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THE TRIAL AND ITS TEACHINGS.-A COURT-SCENE.
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I NOW wish to turn from the scenes described in our last number
to that which they so vividly brought before my own mind. I
do not remember that I was ever more forcibly impressed with
the facts of which I am about to attempt to spE'ak than upon this
occasion. These facts were presented so much in a way of contrast.
May the Spirit of the living God be pleased to help me in what
I am about to undertake.
I need not remind the reader that, in our own courts of justice,
every possiblefaGility is {flforded the accused for afair trial. Not only
has he the option of objecting to anyone or more of the twelve men
who are sworn to act with honesty and integrity, but (as seen in
oue of the cases before given) counsel for the df',fence is provided; and
there sits upon the bench as judge or umpire one who is selected
for that high and responsible position upon the ground of his irreproachable character, his knowledge of the letter of the law, and
his extensive practical acquaintance with men in general. Although
a judge cannot be superseded or displaced, except. upon the
ground of some moral delinquency, he is, at the same time,
keenly alive to the scrutiny and comment, to which his every
word and act will be subjected. Hence, in a certain sense, every
judge, in connection with his every trial, may be said to be put
upon his own trial-that is, the trial of public opinion; and, in
these newspaper days, this is no trifling matter for those who
becomingly estimate the value and importance of character!
But now, dear reader, let us seek to turn from the natural to
the spiritual-from the human to the divine.
Now, in one word, my object is to prove, from plain matter of
fact, that the arraignment and the trial of JESUS was fareical--yea,
gross and unprincipled to the last degree! If the Lord the Spirit
be our Teacher and Guide at this time, we shall find abundant
"vidence to prove the justness of the Apostle Peter's accusation
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to the "men of Israel"-whom "ye have taken, and by wicked hfl,nds
Again he said, "The God of Abraham,
and of Isaac, and of J acob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified
His Son Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and denied Him in the
presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let Him go. But
ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a murderer
to be granted unto you; and killed the Prince of life, whom God
hath raised from the dead; whereof we are witnesses" (Acts iii.
13-15). To the same effect spoke Stephen: "Which of the
prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and they have slain
them which showed before of the coming of the Just One; of
whom ye have been now the betrayers and murderers" (Acts
vii. 52).
First, then, we have to consider the base conspiracy and murderous
purpose of those who so perseveringly sought to destroy Jesus.
In Matthew xxvi. 3-5, we read, "Then assembled together the
chief priests, and the scribes, and the elders of the people, unto
the palace of the high priest, who was called Caiaphas, and consulted that they might take Jesus by subtilty, and kill Him. But
they said, Not on the feast day, lest there be an uproar among
the people." Hence we see their villainous design, and at the same
time their cowardly dread of the people. And why their dread
of the people? Because they knew their regard for Him; and why
this? Because He continuously "went about doing good."
A.gain, look at the baseness of these men, in regard to the act
of Judas: "Then J"udas, which had betrayed Him, when he saw
that He was condemned, repented himself, and brought again the
thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, saying, I
have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood. A.nd
they said, What is that to us.2 see thou to that" (Matt. xxvii. 3, 4).
Here was heartlessness, and at the same time a rejection of the
testimony on behalf of Jesus, even from the lips of His betrayer!
See, reader, the hardening nature of sin!
Mark, in an early stage of these sad proceedings, the appeal of
Jesus: "In that same hour said Jesus to the multitudes, Are
ye come out as against a thief with swords and staves for to take
Me? . I sat daily with you teaching in the temple, and ye laid
no hold on Me" (Matt. xxvi. 55); and this followed the astounding fact declared in John xviii. 4-6: " Jesus therefore, knowing
all things that should come upon Him, went forth, and said nnto
them, Whom seek ye? They answered Him, Jesus of Nazareth.
Jesus saith unto them, I am He. And Judas also, which betrayed
Him, stood with them. As soon then as He had said unto them,
I am He, they went backward, and fell to the ground." Was
there ever a corresponding occurrence? and yet, in the face of it,
the men persisted, and that, moreover, when they had beheld
another proof of the miraculous power of Jesus in that He touched
have crucified (md slain."
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and healed the ear of the high priest's servant which with a sword
Peter had struck off.
When arrived at the palace of the high priest, we have further
~vidence of the uttor want of principle upon the part of those who
<lonspired against Jesus. Nothing less than His death was their
~md and aim!
Hence they were murderers of deepest dye! "And
the chief priests and all the council sought for witness against
.resus to put Him to death; and found none. For many bare
false witness against Him, but theu' witness agreed not together.
And there arose certain, and bare false witness against Him,
saying, We heard Him say, I will destroy this temple that is
made with hands, and within three days I will build another made
without hands. Bttt neither 80 did tlwir witness agree together"
<Mark xiv. 55-59).
Had there been the veriest particle of honour in those who sat
{)n the judgment-seat, what would have been their course, in the
face of such contradictory evidence, but a total rejection of it,
and the liberation of the Accused? Instead of whi.ch, what do we
read? "And the high priest stood up in the midst, and asked
Jesus, saying, Answerest Thou nothing? what is it which these
witness against Thee? But He held His peace, and answered
nothing. Again the high priest asked Him, and said unto Him,
Art 'l'hou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed? And Jesus said,
I am: and ye shall see the Son of Man sitting on the right
hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven" (Mark xiv.
60-62).
Metliinks that Jesus made this admission under the recognitian
of the fact that, unless He did thus avow Himself as the Son of
Man, even His enemies would have been at a loss to carry out
their murderous purposes. In this case the grand design of
redemption would have been defeated, and the whole Gospel
scheme neutralized! But, by His admission that He was in very
deed" the Christ, the Son of the Blessed," they (as they conceived)
were furnished with a pretext for fulfilling their diabolical intentions. In strict unison was this acknowledgment of Jesus with
the fact stated of Him: "And it came to pass, when the time
was come that He should be received up, He steadfastly set His
face to go to Jerusalem" (Luke ix. 51). He was bent upon the
completion of His Mediatorial engagement! Hence, as we have
seen, when the acknowledgment of His divinity was indispensable,
in order to the final accomplishment of His work, He admitted
it. But this admission on the part of Jesus was no excuse fo1'
the high priest. It did not in the leastwise exonerate him from
the tremendous responsibility he was entailing upon himself.
In striking contrast to that of the high priest, what do we read
{)f the effect of the general bearing of Jesus upon the mind of
Pilate as He stood before him? "The governor marvelled
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greatly." Again, at a later stage, we read, "When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he was the more afraid,." and further,
"and from thenceforth Pilate sought to release I-Iim."
As for the conduct of the high priest, when Jesus had avowed
Himself, it was the very basest of hypocrisy-a mere assumption
of reverence for the divine honour-a piece of thoroughly insincere and heartless part-playing !We read: "Then the high priest
rent his clothes, saying, He hath spoken blasphemy; what further
need have we of witnesses? behold, now ye have heard His
blasphemy" (Matt. xxvi. 65).
And then he appeals to the people, "What think ye?" Did
that become him? Was that "magnifying his office" (Rom.
xi. 13), thus to ask counsel of the people? Did it behove him to
appeal to them, rather than for tltem to listen to and abide by his
judgment? Was there ever such a thing witnessed in a court
of justice?
During the sitting of the court at the assi7.es beforenamed, the
very same judge, in the self-same court, expressed his astonishment
at the jury wishing to retire to consider more closely a certain
case. The case was so clear to his lordship's mind that it was
surprising to him that anyone of the jurymen should have a
doubt about it. With this remonstrance upon the part of the
judge, the hesitating jurors gave way. Now, this was very unlike
the high priest appealing to the people.
And then was 1here ever so unseemly a thing as the course
adopted immediately upon the answer, "He is guilty of death,"
being given? "Then did they spit in His face, and buffeted
Him; and others smote Him with the palms of their hands,
saying, Prophesy unto us, Thou Ohrist, Who is he that smote
Thee? "
So far from such irreverence-not to say riot or tumult-being
allowed in a court of justice, who has not heard the cry of
" Silence! ,. or "Order!" upon the veriest indication of noise or
comment in open court? Moreover, whatever may have been the.
offence with which the prisoner may have been charged, or of
which found guilty, does not his very position as human, and as a
man in common, with all the numberless frailties of our fallen
nature, awaken a certain amount of sympathy? However just the
condemnatory sentence pronounced may be considered, is there
a heartless, unfeeling exultation over it? Do not the most
indifferent or low or abandoned think that the sentence itself is
punishment enough, without adding to it by any personal
malignity?
To say nothing of the after-stage-the plaiting the crown of
thorns (mark the deliberate nature of this tragical act-the
plaiting with cruel hands that thorny crown I), and thruRting it
upon His sacred head; the scarlet robe; the reed in His right.
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bano.; the smiting, the scoffing, the bowing the head with the
sourrilous salutation, "Hail, King of the Jews!"-was there not
in very d.eed a literal fulfilment of the ancient prophecy concerning
Him, "He is de8pised and r(,Jected q! men: a Man of Sorrows, and
acquainted with grief"? Alas! how judicially blind must have
been the professed adherents to their own Scriptures, who failed
to see such plain and unmistakable proofs that He was their very
Messiah .I
But we come to the last scene of this farcical trial, and let us
ask ourselves whether the same pretentious ordeal and mere mock
inquiry and investigation is not maintained and consummated?
Jesus is brought before Pilate, the Roman governor; and, in the
faot of His being so brought, we see the same murderous design
.carrie<l out, for one of their excuses was, "It is not lawfuL for us
to put any man to death." Hence it was death they wanted, nor
with anything short of death would they be satisfied; and yet,
.as Pilate again and again asked, "What evil hath He done r "
In what way, or by what means, had He incurred so dreadful a
penalty?
But observe how soon after Jesus was brought before Pilate is
it recorded that "lte knew tltat f01' envy tltey had delivered IIim."
Now, in proportion as this is kept in view will the flagrancy of
Pilate's conduct appear, together with his utter unfitness to sit as
a wise, judicious, and impartial judge!
First, the remarkable remonstrance offered him at the very
outset of the trial ought to have roused him to watchfulness; not
merely on account of the source whence it came, but from its
extreme singularity, it might well make him wary and cautious.
'We read, "When He was set down on _the judgment-seat, his
wife sent unto him, saying, Have thou nothing to do with that
just Man: for I have suffered many things this day in a dream
because of Him" (Matt. xxvii. Hi). He had no excuse. He saw
JlOW matters stood.
His many questions and repeated examinations of the Accused only confirmed him in his conviction of His
innocency. He surrendered Him to death, and even sconrged Him,
in the very face of his own repeated declaration that "he found in
Him no fault at all." His washing his hands, and testifying that
" he was innocent of the blood of that just Person," was part and
parcel of the farce to which he had lent himself. Knowing, more·over, the spleen and the deadly hate of His accusers, had he been
in earnest, and regardless of men's opinions, he would have taken
care that the awful state of things recorded as directly full owing
his surrender of Jesus should. have been prevented; for what do
we read but that "then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus
into the common hall, and gathered unto Him the whole band of
:soldiers. And they stripped Him, and put on Him a scarlet
robe. And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it
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l,-pon His head, and a reed in His right hand: and they bowed
the knee before Him, and mooked Him, saying, Hail, King of the
Jews! And they spit upon Him, and took the reeu., and smote
Him on the head" (Matt. xxvii. 27-30).
What would be thought, I ask, if suoh a state of things as the
foregoing were permitted, in oonnection with any oourt of justice?
Have we not, then, seen in what striking contrast all the prooeedings, in regard to the trial and oondemnation of Jesus, stand to
the arraignment and oondemnation of an erring or offending fallen
creature? And how all the details in regard to the oharges
brought against the holy, harmless, undefiled Lamb of God, ratify
and oonfirm the great prediction of Him upwards of seven
hundred years before His inoarnation, "He was oppressed, and
He was afHioted, yet He opened not His mouth: He is brought
as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is
dumb, so He openeth not His mouth" (Isa. liii. 7).
But now, lastly, in contrast to the oounsel for the aooused, whioh
is ever forthooming, whatever the nature of the orimes with whioh
he may be oharged, what advocacy had Jesus.2 It was this that so
foroed itself upon my own mind, in the oourt-soene I have attempted
to desoribe. Peter, it is true, followed Jesus afar off to the palaoe
of the high priest, after all his brother-disoiples had "forsaken
Him and fled;" but, so far from his be}riending Him, he denied, and
that with oaths and ourses, all knowledge of Him. The only
voioe in His favour was that of Pilate's wife, and her advooaoy
was to no purpose!
Ah! as far as oreatures were ooncerned, Jesus stood alonc! In
very deed, up to the last scenes in His most momentous mission,
was the anoient propheoy oonoerning Him ratified and oonfirmed,
"I have trodden the winepress alone, and of the people there was
'/lone with Me." No, but, on the oontrary, there were plenty
against Him! Yea, in all probability, some of those who oried,
"Away with Him! Oruoify Him!" not only had heard His
graoious words, and beheld His wonderful aots, but perhaps even
partook of the food He so sovereignly and effeotually provided.
Dear reader, must we not plead guilty, as taking OtW part in the
sad soenes we have been oontemplating? Dare we exouse or
exoulpate ourselves? Rather let us fall humbled and selfoondemned under the oharge, and exclaim with the poet" 'Twas you, my sins, my cruel sins,
His chief tormentors were;
Each of my sins then formed a nail,
And unbelief the spear!"

Ah! yes, reader, whatever may be the general notion of sin or
ideas of transgression, if under a divine influenoe and supernatural
power, by the Holy Ghost, the matter will beoome a heart-andhome question. We shall not merely, in feeling and apprehension,
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stand as accused-yea, as culprits-in regard to our own manifold
sin and transgressions, but we shall feel the force and fall under
the charge, as expressed in another hymn thus"I

" I see the scourges tear His back;
I see the piercing crown;
.4
And of that crowd who smite and
mock ~ ',.
I feel that' I ,am one.

" And of that shouting multitude
I f el that I am one;
And, in that din of voices rude,
I recognize my own.

" Around yon cross the throng I see,
Mocking the Sufferer's groan;
Yet still my voice it seems to beAs if I mocked alone.

see the crowd in Pilate's
hall .
I mark their wrathful mien:
Their shouts of C Orucify !' appal,
With blasphemy between.

c'

'Twas I that shed the sacred blood;
I nailed Him to the tree ;
I crucified the Ohrist of God;
I joined the mockery."

One word more. In the earlier part of this article, which
appeared in. our last month's number, the reader will remember
I dwelt particularly upon the wretched condition and desperate
appearance of the prisoner at the bar. I quoted the remark of
an aged solicitor of' long and large experience in legal matters, as
to the great dIfficulty of pleading in such a case. But what was
my surprise to find that, when the counsel for the defence came
to plead, he laid the greatest possible stress upon these very facts.
The pitiable state, both by birth and habits, of the prisoner at
the bar was the chief ground upon which he based his arguments
as. the reason why he should not be found guilty of the capital
cnme.
The spiritual reader will readily understand how suggestive this
state of things was. It helped to lead the mind into a contemplation of those for whom the Great Advocate pleaded. How far beneath
was their condition and circumstances to even that of the poor
prisoner at the bar. Reader, are you prepared to admit that the
prophet rightly depicts the state in which the Lord found you?
Does your natural pride rise in opposition, and do you virtually
deny the statement; or, in adoring wonder, love, and gratitude,
do you declare it to be a truth that "none eye pitied thee, to
do any of these unto thee, to have compassion upon thee; but
thou wast cast out in the open field, to the loathing of thy
person, in the day that thou wast born? And when I passed by
thee, and saw thee polluted in thine own blood, I said unto
thee when thou wast in thy blood, Live; yea, I said unto
thee when thou wast in thy blood, Live. I have caused thee
to multiply as the bud of the field, and thou hast increased and
waxen great, and thou art come to excellent ornaments: thy
breasts are fashioned, and thine hair is grown, whereas thou wast
naked and bare. Now when I passed by thee, and looked upon
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. thee, behold, thy time was the time of love; anli I spread My
skirt over thee, and covered thy nakedness: yea, I sware unto
thee, and entered into a covenant with thee, saith the Lord God,
and thou becamest Mine"? (Ezek. xvi. 5-8.)
Ah! reader, what a test is here! How soon, by the application
of that test, may we know, under the Spirit's enlightenment, how
matters stand with us in a really saving and spiritual point of view!
If such a humiliating statement does not really offend, but, on
the contrary, excites gratitude and thankfulness that such an outcast was seen, succoured, and saved, what ground for satisfaction
is this!
Again, with regard to those whose desperate cause the Great
Advocate undertook, how strictly in harmony with the foregoing
were not only the personal acts of Jesus, in His ministering to the
wants of the poor, tile blind, the halt, the leprous, and the varionsly
diseased, but likewise His commission to "go out quickly into
the streets and lanes of the city. and bring in the poor, and the
maimed, and the halt, and the blind"! Yes, both His acts and
His advocacy were in perfect harmony with His declaration,
"They that are whole need not a physician, but they that are
sick. I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance-"
In conclusion, I observed, in connection with the court-scene I
have attempted to describe, that, in order to address himself to
the jury, the counsel had to turn his back upon the prisoner. Not
so the (heat Advocate! So to speak, His eye is perpetually upon
the objects for whom He pleads, as well as His heart yearning
over them; and, if in His death-agonies He cried on behalf of
His murderers, "Father, forgive them, for they know not what
they do ! " how much more will He plead for those of whom it is
declared that "the very hairs of' their heads are all numbered,"
and that "whoS'o toucheth them toucheth the apple of His
eye" ?
St. Lttl.e's, Beclminsfel-, August, 1881.
THE EDrl'OIl.

IF I am lawfully called into the company of the profligate, I am too
much shocked to be in great danger of being hurt by them. I feel
)TIyself in the situation of the traveller, when assaulted by the north
wind. The vehemence of the wind makes me wrap my cloak the
faster about me. But, when I am with good· sort of people, I am like
the same traveller when under the powerful beams of the sun. The
insinuating warmth puts me insensibly off my guard, and I am in
danger of voluntarily dropping the cloak which could not be forced
from me by downright violence. The circle of politeness, elegance, and
taste, unless a higher spirit and principle predominate, is to me an
(mchanted spot, which I seldom enter without fear, and seldom retire
from without loss.-John Newton.

Tlte GOJpd iJ1. agazZltc.

710

PUTTING ON IMMORTALITY.
"This mortal must put on immortality."-l CORINTHIANS xv. 53.
BELOVED, when you glance at our words, time will hn.ve tolled out the
fact that we hn.ve entered into the December of this eventful year. Oh,
gracious Spirit, help us to write for the Church of God solemn, season.able, and savoury things ! We need Thy power j all is nothing without it.
And, beloved, when I look up at my book-shelves, and see there in trim
array lo'rly-one volumes of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, I cannot help exclaiming, "What hath God wrought!" But, while thinking also of the
bull of matter therein with the familiar initials, "G. C.," the tempter
whispers, " Yes, surely you have written enough. You must have tired
the people, and they are tired of you. It is time you laid down the
pen. Besides, your style of things is not suitable to the age we live in.
You should deal with the Bible in a more attractive form j and, as to
your Toplady, Romaine, Hawker, Irons, Hart, and the like, they are all
men of the past, whose writings and teachings are not cared for now."
"Get thee behind me, Satan!" You would have me "handle the Word
of God deceitfully." You would bitl me pander to modern whims and
funcies. Netle1· ! May God keep me faithful to the end j and, blessed
be His name, the men of God referred to, although dead, yet speak
W'ords of comfort and truth.
But, apart from the temptation of Satan, do we not feel, "Thought
is all gone! We are exhausted" ~ Ah! but the Word of God "liveth
and abideth for ever." And then there is in our living Head an inexhaustible fulness and freshness. Our drawing therefrom must be ,t
matter of faith rather than feeling. Bear with us then, beloved, while
we deal still with things that concern our eternal welfare. Some people
t:tlk of making "their mark in the world." My ambition is to mark
Christ in all His beauty and perfection, leaving a testimony concerning
Him to the Church of God wllich shall make Him increasingly dear
to His people. May the Lord the Spirit help us so to do.
And now, while thinking of the mallY friends and relatives who have
been called to their etel'llaJ home during this fast-closing year, this
expression has come home with precious power and exalting hope,
"This mortal must put on immortn.lity." Think of this hallowed fact,
.1ear reader. What a sublime theme! ·What a wondrous mystery!
" Behold, I show you a mystery j we shall not all sleep, but we shall all
ho changed, in a moment, in tho twinkling of an eye, at the last trump:
for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible,
~Ild we shall be changed.
For this corruptible must put on incorruption,
and this mortal must put on immortality."
Notice with us, dear reader, that the assertion involves "the 1'esun'ection
.(Jf the body." This is a wondrous and gracious fact j everlasting consolation is wrapped up in it. We do not care to stay to give evidences of
its truth; we take it for granted that our readers believe in it, to the
joy and rejoicing of their souls. Rather would we draw attention to
the assertions of the Word of God concerning it, and that Word i~
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sufficient for us. With a thorough and grateful trust in that Word of
life, we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and that "them which
sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him;" that Christ by His rising
became "the First-fruits of them that slept;" that "the dead shall be
raised incorruptible;" that the grave and the sea shall give up their
dead; that the Lord shall "change our vile body, and fashion it like
unto His glorious body, according to the working of His mighty power."
And herein is the secret of tho matter. This ought to silence all
objectors and all speculations. Nothing is too hard for the Lord. 1-1 is
matchless power and infinite wisdom can as easily raise the body, and.
fashion it anew, as He could create man out of the dust of the earth,
and new create His own in Christ Jesus.
"This mortal must put on immortality." But it may be asked,
"What sort of a body shall we have when thus raised to immortality 1"
I would reply, In my finite state I cannot tell, and desire to be kept
from entering into "the regions of conjecture." 'Ve can and do love
again to point to the Word of life, which tells us, "when Christ, who
is our life, shall appear, we shall appear with Him in glory." We
shall be like Him; our body shall be "fashioned like His glorious
body." This is enough for us. To be like Christ, dear reader, is all
we ean want or desire.
"Ve say, then, the expression we have been drawn to proclaims the
fact of the resurrection of the body; and the doctrine of the resurrection is the crucial point of Christianity. If this were not true the
whole fabric would fall; but that it is blessedly true we have abundant
proof, and "this mortal shall put on immortality "-a never-ending life
with Jesus, an exemption from all that is carnal, and a perpetual rest
with Him who is the joy of our soul. Is it possible 1 Can it be
true, dear reader 1 Can eternity belong to you anc. to me, " poor
pensioners of the bounties of an hour" 1 It seems incredible, but the
fact brings out the mercy, goodness, and love of our covenant God. I
would have our souls given the spirit of worship, that we may adore
J ehovah for such a display of matchless grace.
But to look further at the Apostle's declaration, "This mortal must
put on immortality." How emphatic the expression is-cc THIS MORTAL" !
It seems to convey the fact of a nature that is subject to dissolution
and death-that has in it the principle of destruction and decay. But,
while it lives and exists, it is (6 tiresome, trmiblesome m01·tal-troublesome
through the sins which do so easily beset one, and which are as unbecoming as they are overcoming-t.roublesome also because of unbelief.
Indeed, we need not enumerate the sources that makes one's self a
trouble to one's self. They are well known to every living child of God.
And perhaps the most troublesome form this mortal assumes is 1'ighteous
self-the thought that thero is something of good, and a power which
renders one acceptable to God. Ah! friends, wo need being laid in the
dust, and taught the character, nature, and result of the fall.
And then, not merely is it a very troublesome mortal, but other mortals
trouble us. Every Christian has, in his or her surroundings, some enemy
to annoy, some Saul to persecute, or Jezebel to flee from. But, with it
all, the ChriBtian can say, "It is God that avengeth me, and that
bringeth down the people under me, and that bringeth me forth from
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mine enemies: Thou also hast lifted me up on high above them that
up against me: Thou hast delivered me from the violent
man."
And then the emphatic expression, "this mortal," reminds us that
it is a sinful mrYl'tal. We feel it and know it, although we may bear
the name of Ohristian. If a man says he has done with sin, he does
not know himself, and he can do without a Saviour; but we, who are
always feeling in heart-experience that we are sinners, are driven in felt
need constantly to the Saviour; and I verily believe the dr'iven sinner
will ever fmd in Him a delivering Saviour. Shall I be understood when
I say that I never retire to rest at night without feeling I am a sinner,
although I can say I have been kept throughout the day from committing any outward or gross l!Iin ~ It seems to me that it is more
that the old nature is the old nature of sin, than that we, as Ohristians,
ar guilty of any violent act of sin, and that, feeling thus our sinful
nature before a spotless God, that makes us realize in very deed that
we are sinners. I do not put this as any plea, or put our sinner8hip
in a milder form. Far from it, for it is only grace that keeps that
uature from breaking forth in its natural propensities, so that we feel,
"I am what I am by the grace of God." Anyhow, we have no sympathy
with those who profess to be sinless. I think every Ohristian will
know sufficiently of the depravity of his heart to feel with us that God
would be perfectly justified in casting us away from His presence; but
the Lord is good, ready to forgive, "plenteous in mercy unto all them
that call upon Him."
And then it is a corruptible rrwrtal. The seeds of death are in it
as soon as life begins. We have said it is a troublesome mortal--pain
and decay often make it so. The unloosening ef the pins of the earthly
tabernacle is not effected without blows and uprootings; but how significant are those two words, "this corn.phble"! The thousand ills that
this poor body is subjected to prove it to be "this corruptible." As
a Governor of ono of our London hospitals, the writer has witnessed
the full force of this expression, that the mortal frame is "this corruptible." But, more humiliating still, "must put on incorruption." Ah!
while, on OJlU visit, just talking to one of the matrons of a ward, the
screen was placed before a poor fellow who had that moment ceased to
breathe. And" this corruptible," because it "puts on incorruption,"
must be hastily removed from the atmosphere of the living. I wonder
where, in the view of such a humiliating fact, is there room for pride
and vanity of heart ~ And yet, in the face of surrounding calamities, in
sliite of constant bereavements, in the midst of the dying, unregenerate
man "walks in a vain show," and lives as if he was to live for ever.
Nothing but the grace of God subdues and humbles him in the dust.
\Vell, then, we who are taught by the Spirit the uncertainty of all
things here, feel the full force ef this oxpression, "this mortal." We
live reali<:ing that1'OSO

" Fading are all earth's pleasant things,
With all its fair imaginings."

And, boIoveJ, gr;l,co has taught us this lesson--never to depend upon
anything of an earthly character-
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" All human things are subject to decay;
And, when God summons, monarchs must obey."

The worlJ has a saying which is true enough-CC There is many a slip
between the cup and the lip." It is so. Many and many a time the
cup we thought ours is dashed from our grasp ere it reaches the lips.
As years roll on, such will be the experience of the ups and downs and
nncertainties of life, that the Christian, when he gets through oue trial,
will be expecting another, and his constant thought will be, ""What
next ~" What we can depend upon are the great eternal verities
nf Gospel truth, and upon Him who is "the Way, the Truth, and the
Life." There will be no Jisappointment here.
Then, further, notice with us the 'impcrat,jvf!. demctnd: "This mortal
must "put on imntortality." This, in the case of the child of God, is
a "must" of mercy; but, in the case of the wicked, a "must" of
misery. That is a solemnly-true passago, "The hour is coming in which
all that are in their graves shall heal' His voice, and shall come forth;
they that have done gooll, unto the resulTection of life; and they that
have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation." Tho" musts" of
,",cripture upon the point we are dwelling upon are very emphatic:
"The Lord said unto Moses, Behold, thy days approach that thou must
die;" and we are told that the things written in the Word "must be
accomplished;" that we must "through much tribulation enter the
kingdom; " and that we "must appear before the judgment seat of
Christ." The demand upon us is imperative. We must all face death.
"There is no discharge in that war;" but, blessed be God, if no
tiischarge, there is certain deliverance for His children. It is a fight
that must be maintained, but the victory is secure. It is a war in
which we may be pressed upon heavily by the" enemy of our souls;
,bllt, though we fall, we shall rise again.
And this brings us to think of the WOnd1"01iS clothing-" must put on
immortality": "For we know [says the Apostle Paull that if our
earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building
of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with
our house which is from heaven: if so be that being clothed we
shall not bc found naked. For we th""t are in this tabernacle do
groan, being burdened; not for that we would be unclothed, but
clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life." Oh, what
.consummate beauty there is in tlJJese words!
What a wondrous
"changing d clothes"! vVe might well think of it every night we
retire to rest, and change the clothes that cover our bodies. We shall
one day put off our mortal covering, and put on our immortal clothing.
And how striking is tho contrast in such clothing-the putting off the
mortal, and putting on the immortal-the dust returning to the earth
.as it was, and the spirit returning unto Goel who gave it-the house
of clay crumbling, but there rising from tho ruins a life of perpetual
beauty-the putting off of the perishable tabernacle, and entering into
the" house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens "-our natural
body "crushed before the moth," but exchanged for a spiritual being,
..counted worthy of a princely home-the hope of the tree cut down,
that it may sprout again in eternal verdure-worms covering the perishing
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flosl1, but there springing out of it :1 life of everhsting vigour-our
mort:11 belongings bid low in the gmve, but to the Lord" belongeth the
issues of death "-our vile body ch:1cged, that it m,Ly be "fashioned
like unto His glorious body "-man's v:1nity exch:1nged for God'e victory.
But words fail to d scribe the wondrous ch:1nge. Tho mystery of that
change may be antici[ ated, but cannot be described. One thing, however,
is certain. Our future, brother, will be immort:1lity. Very precious.
is that expression of David's, "Thou settest me 1efore Thy face for
ever" (Psalm xli. 12). Primarily we believe th:1t it h:1s reference to
Christ, the covenant Head of His Church, who, after His resurrection,
returnod into the presence of His Father, there to appear on the behalf
of His people; and we, "accepted in the Beloved," are set in Him before
th face of God for ever, the full realization of which we shall enjoy
when" this mortal has put on immortality." Thus do we see that the
expression which has arrested us teaches the doctrine of the resurrection,
and tells us of the wondrous change which shall be effected by the power
of God when we become clothed with immortality.
But there are other important issues involved in it, well worthy of
our thought. For instance, it proclaims the fact of a hereafter: " This
mortal must put on immortality." Poor foolish mortals, drinking into
the spirit of Bradlaugh, are now, when brought up as witnesses in courts
of justice, openly declining to t:1ke the oath, on the plea that they do
not believe in a God, and arc of no 1·cligion. Once the writer visited
a wretched man in his dying hours. He had during life denied the
existence of a God, and now his misery was extreme. One tried to
point him to Jesus, and tell him of a Saviour's blood; but the poor
creature exclaimed, '.' Don't talk to me like that, or I shall go mad!"
But, whether men will believe it or not, there is a God, and there is
a hereafter-an eternal existence after death-and they will find to
their cost that their" worm dieth not." ,. Then the King will say to
them on His right hand, Come, yo blessed of My Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. Then shall
He say also to them on His loft h:1nd, Depart from Me, ye cursed,_
into everlasting {irc, prep:1red for the devil and his angels. And these
shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life
eternal." If these words do not proclaim a hereafter, we do not know
what does. And that there is an eternal existence after death is a
matter of abounding consolation to the Christian, because in that state
he shall see Jesus as He is, realize the" far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory," and dwell where the redeemed shall" hunger no more,
neither thirst any more, nor will the sun light on them, nor any heat:
for the Lamb that is in the midst of the throne will feed them, and
will lead them to living fountains of waters, and God shall wipe away
all tears from their eyes." Wo shall have more to say presently of this
hallowed hereafter.
We must not forget the eTAJ,ltation is so g1'cat that the prelude must be one
of lmcliness. "Before honour is humility." If you are a Christian,
dear reador, you must be prepared, like the Master, to be "despised and
rejected of mon." At the same time you will be honoured by the seed
royal, esteemed by the Church militant, and, better than all, loved by
Christ, and brought into vital union with Him. Hannah speaks of her
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"horn being exalted." She rejoiced not in her earthly dignity, but in
the proof she had gJ,ined that the Lord cared for her. But, while present
exaltation shall be realized, and future exaltation anticipated, we
shall have much here that will make our pilgrimt1ge state one
of lowliness-much here to make us feel that we are "of the ct1rth,
earthy." "This mortal shall put on immortality." True, but to the
full, until our change comes, we shall experience that it is "this
7n1rtal."
Again, that we are to "put on immortality" is a fact that should animate
allr worship of God. We have a spiritual life. He is a spiritual Being.
Our goal is immortality. \Vith such views, how senseless is the
decoration of our churches! How Homish the present carrying-out of
so-called harvest thanksgivings! It is true that, unQer the Levitical
dispensation, God's command was to bring the first-fruits unto the Lord:
"Thou shalt offer for the meat offering of thy first·fruits green ears
of corn dried by the fire, even corn beaten out of full ears." And, again,
,,'When ye come into the land which I give unto you, and shall reap
the harvest thereof, then ye shall bring a sheaf of the first-fruits of
your harvest unto the priest." TIut only to refer to one passage which
shows us that all these things are done away with under the Gospel
dispensation. Weigh the words, dear reader: "For there is verily a
disannulling of the commandment going before, for the weakness and
unprofitableness thereof. For the law made nothing perfect, but the
bringing in of a better hope did; by the which we draw nigh unto
God." It is evident, then, that the perishable things which were brought
into the house of the Lord are no longer commanded or accepted.
Jesus has offered Himself a living Sacrifice, fulfilling thereby all the
requirements of the law, and making that which is spiritual only acceptable
·to God; and the offering of perishable things must be obnoxious to
the Most High.
A true harvest festival, to my mind, is where precious souls are born
of God, where Ohrist is made" All and in all," and the spiritual sacrifice
of praise ascends from grateful hearts to the throne of grace. Away,
then, with your potatoes and cabbages, fuchsias and flowers! If one's
soul loathes the thought of it all, how must God loathe offerings that
He declares :1re as a " stench in His nostrils" 7 May we ever remember
in our worship that "God is a Spirit" and they that worship Him must
worship Him in spirit and in truth."
But, again, because "this mort'11 must put on immortality," the LO?'tl
will watch over His childTcn's dust. He is not unmindful of them" even
when they are in the grave. They are as much His care in the tomb as
in the trial. I am not going to speculate as to how the particles of
our bodies, which must necessarily be dispersed hither and thither, can be
recalled and become reunited. Rather would we quote the 'word of
'God, and leave it a matter for faith: "It is sown in corruption; it is
rltised in incorruption: it is sown in dishonour; it is raised in
glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power: it is sown
a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body;" which spiritual
body shall be, we are told, "fashioned like unto Ohrist's glorious
"body."
This is enough for us; and, because of this, we may be
.assured that-
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"Precious, precious to J ehovah is His children's hallowed sleep;
He is with them in the passing through the waters cold and deep;
Everlasting Love enfolds them softly, sweotly to His breast;
Everlasting Love receives them to His glory and His rest."

Further, notice wit,h us, dear reader, the t1'iumph this expression
pToclaims: "This mortal must put on immortality." 'What a mercy,
brother, to have such a hope beyond the grave, especially when one
feels that this poor tenement of clay is certainly crumbling! Ah! it is
the precious blood of Jesus, applied by the Holy Spirit, that braces up
one to meet that last so-called great enemy, death, and to feel rather
is he a kindly friend.
"I can do all things," says the Apostle,
"through Christ, who strengtheneth me;" and, among the" all things"
we can do in His strength is to look calmly at death in the face, and
say, "The more closely he approaches, the nearer I get to my happy
home." Yes, it will be a happy home"And those who suffered here shall there sit down
By the still waters of a Saviour's love,
And cast at His dear feet the golden crown,
And dwell for ever in that peace above."

Ah! yes, the fact that "this mortal must put on immortality" tells
us of the peace ensuTed in this asseTtion. The immortal spring of joyous
blooming will arrive, and an eternity of peace shall be enjoyed; the
fight of life's years over; the soul for ever at rest. If the prospect is
sweet, what will the profit be 7 " Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a
corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone; but if it die,
it bringeth forth much fruit." Oh, what will the fruit of the kingdom be 7
How delicious and refreshing to the wearied pilgrim! Oh, what golden
joys surround the throne of God: "And I beheld," said John, "and, 10,
a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds,
and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb,
clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands." "For the Lamb
which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead
them unto living foulltains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears
from their eyes."
.
And what does the Apostle tell us is to follow this blessed putting
on of immortality 7 Why," then shall be brought to pass that saying
[that is, of the Prophet Isaiah], Death is swallowed up in victory."
Christ has obtained a victory over the !::tw, "therefore there is now no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus"__ Cl no condemnation" now,
and certainly not then, for "death is swallowed up" in Christ's victory.
And the Apostle, rising, as it were, to the glorious fact, says, "0 death,
where is thy sting 7" Where is that which now produces such acute
pain, and pierces and wounds the soul so sorely 7 It is extracted. " 0
grave," with all thy dreaded gloom, "where is thy victory 7" Thou
hast none, for thou canst not hold within thy narrow precincts even
"this mortal" which is to "put on immortality." "The sting of death
is siu." Yes, it is sin that makes us to feel death as a sting; "and
the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."
But we pause. The subject is inexhaustible. Let us note the truths
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the Holy Spirit has unfolded to us concerning it: "This mortal must put
on immortality." We have seen that the assertion involves "the resurrection of the body"-a wondrous and gracious fact, in which is wrapped
everlasting consolation, and concerning which we have abounding
evidences; but the shtements of the Word of life are sufficient for
us; and, if the inquiry is made, "·What sort of a body will it be 7"
it is sufficient for us to know that it will be "fashioned like unto
Christ's glorious body."
Then we have noticed how emphatic the
assertion is-" this mortal "-a nature subject to decay and death; but.
while it lives, it proves itself to be a tiresome mortal, a sinful mortal,
and a corruptible mortal. And then that the demand upon it is imperative-it "must put on immortality;" but, to the Christian, it is a
"must" of mercy. Then, dwelling upou the wondrous clothing, putting
off the mortal, and putting on the immortal-a gracious changing of
clothes. Then we have shown how other important issues are involved
in the assertion-that it proclaims the fact of a hereafter; that the
exaltation is so great that the prelude must be one of lowliness:
"Before honour is humility;" that it is a fact that should animate
our worship of Goel. We have a spiritual life; He is a spiritual Being;
all that is carnal in the worship must be obnoxious to Him; explaining the weakn'3ss of the law, and that there is under the Gospel dispensation "a disannulling of the commandment going before." Further,
that, because "this mortal must put on immortality," the Lord will
watch over His children's dust, while it proclaims the Christian's triumph,
and the peace it ensures to him, and that "death shall be swallowed
up in victory."
And what should be the practical effect of this fact, that "this
mortal" awaits a glorious state of immortality 7 "Therefore, my
beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in
vain in the Lord."
Steadfast and unmoveable in the hope beyond
the grave, so that the article of death may not be feared; steadfast in the fact of "the resurrection of the body;" steadfast in a
firm belief in the promises of Goel; steadfast in trusting in our covenant
God to bring to pass the wondrous change we have dwelt upon-such
steadfast extending to the life, as long as we live, that we live to His
glory-" always abounding in the work of the Lord."
Lastly, the fact that "this m()rtal must put ()n immoTtality" may well
cause us to live loosely to the things of time. If asked, "Why can't you
go to balls and concerts, and enjoy worldly amusements 1" my response
should be, Because "this mortal must put on immortality," therefore I
cannot stoop to the beggarly elements of the world. My destiny is
superior to it; my spiritual dignity will not let me lower myself to it;
and my determination, by grace, is against it. It ill befits a King's son
to wallow in the gutter of earthly frivolity: "See, then, that ye walk
circumspectly, not as f001s, but as wise, redeeming the time, because the
days are evil. And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be
filled with the Spirit; speaking to yoursdves in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord."
" Seeing, then, that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of
persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness 7 "
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"'Tis greatly wise to talk of our past hours,
And ask them what report they bore to heaven."

But we close. "This mortal must put on immortality." Oh, wondrous
fact-a frail child of dust an heir of glory! Our subject proclaims my
soul immortal, and, as a regenerated child, tells of grace, which is the
bud of an immortal life, and that the ombryo of that life, given by the
Spirit of God, is linked with glory: "The Lord God is a Sun and Shield:
He will give grace and glory." We leave the matter for your praycrful
consideration and joyous hope, dear reader.
'" We shall be changed!' Oh, deep, mysterious story!
Too great for finite minds to comprehend;
"Ne shall be changed,' from grace to perfect glory,
When this frail mortal life of ours shall end.
" 'We shall be changed!' God's mandate will be spoken,
To arouse with power divine the slumbering clay;
And earth's remaining ties shall all be broken,
And the freed spirit gladly soar away.
" 'We shall be changed,' for then no more corruption
By eyes that gaze on Jesus shall be seen;
And we shall worship without interruptionNo 'heaven of brass,' no parting veil within."

Bw·ton-on-T1·ent.

G. C.
A BURGLAR'S CONFESSION.

A lIIAN who worked in Rowland Hill's garden at W otton, and was
supposed to have forsaken a life of sin under the influence of religion,
was at length discovered to have been the perpetrator of several burglaries
and other daring robberies in the neighboudLOod, though he had not,
till caught in the fact, beon even suspected. He was tried at Gloucester,
condemned, and executed. It need scarcely be said that his employer
visited him in gaol. During bis interviews with him there, he confessed
the many crirnes of which he had been guilty. " How was it, William,"
he inquired, "that you never robbed me, when you had such abundant
opportunity ~" "Sir," replied he, "do you recollect the juniper on the
border against the tlining-room ~ I have many times hid under it at
night, intending, which I could easily have done, to get into the house
and plunder it j but, sir, I was afraid. Something said to me, 'He is a
man of God j it is a house of prayer. If I break in there I shall
surely be found out;' so I never could pluck up courage to attempt
it." In another conversation he told him, "Sir, I well knew that old
Mr. Rugg was in the habit of carrying a deal of money in his pocket.
Times :Lnd times have I hid behind the hedge of the lane leading to
his house. lIe has passed within a yard of me, when going home from
the prayer-meeting, again and again. I could not stir. I durst not
touch so holy a man. I was afraid. I always began trembling as
soon as he came near mo, and gave up the thought altogether, for I
knew he was :t holy man."
This is a fact which well assures us
that Goel our Stm is a Skiclcl too.
3A

722

The Gospel Magazine.

THE LAW OF HEAVEN.
the Lord begins a work of grace, secret· trials and searchings
of heart will surely accompany God's life in the soul. Under the law
this command was given: "Every thing that may abide the fire, ye
shall make it go thr0ugh the fire, and it shall be clean: nevertheless
it shall be purified with the water of separation" (Num. xxxi. 23).
There was deep Gospel truth hid under this type, which is revealed
in the experience of the believer. Trials of soul, body, and circumstances test the reality of a heaven-born faith, however small; of the
love felt, however little; and of the hope given, however feeble. From
Abel down to the last saint on earth, this is the road the whole
E1lection of grace must travel. "And all for the lifting of Jesus
on high." We read in the Epistle of Paul to the Philippians this
word: "For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ not
only to believe, but to suffer for His sake;" and this suffering
includes all and everything that presses upon the heart of a
child of God, and produces sorrow of mind.
In its primitive
sense, the Apostle wrote these words to encourage believers to
endure persecution arising from their confession of Christ, but it is of
equal application to all the family of God, to all the trials of the
wilderness, and all the heart-sorrows of the way. When called by
grace, the Lord's people have to travel on a new line, so they must
part company with persons and things that once were their heart's
delight. The unsatisfying nature of all that surrounds them, when the
light of life breaks into the soul, is often the first secrot trial to a
child of God. They pine for holiness, for the presence of Christ, and
for heaven. Their desire is to be carried in the arms of the Good
Shepherd, to be "dandled upon the knees," kissed with t,he kisses of
His mouth, listen to His voice, and realize His love.
These are the
secret longings and wishes of the heaven-born child. But the power of
evil within, association with the world without, the lawful and necessary claims of time-all these are hindrances that produce trial to the
heart without any outward cross. The child of God, in early days,
finds it hard work to live in two worlds at the same time-an outer'
and an inner world-and thus every member of the family, some way
or other, comes to prove at every step the truth of the Word, "Strait
is the gate, and narrow is the way, that leadeth unto life, and few
there be that find it."
"But," say some, "is there not a time of exemption from this-a time
of establishment, of rejoicing, of coming of age, of taking possession of
the property promised to the saints 7" Yes, truly, there is; but this
belongs to the spiritual kingdom that suffereth violence, and the
violent take it by force; but, when liberty and enlargement are
realized, the warfare with the world, sin, and Satan goes on as fierce,
and probably more fierce, than before.
Providences often clash with
promises; earnest attempts to do right often turn out wrong; buds of
hope are blighted, or, just when the field looks beautiful to the eye,
'WHERE
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the TIarvestman puts in His sickle, and down the crop falls.
God's
I eoplo are not Stoics. They have affections that are sources of afRiction while passing through the wilderness. Our Lord graciously
recognized the position of His people here below in these few but
expressive words, "These are in the world." This comprehends the
circumstances of their lot, the nature of their besetments, the difficulties of their path, the weight of their cross, and the amount of
strength to carry it. "Known unto God are all His works j" and
the favour to the saints is, "All things work together for
good to them who love God, to them who are called according to
His purpose j" and, amongst the "all things," a prominent blessing is
trial.
Th re are, amongst many others, three special benefits that God makes
use of through trial to convey to the saints. First, it leads to prayer and
intercourse with God. This is one notable use the Spirit makes of the
trials that attend the children of God in their wilderness course. ,Vhether
it be from earthly or spiritual sources j whether the case be. "Sir, come
down, ere my child die j " or, "God, be merciful to me, a sinner! I,
heaven-born souls must carry all their cases to God. The feeling is,
"Lord, to whom else should we go 1" and, whether in words or groans,
sighs or tears, the trouble must be told to God, whatever it may be j
and herein is blessing, apart from the answer, which may be long
delayed. It brings the child and the Father together, and there is
unity hetween a bruised heart and a crucified Saviour j there is intercourse between the Father and the child.
A second benefit under trial is, a felt need of a word from the Lord
to support faith and encourage hope. "Vhen all refuge fails, the soul
looks to the Scriptures for comfort-not the cold, careless duty of
Bible reading, but as a matter of dire necessity. There is a hurden
pressing that only One can remove j there is a void within only One
can fillllp j and the "Vord is the medium of support, the sweet source
of consolation. The case is met ill the 'Word. The feelings are there
described j the path is explained; the heart is encouraged; the burden
is lightlllletl, alltl the testimony is in unison with the royal Psalmist:
"Thy 'Wonl is :L lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path."
But if, under trial, a special promise be divinely spoken to the heart,
this is a stronger support to the soul. The word that comes with
power from God will often be carried in the hand of faith to God.
"Vhen a "Thou saidst" is got hold of through divine gift, the cry often
goes up, "Remember the wortI unto Thy servant upon which Thou
hast caused me to hope."
Amongst many other blessings bestowed upon the Church of God
throllgit trial, separation from the world may be named. The farther
saints proceed on the up-line of a heaven_born religion, the distance
increases that separates them from the down-line of the world, its
ways, its pursuits, its associations. The cry uttered by the spouse
suits the trave]]crs to Zion:" Tell me, 0 Thou whom my soul loveth,
where Thou fecdest, where Thou makest Thy Hocks to rest at noon."
The heart cries out for God, for the living God, and the living soul
desires fellowship with the Father, the love of Christ Jesus, and the
peace of the Holy Ghost. But these favours are not to be found in
3 A 2
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the paths of the destroyer, nor among boastful, unexercised professors,
who know no change, and scorn the tried, tempted, and trembling
believer. But" to him that is affiicted, pity should be shown," and
such look to God for support and comfort while travelling the solitary
path marked ou,t for them by Infinite Wisdom, for they will get no
"The heart knows its own
sympathy from professor or profane.
bitterness," from whatever source it may spring; but there is healing
in the wood of the tree of life that makes the bitter waters sweet to
the child of God. It is sweet when the Spirit leads the heart to
God by the cords of love, while He gently draws it off from the
world, puts a veil over all that once occupied the affections,
and makes the captive sinner obedient to the divine command,
"Come ye forth, and be separate, and touch not the unclean." Such
are Israelites indeed, to whom God speaks now as He did of
old by the prophet: "Thus saith the Lord, I remember. thee, the
kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals, when thou
wentest after Me in the wilderness, in a land that was not sown"
(Jeremiah ii. 2).
Nor are these idlers in Zion, who, as the world declares, "fold
their hands, and do nothing." They are exercised in spirit; their aim
is to glorify God in their home and in their vocation.
They desire
to walk according to the Gospel, and adorn it by an honest confession
of the truth as made known in their experience; and the trials
arising from the opposition of the world, their evil nature, and Satan,
make them seek the company of the people of God, and withdraw from
voluntary association with those who feel no interest in things divine.
But this is not in Pharisaic pride, which says, in effect, "Stand by
thyself; I am holier than thou." It springs from a sense of weakness;
from godly fear of being again entangled by the allurements of the
world; from a heart in union with the mind of the Spirit, that says,
"Love not the world, neither the things of the world: if any man
love the world, the love of the Father is not in him." Widely this
differs from monasticism, that flies from the duties and obligations of
life, owned and honoured by the God-Man Mediator while here below,
and enjoined by precept and example in the Book of God. John
Newton, of gracious memory, was wont to say, "If God sent an angel
in human form to sweep a street crossing, the only 8,pparent difference
between him and all other sweepers in London would be that the angel's
work was best done."
The usefulness of trials to the children of Cod was expressed
typically thus: "Every thing that may abide the fire, ye shall make
it go through the fire, and it shall be clean: nevertheless it shall be
purified with the water of separation;" and the promise to the Church
of God during this process in their time-state is of abiding efficacy:
"When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and
through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest
through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame
kindle upon thee." But the purifying and separating work on behalf
of the Church are found in Christ alone: "For He hath made Him
to be sin for us who knew no sin, that we might be made the
righteousness of God in Him."
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DEW-DROPS.
"He led them jorth by the 1'ight way, that they might go to a city of
habitation."-PSALM. cvii. 7.
MISTRUSTING and ungrateful Israel! Self-seeking, wandering, rebellious,
and erring people! Too often forgetful of "the multitude of His tender
mercies," provoking thy God in the land of Egypt. But what saith
thy God of thee ~ Does He condemn thee ~ Does He cast off His
children? Is He forgetful of thee in thine ingratitude to Him? What
saith the Scriptures? Tnrn to Psalm cvi., eighth verse, and you will
find that, in spite of all your waywardness, He still blesses thee with
undeserved mercies: "Nevertheless He saved them for His name's
sake." "Nevertheless -another of those precious links of Scripture, so
sweetly written to set forth the loving care, mercy, and graciousness of
our covenant God in Christ Jesus. "Nevertheless He saved them." In
spite of all their failings, all their shortcomings, "He saved them;" and
why? "For His name's sake." J ehovah will haye all the glory due
unto His name. Jehovah faileth not in the carrying out of all which
He has planned, purposed, and promised. They are chosen from all
eternity, and thus, in spite of all their weak, erring nature, all their
falls and fears and failings, they are preserved, redeemed, and saved, "for
His name's sake, that He might make His mighty power to be known."
And Israel's God is quite prepared for every emergency, and His omnipotent power just puts His children in the right path which is best for
them in this wilderness journey. Some need one tiling and some another,
and Israel's God :is He who can supply all their need. To some He
sees fit to appoint a thorny path, and not without a purpose. He knows
full well that exactly that path is needed to be gone over by that Olle.
He does not often give us smooth sailing. He cannot often trust us
with a holiday. He makes us feel our need of Him all the more by
making us rough it a little. At the same time He is such a tender
Father that He never permits His children to suffer molO than that
they are able to bear. Oh, what sweet comfort there is to think, "He
knows "-to realize that" He knoweth our frame," that He remembereth
our weakness, and that He is "touched with a feeling of our infirmities " !
Now, it is an interesting point to search out in Scripture the diversity
of ways and means in which the Lord J ehovah has guided His people
through their wilderness journey. "He led them about through the
wilderness "-not straight forward, not one smooth path all the way,
not one continued easy journeying straight to the land of promise, but
"He led them about;" and it was not without purpose, for He taught
them many needful lessons; He brought before them much of their
own weaknesses, and He showed them much of His almighty power.
It is a journeying which is always calling forth new energies, new
hopes, new desires. It is not always to be on the mountain top, and it
is not always to Le in the valley; but it is a journeying from strength
to strength, or descending into valley but to rise again on the next
hill, thus nearing daily-yea, hourly-the promised inheritance.
Now, bearing in mind the covenant care and keeping of our God towards
His children, let us look at the different circumstances into which they
are brought whilst in their wilderness state; and may it be that, in con-
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sidering them, the Holy Spirit may apply comfort and consolation to
our hearts, whilst they respond with a feeling sense of gratefulness to
Him for all His mercies. God has commanded Israel to cncamp before
Pihahiroth, in the wilderness; and, hearing of it, Pharaoh takes advantage of the circumstances and situation, and makes ready his chal'iot, and
begins his pursuit with his chosen men and their chariots. On Jlca,ring
the camp of Israel, their approach is perceived, and the children of Israel
begin to feel the dangerous position they are in. Moses, their leader,
assured of the mighty power of his God, bids them" Fear not!" because
that they should sce the salvation of their God. But doubtless there
were some timid ones amongst thom, somo of little faitb, some who could
not feel their trust in God so strong in the dark as in the light. The
divine command comes, "Speak unto the chilLlren of Israel, that they
go forward." ;, Go jOTWCt1'cl"! How is that possible 1 How is it more
possible than to go backward or sideways 1 Behind them are their
enemies, on either side of them rocky and mountainous regions, and in
front of them the Red Sea. Can He have forgot ton His love and care
for them 1 Can He have grown indifferent to their present urgent case 1
And yet, "Speak unto the children of Israel, that they go jOTwa1'cl."
Not backward, not to the right hand nor to the left, but "forward."
Beloved, have you ever been placed in such a strait? Have you ever been
utterly dismayed because of the hardness, or roughness, or perplexity of
the way 1 Have you ever received the command to "Go forward," when
you could have exclaimed, "Lord, almost any other way would have
been easier than that one at the present time" 1 Oh, that we could
always realize He works with a direct purpose for our good, and that.
He never would tell us to do an impossible thing! The children of
Israel proved Him as their triumphant, powerful, and glorious Leader
that day, and that He had not commanded an impossible thing to be
carried out, but had led them forward Himself, guided them to the
shores of the Red Sea, and had then made His omnipotent power to be
known by causing the sea to stand in a heap, so that His people should
go over as on dry land. You see, we sometimes lose sight of the fact
that He will make "all things work together for good to them that love
God, and are the called according to His purpose." The wonder is, that
we can distrust such a faithful PromiseI', for in everything He proves
Himself our faithful Friend and loving Father. If we tell Him of our
weaknesses, He gives us the promise of strength equal to the need. If
we are bowed down under the weight of some burden, He bids us cast
our burden upon Him. If we are weary and disheartened at the rough
and long way, He tenderly bids us, "Come unto Me." Most certainly
he often permits us to be disheartened, or sad, or cast down, but then
He knows it drives us nearer Jesus; so that, in every event of our life,
our God is working for our good and His glory. It might not have
been until Israel was safe across the Red Sea, secure from their enemies,
and preserved from the dangers connocted with the hurried journey-it.
might not have been, I say, until all these dangers were past-but I feel
assured that they did praise Him for having "led them forth by a right
way."
Turn, again, to the Book of Leviticus, and, amongst all the commands,
injunctions, and exhortations, we find rich promises of blessing: "I will

The Gospel Magazine.

727

givo peace in the land, and ye shall Ue down." There would be no
lying down if war were throughout the land. "But what land 1" say you j
"because there are always wars, rumours of wars, strife and bloodshedanything but peace around us. How can we call it 'peace,' and think
of lying down, none making us afraid 1" Ah! but J ohovah has a land
within a land. A little land certainly, but it is everlastingly secured
from all ~ttacks of the enemy, and peace reigns throughout lmmanuel's
land, for she has the God of peace for her King, and therefore the
people can "lie down" in safety.
Again, we are told t..o "walk in all the ways which the Lord your
God hath commanded j " and not only the command given to "walk,"
but the way wherein w~ should, is shown (Isa. xxx. 21). Naomi beseeches
h I' daughter-in-law to "sit still" at a time when her fluttery and
anxious spirit felt that anything would be easier accomplished just then
than to "sit still." But, beloved, it teaches us a sweet lesson j and how
much blessing should we find in store for us if we sometimes considered
and took Naomi's words of counsel home to our own hearts: "Sit still,
my daughter, until thou know how the matter will fall; for the man
will not be in rest until he have finished the thing this day" !
And, in glancing down the thirty-seventh Psalm, you will find quite
a cluster of these commands with promise. In the third verse, the
exhortation is to "trust in the Lord." "Delight thyself in the Lord"
follows in verse four; and further on we find, "Commit thy way unto
the Lord," and" Rest in the Lord." And, whilst running is spoken of
for some, walking is more expedient for another; so that, beloved, whilst
it is often very refreshing and comforting to compare one's experience
with another, it is always found that our God, who is so rich and full
of wisdom, has just suited the person to the peculiar experiences he has
been called to pass through, and that we could not transfer our own
experience to another; so that, if truly taught of God j if we have been
called upon to go forward, or run, or walk; if wo have been told to be
still or stand still, lie still or sit still j if we have been taught to wait,
or 'Sook, or call, wc shall be persuaded, sooner or later, that it was by
11 right way that He led us, by a right way He kept us, and by a right
way He brought us to the "city of habitation."
Ono other word before we close. Would you have the name of this
" city ot habitation" 1 Turn to the last chapter of Ezekiel, and you will
find it written, "And the name of the city from that day shall be, The
Lord is there." Does this not crown all 1 Does this not complete-yea,
rather, begin and carry through-the everlasting joy of the people of
this city 1 May Jehovah-Shammah be the Object of our bright desire
now, as He will assuredly be of the city whither He is leading us.

R.
"VE spend much time in learning useloss things, but not enough in
opening the folds amI doubles of the heart.
" WATCH" and" I'RAY" are two monosyllables which easily slip off the
tongue, and yet they contain the great rule of Christianity as given by
its great Author. _
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(Continuedf1'01n page 672.)

SOME years ago, a gracious woman told me that, on one occasion, she
was out walking with her aged uncle, also a gracious man, and
deacon of a Church for many years, whom I knew very well, and, as
they were walking, they came to a place where there was a donkey
feeding, and it had a rope tied to its foot, and on the other end of
the rope was a large club attached, so that, when the donkey had
gone so far, it received a check from the club, and could go no further.
She said, "Uncle, that donkey seems to have an owner who wishes to
take great care of him." He said, " Why, what makes you think so ~"
She said, "Because he has put a club on its foot to prevent its straying."
He said, "True, my dear niece, and what a lesson wc may learn from
that; for the Lord often puts a club on His own children to check them
in their ·wild career, and to bring them to know that they have an
Owner who wishes to take care of them; and, when they are inclined
to stray beyond His allotted limits, they feel the check of His club,
and hear His voice, too, saying, 'Hitherto, and no further; and here
shall thy proud waves be stayed.'"
Now, my dear friends, the Lord was pleased to put His club on
my foot at the time of which I am now writing, and I have worn
it above thirty-one years, and expect to wear it to the cnd of my
time on earth; and, .in 'ooking back, I can trace many blessed, though
painful, checks whicn I have received from it, to keep me in the
way I should go. What a mercy it is to have such an Owner, who
does not leave us to our own free will, but leads and keeps us in the
paths of righteousness, for His name's sake; and, thou~h He sometimes
feeds us with the bread and water of affliction, yet He will make us
to hear His blessed voice, saying unto us, "This is the way; walk ye
in it;" and then we are sweetly drawn up out of the wilderness,
leaning upon our Beloved. A few moments of this union and communion compensates for all our sufferings, and we can say with the
Apostle, "For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not
worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us;"
for"Though painful at present, 'twill cease before long,
And then, oh, how pleasant the conqueror's song! "
~ Yes, my dear mother and I spent a happy Christmas together,
though under such painful prospects. The Lord having raised up such
a kind friend for me at such a time, when all hope appeared to be cut
off, seemed-yea, did increase our faith, hope, and trust in the goodness
and mercy of God, and together we thanked God, and took courage.
She stayed two days with me, and then went home. When we parted,
sho said, "My poor child, I fear that thou art done, and wilt never be
able to work again to earn thy own living; but thou art in the hands
of God, and I feel sure that He will do what is right, for He is' too
wiae to err, and too good to be unkind.' I shall long to hear from thee
after thou hast seen Mr. Gardiner on New Year's Day, as thou art asked
to do."
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On New Year's Day, 1850, at ten o'clock in the morning, I went to
12, Cavendish Place, as Mrs. Gardiner had told me to do, and
wondered what was about to take place.
When I got there, I was
shown into Mr. Gardiner's room, and he received me with such a kind
and friendly greeting, and inquired how I was, and how I had spent
• the Christmas, and if my mother had been with me, and much more,
too long to repeat here; to all of which I replied with tears of gratitude,
for I could not keep them back: so very kind was his manner, and all
he had done for me, a perfect stranger to him a few weeks before. I
found that he had been to my employers at Weston, and they had all
spoken of me to his entire satisfaction. After this information, and some
good counsel and advice, he said, "I fear you will not be able to retul'll
to your employment for a long time, if ever you do again, though I find
that all who have employed you at IVeston would be glad to have you
back; but that, I fear, will be out of the question henceforth, from the
·doctor's report, so we must see what can be done in another direction.
For the present, I want you to take out these notes for me. A little
gentle exercise will do you good. Do not walk too fast, take yoUI' time,
and, when you have delivered them, come back here." He gave me one
or two to see if I could read the addresses, which I could, and then
h bade me good morning, with the injunction to come back when I
had done. In about two hours I came back, having delivered all the
n tes. He had gone out, but Mrs. Gardiner said very kindly, "Go into
the kitchen, and the cook will give you some dinner." When I had done,
sh gave me two shillings, and said, "You have now done for to-day. Go
home and rest, and come again io-morrow morning at the same time.
Mr. Gardiner will want you again." With what a thankful heart I
went home, and wrote to my mother, and told her all about it! And,
moreover, the truth began to dawn upon me that Mr. Gardiuer was
(loing this to provide me with the means to live till I should be able
to work again at something to earn my living j and he did it in this way
hecause it should not appear as charity. When this truth became
manifest, what love and thankfulness I felt to him and the Lord for
this provision, maLle for me in such an unexpected manner, when
otherwise I must have gone to the poor-house. For three months that
good man provided for me ill this way, and never relaxed nor grew
cold, but was the same from first to last; and one day, when giving
me the two shillings as usual, he said, "The Lord has given me more
than I want, and I am only glad when I can find a worthy object on
which I can bestow a little of what He has given me, for I am only
His steward, and must give to Him an account of my stewardship; and,
as for myself, I have enough, for I can say with the poet0,

" '''Ve want but little here below,
Nor want that little long.'"
Although I was so very kindly treated, yet I did not get strong,
and my body began to swell as well as my leg. I had a good appetite,
yet. my food, of which I had plenty, did not seem to strengthen me at
all, and the doctor was puzzled what to do, for he said he had tried
all he knew, but it seemed not to take the desired effect. One day
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Mr. Gardiner said to me, "Have you any relatives anywhere besidesyour native place, where you could go for a little time 7 A change
may do you good 7" I said, "I have an aunt residing at Dursley, in
Gloucestershire, who is well to do, but I have only seen her once in my
life, and that was when I was a child. Her husband's name is - - - ,
and he is a fly and carriage proprietor; but they being so well to do, •
and we so poor, we have had but very little to do with thom." He
said, "I know them well. I formerly resided in that neighbourhood,
and have used their carriages many times, and I thought them very nice
people. I think you cannot do better than go and see them in your
state; and, being a relative, they will surely treat you well; and a short
time there may, by God's blessing, do you good, so go at once;" which I
did, the same day, and he gave me the money to pay my fare, and said,
" You will not want for anything while you are there. If you do, let me
know; and, if your annt does not receive you kinuly, send me word at
once, for your mind must be kept easy, or your bouy will receive no
benefit."
I thanked him with all my heart for his kind considr,ration, and
started by the next train for Bristol, and arrived at tho Dursley and
Berkeley Road Station in the evening. This was in February. I found
three of my cousins at the station, with the flys to take passengers to
Dnrsley, which was three miles. They had never seen mu before, nor
I them; in fact, they did not know that such a person was in existence.
I mentioned my mother's name, who was their mother's sister. They said,
" Oh, yes; we have heard of Aunt Fanny; and so you are her eldest
son 7" I said, "I am." They then said, "We are glad to see you,
cousin, so come home with us, and we are sure you will be welcome,
and mother and father will be glad to sec you. But we are sorry to
see you so poorly in health; h'Owever, we will soon get you all right, if
possible." So I went with them, and their kind words cheered me a
little.
When we got to the house, they helped me out of the fly and led
me in, and they said, "Mother, we have brought a cousin home with us,
one of Aunt Fanny's sons; and he has been a long time very ill, and
wants nursing up a bit. We will soon get him all right again, won't
we, mother 7" But she did not speak; but the look of scorn and
hatred which she cast upon me I shall never forget. The others did not
see it, but I did, and felt it too, acutely. She made a show of receiving
me, and we sat down to tea. After that was over, she asked me to
come into another room with her, and she shut the door, and then she
turned upon me in a rage, and said, "What have you como here for 7"
I told her all the circumstances of my illness, and my present state in
consequence, and that I had been advised to have a change of air and
scene, if I had anywhere I could go to; and I said, "I thought of you,
and hoped that, if I came to you, you would have some sympathy
with your own sister's son, who has novel' visited you before." I purposely forbore to mention Mr. Gardiner's name. After that first look, I
had made up my mind what to uo. She said, "True, you have never
visited me before, and I did not want you now. I have tried to keep
from my children all their lives that I have such a poor beggarly lot
belonging to me; but they do find out some things, and I cannot help
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it; so they have heard that they have an Aunt Fanny, but they do
not know what position she is in, and you be sure not to tell them;
and you can stay here a fow days for appearance's sake, but mind and
keep your mouth shut about your position. I am glad you are so well
dressed; you are no disgrace to me any way in that respect; but get
away as soon as you can." I said, "You may be assured that I shall."
We then returned to the family. My uncle received me kindly. He
knew all the hi,toryof his wife's family, and now the children wanted
to know it too, as they had one of them amongst them; but their
mother said, "Your cousin is too much fatigued to talk to-night; I
will show him to hi,,; room;" which she did, with another admonition to
kAep my mouth shut. I asked her for pen and ink, as I had a letter to
writ. " What!" she said, "can you write ~" I said, ,. Yes." She
brought it to me, and I wrote a letter to Mr. Gardiner, as he wished me·
t do, and I told him all the treatment which I received from my aunt.
By the next post I received a letter from him, in which he said, "Come
back as soon as you can get away. Your mind must not be upset that
way, or you will get worse instead of better. I am deceived in your
relations, but, of course, I knew them under different circumstances. I
did not think your aunt would have treated you so, but what will not
Fide do ~ Come to me as soon as you retuI'll." I told my relatives.
at dinner that I shoulc1 return to Bath the next day. My cousins and
unclo said, "What! so soon ~ Why, you are but just come, and you are
no bettor yet! Surely you will stay a week or two." My aunt said,
"How is it you are going so soon ~" I said, "I have a letter from the
Rev. George Gardiner, who has been a good friend to me ever since I
have been ill j and he knew I was coming to you, and he said that he
formerly knew you when he lived in this neighbourhood, and he thought
it would be a good place for me to come to, but now he wishes me to
return, and I must obey him." My aunt gave me a look which told me
:ts plain as words that she r..ow knew the sectet of that letter I wrote
after I came, and she said, "Why did you not tell us about Mr. Gardiner
when you came ~" By this I know it would have made a difference in
her reception of me if I had. I left the next day, as I had said 1" should.
Privately, I said, "Good-bye, aunt; it is the first time, and you may feel
assured it will be the last;" and it was, for in less than eighteen months
she had gono to that bourno from whence no traveller returns, and her
pride laid low in the dust. Oue of my cousins drove me to the station,.
and oxpressed his regret and surprise at this sudden recall, and could
not think what was, or could bc, the cause of it, especially as I came
on a visit for the benefit of my health. I did not enlighten him, for
she was his mother.
I h:tve been the more particular in relating this circumstance, as I
have known and heard of many such in my life, so that my experience
was no excoption to the rule. Yet it was strange to me then, and contrary to my own natural feelings; for I felt, and always have, that, if
a dog belonging to any of my kith and kin had come to me, I would
have dono the uest I could for him. However, it taught me a profitable
lesson, which I hilve never forgotten. The next morning after my
return, I wen t as usuill to my kind friend and benefactor. He received
me kindly, ,~1Il1 expressed his sorrow at the painful lesson which I had.
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been taught in this matter, and we never referred to it again, but went
{)n as before.
By the end of March I felt strong enough to try :mcl do something
to earn my living; but what to do 1 knew not, for I felt I could not
l'eturn to myoid employment, and I knew no other, having ncver learnt
anything else. But, in the first week in April, I heard that :t porter
was wanted at Fort's, the confectioner's, in Milsom Street. Wh:tt that
was to do I knew not; but I at once applied for it, and was eng:tged
at five shillings a week, and my board (except Sundays). I went and
told my kind friend, Mr. Gardiner, what I had done, and he said, "Well,
I hope you will be able to do the work. You will have a good master.
I know him well. It is your constitution I am afraid of. You will have
many changes hom heat to cold; nevertheless, you are in the hands of
God. Always remember that He is watching over you; and, when you
are in any trouble, take it to Him. He will always listen to you, and, if
He does not give relief in your time, He will in Ilis own; and that
you will always find to be the best, however long you may have to
wait for it." He commended me to God and His grace, and he and
Mrs. Gardiner bade me an affectionate farewell; and thus ended one of
the most precious and sweetest earthly connections I evcr had. In a
short time, to my great sorrow, I heard that he with his family had
left Bath altogether, and was gone to Germany, and I have never heard
of him since; but there has always been a grateful remembrance of
him in my heart-yea, and ever will while I am in the body, for his
manifold kindness to me. I went to my new employment, and, although
jt was new to me, I tried my best to give satisfaction; but my leg
began to swell at times, awl was very painful from having to walk so
much in carrying out the goods; yet I pcrsevered, and gave myself all
t,he rest I could when not obliged to be at work, and lived in hope
from day to day.
About this time, my friend, Mr. Cromwell, asked me to go before
the Church and give my experience, and be baptized. I said, "No, my
friend, I cannot, for I have not the assurance that I am one of God's
children." Yet he said, "From what you have told me, I believe that
the work of grace is begun in your soul for many years past; and, if
:;0, that is one evidence that you are one of His children; and I am
satisfied to such an extent that I can willingly receive you as a brother
in Christ, for I am assured that He who has begun that good work in
your soul will not leave it unfinished, but will perform it to the day
.of Jesus Christ." I said, "I believe in the ordinauce of baptism as a
Gospel institution to be attended to by all true believers in Jesus Christ;
but II am not satisfied that I am the believer in question, for, while I
believe in all the doctrines of grace-the love of 'God the Father
toward all the elect; the redemption of God the Son of all the
elect; the effectual calling of God the Holy Ghost of everyone
whom God the Father loved, and God the Son redeemed-and
I have sometimes hoped that He has called me by His grace,
yet I have not the assurance of faith in my soul.
I can
believe for others, but not for myself; and, until I can, I cannot
go through the ordinance of baptism, until it shall please the Lord
to-

Tile Gospel lIIagazille.

733

" 'Assure my conscience of her p:lrt
In the Redeemer's blood.'

"Then, and not till then, I shall be willing to be baptized in His.
dear and precious name;" and that subject was never mentioned
between him and me again, for he saw that I was firm, and I believethat he respected me for my firm decision in the matter.
I continued in my situation abont fonr months, when I was obliged
to leave, for, as Mr. Gardiner had said, I found that the alterations from
heat to cold-sometimes in the bakehouse, sometimes from there to the
icehouse, aod then out of doors on errands-my constitution would not
stand it; and I was again laid up in the hospital, where I stayed a few
weeks under the same Dr. Falconer; and I must here make this record.
tha.t no man in his profession could be more kind and faithful to any
one than he was to me, from first to last; and I was under him at
times for many years. After I left the hospital this time, I did not
know what to do. The hand of the Lord seemed to be against me on
every ham1; yea"with His own hand He seemed
Intent to aggravate my woe;
Crossed all the fair designs I schemedBlasted my gourds and laid me low."

I went to Weston, to see myoid master and mistress Reid. They
received me kindly, amI treated me as one of the family returned home
again; but it was not to be thought of that I should return to their
work again, even if they needed me, in my unsettled state of health;
and my mistress said, "Oh, J ames, I sometimes think, if you had never
left us when you were well cared for, you would not have had that
fever, and brought all this misery upon yourself." I said, "Yes, I have
believed so too, many times, that I wrought my own ruin when I left
this precious home, as it was to me for one year, ever to be remembered
by me while I live." "'VeIl, cheer up, James; we all do wrong sometimes; but, as we say, it is no use to cry over shed milk. Good may
come out of apparent evil." I spent a happy day with them, and
returneu to form my pl:.tns for the future; and I thought a change
would do me good, and I would go to Bristol, and see if I could hear
of anything there; so the next uay I went, and there I heard of a man
being wanted to work in a garden near Weston-super-Mare. I went
down and got the place, and worked through the autumn; but in
November I caught cold, and was obliged to give up that place, and
returned to Bath, and was again in the hospital, with my leg swollen
so badly that I could scarcely walk at all. Now I was near giving
up in despair. "It is no use trying again," I said; "I may as well
give up, :LIIU go into the poor-house, and there end my miserable life."
I left the hospital again in a few weeks, and all at once I thought
of Mr. Mooc1y. He had been in London about eight years, and he had
got work for some of his friends from Frome, and they were settJed
there near him, anu I felt a desire to go and see him. I went home
to Buckland, to talk to my mother about it, but she tried to dissuade
me from it, as perhaps he was such a great man now, he would not
take any interest in us, and I should have my journey for nothing; and
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I might be laid up there with illness, and then what should I do in
·,that great city, among strangers ~ But all she could say could not turn
me from it j so she gave a reluctant consent, and I started off to walk
to London the first week in December-one of the most wild-goose
chases I ever took in my life, as it eventually proved to bc.
CTo be continued.)

THE SACRIFICES OF PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING.
(Extmeted from the Report of the t'eeent Clifton Conferellce, pltbtislwd by I. E. Cltileolt,
Clare Street, B1'i,tol.)

THE Rev. D. A. DOUDNEY said :-1 am very glad that the dear fi'iend
and brother who has just spoken said a word or two to the mourner,
to the anxious inquirer, to the doubting and fearing, for it brought to
my recollection a visit that I paid, nearly forty yea,rs ago, to a friend in
Ipswich. He was a mourner; he was a convinced sinner j he had been
led by the Holy Ghost to discover tha,t "a,11 his righteousness was but as
filthy rags;" and his acknowledgment of sin was not merely formal,
pretentious, but heartfelt. Among other things, he said, "There i(J just
one ground of hope that I have, and that is, in reference to the man at the
Pool of Bethesda, of whom it was said that Jesus knew that' he had been
now a long time in that case' "-thirty-and-eight years-and he took
comfort from the thought that the self-same Jesus who knew all about
that man and his circumstances, at the Pool of Bethesda, knew also all
about him. Now, he who had made that remark was none other than
the writer of that most precious hymn you sang this morning, " A mind
at perfect peace with God." I do not know a hymn that contains more
thoroughly the sum and substance of the Gospel; I know of no hymn
that deals in a higher and more glorious and Christ-exalting strain than
this hymn. Do allow me just to read two verses of it"So near, so very near, to God,
I cannot nearer be;
For, in the Person of His Son,
I am as near as He.
"So dear, so v8'l'y dear, to God,
More dear I cannot be ;
The love wherewith He loves His Son,
Such is His love to me."

Need any poor sinner despair after such a testimony as that ~ I do
pray that God the Holy Ghost may encourage any poor anxious sinner,
when looking at himself and mourning over himself-and the more
he looks at himself, the more ground he will have to mourn-to take
courage and comfort from the thought that what the Lord did for the
man at the Pool of Bethesda, and what He did for the writer of that
hymn, He is able to do for him likewise.
Now, a few plain words on the subject which has been brought before
us to-day, "The Priesthood of God's Own People." One blessed privilege
of these priests is to offer praise and thanksgiving. I think, in our
wretched selfishness, and in our anxiety to get rid of trouble and to
be at ease, though in a waste, howling wilderness, we forget what behoves
I
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us with regard to pmise and thanksgiving. You remember what the
Lord says in the fiftieth Psalm: "Call upon Mc in the Llay of trouble: I
will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me." Again, the Lord says,
"Whoso offereth praise glorifieth Me;" and the Apostle, in his memorable exhortation, says, "Be careful for nothing." Do not be overanxious about any matter, anything that presses, anything that troubles
you, anything that gives you anxiety; carry it to the Lord. " Be
careful for nothing; but in everything, by prayer and sup!)lication, with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known unto God." I often say
to my dear people, "Endeavour to preface prayer with praise." Some
may say, "I do not think, if you knew my position at this moment,
you would consider mine was a case for praise." Don't you 1 What!
in the face of the letters you heard yesterday and to-day 1 Contrast
your position with the many positions brought before us in those touching appeals for prayer, ~ and do you think you would like to change
with them 1 'What about "The Changed Cross 1" Did you ever read
that remarkable leaflet without coming to the conclusion, " Well, I think
the writer is right. I would sooner be as I am, and have to bear what
I have, rather than change. The Lord knows best" 1
Observe a few motives for praise. A friend spoke to me two or three
days ago about his anxiety for the future of' his children. I am one
that glories in covenant verities. I rejoice in the testimony of the
Psalmist, when he says, "Although my house be not so with God, yet
He hath m"de with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things
and sure; for this is all my salvation and all my desire, although He
mako it not to grow." But, in the face of these covenant verities-the
unchanging" I wills" and the" they shaHs" of a covenant God-I would
not give a straw for that man's religion who has no concern about the
spiritual and eternal well-being of his children. Some, however, may
say, "But do you think this ground for pmise, even in connection with
the eternal interests of children 1" Yes, I do. I think it is ground for
praise,- for, if so be the Holy Ghost hath enkindled in YOUI' heart, as
a parent, an intense anxiety for the spiritual welfare of your children,
I consider that anxiety to be of His own divine operation-that He has
implanted and enkindled it-and, wherever He has awakened a desire,
He will undoubtedly fulfil His Word, "The desire of the righteous
shall be granted."
I think it behoves parents to let their children know their anxieties,
not merely for their spiritual interests, but that they should let them
know likewise what arc their perplexities, and what their pressing
troubles. I hold in my hand a letter, from which I will read a short
extract. It is a remarkable case, and I wish you to hear it just in proof
of how the eye of the Lord is upon His people, and that there is
nothing too simple, nothing too plain, nothing too minute for Hi!? to
give heed to. [After stating a fact of recent occurrence in the expel'lence
of the writer of the letter, Dr. DOUDNEY read an extract.]
-

., As usual, a lllrge number of requests for prayer and praise were presented at
the Oonferencc. TIle letters embraced a great diversity of cases, well calc,ulated,
from their variety aud acuteness, to suggest grounds for thankfulness, III that
this that and the other trial were spared to those whose attentlOn was called
to ;uch painful and, in some instances, heart-harrowing details.
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"The remark [says the writer] which you made in the September
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, about children watching their parents' prayers and
thankfulness, puts me much in mind of my own little ones, and makes
me think, 'Perhaps we may be passing through these providential straits
that they, in their wild youth, may have these things laid to heart.' The
two middle ones often lisp out, ' Oh, mamma, this is all mgs; may I ask
God to send me a new one?' And, on the sight of any new thing
they may be wearing, they ask the question, 'Did God send that,
mamma 1'''
Now, I stand here to-night as a living witness of how the Lord is
pleased to make use of the troubles of parents, when perhaps those parents
have not the least conception of the fact, and that thus in very early
life there is laid a foundation which afterwards the Lord is pleased, in
a most marked and gracious way, to lead to the personal exercise, and
to the experimental testing, of those principles, and of those precepts
and exhortations, which were laid before them by their parents.
I want, however, to throw out a few more suggestions with regard to
the ground for praise. Have we not cause to pmise Him for His pity?
Oh, the pitifulness of our God! Oh, the tender compassions of our
God! Oh, how lovingly and graciously He ratifies and confirms His
Word, that, " like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them
that fear Him: for He knoweth our frame; He remembereth that we
are dust."
Then, have we not ground to praise Him for His patience? How glad
I was to hear Mr. BARNE say yesterday, in his opening address, that we
sin in all we do. We sin in preaching, we sin in praying, we sin in
almsgiving, we sin in everything. What he said was in perfect harmony
with the remark of dear old Bishop BEVERIDGE, " I cannot pray but I sin,
I cannot preach but I sin, I cannot give alms but I sin j my prayers need
praying over again, and my very tears need washing." Then I was very
thankful when I heard Mr. SARGENT speak about" the ignorant and out of
the way." He that lutds in the way will keep us in the way. But for that
keeping in the way, we should turn away to the right or to the left
with the very first temptation by which we were assailed.
You
remember what the Psalmist says: "So foolish was I, and ignorant:
I was a.s a beast before Thee." We cannot but contemplate with
gratitude His patience! His patience !
I am glad that the unchanged. state of the old nature has been insisted
on. One of the speakers this morning stated that, instead of getting better,
it grows worse. I thought directly of the Psalmist. Did David, as a
young man, do what he did as an older man ~ "That which is born of
the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit." There
is no improvement in the flesh. It gets worse and worse and worse j
and upon this ground the aged-yea, those upon the very threshold of
the better land-will have to cry with their last breath, " God, be merciful
to me, a sinner!" Away with your creature perfection! I have often
said, you may as well look into hell itself as into your own hearts-vile!
filthy! devilish!
I met, a few weeks ago, a young clergyman at the station, and
sympathized with him upon the loss of his aged father, who died a
few days before, at the advanced age of eighty-one. "Well," said I,
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"how was it at the last ~
his last words wereU

'Vvas it peace ~ "

Just as I am, without one plea,
But that Thy blood was shed for me,

I
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He said, in reply, that

And that Thou bidst me come to Thee,
0 Lamb of God, I come!"

Our dear friend, Mr. INSKIP, said yesterday that we must go first with
the blood J I could not help thinking that we mnst go last with the
blood likewise. Mark that memorable statement in the Hebrews, where
the Apostle says, "For ye are not come unto the mount that might be
to:J.ched, and that burned with fire;" and respecting which Moses said,
"I exceedingly fear and quake; " "but ye are come unto Mount Zion,
and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an
innumerable company of angels;" to "Jesus, the Mediator of the new
covenant;" and it is added, "to the blood ofsprinkling, that speaketh better
tbings than that of Abe!." We must go first with the blood, and we
must go last with the blood!
Then have we not cause to thank Him, to praise Him, to adore
Him for His providential care? His kind provision 1 His watchfulness over us ~
The very stones in the street might cry out if 1
were not to speak well of His name. This day closes the twenty-third
year of my imperfect ministry in Bristol; and there sits upon
the platform this evening a dear friend of mine who forty years
:I,go encouraged me, when he called UpOl~ me in the midst of a
largo business in the City of London, and saId, "You have no right
here; you ought to be in the ministry." Dear Lord RODEN, his cousin,
was with him at the time; and, when the. Lord was pleased to place
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE in my hands, in the month' of May, 1840, he
was one of the first to write to me and say, "I wish you good luck in
the name of the Lord." Hence, I flay, if I did not speak well of His
name, the 1;'ory stones in the street might cry out. I speak thus, as God
is my Witness, not to call attention to self, but to say a word of
.mcouragement to the young and the a.nxious-those who are lookinoforward to the journey of life-those who contemplate, as well they
may contcmpbte, the difficulties a.nd dangers, the many entanglements
:l,nd ensna.rements, which prevail.
The self-same almighty and allgracious One who led one of the most fearful, one of the most timid,
one of the most doubting and all-but-despairing of creatures, is He not
~tble to support and sustain you likewise 1 Can He not confirm His
\Vord in you as well a.s in the poor sinner that now addresses you: "My
grace is sufficient for thee: My strength is made perfect in weaknesst ~
One thought more. Ha.ve we not ground for praising Him for
the prospect? Oh, what a prospect! Those in advanced years, like
myself, may naturuJly think of these interesting gatherings, "Well,
this may be our last Conference; this probably our last meeting on
c:lrth;" and, of course, it must be so with regard to many. We shall
never all meet down here again; but oh, have we not cause to praise,
to bless, to a.dore Him for the prospect of meeting above ~ What a
meeting that! Kot to break up at the close of the second day, as now.
Oh, no; but an eterna.l Conference-an endless meeting-in which we
t-;hall llninterruptedly bless, praise, and adore His great and ever-gloriou'l
nalllLl for ever and ever!
3 n
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POPERY AS IT WAS AND IS.
A CORRESPONDENT has sent us the annexed document, which he says
he has had in his possession for thirty years, stating, at the same time,
its application to the year 1881 as much as in 1851. When, however,
we consider the downward course of both England and Scotland during
that lengthened interval, as far as Protestantism is concerned, we feel
that the warning words herein given, upon the part of the General
Assembly of the Church of Scotland, havo ten-fold significancy now as
compared with the circumstances under which the protest was then
made.
If, thirty years ago, it was deemed necessary to give the cautionary
word about "mere Ritualism in religion," what shall wo say now,
when we c9ntemplate the lamentable fact that few aro the places of
so-called spiritual worship, either in or out of the Establishment, which
are not more or less under the influence of this "religious epidemic"~'
Heart-work, vitality, the personal experience of "the truth as it is in
Jesus," applied and brought home to the soul and the conscience by
God the Holy Ghost, has its substitute in the outward, the formal, the
ceremonial-that mere will-worship against which the Apostle protests,
in his Epistle to the Colossians, as having" indeed a show of wisdom
in will-worship, and humility, and neglecting of the body." Ritualism
has been well described as "veiled Romanism." The well-known practices
of Romanism are an appeal to the senses. To this Ritualism lends
itself, and then. little by little, prepares its votaries for persisting in
the course to which it, sooner or later, leads, namely, the open avowal
of Roman Catholicism. The annexed is copied from the lJ1o'rning Post
of December 5th, 1851 : GENERAL ASSEMBLY'S PASTORAL LETTER AGAINST
ROMANISM.
The last General Assembly of the Church of Scotland having given instructiens to prepare a public admonition "with special reference to Protestant
truth in opposition to Popish error," the following pastoral letter has just
been issued :DEARLY BELOVED BRETHREN,-It is doubtless well known to you that our
national Church has, in all periods of her history, exhibited the most earnest
watchfulness against the evils of Popery; and that many and urgent injunctions have been from time to time addressed by her General Assemblies to
the pastors of the Church, to set forth in their ministrations the peculiar
doctrines of the Protestant faith, for the instruction of the flocks committed
to their charge, so that the mischievous errors of the Romish system might
be apprehended by her people in their true character.
We refer to such instances of watchfulness and godly solicitude, on the
part of our national Church, with the most fervent gratitude to the God of all
grace; and we now address our faithful people on the subject under the deep and
painful conviction that never in the history of these lands was there a more
urgent demand for renewing such injunctions to the pastors of the Church, and
for repeating such warnings in the hearing of the flocks committed to their
charge. We desire to cherish a deep and devout sense of our responsibility
io Him who hath been pleased to commit to us, as ministers of His Word
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and rulers in His house, the spiritLU~l oversight of your souls.~ We desire to
speak to you, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the
Holy Ghost teacheth, looking unto the Father of Lights for grace unto us
that we may so speak, and unto you that you may so hear, that the name of
God may in all things be glorified.
We deem it unnecessary to refer to any of the circumstances proving the
present revived in.fluence of Popery in this country, and no one can be
ignorant of this fact. No one can shut his eyes to the usurping pretensions
by which, more especially in the southern portion of this kingdom, the
Romish hierarchy is now labouring to re-establish its former ascendancy, and
to the progress which, during the last few years, Popish opinions and usages
have been making among certain classes of the community. No one can
require to be told that, even within our own portion of the empire, some of
the most offensive of the superstitions of Popery have been recently gaining
ground in quarters the most influential. It is high time, therefore, that we
bestir ourselves; and we desire, under these painful impressions, to call upon
our faithful people, even as it were in the bowels of Jesus Christ our Lord, to
be watchful lest they fall into the delusions of Antichrist.
Popm'y has justly been desC1-ibed CtS the great corruption of Ch?·istianity.
It is Satan's grand device for destroying the souls of men, through the perversion of that Gospel which was designed to be "the power of God unto
salvation." It is a huge fabric of heresies and superstitions, slowly and skilfnlly
reared amid the deepening gloom of ages of darkness, and standing forth at
length, in full development, the very masterpiece of the policy of the father
of lies.
The doctrine of Popery is in direct hostility to the doctrine of Christ,
on the momentous question, What is the rule of faith? While admitting the
SC1'iptttres to be the Word of God, the Romanist asserts what is wholly inconsistent with their high claims as containing the rule of faith to man. The
Romish p?'iesthood, styling themselves "the Church," claim, as by divine right,
absolute power to withhold from the laity the omcles of God-to put upon
them the interp?'etation which all must receive as of divine authority, and
to supply thei?' s'upposed deficiqncies by trC!ditions alleged to have been handed
from the Apostles of the LO?'d, ancl committed to the exclusive stewardship
of the Chw·ch. In opposition to this fatal error, all the Churches of the
Reformation have received grace from God to maintain that the only rule of
faith is contained in the Scriptures, and to declare it to be at once the high
privilege and the imperative duty of all men to "search the Scriptures" for
themselves. In these God is pleased to speak directly and immediately to the
conscience, and in language level to the apprehension of all. We earnestly
declare to you the duty devolving upon every man, instead of receiving
implicitly the interpretation which may have been put.by any human instructor
upon the divine testimony contained in the inspired volume, to bring to the
touchstone of that infallible testimony all the doctrines and opinions of men.
In like manner, we declare to you, and we entreat you to hold it fast, as a
truth of high importance, that the Scriptures, of themselves, are amply
sufficient to make even the wayfaring man, although he may be a fool, wise
unto salvation. "Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits
whether they be of God." "To the law and to the testimony; if they speak
not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them."
Again, the doctrine of Popery stctnds in direct hostility to the doctrine of
Clwist, on the momentow; question, What is the foundation of the sinnm"s
hope towa?'ds God? How may the sinner be justified before God, and have
wa?'?'antable access to the p?'esence of God? This is the grand question
demanding the attention of evm'y human being. God hath graciously provided in His blessed Gospel the true reply to the question; and only in so
far as any Church, in her accredited standards and her daily ministrations,
confesses the truth which the Gospel thus declares, can she be warrantably
3 R 2
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regarded as a faithful witness for God. But what is the doet,'ine of Popery
j'egarding justification? It is wholly in opposition to the d'ivine W01'd. In
the Gospel, Jesus Christ is presented to us as our Wisdom, our Righteousness,
our Sanctification, our Redemption. In the articles of the Popish faith, He
occupies a widely different place. He is designated, indeed, as the Saviour,
and His death is represented as the price of our redemption; but, nevertheless,
the hope of sinful man is practically represented as resting on a very different
foundation. The sinner is directed to loole for justification, not exclusively to
His righteousness, but to good WQ1'les, to the mediation of the Virgin MM'y,
and to the intercession of the saints, In opposition to the errors of such a
system, by which the grace of God is made void, we earnestly charge and
beseech you to hold fast the doctrine of justification by faith alone in the
righteousness of God. The Gospel of Christ is affirmed by the Apostle Paul,
in the Epistle to the Romans, to be " the power of God unto salvation to every
one that believeth." A special reason is also assigned of tbe wondrous efficacy
so ascribed to it, namely, that therein is the righteousness of God revealed,
The truth thus testified respecting the Gospel must be held fast by you, if
you would desire to be preserved from the delusions of Antichrist-your
confidence must be placed wholly and exclusively in Jesus Christ-you must
abide in Him, trusting in His obedience and sacrifice as the ground of your
acceptance with God, looking io Him as the great High Priest and Intercessor
withiH. the veil, and counting all things but loss for the excellency of the
knowledge of Him as the only Mediator between God and man.
We require specially to wal'n you against the unscriptural and dangm'ous
doctrines of R01nanism concerni.ng the Church and the ministej's of religion.
The Church, instead of consisting of all who profess the true faith, is represented as but one visible society, distinguished not so much by purity of
doctrine and morals, as by its particular form of government. The priesthood,
falsely mTogating to themselves dil,ine atbthority transmitted by unfailing
.mccession from the Apostles, impi01bsly aSSU1ne the offices of Christ, the only
Mediator, exercising dominion OV6j' the faith and consciences of men, Q1'anting
'indulgencies with absolution of sins, prying through the confessional into the
secrets of the heart, and, by the doctrine of pUl'gatory, wielding the powers both
of this w01,ld and of that which is to come. They make the efficacy of Christ's
ordinances depend, not on His blessing, and the working of His Spirit in
them that by faith receive them, but on the virtue of their own administration
of them. They determine men's relation to the Saviour, not by their faith
in His Word, but by their connection with the visible Church; and, presumptuously confounding their own particular Church with the mystical
body of the Redeemer, they exclude from the possibility of salvation the
members of other Churches, though holding the truth, confessing the name
of Jesus, and distinguished by all the fruits of righteousne~s. While they
assign to the preaching of the Word a very subordinate place, they delude
the people by false miracles and fabulous legends of the saints-they make
intercession for them in an unknown tongue-they multiply the number of
sacraments, ascribing to them effectual grace-and the simple and affecting
ordinance of the Lord's Supper they change into the sacrifice of the Mass,
in daring opposition to the doctrine of Scripture that we are "sanctified by
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all." "Beware of false
prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly thoy are
ravenous wolves: ye shall know them by their fruits."
We would earnestly exhort you to beware of that tenclency towm'ds mere
Ritualism in religion which, there is reason to believe, operates 11W1'e powerfully
in p1'edisposing the minds of Protestants in this country towards the 1'eligion
of Rome than any other cause to which its revived power can be justly ascribed.
The entire system of Popery proceeds on a fatal misconception as to the nature
of practical Christianity. Things are insisted on as essential which not only
have no warrant in Scripture, but tend to obscure its most vital truths. If
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we look for the life and power of -godliness in the 5ystem, we shall search
ill ~,tin. It is not affirmed, indeed, tlw,t the realities of spiritual religion
lire wholly unknown by every adherent of the Popish faith. We are now
dealing with the merits of the system itself, not with the possible results of
the operation of grace in the hearts of any who may hUNe lived under it ; and,
in regard to the system, we are bound by the solemn obligations of duty
to declare that it is directly opposed to the existence of spiritual life in the
soul of man-that it is so framed and adjusted in all its parts as to be
accommodated to the desires of the unrenewed heart-that its grand aim is,
to provide for man a species of religion, consisting chiefly in bodily services,
in the formal attendance on sacraments, in unprofitable and unauthorized
core monies, in fasts and penances, and painful mortifications.
Oonsidel', in contrast with such a. system, the testimony of Scriptul'e concm'ning
the essence of t1'ue religion: " l'he kingdom of God," it is declal'ed, "is not meat
and drink, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost." "In Jei>us
Chl'ist neither ci1'cumcision availeth anything n01' t/lncircumcision, butfaith, which
lVo1·7.eth by love." " We are the circumcision which worship God in the Spirit,
::md rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh." According
to this inspired testimony, there is no religion apart from the willing surrender of the heart to God under the constraining sense of His love in Christ
J"esus. The life of religion consists not in forms and ceremonies, but in the
exercise of filial love towards God, as our Father in His dear Son, in the
113,bitual cherishing of the Spirit of adoption, in the abiding desire for holy
fellowship with the Father of Spirits, in the continual yielding of our hearts
to Him as the temples of the Holy Ghost, in the fervent desire to glorify
Him in our bodies and spirits, which are His. Such is the religion of the
Christian system as unfolded in the Scriptures. It is a religion of life as
opposed to a religion of mere forms and ceremonies; it is a religion of vital
holiness in the heart, producing all the fruits of godlineslil in the outward
deportment; it is that religion which constitutes the only true preparJ.tion
for the exercises and joys of the kingdom of God.
W (} have spoken only of a very small number of the errors of Popery. To
detail its manifold evils would require a statement too lengthened for a
pastoral letter ; and we no\v conclude by entreating" you, as our beloved people,
for whose souls we have been charged to watch as those who must give
account, to be steadfast, vigilant, and zealous in your attachment to "the
faith once delivered unto the saints." vVe would not seek to hide from you
our painful conviction that the aspects of the present time are peculiarly
fitted to :twaken apprehensions of the revived ascendancy of Popery; and,
iIt consequence, to produce solemn feelings in regard to the future destinies
of our cOLlutry. When we look back to earlier times, and inquire into the
history of pnst generations, we feel how readily the temptation is suggested
of saying that the former dnys were better than these. In those days, indeed,
truth frequently fell in the streets, and the cause of righteousness was grievously oppressed, so that the faithful witnesses of Jesus Christ were often con:;trained to exclaim, in the dying utterance of the first martyr of the Reformed
faith in Scotland, "0 Lord, how long shall darkness overspread this land 1"
But it formed a bright sign of those days that Protestants cleaved to the
faith which they had embraced, with the feeling of profound interest which
the living power of the Gospel alone could have awakened in their minds. We
fear that the c'lUse of Protestant truth does not, in our day, excite so vivid
an interest :1.8 in those days of conflict "in the high places of the field." We
f~ar that, through the aboHnding of iniquity, the love of many professors of the
Protestant bith is waxing cold, and that, through the pernicious influence of a
lifeless H.itu,dism, combined with the ascendancy of a spirit of worldliness,
Popery is ste"Hhily and surely re-establishing its former power over the minds
of many of our countrymen. ''le, therefore, beseech and charge you, by ()ur
Lord Jesus Christ, to lay hold on the precious truth of the Gospel, and tn
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maintain the same with steadfast faith. We call upon you to remember the
signal mercy of God vouchsafed to these lands in the light of the Gospel, and
the preaching of the doctrine of free justification by faith in Christ .r esus-the
test, as Luther well and truly designated it, of a standing or falling Church. We
exhort you to be watchful, lest the high privileges conferred upon this land in
the days of our fathers, and secured through means of their steadfast devotedness, amid perseeutions and tribulations, to the cause of the Gospel, should
again be, by violence or stealth, wrested from us. We desire affectionately to
warn you that days of trial may be looked for as nigh at hand, in which they
only who truly are in Christ by the power of a living faith shall be able to
stand; and, finally, we "commend you to God, and to the Word of His grace,
who alone is able to keep you from falling, and to preserve you unto His
eternal kingdom, and to present you before the presence of His glory with
exceeding joy."

OANON GIRDLESTONE ON RITUALISM AND ROMANISM.
THE annual commemoration sermon of the Bristol Protestant League
was preached at the Oathedral yesterday afternoon, by the Rev. Canon
Girdlestone. There was a large congregation. The words of the text
were, "Now when the even was come, He sat down with the twelve "
(Matthew xxvi. 20). The preacher said the Mass, which was the Lord's
Supper as manipulated by the Ohurch of Rome, was the foundation on
which was built the whole superstition of that Church, both in doctrine
and ritual. Let them see what the Mass was. A high altar. erected at the
eastern end of the church, a great crucifix upon it, candles lighted at midday, priests and acolytes vested in many-coloured garments, and on the
altar (so-called), by the words of the priest (so-called), bread and wine
were immediately changed into Hesh and blood, the body and blood of
Ohrist-changed by a human word into the Lord God Himself, and then
offered on that altar as an additional sacrifice for sin to that which
was once offered upon the cross, the wine being uniformly denied to
the laity. That was the Mass of the Church of Rome; and' either flowing
from that institution, or made use of in order to bolster that institution,
followed the long line of superstitious practices-incense, the mixed chalice,
prostration, genuflexion, and, worst of all, that practice which more than
any other demoralized and degraded the world-auricular confession
and absolution by the priest. The preacher pointed to texts of Scripture
to prove that the institution was a Supper in contradistinction to the
Mass, and said he would put it to them in all reverence-did they think,
if Jesus Christ were at the present time to come to this earth, that He
could, in the Mass of the Ohurch of Rome, recognize His own simple
institution of the commemorative and communicative Supper 1 But there
were some persons who had not much respect for the written Word
of God, and upon whom such a passage as that which he had read
would have no effect; but he was going to make an appeal which perhaps
might strengthen the feelings of some who saw the difference between
the Mass and the Lord's Supper, and, perhaps, even shake the confidence
of those who were at present rejecting the Lord's Supper as a simple
institution, and adopting the Mass. He was going to appeal to a
marvellous work, which had been photographed, engraved, lithographed,
and widely circulated-the picture of "The Last Supper," by Leonardo
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da Vinci, painted on the wall in the refectory of the convent of Santa
Mal'ia delle Gl'acie, in Milan, and which he had himself seen. Transubstantiation-which, in point of fact, was the Mass-was established
by Pope Innocent III in 1215, and the fresco to which he had referred
was painted about two hundred and fifty years after. The picture
reflected the Gospel narrative of the Lord's Supper, and reflected also
public opinion to the date antecedent to the universal corrnption of truth
which afterwards followed, owing to Pope Innocent's creed of transubstantiation and the Mass. At the Reformation, the Mass and all its
surrounding rubbish were swept away, and the Lord's Supper was restored
in all its simplicity. The Mass so destroyed was the Mass which the
Church of Rome of to-day was making gigantic efforts to restore, and
it was in aiding this restoration that the traitors within the Church of
England were also employed, and in doing so they were breaking the
law of the land. In humility, in love, and with all earnestness, he would
say to many of his friends in this law-abiding city that true Conservatism
(unless he was not old enough to understand his mother tongue)
consisted in maintaining the law of God and the law of the land,
which St. Paul, in his letter to the Romans, declared to be the ordinance,
of God, and in checking all transgression of either the one or the other.
He could not think that very long the present connection could be
maintained, when those within the Church set at defiance the law of
God and the law of the land, and oftentimes the godly and affectionate
admonitions of the bishop, to whom at their ordination they swon~
obedience. Could they ever be considered to be true, straightforward,
honest members of the Church of England, who continued, as far as
they could do so without actually parting from her, to assimilate
themselves both in doctrine and ritual to the Church of Rome, founded
as it was, not upon the Word of God, but upon the vain tradition of
men ~ He drew their attention to the Lord's Supper, because he
considered it to be the key-stone on the safety of which depended the
noble and majestic arch of the Reformation; and also because on that
had been raised the whole heap of Romish superstition, both in doctrine
and in practice. Keep the key-stone of the arch of the Reformation
within the written limits of the Word of God and the simple formularies
of the Prayer Book, and then the arch would be safe. He warned
them solomnly that the foe-the Church of Rome-was aggressive.
Compare the number of her converts in this country with what the
number was half a century ago, and they would see the gigantic strides
she had made. Worse than all were the traitors within the garrison
of the Church of England. The empire of India was once almost lost
through the mutiny of the soldiers who had sworn their allegiance to
the Queen. They should, therefore, be on their guard, and pray earnestly
against mutiny within their own garrison. Never, he beseeched them,
let any taunts deter them from acting. Jude, in his Epistle, exhorted
them to "contend for the faith." People talked about peace-peace at any
price, peaco at the price of trnth, peace at the price of the Gospel.
N over omit to put any check they could in the way of an enemy. It
was vory unpleasant to have to do it. He had experienced that
unpleasantness himself, but unpleasantness should never cause a zealous,
faithful follower of Ohrist to overlook or neglect his duty. There was
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:l; little advice further he would give them.
Never be entrapped by tllP'
habit of calling things by their wrong names. He had known many
people trapped in that way. Don't call the Lord's table an altar, and
a presbyter a priest, which lattp.r word was only a corruption of the
former. Don't call the Lord's Supper the Mass. If they were accustomed
to call a thing by a wrong name, they were apt to slide into the wrong
thing itself. A last suggestion he would make was, to purchase a copy of
the picture he had mentioned, hang it on one side of their mantelpiece, and
get also a picture of the celebration of High Mass in a Church of Rome
in the city, and hang that the other side of the mantelpiece; and, when
they looked on both pictures, let common sense decide which of the two
best answered the simple description of the Lord's Supper which was
recorded in St. Matthew's Gospel.-F1·om "Bristol Times and Mi1TO'f,"
N ovembe1' 7th.

REST.
" The good land that is beyond Jonlan."-DEuTERO 'OM~ iii. 2G.
The following Poem was read by the Rev. Du.

MAGUIRE,

Rector of St. Olave's.
14th, 1881,

Southwar~, aft~r th~ address delivered by him on Sunday afternoon, August

at the Prmters Almshouses, ·Wood Green, N.

A

PILGRIM once, the toil is o'er,
To my appointed rest I come,
The Alway and the Evermore,
The journey's end, the pilgrim's
home.

I was a-weary and oppressed,
When 10, beneath a Rock I stood;
There, in my sorrow, seeking rest,
I found it where I sought-in
God.

I was athirst, and faint, and Iow,
When, from the rocky riven side,
Refreshing streams of water flow,
In welcome wave of ceaseless tide.
I was astray, and stood in doubt,
When 10, a ' pillar of a cloud,'
To lead me in and lead me out,
Mapped out my way and marked
my road.

I was an hungered, and so faint,
My weary spirit pined away;
I cried to God, and made complaint,
He rained down manna day by day.
The road was long, the path was steep,
Ere. yet the promise dawned to
vIew'
And twic~ across the stormy deep
The Lord did lead His people through.
Through ways unknown, through paths
untrod,
Through foes and fears, through
battle strife,
Thy hand hath led me on, my God,:
Through death and darkness into life.
Now all is o'er, and troubles cease;
The pilgrimage for ever past ;:
The weary spirit rests in peace,
The heavenly shore is gained at last_

All praise to Thee, Thrice Holy Lord,
Be now and evermore addressed!
The Triune God, in One adored,
The Father, Son, and Spirit blest!
RonER'!' MAGUIRE,

D.n

How cross soever the winds and tidcs of providence at any tinwseem to us, yet nothing is more certain than that they all conspire to.
hasten sanctified souls to God, and fit them for glory.

The Gospet Maga:::illc.
[S THE FUTURE OF THE CHUIWH OF ENGLAND TO BE.
PROTESTANT OR POPISH? THAT IS THE QUESTION.
AT the recent autumnal Conference of the Church Association, held in
Exeter Hall, Mr. Jk'\1ES INSKIP (one of the deputation from Bristol)·
gave the following admirably-outspoken address. Wc gladly quote it
from the Bock of Friday, November 4:Mr. J AllIES INSKIP urged that they must not forget that they
were engaged in the work of rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem,
and they must carry with them their swords. They must have their
weapons at hand, for these were days in which they needed to use their
w apons.
As to the alterations proposed in the Ecclesiastical Courts,
they must consider what were the ends to be gained. That which they
objected to was legalized Ritualism, or, in othllr words, RomanisDl
in the Church of :England. When they spuke of the rights of the
laity, they should remember that the value of those rights would
depend entirely upon the faith in the laity. He thought that there wa::;
little doubt that the laity were divided into two hostile camps; but
the sooner that was fully realized, the better it would be for them.
The Church Association could not boast of any great names; they
had no peers of the realm to come and support them in their
conferences.
A VOICE: Lord Shaftesbury.
Mr. INSKIP fully admitted that they had Lord Shaftesbury, but
there were peers of the realm running from north to south appearing
at the Conference of the Church Union and other bodies, and acting.
most energetically.
They ought to realize their danger, whilst they
thanked God for their success; and he said that in order that they
might rightly estimate their IJosition, and that they might throw
themselves back upon Him who was the Source of all strength and
blessing. But, if they looked for His blessing, they must also be thankful for what they had received in the past. What were they to
tiay about the alteration of the Ecclesiastical Court for the purpose
of legalizing l"{itualism?
If the alteration be made, and Ritualism
be legalized, were they prepared, as an Evangelical body, to remain in
the Church whidl gave a footing to Rome? Their opponents over
and over again said that, if certain contingencies arose, they would
leave the Church. The bishops said, "These men must not leave; they
must abide in the ship, or they would not be safe."
They, th"
friends of the Association, had not been so open, and had not spokeH
out and said that, if Ritualism were legalized in the Church of
England, the Gospel would not remain with it.
These men, if they
wished to maintain those rites and the blessings which they enjoyed,
must be plain and outspoken, and they must say to the bishops that
the time had arrived when they must make their choice between
two opposing systems. If they wished to have the Mass, they must
give up the Gospel; and, if they wished to have the Gospel, they must
give up the Mass.
In other words, if they wished to retain the
sense of the Reformation in the Church of England, they must give
up the enemies of the Reformation; and, if they wished to keep the
enemips of the Church of the Reformation, they must t;ive up the
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friends of the Reformation.
Were they, as an Eva.ngelical body,
thoroughly thankful to those members at the present moment who
were manfully protesting against the practices which were producing
this confusion 1 Were they witnessing honestly and boldly against
-the confusion and the " mingle-mangle," as it had been called,
which was being encouraged by the attitude of their rulers in
Church and State 1 That was a principle which he hoped would
actuate the council and all members of the Association.
They
should honestly and boldly say that they would have nothing to
do with those practices, and nothing to do with men who adopted
them. They should have nothing to do with the Mass, nor with
the advocates and supporters of the Mass. They would find that, if
God gave them grace to be thankful and bold, He would be on
their side and He would bless them.
As to the encroachment of
the rights of the laity, the significance and import::mce of that
encroachment would entirely depend upon the spirit which was to
be found in their laymen. Another point bearing upon the matter
was this--What were they doing in thousands of the parishes in Englancl
at the present time 1 What were the rights of the laity in respect of the
parishes which were handed over to Ritualistic teachers 1
They
might travel over the country, from east to west, and find hundreds
of parishes with no representative of the Church of England except
a Ritualistic priest.
Were they thankful so long as they allowed
their brethren to remain in such a starving condition in respect of
spiritual matters 1 Ought they not, as laymen, in the exercise of
the rights which they undoubtedly possessed, to say to the rulers
of the Church and State that, so far as they were enabled,
wherever they found a Ritualistic teacher, they must send a
Protestant lay agent, who should keep together the scattered sheep of
their Protestant flock, and maintain that spirit which alone could
'bring forth satisfactory fruits, whether in connection with the Church
The fountain which led to the
Association or any other body 1
Reformation was the circulation of the Word of God by W yclif,
Did they, in the
who kept up the light throughout England.
exercise of their rights, do all they could to counteract the efforts of
the Ritualists in these matters 1 He, for one, thought they had not
been so thankful as they ought to have been in remembering and
helping their suffering brethren who were deprived of the grace of
God by not having preached to them the Gospel of Christ in their
parish churches. He hoped the Association would bear bold, faithful,
and uncompromising testimony, and they should see that they
understood the meaning of these proposed alterations in the ecclesiastical law as aiming to give a legal standing to the Ritualists in the
Church of England-a position which, thank God, they never yet had
enjoyed. And were they prepared to say boldly and honestly that, if
-the Ritualists had a legal position given them in the Church of
England, that Church would cease to be the Church in which they
were baptized, and they must cease to have communion with it 1
That he conceived to be one of the first rights of the laity, and that
was a rigllt which he hoped and trusted that they would press
earnestly and persistently upon the attention of the bishops.
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A THANKSGIVING SERMON AT ORE OHUROH.
(F,'om the Hastings and St, LeonMd's Jou1'nal.)

THE 'church was inconveniently crowded at the evening service, the
ordinary seating accommodation being found quite insufficient to
accommodate the large body of worshippers. On this occasion, the
.church was, for the first time, lighted with gas, the fittings for which
have beon erected oy Mr. THOMAS DENNEIT, of Ore.
he service was conducted throughout by the esteemed Rector, the
Rv. D. A. DOUDNEY, Jun., M.A. The first hymn was that numbered
fifty-one in the" Hymnal Oompanion to the Book of Oommon Prayer,"
·commencing" Come, ye thankful people, come,
Raise the song of harvest home ; "
the second hymn was that numbered five hundred and twenty-five,
'commencing" Sometimes a light surprises
The Christian while he sings,;"
whilst the third and last was that numbered sixteen, "Sun of my soul,
'Thou Saviour dear."
Mr. DOUDNEY, on ascending the pulpit, took for his text the seven,teenth and eighteenth verses of the third chapter of the Book of the
,prophet Hahakkuk: "Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither
shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and
the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the
fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls: yet I will rejoice in the
,Lord; I will joy iu the God uf my salvation." The rev. gentleman said
these verses contained a strong but noble resolve. It was a very
easy thing to rejoice in a day of prosperity, when all things appeared
to bo going well, but it was a very difficult thing to rejoice in a day
of adversity. This must be especially the case in such a day of adversity
as was indicated in the text, when the crops and herds har! altogether
failed. They must not suppose, in uttering such words as these, indicating
such a scene of desolation, that the prophet was merely picturing a
dream. He was expressing a great reality which he knew would come
to pass. It seemed !11most to have overwhelmed him, and his spirit sank
within him. He thought he should die. But then, again, when he
thought of God-when he remembered His I!larvellous power to comfort
even in the midst of the deepest sorrow-he broke forth in the grand
words wllich formed the subject of their tflxt. Might they not see in
such a re~ol vc an instance of strong faith ~ He could not imagine a
sceptic or an infidel rejoicing in adversity. Such an individual had
nothing to c:~use Jlim to rejoice. He (the preacher) could not imagine
reason of itself inducing a man to rejoice in adversity. It might
cause him to bear it patiently. He did not see that reason could say
anything to him but that there was. something wrong there, and that
.he did right to grumlJle and be sorrowful. It was only faith which could
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really comfort him and enable him to rejoice. Faith would enable
him to look through things which were seen to things unseen.
The preacher then mentioned that he had once seen a picture, on
one side of which was a warrior toiling painfully up a steep ascent, whilst
on the other side was an angel going joyfully forward, her face wearing
a beautiful smile. The warrior represented reason, whilst the angel
depicted faith. She had evidently faith in her ability to reach thefatherland, whilst the warrior, relying on his own strength, thought
he might possibly reach the goal. Only faith could see through the
mists of earth, and only faith could take up such a song as they had
in their text. They also saw the power of true religion to comfort even
in the greatest distress. There were multituLles who did not believe
in that power, because they had never felt it and realized it for themselves.
They had never given their hearts to GoLl, and believed thoroughly
in His vVord. Did they want to know the power of religion in a day
of adversity 7 because, if they did, they must also know in a day of
prosperity. They must see that their faith was founded on their heavenly
Father, as on the Rock of Ages. They hau had experience of this
in the saints of olden time. David, Job, St. Paul, and others had
experienced this, as had also martyrs to the faith of more recent date.
Many of the hymns which they sang, Sunday after Sunday, were written
by men who were about to suffer death for the faith, and yet they
broke out in songs of joy. Did they realize this when they repeated
those hymns 7 Had they found it so 7 They must all have known a
Llayof adversity. Their hearts had been broken down. There was not a
countenance in that congregation that night but had shed most bitter
tears. They had had hours of joy, but tlwy had also had hours of
sorrow-deep, deep sorrow. Had they then found God's countenancerefreshing to their souls 7 If so, they had known this marvellous Saviour.
Grief the most poignant had been turned into joy, by reliance on their
almighty Father. Possibly there were then present some who were
almost overwhelmed with grief. Let them bring their grief, whatever
it might be, to a gracious, living God.
He would now apply the words of the text more particularly to the season
at which they were gathered together. Thank God, those words did not
altogether apply. It was not the case that the crops had failed, as was
mentioned in the text. True, the harvest had not been so good as they coulcl
wish, and had hoped that it would have been. But there had llOt been a
total failure, and for such as it had been they thanked God that night.
How little they English people had known the dire necessities which had
come on other nations! They had not known the ravages of war and
pestilence. Ought they not to be thankful and grateful 7 Let them individually thank God afresh that night. Let them remember His special and
common blessings to them. He could not but think that they deserved a
poor harvest, looking at the sin amongst them. They could see much
sin amongst themselves, but how much more could God see! They,
as a nation, had been proud of their power, dominion, and riches; and
"God resisteth the proud." They had been fearfully dishonest. Their
commerce had been greatly injured on account of their continual
(lishonesty. They had adulterated the goods which they sent abroad,
and it had been said that no man could live by honesty. Shame on
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the English nation, that such a saying should be repeated throughout the
land! Let them think of the ungodliness which prevailed. The census
proved that, in one large city in particular, although the population
'flhowed a vast increase, the number of attendants at the places' of worship
had Dot incren.sed during the ten years. Was there not a fearful
amount of ung()llliness in the nation ~ How little God's holy day was
observed, and how little His name was respected! And, again, how
little His ,Vord was respected; and they, as a nation, had once or twice
distinctly and deliberately dishonoured it. They ought to be surWhen they were
prised that they had any harvest at all.
praying for fair weather a short time since, how many, perhaps,
were grumbling, and even swearing, about the state of affairs;
nnd how many there were who did not put any real earnestness
into their prayers! He should be surprised if God listened to such
prayers.
The rev. gentleman then went on to express his sympathy with the
farmers, and then mentioned that that was the first service at the church
by gaslight.
He much wished for such an arrangement, as, if the
,services were continually being altered, and they had been obliged to
hold afternoon services in the winter, and evening services in the summer
months, it created a feeling of uncertainty. And then the evening
,<ervice always seemed far more hearty, and there was more earnestness
about it. He appealed to them to make it so, for he liked a hearty
><crvice. He wanted his connection with the parish to be a reality, and
he was desirous of helping them on their way to heaven. He wanted
TO lead them there, and not merely to point the way; and he wanted
i,o meet them there. He had not raised a finger to obtain that living, but
lIe had been called there, and was extremely anxious to make himself
'If real service to the people.
The rev. gentleman concluded an exceedingly able and earnest discourse
-which was listened to with rapt attention by all present-with ,a
further appeal to -his congregation to attend the evening service
as regularly as possible, so that he might have many opportunit,ies of addressing them on matters deeply affecting their future salvation.
LET not trifles interrupt thy happiness. Cotton Mather advised with
his son on this subject. He told him it would not be amiss to have two
heaps-a heap of unintelli,qibles, and a heap of incumbles. "Every now
and then," said he, "you will meet with something or other that you
cannot well understa.nd, and will therefore distress your thoughts. You
will also meet with some unaccountable things in the conduct of some
people that you are related to or acquainted with. Throw them into
your heap of uninteUigibles, leave them there, trouble your mind no
further, hope the best, but think no more about them. You will meet
with some un persuadable persons. Perhaps no reason, no advice, will do
anything with them, especially as to being reconciled to some that they
are at variance with. Throw them into the heap of incurables, leave
,them there, and let not such crooked things as cannot be made straiaht
uisturb your happiness."
':>
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"ME," THE WARRIOR, AND THE DROP OF BLOOD.
ON the first Sabbath after my return I missed old Me; and, not receiving
the hearty grasp of congratulation from him to which I was accustomed,
I inquired of the deacons where he was, when they informml me that
he was exceedingly ill, and not expected to recover. I determined,
therefore, to visit him immediately. On reaching the place of his
residence, I found him lying in a little hut, detached from the dwellinghouse; and, on entering it, I addressed him by saying, "Me, I am sorry
to find you so ill." Recognizing my voice, he exclaimed, "Is it you 7
Do I really hear your voice again before I die? I shall die happy
now. I was afraid I should have died before your return." My first
inquiry related to the manner in which he was supplied with food; for,
in their heathen state, as soon as old or infirm persons became a burden
to their friends, they were put to death in a most barbarous manner.
Under the pretence of carrying the victim of their cruelty to a stream
of water to bathe, his relations would hurl him into a hole previously dug
for the purpose, and then throw a heap of stones upon the body. Even
for a considerable time after Christianity was embraced, we found it
necessary, when visiting the sick and affiicted, to make strict inquiry
as to the attention they received. In reply to my question, Me stated
that at times he suffered much from hunger. I said, "How so?"
"Yes," he said, "but, as soon as I was taken ill, the people with
whom I lived seized my ground, and I am at times exceedingly in want."
I asked him why he had not complained to the chief, or to some of
the Christian brethren who visited him; and his affecting reply was,
"I feared lest the people should call me a talebearer, and speak evil
of my religion; and I thought I would rather suffer hunger or death
than give them occasion to do so." I then inquired what brethren
visited him in his affiiction, to read and pray with him. Naming several,
he added, "They do not come so often as I could 1;\'ish; yet I am not
lunely, for I have frequent visits from God: God and I were talking
when you came in." "Well," I said, "and what were you talking
about? " "I was praying to 'depart and to be with Christ, which
is far better,' I, was his reply. Having intimated that I feared his
sickness would terminate in death, I wished him to tell me what he
thought of himself in the sight of Go<l, and what was the foundation
of his hope. "Oh," he replied, "I have been in great trouble this
morning; hut I am happy now. I saw an immense mountain, with
precipitous sides, up which I endeavoured to climb; but, when I had
reached a considerable height, I lost my hold and fell to the bottom.
Exhausted with perplexity and fatigue, I went to a distance and sat
down to weep, and, while weeping, I saw a drop of blood fall upon
that mountain, and in a moment it was dissolved." Wishing to obtain
his own ideas of what had been presented to his imagination, I said,
"This was certainly a strange sight; what construction do you put
upon it ~ " After expressing his surprise that I should be at a loss for
the interpretation, he exclaimed, "That mountain was my sins, and
the drop which fell upon it was one drop of the precious blood of Jesus,
by which the mountain of my guilt must be melted away." I expressed
my satisfaction at finding he had such an idea of the magnitude of
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his guilt, and such exalted views of the efficacy of the Saviour's blood,
and that, although the eyes of his body were blind, he could, with
the "eye of his heart," see such a glorious sight. He then went on
to state that the various sermons he had heard were now his companions
in solitude, and the source of his comfort in affliction. Ou saying, at
the close of the interview, that I would go home and prepare some
medicine for him, which might afford him ease, he replied, " I will drink
it, because you say I must j but I shall not pray to be restored to·
health again, for my desire is to 'depart and to be with Christ, which
is far better' than to remain longer in this sinful world."
I was with him when he breathed his last. During this interview
he quoted many precious passages of Scripture j and, having exclaimed
with energy, "0 death, where is thy sting 1" his voice faltered, his.
eyes became fixed, his hands dropped, and his spirit departed to be
with that Saviour, one drop of whose blood had melted away the
mountain of his guilt. Thus died poor old Me, the blind warrior of
Raiatea.
I retired from the overwhelming and interesting scene,
praying, as I went, that my end might be like his.-F1'om John Williams'
"Nct1'mtive of Missionary Ente1'J?r·ises in the South Sea Islands."
PRAYER ANSWERED
THE Rev. Canon Hurst was returning to New York in 1873, in the
ship Adl·in.tic, when, off the south of Ireland, a furious gale sprang
up. So violent was the storm that the captain said that, although he
had been in many gales, never had he encountered so furious an one
as that. In the midst of the gale a violent sea struck the ship and
carried away the screw. This of course caused great consternation
on board, for, although the ship was fitted with masts, so that she
could sail under canvas. yet in a gale like that no sail could be set;
and when the gale had abated, their progress would be slow. What
then did they do 1 There were two missionaries on board besides
Mr. Hurst, and they asked permission of the captain to have a prayermeeting. To this he consented, and they prayed especially that the
gale might abate, so that, if any ship hove in sight, they might communicate with their friends both in Europe and America. About
three p.m. on the day in question there was a cry from the "look-out,"
"Ship in sight." The captain then wrote a despatch, the gale abated,
a boat was sent off to the approaching ship with the despatch, the
contents of which the captain of that vessel was requested to telegraph to friends in England and America; the boat returned in
safety, when immediately the gale again sprang up. Thus did God
hear prayer, and again show that "He maketh the storm a calm,
so that the waves thereof are still;" and by this means 'did the
Lord permit the anxiety of His servants respecting the safety of
their friends to be relieved.
WHEN Paul was a Pharisee, he thought himself blameless j but, when
a Christian, he called himself the chief of sinners.
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WORDS OF CHEER.
To the Editor of the Gospel lvIagazi'n.e.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-Grace, mercy, and peace be with you, and
,::tll needed help, until you have run your race, and accomplished the
work the great Head of the Church has allotted you, Having had
the privilege of listening to you proclaiming the everlasting Gospel of
t:le grace of God at Arlesey, I felt a desire arise in my mind to drop
you a line or two, as my soul was so blessed under the ministration of
the Spirit through you. I left home under great conflict of mind, and,
before getting a mile 011 the journey, I came to a stand, asking the
following question, "Shall I keep on, or shall I retreat ~" when the
words came with fresh power which had been upon my mind the day
before, namely, "They that observe lying vanities forsake their own
mercies; " under the influence of which I started on again, and the
conflict a little subsided.
Now, dear sir, I must tell you that the Holy Ghost did so bless
yonr remarks in the afternoon upon the life and exercises of "a divinelysent servant of God," that they were like "apples of gold in caskets
of silver" to my poor heart. While you were speaking about the
weeping times the servants of God have, how my mind ran back
;)"er about three years of my past life and experience in the ministry"My times of sorrow and of joy,
Great God, are in Thy hand;
My choicest comforts come from Thee,
And go at Thy command,"

How blessecl and comforting to meet with and listen to a fellow11ilgrim that knows the roughness of the road and the difficulties of the
way! I know not when my poor heart has been more broken than it
was that afternoon,
Then you having noticed (before those remarks above referred to)
the going forth of the Son of God from the bosom of the Father,
"weeping, bearing precious seed;" who "bore such contradiction of
sinners against Himself." One sold Him, another denied Him, and all
forsook Him, yet "He set His face like a flint," "endured the cross,
.lespised the shame "_cc alone, yet not alone, for the Father was with
Him ": how it seemed to prepare the mind to contrast my little troubles
and miniatnre sorrows with His great mountainous trials which He met,
and infinite depths of sorrows which He waded through, and, bless His
dear name, came up from" like a lion from the swellings of Jordan."
Well might the poet say.
"His way was much rougher and darker than mine;
Did Christ my Lord suffer, and shall I repine ~"

'What I feel to need is, more of His Spirit to bear each trial with a
resignation which characterizes the indwellinO" ad and exercise of the
principle of grace divine, received out of His. f~lness, so that I may weep,
but not repine.

Tlte Gospel Mag-a;;i1te.

753

Then, again, your bold, aud conclusive assertions upon the
restricted design of the work of Christ, as Surety of the everlasting
covenant, much confirmed my soul in the truth. That sentence which
fell from your lips, namely, "to admit there are souls in hell for whom
Christ shed His blood is to deny the unity of the Trinity," deserves,
as far as my feelings are concerned, to be written in letters of gold,
in these days of universalism, and preaching a gospel of uncertainties.
Does not such preaching cherish a spurious faith, creature-confidence,
and self-sufficiency 1
But to return. In the evening I went up to listen to you again,
not expecting to hear so feelingly as in the afternoon. Your introductory remarks were so exactly according to what one's own self has
witnessed, that they were very refreshing. But, when you referrod to
the exercise of mind you passed through concerning the safety of the
child you were called to part with, and the way in which the Lord
settled the matter for you, it so sweetly dropped into my heart that it
quite melted me down to tears again. I do not remember, either before
being called by grace or after, up to the time when called to give up
my son, having a single doubt about infant salvation. But no sooner
than death had laid low my dear child, my miud was harassed with
doubts about his safety; and that state of mind continued for weeks,
until one night, when I was alone, the Lord stepped in, applying th'1
same words to my mind which were applied to yours, namely, "Is. t
well with thee 1 is it well with thy husband 1 is it well with the
child 1 And she answered, It is well." Oh, how sweetly and satisfactorily it settled the matter, and what an overflowing of heart I did
witness! There appears no language to express one's feelings at such
seasons. Oh, the condescending love, mercy, and compassion of Him
who, "like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them
that fear Him."
Though ten years have passed :1way since called to part with my
·dear child, and to endure such exercise, yet I never read anything
·or listened to any testimony which dropped so blessedly into my soul
before as yours did that night. How it proves to one that the servant
of God that is to be of great service to the tried family of God must
be a tried man himself. What beauty we see in the saying of Christ
to Peter, "When thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren;" and as
"aith the Apostle Paul, " And the God of all comfort, who eomforteth us in
all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble/by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."
May the Lord continue to abundantly bless your labours, in the
ingathering of His dead elect, liberating law-bound souls, and con,firming the wavering, directing the ignorant, and enlightening the
dark. May the Holy Ghost make you as eyes to the blind, feet to
the lame, and "open your mouth in the cause of the dumb, and such
as are appointed to destruction;" and, when you have accomplished
the will of God concerning you below, may you hear Him say, ., Well
done, thou good and faithful servant; enter into the joy of thy Lord."
Pardon me for trespassing so much upon your time. Believe me
to remain,
Yours in the 10\'0 of the truth,
Longstanton, Oet1bel' 1st, 1881.
J. r.
3 (:
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CARNAL DEVICES NOT NEEDED FOR DIVINE SERVICE.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-In these days, when carrots, onions, cabbages, and pats.
of butter, associated with fruit, flowers, and church decorations, are
considered by many a Christian way of serving God, and expressing
gratitude for providential bounties, the following intelligence from the
Record falls upon the circumcised ear of godly worshippers in a
peculiarly refreshing way, and worthy of imitation by men professing
Evangelical doctrines. Such festivals are simply heathenism, and the
corruption of Judaism. We have not the slightest warrant in the New
Testament for such carnal presentations to the God of the whole earth,
who has declared, "All those things hath Mine hand made, and all
those things have been, saith the Lord; but to this man will I look,
even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at
My Word."
The notice in the Reeo'l'd reads thus :-" Harve.:;t thanksgiving services
were held in the churches of Byers Green and Newfield, situated in a
populous mining district in the diocese of Durham, on Sunday last.
The congregations were large. No special decoration of any kind are
used at these churches on harvest thanksgiving days, yet there is
evidently no lack of interest in the services in consequence, nor any
loss to which the offertories are devoted. That object is always the
Church Missionary Society."
I remain, dear sir, yours in the truth,

H.E.
GOD'S PRESENCE.
You cannot realize it, dead
Realize that God is nearThat His Spirit hovers o'er us,
Waiting to comfort, bless, and cheed
You can hear the wind as it gently sighs,
Or howls in a furious gale;
Yet its form or shape you never saw,
Or ever can; yet you know it was there.
Oh, list, dear one, for the "still small voice"
That speaks to the heart within,
And tells of joy and peace through Him
By whom your sins are forgiven!
Be not always looking for outward signs,
And a stately presence to find ;
The God of the man is the God. of the child,
Although but a wee little thing.
He loves in human hearts to dwell,
And shed His grace around;
Oh, then, with humble mind sincere,
Pray and wait! He'p come! the promise is clear.

How soft and sweet are those silken cords which the dear Redeemer
twines and ties about the hearts of His children!

The Gospel l/IIagazi1ze.

755

AN ALLEGORY.
AN exceedingly wealthy Proprietor of a vast estate, who was also Father
of a numerous family, had conceived the design of educating some 'of
Himself being
His sons for prominent positions in His domain.
extremely wise and discerning, He resolved upon selecting and sending
seven of them to a certain seminary, with the view to their acquiring
the necessary accomplishments, language, manners, &c., for the posts
of honour to which He intended ultimately to exalt them.
In the school there were several teachers, holding different office
.according to the varied attainments of the pupils. The discipline, however,
was always chosen and imposed by the Head Master. It was also
imperative that the teachers themselves should be subservient to the
Master's rule, always obeying His behests with humility, and yielding
homage to His judgment.
So these pupils, whose names were Lovegood, Charity, Makepeace,
Fearing, Trustwell, Honest, and Lawman, entered upon the course of
tuition, endeavouring to conquer their difficult tasks, although again
and again defeated in the arduous attempt. But the Master was always
so patient, and gave them so many encouragements, that they felt,
whenever they might be recalled home by their Father, they would
never be able sufficiently to extol the goodne3s that had been exercised
.towards them.
The vacation came at last; but their homeward journey was a somewhat tardy one, which the Master anticipating, He called them, on
the eve of their departure, having provided for them suitable equipment,
clothing, and the necessary passport, upon the outside of which was
written, "See that ye fall not out by the way."
Lovegood, Charity, Makepeace, Fearing, and Trustwell thought there
would certainly be nothing to fall out about, seeing they all shared the
. same Master's favour, were clothed by His direction, and carried the
passport which would avail for each; but Honest shook his head, and
. said, " Such things ought not to be, we know; still, as none are infallible,
and aU have depraved hearts, I fear it is scarcely possible to reach
home without some one being 'made sad whom the Loul has not made
sad.' "
They pursued their way, but had not travelled far when Lovegood
gently suggested, "I feel, dear brethren, that we ought to try to
gather up some of those stones lying in the way; they may, otherwise,
cause some dear friend of our Father's to fall. Shall we remove
them 1"
"Oh," replied Fearing, "that would be hardly wise, in case it might
make the road available for interlopers, whose lack of proper education
might retard, rather than help us in our studies."
"Let us sing a hymn, and then dispatch a message to our Father, '
said Makepeace. "We all like to have His advice in matters of moment."
"And let the hymn be set to the tune, 'Love,' chimecl in Charity.
" We need to exercise forbearance with each other, considering how apt
we ourselves are to stumble."
"That's all very well," argued Lawman; "but my plan is, lose no
time in debating, but just draw a line between the stones, then we shall
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be safe-n-t least, shall be close together, and wc all know tllat 'Union,
is strength.'''
So it was settled, but Lovegood stumbled, and Fearing blushed, anet
Trustwell was discouraged, and Makepeace sighed, and Charity wept. '
All, however, notwithstanding their differences, reached homo safely,
though weakened and weary through delay; and, when they saw the
joy and peace, light and purity, of their other brothers and sisters, and
the Father's loving countenance beaming cq~tally upon all, they en-ch,
\8 by an inspiration, exclaimed, "Oh, how foolish and unlike onr
,sracious Parent we were to 'fall out by the way' ! "
~~

~~Q

Memorials of the RigId JtcTcrcnd Chm'lcs I'etiit Jlcllvaiuc, D.D., D.G.L.,
late Bishop Of Ohio, in the Protest{tnt Episcop(tl Chunh of the United
States.
Edited by the Rev. VVILLIAM (JARUS, M.A., Canon of
Winchester Cathedral, formerly Senior Fellow of Trinity College, and
Incumbent of Great St. Mary's, Cambridge. London: Elliot btock.,

INVALUABLE" Memorials"! A treasure towhomsoever has the interests
of immortal souls at heart, as minister or teacher. The self-knowledge so marked in this volume bespeaks, with a most distinctivll>
clearness and conclusiveness, the indwelling and the real spiritual
saving teaching of the HC'ly Ghost.
In proof of the self-knowledge of which we have spoken, we will.
here quote the passage upon which the eye fell, when first openmg.
the book:Gaubie1', MaTch 10th, 1834.-0verwhelmed with shame and confusion of
face by my sinfulness-my spiritual declension.
Without are cares
innumerable, and too heavy for me to bear. Within is sloth, coldness of
heart, selfishness, pride, worldly-mindedness-a host of corruptions that
seem to threaten to destroy what little grace I ever had; to make me
a mere lifeless formalist, a barren husk, dead whilst I live.
Between
the cares of the college and the diocese, and those of my house, I seem
to be fast losing all spirituality of mind. "Who will show me any good'!
Lord, lift Thou up the light of Thy countenance upon me!" How can I
live so slu/!gishly, and have so little prayer and love, when such responsibility is laid upon me, when such usefulness is offered me, when such
immortal interests :of my own soul and of thousands of others are at
stake-when Jesus is my Master, and Hc exhorts me? Holy Spirit,
awaken me, receive me back, help me to return; raise me higher by
Thy blessing upon the experience of my weakness and sinfulness in thus
declining from Thee.
Create in me a steadfast mind for growth in
grace.
I need a single steady aim-resolution to pursue it-to shut
myself up from intrusive cares, and be separate from things that have
no right to divide my time. But how difficult, with so much to do, to
think of, to care for; so many letters to write, so much sloth and
vanity within, with all corruptions to contend with! Oh, for faith-habitual faith-working by the continual exercise of love!

We .appeal to the tmly spiritually-enlightened reader as to whether
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not the foregoing so honest testimony does not justify our remark.
with respect to self-knowledge ~
,Vith regard to the Biohop's largeness of heart amI true brotherly
love, his biographer says:He ever exhibited an afl'ectionute regard for all who exhibited the'
fruits of the Spirit, though not of the Episcopul communion, and
heartily did he use the language of the Apostle, "Grace be with. all th~,!l
that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity." This truly Chnstlan splnt.
will be best expressed in his own words from his work on "The True Temple;
or, Holy Catholic Church and Comuulllion of Saints" :-" If the Lord of
All took into His embrace as a brother every doer of His Father's will, shall
not we be glad and rejoice that we have such an example to do likewise 1
. . . The more we are separated by denomina.tional divisions, the more
should we love to remember thut whoever follows Christ, the same is our
sister or brother.
Oh, for a great revival of this mind of Christ in all
thut are called by His name! It is to me a precious thought that,
wherever my Lord has a disciple, I have a brother; that, if a poor sinner
who has shared with me in the corruption and condemnation, has shared
also with me in the regeneration and remission, by faith in Christ Jesus,
then, whatever he be, barbarian, Scythian, bond or free, no matter how
he may stand far off from me in sectional relations, separated by partitions
which neither is willing to put away, he is united to me, and I to h~m,
as bone to bone, in the one mystical body of our common Lord and LIft'.
'We are heirs together of God, and joint-heirs with Christ.'
The present
separation is for a day. 1'he future fellowship face to face, in the presence
of our glorious Lord, seeing Him as He is, will be for all eternity."
Reader, is not this glorious 1 Are not these words of the departed
Bishop "as apples of gold in pictures of silver "1 Oh, how far removed
was both his. spirit and his language from the little petty distinctions and
party strife so rife in the present state of things! ,Vhat a loving rebuke has·
he thus left upon record against those who are 'vont to indulge in their
little" Shibboleths j" that, although taught in the main, as the Apostle says,
that" there is one body, and one opirit, even as ye are called in one hope of
your calling j one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all,.
who is above all, and through all, and in you all j" yet, ala;;! alas t
there is the hair-splitting, and the rending asunder, and the falling out
by the way, upon some one or other of the details-the minutire-the
something or other that by no means affects or interferes with the grand
fundamentals of sinnership and salvation through the one only Mediator,
the one great and glorious Surety, Substitute, and Sacrifice, Christ L
Christ! and Christ alone!
The following most remarkable deliverance wrought on behalf of the
Bishop and those on shipboard at the time with him, cannot but be reaLl
with intense interest. His biographer says : On his return to America there occurred, in January, 1855, one of the most·
remarkable events in his life. The Bishop's deliverance from seemingly
inevitable death, when crossing the Ohio in midwinter from Louisville in a.
steam ferry-boat, was almost miraculous. The huge steamer became fixed in a·
large mass of solid floating ice. Being unable either to advance or recede, the
steamer was at the mercy of the current, and began to move towards the falls.
which lie below Louisville. There were about t wo hundred passengers on
board, men, women, and children, besides omnibuses, waggons, horses, and their
attendants. So long as the drifting continued, no help could be extended from
the shore, and it seemed impossible that a soul should survive, if the boat were
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wrecked on the falls. Inevitable and speedy death was all that the most
fearless could anticipate. On shore the steamer and its passengors were given
up as lost. Some there were on board who did know where ur how to look to
the only true Source of help in time of need. There was a Methodist minister,
the Rev. Mr. Sehon, to whom the Bishop proposed that thcy should go
into the compartment where the women were, and draw their minds to
prayer. They went together, but, though the utmost caution was used to
prevent alarm, the word" prayer" was no sooner uttered than the lamentations
and cries rendered prayer impossible. After endeavouring to calm these poor
people, some of the quieter ones, with Mr. and Mrs. Sehon and Miss Smith,
the daughter of Bishop Smith, who was under the care of Bishop Mcllvaine,
gathered round him as he offered a brief and appropriate prayer. After this
there was more composure; and, now that man's helplessness was recognized, the
hand of the Lonl ctppeaj·ed. Was it not (says the narrator in the Western
Episcopalian) in answer to prayer that, under the guiding hand of God, the
boat struck the hidden j'eef at the commencement of the rapids-a circumstance which at first seemed to portend destruction, but ultimately turned out
for their rescue 1 None could tell how long the boat could hold its place on
the reef against the pressure of the mighty current of the Ohio and the prodi.gious momentum of the acres of ice which ever and anon struck and grounded
against it, or how soon the boat would be pressed over, or lifted up and turned
over, or utterly crushed under the accumulating masses of ice. Each new
onset of ice was watched with intense anxiety. But what was terror to those
on board proved to be one of God's instruments for their safety. As the ice
struck against the boat, it formed an accumulating mass that rested on the rock
beneath and formed a breakwater. The more violent was the onset of ice, the
stronger and more massive became the rampart it created. About two hours
and a half elapsed before help came. First of all, a skiff from the shore
was bribed by the father of a passenger to venture to attempt his rescue; then
skiffs one by one ventured to take off four or five persons at a time, the
women having the preference, those who had husbands being allowed to take
them with them. Mrs. Sehon, the wife of the Methodist minister, was
allowed to take her husband with her, and Bishop McIlvaine was repeatedly
urged to go with Miss Smith. She was under his charge, but he peremptorily
refused. At last a large flat-bottomed boat, manned by a gallant crew accustomed to the falls, was brought out from Louisville with great skill and at great
hazard, But it was at once perceived that she could only be of use by taking
the fearful risk of shooting the faJls. About fifty passengers were placed on the
flush deck, of whom the bishop was one. The captain, an intrepid m~n, gave
the order, "Let no man speak to me." He found the boat more heavily
loaded than he anticipated, but determined to make the effort to reach a
particular chute in the falls as the only chance of escape. In the crisis of
pressing down the chute the boat struck. " It seemed that all was lost! The
silence was unbroken. Getting over the rock, she was a moment free, and
then struck again. Again she was free, and again struck. Her bottom grated
on the reef. Not a word was spoken. The boat floated on. The captain cried
out, 'Try the pump!' 'No water!' was the answer. God had delivered
-them. The gentleman who kneeled next to the Bishop heard him solemnly
murmur, 'The Lord be praised for His mercies!'"
Three miles below Louisville the passengers were landed, under a deep sense
of gratitude to the intrepid pilots and the brave crew who had become the
instruments of the divine interposition. "How remarkable," writes Bishop
McIlvaine, "was the hand of God in causing the ferry-boat to strike the
.reef just where she did. .A little further, and no help could have come to us,
on account of the current." He then records" his immeastwable indebtednef.s
.to the gmce of God for the quiet, peaceful, hoping, ctnd tt'usting mind He gave
me all the while." He says: "In the large boat I realized all the peril. I
'was often very cold and shivered, but I was in a state of peace. I then j'ejoiced
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that I had left a last testimony to the Gospel in my 'Trttth and Life,' then
ncently published. If I was enabled to exhibit in any degre~ an example
by which God was glorified, 0 LOi'd, Thmt didst it-not I; not my courage.
I enjoyed simple, shm·t, silent prayer with my eyes shut. It seemed as if I
was very near the Arm of Strength and the Bosom of Refuge, and, 0 Lord, Thou
didst minister to me; and wilt Thou not grant me that sweet presence,
that sustaining grace, that precious peace, that help as my day shall be,
when I shall be really in the shadow of death 1"

May we be excused for stating how, personally, we can most thoroughly
enter into the feelings of the departed Bishop, at that most critical
juncture, when his life was'so imperilled! He rejoiced in the thought
of being privileged to leave a testimony for God and truth that should
outlive the little span of life, and, when dead, he might thus speak
for his ever-blessed Lord and Master. What but the like feeling
animated the Apostle Peter, when he said, "Yea, I think it meet, as
long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in
remembrance; knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle,
even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath showed me. Moreover, I will endeavour
that ye may be able after my decease to have these things always in remembrance"
(2 Peter i. 13-15).
The biography continues:Thirteen years later, in April, 1873, Canon CanlS was privileged to watch
over the dying bed of Bishop McIlvaine, at Florence, and is able, in these
" Memorials," to witness how fully this prayer of the good Bishop was then
answered, and to record, as an eye-witness, that "for the last twenty days' the
Bishop lay in sweet and solemn expectcttion at the beautiful gctte of the temple; "
and that " the closing scenes of his life were pervaded with a sweet and holy
serenity than which nought could be more impressing. His friends could
not have asked or desired a happier release. The sun went down in glory
undimmed by a single cloud."
Bishop McIlvaine's perilous experience on the falls of the Ohio, in 1855, was
like a rehearsal of his peaceful death-bed on the banks of the Arno, in 1873 ;
and we have been, therefore, tempted to anticipate and place them side by
side. On both occasions he had the same Refuge and the same confidencelooking not to himself or his own righteousness, but simply to Jesus Christ,
the Author and Finisher of faith.
His marvellous deliverance on the Ohio only seemed to stimulate him to new
works of self-denial and self-sacrifice; and we find him soon after givin u thanks
that he was enabled, "unwearied in spirit, with a measure of f1·eshness and
elasticity," so widely to preach Christ; and even expressing surprise that,
,c considering where I go, and the circumstances I often preach in, the truth seems
always fresh and sweet."

We hope to take up this precious volume again.

Wheat-Meal Bread; Advantages of Wheat and Whole-Meal Breads; Bread
Reform. Published in connection with the Bread Reform League.
A PHYSICIAN asks, "Can you explain in any way why the dental profession and its large manufacturing interest has sprung up within the
last two generations for the making of teeth 1" and he answers his
question thus: c'I believe in my own mind that it is simply because our
food is deprived of the lime, salts, and so on, which are really required
for the growth of the human bones, and more particularly for the
teeth."
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It seems that wheat, in the good providence of God, contains all the
celements which are necessary for the thorough nourishment of the
human body; and in this sense, as well as in other senses, it deserves
rthe title of the" staff of life; " but, by persistently removing all the outer
~parts of the grain, and using only the inner parts, in the preparation
of bread, we not only deprive ourselves of some of its most
nourishing qualities, but we especially deprive ourselves of its
bone-forming ingredients, which are essential for health and
·,strength.
The Bread Reform League is doing a good work in calling attention
·to this fact, and advocating the use of bread made from the whole
of the wheat; yet not what is commonly called" brown bread" (which
'is too often composed of a very inferior kind of flour, mixed with a
certain quantity of bran, or the outer parts of the grain, and imperfectly
ground), but bread made of wheat thoroughly ground in a steel mill,
somewhat like a coffee-mill, and passed through a fine sieve.
The
League affirms that this bread thus made is easy of digestion, thoroughly
nourishing, and ought to be cheaper than the ordinary bakers' bread.
They also publish directions as to the best method of making it, and
-a very important point-a list of bakers willing to supply the bread
thus made, and of millers who prepare the flour. Miss Yates, the
courteous honorary secretary, of No. 17, St. Edmund's Terrace, Regent's
Park, is willing to give all needful information upon the subject, and
we gladly call attention to it as one which is of considerable importance.

Life and Sermons of Daniel Smart, Minister of Providence Chapel,
Cranbrook. London: E. vVilmshurst, vVarwick Buildings, Paternoster
Row; and Spencer Place, Blackheath.
IVE cannot tut endorse the words of commendation in which we have
heard this work spoken of. Divine life and light characterize page after
.page. Had Mr. Smart dwelt at greater length upon some of the many
facts upon which he merely touches, we believe it would have
illcreased the interest and usefulness of the book before us.
.Report of the Proceed·ings of the Nineteenth Cl-ifton Conference. Bristol:
1. E. Chilcott, Clare Street.
IN addition to the various addresses given at the above Conference,
the Report contains an Introduction by Mr. OmIIsToN, and the Sermon
preached by the Rev. TALBOT 1\.. L. GREAVES at the Memorial Church
Clifton, on the morning of October 6th, at the close of the Conference.
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