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Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
.
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

THE CLOSING YEAR.
" Thy sun shall no more go down; neither shall thy moon withdTaW itself: for the Lord shall be thine everla.st-ing light, and tlw
days of thy mourning shall be ended."-IsAIAH Ix. 20.

.....

DEAR READERs,-The above is a precious and a suitable Scripture with which to close our "Family Portion" for the year.
May the Holy Ghost be pleased so to shine upon it that both
writer and readers may be edified and comforted.
The chapter opens. beloved, very sweetly-" Arise, shine; for
thy light is come, and the glory of the L:>rd is risen upon thee."
Now, the very language bespeaks a condition both of darkness
and desolation. Indeed, this is clearly expressed in what immediately follows. Hence we read, "For, behold. the darkness shall
Dover the earth, and gross darkness the people." Mark the language-" darkness," and "gross darkness." The latter bespeaks
perverseness-yea, a determined hostility and rebellion.
Reader, can aught more clearly represent the condition of
Christendom at the present juncture? Notwithstanding all that is
disclosed in the page of hiotory, and in spite of so much that in so
many ways confirms the real nature and practices of Antichrist,
how deaf and how blind are the general professors of the day to
what is our real position as a Church and nation! In spite of
Romanism, as seen in its daily operations in Popish countries; in
spite of the disclosures in the trials, of late years, in Ireland; in
spite of the united testimonies of those so long under the grip and
tyrannizing power of Rome. as given far and wide, for example,
by Pastor OHI1\'IQUY and Mrs. AUFFRAY (the "Escaped Nun ") ;
in spite, moreover, of the avowed purpose and design of the pervert
Dr. MANKI:I'G, who, addressing a meeting of Romish bishops, lilaid,
"It is yours to subjugate and to subdue, to bend and to break,
the will of an imperial race. England is the head of Protestantism, the centre of its movements, and the stronghold of
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its powers. Weakened in England, it is paralyzed everywhere;
conquered in England, it is conquered throughout the world"
.-in spite. of these various encroachments, and the rapid spread
of Ritualism Ca merely disguised Romanism) on every hand, still
there is an apathy-an indifference-a recklessness-upon the part
of the people, that bespeaks a judicial blindness. Yea, more, their
condition forcibly reminds one of that solemn statement, "The
prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means;
and My people love to have it so" (Jer. v. 31). "Speak unto
us smooth things; prophesy deceits," is the order of the day.
Notwithstanding, however, this lamentable state of things, there
is a" but"-a blessed" but"-that introduces a great and a glorious
exception. Hence we read, in immediate contrast with the aforenamed condition of darkness, "but the Lord shall arise upon thee,
and His glory sball be seen upon thee."
Now, do observe, dear reader, the Source, the Spring, the
Fountain of this mighty change and extreme blessedness. It is the
Lord-yea, the Lord Himself! He is the light as well as the
LIFE of His people.
It is worse than Egyptian darkness apart
from Him. Hence the blindness-the absolute creature· heathenism
-without Him. "Eyes men have by nature, but they see not;
ears, but they hear not; feet, but they walk not." It is all darkness and death, whatever the pretension of the natural heart, unless
Christ, "the Resurrection and the Life," has ari~en upon the previously dark and dead soul, dispelling the darkness and infusing life
divine where death previously had absolute and entire dominion.
" Ye were once darkness," says the Apostle, "but now ye are light
in the Lord."
Oh. the inestimable boon-oh, the indescribable blessedness-of
this light and life, as communicated to those who were previously
not only in darkness and death, but" afar off by wicked works"!
Alas! alas! how the dear children of God, as a rule, fail to see
this! In treating of darkness or death-that of which they feel
themselves to be so much the subjects-they do not discriminate
between heathenish darkness and death, and that of which they
are now the subjects. In their former condition they neither felt
nor cared about it. The dead neither see nor feel. Mark that
Scripture, dear, doubting, fearing one-" ThE'Y that sit in darkness
and in the shadow of death." Observe, it is " the shadow of death,"
not death itself; and there is all the difference between the shadow
and. the substance.
Now, they that are dead-absolutely dead-do not sit; they lie.
Where we see anyone in a sitting posture, we take for granted they
are alive! We have not a thought to the contrary. We might
have doubts about it if they were in a recumbent position. Again,
"being bound in affliction and iron." This again implies LIFE. A
corpse has no feeling of its grave-clothes. Until the Lord of
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life aIld glory had told Lazarus to "come forth," he had no
knowledge of how his poor lifeless body was clad, nor was he
aware that his face was bound about with a napkin. Upon
the same principle, it is the life that prompts to the feeling of
being "bound in affliction and iron." The very wording implies
the strength of the bonds and the nature of the captivity. Now,
did the dear people of God-the truly quickened and spiritually
alive-realize their real position, they would see that the very
things which cause them so much anxiety, and awaken within
them so many fears, afford ground for hope and satisfaction, rather
than otherwise, inasmuch as it bespeaks a totally changed state
of things to that in which they formerly were. Before the Lor.d
called them by His grace, and quickened them by the Holy Ghost,
they had no such feelings nor fears as those of which they are
now the subjects. "If any man be in Christ," says the Apostle,
"he is a new creature; old things are passed away; and, behold,
all things are become new." Hence they now walk. in a newness
of life, and that life is evidenced by a sight and sense of things
to which, before it was imparted, they were utter strangers.
It is to these-these who" walk in darkness, and have no light"
(or bright shining)-that the words before quoted apply-" Arise,
shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen
upon thee."
.
Dear reader, there is one thought which we would specially press
upon you in regard to this· language, and which we meet with
again and again throughout the chapter. It is, the oneness-the
identity-the blessed bond of brotherhood-that it embraces. The
"thee," the" thy," and the" thou," as adopted in this chapter, is so
comprehensive. It takes in the one entire" household of faith "those of whom the Apostle speaks in his Epistle to the Ephesians.
where he says, "of whom the whole family in heaven and earth
is named." Oh, there is something so precious-so unutterably
blessed-in this testimony! It almost invariably has with us a
certain uplifting, soul-comforting effect. Whatever our state, it
does, in measure and degree, rouse and revive us, and that becaus~
it is so full-so comprehensive-so blessed! "The whole family! "
Whatever their age-however diversified in stature or appearance-varied as m'ty be their tempers or dispositions, still it is
"the whole family." It is the one name, and whether on earth
or in heaven! One! one! one! Begotten by the same Head!
Born with the same image! Of the same blood! All traversing,
sooner or later, the same wilderness; guided by the same gracious
Leader; upheld by the same Hand; journeying to the same
home; heirs to the same inheritance; and destined to dwell
together in the same eternal bliss!
With respect to those" in heaven" of whom the Apostle speaks,
how cheering is the thought that3
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"Once they were mOillning here below,
And wet their couch with tears j
They wrestled hard, as we do now,
With sins, and doubts, and fears.
"I asked them whence their victory came;
They, with united breath,
Ascnbed their conquest to the Lamb,
Then' triumph to His death."

Oh, the satisfaction and the blessedness of the resemblance-the
family features-the corresponding habit, taste, and interest-that
characterize the one family! East and west, north and south, it
is one! one! one! One in thought, wish, pursuit, and prospect.
One hope! one aim! one Refuge! "One Lord, one faith, one
baptism. One God and Father of all, who is rich unto all that
call upon Him."
"In heaven"! It is a precious consideration that, go where
you may, and meet with whomsoever you will, if of the one
family, there is speedily a recognition-a oneness of heart-a
ready grasp of truth-a mutual understanding of the leading,
teaching, and guidance. There is what we have been wont to call
a "spiritual freemasonry," by which the members of the "household of faith" are enabled to discover the relationship, and, as a
blessed consequence, have "fellowship in the Spirit." Yes, such
know what it is to have" fellowship one with another," and to
rejoice in the fact that" the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from
all sin."
But there is another distinguishing mercy that proceeds from
this endearing relationship. It is what arises from the fact that
the family on earth and in heaven are one in heart and object.
Severed they may be, for a time, inasmuch as
"Some have passed the flood,
And others are passing now."

Still the relationship is one-the identity and interest is the same.
They are one in heart, purpose, and desire. By their personal
interest in the same love, blood, and salvation, those on pilgrimage
can say" We are travelling home to God
By the way our fathers trod;
They are happy now, and we
Soon their happiness shall see."

Believing reader, in regard to the spiritual relationship of which
we have spoken, have you not often been struck with its distinctive and altogether supernatural character? You have, it may
be, been travelling by rail, or upon the sea, or probably you have
been engaged in some matter of business, and seemingly by mere
accident, or so-called chance, a remark has been made, or a simple
word dropped, the which has led to the opening up of a train of
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circumstances and a line of teaching that has resulted in a knitting
of heart' to heart and soul to soul. Possibly you never met the
party again, and it may be that many years have passed since
that meeting, but its savour has never been erased, nor its power
forgotten. Ah! that was the recognition of a sacred brotherhood,
and it had sweetly to do with that "secret of the Lord which
is with them that fear Him, and to whom He will show His
covenant."
Many years_ago-some forty-five or so-when about to pay a
short visit to Brussels, and where we were hospitably entertained
by our now dear aged friend, aud former frequent correspondent,
the Rev. W. P. TIDDY, we had a great desire, in visiting the
Continent, to meet with some one whose language we might not
understand, but with whom we could recognize such a spiritual
relationship as to cause us to feel a union and fellowship in the
Lord. It pleased God that we should speak in our dear friend
and brother's drawing-room at his house in Brussels. After the
service, alluding to one he well knew, he said that, although she
could not speak English, nar we French, still she had understood
enough, by means of the sacred Word quoted, to cause her to feel
sweet union and fellowship with us in the Lord, so that we were
permitted to experience that which· we had so greatly desired.
We once heard a Welsh minister preach in the Baptist Chapel,
Southampton-some sixty years ago-who, at the commencement
of his sermon, said that, although he might find difficulty in
making himself understood, still, if the Lord the Spirit were
present, there would be a union of heart and a fellowship of
feeling. We thought, at the time, how true it was.
.
And have you not, dear reader, known what it was to realize
a measure of this, even though not a word had passed between
you and the person to whom your whole soul was drawn out for
the time being ? We have known such seasons, blessed be God,
and they have been very precious, too.
At Gower Street Chapel, London, on one occasion, our eye fell
upon one whose countenance bespoke deep exercise of soul. He
listened to the Word with special attention. His whole soul
seemed absorbed in the service. vVe felt much for him, and the
heart went fortIi on his behalf, that the Lord would sustain and
bless, be he who he may, and let his position or circumstance,:;
be whatever they might. N at long after, we saw the same individual driving a cab! Hence we felt how trying his position,
and that he did indeed stand in need of that grace, in the pro-elamation of which he had taken so deep an interest.
But there is another identity-and an unspeakably blessed one
too-in addition to that already named. It is that of which Jesus
spoke, in His memorable prayer to His Father, as contained in
John xvii.-il All Mine are 'rhine, and Thine are Mine; and I am
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glorified In them." "That they all may be one; as Thou,
Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be one in
Us: that the world may believe that Thou hast sent Me. I in
them, and Thou in Me, that they may be made perfect in one;
and that the world may know that Thou hast seut Me, and hast
loved them, as Thou hast loved Me" (vel'. 21, 23). Again,
"We are members of His body, and of His flesh, and of His
bones." Then mark the precious results of this blessed identity
and inestimable oneness-I< But now are they many members, yet
but one body. }\nd the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no
need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of
you. Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem
to be more feeble, are necessary" (1 001'. xii. 20-22).
Dear readers, there is a remarkable comparison, or contrast (if
you please), in the verse preceding with that at the head of this
article. In the former we read, "The sun shall be no more thy
light by day; neither for brightness shall the moon give light
unto thee: but the Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting light,
and thy God thy glory" (Isa. Ix. 19). Now mark, it reads, "the
sun" and" the moon"; but in the next verse it reads, " thy sun"
and" thy moon." What, then, are we to understand by this but a
property in-a possession of? Ah! what a difference there iswhat a mighty distinction-in a true spiritual point of view,
between the "the" and the "thy "-" the sun" and "thy sun"
-" the moon" and "thy moon."
.
Reader, do you observe the vast--the all-important--difference?
How momentous the distinction between "the Lord" and "my
Lord"! "The Lord is my Shepherd" j and, as a precious, soulconsoling, heart-cheering consequence, "I shall not want." And
what a chain of mercies follows the claim, in sweet and blessed
assurance! "I will say, They are My people; and they shall say,
The Lord is my God."
But again, mark another contrast-and oh, how vast I-in the
nineteenth verse. Here we have the light of the natural sun and the
brightness of the moon set over against the Lord Himself being
the" everlasting light, and thy God thy glory." Here we have the
" thy" again. How blessed, reader, the response-" Whom have I
in heaven but Thee? and there is none upon earth I desire beside
[or, in comparison with] Thee. My flesh and my heart faileth, but
.God is the strength of my heart, and my portion for ever."
Reader, can you adopt this response? Have you had those close
dealings with the Lord-or rather, has the Lord had such with
you-as to bring you to this blessed position-this most enviable of ull claims?
"Thy sun shall no more go down; neither shall thy moon
withdraw itself: for the Lord shall be thine everlasting light,
and the days of thy mourning shall be ended."
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Here we have both a type and a contrast, or comparison, the
sun and the moon ever taking the preoedence even of' the starry
heavens; and inasmuch as all the light and glory of the natural
world depends upon these great luminaries-" the greater light to
rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night "-the Lord
has been pleased to use· these two highest, noblest, and most
glorious figures in nature to set forth what are the high and
exalted blessings and privileges in grace. These types and
representations are intended to represent what the dignity, the
pow"r, the vastly superior and superabounding influence over all
other means or considerations, of what the believer possesses in
and from the God of all grace, and the Bestower of covenant
love and mercy.
Take, for example, that precious statement by the Prophet
Malachi-" But unto you that fear My name shall the Sun of
Righteousness arise with healing in His wings; and ye shall go
forth, and grow up as calves of the stall" (chap. iv. 2). Now, what a
sweet and cheering consideration is this! It implies a state of disease,
as well as darkness, in which the soul is enveloped, previous to
the rising upon it of the Sun of Righteousness. And is not this
the case in regard to every poor sinner, until the Lord the Spirit
in very deed says, "Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the
glory of the Lord is risen upon thee"? Oh, .how vast the
change-how mighty the distinction-although but imperfectly
set forth by the rising of the natural .sun upon the material
world!
There is, however, another thought with respect to the rising
of the natural sun that may well cheer and encourage the poor,
anxious, and newly-awakened sinner. When the sun arises, it
reveals, it may be, most repulsive and objectionable objects, or
dangers most critical, of the existence of which there had been no
previous conception. So with the newly-enlightened soul, under
the rays of the Sun of Righteousness, there is a discovery of sin
and corruption of which there had before been no knowledge or
even suspicion. Hence the discovery proves the visitation of the
Sun of Righteousness, for previously there was the darkness and
gloom of blindness and: ignorance, but not known to exist.
Hence there are real grounds for gratitude and satisfaction.
Moreover, as in the case of the natural sun revealing objects and
dangers which, as a result, beget caution and wariness, so like.wise such is the case, in a spiritual point of view, with respect
to the rising upon the previously benighted soul of the Sun of
Righteousness.
Again, in regard to the rising of the natural sun, at its first
dawn or appearance there is the very gradual development of
light, but no u'armth. That follows, but only by degrees. So i~
it with the Sun of Righteousness. A'U first there is no genial
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warmth-no comfort-no satisfaction-no love-but only such
discoveries as that which causes anxiety, concern, distress; but~
blessed be God, the warmth, the healing, the peace, the comfort,
the love, sooner or later follows. Of this there is not the shadow
of a d.oubt.
Hence, therefore, as before indicated, instead of a poor sinner,
thus brought to see and feel what before he was an utter· strangEir
to, writing bitter things against himself, and saying, as J acob
did, "All these things are against me," whilst, at the same
time, all was in his favour, so these discoveries (attended, as they
may be for the time being, with anxiety, distress, anguish unutterable) will most assuredly issue in a blessed and soul-satisfying
discovery of the suitability, the freeness, the fulness of that rescue,
that deliverance, that salvation, which is to be found in Christ, and
in Christ alone. By degrees, under the same light and life of which
they have been made the partakers, they will be led by the Holy
Ghost to a glorious realization of the fact that "He is made of
God unto them wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption "-yea, their "All and in all." They shall be brought to
experience and enjoy the divine relation in which they stand to
the Sun of Righteousness, namely, "And this is the name
wherewith size shall be called, J ehovah-Tsid.kenu, The Lord our
Righteousness."
But to return. The figures and illustrations of which the Holy
Ghost has been pleased to make use, even these great gifts, the suu
and the moon-these vast agents and contributors of so much that
is essential to the peace, the prosperity, and the pleasure of the
natural world-even these have their periodical withdrawals and their
occasional eclipses. During a very large proportion of time, neither
the one nor the other is to be seen. How like, therefore, is this
to the experience of the children of God! They are not always
in the sunshine-far from it. Neither do they perpetually and
uninterruptedly enjoy the light of the moon-far from it. On
the contrary, they find, to their painful-but, nevertheless, their
profitable-experience, that "the days of darkness are many."
They know-painfully know-in a Gospel sense, what Paul speaks
of, in regard to his eventful voyage-" And when neither sun nor
stars in many days appeared, and no small tempest lay on us, all
hope that we should be saved was then taken away" (Acts xxvii. 20).
This is easily read, written, or spoken; but what is involved in
it must be felt in order to be understood. Moreover, as already implied, the darkness and the desolation are the more marked. and the
more deeply felt, because of the previous light, with its attendant
pleasure, enjoyment, and satisfaction. There is the mourning now
after the loss of what was neither known nor felt before. HART
throws light upon this feature in the believer's experience, where
he says-
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"How strange is the course that a Christian must steer t
How perplexed is the path he must tread!
The hope of his happiness rises from fear,
And his life he receives from the dead.

.

"His fairest pretensions must wholly be waived,
And his best resolutions be crossed;
Nor can he expect to be perfectly saved
Till he finds himself utterly lost.
"When all this is done, and his heart is assured
Of the total remission of sins;
When his panlon is signed, and his peace is lHOCltred,
From that 1n01nfnt his conflict begins."

Ah! dear anxious and troubled one-yea, with your numberless
doubts and fears, exclaiming, in regard to your uncertain, unsatisfactory state, as one of old did, upon another questionable matter,
"If it be so, why am I thu,,? "-if indeed these fears and
this disquietude were wanting, there would be, with that lack,
great reason to doubt the genuineness of the work of grace in
your heart, because wherever and whenever it is bestowed, it
must be tried, and that by no means by a trifling process. Be
it yours never to overlook the statement by the Apostle Peter;
and if any man ever knew what the trial of faith was, it
was the Apostle Peter. But what does he say upon the subject?
"If need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations:
that the trial of your faith" (mark the language, the trial C!f your
faith), "being much more precious than of gold that perisheth,
though it be tried with £.re, might be found unto praise and
honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Ohrist." Again, observe·
the statement of the Apostle Paul-" If ye be without chastisement
[in other words, without trial or exercise of some sort], whereof
all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons: for what
son is he whom the father chasteneth not?".
In keeping, therefore, with the absence of the clear shining
of the sun, or the withdrawal of the light of the moon, so the
believer is called to feel-and that deeply, too-the want of the
presence and power, as to realization, of the Sun of Righteousness.
By examining the sacred Word, it will be found how large a
proportion of it is takeu up with this state of things-counsel,
instruction, comfort brought to bear upon such condition. But
then, in the words of our text, we have a change-and that a
mighty and a glorious one, in this respect-" Thy sun shall no
more go down; neither shall thy moon withdraw itself." Oh, what
a change! What a remarkable-yea, what a blessed-distinction
from all that had previously been realized! No darkness-no
gloom-no absence of the light, the peace, the joy, that had
aforetime attended the clear light of the sun and the calm light
of the moon.
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But what are we to understand by "the moon"? Why, the
Church-ilOt this or that so-called Church, but the L01'd's people,
Jehovah's sons and daughters, wheresoever and whensoevllr gathered
together, in whatsoever nation, kindred, or people they are found.
The moon gathers her light from the sun. The one is a reflection of the other. So the Church gathers all her light and her
warmth and her love from the great and glorious Sun of Righteousness. She has not a particle of either the one or the other in
her own inherent right or power.
What, however, about the withdrawal of the moon? Well, if
we mistake not, there is some practical instruction here. The
blessed inshining of the Sun of Righteousness leads (so to speak)
to an intimacy and a familiarity with the moon. In other words,
the personal knowledge of Ohrist leads to an equally personal
knowledge of His dear people; but this knowledge or intimacy
is of a very variable and fluctuating character. If there be an
over-attachment, or a reposing upon the creature (however blessed of
God that creature may be), as an avowed jealous Being, He allows
a something to arise to embItter, or an absolute removal to occur,
so that there shall be an interruption to the communion, or a
po:sitive severance by death. Hence the language, "'Thy sun shall
no more go down; neither shall thy moon withdraw itself"
Ah! what hoarts have not bled-what souls not experienced
anguish-by either the strife or the severance? How few of the
Lord's own children but have been familiar, more or less, with
circumstances that have led to coolness, or the interruption or
cessation of that fellowship and communion which had been so
strengthening and refreshing! If not this, how few of the
Lord's family, if any, but what have mourned the calling away
by death of those once so endeared in the Lord!
Here, however, we are introduced to another of those contrasts or comparisons of which we before testified. Instead of
these, shall we say, creature ties? the which are so subject to
change or removal, we have the great and glorious fact declared,
"The Lord shall be thine everlasting light." What a distinction this! "The Lord-the Lord Himself-thine everlasting
light!" And do mark, dear reader, the Name, the great Name,
is in small capital characteri:', so that J ehovah is intended in
His Trinity of Persons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Oh, is
not this, in very deed, the less yielding to the Greater? Then, again,
the Lord is to be the" everlasting light" of His people, by which
we are to understand, not only that He always shines-that is,
without variation or interruption-but eternally! "The Lord thy
God shall be thine everla~hng light." Oh, what a field of thought
and precious reflection does this glorious fact open up! If, on
earth, and amid all the vicissitudes of the time-state, coupled with
the sinfulness, the corruption, the ingratitude, the. heartlessness
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and bac~slidings, both of lip and life, upon the part of His
people, it could be said, "I, the Lord, change not, therefore ye
sons of J acob are not consumed," and (' It is of the Lord's mercies
we are not consumed, because He changeth not," what shall
be said of that changelessness and immutability when He hath
gathered His Church home to Himself, and when that glorious
state of things shall be realized of which Jesus spoke by anticipation, when He said," Here am I, Father, and the children whom
Thou gavest Me"? As we reflect upon this wondrous state of
things, how well may we adopt the language of the Apostle,
"Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered
into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for
them that love Him."
We come now to our last point-It and the days of thy mourning
shall be ended." Now, in the first place, this bespeaks something definite-" the days of thy mourning." It implies appointment, design, purpose; and this, beloved, shines like a sunbeam
throughout the Scriptures. There is nought of chance or contingency in the believer's course through the wilderness, any more
than there is the shadow of peradventure or uncertainty in regard
to his condition in the world to come. All is wisely, mercifully,
and most lovingly appointed, although it is "through much tribulation" that the Lord's people" enter the kingdom of he'l.ven."
"Man is born to trouble as the sparks fly upward." Distinctly
did Jesus say, among His parting words to His disciples, "In the
world ye shall have tribulation; but be of good comfort; I have
overcome the world." And well has it been said, in regard to the
allotment of trial"If He appoints the number ten,
We ne'er shall have eleven."

Then, with respect to the mourning. There are various kinds, as
well as different degrees, of mourning. There is a mourning for
ourselves, and there is a mourning for others. There is, moreover,
a legal mourning and a Gospel mourning. and these differ as widely
as possible. The one is of the creature, the other of the Lord;
the one from fear, the other from love; the one from dread of
punishment, the other from distress on account of having sinned
against the Lord of life and glory. With respect to the latter
mourning, it is a God-bestowed gift. Hence there is no true
spiritual mourning out of Christ; therefore, we read that the
Lord Himself is appointed to cheer and comfort" the mourner 1:n
·Zion." He it is who is covenanted to "give the oil of joy for
monrning, and the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness."
Moreover, as inseparable from this gracious gift, we read by the
Prophet Zechariah, "I will pour upon the house of David, and
upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon Me whom they have pierced,
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and they shall mourn for Him, as one mourneth for his only son,
and shall be in bitterness for Him, as one that is in bitterness
for his first-born." In precious harmony with this declaration, we
read that Jesus is "exalted as a Prince and a Saviour, to give
repentance unto Israel, and forgiveness of sins." Hence ?'epentctnce
is as much the Lord's own gift as is forgiveness of sins; and here
it is that men in general make so grave a mistake. They think
that they must repent, and vainly imagine that they must, as it
were, bring this repentance in their hands as a condition of forgiveness, which is a mere substitute for works. This the Lord
will never countenance. It would be to share the glory and the
merits of salvation with the creature, the which He will never do.
He will be either a whole-an entire-Saviour, or no Saviour at
all. Moreover, poor sin-convinced, feelingly bankrupt, helpless,
and undone souls glorify the Lord J ehovah a thousand-fold mere
by betaking themselves to Him in that their seemingly helpless
and hopeless condition, beseeching, entreating, imploring Him to
have mercy, than to resort to a throne of grace with a vainlyfancied and equally deceptive supposition that their tears, their
repentance, their sorrow, were acceptable-not to say, regarded
as meritorious-by the Great Searcher of hearts and Trier of the
reins of the children of men. Nevertheless, this is the rotten
foundation upon which myriads in the present day are building
their hopes of salvation.
Once more. Our text, beloved, says, "The days of thy mOUTlling shall be ended." Ab! how shall we touch upon this? What
say upon so vast and inexhaustible a subject? " Ended. ended!"
"The days of thy mourning shall be ended"-come to a final
and complete close! No more dreary nights! No more toilsome
days! No aches nor pains; no fearing nor fretting.
" No rude alarms of raging foes;
No cares to break the long repose;
No cloudy sky, no setting sun,
But sacred, high, eternal noon."
"The days of thy mourning shall be ended."
"Then farewell; tempter, death, and sin;
My port's in view; I'll enter in."
THE
On Shipbom'cl1:n the Solent, October, 1889.

EDITO::.

THE Holy Ghost, inspiring the Apostles, did not destroy the idiosyncrasies of each. We find these showing themselves forth in both Epistles
and Gospels. There is the one common message, but various styles of
conveying it. We have something of the same kind-our special talents
and faculties-and when the Spirit of God breathes upon us, He develops
our powers and talents "according to their kind."
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THE HOUSE OF ELISHA AT DOTHAN; OR, THE WINNING
SIDE. '
"And Elisha's servant said ~mto him, Alas! my master, how shall we
do? And he answeTed, Fea1' not: for they that be with us are more than
they that be with them."-2 KINGS vi. 15, 16.
"Go," said the king of Syria to one of his servants, "and spy wheTe
the man of God is, that I may send and fetch him. And it was told
him, saying, Behold, he is in Dothan." In a far different spirit to the
king of Syria we would spy out the habitation of the man of God.
There must be things of deep interest and soul-profit in connection
therewith.
And how precious is the Word of the living God! What a perpetual freshness there is in it! Although for years it has been as a
treasured companion to us, yet, beloved, do we not again and again
light upon portions that we seem to know little about? It is so with
the Scripture narrative we are drawn to at this time. It is of a deeplyinteresting character. Let us look at it together, and may God the
Spirit bring out of it His own divine teaching, for nothing like the
Word of divine truth, sealed home upon our hearts, can cheer us amidst
multiplied cares and trials.
We may condense the narrative as follows.
"The sons of the
prophets said unto Elisha, Behold, now, the place where we dwell with
thee is too strait for us. Let us go, we pray thee, unto Jordan, and
take thence every man a beam, and let us make us a place there,
where we may dwell. And he answered, Go ye." They besought the
Prophet to go with them, which he did. Arriving at the spot sought,
they cut down wood. But as one was felling a beam, the axe-head fell
into the water. Distressed at his loss, which to him was an important
one, under the circumstances, he cried to Elisha, and said, "Alas!
master, for it was borrowed. And the man of God said, Where fell
it? And he showed him the place. And he cut down a stick, and
cast it in thither," and, contrary to all the laws of gravitation and
human calculation, but in accordance with omnipotent power, "the iTon
did swim. Therefore said he, Take it up to thee. And he put out
his hand, and took it."
But things can never long go on smoothly with the children of God.
It would not be well for them if they did. And so it was, that
«then the king of Syria warred against Israel, and took counsel with
his servants, saying, In such .and such a place shall be my camp";
and full of wrath and anger, he said unto them, "Will ye not show
me which of us is for the king of Israel? And one of his servants
said, None, my lord, 0 king: but Elisha, the Prophet that is in Israel,
telJeth the king of Israel the words that thou speakest in thy bedchamber. And he said, 00 and spy where he is, that I may send and
fetch him. And it was told him, saying, Behold, he is in Dothan."
Thither the king sent "horses, and chariots, and a great host: and
they came by night, and compassed the city about." The position was
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certainly one of apparent peril, .~or is it to be wondered at that, when
Elisha'& servant had risen early, and beheld all this host of horses, and
chariots, and men, he went to the man of God, and said unto him,
" Alas! my master, how shall we do?" But, calm in the security of
the divine sovereignty and love of his God, the man of God answered,
"Fear not: for they that be with us are more than they that be with
them." This seemed incredible, but it was nevertheless true, for El isha
prayed to the Lord that his servant's eyes might be opened. It was
answered. "The LOId opened the eyes of the young man; and he
saw, and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire
round about EJisha."
And now it was time for the Lord to interpose and work for His
own people and the man of God, which He did, as He always does, in
a marvellous and omnipotent way, and that, too, in answer to prayer,
for Elisha prayed that, when this vast host of enemies came down upon
them, the Lord would smite them with blindness; and He did so.
"He smote them with blindness, according to the word of Elisha."
This enabled the Prophet to decoy them, and lead them away to
Samaria. "And it came to pass, when they were come into Samaria,
that Elisha said, Lord, open the eyes of these men, that they may see.
And th~ Lord opened their eyes, and they saw; and, behold, they
were in the midst of Samaria. And the king of Israel said unto Elisha,
when he saw them, My father, shall I smite them? shall I smite
them? " But no. In the spirit of true Christianity, the man of God
forbane him to smite them, but requested that he would "set bread
and water before them, that they might eat and drink, and go to their
master."
We are satisfied, beloved, that in the foregoing there are some very
precious and experimental lessons for us. May the Lord the Spirit
open them out, and bid us go on in their strength and savour.
And notice with us, first, the wrath and deter1nination of the enemy.
The king of Syria was angry beyond measure that God's chosen people,
finding the place where they dwelt too strait for them, had come down
beside Jordan, as directed by the Lord, and in close proximity to the
king's dominions; and, with carnal boast, he determined to war against
them, and pitch his camp in their very midst. Ah! here we have the
old tale of man setting himself against God. But he will ever find it
hard to kick '1gainst the pricks of God's determination, and useless
work to fight against His chosen people. "No weapon that is formed
against them shall prosper, and every tongue that shall rise up against
them in judgment shall be condemned." The cry of the enemies of
God's people is, "I'll crush them." The assurance of the God of their
salvation is, "I'll conquer for them."
. How many instances of this we have in His VV ord! ,Ve remember
how we are told, in the early history of God's chosen people, of how
Pharaoh's determination was to stamp them out. But God was on their
side, and "the more they were afliicted, the more they grew." So
also in Jehoshaphat's time. The Ammonites and the Moabites, as
numerous as the grasshoppers of the field, determined to make an end
of them; but the Lord put "amhushments," and thoroughly routed
them, working an omnipotent deliverance on their behalf.
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The same also in New Testament times. For instance, Saul of Tarsus
was dete'rmined to put an end to "the sect everywhere spoken against,"
and was on his way to Damascus for the purpose; but the Lord interposed, brought him to the ground, manifested Himself to him in a
marvellous way, and then sent the once persecutor to preach the
Gospel he had opposed, and be the companion of those he had so
hated. And so it was that truth triumphed, and God's people greatly
increased.
And the same thing is going on in our day. We hear of ecclesiastics
who are determined to stamp Oalvinists out of their dioceses. Oan
they do it ~ No, not while God is on their side. "Let not mine
enemies triumph over me," was the cry of the Psalmist. Our response,
grounded upon the promises of God, is, No, they never will, for they
shall be "more than conquerors, through Him who hath loved them."
Beloved, all is well. 'Ve are on the winning side.
Another thing noticeable on the part of the enemy referred to in
our portion is, that he pitched his tent in the very mid~t of God's
neople-" In such and such a place shall be my camp." Very well; so
be it.
How particularly observable this movement is in the crafty machinations of Rome! In this our own land she attempted it years ago,
stealthily, but surely, and with marked success, disdaining the outcry
against her assumption at the time-working on till, in our day, we
see the Established Ohurch of our land well,nigh won over to her side.
And the same pitching of their camp in our very midst is observable
with regard to our great public schools. On a recent visit to Rugby, I
was struck with this point, in proof of onr assertion. There, at the
bottom of the school-grounds at Rugby, is a wall running the length of
the property. And what is on the other side of that wall ~ A Roman
Oatholic church and institution; while on the opposite side of the
road is a cricket-field and football ground, where the young men from
both schools meet and mingle.
Well, all these things are very painful to a 1cayside watcher, who is
jealous for the honour of Ohrist and His cause; and our only consola.tion is, that the Lord will prevail in spite of all, and that we, blessed
be His name, are on the winning side.
Let us proceed with the narrative which brings this out for our corn·
fort. Notice with us the ne1'Vous timidity of Elisha's se1'vant, 1bnder the
circumstances alluded to-" And his servant said unto him, Alas! my
master, how shall we do ~ " Similar language to that used on another
occasion of great peril-" neither know we what. to do "-adding a
precious acknowledgment, however-Cl but our eyes are upon Thee."
Oh, is not this our frequent position-so helpless-so utterly bewildered
through surro~nding circumstances-that we can do nothing but look to
the Lord ~ Precious looking! It will not be in vain. He is a Helper
of the helpless. vVe must acknowledge that we have proved Him to be
so in the past, and He is "the same yesterday, and to-day, and for
ever."
How significant to the point are those words-" I sought the Lord,
and He heard me; yea, He delivered me out of all my fear. They
had an eye unto Him, and were lightened, and their faces were not
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ashamed" (Septuagint). Yes, that is it, blessed be God-we "have an
eye unto' Him." It is uplifted to Him in our lowliness. It is kept
llDon Him. Whatever there is in the downward, there is yet the upward.
The body burdened, but the eye upon the Burden-Bearer.
Knowest thou, beloved, what such a secret uplifting of the eye to
God is 7 I am sure you do, and feel, with us, its comfort and consolation. However hedged up the earthly way, there is still the way
upward open to the throne of grace. "They had an eye unto Him,
and were lightened, and their faces were not ashamed."
But Elisha's servant's heart sank within him as he saw the host of
chariots and horses of the enemy. Ah! beloved, we know what it is to
have sinkings of heart when the opposition appears too much for us,
and the enemy too strong, And how, under such circumstances, we
forget the many past deliverances and mercies gained, and are all
absorbed in the fresh trial! What a paradox is the Ohristian! He is
constantly failing and falling, and yet, at the same time, falling experimentally into the arms of covenant love. Here he gets the upholding
he needs, and is safe in the Lord's keeping. "Deep calls unto deep"
in his experience, but each depth is tinged 'with the silvery crest of a
Father's ·love. Trials and difficulties will be our portion this side of the
grave, but each emergency drives to Jesus; and while we cry, "Alas!
Master, what shall we do 7" He knows, and we may depend upon it
will do the right and the best thing. True, with some of us it seems
as if family t1'oubles would never cease. As soon as one is over, another
has tu be passed through. But it is the same everywhere. We ha,e
but to compare notes with others, and a ta.le of suffering and sorrow
is drawn out from neighbour and friend which often outweighs our
own; and while the sigh often goes up, "My sufferings and sorrows
never seem to end," we must expect such to be the case this side of
the tomb, but v.ot the othe1', for "God there shall wipe away all tears,
and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither
shall there be any more pain, for the former things are passed away.
And He that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new."
Well, in the perilous position referred to in our narrative, with nervous timidity the servant of the man of God cried, " Alas! my master,
how shall we do 7" and the reply of the man of God is very precious
and comforting-" Fear not: for they that be with us are more than
they that be with them." "FeaT not I"
Then God's people have
"fears," or they would never be told qy God's servant to "Fear not!"
Yea, again and again in His Word does the Lord of Glory Himself
tell them to "Fear not! " promise after promise being enforced with
those words of reassuring tenderness.
We are told of some who have none-who are entirely delivered from
all doubts and fears. Personally I have not arrived at such a spot in
the pilgrim life, and do not believe I shall till I get within the gates
of the heavenly city. But certainly, those who profess to have attained
to such a position must pass over the promises of God, as not addressed to them. I cannot, and must confess that I find the greatest
comfort in the Lord's repeated" Fear not!" to one who has foes without
and fears within, and plenty of them too.
But what does the Prophet mean when, coupled with his "Fear
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not!" he tells his servant that "they that be with us are more than
they that "be with them" ~ for our Lord said Himself, concerning His
people, "Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to
give you the kingdom." And we know, from common observation,
that the Lord's living people are in the present day but a handful compared to the teeming multitude of professors and the vast world of the
unregenerate and ungodly. Ah! beloved, we have need. of the spiritual
sight which Elisha prayed for for his servant, rightly to realize the
truth of these things-" And Elisha prayed, and said, Lord, I pray
Thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the Lord opened .the eyes
of the young man, and he saw; and, behold, the mountain was full of
horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha."
We would not be "wise above that which is written," but does not
this scene, invisible to the world, but visible to the one given sight to
discern, bring out the fact that an unseen host of angelic beings are
ever around the children of God, doubtless preserving them from
Satanic power-yea, from" the devil and his angels," keeping them at
bay, and driving them back, so that no harm shall befall them ~ What
mean those words-" There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any
plague come nigh thy dwelling. For He shall give His angels charge
over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. They shall bear thee up in
their hands, lest thou dash thy f·)ot against a stone" ~ And again"To which of the angels said He at any time, Sit on My right hand,
until I make thine enemies thy footstool ~ Are they not all ministering
spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation ~ "
As if He would say, that is their position and mission-to minister to,
protect, and preserve His people. "He will keep the feet of His
saints." "The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that
fear the Lord, and delivereth them."
And it is worthy of notice that, in God's Word, angels are described
as communicating the will of God and Christ. It was so with J oseph, the
husband of Mary. "The angel of the Lord appeared unto Joseph in a
dream, saying, Arise, and take the young Child and His mother, and
fiee into Egypt." It was so with the Apostles also, when their enemies
laid hands upon them, and put them in the common prison. "The
angel of the Lord" by night opened the prison doors, and brought
them forth. It was an "angel of the Lord" also that spoke unto
Philip, and told him which way to go. And with regard to our dear
Lord Himself, we are told that they surrounded Him at His birth;
and during His earthly course of sorrow they ministered to His comfort. and He declared thl1t He could command legions of them to do
His will at His desire. And, at His resurrection, certain women made
the disciples of our Lord astonished, which were early at the sepulchre,
declaring that, while they found not the body of our Lord there, they
saw a vision of angels, who said that He was alive.
But this is a deep subject, beloved, and we would not, as we have
said, be "wise above that which ifJ written," nor dare to speculate upon
divine subjects. But we think that the fact will explain what Elisha
declared to his servant-" they that be with us are more than they
that be with them."
But, apart from this, one thing is certain, namely, that the powers
3 B
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which are on the side of God's people are stronger than all that oppose.
We have Omnipotency on our side, and none can overcome or prevail
against omnipotent power. When the Lord works for us, our enemies
shall ever be brought to confusion. See in what a mighty and sove·
reign way He effected this on the occasion before us. When the king
of Syria and his boastful host came down upon the children of Israel,
"Elisha prayed unto the J.Jord, and said, Smite this people, I pray Thee,
with blindness." And the Lord smote them with blindness, so the
Prophet was enabled to lead them, in their helplessness, far away from
where they had determined to encamp, even to Samaria.
What a striking contrast is here-one of divine sovereignty and purpose! Elisha's servant given sight to behold how strong the position
of the Lord's people was; God's enemies smitten with blindness, and
made as weak as water in the hands of God's chosen.
Oh, beloved, the same thing is going on now! The Lord will work
mightily for His people, and they shall see precious things, while their
opponents shall remain blind as bats. "Who hath made us to differ ~ "
What love, what mercy, what grace, is ever manifested in the Lord's
work for His redeemed!
And notice, beloved, the Prophet's Christian conduct to his enemies
-returning good for evil-the true spirit of Christianity. Smitten with
blindness, he had led them, in their helplessness, far from harm's way.
But now, when completely in the hands of God's people, the king of
Israel said unto Elisha, "My father, shall I smite them ~ shall I smite
them ~ " "No," said the Prophet, "thou shalt not smite them.
Wouldest thou smite those whom thou hast taken captive? Nay, set
bread and water before them, that they may eat and drink, and go to
their master." So, when great provision for them had been made, and
when they had eaten and drunk, he sent them away, and they went to
their master. Here, as we have said, was the manifestation of true
Christianity, and the carrying out of our Lord's admonition, "Love
your enemies, and do good to them who despitefully use you."
What a remarkable promise was that given by our God to His
favoured people! Although they were but poor, weak things, He de
elared, "Ye shall chase your enemies. Five of you shall chase an
hundred, and an hundred of you shall put ten thousand to flight: and
your enemies shall fall before you." It seems incredible, and can only
be understood in the light of the fact that God would give them supernatural strength. And does He not still put strength into us ~ Are
not His gifts and graces supernatural ~ Verily they are, and here rests
the secret of His blood-bought people being on the winning side.
And then the man of God, the Prophet Elisha, who had given such
wholesome counsel to his servant in his distress, what. a remarkable
man he was, as raised up by God to carry out His will! Mter the
spirit of Elijah had fa,1en upon him, we find him dividing the waters
of Jordan with Elijah's mantle, and bringing to destruction the children that mocked him. Further on, he supplied three armies with
water in a time of drought; he increased the widow's oil; raised the
widow's son; healed Naaman the leper, and put the leprosy on Gehazi;
and now, in the case we have dwelt on, made the iron axe to float,
and smote the Syrian army with blindness. With such a signal life,
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fraught with divine favour, we might well think, "What a bright and
glorious· end must this good man have had! What a precious testimony
he must have given on his dying bed of the mercy and goodness of
his God!" But was it so? No, indeed not. True, there was no retracting-no giving up a single principle of his most .holy faith. But,
like most of God's foremost servants, God has a wise purpose in causing
their end to be very simple, though very sure.* He puts His servants
to bed in the dark, and causes their sun to set behind a cloud, that
the Sun of Righteousness may have all the glory; and He deserves all.
But, in Elisha's case, if we may use the expression, his death was
exceedingly disappointing. We are told-" Now Elisha was fallen sick
of his sickness whereof he died." True, on his death-bed a king wept
upon his neck; but what is the last testimony given of him ~ Why, in
prophesying three victories over the Syrians, the man of God was wrath
with Joash, because he only smote the ground thrice, and not five or
six times. And then we are told, "and Elisha died." Only thinkanger on a death-bed! It seems striking and sad, especiaUy with such
a man of God as Elisha. Surely it tells the tale of what a poor
creature man is in himself, and how he needs keeping by the Lord to the
very brink of the grave. No glowing testimony at last, but positive anger!
But, on the other hand, how often we see what we may call a plain,
quiet Christian-one who has lived in the shade, yet having many]
many fears-when it comes to the end, they seem blessed with an enviable placidity, longing to be gone, and, as one known unto us said,
"I am only waiting for the Master. I would wish to wait His time;
but there is nothing here that makes me desire to live."
Well, beloved, we have thus in thought spied out the house of the
man of God at Dothan, and brought out, we trust, some precious points
for our mutual profit. We have noted how the place becoming too strait
for God's chosen people of old, they proceeded to the banks of Jordan,
and there, felling the trees ·to clear a place for themselves, a remarkable
thing occurred, which displayed at the onset God's omnipotency and
power on their behalf. Felling a beam, the axe-head fell into the
water, which, owing to the prayer of the man of God to his Maker,
contrary to all the laws of nature, came to the surface. " The iron did
swim." Full of wrath at the movements of God's people, the king of
Syria went down with a mighty host, and determined to encamp in
the midst of God's chosen people, and make an end of them. Thus
the fight was between God and His enemies, and for His chosen people.
Watch the sequel. Who shall prevail ~ Who shall be on the winning
side ~ Ah! there can be no doubt of this. Enemies shall ever be
silenced, and God's people, through His strength and deliverance, become
victorious. Then we have traced out the accomplishment of this-the
vaunting words of the enemy; the timidity of Elisha's servant at be·
holding the strength of their opponents; the reassuring words of the
man of God-" Fear not: t.hey that be with us are more than they
that be with them." Then we have seen the God-like way in whicll
success attended the movements of God's chosen, and the marvellous
"" Simple, but ~ul'e!" Ah! brother, that's a mercy. God, in IT erc:·, grant that
we may realizc His -presence and power in that solemn hour.-ED.
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way in which the Syrian host were struck with blindness, commenting
experimentally upon all these points, so applicable to the present experience of God's believing people, and explaining how it is that there
are more for them than can possibly be against them.
And now, in ccnclusion, we would say, Well, beloved, the course of
things is running on, and we have, through the goodness of our God,
survived another period of time, arriving at another mile-stone by the
way. We may call it "a closing time," which reminds me of a circumstance I have just witnessed. Hark! I hear a factory bell. It is
closing time. One thing I have often noticed, namely, that, as the time
approaches, the men get their "kit and can" all ready to be off to'
their homes. They lose not a moment to accomplish this agreeable
desire. Is there not a lesson for us here, with regard to the eternal
home 1 Are we ready in the only way we can be-resting upon the
finished work of a precious Christ 1 The close of life, like the close of
another year, is fast approaching; and, personally, I have often desired
to feel, as expressed by my ever-revered father on his dying couch,
"Here I am, my boy, packed up, and ready to be gone."
,Vell, we must leave, ere long, all that is earthly, however endearing.
What a mercy to be grasping that which is abiding and heavenly-that
fleeting years are but bringing us to the unfading joys of eternity!
Unsettling the things of time may be, but, blessed be God, we have a
fixed mark above. Storms rapidly follow one another here, but it will
be the perpetual sunshine of a Saviour's presence yonder. Blessed hope r
Bright prospect! And whatever more we have of conflict before the
home is reached, our motto, which I leave with yOIl, shall beBLESSED BE GOD, WE ARE ON THE
WINNING SIDE.

Bnrton-on-T1·ent.

G. C.

A PLEA.
" Hear my cry, 0 God " attend nnto my prayer. From the end of the
earth will I cry ttnto Thee, when my hem·t is overwhelmed: lead me to the
Rock that is highe1' than I."-PSALM: lxi. 1, 2.
LEAD me, Heavenly Father, lead me
Only with Thine arm uphold me;
By the waters calm and still;
Keep me by Thy miahty power;.
With the bread of heaven feed me ;
Gently may Thy love ~nfold me
Grant me, Lord, to do Thy will.
Every day and every hour.
Pardoning mercy, I beseech Thee,
Draw me nearer-close beside Thee,
And Thy peace do Thou bestow;
Safe from every hurtful snare;
May Thine Holy Spirit teach me
Lord, I pray that Thou wilt guide me,.
All the way in which I go.
And I may Thy mercy share.
At Thy footstool meekly learning
Then come danger, or come SOlTOW,
What Thou hast ordained for me;
Thou alone my shield shalt be;
By Thy Spirit's aid discerning
May I dread no dark to-morrow,
How to serve and follow Thee.
Resting simply, Lord, on Thee.
AUNT Lucy.

•
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DEW-DROPS.
For we lenow that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved,
we have a Duilding of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens."-2 CORINTHIANS v. l.
My thoughts have been guided to this precious passage in contemplating
the eternal rest, and keeping of a Sabbath, as the margin renders it, of
Qne whom I dearly loved in the Lord, the savour of whose blessed,
Gnassuming, yet evidential life will ever be cherished in my memory;
and in this little span of time allotted to us below, I would follow on
to know more of this divine secret which so illumined her life, and
graced her lips, to the praise and glory of that redeeming love which
had sought her out from the rubbish of the fall, and made her" a vessel
meet for the Master's use." ~
"For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were
dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands,
eternal in the heavens." Let us look at the pm'sons who know this
truth; what is the knowledge they have attained unto; and th('u their
possession, and expectation derived there from.
"lVe know." Now, we should ever be careful to follow our Lord's
teaching in applying the words of His truth. He was discriminating,
searching, and personal; and whilst, by a parable, He would speak unto
the multitude, " when He was alone, He expounded all things unto His
disciples." So with the Apostles. We should first search out to whom
the words of their Epistles were addressed, and we shall not be slow
in seeing that each of their letters, so full of spiritual truth, was
addressed to persons, be it individually or collectively, whom the truth
had made free. Thus, Paul will send his words of gentle warning to
"' all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints." He will
I'ejoice in the remembrance of the faith found in "all the saints in
Christ Jesus which are at Philippi." Likewise James may give his
-exhortations, but they are addressed to his "brethren" in the faith of
Jesus Christ. And John may send his general Epistle of love to the
Churches scattered abroad, but ever keeping in mind that Church
within a Church-those believing and faithful members of which Christ
Jesus is the Head. So that our Lord's words to His disciples are
'evidenced in the lives of everyone of His followers-" Blessed are the
-eyes which see the things that ye see; for I tell you, that many prophets
-and kings have desired to see those things which ye see, and have not
·seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard
them," because they were made known unto them by divine revelation,
for a God-given religion is a personal one. It becomes a personal
possession, and is a personal revelation. Faith soars above terrestrial
things, and claims the promise. "Mine eyes shall see, and not another."
"As for me, I shall behold His face in righteousness; I shall be satisc<

"

Mr~. BARLOW,

of Leicester, entered into rest on August 19th, 1889.

734

The Gospel Magazine.

fled, when I awake, with His likeness."
It would be but poor comfort for iou to be perfectly sure that your dearest friend were safe for
glory, and you "without God, and without hope in the world." God's
ambassadors might preach all day and night of His glorious Person, and
yet fail to attract, unless you see His glory and beauty for yourself.
And as useless is it for any preacher of the day to stand up and think
to do God service if they come not forth with a "Thus sai Lh the
Lord." "I have a message of God unto thee." The arrow sent from
the bow of covenant promise makes no mistakes. "My Word shaH
not return unto Me void; it shall accomplish the thing whereunto I
sent it."
So we see that this personal knowledge brings with it a store of
precious Gospel realities t~ its possessor. Faith grasps it, and exults in
the truth of it. " We know that all things work together for good to
them that love God, and are the called according to His purpose." There
is the acquiescence to the divine wilL "We know that, when He shaH
appear, we shall be like Him." There is a joyous anticipation. "We know
that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren."
There is a test of our standing.
But time and space will not permit us to enumerate passages bearing
upon this subject. The mercy is that you and I, beloved, know
these precious truths for ourselves, which keep us unmoved amidst
the changing scenes of this our mortal life, grasping the glorious
promise that, as surely as this earthly house of our frail tabernacle
must be dissolved, "we have a building of God, an house not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens." That is the knowledge attained
unto by His people.
Now, the Hebrew word for" tabernacle" means, a movable dwellingplace, and, under the Mosaical dispensation, was a figure of God dwelling in the midst of His Israel. "I will dwell in the midst of Israel for
ever." It was reared by Moses at the express command of J ehovah, and
every part has its spiritual signification. The framework, made of boards
of the shittim wood, overlaid with gold, teaches us the humanity of
Christ in the wood, covered with His Godhead in the gold. Follow
this train of thought that the Church of Christ, as "of His body, of
His flesh, and of His bones," is inseparable, does it not suggest to our
minds that wondrous mystery of the resurrection-" It is sown in
corruption; it is raised in incorruption: it is sown in dishonour; it is
raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power: it is
sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body" ~ Blessed knowledge, which brings to our hearts this most glorious ancl comforting
truth! Blessed hope, that anchors to such a reality amidst the perishable things of l'arth! Blessed faith, that soars beyond this body of sin
and death, and waits the redemption of the body, knowing that, when
the" earthly house of this tabernacle is dissolved, we have a building
of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens." This
is the saints' possession and expectation. " We have." You see, the
Apostle uses the present tense. Yes, the earnest of the inheritance is
ours already, and we are put in possession of an indestructible, undying, eternal inheritance. "In My Father's house are many mansions;
if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for
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you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and
receive you unto Myself: that where I am; there ye may be also."
Then it is already prepared. Christ has gone before to secure us our
title to the inheritance, so that
"The harp, the seat, the crown,
All wait till we arrive,"
and we shall be presented to the Father through the Son of His love.
"Behold I, and the children which Thou hast given Me." His was a
covenant engagement, and the title to the inheritance was ratified by
covenant. It was between the Father and Son, "a building of God"
which "eye hath not seen, nor hath it entered into the heart of man,
what God hath prepared for those that love Him." Nevertheless, faith
has it in possession now, and sings, with Job, "For I know that my
Redeemer liveth, and that He shall stand at the latter day upon the
ear~h; and though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my
flesh shall I see God, whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall
behold, and not another"; and with Pau] , "I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have
committed unto Him against that day."
Such was the firm confidence and sweet assurance of our loved
friend, who has taken possession of her mansion, has gone into the
presence of King Jesus, there eternally to ahide and bask in unsullied
bliss for ever; and we cannot more fittingly sum up these few remarks
than with the lines of a hymn she rested upon, and rejoiced in, during
the last few days of her earthly pilgrimage, raising her soul beyond
this poor suffering tabernacle to fix her brightest hopes in her Redeemer
and Saviour"The moon and stars shall lose their light;
The sun shall sink in endless night;
Both heaven and earth shall pass away;
The works of nature all decay.
"But they that in the Lord confide,
And shelter in His wounded side,
Shall see the danger overpast,
Stand every storm, and live at last."
R.
A FRAGMENT.
I HAVE often observed that, when I have been shut up, and kept fasting for several days together, I have lost nothing in the long run. If
my soul-exercise has been violent, my succeeding joys have been superabundant. If the conflict has been long and lingering, just so has been
my future enlargement long also. If my soul has sunk into dismal
gloom and horrors, when L have got my wings again, I have soared the
higher. If my soul has been remarkably dry, dead, lean, and barren,
I have also found a feast of the fattest things afterward, that has made
my soul lively, active, and flourishing.-Huntington.
[Reader, do you know anything of this experience of the mandespised but God-honoured coal-heaver ~ We believe his statement to
be a verity, as realized by many a Zion's pilgrim. -En.]
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And when beset in tedious strife
By Satan's fiendish power,
I tremble as an aspen leaf,
Afraid of that dark hourThen come, break in, Thou Lamb of
GodBreak in upon my soul,
And whisper faith,
O'ercoming faith!

When faint and waary on the way,
And often it is so,
That, tired of life's bewildering road,
Complaining tears will flow,
Yes, then break in, Thou Lamb of
GodBreak in upon my soul,
And whisper 1°est,
The promised Test!

And when aflliction's bending sway
Breaks down all lofty thought,
And heavenly wisdom justly brings
All earthly hopes to nought,
Then come, break in, Thou Lamb of
GodBreak in upon my soul,
And whisper joy,
Prospective joy!

And when I seek the sacred spots
Which faith notes down as where
It has, in visions, seen Thyself,
Spotless, and bright, and clear,
Then come, break in, Thou Lamb of
GodBreak in upon my soul,
And whisper love,
Unfading love!
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SE\+El'TH VERSE.

Whisper, and give these blessings, Lord;
List to our earnest call;
Let us, by faith, lay hold on Thee,
And we shall have them all.
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FAMILY FEATURES.

"Blessed aTe the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven."MATTHEW v. 3.
OH, what a mercy to have Scriptural evidence and the Spirit's witness
that we are numbered amongst the noblest of all families, namely, those
that are "born of God"! Our Elder Brother, when He commenced
His ministry on earth, delineated the features of the family in those
master-strokes that no Prophet before, or Apostle afterwards, could
imitate. The first feature is "poor in spirit" ; secondly, "mourners";
thirdly, "meek"; fourthly, "they hunger and thirst after righteousness" ; fifthly, "merciful"; sixthly, "pure in heart"; seventhly,
" peacemakers." And all these features are possessed by virtue of the
implantation of that incorruptible seed of divine life in the soul which
flows to us from 'lJital ~tnion to the Head of the family, the Lord Jesus
Christ; and it is a sweet time to the believer when he is able. to lose
sight of his relationship to the first Adam, and be favoured to realize
his vital union to the Lord of life and glory.
But we have now to do with the following-" Blessed are the poor
in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." Yes, the kingdom is
within you, if you answer to this description. None are really poor
but those whom the hand of God has stripped-whom He has brought
down to see and feel themselves destitute of everything good, holy,
heavenly, and pleasing in His pure and heart-searching eyes. I would
ask, Who is there that knows all that may be known of sin, until
the Lord searcheth the heart ~ The convinced sinner gets deeper
views of his helplessness and of his unworthiness. His language is,
H Behold,
I am vile!" These are humbling lessons the Holy Spirit
teaches. He convinces the sinner that there is neither help nor hope in
himself, so leaves him nothing to trust in but the salvation provided
in Jesus by covenant love, and given freely by grace. There is a
quiescent state sometimes, in which the children of God get into a
quietude in which they are not much exercised in divine realities, as
though they had reached the limit of their Chris~ian experience,
wondering whether they have anything more to learn. In this they
are soon * undeceived, for we are ever learning, and especially this
Scripture truth, ,,'Without Me ye can do nothing." Then some portion of the Word of God the mind is directed to, and we are experimentally taught, for the Word of God must be tried, i.e., verified, in
the believer's experience. It was said by one, "Thy Word is trieu to
the uttermost, therefore Thy servant loveth it."
" Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven."
To any but the children of the King, this is a paradox
indeed-to be rich when they are poor. But their poverty is Gospel
poverty, and that leads them to examine themselves, and ask, "Do I
know anything of this poverty of spirit ~ Am I acquainted with it,
and is it a daily practice with me to test this poverty of spirit ~ "
And who is there that knows all that may be known of the sinfulness
,< Very won, brother, very soon !-En.
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of sin u!1til the Lord, who searcheth the heart, has laid open some of
its infinite evil 1 "Before honour is humility." Whom God honours
He humbles first. He giveth grace to the humble, because the humble
give Him all the glory. The highest throne which He has upon earth
is the humble heart. To it He vouchsafes His constant presence, and
makes the greatest communications of His love. "For thus saith the
high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy: I
dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite
and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive
the heart of the contrite ones." Oh, what honour is here promised
to the humble-the greatest they can have this side of heaven! God
will dwell with them. What a blessing! And His temple shall be in
the humble heart, so you see, by these exercises, saint and sinner meet.
Yes, dear child of God, ever since yuu were called by gmce, although
you may have an imperfect knowledge of the spot, or passage of Scripture, or even the exact moment of time. It was at the time appointed
by God.
There is a period, known to God,
When all His sheep, redeemed by blood,
Shall leave the hateful ways of sin,
Turn to the fold, and enter in."
Every day since God called you by His grace you can truthfully say
that He has blessed and supported you, for, amidst all your doubts and
fears, He has never changed towards you. He is what He ever will
be, "the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." Hitherto He has
helped, and doth help, and will help you all your journey through;
and you can say with the poet"Determined to save, He watched o'er my path
When, Satan's blind slave, I sported with c.eath;
And can He have taught me to trust in His name,
And thus far have brought me, to put me to shame?"
H

Oh, no!

He will "never leave thee nor forsake thee."
"His love in time past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink;
.l!.ach sweet Ebenezer I have in review
Confirms His good pleasure to help me quite

through.'~

His Spirit will exercise you upon the precious truths of the Gospel,
to show you your interest, and connection, and eternal portion in them.
The enemy is ever ready, saying, as he did in the first temptation,
"Ye shall be as gods."
Man was drawn away by it, and fell from
his high estate; and this sin is a fruitful source of evil still, for the
tempter still says, "Ye shall be as gods," and many are ensnared thereby.
But the feeling sense of our emptiness makes us constantly look to
Jesus, and thus live in absolute dependence upon Him for everything.
Both salvation and all that pertains to it is wholly of the Lord.
Faith, which is His gift, is not bestowed upon the worthy, but upon
the ungodly, not for auy merit in them, but to such vile and helldeserving sinners as you and I; therefore, all J ehovah does is by an
act of absolute sovereignty, to the praise and glory of His own grace.
To learn the precious truths of God, a true poverty of spirit is need·
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ful, not only to bring the sinner to Ohrist, but also to preserve the
believer in communion with Him, for so long as he walks by faith,
everything will tend to promote this communion. It is thus he is
taught a daily sense of his wants, and thus he goes to his bountiful
Saviour for a supply. In the feeling of his misery, he will depend on
his loving Saviour for relief, whereby he is led into more intercourse
with Him. What he finds wrong in himself will bring him to live
more by faith; and as faith increases, so will his delight be in God.
He will grow more sensible of his weakness, and that will make him
stronger in the Lord. He will know more of his own heart, which
will humble him, and keep him dependent on the grace of Jesus.
But the great idol" self" must be dethroned where God reigns. When€ver you begin to look at yourself for admiration, oh, beg of the Lord
to give you true Gospel poverty of spirit. It is to be in constant
practice, and used for everything. It will keep up fellowship with God,
who makes the greatest communications of Himself to the humblest.
Do you know anything of this? The Psalmist did. "I was brought
low, and He helped me." And the reason is plain, for those who are
poor return Him all the glory.
Pride is in all of us. If you would have much grace in exercise,
pray for much humility with it, that you may not seek self in it, and
thus give Him all the glory. It is only the sweet graces of humility
that can counteract our pride. "Be ye kindly affectioned one towards
another, with brotherly love, in honour preferring one another." Oh,
for sweet liberty to serve Him without fear! If so, your heart will delight in His service; and love makes His ways the joy of thy soul.
Attend, 0 my soul, to the Scripture account of salvation. Review the
glvry of it. Read again and again the revealed description of it, till thy
heart be satisfied that this salvation is as perfect and complete as the
Lord God Almighty could make it, for the grand truths of the Gospel
are revealed as with a ray of light in God's holy Word. They are not
merely revealed in express terms for the consolation of the Ohurch, and
>condemnation of all opposers, but they are incidentally scattered up and
down the pages of the Word; and when the blessed Spirit is pleased
to cause a ray of light to shine upon a text which at first seemed
obscure, it is opened up to the soul. He fulfils that promise that He
will "give it the treasures of darknes~, and hidden riches of secret
places."
"For He shall stand at the right hand of the poor, to save him
from those that condemn his soul." "He shall stand at the right hand
of the poor." "'IVho is this but Jesus ~ Yes, Jehovah in human form
as God-Man, the Second Person of the glorious Godhead in human
flesh, tabernacling in human form, a perfect human body and a perfect
human soul.
Dear reader, do you feel yourself to be amongst the poor and needy ~
Hannah, in her song of thanksgiving, says, "The Lord maketh poor and
maketh rich; He bringeth low, and lifteth up." Therefore, they do not
make themselves to be poor. There are professors who make themselves
poor-that is to say, put on an appearance of poverty-but that is only
a crafty device of Satan. A man whose heart is full of pride will not
come before you as a proud man. None are really poor but those
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whom the Lord has stripped, whom He has brought. down, and made to
see and feel their own destitution of every good thing. How does the
Lord strip them ~ By taking from them everything which they depend!
on, and everything to which they look for help.
Christianity, in the midst of all the noisy profession of our day, may
be brought into a very small compass. Salvation by the blood of the
Saviour for all poor-really poor-needy sinners. Perfect poverty, destitution, nothingness, no goodness-all this realized in the soul by irresistible grace, tests the Christian, and all others are mere professors and
heretics.
"For He shall deliver the needy when he crieth; the poor also, and
him that hath no helper."
" Other refuge have I none;
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee."
" No helper!" Have you been brought there ~ If you are not
brought down to a state of destitution, you can know nothing of the
reality of the work of grace in the heart. You know as yet nothing
of the irresistible power of the eternal Three-in-One.
" What comfort can a Saviour bring
To those who never felt their woe?
.A. sinner is a sacred thing;
The Holy Ghost has made him so."
Now, mark the concluding lines of this verse"New life from Him we must receive
Before for sin we rightly grieve."
Oh, ye~, a sensible sinner "is a sacred thing "-one who is made
sensible of his sin and vileness, and feels his poverty-not a mere
professor, who can talk of sin notionally. It must be one who has "a
broken and a contrite heart "-one who knows the evil and depravity
of his own heart. 'While he is learning this, he learns also something
of the breadth, and length, and depth, and height, of Christ, which
passeth knowledge. It is a heart-sense of sin that makes liS poor, and
these He will deliver-him that has no helper beside-yes, the poor
and the needy-the man who has got nothing-who is in want of
everything!
" 'Tis perfect poverty alone
That sets the soul at large;
While we can call one mite our own,
We have no full discharge."
That dear man of God, TOPLADY, says, "Nothing in my hand I
bring." Yes, that is the way to come to God-with nothing. And
yet there is one thing you must bring-your sins. You must bring
your sins, and you will find, at the set time, pardon and forgiveness.
" This fountain, though rich, from charge is quite clear;
The poorer the wretch, the welcomer here;
Come needy, come guilty, come loathsome and bare;
You can't come too filthy; come just as you are."
Can there be a clearer or a surer test to discipleship than to be
"poor and needy" ~ That is the character of those who compose the
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Church of the living God.
I question if we shall ever forget it
in heaven, when all our need is over and poverty unknown-when we
have all, and enjoy all "heaven's blessedness and glory. But while here
the conflict will go 011, the flesh against the Spirit, and the Spirit
against the flesh.
" What me3.ns this conflict in my heart,
In which both sin and grace take part?
Both seem resolved in one to reign,
And thus a daily war maintain."
Spiritually we would do everything to please God, but "the flesh
lusteth against the Spirit." Is not this true 1 There is a conflict, and
a sore one, ever going on, and we are constrained to cry out, "How
can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God 1" Has not the
Spirit spoken to your heart, stopping, checking, delivering you 7 The
special check-string of grace keeps the child from sins and those
things which hurl others to destruction. You need no better monitor
than conscience. You need not consult either friend or pastor, for if
the cry is really in the heart, it is a sweet evidence of grace.
But to return. The great idol "self" must be dethroned where God
He must give thee the true Gospel poverty of spirit; and
reigns.
T,hose who have it will assuredly haVe communion and fellowship with
Him who makes the' greatest communication of Himself to the
humblest. It is heart-humility which the Holy Spirit requires, and
which He bestows. I am persuaded that the more a man knows of
himself, the greater reas:>n will he have to seek God j and seeking
Him by faith, he will find Him. And if he is in the deepest humilia
tion, he is better fitted to rejoice in God, and a more fitting recipient
of His grace. Every discovery of our emptiness will lead us to trust
more in His salvation, and all that pertains to it.
The really "poor" man is one who has bad everything taken from
him-who has not merely his dim views of a merciful God (such as
natural men have) taken from him, not merely his legal righteousness
stripped away, but all that kind of notional, traditionary religion
which is so rife in the present day taken from him also, and who
has been brought in guilty before God, naked in the dust, having
nothing whereby to conciliate Him or gain His favour. This is a
" poor" man, and none else are really poor in the strict sense of
the word, who have not had, more or less, something of this stripping
work in their heart and conscience. Oh, if men were taught of the
Spirit to bring their religion more before God and less before man,
we should have less profession and much more possession, and those
really born of God would shine forth more conspicuously as the
saints of the Most High.
'And though confessedly poor, as the most part of the children of
God are, in this world's goods, and all of them literally so .in that
poverty of spirit which is the badge of their Christian character,
yet they are enabled to impart to others of "the unsearchable
riches of Christ," so that, though considered in themselves as
nothing, and in reality so indeed as to any personal possessions of
their own, yet having Jesus for their portion, in Him they may
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be truly said to possess all things-" as having nothing, yet possessing all things." Such is the family feature of the disciple of Christ,
and his walk of faith carries with it an uniform correspondence of
conduct.
. We will conclude with this declaration, and may God the Holy
Spirit give it a saving power to every heart. The LrrJ'd Jesus is the
st1'ength of His people.
"He giveth power to the faint, and to them
that have no might He increaseth strength. Even the youths shall
faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall: but they
that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength j they shall
mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary;
and they shall walk, and not faint."
If God has settled His truth in a sinner's heart, He has settled
it for ever. May He give us to know it so in our experience.
~

Q~R

THE LATE DR. EONAR.
IN the course of his sermon in Chalmers' Memorial Church, at Edinburgh, in memoriarn of the late Dr. BONAR, the famous hymn-writer
(which appears at length in the British Weekly), the Rev. ROBERT LUNDIE,
of Liverpool, said:"Vigorous alike in body and mind, he was gifted with a singular
tolerance of toil. Editor of, and contributor to, various periodicals, his
pen was never idle. Books, tracts, hymns, continually occupied him.
He was consulted from all quarters about questions of experimental
religion and prophetical interpretation, and his correspondence was
immense. Yet he was always ready to accept of preaching engagements far and near, when free from imperative home claims. For all
this, and much more, time and strength had to be found amid the steady
demands of the pulpit and pastoral duties in his own congregation.
One who greatly honoured Dr. BONAR said to me that one friend told
him he was always writing, and another that he was always preaching,
and a third that he was always praying. Nor was anyone of the
three far wrong. No labour was declined where good might be done.
His only complaint was, when strength for labour failed. The last time
I saw him, some months ago, on his bed of languor and weariness, his
plaintive utterance was this-' Useless! useless! useless!' as if he could
be useless whose winged words of truth were distributed all over the
world. The vastness of the influence for good he wielded may be
gathered from the fact that the circulation of 'God's Way of Peace.'
.amounts to 285,000 copies j of 'The Night of Weeping' to 59,000;
.and of 'Hymns of Faith and Hope' to 140,729. In his later weeks
he scarcely spoke but from necessity j and so the way worn pilgrim' fell
·on sleep,' to awake where there is no more pain, 'for the former things
are passed away.'''
.
It is noteworthy that one of the last products of his pen, written near
the end of 1887, is entitled, "My Funeral: shall it be this Yead"
It is but a fragment-a page of manuscript. The once nimble pen
refused. to fulfil his task; the tract was never completed j the funeral
was over before the question was answered.
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MY BROTHER'S GRAVE.
of four-and-twenty years ago, I stood by this grave, when
opened to receive the remains of one so very near and dear to
me. But a few years before that, I had stood likewise upon the same
sacred spot, at' the interment of a beloved niece, who was brought to
an early grave by a simple want of care. She reduced, instead of
adding to, her clothing, when about to go a trip on the sea. The consequence was, she took cold, which threw her into a consumption, of
which she died at the age of fifteen years. The Lord, however, was
pleased, in great mercy, to sanctify the circumstances, and without doubt,
to bring Ler to a saving knowledge of Himself before He called her hence.
It was my sacred privilege to realize unquestionable proof of this in
conversations with her during her illness.
I may state, in passing, that in my frequent short sea-trips, it often
grieves me to see the indiscretion of young people in this respect.
They oftentimes venture on shipboard (whatever the aspect of the
weather) without the least additional wrap, although, it may be, they
are clad in the thinnest attire. This is to run the risk of such results
as that to which I have just adverted-the laying the foundation of a
fatal illness. The same remark applies to the lawn-tennis players. In
the so enthusiastic indulgence of this so popular game, we have not, a
doubt that very many have lost their lives fro in the over-heated state
into which they are thrown, as well as by the frequ<mtly damp condition of the ground upon which they play. The want of due caution
for the preservation of health is highly condemnatory. Let it once be
invaded, and how often the effort to recover it is a complete failure!
But, again, with respect to my dear brother, what reflections were
awakened by a visit to his resting-place! vVhat a calmly-reposing
position! In fact, I think he chose it for this reason. The little church
and its graveyard occupy a most picturesque position. Surrounded by
richly-wooded hills, and some three or four miles from all the turmoil
and activities of a treble business town (the combined Plymouth, Stone.
house, and Devonport), the peace and quietness of the one present such
a perfect contrast to the other.
,
As such a lengthened period has passed away since I last stood
at this grave, with the hope that it may prove profitable to the
reader, as well as refreshing to my own soul, I will here re-produce
what, at the time, I recorded in regard to the death and burial of my
dear brother. In speaking of him at that time, I said, "That dear
bosom friend of forty years' standing is gone to his rest, and has
left in our heart a blank which none but God Himself can fill; for, if
ever we made an idol of the creature, next to her whom, upon the
self-same day twenty-four years ago, the Lord also called to Himself,
that idol was he whose departure we now mourn, not for his sake,
but for ow' own."
My present visit to this sacred spot is attended with additional interest because, on the past Sabbath evening, I have been once again
permitted, after an interval of upwards of eighteen months, to speak
in my dear Lord and Master's name, and that in the pulpit occupied
for thirteen years by the beloved departed. When coming to spend a
UPWARDS
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few days with my dear son at Plymouth, I little anticipated such a
privilege, for I had long been in grave doubt whether I should ever
preach again. Hence, under the circumstances, I found the privilege so
much the greater. As I walked to St. I,uke's Church (formerly called
Charles Chapel), on Sunday morning, I mentally recalled the state
Qf mind which I heard my dear brother express, when on his way to
minister. Such, at times, were the depths of his exercises, that he has
told me his very breast has felt sore with the sighs and groans of which
he had been the subject. Preaching (although, at times in particular,
most blessed work) is, nevertheless, anything but easy or agreeable,
after a fleshly or mere human kind, when the weight of immortal
souls is laid upon the preacher's heart, and he is called experimentally to know the meaning of "the burden of the vVord of the Lord."
At such seasons, but for the restraining hand of his best Friend, the
preacher would play J onah's part over again, and seek to flee j1-om.
xather than court, the presence of the Lord, even in His own most
blessed and privileged service.
I will leave the reader to judge, under the circumstances, what were
my feelings in being permitted once more to occupy that pulpit, and
that, too, after being so long deprived of the sacred privilege of preaching.
There was the tablet to the departed one's memory. There were the
lines which he himself had dictated for his tomb"A monument of grace,
A sinner saved by blood,
The streams of love I trace
Up to the Fountain-God:
And in His sacred bosom see
Eternal thoughts of love to me."
In that very pulpit I had preached what is commonly called his funeral
-sermon. Hence, all the reminders were of the most touching character.
Nevertheless, blessed be God, I was not only sustained in this sacred
-exercise, but felt it indeed to be a precious privilege, the which I had
so long feared would never again be mine to realize, for I unhesitatingly
affirm that there is no mercy so distinguishing-no favour so greatno indulgence so sacred and supernatural (next to personal salvation)as speaking in the dear Lord and Master's name! This is my simple
testimony for God and truth, after a forty-three years' experience of
the same.
From the particulars published immediately after my dear brother's
death, l quote the annexed;When, after a lengthened sea90n of epistolary correspondence, the writer
was removed to London, and came to reside under his bosom friend's
parental roof, how tender and how patient would he be in relation to those
tits of deep, deep, mental depression under which bis friend and companion
would frequently labour! Times without number since has the latter thought
of those seasons, and of the extreme gentleness and affection and encouragsment manifested. How would he listen to the oft-repeated tale of woe! How
seek to quell his friend's fears! How gently assure him that
"'fhe darkest day,
Live till to-morrow, will have passed away."
Never will one season of this description pa.ss from the writer's recollec3 C
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tioD. He was a young man of scarcely twenty; had come to London for
experience ;" had brought an introduclion to a large house of business; but
shrank (as many young men do) from entering upon the new and responsible
duties of a. London sphere of labour. Deeply solicitous for his welfare, his
loved friend attended him to the very door of the establishment, whispering
words of hope and encouragement to the very latest moment; and then, as
he finally shook him by the hand, said, "Depend on it, you will find a friend
-one that will sympathize with you." And so it was. A friend in an entire
stranger from a most remote part of the country did present himself, ann
that very day's movements were the turning-points in one's little eventful
life.
At a ater period, and when in Ehattered health, throu 5h extreme mental
depression, afraid of entering upon tbe responsibilities of marriage. his bosom
friend was at hand to animate and cheer, and to pour into the anxious heart
all the tender assurances that there was no ground for feu of providential
supply and divine and gracious guardianship.
It was next to impossible to read what issued from the pen of our departed
one, or to listen to what fell from his lips. without being convinced that both
the one and the other came directly from the hem·t. It was a heart· testimony
in striking and beautiful illustration and opening out of Bible verities.
We have spoken a little of our deRr brother's preparation for the ministry,
in regard to his early conflicts. If LUTHER'S words were true-and were
they not true 1-they were strikingly illustrated in our beloved departed one's
case, namely, that "temptation, meditation, and prayer make a minister."
He wa~, from very early years, peculiarly tried and tempted. The extent t<>
which he wall .called to grapple with internal corruption-his deep feeling of
sinnership-and the powerful attacks, by insinuation and suggestion, of thE'
great adversary, none but God and himself knew. In these respects he had
to wade through depths the which, at the time, he could by no means express,
but by which, under the gracious leading of the Holy Ghost, he was enabled
afterwards to trace out the path--diving into its deepest recesses-of the
poor, cast-down, Satan.harassed, sin-burdened soul. How long and how trying
was the process ere he was brought to rejoice Rnd sing, "a sinner saved by
grace." It was ebbing and flowing-hoping and fearing-now the subject of
a momentary peace; then the creature of ten thousand fears. All this was
that chequered, fiery ordeal through which he had to pass for years and
years.
THE CLOSING SCENEs.-On Sunday, April 30th, he preached from Deuteronomy xxxiii. 27-29; and on Sunday, May 7th, his text was from 1 Peter
i. 3-9. They were glorious subjects with which to close up his ministry.
In giving out the second hymn, his voice so faltered, as he read the last
verse, that it was thought he could not complete it. The verse reads"His dearest flesh He makes my food,
And bids me drink His precious blood;
Here, to these hills, my soul will come,
'l'ill my Beloved leads me home."
The last two lines so affected him that he was scarcely able to read them.
He administered the Lord's Supper, and in the evening preached for
nearly an hour, with a p~wer that was perfectly astonishing. He then CODeluded the service-yea, his whole services on earth-by giving out that
precious hymn of TOPLADY'S, "A debtor to mer~y alone." After the servicee
of the day he never rallied, but gradually-yea, rapidly-sanlr.
In the course of the week, he said to his dear wife, "Jesus Christ came into
the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief." He said, "I feel it to be
such a mercy that I have nothing to settle. All is done. I have done with
the world." He was asked, "Are you afraid of the swellings of Jordan 1"
He replied, with great emphasis, "Ob, no !
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" 'My name from the palms of His hands
Eternity cannot erase.'
" , 'vVhom once He loves He never leaves,
But loves them to the end.'''
In answer to a question by his brother, he said he found the truths he
had so long preached to be now his meat and drink. He said, "I am not
in the least afrJ.id of death. Death has lost its sting. How I can rejoice
in those wonderful lines" 'Zion, ob, how ble,t art thou,
Justified from all I hings 1WW!'"
After our services of Sunday the 14th, we took the train at midnight for
Plymouth, and reached his house at six in the morning. As soon as he heard.
of our arrival, he said, " How kind!" About seven o'clock we were permitted
to see him for a few minutes. He was then in bed, and we did not think
him looking so ill as he had done previously. He was at the same time very
weak, and we felt we dare say but little. At ten o'clock his medical attendants came, and held a consultation. From them we afterwards gathered that
the case was hopeless.
Just before again taking our departure, in order to fulfil preaching engagements on the next and following days, we went to his room, but did not
think (as it afterwards proved to be) for the last time. He was then sitting
up in his chair, and looking very ill, jus~ like his dear old father, whose
peaceful departure was recorded some years ago in this Magazine, under the
title of "Conversations by tte Way." His appearance brought vividly to
our mind his looks and his words, wben, -sitting up in his dying bed, with
extended arms, he exclaimed, "I want a full armful of Christ!" Precious,
precious servant of the Most High God! Both thou and thy loved son now
"see Him as He is," and sing eternally of His righteousness, glory, and power.
Looking at our dear brother, as he sat as calm and collected as possible,
we said, "You are DOW realizing those covenant verities you have so long
held and proclaimed." " Yes," he replied; "nothin5 can be added to it, and
nothing can be taken from it; and the mercy is, it does not depend upon
what we are in ourselves." He then went on to speak of the peculiar sweetness he had felt in preaching from the first chapter of the First Epistle of
Peter, about the" inheritance which is incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth
not away." Said he, "It is a double keeping-the inheritance kept for us,
and we kept for the inheritance."
We asked him if we should pray with him. His reply was, "It would be
too much for me." The answer was quite a relief, for we felt the mind too
overcharged to pray with, although we could pray for him. We took his thin,
transparent hand in our8. "Kiss him," said his dear wife. He affectionately
pressed his lips to ours. The heart was too full to linger a moment longer.
We hastened from the room. "You will never see him again," said his
beloved wife. We did not, however, think so. We fully expected to see
him again. But that privilege we were denied. A telegram (oh, those telegrams !) on the Friday night following, informed us he was "gone to glory" ;
and, when we reached Plymouth on the Monday, the coffin-lid had closed
upon his precious remains. We shall see him no more until we meet befor"
the throne, where parting shall be unknown.
Dear Brother's Study, May 23rd.
THE FUNERAL.-The day is drawing to a close. It will be one ever
painful, yet, I trust, profitable to my recollection. I have just entered my
dear bosom friend's chamber, and there gazed upon the vacant bed and the
empty chair. "The place that knew him shall know him no more for ever."
Yesterday week I saw him sitting there, in all his weaknees, with the Jordan
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in view. Now, blessed be God, he has crossed the river-a narrow, narrow
stream to him-and basks in his dear Redeemer's presence for ever and
ever.
Marvellous have been the Lord's mercies to-day. Mter an almost sleepless
night, I arose at an early hour this morning to witness torrents of rain. The
funeral of the dear departed having been arranged for ten o'clock, I became
anxious on behalf of those who I Knew would desire to pay their last tribute
of respect and regard to their dear departed minister. But the Lord kindly
heard prayer, and shortly after breakfast the rain ceased, the clouds cleared
away, and the sun broke forth. The funeral cortege was formed, and a weeping multitude set out for the pretty village graveyard of Egg-Buckland. Oh,
how astounded I felt when I thought that, scarcely six years ago, we set out
upon a similar mission, when the beloved departed was himself one of our
number! He was then about to officiate over the dear remains of a loved
niece. Now, the Vicar of Charles (Dr. HAWKER'S old church) was to perform
the same sad but kindly office for him. It seemed almost impossible to
realize. The former scene was, as it were, but of yesterday. It then appeared
-as he invariably supposed would be the case-that he would most certainly
survive us all. Little did he or any of us then imagine that he would
be the next, and that, within a comparatively short period, we should again
assemble at that most lovely spot, to witness the committing of his lifeless
body to the ground. But so it was; and how does such a fact bespeak the
positive uncertainty of all things here! How do such realities proclaim with
trumpet-tongue, "Boast not thyself of to-morrow, for thou knowest not what
a day may bring forth."
The hearse, mourning-coaches, and a long train of nearly forty carriages
and vehiclEos, having at length reached the graveyard, the loved remains of
our departed brother were carried under hand into the church by sundry
young -men, attached members of his congregation. The church has been
but recently erected, in lieu of the very old one which had long stood upon
its site, and in which, on one particular Sabbath, some seven to eight years
ago, both the departed one and I were privilei!'ed to minister. The building
was speedily filled, and the respected Vicar of Charles commenced the service
most impressively, the Incumbent of the parish reading the responses. At
the grave the scene was exceedingly solemn. All nature at this season had
&Ssumed her loveliest garh, and the rain of the night and early morn had
revived and refreshed.
Without seeing, few can conceive of the loveliness
(If the spot. Even the birds were chanting their Maker's praise, and seemed
to chime in with grateful notes that another redeemed sinner had mounted
to the skies. At the close of the service, the Vicar of Charles gave out
the annexed hymn from the supplement of Charles Ohapel Hymn-Book,
stating that it was sung at tp.:!:l request of the beloved departed one himself.
Dear fellow! It seemed but a1\ yesterday he stood at the head of that now
afresh-opened grave, and joined heartily in singing that identical hymn. As
now the notes of that sweet song in that delightful spot seemed to rise in
glowing anticipation of the rest to be revealed, his former powerful voice
came back to memory. Mentally we heard him sing again; but, at the same
time, we were reminded of the higher, nobler strain in which he now unceasingly adores his loving Lord.
" Oh, blissful dawn of endless day,
When sin shall cease, and death shall die;
And Ohrist His glory shall display,
And beam upon my longing eye!
" Then, then, my God, this soul of mine,
-Bought, dearly bought, and made Thine own,
In Thy bright righteousness shall sbi1:e,
And h'ive its portion on Thy thron~.
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" Then, wrapped in everlasling bliss,
'Midst heaven's innumerable throng,
Thy love shall all my powers employ,
And be the theme of endless ~ong."
Intense as were my emotions whilst, under the circumsta.nces, listening
to that song of praise, I was sorry to hear its sacred notes die away. One
wanted one's self to be ca-lIed home. One felt the power of the wordsH My willing soul would stay
In such a frame as this;
And sit and sing herself away
To everlasting bliss."
But again was one reminded of the lines of dear RART" Return to work a while,
And wait the welcome day."
With the exception of that of my own dear wife, never did I look into a
grave with more intense mourning. That little narrow house contained the
sleeping dust of one of the nearest, dearest, most devoted of friends. Retiring from that sacred spot, with the simple omission of the name, I could
only mentally exclaim, "I am distressed for thee, my brother: very pleasant
hast thou been. unto me : thy love to me was wonderful, passing the love, of
women."
THE FUNERAL SERMON.-By particular request, the writer was induced to
make the attempt to improve the departure of his beloved brother. Ris
dear widow said, "I am sure you will be supported." It seemed rather in
her faith than in his own, h" ventured to stand on the spot so lately
occupied by his departed companion. Althnugh it was on a week evening,
and but two days' notice had been given, such was the esteem in which the
deceased servant of God was held, that the church was crowded in every part.
And (thanks to Rh adorable name) the Lord did, according to the testimony
of the widow, marvellously support the preacher throughout the whole
service, which, with the prayers, occupied upwards of two hours. The text
was from John xi. 23-" Jesus Eaith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again.."
The scene and the service of that evening will never pass from the wrIter's
remembrance.
The foregoing extracts are somewhat lengthy, but I trust that, under
the circumstances, they will prove acceptable to the reader. Doubtless
it will be understood that my recent visit to so sacred a spot tended,
in no small degree, to revive the memories of the scenes just described,
the more especially as I was called to oC<l;gPY the dear departed one's
pulpit after my own long silence in regaru to, preaching.

THE GRACIOUS LEADER.
THIS morning I was thinking of Psalm cxxi.-that beautiful "travelling

Psalm," as I have heard dear Miss W-- say you call it-and of
the fulness of the words, "My help cometh from the Lord, which made
heaven and earth." How powe1jul the Helper! No feeble strength in One
who" made heaven and earth." And then I thought, "How personal,
and full of detail! How tender this mighty God!" "He" who made
heaven and earth "will not suffer thy foot to be moved." Great as He
is, yet how watchful and careful of each member of His flock, the very
steps ordered by Him, and so ceaseless His care-" He that keepeth
thee will not slumber."-Extract from a Letter.
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LESSONS BY THE WAY.
IT was a simple matter; nevertheless, I thought it was suggestive.
There was a lesson to be learnt therefrom. A magisterial notice had
been issued throughout the borough, that all dogs were to be muzzled,
unless under the immediate control of the owner. This muzzling was
a sore annoyance to the dogs themselves, whom I have seen trying
their utmost t.o rid themselves of the incumbrance. Amongst them
was the pet dog of a dear friend, who resisted to the utmost the
being thus restrained. He would run this way and that way, and do
all he could to escape the ordeal that awaited him. What was my
surprise, however, a few weeks after, to see this same dog running and
jumping about in the most excitable manner, when he saw his master was
about to leave the house. Instead of resisting the curbing, as before, no
sooner did the dog see the muzzle in his master's hands, than he began
to bark, and spring up and down with the intensest wish that it should
be fastened on him. He strove again and again to thrust his head
into the nooze, nor would he rest till it was buckled round him. I
WhS surprised at the movements of the dog, as so strikingly in contrast
with his former resistance. "Is there not a le'sson here 7,J thought r.
"Whence the change 7 Why all this excitement upon the part of the
dog 7 Why does he wish now to be muzzled, and thus deprived
of a certain amount of liberty, but from love to Ms master? J, When
first placed under such restriction, he rebelled; but he had lived to
learn that his master meant no ill to him by such restriction. Hence,
in order that he might enjoy the presencf\ I)f his master, and rather
than be left alone, or in solitude, he would greatly prefer the limit to
his liberty.
Moreover, no sooner was the carriage driven from the door than
the dog was at its side-now in advance, then in the rear-perfectly
revelling in' the indulgence of being so near the master whom he so
loved and delighted to follow.
,
The dog, from love to his master, was ready to follow him any and
everywhere, even thongh muzzled, and thus so far deprived of his
liberty. The disciples of Jesus, from love to His adorable Person, are
led more and more to see that all former restraints and hindrances, as
set in their way, were not for want of love on the part of Jesus, but
from love. Hence, as they know more of His character, and have a
deeper insight into His dealings, they are the more ready to follow
Him through both evil and good report. Yea, the language of their
hearts is"Cheerful where'er Thy hand shall lead,
The darkest paths I'll tread,
And joyful quit these mortal shores
To mingle with the dead."
Reader, the disciples of Jesus have proved the truth of His word,
"Take My yoke upon you, for My yoke is easy, and My burden is light."
Hence, they would far sooner enjoy the limits and the restrictions He
lays upon them, in coming ,out from the world, taking up their cross, and
fonowing Him, than continue in that state and condition of dangerous
freedom and treacherous liberty which attended their former estate. No;
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the fellowship of Jesus, and partnership with Him who was once the
"Man Of Sorrows, and acquainted with grief," is infinitely more desirable to them than revelling in the so-called pleasures and enjoyments
of this poor fleeting, dying world. These perish in the using. With all
their fair pretensions, they leave a sting behind them. Not so is it
with" Wisdom's ways, which are ways of pleasantness, and all her
paths are peace." However tried or afflicted the follower of Jesus may
be, he has "bread to eat which the world knows not of." He envies
not the rich nor the great. The pauper would not exchange with the
prince. The disciple of the once-despised Nazarene would not quit his
humble cottage for the most stately mansion. ·With the utmost truth
he can say"Boast not, ye sons of earth,
Nor look with scornful eyes;
Above your highe3t mirth
Our saddest hours we prize:
For, though our cup seems -filled with gaD,
A something secret sweetens all."
Yes, and, as the poor dog of whom we have been speaking chose
the muzzling with his master, rather than the freedom without him, so
does the follower of Jesus prefer the trial with Jesus than the liberty
without Him. The dog was in ignorance of the why and the wherefore of his being muzzled-the more especially as it was a something
new. Still, he was content to submit in that ignorance, as long as he
could be with his master. The dog was quite unaware that, but for
the muzzle, he was liable to be seized by the police and destroyed,
as multitudes ha.ve been. And was not this a lesson for the believer 1
The dog had confidence. He knew enough of his master, from his past
treatment and general dealings, to feel he would not injure, although
he muzzled him. Is not thiti another lesson for us, reader ~ Moreover,
have we not had abundant opportunities of proving, from past experience, not only that Jesus meant no ill towards us by His varied
restraints and limits to this and that pursuit or engagement on our
part, but that there was infinite wisdom and boundless love in their
appointment, for to what extremes should we have gone, and into what
destructive depths should we have headlong plunged, but for the watchful eye and tender regard of Him who lovingly and graciously
restrained, practically saying, "Thus far shalt thou go, and no further" 1
Ah! depend on it, dear reader, the longer we live, and the deeper
our insight into the Lord's leadings and dealings, the more shall we be
surprised and astounded at the hair-breadth escapes of which we have
been the subjects, although it may be that, at the time, we were in
utter ignorance of the fact. In that after-light we shall discover how
real the need, as well as how absolute the reality, of what evp,n Satan
testified in regard to J ob-" Hast not Thou made an hedge about him,
and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side ~ Thou
hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in
the land" (Job i. 10).
Reader, we hope you will not despise the lesson, even although a
D. A. D.
poor dog was employed as the teacher.
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THE DEATH OF JOHN R. NASH.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-The Lord is still gathering home His elect
family-those "living stones" which are to build up the spiritual temple.
I find, from the pages of this month's GOSPEL MAGAZiNE, that my
dear old friend and brother in the Lord, Mr. MOSES SHAW, has duly
apprised you of the triumphant death, through the grace of God, of
another polished stone, in the person of JOHN R. NASH. Having been
intimately acquainted with our late brother, perhaps you will kindly
permit me to supplement the letter of my friend Mr. SHAW.
About four years ago, I first met with this godly young man at a
lecture given in Parr-Stock Schools, St. Helen's, under the auspices of
the Protestant League. From that time down to the day of JOHN'S
death, we were upon terms of the clos~st friendship. The dear lad had
but a smattering of education, and had to toil hard for his daily bread,
so that he could not find much time for study after a hard day's work ;.
yet his knowledge of the Word of God, and upon religious questions
in general, was truly marvellous. It was really a treat to listen to dear
NASH whilst he poured forth those blessed truths which the Holy
Ghost had so solemnly impressed upon his renewed soul.
I can assure you, dear Mr. Editor, my soul has on more than one
occasion been refreshed, and my heart has throbbed with holy emotion,
as my young friend has repeated to me the Lord's gracious dealings
with his soul. I can safely say that, during a pilgrim life of some
twenty years, I never met with a young Christian like our late brother.
Nay, rarely has it been my lot to meet with one more advanced in
divine realities, even in pp.rsons of riper years. He was indeed "a
man full of faith, and of the Holy Ghost."
On several occasions' I have enjoyed the company of JOHN NASH
under the hospitable roof of our mutual friend and brother, Mr. MOSES
SHAW, As a matter of course, our topic of conversation'was upon
better things. Yes," Ohrist and Him crucified" occupied our thoughts.
It was in this sanctified abode where my heart became so fondly knit
to our late brother. Many, very many, have been the refreshing
seasons in that homely cottage. It was here where "they that feared
the Lord spake often cne to another."
The face of our young Josiah
would upon such occasions fairly beam with delight.
His love for our ever-adorable Jesus was such that he ardently
sighed to publicly witnpss for his Lord and Master, and once or twice
his desire was granted. No theme had such charms for d~ar NASH as
a "full Ohrist for empty sinners."
., Salvation by grace, and that
without the deeds of the law," was the sum and substance of his faith.
I shall never forget the conversation with this "pleasant plant" on
my way to the railway station at Sutton, where I was to meet a train
that was to carry me home, after addressing" a handful of the Lord's
people in a cottage at Bold. The dear lad seemed, like Paul of old,
to .be" caught up to the third heaven." As my companion was telling
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me how and where the Lord first met with him, he suddenly exclaimed"What out grace could have saved such an unworthy wretch 1 There
is many a lonely road in this neighbourhood, many a quiet room,
could they speak, would t~ll of my agonizing cries and my wrestling~
at a throne of grace."
Then, raising his voice, John exclaimed"What can be more consoling, more invigorating, more soul-transporting
than the dying declaration of the Lord-' It is finished' 1 And," he
further added, with such earnestness and childlike faith, "does not
the Apostle say that 'Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to
everyone that believeth,' and 'There is therefore now no condemnation
to them which are in Christ Jesus' 1" After a pause of a few moments.
in order to snppress my emotion, I replied, "Yes, John, you may rest
assured that, whenever a poor sinner is brought by the power of the.
Holy Ghost to the foot of the cross (for this is entirely the Spirit's
work), sucn an one will often be led to sing, with the immortal
JOHN NEWTON"'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed!"

I ventured to further assert that the sinner, humbled by the irresistible grace of God, will find no solace in a fleshly religion. " No," said"
poor NASH; "hungry souls must have the true manna, the Lord Jesus
Christ Himself. Nothing less than this will suffice to meet the case of
a renewed soul."
JOHN R. NASH was, as stated by Mr. SHAW, a firm believer in the
doctrines of grace. But, like most of the Lord's people, he very soon
discovered that these heart-comforting truths were not popular. There
is no change in the natural man, and no change in God's eternal
truth; and therefore, whatever upposition these doctrines met with irr
apostolic times, the people of God must assuredly encounter in this our
day.
The signs of the times point to the speedy termination of the present
dispensation. Already the Lord's people, everywhere, are anxiously looking and 10ngin/1: for the glorious appearing of our exalted King. One
infallible sign of the end is that so few, apparently, are being gathered
into the fold of grace. The Lord is gradually taking home His elect,
and there. seems to be none to take up their places. This, I think, is
especially the case with regard to the ministry. Hence, when the
Lord is pleased to call unto Himself a standard-bearer, the vacant
living generally falls into the hands of some graceless character, who
will certainly trim his sails to meet the popular winds of Ritualism,
Sacerdotalism, Rationalism, and every other kind of will·worship.
May it be yours and mine, dear' brother in the Lord, to be upon our
watch-tower, looking over this sinful and polluted world, with all its
anxieties and cares, and earnestly crying out, with dear JOHN NASH
and the rest of the Lord's redeemed Church and people, "Come, Lord
Jesus, come quickly!" So prays,
Yours in a precious Lord J eSllS,
JlTigan,.October 14th, 1889.
.
JOHN ·BARLOW.
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"DESPISE NOT THE DAY OF SMALL THINGS."

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-SOme time ago, I observed in the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE some notice of the fact that a sermon of the late Mr.
JOSEPH IRONS had been made a blessing to a deaf lady near Melbourne;
and since this case came under my notice, I thought that it might be
encouraging to those who feel that they can do but little in connection
with the spread of the glorious Gospel of the grace of God, if I
wrote you the detailed account of the peculiar providences that were in
connection with the sermon which the deaf lady read to profit.
A friend of mine lent a volume of Mr. IRONS' sermons to a friend
of his, and they were the means of much blessing to the reader, but
particularly the last sermon, on the text, "Jesus Christ came into the
world to save sinners, of whom I am chief." This person, knowing that
Mr. FISK walS re-publishing these sermons, wrote to him asking that the
last sermon might soon be reprinted, ordering some copies to be sent
when ready.
In due time the sermons came to hand, and some were sent to the
gentleman who had lent the book, and he gave one to the deaf lady,
who, in reading, experienced much benefit, so that we have a proof
of the fact that we know not what may come of small things, and we
prove that "bread cast upon the waters shall be found after many
days"; and there seems to be much encouragement to all to obey the
precept-" In the mormng sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold
not thine hand; for thou knowest not whether shall prosper," &c.
May you be able to rejoice in being able to see that much of the
seed that you have been instrumental in scattering has fallen in good
ground, and is bringing forth fruit, "some thirty, some sixty, and some
a hundred-fold," is the desire of
Yours in hope,
Melbourne, Victoria, Septembm' 30th, 1889.
MEPHIBOSHETH.

" WALKS AND TALKS WITH JESUS."
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I feel I should like to send you a trifle towards helping you in your desire to spread your book, " Walks and
Talks with Jesus."
I feel more anxious to do so because my dear
mother, in her last illness, asked the clergyman who was visiting her to
read out of your book, "Walks and Talks with Jesus." She sdemed to
like that better than one he brought with him. She was always very
interested in you because, like yourself, she had a great dread of death.
I have often wanted to write and tell you what a comfort your writings
were to her, and also, how mercifully all fear of death was taken away
from her. Nothing could have been calmer than her death was..
.1 am so pleased to hear that you are able to return to your labour
at Bedminster again, and trust you may be spared for some time.
.
Yours truly,
Atherstone, November 6th, 1889.
J. A. H. G.

t
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ENTERING MY SEVENTY-SEVENTH YEAR, OCTOBER, 1889.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-In drawing so near the end of my mortal
state, and so near the eternal, I look back and look forward-back,
for the evidence and ground of my hope j for-ward, for its everlasting
fruition-Jesus, "the hope of glory." Personal matters close nearer
and nearer, and the confirmed reality of Christ with His Spirit dwelling
ill us, more and m:lre the felt need-Christ past, Christ present, and
Christ to come-our only hope for time and for eternity.
"Other refuge have I none;
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee."
All beside Himself has and does prove a failure. The dearest of
earthly ties broken, and the closest in spiritual friendship taken awayall removed j and why ~ Is it not to increase our earnest seeking and
closer walk with Him in spiritual intimacy ~ We feel our loneliness,
and what it is to sink very low in our seemingly isolated state-oft filled
with perplexing anxiety, carrying the burden until enabled to unbosom
all our complaults at tll" thrune of His grace.
We feel increasingly jealous of our treacherous heart over every
earthly advantage. The Lord's hedge placed around us must have the
enclosure of His presence within-aye, within our hearts also, for peace
and satisfaction, or we have none there. No intruder must be allowed to
remain. Ah! it is g0ing down, while Jesus rises within, we feel the
prosperity of the soul. The deepest waters, with Christ in them, we
believe the freest of all creature impuriLies. The more mortification of
the flesh, the greater consolation of the Spirit j so that trials, with God's
dealings out, have the needed support and realized correction, blessed with
the heart-flowings out of our precious Jesus in His sympathy and love.
Oh, that we could never wander from this hallowed, consecrated spot,
and, with humiliLy and love, obedient to God's will, kiss the rod, knowing
it is in our Father's hand!
How deficient the writer still feels to judge of God's mysterious ways
and dealings! Seventy-six years at school, and now so dull to learn,
that the lowest bench appears my proper place, being so often filled
with doubts and fears. My wicked, deceitful, treacherous heart is such
a vast deep to learn, and the lessons are so covered with clouds of
Satanic mysteries, that the light of God's Spirit alone can discover
what is hid therein, and enable us to learn the craft and deception of
the great enemy who works in and with it. How much we need the
Holy Spirit's teaching and cont,inual keeping!
In looking back, we seem to leave the better days behind, the present
being so much devoted to idolatry, and so little appearing going right
in the Church and in the world, look where we may. The specious
covers of deception are so misleading, and the influence mord deceptive
and prevailing. The human heart, under Satanic power, appears able
to entertain every delusion j and we sometimes ask, "Can it be possible
lines more deceptive can ever appear ~ Is not Satan let loose to deceive
the nations ~ " Ah! it touches home with solemn warnings. As a
nation, where are we-where going, and where gone ~ Are we not
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openly, I?rofessedly infidel, Papal, and an unbelieving people, defying
the power of God by our wicked presumptiou to "stamp out" disease
in man and in beast 1 "Stamping out" looks defiance at God's permission, instead of being humbled under His mighty hand, and seeking His prevention. The scourge still remains as the witness of God
~gainst us.
We bless the Lord, although the shadows predominate, there is still
some bright light. He has His remnant left in this guilty nation, and
some faithful ministers to declare unto Zion that her God liveth, and
that He is doing among the armies of heaven, and the inhabitants of
the earth, whatsoever He pleaseth.
I was lately much grieved in reading the annual so-called" harvest
thanksgiving," or rather, flower, fruit, and root show, held where for,
twenty years, in my young days, I had attended. The" service was
fully choral," a select choir and four clergymen engaged in offering Cain's
offering (Gen. iv. 3, 5), which was not accepted, nor will be accepted,
by God, as not being the one only appointed offering of acceptance
by Him. Could these men experience what the writer has realized in
'that place, under the ministry of dear Mr. ROBERT PHILIPS, and Mr.
THOMAS HARE, and other good men of God, methinks shame would fill
them, and the lash of conscience scourge them. Some of my best times
were under their ministry, and especially Thursday nights, when it was
a hallowed, consecrated spot to my soul.
The love of God in my heart is the best mover of thankfulness for
all His mercies, temporal and spiritual, ever keeping in view the offering of Him who once offered Himself to take away the sins of His
people, as my only acceptance.
The Lord appears to be so fast housing His children, and among them
so many of His ministers. We are left to mourn our great loss in the
departure of Mr. VARDER, after nineteen years' ministerial labours
among us. We feel left in a widowed state, dependent on "supplies,"
which are scarce, who can go before, leading on and on in the precious truths of God'R Word-into "the green pastures beside the still
waters." When the Lord opens the Sabbath morning with His presence
in wrestling prayer for His blessing on the minister, and on the services
of His house, mAllowing my soul with His sacred dew and gracious,
unctuous favours, I feel this a preparation-a sort of "going before"
introduction of the minister, and a pledge that his labours will be
blessed among us. Oft has this been experienced under our late Pastor.
A sanctified early service, with the" cord drawings" unto Himself; the
soul's outpourings in fervent prayer; tears of gratitude for His unnumbered mercies flowing from a melted heart, ushered in the morning light,
with earnest longings to be found at the banquet in His house; and I
have not been disappointed of a good day, and found, generally, that
Pastor and many hearers have found it good to be there.
Dearly do I love the "cord drawings" in prayer-the sweet outflowings of soul in the petitions of the preacher-like to like in the
power and harmony of God's Spirit. It seems to forecast the coming
subject with the blessed assurance, "Some 'handfuls of purpose' will
fall for me to-day." Aye, and it ties the minister so closely to ('Iur heart
that, if we have never seen him before, we now see, and realize,. in
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him the Master's likeness, and His spiri~ of grace, humility, and love.
Nearness in prayer proves oneness in spirit---an earnes~ already in the
hear~, we believe, both for speaker and hearer. It is this precious
reality, and the life of God within, that cause such earnest longings
for the services of His house, and the blessings of the Sabbath, to be
experienced by us. His presence makes it a consecrated spot. Who
can describe the beauty and spirit of holiness in spiritual worship ~
The old love seems to come back, and espousal days again renewed, in
the manifested« newness of life in Christ Jesus" unto our souls. Old
as we feel, every such season renews our spiritual strength and youthful
vigour-as Dr. WATTS sings, "makes us young again." Ah! it is the
fresh spring flow of living waters springing up into everlast.ing lifean hallowed enclosure having the glory of God in its midst. Close
prayer means a near God-the answers before we call-the felt anointing and blessed dew softenings. Oh, how low-very low-the exhibit
of flowers, &c., in God's house appears in comparison! It looks a
wretched disgrace.
" None but Jesus, none but Jesus,
Can do helpless sinners good."
A truly thankful heart must have the grace of thankfulness within,
with the feeling of unworthiness of the least of God's mercies. " A
Q.ry crust and a precious Christ! " How it outlooks all fleshly exhibits
-outward expressions--which may tempt the feelings of the needy poor,
instead of moving gratitude and thankfulness in the heart. Were the
spiritual more than the natural, these things would not be seen. " God
is a Spirit," and must be worshipped in spirit, and any substitute not
spiritual cannot be pleasing in His sight. Spiritual profit is in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, increasing more and more in our daily
experience.
For our temporal mercies we ever desire to feel grateful, and to be
kept always sensible of the Lord's favour in bestowing them on us.
But thp food of the soul must be spiritual, and Christ in all things
must have the pre·eminence.
We admire nature, and God's great power and wisdom in His vast
~reation, and doubt not but every part is full of instruction, to raise
our thoughts, that they may ascend up to Himself, if we have enlightened
~nderstandings; but do not see that any part should be allowed attention in the house of God to draw the mind away from Him. "Jesus
Christ and Him crucified," bless the Lord, is an ever new subjectsoul-satisfying and soul-ennobling.
What so suited for" harvest thanksgiving" as the" first glory sheaf,"
presented by a living faith at the throne of sovereign mercy ~ God
bas respect to this offering and the offerer. The Lamb accepted, the
fruits of earth rejected. Thousands and tens of thousands may differ.
Soul-matters are personal; God's commands are personal; and when He
says, "Follow thou Me," we may be sure it is a safe path, whereon
never one has ever failed realizing spiritual success and comfort.
,So near the close of my life, divine acceptance, in the Person and offering of Christ, of my person and the fruits of living faith must be accepted
by God, no other availing with Him. As the end nears, the vital import-
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ance nea.rs, and it runs into my heart as the one great need for peace
and satisfaction.
Cain's offering begets Cain's spirit, and with one no better, "sin
lieth at our door" unpardoned. Church and chapel adornings are not
"the one thing needful." They may engender pride in the hearts of
those who go there to admire the performance, but a faith's view of
Christ shows the vanity and folly of the creature in all such attempt~.
May writer and reader have the bright shining of the Sun of
Righteousness daily increasing in our hearts, discovering the growing
darkness and increasing departure from God's Word in this awful, delusive, deceptive, and Satan-pleasing day, both "being preserved in
Christ Jesus," and kept unto the fulness of His glory.
In passing into our seventy-seventh year, and feeling thankful unto
the Lord for His numberless mercies, and bringing us so near home,
these "clouds without water" are before us, and we feel drought and
barrenness will result, and it may be, a famine of spiritual bread.
Ah! how many are the places now where the glory is departed! Alas t
alas! the portentious omen! The late dear Mr. ROBERT PHILIPS used
to say, "It is all coming." Forty years have since passed. What would
he now say if living ~ Yeovil in his day was a highly.favoured townthree, if not more, faithful preachers of God's Gospel; but the shadows
were forecast even then.
Bless the Lord, in passing down and passing off the stage of time,
our days are sometimes so brightened with the prospect before us, that
we feel absorbed in the endearing thought of being "absent from the
body, and present with the Lord," the inward witness, the living secret,
the alaiding testimony, giving out and giving into my sou], with much
power, the all-satisfying consolation that it is with me well. " Believing,
we rejoice with joy unspeakable, and full of glory."
May the Lord abundantly bless you with increased nearness unto
Himself, and, if His will, a jubilee in the highest and best sense.
Bless and praise His holy name for increasing, and still continuing,
His blessings on your labours of love by your pen-denied one favour,
enriched with another.
The dear " Wayside Notes" still retain their morning freshness
and drawing sweetness, and the "Pilgrim Papers" do not leave the
weary pilgrims without the staff of soul-supporting truth on their
journey. "Dew-Drops" often mellow and refresh the heart, and the
m~ny spiritual contributions harmonize in the one exalted privilege of
bringing Christ and His 'word foremost to the foreground. " J e,sus
Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever."
To this end may the GOSPEL MAGAZINE continue through many ages,
far and wide spreading the Gospel of the grace of Christ, the kingdom
of God within us, is the earnest desire and prayer of my heart.
Yours in the best bonds,
Yeovil, October 28th, 1889.
JOHN BARBER.
P.S.-Since writing the foregoing, my GOSPEL MAGAZINE is to hand.
I feel truly sorry for Mr. COWELT. that, so soon upon Mrs, COWELL'S
late affliction, his two daughters should be laid by. It appears that the
Lord will keep His children near to Himself by means of His own
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appointmep.t; and, however grievous to the flesh, will ultimately speak
His wisdom in the choice, and His children's good in the result. May
the streams that make glad God's city copiously flow into their hearts,
enabling each to "lie passive in His hands," knowing that "He is too
wise to err, and too good to be unkind." Not a day too long, not a pain
too manv. Our God is the God of order.
I felt·surprised in reading of your being enabled to preach again,
and intending to return to Beclminster, and resume your ministerial
labours occasionally. May the Lord bless, strengthen, and comfort you
in the same. Mr. COWELL and yourself lie too near the hearts of
God's dear children to fail of their prayers. May they be answered
in the restoration of the dear affiicted ones, and the gracious support
of the needv.-J. B.
LOVE-GREETINGS.

To the Editor of the Gospel iWagazine.
My DEAR FRIEND AND BROTHER IN CHRIST,-It is now a long time
since I heard from you. Your last is dated, I find, August 17th. I
hope "no news is good news" with you.
We are still in the furnace. My dear wife is no better, and I have
been obliged to be very careful, through breaking another blood-vessel.
Through mercy I am better, and as well as I can expect to be. My
dear wife has been greatly supported. She tells me that one promise
has never left her entirely-" I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee."
Many of the Lord's people with whom we are acquainted are in
affiiction, our mutual friend "G. C." amongst the number. The Lord
sees fit to cause His ~eople to pass through deep waters, and experience
sharp conflicts. It is the old beaten path.

.

"The favomed saints of God,
His messengers and seers,
The narrow path have trod
'Mid sins, and doubts, and fears."
And when faith is in exercise, and we are in our right mind, we dare
not wish for a smoother road.
" Though flesh dislikes the way,
Yet faith approves it well."
We shall always find we are in good company, and able by these
exercises to test· our real character. "The deeper their sorrow, the
louder they'll sing." It is our mercy to know "the Lord liveth";
"the Lord reigneth"; "the Lord knoweth 11 ; that He is at the head
of all our affairs; and the more faith is in exercise upon His promises
the better, and thus be enabled to leave all in His hands. Perplexities,
SOlTOWS, and trials must be ours, but it is sweet to draw comfort from
a feeling sense of our security, which was settled before we were born.
We should be despondent indeed, if we had not the precious truths
of God, and our personal interest in them, for our support. Still, I
know that we are all apt to look at the dark side, like David, when

760

.The Gospel M ag-azine.

he said, "Is His mercy clean gone for ever 7" or like Habakkuk,
when the' Lord intimated the judgment He intended to bring upon the
nations-" My belly trembled; my lips quivered at the voice; rottenness entered into my bones, and I trilmbled in myself, that I might rest
in the day of trouble." This was flesh and sense; but when faith came
to be exercised, he was enabled to say, "Although the fig tree shall
not blossom," &c., "yet will I rejoice in the God of my salvation."
Alas! alas! what poor doubting creatures we all are ! We need to
listen to the poet's exhortation" Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust Him for His grace;
Behind a frowning providence
He hides a smiling face."
Yes, our dear covenant Father and God in Christ always wears a
smiling face to us, though providence may seem to frown. Well do we
know that "God moves in a mysterious way."
We are nearing the end of the year, and stilI we are spared. The
aspect of the times seems much the same, if not darker than it was,
and will be worse. I quite despair of any change for the better in the
National Church. With the exception of the Strict Baptists, these
abide by the truth, and a few of the old-fashioned Independents. Dark
indeed are the prospects of the godly Evangelical party within the
Church. The list of appointments to livings shows where we are drifting, and it would seem that the prospects are next to hopeless of those
who identify themselves with the principles of the Reformation.
It is suggested by some that such extremes as now exist in the
National Church should be allowed to remain. If this is conceded, the
Evangelical section will diminish year by year, as the Bishops, with rare
exceptions, are Ritualists. Out of the twenty thousand clergymen in the
Established Church, very few would be found to make the stand the noble
two thousand five hundred did in the days of Charles n., who threw up
their livings rather than lend themselves to the Papists, and the tyrannical Act of Uniformity. Yet, if we credit what is said at the recent
Church Conferences, we are invited to believe that the National Church
was never so prosperous or active; but I look in vain for anything in
the speeches showing the smallest spark of spiritual life. The immense
wealth of the Church, its connection with the State, and its hold upon
the nobility and gentry, give it a mighty power. By the influence it
commands, it would seem that "money answereth all things." She
is fast returning from whence she came, for the Church before the
Reformation was previously Popish. It was pruned at the time, and
it is to be regretted that it was not pruned sufficiently. Still, there is
nothing happening but what was foretold, for the present aspect is
described in 2 Thessalonians ii.
Our only weapon is prayer that the Lord wilI, of His mercy, remove
the evils, and grant a bestowal of the blessings needed, for Christ's
sake. May the Eternal Spirit clothe the truth with power, and apply
it, for a return to Bible truth and Bible practices is a blessing we need
bestowed upon us as a nation. A baptism of the Holy Ghost seems to
be a vital need in the Church at the present time. Oh, that the Lord,
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in His mercy, may grant us this favour, that we may return again to
the days of our spiritual youth (Rev. ii. 4, 5). More of Christ-even
the Christ of God-felt and preached, and more of His Spirit manifested,
is a blessing we cannot too ardently crave.
May "the Lord make His face to shine upon you, and be gracious
unto you, that He would lift up His countenance upon you, and give
you peace," that you may be spared to "take forth the precious from
the vile," and be as a mouth-piece for a Triune Jehovah to the readers
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
With our united Christian love and best wishes for you and yours,
and may He sweetly seal home His precious promises to your soul's
comfort and prosperity, believe me, dear brother,
Yours in covenant relationship,
Lee, October 26th, 1889.
GEORGE A. NORTHOVER.
COllfMENTS.
Deeply do we sympathize with you, dear brother, in the continued
illness of your dear wife, and in the renewed attack of which you yourself have been the subject. May the Lord overrule it for good. Indeed,
this we are persuaded He is already doing, for the testimonies that are
to be of any real value to the household of faith must be those
that come out of the flood and the fire. It is the furnace-waTT" that
prompts, under the precious anointing of the Holy Ghost, to such statements and declarations as meet the case3 of the tried, the tempted, the
sin-burdened and Satan-harassed. If walking in smooth paths, and
freed for a season from weight and care of some sort or other, there is
but little power, unction, dew, N savour, with the testimony; but,
when it comes hot from the furnace of fiery trial, it is attended with a
warmth-a freshness-an adaptation-that is special, pointed, comes home
-flows from the heart to the heart. And how blessed-how distinctive
-is this! What a blending attends it! What a cementing and sealing
of heart to heart-soul to soul! Then is understood-and that most
blessedly and experimentally-the disciples' meaning, "Did not our
heart [, heart,' not hearts! Oh, the oneness! the identity!] bum within
us whilst He talked with us by the way, and opened to us the Scrip-tures ~ " These, beloved brother, are the secrets of the family, the
which none can comprehend or understand but those who are taught
of the Lord Himself.
You speak, dear brother, not only of yourself, but of dear GEORGE
COWELL, as being in affliction. This only confirms what has just been
expressed in regard to trial and Fatherly discipline. Neither he nor
you could write as you do, were you not both familiar with trouble.
It is this that instrumentally inspires. This causes the water to spring
up, and the ink to flow, and the reader reaps the benefit. How sweet
the outflowings and the overflowings of a heart charged from on high!
How precious the love-bedewings and the grace-enkindlings! How
timely and how Christ-endearing those sweet whispers of love and tenderness of which you speak, in your dear afflicted wife's case-" I will
never leave thee, nor forsake thee." What a pledge! How full-large
-comprehensive! What a plea with which to approach the mercyseat! Ah! how invaluable the reminder, upon such grounds, "And
3 D
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Thou saidst, I will surely do thee good." vVe sometimes ask the Lord
for a word, telling Him the very purpose for which we ask it, namely,
that we may come again before Him with that very word as our ground
of argument why we should be heard. We love to come before Him
with these our" strong reasons."
We ask Him how we can better
plead with Him than upon the warrant of His own promise 7 and we
delight to tell Him, " Tbou art not a man, that Thou shouldst lie; nor
the son of man, that Thou shouldst repent." Such are the depths down
into which, from time to time, we pass, and such the darkness with
which we have to grapple, that, but for these pleas and arguments, we
know not what we should do.
True, dear brother, well do you say, " When faith is in exercise, and
we are in our right minds, there is no wishing for a smoother path."
"He led their feet far wandering round;
'Twas the right road to Canaan's ground."
We so often think, and sometimes have quoted, the words of dear
ARTHUR TRIGGs. "The path may seem crooked now," said he, "but
by-and-bye it will appear straight as an arrow." Yes, beloved, we shall
then see that He has indeed "led us by the [not a, but THE] right
way, that we might go to a city of habitation." Not a crook nor a
<:ross that was not needed, nor a rough or rugged path that could
have been dispensed with.
Oh, that we could" leave all in His hands"! Oh, to be the subjects
of a sacred stillness and stayedness! "It is the Lord; let Him do as
seemeth Him good." "Not as we will, but as Thou wilt, Lord." \\ha
it sweet calmness, and how blessed the surrender, when we can thus
"be still and know that He is God". But this is His own work-this
the Spirit's alone doing. vVe cannot, by any mere effort of the creature,
reach this blessed standard. Well did dear TOPLADY sing"Sweet to lie passive in His hands,
And know no will but His."
Yes, indeed, we are "too apt to look at the dark side." Shame,
shame on us that it should be so, after all He has proved Himself
to be, as tl:.e wise, gracious, faithful, patient, forbearing, and all-sufficient God! It is what we have personally proved Him to be that
renders our ingratitude and distrust so much the more flagrant and
God-dishonouring! It is not in ignorance, but against so much light
and love, that we thus sin and transgress.
Ah! yes, the aspect of the times does appear still darker and darker.
An apathy and a blindness seem to have befallen those in authority,
if not an absolute wilfulness. We, too, despair of any improvement
or a better· state of things in the Church. When we see the Bishops
so openly break the law, and run so directly counter to their ordination vows, what can be expected but lawlessness and faithlessness upon
the part of the clergy 7 Well do you say, dear brother, that their
appointments prove the real character of those who are pledged to
promote the real interests and defence of the Establishment. Their
rejoicing in the progress of the Church to which they are professedly
attached is vague in the extreme, inasmuch as it consists in externals.

.
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They base their arguments as to progress upon the number of c::mdidates for confirmation, or communicants, whereas, if the character of
such were thoroughly investigated upon Scripture grounds, how sad
would be the result of such scrutiny J
You speak, dear brother, of the Strict Baptists; but, alas! hold the
truth as they may doctrinally, yet the bickering and hair-splitting
among them is most lamentable. We grieve over it, as from time to
time it comes before us. We thought it rather remarkable that, by
the same post that brought your acceptable letter, came one from a
Baptist minister, asking whether a reprint of Dr. GILL'S Commentary
could not be produced at a lower rate than that at which we published
it; whereas, not only did we issue it at about one-third the price at
which, as a rule, it could be obtained, but there were positively those
who declined subscribing for it because it was about to be published
by a Churchman ! We were, at the same time, pledged to produce a
verbatim edition, the which we did. If this were not bigotry, we
know not the meaning of the word. What, however, are we to learn
from these things but the important lesson of "Cease ye from man;
whose breath is in his nostrils" ~
With respect to the reputed immense wealth of the Church, a great
misunderstanding exists. Its unequal distribution is the real ground of
objection. As with the Irish Church, so with that in England. Were
its funds equally divided, from the bishop to the curate, the income
would scarcely amount to .£200 a year. There are thousand.. of socalled Incumbents whose yearly stipend does not average .£100, ami
yet, in their capacity, so much is expected from them as helpers of
their poor parishioners. On the other hand, consider what are the
incomes of the Nonconformist ministers, as appointed over fashionable
congregations. .£700 and .£800 a year. The papers lately stated that,
at a certain chapel north of London, no less a sum than £50,000 had
been expended. £5,000 has just been spent upon a Congregational
chapel in Southampton, the only additional space (the side and back
walls being the same, as well as the same roof) being sixteen feet.
Hence the expenditure, for the most part, in ornamentation.
'Ve quite agree with you that, humanly speaking, it is to be regretted
that, at the time of the Reformation, the severance was not more
thorough. Then, again, the remembrance that all was ordered of God
for the full display, in His own time, of His wisdom, love, and power,
suggests to us the need of that sacred stillness which alone can possess
the soul with a calm waiting upon and watching His wonder-working
hand. Adored be His great and holy name" All must come, ana last, ana ena,

As shall please our Heavenly Friend."
He will suffer no defeat! He" will work, and none shall let" or
hinder.
"His purposes shall ripen fast,
Unfolding every hour;
The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flower."
He has neither forgotten His people nor forsaken the earth.
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words He lovingly spoke to your own dear wife, III the midst of her
weakness' and prostration, He has spoken, He does speak, and He
will speak, to His every child-to each member of the household of
faith-" I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee." With respect, then,
to the whole of His dispensations, may we have grace to give heed to
the words of the poet"Tarry His pleasure, then;
And though He tarry, wait;
The promise may be long delayed,
. But cannot come too late."
THE EDITOR.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-With a heart full of grat.itude to our loving
Father.God, for His many mercies to me and my three fatherless sons,
we send the subjoined letters for your kind insertion. We cannot help
expressing our sorrow in not being able to send you £5 for a fresh
supply of your valuable writings, as our funds are very low at present,
but trust that the Lord of Hosts will incline the hearts of some of His
children to send all the help they can.
FROM CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA.
le I must send you a few lines to thank you sincerely for the parcel
of tracts you so kindly send me from time to time. They are very useful in my work amongst soldiers, and are appreciated by them.
"I was sorry to see that your dear husband has been called away
from you, but your loss is his gain. The Lord had need of him above,
and I am sure you did not murmur, knowing that 'absence from the
body is presence with the Lord.' What a blessed prospect for God's
children!
" May you be spared to carry on the good work, and be richly blessed
in your own soul and in the work."
FRO1\! A LARGE NAVAL STATION.
"I have been enabled, by the assistance of kind friends, to supply
parcels of books, &c., to a number of ships at the West Indies, to
crews proceeding to East India, and other stations; also the troop-ships,
up to the pre~ent date, November 6th, 1889. I am now out of matter,
and should be thankful for a box.
" We are now just in the height of the trooping season, and the
various ships' companies are being changed at most of the foreign ports.
I feel that it is only those who are constantly moving about amongst
the men, that can in any way judge how much the magazines are appreciated and read. Only last night, on H.M.S. - - , some men came
forward to thank me for books I had lent them during the late review.
Others, so-called infidels, thanked me, and requested a further supply,
assuring me that, when at sea, they were read with interest and delight.
This morning, a book called 'Precious Things' was returned. The man
said he had read and re-read it, and it had been a great blessing to
his soul."
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FROM A LARGE SEAPOR~
" Can you assist me with a supply of reading for distribution among
our sailors ~ Your last gift is all distributed far and wide."
"The welcome box of reading has safely arrived, and its contents are
rapidly being packed into handy parcels to be placed on board ship,
and soon will be in the hands of our brave seamen, acting as lights
to guide them into the paths of righteousness. Your gifts are truly invaluable. Without your kind aid my work would often languish."
FROM THE MARINERS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
_ "May we again ask you for some Gospel tracts and books 1 The last
are all gone. If you have 'lmy of Dr. DOUDNEY'S books to spare, they
will be very acceptable, though anything you send is sure to be good. Tl
CHRISTMAS, 1889.-To ALL FRIENDS OF THE SOLDIER AND SAILOR.
In the name of our loving Saviour, whose coming to us as the
Infant Jesus we hope soon to commemorate, we appeal now very
urgently and very heartily for a special Christmas gift, to enable us to
send a Christmas parcel and a bound volume to our dear soldiers,
sailors, lighthouse-keepers, &c. We could then send a larger stock of
bound books for libraries than we do at present. We now appeal in
all earnestness and faith to those who love the soldier and sailor,
remembering that their temptations are many; and we are sure that
many of them are His loved ones in whose name we make this
appeal, and who will be pleased and honoured by every true-hearted
response.
I am, dear Dr. DOUDNEY, yours in the service of the King,
ANN E. BRIDER.
Old Gaol Mission Hall, Salisbury, November 16th, 1889.
[Through the kind contributions of several friends, a supply of booklets
has been sent to Mrs. BRIDER since the above letter came to hand.-ED.]
THE LATE DR. HAWKER.
IN a letter of the late beloved Dr. HAWKER, written under date Sep·
tember 13th, 1824-with a sight of which we have been favoured-he

sa~~~fmy dear children wish to know how

it fares with their affectionate
father, I would say thus-All is well! 'To me to live is Christ, and
to die will be my gain.' I this day enter, speaking after the manner of
the prophets, I In the sixth month, and the first day of the month,
came the word of the Lord unto me,' &c. Three-score years and eleven
and five months of another year, the arithmetic of my life counts; and,
I having obtained help
of God, I continue unto this day.' Yesterday,
had you seen me and heard me, both morning and night, you would
have beheld and noticed the same animation of strength as forty years
since."
The beloved Dr. HAWKER lived two years and a half after this,
being buried on the day on which (had he lived) he would have completed his seventy-fourth year.-Gospel Magazine, Old Number.
3D2
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THE EDITOR TO HIS READERS.
My DEAR READERS,-I promised in my last to give' you some particulars about my return to Bristol. I will endeavour now to do so,' as
briefly as possible. About the middle of last year, when passing up the
Southampton Water on board one of the steamers, I was accompanied
by the Rev. R. J. NOYES, who has occupied this vicarage and officiated
in my stead, during my absence from the parish. I had just made
the 'remark to him, ., I do not wish to be impatient, but I should like
to know the Lord's mind about my return," when a young man, not
knowing what I had just expressed, having recognized me, halted, and
said, "I heard you preach, many years ago, in your own church, from
the words, C Be not faithless, but believing.'" I was struck with theincident, nor do I think I ever felt more rebuked for my distrust and
want of childlike dependence upon the Lord, who had been such a
ceaseless Friend and Leader, Guardian and Guide, Protector and. Provider, all my life long. The conversation of my stranger-friend was such
as deeply to interest me and to beget a special interest, insomuch that
when, some two or three months since, he wrote to me from the neighbourhood of Godalming \about an hour's run by rail from Southsea), to
invite me to a plain and simple harvest-thanksgiving service there, I
could not refuse. Some particulars of my visit will be found in an
article in the Old Jonathan for November, entitled, Cc A Visit to a Walkingstick Factory." Being pressed to say a few words at the tea-meeting held
upon the occasion, I, for the first time, felt that I could speak without
difficulty or any after ill-effects. This fact was what first caused me to
hope that I should be allowed again to minister in my dear Lord and
Master's name. Hence I returned to Southsea with a cheered and
gladdened heart. Thi,s feeling was intensified by the fact spoken of in
my last, namely, the visit to my dear second Son at Plymouth, where,
under his approval as a doctor, I accepted dear Mr. HAWKER'S invitation again to take the pulpit so long occupied by my. late beloved brotherin-law. As previously intimated, what I felt, both at the time of
preaching and afterwards, I never can express. I felt, as it were, in a
new world. It seemed as though I had taken a fresh lease of life.
Never, never did the work of the Lord appear more sacred, more
privileged, more to outvie and throw completely into the shade every
other engagement and all creature occupations or services. It was a
very 'heaven upon earth. It was felt to be so decidedly, unquestionably,
emphatically, a divine commission. There was attached to it a sweetness,
a power, a satisfaction perfectly indescribable. It was felt to be the
highest honour, the most sacred privilege, the greatest gift, the Lord
God of Israel could bestow, next to one's own personal salvation. The
nearest approach to the latter was the most gracious and condescending
commission, " Go, speak My words unto them."
Well, dear readers, from the two-fold fact I have just mentioned, I
was raised to hope that I should, in due time, once more return to
my parish, and again realize the distinguishing mercy and the high
privilege of ministering to my dear people. Thil? great privilege was
vouchsafed to me last evening, upon the occasion of the gathering
together of our Sunday Sc!J.ools for their thirtieth anniversary. The
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renewed spectacle of a crowded church would have been perfectly overcoming to. me, the, more especially under the circumstances, if so be the
Lord had not kindly given heed to my ardent request and earnest
craving at His hand, that He would give me calmness and self-possession,
as well as bodily strength for the occasion. Apart from the largennss
()f the gathering then and there assembled, there were facts in connection therewith of the most touching character, and which, but for the
Lord's great goodness and mercy, would have completely unnerved my
so sensitive nature. One of the oldest of my parochial friends was
present, who had just undergone the very saddest of bereavements,
which, in itself, could but call vividly to remembrance what I myself,
during my connection with the parish, had likewise undergone in that
particular. Another who, throughout my ministrations in that church,
had occupied a pew hard by the pulpit, had only the day before consigned to the silent grave the remains of a beloved sister. Another
constant attendant at the church had, during my absence, been called
to surrender his long and deeply-afflicted wife. Another, her husband,
apparently the halest of men. Two of the church officials had been
(JaIled to severe bereavements. As I sat, during the reading of the
prayers, these facts passed before me, coupled wi~h the very varied
scenes during my many years' connection with the parish, and the now
totally changed attendance and aspect of the congregation. These different
combinations necessitated the earnest and ardent appeal for calmness
and composure, in the prospect of once again venturing to the pulpit
I had for upwards of eighteen months vacated. This the Lord was
pleased to vouchsafe to me, although present personal enjoyment was
withheld whilst engaged in preaching. Perhaps this was in mercy, for
had I realized this, under the then existing circumstances, I believe it is
more than probable I should have been overcome. Hence, the Lord was
pleased to answer prayer for composure, but not in my way. I wanted
both calmness and comfort. This was not granted. Still I desire to
bless, praise, and adore Him, that I have been so greatly indulged and
highly favoured as once again to stand ap-and that in my own pulpit
-in His ever-blessed and great and glorious name-a privilege I
have for many months feared would never be mine again to realize.
And now, dear readers, in perfect ignorance of what may be the
'Lord's mind in regard to the length or duration of my remaining timestate, I desire simply and entirely to fall into His blessed hands, with
a "Thy will be done." I wish increasingly to feel that "I am not my
()wn, but bought with a price "; and I pray that the little residue of
my days may be more and more devoted to Him and His most glorious
kingdom and cause. This-this is my ardent wish and desire.
THE EDITOR.
St. Luke's Vicarage, Totterdown, Bristol, Novembm' 18th, 1889.
THE late J UHN THORNTON says, in writing to CHARLES SIMEON, of
Cambridge, that there are three lessons a minister has to learn-first,
humility; secondly, humility; thirdly, humility. How long are we
learning the true nature of Christianity! Oh, thanks to our meek and
lowly Teacher, how ,He bears with us !
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THE BISHOP OF LIVERPOOL.

WE would call the special attention of our readers to the annexed utterances of Dr. RYLE. Whilst we deeply sympathize with him (as already
expressed in this Magazine) in his recent loss of so excellent a lady and
remarkable a helpmeet, we earnestly hope he will forego the veriest
thought of resigning his see. These are not the times for such men to·
vacate their posts-posts of the highest importance-the forsaking of
which, under present circumstances especially, would, in all human
probability, be attended with the saddest results. Very, very few are
the men who have spoken out as the Bishop of Liverpool has done.
But few upon the Episcopal bench but what follow the times, and betray
a lamentable want of a sacred jealousy for Bible truth, and a corresponding zeal for the divine honour of the Triune J ehovah. The Bishop
said : Since we met last year, as you all know, a heavy blow has fallen on my
household, after three years of ceaseless anxiety, which obliges me to>
consider very seriously my position as your Bishop, and to speak plainly
to you about it. It is needless to l'emind you that I have reached an age
when a man's "natural force is abated," and he can no longer do the
things that he used to do. At such an age, such a loss as that which I
was called, in the wise providence of God, to sustain last April, must
needs tell on anyone with peculiar power, and I am conscious that it has
told on me. In short, I feel the time cannot be very far distant when
the work of this diocese will oblige me either to resign my office, or to>
obtain the aid of a suffragan. I will not plead guilty to laziness or love
of ease, and, if I know my own heart, I had rather die in harneEs than let
business fall into arrear, and would rather wear out than rust out. But
the oversight of 1,200,000 Lancashire souls, and of a huge city like Liverpool, is no sinecure at the end of this busy nineteenth century.
After speaking upon many things connected with his diocese, and
condemning in the strongest terms the proposed monastic brotherhoods.,
upon the all-important subjects of preaching, and the authenticity of the
sacred Word, the Bishop says:The popular sermon in this day is far too often a mere exhibition of
intellectual fireworks, very pleasant to the many hearers who only like
temporary excitement, and dislike any preaching which pricks their consciences and makes them uncomfortable, but utterly destitute of distinct
doctrine, and powerless to move hearts or affect lives. In short, a "down
grade" theology is spreading, and is popular everywhere, and earnestness
and cleverness are the idols of the day. As to practical religion, the ten.
commandments seem forgotten, except the sixth and the eighth. The
shocking indifference constantly exhibited about fornication and adultery,
and the total disregard of the Sabbath among myriads of all classes, both
rich and poor, are melancholy evidences that I speak the truth. All this
is very sad.' There is a God in heaven who sees all that is going on, and
takes account. There is a judgment day, and a world behind the grave.
What will the end be?
Let me earnestly entreat my brethren in the ministry, both as their
Bishop and an elder brother, to endeavour to understand the times, and to>
be bold and faithful witnesses for God's truth. Yes, witnesses. You can.not
convert men, and give them eyes to see or hearts to feel. The Holy Ghost
alone can do that. But you can be witnesses. Stand fast, both in public
and in private, even if you stand alone. But you will not stand alone.
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I thank God there are hundreds of godly lay Chmchmen who will stand
by you to·the last. Stand fast in the old belief that the whole Bible, from
Genesis to Revelation, was given by inspiration of God, and that the
historical facts recorded in the Old Testament are all credible and true.
Do not be shaken by the vague assertions and big swelling words of those
who sneer at everything supernatuTal, and talk about "the laws of nature,
the discoveries of science, and the results of modern Cl·iticism."
As to the facts mentioned in Genesis, wa may be content to stand by
the side of Christ and the Apostles. They, at any rate, repeatedly refer
to them in the New Testament as real, genuine, authentic, true history.
Were they likely to be deceived? Did not they know? The very supposition is blasphemy. I think we may rest satisfied with our old.fashioned
views. We may safely continue to believe that Noah, Abraham, Isaac,
and .Jacob were real persons, and that the events mentioned in Genesis
were not myths or pleasing roma-nces, but really took place.
As to the results of modern criticism, whether German or British, it
will be time enough to consider them when the cTitics are all of one mind.
At present they are hopelessly disagreed, and we may safely wait. We need
not be frightened when some men coolly tell us that Moses, and David,
and Solomon never W1'ote anything at all, or prune away book after book
out of the Bible, as if they would improve and reduce the dear old Book
into a skeleton. We can afford to wait.
Well and wisely says Bishop ELLlcoTT,1;timself no mean critic-"There
al'e no 'well-established results of Biblical criticism,' save those old and
fundamental truths which modern thought is trying to explain away and
to modify. There has been, indeed, no lack of unverified assertions tha-t
from time to time have claimed to be established results; but true Biblical
criticism knows them not. Nay, they are ah-eady becoming antiquated by
the very science on which they have been supposed secmely to rest"
(Gloucester Diocese Conference, 1888).
The Bishop a,lds:Stand fast in the maintenance of the grand old dogmatic truths which
have been the glory of the Church of England for the last three centuries
-the truths which were first drawn from the Scriptures, and then embalmed in her Creeds, Articles, and Prayer-Book. ,Beware of watering
them down in order to suit the taste of modern times. Worldly men may
say that they are effete, worn out, and not fitted to the nineteenth century.
Ask them, in reply, to show you any other religion which is doing real good
to ma-nkind. Semi-sceptics and half-and-half Christians may say that they
cannot get over the many difficulties of revealed religion. Tell them, in
reply, that the difficulties of unbelief are far greater than the difficulties of
faith.

Well dJes the Bishop say : Challenge them boldly to show anythinJ which SlLpp01·ts souls i/l, the day of
bereavement, on the bed of sickness, or in the hou?' of death, except old.
fashioned d l!fmatic Ch1"isti'Inity. Stand fast in the maintenance of a high
standard of practical religion, and never be ashamed of regarding the ten
commandments as the Christian's best rule of life and test of true faith.
Resist every attempt to change om old English Sunday into a Continental
one, and to injure the workmg classes by throwing open picture galleries
and museums on Sundays. So long as the fourth commandment is part
of the Decalogue, and is read every week in our most solemn ante-Communion Office ~y the clergy, and so long as the people are desired to pray
that God would "incline their hearts to keep this law," as well as the
sixth and'eighth-so long the feet of defenders of the old English Sunday
stand on very firm ground.
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I will detain you no longer. I have already trespassed too long on your
attention.. But the evening of my life draws near, and I am not likely
to have many more opportunities of addressing the diocese collectively.
"The time will come," said St. Paul, "when men will not endure sound
doctrine" (2 Tim. iv. 3) I fear that time draws very near. But I trust
there never will be a day when the Churchmen of Lancashire will loose
their hold on the truths of the Gospel, and cease to "contend earnestly
for the faith which was once delivered to the saints" (J ude 3). If it
were my last word, I would say, as dying Sir HENRY LAWRENCE said,
in the cantonments of Lucknow-" Never, never, never surrender!"

THE EDITOR'S PROPOSED THANK-OFFERING.
IN reference to my expressing a desire, in our last Number, to present
a th~nk-offering to the Lord for the aboundings and superaboundings
of HIS mercy towards me for the well-nigh fifty years I have been permitted to conduct this Magazine, my mind was drawn to Hornsey,
because, as intimated, it has been rendered a most sacred spot to me
from the fact that, with one exception, the remains of the entire of my
first family lie mouldering there. Not only so, but that graveyard
has been rendered sacred in consequence of the seasons I have expe.
rienced there. Upon a 'Certain tomb I have sat, time after time, and,
Whilst, seeking to be indulged with communion with the Lord, and a full
reconciliation to His holy mind and will, there were moments when
hope would present itself that He had divine purposes and intentions
in regard to myself and His heavenly service. The thought of this would
not only divert me, for the time being, from the bereavements which
I had so repeatedly been called to undergo, but inspired me with a
sacred rejoicing at the thought of being called into the service of so great
and gracious a Lord and Master. No words can express what I felt
in this particular. I felt then, as I testify now, that there is no work
like the Lord's work. No occupation or engagement can for one moment
compare with that for, and on the behalf of, so good and gracious a
God. Upon this fact I can by no means lay too great a stress. Most
truly can I assert that the longer I was permitted to minister, the more
did I prize the privilege.
.
It was upon one of the mornings on which, as usual, I had repaired to
that sacred spot, that I was arrested with the all-important question, "Why
seek the living among the dead 1 [She] is not here, but risen." That
not only diverted me from my accustomed habit of visiting my family
grave, but possessed me with a greater uplifting of heart, and a more
ardent desire to be wholly engaged in the work of the Lord. When I proposed that my thank-offering, as far as the sacred associations of Hornsey
were concerned, should take the course I named, it was not with the least
intention whatever of furthering High Churchil:lm. I had good reason to
believe that no such spirit would be encouraged. I trust my readers will
have had too many years' knowledge of my principles to imagine that I
would for one moment lend myself, either directly or indiractly, to pretensions or practices which I utterly abhor. I 4ave not a particle of
aym,pathy for Romanism, H.itualism, or anything approaching it. If my
readers would know what my principles are in practice, let them ascertaJu,
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what has 1?een my uniform custom and most rigid observance in the
church and parish of which I have held the incumbency for upwards of
thirty.one years. When our schools were opened, concerts were proposed. I immediately protested against it, stating at the same time,
"If you want more music, you must select another parson." But
whether I have been an advocate for good congregational singing, I will
leave the reader to judge by a fact which, I think, I have before stated
in these pages. The last time the late Canon GIRDLESTONE occupied the
pulpit of St. Luke's, Bedminster, we closed the service by singing the
well-known, "All hail the power of Jesu's name." Upon returning to
the vestry, the Canoll exclaimed, "Magnificent!" For a dignitary of
the Church thus to express himself, in regard to plain but hearty congregational silJging, certainly needs no comment. I have one more
remark to make in reference to Hornsey. It is, that I wished to pay
respect to the memory of the many years' Rector-the late Canon
HARVEY. He it was who officiated upon each occa~ion at the interment of my loved ones, and had expressecl himself with deep sympathy
at the frequent opening of the grave that c:>ntains the ashes of those
whose memories are so dear to rue.
Since the above was written, in conversation with my doctor at
Southsea, he stated that, when living within a couple of miles of
Hornsey, for nearly two years he attended the church every other
Sunday, and that then, under the ministrations of Canon HARVEY, the
service was of the plainest and simplest character.
The reader will readily account for the spot being so sacred to
me, and why I wish to identify it with a thank-offering to the
Lord, for all He has been to and for me. Moreover, let the form of
that thank-offering be borne in mind. It was, that the truth should
be disseminated throughout the locality by means of the booklet upon
which the Lord has been pleased to confer so signal an honour, for
the testimonies I have received from far and wide of the usefulness of
that little work, in a spiritual point of view, have been of the most
grateful nature.
As far as I know my own heart, my desire has been thus to sow
the seed, to the utmost possible extent, with the hope that the
Heavenly Husbandman may cause it to spring up and bear fruit to
the praise and glory of the Triune J ehovah, when I shall have passed
away.
Through the goodness and mercy of my God, I have once more been
brought back to the sphere of my many years' labours. I little thought
I should ever again be permitted to occupy my own dear study, as I
am now privileged to do. In grateful recognition of the fact, I therefore again express my ardent desire to be· able practically to acknowledge the Lord's great kindness and compassion, by the issue of the
work in question.
I have alluded in the foregoing to the one claim upon my gratitude.
I think the two other causes I named have equal claims upon me.
Long, long has the Aged PilgTims' FTiend Society presented matters
of intensest interest, as far as the people of God are concerned. To
minister to the spiritual and temporal welfare of those so dear to Him,
cannot but be well.pleasing in His sight. It is an Institution upon
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which He has been pleased for ·so many years to smile, and give such
repeated' tokens of His heavenly sanction and approval.
Again, in regard to the Printers' Pension, Almshouse, and Orphan Corporation, the fact of my many years' connection with the press, and of having
conducted this work for well-nigh fifty years, calls upon me, I consider,
to recognize so great and distinguishing a favour as proposed. As stated
in a previous Number, I am not in a position (the more especially with
the extra demands upon me, in consequence of my illness, and absence
from my parish) to give money. Hence my proposal to offer the work,_
" Walks and Talks tuith Jesus," at the bare cost price of production.
This will embrace the two-fold objects, namely-the rendering substantial aid to the societies in question, and the issuing far and wide
a work in which the great plan of salvation is plainly and affectionately
set forth in a simple, Scriptural manner. And, considering the subtle
and specious teachings of the times, what can be more important 1
Dear readers, I leave the matter with you. If you choose thus practbtlly to estimate my motive, and, at the same time, recognize my
humble services in connection with this w.:>rk, it will greatly gladden
my heart. The larger the issue of " Walks and Talks with Jesus," and
,,~he wider its spread through the length and breadth of the habitable
. _'- €lobe, the more shall I rejoice.
r -hope in the next Number to announce contributions towards the
proposed thank-offering.
I cannot but add that my feelings upon this my first day's return
to the scene of my one,and-thirty years' labours (with the exception of
the recent period of my absence from the parish) have been such as
words would utterly fail me to express. I c.annot but hope, if it be
the Lord's will, that here I shall remain until He shall be pleased to
call me home. The strictest embargoes are laid upon me that I should
not attempt but little. Four doctors have most emphatically advised
me to beware on this score. The most I can hope to do is, to preach
a short sermon each alternate Sunday.
Dear readers, pray for
Yours affectionately,
THE EDITOR.

St. Luke's Vicetntge, Totterdown, Bristol, November 14th, 1889,
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