THE

GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
U
If

It JEaUS

COMFORT YE, COMFORT YE MY PEOPLE, SAITH YOUR GOD:·

ENDEAVOURING TO KEEP THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT IN THE BOND OY PEACE!·

CUnIS'X, THE SAMEYESTEltDAY, AND TO.DAY, AND FOR EVER." "WHOM TO KNOW IS LIFE ETERNAL:'

No. 252,
NlIW SERIES.

}

DECEMBER, 1886.

~gt

No.1,452,
{ OLD SERIES.

JamiIa iJodhm;

OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT.

" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God:'-2 COR. i. 4.

THE FURNAOE AND ITS FRUITS.
(Ooncludedfrompage 659.)

WE may rest assured, dear reader, that the three Hebrews
never had so favoured a season, nor anything approaching it, for
real and supernatural enjoyment, as that when they walked in
the midst of the burning fiery furnace; and why? Oh, it was
because Jesus was with them, in sweet and blessed manifestation.
They were in no haste to leave so marvellous a scene, or to be
severed from so divine 11 Companion. It far, far exceeded all
they could ever have imagined, and beyond doubt infinitely
surpassed all they ever experienced both befol1e or after, as regards
their earthly pilgrimage. It was a bright and blessed spot indeed
on that pilgrimage. Nothing could compare with it. How
glorious the fact that, in spite of the over-heating of the furnace,
"not a hair of their head was singed; no, nor -the smell of fire
had passed on them." All they had lost was their bonds. They
wero cast into the furnace tied and bound, but they walked in it
and they walked out of it as the Lord God Omnipotent's free,
unfettered men-the children of light, love, and liberty indeed.
Could we question these three Hebrews as to the most happy
and enjoyable season they ever had on earth, beyond all doubt
their reply would instantly be, "When we were in the furnace";
and in liko manner would all the Lord's children testify that it
is in connoction with trial and affliction, loss and cross, the Lord so
endears liimself, by His presence, power, and promises, as to
render such times and seasons the happiest in their existence.
And now, dear reader, as by the time what we now write is
in your hands, we shall have arrived at the last month of this
fast-receding year, we would affectionately ask, in taking a
retrospect of the whole, whether, as the issue of all its trials,
sorrows, cares, and anxieties-whatever and wherever the furnace
work may have been, whether it is not true of the suffering and
tried ones that" not the smell of fire had passed on them"?
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We repeat that, as we contemplate the dear children of God,
in all their varied positions, and as having each and all realized
the fact, "In the world ye shall have tribulation," and "It is
through much tribulation ye must enter the kingdom," may we
not say, ill spite of all they have been called to pass through,
" Not the smell of fire had passed on them J, ?
Again and again it might have appeared to them as though
this or that furnace had been "heated seven times more than it
was wont to be heated," and they might have been the subjeots
of ten thousand fears and the darkest and most gloomy apprehensions of inevitable destruction; still, as a blessed issue, and now
beholding "the end of the Lord" concerning .them, and the
loving and Fatherly discipline through which they have been
called to pass, must we not bear testimony to the fact that
"upon their bodies the fire had no power, nor was a hair of
their head singed " ?
Although, at certain times and seasons, when under heavy pressure, with "their heads· bowed down like a bulrush," and it
would seem as if premature old age, with its manifold infirmities,
had set in upon them-yea, as if they and theirs were all going
to destruction-yet, when the Lord had again appeared, and once
more made bare His mighty arm, how changed the aspect! How
bright and beaming with gratitude the very countenance which
before had bespoke anguish of heart and a troubled spirit indeed!
The condition of such an one is described in Elihu's address
to J ob-" God speak~th once, yea twice, yet man perceiveth it
not. In a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep
falleth upon men, in slumberings upon the bed; then He openeth
the ears of men, and sealeth their instruction, that He may withdraw man from his purpose, and hide pride from man. He
keepeth back his soul from the pit, and his life from perishing by
the sword. He is chastened also with pain upon his bed, and the
multitude of his bones with strong pain: so that his life abhorreth
bread, and his soul dainty meat. His flesh is consumed away,
that it cannot be seen; and his bones that were not seen stick
out. Yea, his soul draweth near unto the grave, and his life to
the destroyers" (Job xxxiii. 14-22). How real-yea, how agonizingly true-is such an experience with respect to many of the
dear children of God! And who but those who have been in
the position know what it is to feel, "his soul draweth near unto
the grave, and his life to the destroyers"? Oh, how dense the
gloom, and how dark and drear the apparently impending destruction!
But then, mark the marvellous change-the wondrous transition! Can it be in very deed .the same man? "If thel'e be
a messenger with him, an interpreter, one among a thousand,
to show unto man his uprightness." In other words, if there be a
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man sent of God to minister to such a dejected, depressed, all-butdespairing one, declaring that, in spite of his condition, as a poor,
lost, helpless, undone sinner, and notwithstanding his impurity,
unrighteousness, ill-and-hell-deservings, there is made known to him,
as provided for him in the Person and work of his Hedeemer,
his Daysman, his Substitute and Deliverer, a perfect righteousness, a spotless purity, all and everything that a just and holy
God can require, and that set down to his account-by imputation, verily regarded as Ms-what is the effect? What the
blessed result of this home-sealing and heart-application? What,
when that precious truth is realized in the heart and conscience,
"Then He is gracious unto him, and saith, Deliver him from
going down to the pit; I have found a Ransom"? What, but
that striking change-that wondrous transformation-" His flesh
shall be fresher than a child's: he shall return to the days of his
youth"? Ah! and how equally true, in rich and heartfelt experience, "He shall pray unto God, and He will be favourable unto
him; and he shall see His face wW~ Joy."
Mark this, reader-" he shall see His face with ioy ! " Yes, and
that after all the darkness, the g'loom, the all but absolutely
despairing utterance, " I shall see His face no more. It is for ever
hidden-eternally withdrawn!" "He shall see His face with iOll"
-now by faith-glimpses, glances-momentary, passing, fleeting
-but, at the same time, with the blessed Gospel hope and precious
faith's earnest that, ere long, he should see that face in open
fulness and blessed reality, and, moreover, never again to be hidden.
The beholder never more to be subjected to circumstances which
should lead him to exclaim, "Will the Lord cast off for ever? and
will He be favourable no more? Is His mercy clean gone for
ever? Doth His promise fail for evermore? Hath God forgotten
to be gracious? Hath He in anger shut up His tender mercies? "
Snch would be altogether foreign language now! The" seeing
His face with joy" would completely obliterate the veriest need of
suoh utterances. They would in very deed be of the past, never,
never again to be adopted as the feelings and the fears of the
formerly tried and tempted one.
The marvellous change, even in the very countenance, spoken of
by Elihu is, in substance, repeated by the Prophet Isaiah-" He
giveth power to the faint, and to them that have no might He
increaseth strength. Even the youths shall faint and be weary,
and the young men shall utterly fall: but they that wait upon
the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with
wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they
shall walk, and not faint" (Isa. xl. 29-31).
What careful observer of the Lord's dealings with His dear
people but has witnessed these mighty changes, in their varied
()xperiences? What darkness, desolation, and dread, at one season,
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in times of perplexit,y, or, it may be, business harass; and yet, in
striking contrast, how refreshed, cheered, animated, when the
Lord has again interposed, and, in the most blessed and unquestionable manner, proved, by the very timeliness, aptitude, and effectual
character of the deliverance, that it was His interposition, and His
only!
Such deliverances have ,been well compared to the joy of a
travailing woman, "who straightway forgetteth her pains when she
heareth that a man child is born." How true, moreover, "They
shall drink, and forget their poverty, and remember their misery
no more"! How blessfldly this has been felt by those whom the
Lord has been pleased to deliver from the depths of worldly care
and anxiety, and thus affording them relief for the time being,
and ere fresh anxieties and new perplflxities overtake them! Why,
the deliverance has been so marked and so blessed as, for the
time being, to forego any fear or dark and gloomy forebodings as
to any after-trial or difficulty, perplexity or care. The succour
is so evid811tly of God, and so God-like, as to be attended with
these precious sensations of faith and fearlessness.
Possibly, howeYer, this dejection and sadness were purely of a
spiritual natzwe. It had naught to do with circumstances, or position,
in a worldly point of view. The anxiety was confined to soul
mattel"s, and such was felt to be their importance as to supersede
and place in the background all other considerations. Even this
-is a blessed state of things, when compared with the condition
of men by nature, as wholly reckless and indifferent to such
concerns, momentous and all-important as they are. Well might
the poet say-" But more the treacherous calm I dread
Than tempests bursting o'er my head."

The ground for thankfulness, in this respect, is but partially,
if at all, discovered, whilst the poor anxious and newly-awakened
soul is in a state of unrest and uncertainty about his real condition.
Still, others on his behalf can see the vast and all-important
distinction, and such an one's former state, or the position of
those still in nature's darkness and heathenism. Let us look
at the matter for a moment.
Oh, how fearful is the condition of a soul " dead in trespasses and
sins," and yet that deadne~s not in the leastwise foregoing the awful
consequences of departing this life in such condition and under
such circumstances! How infinitely better to be in a state of disquietude, or even terror and dismay, than indifferent to danger
and ntterly regardless of consequences!
What would be thought of the man who was paddling about,
or sitting at ease in his frail boat, whilst, at the same time, it was
'gradually, but not less really, taking him on and on and on to
the rapids, which would presently seal his destruction? Nay, at
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the moment of writing, what is thought of the foolhardy men who
are presumptuously imperilling their precious lives in connection
with the Niagara Falls? Such may be ridiculed and condemned
for their folly j but that folly-real and justly condemnable as it
is-bears no comparison with the folly of an intelligent creature
braving the remonstrances of conscience, rejecting the startling
appeals and exhortations of the Divine Word, and shutting his eyes
to the manifold daily proofs of his own mortality. Conscious that
he must die-knows that his very breath is in his nostrils, and is
unaware as to what moment he (like thousands of his fellow-men)
may be called away-and yet, withal, no real heartfelt concern as to
whither he is going. Resolved to risk the matter-to brave the
consequences-to solace himself with the idea that he shall stand
as good a chance as others; and that, if he is condemned, such
others will have to share that condemnation. This he thinks will
be a relief; whereas companionship in sin and transgression now
will only prove an aggravation of the awful consequences hereafter.
This is clearly foreshown by the parable of the rich man, who
said, "I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him
to my father's house: for I have five brethren; that he may testify
unto them, lest they.also come into this place of torment." How
significant was the answer-" They have Moses and the prophets
[the'divine law and its interpreters]; let them hear them. And
he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from
the dead, they will repent. And he said unto him, If they hear
not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though
one rose from the dead."
Now, how does this statement prove the merciful condition of
those who are arrested-who are brought into a thoughtful, inquiring, anxious consideration about the welfare of their neverdying ,souls! Better-far better-be the subjects of an intense
solicitude as to "What shall I do to be saved?" than seeking
to have one's fill of so-called worldly pleasure and delight, indulging the idea that "to-morrow shall be as to-day, and much
more abundant," whereas "they know not what shall be on the
morrow." For aught they know to the contrary, the mandate
may even now have gone forth-" Thou fool, this night shall thy
soul be required of thee! "
We would, therefore, congratulate such as may be lawfully anxious
and beoomingly concerned about their immortal soul's well-being.
What can compare with it? What saith the Soripture? "What
shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world, and lose his
own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his
soul? "
Be the present anxiety what it may, or doubts and fears as to
ultimate consequences however numerous, yet hoW' great is the
mercy if the reader can say-
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" Determined to save, He watched o'er my path
W hen, Satan's blind slave, I sported with death" !

Oh, that " sporting with death"! How significant this saying.
but oh, how true! And who broke the fatal spell-who awoke
and aroused from the awful delusion-but the Lord Himself?
Reader, say whether or not the poet has drawn a correot
portraiture of the human heart, or man's state by nature, in the
following lines"The carnal mind takes different ways,
And different objects she surveys;
She's pleased with things that suit her taste,
But hates the God of truth and grace " ?

Reader, this is strong language, but we ask, Is it not too true?
Don't you know it to be true? Haven't you found it to be sc>
personally and experimentally? Would you not, had you thQ<
power, have hurled J ehovah from His throne? What can bestronger and more emphatic than the Apostl~'s own testimony,
"The carnal mind is enmity against God: [antagonism-hatred
itself!J it is not subject to the law of God; neither indeed crm
be "? Again, do we not read, "Can the Ethiopian ohange his
skin, or the leopard his spots? Then [and not until thenJ may
ye also do good, that are accustomed to do evil"?
Further, says the poet"No beauty in the Lord she views,
Nor is she charmed with Gospel news;
She sets at naught, with vain contempt,
The Man the Lord J ehovah sent."

Does not this statement perfectly agree with the foreshowing·
of the Prophet Isaiah, "He is despised and rejected of men" i'"
and, again, with tbe testimony of the Evangelist, "He oame unto
His own, and His own received Him not"?
"She hates Him as the Mighty God,
The Church's Wisdom, Life, and Head;
His Priestly office she disdains,
And wantons with His wounds and pains.
"Whatever office Jesus bears,
Or in what glorious form appears,
She was, and is, and still will be,
Against Him dreadful enmity."

The poet then puts the question, and, reader, we put it too. Let
consoience give the answer. If taught of God, we know what that
answer will be" Is this the case? Yes, Lord, 'tis true,
And I've a carnal nature, too,
That fights with all its hellish might
Against the God of my delight."
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Reader, what say you? Do you fall under the charge? Do
cry, "Guilty, Lord, guilty"? What a mercy if this be the
case! You are not in your former condition-" dead in trespasses
and sins "-if this be your honest acknowledgment-your heartfelt
confession. The Lord has done great things for you, if you are
brought here, and even no further. But stop! Let us pause a
moment. See if there be not a something in opposition-a silent,
tender heart-whisper, in spite of all"Yet "-[oh, mark the" yet." Blessed be God for the "yet "Jyo~t

"Yet, bless the Lord, through grace, I feel
I have a mind that loves Him well;
Nor shall the dreadful power of sin
My better part from Jesus win."

And this testimony is in sweet accordance with that of the
Apostle Paul, where, at the close of the seventh chapter of Romans,
he says, "With the mind I myself serve the law of God, but with
the flesh the law of sin." What a paradox! but, nevertheless,
it is that which the quickened, or new-born, soul painfully but
practically and profitably understands. Hence, in his new natureship, he adds, with the poet before quoted" May grace not only live and reign,
But may its power be felt and seen;
Dear Lord, my every foe subdue,
And make me 'more than conqueror,' too."

We cannot but pause here to remark how sadly even the Lord's
own Spirit-taught and Spirit-led children fail to see and acknowledge what the Lord has done for them, if only brought to the
state and stage of experience just set forth. In their anxietyand a lawful anxiety, in one sense, we admit it is-to be able to
"read their title clear to mansions in the skies "-yea, to "make
their calling and election sure"-they fail, at least in great measure,
to see what the Lord has already done for them. Are they now
where they were and what they were? Has there been no change?
no alteration whatever? What? Do former pursuits and bygone pleasures and enjoyments suit them now? Does the novel,
the concert, the ball-room, the theatre, the race-course, the gay
society, the frivolous talk, satisfy them now? Is there no contrast
between past and present in these and other· respects? Is the Bible
the dry and un-read Book it once was? Are the people of God
despised now as they formerly were? Has the house of God no
attraction? Is the Sabbath the dreary day now as before? Are
the services of the sanctuary wearisome as once they were? Is the
watch or the clock looked at as they used to be, again and again,
during the sermon? Whence, then, and why the change? Does
it throw no practical light upon that precious Scripture, "If any
man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed
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away, and, behold, all things have become new"? What about
the verse ?-is there no feeling-no peculiar sensation-as it is
:read or sung" I love to meel; among them now,
Before Thy gracious feet to bow,
Though vilest of them all ;
But can I bear tlle piercing thought, What if my name should be left out
When Thou for them shalt call?' "

Ah! reader, all this betokens new, divine, imperishable, eternal
life-a God-bestowed and a God-maintained gift, emanating from
that all-glorious Being who declared, "I give unto My sheep
eternal life, and they shall never perish, neither shall· any man
pluck them out of My hand."
And is there no cause for thankfulness for this?
Again let the fearing, doubting reader compare notes, not
simply with his own former state, but let him contrast it with the
condition of those just now spoken of as "dead in trespasses and
sins." Is there no distinction? no difference? Does the one in
the leastwise assimilate to the other, in regard to pursuit, habit,
pleasure, or enjoyment? Are they not as contrary, the one to the
other, as it is possible to be? Oan those who continue in their
carnal and first··born state and condition say" Should I joy His saints to meet,
Choose the ways I once abhorred,
Find at times the promise sweet,
If I did not love the Lord 1 "

Why, to the spiritually-dead and non-quickened soul, such languftge would not only be absurd, but nauseous in the extreme. It
would disgust rather than delight. It would provoke the snee1' of
contempt rather than the smile of hope and approval.
Again, is there no ground for gratitude, if the reader has been
taught the fallacy of a mere formal religion-the going through a
round of duty-set services, rigid observances, and the like, by
which the devotee imagines he comes up to the divine requirements, and vainly supposes, as a matter of course, he is entitled
to heaven? How great the favour and how distinguishing the
mercy if, under purer light and the Spirit's own divine operations, the reader has been led to discover the utter fallacy and the
destructive consequences of a course of things, the which numberless thousands in the present day are following, to their own ultimate shame and everlasting confusion and disappointment.
Oh, how great the mercy where the Holy Ghost has led His
quickened ones into a Scriptural insight of' a counterfeit faith and
a mock system of so-called relig-ion! How great the mercy if
He has been pleased to apply His own Word to the heart and
conscience, "To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrificea
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unto Me ? saith the Lord: I am full of the burnt offerings of rams,
and the fat of fed beasts; and I delight not in the blood of bullocks,
or of lambs, or of he goats. When ye come to appear before Me,
who hath required this at your hand, to tread My courts? Bring
no more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto Me; the
new moons and Sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot away
with; it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting. Your new moons
and your appointed feasts My soul hateth: they are a trouble unto
Me; I am weary to bear them" (Isa. i. 11-14). Mark how the
Lord rebuked the professed worshippers of His day with a "Woe
unto you, Pharisees! for ye tithe mint and rul" and all manner of
herbs, and pass over judgment and the love of God: the8e ought
ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone. Woe unto
you, Pharisees! for ye love the uppermost seats in the synl).gogues,
and greetings in the markets. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are as graves which appear not, and the
men that walk over them are not aware of them" (Luke xi. 4244). See, too, what the Lord says by the Prophet Amos-" I hate,
I despise your feast days, and I will not smell in your solemn
assemblies. Though ye offer Me burnt offerings and your meat
offermgs, I will not accept them: neither will I regard the peace
offerings of your fat beasts. Take thou away from Me the noise
of thy songs; for I will not hear the melody of thy viols" (Amos
v. 21-'-23). How great the mercy if the Holy Ghost has revealed
to the previously benighted lllind the solemn fact, "Behold, Thou
desirest truth in the inward parts, and in the ltidden part Thou
shalt make me to know wisdom." How great the mercy, moreover, if the Holy Ghost has correspondingly awakened the earnest,
heartfelt cry, "Search me, 0 God, and know my heart: try me,
and know my thoughts: and see if there be any wicked way in
me, and lead me in the way everlasting" (Psa. cxxxix. 23, ,24).
Now, we contend that, in their anxiety for yet further mercies
and enlarged discoveries of the precious comforts arising from adoption and heirship, the dear children of God are so apt to overlook what the Lord has done for them. The spirit, on the
contrary, that it behoves such to seek to possess is"To thank for the present,
And then ask for more."

The Lord loves to be reminded of what He has been and what
He has done; and the very endeavour to 1'emember and aeknowledge, commonly leads on to 8olieitation and appeal. How blessed
is the connection-" Who delivered us from so great a death, and
cloth deliver; in whom we trust that He will yet deliver us."
Now, here, upon the part of the Apostle, is a testimony in regard
to both past and present, and a simple, child-like trust with
respect to the future. This, dear reader, is the spirit and tone
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of mind it behoves us to crave at the Lord's hand. And be it
ours to keep before us the great fact that we are called to "walk
by faith, not by sight."
Increasingly convinced we are that it is the very height of
folly, upon the. part of the child of God, to look for a time or to
expect circumstances in whioh he will be able so to see before him
as to judge for himself j in other words, to reach a period and be
familiar with a state of things when he will be less poor and
needy and more independent than now. We repeat, it is vain
-utterly so-to anticipate a time or a position in whioh knowledge, experience, attainment, shall supersede that feeling of
nothingness and helplessness, poverty and prostration, which necessitates the never-ceasing cry, "Lord, help! Lord, teach! Lord,
guard! Lord, guide! Lord, uphold! Lord, instruct! Lord,
protect! Lord, bless! Lord, carry on-oomplete-crown! Lord,
'do as Thou hast said '-' The Lord will give grace and glory:
and no good thing will He withhold from them that walk uprightly.' "
Once .again, and finally, dear reader, whilst taking a review of
the year now fast hastening to its close, or in retracing all the
weeks and. months and years of pilgrimage, what is your conclusion as to the trials and temptations, perplexities and cares?
Have they in the leastwise injured us? Could we have done
without them? Could the veriest iota have been dispensed with?
Severe as the ordeal through which we have at times been called
to pass, may we not bear our humble testimony to the fact, however intensely heated the furnace may have been, that the ultimate
result was only illustrative and confirmatory of the former declaration, in regard to the three Hebrews"NOT THE SMELL OF FIRE HAD PASSED ON THEM"?

St. Luke's, BBdminster.

THE EDITOR.

SONGS OF THE WILLOW; OR, POETICAL PRAYERS FOR
TH.E WEAK IN FAITH.
TRE PRESENCE OF CHRIST.

WHEN Jesus cameo and speaks a word,
How soon our clouds all flee!
We wonder at our doubts and fears;
No danger then we see.

Life's narrow way we cheerful tread;
No burden on our back;
But upward, onward, still we go,
And keep life's shining track.

How sweet the light which cheers
our eyes!
How bright the path we go!
We triumph in redeeming love,
And leave behind each foe.

Oh, that this light would longer shine!
Our love more constant burn!
Then from Thee, Lord, we shall not
stray,
Nor from Thy precopts turn.

Brighton.

W.

POOLE BALFER:!f.
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GOD NOT A REQUIRING GOD, BUT A GIVING GOD.
[H was announced on the wrapper of the October number of the GOSPEL
MAOA7.lNE that, God willing, I should give the Gospel Address at the Corporation Rooms, Manchester, on the evening of the 14th of October. The
Lord, however, ordered it otherwise, for, at the time mentioned, I was laid
!\sido with illness, and entirely unitble to carry out the arrangement. I
think, however, that it is due to our Manchester friends to say that I have
woaved the line of things I intended, by God's help, to take, into our current
I ' Notes," which I trust will in measure repair the disappointment I
hearmany felt at my absence. I would only add an expression of my indebtedness to the Rev. JOHN MILEY, of Middleton, for so kindly' supplying the
vacancy, and that, too, at a very short notice.-G. C.]
"Jes~ts ansuered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, ana
who it is that saith to thee, Give Me to drink, thou uouldest have asked of
Him, and He would have given thee living water."-JoHN iv. 10.
"If thou kneuest."
Ah! our blessed Lord hits just the point.
People do not know or recognize Him as "the Gift of God," any
more than the poor ignorant Samaritan woman addressed. Hence they
place creature gifts before "the Gift of God." They don't know, and
therefore the Lord Jehovah is looked upon as a requiring God instead
of a giving God, giving in mercy and in love. They don't know, therefore they set up a creature coming to Christ, instead of Christ's creative
power coming to them. They don't lcnow, and therefore think they must.
advance-they must act-they must accept-because they have not
learned the lesson that Christ has done all, and that it is "by grace
ye are saved, through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift
~f God.. not of works, lest any man should boast," &c.
For one, I do know and have realized the truth that Christ is "the
Gift of God," and therefore to my dying breath I must proclaim that,
throughout the whole matter of our eternal salvation, my God is not a
rcquiring God, but a giving God. If God were a requiring God,
whatever would a man do who is up to his neck in the business of
this world to gain the bread that perisheth for himself and family ~
It would go hard with him if this, that, and the other were required
of him. But no; it is otherwise. A giving God knows His struggling
ono, and fulfils His promise, "As thy days, so shall thy strength be"
-upholds wondrously, and, giving him grace in the midst of his,
incessant care, slips in just that which is needed.
" Yes," says the zealous creature-worker, "God requires of you a clean
heart." Then I am sure He must give it me, or I should never possessit. And He does give it. Hear His own promise-" A new heart als()
will I give you, Imd a new spirit will I put within you; and I will take
away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart.
of flesh," the result of which shall be, "Ye shall walk in My statutes,
and ye shall keep My judgments, and do them." Oh, then, is He not,
a giving God, and not a requiring God 7 . And this is the point I now
ask the Spirit to establish in our experience, and substantiate it by
tho Word of God, to our comfort and joy.

I
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Now, the narrative before us is so familiar to all Bible-readers
that it will not need us to do more than refer to it as bearing out
mu point; ~md I am sure we cannot have a stronger proof of it than
in the conversion of the Samaritan woman, for, from first to last, it
was all with her a matter of divine gift. That her name was written
in the Lamb's book of life from before the foundation of the world is
-evident from the statement that our Lord "must needs go through
Samaria." He had forbidden His disciples to go into any of the cities
of Samaria, because He meant Personally to take the message of salvation
and love to this poor unworthy woman. We say" unworthy," for she
was a sinner of the deepest dye. This is evident, for she was living in
adultery-" Thou hast well said, I have no husband: for thou hast had
five husbands; and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: in
that thou saidst truly." And then she was extremely ignorant, and
quite blind with regard to spiritual things, which called forth our Lord's
;remark, "Ye worship ye know not what." And yet to this idolatress
-this ignorant and sinful woman-Jesus manifests Himself as the true
Messiah-" I that speak unto thee am He." That the scales dropped
from her eyes, and the gift of eternall~fe was imparted, who can doubt,
when she gave evidence of it in her proclamatjon to her neighbours
.and friends-cc Come, see a Man which told me all things that ever I
did: is not this the Christ ~ " Nothing can be clearer than that, from
first to last, all was a matter of gift with this woman at the well. And
I believe she is but a type of the Church of Christ; and in the same
way, to the Lord's blood-bought people, who constitute that living
Church, from first to last everything that is essential to their eternal
-salvation is a matter of gift.
And, in order to show that the Lord Jehovah's mind was thus upon
"gifts," in all His plan and purpose of salvation, notice that He
gave that greatest of all gifts to His Church, His only-begottrD
'Son, our ever-adorable Saviour. This was implied in our Lord's own
'Words to the woman-" If thou knewest the Gift of God." That Gift is
Himself. Christ is the Gift of the Fathe1'. Note the Father's own words
upon this point-CC I, the Lord, will give Thee for a covenant of the people,
for a Light of the Gentiles"; and, again, "Behold, I have given Him
for a Witness to the people," He "gave His only-begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth on Him should never perish." And Christ, in
acknowledging Himself as the Gift of the Father, says, "My Father
giveth you the true Bread from heaven"; and that there can be no
d~)Ubt but what He referred to Himself as the Gift of God, He adds,
"I am the Bread of Life," just as He did after speaking of the Gift of
'God to the woman at the well. He tells of Himself as that Gift"Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water
shall thirst again, but whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give
him shall never thirst, but the water that I shall give him shall be in
him a well of water springing up into everlasting life."
And then the Lord J ehovah has another glorious and precious gift
for us, namely, the gift of the Holy Ghost. He gave, we are told, His
Good Spirit to instruct and lead His people through the wilderness.
Equally so is this gift the gift of the Son, the co-equal God, proof of
which He gave when His disciples had met in that upper room at
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., (ll'usalem. Jesus appeared after His resurrection in their midst, and,
hl'oathing on them, said, "Receive ye the Holy Ghost."
ILore, then, are two gifts for us, beloved-the gift of Christ, and
1,1111 gift of the Holy Spirit-showing us that the mind of God from
Lilo first and throughout is on "gifts," and that our God is not a
I'llquiring, but a giving God. Say, does not such teaching suit such
!lOOI', helpless, needy sinners as you and me 1 and does it not show
lIH what a gracious God is ours 1 But, further'hrist's people are the gilt of the Father to Christ, as He Himself declares,
"Thou hast given Me power over all flesh, that I should give eternal
life to as man.'/) as Thou. hast given Me." Then God did not, in the councils
of eternity and the covenant of grace, give all the world to Christ in
the way of salvation. If He did, Christ's words, "As many as Thou
hast given Me," would be a niisnomer. This expunges at once the
flesh-pleasing notion of universal redemption, as not being according to
the purpose and plan of the Father. And of our blessed Lord's estimate
f the Father's gift He gave full proof, in suffering and dying for them,
"the Just for the unjust," and in His memorable desire on their behalf"Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me
where I am, that they may behold My glory," &c.
But a step further. And note with us that all the gifts and blessings
which He grants unto His people .flow from the fulness of CMist, "in
whom dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily." "Lift up your
heads, 0 ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors!" What for 1
That the King of Glory may pass through, in all His fulness, for He
hath ascended up on high, after finishing the work the Father gave Him
to do, to dispense the gifts He has gained for His blood-bought ones.
And He measures them out according to their spiritual need-" My
God will supply all your need, according to His riches in glory by
Christ Jesus."
The fulness of Ohrist-the infinite treasures of grace and mercy with
which He is filled. We can never come too often to such an inexhaustible fountain; and these countless flowings from our covenant
Head will bring us to see h:Jw the Church is well called the fulness of
Christ, implying that wondrous union and identity which makes the
mystical body of Christ one in Him and with Him-" Which is His
body, the fuluess of Him that filleth all in all."
Oh, do not let us pass over this gracious fact! We do not half
grasp it ! Ohrist's fulness ! Why, look! Christ is the fulness of creation,
to begin with-" Thine, 0 Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and
the glory, and the victory, and the majesty; for all that is in the
heaven and in the earth is Thine. Thine is the. kingdom, 0 Lord, and
Thou art exalted as Head above all."
Christ also is the fulness of providence-" By Him we live, and move,
and have our being."
Further, Christ is the fulness 0] the Gospel. No Christ, no Gospel.
He is the Fountain-Head of truth-yea, He is the Truth Himself-and
he who would make full proof of the ministry of the Gospel must
preach Christ "All and in all."
Again, CMist is the fulness of preservation-" When thou passest through
the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall
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not overflow thee j when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not
be burned, neither shall the flame kindle upon thee." Why not ~
"For I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Salvation"
-the fulness of divine preservation of both soul and body.
Again, ChTist is the fulness of grace-" Of His fulness have we all
[the members of His mystical body1 received, and grace for grace," or
"grace upon grace," for every position of need. Pardoning, comforting,
restoring, preventing, sanctifying, reviving, persevering, and dying grace!
What precious fulness !
And then, Christ is the fulness of gloTy, and we shall dwell with Him
"in whose presence is fulness of joy, and at whose right hand are
pleasures for evermore."
Oh, belov~d, volumes might be written. upon this one word fulness, in
reference to Christ! But we must confine our thoughts to this one point
-that out of Christ's fulness flow all the blessings and gifts He bestows
upon His Church and people.
Seeing this, look at that great gift of salvation, for it is a gift.
Hence, again and again in the Word it is called" God's salvation,"
and the child of God cries, "I have waited for Thy salvation, 0 Lord" j
and dear old Simeon says, "Mine eyes have seen Thy salvation." If,
then, it is God's, and the Christ of God is salvation, if we possess it,
it must have come to us in the way of gift fro~ a God of sovereign
grace and mercy" Salvation in Christ for a poor guilty race,
Contrived by wisdom, accomplished by grace;
The gift of my Fathe1', the purchase of blood,
Imparts all my comfort, and honours my God.
" Salvation bestowed without money or price;
The poorest and vilest herein may rejoice;
For pardon, acceptance, and life are so free,
They come to Manasseh, and Mary, and me."

Such views bring out our point most encouragingly to the poor
sinner-that salvation is not a matter of requirement, but gift j not a
"You must do this and do that," but that all is done for you.
And now, if we look at this subject practically and experimentally,
we shall see how, in the enjoyment of this gift of salvation, everything
also is a matter of gift. Of course, to realize it, there must be divine
life. And is not this a gift 1 "I give unto them eternal life, and they
shall never perish." Christ told the Samaritan woman that, if she had
asked of Him, He would have given heT living wateT. God, who is the
Creator of the natural life, is also the Creator of spiritual life, which life
(mark) does not spring from the natural, but is entirely distinct from
it. "Ye must be born again." It would seem, with our Bibles in our
hands, unnecessary to prove this. Scripture truth is so plain upon it j
but, alas! the teaching of the present day makes it necessary to insist
upon this distinction again and again, for we are told, "It is an oldfashioned theology which divides the world, and speaks of men as
'living and dead,' 'lost and saved '-a stern theology, all but fallen
into disuse." God keep us among the faithful, then, who contend for
the truth. The Bible is not a Dook of an age j it is a Book for
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eternity. Its teaching is as forcible and real now as it was in the
days of the Apostles.
And what says this dear old, yet ever new Book, about the matter?
Why, it declares, "He that hath the Son hath life, and he that hath
not the Son hath not life."
Here is a plain and positive distinction
surely. And, again, "That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit." " The carnal mind is enmity
against God: it is not subject to!the law of God, neither indeed can
be." "To be carnally-minded is death; but to be spiritually-minded
is life and peace." "Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard
his spots? Then may ye also do good that are accustomed to do evil."
Can anything be plainer? With such truths before us, we unhesitatingly declare, in spite of all the specious and learned books around
us, that grace never can and never will spring from nature, and that
spiritual life is not simply a development of ordinary life, but it is as
the Word declares-a new creation; a being born over again; "Christ
in us, the hope of glory." "Nevertheless it is net I, but Christ that
liveth in me."
It may be asked, "Then how does this wondrous life come about?"
ERSKINE tells us truly.
He says, "God speaking can make us both
hear and live, though we be as dead as stocks and stones. He spoke
the old creation out of nothing, and He can speak the new creation out
of us, who are worse than nothing." Ah! that is it! I have felt it,
and know it to be true; therefore, with gratitude of heart, I declare
it.
And then notice, dear reader, further, that the two elements of this
practical experience of life divine are fa'ith and repentance-" Repentance
towards God, and faith in our Lord J eSUil Christ," both of which are
said emphatically to be gifts from God.
Faith. Just one passage-" Unto you it is given on the behalf of
Christ, not only to believe on Him, but also to suffer for His sake."
Mark the words, "it is given you to believe," and that is why we do
believe in Christ.
Again, repentance-" If God will peradventure give them repentance, to
the acknowledging of the trutli." And again, "When they heard these
things they held their peace, and glorified God, saying, Then God
hath also to the Gentiles granted [or given] repentance unto life."
Yes, beloved, if we know anything of a godly and genuine repentance, God the Spirit has given that repentance, "to the acknowledging
of the truth," and which is unto life. Many more passages might be
added to show both these elements of life. Faith and repentance are
the gifts of a giving and not requiring God. He never requires of
human nature that which it is impossible to give.
And then, again, as we jog along in·the journey of life, we feel what
need we have of wisdom, for verily we sometimes experience what
God's servant did when he said, "So ignorant was I, I was as a beast
before Thee." And is wisdom one of God's gifts to His people ? Verily
it is. "The Lord giveth wisdom: out of His mouth cometh knowledge
and understanding." "If any of you [that is, the brethren spoken of]
lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all [that is, all the
brethren] liberally, and upbraideth not." He does not upbraid us for
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our lack of wisdom, but supplies in times of need, so that" the righteous
speaketh wisdom," testifying to the truths of the Gospel, to the comfort and instruction of other lovers of divine things. Christ is "made
unto us wisdom," and we can tell out things concerning Himself which
He tells us.
And then there is another thing which must occur to us, namely, I
must have a righteousness to appear before God. It is certain nature
cannot give it me. Where is it to come from 1 Is righteousness a
gift 1 Most certainly it is. "Bring forth the best robe, and put it on
him."
Ah! then the righteousness I have and need comes from the
Father's wardrobe, and is a seamless garment, the gift of the King of,
kings-" Their righteousness is of Me, saith the Lord." This will- do.
Again I see my God is not a requiring God, requiring of me what I
do not possess; but a giving God, giving me what He possesses- a
free and unmerited gift to a poor unworthy sinner. I take it. I
receive it with a joyful and overwhelmed heart.
Again, I need "holiness," "without which no man can see God."
I cannot find it in the creature. Where can I get it 1 Let us see,
beloved. And mark this fact-Holiness is not the way to Christ, but
Christ is the Way to holiness. Why, the high priests themselves, who
bore on their breastplates, "Holiness to the Lord," were they holy men 1
Far from it. Look, for instance, at Eli. His conduct in honouring
his sons above God, and kicking at His sacrifices and offerings, brought
down upon him the censure of the Almighty. Ananias, again, concerning whom Paul said, "God shall smite thee, thou whited wall."
No;
one and all of the high priests who have passed away were sinful men
like ourselves, liable to temptation, and needing to make atonement for
their own sins. It is the same now. There are many putting on the
garb of sanctity who are at heart enemies to God and His truth. Vle
shall look in vain for creature-holiness, even under the garb of religion,
as the way to Christ. No; Christ, as we have said, is the Way to
holiness. "An highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called,
The way of holiness." That way is Christ. Christ" loved the Church,
and gave Himself for it, that He might sanctify and cleanse it with
the washing of water by the Word, that He might present it to Himself a glorious Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing,
but that it should be holy and without blemish." Holiness, then, is
Glvrist's gift to His Chunh.

Then, as we press on in this wearying world, what need we have of
Well, beloved, these
are distinctly gifts from God in times of need. Is it not written,
"The God of Israel giveth strength and power unto His people" ~
(Psa. lxviii. 35.) And Isaiah declares concerning Him, "He giveth power
to the faint, and to them that have no might He increaseth strength."
How comforting! Perfect weakness cast upon the almighty strength
of Jehovah, who faithfully fulfils His promise, "As thy days thy
strength shall be."
And there is another very preciolls "gift" so much needed we must
note, namely, peace-sweet peace, which cheers amidst life's load of care
and sorrow. "The Lord will bless His people with peace" (Psa. xxix.
11); and the Prince of Peace Himself says, "My peace I give unto
strength and power to battle with its requirements!
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you j not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart
be troubled, neither let it be afraid." This is indeed
" A peace that cheers my heart,
Lifts me above the earth,
Bids all my doubts and fears depart"
And proves my heavenly birth.
" This peace, by Jesus given,
Is felt by saints alone;
The prelude and the pledge of heaven,
Where all His charms are known."
And so we might go on enumerating all the accompaniments of
God's salvation, and proving them all His gifts. We can only give
one more, namely, the climax gift of the Trinity-glO1'Y! This is a
gift so inestimable, each Person in the glorious Trinity is j.loncerned in
its presentation. Hence we read, concerning the Eternal Father, "He
will give grace and glory" j and, again, the words of the Eternal Son
Himself, "The glory Thou gavest Me I have given them"; and further,
the part taken by the Holy Spirit in this matter-" We are all changed
into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the
Lord." And this climax gift, like all that has preceded it, has been
procured by Christ for His people-cc For it became Him for whom are
all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto
glory, to make the Captain of their salvation perfect through suffering."
" Within the veil, before the throne,
Where Jesus lives and reigns,
Each ransomed soul, with joy unknown,
A glorious mansion gains.
" Washed in the Saviour's precious blood,
And justified by grace;
Filled with the fulness of their God;
Received in Christ's embrace."
But it may be said, " Well, but you have made the whole matter of
salvation, and its attendant blessings, so much a principle of gift from
first to last, that there really is nothing for the creature to do at all."
'Well, come, now, free-grace man as I am" I will concede this. There
is something left for the creature to do, after all, and that· is, to
receive all God's gifts and blessings with gratitude and thankfulness.
But even here I must pray for the spirit of gratitude and thankfulness
to be given, for very often, with overwhelming blessings, we have
thankless hearts, unless the Holy Spirit melts into a full sense of the
mercy and goodness that are at work for us. So, after all, it comes to
our starting-paint-we need all from Him who is the Giver of gifts.
Homely and humbling lessons these-crucifying to the flesh, but true
to the teaching of God's Word and our own heartfelt experience.
The Lord, then, has graciously given us salvation, and all its attendant blessings, and we desire to be very thankful for the evidences we
have that we are interested in it. The Elistaste for the pleasures of
sin and the world-the longings for the joys of salvation-such are
3 B
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the tests of life. Panting after God-satisfied with nothing short or' a
precious Christ-sick of the world and its ways-all this shows we
have covenant life to walk in the ways of the Lord j covenant light, which
makes us joyous in the Lord j and covenant sight, to discern that which
concerns our spiritual welfare.
But it may be said, "Well, but does not God bestow His gifts to
good men, and to men of integrity and moral uprightness ~" How
does such a thought ,fit into that expression, "even to the rebellious " ?
And, again, "He came not to save the righteous, but sinners" ~ God
never gives spiritual gifts on the ground of moral uprightness. Not
that we would undervalue conduct and character for a moment. They
are all very well in their place j but it must be patent to us that to
the most undeserving, the most unworthy-" even to the rebellious"the Lord manifests His grace and mercy, that His own name may be
the more magnified.
There is just another view of our subject we should like to take
before we close, and it is a question which has been brought recently
much before us, namely, Does God require at our hands the salvation o}
souls? for such is the teaching of the day-that, from lost opportunities,
souls are in hell for whom Christ died. I do not believe it. But
take an example. There is that very kind Christian lady who spends
much time in visiting the wards of a hospital, and, sitting beside the
suffering one, breathes out prayers and sayings of comfort to the one
in need. Praiseworthy work! God forbid that we should raise a
finger against it! But there is brought in late at night a painful case.
The visitor longs to pour into that suffering one's ears words of consolation. She strives to do so, but the hour is late, and the opportunity
fails. Determining to step in in the morning, and pay that one an early
visit, she does so. But, alas! the suffering one has passed away ere
she could say a word for the Master to her. Now she is in distress
and agony of spirit. She argues, if she could only have had one word
with the departed! She rebukes herself, and lOOKS upon it as a lost
opportunity. Now, is that soul lost because the visitor lost that opportunity of speaking to hel' ~ I think not. Personally, through reticence
of disposition and a natural shrinking to converse with strangers, I
feel terribly backward in this matter. But are souls lost on account
of. my reticence and shrinking ~ I say emphatically, No! no! This
would be to disarrange all God's purposes and plans, and to make
the covenant of grace no covenant at all. I take it that, while "words
in season" are as "apples of gold in pictures of silver," yet, if hindrances come in the way, God did not intend that they should be
spoken. He has His own ways and means of saving souls. He forbade
His disciples going into any of the cities of Samaria to preach the
Gospel, that He Himself might pass that way, and, by His own power,
save an elect vessel of mercy. He wants not human aid. No, no!
a poor sinner for whom Christ died-for whom He shed His precious
blood-can never be lost.
" Grace brings salvation from above,
The gift of everlasting love,
Complete and perfect, just and pure;
Hence all the Church must be secure.
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Father's honour He'll maintain,
Jesus shall for ever reign;
Spirit's unction shall be given,
all the Church brought home to heaven."

God certainly is a requiring God, but of whom ~ We reply, Of
Christ, not the poor sinner. He requires of Ohrist a salvation which
IIe has completed and finished on Oalvary. He requires of the Holy
Spirit that everyone for whom Ohrist died shall be saved, and brought
home to heaven; and Christ shall "see of the travail of His soul,
and be satisfied." Lost opportunities, then, as far as His everlasting
salvation is concerned, are an impossibility.
Weigh with us, dear reader, these things we have written. Is God
a cruel task-master, requiring of His creatures things they cannot perform ~ We reply emphatically, No, He is not! Is He, then, a kind
and gracious God, giving that which He knoweth we have need of ~
We reply with equal emphasis, He is! Then are we not right in
tracing Him as the Gi'IJe'1' of gifts, worthy of our praise, adoration, and
thankfulness 1
Those of you who think so will have gone with us in our meditation,
in the which we have seen how the Eternal Father has given us the
greatest of all gifts, His own dear Son; how Father and Son have
given the Ohurch the gift of the Holy Ghost, to direct, guide, instruct,
and comfort His people-a people who are themselves the gift of the
Father to Christ, our blessed Lord having given full proof of His
estimate of the gift. Then we have seen that all spiritual gifts and
blessings have been procured by Christ, and flow from His fulness, who
is the fulness of creation, providence, the Gospel, preservation, grace,
and glory. From that fulness we receive the gift of salvation, of
eternal life-a life totally distinct from nature, and which the Lord
Jehovah Himself brings about. Then we have traced how, in the
practical realization of that life, all is still a matter of gift-faith,
repentance, wisdom, righteousness, holiness, strength, power, peace, and
the climax gift, everlasting glory-it being ours to receive all with
gratitude and thankfulness. Then we have met the question, Doe;;
God require at our hands the salvation of souls 1 "He doeth as
seemeth Him good in the armies of heaven, and among the inhabitants
of the earth." "Behold, the clay is in the potter's hand: so are ye in
Mine, 0 house of Israel."
In conclusion, then, I would say, Let us honour and uphold Christ's
work and gifts. One of the secrets of the Bible is that, while His
people sung His praises, He worked for them. We could fill another
paper with Scriptural evidences of this. Be it ours, then, to magnify
His name, and He will magnify His grace in us. We will praise and
He will perform; and our experimental rejoicing shall be in the fact
that our God is not a requiring God, but a giving God, and, therefore, He must have, and shall have, all the glory.
Bttrton-on-Trent.
G. C.
IT is winter with us, in comparison of what it shall be when we
shall be raised personally to sit with Christ in heavenly place,s.
3 E 3
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~ilgrim ~tl}rers.
CHRIST PRECIOUS TO BELIEVERS.
"Unto you thm'efore which believe He is precious."-l PETER ii. 7.
AMONGST all the Apostles, there was perhaps not one who was more
competent, or better qualified, to speak of the preciousness of Christ
than the Apostle Peter. He had been with Him on the mount of
transfiguration, and had seen the glory on Him there ; and so enraptured
was he with it that he exclaimed, "Lord, it is good for us to be here"
(Matt. xvii. 4); and, notwithstanding he had denied Him, wi~h curses
and oaths, he had experienced His wonderful forgiveness, as manifested
in that never-to-be-forgotten look of love and compassion, that broke
the poor penitent's heart, filled his soul with pious grief, and caused
him to weep bitterly (Matt. xxvi. 75). JOHN KENT well describes this
in the following touching language"Here, self-condemned, behold he lies,
Nor dares to heaven lift up his eyes;
While down his cheeks in torrents roll
The deep contrition of his soul."
Peter had also been an eye-witness of the dear Redeemer's majesty
(2 Peter i. 16), had seen the effects of His power and Godhead, in
the miracles which He wrought, the wonderful cures which He effected
on the bodies and in the souls of poor sinners, and was also a witness
of His resurrection and of His ascension into heaven (Luke xxiv. 3451).
Let us now, as the Holy Spirit shall help us, look at the matter in
the following orderI.-To whom the Apostle is speaking.
2.-0f whom he is speaking.
3.-The chamcte1'S in which Christ is precious 0 believers.
1. To whom the Apostle is speaking-believers. He says, "Unto you
therefore which believe," and a very interesting account of these
believers is given in these Epistles of Peter, and how they became such.
Let us consider for a moment what it is to believe. We understand it is to be persuaded of the truth of something upon the
testimony of another, or upon evidence furnished by facts and circumstances within our own knowledge or experience, and upon which we
rest our conclusions. This was strikingly illustrated in the case of the
Samaritans, on the conversion of the woman of Samaria (John iv.).
We read that many of the Samaritans "believed on Christ for the
Faying of the woman" (vel'. 39). They heard her testimony, and believed
it. But this believing would seem to be merely an historical faith,
and somewhat like that mentioned by Mr. HART"He that believeth Christ the Lord,
Who shed for man His blood,
By giving credence to His word,
Exalts the truth of God:
So far he's right, but let him know
Further than this he yet must go."
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But there were many more Samaritans who believed because of
Christ's own word (vel'. 41). They heard His blessed testimony themselves, and felt its powerful influence, and accordingly believed, not
from what they heard from the woman, but what they heard from
Christ Himself. This was believing" to the saving of the soul" (Heb. x.
39). It therefore behoves us to see that we believe aright, for upon
thIS depends our salvation.
'
Then we conclude it is those persons to whom the Holy Spirit has
revealed Christ, in His Person, work. and office-characters, some of
which will be noticed hereafter, that He is precious to, and to none
others. To all those untaught by the Holy Ghost, He "is as a
root out of a dry ground, and hath no form or comeliness" (ha. liii.
2); and it is sovereign grace alone that makes the difference between
believers and unbelievers.
Dear spiritual reader, each of us, having been made a believer, may
well say" Oh, to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be ! "
In all ages of the world Christ has been precious to His people-i.e.,
highly valued, much esteemed, by them., Let us look at a few instances
recorded in the sacred Scriptures, commencing with Old Testament saints.
He was precious to Abmham, who "rejoiced to see His day." " He
saw it, and was glad " (John viii. 56), on that memorable OCC!1sion when,
in obedience to the divine command, he took his only son, the'darling
one of his heart, on whom all his, hope and expectation of the promised
seed rested, to offer him up for a burnt-offering upon one of the mountains in the land of Moriah, which God told him of (Gen. xxii. 2);
and there, in that solemn transaction, saw, by the eye of faith, what
was afterwards to be accomplished by the dear Redeemer for the salvation of His people.
He was also very precious to Jacob, when He blessed him at Luz
(Gen. xxviii. 19) and Peniel (Gen. xxxii. 30); and Jacob remembered
and spoke of the blessing at the former place on his dying bed (Gen.
xlviii. 3), for Christ was undoubtedly the Man who, in human form,
wrestled with the Patriarch, and suffered Himself to be overcome by
him, for we read-" This is He that was in the Church in the wilderness" (Acts vii. 38).
,
He was also precious to the Psalmist. Hence we hear him breaking
out, "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul; and all that is within me, bless His
holy name. Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His benefits:
who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; who
redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies ,. (Psa. ciii. 1-4).
And methinks He must have been precious to Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego in the fiery furnace, when He was walking with them
there (Dan. iii. 25), and when, by His almighty power, He " quenched
the violence of the fire" (Heb. xi. 34); and I should imagine that
was the pleasantest and happiest walk they ever had-far more delightful
than being in Nebuchadnezzar's palace-for God's people well know
that Christ's presence constitutes their heaven. Mr. NEWTON says-
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" And prisons would palaces prove,
If Jesus would dwell with me there."

Daniel also must have found Him very precious in the lions' den, for
no doubt Christ was' the Angel referred to as having been 'sent to
"shut the lions' mouths" (Dan. vi. 22), and who made those ferocious
creatures as docile as lambs, and the den a Bethe!.
Having glanced at a few Old Testament saints who proved the preciousness of Christ, let us now turn to some New Testament ones.
There is Mary Ma,qdalene, out of whom He had cast seven devilsa perfect monster of iniquity-and yet she was not beyond the reach
of sovereign mercy. What an instance was this that, "where sin'
abounded, grace did much more abound" (Rom. v. 20). To show how
precious He was to her, she was first at the sepulchre after His burial,
in search of the Object of her affections; and, to show her devotion to
Him, had brought sweet spices to anoint His sacred body with (Mark
xvi. 1). But when she arrived there, and found He was gone she knew
not where, sorrow filled her heart, and she wept (John xx. 11). But
presently He appeared, inquired the cause of her weeping (ver. 15), made
Himself known, and called her by name (ver. 16). At His welcome voice,
her grief was turned into joy, and it would seem t,hat she wanted to
embrace Him, for He said unto her, "Touch Me not" (ver. 17); and
with gladness she went "and told the disciples that she had seen the
Lord" (ver. 18).
Then there is the woman He met at Simon's house (Luke vii. 37, 38),
who, it appears, was reputed as one of the worst of sinners-a prostitute-but, wonderful to relate, a vessel of mercy; and so precious was
He to her that her faith embraced Him as her Saviour (ver. 50) before
He had manifested Himself to her as such, for it was not till after His
dialogue with the Pharisee that He pronounced her sins forgiven (ver. 48).
The sense of these, and the belief in the forgiveness of them, so filled
her soul with gratitude and contrition that her eyes poured forth a flood
of penitential tears, with 'which she washed His blessed feet, which were
to her more precious than rubies, seeing they had brought salvation to
her guilty soul; and she could well say, "How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of Him that 'bringeth good tidings; that publisheth
peace; that bringeth good tidings of good; that publisheth salvation"
(Isa. lii. 7).
.
What an unspeakable mercy it is, dear reader, that salvation is for
sensible sinners; and how true it is that publicans and harlots go into
the kingdom of God before self-righteous Pharisees (Matt. xxi. 31).
The adorable Redeemer must also have been indescribably precious
to the dying thief, when He conveyed to the poor wretch, whilst hanging
on the gloomy gibbet, the joyful intelligence, "To-day shalt thou be
with Me in paradise" (Luke xxiii. 43). This was indeed "a brand
plucked out of the fire" (Zech. iii. 2).
Mention should likewise be made of Paul, who, after the revelation
of Christ to his soul, was so overwhelmed with the preciousness of his
blessed Master that he determined "not to know anything among men
save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified" (1 Cor. ii. 2). Everything else,
in comparison with the dear Redeemer, sank into insignificance j hence
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we hear him saying that he "counted all things but loss for the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord" (Phil. iii. 8).
To rightly comprehend how precious Christ must have been to Paul,
his history should be carefully read and studied.
Let us now proceed to the second branch of our subject-of whom
Pete?' is speaking. This undoubtedly is Christ, as appears from the
fifth and sixth verses, who is called" a Chief Corner-Stone." In Isaiah
xxviii. 16, He is called" a Tried Stone," which seems a very proper
definition of Him, for He was tried by God the Father, who entrusted
the whole Church in His hands, that He should work out salvation for
them by standing in their law place, room, and stead, and bring them
safely home to heaven, which work He finished on Calvary's cross (John
xix. 30), and then went up with a shout (Psa. xlvii. 5) of victory to
glory, where He presents them to His holy Father, "perfect and entire,"
"not an hoof left behind" (Exod. x. 26), with, "Behold, I and the children which Thou hast given Me" (Heb. ii. 13). He was tried, too, by
Satan, but the devil found nothing in Him to work upon (John xiv. 30),
and all his vile temptations had no more effect upon our glorious Head
than the serpent has upon a rock (Prov. xxx. 19). He has also been
tried by His people, in all ages of the world, who have placed their
{)nly hope of heaven on Him, and have ever found Him, notwithstanding all their numerous sins and transgressions, a merciful, faithful,
loving, kind, and compassionate Saviour, whom they extol as "the
Chiefest among ten thousand, and the altogether lovely" (Solomon's Song
v. 10, 16); and, under a deep sense of His superabounding goodness,
sometimes exclaim, "Who is a God like unto Thee, that pardoneth
iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of His
heritage 1" (Micah vii. 18.) And yet this "Chief Corner-Stone" is
disallowed by the builders, the Pharisees, scribes, and priests, who
reject Him with disdain; but upon these He will fall, and grind them
to powder (Matt. xxi. 42).
We now pass on to the third head of our subject-to consider the
<;hamcters in which Christ is precious to believers. Primarily, as a Saviou?..
Here we behold Him as our Emmanuel-God in our nature-" God with
us." By the mysterious union of the two natures, human and divine, in
the Person of the Lord Jesus, He became a suitable Saviour for sinners.
lie must be God, for none less than God could save sinners (Mark
ii. 7); and He must be Man, in order to die for the sins of His people.
It was said of Him, "And thou shalt call His name Jesus, for He shall
save His people from their sins" (Matt. i. 21). And, as it was foreseen
that their sins would be many and great, and that they would require
a, Saviour, God promised to send them a great One (Isa. xix. 20), which
He did in the fulness of time, who redeemed them from the curse of
tlll;- law, to which they were liable as Ada.m's posterity and as actual
transgressors (Gal. iv. 4, 5).
Christ is also precious to His Church as a Prophet. In very early
days, the Lord said unto Moses, "I will raise them [His people] up a
Prophet from among their brethren like unto thee, and I will put My
words in His mouth, and He shall speak unto them alLthat I shall
command Him " (Deut. xviii. 18). This was requisite, for God knew
they would go astray as soon as born (Psa. lviii. 3)-be blinded by the
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god of this world (2 Cor. iv. 4)-would walk in darkness (Isa. lix. 90)
-be foolish and ignorant (Psa. lxxiii. 22)-and would, therefore, require
a Prophet to guide, enlighten, and instruct them in the things of God,
and to expound His mind and will unto them. And who so suitable for
this office as His beloved Son, who was One with the Father (John
x. 30)-" was by Him, as One brought up with Him, and whose delights
were with the sons of men" 1 (Prov. viii. 30, 31.) And this office Christ
has faithfully performed (Heb. ii. 2), by making known God's purpoRes
of love and mercy unto them-that "in the world they should have
tribulation, but in Him peace" (John xvi. 23)-and that, at the end of
their earthly career, He had prepared for them in hEaven a mansion,
that where He was they might be also (John xiv. 2, 3).
Christ is likewise' precious to His dear children as their Surety or
Substitute. I prefer substitution to suretyship, for in suretyship the
creditor usually looks first to the principal debtor for payment, and if
he fails, the surety is then called upon to pay; but in substitution the
substitute takes' at once the debtor's place. So Christ died in the
room and stead of His people. When the Holy Ghost quickens them
into divine life, they find that, by nature and by practice, they arc
sinners in God's sight, and, as a consequence thereof, must die the
death due to sin, and be shut up in the pit for ever, unless they are
ransomed. I}l the councils of eternity, Christ undertook to redeem
them from the curse of, the law by being made a curse for them
(Gal. iii. 13), which was accomplished on Calvary, when He uttered
those memorable words, "It is finished" (John xix. 30). An end of sin
was then entirely made, the demands of divine justice satisfied, and
the transgressors let go free; and these are" the ransomed of the Lord,
who return to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads"
(Isa. xxxv. 10) -songs of electing grace, redeeming love, matchless
mercy, justifying righteousness, and final victory over all their foes.
We now pass on to consider our blessed Emmanuel as precious to
His people as their Advocate, to plead their cause in the court of
heaven. In addition to their original sin they are, through the
infirmities of the flesh and the power of :::latan's temptations,
continually transgressing against God in thought, word, and deed; a~d
for this the devil will be perpetually accusing them. But their Advocate
meets all the accuser's charges, by pleading the. satisfaction He has
made for their sins (Rom. iv. 25); and, as He is also their Judge (Isa.
xxxiii. 22), to whom the Father has committed all judgment (John v.
22), this plea is accepted, for His judgments are just and righteous
(Psa. xix. 9), and the poor debtors are acquitted; and God gives them
at times a blessed assurance thereof, by sealing it home with divine
power to their hearts.
There are other office-characters of Christ in which He is preciouG
to His people, namely, as King and Priest j but, as we have recently
considered these in another piece on "The Secret Places of the Stairs,"
in the March number of the present year, page 146, we pass over
them here.
And now, dear reader, let me ask, What do you and I know
about Christ's preciousness 1 We must soon die, and it behoves us to
see that we are right for eternity. It will ayail us nothing to know
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that Jesus was precious to other persons, unless we have found Him
so. 'Vell, through sovereign grace, I can truly say He is more precious
to me than fine gold, than the golden wedge of. Ophir (Isa. xiii. 12).
Before He revealed Himself to me as my Redeemer, I had heard HIS
servants and people speak of His preciousness, howbeit 1 understood
not their words; but when He manifested Himself to me as my
Snviour, my soul was filled with unspeakable joy, and I saw such
beauty, glory, and excellency in Him, that I could then say, the one
half of His preciousness had not been told me (2 Ohron. ix. 6). But,
since that auspicious time I haye had many days of darkness (Eccles. xi.
8); have often had to go mourning without the Sun of Righteousness
(Job xxx. 2) j have had many unbelieving fears, :md frequently lost
the sensible presence of my best Friend. But He has again appeared,
restored unto me th<J joy of His salvation (Psa. li. 12), and once more
sent me on my way rejoil:ing (Acts viii. 39), so that I find my pathway through the wilderness to be full of ups and down~, and I expect
it will so continue to the end of the journey. But, amidst all these
changes, my God gives me to rest on His divine faithfulness, and at
times a sweet persuasion that I shall stand in my lot of eternal joy,
at the end of the days (Dan. xii. 13) of my pilgrimage.
We will now close our interesting subject with that sweet hymn of
BERRIDGE'S" And if with lively faith we view
" Exceeding precious is my Lord;
His love divinely free;
His dying toil and smart,
And hear Him say, 'It was fall'
And His dear name does health
afford
you! '
This breaks the stony heart.
To sickly souls like me.
" It cheers a debtor's gloomy face,

And breaks his prison door;
It brings amazin~ stores of grace
To feed the Gospel poor.

" A heavenly joy His words convey;
The bowels strangely move;
We blush, and melt, and faint away.
O'erwhelmed with His love!

" In such sweet posture let me lie,
And wet Thy feet with tears,
Till, joined with saints above the sky,
I tune my harp with theirs."

JIastings.

GERSHOllf.
DEW·DROPS.

" The people is hungry, and weary, and thirsty, in the wilderness."2 SAMUEL xvii. 29.
THE never-failing care and tenderness of his God is wonderfully
manifested to David during his flight from Jerusalem to escape
Absalom's wretched conspiracy; and when Ahithophel's wicked counsel
is, by an overruling God, defeated, and David arrives at Mahanaim,
lle finds friends appointed to meet him and provide for him in
abundance, so that again he, and the people with him, could testify
to the loving faithfulness and goodness of their God. They" brought.
beds, and basons, and earthen vessels, and wheat, a.nd barley, and flour,
and parched corn, and beans, and lentiles, and parched pulse, and honey,
and butter, and sheep, and cheese of kine, for David, and for the people
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that were with him, to eat; for they said, The people is hungry,
and weary, and thirsty, in the wilderness.'"
And is not their position ours to-day, beloved 1 Are not God's
people in this wilderness a hungering, thirsting, and a weary peoplehungering after the Bread of Life, and satisfied with nothing short
(If it--thirsting after fountains of living waters, and weary and much
discouraged because of the way 1 It is surely the characteristic of
.each child of the living God, and an evidence of their new birth,
that they hunger and thirst after life; and so, blessedly"These humble desires, these wishes so weak,
'Tis Jesus inspires, and bids you still seek."

They are satisfied with none hut Christ, and since "whom having
not seen, they love," their position is that of a seeking family. They
seek only to find Him more precious, so that they long to know more
and more of .Him. They come to Him hungry, and go away fed.
They hunger again, to find in Him a never-failing source and supply.
They thirst after the fountains of living waters, only to find, the more
they know of their preciousness, the more they need. The streams
issuing from the Fountain-Head are blessedly provided them on the
journey, whilst with joy they look up and long for the time when they
shall know the ocean of His love in all its fulness to them.
Hungry, weary, thirsty! What a true description of each in the
Hving family! He knew their position as such, and Himself has
said, "Blessed are they that hunger and thirst." After what 1 "After
righteousness, for they shall be filled." The cn,use of their hunger and
thirst is in Himself, and once "having tasted that the Lord is gracious,"
they come again and again, to find Him increasingly precious. Their
need of Him, too, is felt the more because nothing on earth satisfies.
All below is fleeting, changing, unsatisfying; and so it is arranged by
the God of love, that it may drive His children home to rest in Him
alone, and to depend on His goodness for all the comforts they are to
.expect on their wilderness journey. "These all wait upon Thee, that
Thou mayest give them their meat in due season. That Thou givest
them, they gather: Thou openest Thy hand; they are filled with good."
Oh, beloved, there is God's wonderful order in the chain of His
providence again set forth in these 'Yords, "in due season." A time in
His hand to give, and a time to withhold! And yet we fret and
murmur when we are hungry and thirsty, and yet find the "food
convenient" withheld from us! But, when He gives us our manna,
that we gather, and from His open hand we are filled with good, and
thus go on our way, fed, satisfied, rejoicing, until our need is felt
again, for, like the children of Israel of old, we find the manna must
be renewed for each day's supply. Yesterday's will not do for to-day,
neither can we look forward to to-morrow's supply when, as yet, we
know not how exceeding great may be our need. But His promise
shall stand, and be proved by everyone of His poor, hungering,
thirsting children-" But my God shall supply all your need, according
to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus."
And then to the weary He gives precious lifts by the way,
tenderly, as their Guide, keeping close to their side, to raise them up
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when they fall-to choose out the path for them-and as a shepherd doth
" feed his flock, gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his
bosom, and gently lead those that are with young," so the Lord, our
Shepherd-King, doth lead, and guide, and care for His people. "My
people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and in sure dwellings,
and in quiet resting-places." And oh, do we not know what it is
to come upon these Elims in the desert-these little habitations of
peace-the certainty of our sure d welling in Him, and resting in quiet
places 1 It is then that we can look forward to the eternal rest He
has in store for us. " There remaineth therefore a rest for the
people of God," and to this rest of glory in Him He is bringing us,
there to sing eternal praises to Him who has so marvellously dealt
R.
with us in His loving-kindness and tender mercy.
CHRISTMAS, 1886.
TUNE-"

Ehm Greenland's Iey Mountains," or, "The Ohul'eh's One Foundation."

COME, listen to the story
Of God's great love to man!
Angels descend from glory
To sing the wondrous plan" To us is born a Saviour j
Peace and good-will to men:
Sing' Glory, glory, glory!'
Repeat the glad 'Amen I' "
The love of God, how joyous!
The love of Christ, how free !
Angels unite in chorus
While they His mercy see" To us is born a Saviour;
Peace and good-will to men:
Sing' Glory, glory, glory! '
Repeat the glad' Amen! ' "
We'll sing the" old, old story"The love that's ever new;
It brought Him from the glory,
Our nature to renew"To us is born a Saviour;
Peace and good-will to men:
Sing 'Glory, glory, glory!'
Repeat the glad 'Anien I ' "
, To save from condemnation,
His precious blood He shed;
To bring a full salvation,
He suffered, died, and bled-

" To us is born a Saviour;
Peace and good-will to men:
Sing' Glory, glory, glory!'
Repeat the glad 'Amen!'"
And now, in highest glory,
He sits upon His throne;
While we repeat the story,
Redemption's work is done" To us is born a Saviour;
Peace and good-will to men;
Sing 'Glory, glory, glory!'
Repeat the glad 'Amen!'"
Soon, soon shall we behold Him
In majesty divine,
And cast our crowns before Him,
While in His light we shine" To us is born a Saviour;
Peace and good-will to men:
Sing' Glory, glory, glory!'
Repeat the glad 'Amen!'"
Come, listen to the story!
Aloud His love proclaim,
Till every ransomed sinner
Joy in Emmanuel's name" To us is born a Saviour;
Peace and good-will to men:
Sing' Glory, glory, glory! '
Repeat the ,slad 'Amen!'"
AUNT

Lucy.

Ill' God dries up the water on the lake, it is to lead you to the
unfailing fountain. If He blights the gourd, it is to drive you to the
tree of life. If He sends the cross, it is to sweeten the crown; for
HO cross, no crown; no rain, no rainbow.
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DR. DOUDNEY ON THE MURDER OF BISHOP
HANNINGTON.
(From the Western Daily P"ess, November 1st.)

TAKING for his text Hebrews xi. 4, "He, being dead, yet speaketh,"
Dr. DOUDNEY, at St. Luke's, Bedminster, last evening, said:These words are afresh fulfilled in regard to the late beloved and
lamented Bishop HANNINGTON. In connection with his death, the Most
High has spoken, and that most emphatically, to the very ends of the
earth. If, as I presume was the case, the Bishop's diary was published
in the London daily papers as it was in the Bristol journals, it must
have been read by hundreds of thousands, if not by millions, of our
fellow-creatures. Hence the Bishop, "being dead, yet speaketb," and
that loudly indeed. . From that wretched hut in the midst of his
desolation, anguish of body, and in the near prospect of a violent and
cruel death, he speaks. He virtually asks, "Do you personally know
my God, and do you realize the power and preciousness of that Word
by which, in my present pitiable circumstances, I am instrumentalIy
not merely sustained, but cheered and comforted 7" These are the
questions which, in effect, the Bishop puts to us to-day, and which, as
I have said, he has, by the publishing of his diary, put to hundreds
of thousands, if not to millions, of our fellow-men. It constitutes a
most solemn appeal to the heart and conscience, in these last days,
when such multitudes are forsaking the old paths by which a number
which no man can number have reached that glorious inheritance
which is in reserve for all the followers of the despised Jesus of
Nazareth. Failing to give heed to the injunction, "To the law and to
the testimony; if they speak not according to this Word, it is because
there is no light in them," but, alas! too many betake themselves to
the various "schools of thought" that so delusively and destructively
abound in these last God-and-truth-despising days. In face, however,
of these lamentable facts, it hath pleased the Most High that His
servant, "being dead, yet speaketh."
And now let us listen to what he says. We are informed that, while
proceeding to a hill to have a view of the Nile, he was set upon by
twenty ruffians, stripped of all valuables, and hurried away. ., Twice,"
says the Bishop, "I nearly broke away from them, and then grew faint
with struggling, and was dragged by the legs over the ground. I said
[now mark this], 'Lord, I put myself in Thy hands. I look to Thee
alone.' Here another struggle, and I got to my feet, and was thus
dashed along. More than once I was violently brought in contact with
banana trees. In spite of all, feeling that I was dragged away to be
murdered at a distance, I sang 'Safe in the arms of Jesus' and 'My
God, I am Thine,' and then laughed at the very agony of my situation."
I am quite aware that this must appear to be strange language in
the opinions of mere novices in divine things; but, nevertheless, it is
not more strange nor inexplicable than when the Apostle, with the
utmost coolness and self-possession, said, "I am ready, not to be bound
only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus."
The Bishop's language was akin to that of CHRISTOPHER LOVE, who,
as he was about to be martyred on Tower Hill; said, "I am this day
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making a double exchange. I am changing a pulpit for a scaffold,
and a scaffold for a throne; and I might add a third-I am changing
the presence of this numerous multitude on Tower Hill for the innumel'I1ble company of saints and angels in heaven, the holy hill of Zion;
nnd I am changing a guard of soldiers for a guard of angels, which
will receive me and carry me to Abraham's bosom. This scaffold is the
host pulpit that ever I preached in. Sometimes I have had more fear
in drawing a tooth than now I have for cutting off my head."
This, my hearers, is what faith can do for its possessor, or rather,
what that God who gives the faith can accomplish through and by
its instrumentality.
LETTER TO A YOUNG COLLEGIAN.
My DEAR WILLIE,-I was truly glad to receive yours this morning,
and rejoice to find you so happy in your work. I pray God that
your mind may be more and more strengthened to adhere to the "old
paths," for sure I am, upon the ground of personal observation, as
well as experience, that these alone will produce solid peace and
Scriptural satisfaction. All short of this is visionary and defective. It
is like the man of whom we read buildin~ his house upon the sand.
Christ, and Christ alone, is that solid Rock against which the gates
of hell shall never-no, never-prevail. The more simple and childlike our looking and cleaving to Him, the calmer the mind and the
sweeter the peace. Be it ours, dear Willie, to be yet more and more
willing to be counted "fools fur Christ's sake." How the Apostle Paul
enjoins this in his Epistles, and with what fervour he likewise enjoins
the avoidance of the vain philosophy and boasted attainments of the
creature! Notwithstanding the advantages he had personally enjoyed,
in being brought up at the feet of Gamaliel, and his own progress ia
human knowledge, how emphatically does he declare, "I count all
things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my
Lord." How prepared was he to forego all, in order that, with the simplicity and teachableness of a little child, he might" know Him, and the
power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being
made conformable to His death"; and, after all his protracted sufferings
for his Lord and Master's sake, how abundantly satisfactory was his
final testimony, "I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that
He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against
that day"! There was no being " tossed to and fro, and carried about
by every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive." On the contrary, he knew,
IlS did his brother Apostle, Peter, what it was, "after he had suffered
n while, to be made perfect [in knowledge], stablished, strengthened,
fiottled."
Oh, how blessed this! And what, dear Willie, is the main instrumont in bringing about this privileged state of things 1 It is the Word
-that Word that" maketh wise unto salvation," in the hands and under
tho power and teaching of its divine Author, God the Holy Ghost. Oh,
thon, be it yours, amid all the strife and the plausible artifices and reason"
ings and sophistries of those with whom you may come in contact, to
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dare to he singular-old-fashioned, narrow-minded, out-dated, 01'
whatever construction they may choose. to put upon your words or
actions. Be it yours to abide by the Scriptural injunction, "To the law
and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this Word, it is
because there is no light in them." Whenever and wherever you
detect the veriest deviation from this divine rule and authority-if you
discover the least hesitation, doubt, or seeming calling in question the
validity of the Sacred Word-beware, beware, of that man, and shun
him! Have no fellowship or intercourse with him. Don't cherish for
a moment the idea of mastering his scruples and overcoming his
difficulties. Remember that you have within you, in your poor fallen
nature, that which would gladly fall in with, and accept and endorse
his objectioll3; for hostility to the truth of God, and resistance of
divine sovereignty, is characteristic of our first Adam condition, and
cleaves to our own poor fleshly selves as the limpet does to the rock.
The fighting oUTselves is a more terrible warfare in which to be
engaged than a hand-to-hand combat with Satan or the world. vVeIl
do I remember an inscription I met with, nearly sixty years ago, upon
the tombstone of a soldier, which read thus" The heaviest battle I ever was in
Was at the battle of self, in the conquest of sin."

When my dear early companion, J. D. LANE, was Rector of Forncett
St. Peter, Norfolk, his neighbour, COLENSO (afterwards the hapless
Bishop of Natal), would come to him with his scruples about certain
Bible statements; and, because LANE objected, he would say, "LANE,
you won't investigate; you won't inquire." LANE'S reply would be,
"COLENSO, it's dangerous ground."
I need not remind you, dear
V\Tillie, of what was the result of that poor wretched man's crotchet's
and quibbles. A falling away into a positive infidelity! The comment
upon him was, "He went out, as a bishop, to convert the heathen,
and the heathen converted him"; and a sad, sad conversion it was.
Depend upon it, it may be said of these quibbles as of the letting out
of water. There is at first but the tiniest fissure in the embankment, but
gradually the oozing forth increases, until at length a mighty rent is
made, and the gushing waters carry everything before them, to the
deluging of the whole locality. Ah ! we may well dread and correspondingly beware of the tiny beginm'ngs. The old adage still stands
good, "Give the devil an inch, and he'll take an ell." He adheres to
the old plausibility with his " Yea, hath God said ~"
I could but fall in with the remark of a very old friend, with whom
I was speaking a day or two since. He hftd seen, during his long life
(now extended to over four-score years), a very great deal of the religious
world (so-called), and was familiar with the varied "schools of thought"
of which we hear so much. When referring to what this and that
one of high repute in the literary world had written about the developments of the world to come, he said, "We want the simplicity and
trust of little childTen." Ah! that's it, dear Willie; and remember how
we have the Lord's own warrant for this, both in His words and acts.
How significant His rebuke of His disciples, when contending who
should be the greatest among them, that He "called a little child
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unto Him, and set him in the midst of them, and said, Verily I say
unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye
shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven."
"
Touching, moreover, upon the human and the natural, as standing in
such marked contrast to the spi1'itual and the divine-that knowledge
and Scriptural intelligence which the Great Teacher alone can impart,
and which He graciously does give to the weakest, the simplest, the
seemingly most unlikely and unworthy-there is presented to my mind,
at the moment of writing, a case with which I was familiar, more than
fifty years ago. A certain man of high standing and repute in the
so-called religious world was, upon one occasion, dilating largely upon
the development and expansion of our present intellectual powers in
the world to come. Poor man! He was left to himself, alas! alas! to
anticipate that state of things which seemed so to infatuate and engross.
He soon after took his own life!
Moreover, I remember a young man, little short of sixty years ago,
who appeared to me to presume upon his intellectual attainments, for
he remarked to me that he wished, in this respect, to meet the
opponents of truth upon their own educational ground. Well do I
recollect feeling, at the time, that this was hazardous. All merely
human a.rguments I felt, even at that early stage of my spiritual career,
to be futile. The enemy must be met by more Scriptural weapons
thatl this poor world can supply. However, zealous as that young man
was, and high as his expectations in regard to his prospective 'achievements, I had reason to believe his attempts were an utter failure!
Ah! better-far better-be among the poor, despised ones who could
exclaim" I'm a poor sinner, and nothing at all,
But J eSllS Christ is my All in all. "

This, dear Willie, will do to live by and to die by. This simple
looking to, leaning upon, living by, Jesus, will instrumentally support
and sustain amid all dangers, besetments, and difficulties, both in the
flood and in the fire, in the wilderness and in the Jordan, and finally
land us safely in the "iuheritance which is incorruptible, undefiled, and
that fadeth not away."
'
Speaking of knowing the Lord, as previously stated, and so in accordance with the words of Jesus, "This is life eternal, that they might
know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast
sent," I was much struck with the remark of one whom you well
know as a poor labouring man. He said, in a letter which I happened
to see, "Our God is a living God, but He is also a visiting and a
talking God. Is it not marvellous [he adds] that He will visit such a
rebellious sinner as I am 1 But, bless His dear name, as I sometimes
tell Him, I am the work of His hands, and He has promised never to
leave nor forsake."
I am, my dear Willie, affectionately yours,
Bedminster, October 27th, 1886.
D. A. DOUDNEY.
THAT which put the worth or value on Christ's satisfaction was the
worth of His Person. It was Personal worth which carried it.
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A PLEA.
ONCE again I would present myself before Thee, Lord, in my utter
helplessness, nothingness, and sin. I am indeed powerless. In spite
of all Thy loving mercy, tenderness, and compassion, all my life long,
I am this day weak as an infant-yea, as helpless as the new-born
babe. But, Lord, humbling as this may be to my poor, proud heart,
which would (if it could) be a something and do a something, does not
my very position, in its weakness and helplessness, render me a fit'
object for the fulfilment of Thy promise-" He will give power to the
faint, and to them that have no might He will increase strength" 1
And then, Lord, how sweet it is to realize this impartation of strength
upon Thy part, with which to meet the various difficulties and perplexities, both of soul and body! Oh, how blessed it is to experience
for one's self the truth of Thy word-" My grace is sufficient for thee;
,My strength is made perfect in weakness"! Upon these grounds, Lord,
how, well can' one understand the Apostle's testimony, when he declared,
"Most gladly, therefore, do I the rather glory in my infirmities, that
the power of Christ may rest upon me; for when I am weak, then am
I strong; strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might."
Now, Lord, I would ask Thee very mercifully and very graciously
to show forth Thy wisdom and love once again in my case. Lord,
Thou knowest what is pressing upon me at the present time. I have
.no light upon, nor the least power in, the matter. I wish to lie passive
in 'rhy hands. I want to "bring this my hard cause unto Thee, that
Thou mayest hear it" ; and that Thou, too, may help, defend, deliver!
How many, many times hast Thou done so-yea, times innumerable!
Oh, repeat the mercy, I pray Thee! Lord, again make bare Thine
almighty arm, and again give me reason to testify, "This is the Lord's
doings, and it is marvellous in mine eyes." Place me in a position,
Lord, I pray Thee, in regard to sundry things which are now pressing
upon my heart, to say, "Come, all ye that fear God, and I will declare
unto you what He hath done for my soul! " Thou hast never left me;
Thou hast never forsaken me. Wilt Thou do so now 1 Oh, that be
far from Thee! Do, do, I pray Thee, "remember the word unto Thy
servant upon which Thou hast caused me to hope "-yea, "do as
Thou hast said!" Oh, now that "I am old and grey-headed, forsake
me not, until I have showed Thy strength unto this generation, and
Thy power unto everyone that is to come! >' Thou hast said, Lord,
"He that offereth praise glorifieth Me, and to him that orderath his
conversation aright I will show the salvation of God." Oh, do Thou,
then, so work as to give me both the will and the power to magnify
and adore, to bless and praise, Thy great and holy name! Amen and
amen.
D.
HAPPINESS.-There are three things which, if Christians do, they
will find themselves mistaken-if they look for that in themselves
which can only be found in Christ, perfect righteousness; if they look
for that in the law which is only to be found in the Gospel, mercy;
if they look for that on earth which is only to be found in heaven,
perfection. -Henry.
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A NOBLE-MINDED BOY.
A LITTLE boy, while being taught by a friend with her own little ones,
took special interest and delight in listening to her reading Bible
narratives, also in getting by heart easy texts of Scripture. One day
he remarked, .with wondering admiration, "I never heard so much
about God."
As soon as he could read words of one syllable, his friend gave him
a little hymn to learn, which consisted chiefly of monosyllables, beginning" Jesus, who lived above the sky.
Came down to be a Man and die;
And in the Bible we may see
How very good He used to be."

The child spelt out the words to her, and then looked up disappointed,
and with a puzzled face repeated the words, "Used to be ~ Used to
be ~" and then earnestly and affectionately exclaimed, "He is just the
same now." Thus" out of the mouth of babes and sucklings the Lord
perfecteth praise."
The child was an only son, and much beloved by his parents, who
noticed with great pleasure his obedient, gentle, kind manner at home,
and his strict adherence to truth. He was early sent to a public school,
and being a fine boy for his age, and very diligent, he had, perhaps,
tasks given him more suited for a boy a few years older, judging from
his home lessons, which he tried bravely to master, but, could not
always, without a little instruction from his father.
On one occasion, the tutor was displeased with some in the class for
not having completed their home lessons the evening before, and said,
to stimulate them, "V-- has done his without any r.8sistance, and
he is younger than either of you." The noble boy interrupted him
by saying, "Not quite without assistance, sir. My father put me in the
The tutor, not perceiving the upright principle
way of doing it."
which made him shrink from receiving unmerited prai~e, and irritated
at the seeming contradiction, turned angrily upon him, and accused him
of falsely deceiving him, and acting a lie, and gave him an extra task
as a punishment. The dear boy felt acutely being charged with lying
when he had honestly spoken the truth; and when his mother asked
the cause of his having been detained at school, and he told her, she
felt it even more than he did. However, he did not lose, but gained
in favour at school.
When he was between eleven and twelve years of age, the Lord, in
His wise, but sometimes to us mysterious providence, was pleased to
take him from the evil to come, after only a few days' illness. Although
his dear parents and sisters still mourn his loss, they have more cause
to rejoice that he is for ever delivered from the snares and temptations
of this wicked world. "The shepherd gathers his lambs into the fold
before an approaching storm"; and surely very perilous times are coming
upon us. The gathering clouds of the so-called religious as well as
political world appear to be drawing very near, and there is no shelter
or refuge but in the Ark Christ Jesus.
011e little incident which occurred while the suffering one lay partly
3 c
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unconscious is worth recording. One of the family, in passing a bedroom where the infant sisters were supposed to be sleeping, noticed one
of the pets, about four or five years of age, kneeling or sitting up in
the bed, and on asking her why she was not lying down, she replied, "I
am praying to God for Willie:'
Dear Willie long before had that text by heart-" I love them' that
love Me, and those that seek me early shall find Me."

ir.otcstant

~taton.

SOME TEACHING IN IRELAND.
- [The reader may form some idea of the degra.ded state of those
part!l of Ireland which are more particularly under the tyrannizing
sway of the priests, by the annexed letter, which has recently appeared
in the Oity Press.-ED.]

To the Editor of the Oity Press.
SIR,-I hilve just returned from a short visit in Ireland, where I
was staying with a magistrate in a northern county. He related to
me-on, as he said, unimpeachable authority-some of the incidents of
the late Home Rule commotion, and the shifts made by the priesthood to supplement their "dues.'" Two examples of the latter will
suffice. Just before the Home Rule Bill' was defeated in the- House
of Commons, the priest of the parish to which I refer, on Sunday
morning, announced to his flock that he had received a letter from
Almighty God on the subject of Home -Rule for Ireland, and .that, if
any of the congregation wished to see it, they could do 'so after the
service, on payment of' the modest fee of half-a'crown; and he added
,that, in consequence of the preciousness of the communication, it
was kept under a veil! ,The other"incident happened, r understood
my friend to say, at the same place of worship. The officiating
minister declared, one morning to his faithful followers that the
bridge between \ purgatory and .heaven- was broken down, and that
it must be repaired before the "next Sunday, by each member of
the congregation bringing a shilling! . My host -informed me that
this sort of teaching was common throughout the country, and thaj,
alm.ost every week some new tax was levied' upon the ignorance
and credulity of the poor Roman -Catholrc peasant. The fact' of the
matter is, that the Irish people are taught to believe' that· ·infam·
bility.is diffusive, and that it finds its - embodiment "-in every priest of
·the Romish Church.
'
.,
It may not be uninteresting .hereto' mention' th.a manner in which
,the result of the ,diV'ision was received· by (>the 'loyalists' in-,the same
district. . The news arrived at the 'neart'st telegraph ·sta:t~on:-lJ.bout half·
past two a.m., and, -on its' being' announced, one- old - letter~
carrier fell on his, ·knees'· in' t4a' .post. officehnd - th.anked;' {~od
that the Bill had not passed. It -had been- previously a1'r~nged
that certain signals· should be· made- by-' ;Whic~ the' w~ole .,H eo.pntry:
side" should be apprised. of.·' its defeab or· sUIlQesl:\; ': and' when
the news of the former was made known, the bells were rung, and
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in less than half an hour the church was crowded with devout
worshippers, and at that early hour a service of thanksgiving was
held for their delivery from being given over, "bound hand and foot,"
to the tender mercies of the priests and Parnellites. I was told that
there were many a wet cheek and tearful eye amongst the large congregation on that eventful morning, and I was much struck by the
fact that all those to whom I spoke on the subject attributed the defeat
to the Times newspaper and Mr. CHAMBERLAIN'S attitude and action.
Sir, what the land wants at present is rest and peace; and, if the law
is firmly and impartially administered, minus the sponge-like element
in its government of recent years, I believe there will be a natural
resurrection of the country from the sordid interests which paralyze,
and the cupidity of those who impoverish her, and who pose under the
false role of friends. But, if the Government show signs of fear or
weakness, the misery will increase, and her present malady will become
"a sickness unto death."
I am, &c.,
B.
"THE PRIEST IN. THE FAMILY."
THE press at large, from the London .Times, to almost every journll.1
through the length and breadth of the United Kingdom, has been so
teeming with the above subject> that repetition here were, needless,
except to state that, when the 'gentleman whose social happiness had
been invaded, and the peace of his family destroyed, by the subtlety
and craftiness of a priest, appealed to the highest Romish authority in
the ·land, upon the subject, the only, retribution he obtained from the
said, authority was, a justification of the priestly invader's conduct! Such
are the openly-avowed so-called principles and practices in enlightened
England, in the nineteenth century ; and this as the testimony of a most
prominent pervert, the mis-named Cardinal 'Archbishop of Westminster,
who, though so openly' identified with a system that declares "the end
sanctifies or justifies the means," is received with open arms by ,the
upper ten thousand, and his name associated with objects that professedly have the well-being of society at heart. Could there be greater
fallacy or more absurd contradiction 1
Moreover, all this 'is going on 'when, in various ways, the conniving
character and desperate destrlictiveness of 'the Papacy 'have been of late
so prominently brought before. ·tHe llUblic.Lfirst, in what has been
going on in Ireland; secondly, ·in 'the frank Ie'xpressions of the renewal
of the Spanish' Inquisition, with all its bloody and diabolical perllecution; and last, but not least, the outspoken lectures of the Escaped
Nun, and the awful revelations of Pastor CIiINIQUY'S "Fifty Years in the
Ohurch of Rome "-a work th~t, in. spite of the Papacy having destroyed
the first edition-and stereo-ptates, 'has speedily rul1(into a third or fourth
edition-reduced; we' rejoice to see, .fro~" a guinea> to the low price of
five 'shillings;': ,
I~'
Cl
'
,
'
"
Again would we raise our voice'; iiid, in the cautions which we have
given in our little work, ,H The Corifessional: its 'Treac'h'ery, and ·T'l/ranny,"%
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we would suggest that this renewed proof of the havoc that "the priest
in the family" makes, we would say, Husbands and fathers, beware of
nestling vipers, for assuredly they will, as soon as it serves their
purpose, turn and sting you to the very heart's core!
POPERY.
WHO can tell what unspeakable reason we have earnestly to pray·
to God to deliver us from the shocking blindness, the horrible superstition, the damnable idolatry, of the Church of Rome 1 Popery, to be
sure, is the very spawn of hell, and its doctrines such as the devil, if
he were incarn·ate, would preach in season and out of season. We
should, therefore, pray to God to keep our king, our Parliament, our
country, from this dreadful leaven of ignorance, cruelty, and idolatry.Gospel Magazine, 1774.
WILL-WORSHIP.

" They provoked Him to anger with' their high places." How much of the
worship of the present day is neither more nor less than will-worship!
Nobody dare plead a divine appointment for a tithe of the offices,
festivals, ceremonies, and observances of certain Churches. Doubtless
God, so far from being honoured by worship which He has not commanded, is greatly angered at it. "And moved Him to jealousy with
their graven images." . They manufactured symbols of the invisible God,
for they lusted after something tangible and visible to which they could
show reverence. This also is the crying sin of modern times. Do we
not hear and see superstition abounding 1 Images,. pictures, crucifixes,
and a host of visible things, are held in religious honour; and, worst
of all, men now-a-days worship what they eat, and call that a God
which passes into their belly, and thence into baser places still.
Surely the Lord is very patient, or He would visit the earth for this
worst and basest of idolatry. He is a jealous God, and abhors to see
Himself dishonoured by any form of representation which can come
from man's hands.-C. H. Spu1'geon upon the Seventy-eighth Psalm.
MY HEART'S DESIRE AND PRAYER.
To have a perfect love 'for Thee, no darkening doubt e'er knowing;
But a~l my aspirations, Lord, to Thee in trust upgoingTo have the work of outer life that inner life expressing;
Each daily duty chanting psalm, adoring thanks and blessingTo know I am in Christ complete, in fulness of redemption;
From sin and condemnation's death secure of sure exemptionTo trust, although I am so weak, Thy arm is all-sustaining,
Tn roughest paths to hold me up through all life's steps remainingThis' is the highest joy on earth, to life's last hour availing,
That flashes into heavenly bliss as mortal breath is failing.
This grace is what I ask, 0 God, through Christ's complete atoning;
The riches of Thy sovereign grace in grateful wonder owning;
Assured that Thou canst work in me, of Thy good will and pleasure,
'fhe perfect work, to make even me part of redemption's treasure.
Clif/on.

E. L. T.
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OLD PATHS.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-I have for some time past felt such desire to write a
few lines to you once more. It may not be long that I shall be in this
feeble body. I feel every day hastening to the end of my wilderness
journey, and no doubt, dear sir, you do too, for every pin of this
earthly tabernacle seems, one after the other, to give way. But my
_
Saviour is All in all to me-more and more precious.
This is a trying world for the child of God-much to harass and
perplex. I feel it increasingly so, and I am often so afraid of sinning
in some way or another, and, were it not for help constantly vouchsafed from the great Helper of His little flock, I should despair. I can
truly say, I never came to Jesus so much as a little child as I do now,
an aged pilgrim.* I often seem to sink into helpless weakness, wanting
Christ more than ever every moment. The throne of grace is a blessed
spot in this wide wilderness; but oh, how sweet it will be when we
get to the end, and then to be safely wafted across the Jordan of
death (though I often feel great timidity at the thought of death), and
to be landed safely on the heavenly shore, for ever to join the redeemed
in eternal songs of praise! Oh, may I be permitted to meet you there,
to be "for ever with the Lord" !
It has always been my delight to watch my Heavenly Father's hand
since I was, through grace, led to Him (about forty-nine years ago), in
every little thing, every step in life; and I could not possibly count
His mercies to me, even me, a poor, unworthy creature; and I often
feel, "Surely He won't leave me now, in my few, it may be, remaining
days."
But oh, when tried, often weak faith is felt, and the cry
goes up, "Lord, increase my faith!" Then often His blessed covenant
promises come to the heart with blessed comfort-yes, in the dead
and silent watches of the night.
Oh, too, I highly prize your and other most comforting pieces in
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, which I have taken in for years, and had
three years' bound, one each for my three sons. May the Lord be
pleased to bless it to their souls as mine! Two, as I have told you,
are brought into the fold, and I have great hopes of the other,
bless the Lord!
I saw, in one back Magazine, your likeness. You were having a
talk with two little grandsons, I thought; and I took it out and had
it framed, and it is hung up in my kitchen, and I like to look at
you. May the Lord be pleased to spare you to us for some time yet!
Oh, in these days, we cannot well afford to lose one of God's faithful
ministers. The errors of our day grieve one's soul. Oh, how I miss
the precious truth I have heard in years gone by! Some are gone
up on high; yes, and I hope to meet them there, and others, through
whom I am now comforted and edified.
Yours truly,

Martock.

E. P.
• Reader, mark this statement !-ED.
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THE OLD BEATEN TRACK TO THE KINGDOM.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR FRIEND AND C.OMPA~ION IN TRIBULATION,-I thank you
kindly for the volume of your "Cre'dentials, Call, and Claims of the
Christian Ministry.'r
,
"
" .
When the Lord conv,inced me of my lost and, r:uined state by
nature and practice, I was at work at, a stone quarry, amongst about
I
sixty wicked men-but there were none worse th,an myself.
had felt strong convictions at times, years before this, ,but they wore,
off. But, qn this occa,sion, I was returning, from, a wedding, and
called at a public-house with some of my companions, to finish up
with drinking and singing, when suddenly a light, shone into my soul,
and convinced me of my awful state as a sinner before God. I said to
my companions, "I must go home." They asked me why I waS in
such a hurry.
I made them no answer, but left the house at once..
My mind became deeply affected about my state as a sinner before
God. I began to attend chur<;h regularly, but I soon found, I could
not perform the task set ,me, and the rest of the hearers, to do. I
tried, and sometimes thought I was succeeding a little in mending my
life; and, on one occasion, I thought I was getting so much better that I
felt quite proud of my self-righteousness, until one day a circumstance
occurred which so irritated me that I began to sweaI.: at the man who
had offended me.' This occurrence stripped lije of all my self.righteousness, and I felt naked before a heart-searching and rein-trying God,
with only the poor publican's prayer, "God, be merciful to me, a sinner! "
I now sank into a dreadful state of mind. Sometimes I threw myselfall my length upon the floor of my bed-room, and could do nothing but
weep bitterly over my sin, and after God's pardoning mercy.
About this time I was asked to go and hear Mr. WELLAND, of Lewes,
who was then stationed at a village called Bulkington, in Warwickshire,
when I heard him from the text, "From the end of the earth, will I
cry unto Thee, when my heart is overwhelmed: lead me to the Rock that
is higher than I" (Psa. lxi. 2). In his discourse he so described my
feelings that I could say, "Come, see a man which told me all things
that ever I did " ; and I was at a loss to know how he knew it. But God
has taught me how that secret is known. I now began to attend his
ministry regularly, and many sweet helps and encouragements I received
under him; but the Lord had designed to set my soul at happy liberty
Himself, without the aid of any means, except His own Word.
.In the year 1854, either in March or April, and when still working at
the quarry as afore-mentioned, at that time I went with a boat by which I
conveyed stone from the quarry to Coventry. I cannot tell the day of
the month, as I kept no memorandum, but suffice it to say, one morning
I left home in a dreadful state of mind about my soul. I thought I
would ask the Lord once more to have mercy upon me, so I left the
horse I was then driving along the canal side, and went into some
bushes and knelt down, but could not speak a word. Suddenly a great
horror of darkness seized me. I sprang to my feet in a moment, fearing
I was presumptuous in attempting to pray to God with my head covered.
I burst into tears, and went after t~e horse, really believing it was now all·
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over with me. I sobbed aloud, wringing my hands, feeling just on the
borders of despair, when suddenly. the Lord dropped these words with
divine power into my soul, namely, " Behold Me! Behold Me !" At once
the Lord Jesus Christ was revealed to the vision of my faith as my LawF'ulfiller and ifustice-Satisfier. His smile so ravished my soul, and His love
so filled my ,heart, that 1 exclaimed, "Lord, I shall never doubt again."
I became quite unconscious of all around me for a short time. When I
came to myself, the man that was steering the, boat Was looking at me,
but he never passed the slightest remark of any kind.
Now I thought my trouble was all over, and I should be a happy man
all the rest of my life. In this I was greatly mistaken, for in a few
days I lost the savour. When this was gone, Satan told me what I had
enjoyed was not like the Lord's people enjoyed. My comforts were all a
delusion. If it had been right, I should not have lost it so soon. I
thought what he said was all true, and down I sank into a state of
unbelief, darkness, and distress. This lasted for some weeks, but one
day I was. wall~ing down a field, weeping bitterly over the sad state I
was in, when the Lord dropped these two lines of a hymn with power
into my soul, namely" If Jesus once upon thee shioe,
Then Jesus is for ever thine."

This raised up faith in my heart in a moment, so that I exclaimed
aloud, "He has, then!" The snare was broken, and my soul was set
at liberty once more.
Soon after this, t,hings became very unpleasant at the chapel at
Bulkington, so that I left, and went to the Baptist Chapel at Bedworth,
and Mr. WELLAND left, and went to Lewes. After I had been at. Bedworth
some few years, I was baptized, and joined the Church. Soon after,
my mind became exercised about the ministry by the following means:
One night, I dreamt I was walking along a strange road with one of
my wife's cousins. When we came to the end there was a crowd of
people standing there. At once there came such a powerful impulse.
upon me, prompting me to stand and speak to them in the name of the
Lord. While I was thinking what portion I was to speak from, suddenly the following words were dropped with power into my mind"Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from
Bozrah 1 this that is glorious in His apparel, travelling in the greatness
()f His strength 1 I that speak in righteousness, mighty to save."
I
was enabled to speak with such liberty that, when I awoke, I wondered
what it all could mean; but I told it to no one. Soon' after this I
was reading in Proverbs xxxi., when I came to the eighth verse, which
reads as follows-" Open thy mouth for the dumb, in the cause of all
such as are appointed to destruction." The words entered into my
heart with such power that I was struck with astonishment. Tears
dropped from my eyes, and, after a time, when I began to consider
my own weakness and insufficillncy for so great a work, and the family
from whence I sprang, like poor Moses, I began to make all manner
of excuses. I told the Lord I had no ability to preach. Then came
these words-cc Who made man's mouth 1" This silenced me. Then
the Lord brought a portion of His truth into my mind, and gave me
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such light and understanding upon it, and such a door of utterance
when I have been walking along the road, that I have exclaimed,
"Lord, I could preach like this, if Thou wouldest help me! I,
After these sweet visitations all would become dark. Then I tried
to put all thoughts of it away. Sometimes I thought they were all
gone; but they would spring up again stronger than ever, but I kept,
all these exercises a secret between myself and the Lord, to see what
would arise out of them.
One day, I called upon our minister, Mr. SINKINSON. Thece was
a friend of his staying at his house, out of Lancashire, who turned to
me, after I had sat down, and said, "I believe you will have to stand
in the pulpit. I don't know whether you are exercised about the
ministry." This took me with such surprise-as I had never named
my exercises to anyone-that I wa~ quite overcome, and made no
reply, but went out of the house as quickly as I could.
After this, at a Church meeting, it was unanimously agreed that I
should bury the dead in the chapel grave-yard when the minister was
absent from home. In a short time the minister left home to preach
at some other place, but I forget where. During his absence,a man
died. He was a member of the Oddfellows, and his friends wished him
to be buried in the chapel grave-yard. It fell to my lot to bury him.
I was much exercised about it, because I did not want to do anything
that was wrong in the sight of the Lord. I begged that He would be
with me and help me, if what I was about to do was in accordance
with His will. The time arrived for the corpse to be conveyed to its
last resting-place. When the procession arrived at the chapel it filled the
whole place, and many had to stand in the aisles. I read a chapter and
engaged in prayer in the chapel, and then retired to the grave, where
the Lord enabled me to give my first public address with the greatest
liberty. Here I saw my dream fulfilled. After this I was asked by
the friends to preach to them when the minister was from home,
which I did, and the Lord blessed the Word through my poor, feeble
instrumentality, to the comfort and edification of His dear people.
When Mr. SINKINSON heard that my testimony was received by the
friends with acceptance, he proposed that I should speak before him
and the Church and congregation, which I did, on a Tuesday evening,
from the following words-', Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and
I will declare what He hath done for my souL" The Lord helped me
in a gracious way in speaking, and the Word was received not as the
word of man, but as the Word of God, "in demonstration of the Spirit
and of power." A Church meeting was called on the next Sunday afternoon, at which Mr. SINKINSON gave his approval of what I was enabled
to deliver on the previous Tuesday evening. He then asked the
friends present whether they thought I was qualified to preach the
Gospel. They all answered in the affirmative. Mr. SINKINSON then
said, "I propose that our friend, WM. SMITH, shall have liberty to
go and preach the Gospel wherever the Lord is pleased to open doors
for him."
It was seconded by one of the deacons, then put to the
vote, and agreed to unanimously.
It will be fourteen years about the latter end of next A.ugust since
I delivued my first address at the grave I before mentioned. I did
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not preach every Sabbath for some time; but the Lord opened doors,
so that eventually I was fully engaged in the ministry. It is ten
years in May since I preached my first sermon in Rehoboth Chapel,
Tunbridge Wells, which was so blessed to the people, and led to my
settling among them as their stated pastor in January, 1876. I am
pleased to say the Lord has prospered, and is still prospering, us as a.
Church and people, and I hope He will continue to prosper us in OUF
souls continually.
May the Lord make your last days your best' days, and when yOJ:1J
have done His will here on earth, receive you unto Himself, to praise
Him in eternity, is the desire of
Yours affectionately, in hope of eternal life,
TunlYridge Wells, L:lpril 14th, 1884.
WM. SMITH.
"FAINT, YET PURSUING."
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My BELOVED BROTHER IN CHRIST,-" This poor man cried, and the
Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles" (Psalm
xxxiv. 6). Again this, dear brother, has been realized in my experience. Since I last wrote to you I have had a relapse, and was laid
up for three weeks. It has been a time of deep anxiety, but "this
poor man" and those dear to him '~cried," and have been heard and
answered-the means taken been blest-and, although I know I must
be living in an alternate state, at this time I am feeling much better.
God be praised!
I want now to ask you to let me, through the medium of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, thank the many readers and friends who have
written so feelingly concerning me. I am quite unable to thank them
all separately, but their communications have greatly cheered me.
Those are true friends who prove themselves to be so in our darkest
days, and words of Christian sympathy are very acceptable in our·
times of suffering.
I am astonished at the many kind inquiries concerning me, received
also from neighbours surrounding our home, and from many I scarcely
expected. It seems to prove the truth of a remark made by a clergyman, "I can assure you, you are very highly esteemed in this town.'"
All I can say is, "It is all of the Lord."
During my weakness, dear brother, I had a singular piece of experience, which I feel also is of the Lord. I have been obliged to forego,
from loss of blood, looking at business papers and letters, for immediately I did so, pains in the head told me to desist; but, in taking
up the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, I began to Tead your leading article, and
so riveted to it did I become that I read through it-and it is a
long one-without any pain or feeling of weariness. I wanted to
draw attention to parts specially suitable to my state, and as if written:
for me; but I find I have placed a "G. C." of response to so many
paragraphs that I can only say, it is all blessedly true.
I have since been reading that very precious Psalm, the thirtyfourth, noticing that it 'is told us of the Christian that the Lord
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delivers him ,out of 3,11 his fem's (vel'. ,4), out of all his troubles (ve:.
6, 17), and out of all his ajJlictiorts (vel'. 19). I thought, "How IS
this ~ Fears, troubles, and afflictions abound to the grave." But when
I read on to. the next verse, "He Reepeth all his bones;' not Oll.t'
of them is broken,'~ that did lift me out of self to the mystIc
body of, Christ, and of Christ Himself; and I' see that it is in
Him, and connected with our "standing in Him,". we get delivered
from all our fears, troubles, and afflictions, and realize the joy of
that prophecy and its fulfilment, "Not a bone of Him shall be broken."
But I, must close, dear brother. I was so rejoiced to hear from a
friend who was at the Clifton Conference that you looked so well.
May the Lotd spare your valuable life, and keep you valiant for the
trqth; and, with kind Christian love to Mrs. DOUDNEY and yourself,
believe me,
Yours in the sweet endearments of spiritual fellowship,
Burton-an-Trent, November 8th, 1886.
GEORGE COWELL.
REPLY.
Dear brother, your letter took us by surprise. We had no idea of
your having had a relapse of your recent illness. How these things
bespeak our momentary dependence upon the Lord! It appears, as far
as our own personal experience is concerned, as though' we never had
so little insight into the future as now. We seem never to have felt
more forcibly than at the present, "YEl know not what shall be' on the
morrow." Moreover, in ministering on a Sunday, ·how often have we
thought, "Who can tell what may happen before the next ~ " We have
felt this so deeply in connection with the recent removal of, our late
dear friend, the Rev. HENRY BARNE. One of the most touching letters
we ever read we have just received from his bereaved widow. His
end was one of the most placid and remarkable 'of which you can
possibly conceive, His dread of a long illness (like our own' recoi:ling)
was so completely superseded by the gentle, tender, loving way'in which
the Lord took him to Himself. His own proverbial calm,· sweet smile
may be said never to have left him-no, not even in the article of socalled death. Htl was gone, it may be said, in the twinkling of 'an
eye. In fact, his .may be pronounced as a momentary transition-closing
his eyes, the one instant, upon the time-state, to open them the' next
upon. all the beati&c glories of the upper and better world. Oh, how
enviable was the portion thus. allotted him!
As you yourself, dliar brother, begin to follow us in those indications
of advancing years, with their attendant infirmities, of which you speak,
and which ha,ve been increased by your recent so-called accident, you
will, we feel assured, the more readily enter into and sympathize with
the closillg up of the lengthened and God-glorifying career- of the dear
brother to whom we have just alluded. With us, you will no doubt
say, "Lord, if it be Thy will, .thus favour me! Call me, Lord, in this
loving, gracious, tender way, 1 Spare me; if it be Thy blessed will,
those scenes and sufferings with which others are called to 'exchange_
worlds 1"
. The pains in, the head of which you speak, dear brother, we have
long been familiar with. The effort to read,think, or write, commonly
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with us produces it. In fact, but ,a day or two since, our doctpr
said-having previously stated that we were, suffering, frpm nervOlf,S
exhaustion.-.;.....'~ You mustn't think." "Doctor," said we, in reply;" "if I were
to say that to ,you, what would be your answer 7" How ,could he, ·as
a medical man, or we, in our ministerial or editorial capacity, abstain
from thinking,? And yet-we speak it to the praise and glory of the
eternal Spirit-how often we have been amazed at the ,supply "of
material, both for speaking and writing, which He is pleased so timely
and effectually to vouchsafe, never allowing us, blessed be His name,
to be at a' loss for even a moment! We commonly go to the pulpit
feeling as helpless as an infant, at the same time, begging Him not
to leave us, nor put us to shame; and, in an instant, we are rendered
as calm as possible, and, as we speak out what the Lord speaks in,
we feel at the moment like "a giant refreshed with new wine."
In
fact, it.is this very state of things that leads people to suppose that
naught ails ·us. Hence -we often· hear the remark you quote, as th\l
observation of the friend of whom you speak ,as attenq.ing the, rec.ent
Clifton Oonference, "How well you look!" Ah! they ca~'t look inside
at the heart's weak action,nor know what we feel. Moreover, with
respect to writing, the same all-gracious Spirit is pleased to supply us
in this respect also. We know what it is at times to sit down to
our desk, with our writing materials before us, but not a thought will
spring up till the pen is taken in hand, arid the ink flows, and then,
blessed be the Lord, 'we can't keep pace with the ideas then a.nd ,th.ere
suggested.. Hence, ho"" often have we wished we could write shorthand,
or in such brief characters as the printers could decipher..
We rejoice,dear brother, to hear you testify that ,our, poor wordll
have. proved seasonable, and refreshing, in your recent ·illnes\!. To His
great .and holy, name be all the praise and glory! ,We are increasingly
amazed and, ~stounded at His condescension, in ma.king use of such
poor wQrms .pf earth as we daily feel ourselves to be. We at times
sink into. the· ve,ry dust of self-loathing and abhorrence, as we contemplate our distrilsG and ingratitude, after all His marvellous and ~atchles\l
mercil!s.,, Oh, the cruel calling in question His wisdom and love, faith~
fulness and mercy, in ,regard to the little residue of one's time-state,
after the c~a:seless and uninterrupted display of goodness~ loving-kindness, and ~ompassion that have marked the entire course of the
wilderness! ,Again and again we say to ourselves, "What would you
have said, fi~ty or sixty years ago, could you have foreseen your present
exact position" ~nd had you been ,told at such time, that you would
prove, even under such favoured circumstances, to be the pOOf, thankless;
distrustful, dOUbting, fearing creaturll that you are 7"
"What would
have been. our reply 7" we mentally exclaim. "'Why, under such a
~tate of t~ings, it would be impossible that we, should prove so vile and
thankless a wretch! Why, we should deserve a double damnation;
under such circumstances!"
Ah! dear brother, it is' the personal day-by-day knowledge ~f these
so humbling facts that constitnte us, in our own most sober and
deliberate belief, the very chief of sinners, and leaves us without a
stone to ,cast at the. vilest or most notorious .rebeL upon earth,
because such an one has not sinned against the light and love, the
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goodness and mercy, the patience and forbearance, as we have done.
Upon these grounds we feel that, if ever permitted to step over the
threshold of the heavenly city, we shall do so as the greatest trophy
of rich, free, sovereign grace and mercy that ever entered upon that
glorious inheritance.
Praying-and that most earnestly and ardently-that the Lord may
be pleased speedily to restore you to your wonted health and activity,
and prolong your valuable life for years yet to co~e, we subscribe ourselves,
Your loving brother,
THE EDITOR.

LEADINGS.

To the Editor of the GospeZ Magazine.
DE!AR SIR,-May grace, mercy, and peace be with you from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, and be abundantly multiplied unto you!
According to my promise, I will now, by the help of God, give you
a little of my experience in divine things. Well, it is said of some
that,. Their pardon they receive at first,
And then, \compelled to fight,
They find their latter stages worst,
And travel much by night. 'I

Well, I have had some travelling by night. I went on for some years in
a sort of easy, jog-trot way-that is, I did not undergo such a deep lawwork as many of whom I have read. But even on that point I was
very much tried, because I could not rest satisfied with the marks and
evidences I already had, which was what St. John the Divine says-"We
know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the
brethren." Now, although I did love the people of God, and so much
love to be in their company-so much so, that even their very looks did
me good; indeed they did-but, as I was not satisfied without being
searched and tried, my dear and ever-gracious Father has seen fit to do
so; for, if ever there was one brought to plead " guilty" to every charge
brought against him by the great enemy of souls, I am one. Every
bit and particle of my religion seemed to be taken clean away. My hope
seemed clean gone. Every word of God rung in my ears, "No hope!
Thou art lust-lost! Woe is me, for I am undone-for ever undone! "
I was brought to know what an accusing conscience was. You may
depend upon it, I did walk the road like a man out of his mind, saying,
"Whatever shall I do ~ " I believe I read the Word of God more
then than at any other time, to see if I could get any comfort; but no,
no comfort for me, till the Lord's good time. I kept it to myself as
much as I could, and if I told anyone of it, they pitied me, and that
was all they could do.
But now I must draw to a close for the present, or I feel that I shall
weary you with my doleful tale. I would just tell you that I found
peace on the 5th of June last. From Christmas up till then, I was
more or less in the sad state I have described; but I will tell you
Your well-wisher in Christ,
more about it soon.
Wilton, Wilts, Septembe1' 30th, 1885.
W. C.
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THE ROUGH BUT THE RIGHT WAY.
To the Editor of Zion's Witness.
My DEAR BROTHER IN JESUS,-Pray excuse a pencil-line, as I write
from my sick-couch. The doctor has been visiting me daily for nearly
a week, and lays an embargo upon me with regard to that blessed work
in which you and I love to be engaged. To the labours of last Sunday
he ascribes the relapse under which I am suffering at present. I am a
sad one to suffer, and take shame to myself when I think of the little
I have, when compared with what I have so long and so repeatedly,
witnessed in the cases of others. When, in my parochial visits, I have
seen what others have been called to endure, what a dread has taken
possession of my own mind, lest my little faith should ever be tried in
a similar way! I remember one instance in particular, when visiting
my own former doctor. He had undergone an operation, and was
suffering greatly in consequence. The enemy at once took advantage,
and suggested to my poor, cowardly heart, "If a doctor, in connection
with whom the utmost medical and surgical skill has been employoo,
has thus to endure, what may you expect 1" Whilst sitting by his
bed-side, the bell of St. Luke's, hard by, struck out, announcing the
week-evening service. I suppose the doctor, iJ! spite of his pain, heard
it, for he at once intimated his fear that what I was witnessing would
unfit me for what awaited me. "Yes," thought I, "it will indeed."
However, )' went to the church, and, during a ministry of nearly
forty years, I think I never was so tempted to say, "There will be
no sermon this evening," as I was during the desk-service.' Nevertheless
I ventured to the pulpit, quite at a loss what to do or say; but, in
the prayer before the sermon, it pleased His adorable Majesty-our
precious, precious Lord-to bring to remembrance the words, "There
hath no temptation happened unto you but such as is common to man;
and God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above
that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way for
your escape, that ye may be able to bear it." Oh, how sweet and
timely were the words! "I have a text," thought 1. "I shall be able
to speak, notwithstanding all my fears." And I did speak; and seldom,
if ever, since have I either read or thought of the words, without the
facts just mentioned coming to my remembrance.*
Whilst speaking upon that occasion, how completely was all anxiety
• Since the above was written, we have received a letter from the doctor in
question, who was compelled, shortly after the incident above named, to give up
his practice. Thus he writes, under date November 7th, 1886-" Allow me to
express my deep gratitude to you for your great kindness and attention to me
during my severe bodily illness, which brought on the attacks of mental disease.
The suffering you saw me endure I know you will admit was enough, combined
with other troubles, to break one down. I occupy my time, when well enough,
as best I can-fishing, reading, walking, and a little visiting. I feel quite a lone
man here." We earnestly commend this case to the prayerful consideration of
our readers. The doctor was a gentleman for whom we had the highest esteem
and regard. We know of no case so truly distressing as his; and most earnestly
we pray that hill so painful malady, and the severance from his large family,
may be sanctified of God, and prove to be among the "all things" (Rom.
viii. 28).-ED.
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and concern about what the future might witness removed, and how
sweetly and blessedly was one' enabled to fall into the hands of the
Lord, with a "DJ with me as shall seem gl:>Od in Thy sight." Oh,
would that this was the more prevailing feeling with me! Would
that I could at· all times say, "Not as I will, but as Thou wilt, Lord" ;
for" shall not the' Judge Of all the earth do right ~" Moreover, in
the issue, and when we are brought to see the "end of the Lord"
concerning us, how much better pleased we are with the Lord's way
than we should have been with our own! I don't think I ever saw
this so clearly as I do now; and yet, alas! alas! in the face of this
conviction, what fools, and how self-willed, we are":-at least, I am !
Dear brother, it touched me closely when you expressed your fears
that you would have to give up your MagaziM. I sincerely hope not.
l' do deeply sympathize with you in the wish not to lay down your
pen until you lay down your life. Oh, like the ministry itself, and
notwithstanding the weight and' anxiety it entails, is it not whilst thus
engaged' for our blessed Lord and Master that our own souls are
I1durished and refreshed ~ Hence I can well understand your dread of
such a means of personal help and encouragement J:>eing cut off. However,
ldo trust 'and believe that such' will ,not be the case. I feel assured
the Lord will again appear, as hitherto He ever has done.
I regret; that your correspondent should think I was indifferent in
r<:lgard to his letters. I cannot charge my mem~ry (which, at my age,
in' many respects is very defective) with' having 'received them; but, if
I did, it was the pressure of my engagements that prevented my acknowledging them. The duties of my parochia~ ~s well as editorial wo:rk are
such that I dare not attempt to increase my private correspondence. 4.3 it
is; I don't think, upon an av;erage, I have'my pep. in hand less than from
four to five hours a day. This, coupled with the deep and manifold
exercises of soul,' in' all its' varied aspects, and oftentimes midnight
anguish', has mtle less 'than:, an 'overwhelIJ;l.ing tendency: U ndel" such
inftuence one, at times at least, is thoroughly prostrate. None, I believe,
understand this~shall I 'say 1-mystery of ,experience be'tter than;yourself, dear brother.
. ' .
, 'It' brings to my recollection' a remark of that dear servant of God,
thE!' late Mr. N:UNN, of Manchester, as named to me by another equally
dear servant of the Lord~ Mr. PYM, the late Rector of Elmley, Yorkshire.
At the close of the service one evening at Mr. NUNN'S church-:'St.
Clement's, Manchester-an attendant went into the vestry, and said,
"'There's a Fellow [alluding to some Fellow of the college] wants to see
you, sir."· "And what does the Fellow want with me 1" was Mr. NUN-N'S
r~ply. ,".I «;lnvied' the. very sweep-boy [the crossing-sweeper] as T came.
to" church to-night.~'.
"
','
oj:
. , . ,i, ,
~?Ah"! dear :br0ther; .these','are some 9f th8',.trouble-spots, the; low
places, 'the heart-and:flesh-failing positicms, a per~onal .familiarity'with
wpich' throws;a r but too, practic~l .lightrupQu the ,'.Pr,ophet's' 'place
and" plea,' when, as he sat down, ~ faint, andweal'y, both <in body ( a-nd
mind, he requested that ;the Lord would take awaY~4is' life,' fo~
"l:\,Vhat':was he better th'ati 'ihis'fathers 1" r~poi:., Elijah t'; W,e have
tnanked, God," il. thoucand and a thousand times, (for thyJlIointings ;and
thy fears, thy peevishness and thy prayers; tor whilst it has wonder:'
1.
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fully helped us to a sight of our own weakness and waywardness, as a
fallen one of Adam, it has, at the same time, blessed be His name,
given us a precious insight into the patience, forbearance, long-suffering,
tender sympathy, love, power, and faithfulness of 'our precious, precious
Lord and Master.
I am, dear brother, affectionately yours,
St. Luke's, Bedminstm', September 16th, 1886.
D. A. DOUDNEY.,

HELPS BY THE WAY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I know it will gladden your heart when I tell
you that your visit to Reading, in 1873, was made by God a means ,of
great revival of spiritual life in my poor soul. Thank God; I then had
known' the truth experimentally for ten years, but just then was
labouring under great sorrow of heart-almost ,over-burdened and
crushed, providentially and spiritually. But the words you uttered,
with such warmth of affection, "I know your weakness and insufficiency;
but your sufficiency is of God," found, by the Spirit's power, their way
to my poor broken heart, and raised my drooping soul.
I remember how you made mention of the Lord's goodness to you in
Ireland, and in how many instances He appeared for your deliverance
in your 'fork and labour of love, It was this circumstance that first
induced me to read the, GOSPEL MAGAZINE, but it was a long time before
I knew of. -its monthly publication. I have now a volume bound upon
my shelf, and hail with joy its monthly appearance still.
I might add that for twenty-one years I have rejoiced in the truths it
advocates, :J,nd for five years taught them in the Sabbath School, and
twelve years in surrounding village chapels, wherever a, door has been
opened, I often weep as I witness the contempt heaped upon the
doctrines .of grace in this age of excitement. But, my dear sir, what
will the world be, if ever the day shall come when there shall be none
'to stand up in their defence 1 What have we to cheer us in our hours
of conflict and sorrow, if it were not for the covenant of grace, "ordered
in all things and sure" 1
It was my privilege, at the age of sixteen, to grasp these truths, and
to know my saving interest in them; and thank the dear Lord,
although twenty-two years have rolled away since then, they are as dear
to m!;) as eyer.
"
I saw t1).e account of your visit to the late JOHN N;EWTON'S church,
and, what is better still, possess his works. These, and, ROMAINE'S
"Life, Walk, and Triumph of Faith," to' me are precio~s -treasures.,
As an apology for my imperfect l~tt~r, If would j,u~t·state that, from
the age of ,ten years, I have had to work hard for my liveli,hood as a
humble labourer, and have now a wife and family depending u.pon me
'_ ' '
for ~_uppor,t.
May the ~ear Lord, abundantly bless you in y'o~r:declin,jng years, and
still 'make'iou a blessing.
Yours' in Gospel bonds,
Reading. ,
,
J. O.
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" ACCORDING."
(Ooncluded from page 694.)

7. OUR next thought is on the exceeding greatness and working of His
mighty power-" And what is the exceeding greatness of His power to
usward who believe, according to the working of His mighty power"
{Eph. i. 19).
The experimental force of this portion is to the" usward who believe,"
and to have a living and saving interest. therein is of unspeakable
value, and to which we do well to give the most earnest judgment and
serious thought. To be .right here is to be right for eternity, but to be
wrong here, which I pray the Lord to prevent, is "everlasting shame
and contempt." To be possessed of the grace of saving faith, trust, and
·confidence in the Person, name, faithfulness, and finished redemption
work of the Lord Jesus Christ is the vitality of believing unto eternal
life. It is not the act of the creature, let the children of the bondwoman say what they may, but is wrought in the soul by the exceeding
greatness of the power of God the Holy Ghost, and implanted in the
heart, mind, and affections at the new birth.
I sometimes think of, and desire more experimentally to feel and enjoy,
the words of Mr. GADSBY, in his 667th hymn"Oh, that my soul could love and praise Him more,
His beauties trace, His majesty adore;
Live near His heart, upon His bosom lean,.
Obey His voice, and all His will esteem!"

Dr. GILL has some very weighty remarks upon this portion we are now
'Considering, and verily he was a seer in sublime mysteries. He says~'The objects of the divine power here intended are believers in Christ,
which distinguishes this power from that which is put forth in creation,
and from that which will be displayed in the resurrection of the dead,
'and from the power of divine wrath which will appear in the damnation
Qf sinners, and shows that this power is that which is exerted in the
implantation of faith, and the continuance of it, and the finishing ot
that work; and that this is a great power-an exceeding great one-'
and is attended with energy and efficacy, and is irresistible and in;superable. This work is called a creation, a resurrection from the
dead, a regeneration, and a transformation of the man into another
man. Some things are removed. Satan is dispossessed, the stony heart
is taken away, the enmity is slain, the old man is put down from the
throne, and put off with his deeds. And there are some things wrought.
-Christ is formed in the soul, His grace is implanted, His image is in;stamped, a new heart is given, and principles of light and life, of grace
and holiness, are put therein; the understanding is enlightened, the will
;subdued, the affections are set on other objects, and the mind and
conscience are purified, so that this work of faith cannot be ascribed to
anything short of the exceeding greatness of divine power, and which
is seen in supporting faith when it is brought under great discouragements, in delivering believers out of divers temptations, and in their
final perseverance, and this, too, according to the energy of the might
(If His power. The strength of His power, in all the mighty energy of
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it, is cxcrted towards and upon believers, and which they should know,.
own, ~nd acknowledge, to the glory of the grace of God; and this iu
proportion and agreeably to that power."
., God is my everlasting King;
God is my stren~th, and I wiII sing;
His power upholds my feeble frame,
And I'm victorious through His name:
Raise every chorus to His blood,
And triumph in the power of God."

.

R. Our next thought is on the eternal purpose of God in Christ"According ·to the eternal purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus
our Lord" (Eph. iii. 11).
Tho attributes of the wisdom and power of God in covenant is a
dopth which cannot be fathomed by any created wisdom or intelligence.
Wo may now and then by precious faith just see, as it were, a little
bolow the surface of this most profound abyss, and this only in a
s:wing and truthful way and manner by divine revelation; but to see
in some measure the' glory of that wisdom and power concentratingi tsolf in the pure and spotless Person of Christ Jesus our Lord, "for
in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily," constrains us_
to exclaim, "Oh, the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! how unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways
past finding out!"
"The constitution of the covenant is here set forth, embracing the
Porsons of God the Father, God the Son, and His purchased and'
redeemed people in Him. The words are very significant and relative•which He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord.' The constitution of
it was in Him. God was in Christ contriving the scheme of salvation.
His flye was upon Him. His thoughts centred in Him, and in Him
aro all the promises and blessings of grace designed and provided for
His people, according to the manifold wisdom of God displayed in,
Ohrist, who is the wisdom of God, and in whom are all the treasures
of wisdom and knowledge hidden."-Gill.
" 'rho covenant of free grace,
As made with Christ our Lord,

Is storod with precious promises,
lly which our souls are fed.

" The solemn oath of God
CQnfirms each promise true;
And Jesus, with His precious blood,
Has sealed the covenant too.

" Hence all our comforts flow,
A balm for every fear;
May we by sweet experience know
How choice and rich they are."

9. This will bring us on to the last order of thought-the riches of
Christ's glory-CC That He would grant you, accoTding to ~he riches of
His glory, to bo strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner
man" (Eph. iii. 16).
I must here again resort to Dr. GILL, whose thoughts are so much
to the purpose, and so far beyond my poor conception, although not.
beyond my desire to comprehend. He says-CC This is a petition of
the Apostle to the Father of Christ, thatHe would strengthen these
3 D

762

The Gospel lIfagaziltil.

saints at Ephesus, that so they might not faint at the tribulations he
or they endured. Believers in Christ need fresh supplies of strength
to enable them to exercise grace to perform duties, to resist Satan
and his temptations, to oppose their corruptions, and to bear the
cross; and this blessing comes from God, even to undergo afflictions
cheerfully, and to hold on and out to the end, and is a gift of His
free grace, and this by the Spirit, who strengthens them, by leading
them to the fulness of grace and strength in Christ [ah! this is the
source of all our spiritual strength, both for time and all eternity]; by
shedding abroad the love of God in their hearts; by applying the promises of the Gospel to th~m, to go from strength to strength in them.
The subject of this blessing is the inner man, or the spirit, the soul of
man, which is the seat of grace; and this shows that it was spiritual
strength which he here desired, which may be when there is much
bodily weakness, and for which there should be the greater concern;
and that this strength is not naturally there-it must be given or put
into it."
"The riches of a believer stand in the poverty of Christ, and every
true believer counts Christ's poverty his riches."--R. Tmil.
Ah! this is a spiritual riddle, and only made known spiritually to
the household of faith.
"Poor, weak, and worthless though I am,
I have a rich, almighty Friend;
Jesus, the Saviour, is His name;
He freely loves and without end.
" He ransomed me from hell with blood,
And by His power my foes controlled;
He found me wandering far from God,
And brought me to His chosen fold.
" He cheers my heart, my need supplies,
And says that I shall shortly be
Enthroned with Him above the skies;
Oh, what a Friend is Christ to me! "
Melbourne, Austmlia.

J. F. M.

TIMELY WORDS.
How very precious were the words, as the eye casually dropped upon
them-" If the Lord delight in us, then He will bring us into this land,
and give it us; a land which floweth with milk and honey" (Num.
xiv. 8). It is position and circumstances which, under God, rend 01'
His Word so precious and suitable. Hence a portion, at one time, may
seem to contain little or nothing to attract or impress, whilst at anoLlllll'
time, and under different circumstances, the very same Scripture may IIll
attended with a power and an unction that shall render both iLaolf'
and its application memorable indeed. It is the trial, ajJ[iction, Ol'
exercise (be it what it may), that, under the precious power of th
Holy Ghost, causes a sweetness and a savour to attend the Word. N
creature effort nor fleshly striving can produce it. It is the distincL
province of the Holy Ghost to do this.
D.

'iG3

The Gospel Magazille.

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEA.R FllIEND,-The hour-glass of 1886 still runs on. It will
Aoon be gone for ever. " We spend our years as a tale that is told."
It is true of all mankind. What a mercy "the Lord knoweth them that
aro His," _and that, like the follo wing case, His grace will snatch them
as brands from the burning.
The -war in Burmah drags on' its slow length, with much .cost of
treasure, and. more of precious lives. I should like to be able to send
some special reading for. the use of the thirty thousand men under
General Sir FREDERICK ROBERTS. It is earnestly hoped that friends
of this Mission will help .us all they can. At present our funds are
not equal to general expenses, and we should be thankful indeed to see
this remedied :I
,

FROM A SOLDIER IN INDIA.
"My DEAR FRIEND IN JEsus,-I now write these few lines, hoping
they will find you quite well, as it leaves me' at present. Your parcels
of reading have been a great comfort to many in this camp, where so
many have been carried off by sickness, including several Chri.stian
brethren, who died rejoicing in the Lord. From the very first day that
I heard there was cholera in my rp,giment, I felt that wretched and
miserable that I did not know what to do with myself, and I was
getting rather weak in health from fretting about it. But, as I knew
not the Lord, I sought the canteen early and late, to drown my anxiety;
but all the beer and rllm that I could get were of no use to me, for
it made me a gl'eater terror to myself, and a very laughing-stock to
my companions.
"Thanks to our dear Heavenly Father, He sought me when I knew
Him not, and when wandering in sin like a lost sheep. It was on a
Sunday, in June, 1885, when sickness had taken its root amongst the
men, and we were burying them in numbers every day. A young officer,
who had just come out from England in time to go with us to Quetta,
was lying very sick in his tent, and, after being in great pain for a few
hours, he died, and they came round the company for volunteers to go
to his funeral, and I went as a bearer, to bring the body from the deadtent to the carriage, when I saw another man on the ground covered
with a blanket,- but this man was supposed to have died from alcoholic
poisoning. This man was not the first, second, or third that I had
helped to carry, but·of all that ever I did, I was never so much affected
as at this time. What with the sound of the band, and the mournful
scene, tears ran down my cheeks like water, and at the grave I wept
bitterly.
"On reaching the camp, a man in my tent asked me if I was sick while
in the cemetery. I replied, ' No, I was not sick, -but nearly brokenhearted.' Tkanks to our dear Heavenly Father, He brought me safely
through it all, and, He drew me out from the world, to worship and
glorify His holy name. That God should have opened my heart, and
revealed; His precious love to me, instead of cutting me off in my sins,
3 D :l
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is the wonder to me now. What can I do but praise Him for His
grace, and tell my comrades of His wondrous power to save ~
"I was so pleased with the little books, Walks and Talks u1,th Jesus.
They have been such a comfort to many here,"
Copies of the thirteenth annual report may be had on application.
to me, at the Old Gaol Chapel,. Salisbury.
Youm sincerely,
November 17th, 1886.
CHARLES BRIDER.
rThe allus~on in the foregoing letter to sicknes~ ~mon.g the military,
and. the bUrIal of the dead, leads us back most VIvIdly III remembrance
of similar scenes in the early part of our ministry. The address round
the open grave, as well as the special services in church for thesoldiers, and the hospital-visiting, we trust, were not in vaiu in the
Lord. In the great day of account, without doubt, there shall be
found confirmation of the promise, "For as the rain cometh d()wn,
and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth
the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed
to the sower, and bread to the eater: so shall My word be that goeth
forth out of My mouth: it shall not return unto Me void, but it shaH
accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing
whereto I sent it" (Isa. Iv. 10, 11). One scene re-presents itself most
forcibly at the moment of writing, We had been ill, and still on our
sick-bed, when a soldier's funeral passing the house, the band, IliS
usual, was playing the "Dead March" in Saul, in response to the
measured step of the troops. Rousing us as it ,did, of a sudden, from
the sleep into which we had fallen, for the moment we were quite at
a loss to know where we were, or what was taking place. The first
waking thought, however, was, that the last great day had arrived,
and the solemn music was summoning the dead to judgment.-ED·l

SORROW AND JOY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I feel I must write a line to you. I have
often sat down to do so. Such love and union of spirit flow from this
sin-burdened heart sometimes, while reading your GOSPEL MAGAZINE;
but, as soon as I have sat down to do so, Satan has thrust his fiery
darts at me, so that I have been beaten down and driven from it. The
Lord only knows what a poor, weak creature I am (1). How many
times I have taken the GOSPEL MAGAZINE to read, and have found such
comfort to my soul, when I have doubted my interest iu a deal'
Redeemer! Nevertheless, I can say, with child-like faith, '" I know
that my Redeemer liveth,' in spite of all my foes " (2).
I was one of those disappointed ones when you came to preach at
. St. Mary W oolnoth, on October 22nd, 1884. I shall never forget the
disappointment of not hearing you on that occasion. I said to a friend,
"This is dreadful, to be turned away from a place of worship. If it
were a theatre, I should not be surprised." I came with a heavy heart,
for I ,felt sure I should have a blessing that night under you; but the
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Lord had ordered it otherwise. I feared since, I was looking too much
to the creature instead of the Creator (3). But the Lord made a way
for me to hear you, in His own good time-when the set time of love
Bad come. It was when you preached at St. Andrew's, Blackfriars.
The subject now is very sweet to my memory-" My grace is sufficient
for thee; My strength is made perfect in weakness." It was indeed a
sweet time to my soul. Oh, how much I feel daily to want this grace,
to keep me in this wicked world! When I look within, and see what
a wicked, sad heart mine is, I have to cry out, "Unclean! unclean 1, "
Then it is I' feel to want" more grace-more grace-Lord" (4). Bless
His dear name, He is more ready to give than I am to ask; and more
than this-He has often come and blessed me when I have not been
asking for a blessing. I look up with amazement, and say, " Can it be
for me 1 Why me, Lord, why me 1" (5.) Yes, He knows just where
I am.
.
This week the Lord has been very good to me, and I feel I would
like to go home, to be for ever with Him, where no sin can mar the
fair beauty of Him. I have often thought, when I have been sitting
in chapel, and hearing my beloved minister, Mr. BRADBURY, preach, I
would like to die in my seat, such a dread I have to face the cruel,
sinful world; but they have seen that I have been with Jesus, when
I have often feared their frowns. Yes, I can often sing" My willing sout would stay
In such a frame as this,
And sit and sing herself away
To everlasting bliss" (6).

How sweet has dear KENT'S hymn been to me this week" Preserved in Jesus when
My feet made haste to hell ;
And there should I have gone,
But Thou dost all things well :
Thy love was great, Thy mercy freer
Which from the pit delivered me."

Ob, what a mercy to think the Lord has preserved me from goip.g
..'lown into the pit, and to be able to say, "I have found a Ransom 1" Oh,
I am such a great sinner, and need a great Saviour! It is a rough
and thorny road sometimes; but, when I read of one that has 1;Jeen so
long in the way, and the Lord has never left you, dear sir, surely I
need not be discouraged, but say, "Still lead on, .dear Saviour!"
My faith feels strengthened when I read of God's dear servi1nts being
kept by the word of God to preach His blessed Word faithfully, and
to proclaim to poor sinners that "salvation is of the Lord." ,
May the dear Lord preserve you! Yet one must think that it will not
he long before He will carry you home, to be for ever with your Lord,
whom you have faithfully loved and served these many years; then
it will be,'" Well done, good and faithful servant; enter thou into the
joy of thy Lord." What a blessed entering in that will be, when you
have ceased from your labours, and all tears are wiped from our faces!
We only enter into part of this rest down here, and that is so sweet
that we think it is heaven begun below; and so I believe it i~.
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I often think, dear sir, how great will be our joy up in that home
above, if we all shall know each other! Many we have never seen face
to face; to hold communion with upon these precious things, but have
had the sweetest communion by reading their writings. I am a
poor, weak, silly sheep j but Jesus says, "This sheep is Mine."
May the God of all grace bless your labours more a1mndantly. So
prays a poor weak one in Him,
Cambenl'ell, October 2nd, 1886.
R. A.
REPLY.

(1.) And what a mercy, dear troubled one, that the L'ord does know!
And do you not see the difference between the past and the present,
in this respect 1 Was there not a time when you would gladly have
concealed this and that from the Lord 1 But now, be it what it may,
though so bad and so black, yet it is a source of satisfaction that the
Lord knows all about it j for if, on the one hand, He knows the evil,
there are times, at least, when you can .plead, as Peter did, "Lord,
Thou lmowest all things j Thou knowest that I love Thee." Ah! low
as one may sink, and manifold as may be one's fears, it is sweet to
grasp His precious feet with this so ardent plea!
(2.) And what a mercy this, likewise! It was in the depths of
trouble and anguish, you will remember, that -Job uttered these words j
and it is in like circumstances-when driven, as it were, to distraction,
and seeking, like a drowning man, to catch at the tiniest means for
rescue-that the soul bursts its bonds, as it were, in this so plaintive,
but fixed and determinate a declaration.
(3. ) Well might you fear this. The Lord is our Witness that this
looking to the creature is one of our greatest dreads, on behalf of a
reader or hearer j for, as verily as there is a looking to the creature,
in the least degree of dependence, taking for granted that there will be
a blessing, because there has been aforetime, defeat and disappointment
are almost sure to follow. The Lord is jealous of His glory, and will
not have the creature, in the veriest iotal take His place.
(4.) Well, blessed be His name, He has pledged Himself to bestow
it. "He giveth more grace" is the divine record j and, depend on
it, the longer we live, the more we shall discover our need of it. We
shall never-no, never-be independent j but, with all the boasted
wisdom and knowledge and fleshly attainments of the day, .we shall
never be otherwise than poor hobblers and beggars up to the very gates
of the New Jerusalem. "I am [not simply was, but am] poor: and
needy," will be the echoes of the wilderness all the journey through; and
a rich mercy it is when we can realize the fact, "Yet the Lord thinketh
upon me,"
(5.) Ah!" Why me 1 why me 1" indeed! We sometimes say to
our dear people that Dr. WATTS struck the key-note down here which
will be taken up in yonder world" Why was I made to hear Thy voice,
And enter while there's room,
Whilst thousands make a wretched choice,
And rather starve than come 1 "

This
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(6.) And yet, notwithstanding these so ardent desires-the which we
are most familiar with, especially in the pulpit-are you not thankful
for the detention ~ Had He taken us home, as we have so often wished
He would do, should we not 'have lost an immensity of what we have
since been permitted to see and feel-know and rejoice in ~ Ah !
depend upon it, His time will be the best time, after all, and His
way the best way. Oh, for a sacred stillness in this respect-a waiting
and a watching His mind, with a "Not as I will, but as Thou wilt."
"All the days of my appointed time will I wait till my change
come."
THE EDITOR.
FELLOW-FEELING.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR FRIEND,-I cannot help troubling you with a few lines to
say how thankful I am to the Lord for leading you to write what you
experieI\ce in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. I do feel it is all so exactly
what I go through, that it shows me my guilty fears are no proof that
I am not a child of God, for if I did not know some of His own felt
the same, it would add to my already doubtful state. The dread I
have of a long and helpless illness is often fearful with me; and, as I
have never with confidence had adoption sealed home to me, I feel it
the more.
Tn many ways I am astonished at the similarity of our feelings.
Like you, to be told I must sit and do nothing for half-an-hour would
be to me a penance to satisfy any Papist. Indeed I have much sympathy with all the sorrowful part of your pilgrimage. Wonld that I had
the same with the happier part-a bright hope of being the Lord's.
Believe me, yours in warm Christian affection,
lI1arket Rasen, Octobm' 15(h, 1886.
K. PARKER.
REPLY.
We rejoice to find that what has been written as the simple expression of our own experience, meets your case. It helps to reconcile us
to the discipline to which it pleases the Lord to subject us. It appears
to ourselves as though we were never more at a loss to, know what may
be His holy will and purpose in regard to our tarry here. We have
no light whatever upon it; but can only feel, as you do, dear sister, at
even a more advanced age than ourselves, that, from the very nature of
things, the time of our departure cannot be far distant. It must be
near. However, be assured of this, that the dread and the anxiety as
to the when and how of the removal of which you speak are by no means
limited to yourself. Could we-were it in our power-to state what
we feel and what we fear in this respect, we doubt not it would amaze
you. ?,he sa.me recoilipg from a long and trying illness of wh~ch you
speak IS precIsely our own feeling upon the matter, and the whIch we
pray our God, if it be His blessed will, we may be spared. And yet, as
if to rebuke us for our folly, in attempting to dictate to the Lord, or
prescribe a course for Him to follow, for little, if anything, short of
twelve months, one of our nearest and dearest relatives, after a most
active life (with heavy responsibilities attached to his position), has
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been wholly laid aside. At one time we were expecting tidings of his
-departure every hour j and yet be bas been-and is-kept in the calmest
.and most tranquil state of mind imaginable. A simple falling into the
:hand of the Lord, with a "Do with me as seemeth Thee good" j
~'N ot as I will, but as Thou wilt."
Now, we cannot tell you, dear
friend, what ::I. rebuke this is to ourselves, and how it testifies of the
Lord's all-sufficiency. We have, as you intimate, the greatest dread of
illness or idleness. Non-occupation is real labour to us. The animal
spirits droop at once.
There is, however, one feature in our case that we cannot overlook.
It is this. If we feel as we do with respect to sickness and the article
of death, with the personal knowledge of the Lord that we have realized
for sixty years, how well may those who know not the Lord, nor have
had any personal dealings with Him, consider their position, and ask
themselves how it is likely to be with them in the swellings of J ordan ~
Moreover, our position and state of minrl is a practical refutation of the
libellous charges against the doctrines of grace, when men betray their
vital ignorance of the real nature of spiritual life and its operations by
-stating that, if a man knows his call by grace, and, by such "call,"
_hath made his" election sure," he can, therefore, live as he lists, or, in
.(,)ther words, revel in worldliness, carnality, _and sin. We repeat that
such representation is wholly at variance with the real state of the case.
From the very nature of the new life of which the regenerated and
divinely-quickened souls are made the partakers, they would live, if
they could, the life of an angel. Their new creatureship is the introduction to a ceaseless warfare with" the world, the flesh, and the devil."
A contemplation by faith of the bitterness of Gethseinane and the
anguish of Calvary, as applicable to the great Substitute and Surety, on
account of sin and transgression, strikes a death-blow to the love of the
world, with all its sinful pleasures and pursuits. Hence they become
"strangers and pilgrims" here, and long for the time of deliverance
from all the ruinous consequences of the fall. No, no j they are no
longer in their element in the world j and their sorrow is, that it
should, in any degree, ensnare and captivate by means of the old
nature, which cleaves to them as long as they are called to be
sojourners in this vale of tears. Such are at enmity with themselves.
They "deny I, themselves. Their poor creature-selves, or their first
Adam relationship, they regard as their worst fOes, because ever present
-a heart and a home enemy-always ready to betray, captivate, and
"ensnare. Hence their longing for freedom-a full and a free discharge
from self, as well as sin and the world. Well was it recorded upon a
soldier's tomb" The heaviest warfare I ever was in
Was at the battle of self, in the conquest of sin."

Now, these are problems which the worldling cannot solve-mysteries
which he cannot comprehend. But, with all your fears and your so
great disquietude, you must admit, dear troubled one, that they are not
pambles to you. Hence you may "thank God and take courage," for
greater is He that is in you and for you than all they that are against
you.
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Bnt there is one feature of your case to which we would affectionately
call your special attention. Remember this-that the Lord at one time
speaks by His Word, and at another t.ime by His works. He deals
with His children both by His Book and by His providence; not, as
a rule, by both at once, and yet the one by no means opposing or
contradicting the other.
Now, you have been, dear sister, for many years desiring-and that.
most earnestly-that the Lord would spealc to you; but, although you
may scarcely be conscious of the fact, 'you have been virtually dictating
to Him what He shall say. In other words, you have been asking
Him to speak, directly and unmistakably, the words of pardon and
peace -to your poor, anxious, sin-burdened soul. Your language ha:;
been, "Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth "; "Say unto my soul, I
am thy salvation."
We stay not here to consider the fact that these very breathings of
the heart bespeak not only a consciousness of sin and its deserts-and
this conviction can only be inwrought by the Holy Ghost-but it;,
evidences likewise a practical acknowledgment, and as practical a falling
in with, the salvation of Jesus; and, where this is the case, it not only
testifies of the Personal work of the Holy Ghost, but is a sure mark
and evidence of a personal interest in, and practical participation of, the
blessings of salvation; or, in other words, a subject of divine grace and
a corresponding heir of eternal glory.
But to return. For a knowledge of pardon you have been long
looking and longing. With anything short of this you could not be
content; and, because the Lord hath not answered you in your way,
and according to your proposal, you are the subject of doubt, fear, and
misgiving as to your being His child, or His having any saving interest in, or regard for you. You are apprehensive as to whether you
have ever had any real Scriptural token or proof of His love to your
poor sin-steeped soul.
'
Well, now, let us seek to test this, upon the principle of which we
just now spoke, namely, His Word and His works. You have passed
not merely your three-score years and ten, but even your four-score
years. By whom, through whom, to whom, do you ascribe that notable
fact? How is it that you have thus far escaped the sicknesses, and
been borne up amid the sufferings and the sorrows, inseparable from
our present mortal state 1 Can you-dare you-ascribe it to any wisdom,
strongth, or foresight of your own ~ We well know what your reply
will be. You would give the negative, in the strongest and most
forciblo way. In all the fulness of your heart we are sure you would
exclaim, "By Thee have I been borne up from the womb; Thou art,
He that took me out of my mother's bowels." Moreover, we are
persuaded that none would more emphatically testify than yourself,
"Having obtained help of God, I continue unto this day." Aye, and
will you not add, "It is of the Lord's mercies I' am not consumed,
because His compassions fail not" 1 With this acknowledgment is
there not, moreover, the remembrance of times and seasons, positions
aneI circumstances, in which naught but an Almighty arm could have
sustained and delivered 1
And this brings us to the point the which we wish to submit t()
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you. If we mistake not" you have had your idol, as well as ourselves.
Widowhood, we had nearly said, has led to creature-worship. In other
words, the removal of this or that one has led to the clinging the
closer to those-or to he or she-who may have been left. Well, now,
'could your present position have been foreshown you, some two or
three years ago-had the fact that the one so near and dear would be
placed in his present circumstances-what would you have said 1, In all
probability, your conclusion would have been that such a state of
things would have been utterly overwhelming. You would most likely
have said, "That I could not bear. To all intents and purposes, it
would make an end of me." Has it done so ,f? Then, if not, to whom
do you ascribe the mercy that, "though He hath chastened you sore,
He hath not given you over unto death" 1
Oh, be it yours, therefore, to say, "Though He slay me, yet will I
trust in Him." What a precious resolve was that of Esther of eld-" I
will go in unto the king, which is not Mcording:'to the law; 'and if I
perish, I perish."
" I can but perish if I go ;
I am resolved to try;
For, if' I stay away, I know
I must for ever die.
" But can I die with mercy Bought,
When I the King have tried 'I
This were to die (delightful tho\lght !)
As sinner never died."
THE EDITOlt.
OUR NEW BOOK-" LED AND FED."
WE have great pleasure in inserting the annexed letter, just to hand.
Our dear brother-in-law, Mr. J. B. DENSHAM, has now been wholly laid
aside, and for the most part kept entirely to his bed, in the most
prostrate condition, for twelve months. At the same time, his mind
has been kept in a state of almost unruffled calmness, peace, and a
simple leaning upon and cleaving to the Lord. Considering the weighty
responsibility of an extensive business, as well as the painful bereavement to which, some two years since" he was called, in the loss of
his many years' bosom companion, we have been amazed at the grace
given and the strength afforded; yt>a, so much so that we have repeatedly reproached ourselves for what we have considered has been
virtually tempting the Lord. Numberless times have we asked ourselves,
What should we do, if the Lord saw fit thus to try our 'little grain of
faith 1 Were we thus laid aside-utterly helpless, thoroughly prostrate,
called to pass wearisome days and sleepless nights, and unable either to
say or dOl aught for ourselves-what, alas! should we do 1 As it is,
if idle or unoccupied for even a few minutes, down go the spirits, the
heart is oppressed, and, as one used to say, "we seem to sink fathoms
in a moment." Hence we feel and we fear that we are thus tempting
the Lord to show what His almighty arm can do,in spite of our"distrust and unbelief. The Lord, in mercy, pity and pardon us for tllis
additional feature of our faithlessness and folly.
By the same post· that brought the foregoing, letter, we received
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another epistle, from a beloved sister in the Lord, in which, when
spoaking of a dear friend that has just been called home, she says:" Ah! my dear brother, how these earthly ties do cause us to cling
to the things of time and sense; but· I do think and believe," she
adds, "before we 'tread the verge of Jordan,' they will be utterly
banished, as in the case :>f my dear friend, Mrs. LEECH. At one time
she felt so much about leaving her only daughter, there being no sign
of a work of grace in her heart. A week or two before she died,
she said she had quite done with all earthly things. Her whole will and
wish was with the Lord, for Him to do as was best." Our dear friend
adds, "So I. know it will be ,with you, my dear brother."
God, ,of
His great mercy, grant it,_ for a precious Christ's sake! Amen and
amen.
Before quoting the letter in question, we will just add that the proposed book, "LED AND FED,". is rapidly passing through the press, and
we trust ~t will be ready for issue early in February of the new year
of 1887.
THE EDITOR.
Mannarnead, Novembel' 16th, 1886.

My DEAREST UNOLE,-Our dear father has been anxious for some
days that we should write to you, as at present there seems little hope
of his doing so himself. :ae wishes his name put down as a subscriber
for eight copies of your new work, and I am to tell you how many
sweet and precious thoughts he has had in meditating upon the title,
"Led and Fed." He has been carried back to fifty years ago, when
unitedly with dear Uncle George and yourself, the Lord commenced
the" leadings and..feedings:" Now, on his sick bed, he is helped to
realize how wonderfully the Lord has fulfilled His word-how He has
watched over and provided for each one of the three-and drawing
near, as he feels to be, to the end, his great wish is, to testify to the
never-ceasing goodness of the Lord through every step of his pathway.
"Not one thing hath failed"; and, during the twelve months he has
been ill, he has been often sweetly favoured with melting moments
before the Lord for all He has done for him.
Very glad would dear father be to see you once more. He would
have much to say to you, if given strength to do so; but at p~esent
he can say but little at a time, this last relapse having, of course,
greatly weakened him.
.
With our united best love, believe me, dearest uncle,
Your loving niece,
ANNIE.
LET not him who is of a sorrowful spirit be cast down because he
cannot rise to the heights of joy and gladnflss that others speak of, for
although he may be alone, passing it may be under a cloud, yet he is
on safe ground, if still clinging to, and in humility sits at the foot of,
the cross, waiting for the Saviour to say, "Friend, come up higher!"
Yea, the time will come when his weeping shall be over; conflict.,
litbour, and travail shall cease; and he shall experience that, " at God's
right hand, there are pleasures for evermore."
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Lepers in India.

Ninth Edition. Revised and Enlarged. London:
John F. Shaw and 00.
A PAINFULLY-INTERESTING pamphlet. Some of the facts recorded are
of the most remarkable character. The number of our poor fellow-.
creatures who are smitten with this most deplorable malady is surprising.
"The total number of lepers in British India alone," says the writer of
the pamphlet, "is more than 99,000, or fifty-four cases in every
100,000 of the population." A case is mentioned of a blind leper
who died very recently. When asked if he suffered mucb, bis reply
was, "Since I trusted Ohrist, nineteen years ago, I have known neither
pain of body nor pain of mind." Well does the writer 'add, "What a
glorious testimony to the power of Ohrist to heal a sin-sick soul!)J
Reader, "is there anything too hard for the Lord ~" Verily not. He
is "mighty to save," and "able to do exceeding abundantly above all
that we ask or think."

My First CU1"acy. The Story of a Quiet Cornish Parish. By TREGELLES
PILKINGHORNE, Author of "David Easterbrooke," &c. London: The
Ohristian Oommonwealth Printing Oompany.-Ably written-very!
"IT IS WELL."
ART thou now bowed .down with
sorrowAnxious o'er the dread to-morrow 1
From this then some comfort borrow"It is well."

In God's love then still abiding,
In His strength alone confiding,
Trusting all to His providing,
"It is well."

Though the way be long and dreary;
Thou depressed, footsore, and weary;
With thy loving Saviour near thee., It is well."

When this pilgrimage is ended,
In thy death by Him attended,
From hell's onslaughts safe de.fended,
'Twill be welL

Thou must pass through strong temptation,
And endure much tribulation,
Needful for thy education"It is well."

Then to realms of glory soaring,
There His providence exploring,
Thou wilt own, while Him adoring,
All was well.
UNO.
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