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" I was brought low, and He helped me."-PsALM cxvi. 6.
"Day by day the manna fell;
Oh, to learn that lesson well!
Still by constant mercy fed,
Give me, Lord, my daily bread."

IN resuming the subject of last month, "Daily strength for daily

..

need," I would remind the reader of what, alas! we are so prone
to overlook, namely, that the promise runs, "As thy days, so shall
thy strength be." Now, it does not say, "As thy u:eeks, or months,
or years, so shall thy strength be." But we betray our weakness,
shortsightedness, distrust, and folly, in that we want a store in
hand, or something we can trade upon, or render us less dependent
upon Divine bounty, and that covenant faithfulness which is
involved in the promise of daily nourishment and support-or, at
least, the writer does. Nothing, however, can be more absurd or
more dishonouring to Him who has been such a Friend and
Benefactor-such a Father, Husband, Brother-all our lives long
up to the present hour. What would be thought of the child who,
not satisfied with the one meal at a time, and as the hour came
round, was anxious and showed signs or dissatisfaction, if all the
requirements for the' several meals of the day were not at one and
the same time forthcoming? Or what would be thought of the
son or daughter who had for years been the recipient of the
parents' bounty, requesting some proof, either by document or store
in hand, that there should be no change or relaxation, as far as
the future was concerned? Would not such conduct be heartless
indeed? Could greater distrust, keener insult, baser ingratitude,
a more thorough' calling in question solid principle and abiding
interest be exhibited, than by such a course of doubt and hesitation
and fear? How would the hitherto fond, devoted, most considerate
husband feel, if such a change came over his wife as to cause her
3 A
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to seek at his hand some special proof or guarantee 8S to the
continuance and stability of the line of things he had heretofore
so uninterruptedly pursued?
And yet I would ask the observant and experienced reader
whether this is not the base, the ungrateful, the God-dishonouring
part we are acting day by day and hour by hour, as far as our
God and His dealings are concerned? If the reader can exonerate
himself from any such charge, the writer is but too well and too
long acquainted with one who dares not attempt to exclude himself,
but must fall'before the accusation, and exclaim, " Guilty! guilty!
guilty! "
Again, what is the grand principle laid down in the sacred
Word, in regard to the believer's walk? Is it not distinctly
stated that we "walk by faith, not by sight"? Well does the
blessed HART declare"Could we see how all were right,
Where were room for credence P
'Tis by faith, and not by sight,
Christians learn obedience."

As far as our daily walk is concerned, I think, with comparatively
few exceptions, we may be said to talk faith and act sight; and
yet, as far as the teachings of the sacred Word are concerned, what
principle could be more clearly shown, through all the histories
and stage after stage, in the career of prophets, apostles, and
martyrs, than that of faith? How evidently was all their course
from first to last under Divine appointment, direction, and control!
What abundant proof was there, throughout their varied career,
that "it was not in man that walketh to direct his steps";
" the bounds of their habitation were fixed by unerring wisdom";
that "the steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, and that
He delighteth in his way;" that "the lot is cast into the lap,
and the whole disposal thereof is of the Lord."
The entire course of teaching from first to last, in regard to the
Lord's dealings with His people, in their wilderness state and
condition, may be summed up in the two-fold comprehensive
words, "Test Me!" "Trust Me!" Hence the detention in the
wilderness, and all the varied phases of the journey from Egypt
to Canaan, or from the cradle to the grave, is for the display of
the wisdom, the love, the patience, the forbearance, the longsuffering, the faithfulness, the all-sufficiency of J ehovah. By an
infinite diversity, and by methods which only Divine wisdom
could devise, and by a power altogether supernatural, are the
purposes and designs of the adorable Trinity brought into operation,
and lead on and on to a successful issue. In the carrying out His
eternal scheme of love and mercy, He makes use of the weakest,
the frailest, the vilest, and the most unlikely of the human race.
He never suffers defeat; He never changes His mind; He never
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forfeits His Word, nor does He ever forsake His people. But
He ratifies and confirms that precious testimony of the poet"His purposes shall ripen fast,
Unfolding every hour;
The Imd may have a bitter taste,
But sweet shall be the flower.
"Blind unbelief is sure to err,
And scan His work in vain;
God is His own Interpreter,
And He will make it plain."

With respect, however, to the operations of divine life in the
soul, or in other words, the spiritual exercises and the trial of faith
of which every son and daughter of Zion is more or less the
subject, there is one important consideration from those already
touched upon j it is this: Were there no such exercises, no trials,
no temptations, how could there be practical sympathy with the
Man of Sorrows? Do we venture to ask that we may have" fellowship with Him in His sufferings"? (a momentuous request, it is
true, and but little understoodj) it would, however, be impossible
to have any real. sympathy, or-practical participation with the
suffering Head, were not the members, in at least some small
measure and degree, exercised likewise. Hence it is theil' trials, their
temptations, their sorrows that instrumentally, under the power and
anointing of the Holy Ghol:it, lead to a contemplation of the
anguish, the soul travail, the bitterness and grief of Him who exclaimed, "My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death." Ah !
considering Who it was that thus spoke-whence He came, and
why-may we not well be wholly absorbed-yea, as it were lost,
in adoring wonder in the contemplation?
And assuredly, dear reader, when thus led into a so far practical
participation with Ohrist in His sufferings, in that very proportion we
lose sight of our own so small and tiny measure of suffering,
the more especially as we reflect upon the great fact, that "He
bore Otti' griefs and carried our sorrows," that "He was wounded
for our transgressions, bruised for our iniquities, and that by His
stripes we are healed." When, moreover, we contemplate His
character, as "the holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from
sinners," and becomingly weigh the fact declared by the dying
thief, that we-yes, we, as well as that dying malefactor-le suffer
justly, but that this Man-this God-man Ohrist-hath done
nothing amiss," well mfty we be astonished in the consideration of
the very trifling nature, by comparsion, of our sufferings and
sorrows.
Oh, dear reader, if in reading the Psalms, for example, we
could but regard them, almost without exception, as personally
and prophetically the language of Ohrist, and not merely that of
David, how would it lead instrumentally to that personal, at least
3 A 2
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comparative, forgetfulness of weight and care and anxiety which
is so desirable, in order to a falling in with the Lord's wise
and gracious purposes, and the furtherance of our own spiritual
profit and advantage. If, for example, we are the subjects of
doubt and fear, that the Lord has forgotten us-that, as thePalmist says, "His mercies are clean gone for ever, and He wil1
be favourable no more/' what shall we say, when we consider
Christ Himself, speaking prohetically by the Psalmist, and exclaiming, "0 my God, I cry in the daytime, but Thou hearest
not; and in the night season, and am not silent" (Psa. xxii. 2).
Again, " Reproach hath broken my heart; and I am full of
heaviness: and I looked for some to take pity, but there was
none; and for comforters, but I found none" (Psa. lxix. 20).
Again, "Let my prayer come before Thee; incline Thine ear
unto my cry; for my soul is full of troubles: and my life draweth
nigh unto the grave. I am counted with them that go down
into the pit: I am as a man that hath no strength: free among
the dead, like the slain that lie in the grave, whom Thou rememberest no more: and they are cut off from Thy hand. Thou.
hast laid me in the lowest pit, in darkness, in the deeps. Thy
wrath lieth hard upon me, and Thou hast affiicted me with all
Thy waves" (Psa. lxxxviii. 2-7).
Now, we repeat, if led to consider the foregoing as the
utterance of Christ, into what a puny insignificance do our trials
and afflictions dwindle. Although he passed away in 1864, we
can never forget the words of "HAPPY J OBN," '" namely, that hehad not time to think of his sufferings when he thought of what
Christ's sufferings were.
In our contemplation of Christ, in His essential Deity-His
co-equality with the Father and the Holy Ghost-we are well
aware that there is a liability to account for the way in which.
He bore His sufferings upon the ground of His infinite power
and almighty dominion. We are too apt to regard Christ and
His passion in this light, and, in so doing, fail to see the intensity
and the extremity of His sufferings. There is another light, however, and a most important one too, in which to view this momentous
and all-important subject. It is the exercise of His almighty
power, in the veiling-the laying aside-the putting off as it were,
for the time being, His essential Godhead, in order to carry out
the essential and indispensable requirements of His mission or
mediatorial work. So far from its being a subject for cavilling or
reasoning upon after the manner of men, we are wont to regard
this as a marvellous display of His divine majesty and power.
What an astounding expression was that of the Omnipotent
I AM THAT I AM, "I am a worm, and no man; a reproach.
.. See "Happy John, the Dying Policeman;" a halfpenny Tractlet, published by
'tV. Wilema.n, Bouverie Street, Fleet Street, London.
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{)f men, and despised of the people" (Psa. xxii. 6). Again He
says, "I am poured out like water, and all My bones are out of
joint: My heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of My
bowels. My strength is dried up like a potsherd; and My tongue
~\I':~~I':\~ tl) "M.J )~~'" ~ ~'U'i\ 1:1.'\)'U 1.'t.'b\. \',,<'\)'U%\I,.i;, M.~ \.l:l..t.Q tb..e dust
'Of death. For dogs have compassed Me : the assembly of the
wicked have inclosed Me: they pierced My hands and My feet.
I may tell all My bones: they look and stare upon Me" (Psa.
xxii. 14-17). And then adds, "But be not Thou far from Me,
o Lord': 0 my strength, haste Thee to help Me. Deliver My
soul from the sword; My darling from the power of the dog.
Save Me from the lion's mouth: for Thou hast heard Me from
the horns of the unicarns" (Psa. xxii. 19-21).
Now, as we meditate upon Ohrist in this position, and in these
His pleadings for help and deliverance, we may well exclaim with
the Apostle, " 0 the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! how unsearchable are His judgments, and
His ways past finding out!" (Rom. xi. 33).
Reader, it is with hesitation and diffidence one turns from these
high and holy contemplations to the renewed consideration of
personal experiences. One does 80, however, as intimated in our
last Number, in order to meet the cases of such as may regard them.selves in a lone and isolated condition, passing, as they imagine, in
strange, untrodden, unaccountable paths, the issue of which they are
perfectly at a loss to foresee. By comparing notes, they will discover
that their position or circumstances are not so lonely or desolate
as they imagined; and they may come to the conclusion, that if
others were sustained in the depths, supported in the varied conflicts, and from time to time defended and delivered, why should
not they, in like manner, be sustained and supported, defended
and delivered? Hence the benefit and advantages of experimental preaching and teaching. It was upon this very principle
the Psalmist exclaimed-yea, and the Psalmist's Lord too-and
what an authority His !-" Our fathers· trusted in Thee; they
trusted, and Thou didst deliver them. They cried unto Thee,
and were delivered: they trusted in Thee, and were not con·
founded" (P6a. xxii. 4, 5).
But we resume our extracts : SummeT-house, Bedminster, ScdlbTClay Evening, A1tg'ust 2nd, 1890.-1 have
just written to the Bishop, resigning this parish. Doubtless I shall be
exercised as to whether I have done right or not! but I wish to record
,the fact, that I feel wholly unequal to the claims of the parish. I feel
this to be the case more when upon the spot than when absent, because
here I see what is required. At the same time I feel that I cannot
<lo what I fain would do. My prostration increases day by day. Hence
I fear, if I attempt to remain here, I shall break down altogether, and
be rendered unable to do aught in a way of writing, or any other labour
-or service. Of this I have the greatest possible dread, for, unless I am
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occupied, my spirits sink beyond expression. I trust the Lord may
not chide or rebuke me for what I have done. I have laid the matter
before Him again and again, entreating that I may not be permitted
to go in advance of His leading. Left to myself, I have repeatedly told
Him I should be sure to err-to take the W1'ong, rather than the 1'ight
course. It will be no trifling surrender to leave this house, with its
delightful view and all its many conveniences and advantages, to enter
upon a new and altogether strange sphere, and that at my advanced
time of life. Oh, that I may realize His presence wherever we go.
Oh, that He may condescendingly and lovingly" fix the bounds of our
habitation." Oli, that we may be permitted and privileged to realize
that the cloud has moved, and that in very deed He is fulfilling His
promise, "My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest."
I desire to note down before the Lord the fact, that He has graciously
heard prayer, and that for the last few nights I have had much less
of those terrible sensations of giddiness when I· retire to bed. If
attacked in some measure, the attacks are of shorter duration.
Previously I had the greatest dread of the nights, because of the
distressing sensations these attacks produced. Oh, that the Lord may
appear, and that He may be pleased to give sign and token of His
favour and continued goodwill towards me. Yea, may He "perfect that
which concerneth me."
Sunday Moming, August 3rcl.-I am wondering this morning whether
this will be the last Sabbath I shall spend here. The Lord alone
knows. He likewise knows how great has been my fear, lest I should
be allowed to take my own choice in the matter. God, in mercy, forbid
that such should be the case, for the longer I live the more deeply do
I feel, that "he that trusteth his own heart is a fool," and that
"there is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof
is death." My great concern has been with respect to successorship. I
would gladly resign my position here in favour of a man of truth. One
in particular has been laid upon my heart. Gladly would I give up, were
he appointed to succeed me. Lord, do Thou give me to feel and to
rejoice in Thy word, "The lot is cast into the lap, the whole disposal thereof is of the Lord." Let Thy good and gracious hand be
seen in this all-important matter, I beseech Thee, su that I may have
reason to say, "This is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in
mine eyes." Amen, and Amen.
Southsea, F1'iday, August 8ih.-Have arrived here after a most merciful
journey. I felt the parting with friends greatly, and last night was
so prostrate that I was fearful whether I should be able to undertake
the journey. No words can express what I felt in the prospect of
withdrawing from a sphere where I had laboured for within two
months of thirty-two years! Oh, the changes that one has witnessed
during that lengthened period! The first half of last night was
broken indeed, in regard to sleep. In fact, I questioned if I should
sleep at all, and my cries to the Lord, at the thought of its being my
last night in that bed and in that house, were intense, but the Lord
seemed to give no heed. All was darkness and gloom beyond description. I had long thought I should have ended my days upon that bed,
and, times without number, have I seemed to see my lifeless remains
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brought down that wide and noble staircase that I was now about to
descend, in all probability, for the last time. At length, however, I fell
asleep, and, upon soon after awaking, I looked anxiously for the first
streak of light. I longed for the dawn. At length the day broke, and
wiph it I fell asleep for, I think, some two or three hours. But oh,
the goodness of the Lord! with my very first waking thoughts came
the words, "I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded He is
able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against that day."
That was immediately followed by, "Fear thou not, for I am with thee;
be not dismayed, for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help
thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of My righteousness."
Again, that was directly followed with, "No weapon formed against thee
shall prosper, and every tongue rising in judgment against thee thou shalt
condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their
righteousness is of Me, saith the Lord." Further, the word likewise
came, "Fear not, it is the Father's good pleasure to give you the
kingdom." That was followed by, "Oh that men would praise the
Lord for His goodness, for His wonderful works to the children of men! "
The sweetness and the power that attended the application of these
precious Scriptures, I never can express. Instrumentally they possessed
me with a peace--a calmness-a reposing upon the Lord, that was
unspeakably blessed. I was at once reconciled to all His will and
pleasure. I could calmly leave all in His blessed hands. I felt it a
sweet prelude to the final closing up of my little life. I had the
persuasion that the same peace, serenity, and satisfaction would be
mine when my last day had come. I bowed the knee by that bed
for the last time (for aught I know to the contrary), with a "Bless the
Lord, 0 my soul: and all that is within me, bless His holy name.
Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His benefits: who
forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; who crownet'h
thee with loving kindness and tender mercies; who satisfieth thy mouth
with good things, so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle's." I
finally left the house with the greatest calmness; my mind throughout
the journey was wonderfully stayed, and the Lord was so gracious in
giving us such journeying mercies. To His great name be all the
praise, and all the glory. Amen, and Amen.
Southsen, Scd1bl'day J11orning, A1bgust 9th.-" Bless the Lord, 0 my soul:
and all that is within mt', bless His holy name." I have been favoured
with a wonderful night's repose-such as I have not had for n. long
time. Just at daybreak this morning, the Lord awoke me with this
sweet Scripture, "Being confident of this very thing, that He who
hath begun a good work in you will perform it to the day of the
Lord Jesus." Oh, it was so sweet-so sudden-so unexpected; but
oh, so suitable and precious. After musing in grateful thanksgiving, I
again fell asleep, and afterwards awoke with these lines instantly flowing into the mind"Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wandering from the fold of God!
He, to rescue me from danger,
Interposed His precious blood."
This was exceedingly sweet to me, and furnished me with further
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grateful musings. Again, I fell asleep; and, when I finally awoke, a
number of precious scriptural portions came flowing into the mind, to
the refreshment and comfort of my soul. The passages were so
singularly appropriate, that I was really amazecl at the Lord's goodness and condescension. All these mercies were followed by a most
satisfactory letter from one of the Trustees, greatly approving of the
dear servant of the Lord whom I had proposed to follow me at St.
Luke's. The Lord be abundantly praised for all these combined mercies.
Steamer, Southampton, A1tgust llth.-Lord, I beseech Thee, order,
direct, overrule my present position for Thine own glory and :oy
present and eternal good. Thou knowest, Lord, my present perpleXIty,
added to, in no small measure, by the indisposition under which I
have been suffering since Saturday last, as well as the grea~ d~licacy
of my dear wife, through anxiety on my account. The apphcatlO~ of
the various precious Scriptures to which I have referred in prevIOus
"notes," led me to believe they would be followed by special test and
trial. This belief was intensified in consequence of the application of the
words, in regard to the prophet Elijah, "going in the strength of that
meat for forty days and forty nights to Horeb, the mount ~f God."
I felt, when that Scripture was brouaht so powerfully to the mmd, that
the Lord was about very specially"to try me, in reference to. the
future, so forcibly previously applied. In this I have not been deceIved,
for the test has been most acute, more particularly because of my
aforenamed indisposition and the delicacy of my dear wife. Oh, that
the Lord may, in great ~ercy, appear, making the darkness light, the
crooked things straight, and the rough places plain.
Southampton Steamer, Cowes, JiVednesday Evening, Aug1U~t l3th.-Lord,
Thou seest the state of depression under which I am labouring. Oh, do
Thou, in Thy great mercy, once again appear for me, and be better. to
me than all my fear~. Lord, as Thou knowest, I have just been gazIng
upon the spot where so many years ago Thou didst whispe: peaceyea, and thanksgiving and joy-in a time of extreme trIal, .when
apparently surrounded by uncertainties, and when, humanly speakmg, I
was overwhelmed with the dark and dreary prospects before me. But
oh, how sweet was the peace-how blessed the "Fear nots "-how calm
the ~epose upon Thine own almighty arm then and there vouchsafed.
NothIng tangible in appearance-no change or deliverance as yet to be
seen j yet, notwithstanding, how precious was the venturing upon Thyself
-the leaving all in Thy blessed hands. And, Lord, was not all,
not only then and there, but ever since, even to the present moment,
ratified, confirmed, and established 7 The fifty to sixty years which
have since passed away, have not only ratified and confirmed, far, far
beyond my then utmost expectations, but Thou hast been merciful and
gracious in ten thousand unexpected ways; so that I am compelled
here to set up my Ebenezer, and not only testify that "Hitherto Thou
hast helped me," but that Thou "hast done all things welL" I have
not the shadow of a shade of fault to find with Thee, 0 Lord. On the
co~trary, I have infinite cause to bless and praise, magnify and adore,
ThIne ever great and glorious name.
But now, Lord, Thou seest my case. Thou knowest what is pressing
upon me. Thou seest what I feel under the severance from myoId
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and so long-retained field of labour. Thou knowest what I have gone
through in regard to successorship, and Thou knowest, too, the engagement that awaits me this day week in London. Oh, my God, do help
me; do sustain me; do be better to me than all my fears. Let not
aught arise, I beseech and entreat of Thee, to mar Thy handiwork, but
{lh, do, do maintain it, and do,. do, I beseech Thee, give me renewed
cause to testify of the wonders wrought by Thy wonder-working hand.
Amen, and Amen.
Soltthsea, Thunday 111(Jrning, Atlgust 14th.-I am anxious to note down
before the L6rd of His great goodness and mercy during the past night.
Yesterday, although I was on the sea, was a day of deep depression.
The first part of the night was a time of sleeplessness and wrestling.
After that, however, I fell asleep; and, when I awoke, the first words
spoken to my heart were, "In quietness and confidence shall be your
st,rength." Nothing could be more precious or suitable than these
words, under the circumstances; they were immediately followed by
Scripture after Scripture, in the most timely and appropriate way. I
canllot speak decidedly as to the precise order in which the portions
were given, but as nearly as I can recollect, they were thus applied,
one after the other: "Thou art my hiding-place; Thou shalt preserve
me from trouble; Thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance." "'V ait on the Lord; be of good courage, and He shall strengthen
thine heart; wait, I say, on the Lord." "I had fainted, unless I had
believed to see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living."
"Fear thou not, for I am with thee; be not dismayed, for I am thy
God; I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold
thee with the right hand of My righteousness." "Fear not, thou worm
Jacob, and ye men of Israel; I will help thee, saith the Lord, and thy
Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel." "I am the Lord that healeth thee."
Although feeling weak and helpless beyond expression, in and of
myself, I can never express the suitability and preciousness of this sweet
cluster of Scripture8. They had such a strengthening and cheering
effect. The language of my heart in response was, "Be it unto me, 0
Lord, according to Thy 'V ord ; " "Do as Thou hast said;" "I will
trust and not be afraid, for the Lord Jehovah is my strength and song,
He also has become my salvation." Hence, in spite of all my weakness,
helplessness, and utter unworthiness, the cry of my heart is," Let me
fall into the hand of the Lord, for His mercies are great, and let me
not fall into the hands of man." Hence, in spite of my present position,
in the resigning a post occupied for well-nigh two-and-thirty years, I
can but hope that I shall still be permitted to draw water out of the
wells of salvation, and that I shall still have ample room to exclaim,
"The Lord liveth, and blessed be my Rock, and let the God of my
salvation be exalted."
Steamer, Thursday, Noon.-Lord, I thank Thee for Thy great goodness
:md mercy towards me, as noted in my previous jotting, and now what
I ask of Thee, dearest Lord, is that my mind may be simply and
sweetly stayed on Thee. Be it unto me, 0 Lord, according to that
sweet word, "In quietness and in confidence shall be thy strength." 0
Lord, this is what I want increasingly to realize-yea, that precious
word, "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace [peace, peace] whose
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mind is stayed on Thee, because he trusteth in Thee." This, Lord, is
the sum and substance of my desires. Oh, grant it me, dear Lord, I
pray Thee, yet more and more. Oh, to be able with the Apostle to
say, in regard to all that awaits me, "But none of these things move
me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might
finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of
the Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel of the grace of God."
Saturday Moming, August 16th.-Lord, Thou knowest. how near the
time approaches for my engagement in London. I beseech and entreat
of Thee to give me strength and composure for vVednesday next. Do
grant, Lord, that, as the day draws near and the crisis arrives, I may
receive at Thy hands, as I ever have done, all the help and the calm
reposing upon Thyself which I have ever realized from Thee, whatever
the nature of my requirements. Oh, varied as they may have been,
and momentous as the necessities have been likewise, how all-sufficient
and how timely has been the strength received at Thy hands. Lord,
there never has been the semblance of a failure, but all and everything
that has been absolutely needed has been vouchsafed. I bless and
praise, magnify and adore Thee, for the same. And, Lord, may I not
venture to hope and believe that what hath been shnll be? Have not
all the supplies of the pnst been earnests and foretastes of the future?
Would former mercies, however numerous or superabundant, be of any
lasting or permanent service, Lord, wert Thou to withhold all needed
future supply ~ Will there ever be a day, an hour, a moment in which
we shall cease to need Thy wisdom, grace, and strength ~ Up to the
last breath we draw, will there not be an indispensable requirement of
the fulfilment of Thy promise concerning Thy Ohurch, "I will water
it every moment; and, lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and day" ~
Oh, "be it unto me, 0 Lord, according to Thy word." Help, help,
help, even until the end. Amen, and Amen.
Sunday Evening, A~lgust 17th.-With my first waking thoughts this
morning came the words, "vVait on the Lord: be of good courage, and
He shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, upon the Lord." It was
a ~very timely and appropriate word. May the Lord, of His great
mercy, fulfil the same. I do indeed need His strengthening and SIlStaining hand, for I am helpless and depressed. Inasmuch as I am
altogether unnble to hear,* even when I attend the house of God, I seem
cut off from the ordinances of the sanctuary. My own former favoured
times in preaching have ceased, and I feel at once shut out and sh~d 11p,
o Lord, it appears. Do pardon my past ingratitude and forgetfulness
of mercies. Oh," Enter not into judgment with Thy servant, 0 Lord:
for in Thy sight shall no man living be justified." "Pardon mine
iniquity, for it is great." 0 Lord, do be merciful, and do be gracious
unto me; yea, be better to me than all my fears. "Now when I am old
and grey-headed, 0 God, forsake me not; until I have showed Thy strength
unto this generation, and Thy power to everyone that is to come." "Oast
me not off in the time of old age, when my strength faileth." "When
my spirit is overwhelmed within me, lead me to the Rock that is higher
than 1." 0 God, I beseech Thee, stand by me very specially on this
• On account of deafness.-ED.
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coming week. Do, do "strengthen me with might by Thy Spirit in
the inner man." So work, Lord, that I may stand by, look on, wonder,
and adore. Lord, Thou knowest it is Thyself, and Thyself alone, can
satisfy. All creatures and creature-things, in and of themselves, fail to
fill the blank which Thou alone canst supply. "Vain indeed is the help of
man." Lord, help-help-help, I beseech Thee. "My soul is cast down
within me." Lord, uphold and cheer and comfort. Oh," satisfy me
early with Thy mercy, that I may rejoice and be glad in Thee." I
would" look unto the hills, whence cometh my help." Oh, cause me to
"joy in the God of my salvation." Lord, do Thou make it once again my
mercy to exclaim, "Come, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what.
He hath done for my soul." "I was brought low, and He helped me."
Oh, make it once again my mercy to exclaim, "Return unto thy rest, 0
my soul; for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee. He hath
delivered my soul from death, mine eyes from tears, and my feet from
falling." Amen, and Amen.
Mrrnday Evening, A1Lg1LSt I8th.-Have had a wakeful night, through
discomfort and pain. Of this the enemy is sure to take the advantage.
especially in the darksomeness of the night-season. This leads to ardent.
crying to the Lord upon my part. I awob at length this morning
with the words, "Because I live, ye shall live also." The Lord in mercy
fulfil Eis Word, and "Be it unto me, according to Thy Word, 0 Lord."
Oh, do appear, Lord, on Wednesday. Do perfect Thy strength in my
weakness. Do be better than all my fears, Do give me calmness and
strength, self-possession, and a simple trusting to and leaning upon
Thyself, 0 Lord. Oh, do Thou make it a time of memorial, 0 Lord.
May 'the event redound to the praise of Thy great and ever-adorable
Name! May all contribute to Thine honour-Thy condescension-Thy
patience, forbearance, and love. Ob, let the creature be lost sight of
in the contemplation of a God so merciful, so compassionate, and kind.
Oh, that the prevailing feeling may be, " Not unto us, 0 Lord, not
unto us, but unto Thy Name be the glory, for Thy mercy and for
Thy truth's sake." Amen, and Amen.
StearneT, Southampton, jJ![ondCLy Afternoon, A1Lg'Ust I8th.-0 Lord, once
again would I pl~ad with Thee, in regard to the engagement that
awaits me on 'W ednesday. Lord, Thou knowest how wide-spread is the
announcement, and how I shrink from such notoriety. Oh, do, do, I
pray Thee, stand by and strengthen me. For if and of myself considered, I. am utterly unequal for any such engagement, especially in
my present state of mind and health; but oh, do Thou, Lord, once
again prove Thy divine all-sufficiency. Oh, stand by me, and strengthen.
me, and grant me once again, Lord, to testify of Thy condescension
and love. Give me "a new song, even praises unto our God." Amen,
Amen.
S01tthseCL, August I9th.-I am now brought within one day of the
important engagement which awaits me in London on the morrow. Oh,
that the Lord, in His great mercy, may stand by, strengthen and
deliver me. Yea, may He be better to ree than all my fears. Yesterday was a lovely day, and my half-day trip on the sea did me much
good. This is a day of drenching rain, after a night of thunder and
lightning. Such a day as this always affects my spirits greatly. May
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th.e Lord change matters in this respect, on the morrow, if His blessed
wIll. To-day I have received a copy of the posting-bill, announcing the
sale at the Vicarage, on Friday next. What a change! I rarely expected ever to see such an announcement as this. It must, however
be of the Lord. Those who saw me at the time I left were greatly
struck with my altered appearance in so short a time. In fact, I felt
it growing upon me day by day. One said, I should have been in my
grave in three months, had I not left as I did. This, I think, was extremely likely. Hence, however severe the trial, my leaving was
certainly a case of necessity. I believe I could not have done otherwise. I want now to see the Lord's hand in the appointment of a
successor, and with respect to where He would have me set up my tent
for the little residue of my days. Oh, that He may be pleased to make
this plain to me. Oh, that there may be siO"nificant signs and tokens as
to. His good pleasure in this respect.
OOh, that I may not be permItted to choose for myself, or attempt to map out my own course; but
may the Lord, of His grer..t mercy, lead and guard and guide; for His
great Name's sake. Amen, and Amen.
Th1bj·sda.1l Afternoon, August 21st.-It is utterly out of my power to
.express what I feel, in the review of yesterday. It was a marvellous
day. I had begged of the Lord, if it were His will, that He would make
it a day of memorial, and indeed He has done so, To His great-His
blessed-His ever-adorable Name, be all the praise, now, henceforth, and
for ever! Such at length became my anxiety, in prospect {)f the day and
its engagement" that I would cheerfully have foregone the gift that
awaited me, could I but forego the ordeal through which I had to pass.
My night's sleep beforehand was much interrupted with pain and discomfort, and little fitted me for the journey I had to take both out
.and home. However, the Lord was so marvellously good and gracious
that I was not only strengthened for the journey, but was enabled,
·of the Lord's great goodness, to pass through the whole scene, step
by step and stage by stage, in the calmest and most collected manner.
So well arranged were the whole proceedings, under the careful, welldevised plans and arrangements of my dear friend, Mr. COLLINGRIDGE,
that, of the Lord's great goodness and mercy, not the slightest hitch
<>1' interruption was permitted to occur. It was altogether a marvellous,
never-to-be-forgotten scene, and well might I, of all men, exclaim,
"What am I, 0 Lord God, and what is my father's house, that Thou
shouldst have thus dealt with me? I, What a contemplation was the
hundreds gathered, from all parts of the kingdom-one stated he had
travelled two hundred miles to be present, and many even a hundred
and twenty. Many aged ones were there, as well as the young and the
middle-aged; and what can I say to the fact of the magnificent sum
of £800 being presented to me? I can only say, I am lost in adoring
wonder, love, and praise; and it left me with the impression-yea, I
may say, belief-that it furnished me with an assurance that the whole
,proceedings were but an erlmest and a foreshowing of what the Glosing
scene would be, namely, the then present realizll.tion of His presence
and power, putting the finishing hand to the great and glorious work
He had begun, continued, and at length completed, to the praise and
glory of His great and ever-adorable Name.
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THE LORD GATHERING HIS GUESTS UNTO THE SUPPER
OF THE GREAT GOD.
" Hold thy peace at the presence of the Lord God: for the day of the Lonl
is at hand: for the Lord hath p7'epa1'eCZ a sacrifice, He hath bid His guests."
-ZEPHA"IAH i·. 7.
THE Prophet Zephaniah was a man of high rank :md position in the
tribe of Simeon. He predicts the sure judgments on the Jews, for
their sins and iniquities, and exhorts them to repentance. His
prophecies were also directed against the Philistines, Moabites, Ammonites, and Ethiopians, and against the City of Nineveh, whose ultimate
fate is minutely described. But, we would a5k, is this all 1 are we to
suppose that the Books of the Old Testament are merely historical 1
Far from it. If they were only so, they might as well be closed as
far as spiritual things are concerned; but it is far otherwise. God's
mind is upon Christ throufhout the Word, and these Old Testament
accounts are paintings to Him who is the sum and substance of the Word.
So when we read this striking and sublime passage before us, "Hold
thy peace at the presence of the Lord God: for the day of the Lord
is at hand: for the Lord hath prepared a sacrifice, He hath bid His
guests," we note that, whatever reference it has to times and seasons
that have passed, we do not think we err in believing that the
language foreshadows the times in which we live- times which give every
proof that the end draweth nigh, and that the second advent of Christ
cannot be long.
In proof of the position we are taking, note with us the second verse
of this chapter, wherein God declares that, "He will utterly consume all
things jTorn the earth." And then, in the sixth verse, that when that
time comes it will be found, "that the people have not sought the Lord
nOT enquired f()r Him." Still further is our position strengthened, when
it is ~ £firmed in the fourteenth verse, "that the g7'eat day of the Lord is
nect7', it is naw, and hasteth gnatly,o even the voice of the day of the
Lord, when mighty men shall cry there bitterly." And we have
additional proof of the position we are taking, of the spiritual teaching
which underlies tbe historical, in the fact that Zephaniah's prophecies
close with predictions of the coming of Christ, and the pouring forth
of Gospel blessings in the latter days, and that, in spite of earth and
hell and all the enemies of Zion, however strong and numerous they
may be, God's saints shall in tbe end sing and triumph in their
wonder-working God. "I am with you, saith the Lord of hosts, the
desire of tIle nations shall come" (and who is this but Christ 1) "and
I will fill this house with glory. I will make thee as a signal, for I
have chosen thee, saith the Lord of Hosts."
And, beloved, with the fact that the day of the Lord is near and
"hasteth greatly," what should be our attitude as children of the living
God 1 Surely our portion makes answer: "Hold thy peace at the
presence of the Lord God: for the day of the Lord is at hand: for
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the Lord hath prepared a sacrifice, He hath bid [or "sanctified,"
marginal reading] His guests."
Oh, to be one of His guests! Yes, and we shall too, if we have on
the wedding garment-Christ's irnp1ded righteousness. And can we not
mark proof that He has said, even to such poor prodigals as you and I,
"Bring forth the best robe and put it on him" 1 Not left to the
creature even to put on the robe himself-but "put it on hirn." And
the Lord Jehovah's putting, placing, and prepm'ing, must end in our
becoming one of those who shall be gathered together" unto the supper
of the great God" (Rev. xix. 17).
Looking unto our divine Teacher, the Holy Spirit, our portion unirolls itself thus : We have hereFirst. The breathless expectation: "Hold thy peace at the presence of
the Lord."
Secondly. The beatijic conS1trnmation: "For the day of the Lord is at
hand."
Thirdly. The blessed preparation: "For the Lord hath prepared a sacrifice, He hath bid His guests."
First. The breathless expectation: "Hold thy pectce at the presence of the
Lord." We stand on the tip-toe and in breathless expectation, when we
are looking and waiting for the coming of some earthly great one. I am
9:eminded here of by-gone days, and think I can affirm what very few
in the present day can, namely, that I witnessed the pageant of our
beloved Queen passing into Westminster Abbey, on the day of her
-coronation, and the issuing forth of her carriage from Buckingham
Palace gates, on the day of her marriage with the lamented Prince
Consort. Oh, how happy they looked, and how little they calculated
upon the sorrow that afterwards plunged the nation into the gloom of
grief, and divided those royal fond hearts. But the point I was going
to mention was, that never shall I forget while memory lasts, the
lmathless expectation with which the people, and I personally, waited for
the coming pageant. Not a word uttered. We" held 011,1' peace."
Well, if we wait with such earnest expectation for the approach of
:an earthly monarch, shall we not wait with longing and loving desire
ior the appearing of "the King of kings, and Lm'd of lm'ds," especially
.as we hear the rumbling of His chariot wheels in the distance 1
., I will come again," is His own declaration and assurance, and that
that time is fast approaching, who, with their Bibles in their hands,
and viewing surrounding circumstances and events, can doubt it for a
moment 1
I know it is said, "Oh, we were told this when we were children."
Be it so; how much nearer then the time is than when we were children.
We cannot pretend to fix the time and date when our blessed Lord
will break in upon us-indeed, we think it presumptuous on the part
of those that attempt it, in the face of our Lord's own declaration,
., But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels in
heaven, but My Father." "Heaven and earth shall pass away, but
My words shall not pass away." Although the event is foretold by
His prophets as commanded by their God, in no case is the hour and
time told them. Daniel saw in the night vision" the Ancient of days,"
who was "brought near before him," and told him that the Most High
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should take the kingdom and possess it for ever and ever; but not a
word about the date. Enoch also prophesied of the Lord's coming with
ten thousand of His saints, to execute judgment and receive His own,
but tells us not when. Of signs, however, there are plenty declared.
For instance, it is declared that before Christ's second coming "the
Gospel is to be preached in all the world.'1 It may be asked, "But are
we not far from this realization in many dark places of the earth ~ "
Well, we respond, take Central Asia, a vast territory, where certainly
the sound of the Gospel has not yet reached. At the same time,
look at the current of events-Central Africa now under the rule of
Germany and England. Civilization will be carried on with the
greatest rapidity, and we know full well that the preaching of the
Gospel always follows in the wake of civilization, and we believe we
are on the eve of great changes in that dark country. At the same
time, do not let us run away with the idea that the whole world will be
converted before the second coming of Christ. Note the words of
Scripture and keep close to them, "And the Gospel of the kingdom
shall be preached in all the world, for a witness unto all nations, and
then shall the end come." "A witness unto all nations" is one thing,
and the whole conversion of the world quite another. The mind and
will of God is clear upon this matter.
And then it may be said, "Well, but do not the Scriptures tell us
(indeed, our Lord Himself), that signs of the second advent of Christ,
are that days of tribulation shall be followed by the sun becoming
darkened, the moon not giving her light, the stars falling from the
heavens, and the powers of the heavens shaken ~" Well, we reply,
all these things can come upon us with the greatest rapidity; and why
not ~ since our chapter tells us, Christ's coming "hasteth greatly," and
He Himself is to break in upon us in a moment, in "the twinkling of
an eye."
We know full well that there are scoffers who say, " You talk of Christ's
coming, 'where is the promise ~ for since the fathers fell asleep,
all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.'''
This is a great falsehood, for all things do not continue the same;
far from it, Changes, one upon another, come in rapid succession.
The evil servant of the ruler of the household, shall say in his heart,
"My Lord delayeth his coming; . . . . but the Lord of that servant
shall come in a day when he looketh not for Him, and in an hour
that he is not aware of, and shall cut him asunder, and appoint him
his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing
of teeth."
But further, we are told that as the time approaches, there shall be
many" wlw shall walk after thei7' own ungodly lusts" ; and verily society
is full of such. Again, that "the way of truth shcbll be evil spoken of,"
and is it not ~ Are not the old truths of the Gospel being evil spoken
of-" the atonement of Christ" lightly esteemed-" the imputed
righteousness of Christ," called imputed nonsense ~ And those who
are high in office are introducing all sorts of God-dishonouring novelties.
Pained we are while we write at the tone and spirit of many of the
addresses given by ecclesiastical dignitaries at the Church Congress, at
Hull. I may be very ignorant, but they seem to me to be highly
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spiced with soci!tlistic teaching, so that one is led to exclaim, What
are we coming to in England 1 Surely, to such things as must bring
upon us national jlldgments. "Christi(tn socialism!" away with it!
away with it! It is the manufacture of the father of lies. I know
full well that men like the writer are thought by the religious world
to hllse fallen out of date, and not to be in touch with the thou€;.ht
of this advanced age. Be it so. I found myself saying recently, with
regard to the religious vagaries of the day, "Lord, in spite of all, I will
keep straight on in my course." 'Yhen the tender rebuke seemed to
say, "It is not your course, it is God's course, for He leads His
children in His own way." I rejoined, "Yes, indeed, my course and
my way would lead me all wrong. It is the Lord that keeps and
guides." Blessed Spirit, keep me in the old paths, let the profane or
professing world say what they will. If fallen out of date, it is the
date of eternity. If not in touch with advanced thought, blessed be
God, I am in touch with Jesus. Oh, to bo kept to the simplicity that
is in Him!
,Vell, beloved, here it is we do well to rest. "The Son of Man is as a
man taking a far journey, who left his house, and gave authority to his
servants, and to every man his work, and commanded the porter to watch.
Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of the house
cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the cockcrowing, or in the
morning: lest suddenly he :find you sleeping. And what I say unto·
.
you I say unto all, WATCH."
"Hold thy peace at the presence of the Lord God: for the day of
the Lord is at hand." But weigh the force and beauty of this expression with us. "Holil thy peace" ; that is, be tmnquil, Test jrom jUTthe1'
disq7Oiet1ide and discussion. Not that it means a ceasing from waTning in
these. perilous times. Nay, every opportunity should be taken by the
Christian to raise the voice of warning and protestation against error
and evil; but, with regard to disputation and controversy, it seems
useless in this day. Men are given over to believe a lie. "Hold thy
peace." "Stand in awe, and sin not; commune with thine own heart.
upon thy bed, and be still." "Be stilI, and know that I am God."
Yes, He liveth, He reigns. 'Ye do well, in a great measure, to holel
OUT peace, and watch His will and way. This, 1 think, we may also
particularly apply to His peTsonal dealings with 70s-His discipline. " Hold
thy peace." Although there is much in His permittings that puzzles
us, cease from questioning. Be tranquil. There is rebellion ofttimes
in the questioning. We want the rest of assurance that the Lord will
do all that is right ann. well for us.
Secondly. Many other signs of our Lord's second coming might be
mentioned, but think with us now, dear reader, of the beatific consum..
mcdion. "The day of the Lord is at hand." Oh, what a day that
will be, when the "Son of Man shall come in His glory, and all the
holy angels with Him"! When before Him will be gathered all
nations; and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd
divideth his sheep from the goats: and He will set the sheep on His
right hand, but the goats on the left. Then shall the King say unto
them on His right hand, Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world." What
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a fulfilment of His own declaratl<)u, "In My Father's house are many
mansions. If I go and prepare a. place for you, I will come again, a.nd
receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also."
Oh; what a wonderful scene it will be when Christ does come! The Apostle
Paul speaks of it to Titus as "the glorious appearing of the great God
and our Saviour Jesus Christ." "The glorious appearing" of Him whom
the Christian loves, and who forms the chief joy of the believer's heart.
Methinks that then the gifts and gmces of the Holy Spirit will find thei1'
<completeness in Him. Faith will be exchanged for sight, and we shall
see Him as He is. Hope will have its brightest realization. Joy will
find its fulness. Peace will gain its never-ending calm. Patience will
receive the reward of lengthened expectation, and grace burst into the
position of eveTlasting glory. Oh, how little-how beggarly-do the
things of time appear in such contemplation ! Would that we lived
less on lif,,',; littles, and more on the foretastes of such unutterable bliss.
But, on the other hand, what a day it will be to the ungodly and
to the professor, when everything that is now hidden shall be 1mcoveTed.
What a laying bare of things! what a stripping off of the cloak of
religion, and revealing the true deformity of self-righteous sin!. It will
be a glorious appearing to those who are safe on the Rock; but a
pitiable and fearful appearing to those who have been building on the
sand, and who have been living only for this world. "As the days
of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of Man be . . . .
They were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage "Hving as if they would live for ever-indifferent and unconcerned., and knew not until the flood came and took them all away; so shall
also the coming of the Son of Man be." Oh, in spite of all the diffi.-culties, trials, and opposition by the way, may the Lord keep us on
the alert, living for eternity, and waiting for our Lord's return.
And now, lastly, the blessed preparation. "For the Lord hath prepared a sacrifice, He hath bid His guests" (or called ones). Are we,
beloved, among His called ones? Yes (blessed be His name!) among
those whom He has called by His grace, which grace shall have its
-consummation in glory. Called by gmce to be called home to glory. For
mark Jehovah',; own words, "I will say to the north give up, and to
the south keep not back; bring my sons from far, and my daughters
!from the ends of the earth. Even everyone that is called by my
name. I hnve created him for my glory." Created to be glorified! Can
anything be more precious and comforting 1
But I want to say a few words about the Lord preparing His people
for this inconceivable fulness. Oh, how this should deliver us I from
our fears! With sweet savour these words came to us this morning
in the family rBading, "But ye have not received the spirit of bondage
to fear" (Rom. viii. 15). It seemed as if the Spirit Himself was speaking to us in tender rebuke: I" Why those fears 1 Liberty is thine!
Why go back to the spirit of bondage from which you are set free 1"
I responded, "No, Lord; indeed not. Fear should only be attached to
the old bondage. The Lord has made me free in the glorious liberty
of His love. Fear most certainly should have no place." "For ye
have received the spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father."
Adopted into the family of God, of which the Spirit beareth witness.
3 B
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Well, the, dear Lord is preparing us by divine discipline-by graciouf;.
leadings-by crucifying the world to us and us to the world-:-by trial
and affliction, tears and supplication-and in many other ways making
us meet to be "partakers of the inheritance with the saints in light."
God is preparing and gathering home His elect. Of this there is abundant proof. Soon we shall, if spared, be having our Ch1'istmas gatherings,
lonrl ones meeting fond ones in love's embrace. Such joy, however, must be
mingled with sadness, when we view the gaps death has made in earthly
circles. Our comfort, however, is to know that as the earthly circles
break, and the . links are shattered, the heavenly cinle is getting more and:
more complete. The Lord is udoubtedly calling to Himself many of His
elect, ere He appears again in the clouds to receive the rest. In proof
of this, glance with us at the GOSPEL MAGAZINE death-roll, and note
how many during the closing year have passed from us and been called
to their eternal home. Early in the year there was dear NORTHOVER,
one who stood out valiant for the truth in these perilous times. We
feel we can ill spare such from our ranks. Then there was Rev. F. H.
MYLIUS, Rector of Elmdon, Warwickshire, whose testimony was choice
and rare. Then Mrs. FILEY passed away, the lone widow, "yet not
alone," who encountered so much in a foreign land in the midst of a
terrible war, and yet was marvellously sustained and brought through
difficulties that would have made stouter hearts quail. Then we have
mothers in Israel losing their beloved sons, as in the cases of "L. W.,"
and Mrs. BALDWIN, of Cockfield, each of whom, in the tenderness of a
mother's care, watched by the bedside of their dying ones, and ministered to them in eternal things. Then we have recorded the death of
Mr. ,VILLIAM MAcK, of Bristol, a man of practical knowledge and
marked activity, who lived not for himself but others. Furthermore,
the Rev. WM. SAUNDERS, Vicar of St. Silas, Bristol, after years of
painful suffering, peacefully departed to his long-looked-for home. Then
the Rev. W. P. TIDDY, who was for many years the Continental agent
of the British and Foreign Bible Society, and who, later on, afteroccupying the pulpit at Grove Chapel, Camberwell, had a separate place
of worship built for him in the neighbourhood, where he laboured for
many years. The writer was indebted to him for introductions to men
of God, which were of great use to him in a Continental tour. Then
we have noted the calling up higher of that estimable lady, Mrs. LETT,
of Dulwich. To know her was to love her, and her house and grounds
were always open for men of truth, whom she cordially welcomed in
the name of the Lord. Later in the year, the revered Vicar of Scraptoft,
Leicester, the Rev. WM. LAUNCELOT ROLLESTON, M.A., was called to
his rest. I never met with a more Iamb-like-yea, Christ-like-man in
my life. After him, Rev. NATHAN CHALLIS passed away. Mr. CHALLIS
held the curacy of St. Luke's, Bedminster, for three years, under the
late Vicar, our beloved and esteemed Editor. Many others have also
been called. home during the closing year; known and unknown to us,
but all well known to the Master.
"They are gathering, slowly gathering,
In the fair and fadeless land,
And the number groweth larger,
Waiting for us on the strand..
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. ~' They have entered life eternal;
.
We shall 'see them here no more,;
One by one we'll join their number,
When our pilgrimage is o'er."

Thus how many, even in our comparatively.small circle, have been
gathered home during the closing year. Poor humanity! Priceless
immodality! Truly, "we have no abiding .city here"; "We are
strangers and sojourners, as were all our fathers; our days on the
earth are as a shadow, and there is none abiding."
We have seen how the Lord is preparing and gathering His guests
to the' supper of the great God, but our passage speaks of the Lord
having" prep(£l'ed a sacrifice" for this great supper. What is this sacrifice 1 Oan we have any doubt but what it is "the Lamb slain from
the foundation of the v:ol'ld"? Mark the meaning of the title, JehovahJireh: "The Lord who will provide," and" The Lord who will be
manifested or seen." Jehovah's provision was His beloved Son, "Who
put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself"; and He it is that will soon
be manifested or seen by all His gathered guests. So we learn that
the great thing is ~he atonement of CMist. This is the great provision;
and those who have rejected it, and who are now pointing, alas! to
Oalvary as "the melancholy hill of Ualvary," and want a religion of
brightness, to suit the spirit of the age, will find themselves miserably
deceived. The atonement of Ohrist-the great sacrifice provided by
the Lord-wUI be alone the passport into the marriage supper of the
Lamb. "I looked," said the beloved John, "through a door into
heaven"; and what did he see as the centre of glory 1 "A Lamb as
it had been slain." Is He not, beloved, our only hope-yea, our salvation-our all and in all 1 Fear not; if this is so, when "the dOO1' is
shut," we shall be shut in and not shut out.
Then-oh, then !-what will it be ~ A beatific consummation indeed!
We are lost in wonder and amazement at its expectation. For who
can picture or pen the glory of that bright 'state of everlasting life and
love ~ Of its height and depth and breadth we know not-its length
is eternal; but we do know (blessed be God!) that when this weary'
fight is over, all that is trying here shall be exchanged to calm felicity
in the presence of Him we love. Oh, beloved, inconceivable blessings
are in store for us. Oheer up, and press on. All must be well with
"those who love God, and are the called according to His purpose" of
grace and love. This heavenly fruition will be theirs.
'God grant us, dear friends, at the close of another year, a wellgrounded hope f01' etemity. Dear ones, as we have seen, are being called
home":'-empty chairs are many-life is full of disappointments and
separations-but, if we have a hope beyond the grave, fastened upon
a precious Ohrist within the veil, nothing that is spiritual and eternal
will fall short of our anticipation., Heaven will not fall, short of our
most vivid expectation, for "eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared
for them that 'love Him." And, with this bright prospect before us,
what should be our position, as we recognize that "the· night is
far spent, and the day is at hand "~ It should be a" putting on the
Lord Jesus Ohrist "c-:-a complete living to His glory. We want this
3 B2
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more than ever. We crave to live for Christ; and, seeing the uncertainty
of everything here below, God give us grace so to do.
In the course of the present week we have read of one-a man in a
high position at Portsmouth-who died in his fifty-eighth year, after
only two hours' illness. Two hours' illness! Think of tho suddenness
of the call into eternity! Life and vigour at three, death and dissolution at five! What warnings by the way we are receiving! i(. Well,
what matter whether our departure be sudden or otherwise, if we shall
be partakers of the joyous realization of being with Christ 1 When
the silver chord is cut, and the pitcher broken at tbe well-when
friends have gathered around one's bed, and are listening to tbe heart's
pulsations as they become weaker and weaker, till at last prevails tbe
unmistakable solemn silence of death-ab, then! Oh, what then? Then
I shall see His glorious face, without a veil between. Then I sball realize
that heavenly fruition which llone can fully describe while in tbe flesh.
Mark, ere we lay down the pen for this year, that splendid and
significant expression, Solomon's~Song ii. 17, "Until tbe day break, and
the shadows flee away." Ab! this life is a shadowed life, and there are
many around us with shadowed hearts; but eternal love will bid all
the shadows melt away, and then shall we realize the fulness of the
anticipation we have dwelt uponGATHERED AS GOD'S GUESTS (CALLED ONES)
TO THE MARRIAGE SUPPER OF THE LAMB.

Burton-on-Trent.

G. C.
THE MAN OF SORROWS.

"Be not far from Me, for trouble is near; for there is none to help. They'
pierced My hands and My feet."-PsA.LM. xxii. 11, 16.
OH, thou patient, sorrowing Saviour! Yes, dear Lord, by one oblation
Thou didst cleanse my every stain ;
Overwhelmed with wrath Divine;
Now the blessings of salvation
How I hate my vile behaviour,
Through Thy blood triumphant
When I think of love like Thine.
reign.
By the floods of hell o'ertaken;
Mocked and pierced by hearts of Wondrous grace! oh, bless the Giver!
Praise Him! praise Him, everstone;
more!
By Thy God and man forsaken,
Till we praise His name for ever,
Thou didst brave the storm alone.
Safe on Canaan's blissful shore.
Didst Thou stoop from bliss eternal
Down to death, the cold, dark Hasten, Lord, the glorious morrow;
Chase these gloomy fears away;
grave?
Bid the last dark pangs of sorrow
Didst thou spoil my foes infernal,
End in everlasting day.
My polluted soul to save?
W. S. ROBINSON.
Scarborough.
• Another GOSPBL MAGAZINB reader gathered Rome, since above was closed,
namely, Mrs. BATCHBLOR, of Southsea, a great lover of the distinctive doctrines
of grace, and one who adorned the principles she professed. The hymn,
"Nothing in my hands I bring," was her favounte.-G. C.
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THE RAISING OF THE WIDOW'S SON.
(LUKE vii. 14.)

THERE is here described a deeply affecting scene. We are carried in
imagination to the Oity of Nain, whose situation was at the foot of
Mount Tabor, near Endor, and about twelve miles from Oapernaum.
The name- indicates a locality marked by the beautiful and the picturesque. The place is mentioned only by St. Luke, and then only in
reference to what is here recorded. In the midst of the lovely scenery,
where every prospect was pleasing to the eye of the beholder, and
where often the ear was charmed with sounds sweet and melodious, we
here read of a truly painful scene, which appears before us in melancholy contrast with the gay and lovely surroundings of that interesting
place.
The Lord, Jesus, accompanied by His disciples and a great crowd of
people, drew near the entrance of that city, when they were confronted
by a long, sad, and solemn procession of mourners emerging from the
gate of the city. Oonspicuous among these mourners there was one
especially, who was acutely suffering from a sense of bereavement and
utter desolation. That was an aged widow. She had previously
encountered many a storm, many a trouble, but this one seemed perhaps
to her a final, but most disastrous climax. A husband who had probably loved and cherished her fondly, had been removed from her.
Then all her other children-supposing that she had had more than onehad been taken one after another. Thus one trouble after another, like
waves of the sea racing after one another, had rolled in and had broken
violently upon her sensitive nature. One only son remained, and that
one apparently her indispensable support and comfort. But he, too,
though only a young man, likely to live long, certainly much longer
than his mother, is struck down by sickness, fades like leaf and flower,
and goes the way of all the earth. Oh, how sharp and heavy the blow!
How she reels and staggers under the weight! How completely the
fountains of pain and grief are opened, and rivers of water freely flow
down the once blooming, but now pale and careworn face! She
bitterly weeps. under a deep sense of crushing isolation. That verdant
vale, t that leafy grove, that majestic Oarmel and Tabor, that blue
Mediterranean, dimpled with beauty, and awful with grandeur as trod
by the giant storm-these lovely scenes have lost their attractions, and
can afford no relief to one in such inexpressible anguish. Her earthly
all is gone. She, too, would gladly go, for all these things appear to
be against her, and life itself is a positive burden. Now, in that
mournful procession, going to place her last loved one in the earth out
of sight, her sorrow had reached its climax. But" man's extremity is
God's opportunity."
Apparently by chance, but really by Divine coincidence and appointment, Jesus comes, just as He came to the disciples on that evermemorable night when, in the midst of the sea, and at midnight's
darkest hour, they had lost all power amid the howling storm and the
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raging sea; they were ready to perish. He said, "Peace, be still! it is
I; be not afraid!" when soon there was a great calm, both in the
world without, and in the mind within. So here Christ is a very present,
Help in time of trouble. He whe saw the disciples toiling in rowing,
Raw her struggling amid a sea of grief. His was no cold, stoical gaze.
It was not a look like that of the riest and Levite, who passed by on
the other side. It:was the look of the Good Samaritan-a look of
tender compassion, but a compassion not limited to a look. It found
expression in words of love and in a work of power. " Weep not!"
·He says. Wipe- away thy fast falling tears. God will wipe away all
tears from the eyes of His people. "I am the Resurrection and the
Life," saith the Lord. Thy son shall live. Like the daughter of J airus,
and Lazarus, he shall be one of three who shall be pledges of the
resurrection to life and glory.
"And He came and touched the bier." This gave them a sign to
pause. It was an outward and visible sign of what He was about to
do. "And they that bare him stood still!" They were to stand still,
like Israel by the Red Sea, and to "see the salvation of the Lord."
Here man is nothing; God is all. "Be still, and know that I am
God." All eyes are fixed on Jesus. A solemn stillness prevails. What
will He say ~ What will He do ~ No one dares to speak. But now
listen. The Lord of life and glory breaks the solemn silence. " He said,
Young man, I say unto thee, Arise!" His almighty voice penetrates
the dull ear of death. His almighty power attends His word,
and the young man's spirit comes back from Paradise, re-enters the
body, and at once corruption is arrested, and the deathly pallor yields
to the rosy hue and bloom of health and vigour. He sat up, began to
speak, and Jesus completed the happy mother's felicity by handing him
.over alive and well to her delighted embrace. What an unspeakably
joyful and impressive meeting! How the widow's heart overflows with
sweet surprise .and warmest gratitude! What profound significance in
the way of promise and pledge that, in the resurrection, loved ones in
Christ shall be restored. ,Ve are not to sorrow as those without hope
for them that sleep. in Jesus, for C)1rist will bring them with Him, and
there shall then be, at the resurrection, the most blessed reunion, the
most complete recognition and eternal beatification. If in the resurrection existing relations are modified, so that "they neither marry,
nor are given in marriage," but will be like the angels, independent
creations, each one complete in himself, and deriving bliss immediately
from God and the Lamb, yet as Christ delivered the son He raised to
his mother, so He will deliver saved husbands and wives, parents and
children, from all the effects of the fall, and re-unite and bind them
together in the sweet and blessed bonds of the happiest life, love, joy,
and glory, which shall last for ever and ever.
Emmnnuel, B1·istol.
R. CORN ALL.
THE most convincing argument and most infallible demonstration
that the Scriptures are indeed the 'Vord of God is, to feel their
enlivening, enlightening, and tran.sforming. power in the heart.Toplady~
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DIARY OF THE LATE REV. N. CHALLIS.
(Conti'lued ft'om page 680.)

June 7th.-I desire to thankfully record the gracious favour of the
Lord towards me this evening, in enabling to speak to the poor
of the flock, and I trust He was manifestly present with others as He
was with me, His unworthy-most unworthy-servant. The subject was
.
Psalm xlvi. 4.
June 9th.-The usual Thursday evening service in the church. The
text was Solomon's Song i. 7.
June 12th.-Greatly helped to-day in the church 'by my most gracious
Lord, yet I had not a comfortable time in ministering the Word. Mr.
SAUNDERS, the Vicar of St. Silas' Church, preached in the evening.
June 13th.-After a rather restless night, awoke early this morning,
when the following words came suddenly and forcibly to the mind,
"Call upon Me in the day of trouble, and I will deliver thee."
June 14th.-I have been this evening .to the Mission Hall, where a
few poor people are wont to meet together. The text on which I
founded my address to them are the words contained in Romans v. 19
and 20. May the good Lord pardon my ministerial sins. Oh, that I
may realize the truth of the gracious promise, "He will abundantly
pm·don." My prayer is that He would" keep the door of my lips"
(Psa. cxli. 3). .
June 20th.-Yesterday the ministrations in the church devolved
-entirely on me. It was a very hot day. The good Lord fitted the
back to the burden, and gave strength according to my need. Preached
in the morning on these words, with which I awoke on the morning of
Saturday, "If the Son, therefore, shall make you free, ye shall be free
indeed." I had not freedom in speaking upon them, yet was helped,
the Lord being better to me than my fears. The text in the evening
was, Isaiah xlv. 22, "Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all the ends of
the earth." About this sermon I have been greatly exercised during
the night. I fear it was delivered in a too controversial spirit. The
good Lord pardon.
June 25th.-Awoke with these words on my mind, "Take My yoke
upon you, and learn of Me, for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye
shall find rest unto your souls." May.the good Lord enable me to take
His yoke and wear it, and willingly to submit to His gracious and gentle
mle.
, June 26th.-The word, on awaking this morning, was, "My grace is
sufficient for thee, for My strength is made perfect in weakness." The
Lord has fulfilled His Word, and will fulfil His Word. The Rev. D. A.
DOUDNEY, jun., has preached this morning, and is expected to preach
.again this evening.
J7me 30th.-The first words this morning, when I awoke, were, "He
will keep the feet of His saints." I thought it probable the Lord might
have given them for a word to the people to-night, but I did not feel
able to appropriate them for such a purpose. The words from which I
have preached to-night are these, " If thou ~newest the gift of God," &c.
(Johniv.10). With what result,only'the Lord knows. I am ever Hi~
most unprofitable servant. .
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July 10th.-Dr. DOUDNEY preached twice to.day, after an absence of
nearly five weeks.
July 14th.-1 occupied the pulpit in the evening. Subject, Psalm
lxxii. 26. Bound in the spirit-no freedom-yet the Lord greatly
helperl me, and delivered me from my fears.
July 17th, Sunday.-I trust the Lord was with me this morning,
when, with a consciousness of my ignorance and helplessness, and
casting myself on the Lord, I endeavoured to speak to the people in
His name. The text was John xvi. 8.
July 28th.-1 desire to thankfully record the goodness of the Lord,
as manifested -to me in enabling me to speak to the people this evening with some degree of enlargement and freedom. I trust the word
spoken was a word in season to some of the Lord's people. But I
am always an unprofitable servant.
July 30th.-May it please my gracious Lord to go with me on the
morrow, and to stand ~ and strengthen me, whilst I attempt to speak in
His name in the morning.
July 31st. The Lord has graciously enabled me to minister again in
His name. I was rather fearful and faint-hcarted at the prospect of
standing up in the presence of the people, but the good Lord graciously
dl'livered me from my fear. So far as I spoke in accordance with His
mind, may He own and bless my humble ministry.
August lIth.-" And thy Redeemer" (Isa. xli. 14). The Lord
graciously enabled me to discourse on these. words at the usual
Thursday evening service. He mercifully delivered me from prevailing
unbelief and fear, and again loosed my faltering tongue. To His name
be the glory if any good to any soul was the result.
August 19th.-"Waters of a full cup are wrung out to them" (Psa.
lxxiii. 10). The foregoing words came forcibly to the mind this
morning, and were deeply impressed. Are they to prepare me fo.
trouble ~
August 28th.~Preached in the morning. The text was Psalm xlv. 2.
"Thou art fairer than the children of men; grace is poured into Thy
lips; therefore God hath blessed Thee for ever."
September Ist.-" Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help
thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of My righteousness"
(Isa. xli. 10). These words were ~iven me for the text of the usual
Thursday evening's sermon; and I trust were given as a word for.
some one of those who were present.
September 4th.-Dr. DOUDNEY preached twice. His subject in the
morning was the leper, with special reference to Naaman. It was an
interesting sermon. In the evening his text was Psalm xxii. 1.
September 7th.-1 have been this evening to Mary-le-Port Ohurch,
having been requested to take the week-night service for Mr. ORMIST0N.
I preached to an attentive audience. The Lord helped me, according to
His Word, whereon He caused me to depend. What a debtor am I
to His grace! " Faint, yet pursuing." The text was, "Fear not, little
flock," &c. (Luke xii. 32).
September llth.-Not permitted to preach to-day in the usual course.
Why 1 The Doctor occupied the pulpit in the morning and aleo in the
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evening. He alluded to the awful calamitv at Exeter-the burning of
a theatre there, whereby more than two· hundred persons lost their
lives. His text this evening was, ., Be ye also ready, for in such an
hour as ye think not the Son of Man cometh." "Prepare, my soul, to
meet Him!" Make me ready, 0 Lord, for Thine appearing!
SeptembeT 13th.-There was a better attendance than usual at the
Mission Hall this evening. Subject, Psalm ciii. 1-5.
SeptembeT 20th.-Mission Hall. Subject, Luke xxiv. 4-7. The Lord
enabled to speak to them with freedom. I trust He was present to
bless.
.
September 22nd.-There was a good congregation at the church this
evening. The Lord gave me a door of utterance, and also gave me
two testimonies as to the acceptableness of the ministration of His
Word by my lips. Although much cast down by reason of a consciousness of my unfitness, yet I am sometimes encouraged by a word from
t.hose who know and fear His name. The text was Zechariah iii. 9.
September 25th.-The good Lord has very graciously helped me this
day. He delivered me from my fears and strengthened me. The
text .in the morning was Matthew xi. 29, "Take my yoke upon you,"
&c., and in the evening, Revelation xxii. 17.
OctobtT 2nd.-Mr. SAUNDERS preached in the morning, and afterwards
assisted at the Lord's table. His text was, "Ephesians iii. 10. The
Lord enabled me to preach in the evening, and gave me quietness
whilst speaking to the people in His name. The subject was, the
trial of faith (1 Peter i. 7).
October 9th.-The Doctor, having returned from Southsea, where he
had been staying for nearly three weeks, occupi£<d the pulpit both in the
morning and evening. His text in the morning was, Nehemiah i. 4,
"And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I sat down and
wept." His text in the evening was, 1 Peter ii. 7, "Unto you therefore which believe He is precious." The occasion was the twenty-ninth
anniversary of his coming to Bristol.
October 13th.-I desire to speak good of the name of the Lord, who
enabled this evening to wait on Him in the ministration of His
Word with quietness. May He be pleased to gi"e a blessing to some
of those who were present to hear. Oh, that I could commit myself
unreservedly into His hands! I would take shame to myself that my
ministry is so much exercised in a self-seeking spirit. Oh, that I could
forget myself, and think only of Him who is the only source of holy
inspiration! The text was, Solomon's Song ii. 14.
October 16th.-The Lord very graciously gave me utterance this morning
when I attempted to speak in His name, and, as I have been informed,
some received the Word. Ephesians iii. 12. The Doctor preached this
evening.
October 25th.-I trust the Lord was present with us at the Mission
Hall this evening, and that the word spoken in His name was not in
vain. There were very few in attendance. The t,ext was, Psalm xxxiv. 18.
October 27th.-There were few at church this evening, perhaps owing
to the rainy weather which prevails. Oh, that I could lose sight of
myself when ministering the Word! Oh, that I could set the Lord
always before me!
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October 30th.-" Hitherto hath the Lord helped me." "A very present
help" has He been to me during the day. The text this morning was,
Psalm cxxx. 5, 6, "My soul waiteth for the Lord," &c.
November 2nd.-In consequence of the illness of Mr. ORMISTON, the
E:ector of Mary-le-Port, I have by his request taken the pulpit for
hIm. The good Lord gave me quietness of mind whilst addressing
His people, and enabled to speak a few plain words to them. The
text was, Ephes. ii. 4, 5. How has His goodness in helping me to
speak in His name without fear, rebuked me for having manifested a
peevish and rebellious spirit when asked to go on this occasion. ·How
long suffering and gracious is my God towards me!
November 5th.-Went to see Mr. STEVENS this afternoon, and found
him still progressing in health and strength. He told me he had n?t
had any word from the Lord during his illness; and yet, as he saId
on a former occasion when I visited him, Ohrist was very precious
to him when in a dying condition, and he did not wish to get better
at that time.
Novembm' 8th.-The Lord was very present in our midst this evening, when a few poor people were gathered together in His name at
the Mission Hall; thus fulfilling His gracious assurance, "Where two
or three are gathered together in My name, tbere am I in the midst
of them" (Matt. xviii. 20). The words suggested two leading thoughts
for a topic-namely, our Plea, "In My name"; and His promise,
.. There am I," &c.
November 18th.-First word on awaking, after mental exercise during
the night, "I have chosen thee, and not cast thee away" (see Isa.
xli. 9).
November 19ih.-Oheering words, " My servants shall never be
ashamed" (see Joel ii. 26, 27).
November 22nd.-" Oome now, and let us reason together, saith the
Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;
though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool" (Isa. i. 18).
These words, spoken to me early this morning, were the text at the
Mission Hall this evening.
November 23rcl.-" 'When the poor and needy seek water, and there
is none, and their tongue faileth for thirst, I the Lord will hear
them, I the God of Israel will not forsake them" (Isa. xli. 17).
Spoken early this, morning.
Novembe1' 27th.-How great cause I have to be thankful for the
Lord's goodness manifested towards me during the day, In the morni.ng He graciously enabled to speak to the people in His name without
fear, having given me great quietness; and this evening also strengthened me and kept me calm.' The Doctor's' text this evening was,
Psalm xci. 16, "With long life will I satisfy him, and show him my
salvation." Memorable words, given to my dear mother, when at my
birth my life hung in suspense.
December 15th.-Two scriptures were given this morning in answer
to prayer, namely, "Fear thou not, for I am with thee,'"' &c" and also,
'When the poor and needy seek. water," &c.; and a third was added,
namely, "When thou pas'sest' through the waters, I .will be with
thee," &c.
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Dece~ber 17th.-Went in the morning to see Mr. STEVENS, a teacher
in the Sunday School, who has of late been greatly afflicted-apparently
"sick unto death "...."..and who was, as it was thought,. in a fair state
of re~overy; but he has suffered from a relapse during the last few
days, and is again alarmingly ill. I found him very low and feeble
in body, being unable to say much and in great darkness of soul.
"Oh, so dark!" he said, with tears. "Not' a word from the Lord,"
he added. I tried to speak a few comforting words, and read the 27th
Psalm, and com!Dended him to the Lord in prayer.
December 19th.-Was informed this afternoon that Mr. STEVENS passed
away in the early morning, ere those who were with him were aware
of it, thus falling peacefully asleep. He will be greatly missed in the
Sunday School, and it is a distressing loss to his young wife and
children.
December 20th.-I have again been enabled to speak to the few poor
people who weekly assemble at the Mission Hall. The Lord graciously
opened my mouth to say a few words on the text contained in Isaiah
xli. 17, a word given to me from the Lord in the early morning, in
answer to prayer during the night watches.
Decernbe1' 26th.-How graciously has the Lord sustained me during
the day! 'What quietness and calmness of spirit has He given me
in rather trying circumstances! I have been to a village called Wraxall
to perform the last rites for a dear brother in the Lord (Mr. STEVENS),
who has departed this mortal life, leaving a young widow to mourn
his loss, and three young children. May her late husband's God
mercifully support her under the heavy s.troke'. "A Father of the
fatherless, and a Judge of the widows, is God in His holy habitation."
(To he eontinued.)

THE SEED OF THE BLESSED OF THE LORD.
THE subjoined letter has served to bring forcibly to remembrance the
promise of J ehovah to Abraham, the father of the faithful, that "in
him, and in his seed, should all the families of the earth be blessed."
Isa. lix, 21: "As for Me, this is My covenant with them, saith the Lord;
My spirit that is upon thee, and My words which I have put in thy
mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of
thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the Lord, from
henceforth ancl for ever;" and Isa. lxv. 23: "They shall not labour in
vain, nor bring forth for trouble; for they are the seed of the blessed
of the Lord, and their offspring with them," were also brought
to mind. We rejoice in the fact that the dealings of our God, and
His special blessings, were thus by no means limited to the lifetime of
His children, bUG that, after they have passed away, their seed should
grow up to call the Redeemer blessed. Bow 'comforting and encouraging
is this fact to godly parents. How sweet is the thought"And this shall be our children's song,
When we are cold in dust."
With respect to our dear departed friend' and brother, the Rev.
HENRY BARNE (to whom reference is ,macle 'in the annexed not.e), how

740

The Gospel M agazznt.

well do we remember his concern about the spiritual interests of his
children. How earnestly would he request that prayer might be offered
in their behalf. How entwined about his heart was the dear boy,
whose letter we are about to quote. How invariably would he ask
for a few words of prayer, "just as we stood," before we separated.
Prayer-prayer-was indeed his element ! Well might the poet's words
be adapted in regard to our dear friend, "He entered heaven by
prayer." His cheery smile-his genial bearing-his loving words,
re-present themselves so vividly from time to time. To know dear
HENRY BARNE was to love him. It was scarcely possible to sever the
two-the knowledge and the love were blessedly blended.
But now to the letter. We could not accede to the wishes of our
little friend, by inserting his lines in Old Jonathan, because the number
was at press before his letter arrived, but we gladly give it a place in
this Magazine, for a two-fold purpose: first, in proof of ~he faithfulness
of the Lord to His promise, as already expressed in the Scripture we have
quoted; and, secondly, in order to stimulate the young to try their
hand at this or that good work, and not to yield to the idea, "I can't
this," or "I can't the other."
THE LITTLE ONE'S_LETTER (JUST AS WRITTEN).
Vicar's CO'U1,t, Lincoln.

DEAR OLD JONATHAN,-I wrote these verses last Christmas, and as I
should like to see them printed in Old Jonathan, will you please write
and tell me if you think they are good enough, and if you will be kind
enough to put them in. I was eight-and-a.half years last Christmas, and
Mother will write you a certificate, to tell you that I did them all myself.
She says you knew father very well.
Yours truly,
HENRY HUME BARNE.
THE CHRISTMAS HYMN.
ONCE a little child was born,
And a wondrous golden star,
Long ago;
Shining bright,
He was but a poor man's son,
Wise men to that stable led,
Meek and low.
At JP,idnight.
In a manger He was laid
Yes, a manger was His bed,
Here below;
Straw and hay;
And the angels flew to earth,
Where the cows and oxen fed,
To and fro.
Jesus lay.
Hung upon a barren tree,
Bleeding sore,
Thus He died for you and me;
Him adore!
CERTIFICATE.
Vicar's CO'Urt, Lincoln, October 16th, 1890.
I, EMILY MANSELL, certify that these verses were written by HENRY
BARNE, when eight-and-a-half years of age, without any help whatever.

FAITH is the eye of the soul, and the Holy Spirit's influence is the
light by which it sees.-Toplady.
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A WORD TO OUR READERS ABOUT THE PRESENT TIMES.
DEAR FRIENDS AND FELLOW-PILGRIMS,-My heart is sorely oppressed
in the contemplation of the present state of Christendom. I cannot
conceive of any right-minded person being indifferent to the facts
stated at various meetings, which have recently been held to consider
what ca.n be done at the present crisis, for the stemming (if
possible) the rapid progress of Romanism and Ritualism in our midst.
The attention of the reader is called to the address of Sir ARTHUR
BLACKWOOD, for example, as given in another page, upon this subject.
As one lamentable means for furthering Popery, it is stated that
Hymns Ancient and Modern (that Jesuitical trap!) has reached a
circulation of 27,867,000. A speaker at one of the aforesaid meetings
stated, that no less than 40,000 Protestant children are being taught
in Roman Catholic schools. But apart from these considerations, the
facts depress me greatly, so that were I to consult my own feelings, I
would gladly remain silent, and give heed to the Lord's word, "Come,
my people, enter thou unto thy chambers, and shut thy doors about
thee: hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast. For, behold, the Lord cometh out of His place to
punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: the earth
also shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain"
(Isa. xxvi. 20, 21). But necessity is laid upon me. Since the Lord
placed me in the position He has enabled me so long to sustain,
I should be by no means faithful to the solemn trust committed
to me, were I to remain silent. The times in which we live are
solemn and eventful to the 'last degree. The remark was lately
made in my hearing-and I dare not deny its truthfulness-" Men,"
said the speaker, "are living in a fool's paradise." Influences are
widely spread and in most active operation, in proof that the
generality of people are either deceived themselves, or deceiving others.
I caunot enumerate, or give particulars-it would be hazardous, in a
legal point of view, so to do-but even since this article has been in
the course of writing, I have been brought in contact with partiesmen of high standing and influence-that has caused me to sigh and
-ery before the Lord. My heart has been sad indeed, as I have
-eontemplated the position of these men, and what the deadly and
destructive consequences that must necessarily follow their line of
things. Their very ability, coupled as it is with the greatest amiability, renders their teaching and example the more captivating and
injurious. Were I to state facts, the reader would, I am persuaded,
~asily account for the pressure that is upon me as I write. Hence, I
dare not but raise the warning voice, and beseech those into whose
hands this work may fall to "consider their ways;" yea, as the
Apostle exhorts, to "examine themselves, to prove their own selves,
whether they be in the faith or not." The times in which we live and
the influences by which we are surrounded, call-and that loudly-for
deep searching of heart and proving of the spirit. The pressure upon
~me's own soul is such as to compel one almost continually to cry,
"' Search me, 0 God, and try me; prove me, and know my thoughts j and
see if there be any evil way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting."
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Moreover, if I may judge by contact with fellow-believers and from
the correspondence 'that comes to hand from time to time, I believe.
my own state of mind to be in keeping with others,. especially the old
and wearied' ones. .With them it appears to be a time of special
trial and. dark, deep exercise. In proportion to their love for Zion
and interest in its welfare, in that very proportion is their sorrow as
they contemplate the existing state of things.
.
Personally, what one would do without a "Thus saith the Lord," aud
a "ThCTU hast said," under present circumstances, one is at a ~oss to
imagine. His covenant promises and His divine pledges are increasingly precious'; and, if one may speak on behalf of others, never was
the counsel of Jesus more precious than now, "And when these
things begin to come to pas·s, then look up, and lift up your heads;
for your redemption draweth nigh" (Luke xxi. 28).
THE EDITOR.

TO "E. D."
WE rejOICe in that any poor words of ours. met your case. We
never think of you and the immense weight of responsibility devolving upon you, without connecting with it the all-sufficiency as well
as the divine faithfulness of our God. We can perfectly understand the feelings of LUTHER, in looking back with amazement towards
the end of his race, that he could ever have undertaken the journey to
Worms. We, in our declining years, retrace our pathway with equal
astonishment, wondering how we ever could have undertaken this
labour, or ventured upon that enterprize. All we can do is to ascribe
it wholly and solely to Him who' says, "My grace is sufficient for
thee; My strength is made perfect in weakness." Hence there springs
therefrom in all its fulness and blessedness, the Psalmist's exclamation,
11 Not unto. us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy name give glory
for Thy mercy and for Thy truth's sake." These experiences, however
critical and trying they may be whilst we are called to pass through
them, lead to a blessed knowledge as to the character and the covenant
faithfulness of our God, and impart a corresponding boldness in defence
of His truth. There may appear to be a lack of it, and this may be
among our personal regrets and lamentations as to a want of zeal and
steadfastness, but there are circumstances in which the Lord's children
at times are placed, when, the character or the faithfulness of their
Lord being called in question, under the precious present power of
the Holy Ghost, such are made bold as a lion in defence of Him
who is, in spite of all their sin and frailty, 11 all their salvation and all
their desire." At the same time, in defending His name and cause,
they are made perfectly indifferent as. to their own personal interests.
At such favoured seasons, they are not only anxious to defend His
truth, but ready to die for it. This was the spirit that possessed the
martyrs, and helped to carry them triumphantly through their sufferings to their eternal rest.

======

HE who doeth whatsoever he will, must do it how he will.
for us to receive, not. to appoint.-Bishop Hall.
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THE LATE REV. J. W. WATTS, . M.A.
(See Portrait.)

ONE by one the dear people of the Lord are being gathered hOme
swelling the multitudes round the throne, hastening His glorious coming.
On August 14th, 1889, at Ryde, Isle of Wight, an earthly home was
darkened, but a ransomed spirit was freed and rejoiced in the light of
the glory of God. A good soldier of the Lord Jesus Christ, who" kept
the faith," on that day" finished his course" with joy, at the ripe age
of eighty-three years.
The Rev. JOHN W. WATTS, M.A., was one who" walked with God,"
and in whom it was evident to all that he had "been with Jesus!'
His affectionate and winning manner greatly endeared him to all wh6
were privileged to know him, and the image of Him who is love was
brightly reflected in his gentle, saintly face and character, which
deepened more and more as he approached the land of love. Called
through divine grace in early life to the ministry of the Gospel, he
"counted all things but loss for Christ," as is fittingly recorded on the
tombstone, beneath which his precious earthly remains lie till the bright
resurrection morning. Through opposition and discouragement, which
his loving nature would sorely shrink from, he bravely trod the narrow
path, following the footsteps of his Master, whose he was and whom
he served. In 1829 he was appointed Curate of St. Werburgh's, Bristol.
He cherished the fondest recollections of this city to the last. And he has
spoken to me several times of his sojourn there, and of the dear faithful
men whom he had known there, and whom he had loved with a fervent
affection here, to be renewed in the united love before the throne.
He was thirty-eight years Vicar of Bicester, in the county of Oxford,
and during his sojourn here was the intimate friend of the Rev.
HENRY BARNE, of Faringdon. They were associated together in the
many stirring events and struggles of that period, and their friendship
was warm and deep. Age and infirmity compelled him to resign his
sphere of active labour, and the last six years of his life were passed
in the milder air and the beauty of the Isle of Wight. Even there,
when declining years and failing strength bade him rest, he could not
cease his labour of love, and he frequently gave sweet telling addresses,
and established It Bible-class, which was most interesting. It will long
be remembered by those who attended it, and surely his warnings and
exhortations have left a lasting impression. It was during the last
years of his earthly sojourn, when at Ryde, that I first knew him.
The very affectionate, gentle manner of the dear old clergyman, and·
his courteous, kindly welcome at his own home, together with the
ripe experience and deep spirituality of his conversation, impressed
me greatly, and his living, earthly presence is sorely missed.
He sank very, very gradually to his rest, losing first the strength
to carry on his meetings, then to walk out, and so on till he was
unable to leave his bed. The fear of death, which characterises so
many of God's dear children, harassed him for years; but at the end
it was all taken away. As death, or rather the freedom from the
body of death, approached, he lost the fear and welcomed the coming·
friend that was to give him the sight pe had so long yearned for, of
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the face of t4e One who had so loved him. How encouraging these
facts, dear reader, to those "who through fear of death, are all their
lifetime subject to bondage." He who conquered death and took away
the sting, reveals, even before the soul leaves its earthly tenement,
such a sight of Himself, that the heart is enraptured and bounds
with joy to meet Him, seeing only Him, and, in that longing gaze, forgetting all else but the joy of joys before him. Thus it was with dear
Mr. WATTS, as with countless others, and thus it will be till the last
saint is gathered into glory.
But facts -from eye-witnesses of his closing triumph will be most
valued, and the following paper from the pen of a devoted follower of
the Lord Jesus, who was his most intimate friend during his sojourn
in Ryde, will be deeply interesting:"I had the great privilege of spending a good deal of time with
6.ear Mr. WATTS, during the last six years of his life. He was to me
a dear friend and beloved brother in Jesus Christ, and I trust I may
never forget how much I learned from him; for I never met one in
whom the image of Christ was more reflected, for it came forth in
every word and action, and there was a holy calm resting on his
countenance, and a sweetness of disposition and consistent Christian
conduct, which endeared him to all who knew him.
"He was a rare. man, and an uncommon Christian, with a deep,
devoted love to the Saviour and His cause. He walked with God,
and he often recalled to my mind what I believe dear M'CHEYNE was,
-ever breathing the very spirit of holiness.
" 11.\:. W J\.'r'r'i'> b.\\.d. \\. b.\\."1I"1I1, %ID.\.\in.j!" ID.\\.n.\-y C\)U.1lt~1l\\1lC\l, 'witb l\ 'kini\
word for everyone, and no one could know him without having a love
and admiration for him; and he was an example to us all in never
meeting without speaking a word for the blessed Master, and always
joining together in prayer.
" I had the great privilege of being with him in his last hours, which
were perfect peace. His last words were, 'With Jesus,' and, opening
his eyes, he looked upwards with a hea.venly smile, and went to be for
-ever with the Lord whom he so dearly loved.
"Mr. WATTS' intellectual powers were of a high order, with a memory
strong and accurate in retaining what he had read, and it was with
feelings awfully solemn he began his ministry, at the early age of
twenty-five years, at Thorn, in Somersetshire, where he was privileged
to witness many souls brought to Jesus. He afterwards laboured in
the holy office of the ministry at Bath, also in Guernsey, and for
thirty-eight years at Bicester, in Oxfordshire; and at each place the
Lord was pleased very abundantly to bless his labours. It was known
that he invariably commenced all his works with a calm season of
private devotion in the preparation of his own soul, which ma.de his
preaching in a manner the development of his soul's experience, in
giving out of the inward life to his flock of what he himself had found
to be as nourishment. And he never allowed any idle conversation in
the vestry, but all was preparation of heart in approaching God, and
<1.1ways prayer preceded entering the church.
"JAMES T. O. JOHNSTON, M.D.,
.. Deputy Inspector.General of Army Ho,pitau:"
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. On the Sunday after his death the following particulars were given
by the Rev. W. H. REDKNAP, in a sermon in St. James' Ohurch, Ryde,
which Mr. VVATTS attended during hi~ last years. The text was,
Revelation xiv. 13, and Mr. REOKNAP eommencpd his sermon by saying,
" I do not think that if I searched the whole Bible from end to end I
could find words which more suitably set forth the clrcumst.ances of
the life and departure of our late valued and beloved friend than these
I have read to you. There was that in his whole life and characterin the faith he so firmly rested on-in the holiness of life he so manifested-and -in the sweet simplicity of manner for which he was so
beloved, which answers in every respect to these words of St. John,
'Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord.' My dear friends, he
lhed 'in the Lord.' He was, as St. Paul terms it, 'a man in Ohrist,'
and therefore, having his life hid with Ohrist in God, we know that he
died in the Lord, and the blessed result must follow. He rests now
from his labours, and his works will follow him; not in the way
of merit or desert, for the best man who ever lived was but an
unprofitable servant, but in the way of grace, and God's everlasting
remembrance."
Towards the close of his sermon Mr. REDKNAP said, "Our late beloved
friend and brother, who has been taken from us, was one who showed
by long life and conversation that he li/led in the L01'd. He was one who
could say, 'For me to live is Ohrist.' I knew him for many years,
long before he left, through increasing infirmity, the arduous work of
his parish, and decided to come and end his days in our town. I knew
him as the beloved minister, the consistent Ohristian, the valued friend,
the calm adviser in trouble. His sweet and loving disposition drew to
him all hearts. It was a treat to sit with him in his room and listen
to his fatherly counsel, and you rarely left his room without prayer.
I Those
who knew him most intimately had cause to love him most.'
So said one once who was associated with him in the ministry. And,.
as his life was thus a life in the Lord, so his departure was also in
the Lord. His last hour fully testified to the faith he enjoyed, and
the grace God had given him. He said to a beloved friend who spent
much time with him, 'I am quite willing to stay or to go, whichever will glorify God most.' To the same dear brother in the Lord,
about six hours before he passed away, he remarked, 'Dear friend,
there is nothing in myself, only precious Jesus and His blood which
cleanses me from all sin.' About two hours before his departure it
was remarked to him, 'Jesus is with you.' He replied, 'He is always
with me, and to the end.' One minute before he fell asleep in Jesus,
he opened his eyes very wide, and with an effort to move his body,
he gazed upward with a most heavenly smile, and then departed to
be 'for ever with the Lord.' Surely such an end, such a peaceful, happy
end, with no death but simply sleep in Jesus, explains the meaning of
my text, 'Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord.'
"He often remarked to the dear servant of God to whom I referred
just now, 'Dear friend, we cannot realize what it will be to see Jesus
and to be with Him for ever.' He has realized it all now as we
cannot yet understand it, and there is all the glorious future before
him. He rests from his labours, with no more temptation, no more
3e
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weariness, no more vexation, no more sorrow, and anxiety, and pain;
all that is passed for ever."
So dear Mr. V.,rATTS has joined the great cloud of witnesses, and
realizes faith's brightest vision-Christ Himself-amid fulness of joy
NETTIE.
for evermore.
The foregoing will, we are sure, be read with special interest. There
is one fact, however, in connection with the interesting particulars here
given to which we would call the attention of our readers. It is the
state of mind; in regard to the article of death, to which reference has
been made. To many it would appear strange that one who was so sound
in the faith, and who had, for more than half a century, borne so
bright and blessed a testimony for God and truth, should become so
timid and, at times, almost disconsolate in the anticipation of the closing
up of his so lengthened and successful career. So much was this the
case, that he would occasionally weep in bitterness of sonl, and has
questioned his great personal friend, dear Mr. REDKNAP, as to whether
he had ever met with a similar instance of one who had so long held
and preached the doctrines of grace being reduced to such doubts and
distress as that under which he laboured. Be it remembered that,
through age and infirmity, he had been laid aside from his loved occupation. He was no longer able, as afo::etime, to minister to his loved
congregation, and thus was deprived of the sweet realization that "he
tbat watereth others should be watered himself." But without doubt
there was a loving and divine purpose in that this eminent servant of
the Lord was so tried. It proved that there can be no presuming upon
grace, in however large a measure or protracted the season in which
that grace had been experienced. It was to prove, likewise, how readily
the Lord can withdraw His sensible presence or withhold His divine
manifestations, and bring His servants into a condition of the extremest
helplessness and impotency. Mr. VV ATTS' case, moreover, was another
example in proof that the deepest taught and the most experienced
cannot-dare not-turn the grace of God into licentiousness; in other
words, they maintain the most determined hostility to the libellous
charge that a belief in covenant verities leads to, and encourages antinomianism. Well has it been said that high doctrine prompts to high
practice.
But let the reader not overlook the ultimate issue of all the deep
and varied exercises of the Lord's honoured servant. Mark the termi·
nation of His so lengthened career. See how beautifully and blessedly
illustrated that precious portion, "Mark thE:' perfect man, and behold
the upright, for the end "-yes, the end 1 the end 1-" of that man is
peace!'
THE EDITOR.
THE greatest difficulty in conversion ~s, to WIn the heart to God j and
the. greatest difficulty after conversion IS, to keep the heart with God.
Even a gracious heart is like a musical instrument, which, though it be
exactly tuned, a small matter brings it out of tune j yea, hang it aside
but a little, and it will need setting again before you can play another
lesson on it.-Flavel.
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WE thought it remarkable that upon the same morning that the paper
appeared giving such a graphic description of a Salvationist funeral, the
annexed came to hand, which we copy from an Australian Baptist
Magazine. How great the contrast in the committing to their kindred
dust the bodies of the two descendants of It fallen head. As far as
our own poor self is concerned, were the choice given us, on the one
hand, of being carried to the grave amid all that fleshly, creature
display, so congenial to the pride and arrogance of the human heart,
even though so identified with all the solemnities of death and the
grave; or, on the other hand, of our poor dust being carried to its
mother earth in the quiet, the desolate, the creature-forsaken condition
and circumstances depicted in the following, ill our better judgment
and really spiritual ~ mind, we should choose the latter; yea, and in
doing so, we believe we should bring more glory to God.
~
Here is the extract:LOST

.AND

FOUND.

DE"R SIR,-Would you please insert the fullowing copy of a most precious
letter received with much joy to-day, by some, I trust, who are fcieuds and
neighbours of the Good Samaritan and Good Shepherd, who has eo graciously
com9 to seek and to save the lost. "Bless the Lord, 0 my wul: and all
within me, bless His holy name." "Kindred to Him who fell among
thieves" :-

"My DEAR SISTER IN THE BLESSED LORD JEsU"s,-Hi~ love, mercy and
peace to you and yours, for ever and ever, Amen. A great many hearty
thanks for your kind, loving letters, which have cheered us on in our many
toils in Zion, in the city, in the institutions, in the L.O.I., and in the book
trade. You saw in the P .S. our 12th of July meetings; and last S .turday
I tra-'elled in mud until midnight, and la8t Lord's DdY and Monday until
twelve at night, and home on Tuesday. The mud flew like hail for fift,y miles
of our journey. I had to be covered with a tablecloth to keep me decent
~mough to go into the halt and chapel before the people. The arrangements
were made, and go I mU8t, rain or hail, or snow or freeze.
"I had been wet and weary all the week before I started, by the dying
cf the poor saved one at the Newingtoa Asylum, of which you may hear
more in due t:me ; only the dear Master and His poor servant went with her
dust to its fellow dust, unless it was a convoy of His dear invisible ones in
their glorious bright array; those grand princely attendants of our most
gracious King, the Lord of worlds and the great Monarch of glory. Her
parents' weahh, bequeathed to her, gone. Her health, strength and beauty,
gone. --Her home and human friends, gone. A pauper's home, coffin, and
grave, preaent. This is all the human eye could see. But" 'To thee it matters not,
To whom related, or by whom begot;
A heap of dust alone remains of thee,
'Tis all thou art, and all mankind shall be.'
" This all the human eye can sec. This work of sin, death and hell i3
done. These blasting powers of great d~mnation once. hurled this soul down
to her gates a wreck, ragless, meritless, and godless. This is all poor feeble
sense can see. Yet, to faith's God-given eye, what.worlds appear! Worlds
of grace, mercy, peace, and love; unmerited, unbought, &c., at first,
uilsought. In fait>l's ·true gaz~ these heavenly powers made their con3 C :J
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descending stoop to ruin such as hell and death and sin had made, and
plrtced repentance in that bre;\st which filled her eyes with tears and moved
her heart with love, and drew her soul to God by faith, and laid the
foundation of her hope in Jesus' precious blood. Thus in that pauper's
home, coffin, and grave, with but one visible friend by its side, faith can see
ten thousand glories of her great and most gracious Lord. How strangely
different this seems to sense, and that sight of faith, or the eyes of the
enlightened understanding. To sense, four black boards, with the words.
L. McC., Age 33, plainly written upon one of them, in a low wet clay grave,
with one poor wet cold friend by Its side. To faith; a monument of mercy'
brilliant with glory; an heir of God and His kingdom; a trophy of grace
gl"rified with praises; one bonght with the b~ood of God's dear Son; a
temple of the Holy Ghost; the loved of God; an heir of glory; the Bride
of Christ, and one adorned in heaven's royal array; sang into heaven by Zo
convoy of the heavenly host; received into the open arms of Jesus with ten
thousand loving smiles upon His face, and ten thousand crowns upon His
brow. This is faith's vision, as distinct from sense. Upon what part of
God's eternal truth shall we build these sentiments 1 I think the following
(Luke xv. 10) :- ' Likewise I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of
t~e angels of God over one sinner that r<'penteth.' 1st. Lo!s, and consequent
sorrow; and 2nd. F01md, and consequent joy is in the similitude. I. We
have God I,he Loser of sheep, money, and son; first, previous possession is
implied. We must pOSSESS a person, creature, or thing, before we can lose
it. Sl:e was possessed by God, His property. She was His by creation,
love, choice, and covenant. 'All Mine are Thine, and Thine are Mine,' saysthe Eternal Son to the Eternal Father. This is J ehovah' s eternal possession
of His sheep, money, and. sons (Eph. 1st chap.). 11. God lost us in the
]'uins of the fall; in Satan's captivity; and in sin's dark ways, in which
M-- B - - wandered down to the gates of hell, as we have seen. Oh. it
h a wonderful mercy that we were possessed by the great J ehovah, w that
in our being.lost, He lost us ; we were His lost sheep, money. and children.
The Father lost His child in her, in the bush of sin, ending in the sorrows
of Calvary. The Son lost His sheep in her, in the dark mountains, resulting
in His grief in the garden. The Spirit lost His jewel in her, in the
pitmire and filth of sin, which made H,s soul to mourn. Oh, what a mercy
to be God's lost ones; for He knows where to find us and how to find us.
None can be lost to His observing eyes, or go beyond the reach of His
Almighty arm; He will reclaim His lost ones and repossess His once
alienated flock.
c, We have God joyfully finding His sheep, money, and son.
The Loser
is the Finder in each case. God lost her, and God alone could find her.
1st. He found hfT by the power of His Spirit in the glorious work of
regeneration in her soul, giving ri.e to repentance unto life and faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ. 2nd. He found her by the drawing power of the cords
of His own loving-kindne~s. 3rd. He found her by HIS Shepherd's arm,
which gathered her into His loving bosom, so that she sang with us"

C

;

Rock of Ages, shelter mp,
Let me hide myself in Thee.'

4th. He gathered her in the Newington Asylum by the power of His grace,
so that the lady superintendent of that institution testified to Ul that she never
had a more grateful, well-behaved person under her charge. All who conversed
with her, who had the fear of God in themselves, confe~sed it was in her.
5th. He found her on the 12th J uly commit~ing her spirit into His hands
who had redeemed her, to be for ever-with Him, in the sinless, sorrowless
world of His [glory for ever and ever, Amen. He found her; not the
-niuety and nine other sheep, nor the nine p'ec,s of silver not lost" nor the
unlolSt S,)ll. 'Tis He who lost her found her; not the Salvation Army, nor

~
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·the Blue Ribbon Army, nor free-will, nor free-agency. She ran through all
these, but the Lord found her to His and her great joy, and much rejoicing.
•, Who are the Lord's friends and neighbours whom He calls together tll
rejoice with Him at His finding of His flock, His jewels, His childr.n 1 I
am one; lOU, dear sister, are another; your deor little company of saints,
,and mine, with many others are the same. The holy angels, archangels,
and the noble army of m.rtyrs, and the spirits of the just are the same.
All these 'clap their triumphant wings and say, " The glorious work is done." ,
That you may join in His joy in findi"g His lost one, I have written these
few pages, in His love, which makes this joy, and raises the song to notes
00 heavenly and divine.
In its fervency I remain,
Yours in Him

" Pastor D. Allen."

"

•

The foregoing case brings to our remembrance the following circumstance. Many years ago we were called to officiate at a funeral. The
fact that there was not a single mourner-or but one-we, of course,
regarded as most peculiar. Moreover, the extreme length of the
coffin led to the belief that the occupant must have been a remarkable
person, as far as stature was concerned. Upon inquiry we found that
the funeral was from the Infirmary, and in a subsequent conversation
with the chaplain, we heard particulars in regard to the deceased. She
had been a patient for some time in that establishment; had, it we
mistake not, on more than one occasion left, but only to return weaker
and more destitute than before. There was much to imply that she
had seen better days, and it would seem had become a mere castaway.
Although not then in possession of these particulars, we have never
forgotten what we felt whilst upon that occasion officiating by that
open grave. The positive desolation-the total absence of that practical
sympathy which that dread time almost universally secures-was so
marked that we could but feel the position, and that deeply, too.
Whether any such change had been wrought in that poor desolate
one as in the case just described, the great day of account must
declare. Meanwhile we cannot but feel the powerful voice such cases
address to the living.
EDITOR,

[Additional Extract from the Australian "Baptist Magazine."]
THE TRIBULATORY PATH.
DEAR PASTOR ALLEN,-When I last wrote to you I did hope to visit
'England. Not being able to dispose of some of my property, I did not go.
!Now I write with a sad heart j I know you and your loving people will
>sympathize with me. I have lost my dear wife, in a manner most distressing.
On June 23rd I was leaving town for homp, about half-past twelve o'clock.
Passing through Newton, my buggy whee's struck the tram rails in. a
diagonal form, causing the ring bolt to snap asunder. The horse drawmg
the fore part of the carriage from undpr, the buggy dropped to the ground,
;pitching both out on the l','ad. My dear wife came on her forehead, cutling
a wound over the left eye. She was p1cked up and taken into a shop close
by and wa.hed. I asked her if she ct.uld walk to her doctor's, which was
·close by. She said, Yes. I gave her two shillings to ride or to ge' allY thing
she wi,hed. The peoflle said they would assist her there. I said she "~d
better come home by the 'bus which was passing in half-an-hour. She said
she would rather stay at her· sister's all night. I told her I would c"me for
her next day. While she could l'alk thus it did not seem so serious. On
.leaving to take the buggy home, I met her doctor, and asked him to see
to her. He, thinking she would come to his place, did not see her. Almost
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immediately I left she became unconscious; they, instead {\f coming for me.
rang up another doctor, who ordered her to the hospital, and I knew nothing of
it until half.past six o'clock. I saw her next morning in an unconscious srate,
and she remained so until the ninth day, and passed away without getting
a word from her. Oh, how I cried and mourned! She has left me in a
large house four and a·half miles from the city, with everything as she left
it the morning she went out, but never return, d. How I have had to cry
to the Lord since! for you know, sir, the enemy always takes advantage
when poor souls are in trouble. The 25th, 77th, and 1218t Psalms are a
comfort; so is Dr. DOUDNEY'S Magazine, October number, 1887, page 586 ~
also March number, 1889, pages 161, 165, 166. He seems to ha\"e had the same
experience; yea, it seems that a'l the Lord's people that have been the
most useful have passed through the same. "Call upon Me in the day
of trouble'," &r. We have proved Him as good as HIS word, or I could
not have written you. Oh, the pang of parting thus, after thirty years! I
was not much hurt myself; my hand was cut. But where are the comforter!>
in this trying hour 1 Our Pa,tor, Mr. B--, is a Perfectiunist and an
Arminian, so he knows nothing of the exercises of a tried Christian. THOMA&
KELLY knew when he wrote"'Tis conflict here below,
'Tis triumph there and peace;
On earth we wrestle with the foe,
In Heaven our conflicts cease.
And how many have blessed God for Dr. DOUDNEY'S experience and your
own, that there are some living that are in exactly the same path as them.
selves. My dear wife went with me on the Sunday before to a place where
we have held meetings on the Lord's Day. I tru>t she is singing the song
of the redeemed around the throne (Rev. vii. 10-12).
Dear Sir, I would ask your prayers and the prayers of the dear people
of God. My dear old friend, Mr. PRINCE, was at tbe funeral, but he live&
so far away I do not get his company often. Kind regards to all.
I remain, yours in Christian sympathy,
Aucklancl, July 19th, 1890.
CHAS. WOOLGAR.
P .. S.-1 hope the Lord will direct my steps. The doctor advises a change.
ANSWER.
Sydney, July 30th, 1890.
My DEAR EORROWIl'G BROTHER,-The consolatIOns of the Lord be with
you from Himself, to smtain and uphold you in this your great bereavement. Your letter of the 19th instant is now with me, with the sad tidings
of your sad loss, keenly reviving in me the remembrance of mine in the
fall and death of my son.
I can only urge you to 00 what the Lord enabled me to 00, namely, cast
yourself entirely into the hands of Je~us, re;ting assured that "not a single
shaft can hit uutil the God of love shall see fit," remembering that" The worlds of nature and of grace
Are put beneath His power" ;
and that" He is too wise to err, and oh!
Too good to be unkind."
We need much grace to believingly fnter into a true apprehension of the
holiness of His being and the rectitude of His character, that we may find
true rest in His own interrogation, "Shall not the Judge of all the earth
do right 1" The Lord we adure has Euch a gloriuus reputation for love and
mercy, righteousne~s and wisdom, that faith can eay in the face of death
and·dire devastion, "Though He s'ay me, yEt will I lIust Him." He is aB
good to Jacob when Rachel dies as when he kissed her at the well; He is

The Gospel.Magazine.

751

as kind to Joseph in the pit as when his dear father made him the pretty
robe; He is as loving to him in jail as when he became lord of the land;
He is as gracious to Abraham when Sarah dies as when He said, "Sarah
shall have a son." Ezekiel is the dearly beloved of the Lord when the
desire of his eyes was taken away at a stroke. ,. At even my wife died"
(Ezek. xxiv. 18). Do not run about hither and thither, hut rather resort
to the Lord for refuge and strength in this day of your sorrow. Your
Lord, Elkanah, is saying unto you, "Why weepest thou? and why eatest
thou not? and why IS thy heart grieved? Am I not better to thee than
ten wives?" (1 Sam. i., 8.) How well I know the following truth :" The fondness of a creature's love,
How strong it strikes the sense;
Thither our warm affections move,
N or call we drive them hence." *
And I know also that the only remedy is the following, in heartfelt realization;
" Dear Saviour, let Thy beauties be
My soul's eternal food,
And grace command my heart away
From all external good."
This, my dear sorrowful brother, has been my comfort in my afflictions
many times when it has appeared as if my heart-strings would give way
with grief. You will ever have my earnest prayer and heartfelt sympathy with
you in this your sorrowful bereavement. Be assured also that our dtar people
here will in the same ~ympathy ever bear you up before His throne who
will hear the cry of the humble aod wiiI not despise their prayers. Should
you be led to seek a change in Sydney, we shall be glad to see you and do
all that we can for your comfort. We, too, shall soon pass away by the
means the Lord has appomted thereunto. Oh, to be ready for that
world of glory to which all the ransomed go, to be for ever with the Lord,
to behold HIS glory, and to enquire in His temple. The Lord be with you
and bless you. In very fervent love to you,
I remain, in the LorJ, yours very truly,
Mr. Chas. Woolgal', N. Z.
DANIEL ALLEN, Pastor.
P. S.-My lip is quite restored, praise the Lord.
THE R.EV. F. H. WOLLASTON'S SERMON.
THE following ought to have appeared as a foot-note to the sermon
preached by the Rev. F. H. WOLLASTON, and inserted in this Magazine
for November:A dear man of God, now gone to glory, thus writes on election"Every believer is taught of God to believe, as we read in St. John,
, This is the work of God, that ye believe.' Every converted individual
under the sun is one of God's elect; so that people might as well object
to the use of the word' believer,' 'saved one,' 'called,' converted,' 'faithful
in Christ,' as 'elect.' They are all convertible terms, and when I say,
'None but the elect can possibly be saved.,' I mean no more than any
other man who says, 'None but believers can be saved.' So I wish
you to dismiss from your minds, once for all, all ignorant and foolish
prejudices you may have had as to the term 'election.'"
• Ah, and 80 do we, too. The fact is, we have been a creature idolater all our
life long. Hence our constant need of Fatherly chastisement and reproof.-En..
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WELCOME WORDS FROM A VETERAN IN THE FAITH.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My BELOVED DR. DOUDNEY,-I cannot forbear attempting to pen a
line to you, although much enfeebled from age and its infirmities, but
in my seclusion have been reminded of you by again perusing the work
you kindly sent me in 1885, of your own penning, and have, in my
constrained solitude, been relieved, and at times soul-refreshed and
renewed by its perusal, and in love and affection embraced the penman
of it. I am entirely laid by from the loved ministry of the Word,
after forty years, in my feeble way, and (bless our loving Lord !) have
reason to believe, not unowned by our gracious Lord whom we serve;
but it has been made (feeble as it is touching myself) life, unction, and
power, both to the living and the dead. I pause, and'.would give all the
glory, honour, and praise unto our gracious Benefactor. Not unto us,
not unto us, but to Thy gracious name. Amen. All power and gloq
is due alone to the Lord's dear name.
We are living in eventful times, when the Lord's just judgments .are
abroad on the earth, particularly on our guilty, once-favoured natlOn.
Incipient Popery abounding through the land, not ashamed to hide its
damnable head. I tremble at its encroachments, and fear for the rising
generation; but what a mercy to be enabled to run into the Lord's dear
name, and there find rest.
"Hide me, 0 my Saviour, hide,
Till the storm of life is past,"
is often my breathing and my cry unto Him who "is mighty to save,"
who alone can stay the raging billows of error. Blessed be His dear
name, He still waiteth to be gracious. I do pray to the dear Lord
touching myself, that patience may have its perfect work, that I may
patiently wait and quietly hope for His blessed appearing, and to realize,
"I have waited for Thy salvation." I am mercifully preserved from
much bodily suffering, although my debility is excessive at times. I
do often feel and say, "Into Thy hands, dear Lord, I commit my spirit,
for Thou hast redeemed me, 0 Lord God of truth."
I hope not to weary you, but could not forbear the impulse to
make the effort to write.
Yours in bonds of love (in my eighty-sixth year),
Tonbridge, October 17th, 1890.
JOHN Row.
Cmn.IENTS.

Within a few minutes of the arrival of our aged friend and brother's
most acceptahle letter, we had been reading the 9th and 10th chapters
of Daniel. There were two or three thoughts presented, in the perusal,
which were most refreshing.
1. How Daniel identified himself with the people in their sinful
wanderings and base ingratitude. There was not on his part the
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semblance of self-justification or excuse. He dealb not in the "they"
or the" thine," but in the" we " and" us." He felt and he acknowledged
himself to be one in common with others. There was an entire abseiice
(If pharisaism or self-love.
2. In his deep humiliation and self·loathing, how little, it would seem,
did he realize how he stood in the Lord's view. How emphatic was
the repetition, "greatly beloved." It was as though even Gabriel was
struck with admiration and surprise at such marvellous goodness and
mercy, in regard to a poor fallen sinner.
3. What an insight does the Prophet's case give to the nature and
operation of prayer. In his anguish--for anguish it was-how unaware
was he that his prayers were already accepted, inasmuch as we read,
as a part of the message given to the angel to deliver, "At the beginning of thy supplication the commandment came forth, and I am come
to show thee"; and what a showing that was! How great and how
glorious a revelation! What a confirmation was the angel thus being
sent of that precious promise, "Before they call, I will answer; and,
while they are yet speaking, I will hear."
4. Again, observe the steadfastness of the Prophet's appeal, as well
as his deep-felt sense of sin and trausgression: "0 Lord, hear; 0
Lord, forgive; 0 Lord, hearkpn and do" (mark the respect and the
holy fervour); "defer not, for Thine own sake, 0 my God: for Thy city
and Thy people are called by Thy name." What a reminder this!
How in keeping with Moses' appeal, "Lord, why doth Thy wrath
wax hot against Thy people which Thou broughtest forth out of Eg-ypt
with great power and with a mighty hand 7" How in harmony likewise with Joshua's argument, "And what wilt Thou do with Thy great
Name 7"
5. What light, moreover, is thrown, in the Prophet's condition, upon
the state of felt weakness, helplessness, and fear into which the Lord's
people ofttimes fall after some of the brightest and most blessed
seasons. Who would have imagined that, after such a marked manifestation as that in connection with Gabriel's visit, and the so plain
and conclusive foreshadowing of what, in the falness of time, and at a.
certain specified period, was to come to pass, Daniel should be found,
as he states, "mourning three full weeks /' 7 And his grief was so great
that he says, "I ate no pleasant bread, neither came flesh nor wine in
my mouth, neither did I anoint myself at all, till three whole weeks
were fulfilled" (Daniel x. 3).
6. Note, moreover, what he says, in regard to the marvellous VISIOn
with which he was indulged, "And I Daniel alone saw the vision: for
the men that were with me saw not the vision; but a great quaking
fell upon them, so that they fled to hide themselves. Therefore I was
left alone, and saw this great vision, and there r...mained no strength
[n me: for my comeliness was turned in me into corruption, and I
retained no strength. Yet heard I the voice of His words: and when
I heard the voice of His words, then was I in a deep sleep on my face,
and my face toward the ground" (Dan. x. 7-9). How clearly does
this bespeak what the effects of a sight of Christ are. "The comeliness of the creature turned intn corruption," Tn the Prophet Daniel's
case it was the result of a glimpse of the Person of Christ in His
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asS'llmed humanity. In the Apostle John's case, he "fell at His feet
as dead," when he beheld His glorifiecl humanity. If such were the
case with respect to the man who was thrice declared to be "greatly
beloved," and with him who was "in the Spirit on the Lord's Day,"
what, alas! will be the condition of those who live and die ignorant
of, and at enmity with Him-those whQ said, "Crucify Him! Crucify
Him!" put Him t,o an ignominious death-or those who declared, " We
will not have this Man to reign over us "~ Or what will be the hapless
condition of those who have had the daring presumption to assume His
character her~ on earth, or to deify the woman by means of whom He
condescended to take our nature? How solemn in regard to all such
is the declaration at the close of the sixth chapter of the Revelation,
"And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men,
and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and
every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the
mountains; and said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide
us from the face of Him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath
of the Lamb: for the great day of His wrath is come; and who shall
be able to stand 1 "
7. Nowithstanding, however, this truly awful state of things with
respect to an ungodly world, or those in league with Antichrist,
those who have a saving knowledge of Jesus and have devoutly declared
that "There is no otber name under heaven given among men, but
Jesus only," have nought whatever to fear. If to Daniel He said, "Fear
not," and, in His divine conoescension, "a hand touched him, which
set him upon his knees and upon the palms of his hands "-a humble
yosition indeed-and if, in the same divine condescension, when the
Apostle John fell ut His feet as dead, He "laid His right hand upon
him, saying unto him, Fear not. And when I saw Him, I fell at
His feet as dead. And He laid His right hand upon me, saying unto
me, Fear not; I am the First and the Last: I am He that liveth, and
was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the
keys of hell and of death" (Rev. i. 17, 18)-assuredly those who have
known Him as their Lord and their God-their Saviour and Redeemer
-will not fear Him when they see Him as He is. On the contrary, their
language will be, "Lo, this is our God; we have waited for Him, and
He 'will save us: this is the Lord; we have waited for Him, we will
be glad and rejoice in His salvation" (Isa. xxv. 9). Yes, the poet's
testimony will then be most blessedly ratified"Jesus, Thy blood and r~ghteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
':Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head."
Dear aged friend and brother, how great is the mercy, amid all
our changes, and the frailty and daily failing of the flesll, to have a
faith's knowledge and precious (though so imperfect) insight into these
divine verities! What a mercy to know His voice! What a mercy
to be able to testify of Him, as the Lord who has led and fed us
all our life long! What a mercy to be able to eay, "I know whom
I have believed, and .am persuaded that He is able to keep that
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which I have committed unto Him against that day"! What a
to sing"Tbis God is the God we adore,
Our faithful, unchangeable Friend,
Whose love is as large as His power,
And neither knows measure nor end.
", Tis Jesus, the First and the L'tst,
Whose Spirit shall guide us safe home;
We'll praise Him for all that is past,
And trust Him for all that's to come."
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With respect to the exercises of which you, dear brother, in common with
myself, are the subject, perhaps I cannot better close up my commentsthan by quoting the remark made just now by my youngest daughter,
who is paying us a short visit, "Then ymb won't let 1bS take you home!"
Eaid she. Thought I, as I walked OD, "Suppose my Heavenly Father
were to say that to me, 'Yun wun't let iVIe take you home!' what would
be my answer 7 Alas! alas! what has it been-what is it still-in
regard to my shrinking and recoiling as I do, at the thoughts of sickness, death, and the grave 7 oh, is it not a practical refusal 1 Is it not
virtually saying, 'I don't want to go home, notwithstanding its freedom
from sin-its escape from the world-its full and eternal rescue from
all the varied and numberless assaults of the great adversary-its ever..
lasting deliverance from the burden of the flesh 1 No, no, I don't want
to go home, even though it be such a home as 'eye hath not seen, nor
ear heard, neither hath it entered int 0 the heart of man.'"
Dear brother, it seems as if the Lord were remonstrating with us,;
as follows:"You won't let Me take you home! as if I wouldn't take care;
or help, or give the needed strength for the trifling change; this is
but a poor return for all that I have been, and all that I have done,
all your life long, for you and by you. When did I leave 1 where did
I forsake 1 under what circumstances did I ever forget or neglect 7~
When the day-what the position-remind Me, if you can, of the
fact of My failing to fulfil My promise, 'As thy days so shall thy
strength be,' and' My grace is sufficient for thee; My strength is made
perfect in weakness' 7 And now, after all I have been, and all I
have done, you can't trust Me to take you safely home!"
Ah! brother, what can we say to such an appeal1 How well may
we fall, with deepest humbling and intense self-loathing and abhorrence,
under such nmonstrance; and how well may we plead with the Holy
Ghost that He would enable us to take courage and say"His love in times past forbids me to think
He'll have me at last in trouble to sink;
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review,
Confirms His good pleasure to help me quite through."
THE EDITOR.
GREAT was the wOlk of creation, but greater was the work of redemption.
It costs more to redeem us than to make us. In the one, there was only
the speaking of a word; in the other, the shedding of blood.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Edito'l" of the Gospel Magazine.

DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I am again permitted to send some more
testimonies relative to the work of this Mission. Many more could be
sent, but for fear of occupying too much space. I gratefully acknowledge
the following "sums on account of Old Jonathan Fund-Mrs. E. SERGEANT,
6s. 6d.; Kind Friend, per Miss OL1SSOLD, 48. ; Mrs. A. EKINS, £1 ; Mr.
A. SIM, 2s.; Miss E. J. PARKE, 3s.; S. A., 5s.; G. A. (Walthamstow),
2s. 6d.; Miss ELIZABETH ASH, £1; also five years' Gospel Standard
from Mr. OARTER. vVoolwich, and six hundred Spurgeon's Sermons
from "Best Bonds." I am sending out my Seventeenth Annual
Report to all my friends in the Lord who support and sympathize
with me in the work. Although much has been done in the seventeen
past years, we would, if permitted, double its usefulness during the
current year amongst our sailors, soldiers, light-house, and other friends.
Our balance-sheet shows a deficit of £20 9s. Sd. vVe receive many
gratifying and sympathizing letters, which we very much appreciate;
but, good though they are in their way, they render no pecuniary help.
What I want is money to enable me to carry on this His work.
:: Brethren, pray for us, that He to whom the silver and gold belongeth
may touch the hearts of His own dear children to send us enough to
wipe off this debt, and carry on His work." "Be merciful after thy
power. If thou hast much, give plenteously; if thou hast little, do
thy diligence gladly to give of that little; for so gatherest thou thyself
a good reward in the day of necessity." You will see by our Report
that we are making a special appeal for fifty thousand copies of " Walks
and Talks with Jesus," and any number of your other valued works
~vould be gratefully accepted. Annexed are the testimonies :FROM A WORKER IX D.~RFIELD.

The books which are received from time to time are carefully read first,
and then are giv~n a.way, and in many cases are sent from house to house.
,One old lady gave me a cup of tea one day in return for Old Jonathan. She
now orders it from a local shop, who is engaged in sowing the seed.
FROM A SAILORS' INSTITUTE, LONDON.

MADA.I\f,-Many thanks for the parcel of choice Gospel books
!received to-day.
DEAR

FROM A WORKER IN KENT.
DEAR

MAD.AJ!,-I thank you for the box of useful reading sent.
FROM A LATE WORKER AT CATERHAM.

I am exceedingly obliged for the parcels sent.
health, I have resigned.

In consequence of failing

FROM SHAFTHOLME.

I write to thank you again for sending me the monthly parcels, the reading
of which often affords much comfort alld profit, isolated "s we are here,
without the privilege of meeting together to hear the glorious Gospel of
"free grace" to poor sinners. This is one reason why tlie parcel comes so
welcome to us, and I need scarcely teU you that they are passed on to
others; some I send to friends, alld others I distribute in the outlying
'vilIa~es, with the heart up to the Lord that He would bless and use them
for His glory. I join you in thankfulness and praise that the Lord has
enabled you to carry on the work (f the Mission. Your heart must, have
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been almost broken, at times, at the loss of your beloved husband. I know
how tender the tie is that exists between husi>and and wife who are joined
together not only in time, but for ail eternity. It is a mercy for each to
know their own worthlessness, and for the Person of Jesus to be endeared
to their hearts; and as this was so with yourself and dear Mr. BRIDER, you
must have keenly felt the separation. But the time is fa~t hastening OD
when the meeting will take place, and the Lord will wipe all tears away.
My dear wife joins with me in Christian regd.rds to yourself and sons.
FROM A BIBLE-WOMAN IN HEREFORD.
Thank you very much for parcels of sound reading so kindly sent. May
the good seed- sown bring forth abundant fruit
FROM A LADY WORKER IN DUBLIN.
Your kind contribution of book3 and papers for my work amongst the
soldiers should not have remained so long unanswered but for my lengthened
absence from home. I am sincerely thankful to you for the regularity with
which they are sent. I keep them nearly always for the hospital work,
and Old Jonathan seems to be quite a friend. Sometimes the men win
raise themselves up in bed as we enter, and say, "Have you a Jonathan to·
day?" Also Ihe little books you sent, "·Walks and Talks with Jesus."
M,y the Lord bless you in your work for the Master carried on in faith, and
when all the sheaves are gathered in, who can tell how many will have been
led first to think of a Saviour through the medium of your Gospel Book
Mission to the Army and Navy?
FROM A WORKER AMONGST THE HOUSEHOLD TROOPS.
I beg to acknowledge the parcels of tracts so kindly sent by you monthly
during the past year. I need not say how very welcome they always aregood news for the men, and a gre3t help to me in my barrack visitation.
I do pray God to supply amply the means needed to enable you to c1rry
on this good work. You have my earnest prayer for God's blessing.
FROM AN AGED WORKER IN CHATHAM.
I received your box of books with thanks. I am the oldest missionaryeighty-one years old. I hope to be able to go on with the work tin
Christmas. God bless you.
FROM A LOCAL BRANCH OF THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN SAILORS'
SOCIETY, IRELAND.
I have to thank you on behalf of our local committee for the valuable
parcel of books and tracts you have sent from month to month for our
Sailors' Mission.
FROM NEWPORT, WALES.
Many thanks for box of readiDg, which came safely to hand yesterday.
FROM AN EARNEST WORKER IN BALHAM, LONDON.
Monthly parcel to hand, with thanks. All distributed.
FROM A SOLDIERS' AND SAILORS' HOME, CHA-THAM.
Very many thanks for large box of books, &c., for distribution, which will
g;ve me much pleasure to give out. Kind regards and the Lord's blessing.
FROM THE SOLDIERS' HOME, LICHFIELD.
I am directed by Major Seton Churchill to write and thank you for the
nice packet of books you send us monthly. We are always glad to have
them, and the men look forward to ha,ing something to read when we visit
them in their Home, and in giving away the silent message we believe the
seeu is being sown that will spring up and bear much fruit. We pray every
packet of books you send out may be blessed, and that God's richest ble!sing
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may rest upon you for the effort you are making to spread the knowledge
and truth of Jesus Christ amongst our soldierd and sailors of our vast
empire.
THE COMMON LODGING-HOUSE MISSION SECRETARY.

I beg sincerely to thank you for the box of books received last week.
In conclusion, praying that the same rich blessing as given by our
All-wise Triune Jehovah-God, through Moses, for Aaron's use in blessing
His people, may rest on you and yours and all our loving helpers and
sympathizers (see Numb. vi. 24-26),
I am, dear Dr. DOUDNEY,
Yours, very gratefully and unworthily in Him,
Mission House, 'Wilton Road, Sali.sbu,ry.
(Mrs.) AN~ E. BRIDER.
TO A SUFFERING ONE.
YOURS is indeed a painful case. 'We can scarcely conceive of one more
so, and, considering the close connection between mind and body, will
readily account for the exercises of which you speak. It would be
strange were it otherwise. The depression under which you suffer is
but the natural outcome of the distressing malady under which you are
{lalled to suffer. But be it your;; to remember that precious word,
" Unto you it is given, on behalf of Christ, not only to believe, but to
suffer for His sake." 'Vas it not a high and a most distinguishing
honour conferred upon the Apostle, when the Lord said of him, "I will
show him how great things he shall suffer for My sake" 1 We cannot
but contemplate your position as one in which the sustaining hand and
upholding strength of the Lord is most wondrously displayed. We often
think-for your case is much laid upon the mind-what should we do
under similar cirr.umstanc~s 7 Ah! the Lord alone knows. There is
one thought, however, that presents itself in regard to your case; it is
your advanced years. At your age, should there be no previous relief,
the trial, in all human probability, cannot last long. Moreover, you
might have numerous creature ties and grave responsibilities attached to
your position that would render your case the more deeply trying.
Again, the cont1'ast with your present condition of the rest, the peace,
the joy, will be the greater, when the Lord shall lovingly say, "Come
up higher." We often think that it is in mercy the Lord has ordered
that the old should be attended with at least a measure of greater
pain and suffering, for the very reason that the cont1'ast of which we
have spoken shall be the more marked and blessed. Does not that
precious Scripture (Rev. xxi. 4), "And God shall wipe away all tears
from their eyes," bespeak the fact that they leave this world weeping 7
The tears (so to speak) are fresh upon the cheek, so that the Lord,
with His own gentle, loving hand, may wipe them away. Oh, what
<loothing power will attend that blessed ordeal! How would His
redeemed and glorified gaze upon the lovely face of Jesus, as He, with
His own hand, wiped their tears away; and when, at the moment, they
thought upon the old testimony, "This light affiiction, which is but for
a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of
glory," they would, in the language of the Qlleen of Sheba., exclaim,
. "The half was not told me."
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MAY I TAKE COMFORT FROM PAST EXPERIENCE ~

To the EdUol' of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I have this morning received the September
number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. I am pleased with the account of
the meeting on August 20th. I should have liked very much to have
been present, but my health would not allow me to undertake the
journey. I feel I must write a tine to you, to thank you for all the
good your writings have done me. Many times you have been the
means of lifting me up when down, and your words have revived my
hope when almost sinking. I thank God that I ever came in contact
with the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. It is many years since I first saw some
odd numbers of it, and it suited me well. I am sorry you have been
compelled to give up preaching; but I do hope you will still be able to
write, and to edit the Magazine.
I have sometimes thought how nice it would be, if you could see
your way clear to publish all your fifty years' editorial articles, contained
in the "Family Portion" of the Magazine. What nice volumes they
would make. I have your book entirled "Sympathy," which is something like what I suggest, on a small scale.
Dear Sir, I am one who often asks the question, "Is there hope for
me ~" like your Australian correspondent this month. I am now confined indoors through weakness. All my life long I have suffered from
great weakness of nerves, and have severe attacks of depression. I
have felt these last few days on the very brink of the grave. Only
last Wednesday evening I was permitted to speak in the name of the
Lord to a good number of the Lord's people, and I felt quite happy
while discoursing to them of the faithfulness of God to all His promises. I spoke with the utmost confidence, and was enabled to bear
personal testimony to the truth of my text (1 Oor. x. 13)-a most
precious portion. Oh, the awful depression that has followed that
discourse! I have often found it so, when enabled to speak boldly, and
with unshaking faith-a faith which seems, at the time, that it will never
more give way. Yet, very soon afterwards, something has put it all to
the test. I have gone deeper into the furnace, and have had to take
my place beside the Publican, and cry, "God be merciful to me a
sinner."
I have been these last three days in great spiritual darkness. There
are no doubts as to the faithfulness of God, or the truth of His Word,
but of my personal interest in it. In the absence of present, comfort
and present manifestation, I am often looking back to the past. Years
ago, when I was younger, I had many blessed applications of the Word
with power to my soul. It was a very common experience with me
then; but, as I get older, instead of having more of this power, I get
less-at least I have longer periods of soul desertion, and denser darkness. I have a "dead lift" sometimes, but soon sink back again. I
often ask myself this question, "Is it safe to rely upon past manifestations ~ to base any hope upon what I have experienced ~ " One text is
very lirecious to me : "He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee." He hath said this to me. I never forget Sunday, August
15, 1875. I was spending a few days at Brighton for my health. I was
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very low-very nervous and depressed-seemed cut off from all hope
and all help. I went into Dr. WINSLOW'S church to the evening
service. I had been there in the morning, but got nothing j but at this
service the good doctor opened the Bible and read as his text, "He
hal h said, I will never leave thee nor forsake thee. So that we may
boldly say, The Lord is my Helper." This was enough for me, I was
healed body·and soul. I do not know what the sermon was like j the
text was all I needed. Oh the power of that word! I never read or
hear that passage, but it brightens me up; it seems to shine with glory;
it has never .lost its power entirely. I faU back upon that time, and
feel sure that there the Lord did certainly speak to me, when everything else seems to fail and to be uncertain. And then sometimes the
question comes from somewhere, "Is it safe to trust a manifestation of
power given so long ago ~ Ought I to rely upon a past experience ~ "
Oh, for something like it just now! I do not want to be deceived,
but sometimes your writings help me to gather present strength and
hope from past experience.
In the August Magazine, at the top of page 487, in your discourse tt>
the Aged Pilgrims, are some words which have helped me very much.
When I read them, I responded, "Yes, I have heard such a voice-I
heard it at Brighton, years ago." I often respond in that way to your
pointed question as to the past experiences. My trouble is, that I
should now, after so many years of mercy, be so dead, cold, worldlyminded, rebellious, vile-aye, that is the word, vile I-worse than everthat is what I do not like.
But I must conclude, or I shall weary you, and remain,
Yours sincerely,
Northampton August 31st, 1890.
G. T. N.
REPLY.

You speak of past manifestations, dear unknown but well-known
brother j and we may say, in reply to your inquiry as to the safety of
trusting in them, that we should personally be deprived of the greater
part of our hope and enjoyment, if there is to be no trust in such
manifestations. In our wrestlings at the footstool of mercy-and thoro
wrestlings are not a few, especially in the darkness and weariness of
the night-season-we have to go over the old ground again, and again,
and again, reminding the Lord of circumstances wherein He has spoken,
and sustained, and delivered, times without number. We repeat, that
but for this in connection with advance of years, failure of heart and
flesh, the grappling with the great enemy, and that terrible depression
of which you speak, we aLe at a perfect loss to know what we should
do, could we not fall back upon the unchangeable character of a faithful,
prumise-fulfilling, covenant God. It is not what we are, but what HE
is j and the very passage to which you refer (1 Cor. x. 13, which was
the portion with which we closed our ministerial work in Bedminster)
is that which presents so great and glorious a warrant for faith, for in it
is such a positive declaration, "GOD IS FAITHFUL." Oh, it is so rich
a privilege and distinguishing a mercy to p1"Ove the fact.
Eut now, keeping in view the Lord's own Word, and His own warrant
for reminding Him of His own past manifestations, where. He says,
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"Put Me in remembrance; plead with Me"; "Produce your cause;
bring forth your strong reasons, saith the King of Jacob." Mark what
He says, as the ground of such encouragement to the Patriarch, "I am the
God of Bethel, where thou anointedst the pillar, and where thou vowedst
~ vow unto Me.'
What was this but the sanction, upon the part of
the Lord, of the reminding Him of past acts and former engagements ~
Mark, moreover, His own reference to, and recognition of the past, as
expressed by the Prophet Jeremiah, "Go and cry in the ears of
Jerusalem, saying, Thus saith the Lord: I remember thee, the kindness
of thy youth,' the love of thine espousll,ls, when thou wentest after Me
in the wilderness, in a land that was not sown" (J er. i1. 2). How
<londescending and how gracious was thi~, upon the part of the Lord!
How full of encouragement! Nor should we ever overlook the fact
that the Lord does not reckon time as we do. A thousand years in
His sight are but as a day, and a day as a thousand years. He lives
(so to speak) in an ever-present now! The futuTe, in all its endless
details, stands open and revealed as if actually accomplished. Hence
how we read by the prophets of things to be developed ages afterwards,
as though they were already matters of fact. Take Isaiah tiii., for
example, "He is despised and rejected of men, a Man of sorrows, and
acquainted with grief;" and this was spoken of upwards of seven
hundred years before His incarnation. vVe may just add, that, upon
opening the precious Word, after reading our correspondent's letter, the
eye at once fell upon Hosea ii. 15, "And I will give her her vineyards
from thence, and the valley of Achor for a door of hope: and she shall
sing there, as in the days of her youth, and as in the day when she
<lame up out of the land of Egypt." Is not this another Scriptnral
warrant for taking comfort- and encouragement from past experiences ~
THE EDITOR.
PARTICIPATION.
To the Editor of Zion's Witness.
My DEAR BROTHER IN CHRIsr,-Your address upon the completion
of your thirty-third year's editorship reminds me of a remark once
made to me by the late loved and lamented J OSEPH IRONS, of Grove
Chapel, Camberwell. "vVe are sorry for you to have trouble," said
one of his members, "but we always reap the benefit." Now, I have
no doubt many of your readers will agree with me and say, " We are
sorry you should have such keen exercises as those of which you speak
in your address, but we, as readers, gain thereby."
I am sure your statement with respect to the fear of death just
suited me. It proved to be, indeed, a timely word. As you say, I
dare not attempt to put upon paper what I have lately passed through
in this respect. I can only affirm that I am most thankful the
experiences of Job and Jeremiah, for example, are left upon record;
because, with similar utterances to theirs upon the part of the Psalmist
~nd Jonah, we are forcibly reminded that ours is neither a strange nor
an untrodden path. Others have preceded us in a like course, and
have been the subjects of the self-same anguish, aye, and terror and
dismay, too. Such words as these may seem out of place in the
3 D
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OpInIOn of the mere novice in divine things, or of ona who id as yet
practically ignorant of what the Apostle Peter means when he says:
"That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold
which perisheth, though it be tTied with jiTe, shall be found unto praise
and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ." But, brother,
we will not stop here, as to the quotation, for, in spite of the anguish,
yea, the dark and distressful forebodings, attendant upon such conflict
as that of which you have spoken in your address, when the Lord
breaks in afresh, and drops one of His sweet '.' fear nots " into our
drooping and distressed hearts, then with what warmth, and zeal, and
supernatural blessedness we can add: "Whom having not seen, ye
love; in whom, though now ye see Him not, yet believing, ye rejoice
with joy unspeakable and full of glory: receiving the end of your faith,
even the salvation of your souls." 1 scarcely need ask the question,
because 1 am satisfied that out of the very depths of darkness and
seeming soul-desertion, you have found there has arisen the Peterappeal, ., Lord, Thou knowest all things, Thou knowest that 1 love
Thee." And then how rich and distinguishing the mercy in conn'ection
with the Lord's own testimony: "Thomas, because thou hast seen Me,
thou hast believed; blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have
believed." And 1 must maintain that it is a wonderful thing for a
poor soul, brought by the Holy Ghost to see and feel his condition as
a lost, helpless, and utterly undone sinner, to be brought likewise by
the same Divine Enlightener and Revealer to such a faith's sight of
Ohrist as to repose the whole weight, responsibility, and absolute and
eternal interests of his immortal soul upon the Person and work of an
1tnSeen Being! This is faith-a God-honouring and a Ohrist-exalting
faith, a faith which brings praise and glory to the Eternal Trinity,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Yet how lJrone are the dear children
of God to overlook and undervalue this so great a mercy, for who but
the Lord Himself can bring a poor sinner to such a blessed conclusiveness as to exclaim-

...
p

.. Though words can never tell my ca'se,
Nor all my sorrows paint,
This I can say, before Thy face,
That CHRIST is all I want"?
Moreover, what are all the after-stages through which a poor soul is
called to pass, but for the self-same end, namely, that of bringing him
down into a condition of utte?' nothingness, and, as a blessed result
and consequence, the exaltation of a precious Ohrist ~ "He must
increase', but I must decrease," said John, and it is in connection
with the" treasures of darkness" (1 use the scriptural term advisedly)
that tbe wonderful result of enlargement. and establishment is brought
about. Mark the language of the Apostle Peter, "But the God of all
grace, who hath called us unto His eternal glory by Ohrist Jesus, after
that ye have suffered a 1vhile, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle
you." In like manner the Apostle Paul testifies, "Now no chastening
for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous; nevertheless, afterward 'it yieldeth the. peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which
are exercised thereby." Oh, that blessed afterwanl! Did not the

".
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Psalmist, in his far-earlier day, understand the secret, and exult in the
mercy, when he exclaimed, "It is good for me that I have been
afflicted, that I might learn Thy statutes" 1
Now, had we have been always in the sunshine, dear brother, what
should we have known of the depths of depravity of our own hearts,
and what about divine faithfulness, forbearancr, and covenant love and
mercy 1 But from our personal familiarity with darkness, and dread and
dreary experiences, what an insight we have had into such passages
as the following: "Though we believe not, yet He abideth faithful;
He cannot deny Himself!"
See how the bride, in her memorable
"Song," had to endure the absence of her Beloved I And mark how
that very absence endeared His renewed visits! Oh, how she exulted
in the mercy! Said she, "The voice of my Beloved! behold, He
cometh leaping upon the mountains, skipping upon the hills." Oould
she not, and can we not, dear brother, in our humble measure and
degree, respond to that precious truth, "And when He putteth forth
His own sheep, He goeth before them, and the sheep follow Him; for
they know His voicr. And a stranger will they not follow, but will
flee from him; for they know not the voice of strangers" 1 However
dense the darkness, whatever the insinuations of our crafty and cunning
foe, and however threatening and apparently destructive may be
surrounding circumstances, oh, has it not been with us, dear brother,
as it was with the disciples when they awoke their sleeping Lord with
the plaintive cry, "Master, carest Thou not that we perish 1 And He
arose, and rebuked the wind, and there was a great calm" 1 The
disciples, in their terror and dismay, seemed to have overlooked the
fact, that, if their frail barque had foundered, the Master (humanly
speaking) must have gone down with them. In like manner, do we
not overlook the fact of the matchless and marvellous identity between
Christ and His people 1 Oh, what is not involved, what is not most
blessedly comprehended, ·in those glorious statements, "Fear ye not,
stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord." "The battle is not
yours, but God's." "Because I live, ye shall live also" 1
But, with respect to the darkness and the gloomy experiences of
which I have spoken, if it be asked, "How are they to be accounted
for 1" my answer is, that they artl the effects of the Lord's giving a
practical insight into Deuteronomy viii. 2, "That thou mayest know
what was in thine heart;" and also into Ezekiel viii. 15, "Turn ye
yet again, and thou shalt see greater abominations than these."
Why, if anyone had said to me, sixty years ago, "You will be
brought on and on, and through and through, up to within five
months of four score years, but notwithstanding the daily numberless
mercies of which throughout you will have been the recipient, you
will still be the same thankless, distrustful, unbelieving creature that
you are now," I should have said in reply, "Impossible! that can
never be." But, alas! alas! I have found such an assumed foreshadowing to be but too true. And I speak of it with the hope that
it may meet the case of some poor sin-burdened, conscience-smitten,
Satan-harassed, fellow pilgrim. Past experiences, sweet manifestations,
covenant pledges, Divine assurances, are no guarantees against after
fiery tests .and dark and .disma.l ordeals, but rather they are the
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preludes and preparations for such. As I now reside within a couple
of hours sea-run to Southampton, I frequently go thither and stand
and gaze upon the spot where, in 1826, the Lord spoke pardon and
peace to my poor sin-burdened and agonized soul. In one special
illness, three-and-twenty years ago, I felt myself to be so near death,
that I gave, with the utmost calmness, what I supposed was my dying
testimony for God and truth. With my life threatened in Ireland by
letter after letter, I have stood in the pulpit expecting every moment
to be shot down by the assassin, and yet I never had such precious
times as these. In fact, I could then-but never till then-understand
dear RUTHERFORD'S wish in Aberdeen gaol to die a martyr's death. I
have been in a storm in the Irish Sea, when my peace and joy have
been such, that I have been perfectly indifferent, so far as I was concerned, whether the ship foundered or not, knowing that "sudden
death would be sudden glory." At that awful conflagration at the
City Press and adjoining premises, some years since, when, within five
minutes of the outbreak, four hapless men perished, being only a few
feet from where explosion after explosion was occurring, I concluded
I should be buried in the ruins, still I was quite unmoved, and had
not the shadow of fear, but was perfectly reconciled to the will of my
God. And yet (oh, hear it, poor, tried, Satan-beset, sin-burdened
reader, if there be such perusing what I now write), within the last
month I have been in such darkness, dread, and almost despair, that
I have wished for one of two things-either that I had neVe1' been
bom, or that the Lord would be pleased to annihilate me.
With
shame I confe~s it, but I do so, as already expressed, with the hope
that it may prove a word in season to some poor distracted, devilhunted soul. I would have freely surrendered every hope of eternal
blessedness could I but have been blotted out of existence. What will
the perfectionist, the self-~atisfied Pharisee, the lightsome, noisy, easygoing "Salvationist," say to such a statement 1
Why, brother, I oft-en think if I should at last prove to be among
those favoured ones of whom we read, that "Some on boards, and
some on brokAn pieces of the ship, and so it came to pass, that they
escaped all safe to land," and that I ~hould be admitted within the
pearly gates of the New Jerusalem, the celestial choir will pause in
their hallelujahs in order to gaze upon the most astounding trophy of
rich, free, sovereign, and victorious grace that had ever yet reached
their blessed abode.
But, finally, dear brother, will you not agree with me, that, notwithstanding the dark and bitter experiences at which I have just hinted,
does not our precious Lord become increasingly dear-yea, "the
chiefest among ten thousand, and the altogether lovely"-when, afteF
"the sorrows of death have compassed us, and the pains of hell have
got hold upon us," when He once more "brings us up out of the
horrible pit and out of the miry clay, and sets our feet upon a rock.
and establishes our goings, and puts a new song into our mouth, even
praise unto our God" 1 Is it not at such times and seasons that we
can say with Hezekiah, "Himself hath done it! Himself hath done
it !" "Behold, for peace I had !!reat bitterness; but Thou hast in
Jove to my soul delivered it from the pit of corruption; for Thou hast
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Ah! and do we not then sing,

"The terrors of law and of God
With me can have nothing to do,
My Saviour's obedience and blood
Hide all my transgressions from view.
Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As sure as the earnest is given,
More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven"?
Affectionately yours,
SouthseCL, October, 1890.
D. A. DOUDNEY.
[The foregoing letter from our aged brother DOUDNEY (says the Editor
of Zion's Witness, in his number for the month of November) came most
opportunely to hand, inasmuch as we have never felt more dissatisfied
or displeased with any address written by our fingers than. with this
33rd one: and, indeed, it has seemed to us ever since written a most
useless production, and one that the Lord would never own and bless
to one child of His. Therefore this testimony coming to us to-day from
one who has long since known both sides of spiritual experience has
been an encouragement to us to hope that even this very insignificant
production of our pen has not quite fallen to the ground. But there
is something specially important in this letter received this day from
our brother, and why ~ • We will answer. Last night we saw him in a
dream-the first time in our lives that we ever dreamt of our friendlooking most beautiful and young. Although he was of such a youthful and beautiful countenance, the identity was perfect Not only was
he most lovely to look upon, but his conversation and. manner were
delightful to witness, In every sense of the term he appeared a perfect
man. Not one bad trait was apparent. 1Ve could but express our
astonishment at the appearance he presented. The loud barking of a
dog awoke us from the dream, very much to our regret. For horrid
and wretched dreams so abound, it is more than nice to have a diversion
of this kind. It has long since been our settled conviction that most
of our dreams come from the devil, and they have not one semblance of
truth in them. He worries us enough when we are awake, he might
let us sleep without molestation. How glad, how more than glad, have
we been scores of times to wake and find that we had only been dreaming.
Our conflicts with the powers of darkness grow severer as we grow
older and weaker. We often think that Satan considers God's servant
WILCOCKSON more than any other of His servants (Job. i. 8): but he
considers him to no friendly purpose. Not only have we his direct
attacks, but his indirect ones, through his numerous agencies, which
are quite direct enough.
When we awoke this morning we felt from our pleasant dream that
we should have a letter from our brother DOUDNEY this day, or that we
should hear that the Lord-his and ours-had taken him "from the
evil to come"; and, indeed, we feel that he is just upon the eve of
taking possession, fully and freely, "of the inheritance of the saints in
light." With dear old Jacob, he can well say, "I have waited for
3 D 2
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Thy salvation, 0 Lord!" For our brother we wish-and no doubt
our brother will have-a most happy -and peaceful dismissal. And if
our dream be from the Lord-and we have no doubt that it happily
was-and it shadowed forth the real state of things concerning our
brother, he will have no cause to foster gloomy apprehensions with
regard to passing away home. The best is before him, and the
brightest awaits him. Had he have seen himself as we saw him, and could
he feel what he appeared to us to feel, he would not have room to
entertain the slightest fear or misgiving. What a lovely face he had!
What a brilliant countenance he presented! vVe remembered the
astonishment we expressed at the youthful appearance of our friend.
This dream reminds us of one that we had a number of years ago:
and, indeed, it reminds us of two: only in those cases the persons seen
and spoken to by us were gone home to be "for ever with the Lord,"
whereas our brother still dwells in "the body of this death." The
identity in both of the cases was perfect: but the transcendently
glorious appearance that they presented is far beyond our power to
describe. Who can describe glorified saints 7 Who can picture them
as they appear all glorious before their Father's throne of glory 7 One
says" With flowing robes of spotless white,
We shall angelic praise excite,
And all our voices blend and swell,
In praising him who saved from hell."

\

We wish for our brother, we wish for ourselves, that Satan may be
proved a liar with respect to the ordeal of passing away to our Father's
home, our Father's breast, of eternal and supernal rest.
" A rest from all th' infernal strife
That now attends this mortal life :
Sin,death, and hell for ever gone,
No more:they gird the armour on.
"This rest prepared, they shall at·
tain,
For God will ne'er His honour
stain ;
He stands engaged, by firm decree,
His Israel's cov'nant God to be.

"Oh, sacred rest! for thee we groan,
And bid the wheels of time roll on,
To bring that hour when we shall
rise
To join the chorus of the skies.
"tImmortallove shall then repay
The transient sorrows of the
way.
And Jesus' name swell ev'ry song
A whole eternity along."

Beloved brother, cheer up ! We would say to you what one, long
since gone home, used to say to us, "To glory we steer!" Ah,
yes, and there is no fear of the life-insured barque foundering at sea.
" The tempest may rage, the billows may rise,
The war and the fury may deaden our cries,
But sink to the bottom it never shall be,
Since Joseph our Brother is Lord of the sea."

J onah proved this to be true even literally, and the Lord of the sea
prepared a fish to take care of His child whilst in it, peevish, fretful,
and rebellious though he was: and, brother, the same Lord will
take care of us the few remaining days of our soiouru here, let uubelief and the devil say what they may. Indeed, He is the faithful God.

\
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"Yes, true and faithful is my God,
Though I believe Him not,
And when I taste His precious blood,
I know I'm not forgot.

Oh! what a blest reality is there in tasting His precious blood!
do find it "drink indeed."

We

"We flourish as the watered herb,
The blood that purchas'd our release,
Who keeps this blood in sight,
And washes out our stains,
The blood that chases our distress, We challenge earth and hell to show
And makes our garments white.
A sin it cannot cleanse."
Bnt we must stay our pen. May our brother feel in reading what we
have felt in writing, and then he will sing" All hail the power of Jesus' name,
Let angels prostrate fall,
Bring forth the royal diadem,
And crown him Lord of all."
We do not expect to ever see our brother DOUDNEY any more this
side of our Father's house, but we have good reasons for believing
that we shall meet him in that land of light, liberty, and love.-ED.
Zion's Witness.]
FROM A BEREAVED AND SORROWING ONE:""
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEy,-Many years ago I sent a letter to you. I was
prompted by affection for truth sake to write to you at the time. Now
I feel compelled to write a line. On July 2nd I lost my dear wife in
a manner most distressing-by a buggy accident. If Pastor ALLEN, of
Sydney, has sent you one of the Magazines you will see an account of
it.
I felt the need of the prayers of the Lord's people. I wrote to
Pastor ALLEN. That letter appears in the Australian Baptist Magazine.
In that letter I made use of your name, and the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, as
a work that had been greatly blessed. You will see, October Number,
1887, page 5§6, and others. It was the deep experience that led me
to make use of the name. In the letter, as printed, the Number should
be March, 1889, page 161, &c. These are paths the Lord has caused
me to pass through: Many years ago, a severe conflict I had with the
·enemy, and now, in this trial of bereavement, the enemy comes with
his temptations. THOMAS KELLY knew something of his power when
'he wrote, "'Tis conflict here below," &c. The GOSPEL MAGAZINE has
been read by me, because I know so few that know the truth, and
while alone, four and a-half miles from the city, in a large house, and
-cannot move, for I can neither let nor sell, although a nice place, for
the depression is not removed from the Colony. Under these circum-stances and trials, if we can find some one whose experience is like
our own, it is a comfort.
The Lord has led me to take comfort from the Word-the forty-sixth
Psalm, in conjunction with 2 Chronicles, 20~h chapter-Jehoshaphat's
.. See page H9.
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victory-" God is our refuge and strength.' I have felt this is just
the refuge I need in this trying hour.
"Trials make the promise sweet;
Trials bring me to His feet,
Lay me low, and keep me there."
Trials give new life to prayer;
If the Lord will, I should like to visit England about March next
and must try and see Dr. DOUDNEY. May the Lord preserve, bless,
and strengthen you. And, dear sir, you will kindly remember me in
your prayers, I know.
I remain yours respectfully,
Attckland, o.ctober 6th, 1890.
CHARLES WOOLGAR.
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THE LATE MRS. BATCHELOR.
OUR beloved brother, Mr. GEORGE COWELL, has made, in a note to his
." Wayside Notes," a brief reference to the death of the above dear child of
God. She passed away on the 8th ult., the third day after the subjoined
letter was written. She has added to the "great cloud of witnesses,"
in proof of the converting, sustaining, all-c9nquering grace of Jehovah,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. It was our privilege to have the personal
acquaintance of the dear departed, as well as that of her beloved husband,
the writer of the biographical sketch of the late Mr. WILSON, which
will, we trust, appear in the next number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. How
little, in all human probability, did our dear friend imagine, at the
time he wrote that sketch, and attended the funeral of his departed
brother in the Lord, how soon he would be called to a much heavier
trial, even the severing of so close a tie as that he had so long enjoyed!
We cannot, however, but contemplate and admire the wisdom and the
love and the goodness of our God, in the wonderful way in which He
deals with His children. What Father.like tenderness and compassion
He exercises towards them, in withholding, as He does, a knowledge
of the future, and then little by little unfolding and opening up so
gently and considerately His holy mind and 'J.ll-wise and loving purpose!
By little and little He "brings down the heart with labour," and so
by gentle and merciful degrees assimilates the minds of His poor
creatures to His own, and brings them, gradually but most effectually, to
say, "The will of the Lord be done." And thus they are brought to be
such effectual conquerors over and above the flesh-not in the least
degree of or for themselves, but wholly and solely of that grace which
is imparted from above, and by which the creature's weakness is made
"strong in the Lord."
An example of being thus "made strong in the Lord, and in
the power of His might," is furnished in the annexed letter, and
especially under the circumstances.
Those who personally are acquainted with Mr. BATCHELOR would, doubtless, agree with us in
the belief that his own bodily weakness would render him such a
dependent upon her whom the Lord has seen fit to take to Himself!
Humanly speaking, she could so ill be spared; but the Lord knows
best, and He is the only competent Judge in these matters. Hence it
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is the very height of folly to attempt to dictate to Him. It is only
presenting, as it were, an unbecoming challenge-submitting an unworthy test-as to His wisdom, love, and power, in the dispensations
of His providence and the bestowments of His grace. He, and H&
alone, knows what He can enable His weak and His poor and needy
ones to sustain.
Mrs. BATCHELor.'s illness was one of short duration. She had been
upon a visit in Wiltshire only a fortnight before her call to the
heavenly home! 'Ve trust we shall be able, in an early number, to
give more particulars of the closing scenes; with respect to her illness,
however, she it was to whom we have referred elsewhere,"" as having
said to a dear friend, "Simply to Himself I cling," and, "I have
no will of my own." Her will was completely absorbed in the
Lord's will. She was quite content to go or to stay, just as it pleased
Him and seemed good in His sight. Oh, blessed state! Oh, privileged
position! Oh, enviable of all conditions and circumstances! "Not my
will, Lord, but thine, Lord, and Thine alone, be done! " Would that we
realized more of this thrice-happy state personally and experimentallythus to fall simply and entirely into the Lord's hands, with a "Here
I am, Lord; do with me as it shall please Thee. Not as I will, Lordnot as I will-but as Thou wilt." Oh, for this true-this merciful
resignatioc-this childlike acquiescence! Lord, Lord, grant it, for a
precious Ohrist's sake. Amen, Amen.
But here is the letter to which we have alluded as aboveViet01'ia G'l'ove, Sou.thsea, November 5th, 1890.
DEA.R DR. DOUDNEY,-I feel I must endeavour to write a few lines to
thank you for your kind and sympathizing letter. I value it the more
highly, as coming from one who knows what deep trial is. and therefore
the better able to enter into that of others. The Lord is indeed causing
us to pass through deep waters, yet I can say, "The Lord is good, a
stronghold in the day of trouble, and He knoweth them that trust in
Him." What could we do without such a Refuge P
My precious wife continues much in the same state, seemingly as low
as she can be. She takes rather more nourishment than a few days ago,
but very little is absorbed, only just enough to keep her from sinking.
The doctors are not altogether without hope, if she can take more, and
avoid all mental excitement; for this reason, no one is allowed to see
her, as perfect quiet is indispensable. The greatest danger is from fits
of faintness. But it is our comfort to know the case is in higher hands
than in those of the most skilful physicians. To Him alone belong the
issues from death. Throughout her illness her mind has been kept in
the most perfect calm. She knows whom she has believed, and that when
her time comes, if it be the Lord's will to I'emove her hence, it will be
to be with Him, who has loved her, and given' Himself for her. The
enemy, she says, is held in by a chain, and not suffered to harass al'
distress. In all this trial we have much to be thankful for, and though
the rod is heavy, it is held in a Father's hand, who tempers judgment
with mercy.
Accept, dear Dr. and Mrs. DOUDNEY, my Christian love, and believe me,
Yours in Gospel bonds,
THos. BATcHELoR.
• See booklet, just published, entitled, "Acquiescence; or. A Svng in the
Night," by the Editor.
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Old Jonathan: the Dist1'ict and Pm'ish Helper. London: 'vV. H. and L
.
Oollingridge, 148 & ] 49, Aldersgate Street, E.O.
WE venture to express our belief that the present Volume will be considered to equal in its contents and general getting up the many volumes
which have preceded it. The more the character of the p1'esent times
is considered, the more clearly to every close observer of human nature
will the need of such works be admitted. Our own view of the
existing state of things, as far as the present times are concerned,
may be gathered from the Preface, which we quote as annexed. The
very lightsome character of the literature now so widely circulated
necessitates the counteracting influence which is sought to be offered
in the pages of Old Jonathan. The testimonies which we continue to
receive of its practical usefulness in this respect, are most gratifying.
Our readers will deem the present volume admirably adapted for a
Christmas present or New Year's gift:It is with gratitude we address our readers once more by way of Preface.
That we have been enabled to complete another volume.:-the thirty-fourthof this work, calls for thankful acknowledgment at our hand. The claims
for this acknowledgment are intensified frum the fact that, when the present
volume reaches the hands of its leaders. the Edit"r (if 8pared) will have
Ilearly completed his four-score years. He mentions this from an ardent
desire that the hand of the Giver of all good should be recognized in this
His so great mercy. A sad feature of the times in 1';hich we live-and
which we believe is among the many signs that the last days are upon
us-is the non-tecognition, and consequent non-acknowledgment, of the
pro.vidential hand of the Mest High. Things are taken for granted, and
befall us, in the opinicn of. ala~ ! but too many, as matters of course. This
feeling, mort:over, prevails in the face of the very striking and so numerous
occurrences of these days. 'Were not men's minds under a judicial and a
wilful indifference, they could not but hear the voice-the loud·speaking
voice-of the frequent events that mark the present era.
Among the features of the present tilllt s is the fearful amount of pernicious
literature which is poored fOlth, like a mighty torrent, from the press.
Tons upon tons are issued day by day and week by week of reading that
i.s calculated to infuse into the mind, especially of the young, t.he most
thorough indifference-YEa, contempt-for . all that is vital and of real
importance as far as lhe present world and that to come are concerned.
That the scept:cal and i, religi( us publications of the present period have a
most deadly and destructive influence upGn the young and inexperienced, is
evident flom the recklessness that follows the perusal of such works. The
fearful and frequent suicides are among the sad comequences of such read·
ing. From recent statistics it appears that no less than two hundred
suicides have of late occurred yearly in France, by those who had not as yet
attained to sixteen years of age. Doubtles8, this hapleEs state of things is
attributable to Ihe vile tra~h lhat is now so rife in the literary world. As
a rule, solid principle is now· a-days set at nought, and the very worst
propensities of our lalltn nature are randend to by sensational and sentimental publications.
In so far as in us lit s, the object of this work is to counteract these
destructive and disastrous ir,flutnces. Hence we endeavour, from time to
time, to set before our readers the realities of life in contradistinction to
the mere visionary and ideal. We glean as we go. Our lesEons are -from
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every-day fil.cts. Wha.t we write is the res tilt of observation and 'experience.
It is not guess-work. It is not the mere retailing what we have gathered
from our book-shelves. There is abundanc ~ of material furnished by daily
life, without resorting to them. Hence our writing, humble and unpretentious as it may be, is costly, because we see, and hear, and feel; but, costly
as these lessons are, we seek to turn them to account. Whilst we are
impl'essed, we seek that others should be profited. Here for instance is an
example, as the ground-work of the cou nsel and caution we seek from
time to time to offer in connection with the journey of life. We are writing
at present on shipboa.rd, as we frequently do. For the second time within
three days, we have seen a young mother with two children-the one say
about ten, the other not more than seven or eight, first drinking spirits;
and then, within an hour and a quarter, two bottles of stout. This, we
repeat, was the case in two instances within three days. Both the spirits
and the stout were repeated, and this in public! What must the private
practice be 1 To look at the mother, neither her youthful age, general
bearing, nor appearance, would by any means awaken suspicion. But what
a training for those children! What a hapless prospect for their future is
presented! How sad, sad, in all human probability, must be the consequences! Oh, how we felt it in our heart to reason and remonstrate with
this so-called mother, but circumstances would not allow. The surroundings
forbade the veriest attempt.
But we seek thus to turn the circumstances, painful as they are, to account.
The caution thus given, as based upon plain matters of fact, will have a
much wider range than if limited to the one unenviable individual. God
grant that it may lead to searching of heart, and to the retracing of steps,
if any such course as that at which we have hinted has been indulged
in by a reader of these lines. The force of habit, especially when thus
commenced early, is difficult, indeed to break through. Hence the need
of avoidance-yea, the possession uf a wholesome dread-of the very first
step in a downward career.
We merely add-and that with deep sorrow-that, unless seen for themselves, few could imagine how much intemperance is on the increase among
apparently respectable people. The number of well. dressed persons (ladies
in appearance) who call for spirits is lamentable.
Should this work be the means of helping to form character, or prove of
service in rectifying wrong-doings, and helping in a right course, none will
rejoice more than
.
THE EDITOR.

Sunny Memories of a Child Workel·. London:
. Morgan and Scott.
SUNNY ME~IORIES indeed! If this gem does not touch the hearts of
many a parent, as well as thousands of little children, we, are greatly
mistaken. It is scarcely possible to read it without tears, especially
upon the part of parents who have been called to surrender those
whose affection and whose loving ways had served so to entwine them
about the heart.
Little Kathleen;

01',

The Finger New Testament. London: Henry Frowde.
A GEM! Tiny as it is, just adapted for the waistcoat-pocket, being
printed on the Oxford India paper, it is most clear and readable. It
is so got up as to render it admirably adapted for a Christmas or
New Year's gift.
The Herald of Mercy. Morgan and Seott.
THIS little monthly still maintains its character for cheapness, variety,
and papers of special interest.
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JoStph: Beloved-Hated-EJ;alted: By Rev.F. B. MEYERS, RA., Author
of "Tried by Fire;" " Abraham," "Elijab," "Israel," &c.
As with the ~ompanion volumes, so with this, the aiithorhas deduced
from the histories of the patriarchs so much that ,is practical-that
which is so calculated to be of essential service in every-day life. The
wJ)rk must be read with interest by every seeker after truth.
The Holy Bible, London: Henry Frowde.
Bible iq its complete form, but so small, and withal so beautifully
got up, that it cannot but be regarded as one of _the wonders of the
.agP. Small as it is, it is so clear that, even at our advanced time of
life, we can read it-of course, with spectacles-with the greatest ease.
The work cannot but commend ,itself.
THE

THOUGHTS SUGGESTED BY ISAIAH XL_
THE Lord has the billowy waves in His hand;
Their anger- and tumult not one can withstand;
But whether they whisper. or 'clamour, they sing
The praises of God, their omnipotent King.
The
But
The
For

firmament stretcheth above and· aroUI\olil,
He with a span has appointed its bo1Md ;
earth and its mountains He silently weighs,
He is Almighty, the" Ancient of Days."

How futile are all the endeavours of man
To fa~hom the B~ing wh'?tnev~r b~gan!
As Kmg of etermty, d~J1lng ill light,
"For ever" must always be "now" in His sight.
While He is compared to the things that are see
The noblest conceptions of Him will be mean;
To Him all the nations as nothing appear,
Are counted as vlJ,nity. Boaster, give ear!

...\

But hearken, ye feeble, who trust in His might-, .
To you He has promised unmeasured delight;
For He who created your foes will destroy,
And bring you a.t last to the fulness of joy,

Mancheste!l·.

FRED. WINDRIDGE.
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