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FAREWELL TO 1884!
"Hitherto have ye asked nothing in My name: ask, and ye shall
receive, that your Joy may be full.".--J OHN xvi. 24..
BELOVED, we know of no more suitable Scripture with which to
close up our first articles for the year than the above. Viewing
it in the light to which we alluded in our last, what can be more
true, in the retrospect of the year, than the fact that, by comparison with thejmmeasurable fulness that is treasured up in Christ,
we 'have, as it .were, "ASKED NOTHING"? In reality, we have
such poor and mean and contemptible ideas of the greatness, as
well as the glory, of the Lord, that we fail to discover wh.at
inexhaustible resources are in Him.. "In Him all fulness dwells."
But what that fulnes3 is we fall utterly short, even in our largest
and most comprehensive conceptions, to realize. Yea, eternity itself
will fail to disclose, even to the myriads upon myriads of the
glorified, what are the heights and depths, the lengths and breadths,
of that boundless and inconceivable immensity which is in Christ!
It is a tale "ever telling, yet untold!" A perpetual unfolding,
yet never revealed! A storehouse uninterruptedly and eternally
pouring forth of its vast and inexhaustible treasures, and yet no
sign of the veriest diminution! A fountain always flowing, and yet
perpetually overflowing! A "multitude which no man can number,"
ceaselessly and unintenuptedly drawing from this ocean fulness,
and yet the resources such as fail to show, as far as exhaustion
is concerned, that a single applicant has ever been supplied!
Myriads upon myriads, age after age-yea, through the everpassing ages of a never-ending eternity-the partakers, and that
ceaselessly, uninterruptedly, continuously, of this ever-flowing and
overflowing fulness of a glory, a blessedness, a satisfaction, that
baffles all thought or conception even of glorified spirits, and yet
not the semblance of failure or exhaustion!
Beloved, if the Apostle, down here in this vale of tears, with
all the limited thoughts and circumscribed ideas which of necessity
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cleave to poor fallen flesh-if he, under such circumstances, exclaimed, "Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! how unsearchable .are His judgments, and His
ways past finding out!" what must be the feelings-what the
emotions-'----what the rapture-of the redeemed as they bask in the
fulness and the blessedness of the glory of the upper and the
better world?
Ah! dear reader, would that we could continuously dwell, in sweet
and blessed contemplation, upon these divine verities! How would
such contemplation serve to divert us from the various sorrows and
trivial exercises which serve so to rivet our chains, and bind us
down to this poor, perishing world ! Would that the Apostle's view
of matters were more continuously and uninterruptedly ours, where
he -exclaims, "I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are
not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed
in us" (Rom. viii. 18) ; and, "For our light affliction, which is
but for a moment, worketh for ns a far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory; while we look not at the things which are seen,
but at the thiDgs which are not seen: for the things which are
seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal"
(2 Cor. iv. 17, 18).
But now, with respect to what we have been so ceaselessly receiving at the Lord's hands, we repeat that sure we are that it is " as
nothing" compared with what He has to bestow. We are "not
straitened in the Lord, but we are straitened in our own bowels"
(2 ·Cor. vi. 12). We are so prone to measure Him by our own little
contracted selves, and this is "scant measure" indeed-altogether
unworthy of such a God, whose are the cattle upon a thousand
hills, and the gold and silver also. Oh, mark His own words, dear
reader-" For every beast of the forest is Mine, and the cattle
upon a thousand hills. I know all the fowls of the mountains;
'and the wild beasts of the field are Mine" (Psa. 1. 10, 11).
Observe, moreover, what is declared of Him in Isaiah xl. 15-17 ;
"Behold, the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are counted
as the, small dust of the balance; behold, He taketh up the isles
as a very little thing. And Lebanon is not sufficient to burn, nor
the beasts thereof sufficient for a burnt offering. All nations before
Him are as nothing; and they are counted to Him less than nothing,
and vanity." And again, in the twenty-second verse-" It is He
that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof
areas grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain,
and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in." Think for a
moment of that wonderful description of His greatness and the vastness of His knowledge, as expressed by the Psalmist, in his 147th
Psalm and foulth verse-" He telleth the number. of the stars; He
calleth them all by their names;" and see its immediate connection
with His pity and His tenderness-" He healeth the broken in
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heart, and bindeth up their wounds" (vel'. 3). And then again, in
the eleventh verse, " The Lord taketh pleasure [marvellous!] in them
that fear Him, in those that hope in His mercy." Oh, poor sinner,
what encouragement for you and ourselves-" in those that hope in
His mercy"! How sweetly does this harmonize with the utterance
of N ehemiah, as found in the last verse of the first chapter of his
Book-" 0 Lord, I beseech Thee, let now Thine ear be attentive to
the prayer of Thy servant, and to the prayer of Thy servants, who
desil'e to fear Thy name."
Reader, is not this coming down low indeed? Well may every
poor, sin-convinced, law-condemned, conscience-affrighted soul take
refuge under such a statement as this. It is fraught with the
richest encouragement.
But let us not for a moment lose sight of the glorious verities
left upon record, as so blessedly connected with the omniscience
and the wondrous possessions of the God of the whole earth.
In sweet and precious harmony with the fact that He "feedeth
the young ravens when they cry," and that "He openeth His
hand, and satisfieth the desire of every living thing," we learn
that. He sent by the ravens "bread and flesh in the morning,
and bread and flesh in the evening," to maintain His servant
Elijah as he dwelt by the brook Cherith. Moreover, He verified
His word, that "the barrel of meal should not waste, nor the
cruse of oil fail," so that the prophet, the widow, and her sou
should still be nourished, even thoug-h the famiue prevailed. The
self-same omnipotent J ehovah fed His people during their forty
years' wanderings in a "waste, howling wilderness," where there
was neither seed-time nor harvest, storehouse nor barn; yet they
were maintained with angels' food, and drank of the smitten rock,
the stream from which followed them all their journey through.
By the self-same Almighty One, then tabernacling in the flesh,
a vast multitude were fed with five barley loaves and a few small
fishes; and this miracle was repeated, in proof of His absolute
power and dominion. Never was J ehovah at a loss ! Never
did a difficulty present itself the which He. was not able to
overcome! Never a want the which He could not supply! Never
a danger the which He could not surmount!
True it is that, upon one occasion, in reply to His declaration
that Israel should eat flesh, not merely for "one day, nor two
days, nor five days, neither ten days, nor twenty days, but even
a whole month," Jehovah was challenged by His servant Moses
with the statement, "The people. among whom I am, are six
hundred thousand footmen; and Thou hast said, I will give them
flesh, that they, may eat a whole month~ Shall the flocks and
the herds be slain for them, to suffice them? or shall all the fish
of the sea be gathered together for them, to suffice them?" (Num.
xi. 21, 22.) Nevertheless, the Lord proved to a demonstration
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indeed that He was able to fulfil His word and to accomplish
His purpose. Yea; in every age, and under an infinite "variety
of circumstances, He has confirmed and ratified His word, that
"He doeth according to His will in the army of heaven, and
among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay His hand,
or say unto Him, What doest Thou?" (Dan. iv. 35.)
And, reader, what say you, in regard to this matter of supply?
Have you ever been left? Hath the promised provision ever
been withheld? Hath aught failed of all the good things which
the Lord our God promised? Hath not all come to pass, and
not one thing failed thereof? Losses you may have had; disappointments may have attended you; defeats you may have
encountered. Notwithstanding, however, have you ever lost that
which was intrinsically your own ? Was not all you ever
possessed merely a loan from above? and had not the lawful
Owner a perfect right to recall, at His pleasure, what belonged
to Himself? But, in spite of the recalling what thus belonged to
Himself, has He not strictly fulfilled His promise, "Thy bread
shall be given thee, and thy waters shall be sure"? Have you
been starved, even though you have had to grapple with losses
and crosses? Nay, we would ask, Have not such times of loss
and cross been attended with some special signs and tokens of a
Father's love and a Father's care? What about the peculiar
methods and the marvellous interpositions, in regard to supply,
when the ordinary resources have been cut off? Has not the
Lord, at such a juncture, or in connection with such a crisis,
adopted a course so special, so peculiar, so unsought and
unexpected, that you have been compelled to exclaim, "This is
the Lord's doings, and it is marvellous in our eyes"?
Moreover, have you not, by these very means, and through
those very instrumentalities, had clearer proof and more unmistakable evidence than you otherwise could have had, that "the
government is upon His shoulders," and that He rules as
universal Sovereign over all kingdoms, all authorities, all powers?
Then have you learnt that all hearts are in your Father's hands;
all events under His divine control; and that, at His bidding,
whatever opposes must yield to His rightful dominion.
Oh, how invaluable and how abiding are the lessons thus learnt
in the school of affliction, and what an insight do such lessons
give into the loving, tender, compassionate heart of Him who,
"like as a father pitieth his children, pities those who fear
Him"! How, under His Fatherly discipline, is learnt the precious
fact that" Good when He gives, supr;emely good,
Nor less when He denies;
E'en crosses, in His sovereigu' hand,
Are blessings in disguise."

Again, have you not, at times at least, been amazed as you
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have reHected upon the~ost ,gracious and condescending way in
which the Lord has anticipated your wants? You have had such
striking- proof that "the Lord' has gone out before you;" that
He has made provision for this and that necessity ere that
necessity had really come to your knowledge. It has been the
Lord's tender and loving dealings with His servant the prophet
repeated in your case-" I have commanded the ravens to
feed thee there;" "I have commanded a widow woman there
to sustain thee." In each case the preparation was in advance
of the privation. In like manner was the gracious intimation,
"Arise and eat, because the journey is too great for thee." How
loving! how considerate! how real and effectual! And this,
beloved, is just the nature of the Lord's dealings. What He
was then, that He is now, and will be to the end of time.
"Your Father knoweth what things ye have need of before ye
ask Him," blessed be His name!
We have, beloved, dwelt more particularly upon the past.
Blessed be God, however, the future must be as firm and as sure
and as blessed, in its developments, as the past! Whatever our
fears, disquietude, or misgiving, to the contrary, we repeat, it MUST
be so; and why? Because it is under the same divine control
as the past! Be it remembered that J ehovah lives, as it were, in
one eternal NOW! He sees the end from the beginning. "All
things stand naked and open unto Him with whom we have to
do." "A thousand years in His sight are but as a day, and a
day as a thousand 'years." The" covenant" is not only "ordwed
in all things," but it is "sure"-sure of accomplishment-as sure
to be fulfilled in every minute particular as Jehovah can make it.
In proportion as we question the fact; we un-Deify Him! He
cannot fail! He cannot overlook! He cannot be unmindful! To
the very last and to the utmost letter, "He UJill work, and none
shall let or hinder." He will "work all things after the counsel
of His own will." "His counsel shall stand, and He will do all
His pleasure."
Upon these grounds, it is at once our province and our privilege
to approach Him with His pledge in our hands, His promise on
our lips. He has bidden us to plead with Him-to "bring
forth our strong arguments "-to bid Him" remember the word
unto His servants upon which He has caused us to hope."
Now, by way of summary, what a promise is that-how large!
how full! how comprehensive !-" My God shall supply all your
need, according to His riches in glory, by Christ Jes.us." What
could be fuller? what more adapted? what more blessed? And,
as it has been fulfilled to the very letter, up to the present moment,
so, in like manner, it shall be fulfilled down to the remotest period
of the time-state. Every child of God-the weakest, the frailest,
the most obscure and the feelingly least worthy-shall realize his
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or her part in this covenant pledge of a covenant God.
such in due time testify-

Yea, all

" My Shepherd doth supply my need;
J ehovah is His name ;
In pastures fresh He makes me feed,
.
Beside the living stream."

Do not many of our readers remember the case of the old disciple
who occupied the little cottage at the foot of the W reckin, near
Wellington, in Shropshire? In common with others, she had at
times her doubts and her fears as to whether the supplies for her
poor, frail tabernacle would last. Under these circumstances, she
one night had a dream. She ,b'1.·.1.t that she saw mountains of
bread and mountains of cheese ;at'<l then the question was asked
whether, with such ample provision, there could be any doubt
about her little requirements being met?
Why, beloved, to our mind, there 'cannot be a doubt that,
vast as has been the drain which has been going on for so many
centuries, there is still hidden beneath the surface of the earth
far, far more than has ever found its way to that surface. It
has been said that the sea is richer than the dry land. If such
be the cas,e, we may be very certain that there are vast mines
of wealth down, down in the bowels of the earth. Moreo,'er,
such is the power of Him who created all things out of nothing,
that He could, in one moment, turn stones into nuggets of gold,
and hard rock into rubies of priceless value! "Is there anything too hard for the Lord?" "By the word of the Lord
were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath
of His mouth. He gathereth the waters of the sea together
as an heap: He layeth up the depth in storehouses. Let all
the earth fear the Lord: let all the inhabitants of the world
stand in awe of Him. For He spake, and it was done; He
commanded, and it stood fast" (Psa. xxxiii. 6-9).
What if we do live in strange and perplexing times? What
if men do cavil at His Word; and, as was foreshown should
be the case, as one of the marks and tokens of the last times,
what if they do cry, "Where is the promise of His coming? for
since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were
from the beginning of the creation"? Still," the Lord is not
slack concerning His promise, as some men count slackness." Our
God loves to be tested! He delights to be proved! We had
nearly 'said, He will be the more ready, under the present existing
state of things, to give heed to the cries and importunities of
His poor and needy ones, that so thereby they may stand forth as
His witnesses in the midst of "an evil and adulterous generation."
He will prove, in His own divine way, that He Himself reigneth,
and that He will" ever be mindful of His covenant." He hath
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pledged Himself to the precious verity that "My people shall
never be ashamed."
Hence, when He says, "Ask and receive, that your joy may
be full," He purposes that, in so asking, with child-like simplicity
and filial confidence, He will so make bare His mighty arm,
and so cause His wonder-working providence to appear, that even
the carnal and the profane and the scoffing and the rebellious
shall be compelled to see-aye, and in their very heart of hearts
to "take knowledge "-that such despised-aye, and secretly
~nvied-ones have in very deed "been with Jesus;" that such
have "bread to eat that the world knows not of;" that they
have resources and privileges and blessings, and advantages of
which the world is vitally ignorant. In a word, that such are
authorized to sing" Boast not, ye sons of earth,
. Nor look with scornful eyes;
Above your highest mirth
My saddest hours I prize:
For, though my cup seems filled with gall,
A something secret sweetens all. "

St. Luke'8, Bedmin8ter.

THE EDITOR.

THE MORNING TEXT.
SOME word that, like a guiding star,
May shine upon me from afar,
And be as quickening beam from
heaven,
To light my onward footsteps given.

Some word so to my spirit spoken,
That it shall be as some love-tokenMost precious that it shows the love
Of THE true Friend who dwells
above.

Some word that, like an angel-friend,
'May all my day's march through
attend;
And, with a voice most sweet and clear,
My faint and feeble spirit cheer.

Some word that, like sweet music's
strain,
Upon the memory may remain,
And serve awhile to harmonize
The changeful thoughts within that
rise.

Some· word that, like the chime of
_bells,
Whose sound upon the breezes swelli,
And guides the wanderers that roam,
May guide me to my longed-for
home.

Some word to prove a Gospel wine,
And through my soul pour strength
divine;
To help me through my daily taskLord, such a word as this I ask.

Fgr only Thou canst give the gift
Which can the soul to Thee uplift;
The Spirit's heart-illuming light,
Endued with love's life-giving might.

E. L.T.
AFFLICTION is one mean which the Lord employs in order to secure
and ensure the prayers of His people (Hosea v. 15).-Wakeli-ng.

712

The Gospel Magazme.

"NOT DIVIDED."
"Saul and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant in theiT l£ves, and in their
death they we1'e not divided."-2 SAlIIUEL i. 23.
" OH, the precious 'Wayside Notes'!" writes a widowed sister. " I sat
up late last night to read them, sweetly realizing that' my Maker is my
Husband.''' After a happy union, lasting thirty-eight years, this dear
one was called to part with her eartWy beloved; but she adds, "Never
shall I have to say concerning my eternal Husband, 'As death us do
part.' " Thy loved one, dear one, is dead-nay, only sleepeth; for
he was a child of God, enriched in spiritual things, and ripe for glory.
True, cold he lies in the grave below, but his spirit is above, in the
realms of peace and joy; and, though separated for a time, thou art
really "not divided."
The testimony of this widowed one, dear reader, has touched the
right chord in my heart, and brought home with melting power the
sweetness of the fact, with regard to Christ and His own, that they are
not, nor wilI they be, ever" divided." Lead, gracious Spirit, into the
comfort of this assurance: the oneness-the blessed, hallowed oneness
-of the family of .God; diverse in their positions in this life; distant
far from one another; yet, in the sight of God, one in Christ, drinking from the same fountain, holding the same Head, loving the same
truths, all taught of the same Spirit; the grQwth varying, but the
same grace given in measure, and that grace bringing to glory-not a
hoof left behind-not a little one forsaken-all gathered to Christ and
in Christ, for" His name, His honour, and His blood,
4.re pledged to bring them home to God;
And all His Ohurch shall come and prove
Jehovah's free, unchanging love."
As far as the expression is concerned, with· regard to Snul and
Jonathan, that" in death they were not divided," possibly it refers to
the fact that they were slain in the same battle on the mount of
Gilboa. Certainly it cannot have a spiritual meaning, for two more
opposite characters could not well be. J onathan was a good and
valiant man, faithful to David and the Lord's' people, while Saul was
a wicked man, and a persecutor of David without cause. "Ve only
take the expression and apply it to those who are one in Christ, and
whom, when even death comes, are not in truth divided; and here we
leave the mere history, desiring spiritual teaching upon that indissoluble
union to Christ and to one another which nothing can sever" Blest union, formed by love divine;
Ohrist says I'm Ris, and He is mine;
His choice He never will revoke,
Nor let His covenant bond be broke."
But the idea of union to. Christ, with many modern teachers and
preachers, is, that such union is being reckoned as belonging to Christ;
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but we contend, upon Scriptural grounds, that union to Ohrist is not
a mere reckoning, but a 1·eality. An attorney may act for a client
without any real oneness in person; but, without that oneness in full
reality, he cannot expiate by his bodily sufferings his client's offences.
Now, our precious Advocate, it is true, pleads our cause before the
throne; but more, much more than this-He has, by the offering of
His body once for all a Sacrifice for the sins of His people, "'perfected
for ever them that are s~nctified." This is more than a mere reckoning. He has become our Substitute, Surety, and Saviour, standing and
suffering in our stead.
Let us, beloved, look together a little furcher into this difference,
for it is importanc for the soul's welfare and comfort, namely, that
union to Ohrist is not a mere 1'eckoning, but a reality. We are said to
be "members of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones;" and what
about a mere reckoning in those sublime assertions of our blessed Lord
-" I in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be made perfect in
one;" "That they may be one, as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I
in Thee, that they also may be one in Us;" "For both He that
sanctifieth and they which are sanccified are all one" 1 Arid the
Apostle Paul says, "And they two shall be one flesh:, this is a great
mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the Church;" while in
other parts of the sacred Word we are said to be uniced to Him,
saved in Him, crucified with Him, ascended and seated with Him in
heavenly places. And the same gracious fact is shown us in a variety
of ways in the vV ord, proving it fully after God's mind and purpose.
Moses tells us that, when God created man, "male and female created
He them, and blessed them;" that He called their name "Adam" in
the day when He created them. Note this absorption into the headship of the first Adam; and it is so with the "last Adam," the Lord
Jesus Christ. Christ and His Ohurch bear one name. Both are called
"The Lord our Righteousness." "And this is ,His name whereby He
shall be called, The Lord our Righteousness" (Jer. xxiii. 6). " And
this is the name wherewith she shall be c!l.lled, The Lord our Righteousness" (Jer. xxxiii. 16).
Furchermore, the stones of a building are not 1'eckoned stones. They
are stones, making in compact the building itself. Christ is the Foundation of the spiritual temple, "in whom ye also are builded together
for an habitation of God, through the Spirit." Ohrist and His people
make the one temple, where God delights to dwell. The living stones
in a .spiritual temple at on e tell us of a something beyond and deeper
than a merely being reckoned stones; and the fact of their being li'lfing
tells of a union of life, which makes the whole a spiritual temple.
Oh, dear reader, for your comfort do mark this, which we have
called "a union of life "-the life of God in the soul-spiritual life!
Here is th!l.t which must come from God, and links to God-

,'i',

" Oh, teach us, Lord, to know and own
This wondrous mystery,
That Thou with us art truly one,
And we are one with Thee!"

But, again, the husband and wife are not 1'eckoned husband and
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wife. They ewe so, living in loving union-" For this cause shall a man
leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and
they two shall be one flesh. This is a great mystery, but I speak [says
the Apostle] concerning Christ and His Church."
Furthermore, the members of a body are not merely reckoned so.
They are members, each and all necessary to form one complete body
- " For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the
members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ."
Head and members have but one condition, and are in harmony and
sympathy with each. Sever the one from the other, and neither could
-exist.
Again, the precious ointment poured upon the head runs down to
the hem of Aaron's garments, and the whole man is anointed. So with
our spiritual Aaron and great High Priest. In anointing Him. the
Head, every member becomes anointed with and in Him, so that, when
one meml>er is honoured, all the members rejoice with it. So was it
that our blessed Lord said to His eternal Father, "The glory which
Thou gavest Me I have given them, that they may be one, even as We
are One."
. Have we not,· beloved, written enough to show that union to Christ
is something more than merely being reckoned His followers ~ It means,
if it means anything, a divine linking, a hallowed oneness, a gracious
absorption, which surpasseth understanding.
But thus far we have been running upon the lines of doctrine. It
is always well for us to deal also in spiritual matters with experience.
Each should have their proper place, and will do so in the teaching
of the Spirit. Let us look, then, a little experimentally at our subject.
"Not divided." NfJ, not really so, if the Lord's own, even tlwugh
denominations and distinctions sepamte km"e. The outside husk of religious
differences does not touch the kernel. The vital godliness of God's
living people and God's loving children will be found among all kinds
of outward shelterings, which are of little or no consequence. In the
reality of God's sight, they are all one in Christ, and there is no oneness out of Him. The angels at the pearly gates will not ask any
fresh comeI' whether he is Episcopalian, Baptist, or Independent, or
any other cognomen known among men, but, "Are you Christ's ~
Have you the token of the blood 1 Come in, thou blessed of the Lord!
Enter thou into the joy of thy Redeemer's heavenly presence."
Again, "not divided," even though we never meet this side of the portals
of heaven. What a wonderful thought it is that God, who, from His
high throne above, is looking down upon this globe, knows the spot
on earth where dwells each one of His family-that, whether it
be the Christian man battling with the. business of the day in a
treacherous world; or the Christian mother, in the midst of the
ceaseless cares of domestic life; or the Christian widow, left with a
group of children dependent upon her for their daily bread; or the
Christian sufferer upon the couch of affiiction; or the aged saint, a
few steps only from the grave-whatever be the condition, no matter
what-" My Father knows!" Jesus is looking on, and His scattered
Olies are all gathered together in God's sight in Him.
And is it not this blessed gathering in Him which makes them,
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though unknown in the flesh, yet well known in the spirit ~ It is my
privilege to know very many thus. Their tellings find a response in
my heart, and we feel we are walking in the same path Zionwards.
I have often had a secret desire to spend time in "visits to the
brethren," but the desire has never been granted me. The way has
been hedged up; and the Lord has seemed to say, "You know them
in the spirit, if not in the flesh, and that is sufficient." One very
precious exception to this deprivation has been granted to the writer
during the now fast-closing year. It was the enjoyment of the society
for a few weeks of our beloved Editor. Again and again we went
from Southsea to Southampton by sea, and the sweet oneness realized,
and the hallowed converse of kindred spirits, will not soon be effaced
from one's memory. Deeply interested were we also to go with him
to spots and places memorable to him in early days, and hear him
recount details of the Lord's gracious leadings and dealings with him.
Such fellowship is cheering, but, to the writer, an opportunity rich
and rare. May the Lord spare the life of our dear Editor for the
Church's sake, as well as for his dear wife's sake.
But to proceed. "Not di'lJided." Even though "the sun's behind the
cloud," the union exists the same. The golden chain may be seen in
the brightness of communion with Christ, or be hidden in the darkness of no communications of His love, but its hold, in the dal'k and
in the light, is the same. We see that solid chain hanging over the
bows of a vessel, but it dips into the dark ocean, and is lost to view.
But is its hold lessened because it is lost to view 1 Oh, no! It is
deep down, fastened to the anchor, and its hold is secure. So with
Jesus, our spiritual Anchor within the veiL At the heavenly end it
is all brightness, and at the earthly end it may be all gloom; but the
hold is the same, for "what can separate us from the love of Christ1"
All this tells the tale of. a hearldove to Him who hath first loved
us; and how we sink fathoms deep when He is not felt near! Blankness-that's the word which expresses the absence of Jesus, when felt
by the Christian, and communion with Him seems gone. But mark for
your comfort, beloved -union ceases not, though communion is not
realized. How often do we lose the sensible enjoyment of communion
with Christ; yet are we not really divided. The every-day duties of life
may be of such a pressing character that they demand the thought and
attention, yet the link is not broken; and, in the midst of all, the
child of God is found saying, "Now, Lord, another looking up unto
Thee-another unfolding of Thy love. Mercy has compassed me about,
and I have been upheld by Thy mighty power through life to the
present hour. No, Thou wilt not forsake me now. Still favour Thy
poor worm with glimpses of Thee, which shall cheer him onwards."
So it is with us, dear reader, again and yet again, the "Yet will I
look again towards Thy holy temple;" and fresh blessings and liftings
up do come. But the point I want to press home is this-that, if
they do not, we are not really divided from a precious Christ.
But, again, "not divided." No, although t.me's st1'Ong pl'eSSU1'e is bringing down the earthly tabemacle, for there is within that which is immortal;
and that hidden immortality, if linked to Omnipotency, is an eternal
linking, and the end of the golden chain is glory.
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And, speaking of the pressure of life ttlling its tale upon the mortal
frame, it has been the writer's lot sometimes to have broken in upon
a Christian man battling with the burden of commercial life. At first
the coldness of earthly greetings is manifest, but soon the right chords
are touched, and heart vibrates to heart. A brotherly bond and oneness is felt which gives proof of the family relationship. How different
are the positions of Christians in this life-how various their earthly
occupations-and sometimes they are found where one least expects to
find them; yet, in God's sight, they are" not llivided." Every member of the mystic body of Christ is known unto Him.
Further, "not divided," even though family divisions and opposition may
cause the ChTistian in expeTience to feel as "CL spaTTow alone upon the
Muse-top" -not understood by mortals, but well understooa by the
Great Immortal. How many households there are where there are
only one or two whom we can point to as being brought under the
"I will
power of vital godliness! "Who hath made us to differ ~ "
take you, one of a city, and two of a family, and I will bring you to
Zion." "I will take." Yes, it is the Lord the Spirit's work to bring
out and bring in the vessels of mercy. Oh, if God begins, all is well !
The end is secure, and the filling up is with Him. Mark His words
-" I will bring you to Zion." What a sweet and gracious promise!
And He will fulfil it, too, in your case and mine, beloved.
"Not divided," even though the Chridian's home be a humble one, in an
obscure position on this earth. For my part, I have learned more of
Christ in my visits to the abodes of God's poor than in the homes of
the rich. God's poor are often "rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom It-despised here, disregarded by the world, and yet, in the sight
of the Most High, as "kings and priests unto God."
It is a pleasing sight to see a godly man walking in the ways of
the Lord, and spreading a savoury influence around; and, if Jesus
makes One in the midst, although the home may be a humble one, it
is sure to be a happy one. However, whatever the position in this
life, rich or poor, dwellers in a cottage or a mansion, if the Lord's
own, all are one in Christ. The clothes make no difference in His
sight. All are alike spiritually clad in the robe of Christ's righteousness, and covered with the garments of salvation.
But, again, "not divided," even though the Atlantic Ocean separa1es
kindTed Spilits. We often think of that little· group of Christians in
the United Sta.tes of America, and of our valued correspondent, HENRY
WINTERS, of West Troy; Imd most grateful I feel to the Lord that
He should permit me to be the medium of sending them words of
Gospel truth and love. By the way, how highly favoured are our
distant friends, to be able to reach the ministrations of the R.ev. ~. A.
FISH! I read his germons, which they are pleased to send me, with
much profit. The good old covenant truths of the Gospel are brought
out with nnctuous power, I can assure these privileged ones that, in,
this so-called highly-favoured la.nd, we should have to go long distances
to obtain such sound and gracious teaching.
And I must, ere the year closes, refer to my many correspondents,
unknown in the flesh, but well known in the spirit. I would that I
could answer personally their valued communications, but the pressure
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qpon me will not allow it. Indeed, our beloved Editor remarked, in
a'recent conversation with us (knowing, as he does, my multiplied
duties), "It is marvellous to me that you can find time to write what
you do."
, ,
Dear friends, when I look back, and think of what I have written
under such circumstances, it is marvellous to myself. It is all of the
Lord, otherwise it would be impossible. But I just wish to say, Do
not withhold your communications because I am unable personally to
respond to them. Such acceptable communications just act with us as
what we may term, "feeding the fire." We often push little pieces of
coal between the bars, and it strengthens and enlivens the fire. Your
letters are like those little pieces of coal. They cheer me, and act as
fuel to the flame. Such testimonies, too, often confirm and strengthen
me in the advancement of truth, and thus bring honour and glory to
Him who is so worthy of our love. I see more and more, in this
age of creature-advancements and false religions, that one like ~yself,
who is swimming against the stream, and making a stand for vital
godliness, must be prepared to abide much alone, and be, like the
Master, "rejected of men."
Therefore, beloved, your spiritual communications, in our loneliness and rejection, are increasingly valued;
and they do tell us that, though alone, yet not alone. There are still
some left who adhere to the old covenant doctrines of grace, and are
walking in similar paths to ourselves. Dear MARTIN, of the Oircus
Ohurch, Southsea, whom we have been privileged lately to greet in our
own home, cheered us with a remark upon this point. He said, "During
my long absence, from illness, twenty-six men of truth have preached
ill the Oircus pulpit." God be praised for this ! No; He has not,
nor will not, leave Himself without witnesses. "Yet I have left Me
seven thousancl in Israel, all the knee3 which have not bowed unto
Baal, ancl who have not kissed him."
But, lastly, we come to the point from which we started, namely, to
the comforting fact that, if children of God, we are not 1'eally divided
No; the departed have only gone before. And, if so with
in death.
the members, supremely so with the Head. The Forerunner, who has
entered first within the veil, is beckoning His joint heirs onwards and
homewards.
And then death, to the believer, is only a sleep-" And the Lord said
unto Moses, Behold, thou shalt sleep with thy fathers." So also, when
our blessed Lord approached the tomb of Lazarus, He said unto His
disciples, "Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go that I may awake
him out of his sleep." Oh, what a comforting thought is here for
bereaved ones! If our dear ones 'have died in Ohrist, they but sleep
-they are resting in peace. They are one with us and we with them
still, although for a brief time they are away from us. They are
absent in the body, and present with the Lord. We are still in the
body, yet in union with the, Lord-ever present with Him, and He
with us. "Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end." Note
this truth, beloved, for your joy.
Yve often rej oice in a life-union to a precious, Ohrist, but is there
not also a mysterious sleeping, yet soaring, union with Him 1 The
body laid in the graYe, yet it sleepeth in Jesus till the resurrection
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morn, when it shall rise a glorified body, while the soul soars upwards
into His immediate presence, for He lives not without His redeemed
people.
They axe one with Him in the heavenlies now, and one
with Him in the heaven of heavens presently. How sweetly is this
joyous fact conveyed to us in those well-known words-simple, but
true-" And when I'm to die,
, Receive me !' I'll cry;
For Jesus hath loved me, I cannot tell why;
But this I can find,
We two are so joined,
He'll not live in glory and leave me behind."

In the late sojourn at Southsea, before referred to, we visited the
interesting ·cemetery at that place, and, halting before one gravestone,
which told of one whose form was once familiar to us, and whom we
knew as a "living epistle, read and known of all" by whom he was
surrounded, as we read the striking words on the memorial stone, we
exclaimed, "Ab! brother, we are' not divided'! No, 'not divided.'"
We sketched the gravestone. Here is a copy of it-

m
OD

IS

LOVE.

:'EDWARD PHILLIPS DOUDNEY,
OF KENILWORTH VILLA,
SOUTHSEA,
WHO ENTERED HEAVEN JUNE 25TH, 1875,

In his 71st year.

" A monument of grace,
A sinner saved by blood,
The streams of love 1 trace
Up to the Fountain, God:
And in His sacred bosom ue
Etemal t,~oughts of love to me."

-.

" Bold shall I stand in that great day,
For wlUJ aught to my charge shall lay?
Fully, through Thee, absolved I am
From sin's tremendous curse and shame."

But we must draw to a close; and, as we do so, there are four
words that have struck us as very precious and important- H They
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that are Christ's" (Gal. v. 24). Oh, beloved, all hinges upon those
words! If we are Christ's, we have all things in Him, and abound.
If we are Christ's, our feet are upon the Rock of Ages, and we are
safe for time and for eternity. If we are Christ's, we possess a peace
of mind which passeth undl)rstanding. If we are Christ's, all is well,
the discipline, the sorrow, the trial, the tribulation, all working for
our eternal good. If we are Chris,t's, we shall live with Him throughout the countless ages of eternity. "Oh, to grace how great a
debtor! "
Jesus has done all for us, and-best and brightest of all-opened the
kingdom of heaven, that His loved ones may be with Him where He
is, for Christ and His people are never divided.
And now, dearly beloved in the Lord, another milestone of our life's
journey is nearly past-another year nearly gone. What a mercy it
finds us still holding to the God of the Bible-still rejoicing in the
truths of the Bible-yea, clinging to Him who is Himself" the Word " !
Let tlie important fact we have dwelt upon cheer you-united to Christ,
never divided.
In tracing and thinking this out, we have seen that such union is
not a mere being nxkonecl followers of Christ, as modern divines teach
us, but it is a matter far deeper than this-it is a living reality. This
vital union is evidenced in the Scriptures of truth by Christ's people
being members of Christ's body, of His flesh, and of His bones; as
being living stones in the spiritual temple of which Christ is the Foundation; by the endearing relationship of husband and wife living in
loved union; and by the ointment which, anointing the head of our
spiritual Aaron, ran down to the very skirts of His garment, taking
all the members of the body in the anointing. And then, in looking
at this union of life experimentally, we have seen how the children of
God are "not divided," even though denominations and distinctions
separate them here; "not divided," even though we never meet this
side of the portals of heaven; "not divided," even though "the sun's
behind the cloud;" "not divided," although earthly pressure.is bringing
down the earthly tabernacle; "not divided," even though family
divisions separate, and the child of God often feels alone and lonely;
"not divided," even though the Christian's home may be a very
humble one, and he or she, like the Master, "despised and rejected
"not divided," even though the Atlantic Ocean may
of men;"
separate kindred spirits; and lastly, "not divided" even in death,
for death is only a sleep to the redeemed, preparatory to a reunion
in the brighter and better land; closing our tracings with the allimportant assertion, "They that are Christ's," for it all hinges upon
this.
Oh, beloved, what say you to these truths ~ May they inspire your
soul with true joy, and bring you comfort in the pilgrimage of life.
What have we to fear in the future, if united to Christ in an indissoluble bond ~ Nothing, nothing! All is well; all is safe!
Soon the year, ~88;4 will be with us a period for eyer past-a page
in one's history turned over. We shall tread, if spared, over the
border into the fresh future. The Lord only knows what is before
us; but what matter ~

~
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" Let trial and danger my progress oppose,
They'll only make heaven more sweet at the close;
Come joy or come sorrow, whate'er may befall,
A home with my God will make up for it all."

Farewell, beloved! If spared, we hope to meet you in thought at
the opening of 1885. Remember, space and circumstances may sever,
yet, after all, the family of God are "not divided."
Burtonon-Trent.
G. O.
"OOME AND HEAR."
(PSALM

lxvi. 16.)

DEAR READER,-There is much said of ·us who hold the Scriptural
doctrine of salvation by grace which is not true. We, amongst other
things, are said to be "exclusive;" but we say, "Oome and hear," as
David did, "all ye that fear God, and I will declare what He hath
done for my soul." David knew that those only who feared God
would be interested in the subject, and I know the same. The carnal
heart still finds the things of God foolishness. It is those only, then,
"who fear God," whom I invite to "come and hear what He hath
done;" and this is especially suitable for the present day, when so
many preachers and writers are calling on the poor creature to do
impossibilities :I

WAS lost, and Jesus fuund me;
Hungry, and He fed;
Thirsty, 'twas He who gave me drink;
Sick, and He held my head.

I was friendless and a widow,
None could brother call;
He said He would my Brother be,
My Husband, All in all.

I was in prison, closely bound,
And m1 debt was large;
He made Himself responsible,
And gave a full discharge.

Jordan's wa.ves were rising high;
Nature, shrinking, faints;
He whispers, "Precious in My sight
The death of all the saints."

I was ignorant, He taught me
(None can teach like Him);
Polluted, and He washed me,
And then pronounced me clean.

He told me of the home preparedTold its boundless wealth;
No night, no sicknesses, are there,
But all is light and health.

I was ragged, and He clothed me
(Comely is the dress)
In linen, fine and pure and white'Tis His own righteousness.

To everlasting I shall be

Weary with my journey, He would
Carry me awhile;
When sorrowing, heavy-laden,
He cheered me with a smile.

Near to His dear side;
Because from everlasting I
Was chosen for His bride.
Oh, could my finite senses now
Realize the bliss,
How little would the trials fret
Of this waste wilderness!
M.L.S=.

SECURE professors are troublesome and dangerous people, who, when
they have but only looked upon the outside of the Bible, or have
heard a few sermons, do presently think they have the Holy Ghost-that they understand and know all-but godly hearts are of another
mind, and do pray daily, "Lord, strengthen our faith! "-Luthe1'.

I
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" And the Lord theiT God shall save them in that day as the flock of His
people: for they shall be as the stones of a m'own, lifted up as an ensign
upon His land. Fm' how gnat is His goodness, and how gTeat is His
beauty! com shall rnake the young men cheerful, (md new wine the maids."
-ZECHARIAH ix. 16, 17.
ALL the blessings which are in the hand of a covenant God to bestow,
and all the high privileges contained in the" countless stores of grace,"
are, in wondrous love and mercy, made unto "prisoners of hope," in
whom is present possession of hope, and yet the prospect of hope
that is to come-" Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ" (Titus ii. 13).
It is theiT God who shall save them; nor could they rest, these poor
"prisoners of hope," in any salvation short of that brought in and
wrought out for them by their mighty and everlasting God.
It must be personal, to suit such poor, undone sinners as you and
me, beloved. It must come direct from Him who says to my heart,
"Wilt thou not from this time cry unto mo, },t[y FatheT?" Like
Thomas, we are not satisfied that another should see Jesus, to convince
us that it is He. No; the print-holes must be felt, ere we cry, "jjt[y
Lord and my God." And so it. is not enough to some poor, well-nigh
despairing, burdened, conscience-stricken sinner that Jesus came to save
such, and has provided for such a means of escape. It is not enough
. that there is still balm in Gilead, and a Physician there. But it is
enough if He come to thee in the character of the Good Samaritan
binding up and healing, pouring in oil and wine, saving,thee from death,
and bidding thee to turn to the stronghold of hope, for the Lord's set
time to favour thee has come, and He hath saved, and He will rejoice
over thee with joy. His promise is, "I will keep thee;" and so thou
mayest rejoice in the covenant blessings, for His own words are, "My
people shall never be ashamed." Thus shall the Lord thy God save
thee, beloved, and pnt thee among the children. Thus will He bring
.thee to Zion, to sing the everlasting song of redeeming love amongst
Zion's sons and daughters.
"As the flock of His people." Another sweet character of our Saviour
is here brought in-the Shepherd caring for His flock, and oh, how
tenderly! The flock of His heritage is too precious ever to be lost sight
of. He knows the character of each-some that would wander; some
that would grow weary, and faint by the way-so He undertakes and
manages all for them Himself, and they may rest assured all will be
right. "He shall feed His flock like a shepherd." Different sorts
of food may be, and are, essential to their soul's health; but, coming
from His loving hand, "the bitter is sweet, the medicine is food."
And how sweet to know" He gathers the lambs with His arm "-not
even the little ones overlooked, but rather, in His tender compassion
for the weak and frail, carrying them in the strength of His almighty
and everlasting arms. Soon-very soon-will come that long-looked-for
3 A
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day when He shall gather His sheep together in one-when" there
shall be one flock and one Shepherd," and, with "Come, ye blessed
of My Father," they shall enter the realms of everlasting bliss with
Him who wills that they shall be with Him where He is in glory.
But to proceed with our text. "For they shall be as the stones
of a crown." As stones, we look back to "the rock whence we are
hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence we are digged." How are
these stones searched for, dug up, hewn out, cleared of their rubbish, and
undergoing the process of shaping and polishing! Saved for a purpose;
and such a value set upon them, that no trouble is too great in rescuing
them. "As stones of a crow'n I, their Lord has designed them, and as
such He will have them, cost Him what it may, and thus Infinity
marks them with intrinsic value. Love divine sets His choice upon
them, brings them to the light, displays His own mighty handiwork
upon them, and presents them to the Father. as "lively stones, built
up a spiritual house."
And, beloved, such an amount of work and care is bestowed upon
them that they may shine, and thus adorn the crown wherein they a1'e set.
I would have you mark this. Oh, for more shining Christians! Oh,
for more light from above, to shine out again as we journey along!
Oh, for more shining in the love and light of the Saviour, brightened
in the reflections of the beams and graces of the Holy Spirit-shining,
as the Father's smile rests upon us, as He looks on the Son of His
love, and accepts us through Him! He loves to see His jewels sparkling
o~t from amongst this world's tawdry toys-in the world, yet not of
it. May His grace ever prevent them from becoming tarnished. It
shall preserve them for their'" place prepared" above" His children partake of a life that's divine,
Ennobled with graces in glory to shine."

And to Himself shall be all the glory, whilst He shall "lift them as.
an ensign 'upon the land." He, as the mighty Conqueror, shall wear the
""Victor's crown, and His children shall sing praises unto the glories of
His grace.
.
"For how great is His goodness, and how great is His beauty!
corn shall make the young men cheerful, and new wine the maids."
There, at the marriage supper of the Lamb, we shall be able to admire,
unfettered, His goodness and beauty, and tune our harps, and sing a
new song before the throne-" Glory to the Lamb!"
" Arrayed in robes of righteousness,
With glorious crowns, and harps
of gold;
Among them .Jesus dwells to bless;
His matchless glory they behold:
And, as they gaze, repeat their
songs,
, Salvation to our God belongs! '

"Oh, when shall we among them
stand,
In .Jesus' righteousness complete;
Obtain our place at His right hand,
And cast our crowns before His
feet 1
We'll jo:n the heavenly chorus then,
, Salvation to our God. Amen.'''

R.
WE might as soon expect to find the Christian without sin as without trial.-Wakeling.
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OUR LATE PREACHING ENGAGEMENT IN LONDON.

"Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what He hath
.done for my soul."-PSALM lxvi. 16.
.
"Oh, that men would praise the Lord for His goodness, and for His
wonde:rful works to the child1'en of men! "-PSALM cvii. 8.
IN reply to the many letters we have received, expressive of the writers'
great disappointment with respect to our late preaching engagement in
London, we can only say, it has been a source of deep regret to our
own mind. How great that regret) words fail in attempting to express.
We would have had it otherwise if we could. In regard to the dis2.ppointment so many experienced, as well as to other facts in connection
with that engagement, our language is, "Even so, Father, for so it
seeme.d good in Thy sight."
The need of that surrender will at once appear to our readers, when
we apprize tl!em that we are wholly laid aside, at the present time,
and that as the immediate result of our late journey, It is long since
any circumstance has so served to test our faith, or to bring a certain
ripture so vividly before us, as our recent and present position.
The portion to which we allude is, "That the t1'ial of your faith, being
much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried
with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the
appearing of Jesus Ohrist" (1 Peter i. 7).
Now, as intimated in our last two Numbers, and as expressed' in the
sermon itself, as delivered in St. Mary VVoolnoth, ever since we have
been in the ministry we have had an earnest desire for once to stand
in that pulpit as God's witness! In so remarkable and in so gracious
a way did the Lord give heed to and answer our petition, on the 8th
of March, 1840, within a few yards of that sacred spot, that we longed
to te:;tify of lIis goodness, His condescension, His boundless love and
mercy, so that not only His dear children, but that men of th~ world
-the sceptic or the scoffer-might be l~d to reflect upon the fact of
how a man may be sustained-yea, soothed and comforted-under some
of the most painful and agonizing of circumstances.
The matter, as brought before the Lord, upon that long-gone-by
occasion, has never been erased from the memory, namely, that, if it
were for the encollmgement and well-being of any of His children, at some
future pe-riod, would He satisfy me as to the eternal safety of the soul of
that dear child whose lifeless body was then awaiting burial? Answered
as that petition was so pointedly, so promptly, so powerfully, by the
immediate application of that precious (so long unthought-of before),
"Is it well with thee ~ is it well with thy husband ~ is it well with
the child ~ And she answered, It is welt," is it not, we ask, most
natural that we should so long have had the desire to testify of such
astounding goodness and mercy upon the self-same sacred spot ~ That
such a privilege should ever be vouchsafed-the more especially as it
occurred seven years before .we were in the ministry-would-seem to
be most unlikely, But" is there anything too hard for the Lord 1"
Verily, "He is," as of old, "a God that doeth wonders." Yea3 A 2

.
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" Wonders of grace to God belong;
Repeat His mercies in your song."

Not merely, however, for the reason we have assigned was the
Church of St. Mary Woolnoth rendered sacred to us, but there were
other causes likewise.
The fact that such a marvellous trophy of rich
and free and sovereign grace as the beloved JOHN NEWTON so long
stood as a witness for God and truth, within its sacred precincts,
intensified one's personal interest in that place. Further, the fact that,
in our many years' business career in the very heart of London, we
used to pass and repass that church, the subject of weight and anxiety,
perplexity and anguish, which only business men can thoroughly understand, added in no small degree to the interest in that very spot; and
the facts connected therewith suggested many an Ebenezer!
Passing
by that church of a morning into all the thraldom, the travail, the
turmoil of business scenes, not knowing how this would work, or the
other terminate; how such a proposal would be received, or the consequence~, if such an experiment failed; pleading for favour in the eyes
of this one, or forbearance upon the part of that one. Ah! what sighs
in the morning, and what songs at night! What prayers in the morning,
and what praises at night! How we used to glance at that church
in the morning, and plead that NEWTON'S Deliverer would again be
one's own Deliverer !-NEWTON'S God one's own God! That He
who gave the one notes of thanksgiving and praise, would vouchsafe
like mercies to one's-self! Ah! reader, if streets and lanes, factories
and counting-houses, as well as churches and chapels, could speak,
oh, how would they respond and echo to the patriarchal testimony,
" With my staff I passed over this Jordan; and now I am become two
bands"!
Moreover, as an additional cause of endearment of that sacred spot,
we may state that it was within a few hundred yards of the Church
of St. Mary VVoolnoth, that precious word was suddenly applied, "The
Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valour." We felt amazedyea, bewildered-at the application, for we felt that" our might" was
indeed the very extreme of "weakness." However, within ten days
or a fortnight of that application, in the most unexpected way, we
received a letter from the late beloved Bishop of Cashel inviting us
to Ireland; and, in the course of two or three weeks afterwards, our
work in the sister-isle had commenced.
Again, the thought occurs to us that in Lombard Street, at one
corner of which the Church of St. Mary W oolnoth stands, a friend, in
the year 1832, in a tantalizing spirit, asked, "What prospect have you
before you 1"
He knew that our affections had long been set upon
her who afterwards became our bosom companion for seven rears.
The question inwardly disconcerted us, feeling that, from appearances,
there was ample ground for the inquiry.
Immediately, however, the
thought was presented to the mind, although we did not give utterance to it, "And have I not the same God to look to that has guided
and provided for you?" Ah! blessed be His name, we have proved
Him our all-sufficient God and Father all through the journey of
life!
Fifty-two years have passed away since the little incident
to which we have referred happened, but oh, what a God He has been!
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,lIow condescending! how gracious! how merciful! how tender! how
forbearing! how bountiful! how all-sufficient! how faithful! how true t
Blessed-for ever blessed-be His great and adorable name!
" I'll speak the honour of His name
With my last labouring breath;
And, dying, clasp Him in my arms,
The antidote of death."
Another fact occurs to us at the moment of writing.
Our dear
friend and brother in the Lord, the late Rev. ROBERT PYM, Rector of
Elmley, Yorkshire, told us that, when returning, wearied, from the
West End, as a banker's clerk, after leaving the notices, or collecting
the amount of the various acceptances due on such and such days,
he has said to himself, when passing the different City churches, _" Who
knows but some day I may preach in this or that church ~ "
It was
{)ur privilege, years afterwards, to hear him preach his first sermon in
London, in St. Michael's Church, Cornhill, but a short distance from
St. Mary W oolnoth.
Again, it was at St. Mary W oolnoth that the beloved WILLIAM
NUNN, of Manchester, preached his last London sermon. Although it
did not fall to our lot to hear ,that sermon, yet we heard much of it;
and what we felt, whilst his memoir was passing through the press,
under the editorship of dear Mr. PYM, no words can express. Suffice
i~ to say, how little did we, at the time, entertain the veriest idea that
we should one day occupy Mr. Nmm's pulpit in the Church of St.
Clement's, Manchester! How the review of these simple facts causes
us to exclaim, "What hath God wrought ~ This is the Lord's doings,
and it is marvellous in our eyes."
Blessed-for eyer blessed-be His
great and ever.glorious name!
" Oh. for such love let rocks and hills

Their lasting silence break;
And all harmonious human tongues
The Saviour's praises speak! "
Well, dear reader, with respect to business matters, we have given
a brief and merely passing sketch of what was our state of mind, and
what our varied exercises, extending over a period of some fourteen
years, during which there was no more seeming likelihood of what
has in very deed since come to pass than of the writer being made
Archbishop of Canterbury.
Under the circumstances just hinted at, had anyone whispered to
us, as from time to time we were wont to pasE: up and down Lombard
Street or King William Street, with our bead bowed down like a
bulrush, "You will one day stand in JOHN NEWTON'S pulpit, and
testify of the loving-kindness and faithfulness of a covenant God,"
. assuredly our reply would have been, "Impossible!"
'Ye write thus, and dwell upon the facts just stated, with the fervent wish and ardent desire to be instrumental in the hand of our
God of stimulating and encouraging our readers to look to and hope
in the same almighty, all-ll;racious, all-bountiful Friend and Deliverer.
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Oh, reader, He is-indeed He is-" mighty to save, and able to d()
exceeding abundantly above all we [can] ask or [even] think "" Oh, make but trial of Bis love;
Experience shall decide
Bow blest are they, and only they,
Who in Bis power confide!"
\

Well, as stated in preceding Numbers, when the offer of the church
had been really made, through the kindness of the Rector, and we
had really engaged to go, the Lord being our Helper and Sustainer,
the soul-travail became additionally heavy as the day drew near. We
had no wish to forego the engagement; on the contrary, we were
intensely desirous for its fulfilment. Yea, so anxious were we to bear
personal testimony to our God's divine goodness and mercy, His faithfulness and all-sufficiency, that we felt, if the effort issued in the
closing up of our earthly career, we were willing that it should be so,
rather than forego the engagement we had entered into.
In anticipation of standing in dear NEWTON'S pulpit, we had
repeatedly asked the Lord that we might be privileged to realize light,
'love, and liberty-clearness, calmness, courage.
As the time drew on, just within a day or two preceding the
journey, in answer to the oft-repeated plea that divine strength might
be perfected in our weakness, and His grace prove sufficient for us,
there was the sweet whisper-but it was so soft and gentle that we
,were afraid to grasp it as our own; still there was the hovering about
and the clinging to it-CC Fear not, for I am with thee; be not
dismayed, for I am thy God; I will strengthen thee; yea, I will
help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of My
righteousness."
,
Nothing could. have been sweeter-nothing more timely or precious.
Still there was the fear of presuming to take the word, lest it should
be self· chosen or creature-applied. Nevertheless there was, as before
remarked, the clinging to it, and the constant repeating it before the
Lord, in a way of plea or entreaty for its fulfilment, as embodying all
and everything one could wish or desire. Again, there was another
word resting upon the mind-" If two of you shall agree on earth as
touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of My
Father which is in heaven." Now, we felt that there were many twos
and threes supplicating the Lord on our behalf, in prospect of what
awaited us, and this fact was attended with no small amount of comfort and satisfaction.
With these facts, therefore, before us, we will leave our readers to
imagine as best they can, what was our state of mind at the juncture
to which we referred in our last. We had scarcely answered the
booking-clerk's inquiry, "Will you take an insurance-ticket 1" with a
" Nd, thank you; it makes one nervous," than down we fell upon the
hard pavement, over the two travelling-bags which had been carelessly
left on the pathway. For one of upwards of sixteen stone weight, and
within a little over four months of completing his seventy-fourth year,
to fall under such circumstances, is better felt than described. In
.years long gone by, we have been thrown again and again when on

\
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horseback, and out of this or that vehicle, even upon the hard stones
of the London streets. Never, however, do we remember to have felt
the terrible sensations upon those occasions that we did at the time
of which we speak. It was both sudden and severe. The anguish was
such, and falling flat upon the face as we did, we had not a doubt but
the nose was broken, and it would seem that the forehead and temple
were saved by the rim of the hat. Bruised and battered, we rose, or
rather, were raised, stunned and stupefied. But here was the point.
With our first thoughts came, "What does all this mean 1 How does
this agree with the ' Fear not, for I am with thee'? God is my Witness,
I came not at my own bidding, or of my own fleshly wish or will.
I am not to preach. This is why my dear friend SAUNDERS has
volunteered to accompany me. He is to preach, not I. Then what
comes of all my exercises-my pleadings and entreaties 1"
It was under such feelings and such cross-questionings as we have
imperfectly described, dear reader, we ventured to step into the train.
But for the presence of our dear friend SAUNDERS, it seemed
impossible that we could have done so. His attention and sympathy;
together with that of one of the railway superintendents, were such as
to soothe and strengthen the terribly unstrung nerves. With respect
to the oscillation of the train, we spoke in our last. We felt that, had
the carriage shaken as w,e have often found it on our railway journeys,
we should have been utterly overpowered, and the consequences would.
have been painful indeed. But the Lord did hear prayer, blessed
be His great and glorious name! Not merely did the train travel
smoothly, but, by degrees, the nerves rallied, the agitation subsided,
peace was vouchsafed, and a simple falling into the hands of the Lord
(feeling that His mercies were great) most blessedly realized j and, as
stated in our last, never do we recollect standing in a pulpit more
calm, less timid, and stronger in the Lord and in the power of His
might, than when we were permitted and privileged to occupy that
of St. Mary W oolnoth, on the evening of Wednesday, the 22nd
October, 1884.
" Oh, to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be!
Let that grace, Lord, like a fetter,
Bind my wandering heart to Thee."
" A monument of grace,
A sinner saved by blood,
The streams of love I trace
Up to the Fountain, God;
And in His sacred bosom see
Eternal thoughts of love to me."

Reader, the Great Searcher of hearts is our 'Witness that, in pencilling the preceding, as the Lord's prisoner, we have not done so
with a view of calling attention to self! God forbid! All and everything appertaining to the creature may well humble one in the dust
of self-loathing and abasement before the Lord. Our simple aim and
object has been- to endeavour, however feebly and imperfectly, to set
forth the marvellous condescension, the boundless love, the wondrous
care, the astounding mercy, grace, and goodness, of our covenant God

.
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and Father in Ohrist Jesus. In these last days of rebuke and blasphemy
-these days of scepticism and ridicule-we must-we will-as the Lord
may enable us so to do, bear our humble but emphatic testimony to
what He is, and what He does, as the God of all grace, and in the
rich displays of His providential goodness, loving-kindness, and care.
Altbough, as we have said, a prisoner, and for now above a week
confined to our chamber and study, tbrough erysipelas baving set in
upon the injured knee, still we look back with intense gratitude as we
contemplate the fact that our so many years' ardent desire has been
gratified. We have been privileged to stand, for once, as God's witness,
upon tbat most sacred spot, St. Mary Woolnoth. To His great and
ever-blessed name be all the praise!
We have one more wish of a similar character, but that, at least at
present, we keep to ourselves, watching the Lord's hand and leadings
in regard to the matter. If the desire emanates from Himself, it will
be ripened into fulfilment in His own time and way. Should such
come to pass, the retaining it as a secret within our own breast will
render the accompllshment the plainer and the more marked of Himself! ,
We will just add, that we pencil these "notes" on the eve of the
day we first left for Ireland. On the morrow, eight-and-thirty years
ago-with the word tbat bad first been applied, and, from the moment
of its application, rendered the sister-isle and its people of such intense
interest to our heart-we left our little cottage home at Perry Vale,
Sydenbam. That word was, "And he [Abraham] went out, not knowing
whither he went." If the reader has our book, "Credentials, Call, and
Claims ajthe Christian Ministry," and will turn to page 210 of that work,
he will see what we wrote within two or tbree hours of leaving our
little cottage, in order to enter upon that strange path and altogether
unknown sphere of labour. But oh, the goodness, the mercy, the compassion of our God, as then and there-yea, up to this very momentso richly, so bountifully, so blessedly displayed!
In conclusion, dear reader, in the fulness of our heart, we can but
exclaim, "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul: and all that is within me, bless
His holy name. Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His
benefits: who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy
diseases: who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth
tbee with loving-kindness and tender mercies; who satisfieth thy mouth
with good things; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle's"
(Psa. ciii. 1-5).
St. Luke's, Bedminster, November 3Td, 1884.
THE EDITOR.
SIGHT OF OowARDICE•...,-Ob, how uncomely a sight it is! A bold
sinner and a fearful saint; one resolved to be wicked, and a Ohristian
wavering in his holy course; to see guilt put innocency to flight, and
hell keep the field, impudently braving it with displayed banners of
open profaneness, and saints to hide their colours for shame, and
run from them for fear, who should rather wrap themselves in chains,
and die upon the place, than thus betray the glorious name of God,
by which they are called.-Gumall.
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HARVEST FESTIVALS.
THERE are, among other articles, two of such special importance in the
November number of the British P1'otestant, that we feel no apology is
needed for our transferring them to these pages, Had we the means
at command, we wou)d gladly send forth this number of the work in
question into the very length and breadth of Christendom, and that
by scores of thonsand~, with the hope thereby of rousing the thoughtless, the supine, the indifferent, to the momentousness of our position
as a professedly Protestant nation. We have now, to the utmost of
our feeble power, for forty-four years and a half, through the medium
of this Magazine, and, prior to that period, through other channels,
remonstrated with and exhorted our fellow-men upon the character
and corruption of Popery. vVe have dwelt upon its -treachery and
insidiousness-its aim and ambition,' even the subjugation of every
vestige of Protestantism, and the complete usurpation of all other
systems, in an absolute dominion and control throughout these realms.
Our eleven years' residence in the very midst of Romanism, and our
daily contact with it in so many of its phases, have furnished us with
a knowledge of its character and designs which its plausibility, craft,
and deception fail to obliterate.
Our readers will possibly remember the extract from a letter which
we published in our March number, 1882. It was from the pen of a
professed member of the Church of England, and addressed to his friend,
a Roman Catholic priest. He. thus writes-" Depend upon it, it is
only through the English Church that England can be Catholicized.
I trust," he says, "that I have told you enough of the present
movement to show that the work now going on in England is an
earnest and carefully-organized attempt, on the part of a rapidlyincreasing body of priests and laymen, to bring our Church and country
up to the full standard of Catholic faith and practice, and eventually
to plead for her union with you." He adds, "Als<;l you' know the
worth of hymnology as a means of spreading the faith. The collection
issued by the Catholic party (' Hymns Ancient and Modem ') are very
extensively used in P1'otestant congregations, who' are thereby unconsciously
imbibing the very essence of Catholic t1'uth. It is impossible to overrate
this most important agency at our command."
The above is copied from an article which appeared in the Union
Review of 1867. Of the downward progress of England and its
Church since that period there need little be said. As every thoroughly
conscientious Protestant must, upon principle, avoid that soul-destroying
book, "Hymns Ancilmt and Modern," the vast number of churches
in which it is adopted, and its immense circulation, will at once show
holV wide-spread the malady which is rapidly infecting the whole
of ChristendonL The argument is vain as to the many well-known
and highly Scriptural hymns which are to be found in the book. This
crafty design upon the part of its compilers renders the work the
more fatal and destructive.. Poison is the more dangerous when
administered in small doses, and where its presence is unsuspected.
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In addition, however, to its appeal to the senses-a system so
scrupulously adopted by Rome, by which the ear is so charmed by
music-the eye is now 'attracted, not simply by paint or colour, but
flowers of almost every hue. Hence our churches are not only turned
into music-halls, but likewise into horticultural and agricultural shows.
Moreover, for the purpose of interesting the people, and attracting the
young especially, and with a view to the maintenance of the house
and the service professedly devoted to God, not merely the dance, but
theatrical performances, are resorted to, so that funds may be obtained
thereby. In Popish countries, it is to Mass in the morning, to market
mid-day, and' the opera at night; and now Protestant England is so
assimilating itself to Popish France as, in its harvest festivals, it is "early
celebration," or "holy communion," before breakfast, to the service (or
the show, more properly speaking) morning and afternoon, and to the
concert or the dance at 'night. Alas! alas! what are we coming to ~
"Will not God be avenged on such a nation as this ~ " Can the Almighty
regard with indifference such practices ~ We say, no! He will, ere
long, rise in righteous judgment and retribution. He will avenge
Himself, of His enemies. He will separate the' chaff from the wheat,
and take the precious from the vile.
But here are the articles to which we have referred, as appearing
in the British Protestant for November:ONE MORE WORD OF. ALARM.-THE PAPISTS IN
WESTMINSTER ABBEY.
STEALTHILY, but surely, the Papists are gaining positions of menacing
advantage among us. Each session of Parliament sees some of the old and
honoured safeguards of the national faith sapped by the artifices of a
Romish clique in the Legislature, preparatory to their utter destruction when
the final word shall be given. The hopes of England's ultimate subjugation
to the rule of bel' ancient implacable foe-hopes warmly and patiently
cherished in the bosom of the MANNINGS, the NEwMANs, and the entire
Society de Propaganda Fide-become daily justified by facts-facts to which
the masses of our Protestant people alone seem blind. Now and again indeed
public attention is for a moment arrested by some more than usually bold
aggression of our crafty enemy, as, for instance, lately, when a Papist was
appointed by Mr. GLA.DSTONE to govern India in the name of our beloved
'Protestant Sovereign; and yet again when the pervert priest MANNING
was officially gazetted to take precedence on a Royal Commission before
the nobles of the land, and was placed in order of dignity next to the HeirApparent to the throne of these realms. These occasional outbursts of
public indignation at the advances of a foreign despotic power upon the free
soil of England soon, however, expend their strength. They generally end
in nothing practical or permanent. The astute leaders of the Popish plot of
the nineteenth century do not fail to note this want of public sincerity and
thoroughness. It acts indeed as an incentive to further encroachments on
our Protestant institutions, and to more overt assaults on those Reformation
principles which underlie the blood-won liberties of this long-favoured nation.
It is with faint hopes of sounding any really efficient note of alarm, therefore, that we direct attention to one of the most flagrant acts of insult done
to the faith of England since the idolatrous abominations of Antiehrist were
cast off by our forefathers three hundred years ago. To the Rornish press we
are indebted for a full revelation of the aims and ends of those who promoted
the venture in question. Under the headin~, "The Shrine of St. Edward,"
the Roman Catholic Universe (October 18th) had the following :-
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"On Monday afternoon, the abbey church of Westminster was the scene
of an unwonted and consoling sight. The fane forcibly reft from the
purposes of its foundation, polluted by the rude, steps of unbelievers, and
desecrated by unworthy worship for so long, received for a time a congregation such as once it welcomed. It was the feast day of Edward the
Confessor, and from the neighbouring temple of SS. Peter and Paul,
where High Mass had been sung, the entire gathering of the devout, headed
by their pastors [i. e. , priests], made pilgrimage to the shrine of the canonized
sovereign. There they prayed and besought the king that the England he
loved might be brought back to the one true faith. Heaven grant that
these orisons may be heard.
"The dull vergers must have been surprised. This was no rendezvous of
sight-seeing idlers, rushing round the tombstones in their silks, or gazing at
inscriptions with the curious eye of the tourist. These people did not come
on mission of antiquity hunting, or to hear the organ, or to stare at celebrities
at some well-advertised wedding or funeral. They entered into the church to
pray, and that in its most hallowed spot, and positively to pray. It is no
wonder the vergers were surprised; and priest and Levite, white-haired
men, ladies and children, the aristocratic and the lowly, knelt down on the
bare stones in the communion of religion, crossed themselves, and' piously
implored the last of the crusade monarchs to intercede with the Most High
that the England he guarded and honoured and treasured might be restored
to the fold. It was the loveliest and most encouraging spectacle, we maintain,
;witnessed under these dim aisles for many a century."
But where were the Dean and Chapter while this Papal invasion of one of
our principal Protestant churches was boldly being made? Further, on some
two former anniversaries, bands of Papists had mustered within the precincts
of the Abbey, avowedly to further the perversion of England to the faith of
Antichrist. Why, then, did the Dean and Chapter tacitly patronize this
Roman Catholic movement? Indeed, we go further. The Popish press had
publicly alluded to the matter some time prior to the actual visit, and had
even suggested, if we mistake not, that Dr. MANNL"'G himself should head
the Romish congregation on the occasion! Thus, year by year, our national
faith is insulted, and its custodians, the chief pastors and dignitaries of the
Established Church, stand.by like" dumb dogs." That the expectation of the
Papists is to get final possession of the Abbey and other churches, and' in
them to restore the intoler~.ble superstitions and idolatries of the past, is
abundantly evident. Let the concluding paragraph of the article in the
Uni'Ve1"se above quoted speak for itself ;"Should that much-consummated, earnestly-prayed-for conversion of
England ever be realized, the Abbey will revert to the original design, when
such sights as that of Monday will be not isolated exceptions, to be called
strange in the newspapers, but natural, normal, and reg11lar. The monks
will again parade the cloisters of the noble structure; the stations of the
cross will replace many an ostentatious tablet to nonentities whose chief
claim to immortality was their purse ; the rosary will again re-echo through
its lofty roof, the censer will swing. and the host be elevated with all the
affecting pomp and reverence of the ritual, amid the deep-felt fervour of
worshippers who feel that they are worshipping. Then there will be warmth
and colour, substance and soul, in the divine service. On that day there will
be hosannah unfeigned, and good cause for exultant Te Deu1n."
And on that day farewell to the glory of Old England ; farewell to the
liberty which we inherited from our martyred sires; farewell to an open
Bible; farewell to the proclamation of the Gospel of the grace of God;
a sad farewell to national prosperity, social purity, and domestic happiness.
While, however, Rome shall be singing her preans over the fall of this great
Protestant state, the terrible wrath of the offended God of truth and
-righteousness will most surely descend upon herself, for the prophetic

732

The Gospel M'agazi1tc.

Word has infallibly foretold that the hour of the triumph of resuscitated
Romanism is the decreed hour of. its final destruction, "How much she
h.ath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, so much torment and s?rrow
gn-e her; for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no WIdow,
.and shall see no sorrow. Therefore shall her plagues come in one d~y,
death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly burned wIth
tirQ; for strong is· the Lord God who judgeth her" (Rev. xviii. 7, 8).
Eternal thanks be unto our God that the cause of His own redeemed
~hurch is destined to be victorious. Through fire and through water it maJ:It must-go, but into ." a wealthy place" shall it at last issue, England's, sms
~nd rebelliousness against God are equitably inseparable from natIOnal
Judgment, and the direst judgment that could fall upon us would be the
restoration of the power of the priesthood and the removal of our candlestick. We 'ourselves look for some such terrific retribution as this, yet our
hearts are fixed, trusting in the coven'lnt God of salvation, and we have no
fears for the ultimate deliverance of the Church of the First·born, whose
names are written in heaven. A mighty" Alleluia" is even now being t~ned
by the Holy Spirit in the hearts of God's elect, in anticipation of the predICted
condemnation of the great corruptress (Rev. xix. 1-3), and faith's k~en,
dear eye can already foresee the uprising of the smoke of her condemnatIOn,
and behold that awful plunge when; like a great millstone cast by the hand
{)f a mighty angel into the sea, Babylon the Great shall be utterly "thrown
down, and shall be found no more at all" (Rev. xviii. 21).
"Rome shall perish! 'Write that word
In the blood that she has spilt;
Perish! guilty and abhorred,
Deep in ruin as in guilt! "
What, then 1 "Come out of her, My people, that ye be not partakers of
her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues" (Rev. xviii. 4).
"HARVEST DECORATIONS."-"THE WAY OF CAIN."
on the earlier phases of the Oxford movement of fifty years ago,
appeared those novel services in the Church of England-of which the
reformed Book of Common Prayer knows absolutely nothing-yclept "harvest
thanksgivings." A modern writer on the Romanizing side, in an exhaustive
sketch of the so-called" Catholic Revival," * naively cast in the shape of a
letter to a Popish priest in Germany, has openly and boast.ingly avowed
(p. 392) that, among the endless intrigues of the Anglo-Jesuit party in
England, "another very kindred opportunity for winning OU1' people to the
love of beauty and ornament in lJublic worship is the revival of 'harvest
festivals,' now very general throughout the country. The 'thanksgiving
.service' is generally a musical one, and the village church is sure to be
richly deco1'ated with flowe1's and fruits for the occasion,"
Now, the very fact that one of the wire-pullers of the Romanizing party
.among us finds satisfaction in reporting to a foreign Romish priest the
introduction-" revival" he calls it-of the practice of "decorating with
flowers and fruits" the Protestant churches of our beloved land, in connection
with the worship of the God of our Rome-martyred forefathers, ought to
be enough to arouse th suspicion of the most slothful of Christians. But
we go further. That God who is a Spirit, and who has Himself solemnly
declared that " in spirit and in truth" only will He be worshipped, has
set down before us some terrible examples of His displeasure toward those
who have dared to prostitute the homage due unto His sacred Deity by
introducing thereinto the elements of a materialism worthy of the cultus of
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the Pagan gods of ancient Greece and Rome. Indeed, 'the "revival" of the
practice of thus garnishing our places for Christian worship owes its inspiration to an antiquity still higher than that of those two corrupt Gentile empires;
for the Babylon of the Book of Genesis-the embodiment of the bloodless
faith of Cain-stands forth pre-eminent on the page of Holy Scripture as
the prototype of all that is sensuous and ca.rnal in religion and worship.
Turning to the Boo~ of Revelation, one of the distinguishing features of
the • latter-day Babylon-the Babylon upon whose forehead is written
" Mystery "-is her garniture, her meretricious decorations. "Purple and
scarlet colours, decked with gold and precious stones and pearls," the
counterfeit Church is represented as sitting" upon lllany waters," that is, as
securing the allegiance and worship of llluch people.
The popularity of a
materialized Christianity is, to every observant and thoughtful mind, one of
the most lamentable and portentous aspects of the .present perilous times.
The lust after something to please the eye and to gratify the ear-in other
words, to indulge the unregenerated nature of man-while rapidly and
surely superseding the spirituality and Scriptural simplicity of our national
worship, is also educating the young of the present generation in a sincere
(though utterly antichristian) belief that the religion of Cain, notwithstanding all that the Word of God has said to the contrary, was rational, resthetic,
and worthy of man's highest commendation.
It is asked by our modern "harvest festival" apologists, and asked
acl nauseam, what could be more beautiful, or more suitable, than to bring
samples of the fruits ofthe earth into" the:house of God," when we give thanks
to the bounteous Giver of all these temporal blessings 1 Upon the same
principle, where ought we to stop? Why are wheat, turnips, pumpkins,
grapes, apples, pears, and other autumn productions to be made exceptions
in such horticultural exhibitions 1 * But-which is more to the point-what
Scriptural precedent can be adduced in support of this latter-day practice?
If those who favour it remind us of certain customs which obtained under
the Mosaic law, and ask us to grant that what was ceremonially ?'ight when
God ordained it as a part of a typical dispensation, is therefore acceptable in
His sight now that He has abolished the entire body of Levitical ritualism,
we decline to make the concession. Upon the same principle, numerous
other ceremonial Jewish practices might be introduced into the Christian'
Church. Indeed, it is to be feared that, following in the wake of the
Churcbes of Galatia, the professing Churches of Christendom are, in this
nineteenth century, systematically grafting on to the Gospel of liberty
several of the effete and beggarly elements of Judaism.
One of the stock arguments of the Oxford party in favour of their sensuous
innovations-notably their theory of the "priesthood"-is that of Jewish
precedent. They appear utterly to ignore the divine assertion that, if the
law ba adopted in one particular by the Christian worshipper, he is
debtor to do the whole, thereby denying that Christ has come in the fl.~sh
a leading mark of Antichrist.
It is grievous to observe how many nominally Evangelical clergy have.
this year fallen into the snare, and "brought of the fntit of the ground
an offering unto the Lord" (Gen. iv. 3), thus teaching the simple-minded
that God is rather the Receiver than the Give?' of all. True praise-spiritual,
not carnal offerings-\he worship of the heart and the understanding-these.
as the inwrought operation of the Holy Ghost, tendered through the HighPriestly hands of the accepted Jesus, alone ate well.pleasing before the
Facher of spirits, the Sovereign Lord of tlie earth and its fulness.
The bloodless offering of Cain has its counterpart in this " will-worship" of
the last days. Who can read the columns of the press recording these" har• A Lancashire clergyman, a few years since, carried these festival decorations
the logical length 9f placing a pig' 8 !lead amongst his church exhibits. All
honour to his comistency.
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vest festivals," and fail to see that they are written mainly with a view to
honouring and praising'man and his artistic devices, rather than to .the
glorifying of the Redeemer in His atoning sacrifice 1 The religion of
" righteous Abel" is nowhere to be found in these carnal descriptions of the
decking of the churches of our land. This solemn fact. ought to be a
sufficient warning to every true disciple of Christ to "turn away" from
the teaching of any minister who thus ignores the atoning blood of the
Lamb. By all means let us, with integrity of heart, "praise the Lord for
His goodness, and for Bis wonderful works to the children of men." Let
us also have in humble remembrance our national sins, in the face of which
the Lord of the harvest has so abundantly blessed our sowing and our reaping. _ But let us likewise jealously watch lest our sacrifice of thanksgiving be
rejected by . ll. mingling with it of forbidden fruit-the fruit of our own
carnal tastes-that free-will worship which the Word of our God, has adjudged
to be abhorrent -in His sight.
..
,~

.10, a letter addressed to the Edito:r of the Reco'fd of October 24th,
the' Rev. RELY SMITH, writing upon the subject of harvest festivals,
refers to the very article to which we have already called attention,
as appearing in the Union Review of 1867. Mr. S])UTH writes as
follows:- ,
We were told, seventeen years ago, by a candid foe, an avowed enemy
of the Reformation, that harvest festivals were to be encouraged as one
of the means to assist "the progress of emersion from Protestantism to
Catholicity." In 1867, the' Union Review, pp. 378-412, published an
English translation of a remarkable letter of great length, which was originally
written in German, to a Roman Catholic prie~t in Germany, by a member of
the Church of England, and also of the ".Association for Promoting the
Unity of Christendom." The writer, evidently a man of education and
influence, was' one of the wire-pullers in the movement he describes, which
is simply a deliberate conspiracy to Romanize the country through the agency
of the Church-gradually indeed, but effectually and en masse. He advocates
deception, duplicity, treachery, with an air of such conscious rectitude and
honest zeal, that the condition of his mind affords a metaphysical problem.
He tells his Roman Catholic friend the various agencies upon which he
and his party rely to achieve their purpose. These include, among some
dozen others, missions, retreats, church congresses, ecclesiastical art exhibitions,
hymnology, and harvest festivals; and of these latter he expects great
things, because, in his own words, "the service is generally a musical one,
alld the village church is sure to be decorated with flowers and fruit for
the occasion." It is as well that the people of England should know that
these apparently praiseworthy and highly popular services were introduced,
and have been fostered, for the express purpose of educating them to desire
those ornate services and spectacles on which the Church of Rome. so
greatly relies to attract .and retain her dupes.

Another correspondent of the Record, of the same date, writes:There are. few of th'e older clergy who have not had in their parishes,
or among their acquaintance, sad illustrations of the mischievous effects of
cultivating .to an unhealthy degree the resthetic 'faculty in .religious externals.
Were the truth known, it would be found that many a young enthusiastic'
spirit has been led, through the influence of' artistic church decoration,
, to feel dissatisfied with the sober and simple ritual of our English Church,
and sought to satisfy its craving for the sensuous in the meretricious
ceremonial of the Church "upon the hills."
That those of our ciergy who rely for ministerial success largely upon
scenic effect should employ such means oE attracting crowds to their churches
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is, though sad, not strange j but that Evangelical men, whose traditions
should suggest "a more excellent way," should be found, of late years,
following in the wake of their high Ritualistic brethren is a thing to excite
sorrow, and cause perplexity to their people. The total absence of any
authority for such novel usages, either in the Bible or the Prayer Book, ought,
one would think, to be suflicient to restrain from what, to say the least, is
a very questionable and, indeed, la perilous course of action; for, although
passages from the Old Testament are sometimes pressed into the service of
justifying this materialistic mode of worship-such, for example, as Malachi
iii. 10, "Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse"-a little reflection will
show that there is no analogy whatever between the artistic and emblematic
interweaving of flowers, and massing together fruits and vegetables, and the
consecration of the tenth of our substance to the service of the Most
High. Besides that, if such a passage was to be taken literally in reference
to Christian worship, we might then give up our contending against the
use of "incense" in churches, for the same prophet says (chap. i. 11)
that "in every place incense shall be offered unto My name, and a pure
offering."
Let me, in conclusion, respectfully call the attention of my excellent
Evangelical brethren to the suggestive words of the Homily on Peril of
Idolatry:" Thus you see how St. Jerome teacheth the sumptuousness among the
Jews to be a figure to signify, and not an example to follow, and that
these outward things were suffered for a time, until Christ our Lord came,
who turned all those outward things into spirit, faith, and truth."
I need scarcely remind them that, according to the thirty-fifth Article,
"the Book of Homilies doth contain a godly and wholesome doctrine, and
necessary for these times."
I shall only add that, having had the privilege of preaching at harvest
festivals to large and attentive congregations, where there was no attraction
beyond the ordinary service, with suitable psalms and hymns, and the
proclamation of the grace of God, I would exhort. my younger brethren to
" stand in the old paths," and, as regards questionable, however fascinating,
novelties, to remember the wise maxim-Obstx principiis.

EBENEZER.
"Hitherto hath the Lord helped us." -1
HITHERTO the Lord hath helped us;
Hitherto, 'mid doubt and fear;
Hitherto, 'mid joy and sorrow;
Hitherto, from year to year.

SAMUEL vii. 12.
Hitherto, through all life's changes;
Hitherto, through dangers past;
Hitherto-thus hope grows firmer;
Hitherto, and joy at last.

Hitherto, though sharp the conflict;
Hitherto, though faith be tried;
Hitherto not one thing faileth;
Hitherto each need supplied.

Hitherto His arm has shielded;
Hitherto His strength our stay;
Hitherto His Word our stronghold;
Hitherto, from day to day.

Hitherto-sweet, sweet reminder!
Hitherto preserved and led; .
Hitherto-thus faith is strengthened;
Hitherto, our daily bread.

Hitherto, from everlasting;
Hitherto, what need we roorer
Hitherto His promise reaches,
Hitherto and evermore.

Hitherto-new Ebenezers,
Hitherto, and now we. raise;
Hitherto-come, join the chorus;
Hitherto, and ever praise!
AUNl Lucy.
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THE CHURCH OF ST. GEORGE THE MARTYR, BOTOLPH
LANE, BILLINGSGATE.
IN the City PTess of October 29th, particulars are given of the re-opening
of the above church, the Lord Mayor, Lady Mayoress, and various
members of the Corporation being present. The sermon (says the City
Press) was preached by the Rector of Hawarden, the Rev. STEPHEN
E. GLADSTONE (son of the Premier), who, in the pulpit, wore his surplice, hood, and a cream-coloured stole. The text selected was Matthew
xii. 30-" He that is not with Me is against Me; and he that gathereth
not with Me scattereth abroad." Mr. GLADSTO~E (adds the City Press)
read his sermon from a rather large book, which he held in his hands.
From beginning to end he scarcely raised his eyed. 'IV-hen the sermon
was finished, Mr. GLADSTONE turned to the "altar," when he said,
"Now to," &c. The sum of £32 was collected.
Not such a very wonderful sum, considering when lit was, where
it was, and by whom the service was attended. As a writer in the
City Press has well remarked, such efforts (great as they are) fall short,
in their results, of what the simple, unpretending claims of the Gospel
can effect. The said writeI: refers to the collection (even on a week
evening) at the Church of St. Mary Woolnoth, for proof of the fact.
There is an old saying, "A man is known by the company he
keeps." Now, if this be true-and we see no reason for doubting itthe facts stated in the annexed letter, which likewise appeared in the
City P1'ess, are not much to the credit of the Rev. STEPHEN GLADSTONE,
or any of the parties concerned :RELIGIOUS LAWLESSNESS. IN THE CITY.

To the Edito,' of the City P'·ess.
SIR,-As an old church-goer, my heart sickens at the present state of
religious lawlessness in the City. We had two specimens last Sunday
morning. The Premier's son preached at the re-opening services of St.
George's, Botolph Lane. The Rev. S. D. HEADLAM went through the form
of reading the lessons and Litany at the morning service. In the afternoon, this same gentleman (Mr. HEADLAM) presided at No. 5 platform in
Hyde Park, and, according to the Daily Chronicle, "delivered a strong
address', commenting sharply upon the conduct of the House of Lords in
rejecting a measure which, it had been shown, was the wish of the people
of England to become law. He could not conceive anything more suicidal than
for the Peers to set themselves against the will of the people; but in this,
as in many former struggles, the popular voice and vote must win, and the
Peers go to the wall." Mr. HEADLAM has been reproved by his Bishop for
certain acts, and has associated himself with Mr. BRADLAUGH and others of
the'same fraternity.
On Sunday morning, having joined in the solemn service of the Protestant
Reformed Church of England, in company with the Rev. S. GLADSTONE, he
prayed not only for "Victoria, our most gracious Queen and Governor," J
but also "that we might be delivered from all sedition, privy conspiracy,
and rebellion."
Another church was re-opened on Sunday-that of St. Nicholas Cole Abbey.
Here, there were candles on the so-termed" altar." It is to be hoped that
an indignation meeting will be held in these parishes to protest against these
outbreaks of Ritualism. The Rector, the Rev. H. C. SHUTTLEWORTH, is on
\
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the best of terms with Mr. HEADLAM, and their religious and political
opinions are, r fear, much the same, although the former has shown considerable improvement of late. If clergymen, who, having given their
assent and c"nsent to the Thirty-nine Articles, can act in contravention of
all law, ecclesiastical. and national, how can they expect from the laity
anything but the greatest laxity of behaviour'!
ram, &c
Octobe1' 29th, 1884.
rCNIGHTRIDER STREET.

THE RECENT HARVEST FESTIVALS j OR, OHUROH AND
CHAPEL DECORATIONS AND MUSICAL EXTERTAINME~TS.
'WHEN Hannah went up to the temple, in "bitterness of soul, and
prayed unto the Lord, and wept sore," she would have had little
inclination to regard-much less to be helped in her devotions bythe Cain's offering of "the fruit of the ground."
The flowers (well
enough as they may be in their place, as setting forth the handiwork
of the Great Creator) would fail to relieve her anguish, or the onions,
the turnips, the carrots, bring joy and gladness to her agoLized soul.
\Then Hezekiah went up to the house of the Lord, and spread
the blaspheming Rabshakeh's letter before the Lord, it would have
been to little purpose, had any of the attendants in the sanctuary
sought to divert his mind from its burden by such carnal means
and human devices as are now adopted for drawing and influencing
professed worshippers. Correspondingly, to no purpose would have
been any such attempts with the Psalmist, when he "came into the
house of the Lord and worshipped," after his touching inquiry of his
servants, "Is the child dead 1" and the answer he received was, "He
is dead!" Neither fruit nor flowers, parsnips nor turnips, would have,
either directly or indirectly, touched such a case as that. Moreover, the
Psalmist had something infinitely better in view, when he exclaimed,
" I was glad when they said unto nie, Let us go into the house of the
Lord." His hopes and expectations were far, far above festoons of
flowers, or even a "bread cross." In like manner, David was prompted
with very different feelings to what any of these merely human
expedients could awaken, when he said, "As the hart panteth after
the water-brooks, so panteth my soul after Thee, 0 God."
'When
good old Simeon "came by the Spirit into the temple," it was some- thing vastly superior to these modern so-called" aids to worship" that
led him to exclaim, "Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in
peace, according to Thy word, for mine eyes have sefm Thy salvation"
(Luke ii. 29 -31). Were the weeping Mary,. the true seeker after Jesus,
casually to be found among the worshippers at these popular harvest
festivals, without doubt her lamentation would be, "They have taken
away my Lord, and I know not where they have laia Him" (John
xx. 13). l
THE EDITOR.

I

THE troubles of the believer cannot be otherwise than blessings,
inasmuch as in the Word of God they are placed in direct opposition
to His hatred of theungodly (Psa. xi. 5).-Wakeling.
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£.ermons anb' iot.es of £.ermons.
THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
SERMON BY THE REV. DR. DOUDNEY, AT ST. l\'l:ARY WOOLNOTH.
(From the Shorthand Notes of a Member of thtl City Press staff.)

THERE was an unusual scene at the Church of St. Mary W oolnoth
and St. Mary Woolchurch Haw, Lombard Street, City, on Wednesday,
the 22nd October. Not only was the church crowded to excess, the
people standing in all the aisles, and even within the communion rails,
but there was a crowd outside almost double in number to those
who were able to obtain admission.
The occasion of this unwonted
assembly was a special service, and a sermon by the Rev. D. A.
DOUDNEY, D.D., Vicar of St. Luke's, Bedminster, Bristol (Editor of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE and Old Jonathan), on behalf of the Aged Pilgrims'
Friend Society.
The church, which is being re-embellished, was
kindly thrown open to the friends of the Society by the Rector, the
,Rev. J. M. S. BROOKE, M.A.
The service was rendered peculiarly
interesting, owing to the hymns chosen for the occasion being written
by J OHN NEWTON, who, for a long period, was Rector ot this church.
JOHN NEWTON was born in London, in July, 1725. This eminent
servant of God was, as he wrote of himself in his epitaph, "once an
infidel and libertine, a servant of slaves in Africa."
Having been
accustomed to take voyages with his father, he at last devoted himIn his twenty-fifth year, NEWTON
self entirely to a seafaring life.
married Miss CATLETT.
Up to the year 1754, we find him actively
engaged in what he did not then- regard as an unlawful occupationthe slave trade. 'Subsequently he did his utmost to expose its cruelties. In the year 1764, and when in his thirty-ninth year, he entered
upon a regular ministry, the Earl of DARTMOUTH presenting him to
On leaving OIney, in 1779, NEWTON became
the living of OIney.
Rector of St. Mary \Voolnoth, where he became generally known, and
his 'Christian usefulness was very great.
He commenced writing
hymns so oorly as 1769; and, in 1775, he says in his diary, "I
usually make one hymn a-week, to expound at the Great House."
This was a vacant house in OIney, belonging to Lord DARTMOUTH,
where they held religious meetings, and where the poet COWPER often
led their devotions. On December 21st, 1807, at the venerable age of
eighty-two, NEWTO~ laid down his life and labour together, and fell
asleep in Jesus.
The introductory hymn was, "How sweet the name of Jesus sounds!"
NEWTON preached on the subject of this hymn at OIney, on Sunday,
June 26th, 1774, after taking two days to finish it. This, as well as
the hymns which followed, was heartily joined in by the whole
congregation. The prayers were read by the Rev. J. M. S. BROOKE,
M.A., Rector, and the lesson by the Rev. W. SAU~DERS, l.A., Vicar
of .St. Silas', Bristol. The hymn before the sermon was, "Glorious
things of thee are spoken." This is from the "OIney Collection"
(1779), and is founded on Isaiah xxxiii. 20, 21-" Look upon Zion, the. .....'.
, city of our solemnities."
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The Rev. D. A. DOUDNEY, after a fervent prayer, prior to the
sermon, said-Before mentioning my text, I feel that the thanks
of the Society for whose cause I am to plead to·night, and also my
own, are due to the Rector of this parish for his kindness in granting
the me of the church upon this occasion, more particularly as it is
undergoing repairs, and the service is held at very considerable inconvenience. I should be very glad to see everyone seated; but, whilst
I pray that God will give me strength to speak a few plain words
in His blessed name, I pray also that He may give to those who are
compelled to stand to-ni£ht, strength that they may realize His
all-sufficiency whilst listening to the simple words which He may lead
His servant to speak.
My mind has been directed this evening to the first verse and part
of the second of the twelfth chapter of St. Paul's Epistle to the
Hebrews-" Wherefore, seeing we also are compassed about with so
great a cloud. of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin
which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patiellce the race
that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of
our faith." ·You see the Apostle here speaks of "witnesses," and you
will remember that the Lord, by His servant the prophet Isaiah, says,
" Ye are My witnesses, saith the Lord God."
Xow, it is a wonderful thing to be witnesses for God. It is an act'
of amazing condescension of God, described as He is in the closing
chapters of the Book of Job, and as He is set forth in the fortieth
chapter of the prophecy of Isaiah, who, speaking of the great and
glorious Jehovah, says that before Him" the inhabitants of the earth
are but as grasshoppers." To them He, in His condescension, in His
love, in the interest He takes in poor sinners like ourselves, says,
" , Ye are My witnesses.' I look to you, as My servants, as My children,
to speak to My people, and to testify what you have proved Me to be."
I say again, it is a wonderful thing to be witnesses for God. I(
we were to go into a court of justice, and were to stand as witnesses
in a witness-box, and begin to state what we had heard, the judge
would say, "Stop! We don't want to know what you have heard, but
'whatyou know and have seen personally;" and we should have to
tell what we had known and seen. Now, that is just what the Lord
calls upon His servants, as witnesses, to do. You are to stand before
your fellow-men and you are to testify what you have tasted, and
handled, and felt, on your way through life. " Ye are to be My witnesses." And, if ever there was a day in which these things were
needed, it is the day in which we live. A very solemn responsibility
deyolves llpon God's witnesses in these times.
You see our text is introduced by the word "wherefore"; consequently, it leads us back into the previous chapter. The" wherefores"
and "therefores," in God's blessed Book, are words of great importance.
For example, the opening of the fifth chapter of St. Paul's Epistle to
the Romans-." Therefore, being justified by.faith, we have peace with
God, through our Lord Jesus Christ. " You see the opening of the
chapter leads back to what has preceded, in the fourth chapter, where
the Apostle has been speaking of the nature and operation of faith. Let me say, in passing, with respect to the objections brought agains~
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the Book of God, that" the natural man receiveth not the things of
the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him; neither can he
know them, because they are spiritually discerned.", They say the
Bible contradicts itself. It is a lie! The Bible does not contradict
itself. The Bible is in beautiful and blessed harmony with its divine
Author. The contradiction is in our puny minds. There is a consistency and a blessed harmony from the first chapter of Genesis to
the last verse of Revelation. If you say, "Is it not contradictory,
when the Apostle Paul says, 'A man is not justified by the works of
the law;' and again he says, 'By grace are ye saved, through faith;
and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God; not of works, lest
any man should boast;' and ,the Apostle J amea says, 'By works aman is justified' 7 >' that is very easily explained. Not that God's
Word, as a rule, is easily explained. ,You and I must take God's
Word upon credit and upon trust. We must be thankful we know
the little we do. But there is a plain answer given to the most
important of all questions-"Wh:it must I do to be saved 7" "Believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved." We may rely
upon that, without going into the difficulties of God's Word, although
God's Spirit, little by little, opens them to our understanding. It
has been well said, "We are justified by Christ meritoriously; we
are justified by faith instrumentally; and we are justified by works
declaratively." Hence, here is, no contradiction.
We have a "therefore I, in the opening of the eighth chapter of St.
Paul's Epistle to the Romans-" There is therefore now no condemnation "-blessed be God for that 1-" to them which are in Christ
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit." This verse
lead3 us into the previous chapter, the seventh, where the J\postle
is giving a description of the contention and the warfare ana. the
conflict between the old nature and the new. Some there are who say
the Apostle did not write this as a converted man. I say he, did;
and every child of God knows it, sooner or later, by painful, but
profitable, experience. What did the dear man who occupied thill
pulpit, JOHN NEWTON, say about the Bible 7 He said, "Experience
is the key to open many of the mysteries of God's Word." Therefore, a child of God does not doubt that the Apostle wrote this as a
converted man, because he knows, by daily experience, that "the flesh
lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these
are contrary the one to the other; so that ye cannot do the things
that ye would." Have you to-day been able to do the things that
ye would 7 "We that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened,"
and we shall groan till we draw our last breath; and then, blessed be
'God, we shall have done with groaning, and go home to see Him as
He is for ever and ever.
We are led, then, by the "wherefore" into t,he previous chapter,
where the Apostle gives first a description of faith, and then a.
beautiful setting forth of a variety of characters and the different operations of faith. He says, "Faith is the substance of things hoped for,
the evidence of things not seen." As I said before, in the days in
which we live, these wholesome doctrines become a matter of increased
importance. In the" advanced" age, the boasted age, in which our
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IQt is cast, men want to understand. "You must explain j you must
make it plain j you must bring it down to our comprehension, and
then we will receive and believe." Yet they know that society could
not hold together if men were not in the continuous exercise of trust
and confidence in their fellow-men. Contemplate the building hard by.
Look at the fifty or sixty thousand notes, varying from five to a
thousand pounds, which are printed day by day in the neighbouring
Bank, and I suppose pretty nearly all issued. A note itself is not
worth the paper it is printed on, because it is too flimsy for writing
or anything else. Yet it is worth from five pounds to a thousand
pounds; and, when we go to receive its value at the Bank of England
01' elsewhere, have we ever any doubt about receiving it, although we
know it has no value in itself, except as a representative medium ~
When we receive the note, we take it with the fullest confidence that,
if we were to return the note to the Bank, we should have the full
worth of it in gold. We do not doubt that there is ample bullion
in the Bank to meet its promise-for notes are but promises. And
what is the Word of God but promises ~ If you go into the vaults
of the Bank of England, they will take you through stacks upon
stacks of notes. There are notes, I believe, in the vaults to represent
hundreds of millions; and this is very much to the credit of the
Bank of England. No I10te goes out a second t.ime. If it has only
been issued ten minutes it is defaced, so that it does not go out again.
Those notes that you see are all promises which have been fulfilled.
They stand to the credit of the Bank of England j and, if anyone
were to question the solidity of the Bank, it is only for the governor,
or those in authority, to point to them and say, "There is the
evidence of what we have done."
Well, here in the Bible is a promissory note on the Bank of Faith j
and there are a multitude that nobody can number, now before the
throne, to testify that every promise, every note, J ehovah gave, He was
true in the fulfilment of it. He has put it out of the power of man or
devil to deny the fact that He has been true to His Word. And there
are thousands and tens of thousands journeying thitherwards in the
same faith, whatever may be their trials or afflictions, whatever their
sorrows or anguish of heart.
You, my brethren, may be very much tried-very much temptedbut have you been over-tried or over-tempted ~ Has not God been
faithful to His Word ~ Has He not ratified and confirmed the testimony of the Apostle Paul, "There hath no temptation taken you but
i:luch as is common to man j but God is faithful, who will not suffer
you to be tempted above that ye are able, but will with the temptation
also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it" ~
I dare not detaiu you very long when I see so many standing, but
I affectionately recommend to your consideration the varied characters
which are presented to you in this eleventh chapter of Hebrews. There,
..as you examine case after case, and as you go minutely into the
circumstances with which these men were familiar, you will see how,
notwithstanding the difficulties they had to contend with, in spite. of
the many enemies by whom they were surrounded, -although their heart
and flesh failed continuously, yet the Lord was true to His Word, and
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ratified and confirmed that precious promise, "My grace IS sufficient
for thee, for My strength is made perfect in weakness."
Yes, dear brethren, the more you examine and scrutinize the Word
of God, the more you will see how true God is to that Word-how
faithful to His promises. ,He has challenged His people-He has
challenged the world at large-" Is there anything too hard for the
Lord ~" It is a challenge He holds out to men who love Him and
men who hate Him. "Is there anything too hard for the Lord ~ "
Well, now, what a witness was the man who was privileged t()
occupy this very pulpit! I wish to refer to him to-night, in order that
I may speak a word of encouragement, a cheering word, for I do loveas the Lord may enable, from time to time~to give a cheering word
to one's fellow-sinners. I know what it is to be a sinner-to have ten
thousand fears-even to this present day; therefore I am thankful
when, in the providence of God, I am permitted to hold out a word
of comfort to my fellow-sinners.
Now, what a witness was JOHN NEWTON! My dear friends, I sbould
like to read you one or two extracts which really seem to astound me.
Although I thought I was familiar with the life of JOHN NEWTON,
and most familiar with those precious hymns of his, two of which you
have already sung to-night, yet what I found in this book has struck
me with additional surprise. He says:I trust I have tasted that the Lord is gracious, and that it is the desire
and joy of my soul to proclaim the power of that divine attraction which
could draw BO vile a wretch to Himself-of the mercy which could pardon
such a sinner, and extricate him from such a state of wretchedness and
misery. Oh, if my heart were not still vile beyond expression, the commendation of the whole universe could have no other effect than to cover me
with blushes and confusion!
My friends, do not expect any improvement in the flesh. You will
be disappointed if you do. The poor mortal that now speaks to you
used to look forward to improvement in the flesh-to a state of things
when he would not have to sigh and mourn-but he has lived t()
find his mistake.
"That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit." The one will never become
the other. Your flesh and my flesh will be as foul to the last breath
we draw as ever iL was. But" the Lord will be true to His promise,
that" sin shall not have dominion over you, for ye are not under the
law, but under grace." If there be one here who thinks he is too bad
to be saved, list~n to this:Ah! dear sir, what would you have thought of me had y.ou seen me
when I lived at the Plantanes 1 The sight of me would have been offensive
to your eyes, and my speech would have .struck you with horror. Miserable
and despicable in .every view-pinched with want, and the common mark
of scorn and insult-my whole wretched amusement and pleasure seemed
to lie in blaspheming the name and Person of Jesus, and in feeding my
imagination WIth schemes of wickedness which I had not opportunity to
perpetrate. And now it seems I am to be compared with my namesake,. Sir
Isaac. The Lord has since given me a name and a place among His childrenfavoured me with the friendship and love of many of His most honoured and
excellent people upon earth.
Is there·a poor sinner here who would cry, "Deliver me from blood-
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guiltiness, 0 God, Thou God of my salvation" 1 Then listen again to
what this dear witness for God says:And I have reason to thank Him likewise, that He has given me an
habitual recollection of those past dreadful scenes, so that there is seldom a
day of my life in which my thoughts are not led back to my former state
of estrangement from Him, and that pre.eminence of wretchedness into
which my sins plunged me. I hope He has often sanctified this review, to
abate in some measure the force of the temptations I have been since
exposed to, to think myself something. If He gives me a liberty in preaching,
or enables me to write a letter to please a fellow-worm, should it not
suffice to keep me from being elated, to remember that I am the same
person who once delighted to treat Him as an impostor-to rank Him with,
or upon the comparison below, Mahomet-or to think that some of my
unhappy companions (as I have reason to fear) perished in their sins, who
had just cause to charge the ruin of their souls to my account 1 for
Satan himself, had he been upon earth in a bodily shape, could hardl:v
have been more industrious in tempting to infidelity and profligacy than I was..

Then, I say, there is hope for BRADLAUGH yet. I may tell you, in
passing, I sometimes cannot help praying for BRADLAUGH, that God
would bring that man to a sense of his sin, and cause him to stand forth
as a witness for Him. Is it not the same now as in Saul's day 1
Can BRADLAUGH, or those fraternizing with him, have greater enmity
against God and His truth than the man whose testimony I have just read,
or than Saul of Tarsus 1 I don't know whether you will agree with
me, but I don't believe that, when He arrested Saul of Tarsus, the
Lord spoke angrily to him. I believe that it was in His own most loving,
gentle, persuasive way that He said, ,. Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou
Me 1" and that wrought upon Saul's heart" L'l.w and terrors do but harden,
All the while they work alone;
But a sense of blood-bought pardon
Soon dissolves the heart of stone."
" 'Tis love that makes our willing feet
In swift obedience move;
The dtlvils know, and tremble, too,
But Satan cannot love."

I know that, when I was a child, kind words or the kiss did a great
deal more with me than the kick. More can be done by dmwing than
driving.
I may preach hell and damnation, but do you think that
preaching hell and damnation, or the thunderings of Sinai, will bring
a poor sinner to the footstool of mercy 1 Nay. Sinai drives; Sion
draws! "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do."
Many a poor sinner's heart has been drawn by such a loving appeal
as that. JOHN NEWTON says further, in a letter to the Earl of
DARTMOUTR :If great services and sufferings in the Lord's cause should be chiefly
distinguished in the courts above, I may be thankful if I be admitted
within the door; but, if much forgiveness is the distinction, I shall have a
claim above millions. I might venture to dispute precedence with J:>aul
himself. I am the man who did many things against Jesus of Nazarethnot because I thought I ought, but because I was resolved I would. How
often have I publicly and deliberately treated Him as .an impostor-{)ompared
Him with Mahomet, and given preference to the latter! My mouth was
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an open sepulchre, and my life such, that I am persuaded the characters of
many who died at the gallows would have been deemed amiable in
comparison with mine. The L:>rd knows I do not exaggerate; yet I was
spared, pardoned, and, what is more wonderful, reserved to preach the faith
which I had despised and laboured to destroy, Thus I was in the dark
and dreadful days of ignorance.
Now, children of God, you that know and feel that you have been
privileged to "make YOllr calling and election sure," and can say, "I
know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to
keep that which I have' committed unto Him against that day," hear
what JOHN NEWTON says:Since the Lord was pleased to call me by His grace, He has wonderfully
restrained and kept me in my outward path, so that I have not been
suffered to make any considerable blot in the view of my fellow-creatures.
Yet it is chiefly this latter period I shall refer to, that much has been
forgiven me. Sins after conversion have an higher aggravation, from the
higher love and experience against which they al'e committed, which canlWt
be found in the worst actions cf natural men; and the heart, like the sea,
has depths which no ht£man plummet can fathom, and monsters which no
eye but the eye of God can explore.
'
.
My dear friend, the Rev. WILLIAM SAUNDERS, who read the lesson
here to-night, called my attention to thi~ hymn not very long ago. It
is a blessed summary of JOHN NEWTON'S case, and a wonderful testimony for God" Lord, Thou hast won; at length I
"If Thou hadst bid Thy thunders
yield;
roll,
My heart, by mighty grace comAnd lightnings flash to blast my
pelled,
soul,
Surrenders all to Thee;
I still had stubborn been;
But mercy has my heart subdued,
Against Thy terrors long I strov~,
But who can stand against Thy love?
A bleeding Saviour I have viewed,
Love conquers even me!
And now, I hate my sin.
" All that a wretch could do, I tried;
Thy patience scorned, Thy power
defied,
And trampled on Thy laws;
Scarcely Thy martyrs at the stake
Could stand more steadfast for Thy
sake
Than I in Satan's cause,

"Now, Lord, I would be Thine
alone;
Come, take possession of Thine own,
For Thou hast set me free;
Released from Satan's hard command,
See, all my powers waiting stand,
To be employed by Thee.

"But, since Thou hast Thy love
revealed,
And shown my soul a pardon sealed,
I can resist no more;
Couldst Thou for such a. sinner
bleed?
Canst Thou for such a rebel plead 1
I wonder and adore!

" My will, conformed to Thine, would
move;
On Thee my hope, desire, and love,
In fixed attention join;
My hands, my eyes, my ears, my
tongu'e,
Have Satan's servants been too long,
But now they shall be Thine.

" And can I be the very same.
Who lately durst blaspheme Thy name,
And on Thy Gospel tread 1
Surely each one who hears my case
Will praise Thee, and confess Thy grace
Invincible indeed!"
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Was he not a witness for God, and does he not now witness, though
removed hence, and long gone to his eternal home ~ Though his
voice ceases to echo bllneath this lofty roof, yet, though being dead,
does he not speak ~ Have we not the benefit of the teaching of the
Holy Ghost through him-the benefit of the proof that the Lord is
true to His VVord-" Come now, and let us reason together, saith
the Lorcl: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as
snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool" ~ Is
it not proved in JOHN NEWTON'S case, and in the cases of ten
thousand witnesses, that He is' "mighty to save," and "able to do
exceeding abundantly above all we ask or think " ~
There was a witness for God that once occupied this pulpit,
the late blessed WILLIAlII NUNN, of Manche8ter, and he took for
his text, "Hath the rain a father ~ or who hath begotten the
drops of dew ~ " One of his hearers told me that some of his
people ·waited upon him, and said, ""Ye are anxious to insure
your life. It shall cost you nothing. lYe will pay the premium."
He said, "Do you think I am going to play a game of chance
with God Almighty ~ No. He has provided for me, and He will
provide for my family after me." God was pleased, in the exercise of
His providence, to call this honoured witness very suddenly home.
He passed away at the age of fifty-three, after a few days' illness;
and the hearts of the people were so stirred up, and so did the Lord
honour his faith, that, within three months, only a few pounds short
of £3,000 were subscribed for his wife and children; and one of his
sons has filled the honourable post of Rector of a large parish in
Manchester for many years.
Here is another instance, very fresh. The little book I hold in my
hand allndes to a very touching case, and the person of whom it
speaks was with me as a helper for eight months, and then accepted
a district in the east of London, near Hackney. There he had,
as most of us have, to beg and to build. A little more than two
months since, I received a letter from a lady at Clifton. She said, "I
have been to see one who was a curate with you, and who has sent
a message by me. He is very near his end, and is completely
broken down." She told me afterwards that, as she sat by his side,
she said, sympathizing with him, " Oh, I fear you are in debt! I wish
I could give you £50." He replied, "Oh, if I had £50, I should die
happy!" and he dropped his head. It was almost the last word he
spoke. His wife had waited upon him till she fainted, and was carried
upstairs. The lady went up to visit her, and the poor wife said,
"Though only the stairs separate us, I fear I shall never see my husband
again." He lived till that day week. A change was seen, and she
was taken down and laid upon the bed, whilst her husband passed
away. In three weeks she was called away too, and six poor orphans
were left dependent upon the providence of God.
Now, mark what' God has done! . I read from the pulpit two
letters, six weeks ago, and made no comment, merely stating the facts;
and in the evening, before service, a letter from a working man was
put into my hands. He said how he sympathized with the case of the
poor orphans, and he hoped he was prompted by God to make a
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simple proposal, namely, that he would give sixpence to each of the
orphans, that is, three shillings. I could not throw cold water upon
the proposal, and therefore I read it from the pulpit. I told the
congregation, who are mostly in humble circumstances, that the
contents of the fixed boxes that evening would be devoted to the
poor orphans. I thought that perhaps we might get £5, but
was agreeably surprised to find that £8 12s. was contributed. I
never looked upon money with so much pleasure and interest as I did
that night. That three shillings contributed by the poor man has now
come up to within a few shillings of £80,"" and, I am thankful to say, I
had a letter before I left home, from one of the clergy at Stepney, who
is trustee to the fund, and he tells me that it now amounts to
upwards of £1,000. Now, is not my God true to His Word ~ Is He
not faithful to His promise-" Leave thy fatherless children; I will
preserve them alive; and let thy widows trust in Me" ~ "A Father
of the fatherless, and a Judge of the widow, is God in His holy
habitation."
I have one more remark to make as a witness for God. I have
desired earnestly and ardently, from the time I have been in the
ministry-now thirty-seven years-that I might once have the privilege
of standing in the pulpit of this church; and I do thank the Rector
of this parish for his great kindness in admitting me, a stranger, to it.
May God's blessing rest upon him. May he, in· these solemn days,
and in the momentous position in which he is placed, in the heart of
this great Oity, have all the wisdom and grace and strength necessary
for such a position as that to which, in the providence of God, he
has been called.
Upon the 8th of March, 1840, upwards of forty-four years ago, the
first child I ever lost lay dead. I am not going to harrow up your feelings by picturing my distress. Those of you who have been called
to part with children, or those near and dear, can better understand personally and practically than I can attempt to explain, what
were my feelings when I threw myself upon the dead body of my
child. Sunday came, and it was my birthday. I thought, " Shall I stay
at home, as the world does, or shall I go, as David did, to the house of the
Lord ~ " I passed this church and went over to the Borough, and heard
that man of God, DAVID DENHAM, preach from the text, "My grace is
sufficient for thee; for My strength is made perfect in weakness." As I
returned over London Bridge, I could but look up and thank my God that
I had realized His all-sufficiency-that through the varied scenes of my
previous life He had supported and sustained me-and now, in the
heaviest trial which I had ever been called upon to meet, I found His grace
sufficient. I seemed to catch the ear of my Lord. He appeared to bow
down and listen, and I took advantage and ventured to say, " Lord, if
it be for Thy glory, and if it should be for the profit of any of Thy
children.in time to come, if it be not from mere curiosity and idle speculation that I ask it, do Thou be pleased to satisfy me as to the safety of
my child." I was not at that time perfectly satisfied, as I now am, about
the salvation of infants, and even of those who grow up in idiotcy,
• This has since increased to upwards of £180.
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and know not practically the nature of sin. I put up this simple
petition, and, just as I was crossing within a few yards of this church,
these words, which I had not thought of for months, came to me as a
blessed balm, "Is it well with thee? is it well with thy husband? is it
well with the child ~ And she answered, It is well." All the bullion
in the Bank of England would have been as nothing to me compared
with the joy, the comfort, the transport of which I was made the immediate partaker, by that. answer from the Lord. I have never had a
doubt about the safety of the child since, nor have I had the shadow of
a murmur. I went to my home, and gazed upon the lifeless body with
unspeakable delight, and said to the Lord, "Why hast Thou taken my
child and favoured me in such a way? Why not have gone to my
neighbour's house on the right side or tile left, and taken theirs, rather
than taken one of mine to be a companion for Thyself?"
Oh, my dear friends, what think you of such a God as this 1
What think you of the power of His Word? Think of tJ:1e distressing case of which I heard just before I entered this church. The
paper to-day states that Mr. CASSIN, the Rector of St. George's, in the
Borough, and his family, were subject to intense agony because one of
their dear little ones had not put in an appearance up to a late hour.
They went hither and thither inquiring for him, and at length tidings
were brought that the dear boy had been knocked down and killed!
Now, if the Lord were graciously pleased to apply such a word as that
to which I have referred to his troubled and broken spirit-if He were
to whisper, as I pray He may, to his saddened heart, "Is it well with
thee? is it well with thy husband? is it well with the child? It is_
well"-he would feel peace and resignation at once.
Now, my dear friends, this applies to every state and condition.
There is not a position in which you can be placed, or a trial to
which yOll may be subjected, or a temptation by which you may be assailed,
no care, or perplexity, or anxiety that may fall to your portion, for
which the Lord has not a beautiful and blessedly-adapted promise for
such case. He can raise you and cheer you; bring you up from
the very depths, and do for you what He has done for the multitude
around the throne, and the multitude that are journeying thitherward.
Oh, yes, His love is all-sufficient! He is God Almighty! He is a God
that delights in mercy! And the more trivial the matters you take to
. Him, the more you glorify Him. You may hesitate and say, " Shall I not
insult Him 1 Will it not be beneath Him to take this simple trouble into
account 1" No! oh, no! Don't you remember what He said? " Not a
sparrow shall fall to the ground without your Father," and" The very
hairs of your head are all numbered!" The more minute, the more
simple, and, as you may think, the more unworthy, the matter which
you carry to the Lord, the more you honour Him, and, speaking after
the manner of men, the better He is pleased. And why ~ Because, in
the very act of your coming to Him with the minutire, the littles, and
the trivials, you confess how helpless you are, how ignorant you are,
aRd what a nothing you are. You thereby express your belief in His
omniscience, your belief in His mighty power, and your belief in His
Word, "Casting all your care upon the Lord, for He, careth for you; "
"Roll thy burden upon the Lord, and He shall sustain thee."
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Now, don't you think there are many hundreds of witnesses in
connection with the honourable Society for which I plead to-night ~
Had 1 tjme and opportunity, and were 1 not so deaf as 1 am in my
@ld age, I should like to go from room to room in the almshouses
connected with this Society, and converse with one "pilgrim" and
another, and just jot down the leading features of their history. 1 am
sure it would make a very interesting book, and 1 am sure it might
bear upon its title, "God all-sufficient," and "We know that all
things work together for good to them that love God, to them
who are the called according to His purpose." 1 say, there are
hundreds and thousands now before the throne, and hundreds and
thousands walking thitherwards, in connection with this Society, testifying
to the faithfulness, the love, the boundless mercy, the omnipotent pow~r,
and the all-sufficiency of the God with whom they have to do.
Dr. DOUDNEY then read a statement of the position of the Aged
Pilgrims' 'Friend Society, which said that the Society has, at the
present time, 1,079 pensioners on its books, and is distributing in
pensions alone upwards of £6,600 per annum. To meet this amount,
the ordinary income is inadequate. These aged recipients live in all
parts of the country, and none are received except those who satisfy
the committee as to· their eligibility. There are 770 over seventy years
of age, and of this number 220 are over eighty, and ten are over ninety.
The benefits the pensions confer are very great. Little homes are
maintained where otherwise there would be no means of keeping them
up, and .many aged fathers and mothers are enabled to live in the
midst of their families.
The gratitude of the pensioners is shown in many ways. The
following extrad from a letter is a good illustration-"'This institu.
tion brings many little and great comforts to the poor of the flock.
1 acknowledge very gratefully the receipt of your communication.
Formerly it was my great pleasure to be a donor to the Society, but
now a recipient."
The Society possesses four Asylums or Homes, the one at Camberwell .
accommodating forty-three pensioners; that at Hornsey Rise, 120; the
Brighton Home, seven; and the Stamford Hill Home, nine. In these
buildings the pensioners have comfortable abodes, together with coals
and medical attendance. Benevolent .funds, for supplying necessaries to
the sick and infirm, are in operation at each asylum. The fund for
the maintenance of the building at Hornsey Rise is in urgent need of
additional help, and the Brighton Home could be enlarged if the
requisite support were forthcoming.
",1 know," Dr. DOUDNEY added, "without saying more, you will feel
great pleasure in contributing to this Society. May God bless you!"
The closing hymn was JOHN NEWTON'S hymn, which was written in
February, 1775, and appeared in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE of January,
1777-" Though troubles assail and dangers affright." The collection
amounted, including donations specially sent for this occasion, to £61 Os. 6d.
GOD, who enables sinners to thirst after grace, will surely give them
the grace they thirst after.-An·owsmith.
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FELLOW-FEELING.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEy,-I am truly sorry to find you are confined in
your home through the effects of your fall. May the Lord be pleased
to restore you again, that we may again see your face and hear your
voice in the sanctuary of God, ~eclaring what great things He hath
done for your soul.
How mysterious are the ways of God, and past finding out [
Unlooked-for events are opening up and coming to view-unknown to
us, but all known and appointed by our covenant God in Ohrist Jesus,
who is "too wise to err and too good to be unkind."
My object in writing is, to inform you of one who, like yourself,
has fallen down, while going on the same errand, namely, to preach
the glorious Gospel of the grace of God. I will give you an extract
from his letter:My DEAR BROTHER,-As you truly observe, in your last letter to me,
"We know not what a day nor an hour may bring forth."
On Tuesday, the 23rd of September, I was engaged to preach two sermon5
at --. When I started, with several friends, after getting out at the
station, and walking along the lane to the chapel, I was taken with a peculiar
sensation in my head. Fields and trees all seemed to go round with me,
and I felt entirely helpless-not insensible. I did not know what it· meant,
was very sick, and felt as though I was going hence. But, being near a.
cottage, I was taken in, and, after taking a little brandy, revived, returned
home, and went to bed. and for some time could not open my eyes.
Everything moved, and I felt my head extremely giddy. I could not get
out for a week. The doctor said it was brought on, no doubt, by overtaxation of the brain, and advised, as soon as I could, a change and rest.
I am, therefore, against all our intentions, down here, seeking ({od's blessing
in the sea air.
My friends are all very kind, and have done everything they could in the
way of sympathy and help. "Truly the Lord is good, and a stronghold in
the time of trouble."
No one wonders at my falling down who is acquainted with the bittes
trials and wonderful mercies of the 'past year, &c.
How true, dear Doctor, every heart knoweth its own bitterness, &c.
In writing a reply to the above-mentioned letter, I referred to, or
dwelt chiefly upon, those few words, "bitter trials and wonderful
mercies." It is said of some, "They fell down, and there was none
to help." This was not the case with him or you. Eut this promise
was fulfilled, "Now, when they shall fall, they shall be holpell with a
little help." This, in your case, was fulfilled indeed-helped to. go on
your journey, helped to stand up in the pulpit you had so long coveted
to do, helped to testify to the Lord's long-suffering goodness and mercy,
helped to return home in safety, and helped to cast all your care on
Him who careth for you. May the Lord be with you manifestly,
strengthen you in your body, and say unto your soul, "Fear thou
not, for I am with thee; be not dismayed, for I am thy God: I will
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strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with
the right hand of My righteousness."
.
Now may He who is "able to keep you from falling, and to present
you faultless before the presence of His glory," be with you, lift up
the light of His countenance upon you, and give you peace.
Wishing you every blessing, for body and soul, for time and
eternity,
I remain, yours in the truth,
Totterdown, November 3rd, 1884.
LESS THAN THE LEAST.
A FAITHFUL AND COVENANT GOD, AND NO LESS A
COMPASSIONATE AND LOVING FATHER.
To the Edit01' of the Gospel Magazine.

DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I desire to write a few lines to the glol"y and
praise of our heavenly Father, and for the encouragement and
strengthening afresh of your faith and mine, and that of any business
child of God who may read this.
Last evening, at seven o'clock, I called at my statione.r's on business
-a lover of the truth and you-when she asked me, "Have you
opened the envelope I sent you, containing the announcement that
Dr. DOUDNEY is to preach to-night at St. Mary W oolnoth ~ " I said,
"No; but I should like to hear him, and will try and go."
It being seven o'clock-the time the service began-and having some
very urgent business on hand, I debated with myself whether business
or hearing you and God's Word should predominate. Finally, I decided
for the latter; and, telling my young man I wished to go into the
City, asked him to attend to the business.
Getting into the first omnibus that passed my door in Oxford Street,
I reached St. Mary Vv~oolnoth, and there found the outside of the
church surrounded -with a disappointed crowd that could not gain
admission. My card, however, and the name of a particular friend,
obtained for me standing room, and I listened to your sermon with
great interest and delight, and I hope profit, especially that part of it
where you exhorted Christians .to bring their little troubles and trials
-the "minutire" of their lives, as you termed it-to their heavenly
Father, and how they would thereby honour Him, quoting, as you
did, "The very h:;,irs of your head are all numbered, and not a
sparrow falleth to the ground," &c., as an encouragement for. them so
to do. As you proceeded, I made up my mind to give a smaU donation
to the Aged. Pilgrims' Friend Society, but when you mentioned that
some of them were over seventy and eighty years old, I could not
but double it.
My chief object, however, in writing is this-to testify to God's
special knowledge of, and care for, our individual circumstances and
surroundings.
Great and pressing business anxieties at this time almost led me to
decline the wish of my heart to hear you preach, fearing my business
might suffer, especially as I had heavy payments in prospect. However,
I bless God I was enabled to leave the business in His hands, and
to go into the City-not to buy, as is my wont, but to obtain a
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blessing. To the praise and glory of our heavenly Father I write it,
no sooner was my door opened, on my return home, than my cash-box
was put into my hand in a very pleasant and cheerful manner, and I
was greeted with the remark, "You will find an agreeable surprise
there, sir." And indeed it was so, for a cheque and Post Order for a
large amount, from a source I had no reason to expect, were there.
How could I but bless and praise the Lord, and retire to rest
with a deepened sense of God's great 'goodness, watchfulness, and
special overruling providence ~
Many Christian merchants and business men conld, I am sure, give
similar testimony to this in their own experience of life, thus proving
that things temporal are made subservient to things spiritual, and
that truly earthly cares, troubles, and anxieties are, under God's
gracious guidance, control, and blessing, made a means' of heavenly
discipline. I think sometimes, many of us are dumb Christians, and
have need to pray more sincerely than ever, "Open Thou my lips, and
my mouth shall show forth Thy praise." Sure I am that many of
us are chargeable with a "guilty silence" for not speaking and writing
of the special interference and great goodness of our heavenly Father,
from time to time, when we are enabled to leave all to Him.
It rejoiced me, my dear sir, to notice your voice was still so strong,
and your earnestness and vigour so little impaired by age. I noticed
your likeness and a short history of your life in the ChT·istian Age, and
enclose you a leaflet sent me with one of the remittances befnre alluded
to, which, with this, yon are at liberty to publish in the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, if yOIl feel so disposed. May God bless you and make you
s blessing to the end of your days!
I am, dear Dr. DOUDNEY, very sinoerely yours,
London, OctobeT 23Td, 1884.
J. P.

"WHAT .A, FRIEND I HAVE IN JESUS!"
To the. Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDKEY,-I hope yOIl are well, and being prospered in
the good work of proclaiming salvation to lost and undone sinners.
No doubt you have heard from our esteemed friend, Mrs. HILT" of the
departure to glory of her dear mother. You are also acquainted with
her long and painful affiiction. I enclose a few words respecting her,
because of the manifest loving-kindness of the Lord towards her.
She was, in common with the greatest portion of the household of
faith, very much tried respecting her eternal state. I have seen her
many times almost in despair; and her painful utterances were
·expressive of the state of her mind-darkness, doubt, conflict, deep
·sorrow. The language of Hannah (1 Sam. i. 15, 16) expresses her state
- " I am a. ~oman of a sorrowful spiri~, and have poured out my soul
before the Lord. Out of the abundance of my complaint and grief
nave I spoken hitherto;" and then, again, at times, for months before
her departure to glory, 1 Samuel ii. 1-3, was the- outflow of her SOlll.
You will quite understand me when I say, I felt quite confident that the
Lord would graciously appear before she was taken home, and blessed
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be His name for His own rich grace, love, and mercy, so abundantly
manifest! Let us adore our faithful God for another rich testimony
/
of His faithfulness towards His beloved one.
I saw our dear departed friend the day before she died, and found
her as happy as a soul could be while pent up in the body. As well
aS,could be gathered, in broken sentences, she .said, " 'The Lord is my
Shepberd.' Precious Jesus! Oh, what a Friend I have in Jesus! He
has always said, 'As thy days, so shall thy strength be.' After death,
a blessed resurrection! Happy! 0 my soul, happy!" She was
evidently full of glory, so often saying, "Glory! glor.y!" Much
more she said expressive of her most blessed state, and peacefully
fell asleep.
More than seven years have passed away since the painful Bath
accident, when her de",r hushand was taken home, leaving a blessed
testimony of his eternal safety. Our dear friend felt deeply the bitter
stroke, and probably she never recovered the shock. It must be a
great comfort to her beloved and loving sons and daughters left
behind that nothing was left undone that loving hearts could conceive,
and loving hands could do, to administer to her need and comfort
during her long illness.
But I will not enlarge, as probably her dear daughter will have
furnished you with particulars respecting her departed mother. Her
sleeping dust was laid in the grave on Saturday last, there to sweetly
slumber before the glorious resurrection.
Your "Family Portion" in the GOSPEL MAGA~INE for this month
is very expressive-" Death Defeated! Faith Victorious!" In what a
remarkable way does the Lord teach and bless! "Precious in the
The circumstances
sight of the Lord is the death of His saints."
related respecting the dear child, and its gracious effects on your spirit,
are indeed most cheering.
But I must not burden you. I trust it may be the good pleasure
of the Lord to bless and strengthen you day by day. You ofttimes
speak of your departure, but may the God of our salvation graciously
spare you yet to His people in this evil-yea, awful-day of departure
-from His truth, that the dear name of Jesus Christ, who is the Rock,
Refuge, Rest, Life, Peace, Righteousness, and eternal blessedness of
His bride, the Church, may be exceeding precious to you. While
clouds and darkness, doubt and conflict, ofttimes distress the soul, what
a mercy it is that your God is the same! "I am J ehovah ! I change
not! " Truly there is a needE-be for all we are called to pass through;
and yet how painful, because we cannot trace the leadings of Divine
Providence. While we can look back over the way along which
Jebovah hath led, and with thankfulness declare, "It is goodness and
mercy," how painfully dark ofttimes is the future; and such creatures
are we that, but for being holden with an unseen Hand, we should
sink, to rise no more. •
I hope the Lord favoured you much while preaching in that pulpit
where that honoured servant of the Lord, JOHN NEWTON, so long
laboured.
On Tuesday next, October 28th, we hold (God willing) our anniversary
services. It is now fourteen years since, in the wonderful providence
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of God, my steps were directed to this place; and, amidst many trials.
fears, and conflicts, "by the help of' God, I continue unto this day."
Mr. SCHOFIELD, of Trowbridge, and Mr. HEMINGTON, will preach the
Word here on the before-named day. I trust the eternal Spirit will
graciously bless the same to many souls.
With much love in the Lord, and prayerful longings for your
abundant usefulness, I am, ever yours, in hope of eternal life,
Yeovil, Octobm' 24th, 1884.
RICHARD VARDER.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR FRIEND,-I do trust that you have received a goodly sum
towards sending me the one thousand copies of "Walks and Talks with
Jesus," which you kindly proposed in last month's issue to supply at
half the usual price.
It is well to work while there is opportunity. We know not how
soon there may be no opportunity. The spirit in the Church a,nd the
nation seems as a house divided against itself in each case. Mr. GLADSTONE lately said, "If' ever you hear weak-minded people speak of' the
actual or possible decay of this Empire, don't listen to them for a
moment. Don't listen for a moment, gentlemen, to such dreams and
such fables." I have shuddered at the fearful presumption of such speech,
received with loud cheers by members of the.House of Commons. We
have worse in the Church. Confessions of want and spiritual poverty
are treated with .contempt. All this may be to drive us from every
refuge but the Lord.
.
I feel certain the following letter, received this morning, from a cavalry
sergeant, will be read with great interest. The army and navy contain many such bright specimens of the grace of God, and whom it is
our great privilege to supply with the Word of truth:-

,-

"DEAR MR. BRIDER,-Although you have not heard from me for
some time back, you have often been in my thoughts, and I do sincerely
feel grateful to you and all Christian friends for the continued monthly
I seldom have an opportunity of heararrivals of good spiritual food.
ing a truly Scriptural sermon. Your books, which I generally manage
to devour before giving them away, the truths therein taught have
so settled within the inner man that I have got no relish for
It is surprising to hear men begin an address ScripArminian tra-sh.
turally, and end with Arminian teaching, entirely pulling to pieces what
they previously set forth.
"Last Wednesday, I heard a minister preach from Hosea viii. 12-' I
have written to him the great things of My law, but they were counted
as a strange thing.'
This preacher was condemning 'some Cornish
preacher for making little of the law, by telling his hearers that
Christians were not bound to keep it.
I expect what the man said
At any rate, the above preacher considered
was misrepresented.
He tried to enforce the law upon
such teaching as Antinomianism.
men. But what amazed me was, he quite failed to inform us of that
blessed truth contained in Hebrews viii. 10-' I will put My laws into
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their mind, and write them in their hearts.'
These are the truths
poor seeking sinners and sin-burdened saints want to be told, to
comfort them on the road Zionwards.
"Is it not true, 'We are not under the law, bnt under grace' ~
Blessed be God, grace makes a sinner hate sin, and to walk holily
before God and before man. It is true, we all fall short considerably
of what we ought to be; still, the law is in the mind and in the heart.
'I delight in the law of God after the inward man, but another law
in my members wars against the law of my mind,' making me wretched,
and compels me to cry for help. Thanks be to God, I get it, through
'So then with the mind I myself serve the law of
the Conqueror.
God, ~ut with the flesh the law of sin.'
"I write these things to let you know that your books are my
monthly comforters. I should really like to show some fruit towardsthe Gospel Book Mission, and:, as an increasing family does not allow
me much money, if you will kindly send me a collecting-card, I will
try and get a few shillings together, and add my mite also.
"I saw an advertisement last October, in the Army and Navy Gazette,
inviting soldiers to take 'part in a competition for a prize of £5 for
the best essay upon the following subject, 'How can the Church
Best Promote the Cause of Religion in the Army ~' which I went in for.
These people are High Church, and they go in for forms and
ceremonies. I told them this would not promote the cause of true
religion in the army. I said we wanted faithful, godly chaplains, who
would preach the Gospel in all its fulness to us. . vVe wanted chaplains
who had a love for the souls of fellow-sinners, and who would visit
men in barracks, and have week-day services within barracks. I gave
them as many hints as I could Scripturally. I trust the Lord will own
my feeble efforts. I have not set my heart on the £5.
My chief
desire is, to be a witness of the power of the Gospel of Christ,
which I thank God I am not ashamed to acknowledge is the power of
God unto my salvation."
. Friends willing to help in this good work among our soldiers and
sailors will please address me, at the Old Gaol Chapel, Salisbury.
Yours sincerely,
November 17th, 1884.
CHARLES BRIDER.
[We are glad that the writer of the letter quoted by our friend and
correspondent, Mr. BRIDER, has not "set his heart on the £5 prize,"
for, in the present state of the so-called religious world, he is not
at all likely to get it. The doctrines in which he has been instructed,
and the which, in consequence, he is anxious to propagate, are too
humbling to the pride of the human heart to meet with encouragement.
The letter itself reminds us of the special pleasure which we realized
in ministering to the soldiers, in the early part of our ministry. Some
of the scenes we personally witnessed among the soldiers in the
barracks recur to us with peculiar pleasure, especially those in the
convalescent wards of the military hospital, where we used, from time to
time, to minister, as well as to congregations in the church when, at
an early hour on a Sunday morning, the service was specially devoted
to the military.-ED.]
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LOVE-GREETINGS.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-Beloved in Him who is co-eternal, co-equal,
, and co-essential with the Father and Holy Ghost, who hath so recently
and signaliy verified the truth of His own gracious promise, both as
regards your poor body, soul, and spirit, in your late ever-to-be-remembered journeyings to and from London, on the occasion of the fulfilment
of your long-longed-for and coveted desire of preaching in the pulpit
of the immortal NEWTON, at St. Mary \;V oolnoth.
\;V e have just received our monthly copies of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
and on hastily, as well as amdously, opening the same, you will judge
with what surprise, mingled with tears of grief and joy, we perus~d
the account of your late accident, as being amongst the "all things
that work together for good to them that love God, and are the called
according to His purposes of grace and mercy "-a "covenant ordered
in all things," times, and places, and sure, el'en "the sure mercies of
David."
We had been bearing you i:l mind, and all the circuffistances in
connection with your intended visit to the Metropolis, at the mercyseat and throne of grace, when bowing the knee at the family altar;
but, on the Wednesday evening in question, being our" week service
night, commencing at the same time, you would (D. V.) be entering
on the services at St. Mary W oolnoth. We specially desired our little
flock to unite with us in prayer to Almighty God on your behalf.
From then till now we have been watching the result, only to prove
our God is " th'3 same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever;" and to His
own name, J ehovah, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, be all the praise,
honour, and glory, for ever and ever. Amen. It is written, "The steps
of a good man are ordered of the Lord, and He delighteth in "his
way. Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the Lord
upholdeth him1 with His hand" (Psa. xxxvii. 23, 24). Though this
.primarily applies to Christ, yet equally to all His mystic members.
"Surely His salvation is nigh them that fear Him; that glory may
dwell in our land. . . . Truth shall spring up in the earth, and
righteousness shall look down from heaven. Yea, the Lord shall give
that which is good," in and by the way, though we poor, short-sighted
creatures often call it evil; "and our land shall yield her increase."
No, "there shall no evil befall thee," "for He shall give His
angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. They shall
bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash' thy foot against a stone."
., Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder; and the dragon shalt thou
trample ,under feet." "Because he hath set his love upon Me, therefore
will I deliver him; I will set him on high, because he hath known
My name. :ae shall call upon Me, and I will answer him; I will be
with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him. With long
life will I satisfy him, and show him My salvation."
To our poor minds, the foregoing seems as pointed and feathered with
love as an arrow from God's own bow; and, seeing He was about to
crown all with His loving-kindness and tender mercy, in your 'visit
to London, this stirred up Satan's rage and malice, to show· that
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he, too, was "the same yesterday, and to·day, and for ever," as was
manifest in the days of our Lord and Saviour, in the poor man's
deaf and dumb son, who, when he had brought him to Jesus,
"cast him into the fire and into the waters, to destroy him," &c. Not
once, nor twice, but "ofttimes"; and depend upon it, dear brother,
the arch-adversary's designs were the same in your case, only better
known to himself- and God than to us, in respect to the blessings that
were to follow and accompany your work and 'labour of love at St.
Mary 'V'oolnoth. We see the "g00d man's steps" were in the way of
righteousne<;s, as it is written, "Righteousness shall go before Him, and
shall set us in the way of His steps." No," no liar shall be there,
but the redeemed shall walk there." Hence," no weapon," however
insignificant in the eyes of some, or mighty in the eyes of others, the
world, flesh, and the devil may devise-no, no intrigue, no malice, "no
weapon "-" shall prosper, and every tongue " (and what a "weapon " we
have here!) " every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou
shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servauts of the Lord, and
their righteousness is of Me, saith the Lord." "The Lord is righteous
in all His ways, and holy [margin, 'merciful and bountiful '] in all His
works. The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon Him in truth.
He will fulfil the desire of them that fear Him; He will also hear
their cry, and will save them."
The Psalmist proved God's faithfulness in his day, in his every time
of need and extremity-Cl A God nigh at hand, and not aJar off."
"God is our Refuge and Strength, a very present Help in trouble."
"God is in the midst of her [the Church]: she shall not be moved:
God shall help her, and that right early." "The Lord of hosts is
with us; the God of Jacob is our Refuge. Selah."
Psalm xlvi. proved LUTHER's staff and stay in his day against all
weapons formed against him. And, dearly beloved brother in Christ,
can we not join with the Psalmist from our inmost heart and soul,
"My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord, and let all flesh bless
His holy name for ever and ever;" and, in the "one spirit," endorse
the lines of dear HART" This God is the God we adore;
Our faithful, unchangeable Friend;
Whose love is as large as His power,
And neither knows measure nor end.
" 'Tis Jesus, the First and the Last,
Whose Spirit shall guide us safe home;
We'll praise Him for all that is past,
And trust Him for all that's to come"?

Amen and amen.
No; the beloved brother [SA.UNDERS] was not to preach the sermon.
"The desire of the righteous was to be granted." But how good and
gracious of the Lord to have need of him to be your "very present
help in time of need"! Surely there was none other present than the
self-same spirit of David and Jonathan of old-

I
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" Blind unbelief is sure to err,
And scan His work in vain."

Remember the context in immediate connection with your subject on
~..".
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that manifestly marked occasion-Hebrews xii. 3: "Consider Him that
endured such contradiction of sinners against Himself, lest ye be wearied
and faint in your minds."
Oh, what daily-yea, hourly-need we have of the ever-blessed
Remembrancer springing up in our hearts and minds, to put us in
remembrance of these things! "My grace is sufficient for thee; My
strength is made perfect in weakness."
May the Lord, in mercy, vouchsafe His special blessing, and abundantly water the seed sown, so that he which soweth and those that
reap may rejoice together; and to God the Father, God the Son, and
God the Holy Ghost be all the glory. Amen.
The Lord grant us the" wings of a dove, covered with silver, and
her feathers of yellow gold," to fulfil your special request in respect to
prayer, so that we may join in fulfilling Isaiah Ix. 8, on your behalf"Who are these that fly as a cloud, and as the doves to their windows ~ "
for we doubt not the hearts of very many will be quickened to
respond to your request. The Lord do so, and more also, and yet long
spare you to us as a father in Israel, and beloved Editor of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE. (D.V.)
Pray accept these few hastily-penned lines, with my own and dear
partner's united much love and sympathy, in token of remaining, yours
very sincerely and affectionately in the best of bonds,
Reigate, October 31st, 1884.
CALVIN MARTIN.
"FEED MY SHEEP."
WHAT a hallowed privilege to be permitted to feed the Lord's sheep!
One who has found pasture writes to "G. C." as follows:DEAR CHRISTIAN 'FRIEND,-Permit me to write a few lines expressing
my gratitude and thankfulness for the" Wayside Notes," as they appear
in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE from time to time. \Ve read, "As face
answers to face in glass, so doth the heart of man to man." Well, it is
indeed so in your Christian experience and mine. I have not the
. gifts and ability that you have, but I trust I am one that is taught
of the Lord, as all His children are. As many as are sons are led
by His Spirit-that Spirit that inspires you to write for the comfort
and edification of His poor, afflicted children. Truly God is good to
Israel. Yes, I must say, truly God is good to me.
It hath pleased Him to lay His afflictive hand upon me. Having
been shut in two months with a severe a.ttack of bronchitis, He has
taken me aside, and spoken comfortably unto me, both in reading and
meditating on what has been written. Your" Christian's Sum Total" has
been very precious to my soul. It seems as if you knew all about
me-what cartlS and anxieties in the family, and what sweetness enjoyed
in "looking unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith, wh<>
for the joy," &c., "despised the shame." We can put up with being
thought singular and peculiar
"When Jesus shows His smiling face,
And whispers I am His."

Your ideas on prayer are what I have long felt, but never before
I~
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heard or read. The good minister tells us we must be much on our
knees-spend more time in the clooet. At least we ought to go twice
or three times in the day. I want no prayer-props, nor shutting up in
a room, wh0n I feel the spirit of prayer. It may be in my domestic
duties, or walking out, the heart is lifted up with a message to the
great Advocate and Intercessor, saying, "Hear my cry! Ah! Lord,
swift as an electric telegraph come by Thy Spirit the Comforter, which
Thou hast promised to send! Send or come into my heart, and grant
my request! Fill my little earthen vessel with Thy hid treasures!
Let my light so shine now in my latter days that I may glorify Thee."
I have been a reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE almost from the
Editor's commencement, being now in my si:x;ty-ninth year. Oh, that
my last days may be my best days spiritually, and, when the Master
calls, may I be ripe for His glory!
May the like blessings be granted you and our beloved Editor of
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, is the desire of your unknown, yet well-known,
S. C.
friend and sister in Christ Jesus our Lord,
THE PROP03AL TO SEND ONE THOUSAND COPIES OF
"WALKS AND TALKS WITH JESUS" TO MR. BRIDER'S
BOOK MISSION TO TH~ ARMY AND NAVY.
WE gratefully acknowledge the following contributions towards the
above object, and shall feel additionally thankful if other of our
readers will render their kind help, to enable us to accomplish that
which we trust will materially contribute towards the well-being of
our fellow-men engaged so perilously in foreign climes:LIST OF SURSCRIPTIONS.

Miss Taylor .
Mrs. Barrs .
Mis8 Luscombe
Miss Agnes E. Lambert
Mr. Beagarie
Mr. J. Bragg

£ s. d.
100
5 U 0
100
o 10 0
o 10 0
026

Miss Luce
Mrs. Knocker
Mr. W. J. Brown ...
A Reader, Bath
A Friend
Per Mr. Brider

£ s. d.
100
026

050
o 10 0
300
300

!ttbieius 1mb J1;t.otim; .of ~.o.oh$.
Out of Egypt. Bible Readings on the Boo7c of Exod1ts. By G. F. PENTECOST,
M.A., D.D., Author of "In the Volume of the Book," &c. London:
. Morgan and Scott.
WE .have only just dipped into this book. The comparison which it
keeps in view between the literal and the spiritual Israel, and their
varied steps and stages, is a subject that has long been dear to our own
heart, and we promise ourselves much pleasure, and we trust edification,
in the perusal of the book before us. 1Vell does the author say,
H Salvation begins with a sigh," and clearly does he open
up likewise
the wretched bondage and miserable slavery of the woddling. Here is
an expression which we gladly endorse. "I rejoice," says the author, "that my salvation st:tnds in the
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strength of an oath-bound covenant between the Father and the Son,
in which the Father has given us to His Son, and the Son has
redeemed us with His precious blood."
Again, he says, "Chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world,
and delivered, in the fulness of time, through faith in Him, and in
answer to the sigh and groan of our distressed souls. This is the
Gospe1. Our sighs and groans are not the ground of our salvation;
they are but th~ opportunity or occasion of God's saving grace. The
ground and reason of our deliverance is the redemptive work of Christ,
and the holy and eternal covenant made by the Father with Him."
We could have wished, as the author here speaks so emphatically
and so well of the covenant, that he had made special reference to
the Holy Ghost, the Third Person in the adorable Trinity, as the
Witness and the Sealer of the covenant. Moreover, His essential and
indispensable work, as One of the great Covenanters, was to bring home
the knowledge and apply the benefits of the covenant to our personal
realization, experience, and participation. We doubt not but the .author
has dwelt upon this all-important feature of redemption-work in the
after-part of his book, but here it ought to have had a place,
inasmuch as it is an undeniable fact that, but for the Personal work
of the Holy Ghost, as the Convincer of sin and the Testifier and
Revealer of Christ, we should have been in ruinous and eternal ignorance
of both the Father's elective love and the Son's redeeming grace.
The Reformation of the Nineteenth Century: a Combined Work on Ecclesiastical' Topics, chiefly setting forth the Present Crisis in the Anglican
Communion. Bya Member of the Church of England. London: W.
Wileman.
A JlIOST important work, entitled to a close reading at the present
most critical crisis as respects both the Church and nation. There is
a dulness, a stupor, an infatuation, so prevalent as to need rousing; and,
if that rousing does not soon come, in the chastisements with· which
we are threatened, and which seem looming in the not far distance,
we are greatly mistaken. We cannot conceive of things long continuing
as at present. The unknown author of the work before us says that
"the churches, at certain seasons, are turned into 'Covent Gardens'
and 'theatres.'" Can Jehovah, who hath avowed Himself a jealous
God, look with indifference upon such a state of things 1 Assuredly
not. Well may Christendom tremble at the inquiry, "Shall I not
visit for these things 1 saith the Lord; and shall not My soul be
avenged on such a nation as this 1 "
"To the Work! To the Work!" .London: Morgan
and Scott.
T}T~sE are from the pen of Mr. D. L. MOODY. As we have before
s~~, in regard to other works by the same author, we admire his
clOse adherence to the Word of God, and his marked study of the
various characters in Bible history. He brings out much in a plain
and forcible manner; but Mr. MOODY'S applications are so tinged with
the free-willism of the creature, that it reminds us of the old fable of
the cow upsetting the pail of milk she had just given.
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Meditations on the Epistle to the Ephesians.

•

By the Very Rev. HENIW
LAw, M.A., Dean of Gloucester. London: Hamilton, Adams, and
Co. ; Gloucester: Davies and Son.
THESE "Meditations" are full of precious thoughts, and fraught with a
clearness and soundness of doctrine rarely to be met with in this
specious and truth-compromising age. The greatly-advanced age of the
venerable author-now in his eighty·seventh year-gives additional interest
to the w9rk, ina.smuch as it bears upon its every page the deep impress
of careful Observation, close r~search, and matured experience. The
pieces )eing short renders the book so much the more eligible for
daily use either in private or at the family readings.

Old J{)nathan for Christmas, 1884.

London: W. H. and L. Collingridge,
.
City Press, Aldersgate Street.
THIS is the twenty-eighth annual issue, and to our mind is the best of
the whole series. A clergyman's wife thus writes of it-" We are all
so pleased with the beautiful' Old Jonathan.' Itis a pretty gift for any.
one. I have already been obliged tq give away the two copies you sent
this morning, and they have been received with great pleasure. The
designs are very choice, and make it so very attractive."

The Christia,nChoir. By IRA D. SANKEY and JAMES MCGRANHAHAN;
The Gospel Male Chorus Book. By JAMES MCGRANHAHAN. London:

y

Morgan and Scott.
THEY are got up very nicely, and, we doubt not,. to the player would
afford a real treat. But, as we personally lutve no practical knowledge
of music, beyond being able to join in with others, we cannot venture
to' say more. Gladly we would if we could.
LITERARY N 0rICE.
IT is with much satisfaction we announce that a work is rapidly passing through the press, and is exp.llcted to be forthcoming by the end
of the year, entitled, "Chosen, Ch;1stened, and Crowned!" A very
happy title, and most thoroughly appropriate, it being a Memoir of
the late Miss SHEKLETON, the originator of the Invalids' Letter Mission.
Those who are familiar with the letters of this so well-taught and so
long. and sorely-affiicted one "till readily admit the propriety of the
above well:chosen title. The work comes from the pen of the deceased's
sister, whom the Lord so highly honoured as the taker-down-we wont
saY'J"eporter-of the sermons of the immortal KRAUSE, and which have
.gone forth, as a precious messenger, into the length and breadth of
the habitable globe.
.

END OF VOLUME

XIX.

LondoM: Prm:tedby W. H. aRd L. COLLINGRIDGE, 148 anjMJ' .A.lder£gate ~treet, E.C.

."

