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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

JEHOVAH AND HIS PEOPLE ONE.
" That they all may be one,' as T/tou, FatMI', art ill Me, and I in
Thee, that they also may be one in Us."-J OHN xvii. 2l.
PRECIOUS prayer by a thrice-precious Lord! What a distinguishing mercy that He should thus have expressed Himself just be£ora
His departure, that so His words might be left fresh and sweet
and powerful upon the hearts and minds of His dear disciples,
and, through the instrumentality of His blessed Word, be handed
down to His d~ar followers, age after· age and generation after
generation! Apart from His pleadings in sacred Gethsemane and
His cries upon Calvary, be it remembered this was a portion of
His last prayer, as we read, in the opening of the chapter-" These
words Bpake Jesus, and lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said,
Father, the hour is come; glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son also
may glor.ify Thee: as Thou hast given Him power over all flesb,
that He should give eternal life to as many as Thou hast given
Him. And this is life eternal, that they might know Thee, theonly true God, and J esns Christ, whom Thou hast sent. I haveglorified Thee on the earth: I have finished the work which Thou
gavest Me to do" (John xvii. 1-4).
These verses contain volumes, but we must not venture to comment at any length upon them, inasmuch as it would divert us
from what we wish to notify, except that we would have the
reader contemplate what is involved in the declaration, "Father"
the hour is come." What hour? Oh, that sacred, that all~
important,' that momentous hour, set apart in the councils of
eternity, and upon the issue of which hung, so, to speak, the fate
of the one Church, the whole election of grace! The hour in
which was concentrated the responsibilities of a covenant to rescue
and redeem from sin, condemnation, and woe, "a great multitude
which no man can number, of all nations, and kindreds, and
people, and tongues." .That covenant broken-the great covenant
Head failing to fulfil the every jot and titHe of its entailments3 B
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hapless indeed were the consequences! But oh, blessed be God,
it was a glorious truth that there was given unto Him "power
over all flesh"-a power which He still retains, in all its fulness,
and in all its various' details and numberless bearings-yea, a
power which, in spite of all the daring disputing and denial upon
the part of the sceptics and infidels of the present age, in sign
and token of the last days, He will-He must-retain, for "the
government is upon His shoulders," and "of the increase of His
government and peace there shall be no end."
The more we contemplate this "power oVElr all flesh," as appertaining to the perfect -right and indisputable claim of Jesus, the
more cheering and consolatory is such contemplation. As that right
and authority are His, He can, exercise it at any moment, for
"His people shall be willing in the day of His power." Devils
even recognized that rig4t, for said they, upon one occasion, and
that in spite of His lowly appearance and condition, "Art Thou
come to destroy us before the time? 'We know Thee who Thou
art, the Holy One of -God." Further, was not the question put
to Saul, in the height of his untowardness and rebellion, a virt1;lal
declaration of His just authority and control-" Saul, Saul, why
persecutest thou Me? It is hard, for thee to kick against the
pricks " ? We see, in connection with this appeal to Saul and
revelation of Himself, how immediately the Lord put His own
divine power into operation. How, in a moment, He brought down
the stubborn will of Sanl! How was his hate and ,antagonism
instantly subdued! How was the tyrant, as in the twinkling of an
eye, changed into the meekness, the simplicity, the teachableness,
of the merest child! Ab! reader, how sweet is the consideration
of this power, as essentially both the right and the prerogative
of Jesus! Indeed, there was ample ground for the poor leper's
exclaiming, "Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst make me. clean."
The. same applies, blessed be God, to every poor, sin-diseased,
Satan-beset soul.
How blessed, moreover, is the contemplation of the fact of which
Jesus testified-" I have glorified Thee on the earth; I have
finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do"! In what did
.that wo;rk consist, reader, but in a continuous and uninterrupted
course of a most self-denying service, to be immediately followed
by the most passive submission-yea, an unexampled surrender to
the extremest indignities, as well as to an inconceivable amount of
anguish and the most acute suffering.
But, beloved, if in the so near approach of this, the completion
of His Mediato:rial covenant engagements, Jesus declared His work
to be finished, could He, think you, have overlooked, or that He
would fail, in due time, to fulfil, all that must absolutely and most
effectually be accomplished, in order to verify His own words".Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be
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with Me where I am; that they may behold My glory, which
Thou hast given Me: for Thou lovedst Me before the foundation
of the world"? (Johu xvii. 24.) Again, observe HebrAws ii.. 13
-" Behold I and the children which God hath given Me."
Now, what is involved in all this but the most .positive and
undoubted certainty of the eternal safety and everlasting glorification
of the whole election of grace-the one family of the redeemed?
"Not a hoof can be left behind." Not ,a vessel of mercy can be
found missing in that last great day, when He shall come to
make up His jewels (margin, "His special treasure "'), to be
"glorified in His saints, and to be admired in all them that
believe.'~

Ah! how well, upon these grounds, may the weakest, the
feeblest, the frailest, the feelingly lost, helpless, undone, "thank
God, and take courage"! The" Father, 1 will" of Jesus ensures
the great and glorious fact that" The feeblest saint shall win the day,
Though death and hell obstruct the way."

The subject, however, upon which we wish to dwell is, the
A long-glorified
servant of the Lord used to say, "1 know of no Ohurch .separate
from Ohrist, and of no Ohrist separate from His, Ohurch." And
was he not correct, dear reader? Are not head and members
one? Are not the vine and its branches one? Are not husband
and wife one? Mark the declaration, "And they twain shall be
one flesh."
But observe, further, the glorious statement at the head of this
article-" That they all may be one; as Thou, Father, art in Me,
and ,1 in Thee, that they also may be one in Us." Ob, that
glorious " Us " ! How marvellous! Wbat a wonder of wonders
that this, "the Ohurch of the First-born," should be wrapped up
in Deity! "One in Us! One in Us!"
Oh, reader, if we could but, in some little measure and even
in some small degree, enter into this, how would it absorb our
thoughts, engross our attention, and divert us from the little
trials and trifling vexations of our time-state! This would more
especially be the case, could we but consider what we were,
whence we were, and whither .we were going, whim the Lord was
pleased to ,take us in hand, stop us in 'our mad and hell-bound
career, and bring us to His feet with cries for mercy; and then
to reveal that mercy in and through Jesus, our Elder Brother;
yea, our "Brother born for adversity"; yea, .our "Friend that
sticketh closer than a brother." In the contemplation of such
mercy, well might the poet exc!aimoneness and identity of the Ohurch with Oh1-ist.

" Oh, for such love, let rocks and hills
Their lasting silence break,
And all harmonious human tongues
The Saviour's praises speak!"

3 B :3
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But now, dear reader, we must tell you what instrumentally laid
this precious subject of oneness, union, identity, upon our mind at
the present time. Seeing an announcement that Mr. W ARBURTON
was to preach at Trowbridge, on the 15th of September, we had
a great desire to be present, but parochial engagements prevented
our going till the after-part of the day. That desire arose from
the' great wish to bear the son proclaim tbe same truths the father
had so long before him proclaimed in the same building-aye, and
under what intense exercise of soul about that very son! Ah!
reader, who can tell what this soul-exercise is-what the anguish
of heart-what the agonizing travlJ:il-but a father, and in proportion as that father's mind is imbued with all the tremendous
realities of eternity, and the momentous concerns of the neverdying soul? And assuredly that weight and anxiety is intensified
by reason of the subtleties and the sophistries-the carnal reasonings and the fleshly artifices-so rife at the present time, and so
clearly indicating that the last days are upon us.
The service 'for the evening did not commence for some threequarters of an hour after we reached the chapel. Meanwhile,
among those with whom we conversed was one most sorely
afHicted. She was seated in a Bath-chair, near the pulpit, with
a calm, serene countenance; and, to our perfect astonishment,
that comparatively young person had undergone the amputation
of both her legs! In offering her a word of sympathy, she
expressed herself with gratitude that it was merely her legs, and
Dot her SOttl, she had lost. We inferred from this that the trial
-and oh, what a trial I-had been sanctified to her. Yea, we
thought it very probable that the Lord had made that, her so
special afHiction, the means of drawing her to Himself. Should
such have been the case, or, if otherwise, how glad should we be
to hear from that sufferer! How warm and how lively seemed
to be her interest in that service, as she sat with riveted' eye
upon the preacher!
Ere he made his appearance in the pulpit, how did the mind
go back, as already intimated, in review of what was so connected with that building, and what the deep exercises, for so
many years, of him who had so long laboured within its walls!
We felt that, if those walls could have spoken, how would they
have testified to the agonizing. sighs and cries and groans, upon
the part of the preacher, as from time to time he appeared before
the people,' to minister to their manifold spiritual necessities! ,
Those of our readers who are familiar with the late .Mr. W AR~
BURTON'S "Wilderness Mercies" will remember the many trials,
both in providence and grace, of which he had been the .subject.
How marked and how merciful were the dealings of God ~ith
him throughout his long and eventful history! A more mellowing
or unctuous record we never met. As, therefore, we sat within the
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walls of the building which, in the good providence of the L1rd,
had been raised on his behalf, and where he had been privileged
to labour for so many years, we could but contemplate with
adoring g-ratitude the goodness, the loving-kindness, the faithfulness,
of our God.
Then, a~ we have said, we thought of the soul-travail of which
he had been the su~ject on account of the very son now about to
occupy the pulpit. Oh, how little, amid the depths of his anguish
(especially at certain times and seasons in connection with the
waywardness of that poor son), could the father foresee what the
Lord had in store for himself and, that very son! Had he been
indulged with the earnest, the pledge, the assurance, that ultimately it should be well with him, it would have been a great
matter indeed. To have" died in faith," in the sweet and blessed
belief that, in the Lord's own good time, that son should be
called by grace, and ultimately rejoin his father in the glory of
which he was about to become the partaker, that would have been
a distinguishing mercy; but for that son not only to be called
by grace, but commissioned. to preach the everlasting Gospel, and
that in the lifetime of his dear father, oh, how rioh, how vast,
how boundless a privilege this! And such was the case. ,
We were favoured to hear the young preacher's first sermon in
London, and afterwards to congratulate his father (then present) upon
so interesting and grateful an occasion. And now that privilege
was to be' enhanced, and the goodness and mercy of our God to be
still more blessedly seen, in connection with the fact that the father,
after all the turmoil and travail of the time-state, had come to a
glorious-yea, a most triumphant-end, and that now the son, the
cause of such deep heart-sorrow and intense anguish of soul, was
about to testify ,of the goodness, the mercy, the love, of which he
himself had been made the partaker.
Oh, reader, as a parent, deeply, deeply concerned for those of his
own sons who as yet exhibit no evidence whatever of spiritual light
or love, how intensely did we feel upon the occasion to which we
refer; and how fervent and ardent were the cries that similar
mercy might be bestowed upon them as had been vouchsafed to
him who :was about to. testify of what God had done for his
soul!
'We have but the faintest hope or expectation that our so fervent
desire will be granted during our personal sojourn in this vale of
tears. All that we can ,venture to 'ask at the Lord's hand is, that
He may be pleased to give us faith to believe that, in His own
time and in His own way, when we are numbered with the dead, ,
they shall be brought personally to know and rejoice in the God
of their father. This is the utmost we can venture to ask, and
for this we plead day and night. May the Lord, of His great
mercy, hear aI;ld heed our poor cries!
Oh, how the heart shud-
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ders at the thought that one-even one-should be allowed eternally to perish! The very thought that even one of one's offspring
should have eternally to' curse the day he was born, and made the
partaker of a never-dying soul, harrows lip one's soul beyond
expression. Oh, our God, we entreat-we implore-we beseech
Thee to grant that this may never-no, never, never-be the
case!
Whilst thinking upon these things, there are certain passages
which cause us to shudder in regard to those who may have
despised and rejected' caution, and exhortation, and rebuke. Take,
for example, Proverbs i. 24-31: "Because I have called, and ye
refused; I have stretched out My hand, and no man regarded;
but ye have set at nought all My counsel, and would none
of My reproof:' I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock
when your fear cometh; when your fear cometh as desolation, and'
your destruction cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and anguish
c6meth npon you. Then shall they call upon Me, but I will not
answer; they shall seek Me early, ,but they shall not find Me:
for that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of
the Lord: they would none of My counsel: they despised all My
reproof. Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way,
arid be filled with their own devices." Again, Proverbs xxix.lI, He that, being often reproved, hardeneth his neck, shall ~uddenly
be destroyed, and that without remedy."
We know that there are those who will call this legal. Well,
if it be so, it is the legality of the Bible, and God forbid that we
should be indifferent to, or make light of, that!
But to return. The mind also reverted to many other favoured
men of God who occasionally ministered in that place, and who, .
after all their varied conflicts a~d painful exercises, were now
before the throne, and had joined "the general assembly and
Church of the First-born" above in the triumphant song, "Unto
Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own
blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and His
Father: to Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen."
Dear reader, it was a sweet and blessed contemplation, and the
more so when coupled with the thought"Are we not tending upwards, too,
As fast as time can move 1
Nor do we wish the hours more slow,
To keep us from our Love."

After singing, in sweetest harmony, two of the precious songs of
Zion, and that, too, to two of our good old tunes, and reading and
prayer, Mr. W ARBURTON spoke from Proverbs xxiii. 18-" For,
surely there is an end; and thine expectation shall not be cut off."
AR, was the case with the fath,er, so is it with the son-there. was
mellowness, dew, savour, with the testimony. We never remember
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to have heard a preacher narrate homely incidents and give familiar illustrations with the same peculiar power as the late Mr.
W ARBURTON. The same naturalness applies to the son. There is
a warmth and a power that render his testimony peculiarly sweet
and savoury. There is so much heart about it, and this it is, under
the seal of the Holy Ghost, that finds the echo and the response
in other hearts. It is, in a word, that which speaks from heart to
heart. Hence its hold-its grasp-upon the inner man. No riJere
letter preaching will do this. There may be ability, and so the
attention may be arrested, and a certain interest awakened in the·
contemplation of that ability. But the savour, the dew, the unotion,
the power, the seal, the intermingling of heart with heart, soul with soul,
oh, that is quite another thing! The ear listens, the heart feels; and
there is a vast distinction between hearing and feeling. One word
dropped into the heart prepared by the Holy Ghost to receive that
word, is attended with a weight and an influence as distinct as
possible from the mere nominal or external hearing. Nor can it
be erased or wholly forgotten. It abides. It cautions or comforts,
consoles or confirms, according to the mind of the Holy Ghost,
and as the heart or soul of the hearer may need.
But, with respect to the union, the oneness, the identity referred
to at the hea4 of this article, oh, how we felt that upon the occasion of which we have spoken! Of course, there were differences of
opinion, in the lesser sense, upon the part of those then and
there assembled; but oh, as they sang as with one heart and one
voice, into what puny insignificance ·did these secondary thoughts
and non-essential matters dwindle! One in Ohrist! was the aHengrossing thought with us. How sweet and how powerful was
the thought-" Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace. There is one body, and one Spirit, even as
ye are called in one hope' of your calling; one Lord, one faith,
one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all, and
through all, and in you all" (Eph. iv. 3-6). There was neither
,time nor inclination for saying, "I am of Paul, and I of Apollos."
We thought, moreover, of the words of the Apostle, "Put on,
therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies,
kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long-suffering j forbearing
one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel
against any: even as Ohrist forgave you, so also do ye" (001. iii.
12, 13).
We thought of those who were gone, and who had once been
identified with that place. What would have been their counsel and
advice about little differences and petty distinctions? Would they
not have said, "Differ, and agree to differ"? We thought, moreover,
of how soon those present would separate, and how speedily pass
away; and how well, "knowing whom they had believed," might
they" rejoice in hope" of that blessed reassembling and dwelling·
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for ever together where no difference of opinion could exist, or
aught interfere with their celestial and eternal harmony!
. By our side, in the same pew, sat two who were within a few
rlays to embark for America. In all human probability, never
more should we meet till we meet before the throne! That very
thought seemed to stimulate one, so to speak, to extend it, and
cause one to believe that it had a very wide bearing upon the many
t;hen and there assembled. We could but cherish the thoughtwe could not entertain a doubt about it-that a goodly proportion
of those who were then and there uniting in the song, "Crown
Him, crown Him, Lord of all!" would in very deed crown Him,
in the upper and better world, "King of kings and Lord of
lords." Hence we could but mentally rejoice in the glorious
testimony of our ever-adorable Lord, "That they all may be one;
as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may
be one in Us."
St. Luke's, Bedminster, Sept. 26, 1885.
THE EDITOR.
WEARY,
LORD JESUS, I am weary; the way seems long and drear;
I do so want to know Thee, and ever feel Thee near!
My heart is dark and fad, Lord; and, when I look within,
Heartsick, I turn and tremble at the magnitude of sin.
I am so vile and worthless, Lord-this I feel and know;
Oh, wilt Thou not, in mercy, on me Thy grace bestow 7
Waiting, Lord, is weary work-pray hasten now the time!
In tender, kind compassion, do tell me I am Thine!
Days come, days go, but still no light on my dark path doth shine j
Will the Day-star never rise within this soul of mine 1
No creature, Lord, can help me~I've 'sought their aid in vainLord, now appear and save me, and make my pathway plain!
I often wish, dear Saviour, that I could see Thy face,
And with Thine own redeemed ones could feel Thy saving grace.
Oh, if I could but find Thee, down at Thy feet I'd fall,
And if my words should fail me, dear Lord, Thou knowest allHow much I need forgiveness for all my fearful sin;
How anxiously I wait, Lord, for the "still small voice~' within,
To tell me I am pardoned. to tell me I am free;
To tell me that the Fountain is open still for me,
To bathe my weary soul in, and find eternal rest,
And calm to sweet composure my agitated breast.
Speak to my soul this night, Lord, for I am lone and sad;
One tender word from Thee, Lord, will make my spirit glad.
It is not life without Thee; oh, gracious Saviour, come;
Take full possession of me, and make my heart Thine own!
And when Thou hast converted me, Lord, give me grace to run
The race that's set before me, until my crown is won;
Then at Thy feet I'll cast it, in gratitude and love,
And dwell for ever with Thee in the mansions bright above.
.
L. M. B.
REME?>IBER thou nev:er pleasest thy. Lord more than when thou leanest
thy whole weight upon Him.
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CROSSING THE BAR.
"So He bl'ingeth them unto their desired haven."-PSA.L~1 cvii. 30.
WE had been looking out from shipboard for the" desired haven,"
but there was a long and dangerous bar which hindered us for some
hours reaching it, for it could not be passed until the sea covered it
to a certain depth, so we had to beat about. Still, at the proper time,
the difficulty was overcome. We crossed the bar and reached' the
"desired haven" in safety.
Beloved, it will be so in our heaven-bound voyage over the sea of
life. Such thoughts crowd upon us as we enter upon the last month
of another year. How time speeds! Soon the year 1885. will be
rolled back as a thing of the past, and we shall cross the bar of time,
and enter upon fresh unfoldings of God's providence and grace, and
so on and on till we reach the "desired haven."
We know not what is ahead of us. Storm may follow storm, billow
succeed billow, but they will but keep us on the alert, and make us
the more hardy. But, whatever is' ahead of us, we may depend upon
it the Captain of our salvation will "never leave us nor forsake us."
He is pledged to bring us to the" desired haven." And, when we
think of Him and know Him as "the Mighty God," failure and shipwreck are impossible. Comfort is here for weak ones-indeed, for all
the falI'ily. Hear His precious words of assurance-" Fear thou not,
for I am with thee; be not dismayed, for I am thy God; 1 will
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with
the right hand of My righteousness." And what a mercy it is that
time still finds us thus "upheld," amidst all the decay and death that
surround us!
I do not know anything that has struck me more forcibly than to
have been informed by one of the most scientific astronomers of the
day that "the moon is dying" -that, of late years, there has been the
entire disappearance of large craters, and the collapse inward of the
crust of the moon, so that desolation is taking the place of animation,
and one is inclined to argue, "If the moon is dying, may not the old
world be fast decaying too ~ And do not things point significantly to
the fact that 'the end is at hand,' and the time fast hastening when
there shall be no more need of the moon' or the sun 1" At all events,
he must be blind indeed who cannot see by "the signs of the times"
the deep necessity of standing on one's watch-tower, ready for any
change the Lord may see fit to bring upon us.
And all this seems to bring out, to my mind, another fact, namely,
that, in the Scriptures of truth, the moon is represented as a striking
emblem of the Church of God. And is not the Church of God, as
far as this world is concerned,. waning 1 Is not the Lord fast gathering
His servants to Himself, and their places are not being filled up 1
How many, during the now fast-closing year, known to us have crossed
the bal', and reached their eternal home! Memory calls up to view many
who have done so. Among such, we remember Mrs. CHINERY, whom.
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we visited many years ago, with the dear Editor, in her Leamington
home, and we have a vivid recollection of the intelligent and spiritual
conversation of that" elect lady." Then, again, there is Miss MONcK,
lately of Hastings, whose' able writings are well known by the family
of God. She, too, has crossed the bar and reached the haven of rest.
And then we remember dear Dr. HEWLETT, whose name is a savour
in the living Church. Personally, how much I owe to that dear man
of God's faithful testimony! When an anxious inquirer, just quickened
into newness of life, oh, with what anxiety would I find ways and means
to follow the dear Doctor from one City church to another! Precious,
precious opportunities they were indeed! I have come away from such
sometimes feeling "whether in the body or out of the body I could
not tell." Grand and great he was, too, through the Spirit's teaching,
in the handling of the Epistle to the Romans-the eighth chapter
especially. He seemed to have every point at his fingers' ends, or, what
is better, in heartfelt experience, giving out that which had been given
him from above. These were memorable seasons; but he, too, at the
appointed time, and at a good, ripe age, crossed the bar, and entered the
haven of eternal rest. "He, being' dead, yet speaketh."
And there is just one dear saint I must refer to, who recently has
followed in the wake of the dear Doctor-I mean Mrs. EDwARD
DOUDNEY. Little did I think, when she drank tea with us at South.
sea the previous July, and we held sweet converse together upon the
best things, that it was the last time we should see her in the flesh!
I remember she went with us afterwards to listen to our feeble testimony
for Christ in a Portsmouth Mission Hall, and expressed herself as having
gained a "feast of fat things." Well, she too has crossed the bar, and
is now enjoying the calm of heavenly joy.
Many others we might mention who have reached the "desired
haven" during the year 1885; and who can tell how soon it may be
our turn ~ Lord, keep us in the attitude of an expectation grounded
upon the sweet assurallce that we are united to Thee for time and
eternity!
And then there is another thing that rises in one's mind, beloved,
namely, that, although we remain among the spared monuments of God's
mercy, there have been times-and, with some of us, many timeswhe,n it seemed we too were about to cross the bm', and enter our rest;
but the Lord has put us back again with a "Not yet! Not yet! "
and that for a purpose of love and mercy.
'One such time is very memorable to the writer. It was in the
year 1873, when, in a serious illness, an eminent physician who was
called in said to one dear to us, "I can only give you a ray of hope."
This seemed indeed like very nearly crossing the bal', but the Good
Physician was at hand. He delivered, and, on my bed, I pencilled a
few lines from those precious words, "For Thou ha",t delivered my
soul from death; wilt not Thou deliver my feet from falling, that I
may walk before God in the land of the living ~ "
I dare say it has been so with the reader. He or she can look
back to times when it seemed the Lord was about to take them home.
But no; they were, as it were, put back, for the appointed time had
not arrived. If the Lord has seemingly extended four lives, it is '
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because He, has something more to show us in this our time-state.
"Ye shall see greater things yet," was His own promise; and we
may depend upon it there shall be "greater things," which shall bring
glory to His name.
But we have said, He seems to prolong our lives, for it cannot be so in
reality, for with Him the day and hour were appointed from all eternity,
and the "Come up higher!" is a matter of plan and purpose, and
in the covenant.
But to return to the merciful" upholding" we have referred to, in
the midst of decaying surroundings. The Lord has' dealt very graciously
with us. Look back with us, beloved, on the pathway already trodden- .
or, to keep to the spirit of our passage, the course thus far gained on
the sea of life towards the "desired haven." How certain it is that the
Lord knows His children and chosen ones before they know Him,
preserving their lives, and interposing for them in providence when
they were living far from Him!
In a review of those days, the writer can tell of several special
occasions when it seemed as if he was about to cross the baT, but the
Lord preserved and saved him. Once he had a narrow escape through
a runaway horse, which, becoming unmanageable, ran against an iron
. post, and, as he was thrown out of the trap, his foot caught in the
reins, and he was dragged some distance along the road. The horse,
at liberty, dashed down a private road across which were posts, and,
rushing between them, left the trap a perfect wreck. Through the
shock to the nervous system the writer was laid up for three weeks.
Again he seemed near crossing the oar from a fall into a river from a
boat, when a beloved brother plunged into the middle of the stream.
and brought him to the bank. Another time, from a violent blow on
the forehead, through coming in contact with a strut which had been
'placed between two vessels, to keep them from bulging; and again. from
being severely scalded through the bursting upwards of the false
bottom of a large vessel. The boiling liquid falling upon the back of
his neck, he was hurled down a flight of stairs. ""1e only mention
these things to show how graciously the Lord preserves His children,
even when they have not been led to make it manifest that they are
His children.
Thus we have referred to the days of our unregeneracy, when the
Lord's eye was upon us, and we knew it not, which reminds us of another
crossing the bar-I mean the passage from death unto life, which can
alone be accompli'Shed by the· Holy Ghost. He is the Giver of life;
and without that gift imparted and sealed home within, we can have
no evideJlce of being right for eternity.
A great writer has said, "Four things are necessary to constitute a
Christian. Faith makes a Christian, life proves a Christian, trial confirms
a Christian, and death crowns a Christian." I do not agree with him.
We have not been to the same school. I believe it is life, not faith,
that makes the Christian, and that faith is the outgoing of that life,
which gives proof, as other graces of the Holy Spirit do also, that we
are "born again." We shall err if we do not begin with Him who is
the Giver of life; and, until we have received that life which He alone
can give,-there will be no spiritual outgoings. I know I am very touchy
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upon these things, but I must place things where the Lord places them,
for I am very jealous for the truth of God and for the God of truth.
Life, then, from the death of sin is the great essential.
Oh, if we have thus c1'ossed the bar, and passed from death unto
life-from the bondage of .sin into the glorious liberty of the Gospel" No claims Clln law or justice crave
From J esu's mystic bride;
Full payment to the law Be gave
When for her sins' Be died."

Jesus, the sinner's Surety, paid the debt that we poor bankrupts might
go free.
. And now, to look more immediately at our portion. In the Psalm
from which it is taken, it will be noted that the children of God,
in this present world and future eX;lltation, are described by a variety
()f homely figures-for instance, as travellers passing through a
wilderness; as prisoners awaiting deliverance j as those who are sitting
in darkness, and whose hearts are brought down with labour; and
as mariners tossed about on the sea of life, but eventually brought
to the "desired haven."
Let us think for a moment of these practical illustrations. The
children of God-the true Israel-are compa.red to tmvellers passing
through a wilderness, who went astray, and found "no city to dwell in"
-strangers and pilgrims on earth. Yes, such is their experienceno rest here j always on the move- yet, blessed be God, by faith
"looking for a city which hath foundations, whose Builder and
Maker is God." In this pilgrim life, the Lord teaches His people
by varied discipline that all their well:springs are in Him.
He
draws us from all creature stays to Himself, and shows us that He is
the only Prop and Staff to depend upon throughout our pilgrimage to
the better country.
And then, in this very precious Psalm, the Lord's people are said
to be as prisoners awaiting delivemnce-such as are "bound in affiiction
and iron." A poet, much thought of in his time, wrote of one as
" .A. happy soul, that all the way
To heaven hath a sunny day."

Poor man! It would puzzle him to find that " happy soul" upon earth.
Certainly he would look in vain for his character among the Lord's
family. God's people are prisoners, as it were, on earth, yet prisoners
()f hope. Here they are bound in fetters. There are so many things
that keep them clogged and earth-bound. True, their spirits sometimes
rise far above the clods of the valley, and they can sing joyously of
the Sun of Righteousness, and what they know about Him; but, in the
main, they have to endure much prison work, and to feel, in their
pilgrim state, "bound in affliction and iron," and "holden in cords of
affiiction:"
Is it so with you, dear reader ~ vVell, the Lord knows all about
the sighing of His prisoners, and, in due time, will turn those sighs
into songs.
And then, God's people are further described as those who are
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sitting in darkness, and whose hearts are brought down· with labour.
There are plenty of haughty spirits, stiff necks, and proud hearts, even
among God's spiritual Israel. My thoughts are upon one who, in
other ways, gave token that he was a Ohristian, but oh, I personally
suffered from the overbearing pride and conceit of that man! W 0
read of "the despitefulness of pride." Verily it was manifest in the
case referred to. . We mention this because we think it touches the
. spirit of our reference. Many melt need a great deal of humbling;
and the Lord sends severe providences, and puts them in the furnace
of affliction, that they may become purged of the wretched dross of
creature pride. He brings them down with labollr and trial. Then
they fall down, and, in the realization of their helplessness, under
God's discipline, they cry unto Him in their trouble, and He "saves
them out of their distresses."
But to look at this "brought down" in another aspect. Bear with
an illustration, beloved, of the way in which I learn truth.
I have been accustomed for some time past to do duty at OU1'
large workhouse, and to assist the chaplain, whose engagements are
legion. It is to me a deeply interesting sight. About 450 are assembled at Lalf-past nine on the Sabbath morning in the great dining
hall. There are young girls and boys, who are well practised to take
the singing of the service. Th~re are women of all ages, who bear
the marks on their countenances of sorrow and affliction, and there
are men, and old men who stoop for age.
It is a thrilling sight to
see their uplifted and silent gaze upon the Lord's servants.
Well, it was not till nearly ten o'clock on the Saturday eve that I
got an intimation that I was required to take the service at half-past
nine next morning, and that with half-an-hour's· walk across the field~.
I had no time for meditation, but did as I have done hundreds of
times -before-throw myself entirely into the hands of the Holy Spirit.
Sallying forth in such dependence, I thought of the class of people
I had to address-men who had stiffened their necks and hardened their hearts, and who cared for none of these things-men who
had gone into the greatest depths of sin, and were ending an evil
course in the workhouse-eharacters of all descriptions-when the
Lord brought home with such power and unction the following
splendid portion that I exclaimed, "It is enough, Lord! Now the
work is Thine, not mine.
Oarry out Thy will." The passage is
this-" Thou whom I have taken from the ends of the ea1·t1~, and
called thee from the chief men thereof, and said unto thee, Thou art
My servant; I have chosen thee, and not cast thee away" (Isa.
xli.· 9).
Oh, that "taken j?-om the ends of the earth" gave opportunity to open
out the \ truth that "the Lord came not to save the righteous, but
sinners "-sinners, too, of the deepest dye-that there was no getting
beyond "God's uttermost." You can get beyond man's. Man may
be very skilful and learned, but, whatever he undertakes, -however
successful, he is often surpassed by his fellow; but not so with God.
You cannot get beyond His "uttermost," for He is the Almighty. If,
then, you say, you deep-dyed sinner, "Ah! but, sir, you don't know
what a sinner I have been! You don't know what a life I have lived."
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I reply, I don't want to know, but I want you to know that' God
declares that His are those whom He has "taken from the ends of the
~arth "-those whom He has chosen and called by His own sovereign
power and grace-a Mary Magdalene, out of whom He cast seven
devils, and a dying thief upon the cross-and in this way we
were able, without note or slip, to preach His Word for threequarters of an hour, and leave the issue with Him.
It is very interesting, also, to see my hearers file out-first, the
old men, many of them, as I stand up in the reading-desk, giving
me a respectful touch of their foreheads or nod of evident approval
as they pass out; then follow the women, then the girls, and last of
all the boys j and as, in parting, I shake hands with an official, it is
gratifying to hear his remark-" I don't want to flatter you, sir, but
most of them do like you to come."
God be praised! It is all His
work, and 'He well deserves it.
Well now, in these poor creatures referred to, what an exemplification
we have of the passage before us-CC Such as sit in darkness and in the
shadow of death, being bound in affliction and iron, and whose hearts
have been brought down with labour"! It is encouraging if they seem
to have got any light arid peace; and one can only hope that the Gospel
proclaimed is cheering one and another only known to the God of the
harvest. Nothing is "too hard for the Lord." He can break bands in
sunder, and bring out of "the shadow of death."
I have been told, since the gathering referred to, that for the first time
the tramps were admitted into the large hall from the tramps' wa1·d.
They must have been at the further end of the hall, for I did not
recognize them from the others. But oh, one hopes that some word
dropped may be sealed home upon the hearts of some of these poor
outcasts of society, and that they, in their wearisome life, have gained
some ray of comfort and hope. I can never forget that, however
wretched the casket in appearance, and however poorly clad, there is
yet within an immortal soul; and who can tell but what, even among
this despised class, the Lord has one here and another there whom He
has brought "from the very ends of the earth "7 Traces sometimes of
-divine grace are to be found where we least expect it.
And then we are compared in our portion to mariners tossed about
-on the sea of life, but eventually brought to the" desired haven." "They
that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters,
these see the works of the Lord, and His wonders in the deep." It is
so literally. The weather-beaten mariners see the rage of the winds
as they toss the sea in fitful cascades over their tottering ship. They
tremble, and are at their" wits' end," as their vessel is driven along by
the shrieking gale. All around tells of the majesty of God and the
helplessness of the creature j and, if this is so literally, how much more
spiritually! God's people s~e His wonders on the deep and in the
depths. It was in the depths that J onah learned that important lesson,
"Salvation is of the Lord."
And have there not been times with us, perhaps in connection with
business distresses or pecuniary difficulties, when it might have been
truly said, "They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, and
are 'at their wits' end," and we have become, like the poor blfnd Samson,
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of our strength, and "bound in bonds of steel"~' How to get
out of it we knew not, There seemed no way out, and we paced with
restlessness to and fro, till we have been driven to the only thing we
·could do. "Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble. ~' Yes;
.and the cry has not been in vain. He has again and again brought
us out of such distresses, The restless ocean of trouble has been calmed
by Him, and we have gained divine help and consolation.
If any should think we are straining the Scriptures to apply this
portion spiritually, let them look at the opening'of this Psalm, and they
will see it is addressed to the Lord's people. "0 give thanks unto ~he
Lord, for He is good: for His mercy endureth for ever. [Mark.] Let
the 1'edeemed of the LO'l'd say so, whom He hath redeemed from the hand
of the enemy." These go down into the depths of the sea of life, and
.see the wonders of their God in those depths, from which, over and .
over again, they are brought, and caused to triumph in His praise.
Nor must we overlook the fact that it is the Lord who brings His
redeemed into those depths, and brings them out. It is commonly said
that all_ our woe and sorrow has been brought upon us by the trans.gression of our first parents. This may be true in one aspect, but is
it not equally true that God Himself brings His people into sorrow and
privation that they may learn to recognise His hand, and trace things
to "the great First Oause, of all events "~ That is a striking passage in
proof of this, in the ,second chapter of Hosea. After a description of their
.departures of heart from Him, and wretched idolatry practised, without
any recognition of a God of mercy, the Lord says, "She did not know
that I gave her corn, and wine, and oil, and multiplied her silver
.an~ gold, which they prepared for Baal. Therefore [mark] I will take
away My corn in the time thereof, and My wine in the season thereof,
and will recover My wool and My flax given to cover her nakedness,"
&c. "I will destroy her vines and her fig trees." So we see that, in
the way of a needful and salutary discipline, the Lord Himself b.rings
His Ohurch into suffering, that she may truly recognize His hand, and
acknowledge from whence all her blessings come.
"So He bringeth them unto their desired haven." There is something very significant in that "so He bringeth." It seems to tell us
of the result and winding up of that which we have dwelt upon. His
people shall be as pilgrims and strangers in a wilderness world. They
shall live as prisoners of hope, and suffer much privation and trial.
'They shall be as mariners on the mighty deep, tossed to and fro, and
.at their wits' end. But" so He l)ringeth them unto thei1' desi1'ed haven,"
proving to them that the way, in all its experiences, has been a right
way. In any other, they.would never reach the "desired haven"; and
we may' depend upon this, that" Let trial and danger our progress oppose,
They'll .only make heaven more sweet at the close;
Come joy or come sorrow, whate'er may befall,
A. home with our God will make up for it all."

And there are two words, beloved, which must always be weighty .
words to us-they are, "At last." Yes," at last" it will be well with
us. We must soon be c'I'ossing the- bar. Will He briq.g us to th~
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"desired haven" ~ I say emphatically, Yes, He will! Blessed be His
name, He will!
And then there is something very precious in the words, the "desired
haven "-that which has been the reckoning of the life of faith and
grace. "So He bringeth them unto their desired haven." In the
Septuagint it is-Cl So He bringeth them unto the haven where they
would be." This is very precious. Yes, it is just where they would be.
An ungodly man, could he get within the precincts of the heavenly
family, would only be miserable, and completely out of his element;
but, with the children of God, it is where they would be-that for
which they have longed. It is the consummation of their hope. It
is where they would be. Of course it is, because they will be with
Jesus, and this must be heaven. What a marvellous sight it will be
to "see Him as He is"! The gaze, the glory, the greeting-who can
describe it ~ It is the haven where they would be. The anticipa~ion
is joyous. The realization will far exceed our utmost expectation,
and here we must leave it.
But just note further that, in connection with the bringing home
to this "desired haven," it is said, "Then are they glad because they
be quiet." In the old Greek it reads-" They are glad because they are
at rest." It will be a glad meeting when we join the assembly of the
just men made perfect in Ohrist, and "see Him as He is" ; and time
is hastening us onwards to that unutterable and unending bliss.
But to return to the Bible rendering-Cl Then are they glad because
they be quiet."
What a precious word to the tried, tempted, and
tossed-about child of God is that word "quiet"! Why, in this world
of commotion and ceaseless care, if we can get a few moments.
"quiet," how acceptable it is! But, when the "desired haven" is
reached, then shall it be "quiet." Ah! perpetual quietude, everlasting
rest, and undisturbed peace!
One thought more. Our Psalm tells of manifold mm'cies and manifol61
pro'oidences. Ah! how multiplied they have been to us, beloved, in
the now fast declining year! If we could meet, what tales we should
have to recou~t of mercy upon mercy granted! True, we should have
doubtless to tell of affliction and sorrow; still, do not our mercies
outweigh them ~ For all these manifold mercies and providences, the
Psalmist repeatedly says, "Oh, that men would praise the Lord for
His goodness, and for His wonderful works to the children of men!"
This, blessed be God, we are doing. Our household, and the households of those we love, do ring with praises to the Lord, and yet not
half enough.
And then the great mercy of all is, that we are found still walking
in the good old paths, loving and living upon the good old covenant
verities of the Word of God. I sometimes think that, amidst the
uncertainties of our earthly surroundings, where you will find anything
like the doctrines of grace, or like the good old ways, there seems
ever cropping up some new-fangled ideas, which carry many away,
and mark the spirit of the age. But what of it all ~ I thank God that
I am among the few who are not carried away by the .vagaries of
time, but retain a God-given grasp of those verities which will stand
us for time and for eternity.
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Well, dear reader, in conclusion, we shall soon be saying, "Goodbye, eighteen hundred and eighty-five!" But, whatever passes away,
Jesus remains, and to Him we will still look and still sing"In midst of dangers, fears, and death,
Thy goodness I'll adore ;
I'll praise Thee for Thy mercies past;
And, trembling, hope for more."

Thus will we be found crossing the bar of another period of time,
and so on and on "He bringeth unto the desired haven."

G. C.

Burton-on-Trent.

A NOBLE EXAMPLE.
PREACHING at the Church of St. Mary-in-the-Castle, Pelham Crescent,
Hastings, before. a numerous congregation, the esteemed Vicar, the Rev.
FREDERICK WHITFIELD, M.A., said:We of the clergy in Hastin~s and neighbourhood, and myself in
the number, have been asked· by the Lord Bishop of this diocese to
take action with reference to what, in view of the approaching general
election, has become the burning question of the day-the disestablishment and disendowment of the Church of England.
Now, my dear friends, you know that, during th.e nearly eleven years
I have been privileged to minister among you in this church, I have
never once introduced politics into this place, and I am not going to
do so now. I trust that, so long as I occupy the position I do here,
politics may never be introduced into this house of God. I consider
that the minister of Christ who is guilty of doing so lowers his office.
and his message, lowers his Master, and lowers his' congregation. No,
my brethren; we ministers of Christ have a higher mandate-to preach
" Jesus Christ and Him crucified."
But with regard to this question of the disestablisument and disendowment of the Church. I know it is not a political question, but a
religious one. It is, however, so closel.y connected that it becomes
difficult to speak on it without introducing that which I dreadpolitics. I shall, therefore, not speak on it at all I will only ask you
to take that letter of the Lord Bishop of the diocese, which I have
placed in the pews, and with every word of which I heartily concur,
home with you and read it carefully. Thus I feel I shall loyally have
fulfilled my duty to my Church and my Diocesan in this matter, and I
will say no more. I only trust and pray that everyone of this congregation who has been entrusted with the privilege and responsibility
of the franchise may realize how great that responsibility is in the
present crisis, and' may exercise it thoughtfully and prayerfully in the
sight of God, and as one that will have to give an account to God
'
for it.
[Would that we had more such men as Mr. WHITFIELD as ministers
in the Church of England !-G. C.]
QUEEN ELIZABETH is said to have exclaimed, during her last illness,
"Oh, time! time! A world of wealth for a moment of time!"
3 C
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DEW-DROPS.
l(

This -is the law of. him in whom is the plague of leprosy, whose hand is not
able to get that which pertaineth to his cZeansing."-LEVITICUS xiv. 32.

beautiful are the lessons of the Leviticus-types which were
accomplished in our precious Christ, the Law-Fulfiller, at whose coming
"old things passed away, and all became new." And not the least
interesting among them is the history of the leper, and the laws concerning his cleansing; for, as surely as "Israel shall know everyone
the plague of his own heart," he reads his character in that of the
poor leper, "whose hand _is not able to get that which pertaineth to
his cleansing."
Now mark-the priest was to do all in the way of cleansing, and
making atonement, and healing-even to the coming forth out of the
camp to him, and he was ,the only one who could come in contact
with the leper for that purpose without infection. And so with Jesus,
our High Priest. Does He not come forth to meet the poor sinner,
bearing all the precious gifts of healing, cleansing, atoning, in His own
Person, "having seen of the travail of His soul," and is satisfied that sin
is for ever done away, and shall now no more have dominion, because
of His most precious blood ~ He Came to this sinful earth, and .yet
was not defiled by it. In the midst of sin, and yet "holy, harmless,
undefiled, and separate from sinners." Yea, even He took upon
Himself our nature, yet without sin; but marvellous plan of redemption,
that our sins should nail Him to the cross, and cause that precious.
blood-shedding without which there could be no remission!
It was indeed a plague, just as we poor wretched sinners, feeling
the plague of our own hearts, long for the word, "Son, thy sins are
forgiven thee! Be healed of thy plague." And the atonement made by
the priest alone, by dipping the living bird in the blood of the dead
one, is showing forth Jesus, the ever-living Son of God, rising for our
justification, and taking His blood within the veil, to plead and answer
all there for His children.
And there was to be oil as well as blood used.. Here we have
efficacy and anointing mingled; so the blood of Jesus is.mingled with
the anointing of the Holy Ghost, and both combine in one to operate
upon the poor, needy sinner.
Further, they were both to be put by the priest "on. the tip of the
right ear of him that is to be cleansed, and upon the thumb of his
right hand, and upon the great toe of his right foot." And why are
these three members of the body specified ~ May it not be that .the
hearing ear might be given, the hand consecrated to His service, and
the foot made -willing to "run the way of His commandments" 1
"Whose hand is not able to get that which pertaineth t<? his
cleansing." Commentators tell us that this refers to the poor man who
cannot afford so large an offering to the priest ~ the rich leper. But
does this not speak to your and my heart, poor sinners that we are ~
Our own hand can never get that which we need for cleansing us from
VERY
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sin. We must flee to Jesus, our High Priest, for a cure for sin and
sickness. Nothing in self will do any good, and no lasting. beI\efit be.'
got from our fellow-creatures. It is Jesus, our Great Physician, who
alone can cure sin-sick folk, and such as have need of healing. He is
the Great Physician to heal, and the Priest to atone; the Great High
Priest Aaron, on whose head was poured the precious ointment that
flowed therefrom, even to the skirts of His garments, so that the lowest '
of His little ones should receive of the anointing from Christ, his Head.
Within the veil, He is ever living to intercede for us, and coming
forth to bless His people with manifestations of His love and favour.
It would have only been taunting this poor leper to have told him
to try to cleanse himself. He would have been striving at an impossibility. .And it is' so with the poor sinner "dead in trespasses and
sins." He is dead and immoveable in the "valley of dry bones," until
the breath is breathed upon him from the living God. He is "afar
off," and what is that but dead to Him 1
But mark the side of blessing in this sentence. His own hand is
not able to get it; and what then 1 Is he left to die 1 Oh, no ! Jesus
comes in, and says, "They that be whole need not a physician, hut
they that are sick"; and Paul, speaking from the knowledge of this
blessed regeneration to everlasting life, says, "You hath He quickened
who were dead in trespasses and sins." You were indeed dead· in
sins, dead to Him and His love, until He Himself quickened you,
made you, brought you nigh; and with the spirit of anointing (well
may the Psalmist call it "excellent oil" 1) you are brough,t into communion and fellowship with Him and His saints, and can now sing" So near, 80 very near to G9d,
Nearer I cannot be ;
For, in the Person of His Sort,
I am as near as He.
"So dear, so very dear to God,
Dearer I cannot be ;
The love wherewith He loved His Son,
Such is His love to me."
And, when God takes a poor sinner in hand, how plainly He shows
him that "his own hand was not able to get that which pertained t()
his cleansing"! St. Paul says, "But ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified, in the name of the L01'd Jesus, and by the SpiTit
of our (}od "; and, like the poor man, you may lie at the water's edg~
for thirty-eight years uncured, unless Omnipotent power steps in t(}o
heal you. . You could no more remove yourself from making fast to·
hell than now, once in His keeping,' any can pluck you from His hand..
Safe now, and safe to' all eternity ! Nothing to accomplish-nothing to·
do towards the cleansing of that plague within-though your anxious<
heart may cry out for more and more of the anointing of the Ho~ One;,
and the blood of sprinkling on your conscience. The longer yOOl. live-the further along the journey you are brought-the more and more do
you learn of "the exceeding- sinfulness of sin." You are distressed at the
coldness of your .heart, and your want of love to Him:. You are grieved
at the little communion you get with the Master, and write 'bitter
things of yourself in consequence.
3 c 2
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But, beloved, He is still "this same Jesus," teaching you still, and
knowing still your need of learning. He who reads your heart, knows
the sin that lurks within; and it may be that you are taught the
sweetness of resting in His strength, by His keeping apparently at a
distance from you, and giving you to learn something of the coming
apart, and dwelling solitarily in the wood. He knows every feeble
desire; He hears each sigh.*' All is known to Him, and He rejoices
when His child is taught the fact that He who will never quench the
smoking flax is now being proved true to His word. He loves to be
waited on, and inquired of, by the house of Israel, for He is there on
His throne, the Great High Priest, to pardon, and cleanse, and heal,
and teach His child thus to learn how "He will make all his bed in
his sickness." Then can His child· complain 1 This or that trial comes
up, trouble overtakes him, his burden of sorrow is increased, and yet
the promise is the same-" Thou wilt make all his bed in his sickness."
Yes, He sends all the sickness, all the comforts, and the crosses. All
3Ire in the ordering of His providenc~, not one thing failing that is to
be for His child's good and His glory.
. .What a precious promise, then, for this lonely one here or that
weary one there--:-thy God makes an thy bed in thy sickness! Does
it not comfort thee, dear child of God, to think of thy Father's tender
care concerning thee-that none other than Himself is trusted to do it
all for thee 1 Lean on Him, then, for support;· trust thy little and
large concerns with Him; and the Lord give you inward peace and
rejoicing in Him, your Strength and Stay.
, Thus I travel on, rejoicing
In Thy loving, faithful care;
Knowing, whatsoe' er betide me,
Thou wilt all my burden bear.

I "Yes,ThouThywiltloving
hand will help me;
be my Strength and Stay;
Love eternal will protect me
To the bright and coming day.

"There, in rich, unfading glory,
I shall see Thee face to face;
And, released from sin and sorrow,
Ever rest in Thine embrace."

R.
A NOTE BY THE WAY.
HAVE just met an old minister, eighty-one years of age. With a smiling
countenance, upon my asking his age, he said he was a wonder to
himself, and amazed at the Lord's marvellous goodness and mercy.
Said he, "I was a poor fatherless boy, and dragged a truck through
the streets for a morsel of bread; and here I am," alluding to the
good old age to which he had been permitted to arrive, and the mercies
he was privileged to enjoy. Well might he say, as it behoves myriads
of others to exclaim, "What hath God wrought 1"
Odobe1' 5th, 1885.
D.
• Dear" M. L. M. ," in that precious little book, "Helps for the Halting,"
·says, "As I go on the road home, I find fewer vJords for prayer, but much
,more breathings after it."-R.
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GIDEON.
IN the last paper, it was noticed that the Angel of the Lord appeared
to Gideon, and gave him an express commission for an express work.
The visit of the Angel was doubtless a real surprise to Gideoll. He
had not looked for such a Visitor. He was afraid of being found hy
his enemies, but, instead, his covenant God made Himself known.
The words of the Angel were very remarkable-" Go in this thy might,
and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of ,the Midianites; have not
I sent thee?" What was Gideon's reply ~ "Oh, my Lord, wherewith
shall I save Israel1 Behold, my family is poor in Manasseh, and I am
the least in my father's house," Gideon was extremely reluctant to.
go on the Lord's errand. He made excuses immediately, and, from
the creature point of view, they were very reasonable. He was a man
of timidity j he knew he was weak; he was the least in the family,
and that family was poor.
Why should the Lord choose this feeble instrument ~ Are there any
poor, weak, feeble, despised instruments chosen now ~ Surely there
are many. But, when equipped, anointed, and qualified by the power
of the Lord, these poor, frail ones are instrumental in accomplishing the Lord's work. The Lord works in, through, and by them,
for the further manifestation of His kingdom and glory in the
salvation of His own purchased possession. The Spirit of God works
in the true ministers of the Word. He sends them with a message
"of doctrine, of reproof, of correction, of instruction in righteousness,"
to a people" called, and chosen, and faithful." The message is in love,
and the hearts of the chosen people are prepared by the Holy Ghost
to receive it. The angel Gabriel, in anno~ncing important news to
Zacharias, prophesied concerning John the Baptist, that he should
make ready a people prepared for the Lord. (Not much Arminianism
can be inferred there.) The same blessed Spirit works in the minister
and in the people. He knows the need, the trouble, the sin, the
temptation, the distress, the longing of the people, and He leads the
minister to speak words in season to weary, contrite hearts. All
preaching short of such inspiration falls dead upon the living listeners.
The Lord had fixed upon Gideon as the leader in a great deliverance, and He influenced the minds of the people to look up to him in
that cap~city. The hearts of all men are in the Lord's hands. He
controls, influences, and conducts their movements. " The preparations
of the heart in man, and the answer of the tongue, is from the Lord"
(prov. xvi. 1). "The king's heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the
rivers of water; He turneth it whithersoever He will" (Prov. xxi. 1).
Each small circumstance of our d:;.ily life is entirely subject to the
appointment and disposing of the Lord. Passing events are often put
down as the result of second causes. It is the privilege of a Spiritinstructed child of God to trace everything, everything, everything to
the great Fountain-Head. He knows the Lord orders all things connected with his existence, and he is thereby led to trust in the Lord
alone. He can neither really trust himself nor his neighbour. When
trust is reposed in anything short of the Lord, there is a break-down,
and the refuge at length is in the Lord.
.
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On3 mark of the child of God is, that he wants to test everything,
to see whether it is of God or not. He tests his profession. He tests
his prayers. He tests his faith. He wishes for self-examination, lest he
be deceived, for tbat he dreads above all. He goes further-he desires
-the Lord to test hiin-" Search me, 0 God, and know my heart; try me,
and know my thoughts." Professors of religion do not like testing.
They say, "I know I am right, and you are not going to persuade
'me that my religion is wrong." If religion be right, it is 'ready to
submit to any test; but, if it be wrong, it shuns a strict search. The
child of God is anxious to prove every step. Gideon had a living
desire to prove the way the Lord intended him to take. He said,
" If now I have found grace in Thy sight, then show me a sign that
Thou talkest with me." He wanted to be- perfectly satisfied that this
matter was from the Lord. He had truly" found grace." What a
sweet word!
How is it with the reader ~ Has the Lord ever appeared to him
with a message of love, bringing grace-precious grace, sovereign grace,
free grace, and unmerited grace-to his soul ~ If so, what a priceless
hlessing has been bestowed-'-a blessing which can never be ruined or
lost! "Found grace." All the Lord's chosen people find grace. They
can never seek in vain. They spiritually seek the Lord's face, and
they' surely find that "in the light of the King's countenance is life."
They may seek a long time to realize the full blessing, but, in the set
time to favour Zion, the clouds of deferred hope melt away, and their
souls are brought into a sweet realization of the goodness which is
laid up for them. They are made glad with the' Lord's countenance.
What matters now, the past fear and dread that, after all, they might
not be right ~ The past sorrow is not remembered for the joy that
. Christ has been revealed in their hearts as their own salvation.
STEPHEN.

"THE LORD REIGNETH."
SPEAKING to-day with one who had long and diligently been engaged
in the Lord's work, he spoke of certain hopeful signs with regard to
. t~e attendance at a neighbouring Bethel-ship. At the same time, he
wIsely remarked, "We must wait the issue." Time only would ,prove
the reality of the work. Commenting upon the character of the day,
he lamented (as well he might) the disposition to set cla.ss against
class, in a political point of view. Then-and not without just reason
-he spoke of the idolatry in a church hard by, where he had seen a
professed worshipper kneeling before a crucifix, and that in a so·called
Protestant place of worship. The dishonesty of the aiders and abettors
in such a course having been commented oil, and to what it must
ultimately lead, he closed with the following apt remark, and it came
like oil upon the troubled waters. " But," said he, "the Lord knoweth
them that are His."
Ab J reader, there was an immensity in that" but." It served to
remind one of that precious verity in the forty-sixth Psalm-" Be still,
and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen; I will
D.
be exalted in the earth."

I

.
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"AS A TALE THAT IS TOLD."
Turn flies rapidly onward. The years, in their quick succession, verify
the assurance in the ninetieth Psalm that "we spend our years as a
tale that is told." Very few more days, then 1885 will be numbered
with the past. Its records will be only as a paragraph in the telling
of a tale. Our country has been crowned with mercies. Shielded
from the visitation of the rapidly-fatal disease which has depopulated
Qther shores, she has received marked deliverances, signal fa:vours,
showers of blessing, from a faithful and long-suffering God. Though
mourning the loss of some of her most devoted and God-fearing
sons-the b~loved Earls SHAFTESBURY and CAIRNS amongst many
Qthers-yet Christian England, remembering the infinite gain of the
Church triumphant, can say, "All, all is well!"
.
But, dear child of God, how is it with thee? for it is our privilege
to know that, as individuals, the Lord looks upon us. "Yes, for thee,
for thee He careth." Has the tale of 1885 been told in thee in
4< pleasant places," in a "goodly heritage," in "sweet counsel," in the
shelter of the "everlasting arms," or has it been told in sorrow and
in fear ~ If the latter, still, canst thou not thankfully set up thy
Ebenezer ~ Has not God always made darkness light and crooked things
straight ~ Has He not whispered to thy soul, "I am thy salvation " ~
If sorrowful, has there not always been an under-current of peace ~
If bereaved, has not the Comforter "comforted thee on every side" ~
If anxious, dear troubled Christian, yet didst thou not feel that God
is J ehovah-Jireh still, though thou couldst not see the "how" ~ If
full of spiritual conflict and darkness, wrestling not against flesh and
blood, not against visible sorrows, but grappling with the fierce powers
Qf the great unseen, but no less unknown and unfelt, enemy, oh,
remember" Thy life is hid with Christ in God,
Beyond the reach of harm."

In the margin of the ninetieth Psalm we read that the word "tale"
may be rendered "meditation "-" We spend our years as a meditation." With some especially, life seems a mere meditation, planning
possible great achievements. Well is it when the meditation has been
of Jesus. "When the heart has been drawn to Him with bands of
love, then indeed has it been" sweet" (Psa. civ. 34) and "acceptable"
(Psa. xix. 14).
In the Revised Version, the marginal rendering is "a sound" or
"a sigh." To some, this word "sigh" is most applicable. They spend
their years as a sigh. .A sigh is fleeting, but sad; and Christian
people, sometimes by natural temperament, and sometimes by continual
inward conflict, look on the cloudy side, saying with David, "My life
is spent with grief and my years with sighing" (Psa. xxxi. 10); yet,
like him, they are enabled to say, ere the close, "Oh, how great is Thy
goodness" (ver. 19). "He hath showed me His marvellous kindness"
(ver. 21). Note this, too, dear mourner-" Be of good courage; He
shall strengthen your heart" (ver. 24).
We spend our years as a "sound." Oh, my reader, let the sound of
thy life be a sound of praise! The sound reacheth to the throne of
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God, whether it be repining or praise, and" he t~at offereth praise
glorifieth Me." What has been the sound of 1885 in 'God's ears from
thee ~ What shall be the sound of 1886, if spared ~ Shall it be a
prelude to the eternity of love and praise when years are over 1
"We' spend our years as a tale that is told." There are many ways
. of relating tales. They are coloured by the vivacity, or tameness, or
sadness of the speaker. The tale of thy life, child of God, is goodness and mercy all the days. "Nothing but love dost thou receive."
How art thou telling it 1 Every life has a reflex influence. " No man
liveth to himself," so the manner of thy telling may encourage or
depress, draw or drive, those around. Oh, be it thine, dear Ohristian
reader, to tell thy tale of life c~eerfully and truthfully! Teil "how
great things the Lord hath done for thee." Tell of the battle, but tell
of the triumph too; tell of the changing clouds, but tell of the blue
sky and' shining sun always behind; tell of difficulty, but tell of continual help also; tell of the sorrow, but tell of the Oomforter; tell of
the "little while" of chequered scenes here, and of the eternal exceeding gladness up there. So shalt thou glorify thy loving Redeemer,
and, ere long, shall join in the song round the throne, and know
" The e-ndless joy of keeping

The bridal feast above."
NETTlE.
THREE LETTERS TO A OLERGYMA1~ ON "GENERAL
REDEMPTION."

LETI'ER L
REV. SIR,-I am sending you a line respecting the verse you gave
me for consideration, namely, 1 John ii. 2, where the Apostle says,
"And He is the Propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but
also for the sins of the whole world."
I gather, from what you then
said to me, you hold the Apostle, by the phrase "whole world," to
.mean the descendants of Adam and Eve without limitation. I will
at once say, I do not read the' words in question, or the verse, or
the context, to mean that Jesus Ohrist has' died for all, without excep~ion; and, as I believe His work to be finished and perfect, it appears,
.I think, natural to limit the number of those for whom the work was
performed. But I find, in 1 John v. 19, the 'phrase" whole world»
again. used, where the Apostle says, "And we are of God, and the
'whole world 'lieth in wickedness." It is evident that, in this verse,
the term "whole world" did not include those of whom St. John said,
"we are of God." I conclude, therefore, that the wOTds "whole
world," in 1 John ii. 2, may be read as limited in their application,
without violence to a true interpretation. My key to open this Scripture is Matthew i. 68. The words are-" Thou shalt call His name
Jesus, for He shall save His people from their sins," the phrases "His
people" and "the whole world" meaning the saved (the actually
redeemed world only), both of Jews and Gentiles. I cannot see how
Jesus saves those who are lost, or how He is a Propitiation for them.
Further, as there is nothing in the history of the deliverance of the
children of Israel from Egypt to show that the lamb was slain for
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'the Egyptians, but on the contrary, so, to my mind, there is nothing
to indicate that the Good Shepherd gave His life for the "goats"
-(John xvii. 2 ) . '
'
In 'conclusion, I venture to lay .before you an outline of theology I
have worked out, namely, election (or, as our Seventeenth Article
calls it, predestination) is the cause of redemption; redemption is the
cause of justification; justification (which is Christ's work alone) is the
cause I)f adoption; adoption is the cause of regeneration; regeneration
is the cause of faith; faith is the cause of repentance; repentance is
the cause of prayer;, and, as a further result, we have praise, thankfulness, holiness; good works, and the cultivation of virtue, all of which
are included in the term "sanctification."; and, if my deductions are
right, I think I may safely say, with respect to salvation, that "the
election hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded."
With great respect and kind regards, I am, yours faithfully,
July, 1884.
J. W. K.
LE'ITER

n.

REV. SIR,-Before entering on the consideration of the passages you
gave me on the 25th, I think I ought to endeavour to establish my
position as to the mtJaning of the phrase'" whole world" in 1 John ii. 2,
namely, that it means a limited number, and which you say I have
not proved, although you have not yet convinced me that I am wrong.
My contention is that, in this verse, the Apostle, by the" whole world/'
meant those whose names were written in the Lamb's book of life
before the foundation of the world; and, in 1 John v. 19, he meant
those whose' names were then left out. (Rev. xiii. 8 j xvii. 8; xx. 15 j
xxi. 27 ; Daniel xii. 1.)
These two worlds, or two families, or two seeds (Gen. iii. 18), are
brought into prominent notice all through the Bible, but by none of
the writers more forcibly than by St. John. Note his language, "In
this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil"
'(I John iii. 10); "Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one" (1 John
iii. 12), and" They went out from us, but they were not of us, for
-if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with
us" (1 John ii. 19). In Revelation v. 9, we read, "And they sang a new
.song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals
thereof, for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed ns to God by Thy
blood, out of every kindred,and tongue, and people, and nation";
and to this agrees the language of St. J ames-" Simeon hath declared
how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of 'them a.
people for His name" (Acts xv. 14). St. Paul, writing to Timothy,
says, "The Lord knoweth them that are His"; but, in the sermon on
the mount, we read of "some whom Jesus never knew" (Matt. vii. 23)I should say. not even in redemption. St. John records the prophecy
of Caiaphas, and from it we may learn the intended extent of redemption (John xi. 47 -53). "He prophesied that Jesus should die for
that nation; and not for that nation only, but that also He should
gather together in one (Eph. i 10) the children of God that were
scattered abroad." Finally, I maintain that Jesus absolutely accomplished the salvation of His .people, and they shall enjoy it for ever
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In further proof that the words "whole world." were used in a limited
':sense, I quote Luke ii. 1-" All the world should be taxed," that is,
those subject to the Roman empire. "Your faith is spoken of through()ut the whole world" (Rom. i. 8), that is, the believing world. " That
()ld serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole
world" (Rev. xii. 9), that is, the lost world; for, from Matthew xxiv. 24,
we know that it is not possible for him to deceive the elect. And
Revelation xiii. 3-" And a.ll the world wondered after the beast"; but
verse 8 says, except those whose names are in the book of life. And
,I think the words" whole world," in the prayer of consecration, mean,
and were meant by the compilers of ,our Liturgy to mean, no more
than "the Church of. God, which He hath purchased with His own
blood."
With best wishes, yours faithfully,
July, 1884.
J. W. K.
LETTER Ill.
REV. SIR,-I think I may fairly claim to have weakened considerably
in my first two letters whatever support to universal redemption may
appear to be in 1 John ii. 2. I now proceed to examine Romans xiv. 15
and 1 Corinthians viii. 2. The doctrine herein challenged is that of the
final perseverance of the saints; but if we interpret the passages by what
appears on the surface, we have salvation by works, it being nowhere
denied, to my knowledge, that our Lord Jesus Christ saved the weaker
as well as the stronger brethren} and to me it is enough that the
Apostle asserts it. But will they persevere, and can any action of the
stronger place in jeopardy the salvation of the weaker brethren ~
My answer to these questions is, that the safety, security, and eternal
salvation of the redeemed is so expressly taught in other passages
directly, and by other doctrines indirectly, that it is utterly impossible
for the Apostle to have had that meaning when he asked, "And
through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ
died 1" It seems to me that some of the professing members of the
Corinthian Church were guilty of sinning "that grace might abound";,
and, if their action could have caused the weaker brethren to perish,
it was not self-denial on their part that prevented such a consummartion. I take it that the Apostle's meaning is well defined by verse 12.
It ,is a wounding of conscience, and this is confirmed by verse 7.
Besides, verse 8 says, "Meat commendeth us not to God, for neither
if we eat are we the better, neither if we eat not are we the worse " ;
so that perishing eternally could not have been in the Apostle's mind.
This will further appear from the following Scriptures, namely,
Christ Himself says, "My sheep shall never perish. No man is able
to pluck them out of My hand. I give unto them eternal life"
(John x. 27-29). Paul says, "Moreover, whom He did predestinate,
them He also called; and whom He called, them He also justified;
and whom He justified, them He also glorified" (Rom. viii. 30).
Where justification is, condemnation cannot be (Rom. viii. 33).
Peter says, "To an inheritance . . .. reserved in heaven" (Matt. xxv.
34) "for you who are kept by the power of God, through faith, unto
-salvation" (1 Peter i. 4, .5). John says, "Having loved His own, He
loved them unto the end" (John xiii. 1); and James says," Known
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unto God are all His works, from the beginning of the world I,
(Acts xv. 18). Besides, Christ died" that He might bring those for
whom He died to God," and they are regenerated of incorruptible
seed in the new birth, so that they cannot fall finally from God,
otherwise they are neither children nor brethre~.
The other view is "salvation by works." But what says Paul ~
"And if by grace, then is it no more of works, otherwise grace is no
I)lore ,grace ; ~ but if it be of works, then is it no more grace, otherwise work is no more work" (Rom. xi! 6). What virtue is there in
our doings to commend us to God 1 By what process can we keep
alive our own souls ~ What action, word, or thought is there of
ours untainted with sin 1 And, as I have often told the scholars in
yoUr Sunday School, "all the sin in the world has sprung from the
one little 'sin of disobedience," and "the wages of sin is death." I
am sure this doctrine of salvation by works is the prosperity of Rome,
for there is but a step-if there is a step-between working for
salvation and paying for it. But whatever, or whoever, adds anything to the work of Christ for man's salvation really detracts from
the value of Christ's work j and, in this sense, I see no difference
between. a Romanist and a Unitarian. No! no! Salvation follows,
not from our strivings (in the way of wages or reward), but from
God's preservation-a better word than perseverance. Salvation is of
the Lord in election, justification, adoption, regeneration, and glorification (Rom. iv. 5; John x. 26, 27). Justification precedes faith"And this is the work of God, that ye believe I' (J{)hn vi. 29).
In conclusion, I am convinced that neither preachers nor people are
making that use of the Lord Jesus Christ which their lost condition
as sinners demands that they should, and which His position as the
Saviour warrants them in doing (Gal. v. 4).
With respectful regards, yours faithfully,

J. W. K.
A PLEA.
A=place
In this world's 'space
Is all there is for me ;
Oh, may the grace
In Jesus' face
Be given me to see!
Prepare. me, Lord,
By Thy dear Word,
For every changing scene;
Renew my heart
In, every parp,
Then in Thy sight I'm clean.
Chicago.

Giye me right views
Of heavenly truths;
By teachings ali divine;
May I be led,
And so I'll tread
In pathways wholly Thine.
Guide me aright
Through this drear night,
This earthly life of mine;
Prepare me for
Yon heavenly shore
By wondrous grace divine.
GEO.

W. D.

CLARK.

I WOULD not have believed that there is so much in Jesus as there is.
It is little to see Him in a book; but to draw nigh to Christ is another
.thing.-Rutherfod.
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Strm.ons ltnD- i.of.es .of Strm.ons.
THE COMMENDATION, CONSOLATION, AND CONSUMMA·
TION OF DIVINE LOVE.
THE SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. SILAS' CHURCH,
- BRISTOL, ON SUNDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 25TH, 1885, BY THE REV.
W. SAUNDERS, VICAR.

"But God commendeth His love to'ward us, in that, while we were yet sin..
ners, Christ died fo'l' us. Much more· then, being now justified by His blood,
. we shall be saved from wrath through Him. For if, when we were enemies,
we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life."-RoMANS v. 8-10.

THE verses of the chapter preceding the text are all very suggestive
and fruitful. Here we have the mention of justification, faith, peace,
liberty of access to God in prayer, and joy in hope of the glory of
God, by which we are able to glory even in tribulation. And the
fruit of tribulation is patience, experience, hope, and love, even the
love of God which is shed abroad in the heart by God the Holy
Ghost.
The topics included in the text, and suggested by it, might be thus
presentedI. The Commendation of Divine Love.
11. The Con.solation of Divine Love.

Ill. The Consummation of Divine Love.
The last is beautifully expressed in one of the collects in our Burial
Service-Cl We beseech Thee, 0 Lord, of Thy gracious goodness, that it
may please Thee shortly to accomplish the number of Thine elect,
and to h~sten Thy kingdom; that we, with all those that are departed
in the true faith of Thy holy name, may have our perfect consumma-'
lion and bliss, both in body and soul, in Thy eternal and everlasting
glory, through Jesus Christ."
.
As time will not permit me to touch upon the last point, this allusion to it must suffice, after breathing the prayer that, if it be God's
will; being washed in the precious blood, covered with the divine and
spotless robe, and in every way made perfectly meet by the Holy
Ghost, w~ may all know that perfect consummation and bliss in that
"inheritance which is incorruptible, and undefiled, and that will never
fade. away."
I. The Commendation of Di1Jine Love.-A few Sundays ago, we were
meditating on that gracious declaration, "I have loved thee with an
everlasting love, therefore with loving-kindness have I drawn thee"
(Jer. xxxiii. 3). These words present to us the blissful theme of God's
eternal love to His Church, more especially with regard to the past.
The words of the text have more especial reference to the manifestation of God's love to His people in their present liml'rstate. "God com.mendeth His love to us "-that is to say, He displays, He exhibits,
His love with a special object in view.' The tradesman sometimes
displays his choicest goods in his window with a special object, namely,
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that of attraction. The Lord Jehovah commends and displays His
love to poor sinners for the purpose of attraction, too. But this is
never done at hap-hazard or peradventure. When the set time of
favour comes, this love of God is displayed to the wondering view of
the sinner by the Holy Ghost with all-attractive power.
There is also another truth to be borne in mind in c:msidering this
passage, and it is, that God's love to His people, and His reconciliation to them, is not a TWLlt of the death of Christ, but the death of
Christ is a result of that everlasting love.
" 'Twas not the sufferings Christ endured,
Nor all the pangs He bore,
That God's eternal love procured,
For God was love before" ;

even "before times eternal," as the Revised. Version speaks.
" God commendeth His love toward us," [a1in surrendering His beloved
Son to the accursed death of the cross. Who can fathom the length,
the depth, the breadth, and height of that love ~ Verily it is a love
that passeth knowledge; yet let us bear in mind the wonderful
words of the divine Head of the body to His Father and our Father,
concerning His love to all the true members of that body-" Thou
hast loved them a\ Thou hast loved Me." The love of Abraham for
Isaac was very great, and his faith and love were put to the severest
test. How carnal reasoning would have brought her strong arguments
to bear against it! Love and grief strongly divided the patriarch's
heart throughout that memorable three days' journey. But Isaac was
offered in intention only. Man's extremity is ever God's gracious and.
glorious opportunity. It was so in this case.
" This Abraham found-he took the knife;
God saw, and said, 'Forbear!
Yon ram shall yield his meaner life;
Behold the victim there.'"

"And Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a
blU1l offering in the stead of his son" (Gen. xxii. 13)-a type of
t.
actual Sacrifice and substitution that was to be offered in the
fulnes;; of time for all God's Isaacs, when God the Father delivered
tip His beloved Son for us all, even to the death of the cross.
Did the eternal Father, well pleased, speak to Abraham out of
heaven by the Angel of the covenant, and say, "Now I know that
thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine orily
son, from Me" ~ Then, is it not the high privilege of the tr.ue
believer, as he looks up to heaven well pleased, also to say, "Now I
know that Thou lovest poor, guilty, ill-dilserving 'and hell-deserving
sinners, seeing Thou hast not withheld Thy Son, Thine only Son,
e,en from me" ~
,
p. God the Son commendeth His love toward us in surrendering
Himself-" Christ died for us."
In the endeavour, instrumentally, to
wmmend that love, I can only utter a few feeble words in contrast,
and no in comparison of that love.
rn reading that invaluable book, Fox's "Book of Martyrs," I doubt
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not you have been struck, not only with the marvellous wisdom given
to the martyrs, in answering their Popish butchers and tormentors,
but also with the excessive joy and gladness exhibited by them when
the day of their horrible and inhuman sufferings had fully come.
"Oh, how my heart leapeth for joy," said Mr. PHILPOT, the martyr,
"that I am so near the apprehension of eternal life! I, with my
fellows, were carried to the coal-house, where we do rouse together
as cheerfully, we thank God, as others do upon their beds of down."
Mr. GLOVER, the martyr, wept for joy of his imprisonment; and Mr.
BRADFORD put off his cap and thanked the Lord, when his keeper's
wife brought him. word that he was to be burnt the next day; and
Mr. TAYLOR fetched a pleasant, delightful frisk, when he was come
near to the place where he was to suffer. Mr. ROGERS, the first that
was burnt in Queen Mary's .days, did sing in the flames. VINCENTIUS, laughing" at his torments, said that death and tortures
were to Christians jocular'ia et ludicra-matters of sport and pastimeand he joyed and ,gloried when' he went upon hot burning coals, asif he had trod upon roses. "Fire, sword, death, prison, famine, are
all pleasures. They are all delightful to me," saith BASIL; and, iu
his oration. for BARLAM, a famous martyr, saith that "he delighted
in the close prison as in a pleasant green meadew, and he took
pleasure in the invention of tortures as in several sweet flowers."
Some hugged the faggots with which they were surrounded j others~
for very joy, clapped what were their hands before they were partly
consumed in the fire.
Now, why do I mention these things in connection with the subject
before us ~ I have a definite object in view. I am speaking of the
commendation of Christ's love, in dying for us. Contrast this joy
of the martyrs with His sorrow in. the day of God's fierce anger
against sin! Was there ever sorrow ·like unto His 1 Behold Him
in the garden of Gethsemane.
"Backwards and forwards thrice He ran,
As if He sought some help £i'om man."

"My soul," He cried, "is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death." Follow
Him to the cross. . A blackness of darkness had shi'ouded the great
Redeemer's soul, infinitely more dense than that with which His murderers were enveloped. A voice comes from out of the thick darkness,
but it was the voice of love~" Father, forgive them, for they know
not what they do!"
At length •the climax, the crisis, is reached, and the doleful wail of
unfathomable lamentation is heard-" My God, My God, why hast Thou
forsaken Me 1" ,He dies! 'Fhe Friend of sinners gives up the ghost!
Those unhappy men who deny' the vicarious sacrifice of the death of
Christ as an offering for sin, tell us that Jesus was a good Man; and,
among other·of His exemplary virtues, He has given us an example how
to die. I wish to speak with the profoundest reverence when I say
that, for that example, we should rather have to look to the death of
the martyrs than to that of the adorable Redeemer Himself! Why
were the martyrs so joyous in death 1 The burden and the guilt of .
sin had been lifted and removed from them. Why was the death of :
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the Lord Jesus doleful and agonizing infinitely beyond an angel's conception 1 Because the sins, the sorrows, the burdens, of those martyrs,
with those of countless millions besides, were being borne by our
glorious Substitute, when it pleased the Father to bruise Him-when
for the transgressions of His people He was smitten-and when J ehovah
the Father made to meet in Him the iniquity of 'all those who should
crowd heaven with their presence, and fill heaven with their eternal
songs. God the Father and God the Son thus manifest and commend
their love, in Christ thus dying for us.
Let us notice the time of this actual commendation of love-" When
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." In our case, as followers of
our crucified and risen Lord, it was more than eighteen hundred years
before we had any personal existence. That love and that death were,
therefore, unsolicited and unsought. Here, then, the so-called freewill of man is entirely out of court. Did the Triune God know the'
sheep fQr whom the Redeemer died 1 To deny this were blasphemy!
Did He die at random, and at a peradventure ~ God forbid! Then
the perfect redemption, propitiation, and satisfaction was made, and all
believers of our own d!l.y were virtually, -saved, nearly two thousand
years before they were born!
The text teUs us the class of people for whom Jesus died-" When,
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." "Herein is love, not that we
loved God, but that He leved us, and sent His Son to be the Propitiation for our sins" (1 John iv. 10). "Herein is love," that sinners,
slaves, enemies, traitors, should be manifestively made kings, priests"
friends, sons, "heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Jesus Ohrist" !
"Oh, love of unexampled kind!
That leaves all thought so far behind;
Its length, and breadth, and depth, and height
Are lost to our astonished sight! "
Let us look at the text again. There is a margin, so to say, between
the eighth and ninth verse. And is there not a margin between thedeath of Christ and the thrice-happy experimental knowledge of the
believer, as exhibited in that ninth verse 1 " Much more then, being now'
justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him."
Here is a covenant blessing, actually revealed, and which the true believer,
if living l\t all up to his high privileges, now enjoys. What has taken
place in that interval1 Are not the thoughts of some, even at this.
moment, occupied with the. word, and with the truth of the word,.
" regeneration" 1 Here, then, we have.
y. The commendation of the love of the Holy Ghost. This is the work
He covenanted to do, even to reveal the love of God the Father in
the gift of His Son, and also the love of Christ in the gift of Himself.
In what a great and amazing variety of ways is that divine Spirit
pleased to work in the revelation ,of God's truth to the soul! He is.
the first, great, efficient Cause of the true conversion of every. sinner to
God, when that sinner is not only pardoned, but also justified by the
precious blood. And yet J ehovah it> pleased to employ human instruments.
in almost every case, in achieving this stupendous work. The angels
have no such honour conferred on them, but. such honour have all God's.
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saints. As when some strong swImmer plunges into the sea, and biings
drowning boy to the shore, amidst the plaudits of the spectators, so
the angels are joyous onlookers only, whenever a sinner is first
brought to a knowledge of God's truth, for "there is joy in the
presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth." Glory,
then, to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, for this
commendation, this revelation, of wondrous, ineffable love.
n. The Consolation of Divine Love.-H For if, when we were enemies,
we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more, being
reconcile:!, we shall be saved by His life" (ver. 10).
I venture to call this [a] common-sense consolation. If God loved
us when we were enemies, will He forsake us now we are actually His
reconcil~d friends ~ Suppose some Christian philanthropist should follow
a man, from year to year, who was his direst enemy, heaping favours
and conferring benefits upon him continually, from motives of purest
love! Imagine, too, if you can, that this enemy repudiated and indignantly rejected all these favours thus lavished upon him, sometimes
cursing his benefactor, even to his face! In the event of a reconciliation being happily effected, and that man changed from a bitter enemy
to a grateful, loving friend, would this his former benefactor then
neglect and forsake him ~ I trow not!· .At any rate, however man may
act, we know Him who has said, "I will never leave thee nor fors!tke
thee." "Having loved His own which were in the world, He loved
them to the uttermost" (Revised Version).
The blessed truth of the text may be regarded as commOll·sense consolation in another respect. In this lower creation, all God's works are
perfect. We never, for example, see an unfinished flower, or insect, or
fish, or bird. They come peI-fect froJ:!1 their Maker's hands. And are
not God's manifested children His new creation in Christ J esus ~ Are
they not re-created in righteousness and true holiness, and in the image
of God 1 Will He not perfect that which concerneth them 1 Will He
ever forsake this work of His own hands 1 As one asks, "Does He pluck
brands from the burning in order afterwards to cast them back into
eternal fire 1" A thousand times, No! to such a question as this!
:t

"Grace will complete what grace begins,
To save from sorrow and from sins;
The work which wisdom undertakes,
Eternal mercy ne'er forsakes."

Let us notice again that we have here [13] superabounding consolation.
Let our thoughts rest for a few moments on the closing words of the
text-" We shall be saved by His life." God's believing children are
already saved.' "He that believeth on the Son of God hath everlasting
life." But, in their fulness, these few words refer to the "consummation," "for now is our [perfected] salvation nearer than when we believed." We are not only saved by our blessed Lord's death, but also
by His life.
A Scotch divine, of course suppositiously, remarks that, "had it pleased
the Lord Jesus to have returned in His divine nature to glory, after
having made perfect the redemption of the Church by His death, and
'to have left His human nature in the grave, His atoning death alone

Tlze Gospel 1l1agazillc.

761

would have been of no avail." We must, I repeat, be perfectly saved
by His life.
A testator leaves executors to administer, after his deaih, the efj'ects
of his last will and testament. But, in the divine economy, it was
necessary that the effects of that everlasting covenant, which is "ordered
in all thiogs, and sure," should be administered by the great and
glorious Head of His mystic body, even by Him who declared, "I am
He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore"
(Rev. i. 18). We are, therefore, saved by His 1'eSU1Tection life.
And we are saved by His justifying life. Did the eternal Father, in
the day of our adorable Lord's humiliation, declare from heaven, "This
is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased" 7 As He now gazes
upon His eternally Well-Beloved, in all the glory and beauty of His
infinite perfections, and as He ,beholds the mystic members of His
glorious body perfect and complete in Him, is He not perfectly well
pleased with them all 7 ·Well, then, may the challenge resound through
heaven and earth, and even hell, "Who shall lay anything to the
charge of God's elect 7 Shall God, that justifieth 7 Who is he that
shall condemp 7 Shall Christ Jesus, that died; yea, rather, who is
risen agaiu 7" Yes, we are saved by His justifying life.
And we are saved by His intercessory life.
"Father, I will thatthey also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am."
" For all that come to God by Him,
Salvation He demands;
Point~ to their names upon His breast,
And shows His wounded hands."

And, moreover, the Church of God is saved by His snstaining life.
"Because I live, ye shall live also," is His own divine promise. We
aTe in eternal union with Him.
"At that day ye shall know thd I
am in My Father, and ye in Me, and I in you." A glorious union
indeed!
And, finally, we are saved by "the power of His endless life." "Ve
are well kept by His almighty power. As I have lately heard it
well remarked, from the written Word, "All His saints are in His
hand"; "He will keep the feet of His saints"; "He preserveth the
souls of His saints." The Lord Himself is their Keeper. He will
keep them by day and by night. He will keep them in their going
out a~d their coming in, ii'om this time forth, and even for evermore.
Amen.
HE that riseth late must trot all day, and scarcely overtake his
business at night.
SOi'lIE preachers profess to believe in election and final perseverance,
and general redemption; but this position seems to me to proclaim a
trinity of divided counsels. It seems to say that the Lord Jesus has
redeemed more than God has elected, which militates against a Trinity
in Unity, and a Unity in Trinity. Election is true enough; but
redemption by the Son and regeneration by the Holy Spirit are of the
same, but no greater, extent than the election.-J. W. K.
3 D
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WORDS OF CHEER TO, A CHEERLESS ONE-TO M. D., H-S.
1. You have indeed much, very much,' to try you, and the anxiety
and painful suspense of which you speak is a very natural consequence,
and by no means to be wondered at. Sad and ~olemn to the last
degree is the case you mention, and may well shock those to whom
the deceased was known. vVe earnestly desire that so sad and so
hopeless an end may lead others to reflection, and to consider what a.
lamentable proof and evidence it is of the truth of the Word he so
despised, and so did ,his utmost to set at nought-cc There is a way
that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof is death." One of
the most solemn passages in the whole Book of God, to our own mind,
is, "He that, being often reproved, hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly
be cut off, and that without remedy." The efforts he made to oppose
the truth, and to lead others in the way he had chosen, and which
has terminated so awfully, is certainly one of the most sad and disastrous that ever came to our knowledge j and well indeed may it
0ptlrate as a striking caution and admonition to those to whom the
deceased was known. \Ve ,would strongly advise the destruction, to
the utmost of your power, of the tracts, .&c., of which you speak, as
issued by him for the furtherance of his diabolical ends. How dreadful
is the consideration of the reward he now reaps for his misdeeds! It
is an awful thing to "rush upon the thick bosses of Jehovah's buckler,"
and for a man, by his own act, to thrust himself into the immediate
presence of Him who, out of Christ, is "a consuming fire." His
patience, forbearance, and long-suffering, alas! alas! lead but far, far too
many, in these last so sceptical and scoffing days, to presume upon His
mercy, to speculate upon His omniscience, and to hazard His just
retribution.
2. Lamentable, however, as the state of thinas to which we have
referred is, you have, nevertheless, grounds for thankfulness, by way
of contrast. cc Who maketh thee to differ 1" How is it that some of
whom you speak have gone into the world, seeking and finding satisfaction there, while you, on the contrary, "for three years have been
seeking after Christ, night and day, but do not get further" 1
3. Although the discipline may be painful, and the delay disappointing, yet the instruction is most salutary, and will, in the issue, we quite.
believe, prove most grateful and satisfactory. vVe base these remarks
upon your own testimony. You say, "I find I want other food to
what I used to like j no mere having Christ when you, like to take
Him, as you are taught now." You add, "Indeed, I find nothing ~is
courage3 me so much, as I will not doubt my sincerity in seekmg
Christ j and yet I cannot say I have found Him j yet, for all that, I
would not give up my hope for the world." Now, this is the oldfashioned language of the Spirit-quickened, Spirit-taught, Spirit-led, and
Spirit-eternally-blessed of the Most High. Thankful we are to find that
you cannot presume upon divine bounty. You cannot help yourself to
God's gifts. Rich as they are, blessed as they are, most suitable and
divinely appropriate as they are, yet you cannot, you dare not, atte~pt
to grasp them with your tiny, fleshly hand. You are like a poor starving
creature looking through the window at the steaming joints within, and

The Gospel Magazmc.

763

would fain partake thereof, but have neither the means to purchase, the
courage to beg, nor the boldness to rush in and help yourself. But
oh, how gladly would such an one receive the money to buy with,
or the food itself, to quell the cravings of hunger! Now, would it
not rejoice your heart beyond expression, if the Lord, the Master of
the Gospel feast, would but address Himself specially to you, and say,
"Eat, 0 friend j drink, yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved" ~ Would
you not rejoic"e at the veriest thought of such an invitation, and delight,
as a poor sensible pauper, to receive His gifts ~ Do you recoil at the
idea of receiving salvation upon the same free and unmerited terlliS as
a Mary Magdalene, a dying thief, or a Saul of Tarsus ~ Nay, we l!-re
sure you do not. You are too much in earnest-too hungry, too thirsty,
too destitute, too poor, and too needy. 'IVould you not rejoice to testify
to the precious fact, "He brought me into His banqueting-house, and
His banner over me was love" ~ Ah! if such be the case, the Lord
Himself has been teaching you some blessed: lessons. He has stripped
you of your own fleshly righteousness-given you to "see an end. of
all perfection in the flesh "-brought you in a five hundred pence debtor
-made you willing, in the day of His power, to receive His own full,
free, and finished salvation" without money and without price." You
think of Him because He first thought of you j you love Him because
He first loved you; you desire Him because He first desired you j and
He can no more be happy without you than you can be happy
without Him. There is a mutual necessity-a blessed reciprocity. You
are eternally interested in the "I will be their God, and they shall
be My people."
THE EDITOR.
THE DEEP-SEA FISHERIES.
THOSE who have. lately contributed towards the cost of sending one
thousand copies of "Walks ancl Talks with Jesus" to the poor men
engaged in the deep-sea fisheries will, we doubt not, read the annexed with special interest. Personally, we are bound to say that we
shall not forget either what we saw or what we felt upon the occasion
here referred to :A HAPPY FIVE MI~UTES.
How many of our daily wants are supplied, and we think little or
nothing about the difficulties, the privations, and even the 8ufferings,
many of our fellow-creatures go through to obtain those thing;; for us !
We refer now to the occupation of the deep-sea jisherrnel1, giving up
their lives to this hazardous way of gaining a living. Surely we, as
Christians, should feel for them, and help to do them good. And, if
they minister to us in temporal matters, should we not think of them
in spiritual things ~
This reminds us of a happy five minutes spent on the morning of
October 26th, when the" two or three" met in the Printing School
at" St. Luke's, ~edminster, and there, with some 750 books in view"Walks and Talks with Jesus" (the second portion of a thousand
copies)-our hearts went up in prayer, led by a few words of deep
earnestness from two officially connected with the work, that our God
would bless the truths contained in those books, and send forth the
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mighty power of His Spirit, to bring light and life to the souls of
those men to whom the books were being sent.
We may often have watched the fishing.boats go out at Scarborough
or Hastings, but those men only spend it few hotW's on the water, and
return again to land, while these deep-sea fishermen are out for two
months at a time, and often encounter great "perils of water."
May our sympathies 'be roused for them, and may we do what we
can to help them, remembering the words, "It is more blessed to
give than to receive."
.
We would add that ,,:ith the books went a parcel of cuffs and
comforters, seventy-one in number j and, as we looked at the books and
the parcel, we rejoiced that our God had inclined the heart of one
of His servants to set forward such suitable help, and we would say'
to the reader, "Go thou and do likewise."
. M. T.
GOD'S SILVER AND GOLD.
" The fining pot is for silver, and the furnace for gold."PROVERBS xvii. 3.
How singularly suggestive is the above passage, if regarded in an
appropriative sense! Many of the Lord's people look upon tribulation
as proofs of His displeasure. Few of us, perhaps, in reference to
choosing trials, could heartily adopt COWPER'S lines and sing"But the true-born child of God
Must not-would not if he might."

To be able to say t.his, in the presence of God and the cross, certainly indicates a much subdued and acquiescent will, which the Holy
Spirit only could have produced.
Still, when it is remembered that the "fining pot" is for the silver
of His coining, and the "furnace" for the gold which is to bear His
"superscription," how great we should deem the honour of suffering!
Nature may, and does, recoil from the smart, but how unlike our
Lord were we, if we walked through the world upon 1'oses, and never
felt the puncture of a crown of thorns!
We often pray to resemble Him, but too seldom remember that
even He-the sinless One-was "made perfect through suffering" ; and
the "tining pot" is not less necessary for the silver, or the "furnace "
for the gold, surely, than was the ignominy of the cross for Him
whose image we are called to bear.
Oh, let us thank God that He does not spoil His children by
~llowing them to feed upon the Paschal Lamb' without the "bitter
herbs"! The milk and honey of the heavenly Canaan will be all the
sweeter to the cultivated taste when, at the marriage feast in the
Father's house, we shall remember that the cup of sorrow will never
more press our lips.
May w~ all be willing-nay, rejoice-to read our sonship or adoption
through the lens of "tribulation," recollecting that we are treading ~ll
His steps who bequeathed it to us.
.
~~

~~Q

Tile Gospel Magazine.

765

~orr.esllonb_m(',c.
HOW I WAS SUPPORTED. IN MY LATE TRIALS.-" THIS
IS LOVE!"
To the Ed-itol' of the Gospel Magazine.
VERY DEAR SIR,-Methinks, as I draw so close to my life's end, a
record of my God's continuing mindfulness of me in all my trials
and difficulties is not only a privilege, but a blessing. Relating the
supports and deliverances so marked with His sanctifying power, must
call forth gratitude and love to His most precious name.
Under all circumstances, His ways and thoughts must prove mysterious
unto us-a mystery, indeed, were it not so-for as high as the
heavens are above the earth are His ways and thoughts above o ill'S.
Yea, unto the Lord's quickened family into spiritual life-Ohristrlifethe secret of the Lord in us-the mysterious foldings, and sometimes
the unfoldings, are equa,lly mysterious. This J oseph and his dear old
father Jacob found. This I have found, and proved the faithfulness of
our covenant-keeping God, in the ordering all things in accordance
with His righteous will.
It was my most anxious desire that I should be taken home first,
and was grieved at the disappointment; but the unfoldings of the last
six years have indeed been most convincing, however mysterious, of
God's righteous dealings.
"When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and
through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee." Ah! in all my
troubles, "I will be with thee" has been my support, and the promise
truly fulfilled in my experience. The waters and the rivers were con-trolled by the Almighty's command-" Thus far, and no further."
In my recent severe trials, felt by me so crushing, my Lord's goodness
in sllpporting was very great. The evening, as my youngest son died
early in the morning, only a few hours after 0111' Thllrsday evening service
at the Tabernacle, where I attended, the words "~hat is love 1" part
of the first line, 1,118, GADSBY'S Hymns, which was given out and sung,
were so fa-stened upon my mind that it kept as a continual repeat, .
without any clue to an answer. A little before twelve, I was called
out of sleep by my dear daughter to go to his room, there to witness,
after watching, anxiously watching, the peaceful depftrture, which was
more like falling into the peaceflll embrace of sleep than the arms
of death. During my watching I saw not a movement save the
breathing, until the last three or four breaths, when the eyes opened,
and took a beautiful upward glance, the countenance looking beautiful.
I did not know all was over, but, in waiting, found the breath had ceased.
Now, with much power, the answer came-Cl This is love! This is love! "
As before all was the question, now to every inward and outward sugges.
tion, this was the unfailing answer. For a long time previously I had
felt a great dread of again standing before the open grave, and thought
I could not do so; but this answer gave such encouragement and confidence in the Lord's goodness and mercy, that it all was taken away.
Instead of a dread, I felt it a privilege to see the dear remains committed
to their last rest until the resurrection morn, when they will arise a
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spiritual body in the perfect likeness of their spiritual Head. I was not
disappointed, for thus the Lord mercifully strengthened and supported
me for the occasion.
I was not long to move in these placid waters without the trial of
faith. I had looked upon my other dear child, who appeared fast
sinking, and said, "This is love! This is love also!" But we little
thought the end with him too was so near. That faith must be tried
equal to its measure and strength, I soon found. My mind soon became
burdened with-" Should he not recover, then there will be three orphans.
Think of the future-consider the consequence-the great responsibility
at your advaneed age." "My grace is sufficient for thee," enabled me
to look unto my God and Father, and say, "Out of the bounds of
love Thou never hast acted, nor never will act, towards me. Upon all
my trials Thy name is written-' This is love.'''
I had not long returned from the open grave, and seen the funeral
over, when, on retiring to rest, I hoped for a peaceful night, but had
not long passed into my first sleep, when I was so suddenly aroused to
go as quickly a$ possible to my dear child. The manner in which I was
awoke at once spoke my worst fears, and, being unwell, I felt the'shock
so great, I thought my time was also come, and could not leave my room
until the violent coughing and retching had abatecl. When able, I went
alone, and found his dear head over the bed-side. A blood-vessel had
broken, and death must have been instant. I lifted it on to the pillow,
when the words came with much power, as if spoken by some one
present, to silence all my fear, " Too wise to err, too good to be ·unkind."
I felt it the present needed mercy, in the blessed secret of divine love.
It seemed like the breath of God breathing strength and support into
my soul. The privilege of a present God was solemnly witnessed to
and experienced by me. The promise which for so many years has
afforded me comfort was very precious also-" Lo, I am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world."
To express the satisfaction felt, that both were not' only taken out
of a world where, through sin, all is toil and dissatisfaction unto the
regenerated soul, but that they were now where sin can never enter,
and" for ever with the Lord" in His unveiled presence, the glory of His
kingdom, is beyond the fullest expression of my grateful heart. But
the solemnity of the scene must not pass without more draughts from
:Mara's cup. Like a tidal wave the future overflowed my soul, and
stood before me a stern reality. I could not escape, but must endure.
Bless the Lord for a remembrancer more powerful and encouraging'.
Every draught, however seeded with clouded suggestions, was fully
seasoned with, "My God is too wise to err, and too good to be unkind."
The issue of all His future, as His past, dealings with me will prove
His timely aid, His supporting mercies, and His grace sufficient, leaving
upon my soul the indelible impress, "This is love!" "This is love!"
Oh, how little do we know of what it is needful should be taken
from us, and what, however to our dislike, we must retain-paths more
smooth d!\nied, and the rough ours, without a choice. To be complete in
,the lesson of yielding ourselves wholly to the Lord's hands, whatever
faith may accomplish, methinks will only be the last act. A clinging
to self wiil only die tllen-only then, one life-Christ the life-in. the
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fulness of His glory, excluding all others. The perfect light now will
show all the ways and dealings of our God have been to manifest His
wisdom. His kindness, and His everlasting love, in weaning from all
but Himself, and the making us meet to be the "partakers of the
inheritance of the saints in light.':
. .
In these trials, I felt a key to what had long proved to me a
mysterious portion of God's 'Vord (James i. 2)-" My brethren, count
it all joy when ye fall into divers temptati<;>ns "-trials. I had not
learnt to count thllS, nor could I see cause for any, joy in divers trials,
much less" all joy." But now I proved the more and greater the trials,
the more and greater the divine f.wours, so that the more trials meant t
to all the tried, quickened family of God, more manifested blessings.
The love' of our God more fills our hearts, as its abundance flows from
His in chastisements-" 'iVhom the Lord loveth He chasteneth."
My dear sir, accept my warmest thanks for your kind expressions
9f sympathy and love in my late bereavements.
"Fa'/" Eve'/" with Jesus" has proved savoury meat such as my soul
loveth-many a felt refreshing-sharpening the edge of fervent desire
to be "absent from the body and to be present with the Lord."
May divine support and strength be granted to you in all your
labours of love for the Church of Christ, and may the dear feeders
of Jehovah's flock, through the GOSPEL MAG.AZINE, be abundantly
favoured with His blessing and presence. I feel, in the continual
supply, of spiritual matter since your Editorship, that the Lord has
in a most manifest way honoured you and its pages with His blessing. The oil has 'flowed, and I believe will continne to flow, until
every vessel is filled which the everlasting love of the everlasting
Three-One J ehovah ordained to be filled throllgh it, Blessed harmonyuniversal chorus-" Not unto us, not unto us, but unto Thy name be
all the glory!" joins voice and harp of every spiritual contributor.
Being so near home, may you and the writer be much favoured with
a waiting spirit, having anI' evidences kept bright.
So prays, yours in the best bonds,
Yeovil, October, 1885.
Jom, BARBER.
P.S.-It wa.s a trial to me last Thursday night, October 29th, not
to be able to go to hear Ir. SAU 'DERS, at our old church, my chest
preventing, not being ahle to go out at night. I have for years desired
to hear him; and our dear Mr. VARDER spoke last Sunday morning, at
the Tabernacle, of how he was blessed last Thursday night, in listening
to him, that it moved my heart with gratitude that the certain sound,
the unmixed Gospel of the grace of God, had. been again proclaimed
within that so many years' highly-favoured spot. I trust it may be the
me:ws of arousing many who, I fear, have been long sleeping. Thankll
to the Vicar for permitting this good man, and I hope many more will
be admitted to his pulpit.
REPLY.
DEAR UNKNOWN, YET WELL-KNOWN FRIEND AND BROTHER,-Yonr
touching .letter has instrumentally brought two passages of the sacred
'Word vividly to the mind. First," LTnto you it is given, in the
behalf of Christ, not only to believe on Him, but h suffer for His
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sake"; secondly, "Thou hast known my soul in adversities." Sure we
are that it is only in immediate connection with the school of adversity, or the furnace of affliction, that some of those unspeakably precious lessons are learnt which'the Lord the Spirit sweetly and savingly
teaches His own. Without trial or affliction of some sort, the hearts
of even the Lord's people become cold and indifferent-yea, they fall
into a state of lifeless formality, and their minds become all but a
total blank. No spring; no drawing upward, Christward, homeward!
On the contrary, a wretched deadness and heartlessness seem to pervade all, with a felt consciousness, notwithstanding, of there being a
something radically wrong, with at least a mental acknowledgment.
that the rod is indispensable in order to rouse from the. miserable
apathy, and again to quicken the sluggish paces Christward and
heavenward!
\
But then, brother, alter a deep sense of these things, how sweet
is the contemplation of the merciful and wise and gracious manner
in which the Lord, Himself rectifies matters! With what gentleness
How
and discretion-yea, in what a Father-like way-He deals!
tenderly and lovingly He leads into the fire or the flood, and then so
soothes, as well as sustains, before the blessed "afterward" of Hebrews
xii. 11, is realized!
Ah! brother, "who teacheth like Him 1"
We live yet more and more to prove that not a single crook nor
cross could, by any possibility, have been dispensed with, in regard
to our own personal pilgrim course. Every feather's weight of care,
anxiety, trouble, was essentially and indispensably necessary. Naturally,
we are so buoyant and so forgetful, and, withal, such a creature
idolater, that we cannot do without the "line upon line, line upon
line, precept upon precept, precept upon precept, the here a little and
the there a little." 'rVe have to be emptied from vessel to vessel.
No creature in this world ever needed it. more than ourselves.
And oh, how little do we know, and how little do we feel, after aU !
The lingering and the halting, and the being so diverted from higher
and holier things by the trifles of the way, perfectly astound us. We
imagined, years and years ago, that to have arrived at our present spot
and surroundings would assuredly be attended with the brightest, and
the liveliest, and the most heart-glowing prospects, and aspirations)
and longings for the rest that remains and the mansion that awaits;
but, alas! alas! how widely different is the present j'ealization to the
bygone anticipation! Hence, therefore, we are conscious, and bound to
admit, the need of trial.
It is this consciousness, brother, that leads us the more feelingly
to sympathise with the experiences you have just described. Ah! how
they lead us back ·in review of similar trials and bereavements! How
you have depicted what we, in bygone years, have passed through t
Oh, those agonizing sensations! that strain upon the very chords of the
heart! . that feeling as if the heart itself must burst! the crushing'
weight, the ponderous load, that deep of depths! And yet, yet, in
looking back, to see that then-yes, it could not have been otherwise" underneath and round about were the everlasting arms."
But
for it, how could we have been sustained 1 how, by any possibility,
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upheld 1 Ah! it is thus and thus comes out, in all its blessed prominence, that precious truth, "Thou hast known my soul in adversities."
~
But then, dear brother, there follows, with a certain amount of
1'ebuke, another precious portion-" And those that know Thy name
will put their trust in Thee." Now, it is here that personally we fall
under so much self~reproach and condemnation. Ought not-is it nOG
reasonable to suppose-that such personal knowledge, such personal test
and proof and experience, should be attended with that trust, that repose,
that holy confidence, that would leave the future, in all its details,
in the hands and under the divine management, ordering, and control
of One so wise, so gracious, EO loving, so all~sufficient, so faithful, so
pledged to be and to do all that can contribute to His glory and
prove for our essential and unmixed profit and advantage 1
Ah! brother, it is here that, personally, we fall down before the
Lord, under the very deepest sense of ingratitude, distrust, and illand-hell-deserving. Thus we see ourselves in the light of the very
chief of sinners, because it is sinning against and abusing such boundless love and mercy. It seems to us -yet more and more forcibly
that, if ever we should be "brought off," as myriads of others have
been, "more than conquerors, through Him that hath loved them," we
shall indeed enter heaven as the very greatest trophy of love, blood,
and salvation!
It may be supposed by some that we t'ake, perhaps, an unnecessarily
serious view of matters thus presented. We cannot think so. To our
own mind, the forgetfulness, the ingratitude, the distrust, and the
calling in question the wisdom and the love and the mercy of such a
Father, such a Friend, such "a Brother born for adversity," as our
God has proved Himself to be, exceeds for heinousness and enormity
-and that by far-the sins, iniquities, and transgressions committed
by the worldling and unregenerate, in nature's deadness, darkness, and
heathenism.
vVe well know, moreover, that there are those who believe in, as we
do, the glorious doctrines of immutable love, sovereign grace, and the
covenant mercy of a covenant God for a covenant people, who will be
ready t9 charge us with inconsistency, for ou.. being the subject of doubt,
fear, and misgiving, in the face of what we have personally known and
experienced, and as believers in these covenant verities. Vvell, we fall
under this charge of inconsistency. We admit it is so. At the same
time, we are bound to say that the discoveries the Lord sees fit to
make to us, from time to time, of the base way in which we requite
all His goodness, mercy, and love, cannot but humble, and that in the
very dust. Moreover, as it pleases the Lord to say, "Turn about,
o son of man, and thou shalt see greater abominations than these,"
it seems next to impossible to have such discoveries of personal baseness, blackness, and devilism, without feeling correspondingly that it
is nothing short of the almighty power of the Lord God Himself
that, in spite of all, can assure us-and maintain that assurance-He
hath loved us with an everlasting love, and that He will abide by His
own word, "Not for your sakes, but for Mine own holy name's sake,
will I save, and that with an everlasting salvation."

---
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Further, we are thus convinced, beyond all scruple or doubt, that
it is the Holy Ghost, and He alone, can carry on and complete His
own work in the soul. It is "not by might, nor by power, but by My
Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts." The child of God is brought in a
diversified way and manner to feel that, "as no man can quicken, so
no man can keep alive his own soul." Oh, how the Spirit-taught and
the Spirit-led feel the force of blessed TOPLADY'S words" A. debtor to mercy alone,
Of covenant mercy I sing";

and how glad are they when, in spite of all, they can add" Nor fear, with Thy righteousness on,
My person and offerings to bring.
"The terrors of law and of God
With me can have nothing to do;
My Saviour's obedience and blood
Hide all my transgressions from view."
We cannot close, dear brother, without expressing our grateful
recognition, 'on your behalf, of the fact that the Lord should have so
wisely and lovingly ordered matters, at that last moment, and at that
agonizing crisis, so that you should be permitted and privileged to witness
that last sweet and supernatural look-that momentary glimpse of the
glory about to be entered upon and eternally enjoyed.
Ah! brother, how that testimony led us back, even in grateful
review, to bygone scenes and sweet, sanctified sorrows! The chamber
of so-called" death" has re-presented itself. The morning of the 19th
of May, 1841, has been renewed both as to date and scene. The
upward look again seen, and the ardent plea again heard, "Oome,
Lord Jesus; take me to Thyself! I long to see Thee as Thou art in
Thy glory"; and then, after a short interval, the final, never-to-beforgotten "Good-bye!" Again, in February, 1863, when the most
healthful and seemingly most promising of one's family was laid low
at the age of fifteen years, ob, how timely and how gracious was the
·answer to the inquiry, "had the Lord spoken a word to her troubled
heart t" "Yes." " vVhat ~" " , Oome now, and let us reason together,
saith the Lord j though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white
as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.'"
'What a relief was that precious testimony to our agonized hea.rt_
And then, at the last interview, during a short return of consciousness,
in answer to the question, "Are you happy ~" "Yes!" was the so
significant reply. Oh, the felt invaluable weight and power and satisfdction in that little but, under the circumstances, momentous word,
"Yes! " Again, in 1867, after our many years' loved and devoted
companion-the shareI' of our many joys a.nd sorrows-was laid upon
the bed of sickness and death, holY timely and how soul-cheering was
the testimony from her lips now arid again, in the occasional brief
return of consciousness! But the last death-scme, and its attendant
cClmfort, was in regard to the little idol of our old age. After her
s,udden seizure and some five or six hours of convulsive throes, the
calmness, the placidity, the apparent return to her own former self;
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and then-ah! then-that last look! that upward, heavenward gaz'3!
that bright, ad miring, seraphic expression! perfectly beyond the power
of human mind to conceive, much less of human language to describe!
It must be seen to realize, and then but fOf a moment, in all its fulness
and blessedness. But, brother, you can understand the sweetness and
the satisfaction attendant thereupon. Great as your loss-severe as
the bereavement-would you have that bright and blessed vision, the
which you for a moment were privileged to behold, give place to the
renewed weight, the care, the turmoil of earth 7 Ah! no; we feel
sure, as with ourselves, in regard to our departed ones, so with you.
vVe both would adopt the language of the Psalmist, in regard to his
loss-" I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me."
We thank our God, moreover, for His tender, loving consideration
in His dealings, so that, by His sustainings and soothings, we might
have a practical insight into those special secrets ,which enabled a
bereaved Job to exclaim, "The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken
away; blessed be the name of the Lord."
May we not, at the sn,me
time, cherish the hope-yea, the assurance-that, when OU?' time shall
come, we shall likewise experience the same divine all-sufficiency in a
dying honr as those gone before have done; that we shall find Him faithful to His promise-true to His word-" When thou passest through:
the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not
overflow thee; when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be
burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee" 7
,
One more word, dear brother, and that is with regard to the mere
moment of time that is left us here below. At our advanced age, by
comparison, it must be so. For ourselves, we may say, we are looking
daily for the summons. Vve commonly go to the pulpit with the idea
that it may be our last spoken testimony. Personally, we feel deeply
the present aspect of the professed Church and world at large, yet we
wonld rejoice in the fact that "the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth."
Next, we feel intense concern about the loved ones we are about to
leave behind. In this respect we endorse the simjJle breathings of our
own loved father, as expressed some eighty years ago. He had been
called to surrender one of his first family-a dear little girl of nine
years of age. She had been well taught spiritually, and requested that
her funeral text might be the Shunammite's "It is well!" In some
simple, homely lines that our dear father wrote: after her removal, he
says"Oh, may my children left,
Of Christ begin to tell,
N or not a hoof be left behind,
But each one say, "Tis well!' "

This, this is our fervent prayer likewise.

THE EDITOR.'

A MAN may see every figure on the sun-dial, but he cannot tell how
the day goes unless the sun shines. vYe may read many truths in
the Bible, but we cannot know them savingly until God shines into
our hearts.
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FROM OUR OLDEST OORRESPONDENT.
. rTHE annexed letter from our oldest correspondent, and almost the
only one remaining of our first Magazine friends, will be read with
interest. Personally we felt it much. We trust our readers will unite
with us in the hearty desire and earnest prayer that, in the closing up
of his lengthened career, our dear friend the writer may be indulged
in his human solitude with much of the presence of the "Friend that
sticketh closer than a brother." Our personal acquaintance has extended
over more than half the four-score years to which he refers; and how
many have been the trials and affiictions both the one and the other'
have known in that time! Yet how great the mercy that, however
severe the test, no storm hath hurled us out of our place! Blessed be
the Lord our God for this so rich and distinguishing a mercy. In
regard to time, what· a very small proportion remains, in comparison
with that already passed! May it, therefore, be the sacred privilege
both of our brother and ourselves to realize that the best is in reserve;
that, as in the days of His flesh, in regard to the marriage feast in
Oana of Galilee, we may each be able to say, "Thou hast kept the
good wine until now." God, of His great mercy, grant it, for a
precious Ohrist's sake! Amen and amen.-ED.]
.
To the Editor of the Gospel ]J![agazine.
My VERY DEAR BRoTHER,-Accept my best thanks for the precious
volume' you ha.ve so kindly sent me, For Ever with Jesus.
I have been thinking much of you lately, as I have not had a line
from you in answer to two letters that I have written to you. I feel
as if this volume had come express for me in my circumstances.
In August last I entered upon my eightieth year, and I wish to bless
and praise my dear Lord and Master for the gominess and grace He has
manifested to me through those past eighty years. I am wonderfully
well, with the one exception which unfits me for the exercise of my
ministry, which I never expect to enter upon again. My sight as good,
if not better, than it ever was, so I can read your precious volume .
with the greatest delight, and realize the experience it re;.:ords as my
own.
I could not sleep in London from the noise and the bad .air of
Pimlico, where I had rooms last, and was told that it was absolutely
necessary that I should go into the country, alld here I am very comfort.
able, with delicious air and a.. splendid view from the Palace grounds
and windows-indeed, the finest I ever saw. I have met with a few
friends in London. All the dear old friends are dead and gone.
Oertainly these are the la"t days, which will hasten on the Lord's
interference, and ,we may well join in the words, "How long, 0 Lord,
holy and true, dost Thou ~ot interfere ~ "
I think often of past days in my lonely state here, but I immediately try to fall back upon the future glorious days which are coming,
and get a more distinct apprehension of them as they are so clearly
revealed in the ·Word.
Now adieu, my beloved brother, and with love to dear Mrs.
DOUDNEY, believe me, as ever,
Affectionately yours,
Upper Nm·wood.
GEO. W. STRATON.
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THE OHILDREN! THE OHILDREN!
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My VERY DEAR FRIEND,-I am tardy in writing to thank you, in
the Master's name, for the liberal present of books for our Sunday
scholars who have learnt and said the precious verses, "Why Jesus
Oame from Heaven to Die."
We had quite an eventful evening on Thursday last.. I invited
teachers and scholars and friends, and we had, possibly, an attendance
of five to six hundred. We had prayer and hymns, and exposition
of Scripture, bearing on the subject of early training, and the blessing of
being taught even in the letter of truth, and especially by the power of
the Holy Spirit on the heart. And then the recitation began, some at
first being called up to repeat the whole of the thirty-six verses; next,
three at a time, to take' successively twel ve verses each; and then finishing
with a smaller number all round in rotation, and it was most gratifying
to see how perfectly the verses had been committed to memory. I
think sixty-three of our young folks learned the verses; and I believe
fifty out of the number said them perfectly to their teachers, and the
others possibly made two or three mistakes in words, and three or four,
it may be, were less perfect in recital, but' really it is marvellous how
well all have done.
After the recital, a resolution was passed with much grateful feeling,
thanking you for your liberal donation of books, embodying also a prayer
that the Lord may long spare your valuable life to minister still. to His
Church and people, and that He may still own and bless the Scriptural
truth you have so long been privileged to print and circulate; and we
were helped to embody this in speaking to the King on your behalf,
and for dear Mrs. DOUDNEY also.
You would have been, I am sure, delighted to witness the bright,
happy faces of the young people; and you will be led, I know, to pray
with us that the teaching of the poetry and books distributed may be
owned by the Lord to the conversion and instruction and comfort of all
concerned.
Next, I enclose a letter I received from a dear and valuable helper
of Miss DE BROEN, at Belville, in Paris. She is doing, in the Lord's
strength, a great and real work for Him.
I hope you have been able to read at your leisure the little book I
gave you at the Olifton Oonference, which details so much that is
deeply interesting and encouraging. Mrs. MARTIN and I have visitM
the work twice, if not three times; and dear Miss DE BROEN, when I
went away abroad during my long illness, pressed me to remain at her
Nursing Institution, that I might be quiet, and have all the attention
she and her kind helpers could give. But, whilst I valued and still
remember with· gratitude her kind wish, I felt it w~ser to go on to
Jay, where we remained the winter, and where we had the Lord's
ble~sing with us.
Well, on my return from Germany this autumn, we went to call on
Miss DE BROE:'{ with a friend, and I left her one of the German copies
-Qf the work you have published in English, and have translated into
German-" Walks and Talks with Jesus." e had Walready distributed
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to foreigners we had met abroad the other copies you kindly gave us
for distribution, and we left the last copy with Miss BIDWELL, her kind
. helper in the work, as she said they had families of Germans in
Belville, and they' had few books for them in their own language,
adding, I was sure, if more were wanted, you would supply them. I
send the lotter which we have received since our return, which will
give Miss .DE BROEN'S message.
If you can let me have a few more of the German copies, I will forward them; or, if they are in London, I will arrange for them to be sent on.
I wish you could find room in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for some
extracts from the work I left with you. It may be some workers of
the Master may be willing to confer with 'Miss DE BROEN to help, and
lIome may be glad to send her some pecuniary help in connection with
a real spiritual work in Paris.
Poor France has never recovered from the blow she inflicted on
herself by the cruel persecution of the poor Huguenots on St. Bartholomew's Day, and subsequently in connection with the revocation of
the Edict of Nantes, which was celebrated on the 18th and 22nd of
this month in London and elsewhere. "Ve do well to seek to learn
the lesson the Lord would teach us, even in this land of light and
liberty, for never were the people more turning wilfully from light to
darkness, and from the Word of God to the unscriptural teachings of man.
Truly we may repeat the remarkable words of the prophet Jeremiah"The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their
means; and My [professing] people love to have it so; and what will
ye do in the end thereof1" (Jer. v. 31.)
But I must close. With our united affectionate love to yourself and
Mrs. DOUDNEY, ever yours sincerely in the bonds of the Gospel,
.Southsea, October 23rd, 1885.
J. C. MARTIN.
DEAR MR. MARTIN,-Miss DE BROEN has 'asked me to write to you,
to say that she would be very glad to have some of those German books
like the one you left here. As you know Dr. DOUDNEY, she. begs
you to be so kind as to ask for them, as you promised."
Miss DE BROEN was so very sorry not to see you the day you came
up here, and I am sure your visit would have cheered her. She has
now returned to England, to hold meetings on behalf of the mission.
The dispensary re-opened yesterday. There was such a crowd that
about fifty or sixty people were left outside, the number being too
great for the doctor to see in one da.y. As it was, the work went on
until half-past seven.
We are praying for an increase of workers. vVe are unable to re-open
the night schools at present, for we are so few, and must give all our
time and strength to the medical mission and the meetings.
Do you know of anyone who will come ~ We are sure, however,
that "the Lord will provide" in this, as in all other things. The
work is His, and He will take care of it.
With kind regards to you and Mrs. MARTI~, I remain, yours truly,
3, Rue Clavel, Belville, Paris, Sept. 18, 1885.
K. BIDWELL.
.. Fifty copies of "Walks and Talks with J esns," in German, have since
been sent.-ED.
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FALLING ASLEEP ON EARTH AND AWAKING IN HEAVEN!
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.

DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-May grace, mercy,· and peace rest upon you
and upon your much-loved work. My visit to Bristol has again been
brought to my mind, and also your great kindness to me and my wife
in giving us your valuable books.
I now write to inform you of the sudden death of the old
lady whom I told you about, Miss ESTHER COPSON. She has
been a dear lover of your GOSPEL MAGAZINE for years. She had
long been wanting to see you, but was never· permitted to do
so. She was always so fond of "The Family Portion" and the
"Wayside Notes." I saw her last on Friday night at ten o'clock, as
she was going home. She went to bed as usual, little thinking the
morning would find her in heaven, for, during the night, while she
was asleep, her happy spirit took its flight. They broke into the house
the next morning, as she did not seem to get up, and they found her
lying quite calm, without the least sign of a struggle. Oh, the surprise
when she awoke, to find herself in glory! How different to what she
used to expect! She used to say she feared the end, because she
thought she should be a coward. But no j God reserves dying strength
for a dying day. God's thoughts are not our thoughts, neither are
His ways our ways. What a mercy!. What a happy release for herto be one minute in the body, the next in glory j and, above all, to
be for ever with Jesus, whom she loved and whom she tried to
honour, and did honour! She was never so happy as when she was
speaking well of His name.
I should like to tell you of the Lord's leadings and dealings with
her, but I am a poor hand at that sort of work. I will try, however,
to give you a few instances that have come under my own notice.
... I remember going into her house about six years ago, and I fonnel
her weeping very much. I said to her, "Esther, ,v-hat is the matter ~ "
She did not speak for a while j but, when' she came round a little, she
said, "It's worth a thousand worlds!" I said, "What is worth a
thousand worlds 1 " She· said, "What I am enjoying this moment" ;
and then she referred to some Scripture, but what it was I really
forge..
I remember, many years ago, we were talking about the doctrines of grace, and she told me how she was brought to see them
and to rest in them. She said she was .cleaning the doorstep one
Saturday morning, and those words were spoken with power to her
soul-" Behold! " She stood up and looked round, but saw no one.
She said, "Behold what, Lord 1" "Behold, I lay in Zion a chief
Corner-Stone, elect, precious j and he, that believeth on Him shall not
be confounded." "So," she said, "you need not wonder at my believing
in the doctrines of grace."
.
She said to one of her friends, a few days before she was called
home, "I have two natures, and one is the very devil" j and I know
he used to make sad work with her very often. She used to find
HART'S hymns very lJrecious. As she used to say, "He spoke her experience so well." They used them where she used to worship, three
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iniles from her home, and she travelled that distance fOf about forty
years. She said she never remembered taking cold once in aU her
life throngh that, although she has been wet through many, many
times. She often used to sing those precious lines of dear NEWTON'S" His love in times past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink;
Each sweet Ebenezer I. have in review
Confirms His good pleasure to help me quite through."

And as she sang, so she found it. He did bring her through, notwithstanding her many fears. He enabled her to make a glorious end. She
has had many a struggle, many a trial, but she has proved "more than
conqueror, through Him that loved her."
Yours in covenant love,
Nuneaton, NovembeT 11th, 1885.
EDWIN LILLEY.
[How we rejoice in such testimonies as the foregoing-not only
because they afford striking proof and evidence of divine faithfulness
and all-sufficiency, but because they likewise prove the groundlessness of
the fears of so many of the Lord's dear children, in regard to the
closing up of their earthly pilgrimage! What multitudes who, "through
fear of death, have an. their lives long been subject to bondage,"
have, like the one referred to by our correspondent in the foregoing
letter, never known what dying was, but have actually, as she did,
sweetly and most literally slept in Jesus! Hallelujah! To J ehovah,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, be all the praise.-ED.J
SYMPATHY WITH THE SUFFERING.
To the EditoT of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR BROTHER IN THE LORD,-I was delighted to receIve my
precious Magazine on Saturday evening. The first thing I observedfor I often look on the cover first-was vour remarks on the Clifton
Conference, and the extract from the letter of. our dear brother, Mr.
ORMISTON. What a deep trial he is passing through! It drew tears
from my eyes, and has ,done several times since, when I . have thought
of that dear suffering one, so peacefully and calmly to lie down upon
that table, in the face of such an ordeal as she was about to pass
through, and whisper that s"eet passage to her dear husband. Aye,
it was through God, her precious God and :Saviour, that she was to do
valiantly, into whose hands she had evidently committed herself. And
only think, to be an hou1' under, th6 hands of the operators. I have
thought of her so much; and how I long to know how she is progressing! May God graciously hear the prayers offered up on her behalf, and,
if His will, restore and spare her to her dear husband and family.
How great was the mercy, compassion, and consideration of our God,
as you say, in deferring this great trial until after the Conference!
How little was he, I suppose, aware of what awaited him! I cannot
tell you how deeply I feel both for hi~ and the dear afflicted one.
May God sustain and support him through this heavy trial.
Our God was graciously pleased to hear the prayers offered up- on his
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behalf, some ten or eleven years ago, I think. I did praise and bless
God at that 'time for His great mercy in raising him to health; and,
I trust He will vouchsafe now to listeu to the prayers on behalf of his
.
dear wife.
I enjoyed your precious sermon so much yesterday. I am not surprised at its being wished to be published. It has caused me to reflect
deeply, especially as regards the article of death. I have ICIng known
your state of feeling on the subject, and have often felt; very much for
you; and, if you should'thus feel, what must such a worthless being as
I feel-such a sinner-a sinner of the deepest dye? And, after all the
mercies and deliverances I have had, to requite Him as I have! How
justly He might have cast me off, and banished me to everlast;ing
despair! How I do cry, "Cast me not off in the time of old age;
fors~ke me not [now] when my strength faileth"!
I quite agree wit;h all you say as to singing our old favourite hymns
to fresh tunes; and I do think, when Christians meet together, such as
at the Clift;on Conference, good old familiar hymns and tunes ought to
be used. They would recall to mind many a blessed season, by the
power of the blessed RemembranceI'. It used to be such a treat to
me to go to dear old Astley Church. I could hear the singing of
the hymns, if nothing else. How I could fancy dear Dr. HEWLE'l'T
preaching that precious sermon which has appeared in the two Numbers'
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE! No appointment. made yet to that place.
I trust you and dear Mrs. DOUDNEY are keeping well. May the
Lord be with you, and abundantly bless you, for His great name's
sake. I am thankful to say I keep better. Much Christian love.
Very affectionately yours, in a loving Saviour,
Southpm·t, ,iVovember 2ru;l, 1885.
C. T, B.
[Ah! dear sister, it is the contemplation of His boundless love and
mercy-His marvellous patience, forbearance, and long-suffering-that
humbles us in the very dust before the Lord! As far as memory
serves, we never had such discoveries of His astounding goodntss and
compassion as now. vVe marvel yet more and more at His not having
long since cut us down as a cumberer of the ground. Vve are utterly
ashamed of ourselves for our present distrust and ingratitude.
This very day, J;birty-nine years ago, ye first started for Ireland,
leaving all that were near and dear to us, to journey towards a
strange land, and to mingle with ut;ter straugers. And now, when we
contrast the present with the past, and think of all the Lord has been
to us and done for us, we are, as it were, overwhelmed with astonishment, ~nd, in all the fulness of one's heart., exclaim" And are we, wretches, yet alive?
And do we still rebel?
'Tis boundless, 'tis amazing love
That bears us up from hell."

Oh, the baseness and blackness of the human heart, that such boundless
mercy as that we have received at the Lord's hands for so many,
many years, should be attended with such forgetfulness, ingratit;ude,
and distrust!
Beloved fellow-pilgrim, we sink, as it 'were, into tlle very dust of
3 E
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self-loathing and disgust when, in the face of all His rrnfathomable
love and mercy,. the Lord whispers, "Is this thy kindnes~ to thy
Friend ~ Do I deserve this at thy hand ~ Has all I have been, and all
I have done, produced so little trust and confidence .in My dealings for
the future ~ Shall all have been so wisely, lovingly, effectually arranged
until now, and yet the little future prove a failure, notwithstanding ~ "
Oh, sister, such questions strike us, as it were, dumb before the
Lord! We have been telling Him this day that we would not have a
straw altered with respect to the past; that we are more than satisfied
in all He has been and all He has done, up to the present hour; and
that all we can desire at His blessed hands is, that the futu1'e may
be as fraught with love and goodness and mercy as the past, and then
all, all shall be well.-En.]
HELPS AND HOPES ON THE HOMEWARD WAY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
, DEAR SERVANT OF THE MOST HIGH GOD,-I know not how to ex~
press my thanks to you for sending me the looking-glass you did-I
mean the book, "Credentials, Call, and Claims of the Christian Ministry."
Oh, how you enter into my past and present experience-the family
troubles, the business trials, and, more than all, the ministerial - difficulties and exercises! How I read and weep and pray, and rejoice to
think that you, who have had so much soul-travail, have had so many
soul-deliverances-who have had so many hindrances, have had so many
helps-you who have had so many deaths, are yet alive! God be praised!
"The living, the living shall praise Him," as I trust I do this day,
who has shown you and me in measure· such wonders that I am as a
wonder unto many, and a greater wonder to myself. My tongue, which
once was used -to blaspheme His holy name, is now sometimes, I do
hope, used to speak well of His great name; and this heart, which once
was nothing but enmity against His holy and sovereign will, is now at
times filled with gratitude and praise. Yea, if I did not speak well of
His dear name, I feel the stones would indeed cry out.
But to the case in hand. I had had this book promised me some
months ago, and I used to look for its coming every day for a long time.
But, some three weeks ago, a friend asked me if I had as yet received
the book they had heard me talk about. I replied, "No, nor did I
think I ever should now," as I felt the friend wlm had promised had
either forgotten it, or had sent it, and it had been miscarried. Just like
me! Well, singularly enough, I had been trying to speak at Red Hill on
Sunday, October 25th, from Jeremiah xv. 18 (do read it); and, when I
got into the vestry, what should I see on the table but tbis very book,
with "Mr. BaTTEN, from Dr. DOUnNEY," written on the wrapper! I
must leave you to judge the rest. May God make it a blessing whereever it goes, as I know He has to me; and I quite believe that, throu&h
that book, many a poor, tempted, tried, and exercised child of God WIll
bless and praise Him that ever He constrained you to send it forth.
May He still bless you, and .make you a blessing to others, is the
heartfelt prayer of the very unworthy recipient,
Tunbridge Wells, November 4th, 1885.
W. BaTTEN.
1
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WORD OF ACKNOWLEDGMENT.
To the Edito1' (If the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DB.. DOUDNEY,-As a constant reauer of the dear Magazine
of truth, I would desire to acknowledge the way the Lord has blessed,
at various times, the reading of it to my s0ul.
Some seven years ago, when very young in the way, being one of
those whose heart was bound up in the doctrines of grace, but who was'
longing to taste the precious honey that is found in the grace of the
doctrines, I was laid upon a bed of sickness at Torquay, longing, panting, thirsting after Him who is "the Chiefest among ten tho\lsand, the
altogether lovely," watching for Him "more than they that watch for
the morning." I read your" Family Portion" for the current month"He Must Needs Go Through Samaria." The way you were led to
t·reat the words ravished my soul with a sense of His great love, and,
as you traced out "those feeble desires, those wishes so weak," I felt
that Jesus had, as it were, gone out of His way to meet with my
poor, wandering, helpless soul. Through the instrumentality of your
words, He gave me a precious draught of the living water; and oh,
how refreshing, how comforting, only those whose tongue has "failed
. for thirst" can tell! My case 'was so faithfully described-(for I had not
passed through those great deeps of law-work that many of God's
dear ones experience, but had been gently led. He" gently leadeth
those that are with young," in some cases)-that hope dawned, and a
glorious ray of ·light from the Sun of Righteousness .illuminated the
darkness of my soul. I have realized many times in my own
experience since then that, once having tasted the hewJenly gift, the pure
water of life, such an one can never thirst for the water that is handed
about by the popular religionists of the day, which is polluted by
-creature doings and fleshly faith; and, though many, many times have
I thought the sands of cares, sins, and temptations had choked the
well, the voice of Jesus, through the instrumentality of the preached
'Vord, and by the precious portions in the dear Magazine, has been
heard in my soul, saying, "Spring up, 0 well!" and there has been
joy and peace in believing; and so it must be, according to His precious
word, "The water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of
water springing up into e:ve1'lasting life."
At the particular ,time to which I have referred, I was a member of
the Church of Englaild; and, though I am not so now, yet I stiil love
very dearly some of her ministers, for God has not left Himself without witnesses in the grand old Church of England, for it was whilst a
member in her I first heard the precious, the glorious, "truth as it is
in Jesus" preached with power to my soul by that dear man of God,
the Rev. W. L. ROLLESTON, Vicar of Scraptoft, Leicestershire. I was
then living at my native place, Coventry; and, thongh I am now a'
member of the Particular Baptist denomination, there is much I revere,
much I love, in connection with the Church of England yet, and would
lament the day when England, by her representatives, should disestablish her. She has been a bnhvR.TK, })J)d, a bl1,lWa9}, she sti11 continues (notwithstanding the Romish conspiracy), of the glorious;Protestant.
faith; and it will be said of an innumerable host, when the Lord writeth·
3 E ~
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up the people~and this unwO'rthy one amongst the numbe1'-" This and
that man were bom in her." May our gracious God stop the mouths
of her enemies with the word of command, "Destroy it not, for a
blessing is in it."
.. May He bless you, dear brother, spare you many years yet to proclaim His glorious truth, cause His face to shine upon you, "make
darkness light before you, and crooked things straight," and hasten the
1ima when His dear servants and children shall see oye to eye, and all
the redeemed, out of every kindred, tribe, nation, and tongue, shall
"join in the everlasting song," and crown our Jesus Lord of all.
I remain. daar Dr. DOUDNEY, yours in hope,
Plymouth, N01Jember, 1885.
EDWIN M. BACON.
SONGS AMID SUFFERINGS.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
. My DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-As you express a wish for me to write
you a faw lines, I do so. I feel it is nothing but gratitude due to you,
to than.k you for that precious book, which I much enjoy. . . . .. I
should have written before, but I do fed my utter helplessness and
unworthine8s to write to any of His dear people, particularly His dear
servants. I am such a poor scribf', but, had I strength and ability, I
could fill a volume to tell of the Lord's great goodness to me, who, in
myself, am nothing at all, yet hope that Jesus Christ i~ my "All and
in all." I can truly say with the poet"Oh, but for free and sovereign grace,
I still had lived estrl}nged from God,
Till hell had proved the destined place
Of my 'deserved, but dread abode!"

. Oh, my dear sir, when I am led· to view the sufferings of my precious
Jesus, what are all mine ~ Why, nothing! Yes, and, at times, not one
thing would I have altered. Ko"I would not change my blest estate
For all that earth calls good or great."

Oh,

IS

not heaven worth suffering for

~

Yes-

"The joy prepared for suffering saints
Will more than make amends for all."

And "what will it be to be there," where we shall drink in full
draughts of bliss ~ Here we only get a taste. Now, I do at times long
to be where He is, where I shall be able to lay the crown at His dear
feet, and "crown Him Lord of all."
Sometimes I feel, ",Ybat a
poor, impprfect body I have-no legs, and my arms and side diseased! "
Then· it will come, "But it shaH be a perfect one some day."
"0 glorious hour! 0 blest abode!
I shall be near and like my God!"

And what a mercy His lova is unchangeable!

He is always tha same.
I

If there were any change in Him, there would be no hope for me.
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do feel so prone to wander from Him whom my soul's desire is to love
and adore. Oh, that my soul could love and praise Him more!
. Now, as my dear, kind friend was going to send you the Christian
Monthly Record, there wilt be no need of my saying much of what I
have passed through j but I must tell you, at the time that was written,
I had no thought of its ever appearing in print. I was very much
tried at the time j yet, after, was led to see tha:t it was the Lord's
doing, having letter upon letter, telling me what a comfort it had been
to many of His dear afflicted ones; and you wilt see also, it was the
means, in the Lord's hands, of helping me in temporal things. Bless
His dear name, He inclined the hearts of many of His dear people to
send help in times of need.
Since that was written, the dear Lord has seen fit, ill His all-wise
providence, to afflict my left arm and side, which is most painful; yet
I have strength given me according to my day. I have many times been
brought very low, bu.t have been raised up again; but I never was, I
think, brought lower than I have been during the past summer. All
my dear relations and friends thought the Lorrl was about to take me
home, sometimes thinking every breath would be my last j yet here I
am, a monument of His sparing mercy. I think I never was more
favoured in anv affliction than the last. I was blessed with a calm
resting upon Him. All my trouble was gone. I was indeed enabled to
"lie passive in His hands,
And know no will but His."

I have ever found, as my afflictions abounded, my consolations abounded;
also many an Ebenezer have I been enabled to raise, and I can at this
time say, "Having obtained help of God, I continue to this day." .
Bless His precious name, I can say, He has been to me the very
"Chiefest among, ten thousand, and the altogether lovely"-yea, better
than all my fears, both in providence as well as in grace j and, though
afflicted these many years, I have never been left to want one meal of
food, as, up to the present moment, it came in every time of need.
How true it is, He not only knows what we need, but He knows also
u;·hen we need! Had I ten thousand tongues, they never could render
half the praise due to Him j but I often say, "Dear Lord" 'When I see Thee as Thou art.
I'll praise Thee as I ought.' "

And, though I am often cast down by reason of the difficulties of the
way, yet, bless Him, He appears again and again, and
" cheers my heart. my need supplies,
. And says that I shall shortly be
.
Enthroned with Him above the skies;
Oh, what a Friend is Christ to me ! "

I would speak well of Him, and would, for the comfort of all His dear
afHicted ones, say, "Cheer up, dear child of God! The dear Lord, wilt
never leave you in trouble to sink. No, but His everlasting arms of
love and mercy will be underneath, to support and comfort you." This
I have proved in all my sorrows and afflictions j and what a mercy
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that it is not in anger He. affiicts! No, but m,' His dear covenant
love, for "whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth."
, Now, I wili not weary you, dear sir, with my scribble, and writing
now tries me, and my kind frieud, R. W-.-, can tell you better than
I can. She, is always pleased to do anything for me~has always
proved a friend to me-and many more dear, kind friends the Lord
has naised up for me. . I am often made to wonder at the kindness of
so many dear friends-many unknown to me, but well-known to God;
and it must be the dear Lord who has inclined the hearts of so many
with such kind feelings to one so. unworthy of the least of His
mercies j and He daily loads. me with them. I can say they are "new
every morning, and fresh every evening" j and we know all the gold
and silver are His-yes, and" the cattle upon a thousand hills." He
can and does dispose the hearts when and where He pleases.
I trust, dear sir, ,this may find you as well in body as we can,
expect, and your precious soul feeding upon tha~ living bread which
cometh down from heaven. May your soul be as a well-watered
garden j may the Lord ever be with you, and bless you with much of
His blessed presence j may He bless you in all your work of faith and
labour of love; and may He ever be with you when you speak in His
dear name, and bless you with many seals to your ministry and souls
for your hire.
So prays, yours, I hope, in covenant bonds,
RUTH LINDSAY.

31, Ashton Street, T1'Owbridge, October 23rd, 1885.
REPLY.

Did space permit, we would gladly transfer to these pages, from
the Christian Monthly Record, to which our so sorely affiicted correspondent rerers, the striking account which she there gives of the
Lord's most gracious and wonderful leadings and dealings with her
soul during the rise and progress of the malady with which she has
been so long and painfully visited. Suffice it to say, that her case
is a marvellous exhibition of the power, faithfulness, and divine allsufficiency of our God. The way in which her mind was stayed,
comforted-yea, even to joy and transport-under the many surgical
operations which she was called to undergo, was perfectly amazing.
It would too greatly harrow up the feelings of ollr readers, were we
to attempt to give a description of the ordeal to which she has again
and again been subjected. 'Ve will, therefore, cop tent ourselves by
quoting the remarks she made to, and in the hearing of, the devoted
friend who first introduced us to her, at I he time and under the circumstances mentioned in the leading article in our present J umber.
The words we are about to quote 'we took down, as repeated by that
friend lo ourselves.
"After the thirteenth operation," said R. W-- (the friend in
question), "she said, upon recovering from the effects of the chlor9form, I at the time holding her hand, 'Blessed Jesus, how good' Thou
art! It is "through much tribulation we must enter the kingdom."
"These are they which have come out. of great tribulation.'"
She
then sang. The doctor said, 'Poor thing!' 'I'm not a popr thing!'
was her reply.
' Death!' she said, 'would be to me life.' Moreover,
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at the close of the year, she blessed the Lord that He .had been
pleased to spare her another year."
These facts, we repeat, we had from the lips of her friend, -whose'
one prevailing wish is, that she could be placed in circulIlstances so
that she might bo able to continually wait upon her; and yet she.
herself (R. W--) has had to undergo the loss of a leg! It was at ahospital these two sufferers first made each 'other's acquaintance. r ,~
Ah. reader, 'what a God is our God! The Lord God Almighty'!'
So merciful, so gracious, so loving, so abundant in' grace and truth;;
"able [blessed be His great and ever-adorable' name!] to do exceeding.'
abundantly above all we ask or think." Well may His dear children'
(especially His tried and afHicted ones) sing" This God is the God we adore,
Our faithful, unchangeable Friend;
Whose love is a3 large as His power,
And neither knows measure nor end.
'Tig Jesus, the First and the Last,
Whose Spirit ,must guide us safe home;
'We'll praise Him for all that is past,
And l1'ust Him for all that's to come."

THE EDITOR.
COMMUNINGS BY THE WAY.
To the EditfJr oj the Gospel llfagazine.
DE..-\..R Du. DOUDNEY,-I have long thought of writing to you, but
now more particularly, vJt'er being favoured to hoar that, faithful
servant of the Most High God, Mr. SAUNDERS, proclaim the glorious
tidings of a full and free salvation in St. John's Church, in this town,
on Thursday evening. Several of my friends, with myself, were much
blessed. It was a "feast of fat things" to our souls, for which we
desire to bless and praise the Lord. My heart rejoiced because of
the unspeakable benefit, and I would to God that in that noble
building may yet be sounded forth, as heretofore, the full, free, and
unchangeable love of Jehovah, as manifested in the incarnation, sufferings, preciou!5 blood-shedding, and glorious triumphs of our ascended
and exalted Lord.
'
You know what a blessing it is to those engaged every Lord's Day,
in speaking to others, when favoured to hear a servant of God
proclaim from a full heart, as taught and blessed by J ehovah the
Spirit, the glorious things touching the King. I sat in St. John's
Church, Oil Thursday evening, in such a frame of mind that I' could
have shouted for joy-not only because of being blessed as it regards
my own soul, but also because the congregation were listening to such, f
solemn and discriminating truths.
': .I'
Our dear friend's text was l{o1Uans v. 8-10. I should have been
glad to have given you· a detailed account or the sermon, but must not
trespass on your valuabie time.
,
I have been led to contemplate' the Lord's wonderful dealings with
dear Mr, SAUNDERS, in bringi,ng down into the deep3; sinking in deep.
mire, where there' was no standing,; brought to despair of mercy, and
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seeing nothing but blackness, darkness, and tempest before him; and
also, the wonderful way in which the Lord laid his painful case on your
heart-your mid11ight pleaciings-earnest cries-yea, your full confidence
of restoration, even when his most painful case _.was at its highest state
of desperation. When, as far as human reasoning was concerned, there
was not the shadow of a hope, yet I remember your confident words,
namely, "If the Lord does not raise him up, He has never spoken by
me." And now, fully it has been proved as being of the Lord. ' What
a wonder-working God! "Let us exalt His name together." "I sought
the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my fears."
"This poor man cried, and the Lord heard "him."
Oh, the precious
benefit and blessing of prayer! In what thousands of instances have
we proved Jehovah's faithfulness and loving-kindness, in appearing for
our help in times of aeepest trial, when, as far as appearances were
concerned, there was a sinking, to rise no more! Ah! it is when
brought down to a state of self-nothingness, self-emptiness, self-loathing,
self-despair, then does our gracious God show Himself strong on .the
behalf of such' ill-and-hell-deser,ving sinners. It is then we are constrained to declare, "Himself hath done it." No human arm. No,
no! Self indeed-man's free will! "What is man 1" A sink of sin.
"I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) ciwelleth no good thing";
anq., yet there is some good thing in me towards the Lord God of Israel,
and, when our dear friend was setting forth, in his sermon, the certainty
of the Chureh of God being in glory, although beset with fears, doubts,
conflicts, darkness, and sorrow ofttimes here, I could respond inwardly,
and say, "Yes, blessed be the Lord, I surely shall be there, as a poor
sinner saved by grace, and crown our dear Lord, Rock, Husband,
King, Life, Peace, and Salvation, Lord of all'! "
"For ever with the Lord,
Amen, so let it be."
I have felt much sweetness in reading through your last valuable
work, "For Ever with Jesus." Sometimes, in reading, my eyes overflowed with tears. I hope to read it through again, as soon as I can
find some quiet moments. But I find myself burdened with the things
of this life, more or less, day by day; but even this, I have no doubt,
is right, therefore, I would not utter a word by way of complaining, but
rather, as one that hath obtained mercy, "utter forth the praises of the
Lord."
,
/1
Our dear friend, Mr. BARBER, is far from well, and I fear will be
'-' for the most part a prisoner during the winter months, deeply tried
and highly favoured.
We have recently held the fifteenth anniversary of my ministry among
the people here, and I desire to record with thankfulness the goodness of the Lord towards us, both in providence and grace. " Hitherto
the Lord hath helped us." To His name be all the praise.
May our God long spare your life to exalt, both in the pulpit and
with your pen, Him whom your soul loveth. The last times are now
upon us, and dark and sad indeed they are; but our -God is in the
heavens, and ever watching over the intprests of His beloved people;
therefore, let us stay ourEelves' upon,our God. All is, and shall be, well.
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With much love in the Lord, I am, dear Doctor, yours very sincerely,
in the path of tribulation and in hope of eternal glory,
Yewit, October 31st, 1885.
RICHARD VARDER.
P.S.-I find there are nine -or ten of our Sunday School children
May I ask the favour
anxious to learn, "Little Talks with Teacher."
of having sent to me one dozen of the' little books, as I shall be glad
to encourage the young to lay the precious verses up in their minds 7
Yours in love,-R. V.
UNDAY SOHOOL ANNIVERSARY, ST. LUKE'S, BEDMINSTER.
Ox the 15th ult., our usual Sunday School sermons were preached.
It was our twenty·sixth anniversary; and, as we contemplated the
large gatherings, and the hearty manner in which the services were
conducted, we could but mentally exclaim, "\Vhat hath God wrought't
This is the Lord's doings, and it is marvellous in our eyes." The
Rev. W. SAUNDERR preached in the morning, the Rev. \V. T. HOLLINS
in the afternoon, and we occupied the pulpit in the 6vening. The
correspondent who wrote in our October Number, from Ooventry, havin!!
stated that a portion of the hymn, "TVhy Jesus came [TOm Heaven to·
Die," had been adopted at their Sunday School anniversary, suggested
to tile Superintendent and Teachers of our Sunday School that it
should be adopted here likewise. We will leave it, therefore, to our
readers to imagine what we felt as we heard the dear children, joined
by a large congregation, singing the annexed lines to Olle of our good
old tunes. Personally unite in singing we could not. All we could
do, under the sacredness of that scene, was to plead with the Lord
that H.e would be pleased to send home to the heart the truths then
and there expressed with the lips. May He, of His great mercy,_
grant that these humble lines may prove to be as "bread cast uponthe waters, to be found again after many days." Amen and amen.
Xow, children, sing the reason why
Christ Jesus came from heaven to
die;
He left His wondrous throne above
To serve and su1l'er-all for love!
Of poorest parents He became
The little Babe of Bethlehem;
Shepherds who kept their flocks by
night
Were called to see the glorious
sight.
A star directed wise men where
The Infant Child and parents were;
There, in a manger, the Babe lay
Who had man's penalty to pay.

'Twas matchless love that broughtHim down
To bear the cross-then wear thecrown;
He came to suffer, bleed, and die
For sinners such as you and I.
To whom can sinners ever go
But to the One who loved them so 1
For He has shed His precious bluod
That He might bring them home to'
God.
Oh, may that blood wash out my si!' ~
Nor leave on me one single stain!
Oh, may my heart renewed be,
And Jesu's image stamped on me!

May Jesus guard me all the way,
Nor ever let me from Him stray;
Oh, may I in His Word delight;
I'd read by day and muse by night.
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Old Jonathan> m', The District and Pm'ish Helper.

_'"

London: W. H. and
L, Collingridge, City Pr~ss, Aldersgate Street.
rH]~ volume just completed will, we trust, prove as acceptable as the
many which have preceded it, and hence prove suitable as a prize or
gift-book for Christmas or the New Year. We' subjoin the Preface,
which reads as follows:-

. It affords the Editor of· this work real pleasure to address its readers
upon the completion of another volume. In doing so, it behoves him to
express his gratitude to the Most High for His great goodness in so far
countenancing his humble efforts to glorify ·His ever-great and adorablename,and to do what little he. could in promoting the temporal and
spiritual interests of his fellow-creatures.
Little did the Editor imagine when he ventured, well-nigh thirty years
ago, to enter upon this work, the time of its continuance, and to what
it would extend. It originated in a simple thought; and do not results
warrant. the belief that that thought was put into the mind by that Almighty
Being who "searcheth the hearts and trieth the reins of the children of
men" 1 Does it not, moreover, prove to a demonstration indeed, how
great His condescension, and how ready He is to interest Himself in our
mean affairs 1 Alas! how we dishonour Him in giving so little heed to His
W'ord, in which He exhorts and encourages us to "acknowledge Him in all
Qur ways, that He may direct our paths"! Moreover, He has said, by His
servant the Apostle, "Be careful for nothing, but in everything, by prayer
and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known unto
God; and the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keepyour hearts and minds, through Christ Jesus."
Hence the plainer, the more simple and llllreserved, our approaches to the
mercy-seat, the more we honour Him who waits to be gracious, and who
says, "Ask, and ye shall receive; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it
shall be opened unto you."
And oh, how rich, how full, how abundantly peaceful, satisfactory, blessed,
is the smile and approval of the God "in whom we live, and move, and
have our being"! It is "His blessing [and that alone] that maketh rich,
and He addeth no sorrow with it."
Dear reader, whoever thou art, wherever thou art, and under whatsoever
circumstances thou mayest be placed, may the Lord, of His great mIJrcy,
bring thee to that happy and unspeakably blessed conclusion, "As for me
and my house, we will serve the Lord."
Considering the Editor's far advanced age-within five months (at the
time he writ.es) of the completion of his seventy-fifth year-it is more than
probable that tnis will be his last annual address, Perhaps, therefore, he
cannot better close than by quoting a testimony just to hand, from a
aentleman with whom he was personally acquainted for upwards of twenty
years, and who, throughout that lengthened period, was engaged as a
solicitor, and that, moreover, with most promising prospects, as the immediate successor. of a very aged uncle, the head of the firm, .with whom he had
been so long associated. 'Thus he writes to a personal friend of our own,
under date, September, 1885, alluding to the very close study he had been
pursuing, as a preparation for the ministry-" I can truly say, the past
twelve months have been the very happiest I have ever spent. Such a con'trast
to the wretched, uncongenial life at Small 'Street, for twenty-two years. If
I could be sure of £2,000 a year in Bristol, from the law, I would not exchange
it for the less remun'erative, but far mJre enjoyable, sphere I now occupy."
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He writes' thus as a missionary in a far distant and obscure region. Such is
the satisfaction attendant upon the Great Master's servi!le. He speaks thus
whilst just" girding on his harness." After well-nigh forty years' humble
labour in that service, and when just about to "put off the harness," in the
firmest, the fullest, the most unqualified sense, the writer. endorses the
testimony, and declares that he has had ratified and confirmed, in rich and
happy and blessed experience, what were his thoughts and conclusions more
than forty years ago-C'I would sooner [he mentally exclaimed] have the
mares pittance in the Lord's service, than riches-yea, and every luxury-=-in .he world, and apad from that serrice."
The EditOr would add that he has proved, moreover, the truth of the
()()uplet"Make you His service your delight,
Your wants shall be His care."
Reader, as verily as Jehovah liveth, He will be true to His word-He is a
God that cannot lie- c, Seek ye first the kingdom of God ~nd His ricrhteousness,
and all these things shall be added unto you."
0

The Twelfth Annual Report of the Gospel Book Mission to the Army and
lYa1Ylj.
Salisbury: Charles BrideI'.
To every lover of Jesus, the spread of His name and His fame must be a
matter of intense interest.. fIe cannot be indifferent to a subject of such
vital importance. Yea, the more-.divine love is shed abroad in his own
heart, the more desirous he will be to follow the notable example of the
Psalmist, where he exclaims, " Come and hear, all ye that fear God, aud I
will declare to you what He hath done for my soul." This is one blessed
and unmistakable fruit of the Gospel, wheresoever and whensoever it
has taken hold of a poor sinner's heart. So directly contrary are the
operations of divine grace to the mere n'atural or human. In nature, the
possessor is anxious to rett~in.. in grace, the participant is equally or
more anxious to impart. In nature, it is get,. in grace, it is give. Now,
those acquainted with the Mission, the twelfth Report of which now lies
before us, must have watched with pleasing interest its progress. With
regard to the summary of the annual expenditure-not in point of actual
cash, but of money value-we find that, at its commencement, in the first
year, he expenditure was £26 7s. lOd. Year by year it has gone on, not
in a smole instance going back, until it has reached the princely sum, for
its . "Wetf&h annual i-sue, of £ I, 122 6s. We greatly rejoice in the fact,
nor can "We contemplate it without thinking of the vast amount of good
that mus have been effected by the spread far and wide-yea, to the
very ends of the habitable globe-of .so much sterling truth; and this,
moreover, as opposed to the poisonous and destructive literature so rife in
the present day. The enemy is by no means inactive or indifferent in his
work of sowing tares. Who shall say-nay, the last great day alone will
reveal-the amount of good that has been effected by means of this, as
well as other Missions ~ This Magazine contains, from time to time, testimony upon testimony as to the welcome in far distant places the works
sent among our poor soldiers and sailors meet-how conviction, under the
blessed Spirit's power, here and there is effected, and how inquirers are
iniitructed, the wavering established, the hungry fed, the thirsty refreshed,
the weak strengthened, and the depressed and fearful cheered and comforted. The present Report, being thinner than its predecessors, furnishes
less of these testimonies than usual. We regret this. The more numerous
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they are, the deeper the interest they awaken, a.nd the more likely to
stimulate the work. We cannot close this notice without a grateful
record of the following statement, which we quote from the Report:"Coast-Guard Stations.-The thousand copies of Retmcings and Renewings which this Mission presented to the lighthouse and light-vessel
keepers, in 1882, and coast-guard stations, in 1883, have been blessed
and owned of God. One old man kept his copy by his bed-side until
his death, and, then his widow wrote for another copy to lend among
her neighbours. It would be interesting [continues the Report] to know
the exact history of everyone of these volumes, but it is the glory of
God to conceal much of His matter. We have this very day traced a tract
that we sent to China in 1883, and, after being carried to other lands,
it was finally sent back to a dear old mother in England, both of whom
it has heen the means cf leading to the Saviour.
"Who that has seen the little groups of white-washed cottages, which
dot our four thousand miles of rolled-out coast-line, can forget. the
intelli:c'ent sentinel of the white ensign, with. his huge telescope and
.
signalling apparatus 7"
Pflrsonally, we may add, we cannot forget such, having been so
familiar with them for nearly eleven years; and most thoroughly can
we endorse the statement in regard to their intelligence and the deep
interest they take in reading, so as thus to occupy their minds on
their solitary watch or lonely walk.
Pea1'ls of Wisdom from the Pambles of Christ. By A. L. O. E. London:
Morgan and Scott.
THIS estimable work consists of twenty-four chapters of expositions and
meditations on the parables of the New Testament. Like all other works
of this talented author, the"book before us is fraught with simplicity and,
at the same time, with a peculiar persuasiveness and power. The work is
beautifully got up, with a well-executed illustration specially designed for
each chapter.
C(tlvinism and Morisonianism. A Controvej·.~ial Correspondence. Glasgow':
Thomas Mitchell.
THIS correspondence having been carried on in a public newspaper, before
it re-appeared'in its present pamphlet form, we could but hope, during
its perusal, that many who might not otherwise be drawn to the subject
may be led to consider and give heed thereunto. To our own mind, the
defence of Calvinism was both Scriptural and conclusive.
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