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FAREWELL TO 1888.
"And, bellO Id, this day I am going the way of all the earth: and
ye know in 011 youI' hearts, and in att your souls, that not one thing
Itath failed of all the good tltings n·hiclt the Lord your God spake
concerning you / all are come to pass unto you, and not one thing
hath failed thereof" -J OSHU A xxiii. 14.

WE know of no more suitable portion with which to close the
receding year than the above; and the first thought that presents itself in regard to it is, the calmness and the passive
surrender so marked in the tone and language of Joshua.
Although he is speaking of his own dissolution, and his final
severance from the flesh and all human things, whioh, in itself
considered, could but be a saorifice as well as a surrender,
yet he betrays not the semblanoe of disquiet or regret. Moses
showed a different feeling. He laoked-at any rate, upon one
occasion-the submission and the readiness to depart which
are so obvious in his successor; but this was easily to be accounted for. He wished-and it was but natural that he should
do so-to behold for himself the fulfilment of J ehovah's promises
with respect to Israel. Hence his language, "Let me go over and
see that goodly land, and Lebanon." The very desire was a
virtual admission of his high estimate of the gift in reserve for
Israel; and there is not a question that his admiration was intense
when, from the top of Pisgah; "the Lord showed him all the
land of Gilead, unto Dan, and all Naphtali, and the land of
Ephraim, and Manasseh, and all the land of J udah, unto the
utmost sea, and the south, and the plain of the valley of Jericho,
the city of palm trees, unto Zoar" (Deut. xxxiv. 1-3). But even
this desire UPOll the part of Moses was afterwards overruled, so
that he was rendered equally ready with Joshua and others to
fall in with the will of the Lord, and to quit the soenes associated with his lengthenod earthly sojourn.
We wish to dwell upon this, for we deem it a striking feature
3 A
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in the experience of the Lord's people-His ministering servants
especially. Whilst yet aught remains for the latter to do, there
is a clinging to earth, not for its own sake, or because of any
fleshly attraction, but there is a certain supernatural influence in
operation that connects the heart and mind with the work the
Lord has in reserve. It is a prompting of the Spirit which raises
the thoughts and will above all other considerations, even though
personal comfort and the release from trial and affliction may be
at stake as to present possession. The wish and desire to be instrumental in furthering the Lord's cause and prumoting His
kingdom and glory, in the work assigned for such an one to be
engaged in, take the precedence of all other considerations.
We are persuaded that this is a foremost feature in the experience of the Lord's ministers, and may aCC01?nt for their willingness to remain where they are, and as they are. The time in
their case has not as yet come for them to exclaim, with the blessed
Simeon, "Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace,
according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation."
Their eyes have not as yet seen His salvation in the special opening and development which are in reserve, and for the accomplishment of which, as we have said, they are willing and anxious to
wait. Herein they are brought into a oneness of mind with the
Lord Himself. Indeed, this subjection and willingness are His own
work.'*'
The readiness to abide the Lord's pleasure, with respect to the
sorely tried and afflicted, is to be traced to the Lord's own work
in the heart and mind. It is He who bends the will and He
who moulds the mind into a sweet and blessed conformity with
His own divine will and purpose. How can the patience and
resignation upon the part of some of the intensest sufferers be
accounted for upon any other principle? Such patience and resignation are utterly out of the reach of the creature, and beyond the
grasp of a fleshly hand. We cannot, therefore, but contemplate
with adoring wonder and astonishment, not merely the submission,
but the acquiescence, upon the part of the Lord's tried and afflicted
ones, in regard to their afflictions. How, like Job of old, they
say, "Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not
receive evil also?" How ready, moreover, are they to rebuke
" Since writing the foregoing, we happened to turn upon the following in thc
"Life of the Rev. John Saltmarsh." He told his wife (Sl.ys the narrator) that he
had been in a trance, and received a message from God, which he must immediately
communicate to the army, of which he was chaplain. He diel so. Having seen the
general, and delivered his message, he then had an interview with the officers,
telling them he had now fulfilled his errand, and should see them no more; after
which he went to London, and took leave of his friends, saying his work was done,
and requesting them to be careful of his wife. He then returned home in perfect
health. Next day, he told his wife that he had now finished h1s work, and must
go to his l!'ather. The next morning-just one week after his dream, or vision-he
was taken speechless, and about four 0' clock in the afternoon he died.-ED.
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.a ny who vonture to reproach the Most IIigh in regard to His
Fathel'1y disoipline ! ,Ve contend that this tone of mind upon the
'part of the afflicted is a precious proof of divine power, and a
.striking evidence of what the grace of God can accomplish. The
natural effect of trouble, disappointment, or defeat, is resistance
and rebellion. Hence, to say the least, the absence of this is
hopeful; but, when the afflicted or defeated one is reconciled to
the dispensation, and exclaims, with the Psalmist, "I know, 0
Lord, that Thy judgments are right, and that in faithfulness
Thou hast afflicted me," this sweetly betokens the work of the
Holy Ghost. How marked is the contrast between such and
those who, under loss or cross, lay violent hands on themselves
(so much, alas! the practice in the present day), and thus presumptuously rush into the immediate presence of the Great
Eternal!
What a mercy, reader, if there be a falling down before the
Lord, under a sense of personal sin and transgression! What a
mercy if brought in sincerity to say, " I will bear the indignation
of the Lord, because I have sinned against Him"! What a mercy
if, in simplicity and truth, the utterance of the soul is, "Let me
fall into the hand of the Lord, for very great are His mercies;
but let me not fall into the hand of man" !
Moreover, how additional the mercy if, instead of calling in
question the wisdom and goodness of J ehovah, and sitting in
judgment upon His acts-so common in the present day-there is
the Patriarch's excla.mation, "Shall not the Judge of all the earth
do right?" or the Apostle's remonstrance, "Nay, but, 0 man, who
art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say
to Him that formed it, Why hast Thou made me thus?"
Reader, we have touched upon these things, in passing, because
of the prevalence of this mode of reasoning and objecting in the
times in which we live. Even at the moment of writing, some
stranger has called with a letter addressed to ourselves, enclosing
a leaflet full of the most anti-Scriptural reasoning and antagonism
to the truth. Hence, we repeat, if taught by ~race divine to "be
still, and know that He is God," how great is the mercy! Sure
we are that, mysterious and inexplicable as are the dealings of God,
both in the order of His providence, and in the dispensations of
His grace, and utterly beyond the comprehension, much less explanation, of the creature, yet, in the issue, and in the final
consummation of all things, the Lord God Omnipotent will justify
Himself, and His righteous rule and government, in the sight of
the whole human race, from Adam to the last being that shall
appear upon the stage of time.
Not one of the vast body of
the human family shall be able to charge J ehovah with injustice.
Even the condemned shall be compelled to acknowledge the justice
of their condemnation.
3 A 2
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We love that expression of Job's, spoken as it was in the depths.
of his varied calamities-" Though He slay me, yet will I trust iu
Him." And Jonah-poor, rebellious, self-willed Jonah-exclaimed,
"Out of the belly of hell will I cry unto Thee."
Ah! dear reader, to whom else can we appeal? Well might the
disciples say, when asked" if they also would go away," "Lord, to·
whom else can we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life."
But we pass on to consider the fervent appeal of Joshua. How
emphatic his language! How fearless of contradiction! " Ye
know," says he, "in all your hearts, and in all your souls, that
not one thing hath failed of all the good things which the Lord
your God spake concerning you."
What a challenge was this! J'oshua well knew the firmness of
the ground he was taking. He had been so long and so uninterruptedly the eye-witness of the facts he now sought to bring before
Israel. He knew, moreover, that he had their consciences on
Ms side. Hence the boldness-the perfeot fearlessness-of his
challenge. He well knew that they could not deny his statement.
They had, through all their wilderness wanderings, been the CODtinuous recipients of the Lord's bounty, the objects of His ceaseless
care, the creatures of His perpetual leading, and the subjects of
His protecting and preserving mercy. These were facts whioh
could not be gainsaid. There was no room for doubt or question.
It was so self-evident, the which Israel must admit without the
semblance of denial. Although (with the exception of Joshua
himself and Caleb) all that were brought out of Egypt had passed
away, yet with the testimony of their fathers respeoting the details
of their deliverance, each and every Israelite must be familiar.
A key to this fact is furnished by what Rahab the harlot said to
the spies, when Jericho was about to be destroyed. "I know that
the Lord hath given you the land," said she, "and that your terror
is fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land faint
beoause of you. For we have heard how the Lord dried up the
water of the Red Sea for you, when ye came out of Egypt; and
what ye did unto the two kings of the Amorites, that were on the
other side J Ol'dan, Sihon and Og, whom ye utterly destroyed. And
as soon as we had heard these things, our hearts did melt, neither
did there remain any more courage in any man because of you:
for the Lord your God, He is God in heaven above, and in earth
beneath" (Joshua ii. 9-11).
We repeat that there was such solemnity and such steadfastness
in the tone of the appeal of Joshua. "Ye know in all your hearts,
and in all your souls." What could be more striking? What furnish a more direct plea to the heart and conscience? There was
no room for resistance, much less denial, on the part of Israel.
. And will not the same kind of appeal hold good, dear reader, in
regard to the personal experience of the people of God? Theirs
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is no hap-hazard testimony-no guess-work-no mere peradventure
-as to oovenant realities; nor is it that which they have learnt from
others. It is no second-hand information, but it is personal, real,
bona fide! It is what they have" tasted, and handled, and felt"!
It is what they have proved in the flood and in the flame! The
little knowledge they have has sprung from the furnace! They
themselves have been as "brands plucked from the fire." Honce
their knowledge (small as it is) has been fire-proof! It has been
burnt into their innermost souls, therefore it stands! It bears the
test, however severe. No vain philosophy-not all the "schools
of thought," with all their vain imaginations and subtle devioescan reason or argue out of what has thus been learnt in the depths!
{)h, the fulness of that utterance, "Thou hast known my soul in
adversities"! How invaluable and how incontrovertible that per·
sonal, heartfelt, experimental knowledge !
Observe, again, the comp1'ehensiveness of the appeal-" Not ono
thing hath failed of all the good things which the Lord your God
spake concerning you." All was fulfilled to the very letter. How
this appeal harmonized with what the Lord Himself said to His disciples in long after day-" I sent you out without scrip and shoes;
lacked ye anytMng.2" Has there been, as if the Lord had said,
aught in the least degree wanting? Has not every real need
been supplied? Has there been any blank or void in what was
essential for your well-being i' And as the early statement of
Joshua and the after-statement of Jesus were in such strict unison
and agreement, so, in like manner, the facts would hold good
through all the intervening period; yea, and will equally hold
good down to the present mom€Dt in the combined experience of the
whole Ohurch of God. There has been no lack-nothing really
wanting. N at a case has failed; not a cause has been neglected;
not an instance in which the absolute requirements were not heeded.
Perfection and completeness are, and eternally shall be, inscribed
upon all J ehovah's doings; and, as we have already intimated,
shall bear the universal endorsement of the whole redeemed
family. Whatever may be the present conflict, however great the
resistance of the flesh, the sarcasm of the world, or the insinuations of Satan, still, at length and at last, there will be a uniform
and an unexceptionable and exulting testimony to the praise of
the glory of Jehovah's character and handiwork. Of this we have
no more doubt than of our own present existence.
In the statement, however, of the perfect fulfilment of the Lord
J ehovah's promises in regard to Israel, and the total absence of
even the semblance of flaw or failure, it is well to consider the
circumstances under which the "shoes of iron and brass" were
;promised, together with all that was necessary for the sustenance
and proteotion of Israel in their prospective journey. Think, dear
reader, what it was. Apart from all they had witnessed, as con-
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nected with their deliverance from Egypt, and their liberation
from their bitter slavery under Pharaoh, what a scene lay beforethat vast multitude as they stood upon the margin of the wilderness-a hot, burning, sandy desert, beset with scorpions, and
drought, and innumerable dangers, where there was to be neither
seed-time nor harvest, and where there was no store-house nor barn.
What a prospect ! Yet the mind of Moses was strengthened and
fortified to undertake the leadership of so perilous an enterprise,
and this, too, after his own acknowledged unfitness and repeated
objections to encounter such a service. We have to thank God
that these facts are left upon record, inaRmuch as they prove by
whom the Lord works, and magnify the grace with and by which
He qualifies the weakest, and frailest, and most unlikely for the
work to which He calls, and for which He adapts them.
But, reader, forbidding and hopeless, in a human point of view,
as was Israel's condition, just as they had emerged from Egypt,.
and stood upon the threshold of the wilderness, in a certain sense,
their position was not darker nor more discouraging than is that of
thousands of the Lord's dear children, when called by grace divine
out of the world, and as they enter upon a pilgrimage beset on
every hand by difficulty aud danger. We contend that not more
perilous nor less promising was Israel's position, under the circumstances to which we have adverted, than, as a rule, is that of the
child of God, even in a providential point of view, as he enters
upon his pilgrim course.
For the purpose of showing His own special guidance, His own
special interest, His own special provision, how commonly do we
find that where, in the sovereignty of His grace, and in the display
of His omnipotent power, the Lord calls one whose prospects, in
a worldly sense, are bright in the extreme, there follows a total
failure. The most sanguine hopes and expectations are crushed,
and why? For the purpose, as we have intimated, that the Lord,
and the Lord alone, should. be looked to, and tested, and proved,
as the Guide and the Guardian of His people, and that in the case
of such the words of Joshua should be confirmed and verified-"Ye
know in all your hearts, and in all your souls, that not one thing
hath failed of all the good things which the Lord your God spake
concerning you; all are come to pass unto you, and not one thing
hath failed thereof" (Joshua xxiii. 14).
The same argument, moreover, holds good in regard to those
who enter upon their pilgrim route through this wilderness, with
no such bright prospects as those to which we have just alluded.
On the contrary, a very large proportion of the household of faith
are among the weakest, the frailest, apparently the least equal t(}
encounter the craft, the treachery, the overreaching and the
down-treading pursuits and practices of the world. Humanly
speaking, the contrast is immense; the disparity between the one
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class and the other-the believer and the worldling-is incalculable;
and yet how marvellously are such not only sustained, but enabled.
by grace and power divine, to pursue a wise, honourable, and
successful career. Of necessity, and from the very nature of things,
they must ascribe the success of such career to the Lord, and the
Lord alone. They are precious examples of the fruit of the
Redeemer's prayer to His Father and their Father, to His God
and their God-" I pray not that Thou shouldst take them out
of the world, but that Thou shouldst keep them from the evil" ;
and such, under a feeling of personal helplessness, and a corresponding felt need of divine guidance and support, are fully
prepared to testify, in regard to preservation and prosperity, "Yet
not I, but the grace of God which was with me." Who so ready
as those thus taught of God to acknowledge His divine allsufficiency for and amid all they are called to meet with-to give
heed to the counsel, " Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man
glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his
might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: but let him that
glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth Me,
that I am the Lord, which exercise loving-kindness. judgment, and
righteousness in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the
Lord" ? (Jer. ix. 23, 24.)
The observant reader, we doubt not, has often contemplated with
wonder and admiration the wisdom and the strength given to the
weakest and the frailest of men to enter upon this or that work,
the which it would seem they were altogether unequal to, and yet
such have marvellously succeeded; whilst, on the other hand, those
who have appeared to be so keen-sighted, active, and energetic
have completely failed in their undertakings. Their fancied wisdom, judgment, foresight, have proved the most thorough failure.
Hence there is no room for fleshly boast or creature-pride. " The
race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong." It is "the
lame that take the prey." *
Again, upon the same principle of all glory being due to the
Lord, and not in the leastwise to man, all such as are led and
taught are equally ready to acknowledge the fact that "not one
thing hath failed of all the good things which the Lord their God
spake concerning them." Moreover, the consciousness of their own
weakness, frailty, and inability, in a human sense, to cope with the
world, has only led to the more intense acknowledgment and
admiration on their part, of the mercy, kindness, and compassion
.. Even since we wrote the above, we have received a letter from one engaged
He speaks, in his letter, of his own utter helplessness
and want of wisdom; yet, at the same time, testifies of the marvellous way in
which he is guided and sustained, the Lord thus literally fulfilling His word, in
a providential as well as in a spiritual sense, namely, in "giving power to the
faint, and in them that have no might, increasing strength." Be it yours, dear
reader, to test Him.-ED.
in an immense business.
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of Him who has thus ratified and fulfilled His word, "My grace
is sufficient for thee; My strength is made perfect in weakness."
Observe, dear reader, the terms in which Joshua expresserl
himself. Doubtless with a view of giving additional force to his
statement, he repeats the declaration as to there having been no
failure. Further, he makes the assertion both in a positive and
negative form, and this for the purpose of giving greater tone to
the testimony. He says, "All are come to pass unto you, and not
one thing hath failed thereof." Mark the "not one thing," as
twice repeated in the same verse.
And now, dear reader, in summing up our remarks, and bringing to a close our comments, what shall we say in regard to the
year, the last month of which will have arrived when what we
now write is in yOUT hand? Notwithstanding the fact that, with
many of us, the year is closing in a very different way, and under
greatly altered circumstances, to that in which it was commenced,
yet are we not bound to testify that" not one thing hath failed
of all the good things the Lord promised"? Although the way
may have often appeared new-strange-contradictory-has there
been any lack as to the Lord's ceaseless goodness and mercy?
Notwithstanding onr manifold fears as to what was about to
happen, or in regard to the result of certain seemingly dark and
dubious providences, what, in spite of all, has been the result?
Have we less cause at the close of this year than at the close of
any preceding year, to testify that "goodness and mercy have
followed us" P Has not our God been all-sufficient? Has He not
been true to His word, "I will cause My goodness to pass before
thee " ? "Thy shoes shall be iron and brass; and as thy days,
so shall thy strength be"? "My God shall supply all your need,
according to His riches in glory, by Christ Jesus"? Has there,
we ask, been the veriest flaw or the slightest failure in anyone
respect regarding all the occurrences of the year? Are we not
bound to testify of divine faithfulness and all-sufficiency?
Oh, then, why, why should we call in question for a moment
that equal faithfulness and equal all-sufficiency shall attend us
in the little time-state that remains, and that the jutw'e shall
bear testimony, as does the past, that "not one thing hath failed
of all the good things that the Lord our God hath promised-that
not one thing hath failed thereof"?
Lord, we close our feeble comments for the year with a grateful
acknowledgment of the good and gracious Hand that has followed
us, not merely through the present receding year of our time-state,
but through all the years of our pilgrimage even until now. We
bless, praise, and adore Thee for all the love and mercy, grace
and compassion, which Thou hast been )pleased to vouchsafe to
us. Thou hast been to us, Lord, ten thousand times better than
all our fears, and incomparably good and gracious ovor and
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above all our ill-and-hell-desorvings. "Thou !last delivered,
Thou dost deliver, in whom we trust that Thou wilt yet deliver
us." We look to Thee, Lord, to "perfect that which concerneth
us"; to "do as Thou hast said "; yea, unally to "bring off the
headstone with shoutings of Grace, grace unto it! "
« Grace shall complete what grace1begins

To save from sorrows and from sins;
The work which Wisdom undertakes,
Eternal Mercy ne'er forsakes."
" Grace all the work shall crown,
Through everlasting days;
It lays in heaven the topmost stone,
And well deserves the praise."
THE

Em'Hm,

,S/r1111ey Lodge, Burgoyne Road, Southsert,
THEN AND NOW.-15S8 AND 1888.
BY AN ENGLISHWOlYfAN.

'So Norfolk's to the fore again,
Old England's honour to proclaim
To n:1tions far and wide?
A thorough Protestant should be
As Presidcnt, o'er land and sea,
At this Al'l11:1d:1 tide.
Also, Primc Ministcr should be
At helm of State; onc such as wc
Would spill hem't's blood to grcct.
And Bishops ctnd Arch bishops gnmd,
In Engbnd's Isle, in this our land,
Firm Protestants should meet.
Instead of such, what do we find
But leaders on to Rome inclined
In this our native lctnd?
In times like these, when m:1ny
meet
To cel'bmte victory so complete,
There should be ct true bctnd.
All should be Protestant to the
core,

As aJl those were in days of yore
Who met rLt Tilbury Fort.
For great Queen Bess, in armour
cbd,
At that old Fort did make ctll glad
Who did to her resort.
Southsea.

She sent thcm forth upon the sect
To fight for Queen and" Oounterie,"
Agctinst thc power of Rome.
And fight thcy did for that grectt
cause.
True to their faith, true to the laws,
For" liberty" at home.
There was ct bmld of faithful men
"\Vho wieldcd well a wcapon thenThe weapon of all.pmyer;
And through this instrument we tnLce
An ctnswer of lLmctzing grace,
" Deliverance" from their care.
Our God, who rules both wind ctnd
wave,

Put forth His,mighty power to save
Old England's sons from harm.
His tempests swept those ships so
grand
That C:1me unto our native land
Prep:1red with war's alarm.
And thus, three hundred years :1gone,
His power, and only that alone,
Saved England from a snare.
And now once more the net is sprectd ;
May Ohristif1ll people all be led
To flee to Him in prayer.
N.P.W.

A CROSS of our own choosing we cannot have, honeyed and sugared
with consolations.
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TAKING IN BALLAST TO STEADY THE SHIP.
"In the day of prosperity be joyful, but in the day of adversity consider:
God also hath set the one over against the other, to the end that man shoulcl
find nothing ct/ter him."-EccLESIASTES vii. 14.
SEEING a heap of old bar iron on a wharf, we asked, "What is this;
for? " 'With a touch of the hat our informant replied, "This is for
ballast, sir, to keep the ship steady." "Ve had got our lesson, as we
thought of a ship with its masts, and horizontal spars, all in place; its
ropes and blocks connected aright; its tackling and sails all wellarranged; but, with all, yet needing its propC1' proport'ion of ballast, put
into the hold, to keep the vessel steady, especially amidst the surging
waves.
Dear fellow-Christian, it is just so with us. We may be right in
many ways, but if we have not taken in the ballast we shall be topheavy-soon puffed up with spiritual pride and self-conceit-therefore
it is that the Lord sends the day of adversity against the day of prosperity, that we may feel our dependence and nothingness, and to keep
the ship steady amidst the storms and seas of life.
Let us ponder over this proof of His wisdom and love, dear reader.
Our passage is drawn from the Book of Ecclesiastes-one, I think, very
little referred to, and very little understood. It is said to have been
written by Solomon, in extreme old age, and there ilil no reason to doubt
it-indeed, there is much to substantiate it in the Book itself, for the
writer is evidently looking upon a long course in which he tried whether
happiness and enjoyment could be found in wisdom and folly, laughter
and sorrow, labour and sloth. I must confess that it seems to me a
dangerous experiment-one like touching fire and expecting not to be
burned-but surely it brings out the fact that Solomon throughout
must have been the subject of special grace, and was kept in the midst
of all, because the Lord kept him. This is evident at the very onset
of his career as well as all along, for, when he succeeded to his father's
kingdom, it was said truly "it was from the Lord" (1 Kings ii. 15).
Oh, beloved, how precious it is indeed for one to feel concerning
this matter and the other in one's experience, "it was fram the Lord"
-the opening, the guidance, the deliverance-yes, indeed, "it was from
the Lord," therefore shall He have all the glory.
We have said that, under special grace, Solomon was wonderfully
kept amidst tempting surroundings. At the same time, we cannot
forget his falls and failings, for, far from walking in a pathway of
creature-holiness, we are told that he II loved the Lord, and walked in
. the statutes of David his father, only [ah! that only gives the blow to
all creature-presumption] only he sacrificed and burnt incense in high
places." And we would fain draw a veil over other proofs he 'gave of
the weakness of human nature, with all his knowledge of divine things.
No, it will not do to place any dependence in the creature, and these
things are left upon record to tell us so, and that Christ, and Christ
alone, may be our Refuge and Stay.
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Then, again, although we have seen how Solomon mast have been, as
a vessel of mercy, under the special guidance and keeping of God, we
cannot justify the course he took in plunging into all sorts of things
"under the sun," to see if happiness could be drawn therefrom.
Indeed, he himself laments his guilt, folly, and madness in thus seeking
for happiness otherwise than in his God j and self-condemnation, and
the warning voice to others, are stamped upon his testimony and
teaching, which he sums up with the experimental assertion," Vanity
of vanities, all is vanity and vexation of spirit."
Well, among the choice things he tells us is that which at this time
we have been drawn to for our meditation together. Look at it wi~h
us, beloved. "In the day of prosperity be joyful, but in the day of
adversity consider: God also hath set the one over against the other,
to the end that man should find nothing after him." It seems to
bring out our point that ballast must be taken in to keep the ship
steady, and that the Lord sets adversity against prosperity that we
may learn the important lesson that we have nothing, and are nothing,
so "let him that glorieth, glory in the Lord."
"Ve are to trace, then, together what we may call the Lord's counteract-ing power, exercised in wisdom and love, setting one thing over against
another for our personal good. And see, first, how this principle is carried
out by ent?' God £n H,ts nntural kingdom. For instance, common observation.
bids us behold first a leaden sky, under which all seems gloomy and
cold j but presently from a bank of clouds there bursts forth effulgent
rays of the golden sun. How changed is everything! How lit up
with joy and happiness! Again, the angry waves are seen rolling in
wild confusion one over another, and the little barque seems in imminent peril. Anon, an hour or so afterwards, the sea has become a perfect calm, scarcely a ripple, and the little barque lies peacefully enough
in a safe anchorage. Again, the storm in its violence has shaken even
the sturdy oak of the forest. Anon, all Nature becomes hushed, only
disturbed by "the singing of birds." The mountain rears its head j its
lofty top is all in mist j but at its feet outstretched is the valley, calm
in verdure green. Or yet once more. The bleating sheep are lost
amidst the snow-covered wilds, but the shepherd finds them, and guiding
them into a place of safety, and taking the lambs in his arms, thefolded flock are soon safe close by the shepherd's home. See we not,
how God sets one thing over against another 1 The seasons, too, in,.
their courses-spring against autumn j summer against winter.
"These, as they change, Almighty Father, these
Are but the varied God; the rolling year
Is full of Thee."

And well may we carry our thoughts from God's natural kingdom
to His spiritunl, and see how all our illustrations of His balancing power
are carried out there. The leaden sky over our pathway, which has
caused us such depression, all is gone before the bursting forth of the
Sun of Righteousness with healing in His wings. Oh, what joy and
happiness does He bring! Then, again, the wild waves of care have
well-nigh deluged us. Deep has called unto deep in our experience.
Anon, He has said, "Peace, be still! " and there is a great calm, and
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-we lie safely enough in hope's hallowed anchorage. The storm has
Ibeen severe; it has shaken us to the very roots; but anon it passes
.away, and the God of all consolation brings us into the hush of communion with Jesus, and our time is "the time of the singing of birds."
So also we, like the silly sheep, so helpless and foolish, have wandered
from the fold. The Good Shepherd, the Great Shepherd, has sought us
out and brought us home, carrying the little ones in His arms of love,
and all are safe in His keeping. So also, as the seasons vary, it will
be with us spiritually-summer and winter; spring and autumn. But
all these changes are planned and purposed by the Almighty Father
for our good, and the spiritual kingdom is full of His love, grace, and
mercy. So it is"Tried believers too can say,
In the course of one short day,
Though the morning has been fair,
Proved a golden hour of prayer,
Sin and Satan, long ere night,
Have their comforts put to flIght.
Ah ! what heartfelt peace and joy
Unexpected storms destroy! "

for God sets the day of prosperity against the day of adver~ity, one over
against the other, for a wise and gracious purpose.
But to proceed. ....Ve love the Word of God. It is the companion
of our days. Let us turn to it, for we cannot do better, and draw
ttherefrom some personal and experimental instances to our point.
Moses, the prophet of the Lord, looking back upon his chequered
pathway and that of the children of Israel's, tells how the Lord had
"led them these forty years in the wilderness," humbling them and
proving them, on the one hand, and leading them and feeding them on
the other. Here was conflicting experience-the Lord setting adversity
against prosperity. They had to say, and so have we" Strange and mysterious is my life;
What opposites I feel within!"

Yes, " opposites" indeed, yet all making up the homeward and heavenbound journey, and all wisely planned and arranged by our covenant
God.
What a rare and wondrous experience was that of Elijah's, when he
was talking to his beloved companion and brother Elisha! "Behold,
there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them
both asunder; and Elijah went up in a whirlwind into heaven." Was
.such a marvellous and abundant entrance into the heavenly kingdom
,the termination of a life of tranquillity and peace ~ Far, very far from
it. Nay, it was the ending of a life of conflict with sin and wickedness,
and this bold reprover of kings and priests was a man deeply tried and
tempted. Bold at one time, but a coward at another, fleeing before that
wretched woman Jezebel, and feeling, in a despairing mood, that the
jOllrney was too great for him. So it is. The old tale is ever new in
the uprisings of divine discipline and experience.
David, too, had a taste of this balancing experience, which he gives us
"ide by side in two of his Psalms, the forty-fourth and the forty-fifth. He
tells us how the Lord permitted him to be "a rebuke of his neighbours,"
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"a derision of those :tbout him "-of how he became a by-word among
the heathen, so that the people shook their heads at him-an expe-"
rience every servant of the Lord must expect to have to endure, if he
stands fast to the truth of God, and is "steadfast in the faith." But
anon, with it all, he bursts forth in the next P3alm with holy joy in
consideration of " things touching the King" of Righteousness, declaring,
"Thy seat, 0 God, endureth for ever; the sceptre of Thy kingdom is a
right sceptre."
Oh, beloved, it is worth while enduring the furnace-work, if we come
out of it brightened, and with precious views of the Lord of Glory!
The Apostle Paul, on one occasion, had such a remarkable" revelation
of the Lord" that he tells us "whether he was in the body or out of
the body he could not tell," but that he was" caught up into paradise,
and hen.rd unspflakable words, which it is not lawful for man to utter."
Certainly such revelations needed the taking in ballast, and he tells us,
"lest he should be exalted above measure," and carried out of himself;
the Lord gave llim a "thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan, to'
buffet him." "What that thorn was some think it is not clear. Certainly it was severe, for "he besought the Lord thrice that it might
depart from him," and the reply he gained from the throne was one"
suited to every Christian to the eud of time-" My grace is sufficient
for thee; My strength is made perfect in thy weakness." With such
grace, he tells us, he can gladly" glory in his infirmity," which at once,
to my mind, tells us what his" thorn in the flesh" was, even his i11firmity-possibly physical weakness and defect, which hindered him froill'
proclaiming as he would God's truth and God's message. Ah! he is
not alone the subject of such a "thorn." Many a servant of the Lord
is set aside from some such weakness, and it is indeed a grief to him.
Oh, to see in all a discipline which causeth the power of Christ to rest
upon him-a discipline that is well·ordered for his good and the good of
the Church of God!
Take another case. John, called "the disciple whom Jesus loved,"
was himself a loving and gentle chn.racter-so different to the impetuous
Peter, and yet he too loved his Lord. But John realized a signal and
most hallowed nearness to the Master. He leaned on Jesus' breast at
the Last Supper, was with Him on l1'Iount Tabor and in Gethsemane,
and was the only disciple that stood by the cross; and to him Jesus
committed the care of His mother. He was first, too, at the grave of
Christ, and was constantly with Him during the forty days He continued on earth. Now, see how this favoured one must have the
realization of the counteracting power we are referring to. The blessed
one must become the banished man, and he who was so much with his
Lord must become a lonely one on a solitary isle. Anxious to spread
the name and fame of his divine Master, he was accused to Domitian
of being a subverter of the religion of the empire, and only delivered
from a violent death to be banished to the Isle of Patmos. But, dear
reader, was not that banishment a blessed banishment 1 Indeed it was,
for it was while enduring it that the Lord of Glory was manifested to"
him in such a way as he never realized Him before. God set the one
against the other, and the beloved John came out of it the revealer of
the secrets of heaven.

;"
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Many other cases might be given to our point, but the foregoing are
,sufficient to show us how the Lord's balancing power, His counteracting
discipline, bring out the fact that we are but treading in the same old
beaten pathway which our fathers trod.
But sometimes, in our repining and rebellion, we think our exercises
of soul peculiar, and our experience singular-that by-gone Christians
lived nearer to God, and enjoyed far more of divine things, than we do.
But is it so ~ Note, for example, what David says upon this point. He
speaks of his soul fainting for God's salvation, of his eyes having wasted
in looking for health of soul, and of his becoming weary in waiting for
" the 'Word of His righteousness." His pathway then seemed a solitary
one, and his experience that of halting and hoping. And so with all
,the Lord's dear people, living or gathered home. Depend upon it,e

Once they were mourning here below,
And wet their couch with tears;
They wrestled hard, as we do now,
With sins, and doubts, and fears."

But, with it all, safely home I-safely home !-and so shall we be at the
.appointed time.
But we have spoken of crosses and losses by the way. As a proof
that the Lord has to do with that which appears opposed to His
people's wf:Jlfare, but is all the while working for' their good, take the
case of Pharaoh, the great enemy of God's ancient people. The Lord
says concerning him, "For this purpose have I raised thee up, that I
might show forth My power in thee, and that My name might be declared throughout all the earth." Can anything be plainer 1 Consider,
too, from whence the trial comes. It is of divine ordering. It comes
not out of the dust, nor by chance, but to the Christian it is all in the
covenant. " Chance" is not in the vocabulary of vital godliness.
But methinks I hear a kindred spirit say, "Ah! but, sir, you do not
know what trials I have to endure." That is the one side, brother or
sister. How about the other 1 Are there no gleams of sunshine, divine
communications, bright hopes, joyous anticipations 1 How about the
answer to that prayer in song"Oh, would my Saviour from on high
Break through these clouds and shine,
No creature then more blest than I ;
No song more loud than mine" 1

And has He not done so 1 and you have been obliged to burst forth
with praises to His name. Oh, yes, it is so, again and yet again.
Mark the word "day "-" day of prosperity-day of adversity." It
seems to imply a period of short duration with either; and so it is.
What is your life altogether 1 A little span. It is but as a vapour,
which soon vanisheth away-all gone-all soon over!
And then in the day of prosperity we are to be joyfttl-that is, praise
,the Lord for the success we enjoy-not take it as a matter of course,
but trace all to His goodness. And in the day of adversity cOIl3ide1'that is, not sit down in despair, but weigh well the providence of God,
and consider it for thy good. And how all this experience brings out
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the value of prayer! It is all to keep us with uplifted hearts to Him
who orders all, whether it be prosperity or adversity.
This passage came upon me with great preciousness and power the
<lther day. The Lord says, in answer to prayer, "I hectrd thee what time
,the storm fell upon thee." What a mercy to feel that the Lord is in the
storm as well as in the sunshine! When things go on well and flourishing with us, depend upon it we are in a slippery place. The stripping
.place is far better for us than the slippm'y place/" but we do not like the
/.;aking down. If a Ohristian is permitted to get into easy circumstances, we frequently find that spirituality is at a low ebb. We know,
it is true, that there are some rare instances to the contrary, but as a
rule it is so. At all events, the Lord thinks so, and therefore sets over
against such prosperity, adversity in one form or another; and, although
there may be the easy circumstances, if we probe underneath, we ~hall
find trial sent in a way which the surface of things did not betray.
That is an enviable state of things where the Apostle Paul speaks of
his brethren "abounding in joy, in their great poverty." This would
seem indeed to need great grace.
And, speaking of looking under the surface of things, seated in a railway carriage, opposite an apparently calm person, it was observed in
the course of converse, "But you do not seem to have many cares 1"
The response was a telling and touching one. "The heart knoweth its
own bitterness." That was all, but that was enough :to tell that, when
the countenance may be calm, there is hidden grief. Probe close home,
and it will be discovered when it does not appear on the surface of
things.
There is another aspect of our subject which I should have liked to
dwell on, did time and space allow. It is conveyed to us in thl).t very
precious assertion, "As ye are partakers of the suiterings of Clwist, so shall
ye be also of the consolation." On the one hand, drinking into the sorrow
and sufferings of the "Man of Sorrows"; on the other, His sources of
consolation ours, and we "made meet to be partakers of the inheritance
with the saints of light." Here is a ,precious and glorious balancing
immensely to our gain and advantage. What an honour, too, to be
partakers with Ohrist in His sufferings, showing us at once the identity
and oneness of the members of His mystical body, and, on the other
hand, the divine conSOlation, all ending in the divine crouming with Him
in glory! Oh, my soul, rejoice to the full in such a glorious truth of
God's Word!
But now, before we close, we must not omit to glance at the last
expression of our wayside portion, for Solomon tells us that the Lord
has set adversity against prosperity-one thing over against another.for this purpose-cc to the end that man shall find 1wthing aftm' him."
At first sight this expression seems rather difficult to understand,
but I would suggest that the purport is that, after viewing life, it
must be seen that everything is so perfectly arranged that there is
nothing left over. "Man shall find nothing after him," either to add
to it or take from it. And this is so, not merely in the great work
.", How true, dear reader, mortifying as it may be to our poor, proud hearts !-ED.
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of our salvation, but in the lesser ways of God with regard to the
pilgrimage and the discipline. As the Scripture itself declares, "There
failed not ought of any good thing which the Lord had spoken unto
the house of Israel: all came to pass." And with such perfection on
the part of the Divine Designer, no fault can be, for all has been
well balanced. In the way of grace, "He who hath begun the good
work will perform it," and adversity as well as prosperity comes
among the "good things" He gives, for it has been "good for
me that I have been afflicted."
Grievous it may be at the time,
but the good is seen in the after-fruits of righteousness which are manifest. So also in the way of providence. All has been for our good.
So I believe this will be the lesson of life for us, and the one that
Solomon desired to inculcate-that, while in some way or another we
shall review the pathway, both in providence and grace, we shaH
declare Jehovah's works and ways perfect and complete. "Man shall
find nothing after him," for "the Judge of all the earth" has done
well and wisely in all that He has planned-permitted us to pass
. through--all to bring about that hallowed compulsion, "He that
glorieth, let him glory in the Lord."· Anji so we will, beloved, will we
not 1
And now, beloved, our train of thought is before you, and I think it
is a theme full of divine comfort and instruction to the Lord's living
family. vVe have seen how, in His natural kingdom, He sets one thing
against another-the leaden sky, with its gloom and cold, against" the
clear shining after rain"; the boisterous waves rolling one over another,_
against the perfect calm-the sea without a ripple; the storm which
uproots even the sturdy oak of the forest, against the peaceful hush of
Nature on a calm summer's evening; the mountain rearing its lofty
head, against the outstretched valley at its foot; the bleating sheep, lost
amidst the wilds covered with snow, against the flock folded safely near
the shepherd's home. The seasons, too, in their courses-spring against
autumn; summer against winter.
And as it is in the natural kingdom, so we may observe the same
principle worked out in God's spiritual kingdom-the pilgrim's pathway
now overcast, anon lit up with brightness and joy, through the shining
of the Sun of Righteousness; now the wild waves of care, anon thesweet voice of Jesus heard, "Peace, be still!" and there is a great
calm; the storm against the calm; commotion against communion; the
wandering of the sheep, anon safely folded in the keeping of the Good
Shepherd; the seasons, with their changes, set one against the other;
and so the day of prosperity against the day of adversity, one over
against the othf'r.
Then we have drawn instances from the Word of God in proof of
how this gracious and loving principle is carried out in the experience
of His own servants. It was so with Moses and with the children of
Israel in the \vilderness-discipline sent to humble them, against the
Lord's leading, feeding, and upholding. Again, Elijah, translated at the
end of a career of painful experiences-not, however, without precious
experiences too. David, too, in one Psalm telling of furnace-work; in
the next, of the fulness of blessings in Christ.
Then, turning to the New Testament, the Apostle Paul, with his·
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glorious uplifting into the heaven of heavens; against it his" thorn in
the flesh," to keep him .in his proper place. And, lastly, the beloved
John, in banishment, realizing blessings of surpassing preciousness. But,
be the discipline what it may, it comes not by chance, but is all in the
covenant.
Then we briefly viewed our subject in the aspect of the children of
God being partakers with Christ in His sufferings, and over against that,
of His joys; and we, by the Holy Spirit's help, in some measure uufolded our portion-" In the day of prosperity be joyful, but in the day
of adversity consider: God also hath set the one over against the other,
to the encl that mctn should find nothing after him." That is the great
lesson for us to learn.
And now, dear friends, another year is fast becoming rolled into the
past. What say you ~ Have you had to take in plenty of ballast during
it, period ~ All right, friend. It is to keep thee steady and steadfast,
and all has been sent in love; and future unfoldings, depend upon it,
will be fraught with the same love, and so on to the end.
" Sometimes under stormy seas;
Sometimes near the sun;
Day by day we'll travel on
Tiil the crown is won."

Yes, we have need that the ship shall be well ballasted, but it is the
well-ballasted ship which shall safely enter the haven of rest.
Beloved, when this article is in your hands, ana. you are gazing upon
it, it will complete thi1·ty-eight years of our " Wayside Notes," irrespective of our other writings, and that, too, penned with marked regularity.
What can I say to the privilege of being thus permitted to "feed the
Church of God, which He hath purchased with His own blood" ~ All,
all is of the Lord, and to glorify His name my prayerful and uppermost
desire. Oh, that, when it comes to "the time of the end," I may be
able to say--and you, too, dear reader-with the Apostle Paul, "I
have fought a good fight; I have finished my course; I have kept the
faith; henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day; and
not to me only, but unto all them also that love His appearing." Hold
fast, beloved, hold fast, and "the Lord Jesus Christ be with thy
spirit. Grace be with you. Amen."
Burton-on-Tl'ent.
G. C.
[God grant it, dear brother, both to you and ourselves, when His
will and purpose concerning our tarry here are fully accomplished. Oh,
how uppermost in our heart, and that continuously, is the desire to
realize what the Apostle expresses (Acts xx. 24)-" But none of these
things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I
might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have
received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel of the grace of
God" !-ED.]
THAT ought not to be your support in health which will not
support you on a sick and dying bed.
3 B
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Jil£rim Jauers.
DEW-DROPS.
"Therefore, behold, I will alZ,u'e her, and bring her into the wilderness,
and speak comfortably unto hej'.
And I will give her her vineyards from
thence, and the valley of Achor for a door of hope: and she shall sing
there, as in the days ~f her youth, and as in the day when she came up
mtt of the land of Egypt,"-HoSEA ii. 14, 15.

WE learn here three important truths connected with the spiritual
history of everyone of Zion's travellers. First, that God brings them
into a wilderness place; that there He meets and talks with His children; and then they sing there. A singing-place in the wilderness!
Beloved, when God begins to work, what a difference that makes!
How utterly opposite to man's ways and doings! How opposed to the
present day's teaching, by which the people are to be considered, tht:l
numbers sought after, and caught by craft or guile, and religion made
an attractive, pretty thing to please the senses,"-' and, alas! in too many
cases, never reach the heart! Put a worldly man into the wilderness,
take from him all his comforts, fill his cup with adversity and sorrow,
and do you find him singing 1 Ah! no. He is saying, "Let me curse
God, and die! "
Anything to get out of this troublesome existence.
He is in the thorns, but knowing not Manasseh's way of escape, by
looking upward. Oh, here is the difference; and His children are
enabled, by grace divine, to bless the Hand and Heart that guided allrl
planned for them the "much tribulation" that leads them to the city
prepared for them above.
Now, the Lord here is following His wayward child (for, alas! they
are all gone astray as a lost sheep) amidst all her enthralling idols,
her plenteousness, mirth, and forgetfulness of her first love, and He
says, "Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the
wilderness, and speak comfortably unto her," for it is evident she
needs words of comfort, all her plenty having only yielded dissati,;faction. Now, that is God's plan of working-quite the contrary to
man's. But oh, beloved, what will not men give in that great day
for their soul, who have had their plenty in this life-who are utterly
ignorant now of wilderness lessons, wilderness trials and triumphs,
and of that secret comfort and joy which carries His children over
every storm, and brings them nearer home 1 They can testify to the
blessedness of this wilderness teaching. Th<:lY have rested on wilderness promises, and delighted in wilderness blessings. Who of God's
children would be without this desert pathway 1t Who of them but can
testify of His loving supplies and faithful care in that land of drought,
where none but heavenly springs are their abiding portion 1 Who of
them but have felt safest and nearest to Him there, and there have
• How true a reprcEentation of the present state of things in thc so-called
religious world !-En,
i Ah! who indeed?-En.
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learnt their best and mosi abiding lessons 7 Shut out from the world,
shut in with Him, He opens up to His child His lessons of love, and
reveals unto them all the necp-ssary supplies of gmce made unto them
in their weak and needy state. "I will speak comfortably unto her."
Bis mandate has gone forth, and His children are broGght to rest in
it. "Comfort ye, comfort ye My people, saith your God."
The promise is theirs, because the need of comfort is theirs. It is
not that the way is easy, nor are th(\ steps taken upon even ground,
until the promise is made ours to rest upon. No j there are times
when His children are driven, like Manasseh, to cry out from among
the thorns, and like David in the horrible pit and miry clay, and like
Israel'l:' leader at the Red Sea. "Then they cried unto the Lord, and
He heard them, and delivered them for His name's sake." There is
night-time, too, when all the beasts of the forest do creep forth, when
great fear takes hold upon His children, and, like David, whose former
valour in the strength of his God over Goliath all forgotten, he cries,
" I shall one day perish by the hand of Sau!." Yes j all these are part
of the lot of His wilderness children, and. for them He has spoken His
words of comfort, that they are not alone. " Certainly I will be with
thge." "When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee;
and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee; when thou walkest
through the fire, thou shalt not be burned, neither shall the flame kindle
That word has often been untold comfort to many a
upon thee."
tempted and tried heart-that He is bringing them through it all-that
it is not their resting-place, but a passing through fire and water into a
wealthy place-so that of all the trials we shall one day sing, "Out
of them all hath the Lord delivered us."
And even in this wilderness, wild, waste place as it is, His children
are to find their daily supplies. We learn this in the case of Elijah,
who was sent back into the wilderness. After having been God's messenger before Ahab, and called forth the righteous indignation upon
Baal's worshippers, he is now sent to learn his lesson alone in the
wilderness, and to prove how his God can supply all his wants there,
just as well as in the land of plenty, if He chooses. The ravens shall
come, the brook shall run, just as long as his God gives command for
His servant's provision.
And here we see the Lord says, "I will give her her vineyards
from thence." Actually vineyards from this wilderness soil! She had
been in the land of plenty, and her riches had been multiplied unto
her in this world's goods, with the sad consequence that she forgot
her God. Israel of old were a type of His children, who, when
brought out of Egypt, longed after its luxuries again, forgetful of the
mercy and goodness that had brought them forth from its evils, and
found them a way in the wilderness. Then He knew, in their rebellion,
how to treat them-how to bring back their wandering hearts again-how
to guide their erring footsteps to the fold-for" when He slew them
then they sought Him," knowing, as He had purposed, that in all their
affliction they would seek Him early.
Oh, beloved, have we not too often proved it that, when all outwardly
is at its best, and this world's good things are showered upon us, our
souls are less prospering-that with the coveted thing comes leanness
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of soul 7,,:- Alas! too often did they provoke Him in the wilderness, and
grieve Him in the desert, in the midst of the most signal mercies.
But then, in the day of adversity, when all these things seem against
us, but when, in His love and mercy, He has again taken us in hand,
then the heart can and must sing out. in its sorrow, because the Lord
is there, nearest, dearest, and best. He must be so; and until we come
to this position, all earthly sweets are as so many thorns in our sides.
He must be Jesus first, Jesus last, Jesus altogether.
Again, the Prophet speaks of a "valley." Ah! there are some valleys
to descend-some lessons in the low-lands of trouble, sorrow, and adversity, that His children know about. Achor was a memorial to the
children of Israel, under Joshua their leader, that in the place where
they stoned Achan to death because of his unfaithful and deceptive
act, there "the Lord turned from the fierceness of His anger." Oh, is
.it not as He dealt with His spiritual Ephraim 7 "Is Ephraim My dear
son 7 is he a pleasant child 7 for since I spake against him I do earnestly
remember him still; therefore My bowels are troubled for him. I will
surely have mercy upon him, saith the Lord"; so that He gives His
child" the valley of Achor " in the wilderness" for a door of hope I'-the
place of remembrance where His anger is turned away, where His love is
manifested, where He grants that inward calm and joy that cause the
well-spring of hope to rise and trace her better and brighter portion,
when through the door of hope she is passed to joy unspeakable, hliss
never ending, whither her Forerunner has for her entered, that anchor
fixed within the veil. In such a frame, in contemplation of such a
prospect, she shall sing there. Indeed, she cannot do otherwise, and desires,
with the poet" My willing soul would stay
In such a frame as this,
And sit and sing herself away
To everlasting bliss."

Oh, it is a blessed thing to arrive at a singing-place in the wilderness! God loves to hear the singing of His children-singing as they
journey of the web of love and mercy which He has woven for them;
singing of the everlasting goodness which encircles them, of the almighty
grace which preserves them, and of the glory which shall crown them
etf:rnally, safe in their Father's home above, when, looking back upon
the way He has led them, they shall see it one unbroken chain of love,
and· sing then the glorious praises of redeeming love throughout a
blissful eternity.
R.
WHEN a man begins to reason concerning a Trinity in Unity, it is
an evident sign that he has not been taught of God. Our wisest
philosophers can go no further than tell us that gold is gold, and
water is water; but if you ask them how it is so, they must go to
the First Cause, which is God. Now, if we cannot comprehend the
things which are natural, how shall we discover the things which are
spiritual, and which are of God 1

.. Reader, have you proved this ?-Eo.
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"HIMSELF HATH DONE IT."
(ISAIAH

xxxviii. 15.)

(ConcZuded f"om page 673.)

Tow ARDS the end of September, I determined upon going over to Paris.
I started on the 26th, arriving safely in Paris at a little befora six o'clock
Ilext morning. I went to the Piel Hotel, opposite the Gare du Nord
(Northern Station), where, with one exception, I have always stayed at
when in Paris, and went to bed for a f~w hours. Early in the afternoon, I went to my agent's warehouse. As I had not advised him that
I was coming, and as he had made an engagement to see some gentleman out of town, I could have no conYersation with him as to the
condition of affairs until the next morning. It was arranged that we
should meet on the morrow, in the forenoon.
I went, according to
arrangement, but he did not put in his appearance. After dallying
about for some time, I decided upon going to his other warehouse,
where my stock was kept, go through it, and see if it agreed with my
books. Assisted by his brother-in-law, I took the account, and discovered,
to my chagrin, that there were considerable deficiencies. My distress
of mind when I found this out was increased. Self-pity crept up, and
asserted itself to such a degree that I envied the very dogs in the
str'eets. I did not see my agent that day, for the reason that he did
not put in his appearance. He sent word to say that he would see me
ilext morning. This promise he kept. Before, however, the morrow
came, I went to his prinr,ipal warehouse, and found that, as he had been
removing some of the stock kept there to another place in the town,
his landlord, believing him to be doing it with a view to defrauding
him, had taken possession of the premises. I at once saw the state of
affairs, and resolved ~o take my goods out of his hands, and engage
with his brother-in-law, before alluded to, to sell them for me. When
r Eaw him (the agent) next morning, the state of his affairs was soon
disclosed. He was in financial difficulties. He and his brother-in-law
agreed together to pay me the amount he owed, which was about £220,
in eight bills, spreading over a period of two years. Oh, the worm·
wood and the gall of this season! Describe my feelings I cannot. I
trembled from head to foot. Never in all my life do I ever remember
shaking more from intense mental excitement and anguish of heart than
upon this occasion. Just in the very midst of these things, when my
agitation of mind was at its highest pitch, these words came with a
little softening power, "Be still, and know that I am God." -;" After
this my nervous excitement gradually abated.
On the Friday, I left Paris for dear old England, and reached Coventry just after ten o'clock next morning. I had to leave home again in
the afternoon to fulfil my preaching engagement next day.
Here I
transcribe another leaf from my preaching note-book, as it very blessedly
exhibits, I think, the truth of the title of this article, "Himself Hath
Done It":"The Lord's goodness upon this occasion (Oct~ber 2nd, 1887), and like" How marvellously timely are the Lord's words!
less watchfulness and care!-ED.

'What a proof of His cease·
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wise on the Monday evening, was to me very marked. I had been over
to Paris to look after some matters relating to my business, which were
of a most trying nature. 'Vhile.there, I found that, owing to the wicked,
base, and cruel conduct of. my agent, it seems to me as if I am certain
to lose about £220. I lent him, some three and a half years ago, £150,
and his conduct for the last two years has been towards me abominably
bad. I felt when in Paris so cast down and dreadfully agitated that I
could not keep my poor body still. I trembled all o.ver me, and
inwardly cursed the day that I was so foolish as to lend him the
money named. I thought mine a hard lot indeed.
"I reached home from Paris weary and heavy-laden. I went to Old
Hill to fulfil my preaching engagement without one particle of capability
of doing so, according to my feelings. I retired to bed early, having had no
sleep on the Tuesday and Friday nights, because of travelling all the time.
" On the Sunday morning, I could not arrange my text, and went t(}
chapel as dark in my soul as if I had never known what it was to
have a ray of spiritual light within. I felt so depressed that I scarcely
knew what I was doing. I entered the pulpit, feeling I could not go·
through the services of the day. I announced the Scripture portion
(Psa. lxxvii.) after the people had sung the first hymn. Almost as soon
as I began to read, the words softened, under divine power, my previously
hard and stupid heart. I commented a little on some of the ver~es,
which is a very unusual thing for me to do when reading the Scripture&
in the pulpit. In prayer, my bonds were further loosed, and I realized
most unexpected access to the Lord. Prayer and singing over, I read
the text-' Be still, and know that I am God.' While preaching, I felt.
my heart most blessedly enlarged as I traced out the characters addressed
in the text, and the Lord's loving counsel to them to 'be still.' I took
up the words again in the afternoon, and was favoured with sweet heart.
and lip liberty while speaking of the Lord being the Disposer of aH
events, the Controller of men and devils-as being almighty to deliver
His people out of all their perplexities, gracious to conduct, and unchanging in His love. In the evening I spoke from the words, 'Declam
among the people His doings.' Sweet liberty of utterance and some
precious droppings of divine favour were felt in my soul, so that I
testified with all boldness of the Lord's doings among the people. In
review of this day's services, I must say it is the very best by far I
have had for some length of time. My soul, 'is anything too hard fOI~
the Lord ~ , Surely thou mayest say, after such blessed surprises, 'I can
do all things through Christ, which strengtheneth me.'''
As I look back upon the services upon this occasion, and the favoursso signally realized, I feel I cannot better close the entry than by
saying" All hail the power of J eBus' name; Bring forth the royal diadem,
Let angels prostrate fall;
Aud crown Him Lord of all."
But to return. A short time after I got home, I drew the eight bills
for the money owing, and sent them to Paris for acceptance. At the
same time that I drew these, I also drew one on a customer for over
twenty pounds, for a sale said to have been made from my stock while
I was in Paris. This latter bill I passed through my bankers in the
usual way, advising the customer that I had put it in circulation. In
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less than a week I had a letter from the customer to say he did not
owe me the amount. I thought at first that perhaps he had returned
the goods to stock, for some reason or other. I therefore wrote to him,
giving particulars of sale, as supplied by my new agent to me when
He replied, saying he had only had a sample of the
I left Paris.
goods, to see if he could sell them-that they had never been received
at his warehouse, nor had they been delivered to his order anywhere
else.
I wrote to the agent, and he said the man had had them, but
had returned them to stock because one piece was unsound. Again I
wrote to the customer, asking him if it was as the agent had stated. He
replied that he had never had the goods, so could not return them. I
wrote again to the agent, telling him what the customer had said, adding
that I could see no reason why the man should say what was untrue,
and that I was suspicious there was something wrong. After a silence
of about three weeks, he wrote to tell me it was exactly as he had
stated-the goods were returned to stock. Before receiving this letter,
I had written privately to a young man, who hails from a business
town in the North of England, and who has resided in Paris some time,
asking him to investigate the matter for me. The result of his investigations convinced me that the affair was a wicked fraud from beginning
to end. Upon this discovery, I made up my mind to go over to Paris
again. In addition to this, the bills I had sent over for acceptance
were not returned, nor could I get either of them to answer my letters
about them. How my soul felt like poor Jacob, when he said, "Joseph
is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin away also; all
these things are against me."
I started for Paris on December 13th. When I went next day to
the place where my goods were kept, I found I could not have access
to them, owing to the key of the stock-room being in the possession of
the brother-in-law of my new agent, who was representing another firm
in the same business as myself: Next day he came, and I soon found
out that my new agent had deceived me most cruelly. When I accused
him of fraudulent representations, he started, with all the vigour of a
Frenchman, to insult me, and threaten me with proceedings for defamation of character. I very quietly told him that, unless he told me
where the goods had been sold, or paid me at once for them, I would,
before I left Paris, commence criminal proceedings against him for
fraudulent sales and detention of the money. He swore at me, and
told me to do my utmost. I at once set about finding a reliable place
to which I might remove my goods. I succeeded most unexpectedly in
this the same afternoon, and had the satisfaction of seeing them con·
veyed to the place the same evening. My next concern was to ascertain
what could be done, by way of criminal proceedings, against my first
agent for misappropriating the cheque which I have before mentioned,
and against his brother-in-law-my new agent-for fraudulent sales. I
felt sure that they were bent upon fleecing me all they could, and that
they were acting in collusion with each other. I waited upon the Secretary of the British Chamber of Commerce for advice. He took me to
the legal adviser of the Chamber, to whom I detailed the circumstances.
He said there was no doubt that, if I commenced proceedings against
them, as far as his judgment went, I should certainly obtain a con-
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viction in the cheque case, and he believed I should also in the other.
Having ascertained this, I at once gave him instructions to commence
proceedings. The charges were drawll up, and transferred to the necessary stamped paper, which, when done, I signed, and they were delivered
to the Procureur de la Republique the day following. I came home,
as it was impossible to tell when this official would issue his invitation
for the parties to appear before him.
On January 10th, I received a notice from the Commissary de Police
to attend before him on the 14th. I left home once more for Paris.
It was just at the time when the weather was very foggy pretty nearly
all over the country. I arrived at Dover on the night of January 10th.
I hesitated as to whether I should cross the Channel that night, it was
::;0 dangerous to travel, owing to the dense fog.
With great trepidation
I stepped on board the steamer Maid of Kent, not feeling quite decided
as to whether to go or stay until the morrow. Before the mails arrived
-which were late, owing to the weather-I had made up my mind
to go on, feeling convinced, although the journey would have to be
performed under great difficultie,s, yet that He who made the sea and
controlled the fog could take the vessel across safely. Wo started,
steaming very slowly, out of Dover harbour. So dense was the fog that
the harbour lights were lost sight of directly we had got outside.
Three or four times, at least, every minute the steam whistle was
sounded. Twice in mid-channel the vessel stopped. The first time it did
so I went quickly up on to the deck from the cabin, wondering what
was ,the matter, there being considerable noise and a fog-horn sounding. This I found was from a vessel passing a short distance from
ours, whose lights were just discernible. It was a matter of no small
anxiety to those who had the care of the vessel whether they would be
able to run her into Calais harbour at the first attempt. During the
day three attempts had to be made with the boat from Folkestone to
Boulogne before they succeeded in running into the harbour there.
As we neared Calais, a bell was rung on shore in response to our
steamer's whistle. Presently those on the outlook descried the white
light, but could not see the red one at the entrance of the harbour.
A few moments' suspense, and then a voice was heard informing the
captain that the red light was in sight to the right of the ship. The
steam, which had been shut off, was now turned on again, and a few
strokes of the engine carried us as straight into the harbour as if it
had been broad daylight. The man who had steered the vessel across
came down from his post on to the deck as WJ entered the harbour,
and began to boast of what he had done. Instead of giving him the
credit, I inwardly lifted up my heart and thanked the Lord for His
great goodness, feeling that He deserved all the praise.
We started en 1"O!!.te for Paris at thirty-five minutes past twelve a,m.,
and arrived there at the usual time, about six a.m.
On the Saturday morning, I and my solicitor went to the office of
the Commissary de Police, at the hour appointed. Here we were met
by my agent and his brother-in-law. In alJswer to the charges made
against them, the most unblushing falsehoods "Were told. I contradicted
their lying statements, and told the Commissary that I could fully
substantiate all that was stated in the plaint notes. The result of this
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was, that the cases were both sent forward to the Procureur. Before
tJ: left for home, in the evening, I succeeded in selling half my stock,
which was a great relief to my mind.
I started back at ten minutes past six p.m. from Paris on Saturday,
and reached home, after a most trying journey across the Channel,
about two p.m. on Sunday. My preaching engagement, as a matter of
course, had to be given up on this occasion. I knew, when I came
home, that I should have to go again, but as it was not possible
for me to ascertain how long it might be before I had to appear before
the Procureur, I could not see my way to stay in Paris.
Just at this juncture our youngest child, a fine boy scarcely twelve
months old, was taken ill with bronchitis. For several nights I and
my wife had but little sleep, owing to his illness. On January 21st, I
left home to fulfil my preaching engagement the next day. The child
then seemed better. I:)oon after 1 got into my warehouse, on the
following Monday morning, my wife came in. Her countenance told
but too plainly that there was something unusual the matter. I said
to her at once, "Have you come to tell me that the child is dead 1;'
She said, "Yes, he died this morning, about four o'clock." Among
the morning's letters was one from Paris, informing me that the
Procureur had fixed Wednesday for our appearance before him. With
a heavy heart 1 left at half-past two p.m. for London, en 1'oute once
more for Paris. Before I started, we had arranged at home to bury
the child on Friday.
On the Wednesday, I and my legal adviser appeared at the Palais
de Justice before the Procureur. From the defence lodged with this
official by my agent and his brother-in-law, he (the Procureur) considered it was a matter for a civil, and not a criminal, suit. After a
very little time spent in laying the matter before him, he consented
f,r the case to go forward. It had then to be referred to another
official called the J uge d'Instruction. We ws.ited upon him, his office
being at the Palais de Justice, and requested him, seeing the trouble
and expense it would entail upon me if the case was taken in the
ordinary course, to allow it to come before him without delay. He
consented to take it on the Sitturday. I at once wrote home to tell
my wife of the situation of affairs, ~nd to let 'me know if she thought
it would hurt for the dear child to be kept until the Sunday afternoon,
or Monday even. I received a reply saying, as the weather was very
cold, she did not think it would matter if he was not buried before
Monday. I was glad of this, as I should not have liked him to have
been laid to rest and I away from home. The interval between the
Wednesday and Saturday was to me very trying indeed. The throne
of grace was plied with many a petition and promise. While walking,
one of the days, from the Pl<tce de la Concorde (Concord Place), between
the avenues of trees, up to the Arc de Triomphe (Triumphal Arch), I
groaned out in soul many times, feeling sad and lonely, although in
the midst of hundreds of the elite of the city, for it was a nice day,
and the sun was shining warmly. On the Saturday morning I wrestled
in prayer for the Lord to go before me, and so to overrule matters as
that I might not have to come again, for it was most trying, and
expensive too.
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At half-past two p.m. we were at the Palais de Justice, in accordance
with the citation received from the J uge d'Instruction. Having to wait
our turn, we sat down, I and my solicitor, in the long room or passage
contiguous to the Judge's offices. We had not sat many minutes·
before my late agent, who was in the place when we arrived, came and
asked if I would allow him to speak to me. I consented, and we
walked up to the other end of the room together. Here he expressed
himself in a reasonable way over matters, urging me not to go on with
the prosecution, as it would ruin him, and his family too. and that.
he would pay me all he owed me if I would give him time. As I
had no wish to act in a vindictive spirit, my only desire being to
obtain, if possible, what was due to me, I considered it best to accept
the proposals made, rather than to go on with the prosecution. My
solicitor, at my request, went in to the J uge d'Instruction, and told
him that, as the defendants had made certain propositions for payment,
his client (myself) had consented to a settlement of the matter, subject
to his approval. It seems strange to us in England that arrangements
are allowed to be made in criminal cases, but still it is the case in
France. No less a number than nine hundred, out of a total of fourteen hundred cases, were thus arranged in Paris last year-at least, it
was stated so in a French newspaper I looked at while in Paris the
last time. Arrangements of such a nature only are allowed to be made
by the Juge d'Instruction which he thinks there is a reasonable probability of carrying out. Records of all these arrangements are kept by
the officials for reference at any future time. ""VeIl, the matter between
myself, my agent, and his brother-in-law having been arranged to the
satisfaction of the French officials, all that remains now is for payment
to be made at the times fixed upon.
Dear reader, I have given you an account of my trials, conflicts,
losses, crosses, sinkings, and sorrows, and of somil of my comforts
and sweet upliftings, during the six most eventful years of my life,
in the hope that you may receive some edification from the perusal of
them, and that the Lord's name may be honoured and glorified.
What my future steps may be I cannot tell. I am sometimes cast
down beyond expression, as I contemplate my position and prospects.
In my short-sightedness I think, at times, that there is but one way
out of present difficulties. It seems to me as if I shall have to obtain..
a situation, and give up preaching to some extent, if not entirely.
Many of my friends do not believe this, but think rather than my
having to cease in any measure labouring in the Gospel, it is morelikely I shall have to preach more. I believe firmly that, though I
cannot see a way, yet it does not follow that the Lord is at a loss to
0Fen one for me. I do feel persuaded that with Him nothing is impossible. As a little child I am, I trust, hoping in Him, looking to
Him, hanging upon Him, casting my care upon Him, praying Him t ..
open some door in His gracious providence for me. In measure, I
know both sides of that portion of His vV ord, "He shall open, anlt
none shall shut; and He shall shut, and none shall open." All, all ]j
would leave with Him. At His sovereign footstool would I bow,
acknowledging His right to deal with me and mine just as seemeth
good in His eyes. I would not murmur at His will, nor at His way,
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which is in the sea, as the Psalmist says, and, as a consequence,
altogether untraceable, but would in all sincerity say" Thy way, not mine, 0 Lord,
However dark it be ;
Lead me by Thine own hand;
Choose out the path for me.

1&

" Smooth let it be or rough,
It will be still the best;
Winding or straight, it leads
Right onward to Thy rest."

Gracious Lord, do appear for a poor, helpless worm in all that
may yet concern him! Do, do teach me by Thy Spirit! Grant that
out of a feeling heart I may testify of Thee from time to time, to the
comforting, instrumentally, ot Thy dear children, and bring me, after
all life's battles are over, to Thy kingdom and glory, and I will tb.en
shout with holy joy, "Himself hath done it ! "
Folesh'ill.
J. BURTON.
[What may be the Lord's purpose concerning our friend and brother
in the Lord, in regard to his earthly position, we know not, but we
are fully convinced that He will be true to His word, "I will bring
the blind by a way that they knew not; I will lead them in paths that·
they have not known: I will make darkness light before them, ancl
crooked things straight. These things will I do unto them, and not
forsake them" (Isa. xlii. 16); and he will, in the sequel, say, "He
hath done all things well."-ED.]
LIFE'S LABYRINTH; OR, THIRTEEN YEARS' RESIDENCE IN
THE SOUTH OF THE UNITED STATES, FROM 1851
TO 1864.
WITH AN INTERESTING ACCOUNT OF ADVENTURES DURING THE WAR.
By MRS. FILE, LATE MRS.

Al\1ELIA COOKE.

CHAPTER XVII.-CONCLUS10N.

ON the eleventh day after starting from New York, the cry of "Land!
in sight! " was heard from the captain, which gladdened our hearts, f01'
it was England! We hastened on deck to behold once more our nativeshores. About noon the next day, we got into harbour. I naturally
looked for some known faces-some one amidst the crowd on shore
awaiting my arrival-but no; not one could I see. The letter which
I had written in New York, informing my friends of my return, hadl
not reached them.
On leaving the vessel, our luggage had to undergo the usual examination at the Custom House, and after passing through that ordeal I
took a cab to my sister's residence. On arriving at her door, the cabman·
rang the bell, and the old servant who was with my sister before I
left England appeared at the door, but did not recognize me. Observing a stranger in a cab laden with luggage, she thought it best to'·
acquaint her mistress of the fact before admitting me into the house.
On seeing my dear sister I ran up the steps, and was going to kiss her,
when she drew back, and said, in a most formal manner, "You have
made a mistake. I do not know you." I exclaimed, in agony, "Don't
you know me ~" and I gave her my name. Of course we were botlll
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entirely overcome; but, after recovering a little, our luggage with our.-selves received a warm-hearted and sisterly welcome.
My first inquiry was concerning the welfare of my relatives, and I
had to receive the melancholy intelligence that both of my dear brothers
were dead. They had expressed a gr'lat desire to see me once more,
,and one of them, when on his dea~h-hed, and almost unable to speak,
asked for a slate and pencil, on which he drew water, and put two lines
:across it, which, as my friends imagined, indicated that he had a presentiment of my return. It was another proof that all our times are
in the Lord's hands, and I was again taught that no consolation could
ve obtained save in submission to His will. Whenever we are enabled,
/b,v the promptings of the Holy Spirit, to say from the heart, "Thy
will, not mine, be done," then the sharp sting of affliction is extracted;
and, though' we may weep, still there is an abiding assurance within
which convinces us that :lll is well.
I will here insert the views which have, through an accumulation
·of disappointments, been given me. Before leaving America, my desire
to return to my native land was, I fear, too great, and though I
-imagined I prayed earnestly for divine direction, yet I feel verily
guilty of having a will opposed to God's in the matter, so that, when
J supplicated for His guidance, I invariably felt, whatever obstacles
obtruded themselves, I must go to England, and I confess I could not
willingly, of my natural self, have consented to remain in America;
so in reality it was only lip-service which I offered to the Lord when
I pleaded for His direction, but He knew the lurking desires of my
heart, and gave them to me. And, though He has been with me
throughout all my trials, yet it has been His will to convince me of
my presumption by frustrating many of my plans, and permitting
.unforeseen obstacles to impede my way. By self-examination we are
enabled to d,iscover whether we are acting according to the Lord's
,approval, or whether only by His permission, for He determines all
{Jur steps, and when we persistently strive to go in opposition to His
will, we soon find the hidings of His guiding providence towards us.
It was years before the Lord was pleased to reveal these truths to
-rue, and I was as one groping in the dark, not knowing which way to go.
My friends discovered that I was suffering from extreme physical
.and mental exhaustion, and, in great sympathy, invited me to their
Jlouses, strongly recommending quiet, that I might recruit my strength.
I highly appreciated their great kindness, but their plan seemed revolting to my feelings. I could not retire from an active life. The very
!thought of retirement and quiet seemed intolerable. My means were
.almost exhausted, yet it was far from my wish to impose upon friends,
Indeed, I felt quite capable of providing for myself and child, and
-imagined I had only to let my wants be known, and a way would be
.opened at once. Some of my friends said I had imbibed proud Yankee
notions, and flattered myself that I could do in England as I had done
in America, but they were sure I should soon find out my mistake.
I confess I did not feel that liberty of action in England which I had
.done in America, but I could not be daunted.
After remaining in Liverpool a few months, I went- to Dunmow to
wisit another sister, and there my friends suggested that I should
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deliver a lecture in the Town Hall, which, after reflection on the subject, I consented to. My heart and mind were full to overflowing, and
I wanted to tell to everybody what I had passed through, that I might
no longer be a stranger in my native land.
My lecture proved quite a success, and there was a good audience.
I then received kind invitations from surrounding towns to lecture,
but the effort was too much for me. My heart failed, and I was
compelled to decline. Though in my native land, such an indescribable
sense of loneliness seized me, which I was unable to overcome. Soon
after this, with the assistance of my friends, I took a small house, and
commenced a school, but it was up-hill work.
One little incident I must mention here. Soon after we were settled
in our little home, my dear child, so desirous of cheering me, thought
she would demonstrate her love in the following manner. She asked
a half-day's holiday for herself and schoolmates, and I soon saw my
little pupils busily employed. They were fastening ropes across thE"
garden, to which they tied flowers, and then placed a chair in the
centre, and a wreath, composed of wild flowers, was placed in the
chair. After all their decorations were completed, they came in to
escort me to my seat in the garden; but, on looking at the pretty
flowers of which the wreath was composed, I found they consisted
chiefly of :May blossom, and were full of thorns, so significant rf the
futU1'e. Of course, I made no observation on the subject, aud the little
ones, with merry hearts, danced around me, declaring how well I looked
in the pretty garland which they had placed on my head.
Circumstances prevent me from giving a full detail of my life since
my return to England. A little more must suffice. After remaining
at Dunmow for some time, the matronship of a college was offered me,which I accepted, _and my dear Lizzie then went to boarding-school.
It was our first separation, and we never resided together again permanently. Many were the changes through which we passed.
When my dear daughter was sixteen years of age, she went again to
stay with her aunt at Dunmow, and while there, she was taken
seriously ill with typhoid fever. My friends at first regarded it as a
bad cold; but in a few days I received a telegram to say there was
but little hope entertained of her recovery. I hastened there, but
found her so low that, though she recognized me, she could scarcely
speak, and in about a week after (November 17th, 1870), she was
removed from me. Oh, the shock! I canuot describe it.
During her short illness I was almost distracted, and knew not how
to pray, but was, as it were, kept in a state of perfect silence before
God. She could not speak. About an hour previous to her death
she looked at me, as if wishing to say something, and it seemed that
I could hear her singing the following lines" Should pining sickness waste away
My life in premature decay,
In life or death teach me to say,
'Thy will be done; Thy will be done.''' :

.!

I must leave my readers to imagine the impression this evidence of
her resignation produced on my mind.
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~ Depl'ived of my only earthly tie, what was my life ~ Despondency
seemed to seize my very soul, and how I longed to die too, that I
might be buried with my dear one; but my course was not run. I
~sked, "Why has the Lord afRicted me thus ~ Is it in mercy, or
judgment ~ " Such thoughts as these suggested themselves to my
mind-" Surely God has forsaken me. He will be merciful no more."
The sunshine seemed to mock me, and I wished it might be always
.dark and dreary. When spring came on, I could not gaze upon the
decorations of Nature without sobbing, and imagining all was joyous
but myself. My friends deeply condoled with me; but what was
human sympathy when I felt I had incurred the displeasure of God ~
Nothing seemed to assuage my grief. It is very remarkable that, even
'in the deepest trouble, we often require further correction to awaken
us to a sense of our sin in yielding to despair.
At this juncture, the Lord moved the heart of a dear brother-in-law
·of mine to write a letter which appeared to me most hard and unfeeling. I suppose, in writing to him, I had expressed my grief in strong
.terms. He was a man of sound sense and judgment, and I revered
him so much that with confidence I would lay before him all my
.difficulties, and ask his candid advice, which he would always give me
in a hearty and friendly spirit. On this sad occasion he still retained
ihid fidelity, and I ha\'e no doubt, though his words wounded, they had
l:t strong tendency to rouse me. I am sorry I cannot find the letter,
to insert it verbatim, but the substance I remember. He said he
feared I was yielding to selfish grief, which he considered sinful and
displeasing to God. He advised me to reflect on God's mercies towards me, and to consider that His hand had inflicted this punishment,
l:tnd therefore I ought to bow in submission to His will, who well
knew what was best both for me and my dear child. If I gave way
to sorrow, I should unfit myself for any employment, and my life
would be a mere blank; whereas, if I endeavoured to forget myself,
and think of the necessities of my fellow-creatures, I should soon find
that, though I esteemed my life valueless, others would appreciate it,
and I should be enabled to do good for them. In substance, he
.advised me to live no longer for myself, but for others. I could not
have had better advice j but how to accept it I knew not. It proved
.a word in season, and caused me to reflect on my imperfections. I
felt that the Lord had removed my dear child from trouble, and was
.enabled to see my great sin in giving way to overmuch sorrow.
Gradually I became more reconciled, and found, as each day demanded,
so strength was given me to perform my duties.
Thus I have endeavoured, I trust with divine help, to del'ict the
.circumstances of this portion of my chequered life in such a manner
as shall redound to the honour and glory of God. The Lord com_
manded the Israelites to tell to their children what great things He
had done for them, and to show all the way in which He had led
them, and I believe it is our privilege and duty to relate to others
all the important events of' our lives. The Lord has surely done great
things for me. He has brought me very low, but He has raised me
up, that I might praise His great and glorious name. Nothing do I
desire so mucu as the fulfilment of the Lord's will in all things con-
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eerning myself; and if this narrative should be in any way helpful to others, in causing them to rely on God at all times, the end for
which I have written it will be accomplished, and the Lord shall have
all the praise.
[With the closing Number of the year, the foregoing narrative is
Jikewise closed. vVe doubt not the facts it contains will have justified,
in our readers' opinion, the remarks with which we introduced it" as
i.llustrative of the wisdom, streng~h, and courage vouchsafed to the
narrator in her so varied, and critical, and continued necessities. She
has indeed been a witness for God, in proof of His divine faithfulness
and all-sufficiency. V{ e can only add, on our correspondent's behalf,
the expression of our ardent desire and fervent prayer that her last
days may be her best days; and that, when the time of her departure
is fully come, and the Lord hath no further need of her services on
earth, she may enjoy a peaceful dismissal from the body, and an abundant entrance into His everlasting kingdom and glory.-ED.]

"FOR ME AND THEK"
"Lest we shonld offend them, . . . . give unto them .for Me and thee."MATTHEW xvii. 27.
THERE is something inexpressibly touching and loving in every action
and word of Jesm. In this circumstance-the paying of tributehow sweet the tenderness, and thought, and delicacy of expression!
Notice how He incorporates St. Peter with Himself-not, "lest ye should
offend them," but, "lest we should offend them." How He softeus the
language, so to speak, to His impetuous, warm-hearted disciple! Though
tribute was not due from children, yet He did not stay to dispute the
point, but, for His disciple's honour as well as His own-His people are
always indissolubly connected with Him-immediately He said, "Lest
we should offend them, give unto them for Me and thee."
"For Me and thee." All! blessed union. Would that we, His chosen
ones, always considered Him thus-that in every action we thought of
Him always. How our sayings and doings reflect on His glory, for
all we do and say does either glorify Him or dishonour Him. And
as we see how in His thoughts His people were always present, and
know that it is still so, and always will be, how braced and strongstrong in the strength given to us by the Holy Spirit-we should feel
•
to do everything for Him.
"For Me and t,hee." "I ascend to My Father and your Father, to
My God and your God." "For their sakes I sanctify Myself." " My
joy fulfilled in themselves." "I in them." His joy is in our joy; HIS
sorrow in our sorrow.
Oh, my dear Christian reader, let us always give for Him, take for
Him, spend for Him, save for Him, live for Him, love for Him, ever
listening to His sweet "Me and thee," till, when we reach the shining
realms of glory, and clasp His dear pierced hand, pierced for US, He
shall welcome us, and, pointing all round, shall say, ,. This for Me and
NETTlE.
thee for ever."
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NOTES

OF

A

SERMON,

PREACHED BY THE EDITOR, AT ST. LUKE'S, BED~n="STER, ON SUNDAY
EVENING, FEBRUARY 26TH, 1888.
"And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah-JiTeh."GENESIS xxii. 14.
IN speaking a little from these words last Sunday, I mentioned three
leading thoughts1. The TTial.
11. The TTiumph.
Ill. The Testimony.
I reminded you that all God-given faith is tested by trial, and Goel
means trial to be trial. The child of God, in the earlier stages of the
Christian life, is not only prepared to acknowledge that trial is necessary,
but even wants to have it. As things are new with him, he think;
trial would be good; and as he has gone through this and that training,
thinks he shall make a fine soldier, just as a young recruit thinks the
drill is a very fine thing, and imagines he is quite ready for tlle
battlefield. But were he to be called to meet the foe in a.ctualwarfare, he would soon discover his mistake. You who can go back.
in experience, can remember this sort of feeling.
My dear mother used to say, "Do not pray for trial; you will be
sure to have it."
Oh, yes. But when the trial comes, we say, "Oh,
not this, Lord, not this!" Ah! we want to choose our trial, and
then it would cease to be such. God's trials run counter to our falhm
nature, and in proportion as they work contrary to the human desires,.
and show us our self-will, rebellion, and pride, they are indeed a
blessing. Ah! that is God's design. When the child of God is called
into desperate warfare with "the world, the flesh, and the devil," how
different are his feelings on the subject! No longing for trial then. He
knows his weakness. Again I say, TTial must be tTial.
God intends'
it to be so.
Abraham may have considered his trial unreasonable.
Oh, yes.
God's trials often appear so, and under such God sustains, and, in His·
own time, brings His tried ones to glorify Him.
How Abraham
glorified God in his trial; aye, even by its being unreasonable, and
so contrary to human nature. He asked no questions, sought no·
explanations.
Beloved, it is a blessed thing to be able to follow God in the dark.
However obscure the pathway, in spite of our feelings and inability
to . understand God's dealings, I say, it is blessed to follow God in
the daTk-to say, "I cannot understand, but I know it is my Mastel"tl
will. He must know best. I will follow Him."
This is most Godglorifying.
Abraham left his servants. He said unto his young men, "Abicle
ye here with the ass." Mark," to obey is better than sacrifice." To
follow God's bidding-to do as He appoints, no matter how selfr'
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sacrificing or opposed to the flesh-oh, this is real worship. To say,
"Shall wc receive good at the hand of the Lord, and shall we not
receive evil 7" that is real worship. To say, "The Lord gave, and
the Lord hath tal,en away," that £s rBal worship. It is supernatural,
not of the flesh; it is by divine power alone, and therefore it is Godglorifying worship.
"And Abraham ~aid unto his young men, Abide ye here with the
ass, and I and the lad will go yonder ancl worship, and come again to
ym~."
When Abraham said this, I believf\ he received his loved boy
again as living-" Accounting that God was able to raise him up,
even from the dead, from whence also he received him in a figure"
(Heb. xi. 19). He did not kno\,\ how it would be, but this is the
province of faith, not to understand, but to fall in with God's purposes
and say, "Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right 7"
Now comes the crisis, as if the trial were not already keen enough.
"And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: and
he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the
wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering 7" (Gen. xxii. 7.)
Ah! suppose Isaac had put the question before, in the presence of the
young men, don't you think Abraham would then have been placed in a
still more trying position 7 They may have said, "Where is the lamb 7
We see the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb 7" Don't you
think this would have added to the trial 7 And who knows whether
they might not have interfered 1 I think the way the Lord times
different things is worthy of our consideration, and shows His love and
wisdom. And Isaac said, "My father "-not "ftlther" merely, but "1l1y
lathe?' "-a stronger and more touching appeal. So to pass from the less
to the Greater-from the human to the Divine. "0 My Fathe1', if
it be possible, let this cup pass from Me!" "My God, My God, why
hast Thou forsaken Me 1 " Oh, mark the appeal! "And Abraham
said, My son, God will provide Himself a lamb for the burnt offering."
No hesitation, no parleying, but prompt, decided, unfaltering, was the
answer. I believe Abraham had, at that moment, a foreview of when,
in "the fulness of time," the Lamb should be offered on that mount.
"God will provide Himself a Lamb." His own Son, One with Himself.
Abraham had a fore view of that. Was Isaac content with this
answer, ~ Did he want explanation 1 He, too, was inspired with faith.
He was perfectly satisfied, and thus became a precious type of the
Great Sacrifice. This I take to be the "triumph" of Abraham's
faith. I grant, faith marked every step of the way, from when "he
rose up early in the morning," but here faith trinmphed indeed.
Now see how God shows what He can do-what He has in reserve.
God speaks; faith hears, and faith is never disappointed. God never
deceives. I want to impress this upon you. The blessings of God's
children are in ?'eversion. They look forward by faith to the fulfilment
of God's promises and purposes. We mt~st walk by faith. But we
want to have everything at once; we can't wait. Would to God we
had a simple, child-like faith in Himself! This is not our rest. Oh,
no; we are journeying to it. 'Would to God we could keep this in view.
"And they came to the place which God had told him of; and
Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and boun\i
3 c
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Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood. And Abrabam
stretched forth his hand, an d took the knife to slay his son" (ver. 9, 10).
Mark how deliberate was every a ction, and observe how beautifully faith
shines in Isaac as the type. 0 bserve his acquiescence. Do you not
think he could have resisted, and, in the strength of early manhood,
have overcome his old father 7 But he was to be the glorious type of
Christ acquiescing in the ordeal through which He had to pass.
To go from the less to the Greater. There was no substitute found
for Christ. He Himself was to be the Substitute for His people. Did
it cost J ehovah-Jesus, because He tp. as God-did it cost Him nothing
to die 7 Hear His own words-" I have a baptism to be baptized with;
and how am I straitened till it be accomplished" (Luke xii. 50).
"And being in an agony,. . _. His sweat was as it were great drops of
blood falling down to the ground'" (Luke xxii. 44). Again and again
He prayed, and said, "0 My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass
from Me" (Matt. xxvi. 39, 42, 44). Did it cost Him nothing 7 Was
it words only-was there no sacrifice 7 Listen again, as He says, "My
God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ~" (Matt. xxvii. 46.) Did
the agony on the cross cost Him nothing 7 Oh, when we look at the
agony in the garden, the suffering on the cross, and the exquisite agonyworse than all, I believe-the hiding of the Father's face-then, then we
see something of the nature of sin.
"Abraham took the knife to slay his son." No sign of deliverance.
No; he must build the altar, lay the wood, bind his son, and lay him
on the altar, and still no sign of deliverance; no way; no interposition; all a blank. And he may have said, "I rmtst do it," and then
" he stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son." He
meant it. There was no part-playing, but real sacrifice. And then the
Angel called and said, " Abraham, Abraham, lay not thy hand upon the
lad, neither do thou anything unto him; for now I know that thou
fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son,
from Me" (ver. 12). At the place, doing the Lord's bidding, and
deliverance came.
And who do you think the Angel was ~ I think He was the Angel
of the Covenant-Jesus Himself. And carry out this thought. What
must have been the feelings of Him whose sacrifice was there foreshadowed, and who knew what He should suffer on that very spot 7
" Now I know that thou fearest God." Did not God know it before 7
Oh, yes. He knows the willing mind. He" takes the will for the
deed"; and, in Hebrews xi. 17, we find it was accepted as if Abraham
had sacrificed Isaac-" By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up
Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up his only
begotten son." Why, then, is -it thus stated, "Now I know that thou
fearest God" 7 Oh, in His condescension, that others may know it too.
"And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold, behind
him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and
took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of
his son " (ver. 13). Why did he not see it before 1 The promise was
not ripe. If God had delivered before, how this beautiful story would
be robbed of some of its most prominent features. We should not
then have seen that God's time is the best.
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" Just in the last distressing hour
Our God displays delivering power;
The mount of danger is the place
Where we shall see surprising grace."

And, in the crisis of death, when passing away from this life, His
children find that God always does appear, and ratifies His promise, in
its fulness and blessedness-" As thy days, so shall thy strength be."
If you or I were to die to-morrow, we should not want dying grace
to-day; but, as surely as God is true, if we were called to pass away
to-morrow, dying grace would be given us.
F. S. F.
[If we mistake not, these "Notes," taken by a much-esteemed hearer,
were from our last sermon but one.-ED.J
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CHASTENED AND CROWNED.
IT falls to our lot to-day to announce the departure to her eternal rest
of another of our beloved and highly-valued correspondents, Mrs. C. T.
BARGE, late of Southport. She passed away on the 27th of October, at
the ripe age of seventy-eight. Although personally unknown to us in
the flesh, she was well known to us in the Lord. We highly esteemed
her friendship, believing as we did that she specially remembered
us before the Lord; and to be thus presented at the mercy-seat
by one and another of our readers and correspondents, more
especially in such days as the present, we consider of no trifling
In this respect, how frequently does the request of
importance.
Mr. ROMAINE recur to us. "Remember me at the throne of grace,
or the mercy-seat," he would say. " Mention me by name, WILLIAU
ROMAINE." And there are those gone home who have remembered us
in like manner-the late THoRPE SJlIITH, for example. In writing, from
time to time, he would say that daily he mentioned us by name at thA
mercy-seat. When thus named, of necessity there must be a special
appeal on behalf of such an one thus remembered. When, therefore,
such pleaders are removed, we can but feel their loss, and that most
deeply. There is a blank and a void left which are not easily filled.
Our friend and fellow-labourer in the Lord, Mr. THOMAS BRADBURY,
of Grove Chapel, Camberwell, writes of the deep heaviness of heart of
which he is at present the subject, in consequence of the recent removal by
death of two of his deacons. Such losses are far more readily felt than
expressed. None but ministers or editors know what it is to feel that
they are specially brought before the Lord, and that wisdom, grace, and
.~trength are craved on their behalf at the mercy-seat. If the present
Earl of RODEN felt sure (as he wrote to his venerable father, the late
.Earl, at the time) that he was prayed for by his friends at home, his
life being so singularly preserved in the war at the Crimea, equally
certain we are that, upon the same footing, many a servant of God feels
the same in regard to wrestlers at the mercy.seat on their behalf. It
affords us personally no small measure of gratitude and satisfaction, when
we hear from time to time how we are borne upon the hearts of the
3 C 2
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praying ones in our own parish. The Lord, in mercy, grant that the!r
prayers may be heard, and, in due time, answered, to the joy of theIr
hearts, as well as our own. Oh, how much the times in which we live,
and the many distracting circumstances in connection with the professed
Ohurch of God, ca1i for these wrestlings and importunities at the mercyseat! Even whilst writing this short sketch, a letter comes to hand
from a dear but sorely-afflicted brother in the Lord, who says, "I was
sorry, in reading the reports of the various Oongresses-no gotillinessall creature-efforts, as if religion depended upon it. No acknowledgment
of God-no recognition of Him in the way or means to the end. It is
very lamentable, then, that word' eschatology' that Archdeacon F ARRAn
favours, and those who supported him, even doubt the authenticity of
Scripture. Thus, while the Papacy is being checked by Papal countriee,
so-called Protestant ministers are playing into their hands."
How painfully true is this statement of our friend and brother! As
another proof of it, the Roman Oatholic Bishop of this town is regularly
announced as "the Bishop of Portsmouth." He is received and applauded
at public meetings, and spoken of in the highest terms for his amiability,
and as such a thorough gentleman! His portrait, in full canonicals, if;
exhibited in many of the print-shops, and thus our true Protestant
principles are ignored and set at nought.
We are sorry to write in this strain; but, in passing, we feel it
incumbent upon us to do so-thus once again to raise the warning voice,.
and that our readers may be reminded, when we are caned hence, that
those scenes which are rapidly coming upon guilty England were foreseen, and that the aiders and abettors ther.eto were remonstrated with.
Moreover, it is upon these grounds, in addition, to what we have
already named, that we feel the removal of such lovers of the Lord
and advocates for the truth as the beloved sister in Jesus whose
departure we now mourn-not· for her sake, certainly. On her behalf
we rejoice that her conflict is at an end; her warfare is over; her
victory won; the days of her mourning have ceased for ever. No more
wearisome days nor sleepless nights.
" No groans to mingle with the songs
Which warble from immortal tongl1es;
No midnight shades, no setting sun,
But sacred, high, eternal noon."

"Happy songsters! when shall we your chorus join 1"
Oh, how many-yea, how very, very many-have "gone the way of
all the earth" during our connection with this work, in the last wellnigh forty-nine years! ""Ve are often struck, dear readers, as we contemplate the fact. How few of our old correspondents, readers, and
supporters remain! On their account, we bless God that they arc at
rest! They are safely housed. Their continuou~' warfare with "the
world, the flesh, and the devil" has for ever ceased, blessed be God r
They "see Him as He is." They are "for ever with the Lord," and
are shouting, "Victory, victory, through the blood of the Lamb!"
In a dream of the past night, we thought we were on shipboard; and,
after encountering rough seas and high winds, we thought that, of a
sudden, we rounded the headland, or came into smooth water, and were,
I
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in consequcnce, struck with the calm way in which the ship pursued
her course, in such contrast to the previous pitching, and tossing, and
rolling. "Then," thought we, still in our dream, "if it be so now, and
under present circumstances, what will it be by-and-bye, when we reach
the fair haven-the celestial harbour-the port of eternal rest 7" The
dream was most vivid and refreshing-very, very different to one and
another that followed, and with which we are, more or less, so frequently-we had nearly said, constantly-assailed. Hence, we do not
wonder at an old disciple, in his prayers, pleading that he might be
spared from ill dreams.
As y'et we are without particulars, but we have little doubt, from the
nature of her malady, that our dear departed sister suffered more or
less from sleeplessness-or if not, from the means adopted to produce
sleep-from that discomfort or unrefreshing repose which such means
produced.
We have already stated that our departed sister was personally unknown to us, but the letters we received from her, from time to time,
and the labours for the Lord in which we knew her to be engaged,
furnished us with an insight into her character that has been ratified
and confirmed in various ways. One striking feature of her work for
the Lord, and for the welfare of her poor fellow-creatures, was the
spread of such books and publications as set forbh "the truth as it is
in Jesus." In this she would engage herself most assiduously and selfdenyingly. Very many will be deprived of her services in this as well
Our departed friend was personally acquainted
as in other respects.
with our beloved brother in the Lord, the late Dr. HEWLETT, and deeply
did she lament the sad changes at Astley that resulted from the close
of his lengthened and so God-honouring career at Astley.
The annexed is the last letter we received from her. It is written
in pencil, and the reader 'will perceive under what circumstances :Jtme 11th, 1888.
My VERY DEAR BROTHER IN THE LORD,-All last week I wished to have
sent the enclosed Postal Order for five shillings for the Book Mission Fund for
poar Mrs. BUIDER, but was in too great pain to write even half-a-dozen lioes.
I cannot tell you, my dear brother, how much I have, and do think of
you, and entreat the Lord on your behalf. I do hope that it may please Him
to renew your strength by this rest and cessation from your beloved work.
The Lord has seen good to lay me aside for the last ten or eleven weeks;
have been quite confined to my bed nearly eight weeks; suff<:lred very great
pain most of the time; am a little easier this afternoon. My complaint,
which I suppose has been coming on for two years, is internal ulceration, i[
Dot ci1ncer-1 fear the latter. But I have been wqnderfully upheld. The
Lord has indeed been" a Stronghold in the day of trouble "-" a-Brother
born for advenity." 'Vhat could I have done without Him 1 I have indeed
had to cry mightily for help, and strength, and patience, to enable me to
bear my pain. I haVlJ becn so afraid of being impatient. But oh, what a
mercy to be enabled to .;' lie passive in His h,mds," as clay in the hands of
the potter, and to be enabled truthfully to sa,y, "Not my will, Lord, but
Thine be done."
Do you know the verses commencing-CC Just as Thou wilt, Lord, be it
done" 1 The whole of them I can adopt as my very own; such a comfort
they were, and are, to me. I must give you one verse, in case you do not
know it-
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"The struggle's o'er-I'm willing now
To all Thy discipline 10 bow;
At length Thy grace has made me see
My path is best as marked by Thee."

It was hard work at first to give myself entirely up to the Lord's will;
but oh, what a comfort it is now, to have no care or anxiety about
anything-just to be able to leave all in His hands" who doeth all things
well."
Excuse this pencil note. I write lying flat on my back. I am getting
tired, but it is such a mercy to be more free from pain. I have so many
mercies.
May the LOTd be with you, and bless you in every way, and, if His
will, spare your life a few years longer.
So prays, yours in Him,
C. T. BARGE.
In a letter written some months previously, our beloved friend and

sister in the Lord expressed her belief that th~ time of her departure
was not far distant. She seemed to have had an intimation from the
Lord that such was the case. Results have proved the correctness of her
impressions. We hope to be favoured with at least some particulars
of her last days. Meanwhile we gladly insert the following letter
from one of her highly-esteemed friends : Ashton-on-Mel'sey, Octobel' 11th, 1888.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEy,-Mrs. BARGE commissiuned me to write to you
whenever it pleases God to call her to Himself. As she is very near death,
I thought it best to write a few lines to prepare you for that event. I
have had the privilege of visiting her three times. The sweet communion
which we enjoyed together was very precious to us both. We have known
each other twenty years-always the same. I agree with JOHN NEWTON in
saying, "Tell me how a person lives, and I will tell you how he dies." She
has lived ChTist, and now she is dying Christ. Hers will be a falling asleep
in Jesus. My eldest daughter has been with her nearly four months. Mrs.
BARGE'S sufferings llave been very great-internal ulceration. Her heart and
lungs have been very sound, so that she is really wearing away with the
pain, &c. She has been full of energy to the last, always wanting to be
doing; but now it is all sufferiug and waiting. Her last message to me, by
my daughter, was, "Tell him it is peace!" You will understand that her
peace does not come from exhausted nature, but from a felt interest in the
blood of the Lamb. Before I left her the last time, she said, ,. You know I
never had those buoyant feelings that many Christians seem to have. Mine
has been more of quiet confidence and resting upon the faithfulness of my
God"; and now God is making good His word, "Thou wilt keep him in
perfect peace whose mind is stayed on 'rhee, becan~e he trusteth in Thee."
I have been to the meeting of the Evangelical Protestant Union. It was
quite a success. What a worthy man Mr. INSKIP is! There is a depth and
fervour in his words-not a mere Protestant, but a humble follower of the
Lamb. The room was full.
The Rev. Mr. ISAAUS spoke well, and to the
point. He was very encouraging for these dark days, when the standardbearers seem so few. He said, God's army was always small, in olden times;
so we see, even now, it must not be "by might, nor by power, but by the
Spirit of our God." May He look upon us in our low estate, and revive
His work in our midst. There is so much God.dishonouring preaching, even
among so-called Evangelicals.
May the Lord spare you many years. With kind Christian love,
Yours sincerely,
LEES \,VRIGLEY.
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The annexed has come to hand since the foregoing was written:Ashton-on.Mersey, November 8th, 1888.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-Please to excuse my delay in giving you an
account of the latter end of our dear friend and sister, Mrs. BARGE.
The
complaint which terminated in her death commenced eighteen months ago.
She bore it as long as possible before consulting her doctor. In March she
was confined to the house, and on April 29th was confined to bed, which
she never left again, except changing from one bed-room to another for the
night. Her complaint, being internal malignant ulceration, caused her most
intense and continued suffering, during which suffering was manifested the
power of grace in supporting and comforting her. I wish you could have
seen her for yourself; it was blessed to me. I went to see her four times
during her confinement to bed. Being of such an active mind, and not
being able to do as she wished, she was troubled at times, feeling her time
wasted. * At my second visit I spoke very plainly to her on submission
to the divine will-that there was as much in suffering and waiting as in
working. The Lord blessed the word to her, and enabled her to lie passive
in the Lord's hand. Hers was a well-grounded hope, strengthened by a
life of faith upon the Son of God. During the twenty-one years I have
known her she has always evidenced a real vital union with Christ. "He
that is joined to the Lord is one spirit," and all who had the privilege of
knowing her must have felt her influence. Oar friends, although they know
nothing of the cause, mark the difference between a real Christian and a
hypocrite.
One great lesson my daughter learnt from attending Mrs. BARGE was, that
a dying bed is not the best place to seek the Lord from. The sufferer has
enough to do in contending with pain and weakness. Mrs. BARGE said to
her, "What could I do if I had to see:r the Lord now?"
When speaking
to her upon the evidence of a real change of heart, she said, "You know I
never had those joyous feelings that some speak of.
Mine has been more
of a quiet confidence and resting upon the faithfulness of God to His promise"; and she could then say, "I know whom I have believed, and that
He is able to keep that which 1 have committed to Him against that. day."
The last month was one of great prostration. She had a great desire to
be released; but, her heart and lungs being sound, she wore to skin and
bone, or nearly so. I saw hor six hours before death. She laid motionless
and unconscious, and did not recover consciousness. As she passed away, a
very pleasant smile came over her face, which had been expressionless -for
three days, and then she bade adieu to sorrow. The doctor, being a relative,
and Swedenborgian, often spoke to her on better things. In answer to his
question, "How do you feel?" she said, "Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me!" Her last message to me was, "Tell him it is peace! " It felt
an answer to many a fervent petition I had put up on her behalf, that the
Lord would keep her mind stayed upon Him, and enable her to show fortll
His praise on her dying bed. I feel her loss, but she is only gone bBfore.
What a comfort to feel that we are fellow· travellers to the same country!
Her funeral was strictly private, only four mourners-her son and brother,
and their wives.
I send you a letter from Mr. G. MOODY. I think Mrs. BARGE told me
he was curate to Dr. BURTON; also a copy of one of her Jetters to a
'" Our departed sister was in the habit, for years past, of sending to us for
supplies of books, the which she would disperse far and wide, with the hope
of their being made of real spiritual advantage to her poor fellow-sinners. She
took, moreover, a very lively interest in the Irish Church Mission. Hence, when
laid aside by her so severe illness, she felt her position, as so in contrast with
her previous activity.-EIl.

782

The Gospel Magazine.

friend, and a journal written by her when young. Will you please return
them when you have read them, as I prize them more than gold? They
do breathe the feelings and experience of myself when I first knew the
Lord.
I send you a paper relating to a meeting, or society, formed by the Rev.
Dr. BURl'ON, to unite Ohristians more closely. It did not last long. It does
not appeal' to be the Lord's will that His children should be able to form
a compact body for strength and furtherance of the GospeL We are gathered
one by one; and the more I see, and the longer I live, I feel that the
Gatherer and Life-Giver is also the Keeper and Sustainer of that life. Is
it not a wonder of wonders that every child of God can claim a complete
Saviour for himself, as much as if he were the only person living 1 And the
more we try to amalgamate the same as the world does, the sooner we come
to differ on minor things, which, being magnified by the enemy and mere professors and our carnal nature, causes coldness and division. The tie that
binds the whole Church in one bond is a spiritual tie. We are all made to
drink of that one Spirit, and the Head that directs the body is a spiritual
Head, a precious Ohrist. Here we can have a meeting-place and fellowship,
having olle common salvation, one God and Father, one Brother, and ODe
blessed Spirit to guide us into all truth.
Please excuse th.is wandering, and not giving you more of dear Mrs.
BARGE'S last sayings. She was one who did not wish any lengthy remarks,
and we can feel sure of this, that what dear JOHN NEWTON said is true of
her-" Do not tell me how a person died. Tell me how they lived, and I will
tell you how they died."
May the Lord renew your strength, and spare you to His Ohurch, and
give you more fruit in your old age, is the desire of
Yours in Gospel union,
LEES WRIGLEY.

vVe fully agree with what our friend and brother in the Lord has
said, in the forogoing, about the compact between the followers of the
Lord Jesus, as far as the present world is concerned. There is so much
of the flesh about us all, that we are little fitted for close companionship whilst on pilgrimage.
" It is decreed that most should walk
The darkest p<l.ths alone."

Satan is so ever upon the alert as to take advantage of even true
fellowship of hearts. In some way or other he is almost sure to intercept communion'- If there be no such interforence, then there is a
creature idolatry that is nearly certain-at least, in great measure-to
take the place which the Lord Himself is entitled to occupy. Then
comes interruption and the severance of hearts, and what that subjects
us to, in a way of Fatherly discipline, must be felt in order to be
known. The Lord has declared Himself to be a jealous God, and He
will not countenance rivalry or a merely divided heart. These facts may
well reconcile us to that separation from each other, in regard to human
associations, which the position the Lord, in His providence, has seen fit
to place us in, entails. The true meeting and the real greeting are
reserved for the better land, and the glorious inheritance which is in
rr.serve for us, beyond the reach of sin, death, and hell. Tlten and
there we shall have
" cast off th ese clothes of flesh,
These fetters and this load."
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There will be no admixture there. It will be true worship, without
the semblance of alloy. The intrusiveness of the flesh will be a thing of
the past, for ever and ever done with, blessed be God!
In glancing at the diary of the beloved departed sister in the Lord,
the late Mrs. BARGE, which our correspondent has kindly entrusted to
us, we see how a divided heart and lukewarmness of soul in spiritual
things was so great a source of sorrow, and how, at times especially,
she longed to be rid of the burden of the flesh, and to worship the
Lord with true spiritual worship" No more a stranger or a guest,
But like a child at home."

With resped to that distinctitleness of worship to which we just now
alluded, how striking is the testimony at the close of the twelfth chapter
of Zechariah, as the effect of a spirit of grace and supplication being
poured out upon the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.
"In that day," we read, "shall there be a great mourning in Jerusalem,
as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon. And
the land shall mourn, every family apart: the family of the house of
David apart, and their wives apart; the family of the house of Nathan
apart, and their wives apart; the family of the house of Levi apart,
and their wives apart; the family of Shimei apart, and their wives
apal"t; all the families that remain, every family apart, and their wives
apart." How different those scenes to the noise and excitement, or
what has been well called the "religious dissipation," that so much
abounds in these days!
THE EDITOR.
THE OLD ROUTE TO THE KINGDOM.
ALTHOUGH novices may have found-or, at least, think they have found
-a nearer, smoother, and more agreeable way to the kingdom than
those who have had to travel the old route" through much tribulation," still here and there some of the pilgrims are to be met traversing
the old beaten track. Their progress is slow but stt1·e.
Listen, reader, to', the language of one of these veterans, THOMAS
BRADBURY:I have been wading through floods of trouble and fogs of perplexity of late.
Our two senior deacons, ORUTCHER and BEA-NE, are brought to the confines
of mortal illness-OltuTcHER with failure of the heart's action; BEANE, away
from home, at Worthing, with hemorrhage of the lungs. I cannot hope to
see either of them in Grove Chapel again, but our God has better spots
assigned to them. They are both blessedly sustained. Love and blood
are all they rest upon. I am troubled, yet I triumph. I am anxious, yet
I am assured that all is right and well. The Lord reigneth, and must reign
until all enemies are subdued under His feet.

Still, in proof that the sigh and the song are both familiar to Zion's
travellers, we meet with the following in the same epistle:This morning, feeling a little melting of the heart and moistening of the
eyes, with a sense of my gracious Father's forbearing love and merciful
screenings, I write.
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"Merciful screenings!" ""Ve love that expression. Reader, do ymt
know anything of the screen, the shelter, the shadow of a great rockyea, the Rock itself, against which the gates of hell shall never-no,
never-prevail ~
Again, the aforenamed writer says, at a little later date:Floods of sorrow have been mine. ORUTCHER is in heaven. Last week the
Lord took three whom I love to be with Himself-the last of the three my
youngest brother, Robert. Who next 1 The Lord knows it would be no
grief to me if He were to say now, "Come home." The world, sin, Satan,
and self seem to bear me down. I find nothing apart from a suffering,
sovereign Christ worthy of notice. esteem, or love.

In another epistle says the same writer:I have been wading through deep waters of late, and at times dense
darkness surrounds me, and puny little self is so weak and foolish; yet He
knows all about it.

Yes, blessed be His name, He does. Moreover," the darkness and
the light are both alike to Him." Aye, more still" He knows what sore temptations mean,
For He has felt the same."

Temptation and trial are no mere guess-work with Him who was
emphatically "the Man of Sorrow~, and acquainted with grief," whilst
here on pilgrimage, and whilst serving for and on behalf of His
helpless and guilty followers. In the "bearing our sins and carrying
Whilst
our sorrows," He was "made perfect through suffering."
He "trod the winepress alone, and of the people there was none with
Him," He became Personally and experimentally familiar with the every
pain and the every pang and privation His whole body the Ohurch
would be called, in some little measure and degree, to encounter. How
blessed, then, to bow at His footstool-to crouch at His dear feetwith a "Lord, Thon knowest what I am, and where I am, not upon
the ground of abstract Deity merely, but upon that of Personal participation."
" Although He reigns exalted high,
His love is still as great;
Still He rememher3 C"lvary,
Nor lets His. saints forget."

A CHRISTIAN should let us see his graces walking abroad in daily
conversation; and, if such guests are in the house, they will often look
out of the windows, and be publicly seen abroad in all duties and
holy actions.-Gumall.
THE DEEP-SEA FISHERIEs.-In Mr. MATIIER'S address, upon a recent
occasion, he stated that, one terrible night in March, 1883, so disastrous
was the storm to the more northerly fleets that, in one street alone in
Hull, there were fifty widows. There was a total of 141 widows and
300 orphans as a result of that single gale. During the night 364 men
and boys were lost.
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A CALL FOR PRAYER.

To the Edito't of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR AND ESTEEMED FRIEND,-The Apostle's spirit was stirred in
him at the idolatry of Athens, and oh, that the idolatry (or worse) of
England might stir God's praying people to lax these things to heart!
If ever prayer was needed it is now j and I belie've if you, my dear sir,
brought it before your readers, it would be generally responded to, as
it was eight years ago, through the pages of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
The man of prayer whom God sets foremost in the "great cloud of
witnesses" says, he should sin against the Lord in ceasing to pray for
His people j but must we not rather say, " We have left undone what
we ought to have done" ~ The Word exhorts much to prayer for all
sorts of men-"first of all for ldngs "-and many excellent Christians
have said there was not that prayer for the nation which should be.
No doubt many remember our beloved country in their petitions j still
there are many who do not, and are grieved that they cannot feel it
more impressed on the mind. Some may think it is laying too much
stress on outward means, but this tends to lay it more to heart, and
in the form the power is sometimes given.
If I may speak for myself, it was the first special prayer-meetin~
here (many years since) that brought me to consider how lacking I
was in this as in other things, and from thence have felt constrained
Our sins call for
to bring it before Him "by whom kings reign."
humiliation, and God calls to it, and who can tell but it may be the
means of "lengthening the days of tranquillity" ~
I trust I can lay my hand on this-Cl When I cry unto Thee, then
shall mine enemies turn back," for in times of sore distress, in trying
to pour out my trouble to Him who kindly says, "Call upon Me in
the day of trouble," I have felt a check given to my foes and fears,
as though" Satan [to use a good man's remarkl was taken up a link";
and who can say what restraint may be put upon our enemies by prayer
to God against them ~ for
"The force of their united cries
No power can long withstand."

Hezekiah's prayer moves God to "put His hook in the nose of
Sennacherib," and God still "leads counsellors away spoiled." "While
men slept the enemy came," and while good men are sleeping (" it is
high time to awake "), or falling out about trifles, splitting hairs, or
straining at gnats, our enemies are coming in upon us apace.
How grievous is the-must we say ~-almost insane indifference to the
impending storm, and also the contentions and divisions which weaken
and scatter the little flock! In union is strength. The beasts whom
"God hath deprived of understanding" teach us this. In times of
danger, animals (even those hostile to each other) will huddle together j
and oh, that there were less of that party spirit which forbids those
that follow not us!
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Now, my dear Dr. DOUDNEY, you have great influence as Editor.
May you have all the strength and wisdom needed in this matter, to
use it for the glory of God and the good of Zion. God says, "I will
be inquired of." God is faithful, and it may be He will, in mercy,
avert or defer His righteous judgments, which we so justly deserve.
The Jews of old went from bad to worse, "till there was no remedy";
but, though things get worse and worse, we would fain hope it is not
yet quite come to that. "The remedy's before thee-pray"; and oh,
that the Lord would pour upon His praying people the spirit of
supplication, mercifully regard the salt of the earth, and spare the
guilty realm, and' also re~ember the earth, and turn not this fruitful
land into barrenness for the wickedness of them that dwell therein.
It will be well with the righteous, "whatever ills the world befall."
.
Still they suffer with, and suffer for, their fellow-creatures.
I am, dear sir, yours respectfully,

E. M.

ChippenhaJn.

[As intimated by our correspondent, we should greatly rejoice could
we see a spirit of prayer stirred up among the Lord's people on behalf
of guilty England at the present momentous crisis. Things assuredly
are waxing worse and worse, Oh, that the Lord would pour out upon
His people a spirit of grace and supplication, in order that they, in
return, might wrestle with Him on behalf of our long-favoured, but
guilty land, that still it might be spared those dire calamities with
which we are so justly threatened !-ED.]

A CLOUDY AND DARK

DA~

To the Eclit01' of the Gospel Mo;gazine.
My DEAR FRIE~D AND BROTHER IN CHRIST,-Grace, mercy, and
peace be unto you and yours. We shall soon, if spared, be brought to
the close of another year-one more milestone on life's journey. As
we were not privileged to meet and exchange our thoughts, so as to
enjoy sweet fellowship one with another, I am induced to employ the
only alternative by sending you a few lines.
vVe live and are passing through strange times, few of us, I think,
will dispute. Even honesty of intention, uprightness of action, and
straightforwardness of language are by no means popular. It would
appear, from what we witness around us, that truth in its purity, and
unvarnished, appears not suitable to the palate of this so-called" refinecl
age." The old landmarks are removed, and it would be difficult to find
any real spirituality in the various Congresses and meetings that have
been held of late, whether they are composed of Churchmen or Dis.
senters. Can we come to any other conclusion than this, namely, that
Zion is in a low place ~ Her enemies rejoice over her, while her professed
friends seem indifferent to her, and sleep and sloth are characteristic of
others who should, according to their profession, be not only living, but
lively stones in Mercy's building. Whilst all this is going on, the
enemies of truth are ever busy compassing sea and land to make proselytes to their delusive and deluding faith. Error abounds, and many

The Gospel Magazine.

757

a trembling heart may be ready to fear that the pUrE;; wheat may be
choked, and the very elect deceived.
Although we may mentally fear it, there is no fear; yet the Great
Head remarked, "Nevertheless, when the Son of Man cometh, shall He
find faith on the earth?" And, although we may have no such fear,
yet we are anxious to show unto the Lord's people their condition, and
thus, by His blessing, arouse some from their present state of lethargy.
It is our mercy to know that the children of God, in a spiritual
sense, are free men, and are not in bondage unto any. The setting Up
one above another is a fruit of the flesh, a'nd has its just condemnation
in the 'Vord of God-" One is your Master, even Christ." Whenever
the Papal chair is set up, there is a blight-a solemn hindrance to
spiritual progress. Real Christian union and fellowship and brotherly
love cannot exist in the midst.
Is there not, too, a mistaken charity in dealing with error, even with
those who know the truth, and profess to defend it? There should
always be a determined outspokenness of truth when confronting error.
It is a serious matter when any professing the doctrines of grace are
carried away with fleshly revivalism, such as the" Salvation Army," and
that which is set before us with so much gilding-the "higher life " in fact, anything but the Gospel; and, if the semblance of the Gospel
is preached, it is universal for all, and left entirely to those they
address to accept or reject as they think proper, when and how they
like. It certainly is not the message God gave to His servants to
deliver. If so, the Apostles were misled. Does not all this teach us
more and more to hold by God's grace and the testimony of Eternal
Truth, and be not ashamed to declare it, crying shame on those who
profess to believe it, who are courting the company, or associating
with those who uphold creature free-will, and who pour contempt upon
God's free and sovereign grace? Our language should be, "0 my soul,.
come not thou into their secret; unto their assembly, mine honour, be
not thou united"; and this should be put in practice, otherwise they
will be caught in the traps laid for them.
The tried and exercised Christian, that knows the plague of his own
heart, will know these are wild dreams of perfection in the flesh. He,
the believer, is privileged at times to see, and sweetly enjoy, his perfection in Christ, and fondly anticipates one day to realize it in the
world of glory; but here there is no perfection. Like the Apostle, he
groans and cries beneath the body of this death, and longs for relief
from it; and, like all true saints, feels the continued conflict betwixt
sin and grace-the will to do good and the will of evil ever present.
Oh, what a mercy that our eyes are opened to clearly discern His
preciolls truths, and enabled by grace to walk in conformity thereto!
It is also our mercy to know that the Lord liveth, the Lord reigneth,
and the Lord knoweth; and His Word declares, "Nevertheless the
foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth
them that are His." History proclaims the fact that the Church has
always, more or less, been affiicted by the instability of professors; and
we are furnished with many needful cautions in the second chapter of
tlltl second Epistle to Timothy, not to strive with words of no profit,
so as to divert from the work. The Lord knows His own chosen ones,
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and will surely search them out, and effectually call them. "Turn you
to the Stronghold, ye prisoners of hope." The Lord wiII ever defend
His Church-" Even to"day do I declare I will render double for this."
May a godly zeal for His honour and glory possess all our hearts, and
His name shall have all the praise. The future to us is dark, and I
should tremble more had I not a covenant God to trust in, and to
depend upon, whose decrees are immutable. Much as there is to cause
anxiety, yet I will never sound the alarm that the Church is in danger.
No; the kingdom of God is as safe as His throne. "The outer court
shall be trodden down of the Gentiles," but the inner court is His own,
and He wiII watch over it, and take care of His Church at all times.
It is "a kingdom that cannot be moved," founded upon His immutahle
decrees.
Yours affectionately in Him,
~

WHAT AM I

Q~R

~

WHERE AM I?

WHITHER AM I GOING?

To the Editor of the Gospel lJfagazine.
DEAR Sm,-Reading in the July, August, and September Numbers,
"The Family Portion" (" His Name "), I was so very much encouraged,
for the things there written seemed to correspond so exactly with my
own feelings, that I felt I must write you this. I have read many books
to see how God's people have been first brought to know the Lord, but
most seem to pass through a deep law-work, not a gradual weanin~ from
earthly things. Not feeling the same distress as many others, I have
feared it was not God's work, but only a fire of my own kindling.
" 'Tis a point I long to know;
Oft it causes anxious thoughtDo I love the Lord or no?
Am I His, or am I not?"
"What I want is, an assurance that I belong to the little flock-that
I have a personal knowledge of the Lord, and whether mine is a
religion of the heart, or a natural one only. I want to know and feel
it. As JOHN NEWTON writes, in another hymn" Then tell me, gracious Lord, is mine
A contrite heart or no?"
"When you asked the readers to question themselves, and see if there
is no change-if the desires are what they once were-I asked myself,
"Is there no change in me-in my desires? Do the things of this
world give the satisfaction they once did? Did I, a few months ago,
C'l,re to read such books as this?" And how different the thoughts
when in the house of God! Those sitting around one may see no
change, for "man looketh on the outward appearance, but God looketh
on the heart."
" We seem alike when thus we meet;
Strangers might think we all are wheat;
But to the Lord's all-searching eyes
Each heart appears without disguise." ~
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Then, again, there is a fear to say and .. sing those things one does
not feel, though one may have repeated them over and over again
with one's lips, but have never thought of the words, like one of whom
the children were told one Sunday, who had sung in a choir for forty
years, but had never thought of the words.
Instead of feeling glad when the Sabbath is over, how often do I
wish it was Sunday morning; and my cry is, "Lord, show me some
token for good! Speak some word of power to me; and oh, 'visit me
with Thy salvation! ' "
Well do I remember the evening when the last-named became a
prayer. Mr. HEWITT'S text was in Matthew xi. 28-" Come unto Me,
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." In
the sermon he said, "Have you ever asked Christ to come to you ~ "
and referred to those words in Psalm cvi. This remark was so impressed upon my mind that it seems as clear now as then. I sometimes feel a little encouraged, but afterwards am afraid of having taken
comfort when I ought not, and say, with HART" Let no false comfort lift us up
To confidence that's vain."

A few Sundays ago, the text was, "There is a river, the streams
whereof make glad the city of God." Mr. HEWITT spoke of the
streams of pardon, peace, and everlasting love of God, whereof the
people of God are made glad. I often think I should like to hear
that sermon again, though it did not bring gladness into my heart,
but rather a more earnest desire to be found amongst those who experience these things. I seem now to have nothing to make me glad.
I cannot rejoice with the world, neither can I with the people of God,
but "I love to meet amongst them now," and this is the only thing 1
have to look forward to with any real pleasure.
Can this be true religion-this the experience of God's peoplethis unrest, confusion, and longing and craving for more than this
world can give ~ Oh, that I may be found amongst those who have
Christ as their Hiding-place here below; then, whatever may come, it
matters little, for it is but a short time we have to live here, compared to eternity.
.
Please forgive me for troubling you with this, but I felt constrainerl
to send it. May you still be spared to send forth words of counsel
and comfort to those who are anxious, is the desire of
Brighton, Octobe1' 27th, 1888.
A TROUBLED READER.
ANSWER.
A first thought presented to the mind, upon reading your epistle,
dear troubled one, was what the Lord said to His beloved disciples"And ye now therefore have sorrow: but I will see you again, and
your heart shall rejoice, and ycur joy no man taketh from you" (John
xvi. 22). Yon now "have sorrow" .: and why ~ Because the Lord h::.s
graciously "looked upon you." He has taken you in hand. He has,
as in the days of His flesh, "led you aside from the multitude." He
has "allured you, and brought you forth into the wilderness," from
the worldliness, the carnality, the sin in which He found you; and
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He will, blessed be His name, most assuredly "see you again, and
your heart shall rejoice, and your joy shall no man take from you."
He will, as He has promised, "speak comfortably to you."
But now, it may be-in all probability it will be-that you will ask,
What ground have we for saying thus much 1 Why do we suppose
that you are in the footsteps of the flock, and that there is reason for
our holding out to you words of encouragement 1
Well, here are the reasons :1. The correspondence of feeling of which you speak. How is it
what we have written is not" parables" to you, as it is to thousands 1
2. Whence the discrimination of which you speak in regard to
others, and the deep law-work 1
3. Why have you any fear about its being really the Lord's work 1
4. Could you always say, "'Tis a point I long to know" 1 Had
you any longing or care about it 1
5. Why the earnest desire about assurance, and that yours is not a
merely natural religion 1 Why not take things for granted in these
easy-going days, as thousands do 1 vVhy not swim in the stream with
the giddy multitude, in these days of religious excitement and sensationalism, rather than seeking for the beaten track-the old-fashioned
groove-so familiar to men, like NEWTON and COWPER, of a by-gone
day 1
6. And is there no change 1 Let the facts and the feelings of which
you yourself speak answer the question.
7. Whence the fear to say or sing those things which you do not
feel but from a godly jealousy-a divinely-inwrought distrust of self,
and dread of deception?
8. And who made you to love the Lord's Day, and make it the best
and the brightest of all the seven 1
9. With respect to those longings and breathings of which you
speak, mark the words of the blessed HART-" Those feeble desires, those wishes so weak,
'Tis Jesus inspires, and bids you still seek."

We may add, in the full confidence of faith and hope' in your case-" The Lord whom thou seekest will not tarry long;
and to Him the weakest is dear as the strong."

10. As we said at first, so we repeat, "He will see you again, and
your heart shall rejoice, and your joy shall no man take from you."
,I Tarry His pleasure then,
And, though He tarry, wait;
The promise may be long delayed,
But calillot come too late."

THE EDITOR.
DOTH the Son of God assume our nature and become man that He
may be a fit Bridegroom for our souls, to make us near unto Him 1
This will be matter of our admiration to all eternity.-B. Keach.
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THE LORD'S DOINGS.
letters, we feel assured, will be read with deep interest.
It is most gr::ttifying to us (especially under present circumstances) to
have such practical evidence of the Lord's gracious smile upon our
humble endeavours.-ED.]
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-An aged Christian, whom I often visit, and
who only wishes to be known by the name of "A Lover of the Doctrines of Grace," has given me the enclosed £1 as a contribution
towards the distribution of some of your books in any direction where
you think their reading may be blessed. I have also the same sum to
forward to the" BrideI' Mission," which I gladly do. I have reason to
know that a volume of "Walks and Talks with Jesus" has been
greatly prized by a German lady, knowing English, to whom I sent it.
Our dear friend, who sends you this small contribution out of her
small means, lives herself upon the stability of the doctrines she wishes
others to apprehend also-or rather, perhaps I ought to say, upon the
faithfulness of Him in whom the covenant of grace" is ordered in all
things and sure." With her bodily eyes she can see only imperfectly,
but the spiritual eye is fully opened, by the grace of God, to discern
things that differ; and her mouth and heart are continually praising
and blessing God for His distinguishing mercies to one who, in her own
estimation, is so utterly unworthy.
Believe me, yours most sincerely,
Novembm' 9th, 1888.
H. M. B.

l The following

My DEAR SIR,-I would be so thankful if you could spare me some
of your little books. I cannot afford to buy, and I hear continually
of your generosity to God's needy children. I have derived such
benefit, blessing, and comfort from your articles in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, which we take monthly for the benefit of our old people. You
wrote to my dear husband the other day, and enclosed a little book
called "Happy John," and I have read it with great delight.
My dear sir, you have indeed been a Moses and a Joshua to us in
this" waste, howling wilderness." You have led and fed us like a faithful
under-shepherd, and now the Head of the flock is saying to you, "Come
and rest awhile on this little quiet mount with Jesus only. Your
brain is still active, though you have borne the burden and h"at of
the day; but let us commune together quietly. I have prepared a
place for you, and I must prepare you for Mysel~. Are you quite the
little child, willing only to hear Me, and only to see Me 1"
" Sweet to lie passive in His hands,
And know no will but His."

Jesus most graciously manifested Himself to me when I was twelve
years old. I was kneeling, and weeping bitterly, at the side of the
coffin of my father. I had no mother, and suddenly the presence of
Jesus drew near, and spoke those comforting words to my heart, "Let
not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid." I rose up immediately, and rushed to tell the whole house, but nobody understood me,
3 D
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and I was greeted with the words, "Poor child! She is going out of
her mind." However, the presence of Jesus was so real to me all
through the funeral; and for days after, so full of joy and peace was
I that I could hardly eat my necessary food; and all through the ups
and downs of a sorrowful wilderness life Jesus has been and is still
mine, and I am His.
" He has taught me how to watch and pray,
And live rejoicing every day."

I need not ask you to excuse all this, knowing you will rejoice in
Believe me, dear sir,
Yours most sincerely,
November 14th, 1888.
G. B.
[" Rejoice in it"; yes, indeed we do; and you, ilear unknown, yet
well-known, shall, as the Lord told us many years ago, "see greater things
than these." He will lead you on, guard and guide, protect and preserve, support and supply, until, when your work is done, He will
say, "Come up higher! "

it.

" Grace shall ccmplete what grace begins
To save from sorrows and from sins;
The work that \Visdom undertalres,
Eternal Mercy ne'er forsakes."

THE EDITOR.]
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I was glad to see, by the November GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, that your health is better. ·What a hIessing health is,
especially when used for the honour and glory of God in the furtherance of our dear Redeemer's kingdom. I am wonderfully supported
under my sad bereavement; but, as the damp, cold weather advances,
it tries my delicate chest and troublesome cough.
I often feel as the
Psalmist expresses himself-" I watch, and am as a sparrow alone upon
the house-top " (Psa. cii. 7). " Oh, that I had wings like a dove! for
then would I flyaway, and be at rest" (Psa. Iv. 6).
" And when thy God shall bid thee rise
To join the chorus of the skies,
This thy support in death shall be,
His blood the sign of peace to thee."

The following wiII show how the books and tracts we send are
appreciated ;"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-I thank you for your kindness in forwarding
the monthly parcel for distribution regularly.
Last autumn, the late
Mr. BRIDER, whose memory is so dear to many, forwarded me a box:
of reading of all kinds. If it is in your power, I should be glad of
any magazines, books, or tracts you can spare me-any kind, that I
may send them away to preach the love of Christ."
FRO.I\I ANOTHER AGENT.
"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-I beg to return many thanks for the favours
received, and trust the Master's blessing may re,t on us more in the
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future than in the past. I wish we could crowd Roman Oatholicism
into one corner, and there keep it under our feet. England, with all her
boast of wealth and religion, is daily and almost hourly allowing religion
of a foreign nature to penetrate in our midst, and finally crushing all
opposers. May all Christian workers bear you up in prayer, so that
the work you all are engaged in may be a thousand times blessed to
others as well as ourselves. I should esteem it a great favour and
help if I may be favoured with some volumes. There are thousands
of sailors to-day who are Ohristians in every sense of the word, heart
and soul, but they need cheering up, like myself."
We are happy to state that we have despatched a large box of
wholesome literature to each, and we hope the Lord's blessing will
attend them.
FROM ONE WHO VISITS SAILORS.
"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-I hope you are doing well with the Master's
work. The Lord will help you. We know He loves His own. I am
very thankful for the parcel each month so kindly sent by you. One
sailor asked for the Christmas number of the 'Home.' I find the
Walks and Talks u:ith Jesns and Looks 1'0 and From Jesns just the books
to be placed in every ship."
FROM A DOCKYARD.
"DEAR FRIEND,-Your monthly parcel is just to hand, for which I
thank you. ' Home' is always a welcome visitor. Would that we had
more of them; also the excellent writings of Dr. DOUDNEY. May the
Lord continue to use and bless His servants in the distribution of
Gospel truth;"
I have great pleasure in forwarding you cheque for £10 from the
funds of the Mission, and shall thank you to send me that amount in
the books mentioned in enclosed list.
I am, dear Dr. DOUDNEY,
Yours in the bonds of the glorious Gospel,
A. E. BRIDER.
Old Gaol Chapel, Salisbnry, November 14th, 1888.

P.S.-Owing to the death of the auditor's wife (Mrs. OHARLES MOODY),
we are late with the Annual Report this year, but hope to issue it
soon.-A. E. B.
[Recent events, and the comments upon the amount of pernicious
literature now in circulation, by men of high standing, both in the
religious and in the political world, may well stimulate those who have
the welfare of their fellow-creatures at heart to do their utmost in
order to stem the torrent of iniquity t.hat is, in every variety of form,
poured forth from the press. This, under God, must be accomplished
by a counteracting influence. If Satan, on the one hand, employs the
press for the misleading and ruining precious souls, it behoves the
believer to seek to employ it also for the furtherance of the kingdom
and glory of the Most High. In this "the BRIDER Mission" has been
pre-eminently successful. Its founder fell a prey to the ardour with
which he pursued his course; and it is most grateful to us to see that
the spirit by which he was prompted is alive and active in those who

764

Tile Gospel Magazme.

,d311

mourn his removal. We rejoice, therefore, in the practical part our
readers have taken, and still do take, in this good work, and earnestly
do we pray that the gracious smile of our God may still attend their
labours. Means are ours; results are the Lord's. The greatest encouragement thus to be occupied in the Master's service is based upon that
precious assurance, "My Word shall not return unto Me void, but it
shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing
whereunto I sent it."-ED.]
CALLED HOME.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR Dn. DOUDNEY,-OUr dear old friend and brother in the Lord,
the Rev. JOHN BIRKETT, of Birkenhead, who was for many years the
beloved Vicar of V{insford, Cheshire, was called home, and entered into
the joy of his Lord, on Friday, November 2nd, 1888, in his seventyseventh year. He had been incapacitated for active service for about
fifteen years, but in his daily walks during that long period he lost no
opportunity of speaking a word of comfort and consolation to many
with whom he came in contact; and in the hearts of those who were
thus favoured with his counsel, his memory will be blessed indeed. A
special feature of our departed friend was his tender love for the little
ones, which manifested itself in many ways, and made them look up to
him with that beautiful simplicity and confidence peculiar to children
of tender years.
It was the writer's happy privilege to hold frequent and very blessed
intercourse with him, and to visit his hospitable home, as one of the
family, for more than forty years; and among the many pleasing memories
of that long and tender friendship, the remembrance of his love for the
Word of God must ever hold a prominent place. Before the early
breakfast, he was often found with the Bible in his hand studying his
morning text, and seeking to know that "man doth not live by bread
alone, but by every word which proceedeth out of the mouth of God."
He was a true servant of the Lord God Almighty, and loved all those
who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, "endeavourjng to keep the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace," and, in all lowliness of mind,
" seeking to adorn the doctrine of God his Saviour in all things," thereby
making it manifest whose he was, and whom he served. He seemed to
be able to see the Lord's hand in everything, tracing all up to Him who
worketh all things according to the good pleasure of His will. Now he
"rests from his labours, and his works do follow him." " Let me die the
death of the righteous, and let my last end be like his." He could not
have been taken home more gently or tenderly, simply falling asleep on
the sofa in the dining-room.
His loved remains were laid in their last resting-place in the cemetery
on Novemuer 6th. The funeral was quiet and simple, as he would
have wished it to be, his old friend lVIr. HOIlSON, the Vicar of St.
Nathaniel's, Liverpool, officiating. Before going to the cemetery he read
2 Timothy iv. 6-8 and prayed, which had a very soothing and comforting effect.
. Warl'ington.
O. L.
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THE HEALITY OF THE RELIGION WE HOLD DEAR.
1'0 the Ed'it01' of the Gospel Magazine.
EVErt-DEAR BROTHER BELOVED IN CHRIST,-I feel I must pass the
-following touching testimony on to you. Oh, surely SLICh instances
give proof of the reality of those principles we hold dear. Only think
of one so young in divine things taken home. The new birth realized;
the rapid growth in grace; the calling up higher in so short a time;
and the unworthy writer made the honoured instrument of such
abounding and abundant blessing. Is it not a real work 7
November 8th, 1888.
My DEAR FRIEND,-You will see by the enclosed that we have lost-or
,rather, that our God has taken to Himself-our youngest sister-in-law. She
was the wife of my youngest brother, who lives close to us. They were
only married last December. On the 22nd of October she had a son, and
went on well for three or four days, then gradually sunk of blood fever.
Her growth in grace was something wonderful, and she used to say how
much she owed to the" Wayside Notes" 'Vriter. She had never heard the
truth preached till after she was married. You were the second she heard
preach it, and so she said you were sent to Manche3ter for her. She
revelled in your monthly pieces, and highly esteemed you for Christ's sake.
Every piece seemed written for her, and she would read them over and over
again.
My brother wished me to write-he said he was so cast down that he could
not-and thank you, in the name of the Master, for the great blessing you
had been to her, and to beg of you to accept her memorial card. She
greatly enjoyed your "Golden Truths."
Almost her last words were, ", Rock of Ages, cleft for me' -mind you,
for me-' Let me hide myself in Thee'- ' in Thee; in Thee'-nowhere ehe
will do for me. I am safe on that Rock."
I have -not told y:)U a tithe of the love and esteem she had for you, for
:the blessing God had made you to her.
Bolieve me, very faithfully yours,
H.F. C•.

Dear brother, with such evidences of God's blessing, we must go on
spreading God's truth at any sacrifice. It is blessed work.
You will be thankful, with me, that another dear friend, by her kind
help, has enabled me to send another one hundred copies of "Golden
Truths" to Mrs. BRIDER'S Book Mission, in acknowledging which Mrs.
BRIDER says, "They will be scattered to the ends of the earth."
God bless you. I hear of the value of your writings constantly.
Our love.
Yours affectionately,
Burton-on-Trent, November 10th, 1888.
GEORGE COWELL.
COl\flVIENTS.
How remarkable are the Lord's dealings! At the same time, who
can-who dare-say, "What doest Thou 7" In the foregoing epistles,
we have the blessed and unquestionable testimony of the safe transit
from earth, with all its sins, sufferings, and sorrows, to that gloriolls
home-that heavenly inheritance-where neither sin, suffering, nor
sorrow are either felt or feared. In the one instance, a servant~of the
Most High was long called to bear the burden and heat of the day,
first-and for mauy years-in ministering the Word, and that in its
purity and power; then in the surrender, twice over, of the companions
3
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and sharers of his joys and sorrows; then, as our correspondent has
shown, in the great trial, by severe affliction, of the relinquishing his'
pastoral and ministerial labours, for so lengthened a period as nearly
fifteen years. How great this trial, and how severe this privation,
those only can imagine who, like ourselves, under present circumstanceEf,
are called to at least taste of this bitter cup. But then, in the other'
case, here is a young disciple-and so very young as a follower of
Jesus-taken hence ere she had reached one-third of the former's age.
The one had long been a "pilgrim and a stranger" in this vale of
tears; the other may be said to have scarcely entered upon her course'
in the capacity of wife and mother, yet called, ripened, and taken
home! Taught-and holY well taught, too-yea, as really and aseffectually as those who, it may be, have been on pilgrimage for fift,v
or sixty years; for what father in Ohrist, or mother in Israel, could
have spoken in more conclusive or decisive terms than did the young'
and beloved departed ~ '" Rock of Ages, cleft for me'-mind you, fa?"
me / " 'What a firmness and a fearlessness, and that in the very articleof death! Oalled to pass away in the sweetness and blessedness of
"first love" (see Rev. ii. 4). Then, again, '" Let me hide myself in
Thee - ' in Thee; in Thee '-nowhere else will do for me. I am safe
on that Rock." Why, here are both the sweetness and simplicity 0.£
faith! By grace divine, and under the power and teaching of the
Holy Ghost, the merest babes in the family may be the partakers of
it; nor can the fathers and mothers in the household of faith get
beyond it.
Let the reader specially observe that these were not utterances in a
youthful, excited, and untried spirit, but, as already intimated, it was,
a dying testimony-the language of one just called to the keenest and
most acute earthly severance-the dissolving of the tenderest of human
ties, both as a wife and a mother.
. Moreover, how should such a case as the foregoing serve to check
hasty judgments and unwarrantable conclusions as to the Lord's mode
of lea Jing and dealing. He can call by grace and ripen for glory in
the twinkling of an eye, if it so pleases Him, as in the case of the'
dying thief; nor has the oldest pilgrim one iota more claim to merit,
upon the ground of works, than he. In fact, he less deserves heaven
at last than at fi?"st, because of the sin-the vileness-the corruptionwhich is inseparable from all his doings.
Again, what encouragement is such an instance as the foregoing tqgo on "sowing beside all waters." Who can tell the issue of the giving
a tract, a booklet, or speaking a word by the way ~ This, the great
day alone will reveal. Hence, it behoves us to do our utmost, as the
Lord may afford both opportunity and means. How plain is thfl
counsel, "In the morning sow thy seed, and'in the evening withhold
not thine hand: for thou lmowest not whether shall prosper, either
this or that, or whether they both shall be alike good" (Eccles. xi. 6),

*
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We do not feel at liberty to mention names, as it might be deemed
a breach of confidence, although no such embargo was laid upon us ;
but, within an hour or two of writing the preceding, we were informell
of a most remarkable case. A very simple word, upon the part of
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an omnibus driver, led one of the most unlikely men in the world to
enter his vehicle, which happened to pass the chapel of a very popular'
preacher. From what he heard that day, he became so interested
as regularly to avail himself of his published sermons. After his death,
it was found that he had bequeathed a sum, amounting to many
thousands of pounds, for the furtherance of the various institutions
with which the said preacher was identified. But what particularly
struck us in the matter was, that there was no evidence of a vital
change in the person thus interested. Hence, it would prove how all
persons, as well as all events, are under divine control. The Lord fed
the Prophet of old by ravens j He can do the same again, if it sa
pleaseth Him.
THE EDITOR.

!ttiri:£ius antl

~lati!ts

.of

~.o.ohs.

Golden T1'Uths and Grace T1'inmphs. By GEORGE COWELL, Author ot
"Wayside Notes," &c, To be had of the Author, Shobnall Grange,
Burton-on-Trent j or of Messrs. ColIingridge, City Press, 148 and 149,
Aldersgate Street, London, E.C.
AT,THOUGH the work before us has, from time to time, appeared in
these pages, we have, notwithstanding, realized a freshness, and a sweet.
ness, and a power in the reperusal as though they had only just come
from the pen of the "Wayside Notes" Writer. It affords us real
heartfelt pleasure and unbounded satisfaction to contemplate the fact'
that our dear brother has not only so long and so uninterruptedly
contributed to these pages-even over a period spreading beyond forty
years-but that, by grace divine, he has been kept so "steadfast and
unmovable "-yea, c. always abounding in the work of the Lord";
and we may unhesitatingly add, that we "know his labour [has not been,
and shall not be] in vain in the Lord." Were we asked to account for
this steadfastness and unmovableness upon the part of our dear brother,
we should ascribe it, instrumentally, to the fact that he has been
the subject of t1'ial. He has been but little familiar with the "paths of'
ease," but personally most conversant, experimentally, with the couplet
so well known (because so deeply felt) by far the great majority or
the children of God" Finds every day new straits ~ttend,
And wonders where the scene will end."

Touching upon this fact, well do we remember our brother, many years
ago, commenting so forcibly upon the portion, "Be Thou their arm
every morning." He knew, and the Lord causes all His children, more
or less, to know, their need day by day of that Almighty Arm to sustain
-defend-deliver! For some cause or other, they have abundant reason
to look up to Him morning by morning, and day by day, for wisdom,
grace, and strength to encounter and grapple with the various trying
circumstances that present themselves in their pilgrim course. The
more familiar with the world, and the better acquainted with and
dependent upon a business career, the greater the felt need of' that
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.wisdom, grace, and strength from on high which the Lord alone can
·bestow. How often are we struck-yea, most admiringly and adoringly
impressed-in considering the marvellous as well as the diversified
way in which the Lord ministers to the ceaseless requirements of His
r,hildren, in all their varied positions and numberless callings in the
journey of life. Whatever their state-however great or manifold their
wants--be they of a more public or a less conspicuous character, still,
nevertheless, there is the supply-little or great-for the one or for
the many. Oh, how true that word, "The eyes of the Lord run to and
fro the ear~h, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose hearts
are perfect towards Him." And it is, moreover, such a gratf\ful contemplation that the Lord does thus so continuously and uninterruptedly minister to the necessities of His people. In spite of their
so oft inquiry-" How shall I stand the trying day ~" still, when it
.comes, with it is vouchsafed the needed strength, support, succour,
.so that He does to the utmost possible extent-to the very letterverify His word and fulfil His promise, "As thy days so shall thy
strength be."
Now, in the pages before us, all these precious Gospel verities are
.so clearly and Scripturally brought out as at once to glorify the
adorable Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and bring the richest
.encouragement and consolation to the Lord's poor and needy ones.
These" Golden Truths and Grace Triumphs" will, we are sure, minister
to the glory of the Master, and to the good of His dear people, when
their author is basking in the fulness and blessedness of His unveiled
glory.
Fifteenth Annual Report of the Gospel Book Mission to the A1'myancl Navy,
ending September 30th, 1888. Salisbury: Mrs. Charles Brider, Old.
Gaol Chapel.
WE hail with pleasure this Report. Many and most grateful are the
letters it contains, testifying of the great good effected by this Mission
in far-distant lands, as well as nearer home. As we have stated elsewhere
·jn our present Number, the character of the times in which we live calls
for such efforts as are put forth by this Mission, if resistance against
the fearful spread of infidelity, and all that is destructive to both the
.souls and bodies of men, is to be made. As many of our readers are
.aware, the subject of the pernicious and poisonous literature that is
now so rife, and having such a fearfully evil influence upon society at
large, has been made the subject of inquiry and debate in the House of
Commons, as well as specially commented upon by some of the most
leading men of the day. Recent facts have forcibly reminded us of the
statement made, a few years since, by the late and justly-lamet~ted Earl
of SHAFTESBURY, namely, that, unless the Lord Himself' were pleased
to interpose, in some ten years, London would be got beyond control.
Have not the recent awful murders confirmed this statement ~ Results,
in regard to the undiscovered assassins who have revelled in their
13atanic work in the courts and alleys of the Metropolis, r,end in no
13mall degree to ratify the opinion thus expressed by the departed
philanthropist. If, a short time before his death, upon one of i1is visits
Co the East End of London, he literally sat down and wept over the
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,scenes of poverty and vice he then and there witnessed, what would he
say to the awful murders which have of late been committed, and the
perpetrators of which still remain at large, all the combined efforts of
the greatly-augmented police force having failed to discover them 1
A young friend of ours-himself the son of a clergyman of long
standing-has, within the last year or so, been ordained to a parish in
the East of London. His venerable father tells us that, with scarcely
an exception, ne respectable person dares venture down that locality;
unless he is prepared to encounter thieves and be otherwise molested.
His rector and himself are among the exceptions to this all-but-universal
rule. Hence the police are almost powerless in overtaking the evil.
We gladly, therefore, turn from the contemplation of these lamentable
scenes to the consideration of the blessing attendant upon the labours
of the "Brider Mission." In the Report before us, we read with
thankfulness of heart the following:DR. DOUDNEY'S PRINTING NURSERv.-During the past year we have received
a large number of the Booklet Packets, 1,525 Walks and Talks with Jesus
(this book is well received everywhere, and the demand for more continues
to reach us from all quarters), 575 Looks To and Fl'om Jesus (the print being
large, and the title so familiar to every red coat and blue jacket, it is
admirably adapted for circulation among the sick in hospital), 150 Sympathy,
150 Hal't's Hyntns, 50 Something Secret, 50 Hapl.'y Sunclays at WoodlanlZ
Vc!,le; also, a number of NalTati'ves of Facts.

Among other references to the above works contained in the various
letters published in the Report, we meet with the following, from an
old sailor:DEAR MRS. BRIDEn,-I am very thankful to you for the parcels of book-,
and the monthly paper Home, you have been pleased to send me. Two Wa7,l;s
cmd Tallcs with Jesus I have given to two sick men. They have been a
great blessing to many. All to whom I have given them have spoken ()f
them very highly. When I give these and other books and tracts away, I
ask God to bless them. I trust, dear friend, that God will enable you to
carry on this good work for years.

Again, "A Lay Helper" writes:I must tell you I always look on the Walks and Talks with Jestcs as the
blessed message, as so many men ask for it, and like to read it, and My.
CC 1& has brought many to look to the Saviour.
Blessed be His holy name! "

Dear readers, with such facts brought before us as the foregoing,
can you wonder at our anxiety to do what we can in this great an 1
good work 1 Laid aside from the public ministration of the Word for
so many months as we have been, we are naturally the more desirous
of doing what we can in the dissemination of truth in the only way
-that is, through the press-which is still mercifully vouchsafed to
us. It is the one medium left us. May God, of His great mercy,
condescend to give us wisdom and strength rightly and ardently to
exercise this talent, during the little span of time left to us, S)
that, when we are gone-and that must indeed soon be-our present
labours (imperfect as they are) may prove to be not in vain in the
Lord.' When we are dead, lliay they "thus speak." Amen and amen.
We cannot but add our hearty wish and prayer that Mrs. BRIDER,
in her widowed circumstances, may be- sustained and comforted in her
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arduous and self-denying labour of love. May she specially realiz9 the
fact that our God is in very deed a "Father to the fatherless, and, a
Judge of the widow," in these truth-despising days. May she thus
stand out as a witness for Him!

NOl"a1'd of the Dog,qel'. The Story of the Initiation, Struggles, and
Successes of the Mission to Deep Sea Fishermen. Dedicated by
special permission to Her Majesty. By E. J. MATHER. London:
Office of the Deep Sea Fisheries.
IT is exceedingly grateful to us to contemplate the onward and success·ful progress of Mr. MATHER, as the originator and director of the
" North Sea Mission."
That a new edition of his work is thus early
needed cannot be a matter of surprise to those who are familiar with
its contents. It is fraught throughout with matter of deepest interest,
a very special feature of which is, the recognition and acknowledgment
of the Most High, as the Hearer and Answerer of prayer-a fact by
far too little admitted in these days. Instrumentally, however, we
ascribe the progress and prosperity of this great and good work to the
recognition and acknowledgment of which we speak. The Almighty
says, "Him that honoureth Me I will honour, whilst he that despiseth
Me shall be lightly esteemed." Now, throughout his arduous and most
self-denying labours, Mr. MATHER has acknowledged, and does acknowledge, the good and gracious hand of the Most High. Hence -the divine
approval is stamped upon his labours.
The HampshiTe Post, in a recent issue, thus speaks of this noble
enterprise :THE DEEP SEA FISHERMEN OF THE GERMAN OCEAN'.
In his" Nor'ard of the Dogger," recently iesuEtd, Mr. E. J. MATHER gives
a graphic account of the work-religious and philanthropic-among the deep
sea fishermen of the German Ocean. Though numbering over twelve thousand
and supplying the markets with nearly four hundred thousand tons of fish
every year, these men-until Mr. MAl'HER was the means, only some seven
years ago, of establishing a Mission among them-appear to have been lament.
ably neglected. Mr, MATHER is not content with taking the Gospel to them,
though what is effected by the humanizing influences of that alone is often
astonishing. Serious accidents are, from the perilous character of the work,
very common; and the injured, three hundred miles from surgical aid, have
often been compelled to lie in their misery and pai14 till they could be
brought back to the Thames. Last year 3,900 sick and injured seamen were
treated. One purpose of this Mission is, therefore, to provide the fishermen
with the floating- surgeries. At present medical mission vessels are with eight
of the fishing fleets; and this branch of the agency is 10 be extended, the
Queen Vict01'ia, the pioneer hospital ship, being under preparation, at a cost
of £3,500. The men are also supplied with appropriate mufliers, mittens, &c.,
in which to face the rigours of a North Sea winter.
.To "Nor'ard of the Dogger" we may again refer, for an hour or twO'&
dIp into the book furnished us with some interesting and curious details of
the fishermen's occupation, and of Mr. MATHER'S noble work among them.

Old Jonathan; 01', The DistTict and Pm'ish Helpe1'. London; W. H. and
L. Collingridge, 148 and 149, Aldersgate Street, E.C.
IT is most gratifying to us to see another volume of this work; and, if
we mistake not, the style in which it is produced will be regarded by
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its many readers as by no means inferior to its predecessors. Among the
numberless sorials that aro published, this takes a special line. Its object
is, to bring personal observation and experience, or plain matter of fact,
to bear up:m overy-day life, so that the young, the middle-aged, the old,
may be prompted and stimulated, in their several spheres, as they
journey onward upon" the race that is set before us," very specially
to give heed to the counsels and cautions given in the'divine Word, so
that thus they may realize the gracious promise, "Whoso is wise, and will
observe these things, even they shall understand the loving-kindness of
the Lord." "Ve venture to quote, as follows, the Preface of our ne w
Volume :In presenting another Volume, the Editor begs to offer his warmest
thanks for the hearty reception on the part of his readers of his prolonged
labours. This work has now been in existence for well-nigh three-andthirty years-by no means all inconsiderable period. This will appear the
more marked when the number and variety of publications are taken into
consideration.
With the increased facilities offered by the press, it is questionable if the
past will bear any adequate comparison with the present, in regard to the
amount of material for reading which characterizes our own times. To the
thoughtful and observant, however, the works now so much in request, and
which are furnished at the cheapest rate, and in an almost endless variety,
Are of the most frivolous and lightsome character. They foster in the young
and inexperienced a tone of mind ill-adapted to strengthen and fortify for
·the stern realities of life. Such works lead to a visionary conception of
men and things, the which will prove worthless when brought in contact
with the real and practical.
To counteract this so prevailing tone of the present age, by lessons drawn
from daily life, as presented by plain matters of fact, is the design of this
work. What has been "tasted, and handled, and felt," in life's little
journey, by an old traveller-what, moreover, has been gleaned from careful
.observation, as well as by personal test and proof-are turned to account
in a way of loving counsel, kindly caution, or gentle remonstrance, as the
case may require. Upon the principle that "a burnt child dreads the fire,"
.such counsel, caution, or remonstrance is tendered with the hope that the
readers may take warning, and thus be profited by the lessons which others
have had to learn by, it may be, the most painful and even bitter experience.
In a word, to sum up in briefest terms the object of this work, it is to
prove, both by prllcept and example, that whilst, 0n the one hand, "there
is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof is death," on
the other hand, "Wisdom's ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her
paths are peace."
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