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"Who comforteth ns in all our tribnlatiou, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 OOR. i. 4.

"THE END OF ALL THINGS IS AT HAND."
"But the end of all things is at hand; be ye therrifore sober, and
watch unto prayer."-l PETER iv. 7.
IF the Apostle Peter wrote this deolaration sixty years after
Christ, "The end of all things is at hand," how muoh nearer
must that end be to us who live more than one t.housand eight
hundred and thirty-three years later than when it was uttered.
This is a solemn refleotion; may it be to' us a salutary reality.
On one oooasion, when our blessed Redeemer trod this earth of
ours, it is said of Him, "And it came to pass that when J eSU8
returned, the people gladly reoeived Him, jor they were all waiting
jor Him." This should be the attitude of the Ohuroh, may it be
ours, beloved, as Ohristians-" At! waiting jor Him." Oh, my soul,
is it thine? Blessed be God, it is! I want to be kept with eyes
fixed and heart ready for the end.
We do not want to take the position of an alarmist, but rather
that of a watchman on the walls oj Zion; and as suoh we must
affirm our belief that the ohariot wheels of the King of Glory can
be heard at a distanoe, and the time approaches when our Lord's
own words will be fulfilled: "I will see you again, and your
heart shall rejoioe, and your joy no man taketh from you."
Similar language to what He had previously uttered to His disciples: "I will come again, and receive you unto Myself, that
where I am, ye may be also." Oh, glorious climax! when all
will be cleared up. The eve of life, to the Ohristian, will usher
in the dawn of that eternal day, when"All that his highest hopes expect,
All that's prepared for God's elect,
And more than thought can comprehend,
Is waiting for him at THE END."

We are not curious to know the time. Many godly men have
made mistakes in calculating dates which are not revealed, and the
3 F
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time of the end, concerning which our Lord said, "But of that
day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but
My Father only." In the face of such a divine assertion, is it
wise, is it God-honouring, to make human calculations about the
matter? and can we not mark the Lord's displeasure with many
who have attempted it, in spoiling their usefulness and bringing
them to silence? The dates they have fixed, in many cases, have
long since passed, and their littleness and nothingness have become
thereby exposed. Our portion is sufficient for us. "But the end
of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto
prayer."
Tlte signs of the times also confirm the near approach of the end.

We need not dwell upon the changes predicted in the celestial
heavens, portending the coming of the Son of Man; there is
sufficient going on in the world to mark that the time is drawing
near. Note what the Apostle Paul says to Timothy upon this
matter: "The time wiU come when they will not endure sound
doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves
teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn away their ears
from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables." This needs no
comment j the days in which we live mark its truth to the letter.
And again, is not God also gathering together His elect from
one end of heaven to the other? Whether we look at this
literally with regard ta the Jews, ar spiritually with regard to
. His chosen people in Ohrist, it is equally observable. Oh, it is
plain enough, and our portion is true, "But the end of all things
is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer."
"The end of all things." What a grand clearance! What an
omnipotent sweeping! We might think of it thusT. The end of all things with regard to the fashion of this
world, "When the heavens shall pass away, and the earth and
all things therein be burned up."
n. The end of the Man of Sin and his kingdom, when he and
it shall be destroyed.
Ill. The end of the Church militant, the ministry of the Word,
the ordinances of God's house, the preaching of the Gospel; for
Ohrist shall be triumphant.
IV. The end of all the purposes of God with regard to this
time-state, and the opening out of eternity.
V. The end of all things at hand should cause us to live more
loosely to earthly pleasures and pursuits, and more to glorify
Him whose we are, and whom we desire to serve.
First. The end of all thimgs with regard to the fashion of this
world, when" The heavens shall pass away, and the earth also
and the works that are therein shall be burned up." And what do
we understand by the fashion of this world?
We respond to
the inquiry, that we think it involves all that is external and
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visible, in distinction from that which is internal and invisible.
For instance, we look upon God's handiwork around us in all
created things; we gaze with pleasure upon what is called the
carpet of nature, so beautiful in all its varied tints; well, it must
all fade, for" The fashion of this world passeth away." We look
up unto the glory of the lower heavens above us. Every evening
that the sun sinks behind the western hills, we are reminded that
another day has for ever gone; and every night, when we look up
and gaze upon the moon, as she sheds her softened light around,
reminds us of the approach of that time when there shall be " no
more moon." Every harvest time that the sweeping scythe cuts
down the golden corn, should remind us of that harvest of which
our Lord said to His disciples: "The harvest is the end of the
world, and the reapers are the angels." Every revolving season
must have its termination. Each passing Sabbath brings us
onwards to that" Sabbatism [rest] that remaineth for the people
of God"; and as we lie down upon our beds, after each day of
toil and care, we are "a day's march nearer home."
In this way then, dear reader, do we regard this expression,
"The fashion of this world passeth away." We do well to ponder
over the Apostle's advice concerning it: "But this I say, brethren,
the time is short: it remaineth, that both they that have wives
be as though they had none; and they that weep, as though they
wept not; and they that rejoice,. as though they rejoiced not;
and they that buy, as though they possessed not; and they
that use this world, as not abusing it: for the fashion of this
'World passeth away." Ah! see, beloved, he even connects with
this passing away earthly relationships. What! cannot I hold that
dear one who is the joy of my life, my earthly companion and
confidant? Indeed not. We have pretty good proof of this; and
the lesson the Lord the Spirit would have us learn in the aspect
of eternity, is that the husband should live as though he had no
wife, even if she be living; and the wife should live as if she had
no husband, even though she still leans upon his arm of flesh.
Humbling but truthful lesson! But so it is. Days, and months,
and years, and all periods of time, are fast passing away. Earthly
relationships, so endearing, must be severed; for, while" There is
a time for every purpose and every work under the sun," that
time and purpose and all must pass away, and become swallowed
up in eternity.
Secondly. The end of the man of sin and his kingdom, when he and
it shall be destroyed. This is a great consolation to the child of
God. Oh, how now he laments the power of Satan, and the
varied temptations he draws into, and the easily besetting sins he
lays to ensnare the soul, and lead it off from the things of God.
How he feels the uprising of the lusts of the flesh, the pride of
life, the self-sufficiency and self.rii'hteousnesB of the carnal Dature,
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and a thousand other evils engendered by the man of sin.
We
say, Ob, what a mercy! the devil is doomed; the end of his
malice is near; the granted power he is now allowed will soon be
ended, for Ohrist has already triumphed. He bruised Satan's
head upon the cross, and, ascending on high, "Led captivity
captive." Satan is only a crushed captive, bound by the ascension
power of our Redeemer; and the time is fast hastening when the
fulfilment of his jL!-dgment shall be accomplished: "And death
and hell were cast into the lake of fire."
Thirdly. The end of the Ohurch militant, the ministry of the Word,
the ordinances of God's house, the preaching of the Gospel,' for Olwist
shall be triumphant. Ah! we say, pTtaching of the Gospel. In this
day of departure from the truth, what gaps there are to the
realization of this privilege. The child of God knows what it
is to sigh for a faithful sermon-to feel, as another Sabbath
morning comes, "My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God:
when shall I come and appear before God?" And he or
she knows what it is sometimes to shed tears, on account
of the deprivation of the means of grace, probably in
bye-gone times realized and revelled in, but now all is lonely.
We know the Lord does oft-times make up for this loss, especially
if He has in His providence led His child into a position in this
world far away from the mea~f' of grace and the place of truth;
and He fulfils His promise to be Himself a "little sanctuary unto
His people,"-and He is, too. . He is their High Priest, their
Advocate, their All, and by His Spirit draws unto such hallowed
commuDion that the very bedroom becomes a Bethel, and the
humble habitation a "House of Bread." We would not be
without such seasons for all that the world calls good and great.
Still, we love the courts of the Lord; still, we sigh for the
meeting with the Lord's dear people; still, we crave for the
ministry of the Word. And this is right, for we live under the
Gospel dispensation, when it is God's ordained means to bless
by the Gospel, teach through the Scriptures, and reveal Himself
by His Spirit in the Word, We value His will in this matter,
and rejoice in it; but the time is coming when there will be
no broken links in experience, no gaps in delight, and no
cessation in communion with the Beloved of one's soul. Uninterrupted-that's the word! We shall realize soon, uninte1'rltpted
bliss, joy, peace, love-yes, love-for nothing can really now
separate us from the certainty of Ohrist's love to us, and nothing,
by-and-by will interrupt the communion of His love with us. To
my mind, fthis will be heaven-the uninterrupted communion of
a Saviour's love.
Fourthly. The end of all the purposes oJ Goel with regm'd to this
time· state, and the opening out of eternity. That was a wondrous
sight which the beloved John gained in vision, when, as he
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tells us, "The angel he saw stood upon the sea, and upon the
earth, and lifting up his hand to heaven, sware by Him that
liveth for ever and ever, that time should be no longer." Oh, think
of it! or rather, how can we think of it? for it seemR beyond
our penetration. We: wake each morning; it is the time to get
up and enter into the scenes of life-care, but-no time, no care.
We press on in our course through the hours of the day, butno time, no course, no pressing'. What an eternal cessation!
" Time no longer!"
The Lion of the tribe of J udah has taken
the Father's book of decrees of the treasures of all the times and
seasons, and pronounced them at an end.
Oh, what will be our
position at that wondrous stop? Cannot faith look up to Jesus,
and feel assured all will be well? For He who held the Book
and pronounced the decree is our God and Saviour; and," If He
is for us, what can be against us?"
Fifthly. The fact that the end of all things is at hand, should
cause us to live more loosely to earthly pleasures and ptwsuits, and
more to glorify Him whose '/l'e are, and whom we desire to serf'C, and

this our portion brings out: "The end of all things is at hand;
be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer." "Be ye therefore
sober." We know that many take this as referring to temperance.
Important as this may be, we do not think it is the primary
thought here; rather does it mean to be of ,~ound mind, to think
and act prudently, to weigh things with a just estimate. Now
apply this to "the End." What will it be to me? Can I face
eternity with calmness? Am I prepared for the second coming
of Christ? What am I resting upon? What is my hope? What
my salvation? These are things which will be weighed by those
who are sober, and desire to estimate the reality of their position
and possession-yes, possession.
In reading the Bible this morning, three very precious words
caused me to pause; they were these, "I am Thine" (Psalm
cxix. 94).
"Oh," I thought, "this does not merely mean my
claim to belong to God, but God's claim of me; therefore, as a
child goes to his parent, and claims, on the ground of his relationship promised gifts and promised help, so will I go to my
heavenly Father, because I am Thine; because I am Thy child >"
because Thou dost lay claim to me; Father, give me what Thou hast
promised." Now, dear child of God, what is thy need? what is

thy fear? what is thy trial? Search for the suitable promise;
put thy finger upon it, and look up in the confidence of faith,
and say, "Lord, I am Thine. Upon this ground I remind Thee
of the promise; now do as Thou hast said, for I am Thy child."
The Psalmist says, "I am Thine, sal'e me." This involves much,
if not all. "Save me," temporarily, personally, experimentally,
everlastingly. "Save me." So you see, grounding his plea upon
God's claim of him, he asks largely; but none ever ask in vain.
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. Dearly beloved, in consideration of the coming end of all things,
not our position that of which Daniel speaks, "Blessed is the
"}'lan that waiteth"? Yes; as from the house-top the worshipper
III Eastern countries would sit and wait for the rising sun, so
let us wait and watch for the coming of the Man, when we shall
see Him who is the glory of His spiritual Church. Oh, wondrouE! and solemn day, which shall finish the appointed times and
things of earth! In view of it, may we be like the "five wise
Virgins," who took oil in their vessels with their lamps, and
were ready for the Bridegroom's coming. Watch therefore, for
ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of Man
cometh." But be it ours to sing with our gifted correspondent,
18

ISA-

" Oh ! may our loins be girt, our lamps be burning,
Our hearts be longing for our Lord's returning;
That when He comes, we may arise with joy,
To meet Him 'mid the glory in the sky."
THE EDITOR.

REDEMPTION THROUGH THE BLOOD OF THE LAMB.
AMAZING depths of love divine
In all redemption's work doth shine;
The Father drew the wondrous plan,
To save rebellious, ruined man.

The whole creation felt the shock,
While men and devils did Him mock;
The sun withdrew, the rocks did rend,
In honour of the sinner's Friend-

The Son this "wondrous plan"
approved,
To save the objects that He loved,
And left His glorious throne on high,
Came down on earth to bleed and
die.

That Friend, whose" fury" did sus·
tain
Amidst the suffering and the pain,
Whose mighty arm salvation brought,
And for our souls deliverance
wrought.

Wha.t He endured we ne'er can tell,
To save a guilty world from hell;
In agony and sweat of blood
Our great atoning Surety stood.

His sacred head in death He bowed,
Then rose, ascending in a cloud,
To take possession of His throne,
Until He comes to fetch His own.

Oh, matchless depths of love to man!
E-q)lore it, angels never can;
They, wondering, saw the Son of God
Gl'oaning and weltering in His blood.

The promised Comforter He sent,
To give them joy in banishment,
While in His footsteps they pass on,
To join Him on His glorious throne.

The wrath of God did pierce His
soul,
And not a creature did condole,
When in His people's place He stood,
To shed His own most precious blood.

Then with the rapturous, glorious
throng,
We'll join the everlasting song,
To God the Father, God the Son,
And God the Spirit, Three in One,

One swore" he never knew t.he man,"
And all forsook, and from Him ran ;
Yet then He bore their load of guilt,
And for their sins His blood was
spilt.

Whose matchless love devised the
plan
To save rebellious, ruined man,
And clothe him in a royal dress,
That fits him for the comts of bliss.

E. B.
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WITHIN THE VEIL.

" I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven."-REVELATION iv. l.
" ENTERING in at the gate of glory," concerning which dear SPURGEON
wrote truthfully, "No artist can portray the entrance of a redeemed soul
into the eternal joy of heaven. We may watch with anguished hearts,
as our loved ones pass through the dark waters of death, but when they
reach the other side our eyes are holden, and only by faith can we see
the glory and hear the shouts of triumph with which angelic spirits
welcome the blood-washed ones to their blessed company." This is true
indeed. Ah! what mortal can portray immortality ~ What language
can describe the joy of heaven ~ The Apostle Paul was caught up to
the third heaven, Paradise itself, but he tells us that he heard" Unspeakable words, which it is not lawful [Cl possible," marginal rendering]
for a man to utter." No; it was not possible for him to convey to his
fellow-man, nor even to his brethren in the Lord, what things he had
seen and heard, while they and himself remained in the flesh. And now
the beloved John looks, in divine revelation, through a door into heaven,
and, for the most part, can only communicate what he saw and heard to
the Church of God by signs and symbols; for it is not possible for the
finite to grasp the infinite, nor even for faith itself t,) realize more than
foretastes.
We say that he gives us what he saw and heard by signs and symbols.
Yes; for instance, we would suggest, by "the sun" he meant to set
forth the sovereign power of Jehovah and the character of the Lord of
glory; by "the ?noon," the Church militant; by the" new heaven," the
Church triumphant; by "the stars," the ambassadors of God-prophets
and martyrs, who had" come up out of great tribulation, and washed
their robes in the blood of the Lamb." The" pure river of water," the
eternal and ever-flowing happiness of the redeemed in the presence of
Christ; the" sea of glass," the perpetual peace of the ransomed from all
turmoil and trouble; the " precious stones," the light and glory and
perfection of Christ; "the gates," the eternal entrance into joys and
bliss unutterable.
And so we might go on, such symbols remaining
enough for us in this time-state to enable us to anticipate, long for, and
press onwards to, the eternal home. " Come ye, and let us walk in the
light of the Lord" (Isaiah ii. 5).
But while speaking of symbols, about which there seems some little
difficulty, we are not going to attempt to enter the parts of the Book
of Revelation which have been" a battle ground for contending sects."
Doubtless, thoughtful and Spirit-taught men have written gracious
things about "the pouring out of the Seven Vials," and so forth; on
the other hand, it must be patent to us all that books have been
written to no profit upon this matter-books, indeed, that bristle with
absurdities, and abound with the opinions of man. No; we are going
to content ourselves with this one point. The beloved John's view,
within the veil, of the supreme happiness whieh the redeemed were enjoying

in the presence of Jesus.
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"I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven." It is interesting to note the spot from which he looked. We hear of some who
fit up in their houses, oratories-places, as they think, of worship and
prayer; but, with their altar and cross, they may get no revelation of
a Saviour. Far different was it with the beloved John. His place of
prayer was on a desolate island, his place of revelation the rugged rock.
Ah! dear friends, does not this remind us that our choicest liftings
up are when we are down here on earth, on the rugged rock of care ~
We shall never gain such a lifting up as God's servant did when he
heard that voice as a t:rumpet, which said, "Oome up hither, and I
will show thee things which must be hereafter." Yet, blessed be God,
we do get our lesser lijtings up oj joy cmd peace, in the communications
of a Saviour's love and favour. Such seasons make us say"Master, speak, Thy servant heareth,
Longing for Thy gracious word,
Longing for Thy voice that cheereth
Master, let it now be heard.
I am listening, Lord, for Thee;
What hast Thou to say to me?"
And then another thought riseth for our notice, namely, that when
John thus looked, he realized a second vision or revelation of Ohrist
from his rugged place of prayer. With regard to the first vision, he
says, "I was in the Spirit on the Lord's Day, and heard behind me
a great voice as of a trumpet." In this second vision he says, "After
this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first
voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me;
which said, Oome up hither," &c. In the first vision the voice
commissioned him to deliver seven charges from Christ Himself to the
Seven Ohurches in Asia, applicable to their different states and condition;
while in the latter vision, a series of prophecies is communicated to
him, relating to events which would take place in the Ohurch and
nations of the earth, through all generations, to the judgment day and
eternal state; while prominently he beheld that which we now dwell
upon to our joy, namely, the happiness of the redeemed gathered around
the throne of God and the Lamb. We find them singing-or rather,
if faith gives the ear, we hear them singing. John did, and we do,
beloved, sometimes, do we not ~ When in the Spirit we catch some of
their joy notes. One note, or full chord, is prominent, I am sure.
It is as it were the key note. It is love. All praise is given "Unto Him
that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and
hath made us kings and priests unto God and His Father; to Him be
glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen." "Holy, Holy, Holy,
is the Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come."
"Worthy art Thou, 0 Lord, to receive glory, and honour, and power."
"Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honuur, and
power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen." Such
are some of the joy notes of the ecstasy of heaven. Oh, how happy
must they be who have passed within the veil! They have done with
earth and earthly things; and the beloved John brings this to us in
most precious negatives, or, as we say sometimes, in twelve no mon/s.
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" No more sea." No; methinks "the sea" in this aspect refers to the
boisterous ocean of life, now exchanged for the sea, as it were, of
" glass"; without a wave of trial, nay, even a ripple of care, all
subsided into the calm peace of heaven. "No more tears," for God
shall wipe them all away. They will come now, and roll down the
cheeks in burning heat, as we fall under nature's feelings in the loss
of our earthly beloveds: but there will be no tears of grief in heaven;
all will be joy. " No mon death," so dreaded by many; no, its sting all
gone, "Oonquerors through Him who hath loved us. "Neither sorrow,"
in any form. God knows we have plenty here: it will be unknown in
any aspect in heaven. "Nor crying, neither shall there be any more
pain." How jOy0us this! The poor body down here, often racked with
pain, restless throughout the night watches; and the poor one again
and again exclaiming, "In the morning, Would God it were even! and
in the even, Would God it were morning!" the fear of the heart
being great. Oh, the mercy to such, when the time has come for pain
for ever to cease! "No more pain." Gracious and acceptable anticipation
to many.
No temple there: "For the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are
the temple thereof"; and the joyous ones will have done with the
material and become absorbed in the spiritual. " No need of the sun,
neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten
it, and the Lamb is the light thereof." I' And the gates of it shall
not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there." Everlasting freedom and liberty; no bondage of any kind. " And there shall
in no wise enter any thing that defileth." All ptL1'ity, all plenty, all peace.
We are quite aware that there are many Ohristian people who
think, when we get to heaven, it will all be work, work, work-the
pe1jection of wode. We must say we cannot join them in that anticipation. To our mind, instead of work, work, work, our heart's joy is, that
it will be rest, 1'est, perpetual 1'est. "There remaineth therefore a rest
for the people of God." This certainly seems the longing of all dying
Ohristians that we have seen in their "ebbing moments," and we do
not think their prospect will be vain. Neither can we drink into the
Swedenborgian anticipation of an earthly heaven, which many contemplate. To have done with earth and everything earthly is, to my
mind, joy in prospect; all will be perfected in Ohrist, and His work
will ensure for us endless ?'est. In such anticipation we now adopt our
usual plan at the close of the year, of enumerating those known and
unknown to us, in connection with our GOSPEL MAGAZINE Obituary,
who have entered during the year their eternal home.
The first mentioned is that of Mr. REID, who, the bereaved widow
informs us, was called to the public ministry of the Gospel, and who
during a long pilgrimage was wonderfully blest., and made a blessing
to many. Later on are recorded the deaths of two relatives of the late
Dr. DOUDNEY: at the ripe age of seventy-eight, JAMES DOUDNEY,
brother of the ever-remembered GEORGE D. DOUDNEY, thirteen years
minister of the Episcopal Ohapel, Plymouth; and then, a few weeks
after, the only surviving brother of the Doctor, at the patriarchal age of
eighty-nine! We were told by a friend, that it was considered that
the Doctor never got over the death of this dear brother.
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Then there is noted the departure from this vale of tears of Mrs.
MARY ANN SHEPPARD, of whom the late Editor speaks in tender
remembrance; also the mother of LILLY ROWLATT, who said on her
death-bed, "Oovenant mercy all the way," and whose last words were,
"Blessed Jesus ! My Jesus!"
Then Wll have the Rev. R. OORNALL, of Bristol, giving an interesting
account of the death of the Rev. EmwND HUGa McNEILE, Hon. Oanon
of Liverpool, son of the late Dean McNEILE; who, IV hen told that
"~any friends were praying for him," observed, "And the dearest
~rIend of all is praying for me, for 'He ever liveth to make intercesSIOn for us.'" Shortly before he passed away, his wife Raid to him,
"Jesus is n13ar, my darling, and you are safe in His hands, whatever
happens." He looked at her with his own bright smile, and said,
"Quite safe. Yes, I know that"; and a little while after added,
" 'Accepted in the Beloved.' 'Bless the Lord, 0 my sonl, and forget
not all His benefits,'" and soon after "fell asleep in Jesus." Never
shall we forget, as long as memory lasts, hearing his revered father,
Dean McNEILE, speak in the Town Hall, Birmingham. That large hall
was crowded, and as the dear man of God rose so stately and majestic,
and with a heavenly countenance, his first utterance was, " , My Father,
my Father, here is the wood for a burnt offering, but where is the
Lamb J'" That inquiry, "Where is the Lamb J" thrilled through that
vast audience; the effect was grand and soul-melting.
But, returning to our death-roll, in the time when dear LILLINGSTON
was Incumbent of St. George's, Edgbaston, we became acquainted with
Mrs. MOENS and dear Miss MADELEY. The latter was hungering for
the pure bread of life, and drinking in the distinctive doctrines of
grace. We enjoyed sweet fellowship with her, and I know I may
assert that, under God, I was the means of cheering her and bringing,
by converse and pen, comfort and profit to her soul. The trio mentioned loved to meet at St. George's, and would often talk together
of the spiritual treat they had received within its sacred walls, through
the faithful testimony of dear LILLINGSTON. I am told, by the way,
all is altered now, and we should scarcely know the church to be the
same. Oircumstances and distance afterwards caused our intercourse
with Miss MADELEY to cease for some years, except in the way of
occasional communications in writing; but it was with. deep feeling
that, at the commencement of this year, I received intelligence from a
dear relative of hers that she was seriously ill, and evidently drawing
near her end. At this intimation we determined to proceed to Solihull,
and once more see our dear friend in the flesh; but, blessed be God,
we greeted her in the spirit also. Her calm, matured converse, her
ripened views of the eternal home she was nearing, all bespoke the
fact that she was not long for this earth. One thing I remember she
told me, namely, that while for a long time she had not been able to
reach the House of God, so much her delight, she held a large Bible
Olass, every Sunday afternoon, for young women in her dining-room,
and she had cheering proof that this humble work had not been
without its fruits and effects upon her neighbours. A few days after
our visit, we received the following from a near relative of dear Miss
MADELEY'S: "The first friend I ever made in Solihull, thirty-six years
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ago, has this day (January 4th, 1893) passed into the presence of our
Saviour Jesus. She took to her bed only one week ago, feeling the
severe cold very much, and since Sunday she has gradually become
weaker each day, without any great pain, but peacefully breathed her
last this afternoon, about 2.30, just half-an-hour after JOHN MYLIUS
had left her, and had consciously joined in his prayer, 'Lord, now
lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace; for mine eyes have seen Thy
salvation.' And now we know and are sure 'that it is well' with her.
She had lived seventy-six years in 'the one old home,' and was well known
amongst her neighbours as a consistent believer in our Lord Jesus
Christ. 'A Christian, if ever there was one,' the poor say of her;
'we shall all miss her exceedingly.'" Thoroughly can I endorse that
expression of the surrounding poor. "A Christian, if ever the1'e was
one," she was indeed; and although with no boasted assurance, but
always humble, I can affirm she lived very near to her God.
And now I do not think it would be out of place to remind our
readers of the touching incident of the removal of the bodies of
dear JOHN NEWTON and his wife, from London to Olney. The late
beloved Dr. DOUDNEY sent me a pressing invitation to represent
him on that solemn occasion, but owing to the serious illness of my
dear wife, I was unable to leave home. The following account of
the event will be read with interest :The bodies of JOHN NEWTON, formerly rector of St. Mary Woolnoth,
Lombard Street, and previously vicar of Olney, Buckinghamshire, and
that of his wife were re-interred in Olney churchyard yesterday. Two
new oak coffins, containing old leaden shells removed from the church
crypt, were conveyed by train from St. Pancras to Olney on Tuesday
evening, and were taken from the railway station to Olney Church,
where they remained for the night. The original plates from the old
coffins were placed on the new ones, each accompanied by a small brass
plate, bearing the inscription, "Removed from St. Mary, Woolnoth,
Lombard Street, to Olney Churchyard January, 1893." The re-interment
ceremony was attended by a large number of Olney people, who still
hold the memory of their former vicar in great veneration. The large
and handsome church was crowded. The Rev. J. P. LANGLEY, vicar of
Olney, conducted the service, assisted by his son, the Rev. E. LANGLEY,
of Ramsgate, and the Rev. W. F. WHITCHURCH, curate of Olney. The
Order for the Burial of the Dead was the only service used, and there
was no sermon or address. The former part of the service was conducted
in the church. After the hymn commencing "How sweet the name of
Jesus sounds," one of NEWTON's own, the bodies were moved one by
one into the churchyard, the organist, Mr. W. WRIGHT, meanwhile
;playing the "Dead March" in Saul. The vicar concluded the service
In the churchyard in the presence of about two thousand people.
The
coffins were placed in a brick grave, in which already reposed the
remains of GEORGE CATLETT, of Chatham, who was father of Mrs.
NEWTON, and who died in 1777.
And now as the year advanced, a trial of a very close home character
daily distressed the writer and his family. My beloved wife, to whom
I was devotedly attached, became seriously ill, the tumour from
which she was suffering developing to an enormous size. Everything
that human foresight and affection could devise was done for her ease
and comfort, but on the 19th of April, after ceasing from everything
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earthly, she gently passed away, and entered into the manSIOns o:f
bliss, prepared in divine love and favour for her.
Well, dear reader, every bullet has its commission, and;'every blow
brings its needed discipline.
"Blessed is the man whom Thou
chasteneth, 0 Lord, and teachest him out of Thy law." But nature will
feel, and it is not all of us that have the faith of LUTHER, who cried,
"Strike, Lord! strikE', Lord, and spare not!" This I may mention
for the encouragement of tremblers, namely, that while our dear one
was often oppressed, and in spirit cried, '" He will cast me off with
pining sickness; from day even to night will He make an end of
me'''; and while for years she dreaded the article o:f death, when
it came to the time, all pain ceased, all fears were quieted, and she
passed away "In peace, pe1fect peace."
And how quickly was this blow to us followed by another. Early
in April we received tidings of the failing health of our revered
Brother, the late Dr. DOUDNEY, learning that he was lying very
seriously ill at his residence, Southville, Granada Road, Southsea;
which intelligence was followed by the following letter from dear Mrs.
DOUDNEY, in reply to our anxious inquiries; I am sure she will forgive
me for reproducing it at this time:My DEAR MR. OowELL,-I must send you one line of thanks for your
kind note and .sympathy.
This is a mysterious and most trying illness. The dear one does not
suffer. This is a great mercy, but it is so painful to hear at times his
loud, Excited talk, every word correct; and he will often go on for four
or five hours at a time, and does not appea,r conscious of anything around
him. At those times, when these talks are over, his regret is great to
find himself down here; he so longs and prays to be taken. He may last
some time, owing to his strong constitution, unless fm·ther bmin mischief
occurs. The three doctors agree that he will never again be right mentally,
so we can only ask the Lord to take him gently to Himself. You will know
it is a great heart sorrow for me.
You have my deepest sympathy in your lengthened trial. I constantly
remember you and the dear sufferer. It is difficult to explain much in
writing; you will, I am sme, ask for me all needed grace. With love to
Mrs. COWELL and your daughters,
Yours sincerely,
Southsea, Apt'il 10th.
KATE DOUDNEY.
Only two days after my dear wife closed her eyes in death, this
venerable and valiant servant of Ohrist passed away, on Friday, April
21st, at his residence, at Southsea, having completed his eighty.third
year. For fifty-three years he edited this Magazine, and close indeed
to the end did that relationship exist between Editor and readers
which he so loved to cherish.
Of all his other works of faith and
labours of love we need not here speak particularly.
And now at this time we can but notice the number of clergymen
in the Ohurch of England whom the Lord called away from their
sphere of labour to the rest above, and in very many cases that, too,
very suddenly. The English Churchman remarks :Oases of sudden death among the clergy have been painfully frequent
of late. Among those removed thus within the last two or tbree weeks
have been Oanon CAZENOVE, late of Reigate; Professor FULLER, of Bexley,
while driving from MiDehead to Ilfracombe; tbe Rev. F. Oox, of OliftOD,
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late of Watford and Upper Ohelsea, who passed away in his sleep on
the first anniversary of his wife's death; and now we have to announce
with regret the sudden removal, on Saturday last, of the Rev. W. J. SMITH,
Vicar of St. John's, Kilburn, and editor of the Rock, who had only just
arrived in ]\'[anchester, on a visit to a brother clergyman, when he was
stricken with an apoplectic fit and died. These events speak to all who
will lend an attentive ear, and remind us of the solemn words of the
Apostle James, "What is your life? It is even a vapour that appeareth
for a little while, and then vanisheth away."
But to confine our thoughts to within what we may call the radius
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE ObiluaTy, after the death of Dr. DOUDNEY,
two more faithful ambassadors of Ohrist were called to their eternal
home. The Rev. F. HOARE, Vicar of Trinity Ohurch, Derby, who,
during the return voyage from the Holy Land, contracted malarial
fever, and, upon arriving at Milan, was taken to the Victoria Grand
Hotel, where he died. He was interred in the Protestant burial ground
in that place, on Lord's Day, May 7th, while his sorrowing flock at
Derby were holding a funeral service at the same time. Then there
was the Rev. JAMES R. STAREY, M.A., for many years Vicar of St. Thomas,
Lambeth, a well-known upholder of Protestant truth, and a faithful
preacher of the distinctive doctrines of grace.
And then, while the Lord has been pleased to call home this year
many faithful ministers of the Gospel, it is remarkable how many of His
eminent servants also have been gathered to their rest.
We call to
mind the Rev. WILLIAM WINTERS, who succeeded to the Editorship of
the Em'then Vessel, on the death of the Rev. O. W. BANKS, in 1886. And
soon after Mr. THOMAS SMELT, of Manchester, whose renown waS in
the Ohurches, as an outspoken man of God, true to the principles of
the glorious Reformation. His portrait appeared in our last month's
issue. Further, we mention Mr. BRADLEY, of Bolton, who always
cheered us by some bright saying, when we gave the Gospel address
at the Oorporation Rooms, Manchester. Then we note the beloved
wife of our dear friend and brother, Mr. ROBINSON, of Scarborough,
who, we are informed, never recovered the effects of a fall under the
horse of a reckless rider. Sweetly has our dear brother written of
his heart-felt bereavement, and yet with telling submission to the will
of His covenant God.
Then, in October, we recorded tidings of the sudden death of Mr.
SAMUEL S. STARES, of Horndean, AUNT LuoY's husband, who passed
away to his heavenly home with only the warning of a few minutes.
But it mattered not in his case, for the Lord had fully prepared him
for the summons. He was, as the bereaved widow sweetly wrote,
" Ready fryr Jesy,s."
But we pause; others, known and unknown, yet well known in the
Lord, might be mentioned to increase our already heavy death roll.
Oan we consider death otherwise than a great gain to them all, when
it has drawn the veil aside, and they are by a loving hand admitted
into the presence chamber of their God 1
" Gathered in the heavenly place,
They now see Him face to face,"
As we stand o'er the grave of some dearly-loved one, and think of
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the corruption that must be going on with those familiar remains, how
blessed it is to rise above it all, under the power of the scriptural
assurance, "The creatuxe itself also shall be delivered from the bondage
of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God." They
are but " Waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of the body,"
when" this mortal shall put on immortality," according to the purpose
and consummation of a promise-making and promise-keeping God. This
is an earnest expectation that shall not be disappointed; this is a firm
hope that shall not fail the patient waiting for it. Some would fain
dwell upon the personal merits of their departed beloveds. It is our.;;
to rejoice in the merits of Christ, which hath procured eternal
happiness for them, and a final deliverance "from the bondage of
corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God." When we
think of the unsullied happiness and supreme peace and everlasting joy
they are realizing "within the veil," can we wish them back againback to pain and suffering, storm and sorrow, toil and trial 1 No, not
for a moment; and could our dear relatives (tnd friends who are at rest
commuuicate with us, methiuks they would say" Shed not a tear for me,
" The bliss I now enjoy
No mortal tongue can tell ;
Weep not that I am gone;
I am where I would be,
Praise is my sweet employ,
Before my Father's throne:
Heaven's rapturous song to swell :
The Refuge that I found through
The Refuge that I found through
.
grace,
grace,
And Jesus is my resting place!
Jesus is still my resting place! "
One thought more, and which becomes a solemn inquiry, Who next t
Who next 1 It is a mercy none can answer that inquiry; the appointed time is with the Lord, and we can well leave it with Him.
But it is ours to pray for grace to be kept in the watching and
waiting posture, ready for the summons. John saw a door opened in
heaven, and heard a voice saying, "Come up hither." We, too, shall
see a door opened in heaven for us; we, too, shall hear the voice
we love and long to hear, saying, "Come up hither."
In conclusion, beloved, we must say, that to part with our dear ones
is painful to flesh and blood; nature will feel, but herein is our joy"When sorrowing o'er some stone I bend,
Which covers all that was a friend,
And from his hand, his voice, his smile,
Divides me for a little while;
Thou, Saviou?', mal;k'st the tears I shed,
For Thou didst weep o'er Lazarus dead.
'"And oh! when I have safely passed
Through every conflict but the last,
. Still, Lord, unchanging, watch beside
My dying bed, for Thou hast died;
Then point to realms of endless day,
And wipe the latest tear away."
Burton-on-Trenl.

G. C.

WE want to pluck our mercies green, while God will have us wait
till they are ripe.-Leighton.
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WELL-SPRINGS.
"For 1 will give you a month and wisdom, which all yonr adversa1'ies shall
not be able tq gainsay nor 1'esist."-LuKE xxi. 15.
WHEN Moses began to weigh his own deficiencies, and bring forward
by natural reasoning his incapacity against Divine power and omniputence, he received this rebuke: "And the Lord said unto him, Who
hath made man's mouth 1 or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the
seeing, or the blind 1 have not I the Lord ~ Now therefore go, and
I will be thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say." It was a
sufficient rebuke. Moses was looking downward, and saw only creature
helplessness and insufficiency. His God would have him look upward
and see in his El Shaddai strength, wisdom, and power, put forth on
his behalf. "Go forward in this thy might," is spoken only to him
to whom strength has been endued from on high. "What the Lord
my God saith, that will I speak," are words only claimed by him who
has received a heavenly message to proclaim again.
"Thus thou shalt answer him," and, by words of God-given defence,
silence thine enemy, since God hath spoken. Have we not often proved
it so 1 Is it not so with many a secret disciple now in the present
day ~ Are not his actions weighed, his demeanour marked, yea, his
very countenance recognized as one who has been much with Jesus,
even our own enemies being the judges 1 It should be so. The Apostle's
words should stand the test of every living, loving disciple: ,e Be not
conformed to this world." "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service." The living
sacrifice must be tempered, toned, and trained, ere it is made acceptable unto God by Jesus Christ. By the mercies received, the grace
bestowed, the seal of the Spirit should evidence, "What manner of
persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness." And again,
"Seeing ye look for such things, be diligent, that ye may be found of
Him in peace, without spot and blameless."
"I want, by my aspect serene,
My actions and words, to declare
That my treasure is placed in a country unseen;
My hefl,rt's best affections are there."
How often our Great Example stands forth in this matter, convincing the people, proving His Godhead, and scattering His enemies,
who could answer Him never a word! One word from His divine
lips no enemy could gainsay nor resist. "He shutteth, and no man
openeth." And Peter, addressing the elect strangers scattered abroad,
says, "Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles . . . . . •
for so is the will of God, that with well-doing ye may put to silence
the ignorance of foolish men."
And whilst He is pointing more especially here, in the words of Ollr
text, to the persecution and warfare His followers would encounter,
we have no need to go further back than to the history of our
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reformers and martyrs, when their God so marvellously appeared for
them, and gave them a mouth and wisdom not to deny their LOl'd,
but to glorify Him even in the fires, and thus put to silence their
bitterest foes.
Jesus was speaking to those who were soon to be scattered as
sheep without a shepherd. Their Leader was to be taken from
them. The Living Peace removed from theil' midst, meant that
tumult, wars, and insurrections would follow. And His elect, as the
despised and off-scouring, would encounter banishment, imprisonment,
and oft-times death. "Counted worthy to suffer for His name's sake."
They would be arraigned before some earthly tribunal, heard of
"that fox" and his followers, only to be condemned, cast out,
persecuted, and killed. But" It shall turn to you for a testimony.
Settle it therefore in your hearts, not to meditate before what ye
shall answer: for I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all
your adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor resist."
Poor little flock! They were safe as long as He was with them.
1'here was no dying in His Presence; but let Him be taken from
their midst, and all these things must come to pass, that the
Scriptures might be fulfilled. "In the world ye must have tribulation "; a winnowing, sifting, and a passing on to the world to come,
where all is everlasting bliss and unalloyed peace. The contrast is-" In
the world ye must have tribulation, that in Me ye might have peace."
Only recently, the following incident from an authentic source was
forwarded to The CMistian;Quite lately, the writer says, a large number of Russian criminals
were standing in the courtyard of their prison, chained together, and
about starting for their long sad journey into Siberian wilds. Amongst
them was one Christian man, a Stundist, sharing their banishment and
punishment, simply because he had spoken to his feliow-workmen about
the faith which made him count all things as dross for Christ's sake.
His fellow-prisoners were jeering him about it, saying, "But you're
no better off than we are. You are wearing the bracelets (handcuffs) as
we do; if your God is of any use to you, why doesn't He knock off your
chains, and set you free?"
The man replied reverently, "If the Lord will, He can set me free
even now, and though my hands are chained, my heart is f1'ee !" A.t that
very moment a voice was heard calling him by name, and telling him
that a paper had just been received granting him a full pardon. He was
then told to stand aside, and his chains were struck off. At the same
time the prison gates were thrown open, and all the rest of the convicts
filed out, the Stundist alone remaining behind, with permission to return
to his family and friends.
It is said that the prisoners were perfectly awe-stricken and solemnised
with the impression of what they had witnessed. It transpired afterwards
that a Christian lady in a high position, who took interest in this poor
labouring man, had asked and obtained his pardon. But how marvellously God wag glorified in its arrival at such a moment; and who can
tell what blessings may have been born for the spiritual emancipation
of the poor criminals, whose chained bodies were trudging wearily to
their exile home P
How soon were our Lord's words to be proved amongst his little
band of followers; how soon their faith was to be tested! How soon
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they felt their need when He was taken up from them. Ere He left
them, fully knowing their weak and foolish hearts, He called them
unto Him and gave them their charge. They still had the ignorance
of J udaism clinging to them, for, after all they had heard and seen,
and He had taught them, they put the question to Him, "Lord, wilt
Thou at this time restore again the kingdom unto Israel 1 And He said
unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which
the Father hath put in His own power. But ye shall receive power,
after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses
unto Me both in Jerusalem, and in all J udrea, and in Samaria, and unto
the uttermost parts of the earth."
Then follows the gift of tongues, which brought such hatred and
murmurings amongst the people, that Peter had to contend, with the
eleven, that this was according to promise; and not, as they supposed,
these men were full of new wine. Mark, great grace needs great
humility. Great responsibility needs greater watchfulness. His sermon
gives offence, five thousand believing in the Word he has preached,
and his enemies take refuge in condemning him on the complaint of
the impotent man being made whole. But now see the promise
ratified. Peter," filled with the Holy Ghost," argues the matter before
rulers, elders, scribes, and the high priest. Surely, say you, in this
poor fisherman his Lord must have fulfilled His promise, "I will give
you a mouth and wisdom," for we read, "Now when they saw the
boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned
and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge of them
that they had been with Jesus." A blessed truth comes in here,
"Being let go, they went to their own company." Ah! birds of a
When the enemy comes into the field,
feather will flock together.
the flock keep closer together in the fold. Thus to their own company
go these disciples; and in the mouth of their witnesses they establish
the truth of Jesus' own words, that His enemies could only do whatsoever His hand and counsel determined before to be done, concluding
with the prayer for further boldness to proclaim these words of pardon,
peace, life, and love.
Stephen is another example of this, for we read he was "full of
faith and power," so that his disputants "were not able to resist the
wisdom and the Spirit by which he spake."
Oh, beloved, let us go forward with the" Sword of the Spirit, which
is the Word of God." That alone can silence the ignorance of foolish
man, be he atheist, agnostic, sceptic, or professor. Their so-called
scientific superior knowledge may all be silenced with one, "Thus saith
the Lord, To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them."
Bring them to Bible ground, and they are silenced. They shall not
be able to gainsay nor resist that infallible Word of God. His truth,
is greater than all, and must prevail. May His children take refuge in.
the strength of it, and in the face of a professing and cavilling world, ..
when there comes a needs-be for their testimony as to the hope that··
is within them, may they realize the promise, "For I will give you a,·
mouth and wisdom, which all your adversaries shall not be able to,
gainsay nor resist."
R •.
3 (}
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY ~"
WEI,LS.
" Esek-Sitnah-Rehoboth-Bee1·sheba. "-GENESIS xxvi.
A CHAPTER much occupied with the digging of wells is surely suggestive of more than appears on the surface. " Now we, brethrE\n, as
Isaac was, are the children of promise" (Gal. iv. 28). Let us follow
his example and dig, that we too may find "living water." Are not
the Holy Scriptures a broad land of promise ~ Can we say, "Thy
testimonies have I taken as an heritage for ever: for they are the
rejoicing of my heart" ~ (Psalm cxix. Ill.)
This heir of the promises made to Abraham, sojourning as a stranger
in the land given by covenant oath to him and to his seed; does not
appear to be so solicitous about the present possession of the land,
though he sows in it, and reaps an hundredfold that same year, but
he must have the wate?' springing up from beneath its surface! He
cannot live without it, so first of all he opens again the wells which
his father's servants had digged in the days of Abraham, which "the
Philistines had stopped, filling them with earth."
.
In our early Christian life we drink at the wells our Father's servants
have digged for us; and is it not painfully true that the world around
us, "the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches and lusts of
other things, entering in choke the Word"-stop the wells and fill
them with earth-so that the living water no longer springs up as it
once did ~ Alas for our life! upon so much of it may be written thio
sad characteristic, "Who mind earthly things"; and we may well, like
Israel when the earth opened upon Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, flee
from it, with their exclamation, •• Lest the earth swallow us up also."
"Filled with earth," the water our souls crave does not flow out, and
in a dry and thirsty land, what must we do ~ Dig again, cast out the
earth as well.diggers do; throw aside that which fills up, that which so
occupies min:! and thought there is no room for anything else; and, as
Isaac's servants did, let us go into "the valley," in the low place of
self-abasement before our God '; let us bewail and confess how carnallyminded we have been-how we have allowed trifles of the world to fill
us with earth. "Only acknowledge thine iniquity." "My soul c1eaveth
to the dust; quicken me, 0 Lord, according to Thy Word." Surely
the land of promise shall yield us water again. "I will open fountains
in the midst of the valleys " (Isaiah xli. 10); and, like Isaac's servants,
our joyful testimony shall be, "We have found a well of springing
water" (Heb. "living "). How that marginal reading carries our thoughts
to Him whom we love to find as the Pearl of great price in the field
of Scripture; who at J acob's well gave this living water to a poor
thirsty sinner, to be in her a well of water, springing up into everlasting life; and who on the last day of the feast stood and cried, "If
any man thirst, let.him come unto Me, and drink. He that believeth on
Me, as the Scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of
living water. This spake He of the Spirit" (John vii. 37-39). What
it is to the a key lesson designed for us in this detail of well-digging!
But Isaac could not possess in peace this first well his servants had
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digged, for the herdmen of Gerar strove for it, saying, "The water is
ours," False shepherds now dispute about these as mere history, and
having application only to the natural seed of Abraham. Isaac called
the name of the well, Esek (contention). The same foe, born after the
flesh, who filled the former wells with earth, now disputes with the
child of promise his right to the living water he has obtained from
the land of promise by digging beneath its surface. Just so, often
there is long contention between flesh and Spirit in the children of
promise, as to their right to appropriate the living water so refreshing
to their thirst. Is it for me ~ Can it be mine ~ Is it from the Lord,
or is it mere memory bringing to mind ~ Some of us look back to
years of inward contention about these wells of salvation, concerning
which, like Sitnah, the hatred of the enemy has been so tormentingly
displayed; there was no alternative but to leave it; yet we still went
on digging, until at length we came to Rehoboth. So copiously did
the living water spring up there that we could say, "Thou hast set
my feet in a large room" (Psalm xxxi. 8). "All the promises of God
in Rim are yea, and in Rim Amen, unto the glory of God by us"
(2 Cor. i. 20). "If ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and
heirs according to the promise" (Gal. iii. 29). There is no longer
contention that these Old Testament "springs of water" belong only
to the natural owners of the land-that we Gentiles have no right to
appropriate promises made to the Jews, and hereafter to be fulfilled to
them (as we nevertheless expect they will), yet the blessed fact remains,
"Ye are all one in Christ Jesus" (Gal. iii. 28). "Evcry place whereon
the sole of your feet shall tread "-in faith's firm footil,g-shall be ours;
and as for the springs of water, does not our King say, "Drink, yea,
drink abundantly, 0 beloved" ~ (Sol. Song. v. 1.) From Rehoboth
Isaac went up to Beersheba (Abraham dwelt there after he saw the day
of Christ on Mount Moriah, John viii. 56); "And the Lord appeared
unto him the same night, and said, I am the God of Abraham, tby
father; fear not, for I am with thee, and will bless thee, and multiply
Thy seed."
So surely has the Lord spoken, in some night of affliction or amidst
the darkness of sore trial, that the word of promise becomes ours beyond
dispute; none can argue us out of possession of that well whence sprang
the living water so satisfying to our souls. There is "the end of all
strife"; for, "By two immutable things, in which it was impossible for
God to lie," we, the heirs of promise, "have a strong consolation, who
have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us" (Reb. vi.
16-18). Faith's tenacity will not let it go, even though all creaturepower has been taken away; the power of God is substituted, whereby
we prevail and have the" new name "-Israelites, "to whom pertaineth the promises."
At this place of sweet fellowship with the Lord, the very chief of
those who had envied, hated, and sent Isaac away from them, come to
make a covenant with him, acknowledging, "The Lord is with thee,"
thou art now the blessed of the Lord; and the same testimony the
world still bears to true disciples, "They took knowledge of them,
that they had been with Jesus." After they had feasted with him
and he sent them away in peace, another token of diyine favour is
3

G

2

772

The Gospel Magazine.

given to Isaac, in a fresh spring of living water, which he calls Shebah,
"and the city is called Beersheba unto this day "-the well of the oath;
for in their favour and covenant, he sees a reflection and confirmation
of that better covenant, established upon better promises, one clause of
which waR, "I will bless them that bless thee."
How strikingly the contrasts of Scripture are brought to mind as
we dig: "Filled with earth." "Be filled with the Spirit" !
How impossible that a well can be filled at one time both with earth
and water! "The Lord thy God bringeth thee into a good land, a
land of brooks of water, of fountains and depths that spring out of
valleys and hills" (Deut. viii. 7): Digging implies labour. "Let us
labour therefore, lest a promise being left us of entering unto His rest,
any of you should seem to come short of it" (Heb. iv. 11, 1). "Let
us lay aside every weight" (Heb. xii. 1). Oast aside every needless
burden of earth-beware of lading ourselves with thick clay (Hab. ii. 6).
"Looking unto Jesus," for, "All my springs are in Thee" (Psalm
lxxxvii. 7). So shall we "draw water with joy out of the wells of
salvation" (Isaiah xii. 3)

Leicester.

MARY.

WALKING WITH GOD.

" And Enoch walked with GOd."-GENESIS v. 24.
GOD in His sovereignty is pleased to deal out a different measure of
spiritual knowledge and enjoyment to His children in this time-state,
as it may be meet for His own glory, who "Giveth not account of
any of His matters." But here we are called to live and walk by
faith j and being assured that our God will cause "all things to work
together for good to them that love Him, to them who are called
according to His purpose," faith receives it, believes it, and enjoys
the comfort of it. The Word of God declares, and all His family
have an experimental knowledge of its truth, that "Many are the
afflictions of the righteous." Indeed, many parts of the Bible would
be useless, and numerous promises and assurances, altogether inapplicable unto them, were they not brought into circumstances to require
them j but, "All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness; that the man of God may be perfect, throughly
furnished unto all good works" (2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. See Psalm
xxxiv. j also Isaiah xlvi. 43; Psalm xxiii. 4 j and Psalm cxxxii. 7). And
as it is truly pleasant and unspeakably gratifying to the children of God
to walk in the light of His countenance themselves, so it is also
to witness the same in others. "Beloved" (said John) "I wish above
all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy
soul prospereth." "For I rejoiced greatly, when the brethren came
and testified of the truth that is in thee, even as thou walkest in
the truth. I have no greater joy tban to hear that my children
walk in truth." "We are bound (said Paul) to thank God always
for you, brethren, as it is meet, because that your faith groweth
exceedingly" (2 Thess. i. 3). It is the mercy of the Ohurch that
. God's love never varies, alters, nor changes towards her. "God
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is love"; and, "He is in one mind, and who can turn Him 1 and
what His soul desireth, even that He doeth. For He performeth
the thing that is appointed for me" (Job XXlll. 13, 14). But still,
all the Lord's family find that the displays, or manifestations, of His
love vary greatly in their experience of it. If He, in His infinite
wisdom, does this in a sovereign way, it is to answer some gracious
end, by teaching them more of their entire dependence on Him;
and that, "Without Him we can do nothing "-that, "In Him we live,
and move, and have our being."
" Thy thoughts of peace to Israel's raoe
From everlasting flowed;
And when Thou hid'st Thy lovely face,
Thou still art Israel's God."
There are no seasons more profitable than when the children of God
are most sensible of this their entire dependence; when stripped of all
fancied resources in themselves, they are looking with a single eye to the
God of their salvation. This is a low path, but a safe one. The end
thereof is eternal life.
"Well, when they see His face,
Or sink amidst the flood;
Well, in affliction's thorny maze,
Or on the mount with God:
'Tis well when they can sing
As sinners bonght with blood;
And when they touch the mournful string,
And mourn an absent God."
There is no state or circumstance into which a child of God can be
brought, but suitable provision is made for the same. See that precious
promise in Isaiah, which has proved a support unto many, "Who is
among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of His
servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no light 1 let him trust
in the name of the Lord, and stay upon his God" (Isa, 1. 10).
But it must not be omitted to be noticed that there &re many interruptions to our free intercourse or communion with God, which arise
from the carnality of the human mind. The devil, also, envies the
happiness of the saints, and he ever tries to bring them down from their
high places. The flesh always lusts against the Spirit, as Paul says;
" For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) dwelIeth no good thing"
(Rom. v. 18). And the world, too, has a thousand snares to entangle their
feet; and sure I am that when any of these are indulged in, there is
then a suspension of all spiritual comfort and enjoyment. Neither is
there any liberty or freedom at a throne of grace; for the heaven that
is over their head becomes as brass, so that the soul is constrained to cry
out, "I am shut up, and cannot come forth" (Psalm lxxxviii. 8);
"I will run the way of Thy commandments, when Thou shalt enlarge
my heart" (Psalm cxix. 32).
But notwithstanding the many interruptions to the coming of the
child of God, there is none as to His safety, for the promise of God
can never fail. "But now t,hus saith the Lord that created thee,
o Jacob, and He that formed thee, 0 Israel, Fear not: for I have
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redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art Mine. When
thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the
rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the
fire, thou shalt not be burned j neither shall the flame kindle upon
thee. For I am the Lord thy God, the Holy Oue of Israel, thy Saviour.
. . . . Even everyone that is called by My name: for I have created him
for My glory, I have formed him j yea, I have made him" (Isa. xliii. 1-7).
"Hearken unto Me, 0 house of J acob, and all the remnant of the
house of Israel, which are borne by Me from the belly, which are carried
from the womb: and even to hoar hairs will I carry you, and will deliver
you" (Isa. xlvi. 3-4 j Psalms lxii. 8). N or is the path of the justified
bounded by time; for as it is a safe way, a sure way, a pleasant way,
a peaceable way, so also iR the termination thereof truly glorious.
"For eye hath not seen, nor ear heard j neither have entered into the
heart of man to conceive the things which God hath prepared for
them that love Him." "Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it
doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when He
shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is
(1 John iii. 2). "They shall (said Jesus) walk with Me in white: f?r
they are worthy. He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed III
white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life,
but I will confess his name before My Father, and before His angels"
(Rev. iii. 4, 5 j vii. 9-17).
It has been attempted to be shown, that there is no walking with
God, but as we are in life·union with Jesus; that He is, by His Spirit,
the life of His people; that in Him they live and move and have their
being; being reconciled to God in the experimental knowledge of His
Son, they walk with Him in faith and love, realizing their oneness in
Him, and so they pass safely and securely through all the storms and
troubles of a time-state (whilst walking by faith) into a life of sense
in glory above, where they shall everlastingly partake of that glory
which their great Head and Surety possessed with the Father, and the
Holy GhoGt, before the world was. "Father" (said Jesus), "I will that
they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am; that
they may behold My glory, which Thou hast given Me" (John xvii. 24).
And thus are all the election of grace, after being brought by a
sovereign, free-grace act, both in redemption and regeneration, to walk
in Christ, who is emphatically "the Way, the Truth, and the Life."
And finally they shall be put into possession of all-yea, infinitely more
than all !-they "desired or wished below," for they shall be like Him,
and shall see Him as He is.-Extract from a Treatise upon Walking with
God, by Samuel Coode, 1825.
WHEN Paul was a Pharisee, he thought he was blameless j when he
was a Christian, the chief of sinners: before, anything but Christ;
now, none but Christ.
FAITH, Hope, and Charity are brought in singing as it were a catch,
and taking the word from one another. Faith sings, "Everlasting
treasures are laid up in heaven." Hope follows, singing, "They are laid
up for me" j and Love concludes, "I will run after them."-Dr. Featley.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. THOMAS G. STRONG.
VICAR OF WILLINGTON, DERBYSHIRE.
WE give the portrait this month of one who has been raised up amongst
many others in the Ohurch of England to preach the distinctive doctrines
of divine grace. He was early called out from the world, being only
fifteen years of age when the great change was wrought in his heart
by the irresistible power of the Spirit of God. He says of this great
and all-important point in his life, "Being surrounded by godly "home
influences from early life, I was guarded from mU9h of the evil with·
out, but at fifteen years of age I lost a beloved father. It was when
standing by his open grave that God first began to work upon my
heart. I began then and there to see how unprepared I was for the
great future lying beyond the grave, and commenced to long to know
the way to liberty and peace. After many months of darkness and
distress under the burden of conscious guilt, I was led by one passage
of God's gracious Word into the light. The choice word which brought
deliverance was the clear witness of John the Baptist to our Lord's
great mission, 'Behold the Lamb of God, who taketh away the sin
of the world.' Then, like Ohristian in the sacred allegory, I felt the
burden roll off into the sepulchre of death, never again to have a
resurrection."
From that time the earnest desire was awakened in the heart to tell
other weary ones God's way of peace. As opportunity occurred, for
many years he spoke to those around him of the loving Master who
was now to him his "All·in·all." In the order of God's providence,
the way was ultimately opened up to enter the ministry of the Ohurch
of England, and, after a course of preparatory study at Highbury
Oollege of Divinity, he was ordained to the Ouracy of St. Stephen's,
Walworth Oommon.
He had the privilege of working with true men of God; first
at St. Stephen's, Walworth, and afterwards at Southwick, Brighton,
and at St. Silas', Bristol. In the last-mentioned parish he laboured
with our dear departed friend and brother, the Rev. W. SAUNDERS,
and was with him till his death, being in charge of that large parish
during the last long illness of Mr. SAUNDERS. St. Silas' parish adjoins,
as some of our readers may know, the parish of St. Luke's, Bedminster,
the place where our beloved brother and Editor, Dr. DOUDNEY, worked
with such signal blessing so many years. Mr. STRONG says: "I feel
I owe much to that three years' work at St. Silas', being surrounded
by many faithful men of God, such as Dr. DOUDNEY. the late Mr.
OHALLIS, and Mr. NOYES, and, above all, having the loving, fatherly
direction and example of such a true servant of Ohrist as the Rev. W.
SAUNDERS. The friendship of such men is like the odour of sweet
flowers, it lingers long into the afterwards of life."
In 1890 he was offered the living of Willington, Derbyshire, where
he has till the present time laboured, being surrounded by a devoted band
of earnest Ohristian workers, whose heart God has touched-a people
who have learned to value the great cardinal truths of God's grace,
which our dear brother counts it his privilege to preach.
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PASTORAL NOTES.
FORGIVENESS

OF INjURIES.

No duty is more strongly urged in the New Testament than the forgiveness of injuries, and yet, perhaps, no duty is more imperfectly
performed. If it were performed as it ought to be, even amongst
those who profess and call themselves Christians, how much less should
we hear of disputes and lawsuits, of unkind deeds, and of bitter words.
I have been surprised to find persons who have regularly attended a
Gospel ministry, in which such a plain, practical duty as this has been
strongly enforced, h.arbouring for years an unforgiving spirit j and to
find others, who did not enjoy the same advantage, but still knew
what their duty was, express even on their deathbeds, the bitterest
resentment against persons who had injured or displeased them, and a
determiuation not to forgive them. Would not Christianity, humanly
speaking, have far greater influence if this duty were performed as it
ought to be 7 and does not the non-fulfilment of it stand sometimes in
the way of the knowledge or realization of divine forgiveness 7
It is stated that near the end of the seventeenth century, a Turkish
grandee in Hungary made a Christian nobleman his prisoner, and
treated him with the utmost barbarity. The slave-for such he waswas yoked with an ox, and compelled to drag the plough. But times
changed, and the Turkish grandee fell into the hands of the Hungarians, who said to their previously enslaved fellow-countryman, when
he had been restored to his position and power, "Now take your
revenge upon your enemy." This was in accordance with the custom
of the age j and the Turk, supposing, as a matter of course that he
would be tortured to death, resolved to anticipate his fate, and so he
secretly swallowed poison. But, after he had done so, to his utter
surprise, a messenger came from the Ohristian nobleman, telling him
that he might return to his home in peace, for he had nothing to
fear. The Moslem was so impressed with this forgiving spirit, that
he proclaimed with his dying breath, "I will not die a Moslem j but
I die a Christian: for there is no religion but that of Christ which
teaches forgiveness of injuries."
The teaching of Holy Scripture upon the subject is as plain as it
could possibly be. "If ye forgive men their trespasses, yuur heavenly
Father will also forgive you j but if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses." "How oft
shall my brother sin against me 7" asked the Apostle Peter, " and I forgive him 7 t.ill seven times 7" (The Jewish Talmud asserted that a man
might be forgiven three times, but not a fourth time j so that probably
the Apostle thought that he was going a great length when he suggested seven times.) But our Lord replied, "I say not unto thee,
until seven times, but until sevent.y times seven ,. j and then He related
the parable of the unforgiving servant, who although freely and fully
forgiven himself a tremendous debt of ten thousand talents, was unwilling to forgive his fellow-servant a paltry debt of a hundred pence j
and He added these all-important words, "So likewise shall My
heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your heart forgive not
everyone his brother their trespasses."
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One would have imagined that with. such plain teaching before them,
all Christian men and women would readily forgive, and search their
hearts from time to time to see that they did so freely and fully.
Some do, but some do not.
Various excuses are made for the non-performance of this duty.
"I am quite ready to forgive So-and-so," said a prominent member of
a Christian congregation to me one day, "as soon as he asks my pardon,
but not before." "Is that in accordance with the teaching of Holy
Scripture ~ " I asked. "Yes," he said, "it is"; and he referred me to
Luke xvii. 3, 4, where we are told that our Lord said, "Take heed to
yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he
repent, forgive him." I replied, "Supposing that he does not repent,
our Lord does not say that we are not to forgive him; whilst other
passages of Holy Scripture distinctly enjoin forgiveness without any
mention of repentance." But the objector held to his objection, or rather
to his excuse, and again expressed his determination not to forgive until
his condition was complied with.
"I bear no malice or hatred in my heart," is a common statement,
when there is evidently very little evidence of forgiveness. But would it
not be bett~r to ask, "How do I feel towards the person who has
done me that injury ~ do I feel as kindly towards him now as I did
before, or should I be as ready to do him a service, if I had an opportunity ~ " Of course there may naturally be a change of feeling towards
a person who injures us, and a difference in treatment; we may not
be able to feel that we can ever be exactly on the same familiar footing as we were before, and it may even be necessary to guard ourselves against the recurrence of the injury by keeping out of the other's
way; but still our feeling ought to be-no matter what the injury may
have been-one of full and free forgiveness, literally carrying out the
Apostolic injunction, "Be ye kind one to another, tender-heart.ed,
forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you."
Exceptions must be made with regard to offences against law and
order. For example, if a man rob or assault me, although I may
personally forgive him, it is my duty as a member of a community to
hand him over to justice; otherwise I should encourage him to rob
or assault others.
Sometimes it is said, "I cannot forgive such and such a person,
because he is clearly in the wrong, and if I forgave him, it would
seem as if I were in the wrong." Or, "If I were to forgive him,
after such an injury, I should be utterly looked down upon, and
regarded as a poor spiritless creature, worthy of nothing but contempt." What would it matter ~ Shall not we be in the wrong, if
we do not forgive ~ and what need we care about man's opinion, or
man's contempt, so long as we try to do the will of our Father in
heaven ~ How trifling, too, will our injuries, our causes of dispute,
and man's opinions about them appear in the light of eternity!
Visiting a farmer who was dying, I found that his chief thought
seemed to be centred upon an injury which he said that a neighbour
had done to him; ,he described it in an excited way to me, and then
added, "I shall never forgive him,-I shall never forgive him."
"Do you remember the Lord's Prayer?" I asked. "Yes," he s1l.id,

778

The Gospel Magadne.

"I do." "Then you remember the petition in that prayer, 'Forgive us our trespasses, AS WE FORGIVE them that trespass against
us.' If you will not forgive your neighbour, how can you expect that
God will forgive you 1" Poor man! he evidently felt the remark, and
he burst into tears. Whether he was brought to a change of mind
I cannot say, for when I called again he was unconscious, and in
that state he died.
It is related that when JOHN WESLEY was on a voyage with
General OGLETHORPE to Georgia, the General threatened revenge upon
an offending servant, saying, "I never forgive." WESLEY, hearing the
remark, said, "Then I hope, sir, that you never sin." The General
felt the force of the rebuke, and modified his action towards the
servant.
The Gospel brings before us two of the strongest motives which
can possibly be mentioned for the performance of this duty, namely, first,
our own need of forgiveness, and secondly, the fact that unless we
forgive we shall not be forgiven. To the unregenerate man, who
does not see his need of forgiveness, a full and heartfelt forgiveness
of injuries may be not only exceedingly difficult, but almost impossible. Revenge is sweet to the natural mind, and retaliation seems
justice. But, on the other hand, to the enlightened child of God, to one
whose eyes have been opened to see what sin really is, and to realize
the debt which he owes to an offended God; to one who by Divine
grace has been made to understand the wonders of redeeming love, that
by it his sin is all blotted out, and his debt all freely forgiven,-to
such an one forgiveness of his fellow-men ought to be an easy thing,
and it ought to be willingly, heartily, and fully granted. Forgiven
greatly, he may well greatly forgive, for what are others' trespasses
compared to his 1
Still, it is a duty which seems to require careful self-examination.
Do we really forgive as we wish to be forgiven 1 To some minds
there may be difficulty where there would not be to others, and some
cases may have peculiar circumstances connected with them which may
increase the difficulty; but nevertheless all-sufficient aid may be obtained by earnest prayer. If we find a difficulty in forgiving, we
ought to find no difficulty in praying; and if we pray with all our
hearts for those who injure us, we shall surely find that the difficulty
of forgiving them will first be lessened, and, if persevered in, finally
removed.
And is there not a sweet thought connected with this duty 1-namely,
if so much be required of us, that with all our infirmities, our sense
of injustice, and of right and wrong, our natural disinclination to
forgive, and our aptness to misunderstand one another and one
another's motives-if we are required to forgive our brother his trespasses seventy times seven, or in an unlimited degree, how much more,
if we forgive, will our loving Father in heaven, with His measureless love, His stores of mercy, and His unfailing pity, forgive us our
trespasses, whatever they may be, blotting them out of the book of
His remembrance, and casting them into the depths of the sea, that
if sought for they shall never be found.
Hastings.
D. A. DOUDNEY.
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"I THIRST."
•

A TRUE STORY.

THE following incident greatly strengthened the writer's faith, and
may, perhaps, help some other mission worker:In the district where I worked, a poor woman lay dying. It was
a low, depraved street, and my poor friend had once been one of its
most degraded inhabitants. Jesus had sought and found her, and
had washed away her sins in His blood. She had been brought up
by a pious mother, who, when she was on her death-bed, sent for
her drunken, dissipated child, and, laying hands of blessing on her
head, told her that God had heard her sorrowing mother's prayers,
and given her a soul which seemed hopelessly lost. "I shall see you
again," she cried, "when we stand together at the right hand of the
Lamb; the Saviour has told me, and I believe Him." This had passed
many years before I knew Mrs. DEAN, and now she, too, was face to
face with death, clothed in the righteousness of her Redeemer. Once,
an almost despairing penitent, and now "ransomed, healed, restored,
forgiven."
It is not my purpose here to relate how the Good Shepherd followed
His sheep which was lost, till He found it. He had laid it on His
shoulders rejoicing, many months before the following incident occurred.
Very soon after the repentance of this sinner woke the echoes of joy
in Paradise, Mrs. DEAN became very ill. Her sickness was unto
death." A cancer or tumour formed in her throat, but through months
of terrible suffering she was allowed to glorify God, and show to her
neighbours how real was the change in her life. She asked that an
infidel might be her nurse, praying that God might make her a blessing
to her before she died; which, I may here say, she was permitted to do.
In all her days and nights of agony she never complained. " No wonder
my house is leprous," she would say, ,c look how I have misused it."
But as she was nearing the end, when weakened by her long illness,
a time of anguish set in, which seemed more than her feeble frame
could endure. The cancer had filled up her throat, almost choking her,
and entirely preventing her from swallowing. The fever and thirst
from which she had suffered throughout her illness were greatly intensified. The difficulty of breathing rendered sleep impossible. No
relief could be given, as the doctor said if he moved the tumour she
must bleed to death, and he would not take the responsibility. There
was no human help possible. But she knew where to look for succour.
"Oh," she said to me, "won't you pray with me, that I may be delivered out of this misery 1" A wonderful sense of the near presence
of Jesus filled my heart. Standing beside the bed, I held the burning
hand, and spoke thus to our Master: "You know, dear Lord, when
Ym~ were dying, how terribly You suffered from thirst. For the sake
of that remembered anguish, will you not soothe the pangs of this Thy
child 1" What I prayed for was that death might come soon. Believing my request would be speedily granted, I sent for the Vicar of the
parish, and left Mrs. DEAN'S daughter, a girl of twelve, to stay with
her mother till he came.
Illness in my own family prevented my seeing Mrs. DEAN again till
l(
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late the following afternoon. I looked anxiously as I came near to see
if the blinds were drawn down. But, no; all looked the same as
usual. The little girl was standing in the doorway. I said to her, "I
suppose your dear mother is in heaven ~" "Oh, no, ma'am," she
said. "Such a strange thing happened just after you went away
yesterday. I had some sweets in my hand when you sent me up to
sit with mother. She asked me to give her one, as she thought it
might make her mouth less parched. I put it on her tongue, and,
about a minute afterwards, she said, 'Something has moved in my
throat.' Soon her breathing became less laboured; she sent me down
to make her a cup of tea, and when the Vicar came she was drinking
it." The doctor said it was an effort of nature. "No doubt, sir,"
said his patient, "our Lord uses means; but nature made no effort
till God gave her the command. I knew the Saviour was listening
when we asked Him, and reminded Him of the time when He said,
'I thirst.''' My friend lived for three weeks after the event I have
related: but the thirst which had so long tormented her was assuaged
for ever. It never troubled her again. "Surely He hath borne our
griefs, and carried our sorrows; the chastisement of our peace was upon
Him, and with His stripes we are healed."
M. J. B.
IN MEMORY OF A LOVED ONE SAFE AT HOME.
WE parted in the shadows of the
twilight,
Beneltth a sky" all dark, and cold,
and grey,
But we shall meet amid the radiant
glory
Of everlasting day.

We parted in a lowly cottage dwell.
ing,
Where I had wept in secret many
a day;
But we shall meet within a Royal
Palace,
Where tears are wiped away.

We parted in the sad and dreary
autumn,
'Mid withered blooms and leafage
brown and sere .
But we shall meet 'in God's eternal
spring-time,
When fadeless flowers appear.

We parted in our humbling mortal
weakness,
In bodies which had groaned beneath the rod;
But when we meet we shall be strong
and deathless,
E'en like the Son of God.

We parted when the forest choirs
were silent,
No song-bird warbled when we
said" G00d.bye" ;
But when we meet the bright-winged
angel-minstrels,
Will sing their hymns of joy.

We parted in our sinfulness and
vileness,
Which we with grief and horror
did endure;
But when we meet we shall be
" without blemish,"
E'en pure" as He is pure."

Thank God! the painful parting is behind us,
The holy, glad re-union is before;
We soon shall meet in. our dear Master's presence,
Shall meet-to part no more.
ISA.

IF Christ humbled Himself to honour our nature, we should humble
ourselves to honour His name.
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NOTES OF A SERMON BY THE LATE REV. T. WESTON.
" What new doctrine is this 7 "-MARK i. 27.
WHAT was it but salvation by grace 1 Nothing more or less of this
new doctrine was alluded to when John the Baptist said, "Behold
the Lamb of God." The scribes and Pharisees did not know it, and
they could not preach it. They were blind leaders of the blind; as it
was then, so it is now. John the Baptist alluded to it also when he said,
"He must increase, but I must decrease." But Jesus inaugurated it in
every spot His foot touched. It was no new doctrine, but the good
old doctrine, the good old path. ~ow many sit under a ministry of
salvation by works-a sermon begun with free grace and ended with
free will. Oh, you who love this good old doctrine, magnify salvation
by grace alone. It requires faith to believe it. And what kind of
faith 1 The faith of God's elect, the fruit of the Spirit, the gift of
God.
1. To believe this, "something new" must be given ere we can
embrace this new doctrine.
H. Something (must be given us, ere we can hold fast this new
doctrine.
HI. Something must be showed us, ere we can adorn in life and
conversation this new doctrine.
First. Something new must be given, ere man embraces this new
doctrine of salvation by grace. Great opponents to this blessed
doctrine have been brought to welcome it. What is it first must be
given 1 The new birth. Jesus says so: "Except a man be born again, he
cannot enter the kingdom of God." How plain this is. Before a man
can embrace this new doctrine, there must be a new baptism. Some
think this water baptism. But a man must have the baptism of the Holy
Ghost. He must have a new heart to love it and welcome it. And
what is a new heart 1 A broken and contrite heart. He must have
a new spirit, to understand this new doctrine-a child-like spirit.
"Except ye be converted and become as little children, ye cannot
enter into the kingdom of God." Men come with their carnal reasonings to find it out; but when the new spirit is given, how does he love
salvation by grace! A new life in Jesus Ohrist must be given, in
order to study this new doctrine. You may study all your life long, .
and never will attain it, unless this spiritual life is given; and as one
lives we grow in grace. It is a doctrine distilled from heaven; it
"drops as the rain, and distils as the dew." He must have a new
nature, in order to embrace this new doctrine, and that is, a new name.
And how is it displayed 1 In treading in the ways of Jesus. He
must have a new song, in order to praise God for this new doctrine.
And what is this song 1 As the PS'almist sings, " He brought me up also
out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock,
and established my goings. He hath put a new song in my mouth,
even praise unto our God." It is the song of Moses and the Lamb;
it is begun on earth, and will continue in the courts above. This Dew
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doctrine is a wonderful thing; will you not contend for it 1 Some are
so afraid, as it will offend: and so it will. The offence of the cross
is not ceased.
Secondly. There must be something else revealed ere a man can
hold fast the new doctrine. We are told, when any good thing was
given of God, to hold it fast. These are dangerous days; may God
keep us faithful to hold on to the end. What is this something else
that must be revealed ere we can hold fast 1
The new Covenant of grace: None can hold it fast until revealed,
as it was to David, when he exclaimed, "He hath made with me an
everlasting covenant, ordered in all things and sure; and this is all my
salvation, and all my desire." If this has been revealed, the man is
persuaded his name is written there, and he has a good hope through
grace.
A new Kingdom must be revealed. The Jews thought Ohrist's kingdom was to be an earthly one; but, in order to hold fast this new
doctrine, he 'must have a new kingdom revealed, not of meat and
drink, but righteousness and peace-a spiritual kingdom. He must
have a new name revealed to him, even the exclusive name of Jesus,
written in the heart, never to be effaced, to make this doctrine
precious. And is it not as ointment poured forth 1 Oh, the name of
Jesus crucified! The perfume of His offering is more than ever precious
to his soul to whom it is revealed.
A new Testament must be revealed ere he can hold fast. Even the
will of the Lord Jesus Ohrist, confirmed and administered, and his
interest in that will, that man knows it to be most profitable. "Godliness with contentment is great gain."
A new Commandment must be revealed, the fulfilling of which is love.
"If ye love Me, keep My commandments." If any here by grace
love Him, it is because He loved you first. Oh, how lovely and
precious is salvation by grace! Will you go back again to the
beggarly elements of the world 1 No; we will run the ways of His
commandments with enlarged hearts. You who love it will live and
die by it, contend for it, strive together for it, and, in these last
days, by lip and life adoJ'll this doctrine of salvation by grace.
Thirdly. There must be something shown him ere he can adorn
this new doctrine. Some talk of the doctrine, and hold it only in the
head; but you who have received it, let your lip and life prove you
have received it in an honest and good heart. He must be shown a
new way,' and I cannot illustrate it better than from the Acts of the
Apostles. Apollos was a man mighty in the Scriptures, but knowing
only the baptism of John. But he became far more mighty, because
he had been shown a better way (Acts xviii. 24-26)-had the baptism of
the Holy Ghost. What is the new way 1 The strait and narrow
way, and it is the way Jesus came to inaugurate. The way He trod
on Oalvary's cross and in Gethsemane's garden. All the way, I may
say, is sprinkled with drops of blood.
He must be shown a new Service. Paul, for example, thought he was doing
good service to his God in his old nature; but when on that memorable
day, going to Damascus, he was shown a new service; and again, as we
have in Romans, "That ye should serve in newness of life." He must
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be shown a new Yoke. Ah, how terrible that yoke by nature! But
when shown the new yoke of Jesus Christ, it becomes so easy, and
becomes glorious liberty. He must be shown some new thing. They
wanted it in the Acts; so now some new thing is wanted, some excitement; herein the getting up of these sensational meetings; but you
who embrace this new doctrine want something else. But what new
thing 1 The cross, the material cross 1 No; but the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ, when He uttered those memorable words, "It is finished."
Glory in this cross of Christ.
A new Creation must be revealed. He admires and loves it more
and more. This new doctrine is not dead, and must be revealed. It
may be hid for a time, but it will never perish, and shall ever shine
forth. We may see in some cottage (1 have), when all around is
darkness, this new doctrine of salvation by grace. God's things shall
never be lost. There is a blessed promise, "All thy children shall be
taught of the Lord, and great shall be their peace."
His mind is
serene and stable. Have any of you received this new doctrine 1 It
requires God only to give these three things. He must give something ere we can embrace it; He must reveal something ere we can
hold fast this new doctrine; and He must show us something ere we
can adorn it in our lip and life.
FAITH.
people's faith is what they have schooled themselves into
naturally by argument and process of natural reasoning, proving
things logically, so as to demonstrate the fitness .of things as they
would a problem. All that is natural, and with respect to natural
things I have no objection to the utmost extent of it; but it has no
more to do with religion than it has to creating a world; it has no
more to do with rellgion than to creating a soul anew. The faith I
want is that which is wrought in the heart by the Holy Spirit, through
the preached Word. The faith I want is that wrought in the heart
by a supernatural power, the grace of the Holy Spirit descending from
above, and taking possession of a soul for Jesus Christ to assert His
authority and His sovereignty therein. If faith does not purify the
heart, it is not worth having; if it does not make its possessor love
holiness, it will never give him a place in heaven; if it does not make
the possessor hate sin, it is not the faith of God's elect; if it does not
"work by love," it is a lazy faith, and good for nothing; if it does
not "purify the heart," God will never make that heart His habitation. It is faith's province to trust God; it is God's business to
deliver. It is faith's province to walk in the dark; it is God's business to guide it. It is faith's province to wage war with its thousand
foes, quite apart from how they are to be conquered; that is God's
business. It is faith's business to take God at His word; it is God's
business to honour faith.-Joseph l1'O'ns.

MANY

To be sure a man is proud of that which he scorns another for the
want of.
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BEING WITH CHRIST IN. THE DARK.

EXTRACTS FROM AN ADDRESS BY THE LATE REV. C. H. SPURGEON, AT
MILDMAY CONFERENCE, 1890.
IN sickness-Cl He Himself took our infirmities and bare our sicknesses."
Nothing is sweeter or more reviving than His fellow-feeling. One does
not know how sympathy works so effectively; but it does operate
marvellously. A little girl said to her mother, "Mother, poor widow
Brown asks me to come in every day and see her, she says that I
comfort her so. Mother, I don't know anything that I do to comfort
her. I would wipe all her tears away, if I could; but when she
sits and cries, I go and put my cheek against hers, and L cry too,
and she kisses me, and says that I comfort her." Just so; one poor
human being can cheer another by fellow-feeling: and how much more
can Jesus do it 1 Oh, to feel your Master's tears drop on your
cheek! When you are weeping, then you read that" Jesus wept."
"In every pang that rends the head,
The Man of Sorrows had a part."
I have already hinted at sympathy. Another instance. I will tell you
a story; it shall be none the worse because it is of myself, for we
are gathered here to bear and hear personal testimony. One Sunday
I preached a sermon from the text, "My God, my God, why hast
Thou forsaken Me ~ " What I then spoke was in the agony of my
heart, for I felt that I was myself for a while forsaken. Such was
the sorrowful dread of my spirit. I could not tell why I should be
made to feel in this way. I was not unwell. I could see no physical
cause. I had not wandered from God, and I could see no moral
cause. But after the sermon there came into the vestry a man of
about sixty, whose very hair seemed to stand on end, and his eyes
were bright with a strange lustre. He took my hand, and stood and
held it, and wept. I looked· at him, and I saw that I had before me
a man dazed, if not crazed. "Birds of a feather will flock together."
It struck me that he was a madman, and I was not much mistaken.
Then he said to me, "Nobody ever preached my experience before.
I have now been for years in a horrible gloom of great darkness, and
could not find God; but this morning I learned that I was not
the only man in the thick darkness, and I believe that I shall get
out." I answered, "Yes, that was the reason why I was put into the
dark that I might help you; and now that I know the reason, I am
already out of the prison." I had many interviews with that man.
I was enabled to pilot him back from the gulf of insanity, and, by
God's grace, to lead him into joy and peace, so that he could resume
his daily calling.

o LORD, who is a God like unto Thee, "Declaring the end from
the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet
done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all My pleasure" ~
(Isaiah xlvi. 10).
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HOW DOES THE SUPPOSED FALLING AWAY IN HEBREWS
VI. IMPLY THE SECURITY OF THE SAINTS 1
SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON PREACHED ON SUNDAY MORNING, NOV. 12TH,
AT Ell{MANUEL CHURCH, BRISTOL, BY THE REV. R. CORNALL, VICAR.

" A nd we desi1'e that everyone of you do show the same diligence to the
f,ull aSS11mnce of hope 1tnto the end."- HEBREWS vi. 11IN order that the full meaning of the text may be understood, it must
be explained along with the context, and especially along with the
first eight verses of this chapter.
It must be admitted that those verses are among the things hard to
be understood, and that they have given to many Christians great
anxiety about the possibility of being for ever lost. I can well
remember how in the early days of my Christian course I had to
ponder sadly over these words, as well as over similar words ill chapter x,
26·<.9. The explanations generally given of this passage are1. That even Christians may fall away from God and His grace in
such a manner as to make their recovery impossible. But such an
explanation is plainly inconsistent with the general teaching of Scripture, which is, that "of all that the Father has given Christ He will
lose nothing"; and that the sheep of Christ shall never perish, nor
anyone pluck them out of His hand.
No sin is unpardonable but the sin against the Holy Ghost, but that
sin is not here meant. All manner of sin, apart from that, is pardonable. The dreadful sin of falling away in David and Peter was
pardoned, and their recovery was secured most completely.
2. Others think the passage in question is a description of mere
professors of Christianity, whose heads are enlightened, with hearts
unchanged-who have merely tasted the good Word of God, &c.-who
have apparently started well in the right direction, but, like Pliable,
turn back. But to deny the possibility of repentance, faith, and salvation to such is contrary to other portions of God's Word.
I believe the right explanation of the passage is-that, in order to
induce the Hebrew Christians to leave elemeutary Gospel principles,
and to go on to perfection or completeness (n?EWr17ra), the Apostle merely
lays down a supposition. In effect, he says: "We Christian Hebrews
must not give our exclusive attention to the mere fundamentals of
theology, such as repentance, faith, baptism, imposition of hands, the
resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. We must go on much
higher. It would be ridiculous for a builder merely to lay the foundation of a house and then to leave the building unfinished. We must
not only lay the foundation, but go on with the whole superstructure
of theology, and build up ourselves also as a finished habitation for
God. And this we will do, if the Lord permit. But suppose now," he
continues, "you neglect to do this; are remiss in your obvious duty,
and fall away from your stedfastness, so that you are like ground
bearing thorns and thistles-what then 1 Why plainly this; it is
impossible for the work of grace which has been done in you should be
done over again. From the very nature of the case it is impossible
that Christ should be crucified again and put to an open shame to
3H
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atone for sin, for' by one offering He hath perfected for ever them that
are sanctified. It is impossible that the new birth should again take
place, for the life of the spirit is eternal, and when you were renewed
unto repentance you were born again, and never can be unborn. This
is as true in grace as in nature.
It is impossible for those once
redeemed, once renewed, once savingly enlightened, who have tasted
the heavenly life, made partakers of the Holy Ghost, tasted the good
Word of God, and the power of the world to come, that the whole
work of salvation should have to be done over again. Once done it is
done fo1' eVe?'! So now let me tell you finally, though I am supposing
such a thing as your falling away, and the necessity for the work of
God to be done over again, I am persuaded better things of you and
things that accompany salvation, though I thus speak."
Thus the whole case is one of supposition, intended to urge the
Hebrew Christians to press on in the heavenly race.
Hence in the text he' exhorts them to be diligent in the use of all
appointed means unto the full assurance of hope even to the end. The
end and the means must ever go together. (Eph. ii. 10.) ,
The whole passage, as I have explained it, instead of teaching the
possibility of saints falling away and being eternally lost, is a blessed
confirmation of the truth that they "shall never perish"; and this is
one of the strongest reasons why they should not be slothful, but
watchful and diligent, in order that they might enjoy the iull assurance
of hope even to the end.
=======
"WHO HATH KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD 1"
" Whom 1'esist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same aifiictions are
accomplished in y01£1' brethren that (lxe in the world."-l PETER v. 9.
SOME years ago, feeling deeply distressed in mind on account of my
dear wife becoming mentally deranged, and she having to be taken
away to the asylum, I thought one Sunday morning I would go to
listen to a free-grace preacher of the Gospel, to see if God, through
him, would comfort my poor distressed soul. Having arrived at the
place of worship, I was conducted to a pew in which sat one solitary
woman, and after the minister had gone through the service, he
mounted the pulpit, and offered up to God a most touching and comforting prayer, which led' me to say to myself, "Surely, this minister
must be in some deep affliction himself, or he never could have
pleaded with God in such a feeling manner." After this prayer the
woman with whom I sat, knowing that I was a stranger, and would
not know what affliction the minister was alluding to in his prayer,
whispered to me, "They have just taken away his wife to the asylum,
as she has become deranged in her mind." I said nothing to the
woman, but wondered with astonishment at the divine dealingfl of
God. Aiter this I listened attentively to his sermon, and was much
comforted thereby. When I reached home I felt compelled to write,
as well as I could, a sympathetic letter to this minister, to which he
feelingly replied, inviting me to come and see him, which I did, and I
have great occasion to be thankful to God for the interview I had with
. him. Truly God does work in a most mysterious way.
I.
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~rntt£dant ~tatnn.
THE HARVEST, AND THE DUTY OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD
IN TIMES OF NATIONAL DISTRESS.
(JEREMIAH V.

11, 12, 13,24,25.)

ISRAEL and ,T udah had been chosen out, and dealt with by God as no
other nation, in that to them was given "the knowledge of His laws."
They kept the truth for a time: while obedient they prospered; when
they erred, were warned; wheR heedless, were punished with four sore
judgments (Ezek. xiv. 21) ; when they aJ=ostatised, they were destroyed.
In the Bible, the dealings of God towards both these are given for us,
as examples of the fact of His rule and the method of His rule over
those who are favoured with "God's laws" as Israel and Judah had
been.
When the sun goeth down, the birds of the night and evil beasts
come forth. So when the light of God's truth ceases to shine, vices,
false doctrines, unholy literature, impurity, and debasing pictures
abound.
It is abundantly evident that England as a nation has forsaken God;
for example, the composition of our Parliament, owing to the abolition
of religious test. Since the days of the Apostles, there has been "a
remnant according to the election of grace" in these United Kingdoms.
The Reformation, the Oommonwealth, the Revolution, these were overruled by God for securing to us the Bible. The Bible, the sole rule of
faith (see Sixth Article), has ceased to be valued; this has been treated
with contempt, put out of national education at home, and never
admitted to national education in India.
""Vill God deal with us as with Israel and J udah 1 He has done
so. When we look back upon the time when our departure from
God a:J.d His truth began-in the endowment of Maynooth; the
admission of those to rule over us whose loyalty is to the Italian,
those who curse "Jesus of Nazareth," and infidels-we find God has,
as with Israel and J udll,b, sent us warnings by His servants among all
classes of men. But like them, we have "Mocked the messengers"
(2 Ohron. xxxvi. 15, 16). God has sent judgments, too. The Irish
Famine, Indian Mutiny, Orimean War, Disasters at the Oape.
Judgments are upon us in war, in strikes, and in all the distress that
radiates from them.
When Rehoboam "humbled himself before God," we read, "In J udah
things went well" (2 Ohron. xii. 12). In England, for some time
past, things have not gone well. A most sad example, among many
others, was when we borrowed from France £3,000,000 to save our
credit. "Thou shalt lend to many nations, and shalt not borrow"
(Deut. xv. 6). Instead of "fruitful fields," we are dependent on
foreigners for bread-a cause for lamentation, according to the Bible
(see Lam. v. 6). God's judgments have been, and are upon us.
What shall the future be 1
We own-or rather, God's people own-that the heavier judgments
have not as yet fallen,
Is fatherly chastisement to be disregarded
3H2
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because judgment has been mingled with mercy ~ Have we heard
" the rod, and Who hath appointed it" ~ On the contrary, the nation's
disposition is as the text, "They have belied the Lord, and said, It is not
He; neither shall evil come upon us." For a special test 01' ba1'ometer
of God's favour or displeasure, the Bible leads to the harvest field.
1. As to God's jaV01/,1', see Deut. viii. 8, 9; xxxii. 14; Psalm lxxxi. 16;
Acts xiv. 17; a few from many similar passages. When it was
well in the harvest, it is added, "Then thou shalt bless the Lord thy
God" (Deut. viii. 10).
H. As to God's displeasure, see Lev. xxvi. 18, 19, 21, 26; 1 Kings
viii. 35; Ezek. xiv. 13; Psalm cvii. 34; J oel i. 10, 11 j Haggai ii. 16.
When it was ill in the harvest, it is added, then "Thou shalt h~~rnble
thyself and pray" (1 Kings viii.)
But why has God chosen the harvest as the special test of His
favour or displeasure ~
First. Because it is so easily seen, so easily applied.
Secondly. Because bread is the one indespensable necessity of man.
Hurt manufactures, men can manage without them. Hurt agriculture,
they die.
How have the facts of harvests been regarded ~ See the answer,
Amos iv. 4-7. The substance is, "Your places of worship and' many
altars' but multiply transgression. Your thanksgivings are with
hypocrisy, your offerings only to please yourselves. 'I have given you
cleanness of teeth, yet have ye not returned unto Me, saith the Lord.'''
Some twenty-five years ago a newly-organized body in the Established
Church, following the gradual advance recommended by Dr. PUSEY,
found they had gained ground enough among the deceived to call
out for "harvest festivals"; then for" floral decorations," in imitation
of priests of Jupiter (Acts xiv. 13). These things were reproved by
"true worshippers" (John iv. 24); they were suspected by very
many; excused by the "neither cold nor hot "-the most despicable
of all in the eye of God.
These festivals, &c., became very general. Hm'vests began to hint
God's displeasure. The more common the festivals, the more inferior
the harvest. Now that harvest thanksgivings have become almost
universal, the harvest has become as Haggai ii. 16, "When one came
to a heap of twenty measures, there were but ten." Evidently such
thanksgivings have brought no blessing. God has not smiled upon
that sort of worship. The harvests indicate His displeasure. God
reminds us in this way of our sins, and calls for repentant humiliation (see Isaiah xxii. 12, 13). Harvest festivals under our circumstances
are an offence, Isaiah i. 11-16: "Who hath required this at your hand ~ "
" vain oblations"; "an abomination unto Me" ; "your appointed feasts
My soul hateth"; "a trouble"; "I am weary to bear them J' ;
"when ye spread forth your hands," and" make many prayers, I wi11
not hear." "When God's hand is lifted up," thanksgiving without
humiliation is out of place. It implies defiance of His rod; denial of
His rule; despising of His correction. "In vain have I smitten your
children; they received no correction" (Jer. ii. 30; Zeph. iii. 2).
"The people of God," the people of our Seventeenth Article, the blessed
company of all believers by grace in Jesus Christ-these are not

The Gospel Magazine.

789

thankless for what God has spared, but they hear His voice in the
bad harvests He has inflicted upon our nation.
What is your duty, people of God 1 To acknowledge God in all our
troubles.
"The Lord's voice crieth unto the city, and the man of
wisdom, [" the taught of God" (Isaiah liv. 13)], shall see Thy name"
(Micah vi. 9).
Of course men of this world will deny God in these things, and
say, as our text, "It is not He." "When His hand is lifted up,
they will not see"; and awful for them is the sentence, "But they
shall see, and be ashamed."
(1.) Do not you be ashamed to confess God, and to assert before all
men that you are" afraid of His juagments" (Psalm cxix. 120), and
beg them, as Jeremiah vi. 8: "Be thou instructed, 0 fellow-man,
lest the Lord depart from thee."
.
(2.) Protest against all thanksgivings unaccompanied with confession
and humiliation on account of national sins. Beg of your ministers
to obey the command, Joel i. 13, 14 j if they will not, do you obey
yourselves (verse 19), c, 0 Lord, to Thee will I cry."
(3.) Humble yourselves for your own sins-for too much love of
this world-for neglect of the solemn, blessed errand on which God
sends you into the world-to be "salt," "lights," "labourers."
Try to do good. (Here appeal was made for the hospital.)
(4.) Pray for our beloved country, that it may please God to turn
our hearts back again to the good, the old way; that our candlestick of
truth may not be removed, and that God may still give us His
blessing.
(REV.) J. R. COTTER.
THE PROTESTANT V,AN MOVEMENT.
WE notice with great pleasure and interest that the Protestant Van
movement is on the increase. Mr. E. W. GARLAND, J.P. for Harwich,
has, I believe, completely equipped two vans, at a cost of £400, and
presented them to the Church Association, to be worked in Essex,
Suffolk, Norfolk, and Lincolnshire. Then we recently had the Bishop
HOOKER Van inaugural meeting at Gloucester.
Noble help is also
proffered from Sheffield, and a movement is on foot to perpetuate the
Protestant work of the late Mr. THOMAS SMELT for Lancashire. These
are all very encouraging facts, and we need them, for, alas! what do we
read in a contemporary 1 " We hear that the Roman Catholics have
determined to copy our movement, and send vans with Popish literature
all over the country. They have observed the enormous power which
our vans are likely to obtain! " This reminds me of a remark of a
dear friend who was giving away tracts in L-- Park. She was repassing the seat where a few moments before she had handed one to a
lady sitting there. Alas! the tract was on the ground, torn to pieces.
What did our dear friend do 1 Did she sit down and fold her hands in
discouragement 1 " Satan is very busy," she thought within herself,
" but I'll be busier still," and with renewed energy she recommenced
giving her tra.cts away. Let us Protestants take the lesson home. The
Ritualists and Romanists are very busy, but let us be busier still.
Magna est veritas, et pl'a3valebit!
R.
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THE FLORAL RACE.
I HAVE never been to the far-famed boat-race in my life, but I am
told that when the winners pass the point there is heard the universal
exclamation, "Oxford has it !" or, "Cambridge has it!" as the case
may be. Well, now, in the floral race between churches and chapels,
read the following, and the exclamation must go up, "Yes, the chap~ls
have it! the chapels have it!" for this is beyond everything. The
fVeekly Hemlcl informs us as follows, with regard to Lower Edmonton
Independent Church harvest festival services:The remarkable tide of success which has been characteristic of the
work at this church, which a year or two ago was at so low an ebb,
seems to flow higher and higher. In a pamphlet issued to the inhabitants
of the district the harvest festival was described as about to be " the
most l'emarkable ever held in Edmonton," and the Pastor has certainly
justified his claim to the words used. The series of services commenced
on Thursday evening, September 28th, as briefly announced in our last
issue. On entering the cburch, one was at once struck with the profuseness of decoration. All kinds of fruit, flowers, and cereals, had been
contributed with lavish generosity. The great centre of decorative skill
was the new platform (which appears to give the Pastor of the church a
freedom which was painfully needed in the now disused pulpit, besides
almost remedying the acoustic defects of the building), and the pulpit
itself. Wreaths of ivy, interlined with dahlias, roses, and late petunias,
covered the woodwork of the new structure; whilst columns of wheat and
oats on either side gave a pleasing effect to the whole. An effective red
drapery completed what appeared from the front to be a mass of flowers
and fruit. The pUlpit was equally effective. The Corinthian brasses
supporting the incandescent lights were covered with wreaths of corn and
flowers, whilst bunches of grapes depended in lichness and profusion from
all parts of the brass and woodwork. Below, a graceful blending of large
geranium bloom threw the whole piece into full effect. On the left, piled
from the floor to almost the top of the organ recess, was a mass of
vegatables of all descriptions, from a pumpkin of eighteen inches diameter,
to elegantly arranged baskets of pears, apples, oranges, and grapes. On
each window sill an immense loaf rested, surrounded again by wreaths
and flowers. The musical p@rtion of the services both on Thursday and
Sunday were most tastefully rendered by the choir, under the direction
of Mr. E. BEAVEN. On Thursday evening, notwithstanding the weather,
the church was full; the Pastor preached from Prov. xiii. 23. On Sunday
morning a.nd evening the largest congregations gathered that have been
known since the church was built. At the evening service, after every
available in'Ch of space had been utilised in aisles, gallery, and corridors,
to the accommodation of about 1,000 people, large numbers had to turn
reluctantly away, probably to wait and secure an early opportunity for
admission to the Town HalL
As a finale to the festival, an entertainment (following the sale of the
harvest gifts) was given in the schoolroom on Monday evening, there being
a good attendance of members of the Church. The building was decorated
with taste. The windows were draped with art muslin, and the wall
adorned with greenery and flowers. The company sat in ti3te a tete form,
and everything conduced to pleasure.
.
Reader, after this had not the Chn1'ch better hang down her head,
and retire ignominiously from this floral mce of childish folly and
foolishness 1 [See article on "Harvest Decorations," GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
page 474.]
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THE TRINKETS OF ROME.
WE must confess to be perfect.ly bewildered with the movements and
teaching of high dignitaries in the Church of England. It is all most
mysterious. With" the Lincoln judgment" still ringing in our ears,
when certainly Bishop KING was admired rather than admonished for
handling the "trinkets of Rome," we now read in the Standard of
November 1st as follows ; The Archbishop of Canterbury yesterday concluded his quadrennial
visitation, his charge being delivered in Ashford parish church. He said
the quality of devotion was what mattered-that it should be a manly,
womanly life, not hysterical nor finical, but bearing fruit in noble character.
What a moment was that to be fingering the trinkets of Rome! the very
moment when Rome was denying the authority of the Church of this
country with an audacity never used before. Large.minded men might
be amused, but surely not without indignation, at being assured that
one thousand two hundred Roman Catholic bishops had refused to admit
the validity of English orders j as if that contained some argument, as if
they did not know what the position of those good men was j at being
a9sured that a pallium not being received in England from Rome WitS a
proof that the continuity of the British and English Church was broken;
at being assured that England has been just dedicated as "Mary's
Dowry," and placed under the patronage of St. Peter. Was this a time
to be introducing among their simple ones the devotional life of that
body ? Was ita time to run down masculine sense, the unsurpassed
knowledge, and the keen historic insight of our Reformers? It was not
without compassion that they saw young men or old enjoying and appropriating symbols of reactionary functions.
No, indeed, this is not a time, nor ever was it a time when
members of the Church of England should be handling "the t1'inkets of
Rorne." They have, 'however, done so to a very large extent, and now
profess to be astonished and indignant at a further advance on the
part of Rome.
G. C.
"THE CHRIST OF GOD."
(LUKE

ix. 20.)

"I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with Thy likeness."-PSALM xvii. 15.

CHRIST of God, whose name I love;
Christ who saved my soul from
hell:
Mercy's gift from heaven above,
Let me still Thy praises tell;
And with all thy saints proclaim
Blessings on Thy peerless name.

Lost in guilt, in bonds I lay;
Thou didst mark my hapless
case;
Thou didst wash my guilt away;
Burst my fetters, took my place:
Now in robes of light I shine,
Clothed in righteousness divine!

Keep me by: Thy boundless grace,
Till before the throne I standTill I see Thee face to face,
Safe in Canaan's happy land:
Then my raptured soul shall be
Satisfied, dear Lord, with Thee.
ScaTborough.

W. S. ROBINSON.
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RECOLLECTIONS OF THE LATE JAMES WELLS,
MINISTER OF THE SURREY TABERNACLE, WALWORTH.
A HUNGRY man is not particular at what house he gets bread to eat,
as long as he gets it. So I found it in younger days spiritually. I
hungered for the bread of life, and it mattered little to me whether
it was church or chapel, as long as I got it. True, I had been eating
of the workhouse bread of free. will , but divine teaching made me
loathe this stuff, and I could only find my soul satisfied with the pure
wheaten bread of the truth of God. Under these circumstances, as
my lot was then cast in London, and while, on the Sabbath, Grove
Chapel, Camberwell, was my home, on the week evenings I was found
wending my way to church or chapel, wherever a man of sound truth
was advertised to preach. Thus when dear ALFRED HEWLETT paid
his accustomed visit to the Metropolis, I would follow him from church
to church, and many a satisfying meal did I get through his faithful
preaching of the Word. Then, again, dear GEORGE DOUDNEY, who
was wont to preach in a church up a court out of Lombard Street.
Oh, it was a treat to hear that dear man of God bring out of the
Word things new and old! Especially do I remember one evening,
when he preached from that passage in the Psalms, "All my springs
are in Thee." Dear WEST, of Winchelsea, was also a great favourite,
and his monthly service at a church in SpiceI' Street, Whitechapel,
was anxiously looked for. One evening, I remember, I was completely
broken down and melted to tears as that dear man of God's voice
ran~ through the church as he exclaimed, "Who shall lay anything to
the charge of God's elect 1" adding, in his piercing voice, the inquiry,
"Who are they, Lord 1" and responding, in the language of the passage,
" Who cry day and night unto Me." With tears streaming down my
cheeks, I inwardly exclaimed, "That's me, Lord,. that's me! Thou
knowest I am crying day and night unto Thee. I must be-1 amone of Thine elect." And I do not think, from that day to this, I have
doubted my election of God.
Well, at other times, I would wend my way to Alie Street Chapel,
where I was privileged to drink in the truths that fell from the heart
and lips of that deeply-taught man of God, the late Mr. TAYLOR, of
M:tnchester, and many other servants of the Lord, who monthly
supplied the pulpit of that place. Also I was often found in old
Jewry Street Chapel, Aldgate, the site of which has long since been
occupied by lofty warehouses. Here it was I heard dear Mr. GRACE,
of Brighton, Mr. SILVER, and many others of the like precious faith
of God's elect. But to come to our point, many week evenings found
me in the old Surrey Tabernacle; and also at a chapel in a street out
of Holborn, have I been spellbound in listening to the gracious and
unctuous sermons of the late JAMES WELLS. It was my privilege also,
when a young man, to be once thrown into his company. My friends
at that time knew one of Mr. WELLS' deacons, and through him Mr.
WELLS was invited to their house, to meet another minister who was
an out-and-out free-willer. I fear my friends did not know much
about the distinction between free will and free grace. However,
when I joined them, it was evident that there had been a sharp dis-
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cussion between these two ministers of opposite views, for after I had
taken my seat, the free-willer said, very emphatically, "Well, I sum
up my religion in those words of the Apostle, 'Work out your own
salvation, with fear and trembling,'" and, looking round upon the
company, he seemed to imply by his countenance, "Now then, I've
gained the victory." But dear Mr. WELLS very mildly responded,
"And this, too, is my religion, with that which is added by the
Holy Ghost, 'For it is God that ~{)orketh in you -to will and to do of
His own good pleasure.''' In a moment, I saw it all. "God that
worketh in YOlk." Yes, yes, it is so. It is your own salvation, for He
gave it you, and He will give His power to enable you to testify
outwardly what He has worked inwardly, all, too, of His own good
pleasure.
And now, beloved, let me say, I have been led uuto these recollections of the late JAMES WELLS through receiving from a correspondent
some notes of a sermon preached by that valiant man of truth, with
the hope that they may find a corner in our family Magazine. Most
gladly, too, I subjoin them, feeling assured that they will be received
and read with profit and joy :A FEW NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE JAl\fES WELLS,
IN THE OLD SURREY TABERNACLE, MAY 1ST, 1853.
" Though I wctlk in the midst of t1'ouble, Thmt wilt 1'evive me: Thou shalt
stretch fwth Thine hand against the wrath of mine enemies, and Thy right
hand shall save me."-PsALM cxxxviii. 7.

THE Psalmist was evidently here referring to past experience, and
drawing comfort therefrom. Happy the man who can do so in these
our days.
There is no revelation like that we have by His blessed Word. How
many times have I realized comfort, when in darkness, from past
experience.
I. The path in which he walked.
11. The confidence he had in the Lord.
First. It is said that, "Man is born to trouble as the sparks fly
upwards." The trouble we are in by sin is indescribable; and, apart
from the Saviour, everlasting, The Saviour entered into all the sorrows
of sin, and into the demerits of it; and unless we are brought in some
measure to feel the solemnity of these things, we shall not much prize
Calvary's cross. Let a man be brought into the hidden paths of the
Gospel, how will such prize redeeming grace. Satan will never oppose
a deluded soul.
There is such a difference between the Pharisee and the real child of
God. It is really wonderflll how soul-trouble endears the Saviour and
His blessed truth. Our temporal difficulties are amazingly augmented by
the infirmities of the flesh. Look at Job as an illustration of this. It
is a wonderful thing to have a heart to pray, a promise to lean upon,
and a God to look to.
Secondly. The confidence, "Thou wilt revive me." There is a set
It referred primarily to the resurrection of the Saviour.
time.
There is no uncertainty about it. The Apostle said, "Now is Christ
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risen from the dead." And just as sure as Jesus rose from the dead,
so also shall we, and sit together with him to a never-ending
What if all our sins were set in array against us ~ They
eternity.
would avail nothing in the face of the resurrection of the Saviour.
If we have ever been refreshed in hearing the Word, we are no strangers
to vital godliness. We cannot revive ourselves, but the gentle refresh.
ings of His holy Word can, and do, revive us. The testimony of a child
of God three thousand years ago, is the experience of a child of God now.
So true is it that, " All thy children shall be taught of the Lord." "Thou
wilt stretch forth Thine hand."
He did to Paul, and many others.
" Thy right hand shall save me." This was the language of the Lord
Jesus Christ.
It was the hand of Almighty power-the hand of
justification-the hand of supply-the hand of direction.
" Thou
openest Thine hand, and satisfiest the desire of every living thing."
There is a threefold reason why a sinner should be saved : 1. The Lord perfecteth for ever all them that are sanctified.
2. He will raise our bodies at the last great day.
3. He will perfectly satisfy us in another world.
" Thy mercy endureth for ever and ever." How few of our fellowmortals would/show us any mercy at all; and yet, notwithstanding our
sins, " His mercy endureth for ever." Of all the creations of the living
God, the forming the soul for eternal glory is the most wonderful.
PEACE, PERFECT PEACE.
"And thepeace of God, which passeth all understanding."-PHILIPPIANS iv. 7.
LOOKING around at the wide-spread desolation, the general confusion,
animosity, and bitterness that prevails in almost every class and every
community, the utter disregard of things holy and sacred, the coldness
and indifference even among God's professing people, and the state of
doubt and uncertainty in which many (whom we hope are alive from
the dead) are living, consequent from the influence of false teachers,
preachers, &c., one is ready to ask, Is there such a thing as true
peace ~ and where is it to be found ~ Yes, the peace of God remains
the same, notwithstanding all these commotions, and we would echo
and re-echo that precious couplet"Peace, perfect peace, in this dark world of sin,
The blood of Jesus whispers peace within."
May God the Holy Ghost instruct, lead, and guide us more and
more into an experimental knowledge of this perfect peace. The
first word that comes to one's mind is that recorded in Colossians
i. 20; speaking of the dear Redeemer, the Apostle says emphatically,
"And having made peace through the blood of His cross." Then
the peace of God is a peace made or procured by Christ, and that
through His- blood-shedding, His sufferings, and death on the cross.
And oh! when we contemplate what it cost the dear Saviour to
procure this peace-the conflict He endured when He fought with
sin and death and hell, when He sunk beneath the heavy load of all
His people's sin and guilt-the cruel mockery and exquisite bodily
suffering-the darkness, gloom, and desertion He experienced, even
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to the hiding of His Father's face, when He cried, "My God, My
God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ~" what a battle! What a war!
" What He endured no tongue can tell;
None but God alone
'
Can know how dear the victory cost,
How hardly it was won,"
For "He was wounded [margin, "tormented"J for our transgressions,
He was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was
upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed." Who can meditate
upon Him at Calvary and in Gethsemane, without feeling in some
measure the awful nature of sin, and the curse and wrath attending
it ~ And this not His own, but your sin and my sin, believer. This
is the way sin was put away, the curse removed, and peace made.
What can those professors mean, who ask poor people if they have
made their peace with God ~ Surely they can never have known
anything of the sinfulness of sin. No less a Person than God's dear
Son Jesus Christ could make peace with God. And, blessed be His
name, He has made peace, perfect peace, and that eternally, once
and for ever, and "there remaineth now no more sacrifice for sin."
What an inestimable blessing, procured at such a mighty cost!
But to bring the matter a little closer home-for I like home work,
heart work, experimental realities-there is another word recorded
by the same Apostle, to the Romans, " We have peace with God,
through our Lord Jesus Christ." Once we were strangers, at
enmity in our minds by sin and wicked works; living in sin,
maintaining a perpetual war, and keeping up hostilities against
Christ and the way of truth and salvation; either in open
rebellion, or, what is worse, in a false profession, with only a name
to live while dead, the name of Christ upon our lips, but ignorant
of Him in reality. But God, in mercy, opened our blind eyes,
unstopped our deaf ears, and gave us a feeling heart. The Holy
Spirit of God by His light and life quickened our dead souls,
convinced us of our sinnership, our need of Christ, opened up to us
the hidden evils of our heart and nature, and showed us where we
were standing, what our attitude towards Christ and His Gospel
was; and we were made sensible that our state was one of ruin,
wretchedness, and misery. Under a sight and sense of these things,
the cry arose from our very hearts, '" God be merciful to me a sinner! '
, Lord, save me, or I perish!' Oh, can there be hope for me 1 Is there
any way of escape from the wrath to come ~ "
The depth of the Holy Spirit's teaching may vary; He acts as a
Sovereign in this matter; but He brings all to this point sooner or
later-utter ruin, total helplessness, lost for ever but for God's free
mercy, grace, and love. Oh! how the soul longs for peace, and rest
now, but knows not where nor how to obtain it.
Well do I remember, many years ago, when this work was taking
place in my own soul, going to church, and they sang that hymn" Arb thou weary, art thou languid,
Art thou sore distressed P
'Come to Me,' saith One, "and coming,
Be a.t rest!'"
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I was indeed the weary one, the distressed one, [and I felt the
language of the hymn was pointing personally to me. But this coming
to Christ I did not understand then. I went away as I came, without
rest or peace. But the blessed Spirit does not leave our souls in this
state, but leads us on, for it is His work from first to last. He leads
the soul to Calvary, where this peace was procured, to Christ for pardon,
to the cross for peace. Faith is communicated as a free gift from God,
and our distressed souls look to Christ's finished work: We embrace
the Rock for the want of a shelter; we see by faith, and believe that
Christ has conquered all for us-that He, the Mediator, has made peace
with God. As BONAR says"Then, in believing, peace I found;
We have peace with God."
We can look up to God and say, Abba, Father; through what Christ
our Elder Brother has done, peace flows into the, heart, and the soul
finds Test in Christ. And this precious peace, made by Christ and
realized in the heart, is a solid, stable peace, firm as J ehovah's throne;
and we may say, confidently"The peace which Jesus' blood secures,
And fixes in the heart,
To all eternity endures,
Nor finally departs."
'Dear Little-faith, do not misunderstand what has been said, but strive
to cling to that last line, "Nor finally departs." And there is another
precious word I must quote, in Isaiah xxvi "Thou wilt keep him in
perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee, because he trusteth in
Thee." Oh, how I long to know more of this stayedness of mind on
the Lord, this perfect peace, this calm, peaceful trust. For the truth
of a perfect peace is one thing, but the enjoyment and realization of
it is quite another. How often is it otherwise with me, and I feel
like one removed far off from peace-the least thing setting the mind
all in confusion and dismay. Yet a word, a whisper, a promise, coming
with the dew and unction of the Spirit, sets all right; then I say, "I will
trust and not be afraid, for the Lord J ehovah is my strength and song."
Daily worries and cares, tossing waves and storms, with many trials,
afflictions, bereavements, losses, crosses, and exercises, have been, and
will be, our portion while here below. But the realization of this peace
from time to time here, is a sure pledge and earnest of uninterrupted,
perpetual, and eternal peace, in that house of glory to which we are
fast hastening"Where not a wave of trouble rolls
Across the peaceful breast."
May we e~joy more of it while we journey here, live in peace and
affection one with another, and have to say when time with us closes,
"Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright, for the end of that
man is peace."
J ABEZ.
ARE not they miserable who, if they had their wish, could not be
happy 1
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NOTES BY THE WAY.
BY THE LATE EDITOR.

AN elderly minister stepped into the tram yesterday, and, taking his
seat by my side, said, "Why, I was told that you had had a
seizure whilst upon the pier, and that you were buried last Monday."
"No," was my reply; "it was not me, but a neighbour to whom you
refer." The reader may well imagine that the remark kindled many
reflections. "What, had it been as was supposed 1 Where should I
be 1 Ah, well, I trust that there was a well-grounded hope that I
should be for ever with the Lord! All the trials and temptations,
sufferings and sorrows, of this poor world for ever at an end.
The Jordan past! The home reached! The celestial society of the
redeemed and glorified gained, and the eternal song of, 'To Him
that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood,'
begun, never to be interrupted, nllver to end."
.
It was a grateful reflection, and held out a hopeful prospect indeed,
the more especially as it was coupled with such a sense of the solemn
surroundings of the present times, and the stirring events of everyday life. Further, I had often met the clerical neighbour, for whom
I had been substituted. He had been a man of high standing in his
profession, but had for some time been laid aside, in consequence
of a seizure. His great diversion was fishing off the neighbouring
pier, whllre most days he was to be found. His sight had been
impaired, so that reading was difficult. I think that his previous
seizure had somewhat affected his speech. At any rate, with my
defective hearing, an occasional passing intercourse was so interrupted,
that I could never get at his real state of mind. He was so active
upon his feet, although seventy-one years of age, that I often envied
him his briskness in this respect. When I heard, however, of his
sudden seizure, whilst engaged in his favourite pursuit, I felt the
mercy of being spared such a visitation. I called at once, upon
hearing what had occurred, but was told he was then passing away.
I cannot express, dear reader, what I felt when I saw the funeral
pass the house, and thought of the times and seasons in which I had
met and talked with the now occupant of that glazed hearse, with its
trappings and its numerous wreaths.
Moreover, just before meeting in the tram-car the elderly minister
of whom I have spoken, my attention was drawn to another funeral.
The deceased (as I was afterwards informed) was but of middle-age, a
most amiable and attractive person, and was now, within forty-eight
hours of her death, about to be conveyed to her last resting-place, as
far as the poor lifeless body was concerned, Shortly after the dear
friend who had named these facts had left the house, another friend
called. He had taken deep interest in an occasional aged visitor to
this watering-place. She was about to return to her home near
London, after spending a month here. Upon the eve of her going
. away, my friend called, and had a serioull conversation with her.
Instead, however, of returning to her earthly dwelling-place, she was,
as in a moment, summoned home!
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Reader, how real-and yet how unreal-is life! With all the talk
-the anxiety-the perplexity-the wants and the worries-the hopes
and the fears-the joys and the sorrows; yet what is the sum totalwhat the issue ~ Ab, wbat indeed ~ Let the Apostle J ames answer
the question: "For what is your life ~ It is even a vapour, that
appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away." "Our fathers,
where are they ~ The prophets, do they live for ever ~" Yes, blessed
be God, they do, for all found in Ohrist do "live for ever! "
"Their life is hid with Ohrist in God; and, when Ohrist, who is
their life, shall appear, then shall they also appear with Him in
glory." In Ohrist, and in Christ alone, is both security and satisfaction! All short of Himself is vain, fle~ting, unsatisfying to the
last degree. Defect and disappointment attend all and everything of
earth! We defy any to deny the fact! The longer we live, the more
decided are our convictions! Naught can gainsay or contradict!
Ah, reader, as we contemplate these things, and as we reflect upon
the occurrences and events of every-day and all-the-day life, how
well may we ask ourselves, "Where is our hope ~ What our
resting-place. To whom are we looking for pardon and peace, hope
and trust, joy and satisfaction ~ Ah, momentous question indeed!
Reader, here is OV?' answer; what is y01L1'S 7-

" J eaus, Thy blood and l'ightpousness
My beauty are, my glorious dreas;
'Mid flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head."

Southsea, Sunday morning, November 13th, 1892.
"TRUTH, LORD, YET."
" TRUTH, Lord, yet," is the sum and substance of faith. 'c Truth, Lord,"
"sin has abounded unto death," "yet," "hath Thy grace much more
abounded unto life." "Truth, Lord," "cursed is everyone that abideth
not in the things which are written in the book of the law to do
them," "yet" "He who knew no sin was made sin for us, that we
might be made the righteousness of God in Him." "Truth, Lord," is
the sea of our guilt and the righteous anger of our God. " Yet" is
the Rock of Ohrist's redemption and love. "Truth, Lord," is a view
A. SAPHIR.
of self. " Yet" is a view of Jesus.
NEITHER all the devils in hell, Dor all the temptations of the world,
can hurt that man that is kept humble and depending on Christ.
THE cross was no mere episode in the world's drama, it was no
afterthought of a miscalculating intelligence, it was no overtaking of
an error; no happy guess to counteract an unforeseen dilemma: it was
the decree of Heaven's council before worlds were formed, to manifest
in the fillness of time to angelic and human existences the name and
nature of the Triune Jehovah.-Late Rev. S. G. M.
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AT REST, AND FOR EVER.
11 Fer by grace are
ye sa~'ed tlwough faith; and that not of yrntl'selves:
it is the gift of God: not of w01'ks, lest any man should boast."EPHESIANS i1. 8, 9.
How wonderful are the Lord's ways in calling His wandering sheep
into His fold.
He is indeed " sovereign" in His method of dealing
with His chosen ones. Sometimes, He is pleased to call them by His
preached Word, as on the day of Pentecost (Acts i1.); sometimes by
l\ffiiction or bereavement; at other times He speaks direct from His
throne to the heart, as in the case of the Apostle Paul. But whatever
may be His method of revealing Himself, and however varied be His
ways, it is the right way, and leads to the city of habitation
(Psalm cvi1. 7).
It was thus that the Lord dealt with His beloved servant, F-- J--,
blessing him with a Christian mother, who taught him the simple truths
of God's Word, and led him to a place where the precious Gospel of
God's free and sovereign grace was faithfully proclaimed. Such was the
effect of this early training upon his moral character, that by his life and
conversation many thought that he had indeed the grace of those
doctrines in his heart, about which he conversed so freely. Such was my
impression when I first met him in 1889, when the Lord directed his
steps from Plymouth to Bristol, and, on the advice of Mr. F--, a Baptist
Minister, of Plymouth, he attended Mary-le-port Church for three years.
The Lord permitted him thus to sit unde~ the sound of the Gospel,
either at Mary-le.port or at a little Strict Baptist chapel, without any
visible effect. But there was one who knew he lacked the one thing
needful; and far away at Plymouth a loving heart of a Christian
mother was yearning for her boy's conversion, and night and day the
prayer ascended to His throne, "0 Lord, bless my son with Thy
salvation." And yet the Lord tarried, and the mother pleaded on in
the spirit of Jacob," I will not let Thee go, except Thou bless me "
(Gen. xxxii. 26).
" God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform."
All this time the Lord was answering that mother's prayer, and by
gracious trial of faith preparing her for that trying ordeal through
which she must presently pass. At the end of 1891 F-- J - - contracted
a. chill, which in a few months developed into consumption.
In the
beginning of 1892 his mother moved to Bristol, to be with him.
He slowly grew weaker and weaker, until the opinion of the most eminent
physician in Clifton was sought, but only to confirm that of the family
doctor, that there was no hope of his recovery.
.
Day and night his mother wrestled with God.
" 0 God, for Jesus'
sake, open my dear boy's mouth ere he leaves me, and I will praise
Thee through eternity," was the burden of her prayer night and day.
How she longed to speak one word; but her mouth was closed. Ah!
she little thought the cloud she so much dreaded
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"Was big with mercy, and would break
In blessings on her head."
•
One night she was praying, and a Scripture was given her, "Are
not five sparrows sold for two farthings, and not one of them is
forgotten before God ~ But even the very hairs of your head are all
numbered. Fear not therefore: ye are of more value than many
sparrows" (Luke xii. 6, 7). "If I could but tell him this," cried the
troubled mother; and again she poured out her heart before Him, and
wept at His feet tears which would in a little moment be turned to
joy. The Lord was quietly doing His will, and would shortly reveal
His handiwork. In the morning, on going to the bedside of her loved
one, he met her with, "Mother, there is a text which has come to me
with such blessing to-night." Tremblingly she asked him for the words.
Who can tell the joy of that mother's heart as her son repeated the
words which the Lord had given her only a few short hours before,
If Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings, and not one of them is
forgotten before God ~ But even the very hairs of your head are all
numbered. Fear not, therefore: ye are of more value than many
sparrows." The mother and son, now "one in Christ," never to be
separated, wept tears of joy together, and praised Him
"Who had spoken in the darkness,
In the silence of the night;
Spoken sweetly of the Father,
Words of life, and love, and light."
The Bible and hymn-book were now his constant companions; and
during the remaining six months of his life, he grew so rapidly in
divine things, taught by the Holy Spirit, that many who visited him
were amazed at the work of grace. The visits of the Rev. J. ORMISTON
were much blessed to him. He said to me on one occasion, speaking of
Mr. ORMISTON, "Oh, how I love him. I long so much for his visits,
and the precious words he brings me. It seems to come straight
from my heavenly Father's throne." Mr. ORMISTON always left him
a text. On March 11th I called to see him, and just as I was
leaving I gave him this word, "I AM Jesus of Nazareth" (Acts
xxii. 8); he remarked that on the preceding week Mr. ORMISTON
had left him the words to think over, "I am." And he spoke of
the blessing those word~ had been to him, and then, without
hesitation, he quoted a number of Scriptures where the words
"I AM" occur.
On March 18th I was with him, and he told me of a remarkable
dream he had on tIle previous night. It had been dark all day, not
one message from the throne; but in his dream the Lord Jesus stood
between him and Satan, and carried him beyond the reach of the
enemy of souls. Each time I saw him he was evidently weaker, but
spoke of death with perfect peace, longing to see Him who had done
so much for him.
On the 25th, when I was talking to him of the wonders of divine
grace, he said, "I was never a swearer; I never had bad companions;
I always attended a place of worship; I detested false doctrine, by
whatever name it may be called; but, oh! I feel such a sinner,
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and I deserve the lowest hell. 'But God, who is rich in mercy, for
His great love ~herewith He loved me, even when I was dead
in sins, hath quickened me together with Christ (by grace are ye
saved).' "
" Oh, to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be!"
On one occasion, I remarked to him on the spirit of submission the
Lord had given him. For a young man only twenty-two years, with
such good worldly prospects before him, to be smitten thus was a
trial indeed to patience. He said, "All is vanity. I have no desire
to go back into the world. I want to be with Him. My dear mother
is my only trouble, but the Lord will look after her." A dear Christian
man who visited him said, "We have nothing to boast of." "Oh!
haven't we ~" said FJ - . " , My soul shall make her boast in the
Lord.'" The last time I saw him he could scarcely speak; his pain was
very great. I said to him, "You are in great pain, but it is \:Jetter
on before." His face lit with a heavenly light, as he replied"It were a well-spent journey,
Though seven deaths lay between."

Mr. ORlIUSTON called to see him three days before his death. He was
so ill that his visit only lasted a few moments. He whispered to him,
"He giveth us the victory"; he could only reply with a smile. On
Sunday morning, April 9th, he left this world of sin and pain, to be for
ever with Jesus, leaving behind him a glorious testimony to the power
of divine grace, in saving and keeping sinners.
"Great God of wonders! all Thy ways
Are matchless, godlike, and divine;
But the fair glories of Thy grace
More godlike and unrivalled shine.
Who is a pardoning God like Thee P
Or who has grace BO rich and free?"

Bristol.

TOM

BRYANT.

ECHOES FROM NETLEY COTTAGE.
A SINOERE PRAYER,

"Let my sentence come forth from Thy presence j let Thine e,yes behold
the things that are equal."-PSALM xvii. 2.
SUOH is the prayer of that poor sinner who has been taught by the
Holy Ghost that he is utterly ruined, and his nature hopelessly corrupt.
No hypocrite ever used such language. It is sufficient for him to be
accounted right by his fellow-man, while the true child of God is
conscious that he may deceive others, and he may be self-deceived; but
he cannot deceive Him, "To whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid."
Such an one heartily desires to be right with Goel, hence he comes to Him
with the cry, "Search me, 0 God, and know my heart; try me, and
know my thoughts." "Examine me, 0 Lord, and prove me; try my reins
and my heart" (Psalm cxxxix. 23; xxvi. 2).
3 I
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Nothing but the sentence of J ehovah, who is the alone competent Judge
of motives as welt as of actions, and who sees into the inmost recesses of
the heart, can give him satisfaction. "Let my sentence come jOTth jTom
1'hy presence," is the desire of one who knows what it is to have the
" sentence of death " in himself, and who confesses, "I have seen an end
of all perfection; Thy commandment is exceeding broad" (Psalm
cxix. 96). Justice has pronounced the verdict, "Thou art weighed in
the balances and jmtnd wanting," and conscience records a sad and
solemn "Amen," hence the further petition, "Let Thine eyes behold
the things that are equal."
The Divine sentence is sought while
J ehovah's eye is fixed, NOT on the SINNER, but his Substitute; NOT on
man's" filthy rags," but on Jesus and His spotless obedience.
" Not on me, Lord, not on me,
I am all iniquity;
Look on Thine anointed One,
Who before Thy glorious throne,
On His breast bears my poor name,
All my load of guilt and shame;
Look on HIM, my Surety!"
"Let Thine eyes behold the things that are equal." And what are
they, poor needy soul1 See! God's holy law and Ohrist's obedience
thereto. 1'hese are" equal." Divine requirements and Jesus'righteousness exactly meet. His atonement completely covers all the sins of
all His people, and while J ehovah beholds that, His sentence concerning each one of His children is, "Thy beauty is perfect through My
comeliness which I put upon thee"; and to everyone of the members
of His mystic body, the Lord Jesus saith, "Thou art all fair, My love,
there is no spot in thee" !
"Look not upon my sin, 0 gracious Lord!
Regard Thy Son's obedience and blood;
In Him behold a righteousness divine,
Approve it well, and then account it MINE.
"Pronounce my sentence with Thine eye fixed there;
Say to my soul, 'Thou'rt spotless and alJ. fair';
Then will my burdens, griefs, and fears all cease,
And I shall enter into perfect peace t"

K. B.

I NOTICED at a railway station the words, "The Way Out." There is
a way into sin, sorrow, and suffering. All have found their way into
these. All the saints of God in heaven have found, through Jesus,
their way out of these things (Rev. vii. 14). The followers of Ohrist
find their way into many trials and temptations, but the Word says,
"The just shall come out of trouble." By the Lord, Jeremiah found
the way out of the low dungeon, David out of the horrible pit, J onah
out of the belly of hell, the three Hebrew Ohildren' out of the burning
fiery furnace, Daniel out of the lions' den, Lazarus out of the grave,
and Peter out of prison. It is well to follow those ministers who
point to "The Way Out" of danger, difficulty and death, into life
and liberty through Ohrist,
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GEMS FROM GURNALL (1680).
HATH not thy heart said, "I will go and hear such a man, and get
comfort " ~ And dost thou wonder thou art weak and barren ~ Are
ordinances God, that they should make you comfortable 1 They are
but Ohrist's servants; therefore, press through all the crowd of
ordinances, and ask to speak with Jesus, and virtue will come
forth.
o Christians! give not place to Satan; no, not an inch, in his first
motions. He that is a beggar, and a modest one without doors,
will command the house if he be let in.
n ever the Spirit of God hath begun a sanctifying work in thee,
He never will be the messenger to bring contrary news to thy soul;
His language is not yea and nay, but yea and Amen for ever.
Christ and Satan divide the world. Christ will bear no equal, and
Satan no superior, and therefore thou canst not hold in with both.
Thy birthday was when thou wert born again; thou didst exist
before, but only beganst to live when Christ began to live in thee.
As when the Spirit teacheth, He comes not with any new or
strange truth, but takes of Christ's own, His Word; so when He
comforts, He takes of Christ's own, His righteousness-not ours. All
cordials are but Christ distilled. The Spirit does not say, "Soul,
rejoice! for thou art holy; II but, "Soul, triumph! Christ is
righteous."
.
The water of the saint's failings cast on the fire of God's love
cannot quench it. "Whom He loves, He loves unto the end."
Truth is not always to be had at the same price; buy it we must
at any, but sell it upon no terms;
Many are now in heaven, and are safely landed there, who were
sadly tossed with fears all along their voyage; for, though true faith
puts a soul into the ark of Christ, yet it does not hinder but such an
one may be sea-sick in the ship.
Hast thou heaven in hope? It is more than if thou hadst the whole
world in hand. The greatest monarch on earth would be glad, at a
dying hour, to change his crown for thy helmet, which is, "the hope of
salvation." His crown will not procure him thy helmet, but, thy helmet
will procure thee" A crown of glory, that fadeth not away."
Cannot God deny health and give patience 1 and patience with
sickness is better than health without )?atience. Cannot He take away
thy estate and give thee contentment ~ and" Godliness with contentment is great gain."
It was a sweet speech of a dying saint that, "he was going to change
his place but not his company"; for he had always been living in
communion with God.
When God affiicts His saints, it is to try their "precious faith."
Affiictions are His spade and mattock, by which He digs into His
people's hearts to find out the gold of faith.
Christian minister, let thy reproof be as sharp as thou wilt, thy spirit
must be meek; thou must not denounce wrath in wrath, lest sinners
think thou wishest their misery; but rather with tenderness, that
they may see it is no pleasing work.-Contfib1ded by T. B.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-With your permission, I beg to send you a few testimonies relating to the work of the above Mission. It is my pleasure
to report that the work is going on successfully, though the death of
our oldest subscribers and the falling off of others cripples it in the
matter of funds. However, the Lord knows best, and it is to Him
the work belongs. May He continue to vouchsafe His blessing.
FROM A CHAPLAIN.

Thank you for box of Gospel books just to hand.
the contents to His own glory.

May the Lord use

FROM A LONDON WORKER.

Accept thanks for cont.inued supply of the valued monthly parcel.
Much appreciated.
FROM A LIGHTHOUSE.

We feel much benefit in reading your books. You are doing a won·
derful work. What a bright, glorious crown will be waiting you when
the Master calls you home!
FROM A WORKER AMONGST SAILORS.

Please accept my very sincere thanks for your great kindness in' sending
me the usual monthly parcel and the large box of useful reading. They
have come most opportunely, for my supplies have all run out, and a very
large number of seamen trading to the port. But our heavenly Father
knoweth our need, and· sendeth His bounteous supplies. May the Holy
Spirit accompany the reading of the books, and make them the power
of God unto salvation to some souls.
With kind regards and many thanks,
Believe me, yours very sincerely in Him,
ANN EVERARD BRIDER.
1, Wilton Place, Salisb1try, November 11th, 1893.
OO:M:l\fENTS.

I am glad that, owing to my having reduced the price of my" Wayside Notes" volume, Mrs. BRIDER is able to send copies in her monthly
parcels to those appointed to the different stations abroad. For this
we are thankful The Lord of the harvest only knows the result.
I remember being much cheered from the observations of a student
for "Holy Orders" in the Ohurch of England. He said: "I went into
the library of Dublin University, and what do you think first caught
my eye 1 It was your volume of 'Wayside Notes' on one of the bookshelves." How it got there I have not the faintest idea; however, so
it is, and the Lord directs and dovetails circumstances that glorify
THE EDITOR
His own name.
IN the heart of every true believer there is a heavenly tendency, a
divine attraction, which as sensibly draws him to converse with God
as the loadsbone attracts· the needle.-Whitefield.
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THE ROOT OF GODLINESS.
"The truth that is after godliness."-TITUS i. 1.
WE know that it is written, "Without holiness no man shall see the
Lord" (Heb. xii. 14). We are assured that it is true that into the
holy city "entereth nothing that defileth." We are convinced also
(we who have been taught of God) that in ourselves we are totally
corrupt, and not only say, but have been made to feel, each one for
himself, "I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good
thing."
An ungodly Christian is a contradiction in terms. No ungodly
person can be a Christian, and no true Christian can be ungodly. It
becomes, then, a m03t important matter of inquiry, Has J ehovah revealed
a truth that is after godliness ~ Has He made known a Gospel that
will produce holiness ~ Does the Word of God, the sacred Scriptures,
tell us of any way in which sinners can become acceptable to God,
and their works well pleasing in His sight.~
Thank God, such a revelation has been made. We are not left in
ignorance; Scripture speaks, and speaks out plainly, too, with no
uncertain sound, there is a truth that is after godliness, "The faith
of God's elect." The precious doctrine of J ehovah's distinguishing
love, fixed from all eternity on the objects of its choice, is that one
particular truth that is honoured by the sacred title of "The truth
that is after godliness." Truly, those who, with Satanic perseverance,
assert that the doctrine of God's election is the fount of all uncleanness, give the direct lie to the Apostle Paul, who wrote by the
power of the Holy Ghost. Instead of being the origin of evi~ it is
the "root of godliness," the only source from which every thought of
holiness proceeds. There is much evil in the present day; our cities,
towns, and country villages abound in crime, unheard of in former
days; our youth seem to become more and more demoralized. May
not the reason be, because "the truth that is after godliness" is not
preached from the pulpits of our land ~ There are churches in every
street, but a miserable free-will declamation is all that is heard in
them, or a gaudy ritual is witnessed, in poor imitation of apostate
Rome. Chapels abound, but where-oh, where-is the truth of God ~
Here and there, as "berries on a topmost bough," we meet with one
and another not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ; but truly, as the
time of Christ's return approaches, the love of many waxes cold.
Would that those who call themselves Churchmen, and others also,
read and learned the Articles of the Church of England. No. XIII.
runs thus: "Works done before the grace of Christ, and the inspiration of His Spirit, are not pleasant to God, forasmuch as they spring
not of faith in Christ Jesus, neither do they make men meet to
receive grace; •... yea rather, for that they are not done as God
hath willed and commanded them to be done, we doubt not but that
they have the nature of sin." If this be so, and true it certainly is,
how vain is it to expect holiness where the truth is not made known 1
However fair the work may appear to men, if it be not the outcome
of faith, the faith of God's elect, it is abomination in the sight of
God. What, then, must be done 1 How shall we stem the tide of
3

I
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evil that appears to be rolling in upon us like a flood ~ The answer
is given in God's Word, Preach "the truth that is after godliness"; by
press and pulpit strive to spread abroad the doctrine of God's distinguishing grace; then we may expect the Lord will bless His own
Word. It will be admitted, perhaps, some day, that the despised, rejected,
hated, so-called Calvinism is, after all, the faith of God's elect" the
source of all good works that are acceptable to God, the true and only
root of godliness.
Bewcastle.
,TITUS E. LAURIE.
A FARCE OF LIFE.
AFTER travelling a short distance by train the other day, as we
approached Fratton, I said to a fellow passenger with whom I had
been conversing, "Here's a humbling picture," as I pointed to the
additional land that had just been taken to attach to the immense
allotment already in use for a cemetery. " Ah !" said the traveller, in
reply, "it's what we must all come to." I cannot express what I felt,
in reading a lengthened notice in the evening paper, three days after,
about "an extremely pleasant 'At Home' given to a large number of
friends of the Burial Board." A leading member of the said Board
was complimented upon "his able, efficient, and judicious conduct as
chairman of the Board, and in recognition of his admirable business
ability, as shown by the improvements carried out during his year of
office." Further reference was made to "the laying out of flower beds
and the graves." They" had now a greenhouse under consideration,"
said a leading speaker, who asked, "Why should not a burial ground
be as ornamental as a park 1" Further talk was held about the purchase
of an additional fifteen acres of land, at a cost of £5,000. The notice
closes thus, "A dance subsequently took place, and during the evening
a capital programme of songs was rendered."
The foregoing scarcely needs comment. It speaks for itself, as seeking
to supersede all the solemn realities of death and its connection with vast
eternity! It is, so to speak, spreading a tinsel covering-a false glossupon the awful hour that awaits each and all of the 'human family.
Within a two or three minutes' run of the spot to which reference
has been made, there is painted in large letters upon the upper part
of a house overlooking the railway, "PREPARE TO MEET THY GOD."
A few years since, a leading man in Portsmouth called the attention
of his fellow-passenger to that solemn admonition. Within ten minutes,
at the Cosham station, he fell down dead.
Reader, how does such a fact harmonize with a dance and songsinging at a burial board entertainment ~
D.
IF good men are sad, it is not because they are good, but because
they are not better.
ALL God's children have received God's Spirit, whereby they are made
humble, believing, and holy; humble in regard of their sins, believing
in regard of Christ, and holy in regard of their conscience and care
.to keep all God's commandments.
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iassing ®htnts.
A MONTHLY NOTE.
THE war in South Africa promises to end speedily. Without the aid
of any Imperial troops, the gallan~ bands of volunteers and native
allies have wi~hstood the fierce attacks of masses of the Matabele, and
completely defeated them. It is hoped that these warlike people, who
have been a terror to their neighbours for sixty years, will settle
down to habits of peaceful industry, as the Zulus have done. A large
trac~ of additional and very valuable country will then practically
come under our jurisdiction, and be opened out for purposes of trade.
A na~ive ally, King Khama, who, with between 1,000 and 2,000
native warriors, rendered the Colonists essential service, is a Christian
man, and seems to be governing his people on most enlightened principles. What an opening there may be for the spread of Christianity!
Sir GERALD PORTAL is on his way homewards, and soon the Govern.
ment will have to come to some decision as to the future of Uganda.
Bishop TUCKER is also coming home, at the request of the Committee
of the Church Missionary Society, so as to be able to give information
respecting the missionary work carried on there, and to refute, if need
be, the false charges which have been made against it. The Romish
emissaries there seem to be doing all they can to throw discredit
upon the work of the Protestant missionaries; but Bishop TUCKER
ably replies to them in a letter published in the Times, showing how
wonderfully effective that work has been; that in Uganda every
morning, between six and seven o'clock, more than 500 persons come
together in the church-erected by their own hands-for religious
instruction; tha~ on every Lord's Day a vast assembly, sometimes
numbering 5,000 souls, who only a few years ago were sunk in the
grossest heathenism, are gathered together there to worship the true
God; that every day scores of sick, halt, lame, and blind are attended
to by a fully-qualified English doctor; and that the Press is having a
most marvellous effect upon the people, occasioning a thirst for reading
which amounts almost to a popular passion. We hope that the good
work will not be checked through the ar~ifices of Rome, but that it
will go on, ex~ending fur~her and further.
.
The venerable missionary, Dr. PATON, has had an enthusiastic
welcome to Great Britain, and has made a deep impression in the
crowded meetings which he has attended. He seems fired with holy
zeal, earnest love for souls, and " clothed with humility."
There is a prospect, as we write, of the great coal strike coming to an
end. Mr. GLADSTONE has appealed to the contending parties, and has
suggested that they should meet together under the presidency of Lord
ROSEBERY, and try to come to some amicable arrangement. They have
agreed to act upon this suggestion, and it is to be hoped that they will
not do so in vain. This strike has been one of the most disastrous of
modern times, bringing want and misery into countless homes, stirring
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up ill-feeling, and seriously crippling ever.so-many different industries.
It is difficult to understand the real merits of the case, but in all
probability there are faults on both sides. If only the contending parties
were willing to refer their points of difference to arbitration, there might
be some hope of a cessation of such suicidal contests; but thi~, the most
natural of remedies, they seem determinedly opposed to.
If such contests are continued and repeated, it will surely be the duty of the
Government to take the matter into serious consideration, and pass a law
enforcing arbitration.
THE Royal Commission appointed to inquire into the opium trade
between India and China has been holding its meetings in the House
of Lords, under the presidency of Lord BRASSEY. Strange to say, the
evidence brought forward has been, in part, directly contradictory;
some witnesses affirming that the drug does little or no harm, whilst
others stated that it does incalculable harm. But it is to be noted that
those who expressed the former opinion were persons who have been
connected directly or indirectly with the trade, and so, perhaps, are
persons who have practically shut their eyes, or have not taken the
trouble to investigate into its direful effects; whereas those who
expressed the latter opinion were missionaries and others whose occupation led them to mingle with the people, and brought them into actual
contact with their condition and habits. Certainly every pains ought
to be taken to learn the exact truth on the subject; and if the accounts
mentioned of the terrible effects oi the drug are found to be substantially
true, we, as a professedly Christian nation, ought to have nothing to do
with its sale, much less take steps to enforce it upon an unwilling
people. One of the official witnesses before the Royal Commission
stated, that the missionaries had failed in their work amongst the
Chinese, and consequently tried to excuse themselves by throwing the
blame upon the opium trade; but the missionaries have published a most
emphatic protest against this statement, entirely denying its truthfulness,
and mentioning that there has been increasing success in their work
from decade to decade, "which is striking enough to make the Churches
of Christ in this country rejoice." They say that whilst" the missionary
body in China covet and pray for very much more success, it is this
fact which has opened their eyes to this hindrance in their way, and
made them eager for its removal. They would be traitors to their
great Master's cause if it were otherwise. Those of them who have
gone forth from the Churches of Great Britain and Ireland claim to
be quite as loyal to their country as the men who impeach them, and
they believe that by putting their fingcr on a grave fault in their
country's policy they are exhibiting true patriotism. The missionaries
occupy stations throughout nearly the whole of China from east to
west, and from the Amoor in the extreme north to Pak-hoi in the
far south. They number about 1,500, and arl\ acquainted, as almost
no others can be, with the daily lives and habits, the joys and sorrows,
of the people. There is therefore special significance in the fact that
from every quarter of that great empire they bear testimony to the
widespread sUffering produced by the consumption of opium, and the
discredit thrown on Christianity by our country's association with it.
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It is equally significant of the moral degradation which it entails that
the Native Church in China has no option but to exclude from its
membership all who are consumers or connected with the trade; whilst
at home we have 5,000 members of the medical profession who have
stated emphatically that the use of the drug, except as a medicine, is
morally and physically debasing."
A series of lectures which promises to be of considerable importance
has just been commenced in Exeter Hall, under the direction of the
National Protestant Church Union. The first lecture was given by
the Venerable Archdeacon SINCLAIR (Archdeacon of London), on the
c. Benefits of the Reformation." The Hall was densely crowded, and
the Archdeacon in his lecture gave forth no uncertain sound, but
boldly and clearly showed how great was the need for the Reformation, and how manifold and invaluable were the benefits which, under
God, it was the means of conferring upon our nation.
Ore, H~tings.
REV, D. A. DOUDNEY.

1l1emoi1' of the Rev. D. A. Doudney, D.D. 3s. 6d. Published by Messrs.
W. H. and L. Collingridge, City Press, 148 and 149, Aldersgate
street, London, E.C.
WE do not feel that this work needs any commendation on our part,
for the name of the late Dr. DOUDNEY is one deeply revered by the
Church of God, and all that concerned him is of the deepest interest
to the household of faith.
The work has been most carefully compiled; nothing of any moment
has been omitted, and this Memoir of one of the most remarkable and
God-honoured men of the age will be read with the deepest interest as
the gathering up of the threads of a life woven by divine sovereignty
and power. It always appeared to us that one of the most important
periods of that life were the labours of the dear Doctor on the south
coast of Ireland, and we are rejoiced that ample details of that work
are given in the book: No mean addition to the work is a valuable
portrait of the dear Doctor. Geniality, godliness, and goodness beam
forth from that well-known countenance, and you cannot help being
reminded that when he was amongst us, there was a soul within that
was inspired with everything that was tender and truthful.
As it has come to us so late in the month, we cannot add more at
present, but hope to give a further review of this invaluable Memoir
in our next issue.
Fruit Blossoms)'

,,'

01', Addresses to the Young.
By the Rev. JOHN
MITCHELL. London: G. Stonemani
VERY suitable for the young, and on unusual subjects which are
likely to arrest their attention, such as clocks, bells, windows, keys,
snow, photographs, &c. .
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"Even to Old Age." Being the Records of the Life of the late Mr.
JOHN Row, of Tunbridge. London: E. Wilmshurst; Messrs. W. H.
and L. Oollingridge, 148 and 149, Aldersgate Street, E.C.
THIS little book, published at one shilling, is a gracious testimony of
the loving-kindness and faithfulness of a covenant God. There is
much of deep interest connected with the writer's earlier years, to which
the spiritual reader will find himself no stranger. It is an ungarnished
account of the old thorny, aye, and promised, pathway to the kingdom,
with the fulfilment of its covenant verity, "Lo, I am with you alway,
even unto the end."
Our readers will not regret the investment of one shilling, for a
double reason. They will thereby help his widow, and have another
record of one who has passed all the days of his pilgrimage leaning
on Israel's covenant God, and at last reached the heaven of eternal
joy, rest, and satisfaction in Him who promises but to perform. "I.
will never leave thee nor forsake thee."
Darkest Britain's Epiphany. "Arise, shine" for thy light is come." By
the Rev. ROBERT DOUGLAS, M.A. London: Nisbet and Co.
THE theory of the Anglo-Israelities, that the British nation is descended
from the lost Ten Tribes, is a very interesting one to some minds,
and it has been very strongly urged by many arguments. We cannot
see that those arguments are, or can be, conclusive, because so many
links in the historical chain of evidence are wanting; and it does not
appear to us to be a matter of primary importance, because nationalities-in the case of believers-are blended together in Christ. " If
ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to
the promise"; "They which be of faith are blessed with faithful
Abraham "; "There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond
nor free," but all are" one in Christ Jesus."
The able writer of the book before us, however, does not go so far
as the Anglo-Israelites. He says that he has closely studied the subject
for twelve year~, and he differs from their opinions in three main
particulars. In the first place, he makes New Testament Christianity
the divine test and witness of an Israelitish origin. He says:We are not .Anglo-Israelites, but Christian-Israelites. Our broad funda.
mental principle is the Israelism of Chl'istianity, or that it is, as so clearly
taught by our Lord and the Apostles, as well as the old Prophets, a
mission for the spiritual and national revival of the House of Israel. It
follows from this, that the nations which Christ has brought into the
New Covenant with the House of Israel in these last days are ipso facto
shown by Him to be the literal Israel of promise, as they severally fulfil
what is foretold of them in the Scriptures. It will thus be seen at once
that our doctrinal basis is simply identical with the Bible and the Gospel
rightly interpreted. Plainly, also, our conclusions do not minister to
national pride or a self-aggrandising policy, but seek only to glorify Christ,
and realize His blessed will. Our case is therefore unassailable, so to
speak, on technical Christian grounds. Secondly, proceeding to apply tbis
test, we at once recognize in the British nation the distinctive providential
counterpart or evolution of Ephraim, in harmony with the whole comse of
Scriptural phenomena relating to the" firstborn " heir of the world under
the Abrahamic covenant. At the same time, we believe that, just as in the
later days of Israel's monarchy in Palestine, large sections of other tribes
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clustered around and became incorporated with Ephraim, so that the ten·
tribed kingiom in its last stage was called" Ephraim" by the Pl'ophets ;
so in like m;Lnner, and from the continuance of the same incorporation, the
British nation is still the head and representative of the ten tribes. But
it is only so in this eclectic sense, and not as comprehending the sum
total of the other tribes, or depriving them of their separate and
peculiar promises as described in Genesis xlix. (in contrast with the
preceding chapt~r). and in Deut. xx:xiii. For, thit'dly, on exactly the same
grounds, we recognize other members of the commonwealth of Israel in
the" company" of Christian nations on the Continent. We thus formulate
a grand political and Christian philosophy, uniting the progressive nations
of the world in one glorious fraternal bond.
These three principles the author further describes and largely
illustrates in his book.

Vera Verba (True Words); Texts and Truths for Every Day. By G.
M. COXETER. London: George Stoneman.
WORDS of Scripture, and quotations from anciant and modern writers,
for every day of the year. It would have been much better, we
think, if the quotations had all been taken from Christian writers,
for they would be far more likely to be profitable, and more apposite to
the words of Holy Scripture. For example, next to the words, "Thou
art near, 0 Lord" (Psalm cxix. 151), is the quotation, "One of the
most important rules of the science of manners is an almost absolute
silence in regard to yourself" (Balzac); and next to the words, "I
know that my Redeemer liveth" (Job xix. 25), is a quotation from
Shakspere, "Gifts then seem most precious, when the giver we esteem."
A Short Catechism of English Ch~brch History. For Use in Schools. By
G. H. F. NYE, author of "The Ohurch and Her Story," &c.
London: Simpkin, Marshall, and Co.
WITH the exception of a slight allusion to the fiction of apostolical
succession, this is an admirable historical catechism. We wish that it
could be universally taught in our schools, instead of the utterly misleading historical statements sometimes taught. It gives interesting
particulars of the early British Church, of the inroads of Romish
teaching, and of the Reformation, and the causes which led to it.
A'mateur GaTdening f01' Town and C011ntTy. London: W. H. and L.
Collingridge, 148 and 149, Aldersgate Street; E. C.
PRACTICAL, and full of useful information. A beautiful coloured plate
is issued with each penny weekly number; and the numerous replies
to queries must be of great value to those who take an interest
in gardening and agricultural pursuits.
Evangelical Christendom. London: The Evangelical Alliance.
THIS Number contains an account of a very succes~ful Conference just
held in Dublin in connection with the Evangelical Alliance, at which
a large number of representatives of Christian denominations were
present, and also a converted Zulu Princess, and one of the recently
liberated Armenian prisoners.
.
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The Herald of Me1Y;Y. Yearly Volume for 1893.

London: Morgan,

and Scott.
VERY attractive, and well illustrated.
WE have just received two excellent little Tracts, entitled, "A Just
God," and "Rest," the printing of which is "a work of faith and labour
of love" of an afflicted child of God. In these days, when the Press
abounds with error and trash, these little words of peace and truth
come as oil upon the troubled· waters. They are excellently got up.
and suitable for enclosure in letters. Threepence a dozen, post free, from
Mrs. BENNETT, Broughton Road, Melksham, Wilts.

Also received :-" The English Illustrated Magazine"; "Open Brethrenism in Contrast with Holy Scriptures"; &c.
A FEW WORDS TO OUR READERS.
WE are most anxious, together with those with whom we are asso·
ciated in the work, that the circulation of this Magazine may not
decrease, but increase in its circulation" more and more." This desire
we are certain is after the heart of the late beloved Editor, Dr.
DOUDNEY; and we ask our friends, for the sake of the truth [in
these days of error, for the sake of the living Church of God, and
for the Lord's redeemed, to continue their help; but we do not hesitate to affirm, our strength is in prayf/l', and we have been asking the
Lord that our dear Magazine may retain its hold on the hearts of His
people, and, if His will, to let it increase in circulation, to His own
glory. Here we leave the matter in faith and trust.
The Publishers will gladly send a copy, upon receipt of names and
addresses, to such friends of readers as are likely to become sub.
scribers.
THE CLOSE OF THE YEAR.
LORD, Thine eyes are still upon me;
How could I withstand their gaze?
Surely I should sink before Thee,
Oonsoious of my guilty ways,

But for grace, dear Lord, within m""
That sweet powermysouldoth love,
Giving strength to look upon Thee,
Seated on Thy throne above.

Help me, Lord, mine eyes in mising
To behold Thy lovely face;
And to close this year with praising
Thee, the God of plenteous grace.

THE EDITOR.
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