and standards, how prone
are the dear children of God to overlook what the Lord has
done for them, if so be. He has been graciously ple'ased to open
their blind eyes, to UllstOP thei!' deaf ears, to take away the
heart of stone, and to give the heart of flesh!
Observe, reader, the fervency of the Apostle, where he declares,
"Yea, doubtless, and I count all things but lo~s for the
excellency. of the knowledge of Ohrist Jesus my Lord:' f'Jr ,,-horn
I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but
dung, that I may win Ohrist, and b'8 found in Him, not having
mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is
through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God
by faith: that I may know Him, and the power of His
resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being made
confOl:mable unto His death" (Phil. iii. 8-10); and how this
desire to "know" the Lord' accords with the Lord's own testimony, as expressed in John xvii. 3: "And this is life eternal,
that they might know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ,
whom Thou hast sent." And how emphatic were the Master's
words to Philip: "Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long
time with you, and yet hast thou not 'known Me, Philip?"
Further,. with what a holy boldness and blessed decision did the
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Apostle express himself when he said, "I kMW whom I have
believed, and am persuaded that He is - able to keep that which1
I have committed unto Him against, that- day:!
But then it may be asked with regard to this., knowledge, how:
was- it? whence was it?- how became it so special? The answer,
we conceive, will be found in the Psa,lmist's words, as-expressed in
the thirty-first Psalm, "Thou hast- known my soul in adversities.'.'
Thou wast aware of my condition; Thou knewest precisely my!
circumstances. " Unto rrhee I- opened my cause." Tl10u did:st~
hear me; Thou didst heed -me; Thou didst soothe and sustain,
didst cheer and comfort, didst defend, and deliver-! It was Thine
arm that upheld, Thy power that sustained, Thy hand that led;_
Thy grace that preserved me, Utterly impossible would it have
been for me to have held on and to have held out but for the
exercis!'l of Thine own almighty power put forth in me and for me.
And, as here, in the depths of trouble and amid the surroundings of adversity, the knowledge was 'l'atified and rOl/firmed in
this personal and conclusive and unquestionable way, so in like
manner it was commenced, according to that precious Scripture
(Ezek. L'I:. 37), "And I will cause you to pass under the rod,
and I will bring you into the bond of the covenant;" or, as one
rendering has it, "the discipline of the covenant." Thus we see·
that trouble (so to speak) is the lever with which the Lord
brings His people to a saving knowledge and a special acquaint-ance and holy familiarity with Himself. And, as it is in andby the instrumentality of trouble or temptation or affliction of
some sort or other, the Lord commences and carries on His
work in the hearts of His dear people, so it will be precisely
by the same instrumenta-lity He will complete or cOl/summate
that work. It is folly and sh~rt-sightedn8ss upon the part of
the household of faith to look for aught· else. What saith the
Scriptl1re? It is "through much tribulation we must enter the
kingdom of God" (Acts xiv. 22). As they entered the kingdom
of grace, so to speak, through the wicket-gate of trouble, so ill
like manner they will pass through the flood or the flmue of
tribulation or persecution into the kingdom of glory; and the
vary freshness of it-the so recent charfLcter of trouble-the sighs
and the groans and the tears of pilgrimage-will only make· the
change the more marked, the relief the greater, the vast dis~
tinction the mote real and glorious!
With respect to trial and affiiction following us up to the very latest
moment of the time· state, in what a sweet light we were led la~ely
to view the last clause of Revelation vii. The following was the
marginal note made in our Bible at the time: "God shalt ~cipe away
all tears jl'Om thei1' eyes'!' "Mark this: then their eyes must, as
it were, have heen wet with tears. Weeping up to the last!
Then farewell all sorrow, sighing, and tears for ever! 25/7/80."
i
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But there is a mercy beyond this knowledge of which we have
spoken, however blessed and saving that knowledge may be.
Relationship surpasses knowledge. Identity is more than intimacy.
Mark the words, dear reader, "the Lord THY God."
Now, observe what the Apostle says upon this glorious
subject. "We are members," he says, "of His body, of His
Hesh, and of His bones." Again 'he says, "But speaking the
truth in love, may grow up into Him in all things, which is
the Head, even -Christ; from whom the whole body fitly joined
together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth,
according to the effectual working in the measure of every part,
maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love"
(Eph. iv. 15, 16). Here, then, is absolute union-positive identity.
But now mark the ground of the claim, for there is a distinction,
and a very important one too; They co-exist, but are not always
or at all times realized. "As many as are led by the Spirit of
God, they are the sons of God. For ye have not received the
spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit
of adoption, whereby tee cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself
beareth witness with our spirit that we are the children of God:
and if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with
Christ; if so be that we suffer with Him, that we may be also
glorified together" (Rom. viii. 14-17). Again, in his Epistle to
the Galatians, the same Apostle says: "And because ye are sons,
God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts,
crying, Abba, Father."
Then how blessed the contemplation and the summing up, as
it were, upon the part of the Apostle John, where he says,
"Behold, what manner of love the. Father hath bestowed upon us,
that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world
knoweth us not, because it knew Him not. Beloved, now are
we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall
be: but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like
Him; for we shall see Him ~s He is" (1 John ill. 1, 2).
Reader, we have thus set before you the Scriptural grounds
.:1S to the nature and reality of this blessed relationship; and
oh, who can rightly estimate its value or importance?
Dear reader, would that we had grace from on high, that we
might keep continuously in mind the high and holy relation in
which we stand to our Father-God! Having a key, as parents,
which so large a proportion of us have, to what this sacred bond
entails, would that we could from time to time-yea, perpetually---.
act upon it! Seeing how the Lord Himself, in His personal
ministry, so appealed to His hearers upon the ground of this very
relationship, we have the more perfect warrant to contemplate our
God in the light of a Father; and, by our so tender and loving
feelings and emotions as parents, get an insight into the character
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-the gentleness, forbearance, and pity-of our God as a Father!
Mark the language of the Psalmist: "Like as a father pitieth
his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him. He knoweth
our frame: He remembereth that we are dust;" and then said
Jesus, "If ye, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your
children, how muoh more shall your Heavenly Father give good
gifts to them that ask Him r" "Furthermore," the Apostle says,
"we have had fathers of our flesh which correoted us, aud we
gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection
unto the Father of spirits, and live? For they verily for a few
days chastened us after their own pleasure: but He for our profit,
that we might be partakers of His holiness."
When disposed-as, alas! we too often are-to call in question the
wisdom, or the love, or the kindness of the Lord, in regard to any
of His dealings which for a time may appear dark or mysterious,
it would be well if we could at once appeal to our own feelings as
parents. We may, at suoh times and seasons, ask ourselves," Well,
now, whatever my child may think of my movements, does aught
but lo~'e towards and iuterest iu him prompt me with respect to
those movements? Is there upon my part the veriest iota of a
want of love or tenderness or oonsideration in this my conduct
towards my child? Do not that very love and interest lead me
in regard to the course I seek to pursue?" Now, these occasional
heart-appeals on the part of a father in reference to his own line
of conduot would, jf indulged, place before us the dealings of our
Father-God in a very different light to what we are wont to regard
them. Again, it behoves us to consider how the mind of the child
by degrees arrives at a standard by which his opinions and his
conclusions are in aooordanoe with those of the parent.
We repeat, dear reader, that, could we put these comparisons
before us of what we feel and how we seek to aot as parents, as
bearing upon the dealings of our God as a Father toward us, to
what very different conclusions, in all probability, we should come!
If, frail and imperfeot as we are, we have seldom cause to reproach
ourselves for our course of conduot and general bearing towards
our children, oh, what shall we say of the dealings and discipline
of Him who is "too wise to err, too good to be unkind"?
"Good when He gives, supremely good,
Nor less when He denies;
E'en crosses, in His sovereign hands,
Are blessings in disguise."

We have next the Recognit£on: "The Lord thy God hath blessed
thee in all the works of thy hand." What a marvellous declaration! How great the graoe-how boundless the love-how
infinite the oompassion--whioh it embodies! With regard to this
intense mercy--the Lord's blessing-we read that "the blessing
of the Lord it maketh rioh, and He addeth no sorrow with it."

.The ,.Gospet~JV[agazme..

...Although himself destitute of any personal interest in -so
lru,oDiJ:entous ,a matter, yet· who could be more deeply sensible that
.lstael.was a blessed. peop~e than the wicked prophet Balaam?
SMark how emphatic his language: "Behold, I have received
':commandment to bless: and He hath blessed; and I cannot reverse
fit. He ih~th 'notbeheld iniquity in J acob, neither hath He seen
,pervel'seEless in Israel: the Lord his God is with him, and the
.shout .of a king is among them" (Num. xxiii. 20, 21).
r.rhe testimony of a friend is cheering and. encouraging; how
1l1l1Uchmore, however, the 'testimony of an enemy! .Whilst ,most
-,sacDed -;a.J'ld equally blessed,on lthe one hand, the utter.ance of
Balaam, yet how solemn,' on the other hand, when we contem· plate the only object he had in view ill wishing to "die the
. death of the righteous," "How shall I curse," said he, "whom
God hath not cursed? or how shall I defy, whom the Lord h:1th
not defied? .For from .the -top of the rocks I s('e Him, and from
't'ne hills I behold Him: l'lo, the' peQple shall dwell alONe, and shall
not be reckoned among the nations. Who can count the dust
· of ' J acob, and the m:ltmber of the fourth part of Israd?" (Nurn.
xxiii. tI-I0.) Then,rtaking, as it were, one simple stride over the
residue of life's journey, and seeing himself stand upon the
threshold of vast eternity, with all its tremendous 'rcalities, he
adds, (( Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last
· ;'endbe like his!"
There can never lack proof or example of the perfect .powerlessness of the creature, of or by himself, to attain tcispiritual
blessings, even tho,ugh he may have .a becoming sight and sense
of .their indispensable importance, whilst the character .al1.d histor.y
of Balaam ,reuilain upon record. He had light, but not . a
· rparticle of either life or love! God put a word into his mouth,
':but not a spark of grace into his heal't!
.Next, there is the Review: "These forty years the Lord thy
, God hath been with thee; thou hast lacked no~hing." Oould
·!.them ·be·a,.greate-r·.tru-ism, dear,reR.der? And how wonderfully
;gnacioiUs that' this 'should be set '.before us, not simply as -a broad
.' assertion, but that the Holy Ghest "should have been pleased 'CGlilldescendingly to lefl;ve upon -record plain and positive facts, 'in
support and confirmation of this simple but blessed testimony!
Have we not proof and evidence-yea, proof upon proof and
evidence upon evidence-that the ,Lord was in very deed with
His Israel, and that He dtid 'nourish and -support and supply
them all the wilderness through? He "took not away the
,pillar of cloud by day, nor' the pillar of fire by night, from before
-·the people," neither <lid the manna fail, nor the water from the
-smitten rock cease -to -flow. Such was the provision, both in its
constangy and its .sufficiency, that, when about to bid the pe9ple
>.oClsraelfarewell,'Joshua addressed them with the memorable
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language, "And, behold, this day I am going the way of all the
earth: and ye know in all your hearts and in all your souls
that not one thing hat.h failed of all the good things which
the Lord your God spake conoerning you; all are come to pass
un.to you, and not one thing hath failed thereof" (Joshua xxiii. 14).
The patriarch J acob looked baok with admiring and grateful
emotion when he testified as to the God who had fed him all
his life lon'g, and the Angel that had "redeemed him from all
€vil." :But 'what oomparison would his testimony bear to that of
M0ses an'd' 'Joshua, as they rehearsed aIL the righteous acts of the
Lord in regard to His guidance, His guardianship, and His
goodness with respeot to that mighty multitude, the people of
Israel? Supported and supplied, protected and provided for,
through all the chequeTed soenes of a waste, howling wilderness,
aud that for no less -a period than forty years! Oh, let that
forty years be multiplied by months, then by weeks, and days,
and hours, and to what an agi!r0gate do we anive as to the
vastness and the multiplicity of the supply!
"Day by day the manna fell;
Oh, to learn that lesson well !
Still by constant mercy fed,
_Gi ve . us, Lord, our -laiLy bread."

We often think, dear reader, of the differenoe between, the
anticipation and the 1'eview, with respect to Israel. How different
the aspect of lliatters, as they stood upon the margin of the
wilderness, after having passed through the Hoed Sea, and their
standing upon the brink of the Jordan, looking back upon all. the
way by whioh the Lord their Goel had brought them!
" He led thoir feet far wandering round;
'Twas the right road to Oanaan's ground."

'Yea, notwithstanding their varie'd states and conditions-in spite
of all the dangers and besetments they had encoun.tered-He had
"led them by the right way, that they might go to a city of
habitation."
Whilst taking that review, reader, do you think that there was
a 'l;ingle true spiritual Israelite among the tribes of Israel who
was not prepared to acknowledge the wisdom, and the goodness,
and the love, r and· the faithfulness, and the power, as well as the
longsuffer.ing ;arrd forbearanoe of their God, with respeot to all
the way He had led them from Egypt to the borders of the
'promised land?
In like mann6r, we ask, is there a solitary exception now,' or
has there ever been, .in the oase of the true spiritual' Israel?
Is not the testimony universal, without a single jarring note or
_semblanoe of qualification, "He hath done aU things well"?
/St. :Luke's, Bedminster, November, 1880.
THE ED~TOR.
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SOMETHING LIKE LOVE.
"Love covereth all sins."-PROVERBS x. 12.
THIS morning, this assertion of the Word has broken in upon us with
sweet force, and I may say, has broken us down too, in humbleness.
and thankfulness before God. May the Holy Spirit's bedewings enable
us to send forth -some droppings of comfort to others of the family~
while we consider this precious and all-important assertion that "lovecovereth all sins." What a text to preach to the unsaved! It is oftel}'
thrown at those who hold the doctrines of grace, that they have noconcern for the unsaved. It is far otherwise. An old divine has said,
"God's people are never so happy as when they hear one and anothey
of their fellow-creatures crying out, 'God be merciful to me a sinner! ' ".
It is so. I am sure, if such an one comes to the writer, and weeps
out broken utterances of soul artxiety, he "rejoices with them that do
rejoice, and weeps with them that weep."
But it may be asked, "How would you preach to the unsaved 1".
I reply, I should not tell them to do what they never can, but I
should preach to them Jesus-His love for poor sinners-and leave
the Holy Spirit to do His own work in His own way. I should proclaim to them that "love covereth all sins," and leave the Lord t()
manifest Himself to them as the God of love. Preach the Word, and'
God will open the way for the Word into the heart when and how
He pleases. In a word, Jlreach the love, and look np to the Holy Spirit
to prove the love. Paul may plant, and should plant, and Apollos wate7~
and should water, but God alone can give the increase.
While referring to preaching to the unsaved, we are much struck
with that passage, Psalm xcvi. 10: "Say among the heathen that the
Lord reigneth;" or, as it is in the Septuagint, "Tell it out among the
heathen that the Lord is King;" that is, preach the divine sovereignty
of God-preach the impotency of man and the power of God-" Cry~
All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the
field: the grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the Word of our God
shall stand for ever." We cannot be too often reminded of the power
of God and the helplessness of man. Here, then, are three things to
preach to the unsaved-proclaim the love of Christ, and leave the
Holy Spirit to prove it; say also to the heathen, "The Lord is King ;"
and tell man of his impotency and nothingness.
'Well, if our passage is potent for the unsaved, how precious for the
saved! "Saved!" methinks I hear some say; "what presumption t
How do you know you are saved 1" I know it from this very assertion,
"Love covereth all sins." "But how do you know your sins are
covered 1" Because': J ems Christ came into the world to save sinners,
of whom I am chief." "But you may he mistaken." I know I am
not, for the devil suggests this to me, and he is a liar from the
beginning, and thus the devil's lie is my truth. Let him say what he
will, be it ours to shelter ourselves under this precious assertion, "Love
covereth all sins." And in order, dear reader, to' ponder over this
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truth, we trust, to profit, let us weigh each word, "Love-covereth--

all-sins."
Love! Ah! what a mellow and merciful word it is, as manifested

r

"

by the Lord to His people! It seems to convey to our mind these
three thoughts-first, the passion of the soul in mortals, but with God
an attribute precious indeed,. second, Parental tenderness ancl care,. third,
the principle of union. Dwell with us upon these points for a moment,
for they are preguant with preciousness.
Now, it strikes us that this attribute of love enters into, if we may
be allowed the expression, or actuates every other attribute. It is the
basis, as it were, of everything the eternal God does for His people.
May the Holy Spirit help us to work out this thought of our heart.
For instance, take the wisdom of God. Love is the basis of that wisdom,
as exercised for the Church of God. Look at the plan of salvation,
devised in wisdom-the grand stipulation between the Persons of the
adorable Trinity, in which all that relates to the great work of redemption was planned and provided for by wisdom and sovereign love, each
Person in the Godhead engaging in its distinct parts, and uniting in
its grand and glorious scheme. "The Lord is a God of knowledge."
His works are perfect, His counsels wise, and the basis of the acting
out of that perfect wisdom is love.
Again, the holiness of God. Love is a large component of that attribute.
"1Vho is like unto Thee, 0 Lord, among the gods 1 Who is like Thee,
glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders 1" There is
none holy as the Lord. Well, then, if this be the case, such holiness
can only accept perfect holiness. How, then, can ever a sinful creature
like you and me, dear reader, be accepted by God 1 Love comes in
here. "Ye are complete in Him" "who is made unto us wisdom,
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption." Sanctified, or made holy
in Christ-seen in Him-" accepted in the Beloved." Herein is love
indeed:
Further, love enters into the satisfaction of the justice of God:
"Justice and judgment are the habitation of Thy throne." Ah! but
"mercy and truth shall go before Thy face j " and who is the personification of mercy and truth but Jesus? He is before the Father's
face, so that love satisfies justice, for "who shall lay anything to the
charge of God's elect "-His chosen ones in Christ 1 "It is God"
Himself "that justifieth. vYho is he that condemneth 1" so that the
counsel, the choice, and the communication all spring from the exercise
of love on the part of the Most High.
The same with the grace of Goel. God is the God of all grace, the
riches of which are exhibited in God's kindness or love through Christ,
therefore exhibited through Christ to all who are His. Oh, it does
. melt one's heart to trace up the grace bestowed to the love of the
Father; so then it follows that the call of God, the faith given, the
forgiveness of sin sealed home, the consolation given by the way, are
all tokens of a Father's love, the glory of which grace shines forth
especially in two facts-our acceptance in Christ, and our attaining to
heaven.
The same also with the mercy of God. Love is inieed the moving
cause of its exercise. I am sure we must all feel this. "With everlasting
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kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord thy Redeemer."
See how the love and mercy are blended; and it would be easy to trace
~nany ,portions of the Word ..:which show that love moves a covenant
.God to acts of mercy.
'So, again, with the patience of God. How manifestly love is exercised
here-bearing with our repinings and distrust, dealing tenderly with
our infirmities, and pitying our weaknesses with a Father's love.
And then, too, love is the basis of the exercise of the faithfulness oj
God. Fraught indeed with love is His faithfulness. Mark the words:
"And I will betroth thee unto Me for ever; yea, I will betroth thee
unto Me in righteousness, and in judgment, and in loving-kindness, and
in mercies. I will even betroth thee unto Me in faithfulness; and thou
shalt know the Lord." This seems to combine the whole, and prove
the thought of our heart to be true, that love is the basis of all, and
seems, as it were, to imbue every attribute of God. I wish I could
make this thought of my heart plain; but God is great, and we know
Him not. Everything about Him is too high; we cannot attain to it.
Ponder over this saturating love, dear reader; still, go into it as we
m~y, we must feel we are like the ant with its tiny feelers grasping
ata sunbeam.
But another matter strikes us in connection with our subject, namely,
that, as lov!) is the basis of the exercise' of the attributes of the Most
High, so also there is what we may call the harmony of love with the
Persons of the Trinity. " God is love; "that is, the Father is love, the
Son is love, the Holy Spirit is love. This is the secret of the choice,
.the secret of the crucifixion, the secret of the manifestation. The
"anangernents of the divine plan declare it; the work of redemption
.proves it; the operation of the Holy Spirit reve:11s it; and thus the
c;Eternal Three glorify themselves in the sinner's salvation. I cannot
-imagine unity of love, if the Father did not know for whom the Son
died, and the Son did not know who would be His, or who would
·not; audit' the .Holy Spirit had no special work given Him. It seems
'to us that it would be a matter of utter confusion.
And then another thought conveyed to us in this precious word
" love" is Parental tenderness and care-my Father's care-His special
'watchfulness over the objects of His love: "The eyes of the Lord are
upon the righteous, and His ears are open to-their cry." Oh, the sweet
care of our covenant God and Father over us in the journey of life!
What an evidence of love!
I was standing on an eminence one beautiful sunny morning. All
surrounding nature seemed sweet and calm; and, as I looked up to
.the clear vault of heaven, I thought of my God and Father's care.
I remembered, twenty-five years ago, I had been on a similar spot,
rhad looked up to the same God, and blessed Him for mercies. Twenty,five years have rolled away since then, and still I am cared for and
i upheld.
rWellow Christian, you know with us ·whatsuch feelings of
,thankfulness and thoughtfulness are, and you can bless Him also for
,His Parental and ,providential care over you, as a blessed evidence of
His love.
[:Again, the word "love" implies the principle of· union. Love is: the
'hasis .of,union between mortals, if it oisa union worthy of the name.
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How much .more "so with Christ and His Church! ;Christ .loved the
Church, and gave Himself for it; and what a blessed love-union this,is!
'Well might we enlarge upon. it-indeed, it isa theme that will employ
our praise for ever and ever in our home of love, and even here we
.may rejoice to know that nothing can separate us from the love ef
Christ.
'Well, then, we repeat this word c, lore,': in connection with God" is
one of precious import. It conveys, as we have seen, an attribute of
.God, Parental tenderness and care, and the principle of divine union.
But the Apostle Paul speaks of the love of God as "shed abroad-in
onr hearts, by the power of the Holy Spirit." Let us think a little together,
dear reader, of this sweet experimental fact-how the love of God is
shed abroad in our hearts.
vVell, first, we must trace the operation of this wondrous "shedding"
to "lO've's choice;" because it does not mean that love covereth all the
·sin in· the. world, because we know it is not covered, and stands against
hundreds and thousands who ar<t living and dying in it. Therefore, it
follows God has a people whom He loves, and whose sins He covers.
\Ve know the carnal mind cannot receive this doctrine of God's sovereign,
electing love. The natural pride of the heart opposes the fact of
J ehovah's discriminating grare. But not so the poor, emptied ·sinner,
who feels that it must be all a matter of grace that he is saved at all;
and, as to the work itself, he is thankful indeed that "salvation is of
the Lord," for he is quite sure, if it depended upon him, he must
be for ever lost. So 'then we write for the comfort of the poor, helpless
one who rests entirely upon Goel's works, God's will, and God's ways.
And, speaking of sovereign, electing love, we may notice that God
does not love His elect as in themselves, for they are polluted creatures
as others, but He loves them in Christ, His Beloved, and in Him they
stand, and have stood from all eternity. Hence is it written, " Before
I formed thee I knew thee" (Jer. i. 5); "Your names are written in
lheaven" (Luke x. 20) j "I knolV whom I have chosen" (John xiii. 18) ;
"I know My sheep, and am known of Mine" (John x. 14) j "rhe
'IJord knoweth them that are His " (2 Tim. ,ii. 19). Surely here is
enough to show that I am prov~ng my point from the Scriptures of
truth. Such clustered assurances of our God rare as "a ·strong tower,
into which the righteous run and are safe."
And the shedding abroad in onr hearts of this love is by the Holy
Ghost. He reveals Christ unto us, and brings us to the assurance th!Lt
we are loved by God in Christ. This knowledge is exceedingly precious.
'vVhat ·a remarkable effect it has among mortals, to know that he or she
.is·trnly loved by another! But what is it to know we, are loved by God 1
'You say, "Oh, I -am such an unworthy, empty, siaful thing, He cannot
-love me." Ah! what a proof 'He gave that it is just such He does
1 love, for He cc. came not to' save the righteous, but -sinners;" and I am
.sure He loves whom He saves. Love and salvation must go together
,with ·a covenant' God. And what a proof also we have of His luve in
~those words, "-Hereby perceive we the love of God, because .He laid
'.down His life for us" (1 ·John iii. 16). Here is doing and Deity
;indeed! He who laid down His life is called God.
Now, then, as the. shedding abroad of this love.in our ,hearts springs
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from divine choice, let us see how such shedding works. Well, it works
first in love's dmwings. It is always cheering to trace the divine drawings
of the Lord with His Bible saints. Jacob, for instance, how ordered
every step of his life, from the time of his gaining his father's blessing,
and going forth from his father's home, to the time when, on his dying
couch, he separately blessed his children, and, "gathering up his feet
into the bed, yielded up the ghost." The same also with his beloved
Joseph. What an eventful life! How love drew him on, contrary as
some of his steps seemed! The same with all the others. Time would
fail us "to tell of Gideon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of J ephthae ;
of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets." What love-drawings
they one and all experienced! And is not your name enrolled with
the worthies referred to 1 Has not love's drawings led you onwards and
homewards! What a tale each Christian has to tell of the way in which
the Holy Spirit drew him or her to the footstool of mercy-drew one
to a precious Christ! 'Vhat a signal time in one's memory, when we
felt the weight and burden of sins, and were drawn to the Sin-Bearer,
our precious Redeemer! Little did we know then of the depths of
divine things, yet we could say, "One thing I know, whereas I was
blind, now I see j" and, since then, what gracious drawings o_nwards
and upwards we have experienced! And then the homeward--ah ! "The drawings of His love shall bring
Our souls 11p to His throne,
Of His eternal love to sing
With raptures here unknown."

Then there is also love's conquest. Love has broken one's heart.
Perhaps we were once stubborn and steel-hearted against the Lord and
His will and ways j but grace brought the proud rebel to his knees,
grace broke him down in contrition of spirit before the Lord.. Ah !
and, while the terrors of the law do but harden, love conquered, love
subdued, and now love reigns within. It was and is also a conquest
over self and sin; and all that the Lord has done must bring glory to
the Conqueror Himself. The Psalmist, recounting the sins of the
children of Israel, adds, "Nevertheless He saved them for His name's
sake." Here is love and mercy blended-precious nevertheless. Oh,
friend and brother, must we not sing together"Love· has stopped my mad career,
Love created me anew,
Love divine forbids my fear,
And sets all heaven in view" 1

This reminds us that this shedding abroad comes also in the way of
love's discharge. Love pays all the debts of the debtor. The law says,
"Pay me what thDu owest j " but love says, "I have found a ransom.
'There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ
Jesus.' " ""Vho shall [or can] lay anything to the charge of God's
elect 1 It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth 1 "
Thinking of eternity the other day, I found myself saying, " Well,
Lord, looking at myself, I am not prepared for eternity. 1 am not,
,as a sinful creature, prepared to meet my God j but Thou hast prepared
all for me, and love covereth all my sins, so that there will be none
found laid to my charge at the great day of account."
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Then the shedding abroad of God's love comes in the way of love's
rneltings. It strikes me that such meltings take a two-fold form. They
come in connection with our miseries and our mercies. Our miseries.
Ofttimes we are found troubling about this thing and the other,
imagining we have greater troubles than anyone else; but love's gentle
rebuke melts us, and brings us to a better state of mind. I know full
well it is hard enough to feel that everything is sent in love, when many
things look, to our finite comprehensions, as contrary to what we would
have them as light to darkness; nevertheless, whatever may be our
calculations in- the matter-made often in the spirit of rebellion-the
assertion of God's Word remains true, "All things work together for
good to them that love God, to them who are the called according
to His purpose." All, then, is sent in love.
"Conflicts, trials, and temptation
Are the lot of all the saints;
But let covenant relation
Banish all my sad complaints:
Jesus loves me :
He's a Friend that never faints."

And then, thinking of love's meltings, I am sure it does melt one's
heart to think of the goodness and mercy of the Lord. If we review
His providential care over us in all the ups and downs, details and
darkness, of the pathway thus far, we must stand amazed; and more
so when we think how He has manifested Himself unto us as the God
of all grace in the gift of His dear Son our Saviour Jesus Christ;
and still more must we be overwhelmed with gratitude when we think
that dear One 'has been manifested unto us personally as our precious
Redeemer, who has obtained for us eternal salvation-that we have been
drawn into fellowship and union with Him, a tie which can never be
severed-and that He is paving every step of the way in love-a way
which leads up to the throne of glory, where we shall "see Him as
He is," and dwell in His presence for ever and ever. "Ve say the
consideration of these things brings us to the meltings of love. Oh,
grant us, Lord, some of those soul-meltings we so much desire, and
which keep us nothing in ourselves and everything in Thee!
And then in connection with love's meltings are love's cmnjol'tings.
It is a sense of this love which sustains me amidst the worry, work,
and weariness of life; and it makes the tear start in the eye as I think,
" Jesus is looking on me in love. He knows all those secret upliftings
of heart to Him. He sees me where I am. He loves me. What
matter the coldness of friends, the caprice of the world, and the conflict
by the way, if I have this confidence-Jesus loves me, and has proved
His love in saving me, bringing me out, bringing me in, and bringing
me on to the present hour 1" I love to review the early movings and
meltings of divine grace in my soul, and sometimes think I have never
felt and seen what I then, in the green blade of life divine, experienced
and realized. It was spring-time then. How different the cold blasts
of a wintry wind! One thing the latter does, however, namely, strip
us of all creature pretensions and confidence, and cause us to rejoice
that the root-hold is so firmly fixed in the Rock. Still in the after-walk
we are not without His divine comfort; and, when moved by grace
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into a trustful spirit, we" can say, "Never mind, come what will, if
Jesus loves me. Come- over my pathway leaden clouds, murky clouds;
opaque clouds-never mind. Jesus loves me~"
Then there is this precious love's covering. "Love covel'eth all sins." It
is so among mortals. For instance, a husband has proved himself anything
but perfect, but let anyone attempt to tell the faithful wife of'his failings.
Will she hear them recounted 1 Not a bit of it. Through thick and thin
she will shield him and cover his- faults. It is so with our Best Beloved.
He knows the .faults and infirmities of His poor erring ones, but "who
shall lay anything to the charge of God's·elect 1 It is God that justifieth.
W'ho is he that condemneth 1" Luther used to exult in that he was
"wrapped in the righteousness of God." :Cuther did not think the
imputed righteousness of Christ imputed nonsense, nor will the poor,
yet rich soul who has felt what it is to be clothed 'in it. It is purity
covering impurity. It is love which is without sin covering the all sin
of another. It is a marvellous assertion, which makes us miracles of
God's grace; and sure I am, where the' remission of sin is realized,
there will be "joy and peace in believing-."
"Blessed are the people
who know the joyful sound," who hear Him saying, "Thy sins are
forgiven thee; go in peace." It is a secret which renders a man
happy.
1 will snppose the reader deeply engaged in worldly toil. To get a
pittance that scarcely enables him to make ends meet, he has to work
hard from morning till night-perhaps with a family to support. Now,
all this brings a weight of care and anxiety. Well, how comforting to
feel that, at all events, he can look up and say, "My sins are forgiven,
and one day I shaH behold my Sin-Bearer, and enter where there will
be no toil and pain.'"
Then, again, there is his own treacherous h'eart of sin. What a
cheering secret to know a mantle of love is cast over all his .imperfections, and that, when there is an end of earthly toil, there is in store
for him heavenly triumph! The same secret is precious as we think
of the uncertainty of everything here. 'Ve" know not what a day may
bring forth."
One may be in perfect health one day-he may get a
chilL "Oh, it is only a cold, only a cold!" But soon is the passage
fulfilled, "In the morning it fleuristleth, and groweth up; in tbe evening
it is cut down and, withereth." W'ell, we repeat, in the midst of all
these things, what a solace' to feel "love covereth all sins,'" and we are
safe in tbe hands of a covenant God!
But, in speaking of love's covering, we must not overlook that very
precious little word" al!." "Love covereth all sins." It may be said,
" Ah! you do not know what a sinner I have been!" No, I do not,
nor do' I want to know; but I can tell you "love covereth all sins."
The Alpha and Omega of salvation covereth by His blood the Alpha
"But· then I sin daily." Blessed be God you
and Omega of sin.
know it and feel it. There are those 'who tell us they sin not. Such
have no need of the righteousness of Christ to cover them. Indeed, I
should ratber say they have the greater need, for they are living
under a fatal delusion. However, you and I, who know the frailty of
our hearts, rejoice in this little word "all "-that daily sins, hourly
sins, sins past, present, and future, are all covered by a God of love.
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That is a striking portion, "As far as the east is from the west, so
" Ah! but," say
far has He removed our transgressions from us."
you, "my flesh is prone to easily-besetting sins." Of course it is j it
would not be flesh if it were not. God forbid we should palliate such,
or think lightly of such draggings down to earth j but- I must yet cling
to our source of consolation, "Love covereth all sins." Lay hold, reader,
of that precious "all."
But we will go from sin to sunshine, for God's love is shed abroad
in our hearts in the way of love's bcmquet. Oh, what'a precious privilege
it is when the Christian can push aside the trashy viands of' free-will
dispensing, and wend his way to where some man of God preaches
"the truth as it is in Jesus," giving out the nourishing provision of
the Gospel, fitting into the soul's felt need and longing! These are
the choice moments of a Christian's life. At banquets there are generally
banners, and mostly one special banner. There is a special banner
always at the Lord's banquet. Solomon tells us of it when he says,
"His banner over us is love." ,\That a precious motto! My soul, feast
under its coverlet. How sweet, then, is this "banner of love" over
us-Jehovah's love! He is said to set Eis love upon His people .. "The
Lord did not set His love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were
more in number than any people, for ye were the fewest of all people:
but because the Lord loved you" (Deut. vii. 7, 8) j and the Psalmist says,
"·Because he hath set his love upon Me, therefore will I deliver him:
I will set him on high, because he hath known My name." The vVord
tells us also that. "He rests in His love": "The Lord thy God in the
midst of -thee is mighty j He will save, He will rejoice over thee with
joy; He will rest in His love, He will joy over thee with singing"
(Zeph. iii. 17).
But we must- not omit love's 1'Csponse .. "Yea, Lord, Thou knowest
that I love Thee." Faithless, fickle, fainthearted as I may be, Lord,
Thou knowest love beats within for Thee. And I am sure also, love's
response will show itself- in the living. Where love is realized, there
will be the earnest desire to live as the Author- of that love would
have us.
And then, lastly, there is love's climax. Ah! wonderful worldwonderful grace, that delivers from it and takes us through it-wonderful power, that will land us safe on the eternal shores! COlllbat,
conflict, care here j calmness, comfort, closeness yonder. This is love's
climax. Christ" seeing of the travail of His soul, and being satisfied j "
and the Christian gaining heaven, that blessed resting-place for weary
souls. This is love's climax. It is grace receiving its claim in an
"eternal weight of glory." It. is the court of bliss receiving a prince
of the realm, and bidding him join in anthems of pmise to Him who
raised him from a pauper to a peer. It is the Lord of the harvest
opening out the store of eternal fruits to His spiritual bride. It is
Zion's gates thrusting out for ever sin, Satan, death, pains, cares, and
trials. It is the labourer sitting down at the marriage supper of the
Lamb in his wedding dress, and partaking of the vintagfl of the kingdom.
It is the Church perfected in Chr~st, and presented to the flternal Father
"without spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing." Such is love's climax.
Oh, Saviour, I rejoice in the time when Thou wilt-

720-

The Gospel Magazzne.
"Receive me to Thyself as Thou hast said,
That I may dwell in sinless, cloudless love,
Absorbed in Thee."

We read of a "royal exchange." What a royal exchange will this be !
But we must close our meditation upon this sweet assertion that
"love covereth all sins." We have seen what a text it is for the unsaved,
and that we would commend preaching the love of Jesus, leaving Him
by His Spirit to prove that love; but, if potent for the unsaved, how
precious for the saved! That the word "love" itself conveys an
attribute of God, Parental tenderness and care, and the principle of
union; that such love enters into and actuates all the attributes of
God; for instance, it is the basis of His wisdom, which planned the
grand scheme of salvation; His holiness, which, beholding Christ, who
is made "sanctification" for His people, they are "accepted in the
Beloved;" that love also satisfies the justice of God, and imbues all
the flowings of grace to the Church; that love also is the moving cause
of the mercy - of God, and a marked ingredient, as it were, in the
patienc12 and faithfulness of God; and then, that there is harmony of
love with the PersoRs of the Trinity in themselves, and all they have
done and are doing for poor sinners. Then, that the word "love"
conveys a Father's tender care, of which we have daily and hourly
proof, as well as the principle of union to a precious Christ. Then we
have tried to show how this treasured love is shed abroad in our hearts
by the power of the Holy Ghost, all traceable to love's choice. It comes
in the way of love's drawings, love's conquest, love's discharge, love's
comfortings, love's covering, marking that it covers all the sins of His
people. Then, that such "shedding" brings to love's banquet, love's
response, and love's climax.
vVell, friend, what say you to the assertion dwelt upon, "Love
covereth all sins" 7 Is it not just what we feel we want 7 If I know
I have something effectually covering my sins, I am at once a happy
man; and I have that covering here. Love has done it, therefore I
rejoice. This is a simple style of theology I grant, but it is the simplicity which is in Christ Jesus, and will do for us. I can go through
life with this assurance; I can pass through so-called death hanging
upon it. It will light up the dark passage; it will light home to the
eternal city. Oh, friend, is it not that in Christ's love our happiness
is found 7
"His love is ancient as His glorious throne,
Immutably, eternally the same;
Nor can sin, earth, or hell o'erturn that love."

Live upon it, brother; lean upon it, sister.
time, and land us safe on the eternal shores.

Burton-on-Trent.

It will cauy us through

G. C.

SINNERS, you must be changed. If your hearts be not changed for
the better, your condition will be changed for the worse. Hatred is
due to sin; compassion to the sinner.
The conversion of a sinner is
a greater wonder than the creation of the world. If we are f,raceless
here, we shall be speechless hereafter.
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POPULAR RELIGION.
our Lord to the learned Rabbi who came to Him by night to
inquire after truth, "Ye must be born again." There was a divine
necessity in' the matter, because of the decretive will of God, and
because of the fallen condition of man. The purpose of God according
to election roust stand, and regeneration is the result of eternal purpose;
for by the Church, gathered out of the world to the end of time, the
manifold wisdom of God in His eternal purpose whbh He pm'posed
in Christ Jesus was to be made known to the sons of men (Eph.
iii. 10, 11). Covenant settlements secure the redemption, regeneration,
and salvation of the whole election of grace. The total wreck and
ruin, death and darkness, of the human family by the Adam fall
extinguishes all hope of salvation except from God, and that on the
footing of grace only. "I will have mercy upon whom I will have
mercy," saith J ehovah; and said the Son, in the days of His flesh,
"I thank Thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that Thou hast
hid these things from the wise and prudent, and revealed them unto
babes. Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in Thy sight." The
purpose, the performance, the reception, the enjoyment-all the work
of God from first to last, for and in the sinner.
The history and mystery of grace is on this wise: "My covenant
shall stand, and I will do all My pleasure." This secures the salvation of
all God's family. The world may deride, professors may fall, but all the
names written in the Lamb's book of life shall, by God's eternal decree, be
saved with an everlasting salvation. Christ has died to redeem them,
and the Spirit is engaged to quicken them and guide them into all
truth necessary to sal vation. "He shall glorify Me, for Hc shall
take of Mine and show it unto you."
There are two gigantic foes at the present time to the truth of Godfirst, the concealment of doctrine; secondly, the mixture of truth and
error. Lately it was mooted among military circles that the colours
of the regiment should not be carried into the field of battle, but
locked up safe at home. There was a caveat put upon this by an old
soldier, who said, " The annals of warfare showerl that on some
occa.sions individuals, it might be even a wounded man, had snatched
up the colours, faced the enemy, rallied the retreating troops, and
struck the final blow which won the day." The remark that followed
wa~ to this effect: "No, let us carry the colours into the battle-field
with true soldier-like bravery, determined to conquer or die, rather
than follow such cowardly conduct." Would to God those who hold
the truth had the same courage in a spiritual sense! "Thou hast
given a banner to them that fear Thee, that it may be displayed
because of the truth." Concealment of the truth is a stronghold of
Satan, whereby souls are kept in ignorance of their choicest mercies.
Many hearers who are devout and religious have no intelligent idea of the
plan of salvation, for doctrine is excluded from the divinity of the
pulpit. The proclamation of the Gospel that stains the pride of man,
3 A
SAID
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and puts the crown on Emmanuel's brow, is obnoxious to the world;
so it must be lef~ in the s~udy, kept for the parlour, and doled out
very sparingly week evenings j and the excuse is, because people do
not like i~, and some may make a wrong use of i~. Our Lord told
His disciples otherwise. All He said to them in the ear privately,
they were to publish on the housetops j nor did He conceal the cost
of so doing (Matt. x. 32-42).
"It pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them
that believe j" and ministers instructed by the Spirit of God now,
.and not ashamed of "the truth as it is in Jesus," can testify wi~h the
Apostle that it is, as of old, "the power of God unto salvation to
everyone that believeth." God has His witnesses in the world still,
who, "in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, bnt
by the grace of God," can say with Paul, "I have not shunned to
·declare unto you all the counsel of God;" and the blessed result will
follow a fai~hful ambassador to his dying day, "Qur 1'ejoicing io this,
the testimony of onr conscience." Said a great man, centuries ago, "I
would rather have all the world against me than conscience for my
enemy;" and the concealment of God's truth the Lord will make
inquisition for, whether the culprits are ministers or people j and
a smarting rod, either in life or on a bed of death, shall make
manifest in the soul, "The Lord is a God of knowledge, and by
Him ac~ions are weighed."
But concealment is not the only loss and trial to the living f:tmily
of God. 'Ve have contradictions that form the mongrel divinity of
the day, that at~empt to unite universal redemption with particular
'election, free-will ability with God's sovereignty, offers and proposals
of grace with total depravity, creature faith with divine gift, human
responsibility with covenant Snretyship. These are some of. the leading
anomalies that make up the popular gospel of the day, and that rootless professors love to hear. There is nothing in this chameleon
divinity to alarm or awaken the sinner, and the mind is left in a
state of confusion through the neutralizing character of these contradictions, backed up by bolated and misconstrued texts of Scripture.
Everyone is pleased, and no one understands beyond tbis soothing
point-that Christ's work puts salvation into the hands of all mankind.
He has done His best, and- they must get to heaven as best they can.
Rich or poor, ignorant or learned, old or young, all arrive at the same
-conclusion-there is some ability left in man, and something left for
:him to do. That we be not accused of bearing false witness against
our neighbours, we shall let one of the most popular divines of the
whole par~y speak for himself: "The prison doors are set wide open j
let us go forth and be free. The lifeboat is alongside us; let us embark in it and be safe. The bread of life is before us; let us eat and
live. The Physician stands before u~ j let us hear His voice, believe,
and make sure our interest in heaven." But, if man can do this, away
with the doctrine of total depravity, divine sovereignty, Suretyship
engagements, the finished work of Christ, and the omnipotent pow~r
of the Holy Ghost. To sermons and books and tracts that contam
such anomalies' it may well be applied the ancient rebuke to backsliding Israel: "How long halt ye between two opinions ~ if the Lord
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be God, follow Him; but if Baal, then follow him." An ignorant,
Qutspoken Arminian, true to his creed and his colours, demands
respect for his honesty while we lament his ignorance; but those who
preach a redemption that does not redeem, and a salvation that cannot
save, give to the world a religion unworthy of God, while it lulls
dead sinners in false security, based upon human power. and clouds
the living soul in a mist of fearful perplexity as to whether he is
induded in a redemption that, after all, may prove to him unavailing.
Now is the time for those who are divinely taught in the truth of
God to speak out, "whether men will hear or whether they will
forbear." Men who are at a point in experience as to the origin and
power of the truth must sound an alarm on the walls of Zion, for,
"if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who will prepare himself
for the battle 7"
The time may soon come when the present privileges of the Church of
God may be withdrawn, and persecution may take the place that liberty
now enjoys. The mysterious Beast "that was, and is not, and yet
is," has lost neither its teeth nor its claws. The woman that ill past
days was "drunk with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of
the martyrs of Jesus" (Rev. xvii. 6), may yet make up for her temperance in the few past decades, and prove that the pledge of sobriety
(loes not last for ever. The glory of Rome is her unchangeable
character, and she may return with all the greater zest to her ancient
wine-cup, if political restraints are removed. The deep craft and
J esuitical subtility of Rome, united to the lawless arrogance of
infidelity, may yet "deceive them that dwell on the earth," while the
life imparted to "the image of the beast should both speak, and cause
that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be
killed" (Rev. xiii. 15).
Divine truth is called by professors and profane a "stern creed,"
«the hard and fast lines" of a few rigid Calvinists, who are reported
to be dying out iu the opinion of "moderate men."
An offered salvatiou is the mild and popular way of presmtin ~ the
Gospel to sinners now, and" whosoever" is the password that admits all
mankind into the world's heaven at last. An offer implies life and choice
in the party to whom an offer is made, but the Scripture declares man
is "dead in trespasses and sins;" and, with regard to choice, "they
are wise to do evil, but to do good they have no knowledge." 'What,
then, of an offered salvation to meet such a case 7 If the power and
will be lost in the Adam fall, there is no hope for a sinner but on
the ground: of free gift and unmerited favour. But covenant grace
secures the bestowal of covenant mercy to all God's elect family,
chosen in Christ before the world began. An offered salvation is law,
not Gospel; partial, not total depravity; human, not divine power;
but this comports not with the Apostle's grateful exclamation,
"Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift."
IF thou lovest to worship God here below, God will take thee up
to worship Him above. Thou shalt change thy place, but not thine
employment.
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THE WEALTH OF THE BELIEVER.
(Conclutkd from page 661.)

"ALL things are yours." Yes, the fruits of God's Spirit are the
Christian's. As a natural man, he was but a wild olive tree bringing
forth evil fruit, but now being, by the grace of God, grafted int<>
the good olive tree, he becomes a partaker of its goodness, 'and
thus bringeth forth good fruit. Paul gives us a catalogue of these
fruits (Gal. v. 22, 23). They are joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodnes~, faith, meekness, and temperance. Anyone of thesewould require an article to describe a::ld illustrate it, and even then
not one half of their excellencies and delights would' be depicted.
Oh, that this great truth, "All things are yours," might make true'
believers the happiest people in the whole world! Alas! that we
should fail to grasp these inestimable treasures! Oh, unbelief, how
we suffer thee to rob us of our glorious privileges! INe do not
take our Lord at His word, but say with Nicodemus, "How can these
things be ~"
" The life of faith is life divine;
'Tis heaven begun below;
May but this precious life be mine,
I'll all things else forego."
Thus wrote - good J OSEPH IRONS, whose faith is swallowed up of
sight, and whose songs shall for ever praise Him who hath redeemed
us to God by His blood.
We observe that, among the "all things" belonging to the believer,
we must not forget to mention heaven. vVe all need something t<>
look forward to. How strongly this principle is to be found in the
minds and hearts of the young! Why, one-half, if not three-fourths,
of their enjoym6lnts consist of bright anticipations. But, in human life,
a time comes to all when, in consequence of painful experiences, these
fairy hopes and expectations of earthly pleasure are destroyed or materially dimmed. But, with respect to heavenly anticipations, the Apostle
Paul tells us that, "though the outward man perish, the inward man
is renewed day by day." Shipwrecked earthly hopes make, to the
believer, heavenly wings for that country and home where there are
no blighted hopes, but sure realities; for "the things which are seen
are temporal, but the things which are unseen are alone eterna}."
How rarely men set their affections on things above till they have
found out the emptiness of the toys of earth; and how sad to know
that there are thousands in this world who, having lost all that they
once prized, are left in a broken .and wretched state on the rocks and
sands of their own folly, and have no desire to repair to the Master
Builder who alone can make them new and clean vessels fit for His
use, and able to survive the wreck of ages and all the storms of this.
weary world!
"Happy they who trust in Jesus!
Sweet their portion is and sure;
When the foe on others seizes,
God will keep His own secure:
Happy people!
Happy, though despised and poor."
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I believe that very few Christians are enabled to live above the fear
'()f death, and to enjoy the comfort which the Gospel is intended to
give with respect to the unseen world-the home of the believer.
"All their lifetime subject to bondage through the fear of death"
might, I fear, be the epitaph of most of us. What! and heaven prepared for us, and our Lord ready to receive us and welcome us in
that blessed land ~ Yes; there are few who know experimentally the
'State of Paul, who said, "I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire
'to depart, and to be with Christ, which is far better."
We look -too much at "the things which are seen and temporal;"
and so the great and glorious unseen, which alone is eternal, has so
little influence upon us that we live as if it did not exist. Would
that we felt with Watts when he writes"This life's a dream, an empty show;
But the bright world to which I go
Hath joys substantial and sincere:
When shall I wake and find me there 1"

We have thus endeavoured to glance at some of the "all things"
which the Apostle said were the Christian's. To mention them all
would be simply impossible. There is one name, however, which
includes them all. He who possesses Christ Jesus as his Lord and
Saviour is rich beyond compare, for, having Him, the believer pos.sesseth "all things." Dear reader, is He ours ~ Can we say, "My
Beloved is mine, and I am His" ~
It may be asked how it is that so many Christians, from a sense
of unworthiness, fail to grasp this great truth. The reason is, that
they keep their eyes fixed upon their own deformities, instead of the
perfection and glory of the Saviour. The good and great Physician
has said, "Look unto Me, and be ye saved." They prefer thinking upon
their own maladies, and so, neglecting the prescription, they are deprived
·of the pleasure of possessing a healthy and happy soul. They do not
believe that God has given "all things" for their use, and so, to all
intents. and purposes, they remain as if He had not. We must look
away from self if we would be made partakers of those good things
which God has laid np for those that love Him. We must put forth
the hand of faith if we would possess the happiness of knowing and
feeling that "all things are ours." We must take God at His word.
Surely we can say, "Goodness and mercy have followed us all the days
of our life." If so, let us add, "He will supply all our need out
of His riches in glory by Christ Jesus."
How many Christians there are who, on account of their worldliness, cannot enter into the fulness of our text! There is no greater
enemy to the Christian than the spirit of the world in which he
lives; helitce the command, "Love not the world, neither the things
that are in the world: for if any man love the world, the love of
the Father is not in him." The worldly Christian cannot keep his
garments unspotted from the world. He becomes defiled by his fellowship with darkness. How can such an one enter into the spirit
of our text ~ It is foreign to him. Instead of hungering and thirsting
after righteousness, he is eager for seen joys. How, then, can he desire
the best gifts 1 Nothing will keep us from the Master and the enjoy-
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J,lleI).t of Bis divip,e pro:tI).ises as the love of the world. Let us seek
ra,ther to leave th.is beggarly world, in order to possess immortal wealth
. a,J~d pleasures.
.J ust a word to those who believe and are realizing the blessedness
of this gre<;\t and precious truth. What manner pf pers,ops, dear
brethren, o)lght we to be 1 Should we not follow aft,er hQliI~ess 1 Let.
us remember that this can only be attained by communion with Qttr
Lord. This is the barometer by which our love and zeal may be truly
known, May w.e, then, always be in the spirit of true prayer, so that,
like Moses, our countenance may reflect onr Lord's glory, so that" men
may take 1):nowledge of us that we have been with Jesus," and le,arnecl
of Him. May it be ours to enjoy the quietness, con:fj.dence, anel
peace which this great truth is intended to produce in our life, walk,
and conversation.
"Why should the children of a Kin"
Go mo;urning .ll.\l their days 1 "
E,W.
0

FAITH'S GRASP OF JESUS.
"I held Him, cmd would not let Him gO."-SOLOMON'S SONG iii, 4.
SHE had found "Him whom her soul loved;" Him whom she had
sought sorrowing; without whose blessed presence the night was dark
indeed; without whom the poor bride could find no rest. But now,
how blessed was her position! What holy boldness was hers! "I helcl
Him, and would not let Him go," She had had so much of His precious
company that she would not now be parted, She had learned what
sweet communion with her Lord meant, and she could not be satisfied
without it. Like the two disciples going to Emmaus, when "they
constrained Him, saying, Abide with us, for it is toward evening, and
the day is far spent;" although they knew not who He was duringtheir 'walk, yet how all He had said had reached their hearts, causing
them to "burn within them," How they needed comfort as "they
communed together and reasoned," When faith is tried to the uttermost,
the pgor soul does not get much help from 1'ea.soning, Hm, the natural
heart cries, "How can these things be 1 "
How tender, how likely to gain the confidence of the sorrowing
disciples, was the Lord's first question, ,,'What manner of communications are these that ye have one to anothtr, as ye walk,
and are sad 1" The manner, the look, the tone are all noticed by Him
"whose heart is made of tenderness." Sad enough "as their answer
as they told that "JeSllS of Nazareth" was crueifie~d, dead, and buried;
and added, "But we trusted that it had been He which should have
redeemed IsraeL" N oIY they had but to mourn their crushed hopes, their
mistaken faith! "Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and
to enter into His glory 1" Wonderful answer! The whole Bible in O]1e
v.erse! Where would be His glory if He had broken his engagement
with His Father 1 " I will be surety for him; of my hand shalt thou
require him: if I bring him not unto thee, alId set him before thee,
then let me bear the blame for ever." "Here am J, Father, and the
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children which Thou ha-st given Me." "Thine they were, and Thou
gavest them Me." "I have finished the work which Thou gavest Me
to do." Having fulfilled His engagement, He asks with authority,
"Father, I will that they also whom Thou hast given Me be with Me
where I am, that they may behold My glory." A glorious prospect,
worth waiting for, worth living for, worth dying for! No wonder the
hearts of the poor disciples "burned within them when He opened to
them the Scriptures." Could they part with such a Friend, who had
spread such bright views before them 7 No; they constrained Him to
stay, and He, willing, yielded.
Some of us can bring the same plea, "It is toward evening,
and the day is far spent." He has been "our faithful, unchangeable
Friend" through all our life's journey, never leaving nor forsaking
us, bearing with us as no earthly friend would, often displaying such
wondrous love to us and power on our behalf that' we have been
constrained to say, "He is well named 'VVonderful.' " Has He not
made "crooked things straight, and rough places plain" 7 And, when
the waves have run high, and the little barque has been nearly swamped,
has He not drawn near with His precious, calming words, "It is I; be
not afraid" 7 'What has been the effect of His voice 7 "Perfect peace."
"It is the Lord: let Him do as seemeth Him good."
"Should death be at hand, I'll fear not undressing,
But cheerfully put off these garments of clay;
To die in the Lord is a covenant blessing,
Since Jesus through death to heaven led the way."

Remember our blessed Lord's words, " I am the Resurrection and the
Life.
Whosoever believeth in Me shall never die." Then the
soul parting from the poor worn-out body cannot be a thing to be
much dreaded; and He has said, "I will never leave thee nor forsake
thee." Then certainly He will Hot in the hour that His people dread
the most; and the first sight of Him who 1("(,3 the" Man of Sorrows,"
but who is the risen, exalted, glorified Saviour, wiIi be enough to make
up for ten thousand lives of toil and sorrow here. A glimpse by.faith
is so preciou3 that, when the poor, tried, doubtin~ one is favoured to
get one, how his doubts vanish! how he "forgets his misery, and
remembers his poverty no more" !
There was another fellow-pilgrim who might have used the words of
the bride, "I held Him, and would not let Him go." Poor J acob! His
need was very great, his trial very keen. None on earth could help
him; but "there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of tbe
day."
Dear tried believer, can you not look back to times, perhaps not
very long ago, when things were so dark that there seemed no way
of escape-Satan, ever on the watch, telling you, "All hope_ is over
now. Things might have been different if such a thing had not happened,
or if you had not done that; but now it is too late. It is no use to
pray; give it up. Make yourself happy some other way. It is no ,use
to be miserable all your life" 7 Tbe poor soul is powerless before bis
strong enemy, and "falls down with none to help." Then a cry or a
groan goes np to the Lord, and new strength seems,put into the ,squl,
and, with a power to which before he was a stmnger, he takes finn
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hold of the Lord by the hand of faith, and cries, "I will not let Thee
go except Thou bless me." Does he get a rebuke ~ Is he reproved
foJ,' his boldness ~ Far from it. "Thy name shall be no more Jacob,
but Israel; for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men,
and hast prevailed;" "And He blessed him there."
The two women who, as they were turning sorrowing from the empty
grave, met Jesus, and "came and held Him by the feet, and worshipped
Him," have often been objects of envy to one's seeking heart, the
thought being, they must be so certain they had found Him; but later
years have taught that "blessed are they that have not seen, and yet
have believed;" and that the grasp of faith, being His gift and by
His grace, has a much firmer hold than any poor hand of flesh could
have. By faith we "see Him who is invisible;" "now through a glass
darkly, but then face to face." What a hope! What a prospect for
His poor mourning ones!
May these few rambling thoughts, by the Holy Spirit's blessing, lead
some seeking one who is saying, "Saw ye Him whom my soulloveth ~"
to remember that our Lord's words are as true now as when He spoke
them: "Seek, and ye shall find." May it be as with the bride: "It
was but a little that I passed from them, but I found Him whom my
soul loveth; and I held Him, and would not let Him go."

FROM

HEART

TO

HEART.-No. XXXVII.

My DEAR MRS. L--,-\Ve are so very sorry to hear of your heavy
trial in the illness of your dear, good daughter. "The Lord trieth the
righteous;" and it is for His glory, to show how He polishes His
stones that have their appointed place in His temple. "In His
temple doth everyone speak well of Hi_s name." "All but me,"
I can hear you say. Then, at all events, the polishing has begun, or
you would not so clearly see the old rust or crust that remains all, and
find you "cannot do the things that you would." But probably you
forget that you are not washed and dressed in order that you may
look at yourself, but" as a bride adorned for her Husband." Ho" we
are apt to forget this! You say, "I msh I knew I uas washed in
His blood, and clothed in His righteousness." Perhaps He hides this
from you because He sees, if He told you so, that you would be
admiring yourself instead of your Lord. Depend upon it, He knows
ns much better than we know ourselves (1).
But, with all my" high-flying talk," as some would call this (though,
bless the Lorli, it is reality to my soul), I am not without temptations
from the devil such as these: "Do I believe in Jesus only ~ " " Am
I safe ~" "Will my state stand a death-bed test ~ " (2.)
To the first two points I sometimes ask myself, "Do I believe that
anyone can do anything for me savingly but J esus ~ " lWost certainly
not. Well, then, I get at my knowledge of belief by seeing that I do
not believe in any other than Jesus for salvation; and to the last
point, you and I have nothing to do with till it comes. To-morrow is
the Lord's, to-day is ours; and will He leave us to-morrow who look
up to Him to-day 1 ~ever (3):
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Another test to my own soul has been, "Do I love the Lord or
not 1" Not half as I would, but, blessed be His name, there is none
in heaven I desire beside Him, and I am sure there is none upon
earth that can be compared unto Him, though I have a dear, kind
husband. But was it always so 1 Oh, dear, no! I have had to go
into the "fining pot" for this silver, and learn "it is not of him
that willeth, nor of him that runneth," for we all will the wrong
thlllg, and run the wrong way, but it is "of God that showeth
mercy," who bends our will for His will to ride over, and stops our
running that we may walk by His side.
Mr. Edwards made a nice distinction the other day between sealing
and believing, and spoke of the mistakes people made in mixing up
one with the other. He said, "There is a vast difference between the
two. In believing you are safe, but in sealing you are happy." I do
not go into it further because you know, of course, what he ·would say.
It is the sealing that you want to experience to make you happy;
but I think we may err in looking for much joy here, even in the
Holy Ghost, because our Lord was "a Man of Sorrows;" and, as an
eternity of happiness is before us, we may well afford to go sorrowing
here for a time, especially as it is the only path we can get at
the fulness of a precious Ohrist towards us; and it is well for us to
observe, when we speak of His being "our strength," that all the
relations in which He stands towards us 'are in connection with our
wmkness. It is blessed to dwell on this, but I will only quote one
or two instances by way of starting the point for you to continue.
He is my Shepherd; then I must stray. He is my Physician;
then I must be sick. He is my life; then there must be death in
me. Go over this ground again, and look at His fulness. He" is
my Shepherd; I shall not want." He is my Physician; I shall be
llealed. He is my life, and I shall rise again.
Oh, that it were with me always to be tracing Him out, instead
of this ugly map of self, which is of no use whatever but to go down
to the dust from whence it came; and so I glory in thinking, "Dust
thou art, and unto dust thou shalt return."
I sometimes. think that my friends may think I soar too high,
and that others, who are like birds only just peeping out of their
nests unfledged, may put it down to rather a Pharisaical spirit. I
know that that has been the case from the unconverted; but I drink
so completely into the spirit of my late beloved friend, ELIZABETH
SEARLE (the "Recluse" in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE), that "we honour
God more in' speaking of what He is to us and has done for us,
than by all our complainings of what we are not," that I cannot
help, in a general way, writing as I do (4). Have I not Bible authority
for this, when we read, by "looking at HIJI! we are changed into
HIs LIKENESS," and by talking of Him we become elevated in spirit ~
And does not this bring "glory to God in the highest," as well as
"peace upon earth," or into our own souls?
In concluding, I must give you another of Mr. Edwards' remarks
concerning the brethren: "Here is the place to find faithful brethren
in, namely, in Christ. Out of Him we are 'less than nothing and
vanity.' The Lord puts no trust in His saints,' then why should we"
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'Those most to be trusted are thoso who look most to Him. God's
people are God's lights lit up for Himself. They are stars in His
canopy, and He will never let them go out or be put out."
Yours in sisterly sympathy,
February 26th, 1870.

M. L. M.

(1.) And what a mercy that it is so! Oh, could we see ourselves in
our naked defilement and impurity, and not as "accepted in the
Beloved "-" washed in His blood and clothed in His righteousness"absolute despair must be the immediate consequence! What a mercy,
moreover, is the record in Isaiah xlviii. 8: "I, knew that thou
wouldest deal very treacherously, and wast called a transgressor from
the womb;" yet saith He, "I have chosen -thee in the furnace of
affliction; for Mine own sake, even for Mine own sake, will I do it."
(2.) Ah! that's the question. A test indeed j and a test, moreover,
to which all must come-the Pharisees and the self-satisfied even
as the Lord's poor and needy ones. But what a mercy to be judged
and cO,nd,emned and brought in guilty now, instead of then! N OIY to
"flee from the wrath to come," and to find shelter in the Rock,
Christ, than to find, alas! alas! by-and-bye that most ,awful fact, ".and
the door was shut" !
(3.) Never! no, never!
" The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose
He'll ne vel', no, never, desert to his foes;
Th"t soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake,
He'll never, no, never, no, never forsake."

(4.) Some one has well said, "For every look at self, endeavour to
take repeated looks at Christ:' Would that we could! Would that
we could perpetually put in practice the Psalmist's language, "My
voice shalt Thou hear in the morning, 0 Lord; in the morning
will I direct my prayer unto Thee, and will look Up."-ED.

ELIJAH'S LAST JOURNEY.
IN this last journey of Elijah there is something beautifully typical of
that of every child of God to that glorious land of rest above. A
redeemed sinner, when regenerated by the Holy Ghost,finds that he
has to travel through a waste howling wilderness. He is well described
as "a stranger and pilgrim on the earth," and he is never long at
one stay.
But now notice the places to which the prophet journeyed. " And
it came to pass, when the Lord would take up Elijah into
; heaven by a whirl wind, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal."
, Gilgal! What is the meaning of the word 1 Roll-ing. It was the
place where, the Lord "rolled away the reproach of Israel from off
them." (See Joshua v. 9.) Oh, beloved friend, is not this tIle startingpoint with every 0ne whom He has quickened into divine life 1
JConvincecl of sin ;by the Holy Ghost, and feeling the burden of it on
't;heir heart and conseience, they sigh in the bitterness of their soul
''''Mine '-iniquities are gone over mine head; as a heavy 'burden they
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are too heavy for me" (Psa. xxxviii. 4). Then they know and feel
that "sin is a reproach." But the spot where it is "rolled away" is
precious indeed! To be brought to comprehend that the Lord has cast
all our sins behind His back causes all reproach to be "rolled away"
from us. Precious revelation is that which teaches that "He bore all
our sins in His own body on the tree," thus rolling them away for
ever.
And now see-the next spot they travelled to was Bethel. Oh,
yes, the sweet Bethel visit comes after the rolling away of reproach,
not before. After we are blest with the knowledge that our sins and
iniquities He will remember no more, He is graciously pleased to manifest Himself to us as m.l' own never-failing Friend and constant Companion. Then it is that He talks with us face to face as a man with
his friend, and gives sweet confidence through the assurance that He
will never leave us till He has done that which He has spoken to us
of. (See Genesis xxviii. 12-16.)
But Elijah tarried not here. He says, "The Lord hath sent me to
Jericho" (2 Kings ii. 4). Oh, no, neither does the child of God tarry
at Bethel. "Arise ye, and depart, for this is not your rest," is ever
echoing in his ears, though he would fain be al way with his Lord,
who has manifested such tenderness and grace to him. Yet we read,
"they came to Jericho." According to the history of wandering
Israel of old, Jericho was the scene of much conflict. There were
many enemies to be encountered and difficulties to be overcome before
it could be taken. Here it is that the poor pilgrim feels his utter
weakness and helplessness. How did the Israelites take the city of
Jericho 1 Why, it was at the blowing of the trumpets of rams' horns
that the walls fell flat, and the city was conquered. The ram was
considered by them the most noble animal for sacrifice. The hern
signifies power. Surely this points to the Kingly power of the one
most noble Sacrifice, the LORD JESUS CHRIST. "They overcame by the
blood of the Lnmb." Only through Him can we gain any victory.
"Ve are often brought to this scene of conflict. Satan, self, and the
world combine to try and destroy the children of the living God, and
they sigh in the experience of their perfect helplessness, "We have
no might against this great company that cometh against us, neither
know we what to do, but our eyes are upon Thee." But oh, sweet
and precious truth, He says, "Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason
of this great multitude, for the battle is not yours, but God's."
And now, lastly, Elijah came to Jordan. Down to the Jordan of
death each redeemed one must come, though sometimes their spirits
quail at the thought. But oh, can He who has led and guided them
so gently till that hour forsake them then 1 Never! But, just as with
Israel of old, with the ark of the Lord-a type of the Lord Jesus
Christ-standing in the very midst of Jordan, they shall all pass safely
to the other side; and that other side is, as it was with Elijah, the east
. side of Jordan. Why the east 1 Because it is towards the sun-rising;
and oh, who can describe the first full rays of the Sun of Righteousness 1 Who can imagine what the first dawn of glory will be 1 "Now
. we see through a glass darkly, but then face to face; ,. now we get
but ·faint and imperfect glimpses of that lovdy ,countenance, but in
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that morning without clouds we shall "see Him as He is," and never
tire of gazing on that glorious Person in whom all the perfections and
attributes of Deity meet. Then, 1.<0 sooner on that eastern' side, than
the chariot of salvation, with the horses of fire-precious heavenly
messengers, and the ministering ones from the Lord-shall land them
safely in that glorious home of rest and light and joy, where "the
Lamb which is in the midst of the throne "-their Lord, their Husband, their Saviour, and their Glory-" shall feed them, and shall lead
them unto living fountains of waters," and in the light of His precious
{lountenance they shall be satisfied. Free from all reproach and safe
from all conflict, they shall enjoy what they tasted in a little measure
at Bethel, while down here, and shall rejoice with Him for ever and
for ever.
W. L, R.
DEW-DROPS.
"And she said, Truth, Lord."-MATTl1EW xv. 27.
THE short history of this Canaanite woman is well known and
impressed upon the hearts of God's childroJD. From it how often have
they drawn much comfort whilst placing themselves, as it were, in
the place of this poor woman, while they have in wonder and
astonishment exclaimed with the Psalmist, "Who am I, 0 Lord God,
and what is mine house, that Thou hast brought me hitherto 1 "
Our Saviour has been reproving the scribes and Pharisees for their
transgression of the commandment of God through their traditions,
and showing that" the heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately
wicked," and, consequently, out of it proceedeth the evil thoughts
and imaginations.
He departs thence, and comes into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon.
A woman of Canaan is led by the cords of everlasting love to meet
Him, not only on account of her daughter's need of cure, but for
herself, who also "had need of healing," and such healing as only the
Saviour could effect. She cries for mercy to the Son ot' David, and
speaks for her daughter: "My daughter is griEwously vexed with a devil."
Oan we remember the time when we have earnestly and in anxious
longing besought the Lord for the fulfilment of some cherished desire 1
Have we not gone to the throne of grace again and again, and found
the heavens as brass 1 Have we had some heavy trial laid upon us
that we would fain have been eased from, and have we not besought
the Lord again and again to remove it from us 1 But we finu the
trial is not removed, but the assuring answer comes, "My grace is
sufficient for you;" and we see the same experience here. The woman
has earnestly entreated the Lord for her daughter, "but He answered
her not a word." There is the trial of her faith-to be kept waiting;
to have no seeming regard taken of her request.
Beloved, I fear there are many who would have gone away disheartened and discouraged had they been in that poor woman's place.
"But He answered her not a word." ,Vhat a volume is written
here, and how true in the experience of each of the living members
of His family! Perplexed and dismayed, how oft are they ready to
$ink under their load, which they think they are enduring alone.
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They call out, and there is no answer. They cry out for very fear
of being consumed away in their grief, an<;l are ready to give up in
despair, when, at the last moment, their God appears, faithful to His
promise, never failing nor forsaking His people, but holding them
with the right hand of His righteousness, bidding them "Fear not!"
for He is their "shield and exceeding great reward." Thus man's
extremity is often found to be God's blessed opportunity.
Blt to return to the narrative. His disciples (and oh, how different
their love to the divine and eternal love of their Master, whose very
life's work was to go about" doing good") beseech Him to "send her
away, for she crieth after us." They knew not of the inner longing
she had, nor of the eternal cord of love which was drawing her to
the Great Physician of souls. Then in His answer of ,rebuke to the
disciples she finds her comfort, though classing herself amongst "the
lost sheep of the house of Israel." "But He answered and said, I am
not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel. Then came
she and worshipped Him, saying, Lord, help me." Truly was the
heart prepared to receive the glad tidings of great joy. She had
evidently known wmething of her lost and ruined condition by
nature-had had some revelations of the sinfulness of her own heart,
realizing a little of its desperate wickedness-for, when the Master
turns, and still tries her further with the words, "I am not sent
but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel," she is COli tent
to class herself amongst "the lost sl~eep of the house of Israel," if she
can only get Him to help her and deliver her. "Lord, help me." Is
not this still the cry 1 Is it not as much the cry of the tried believer
as the babe in Ohrist 1 Oonvinced of their sinfulness, their utber inability to help themselves, to do themselves any good, or to gain any
help from man, the cry goes forth from the heart, "Lord, help me."
So this poor woman's appeal comes from her heart while she realizes
who is the Mighty One, able to save to the uttermost, and who alone
"can do helpless sinners good." "Lord, help me." Yes, even meme, so undeserving of the least of all Thy mercies, so unworthy of
the smallest share of Thy blessings. And mark, her cry for help
brings forth blessing. But she was yet to be tried.
Beloved, faith is a precious gift, and a gift which brings untold
blessing with it from the Father; and the trial of this precious faith
is that which brings such manifold blessings. Abraham had great faith,
but he had further to learn that that great faith brought great trials j
and He who bade Abraham "Fear not!" also bids us lean on Him j
and, whilst faith is often deeply tried, the trial brings forth such blessed
results, to our soul's comfort and joy, that we may well endure the
bitter for the sweet peace which follows. Faith surmounts difficulties,
soars above the depressing things uf time, and causes the well Qf joy to
spring up in our hearts when we think of the. "little while" that is
passing so rapidly ere we see Him face to face, and fully and eternally
realize the glories of the heavenly kingdom.
, But to our narrative. The further trial of this woman's faith was
spoken of. 8he has cried for help, and still the Master apparently
damps her ardour: "It is not meet to take the children's bread;
and to cast it to dogs." Robbing the children of their bread to
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cast it to dogs! Dogs! one of the meanest of animals mentioned
in Scripture. But the blessed importunity of this woman. Be it
yours and mine to know something of "the like precious faith."
«And she said, Truth, Lord'; yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which
fall from their masters' table." "Truth, Lord." She took Him at
His word, acknowledging in those two words His sovereign power and
right to either justify or condemn. She disputed not His word, which
is truth itself. But Little-Faith rises, her importunity is not to be
daunted, and, amidst the tremblings, hopings, and clillgings, she adds,
"yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters' table."
" Yet!" She is tried to the uttermost, and, in her clinging to Him, not
letting Him go until He has blessed her, she cries with the ehildren,
"Yet! " A humbling position, amongst the dog, certainly, but she
is content if it be to "eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters'
table." The time has come for showing her favour. The hour is come
when she need no more call herself a dog, but can cry with the
children, "Abba, my Father." The Master, who has tried her faith
and proved it, who has kept her waiting so long for the blessing,
turns to her, saying, "0 woman, great is thy faith; be it unto
thee even as thou wilt." Only His children know of the barriers
that are broken down; only His children can sing, "When He hath
tried me, I shall come forth as gold;" and only His children cau enjoy
in reality the full, perfect, and sufficient salvation wrought out for
them by a perfect Saviour. In exultant joy, though knowing too
well their sinnership, they singC,

Salvation bestowed without money or price,
The poorest and vilest herein may rejoice;
For pardon, acceptance, and life are so free,
They come to Manasseh, and Mary, and me."

R.

ENGLAND'S DAY OF TROUBLE.
(Concluded (rCFm page 545.)

LET me now pass on to notice the "crying to the mountains." The
prophet Isaiah says this is all in vain. "In vain," says he, " is
salvation hoped for from the hills, and from the multitude of mountains." And yet we to cry to them! Now this, according to the present
state of things, is the crying for help to men of greatness and of
eminence, and to rulers. Why, there are some that even call them,
selves Nonconformists, that are so ignorant, or so wicked (or both),
that they will even cry to Parliament for grants to build their schools.
They are sure to be cursed. I am confident that the blessing of God
will not rest upon one of them. Such a dereliction of principle-such
a violence to everything like Bible direction! "Orying to the mounIt is no uncommon thing,
tains ! " Nay, I car-ry this further.
especiaUy in limited and small Ohurches and congregations, if they can
get a;. great man, a- rich, man, a nobleman, to sanction them and side
with them aud associate with them, to say, "Oh, that will be the
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making of us!" "Crying to the mountains!" My hearers, it is a
fatal mistake. The rich are not the persons .to support the truth of:
God j the rich are not the persons that uphold the pure truth of the
Most High. The support of the cause of God comes, in almost all
'instances-I grant there may be a few exceptions-from the working
<:lasses, and from those in the middle station of life. These are the
persons, not the rich and the noble: "Not many mighty, not many
noble, not many rich are called j" and therefore, mark you, "crying
to the mountains" is one of our sins-crying to the lofty and the
great and the- influential of the day, because they are great, and have
abundance of this world's goods, as if they would do such wonders!
Why, they will spend thousands and tens of thousands on Popery
before they will give one shilling to the cause of God! This is "crying
to the mountains:" " Woe to them that go down to Egypt for help j
and stay on horses, and trust in chariots, because they are many; and
in horsemen, because they are very strong; but they look not unto the
Holy One of Israel, neither seek the Lord" (lsa. xxxi. 1).
I think I have gone pretty rapidly over the first part of our subject-a "treading down" of oppression; a scene of "perplexity" in
every class of society; a "breaking down of walls "-all demarcation
and separation-as if God had no Church of His own; and a "crying
to the mountains" for help. Now, let us advance, just to mark the
fact that foes are rampant amidst all this. Do not imagine that Popish
Jesuits are cold to all this. If there are any Jesuits here to-nightwhich I believe there are, for there are generally some in every
congregation, especially on such an occasion as this-they know what
I am stating is matter of fact. This is what they are looking forward
to, and they mean to foster it by every deceit which J esuitism is able
to use. They are buildiug enormous buildings; they are preparing
dungeons, as if for the Inquisition, which they ~all nunneries, through()ut the land. 'iVhy are they so walled in, unless they are preparing
in them instruments of torture for Protestants by-and-bye 1 And, while
this is going on, they are increasing their nnmbers among our rulers,
augmenting their strength, ~ttempting to publish the banns of marriage
between England and Rome' at the present moment-and all nnder a
false garb and specious pretence of liberality and liberty. They mean
bondage-they mean liberty to everything but Christianity, and that
they want to "tread down," and "break down the walls" of it as far
as they can. This is the "day of trouble."
n. Let us just go on to glance at the cause. I have said, idolatry is
the cause. This I have borrowed from the context; and it is a very
remarkable thing that, although idolatry was forbidden in the most
solemn manner to the tribes of the Israel of God, there was no sin to
which they were so prone j and it was idolatry that brought on all their
calamities. It was idolatry that paved the way to their captivity; it
was idolatry that defeated their armies when they went to war j it was
. idolatry that spoiled their cities; it was idolatry that sent them famines ;c
it was idolatry that led to their final dispersion. What shall I say of
England 1 " Do you mean to say England is idolatrous 1" That I do;
and I mean to say that Popery is the rankest idolatry, except Puseyism,
and that is the worst of the two, because it is more guarded, and.

",

736

TIte Gospel Magazine.

because it is more cloaked and concealed. What! is it not idolatry to
set up poor Mary as an object of worship ~ I ca.ll her "poor" because
she was poor in this world-a good woman, no doubt, and it is
written, "All nations shall call her blessed;" a Christian, no doubt, who
went to heaven by the blood and righteousness of the Son of God;
and I think, if she were allowed to come down, and treat the idolaters
as they deserve, that she would spurn them to hell with a frown;
and yet she is to be idolized, and called "our only hope;" and even
those rulers who have sworn that they believe Popery to be idolatrous'
are using all their power and their influence to set it up; and many
of them absolutely worship the Virgin Mary at the same time. Is not
this enough to bring down the vengeance of God upon a nation 1
But, if you pass from the Papists themselves to the double-dyed
Papists, the Puseyites-oh, what shall we say of their idolatry 1 That
it is quite as bad in principle, and infinitely worse, because disguised.
Why should they be so shameless as still to retain the name of
Protestant 1 'Why should they be so dishonest as still to take the Protestant support, the Protestant salaries, and feed and fatten upon
Protestant bounty, when they are Papists at heart, and every foolery
pertaining to Popery is held and practised by them 1 My hearers,
I am surprised that people should call this a Protestant nation. It
is no such thing. It is a mixture of Protestantism, Infidelity, alla
Popery-and the first ingredient in the mixture is of a very'low grade,
and almost of a mock description. I do not wonder at the panic
in commerce; I do not wonder at the destruction in vegetation; 1 do
not wonder at the distress of the poor; I do not wonder at the signs
of perplexity that are abroad in the world. God's hand is stretchd
out, on account of the idolatry of the nation. We need not go out of
our own neighbourhood-we need not go many stone-cabts from our
own door-to witness idolatry in its grossest forms.
Pass on just to mark what idolatry is. It is a forsaking of the
simplicity of the Gospel for the invention~ of men; and here I
shall bring in a large multitude of professed Nonconformists. The!!
have forsaken the simplicity of the Gospel for the inventions of mVll.
The simplicity of the Gospel sets forth a free-grace salvation 1,1'
ruined sinners-the gift of God the Father, the work of God t~i~
Son, the ministry of God the Spirit, irrespective of man's deserts;
and bestowed in the most sovereign manner upon the entire election
of grace. The idolatrous race which we are destined to live among
has brought in human notions, probabilities, proposals, overtures, CUllditions, terms submitted to man's caprice; and proud free-will, the Juggernaut of all the idolatry and all the idols, is set up in almost every
temple. "Shall I not visit for these things ~ saith the Lord; and shall
not My soul be avenged on such a nation as this 1"
Take another view of idolatry, for which the wrath of God goes
forth-I mean the linking of spiritual and carnal things together.
I have already hinted at this in the severe remarks I have made
relative to religion and education being legislated for; but, apart from
their being linked together in the Houses of Parliament and among
our rulers, see how they are linked together in society. Observe
how, among all classes and all grades (without stopping to particu-
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larize), and in every community, the point and the objed which
thousands who call themselves Christians place before their eyes is"What will turn to my gain 1 What will bring me the largest
salary 1 What will serve for my temporal promotion and creature
advancement 1" This is idolatry-self-idolatry-the worst kind of
idolatry. Where, I ask, are the disinterested men which we had
in the apostles' days 1 Where are the persons who, as the Lord
commanded, took neither purse, nor scrip, nor two coats? ,Ve do
not know such persons now. Now it is promotion, advancement,
higher incom-e, more secular interests-a making some secular use,
some temporal advantage, even of the possession of spiritual things,
and that too in almost every grade of society. This is idolatry, and
"shall not the Lord be avenged for these things? "
Ill. I pray you advance a little further, to the fact recorded ill
the text-that it is "by the Lord." God is jealous of His honour. It
is written in olden time, even in the Decalogue and accompanying it,
"I, the Lord thy God, am a jealous God." "God is jeitlous for Zion,"
said the prophet, "with a great jealousy;" and He is going forth with
that jealousy now. His honour is insulted, His name is reproached,
His truth has fallen in the street, and few indeed care for it. How
deeply affecting is the appalling fact that the honour of God in Gospel
ministrations is not the first and the primary object! The question
does not seem to arise, ., How shall Jesus be exalted? How shall
the Father of mercies be glorified 1 How shall the Holy Spirit's work
go on, and we most fervently invoke His mighty and invincible operation in His Church?" But no; it is-cc How shall man be complimented 1 How shall the creature be pleased and gratified? How shall
religious amusement go on 1" My hearers, think me not severe-nay,
I ask no favour; think me as severe as you please-when I say that
a large proportion of what passes for Christian worship is nothing but
theatrical amusement in a religious garb. Bear with me while I follow
this out. There are some such appalling instances come under my
notice that they make my blood almost chill in my veins. What would
you think of a popular man abandoning his pulpit, but not his salary,
for a whole year, to become an editor of a newspaper 1 Would you
think there was impudence enough in hell for this? My hearers, I
am constrained to lift up the warning voice, that, if I never lift it up
again, I may have a clear conscience in the day of judgment. "Put me
into one of the priests' offices for a morsel of bread" seems to be the
prevailing cry in the present day.
Now, when I look at this visitation as coming from the hand of
God, in the face of all this I pray you to take the opposite view.
And what shall I say to the hand of God when, ever since the year
1829, I have watched very diligently, and God has removed from His
Church many faithful watchmen? He has removed His Elijahs, and
He has sent no Elishas instead; He has removed His Pauls, and He
has sent no Timothys nor Tituses. Is not this the hand of GoEl. in
His visitations? He has removed His Moseses, and He has sent no
Joshuas. Oh, how anxious was Moses that he might see and know
the man that should succeed him, and should conduct the chosen tribes
after he had gone home! Equally desirous was Elijah; and Elisha
3 n
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caught his mantle, and it rested upon him, that Israel might not be
without a prophet. Paul knew that, after his departure, "grievous
wolves would enter in, not spariug the flock;" but God raised up
Titus, and Timothy also, whom he called his "son in the faith," to
labour in the vineyard of God. The promise, runs that, "instead of
the fathers, shall come up the children, to be made princes in the
earth."
But where are our princely preachers now 7 Where are the
men that are favoured with the conversion of sinners as the result of
their ministry 7 Where are the instances to be found in which anything more tnan popular applause and pleasing amusement for the
multitude is consulted 7 My dear' hearers, I speak with great feeling
upon this point, as one who will go to Moses and Elijah and· Paul,
and expects to be in their company shortly. Oh, it would give me
an inconceivable moment of peace in my dying hour, if God would
give me to see some Timothys and Tituses raised up, that should
preach all the truth of God without reser,e to this "crooked and
perverse generation." But no; I see the hand of God uplifted., and
He says to one and another of His ambassadors, "Come home. I
mean to go to war with this land, and therefore I call back My ambas·
sadors, I am about to open a campaign with England, and therefore
I will take this and that captain into winter quarters-nay, into eternal
summer-and they shall be' for ever with the Lord.''' I presume that,
when our nation or any other nation simply sends out to recall her
ambassador from any foreign court, without giving any reason, without
making a single declaration of hostility, the fact of itself would be
quite sufficient for that court to understand that war was meant. Now,
what shall we say ·when God recalls His ambassadors? If I go back
to the days of dear old Dr. Hawker, whose equal I never knew"on
earth, and were I to make out a long string of some ·twenty or thirty
that I have personally known of first-rate men-men of master-spirits,
men of undaunted courage, men who did not stand abashed at· men
ot devils-they are all gone. And whom have we to succeed them 7
Some flippant boys, who have been taught a little Latin and Greek,
to display the puppyish airs and dandy tricks of those who want to
show themselves off, but not to win souls.
I pray you follow on to mark here tha, while Jehovah is jealous
of His honour-jealous of His own essential glory-His Church must
be purified. "I will cleanse their blood that I have not cleansed'; I
will purge away the filth of Jerusalem." This is the only way to
cleanse them from their sins. "I will sift the house of Israel as corn
is sifted in the sieve." The purity of His Church is determined on;
and the time is coming when, however severe the trial may be, the
hypocrites in Zion shall be afraid. Fearfulness shall surprise them,
because God will fan away the chaff, cleanse His Ohurch from all
formality, superstition, will-worship, creature inventions, and above all,
from. that pest of society, priestcraft. It will all be gOlle by-and-bye.
God is jealous of His glory j and therefore my text says it is "by the
Lord God "-yea, by the Lord God of Israel in His covenant
character.
"When .nations are to perish for their ·sins,
'Th in the Church the lerrosy begins."

A
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IV. I have not 1,JEt half the time I intended for the other particular of
discourse, to which I must now hasten. We have it notified in our text
that all this is but for a limited time. This was the bright cloud which
caught my attention in studying this passage: ~"It is a clay of trouble."
Well, you know, a day soon runs out. What a mercy it is not a
year or an age! "A day of trouble." The persecution will be severr,
I have no doubt; and my fixed apprehension has been for more than a
quarter of a century past that, when Popery becomes rampant and
gains the ascendancy (which it is now on the tip-toe for, and has
almost grasped), this persecution will be hot, severe, bloody, desperate.
But it will be short. Three days and a half are allotted to it in
the Apocalypse. These may be, .as some commentators state, three
years and a half; still, these are but as a day to the Lord; and,
when this is over, then truth shall triumph. Truth must triumph;
tr.uth shall prevail. The truth of· God, in its doctrinal fulness, in its
.Bible silnpiicity, ill its experimental savour, in its practical influence
and results, must and shall prevail; and, however men may war
against it, the Lord will stand by it, n,nd by His witnesses, who shall
never be buried, though they shall be politically slain-they shall risc
up in great glory. Then shall "a nation be born to God in a day;"
tlren shall there be a general "turning to God with fLlll purpose of
heart;" then shall Ephraim cease to vex Judah, and Judah to envy
Ephraim. The distinction between the Church and the world shall be
maintained, but denominations shall forget their enmity to one another.
Then shall"Names and sects and parties fall,
And Jesus Ohrist be All in all."
rhe contention shall be for the truth, and not for the shibboleth of
a party; the contention shall be for the truth, and not for the dogmas
of a few isolated individuals; not for "I am of Paul, and I of Apollos,
and I of Cephas," but all for-er I am of Christ."
Just glance a little further at this. The enemies of our Lord and of
His Christ must all be brought down under His feet. Mark this one
expression, which is all I intend to cite here. When speaking of our
precious, glorious ,King in Zion, it is said-" He must reign till He
hath put all enemies under His feet." That will be the result when
the "day of trouble" is over; so that Antichrist is doomed to
destruction; and, however proudly she may rear her crest for the present
-however secretly she may work her subterranean passage to ascendancy-she will only gain that ascendancy to be hurled from it; for,
just as it is written in the Apocalypse, she must be Oll an eminence
to be cast down. In one hour her desolation will come; and she is
now working her way to that very ascendancy, in order to be crushed
by the mighty hand of God-not by the civil sword, not by creature
power, not by any energies of man, much less any efforts of Christians,
except. by publishing the Word of God-but her destruction shall come
from heaven; so that the enemies of Jesus Christ, whether open and
avowed, or secret and designing, shall all be put "under His feet; " and
by-and-bye He will say to them-(ye Jesuits, hear it !)_" Bring hither
these Mine enemies, who would not that I should reign over them, and
slay them before Me."
3 B 2
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One thought more before we close. Divine honour is pledged for
all this j divine honour is revealed with it. The cause is God's j the
persecuted people are God's; the truth is God's. His honour, His
name, His glory, are coupled with it. It were as easy to demolish
the throne of Deity as to destroy His living Church. It were as easy
to remove the sceptre from His right hand as to take. away the prosperity of Zion, the calling and saving of every elect vessel of mercy.
The cause is His own j and Deity, in each distinct Personality of the
Godhead, are sworn to each other. The Father said to the Son, "He
shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, and the pleasure of
the Lord shall prosper in His hand." He has also said, "I have set
Him upon My holy hill of Zion, to declare My decree." And what
shall that decree be ~ "Thou art My beloved Son; this day have I
begotten Thee." "Ask of Me; I will give Thee the heathen for Thine
inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for Thy possession."
Then what shall be done with those who are enemies throughout the
world ~ "Thou shalt rule them with a rod of iron; thou shalt break them
in pieces like a potter's vessel." Then mark, I beseech you, what the
Son's engagement with the Father is-to honour and exalt His name,
to glorify Him on earth, to gather together all His elect, make an
atonement for all His family, and ultimately to bring to His footstool
all for whom He bled. Oh, the blessed~ess, then, of belonging to
Jesus' family-the elect, for whom He died! And the Holy Ghost is
carrying on the work, fulfilling His own designs; and, wherever an
elect vessel of mercy is found, it is His prerogative, it is His covenant engagement, to apply the truth with divine power to the heart, to bring
home with invincible energy the sacred things belonging to Christ, and
to regenerate and train up for glory all the souls that belong to God.
Prepare, then, my hearers, for the "day of trouble "-for come I
verily believe it will-and ask whether you are prepared to prefer the
martyr's crown to the "mark of the beast;" and look forward beyond
the trying scene to that glory which shall burst upon the Church of
the living God when Jesus shall be one Lord, and His name oneone Shepherd, one flock, and one fold-and the fulfilment of all the
promises given to Him in covenant shall be carried out and accomplished in the entire and eternal salvation of the whole elect living
Church of God.
May He command a blessing upon these few hints, and His name
shall have all the glory!

SUBSTITUTION.
FROM" OLD JONATHAN'S WALKS AKD TALKS WITH HIS
GRANDCHILDREN."

"PLEASE, Grandpa, will you tell us what happened in school one
day ~ "
. "Ob, yes, dear children, with a great deal of pleasure. Well, a
certain boy was to have half-a-dozen strokes of the cane for some
wrong-doing. He was a poor, weakly boy, and had a great dread of
the cane; 80 he cried a great deal at the thought of it. Another
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boy, who was stronger and heartier, saw how the poor boy dreaded
what was before him, and what did he do but go up to the master,
and say, 'Please, sir, may I have the cane instead of Robert 7'
The master was very pleased with the noble-hearted boy for making
such a proposal. He thought, at the same time, it would help him to
explain to the school at large the great doctrine of substitution, so
he calls out, 'Attention!' The boys at once dropped their work, and
all turned round to hear what the master had to say."
" Now, boy~," said he, "you know that ROBERT HILL has done
wrong to-day, and that I said he must have half-a-dozen strokes of
the cane for the .offence. Now, what am I to do 7" "Forgive him,
sir," exclaimed the boys.
"That I would gladly do," replied the master j "but then what
should I do 1"
Here was a pause. A dead silence ensued, until one boy said, "'¥ou
would break your word, sir."
" Ah! that's true," said the master, "and what more 7" "Forfeit
your character," said another boy.
"And would you like your master to forfeit his character, boys 1 "
" No," said they all.
" 'Well, now, boys, here's J AMES FLETCHER has come and asked
that he may receive the half-dozen stripes instead of ROBERT HILL.
What do you think of that?" " Very kind of him, sir."
"So I think. Well, then, I may punish FLETCHER, may I not, without breaking my word or forfeiting my character 1" " Yes, sir."
"Come, then, JAMES, and take the stripes."
"Now," said the master to ROBERT HILL, "come, ROBERT, and have
yours." "Oh, no, no, sir!" shouted all the boys j "that would not
be fair at all."
"Why not 1" said the ma"ter. "Because FLETCHER took HILL'S
place, and was punished in his stead."
"'VeIl, what of that 7" "Why, sir, that would be punishing twice
over j and that wouldn't be fair at all. 'Vhy, hasn't FLETCHER been
put in HILL'S place 7 Wasn't he punished instead 7"
"Quite right, boys. I merely said what I did to bring before you,
and make very plain, a great Bible doctrine. Now, what is the doctrine
that I mean 1" "Substit1dion, sir!" exclaimed the boys.
"Now, who was the substitute in this case 7"
"J.UIES FLETCHER,
sir."
"Now, boys, what did God say about sin?" "That He could by no
means clear the guilty."
"How, then, can any be saved, for all are sinners? I, "Because Christ
died instead of them."
" 'What was Christ, then 1" "A Substitute."
"Tell me again what a substitute is." "One who takes the place
of another."
Li "'Vhose place, then, did Christ take 7"
"The sinner's place."
"Why was it needful that Christ should die 1" "Because He could
not pay the penalty of sin without He died."
"Can you prove that from the Bible 7" "Without shedding of
blood there is no remission."
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"What is the iiong of heaven 1" "Unto Him that loved us, and
washed us from our sins in His own blood,
be glory and
dominion for ever and ever."
"But doesn't that prove that Christ was sEllllething more than a Substitute 1 " "Yes, sir."
"'Vhat was He then 1 " "A Sacrifice."
"What do you mean by a sacrifice 1" "An offering."
"What did Christ offer, then 7" "Himself, sir."
"Can you give me a text· of Scripture to prove it 1" "Christ was
once offered to bear the sins of many."
"Can you give me another text 1 " "But this Man, after He had
offered one sacrifice for s~ns for ever, sat down on the right .hand of
God."
"Quite right, boys; and may God mercifully give you an interest in
this great Substitute and Sacrifice."

y

SERM0N PREACHED IN ST. LUKE'S CHURCH, BEDMINSTER,
ON TRINITY SUNDAY, MAY. 23RD, 1880, BY THE
REV. W. H. PAINTER, CURATE.

"In ulwm ye also are bllilded together JOT an habitation oj God through
the Spi1'it."-EpHESIANS ii. 22.
THERE is this great peculiarity in the Word of God, that divine truth is
herein presented to us not in its dogmatic form, but in its experimental
and practical aspects. True it is that in the Scriptures there is a
system of truth, and that that system is a harmonious whole; but
this does not at once meet the eye of him who opens his Bible. It
has the rather to be sought for in the exercise of prayer for the Spirit's
teaching, and it has generally to be learnt in the school of affliction
and of spiritual conflict. Yes, brethren, as the Spirit of God takes His
child aside; as He opens put to him his desperate sinfulness, weakness,
and nothingness; as He sho,,'s him his vileness and unholiness, so also
does He make known to him the wonderful doctrine brought before us
in the services of our Church this day-the doctrine of the Trinity,
and show him how each Person of the Godhead, Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, is concerned in his salvation and glorification.
It is, then, as a matter of personal and individual experience that I
bring before you this morning this great central truth of Christianity,
the Trinity in Unity. The passage which I have chosen as my text
reveals to us one aspect of it, namely, that believers are builded together
in God the Son, that in this building God the Father dwells, and that
the Person by whom this is lJrought to pass is God the Holy Ghost.
1. Believers are built together in God the Son. In other. passages
of the Word of God the Lord Jesus Christ is spoken of as the
}"'oundation of His Church;. as, for example, in 1 Corinthians iii. 11,
where the Apostle says, "Other foundation can no man lay than
that is laid, which is Jesus Christ;" and in Isaiah xxviii. 16, where
we read, "Therefore thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I lay in
Zion for a foundation a stonp, a tried stone, a precious corner
stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste."
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But in the verse before us a peculiar expression is used: "In whom ye
,tlso are builded." Let us endeavour to understand its exact meaning.
Brethren, if you have carefully examined St. Paul's writings, you
will have no.ticed the frequency with which he uses the words "in
Him," and> you will also have marked the declaration in chapter iii.
9-11, that all God's dealings with His people in time are" according
to the eternal purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord,"
and for the manifestation of that purpose. Accordingly were they
chosen in Him, adopted in Him, redeemecl in Him, accepted in Him, receive
the sealing of the Spirit in Him, and are made partakers of the eternal
inheritance in Him. Nor is this language peculiar to St. Paul. Our
Lord Himself taught the same truth, as may be s~en by reference to
the closing chapters of St. John's Gospel. The people of God are
builded together, then, in Christ, because they have bl,len in Him from
the foundation of all things, and because all the blessings that they
receiv.e are so received by virtu.e of their eternal union with Jiim.
" Ye arc. in Him."
In the context of the verse under consideration, this truth of the
building together of the people of. God in Christ is brought before us
in another aspect. We read, verses 20, 21, "Ye are built upon the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being
the chief corner stone j in whom all the building groweth unto an holy
temple in the Lord." The Lord Jesus Christ is the corner stone, binding together the people of God. As the corner stone of a house binds
together two walls, so in a higher, in a spiritaal sense does the Chief
Corner Stone of God's house bind together those who have been built
into Him. Yes, in Him all His believing people are united. In Him
there is neither barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free, for they are all
one in Him. In Him all His people have fellowship one with another,
communion one with another, sympathy one with another, showing
compassion one for another. Hence arises brotherly love, brotherly
help, and brotherly support. Say, then, does not Christ bind His
people together 1
Again, a corner stone serves another purpose than this one that I have
mentioned-a handsome corner stone adds to the beauty of a building.
This David had in mind when he prayed thus: "That our daughters
may be as corner stones, polished after the similitude of a palace"
(Psalm cxliv. 12) j and so it is as regards the stones of which the Lord's
temple is composed. They derive their beauty from the great Corner
Stone. He beautifies them with His salvation. He makes them comely
with His comeliness that He puts upon them, even His meritorious
righteousness j He gives them the beauty of holiness j and, therefore, He
says of them, "Thou art beautiful, 0 My love, as Tirzah, comely as
Jerusalem, terrible as an army with banners" (Solomon's Song vi. 4).
But more j a corner stone serves another purpose-it 1'endm's a b1Lilding
seC1Lre. Now, if this be the case with an earthly building, how much
more S0 is it as regards the Lord's spiritual building j for each of its
stones is brought into actual contact with Him who is both the foundation stone and the corner stone of this building. Each is built into Him.
The stones of an earthly building may be pulled out of their places j
they may be hurled out of their positions by fierce convulsions of nature j
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or they may fall to the ground through the decay of the mortar or
cement. But not so the stones of the Lord's spiritual house. - No power
of Satan j no convulsion caused by him j no fierce wind of temptation
can remove one of the Lord's stones out of its place, and nothing can
affect the means used to unite experimentally a sinner to the" Ohief
Oorner Stone," the work of the Holy Ghost. See, then, believer, your
security. Storms of temptation may sweep over you, convulsions of
persecution may shake you, inward fears may agitate you, but, since you
have been built into Ohrist, nothing and no one can separate you from
Him.
2. But what was the pU1pose which J ehovah had in building His people
Our text replies, "an habitation of God."
A
together in Ohrist ~
wondrous truth is this, my brethren, that the eternal God should dwell
in His people's hearts j but yet it is a truth revealed in His Word,
in type, in prophecy, and in His Gospels. You remember the type-how
Jehovah promised to dwell in the eloud that overshadowed the mercyseat: "I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy-seat" (Lev. xvi. 2).
And the prophecy ran thus: "In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem,
Fear thou not: and to Zion, Let not thine hands be slack. The Lord
thy God in the midst of thee is mighty j He will save, He will rejoice
• over thee with joy j He will rest in His love, He will joy over thee
with singing" (Zeph. iii. 16, 17).
Then, if we turn to the Gospels, in how clear a manner is the indwelling of God the Father in His redeemed Ohurch brought before us.
In St. John xiv. 20,23, we read, "At that day ye shall know that I am
in My Father, and ye in Me, and I in you." "If a man love Me, he
will keep My words: and My Father will love him, and we will come
unto him, and make 01W abode with him;" and, in chapter xvii. 2.1,
23, we also read that He prayed thus: "That they all may be one j as
Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be one in
us j that the world may believe that Thou hast sent Me." "I in them,
and Thou in Me, that they may be made perfect in one j and that the
world may know that Thou hast sent Me, and hast loved them, as
Thou hast loved Me "-language which is re-echoed by St. Paul, WIH'll
he writes, "God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in tl.U':lIl;
and I will be their God, and they shall be:My people."
My brethren, great is the blessedness of those of us in whom God
condescends to dwell. He dwells in us to teach us, to give us peace,
to guide us, to comfort us, to strengthen us, and to uphold us. But do
we enjoy this blessing as we should ~ Do we wait upon the Spirit
for His gracious teaching ~ Do we live by faith upon the Lord Jesus
Ohrist ? Oh, dear friends, if we do not fully enjoy this blessing, then
let us see to it that we do wait constantly upon the Spirit for His
help; and what will be the result, but more settled peace, a more lively
hope, and an effort to "adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all
things" ?
But this branch of our subject has another application, and that a
very solemn one. If God is not dwelling in your hearts, if they are
not the habitation of God, I ask, whose habitation are they? who dwells
in them? We read in the Gospels of a man in whose body a legion
of devils dwelt. 'We read in Ephesians ii. 2, that a man whose soul is

-

The Gospel illagazittc.

'\

745

"dead in trespasses and sins" "walks according to the course of this
world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that
now worketh in the children of disobedience." Mark the expression,
"the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience." This, then, is
your condition, unconverted sinner. Satan dwells in your heart j he
works there j and oh, what a fearful condition is this to be in! May
the Spirit cause the cry to ascend from your breast, "Cast out Satan
from my heart j cast out the world from my heart j cast out every idol
from my heart, that it may b9come Thy habitation, that God may
dwell in me and walk in me, and that I may be one of His people!"
Let us now proceed to inquire3. How the building. together of the people of God in Christ is
effected. Our text replies, "In whom ye are builded together for an
habitation of God thrlYltgh the Spirit." Yes, brethren, it is by the Spirit
that the people of God are built into Christ, brought into actual union
and communion' with Him. It is by the Spirit that a sinner is broken
off from his sins and iniquities. It is by the Spirit that he is separated
from the world. It is by the Spirit that he has created within him
a clean heart and a right spirit-a heart that believes unto righteousness, and a spirit that grieves over sin.
It is by the Spirit
that his rebellion against God and opposition to Christ and His
salvation are subdued. It is the Spirit that leads him to Jesus, and
gives him to experience that he has been built into Christ Jesus the
Lord.
Look, my brethren, at a stone that has been hewn in one of nature's
quarries. It lies passive in the hands of a workman. But does a sinner
lie thus passive in the hands of the Spirit 1 No. Oh, what opposition
was there in our hearts when the Holy Ghost began to work within
us.! How we resented His gracious interference! How we strove
against His loving operations! But the Spirit, whose mercy is abundant and longsuffering, did not forsake us when we hoped and trusted
that He would. In His grace, He continued to work within our hearts,
showing us more and more of our sinfulness and of the Saviour's love;
convincing us more and more deeply of our own unrighteousness,
and revealing to us more and more of the Saviour's righteousness and
atoning of'ath, until at last our hard hearts were softened, our stubborn will:; were subdued, and we were brought in faith and repentance
to the Saviour, to be built up into Him; and then could we rejoice
in the Spirit's omnipotence-that He had proved Himself to be more
mighty than we ourselves are j that His love and mercy and grace had
overcome our opposition.
What is the instrument which the Spirit uses for the purpose of building
His people together in Christ for God's habitation 1 It is His own
Word. He says of this Word in Jeremiah xxiii. 29, "Is not My ,Vord
like as a fire 1 saith the Lord; and like a hammer that breaketh the
rock in pieces 1" Yes, by His own Word, whether preached or read,
does He hew a, sinner from the quarry of corrupt nature, bring him
into union with the Lord Jesus, that he may be made a living stone,
and "be built up into a holy temple in the Lord." And it is by this
same Word that He gives those of us who have been built into Christ
the experience and enjoyment of our union with Him. Let us, there-
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fo1'.e, be· found waiting .upon the Spirit, and searching the Scriptures,
that welmay have a greater. enjoyment of our eternal union with Christ;
aild~ thus live as. we ought to li'\Ce, rejoicing in Him and serving
Him dilig'8lltly and continually.
What a glorious time will that be when the building of the great
spiritual temple will have -been completed! when the headstone will
have be:en brought forth with. shoutings of " Grace, grace unto
it! " and when it will be found. that not one stone is missing
-that the feeblest, the most insignificant, is as eternally secure
as those we tliink the most precious, the .most,stllOng,. and the moat
valuable!
. Dealr friends," let each and all ask themselves; « Is it true of me ~
Have I been .so quickened by the, Spirit as to have been made ,a living
stone 1 Have L been so built up into Christ as to be part and parcel
of that great spiritual house in which God by His Spirit dwells 1"
EaTthly houses, ear.thly.churches, earthly temples will one day crumble
tOcdust, but. this habitation,> built ,of living. stonesjis ..ofeternaLduratioll.

TEACHING

AND

TRAINING

FOR

THE

MINISTRY.

(Continued from page 690.)

WELL, I feel I must go a little further with this matter. I am
not·without ·some ground of hope that the thing is of the Lord, from
the following circumstances. Some time back I was called upon quite
unexpectedly ·to deliver an .address to' a goodly company of the Lord's
people. It was not until after considerable solicitation and urging on
the part of some of the friends that I consented. With:great fearfulness and trembling of heart I stood up and began to stammer out
something respecting the Lord's gracious dealings with me. I had not
proceeded far before the Lord sweetly liberated my tongue, and my
heart was melted down in loving surprise and adoration at,the footstool
oft divine mercy; .and ·not only was· my heart softened, and every fear
removed, but many of the people were moved to tears'·,liikewise.
After the close of the service a minister, who had been" long in the
Lord's vineyard, spoke to me by way of encouragement; allld, addressing himself to a brothel' minister who stood near, said, "Murder will
out." Several times since this occurred I have opened my lips in the
same place at the request of the friends.
Again, some time ago, I was placed most suddenly in a very trying posi.
tion. I had been in the like circumstauces previously, but had declined
to open my lips in the Master's name, and had felt much guilt and
bondage of'mind on account of it. On the present occasion, instead of at
once refusing, I took a little time to consider and pray over it. While
lifting up my heart, and groaning out my desires to the Lord for Him
to make manifest His will in the matter, He dropped three words into
the heart, melting it just for a few moments. (I omit the words for
sundry reasons, one of which is that, should this communication be
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inserted in' the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, I have no desire that any or the
friends with whom I stand in Church fellowship, some of whom I
know take the Magazine, should be able to say with certainty, " Thou
art the man.")
To proceed. In the evening I wandered into the fields for the
purpose of pleading with and laying the matter before the Lord.
Could gain no access in connection with the subject. Reminded
the Lord of the -three words that had fallen with softening power
into the heart a few hours before. I read the connection in which
they stand, -and tried to apply the circumstances to one's own case,
and besought the Lord to make it manifest in the issue that He
indeed was my Strength, my Helper, and my Shield. I returned
home and retired to bed, but not to rest, for my poor mind was
racked with anxiety and perplexity about the morrow. In the morning, after breakfast, I again sought retirement and solitude in an outof-the-way place. Here I groaned and cried out of the depths unto
the Lord, making a noise in my complaint. For some time I could
not realize any answer from the Lord. In my helplessness and
misery I told the Lord that I would rather go a thousand miles
another way than stand up in His house that morning and open my
lips without His sanction. Moreover, I told Him that I felt it utterly
impossible for me to go in my then condition. I entreated Him to
give me a token for good by melting my heart and giving me a sweet,
childlike spirit at His feet. Adored be His gracious name, He heard,
He answered. As is said in connection with Jacob's wrestling with
the Angel of the Covenant, so it may be said of the poor writer in
relation to his distress on that Lord's day morning, "And He blessed
him there" (Gen. xxxii. 29). For years it has not been my privilege
to realize a more glorious, a more precious, a more blessed, a more
dewy, a more unctuous, a more heart-melting and heart-mellowing sense
of the Lord's goodness, mercy, kindness, pity, tenderness, love, sympathy,
and Fatherly favour, than fell to my lot on this, to me, memorable
occasion. I blessed, praised, adored, sang, shouted, extolled, and
magnified His grace, so richly, fully, and blessedly shed abroad in
the heart of a poor hell-deserving sinner. I could say"Oh, for such love let rocks and hills
Their hsting silence break!
And all harmonious human tongueg
The Saviour's praises speak!"
" Now let me tell to sinners round
What a dear Saviour I have found;
I'll point to Thy radeeming blood,
And cry, 'Behold the way to God!'"

What a transformation in a fe\v moments! Just before, darkness,
dearth, and bondage; now, light, fruitfulness, and liberty. Like a child
in its mother's arms, free from everything of a disquieting or a disturbing
nature, so was my soul feelingly and experimentally. in my Saviour's
arms, resting upon His fulness and covenant all-sufficiency.
The Lord continued this sweet manifestation of His love until it was
time for me to direct my steps toward His house. As I journeyed
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thither, my heart W31S upward, desiring Him to grant all needful help, and
to preserve from the fear of man, which bringeth a snare. Before I
reached my desti,nation the sweet and precious sense of His love was
entirely gone, and I felt as timid and as trembling as ever. When I
took my place in the Lord's house, the devil told me I was going to
make a fool of myself, and that all the people would clearly see that I
wanted to run before being sent. After singing, I stood up and read a
portion of Scripture which was suitable to my then condition. In
prayer the Lord favoured me with freedom and access, and I felt encouraged to believe He would help me through. After the people had sung
another hymn, I rose with a trembling heart and announced my text.
As soon as I had done this and commenced speaking, all fear of the
creature fled,. the Lord smiled, and I felt" holpen with a little help," and
I believe some of the people glorified God on my behalf. In the evening
I again stood up in the Lord's name, and was helped through, though
not as comfortably as I could have wished. In connection with this
day's services, I am not without hope that the Lord blessed His truth as
delivered from my lips. One particular instance has been communicated
to me by letter, from one whom I believe tbe Lord has made honest
in divine things.
The receipt of this letter quite took me by
surprise, and I could but tell the Lord that, if my feeble testimony had been useful to one of His living children, He must have
all the glory, for I did not desire to take a single particle of praise
to myself.
Again, on the Monday following the Lord's day upon which I opened
my lips to speak in His name, I was indulged again and again to feel
in my soul the presence of the Lord, melting me into tears of holy
love and gratitude for His great mercy toward me. Touch after touch
of the precious love of Ohrist was felt in my heart, and I realized,
to my astonishment and delight, the heart-attracting, soul-absorbing,
fear-removing, bondage-chasing, liberty-giving freedom wherewith Ohrist
makes His people free. I could say with the Psalmist, "My cup runneth
over" (xxiii. 5). The recollection of these sweet seasons encourages me
to indulge the hope that the Lord's hand is in the matter-that it is
according to His will my trying to speak in His name.
(To be continued.)

[The writer of the foregoing is travelling the old beaten track to the
kingdom.
By grace divine he has entered the service of a good
and gracious Master.
But be it his to rem6mber that He will be
MastM', and our brother is to be His servant. And mark, that service
includes waiting, as well as u01king. To our poor restless natures
the waiting time is oftentimes the most trying part of the service.
"He that believeth shall not make haste." If we find ourselves to
be either hurried or flurried, we may take for granted that we
are, at such times, under the influence of the flesh. It was the
notable saying of a dear old servant of God, many years ago, "The
Lord knows where I live; and, when He wants me, He will send
for me." In all our movements the language of Moses can never be
too commonly our watchword: "If Thy presence go not with me,
carry us not up hence." Our friend is just "girding on the harness,"
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when, from th.e very nature of things, the time draweth nigh for us
Notwithstanding, we are bound to make this
to "put it off."
declaration: we have been so well satisfied with our Master and
His service that, if He were to give us our choice, we would
rather remain in it for some years to come-in spite of all that it
entails-than at once enter upon "the rest that remaineth."
Such
has been His condescension, His sympathy, His love, His tenderness,
His goodness, His bounty, His power, that (were it His will) we
should love yet to tarry, even in this wilderness, in order- to "speak
well of His name," and to testify before angels and men of His lovingkindness and mercy. Yea, we would that both lip and life should be
a practical embodiment of the desire of the Psalmist, when he says,
"Oh, that men would praise the Lord for His goodness, and for His
wonderful works to the children of men! "-En.]

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS.

To the Edit01' of the Gospel Jlaga."ine.
DEAR MR. EDIToR,-The well-expressed remarks of the late Miss
F. R. Havergal upon this popular snbject claim attention at this season
of the year.
After the heathen imitation of "thanksgiving" absurdities, and prior
to the commencement of" Christmas decorations," the subjoined quotation
from so popular a pen may have a timely message for those who
desire to "worship God in spirit and in truth." The rage for the visible
and symbolic, and the childish delusion that with "such sacrifices God
is well pleased," is only preparing the road to Rome, and leading the
ignorant farther away from the importance of a heartfelt religion
produced in the soul by the Holy Spirit, The quotation is as
follows :When our young friends use their taste and skill in what seems, on the
surface of things, a sacred work, the beautifying of God's sanctuary for a
religious festival, do they ever consider that, whatever the theoretical aim
may be, the practical is necessarily and distinctly temptation-temptation,
moreover, in exact proportion to the taste and skill displayed 1 The
experience of every honest conscience shows that when we, who naturally
love all that is beautiful, enter into a church beautifully decorated, the
temptation to wandering eyes and thoughts is just in proportion to the
exquisiteness and elaborateness of the decol'ation.
We have come to seek Jesus-to find the Shepherd" by the footsteps of
the flock." We want to commune with Him; we want Him to speak to our
hearts; we want to be freshly and specially " looking unto Jesus," in all the
meaning of that word-looking away from all else, looking unto Him. At
once our eye is caught by an elegant festoon-a singularly effective twining of
a pillar, or peeping out of a moulding-a charming device on the reading
desk, and a novel arrangement of the panels of the pulpit. ., It is all lovely ! "
" Much prettier than last year!" "The general effect is so good!" and so on.
Suddenly we remember what we came for, and we make a great effort to turn
away our eyes, and fix them on Jesus only; but somehow the electric chain
has been severed. The othe1' things have entered in, and, when we again look
up to meet the smile of the Prince of Peace, we find there has been a something between.
Our eyes have involuntarily been turned away from
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"the King in His beauty'J to the passing prettiness of garlands and
wreaths.
The dilemma for the decorators is, Do they wish their work to be looked
at and admired, or do they not? If not, why put it where it must attract the
eye? But, if they do, let them remember that the mind cannot be equally
occupied with two things at the same time, and that the moments spent in
admiring gaze on their graceful work cannot be spent in 'l.doring gaze,
spiritually, on the Lord of Christmas, the altogether lovely One.-Life of

F. R. Havergal.

Without endorsing all Miss F. R. Havergal's opllllOns upon spiritual
subjects, this extract deserves the consideration of those who admire her
writiRgs, and yet dissent from her well.timed remarks upon the popular
question of "church decoration."
I remain, dear Mr. Editor, yours faithfully,
G. R.
HOPES AND HELPS ON PILGRIMAGE.
To the Edito'l' of the Gospel Magaz'ine.

My DEAR BROTHER and fellow-traveller in that "path which no
fowl knoweth, and which the vulture's eye hath not seen," &c. ,-" May
grace be unto you, and peace be multiplied." Being at home to-day
through a painful necessity, I felt much darkness of mind, many
doubts and fears, and unbelief rising up within. It seemed to me that ,I
must have been deceived and deceiving others these many years-that,
after "having preached to others, I myself should prove a castaway;"
the enemy saying, and my own heart agreeing thereto, if I were a child
of God, as I have professed to be, He would not let me be harassed
with these painful circumstances through which I have to pass, within
and without-that these trials and afflictions came upon me as punishments for my sins, and presumption in professing to be what I am
not, and trying to make others believe it. I tried to read, but it
was all against me in the blessed Book. The promises of the Gospel
were for the people of God, and that I had no interest therein. I
tried to pray, but the very heavens seemed as brass, My prayers
seemed thrust back upon me as nothing worth. My \"hole soul was
filled with darkness, which was known and felt. At last I could only
groan ',out, -"Lord, help me, a, poor miserable sinner!"
My eye ,then dliopped upon the,·GosP-EL MIAGAZIN'E for this montb,
which a friend had kindly sent me.
I took it up with no hope
of finding anything suitable for me. I began to rea.d your "Family
Portion," and, as I read, the darkness cleared away. The night of
weeping was over and gone, and the morning of joy "appeared, and
the "Still of Righteousness arose with healing in His wings;" and
my poor soul was led to exclaim, "The Lord livetb, and blessed
be my Rock, and let the God of my salvation be exalted;" "I
know that my Redeemer liveth," &c.
I found that there were
others exercised in like manner with myself, and I felt it to be
a blessed companionship indeed.
May the Lord bless you indeed in your own soul, my brother,
for that sweet "Faniily Portion," in which I am thankful to share
for my soul can now sing,' as it has . done many times befor&-
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" Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As sure as the earnest is given;
More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven.'?

I cannot write as I feel, for want of time, space, and ability.
Forgive all imperfections, and do what you like with this.
Your companion in tribulation,
Haslingden, August 15th, 1880.
A. CLARK.
[If there be the occasional break in the cloud now, what will it be
by-and-bye, at the dawning of the eternal day-that "morning without clouds "-when that blessed state of things shall come to pass:
"The sun shall be no more thy light by day; neither for brightness shall the moon give light unto thee: but the Lord shall be
unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory.
Thy sun
shall no more go. down; neither shall thy moon withdraw itself:
for the Lord shall be thine everlasting light, and the days of thy
mourning shall be ended" (Isa. lx. 19, 20).
Is not this, we ask,
worth both waiting and weeping for-aye, and vJ1'6stling for too 1 If
the Lord were pleased to send "a word in season" by us to you,
He was graciously pleased to send, in return, a word by you to
ourselves; yea, and not merely to us, but to one (a dear brother
in the ministry) to whom, when we mentioned the special trial under
which you have been labouring, said it was exactly that which he
had been so long fearing for himself. At the moment he spoke, a
special conviction came upon us that he would never realize his fears,
and so we told him. In by far the majority of cases, in the
experience of the Lord's dear children, feaTS (under the precious
ministry of the Holy Ghost) are made to answer the self-same
purpose as facts. Hence we have long been wont to look at Psalm
lxxi. 20, in this light-that is, in a secondary or subordinate sense:
"Thou, which hast showed me great and sore troubles," &c. Thou
hast shown me what Thou couldst do; but, in Thy pitifulness and
compassion, hath been pleased .not to do it. See, for example, the
case of Hezekiah, in Isaiah xxxviii.
And have we not personally
proved, dear tried brother, in hundreds, .if not thousands, of instances,
how kind and tender, compassionate and considerate, He is 1 "He
knoweth our frame; He remembereth that we are but dust."-ED.]
ETERNAL LIFE.
TO "ISAAC C--," NEAR TADCASTER.

U NDOU15TEDLY the fruit and effect of eternal life being sovereignly
and divinely imparted to the sinner previously" dead in trespasses and
sins" is the momentGUs ..cry, "What must I do to be saved 1" and
the equally importunate craving, "God be merciful to me a sinner!"
The joyous exclamation, "Christ is mine, and I am His!" is an afterfruit and a yet further evidence of being the subject of spiritual and
eternal life. The babe in nature is as verily a living child before it
recognises its mother or calls its father, as when it delights in and
asserts its claim to both. The recognition by no means, constitutes the
nlationship, but is ,merely 'an~ evidence of'it.
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The Tl'i~£mphs of Divine Grace: a Faithful Narrative of the Lord's Dealings
7uith a Vessel of MeTCY. By M. L. R. London: J ames Nisbet and Co.
EVERY page of this precious testimony bears upon its face faithfulness,
and yet withal there is blended the utmost tenderness and spiritual
devotedness and affection. Throughout the Holy Ghost is honoured.
The divinity of His Perscm, and the absolute need of His ministry in
the quickening the dead sinner, and in the maintaining and accomplishing His own work in such quickened sinner's soul, is insisted upon.
The Person of Christ, in the boundlessness of His love, the rich atoning
efficacy of His blood, and the comeliness and perfection of His righteousness, is set forth with the same Scriptural fidelity. Nor is the Father's
sovereign, discriminating choice obscured or held in the background.
A fearless, faithful, unyielding advocacy of the whole truth is a marked
characteristic of the work before us. Equally significant is the signal
honour which the Lord the Spirit has placed upon this plain, faithful,
at the same time tender and loving dealing with a poor fallen fellowsinner. His arrest and awakening-his conviction and cry-his pardon
and peace-his sufferings and support-the patient waiting and the ultimate placid wafting away of his precious life upon the bosom of Jesusare all in turn beautifully brought out. There is, moreover, such an
entire absence of creature-effort, fleshly wisdom, and free-willism. There
is the calm, patient, unreserved setting before the sick and dying young
Upon
man the plain, simple, flesh-humbling verities of the Word.
the part of the honoured instrument so signally owned of God, in the
whole narrative there is the looking to and leaning upon Him for
teaching, guidance, and strength, step by step and stage after stage.
As a blessed result, nothing could have been more definite or conclusive, proving beyond the shadow of a doubt that "M. L. R." had
been made the means, in the hands of the omnipotent J ehovah, of
"plucking a brand from the burning," and adding another trophy to
the Mediatorial crown. 1'he book is invaluable as a demonstrative proof
of how the Lord will honour His own Word, as set before the sinner
in its own naked simplicity and purity, without the adulterations,
tonings down, or carnal policy of the creature. As an exceptional
thing, the little work before us is SQ entirely exempt from the dead
fly in the apothecary's ointmen~the "Do and live" of which we hear
so much in our day.
Now for an extract or two, in order that the reader may judge for
himself of the merits of this Christ-exalting work. When speaking of
the remarkable way in which she met the young man of whom she
was about to speak in the hydropathic establishment where she was
for a time located, the writer says:That very evening, the object who was afterwards to show forth the riches
of God's grace, and thereby confirm the otherwise doubtful convictions of
my mind in the providence of God, entered the establishment. From the
moment I heard a young man in consumption was coming, my mind seemed
filled with interest, and many liftings up of heart for him to the Lord
followed, that, if according to His will, He would give me a word to .peak
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to him, for "who can tell [rushed into the mind] but that he may prove
to be one of God's children, and that you are kept here for the purpose of
speaking a word to him for the Lord 7"
We did not meet till the day after he arrived, when I plainly saw death
was stamped upon that fine open countenance and m~nly form-his height
being more than six feet. He looked as though a few months would terminate
his sojourn on earth. A continuance in prayer was given on his behalf.
• . . • And will He set His people to ask for what He would not Himself
ask 7 But here is our confidence-" If we ask anything according to His
will, He heareth us" (1 John v. 14); and it cannot be according to His
will that we ask for what He does not mean to give; therefore it is our
comfort to know that, when enabled to continue in prayer, with power resting
on the spirit, for an unconverted one, it is a sign the Lord has purposes of
mercy in store for such. It is the echo on earth of the voice in heaven:
" Neither pray I for these alone [disciples with Him, or those already converted], but for them also which shall believe on Me through their words"
(John xvii. 20),

How true is this; and those who have been wont to watch the movementsof the Spirit in their OWll hearts well know the vast distinction
of a holy wrestling and an ardent importunity being vouchsafed to
,them on behalf of this or that poor sinner, and that most fearful death
and darkness upon the soul which can only be construed into the
"Speak no more unto Me of this matter." Oh, what anguish is at
such times awakened by the sick and dying bed! The Spirit-taught
and the Spirit-led know full well that vague and indiscriminate (socalled) prayer will not do. A mere empty form of words will not
suffice. The matter-of-course address will not meet the case. At such
times and seasons it is death within, as well as death literally hard by.
But oh, how different when a spirit of entreaty-a holy importunityan ardent wrestling-takes possession of the soul, and there is a sensible
venturing within the holy of holies to beseech and implore-yea, to
take heaven by storm! The" I will not let Thee go except Thou bless"
once again to be presented at court! Now, in the work before us,
there is the evidence and the fruit of these supernatural pleadings
and entreaties. Mark, reader, the wisdom that was given 'the speaker,
and the heart to heart communion and fellowship which, little by little,
.
were opened up:Living words are conveyed by the Holy Spirit from one earthen vessel to
another, and thus did the Lord work regarding this young man. The Spirit
caused me to speak of His own work wrought in my soul, in connection wit.h
my numerous trials, which called forth his sympathy and this remark, "I hope
they are now ended."
"Oh, no," I replied; "it is through much tribu·
lation we must enter the kingdom; and I can say most heartily that so
greatly have affiictions been blessed to me, that I would not have had one less
for all the world. They have loosened me from earth, and made me long for
heaven." He said .something to the effect that that mt~st be a blessing;
but I forget the exact words.
"My dear husband," I continued, "found
the same." "Indeed!" he replied, with a voice that implied he wished to
hear more; and I then spoke of his conversion, and what a sinner he felt
himself to be when God met with him, although in the eyes of the world
he was not worse than others, I mentioned his agony of sonl, and how he
tried, but found he could not pray, for no longer would conscience be
appeased with a form of prayer; and, when the Lord had stripped him of
all false hopes and refuges, how peace, through the blood of Jesus, flowed
into his sonl. I spoke of the strong faith given him, and the triumphant
3 C
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death witnessed, and mentioned particularly olie remark, in proof of the
former, namely, that one day, when I was speaking of a dear Christian
friend, who could say, "I know I am Christ's, and He is mine," and
deploring my own inability to speak as confidently, having myself many
doubts and fears, and asking if he never had any, he made answer, "Why,
dear, I look at it in this way: I know I am a great sinner- of this there
can be no doubt. ·Well, then, I know that Christ came into the world to
save sinners. I look again, and find I can't enter into those things I once
did. I could not go to the theatre, nor to the racecourse, nor to any worldly
amusement. I 1;J.ate worldly company. Then I ask, who has made the change
in me? Why, I know none but the Holy Spirit could. And why did He do
it? Because I am a child of God; and, if His child now, I must have been
such before the foundation of the world, and this is where that doctrine is
so blessed" (alluding to Calvinism, but, more properly speaking, Bibleism).
These, with subsequent remarks, led our young friend to speak of his father,
who, he told me, took in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and held my views, as he
called them, which I discovered he thought to be dangerous. Upon slightly
expressing his opinion to that effect, I said, "You will not always think so."
He made this significant reply, "I hope not, if what you say is true."
In the course of conversation about his health, I found he never expected
to be much better. He spoke of Dr. TetIey having examined his lungs, and
pronounced them diseased. This gave me the opportunity of asking if he had
read" Perfect Peace," wherein Dr. 'I'. is mentioned as having attended Mr.
HoweIl, who died in consumption. He said, "No-his mother had wished
him to do so, but it was not after his taste." Honesty was a prominent
feature in his character. After remarking that it was not after the taste of the
natural man, but still recommending him to get it, and take it up when he
felt disposed, he said, "Then I will." However, on second thoughts I procured it. and left it in his room with a note, expressing my heart's desire
and prayer to God for him was, that he may be saved, which appears so
much to have affected him that he sat down quite overcome when showing
it to his brother, who called to see him.
On the third day after this conversation I left the establishment, feeling
something like a "bird that had escaped from the snare of the fowler," so
glad· was I to get away, little dreaming of ever meeting again with him for
whose spiritual interests I felt persuaded I had been drawn to that spot. He
whose" way is in the sea, and whose footsteps are not known" (Psa. !xvii. 19)
had, however, arranged it otherwise, as the sequel to this narrative will show.
In proof of the writer's soul-travail on behalf of the eternal "elfare
of the patient, we read:In the meantime he was so laid upon my mind that, after leaving him, I was
compelled to write to Mr. C-- (his father), though a stranger, and say t~at
I should esteem it a favour if he would let me know the end of his son, whICh
I felt could not be very far distant, for the leadings of Providence had been
so remarkable in taking me to the spot where I met with him, and .my soul
was so continually led out in prayer for him, that I could but believe 11, would
be ultimately manifested that he was one of the Lord's family, nor coul~ I
be insensible that he was evidently then thinking more of death than hf~.
I afterwards learned that this letter was opened by his dear mother, hls
father being from home, and never, she declared, could she forget her
feelings, with eyes filled with tears, as she exclaimed upon reading it, "At
last the Lord has heard my prayers for my dear child ! "

Mter very special leadings, both mentally and providentially, the
writer again sees the object of her so deep solicitude. She says:On the evening of the 5th of November I reached C--, and by his
particular r~quest proceeded at once wit·h his father, who met me at the

· 755
s~ation, to his residence-a~
it is no~ possible to describe,

first, with such fearfulness and trembling as
lest he should be looking to me for anything
instead of looking alone to the Lord, in which case I knew He would shut
up my mouth. Then the devil set upon me thus: "After coming all this
way, suppose you have nothing to say at las~ 1" Prayer, however-the Spirit's
breath-soon sent Satan off; for, after looking up, I said, "Well, suppuse I
have nothing to say, what then 1 I can bu~ come away without saying
what I desire, and wai~ the Lord's time for giving the word; for, unless He
speaks, it is quite certain all I could say woald be of no use whatever." A
word I knew He would give me, otherwise He would not have brought me
there; so with these thoughts all fear was completely removed, and I
entered that never-to-be-forgotten sick chamber with the most perfect composure, purposing to say nothing on soul matters that evening, unless the
Lord opened my mou~h. His dear mother was in the room, and, after being
introduced to me, left i~ with her husband. Young Mr. C--, extending
his hand, said, "I little thought to have seen you again." "The purposes
of God must be fulfille.d," I replied. "I hope so," he said. "You little
thought," I added, "how my' hear~ was geing up for you in prayer
when at F--, tha~ you might feel yourself a sinner." "I believe your
prayer is answered," he said. Wishing to make sure tha~ it was indeed the
Spirit's work, I here questioned him closely, to which he replied, "Oh, I
feel I am such a sinner that I sometimes think I am too great a one to
be forgiven." "Not too great for the blood of Jesus to cleanse." "Oh,
you don'~ know all, and I can't tell you." "Neither is it needful. The
Lord knows; and, if there was one sin too great for the blood of Christ
to wash away, Satan would have the victory. But this never can be."
"But," he said, "I have sinned agains~ light and knowledge." "Well,
there's a beautiful verse in the Bible to meet your case, when the Holy
Ghost shall be pleased to apply it. It is like a father talking with his
child-as indeed it is. The child says, 'Oh, but, Father, I have done this
and that.' 'Well,' says the Father, 'suppose you have.' (Oh, s~e the condescension of our God here, meeting the child on his own ground-that of
reasoning.;(') 'Come, now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though
your sins be as scarlet' (though they be as you say, or even infinitely
worse), 'yet shall they be as white as snow.'" He looked at me so penetratingly, with his eyes glistening, and said, "Did anyone tell you that
that verse was given me in the night, when doubting that I could be
saved 1" "No," I replied. "Indeed!" he said. "No," I answered, "no one
has mentioned it." "Well, that is remarkable; for you are th.e second
person that has repeated it since it first came to my mind, and then I knew
not that there was such a verse in the Bible."
I pointed out the Spirit's teaching here under which he had been sus~ained,
but he was not satisfied. He wanted to feel what he had not power to
express, namely, the Father's kiss of reconciliation-the ring of love put
upon his hand-the spotless robe cast about him-the shoes of Gospel peace
upon his feet-for he felt he deserved the Lord's frown, as he told me he
was deserving of hell.
I read Psalm cxxx., upon which he observed, "That is very expressive.
I know what it is to ' wait for the morning.' " In connection with this, when
reading the first and second verses of Psalm xl., "I waited patiently for
the Lord," &c., on coming to that part, "and set my feet upon a rock,"
he said, "Oh, that is where I want to be !" He wanted, like all of us, to be
at the top of the ladder without getting up the steps. I said, "I know it,
and there you will be when the right time comes; but your present position
isa waiting one: 'It is good for a man to both hope and quietly wait for
the salvation of God;' that is, for the manifestation of it. The thing itself
is done. Christ declared it in these precious words, 'IT IS FINISHED t ' " .
'" Bu~ mark-it is reasoning against itseU, not against the Lord.
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"Yes," he said, "I know it, but it is the application of it that I want ti>
my own soul."
I had already set before him, when at F--, that important branch or
God's truth, as it stands clearly revealed in the Bible, that "God has a family,
for whom Christ died, and for none others (' I lay down My life for the
sheep;' not a word is said here about the goats), and they must all be
brought home. Here is the comfort. It is not' if you pray, if you believe,
if you repent,' you are saved; but it is because the Lord's chosen people
are saved with an everlasting salvation in Christ, that all these marks of
true childship follow as evidences thereof. The great heresy of the day
consists in building people up upon their own prayers, faith, and repentance,*'
instead of pointing them to the work and ministry of the Divine Comforter,
who alone produces these fruits of grace in the renewed souL" He said, "I
sometimes think I have not repented enough." " Neither will God allow
you to feel you have; for, suppose you did, what then'? ·Why, you would
be trusting to works, whereas salvation is by grace alone, and not of works."
Continuing the subject of waiting, I observed, "David must have been
just in your spot to have said afterwards, 'I waited patiently.''' I was here
led to speak of the footsteps over which he must travel before his feet were
set upon the Rock. First, there was the inclining of the Lord to him, and
then the hearing. I then spoke of the former, regarding his heart having
been opened, and the eyes of his spiritual understanding enlightened to see
himself a sinner: then the promise that had followed, "Though your sins be
as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;" and,' by-and-bye, he would feel
the application of the whole to his own soul. I added, "If you were presumptuously to lay hold of the promises that people put before you-alas!
what surprise is often manifested by nominal professors that individuals
will not take comfort from the promises, the charge of unbelief being laid
against such as cannot take things for granted-what would be the consequence of a presumptuous haste here 7 Why, taking things for granted would
rob you of a blessing; for the Lord says, 'Blessed are they that wait for
Him,' so that He has blessing upon blessing to give His people, but it is in
His own time, and this is the reason why He keeps us waiting."
After a while he spoke of having found some comfort under that verse
applied, "Though your sins be as scarlet," &c., but said, "Sometimes I
think it is presumptuous in me to take consolation from it."
"You can
neitheJ.' take consolation yourself," I replied, "nor put it away when given.
It is the Spirit's work; to prove which, you want more now, but can't get
it." Thus did the devil try to rob him, but co'.lId not succeed, for one edge
of the sword cut him down, while the other brought comfort.
B~fore leaving, I read Hart's hymn, "Come, ye sinners, poor and
wretched," which he begged to hear again, though his father,,-had read it,
particularly dwelling on~
"Let not conscience make you linger,
Nor of fitness fondly dream,
All the fitness He requireth
Is to feel your need of Him."
Here 1 left him upon my first visit, and went to my lodgings, about a mile
off, filled with an overflowing sense of the goodness of God towards this
dear young man, in having so evidently begun His work upon his soul.
After this, I was privileged to visit him for three weeks, though it was not
then supposed he could have lasted as many days.

Now, in the foregoing we see that plain, Scriptural dealing of which
we before spoke. There was no concealing the truth, no keeping back
'" Daubing the wall with nntempered mortY'; i1ee EEekie1 xiii~ 10-15, for the
fmitls thereof.
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parb of the price, bub tesbifying in truthfulness and sincerity according
to "the law and the testimony;" and how the Lord Himself honoured
this plain,Scripbnral dealing will be seen.
On the 8th November, when I first entered the room, he told me he was
rather dark, and in a doubting state. I read Ezekiel xvi. 63: "That thou
mayest remember, and be confounded, and never open thy mouth any more
because of thy shame, when I am pacified tQward thee, for all that thou
hast done, saith the Lord." I pointed to his shame at the remembrance of
his sins as the proof of his being forgiven, and of the Lord being pacified
towards him, although he could not feel a sweet sense of pardon. Some little
after time this he had a very blessed season, the first of joy that I witnessed.
Having acceded to our request of having his likeness taken, just before
the man came in with his photographic apparatus, he said-speaking of Jesus
and heaven-cc THAT will be the place for likenesses! What happy faces [
what joyful countenances there! If I imagine rightly, it will be everlasting
bliss; and to think He should have chosen such a one as me!" I replied,
"And when looking at self, I think so too; but when I know He gets Hie
glory by making the vilest righteous in Christ, I cease to wonder." He
said, "I had some talk with the doctor about your particular views on
religion." "And I suppose he thought them dangerous 1" " No, he did
not, but I did, although I knew they were the doctrines of the Bible."
,: You do not think so now, do you 1" "Oh, no; and I never felt the
force of them so much as since hearing Mr. - - . After what you have been
led to say to me, all that he says is so insipid."
Some time after this he was deploring his inability to pray, since, from
weakness of body, he was "not collected enough for it." I told him, if it
was necessary, God would give him strength to do so; but, in His wisdom,
He may see that, if he could pray as he would, he would trust to his prayers
in5t-ead of Jesus. He must be brought to rest as simply on Him as a babe
on its mother's knee, and we know an infant can neither think nor pray:
"Except ye become as little children, ye cannot enter the kingdom of
heaven." I mentioned an anecdote of my little niece, which made him
smile, and he seemed to feel the force of it. Once, when she was only five
years old, when what is called "saying her prayers" to her mamma, she
was told to speak louder. She did so, making no observation till they were
ended; when she said, "Mamma, you one day told me God knew all we
thought about, as well as said; therefore what matters about speaking loud 1
and you know I am saying them to Him, not to you. "'Jio This illustration
came to my mind also, when endeavouring to show him what prayer was,
without resting on it as a merit, but looking to Jesus simply for what we
wanted. A father promises the mother that he will give the child something,
and the little one comes up and asks his father for it, because he promised
his mother he would give it. Thus all the child thinks about is getting
what it wants, and never looks or dreams about the way of asking. So the
Father ha<l promised all mercies and blessings to Christ on our behalf. We
therefore come and plead, in all simplicity, for what we need, in His name.
The foregoing observation upon prayer brings to our recollection a
remark made by a dying one, some five-and-forty years ago. "I had
been troubled for six months," said she, "about my prayers, when the
Lord was pleased to show me that it was Himself, and not my prayers-,
that was to save me."
Friday, 23rd.-He was very wandering from extreme weakness, but, when
sensible, asked me, as he had often done before, if I thought it would be
• This and similar anecdote~ of this dear child and her mamma being repeated
to our late beloved friend, Eli:zabeth Searle, gave rise to her writing "Hints t<il
Chrl8t1an Mothers."
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long ere he was c3llled home; .antI to-day, for the first time, I told him I
thought now he 'would ,soon be there. Twioe over he said, "How glad am
I to hear it! How glad I am you have given me this warning!" In the
middle of the night he sang to one of Handel's tunes these words-cc How
beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of Him that bringeth glad tidings
of peace;" and at another time, "Other refuge have I none." In the
morning I questioned him concerning the leadings of the Spirit in bringing
him to rely more and more upon Christ, to which he said, "I do not feel
the interest in Him that I could wish. I am not satisfied-I want to love
Him more." I observed, "It would be given, but satisfied we never should
be till we 'awoke_ up in His likeness.' It would not do to be satisfied, for
then we should be self· righteous." :E):e looked upwards, fixing his eyes, and
burst out with these words:" 0 God, take me to Thy bosom, there to dwell
with Thee and those loved and glorified beings whom Thou hast redeemed
with Thy precious blood. Make me, 0 God,"to love Thee and Jesus Christ
more. May that love originate from a right pdnoiple, and forgive me for
being so neglectful in not having thanked Thee the last few days for all
Thy mercies towards me. 0 God, be with me; let Thy face shine upon
me. Lift Thou up the light of Thy countenance upon me; and, when passing
through the dark valley of the shadow of death, be Thou with me, to
guide me safely through. Let me feel Thee near me." His father and uncle
entering the room he stopped, but shortly after said, "I shall not trouble
any of you much longer. I feel my time is near." I said, "No one, I am
sure, thinks it a trOUble, but a pleasure; and it must be an honour to wait
on a child of God." None of us could refrain from tears. His father read
Psalm ciii.; at the twelfth verse, respecting sin being put away as far as
the east is from the west, "I wish I could feel my sins put away thus
far," he said. His. father said, "It read3, 'They at'e, not they shall be.'''
He then read Newton's sweet hymn on grace, and he begged him to read
it again, saying it was all of grace that led him to the Lord. Then, turning
to me, said, "You were made the blessing, being the instrument." "With
His own right hand and with His holy arm hath He gotten Himself the
victory," I replied.
Before leaving him I asked if he had any fear of death. "Nat the least,"
he said, "at present; though I do not know what the devil may do."
In the night, about twelve o'clock, he rose up in bed, and said, "Come
a little nearer, father; I want to talk to you. I have not been able to say
much to you for some time. 'Vhat do you think of my position? Not
very enviable just now."
His father replied, "I do not know what to
say about that-upon the end of your journey to meet the King of kings,
waitiI!g at the posts of His doors, and the robe already prepared!" " Oh,"
he said, "what a mercy I have not got to prepare it! If I had, it would
never be done. I shall be very happy to make the exchange, and put
off these filthy garments. It may be wrong to .say it, but I long to be
gone, to be with Christ." His father said it could not be wrong to be
anxious to be introduced into court, being clothed in the blessed robe of
righteousness, but" 'Tarry His leisure hour,
'Vait the l),ppointed time.'"
He said, "The Lord grant me patience and submission. I would not
murmur or complain."

The next extract will give particulars of the closing scene. Speaking of Cowper's hymn, "To Jesus, the Crown of my hope," the writer
says :I was reading the fourth verse, when his brother entered; and, when I
had finished it, I left the room.
He had heard them all before; but I
record them because these were the last things that were read to him. I
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was, however, soon recalled by finding he wanted me there, though I did
not know at the time. it was from a feeling that we should not meet again
here; but, when his mother had gone down to get him some refreshment,
he called me to come and sit by him, when he looked up in my face and
took my hand. For some minutes .he seemed too much overpowered to
speak, and his weakness was such that anyone passing by him quickly
took all his breath away. At last he said, "This is the last time I shall
see you" (I was going home that afternoon to get rest, in order to sit up
again with him the night after). I said, "Oh, don't say so; I think we
shall meet again." " No, we shall not," he replied. "Yes, we shall;"
but, before I could say where, he said, "No." I continued, " We shall
meet in heaven." "Ah! yes, we shall meet there, where there is no more
parting, but not here." "vVell," I replied, "whether we do or not, let me
take this opportunity of saying how much I have to thank God for in
allowing me to be with you. It has been a profit and pleasure to me. It
has solemnized my own soul. I have realized much of the Lord's presence
in this chamber, and felt still more weaned from earth; for what promotes
this like watching the gradual bringing down of the earthly tabernacle, and
seeing the rising of spiritual joy in anticipation of being with Christ? In
short, I can't tell you what a blessing it has been to me." He was going
to say something expressive of surprise, when he checked himself, saying,
;, A blessing it must have been, since you have 'saved a soul from death,
and covered a multitude of sins,' for it was through your instrumentality
that " - - I begged him to say no more, not from false delicacy, supposing
he was exalting the creature, for that would have been a libel on his Spirittaught soul, but because of his extreme weakness. He was merely using the
words of the Apostle .Tames (chap. v. 20), and, I feel sure, by way of
encouragement to me for all my anxious solicitude for him, rather than
taking the least glory from the Lord, to whom alone he felt it was due.
I am confirmed in this by his former answer to his mother, when asking
who had wrought the change-" There is but One who could."
On his mother re-entering, I told her that her son had said we should
not meet again, and I was sure, if I thought so, I would upon no account
ClO home then; but, as he had before said almost as much, I still thought
he would not depart till I came again. But this was the will of God, and,
as I said to him once before, on his repeating how he hoped I should be
with him at the last, "If it is the Lord's will, I shall; if not, it will be
for some wise purpose."
At two o'clock I went up to him, and wished him good-bye, saying,
" When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall we appear with
Him in glory." He spoke not, excepting to say, as I was leaving the room,
"I shall not deceive you any more," which at the time I was not permitted
to understand, nor ask for an explanation, but which afterwards I found he
meant that, though he had so often said before I should not see him again,
and yet did, that now I should find he would be right. Trying as this was
to me, when I had watched him so closely in hopes of being with him at
the last, yet I was made to see, when I heard he was gone, that "it was
well," from a sweet and powerful whisper from the LQ.rd that" Christ must
be 'All and in all.'" His mother told me afterwards, his eyes followed me
out of the room, and then out of the garden gate, and, seeing his uncle go
with me, said, "That is kind of uncle to see Mrs. R-- home;" when he
turned upon his pillow, and soon after dozed, and continued sleeping so
much that no one had an opportunity of reading, or scarce speaking to him,
not even to say" Good-night." His father did not leave him till past two
o'clock, and he was then sleeping. The nurse, seeing a change come over
his countenance, went in to Mr. C-- at four o'clock, when he got up, and
sat beside him; but he continued dozing, and only awoke to make known
that the Master had come, for, with a feeble voice, he said, "Blessed
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.Jesus! blessed Jesus!" which were his last words, and, without a sigh,
groan, or struggle, about six o'clock, with a smile on his countenance, he
departed to be with Him, who, when He did appear, was with Him in glory,
He died in the twenty-seventh year of his age.

We have merely to add our earnest wish that om' readers would procure this precious narrative, and read it for themselves. vVe should rejoice
in its having the widespread circulation it deserves, affording, as it is
so richly calculated to do, encouragement to those who, with a becoming
love for souls, seek to "sow beside all waters." At the same time, .in
a sacred jealousy for the honour of their Lord and Master, they dare
not, in their efforts to do what they can in their day and generation,
attempt to supersede "the offence of the cross" by a pretentious
recognition of an innate will and power upon the part of the creature
which such creature, in his fallen and corrupt condition, possesses not.
This will and this power it is the sole prerogative of God the Holy
Ghost to bestow, according to that Scripture (PhiI. ii. 13), "It is God
which worketh in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure."
It may, to a certain extent, soften down prejudice, and it may for a
time secure a merely nominal hearing, if man is appealed to as what
is termed a rational and accountable being, with a presumed power that
he can exercise at will.
This kind of reasoning and exhortation is
adopted in order to defend the Great Eternal's character, and to save
Him from the charge of injustice for punishing a helpless and impotent
although guilty creature. But that Almighty One asks not at His
creatures' hands any such advocacy. His commission to His servants
is, "Speak My words unto them, whether they will hear, or whether
they will forbear" (Ezek ii 7); and in proportion as this counsel is
followed will be the attendant blessing. Its plainness may at first give
offence; but, under the Spirit's power, it will in due time lead to
inquiry, to research, to self-examination, as to ~'whether these things
are so." This discovered, ratified, confirmed, will, under the self-same
almighty influence, lead to a wholesome concern, then to the cry for
mercy, resulting in a precious heartfelt knowledge of sal,ation through
the blood and righteousness of the Lamb.
On the other hand, where there is a specious pandering to the pride
and falsely-imagined power of the creature, the great enemy takes
advantage, and suggests that that power may be exercised at will. At
this the earlier stage he attempts not to dispute, much less to deny,
the importance of eternal realities. His tactics at such stage are merely
the putting off till "a more convenient season." Unless the Lord
Himself most mercifully interposes, such "convenient season" never
comes, because the poor deluded one is more and more engrossed
and absorbed with the pursuits or so-called pleasures of this poor
perishing world. At length the self-same treacherous foe who aforetime had suggested, "Too soon," now changes his tactics, and, turning
accuser, taunts his poor dupe with his satirical and triumphant
"Too late.'"
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TO THE

READERS OF THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
A

FEW WORDS IN ANTIOIPATION OF THE
OOJJIPLETION OF OUR FORTIETH YEAR'S
EDiTORSHIP.

" And thou shalt ?'emembe?' all the way which the LO?'d thy God led thee these forty years
foe wilderness, to hl&mble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine hea,'t,
v;Mthe?' thou wouldest keep His commandments, 01' no,"-DEUT, viii, 2",
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BELOVED READERS,-Should it please Him with whom is the residue of
the spirit to spare our life till May, we shall then (through His astounding
goodness and mercy) have completed our forty years' Editorship, It is quite
out of our power even to attempt to express what we feel in the "contemplation of the fact, " All we can do is to sum up what we fain would say, in
our fa,ou rite lr,tnguage, as supplied (under the ministry of the Holy Ghost)
by the Psalmist, "Not unto us,O Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy name
give glory, for Thy mercy and for Thy truth's sake."
There are matters, to our own mind at least, of deep interest in regard to the
period we have mentioned of forty years, Isaac was forty years old when he
married Rebekah. For forty yeara did Israel wander in the wilderness, and
eat the manna so long and so sovereignly provided. Moses was forty yeara
old "When it "came into his heart to visit his brethren the children of Israel."
We read in Judges iii. 11, of "the land having had rest forty years; " again,
in Judges xiii. 1, we read, "And the children of Israel did evil again in ,the
sig~t of the Lord: and the Lord delivered them into the hand "of the
Philistines forty years." For forty years did Eli judge Israel; for
the same period did Saul and David and Solomon and Jehoash reign
o"l"er uraeL Fur forty years did the Lord declare by the prophet Ezekiel
that "He would make the land of Egypt desolate in the midst of the
coulllries that a,re desolate." Thus we see that there were circumstances
of special and very varied interests in regard to this period of forty years.
Moreover, thousands' of times in our little life have we found Deut. viii. 2,
tabo,e quoted) most precious to the soul.
But long havewe thought, in prospect of such a privilege being vuuchsafed
to us as being permitted so long to occupy our Editorial post, "How shall
we memorialize "such astounding love and mercy on the part of our graciouB
God and Father in Christ Jesus, if allowed to continue for forty years to
record His merciful and sovereign leadings and dealings both with respect
to ourselves and others?" After, therefore, much thought, and again and
again seeking counsel and direction from on high, we have come to the
conclusion to further test the L01'd's mind by issuing this Add1~ess.

2
As will be seen by the annexed quotation, nearly half-a-century ago we
ventured upon a work which '(of His great mercy) we have been enabled to
continue ever since. It is a s!!pp'le lli9rd :g"Jm time to time of the Lord's
nlerciful and gracious love· acts. It contains, necessarily, the diversified
experiences of that protracted period. It has its light and shade, joy and
sorrow. It abounds with the interminglings of love and mercy. Now the
writer is upon the mount, then again in the valley j to·day singing one of
the songs of Zion, to-morrow desolate and sad, exclaiming, " Oh, that I knew
where I might find Him! that I might come even to His seat!" Here is the
extract:1831.-8unday, .L1.pril17.-1 have long wavered between two opinions as to the pro·
priety of' keeping a diary, for I consider it so often proves an incentive to spiritual pride,
and (if I may be allowed the expression) not unfrequently to soul-dishonesty; but still, on
the other hand, I think it beneficial. Possessing so depraVed a nature, which ever runs
parallel with the devil's darling temptation-that of un belief-we ever need a something
more than our common memory to bring to our recollection past mercies-mercies in the
various changing circumstances of life-in darkness and light; in prosperity and adversjty; in sickness and health j' in temptation and deliverance j and experience ~aches
us that, where God the Holy Ghost is pleased to bring these varied dispensations home
with power to the mind, it often cheers Ilnd animates our drooping spirits, and gives a
hope-yea, a humble confidence-that He who has delivered will yet deliver; that
He who has been ou, God will yet be our Guide even to the end. It serves also to
show us our growth in grace and knowledge; reveals to us the sweet work of the Spirit
in our hearts; and gives us a hope that we shall realize the fulfilment of His promise,
that, "where He has begun a good work, He will perform it until the day of Jesus
Christ." Again, in keeping a faithful record of the Lord's dealings with us, we perceive
the delightful connection between prayer and praise; that, where God has in mercy shown
us our real necessities, and put a cry into our hearts after those things of which we
stand in need, we are enabled, in His own good time, to record His divine faithfulness
and love in the gifts of His. providence and grace. And, above all, I think we have
the authority of Scripture on the subject, for we read, with respect to the Lord Himself,
that" a book of remembrance was written before Him for them who feared th(\ Lord,
and that thought upon His name."
As to order or connection in a diary, there is but
little, for the Christian's life is one of apparent contradiction, and one that runs quite
contrary to that which would have been chosen by flesh and blood; but it is no less
one in which the sweet operations of a wonder-working God are ever, more or less,
app·arent. May this, my humble attempt, be to the glory of God, and in no wise to
gratify sinful pride and vain glory. :May the after-perusal of what may be herein
written be the means of administering to my soul comfort in affiiction-light in darkness-hope when ready to de.pair. If induced to continue it, and enabled faithfully
and impartially to narrate the Lord's dealings with me, it will doubtles3 contain many
proofs of His goodness and love j and may prove that time ha@ revealed to me what is
now dark and obscure, and has convinced me that a kind God is ever watchful over
His children, even amidst the darkest dispensations-that His eye is ever upon them for
good-and that "what they know not now they shall know hereafter."
Thus I
leave the subject, and pray that God would give me a blessing in it-that His mercies
may not
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" Lie buried in forgetfulness.
And without praises die."

Between five and six years ago, with much trembling of heart, we commenced culling from this Diary, putting it in type, and having it stereotyped,
in order that (if it were the Lord's will) it might be published to His praise
and glory, after we had been summoned (as, we trust, in due time we shall
be) to our rest! But during the progress of the work, which has now reached
to between five and six hundred pages, we have repeatedly though.t, "How
many readers of the GOSPEL MA.GA.ZINE, to whom this work would be one
of special interest, will be (like its writer) called home ere it appears, and
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thus what may have proved' words in season' to them will, as far as they are
concerned, be lost." This impression was the more intensified in connection
with the following fact: about a dozen copies of the first portion of the work
(some seventy or eighty pages) were struck off, and forwarded to some of·our
oldest readers. The one which fell into the hands 0 f our dear departed friend
(the late Mr. WILLIAM FERRIS, ofPewsey) was, as we were informed, read over
and over again during his last illness. Others, moreover; have expressed
themselves as -having been so refreshed by the perusal of what had thus been
issue.d.
Hence, we have reasoned with ourselves, "Why, from a false delicacy, or
apprehension of what man may think or say, should we be deterred from publishing what may thus, unde!' the precious power of the Holy Ghost, minister
instruction, profit, and encouragement? "
Between seventeen and eighteen years ago, we wrote as follows :Seeing that we live in an age when the fundamentals of our most holy faith are assailed, when Popery and Infidelity are rampant; and when men in high places are
cavilling at, and endeavouring to reason away, those simple and soul-cheering testimonies
in proof that now, as of old, it might be said, "The Lord reigneth," one feels called upon
as far as in one lies to rebut such sophistical arguments; and this, too, not by counterreasoning, but by matters of fact so plain, so simple, and so unptetending, as to prove
that verily there is a God who judgeth in the earth; a God so great that the heaven
of heavens cannot contain Him, and yet so condescending and so gracious as to listen
to and answer the breathings of His poor finite creatures.
Moreover, one must be prepared for the jeer or the taunt which a simple record of the
Lord's dealings with His children may excite upon the part of an ungodly and a gainsaying world. The enmity of the natural mind is as great now as ever. The human
heart is the same now as when the prophet testified, " The heart is deceitful above all
tbings, and desperately wicked; who can know it ?" And the saying of the Apostle is
as great a verity in this day as in his day, "The natural man· receiveth not the things
of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness unto him, neither can he know them,
because they are spiritually discerned." Then the question naturally arises, Are such
things as may revive the oftentimeB drooping spirits of the Lord's tried and exercised
family to be withheld, because the medion of them may rouse the ire of the carnal
he!l-!"tX. "YV e are unto God," says the Apostle, "a sweet savour of Christ in them
118.t are saved; -!Ui:<t in iJieni- that' peris!r notlie '006- Wllai'll-the- sa"cnn-- C5f -dllAdf Ulltll - - - - - - .
death, and to the- other the savour of life unto life." As much as to say, the self-same
testimony cO:lfirms the lost state and condition in which the one people are found, and
opens out, ratifies, and establishes the privileges and blessedness to which the other
people are intro:l.uced. Hence, whilst the Gospel and the things that accompany salvation are rejected with contempt by the naturdl man, such facts as s~rve to illustrate
the watchful eye, condllScending .goodness, and merciful lovingkindnesses of a covenant
God and Father in Christ, call forth the adoring admirati':m, love, and praise of His
redeemed people,

If we felt strongly when the foregoing was written, assUl'edly there has
been nothing in the course of events to cause us to change our opinions since·
The condition of Ohristendom, as a whole, from that time to the present, has,
alas! been of a most degenerating character. Instead of there being a
greater regard for truth, and a closer adhering to the" old paths," there has
been the very reverse. Hence, in order to " stir up the pUl'e minds by way of
remembrance," and, under God, to stimulate and encourage the sons and
daughters of the now glorified ones who
" Once were mourning here below,
And wet their couch with tears;
They wrestled hard, as we do now,
With sins and doubts and fears,"
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we desire that the 'proposed .volume should act as a remembrancer; yea,
mor.e, that, by the Holy Spirit's prompting and power, it should lead its'
readers to be ~.' (ollowers of them who, through faith and patience, inherit
the promises."
.Aa already stated, we print this Address as a test by which we may be led
into a further knowledge of the Lord's mind, m regard to the publication of
the proposed work. Our present wish is to issue it as a supplementary
Volu};Ile to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, upon the first of June next. It will consist
of above six hundred pages, with portrait, and (neatly bound in cloth) will
range uniformly with the Magazine itself. The price will be 7s. Bd.
In order, therefore, to ascertain what our course is to be in regard to the
work, we have to request such as intend to subscribe for it to fill up the
annexed form, and j'ettwn it to ttS by the end of the month. If the proposed
Volume be .published, a List of Subscribers will be appended at the end, as
was the case witlh the last Volume of Dr. Gill's Oommentary, which we issued
from Ireland. We wish it to be clearly 1mdeTStood, thM'efore, that upon the
nt~mber of Subscribers will depend whethej' the work will be publishedor not.
If a goodly proportion of our readers send us their names, we shall regard it as
an indication that the work is to be issued. If otherwise-that is, if a sufficient number of names to warrant the cost of the outlay be not received-we
shall regard it as a token that the work is to be withheld, at all events,
during our lifetime. We hope we can say that, personally, we earnestly
desire that it may be the LOj'd's will-and not O1ws-in the matter. If it be
pubiished, we can only express our intense and most fervent desire that it
may be for the promotion of Jehovah's glory-Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
-and for the comfort and edification of those members of His redeemed
fa'mily into whose hands it may fall.
D. A. DOUDNEY,
St. Luke's Vi.cm'age, Bedminster, DecembM', 1879.
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BEI.OVED IlEADEHs,-Since the issue of om Address in
.T anual'y, we have had the most cheering awl encouragiug Letters, not merely from all parts of the United
Kingdom, but even from America, in regard to om proposition to publish the above Work. In almost every
Letter the most fervent wish has been' expressed, that it
may appear. \Vith respect to the Correspondence one
fact has been most marked: it is that the spirit of the
Parent has descended to the ChiIJ. Numbers of our Correspondents have written in the most grateful terms of
the blessing the GOSPEL .)1:AGA7.INE had been made to their
Parents, at the same time expressing their anxiety to follow in the footsteps of those who had gone before. For
this precious fulfilmellt of Isaiah lix. 21, "As for Me,
this is My covenant vi7 ith them, saith the Lord; My
Spirit that is upon thee, and My words which I have put
in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, no]'
out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of
thy seed's seed, saith the Lord, from henceforth amI for
ever," we have rejoiced before the Lord, and have been
reminded thereby of the lines :

"And this shall be anI' Ohildren's song,
"Yhen we are cold in dust."

" We are travelling home to God
In the way our Fathers trod:
They arc happy now, and 10e
Soon their happiness slHlll sce."

Now, with respect to the issue of the proposer] ,\T ork,
wc have simply to say, that, at tllis da.te we have received orders for 228 wpies. If this number is made up
to 300, we shall go to press; and the Work, containillg
about 600 pages, with full-page Portrait, handsomely
bound in Cloth, price 7/6, will (D.V.) be published on
the 1st of June. A list of SuLscri bel's will be prin ted at
the end of the Volume.
We particularly request, therdore, that trlOse who arc
anxious that the \IVork sholl Id appear will at o"fce fill in
and send the annexeil. Form to the subjoined Address.
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"IN THAT DAY SHALL'THE DEAF HEAR THE WORDS OF THE BOOK."

-.-
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DEAR FRIENDS,-In presenting you with this Seventh Annual Report of
this little labour of love, and ,the Lord's faithfulness to us in the daily
discharge of our stewardship, we can only repeat that we are more than
ever lost in wonder and thanksgiving at the unsought-for commencement
of the Mission, and its steady growth and prosperity during another
twelve months. We heartily thank the many lovers of pure and discriminating truth for their personal support and co-operation in this
undertaking, and our warmest thanks are due to Dr. Doudney for his
great kinducss Il,!ld prompt insertion of numerous letters in the GOSPEL
MaGAZINE. We are also largely indebted to other editors for kindly
calling the attention of their readers to the objects of the society, which
are as follows :-,-To receive bound volumes, maga,zines, tracts, &c., to
be forwarded to friends who undertake the task of distribution amongst
seamen and soldiers; an~, secondly, to collect fund,s for general expenses
and the purchasing of sound literature for hospitals and reading rooms
at home and abroad.
It would be difficult indeed to express fully what England owes to her
Army and Navy, as instruments in the Lord's hand. It is to their
hard ships, perils, and bravery she is indebted for her marvellous immunity
from foreign invasion. They have enabled her, alone of nations, to
preserve inviolate her quiet hearths and homes, and they are continually
bringing into her full harbours all that ministers to the luxuries of
life. During the past year thousands of fellow-countrymen of ours have
been slaughtered in Mghanistan and South Mrica, and thousands more
have been struck down by wounds or sickness in the time of war, and
made sufferers for life. Nothing is more welcome to men, wearied out by
hospital confinement and the sameness of every-day lower-deck, barrackroom, and camp life than news from dear old England. The gratitude
of these poor fellows, even for the sight of an old newspaper, is often
touching. The wide circulation of Scripture truth, now reaching five
tons weight per annum, both in England, and many foreign stations
where our redcoats and bluejackets are to be found, has met with much
acceptance, and the blessing given to it is indeed a cause of thanksgiving
and praise to the God of all grace. To be the means of leading lost
sinners back to Christ is an honour of the highest kind; and if successful
in the smallest degree, we would give all the honour to Him whose smile
and approval is a great reward. The hour is coming when the fire will
try every man~s work of what sort it is. Let us then see that we circulate
only those blessed truths of our most holy faith, namely, covenant love,
precious blood, and distinguishing grace, which are the glory of the gospel
and the chorus of heaven. We are' thankful to say that the funds for
the past year have again exceeded those of the preceding twelve months,
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and that the Mission in that time has sent away the following new periodicals and works :-.
EXPORT OF NEW BOOKS.
1,800
8,500" Gospel Standard"
" Old J onathan " ...
1,450
GOSPEL MAGAZINE
2,400 " Gospel Advocate"
'"
1,400
" Wayside Words"
2,400 " Friendly Companion" .
1,200
"The Sower" ...
2,400" Protestant Beacon" .
600
" Little Gleaner"
2,400" Gospel Banner" '"
"Walks and Talks with Jesus," &c.
800
Sundry Magazines
.. .
800
GOllpel and Temperance Tracts... ...
20,000
The Dean of Gloucester, Dr. Doudney, Revs. F. Harper, T. R. Govett,
D. S. Govett, Mr. J. F. Pinniger, Mrs. Sears, Mrs. Gibbons, and Anonymous are specially thanked for their large grants towards the above new
books.
MONTHLY EXPORT OF OLD READING.
October, 1879
November .
December .
January, 1880
February
March
April ..
May
June .
July
.
August
September ...
Total

Twelve Boxes.
Five
do.
Seven
do.
Eight
do.
Five
do.
Six .
do.
Four
do.
Nine
do.
Four
do.
Nine
do.
Nine
do.
Ten
do.
Eighty-eight Boxes.

cwt. qrB.lbB.

700
2 20

f)

9
6
11
7
4
7
6
7
8

0
1
0
0
1
3
2
3
3

13
3
9

92 2

0

22
22
4
5

26
16
10 2 0

This very large quantity of second-hand reading, namely ninety-two
hundredweight, came to hand in five hundred and sixtyfDU?' parcels, hampers,
sacks, or boxes from various parts of the .United Kingdom. Every
package on arriving at our warehouse is thoroughly examined to see if
the enemy has sown tm'es therein. Old magazines that are not too dirty
are then stripped of their imperfect covers, afterwards the edges of the
books are cut off by means of a guillotine, and then they are neatly tied
up in small bundles for handy distribution. In this way a considerable
space and weight are saved in the subsequent packing, and we have the
sweet thought in happy service for the Lord that we are not offering unto
Him of that which doth cost us nothing in labour.
During the year we have had the great privilege of addressing public
meetings at the following places, when collections were made in behalf of
the Mission. We heartily thank the various friends for convening these
gatherings, also for their zealous support and kind hospitality. A
minister of the Gospel writes us as follow :-" Your letter is to hand with
the report. I had seen the Mission announced in the' Gospel Advocate,'
but did not interest myself much about it, thinking, perhaps, it was of
little worth, and questioning if books so forwarded would ever reach their
destination. However, your report has aroused me, and I imagine that it
is a means of doing great good, and I shall be pleased for you to have the
use of my chapel for a meeting in its behalf (D.V.)" The Rev. James

-.

....

3

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

Ormiston, convener of the Clifton Conference, has also just written to say"My dear sir, thanks many for your letter and book. I am delighted
that you are coming, and I shall see if I can get you an opportunity of
telling the friends at the Conference about the Mission." [This opportunity
was afforded us before a large and sympathizing audience.]
Amonnt
Place of
Collected.
.£ s. d.
Meeting.
Chairman.
Newmarket
126
Rev. T. R. Govett
601
Grantham .
Sergeant White
10 0 0
None .
Oakham '
.
100
None
.
Long Buckby '"
2 10 0
Oxford ... ... ...
Mr. Piggott
243
Wootton·under-Edge
Rev. R. J. Lyon
9 17 0
Mr. Newton
Tunbridge Wells ...
1 15 6
Rev. J. Thomas
Attleborough ...
13 8 3i
Mr. G. Hazlerigg
Leicester ... '"
2 00
Market Rasen ...
Rev. Hely Smith
6 36
Luton
MT. A. Cook
Clifton
... 3 134t
Mr. Wren ......
£591461:

,- f
I
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SOLDIERS' AND SAILORS' HOME.-It has been the work of the Mission
to greatly assist in establishing permanent libraries at several of these
institutions, and to augment the grant of former years by the addition of
about two thousand bound volumes. Thank God, these "Homes" are now
springing up at all the larger ports and stations of England and her colonies.
SHIP LIBRARIEs.-During long voyages, good books and tracts are an
excellent means of usefulness. Within the past year a large number of
book bags have been filled by our various helpers at the different seaports,
and hung up in cabins of merchant ships trading to distant parts of
the world. One most interesting case of blessing has recently came to
our knowledge, that of four sailors in a small ship having been converted
through reading a tract entitled, " Is the Matter Settled 7" and which they
wrote off several times on sheets of paper to secure it from the ravages of
their long voyages to and from the Pacific.
SCRIPTURE PATCHWORK QUILTs.-Several of these silent messengers
have been acceptably placed in soldiers' and sailors' institutes where men
sleep when on leav~ from their regular quarters. How often they mal
remind the sleepeT of his long-neglected Bible, and the uselessness of hIS
creature resolutions, it is not for us to say, but we are centent with the
thought of " sowing the seed of God's word beside all waters."
COLOURED SCRAP BOOKs.-For military or seamen's hospitals these
are much sought after by the sick and convalescent patients. Garrison
female hospitals have also most thankfully accepted copies, where they are
pondered over by fresh comers, and provide a healthy antidote to the
gambling too often carried on surreptitiously in the larger wards.
MILITIA REGIMENTS.-Thousands of gospel tracts have been distributed
here with much acceptance, and subsequently carried to the men's homes
in all parts of England. The following letter will speak for itself;"Dear Sir,-I am agent to the - - Society, and stationed at - - .
Besides my usual labours in barracks I am also employed in visiting three
militia regiments of about one thousand each. Now these three regiments,
together with the regular troops, present a great field of usefulness. The
men are always glad for something to read to employ their time, and to
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supply so many with tracts and sound religious publications requires a
large number. For some time past I have noticed your excellent mission,
and should feel greatly obliged if you will kindly give me a little of its
aia. Praying that God's blessing may rest largely on your excellent
work, I am, yours, &c., --."
AN EXAMPLE WORTHY TO BE COPIED.-" Dear Sir,-I have often read
in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE what you are doing in providing sound religious
reading for our soldiers and sailors. As I am about to change my residence, I thought that I could contribute some books which might be
useful, and if YQu will send some responsiBle person in the course of a
few days for a batch of them to my address I will despatch them. I
cannot afford to be at any expense in transmission, nor can I use much
physical exertion in packing them, being seventy-eight years of age, so that
you must depute some person to convey them to your depot in London.
Please to drop me a line by return of post. 'Wishing you every success in
the dear Lord's work, and in ameliorating the spiritual and moral condition of those whose cause you have so energetically espoused, I append
a list of the principal books, but I have more, if you signify your wish to
have them :-20 vols. Evangelical Magazine, for 1829 to 1848 inclusive,
neatly bound, and 13 vols. Gospel Herald; 12 vols. Zion's T1'umpet, and
about 200 other useful works."

A FEW TESTIMONIES HITHERTO UNPUBLISHED.
(For obvious reasons, no names of Persons or Places are given.)

From an Old Sailor.
DEAR SIR,-Your letter is to hand, for which I thank you much. May
the great Head of the Church bless the good work in which you are
engaged. I was an old sailor myself, and had twenty-five years' knocking
about at sea. About thirty-three years ago I was called out of the port of
destruction, where I was moored all foun by sin, death, the devil, and a
fallen and corrupt nature, but by the sword of the spirit every mooring
was cut in two, and my poor frail bark was set upon the waters of eternal
life. Since theR I have had many a heavy tempest to pass through, and
I have many times thought the old rotten vessel would sink and I should
be lost. But the cry went forth, Save, Lord, or I perish, and He who so
readily helped poor Peter has helped me hitherto. I have sent you a
P.O. order of £1 16s. for the Mission. Yours, for Christ's sake.
From anothm' Old Soldier.
My DEAR SIR,-In December last I received four years' GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, four years' Gospel Standard, with like number of Little Gleaner
and Sower, with some back numbers of Old Janathan, &c.; also at the
beginning of this month thirty-three bound volumes and loose magazines.
Now I have taken all these to a brigade stationed about 2t miles from
here. I was there again yesterday, and distributed some sound sermons,
which appeared to be received with pleasure; and thank you, sir! I saw
the garrison librarian, who is a Godfearing man, and takes a great interest
in the Band of Hope movement among the women and children of the
regiments. He has kindly promised that any book of a gospel character
given to him for the use of the men shall be taken the same care of as
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other books. Praying the dear Lord to bless our poor endeavours to
circulate His glorious truth to the bringing in of the lost sheep of Israel
and the feeding of the same.
From an old Soldier, who Labours among Soldiers.
My DEAR MR. BRIDER,-Knowing that people look for results, I do so
wish that I had some striking cases to send you for your report. But this
garrison, as you know, is constantly shifting, so that I have not the
opportunity of getting to know cases of good that I believe frequently take
place. I cannot find language to tell you how thankful I am to be made
the instrument of circulating among our brave soldiers so much sound
Gospel literature. The monthly supplies of GOSPEL MAGAZINE and Old
Jonathan that I receive direct from the publisher are most welcome. The
GOSPEL MAGAZINE is made a great blessing in building up the godly in
Christ Jesus. Old Jonathan is welcome anywhere and everywhere. You
will find him laid on the reading-room tables throughout the garrison, and
I can assure you that he is well read, and that day alone will reveal all
the good God has done in this great garrison through this very acceptable
periodical. Well, in addition to this monthly supply from the Publisher, I
have received a monthly box of books and tracts from yourself, the contents
of which have been scattered far and wide-in fact, in many parts of the
world. I wish you could have seen how eagerly the men leaving for the
Afghanistan war received the little pocket Testaments, &c., that you sent.
l'he Little Gleaner, Friendly Companion, and other little books you send
make me a great favourite among children. It would do you good to see
the little ones running to me from all quarters and emptying my big pockets;
and this, again, gives me great acceptance among the parents, as they are
always glad to see the gentleman that the children are always talking about
and running after for little books. The other day I gave the children a
little book on condition that they would learn by heart that well-known
hymn, "Rock of Ages." 'Well, most of the children have learnt that
hymn. This is trying to do all the good we can in all the ways we can,
and then we leave it to the God of all grace to perform his good pleasure
in giving a fruitful place to the much seed scattered.
From an old Sailor' who Labours among Seamen.
My DEAR MR. BRIDER,-You will be glad to know that my infant
library (which you kindly sent me) is doing as well as the small num?er of
books will allow, and the enclosed 10s. is from the monthly penmes of
subscribers. I do not know how to thank you for the Momings with Jesus
and the other little books by the Rev. Dr. Doudney ; most of them are at this
moment at sea. Winds of balm they have been to some, I know; but as
to the full results of distribution I would be silent, for they are not ours,
hut God's. The various magazines and books which you have so kindly
sent me are doing a great work afloat, and have we not a right to expect
to find that the bread thus cast upon the waters will be found after many
days 1 I gave one to an officer some months ago, and when I met him a
few days back all his enmity was gone, a!1d he asked for anoth~r,
remarking that he had found food there for his soul. Another captam,
who arrived here last week, said, "Oh, what a magazine that was the
last time I saw you; no keeping back the truth there, and what a ~east .it
If you could see the SICk III
has been to me during the voyage!
hospital, and men and boys in the lower deck when I go among them with
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loads of reading, it would quicken your gratitude at being the medium of
giving so much pleasure."
:PEAR READER,-Try if you can first to' think of your own many
mercies and privile~es in dear old England, and then of thousands of your
fellow-countrymen III all parts of the world, rrrasping and devouring the
boxes we send out monthly.

SHORT EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS RECEIVED.
IN the garrison church yesterday afternoon, at the children's service, an
add.ress was given by one of the chaplains on the "forgiveness of sins,"
takmg for his text "Whosesoever sins ye remit, they are remitted; and
whosesoever sins ye retain they are retained." He stated that God had
g!ven power to him as a clergyman of the Ohurch of England to forgive
SlUS.

OOULD you (if your funds will admit) send me three dozen of wall
papers for the refreshment room in this sailors and soldiers' home 1
.
DURING the past three months I have supplied the l08th Regiment at
Singapore, and the twenty-seven different men-of-war ships along the
Indian, Ohinese, Japanese, and Persian waters, with parcels of reading.
"

THE tract called "Strong Drink and its Results" is doing a noble work
in this large garrison town. I have heard of its usefulness in several
directions. It is sought after by officers and men.
My box is empty again. Pray let me have some more books soon.
I am sending off all I have this afternoon to vessels on the West Indian
stations.
MANY thanks for the boxes. Some of the contents will be at sea
to-morrow evening. May our Father's blessing go with them! For
" Wayside Notes " please accept my warmest thanks. You did not write my
name in it, b}lt from the kind inscription on the outside, I see you intended
it for my own use. Now as I have read" Wayside Notes" in the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE for many years, and trust they have been often blessed to my
own soul, you may be sure I am something more than pleased to have
them in a separate form.
THINGS are going on here about the same. Baptismal Regeneration,
Oonfirmation, and the Holy Oommunion as essential to salvation are the
fundamental doctrines preached on alt sides. Such soul-destroying
sermons make me quite angry, and I can hardly contain myself.
MANY thanks for the two boxes of books. Leisure Hour I put in
my lending library for ships. I have two branches of the above, one for
ships, the other for fishermen, pilots, boatmen, dockmen, &c., and their
families. I charge one penny per month, and hope from it to be able to
help your funds this year, if we are successful.
DR. DOUDNEY'S "Mornings with Jesus," "Heart Breathings," &c., are a
great treat to many Ohristian soldiers. It is indeed a privilege to give
away such Christ exalting works. What a pity there is so little of such
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precious truth now-a-days, and yet what a mercy there is still so much!
It is heart-saddening, in this large and important garrison, to hear such
rubbish as one hears from some of its pulpits.
"RETRACINGS AND RENEWINGS," which you were so kind as to send for
myself, I have read with untold profit to my own soul. One copy I have
given to the soldiers' home, where it is being read by very many men
who value the GOSPEL MAGAZINE and Old Jonathan, and other kindred
periodicals.
Two women have just died in the hospital of consumption. They
were Roman Catholics, and one can't say much as to their spiritual
condition. The truth as it is in Jesus was put before them, and that is
all we can do. One woman, a very interesting case, underwent the
amputation of her left arm above the elbow last Monday morning.
She is, I believe, a dear child' of God, and it was very blessed to see 4er
trusting the Lord for strength.
I CAN do with a CART-LOAD of Dean Law's tracts entitled, "Christ is
All." The men afloat and ashore grasp and devour them without any
ceremony. There is a great thirst in both services for reading of that
kind, and it is impossible to read such tracts without being impressed
with the wonderful simplicity of the Gospel. With humble prayers that
God will bless you in your noble work, I remain, &c.
WITHIN the last month, a young Maltese lady, a Roman Catholic, has
passed away under very encouraging circumstances. She was brought
to know the Lord through a copy of "Songs of Grace and Glory" which
you sent to this island, about four years ago, and which she hid away in
her house, till the realities of a death bed, and the unsatisfying nature of
Romanism under the secret operation of Divine grace, aroused this poor
daughter of Zion to open the 101lg-forgotten hymn-book, for something to
meet her case. She soon found what she wanted, and the eternal Spirit
made that book meat and drink to her soul for several months, until
at length she fell asleep in Jesus, pointing to the work, and saying,
" Father, that book has been seed cast upon the waters."
I HAYE to thank you for your kind help to benefit some 5,000 men that
I daily labour amongst. Those books and magazines have been such a
source of comfort and consolation as to make me and others to rejoice
more in God. '" Mornings with Jesus," &c., has been made a very great
blessing to many. You may be sure that I circulate them judiciously, and
the impressions made are seen on every hand. The little book or tract
enables me to get at men whom I should never be able to reach. Take
an instance. The other day I gave a man a paper containing missionary
intelligence. He was a Roman Catholic, but took it for the sake of the
pictures. I left him for a while, and went in to other tents containing
about fifteen men each, distributing books, with much acceptance, to
hundreds of men. After some time I found the young soldier still
pondering over the paper. I approached him, and asked him what it was
that was interesting him so much. He said he was delighted with it, for,
says he, it has shewn me the foundation of the true Church. I endeavoured
by God's help to tell him what Jesus meant by saying, "On this t·ock," that
it was not such a poor weak changeable thing as Peter was, but on CHRIST
Hn,ISELF. He listened most attentively anq patiently, and thanked me
for telling him.
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A FEW WORDS ABOUT THE "hfANAGER.
SINCE the year 1878 I have been wholly dependent on the Lord for the
support of my invalid wife and three children, not having availed myself
of the kind suggestion of friends of the Book Mission, that I should
appropriate a certain sum from its funds to my own use. Hitherto He has
graciously taken care of me; therefore, may my heart still trust in Him,
and not be afraid. We heartily thank all friends who kindly help in
maintaining us to carry on our little labours of love at home and abroad.
We are still kept in this neighbourhood to preach the everlasting Gospel
in a barn at Wishford, the bank room at Wilton, and the old gaol chapel at
Salisbury. Not a penny that we have received for the Book Mission
have we taken for our own use. Our desire still is that God would keep
us dependent on Himself, and desirous to live for His service only.
Any contributions of sound reading or donations for the expense of the
Book Mission, or for the "ox that treadeth out the corn," will be most
thankfully receiv~d by myself, and duly acknowledged by numbered official
receipt if sent to me at the undermentioned address; or, if preferred, to
any of the following auxiliary helpers.
CHARLES BRIDER.
.Old Gaol Chapel, Salisbury, September 30th, 1830.
N.B.-Kindly notice the changed address.
'* Thi; fine old chapel, and its spacious cella1"S and other apartments, have been hired by
me to meet the growing work of the Book Mission, and to provide a dwelling-house for
myself and family on the spot, also a place to preach a yea and yea Gospel in on Sunday
and ThUl"Sday evenings, and a working men's reading-room on Monday, Wednesday, and
Friday evenings. Any minister of truth travelling this way will be beartily welcomed in ifs
pulpit. All the seats are free, and there are no collections. Donations kindly sent me for
this good and acceptable work will be thankfully acknowledged and separately accounted
f01".

-.
DEPOTS AND AUXILIARY HELPERS
(Where books and money are received for the Mission).

BILLESDON: Mrs. HENRY ALLEN, Billesdon Lodge.
BLA.CKBURN: Mr. ABRAHAM CUMP8TRY, Barton Street.
BRIGHTON: Mr. A. M. ROBINSON, 38, Duke Street.
BRIsroL: Mr. W. R. LUCAS, 2, Albert Villas, Clifton.
CLIFTON, Shefford (Beds) : Mr. ALFRED ASHBY.
DOVER: Miss, JELL, 12, Effingham Crescent.
GRANTHAM: Mr. E. J. ROLLINSON, South Parade.
HASTINGS: Mr. J. C. MEADOWS, Mansfield House.
LEICESTER: Mr. WARDLE, 7, Ann Street, Humberstone Road.
LONDON: Mr. G. A. NORTHOVER, 2, Love Lane, Wood Street
E.C.; Mr. W. WILEMAN, 34, Bouverie Street, KC.
'
LUTON: Mr. H. GIBBONS, Denmark House.
NEATH, South Wales: Mr. J. K BRIGNEL, Railway Book Stall.
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE: Mr. J. BEALL, 32, High Friar Street.
NEWMARKET (Cambs): Rev. T. ROMAINE GOVETT.
OXFORD: Mr. J. O. PEMBREY, 164, Walton Street.
READING: Mr.ISAAO SEARLE, 199, King's Road.
TUNBRIDGE WELLS: Mr. SALTMARSH, High Street.
WqOTTON-UNDER-EDGE: Mr. J. F. PINNIGER.
'l·
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DONATIONS TO THE MISSION.
For the Year ending September 30th, 1880.
AMERICA.
Wilmott, Mrs.

£

s. d.

o 10

0

AUSTRALIA.
Evans, Mr. D. O.
100
4 0 0
Morris, Mr. J. S.
BEDFORDSHIRE.
Clifton Meeting .•
3 13 4~
500
E. G.
••
4 10 0
Sale of Historic Stones, &c.
16 0 0
A Friend, in small books
Luton Meeting ..
6 3 6
Moinier, Mrs.
o 10 0
o 10 0
S., Mrs.••
BERKSHIRE.
Hodges, Mr. T. H.
050
Huntley, Mr. J ...
o 10 0
Reading ..
.,
010
Searle, per Mr. IsaacMr. D. Heelas
050
Rev. W. Anderson
o 2 6
Mr. J. Long
026
o 2 0
" H. Hutt "
010
" R. Oakshott
010
" J. Craft ••
010
" S. Wells
010
" J. Challen
A. J. S.
006
Miss Moss
o 1 0
Mr. G. Colebrooke
o 2 6
o 10 0
"
I. Searle
Turman, Mrs.
070
CAMBRIDGESHIRE.
Banks, Mrs.
..
010
Camps, Mrs. W.
o 10 0
o 10 0
C., Miss ..
Do.
o 10 0
Martin, Mrs.
030
Newmarket Meeting
126
T. R. G., in books
2 10 0
CORNWALL.
2 6
Rogers, Miss
DEVONSHIRE.
050
Edlin, Mrs.
DORSETSHIRE.
Brodie, Miss
o 5 0
DURHAM.
Bell, Mrs.
010
o 10 0
J. K.
."
ESSEX.
Cooper, Mrs.
o 10 6
Johnson, W. W. Esq. ,.
110
o 16 0
Ward, Mrs.
.,
..
(} 5 0
Do.
FRANCE.
., 12 10 0
D. S. G.-" Strong Drink."
400
..
.•
"
Do.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE. £ s. d.
100
Child, T. T. Esq.
50(')
Dean of Gloucester, in tracts
..,15 0 0
Dr. Doudney, in books,.
010
Hurle, Mrs. O.
o 10 0
J. A.
010
J. P.
o 2 6
J eremie, Miss
026
Do.
550
Lucas, Miss
5
00
Do.
066
Do.
300
Lucas, Mr. W.
050
Newbolt, Col.
o 10 0
Perrins, Mrs.
100
Peterson, Miss
100
Do.
••
o 10 0
Pinniger, Mr. J. F.
026
Privett, Mr. J. W.
o 10 0
Raper, Mr. H.
Winslow, per Miss E. A.026
E. Matthews ••
026
C. Winslow ..
100
A Friend
o 2 6
J. E. Winslow. ,
o 2 0
E. Lupton
026
A Friend
010
Anon..•
026
K.S.H.W.
026
A.W.H.W.••
026
E. G. Spicer
026
J. C. H. W. ,.
050
E. Kendall
006
A Friend
0
26
Rev. R. Braithwaite ••
o 2 0
M. & L. Tatlock
010
K. Stanley
253
Wotton-under-Edge Meeting
HAMPSHIRE.
o 10 0
D' Attera, Mrs. ,.
o 10 0
Do.
500
A Friend, in books
o 10 0
Hoare, Miss
014
Laing, Mrs.
HERTFORDSHIRE.
o 10 0
Roads, Miss
o 1 0
T.,Mrs.
IRELAND.
o 15 0
Gardner, Mrs.
Plowman, per Mrs.010
Rev. W. J. Gillmor
006
A Friend
o 1 0
Mr. Dormer
006
Miss McL.
006
Mrs. McL.
016
Mrs. Waller
010
Mr. Caldbeck ,.
020
R.P. . .
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KENT.
A Friend ..
Cowell, per Mr. C. J.Mrs. L. E. Lade
. " Muggeridge
Parchment
Mr." W. Cowell
Forbes, Hon.R.••
Ford, Miss
Hart, Miss A.
Jell, Miss
Lewis, Mr. W. J.
M.L.M.
Do.
Noyes, per Rev. R. J.
Tunbridge Wells Meeting, ineluding £1 from M. L. M. and
Mrs. Jones, 10/-; Mr. Edwards,
10/-; Mr. J. Brider, 2/6; Mr.
Smith, 2/6; Miss Wyatt's
money box, £1
Walker, Mrs.
Do.
Wilkinson, Mrs.::
Winning, Mr. T.
W., Misses
LANCASHIRE.
A Friend ..
Cumpsty, Mr. A.
Dawson, Mrs.
Eatougb, Mr. J ...
Grundy, Mrs.
Lancaster ..
Lane, Miss E.
P. L., in books
McNeill, Mr. R ...
Paffand, Mr. F.
Do.
Do.
Parke, per Miss E.
Wright, Mr. W.

..

£ s. d.
0 5 0
0
0
0
0
0
0
o
0
0 8 6
1 16 0
o 10 0
0 3 0
o 16 0

0
0
0
0
0
1

5
5
2
5
5
1
10

9 17
5 0
5 0
o 10
0 5
o 15

0
0
0
0
0
0

0

[,

0
0
0
1
0
1
0
0

5

0
6
0
6
0
0
6
0
0
0
0
0
0
7

o 10
1 0
o 10
4

2
0
[,

0
10
4

o 17

0 5

LEICESTERSHIRE.
AlIen, ~1:r. and Mrs. H.
o 10 0
Alien, per Miss H.Mr. Tbompson
0 2 6
Mrs. Fose
0 2 6
Mrs. B.
0 0 6
Mr. S..•
0 0 6
Miss C.
0 0 6
Mr. E. Jobnston
0 1 0
Mr. Davidson .•
0 1 0
R. Alien
0 5 0
Mr. Walker
o 10 0
Berridge, Miss E. B.
10 0 0
Cbeckley, Mrs.
0 2 6
Dove, Mrs.
1 0 0
Ex- Rifleman
1 0 0
Do.
o 10 0
J ackson, Mrs.
0 5 0
Leicester Meeting, including £1
for Testaments and Psalms
13 8 3!
McCracker, Miss
0 1 0
Osmond, Mrs.
o 10 0
Payne, Mrs. J.
o 10 0

..

LEICESTERSHIRE.-Continued.
Serjeant, Rev. J. S.
Two Volumes
Webb, Mr. T.

£ s.
1 0
o 15
0 2

LINCOLNSHIRE.
A Friend ..
0 2
Broughton, Miss J.
0 2
Blinkhorn, Mr. W.
0 2
Grantham Meeting, including
Mrs. Ayres, 10/-; Capt. Little,
5/-; and Mrd. Picks collecting
card
6 0
Market Rasen Meeting ••
2 0
Parker, per Mrs.Miss Garton
0 1
0 1
Miss E. Garton
Miss L. Garton
0 1
Mrs. Heath
0 1
H. Heath
0 1
T. McMun
0 1
Q 1
R. Lees
Mr. Bailey
0 5
Mrs. Bailey
0 2
Miss Picard
0 2
H.H. A. S.
0 1
!j
Mrs. Parker
~
Williams, Mr. S.
0 -5
LONDON.
.•
Adams, Miss E. ••
A Friend, per Messrs. Colling·
ridge
A Stranger
Bourne, Mrs.
Boyer, Mrs. Charles
Cohen, Miss
Crawley, Mr. H.
E.A.B.
Fatt, Miss
Gates, Mr. J. B. ..
Gurney, Miss
Howard, Mrs.
Jones, Miss
K.
L.H.
Mannering, Mr. D.
Northover, Mr. G. A.
Do.
do.
Protestant Echo ••
Riddell, Miss
Robertson, Mrs..•
Watson, Miss
West, Mr. C.
Whiteman, Mrs...
MIDDLESEX.
Carpenter, Mrs.
Fladgate, Mrs.
Anonymous
Do.
Do.
NORTHUMBERLAND.
Beall, Mr. J.

0

d.
0
0
0
6
6
6

1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
6
6
0
0
6
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
6
0
6
0
0
0
0
0 8 0
o 10 0
1 1 0
0 5 0
0 5 0
o 10 0
0 2 6
5
0
5
0
o 10
1 0
o 10
0 5
1 0
0 2
1 0
0 6
0 1
1 0
1 0
o 10
3
5
0
1

o 10

0
0

5 0
5 0
0 10

0
0

o 10

0

o 10

0
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NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.
B., Miss
Ewart, Mr. T. "
Gilbert. Mr. J. "
Letts, Miss J.
Long Buckby Meeting
S. W.
..
"

£ s. d.
0
2
0

0
2
2
o 10
1 0
0 2

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE.
Adams, Mr. J.
0 5
Adams, per MissA. L.
0 1
B. A.
0 1
M.I. C.
0 1
A. M. C.
0 1
R.M. M.
0 1
M. A. A.
0 2
R. Healy
0 2
Mrs. Whittle .•
0 .2
E. A.
0 2
:Mrs. Cra wford
0 1
:Mrs. Sale
0 2
J.A. "
0 3
C. A.
0 2
Jas. A..•
0 2
Smith, Miss E. :M.
o 10
Sykes, :Mrs.
0 2

..

8
0
6
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
()

0
6
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
6

OXFORDSHIRE.

L

A Friend ..
Gillett, Mr. E.
J. W. P. and Friend
Oxford Meeting "
Winslow, :Miss ,.

1 0
0 5
1 0
2 10
o 10

0
0
0
0
0

RUTLANDSHIRE.
Baines, per MissA Friend
0 1
Mrs. Whittle
0 2
Mrs. Swann
0 1
Mrs. Fisher ..
0 1
Miss Fisher
0 1
Mr. R. Healy .•
0 2
Mrs. Godfrey .•
0 10
Mrs. Baines
0 5
M. E. Baines .•
0 2
Proceeds of Work
1 2
Bromhead, Mr. N.
o 10
Fryer, Mrs. F.
0 5
Oakham Meeting
10 0
Wade, Mr. W .••
o 10

6
6
0
0
0
6
0
0
6
0
0
9
0
0

SCOTLAND.
Bruce, Mrs.
Hamilton, Miss ,.
Peddie, Mrs. R...

0
0
0

3
6

0
0
9

SHROPSHIRE.
Cooper, Mrs.
Pritc'hard. Mrs.
Roberts, Mrs.
V., Miss ..

1
1
0
0

1
0
1
4

0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

1
5
5
2

0
0
0
0

..

,

SOMERSETSHIRE.
Applegate, Mrs.. ,
B...

B. ..
Bath

4

SOMERSETSHIRE.- Contd.
Bruton
E.B.
Cockbill, Miss
C., in books
Davies, Mrs.
E. D.
E. M.A...
Grierson, Mrs.
Hart, per Mr. G.Mr. Ralph
..
Mr. and Mrs. Pittman
W. Pittman
E. Pittman
Mr. G. Hart ..
Hoblyn, :Mrs.
L.W.
M'Pherson, Mr. D.
R.H.
S., in books
Stubbs, Mrs.

£ s. d.
0

2

o 10

0 5
6 0
0 5
1 18
0 7
0 5
0
0
0
0

1

6
0
0
0
0
0
6
0

2
0

1
1
12
5
5
10
10
0
5

0
6
0
0
6
0
0
0
0
0
0

STAFFORDSHIRE.
A Friend, in books
15

0

0

0 6
3 0
2 10
o 15
0 2
0 1
0 1
0 3

6
0
0
0
0
0
6
6

0

0

o
0
0

o
o

1

SURREY.
A :Friend ..
Bennett, :Mrs. E.
Do. and Miss Bennett
Eldridge, Mr. E.
Farnham ..
Laing, Mrs.
Lander
Roberts, Mrs.
SUSSEX.
Barber, Mr. J.
Baxter, per Mr. A. J. .,
Banfield, per Miss E.W.B.
Mrs. B.
S. B.
J. S. G.
D. B.
R.H. "
S. H.
M.E.W.
T. S. W., jnn.
B. H...
"
J.H.
1. G. P.
E. J. W.
M.n. ..
n. C. ..
J. S.
Ford, Mr. J.
Hull, per Mr., in books,.
M.H.G.
Mannin;;ton, per Mrs. R. /too
Mitchell, :Miss E.
Morris, Mr. E.
J. C. P.
Mr. and Mrs. Perry
Mr. and Mrs. Smart
W.M.
Woods, Mr. W ...

..

..

..

5

B 15 0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
5
0

2
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

6
0
0
0
6
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1 0
1 0
0 0
0 9
o 15 0
0 2 0
1 0 0
o 10 0
0 5 0
0 3 0
0 5 0
o 10 6

12

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

WALES.
Brignell, Mr. J. E.
WARWICKSHIRE.
A Few Young Men
A Friend ..
Att1eborough Meeting ••
WEST INDlES.
A Friend, per Messrs.Collingridge
WILTSHIRE.
Brignell, per Mrs.A Friend .•
S. Edmunds
1. H. Pruce
S. S. Pruce
A Friend:
Two Friends
Do.
Do.
Mrs. Beak
A. Smith
C. and M. Thomas
Mrs. J. Day
Mr. J. Day
J. VineI'
Mrs. Speck
Mrs. Brignell .•
Bri~nell, per Mr. J. E.Mrs. 'Cox
Mr. Knight
Mr. Anstie

WILTSHIRE.-Contd.
Mr. Carbquld ..
Mr. J. Chivers
o 10 0 1i Major Burke
Miss Farmer .•
0 6
1 15 0 Brown, M!'S.
Chivers, Mr. J ...
Coombs, Mrs. J ..•
470
Lush
Moody, Mr. J.
Motton, Mrs.
Powell, Miss
006
Rawlings, Mrs.
010
Rebbeck, Mrs.
010
Stuckey, Mrs.
'0 1 0
Swift, Mrs.
006
o 5 0 Thwaites, Rev. E. N.
Wilkins, Mr.
010
Do.
010
Stamps
026
Money Boxes010
:i'lL-s. Snooke
020
Miss Thresher .•
010
Miss Scamell
010
Mr. Barter
o 1 0
Miss King
o 1 0
Mr. J. Castle
020
YORKSHIRE.
o 10 0 A Friend ..
0 2 6 Bullock, Miss
o 10 0 Wilkins, Mr. T .••

£ s.', d.
o 3, 0

s. d.

£

026
026
030
026
026
012
026
() 5 0

o

o 1
o 10
o 4
o 2

6

0
0
0

050
100
o 10 0
o 10 0
020
o 10 0
o 1 0

o 17 2
o 10 7
o 10 1
054
040
030

026
050
o 5 0

ANNUAL RECEIPTS.
£

B.

d.

26 7 10

First Year
Second do.
Third do.
Fourth do.

95 011

144 7 1
166 14 7i

£
Fifth Year
Sixth do.
Seventh do.

B.

d.

212 14 9
254 18 0i337 12 1!

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him, all creatures here below,
Praise Him above, ye beavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

BALANCE SHEET.
For Twelve Months ending September 30i~, 1880.
RECEIPTS.
Voluntary Subscriptions, Collections at Meetings, &c.

£

S.

d.

337 12

It

£337 12

It

PAYMENTS.
£ s. d.
Balance due to Treasmer from
previous year
o 17 a
To amount of New Books,
Periodicals, Magazines, and
Tracts, &c., distributed;
with the cost of Printing,
Exporting,Postages, Car335 10 5
riage, &c.•.
Balance in hand
1 4 I~
£33i 12

E~amined with Books and Vouchers, and found correct,
SALISBURY, OCtobCl' 1,1880.
CHARLES MOODY.

It

«.

\.',

