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"Who comforteth ns in all onr tribnIation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in filly
trouble. by the comfort wherewith we ourselves "re comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

OUH. ALL-SUFFICIENT GOD.
" Our 82tfficiency is of God." -2 COlUNTHIANS iii. 5.
ALTHOUGH the above Scripture certainly applies first to the needs
of those of GOD'S people who are called by the HOLY SPIRIT to
the work of the Gospel ministry, it nevertheless is applicable to
all believers in CHRIST JESUS. The LORD is "the portion," not of
some one section of His Church only, but of the entire multitude
of the redeemed, of "the whole family in heaven and earth."
This is a blessed truth, and one upon which, beloved fellowbelievers, we may dwell with delight and profit. No contemplation is comparable to that which centres in our Covenant GOD
Himself'. True, His Covenant is a delightful theme, yet the GOD
of the Covenant is one inexpressibly more delightful and soulsatisfying. 'fhe glories of Divine grace are indeed great and
wonderful, but their Divine Author claims our first, our chief, our
adoring admiration and praise. May the eyes of our understanding,
then, be at this time anointed afresh, that we may devoutly contemplate the all-sufficiency of our GOD-FATHER, SON, and HOLY
GHOST-SO as to realize, in fuller measure than heretofore, the
infinite debt under which He has placed us by the revelation He
has made of Himself in His Word. For, it is in His Word alone
that He has unfolded the marvels of His character as the GOD of
His people. Nature, nor the works of GOD in Nature, ever yet
made of any man a true worshipper of J BHOVAH. It is a poetical
fallacy to think of looking" through Nature up to Nature's GOD."
"No man knoweth the SON, but the FATHER; neither knoweth any
man the FATHER, save the SON, and he to whomsoever the SON
will reveal Him" (Matt.. xi. 27). It was this supernatural revelation of the SON by the FATHER which enabled Peter to witness that
good confession, " Thou art the CHRIST, the SON of the living GOD"
(Matt. xvi. 15, 17). Nor apart from the operation of the HOLY
SPIRIT, for it is written, "'fhrough Him [CHRIST] we both have
2 z
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access by one SPIRIT unto the FATHER" (Ephes. ii. 18). The
written Word is the true mirror in which the discerning eye of
a spiritual understanding sees GOD! He who is invisible to blind
reason and human intellect is visible there to the merest babe in
CHRIST JESUS. Indeed, it is just in proportion as we become
childlike that we behold in the Scriptures the perfections of GOD,
and the counsels of His heart. It is the meek to whom He has
promised to show His way, as JESUS said, "I thank Thee, 0
FATHER, LORD of heaven and earth, that Thou hast hid these
things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto
babes; even so, FATHER, for so it seemed good in Thy sight"
(Luke x. 21).
1. Look at GOD, as He is set forth in the inspired Scriptures,
from any standpoint, He is All-sufficient.
When there was no eye to pity. the victims of Adam's fall,
He saw, He loved, He compassionated, and laid help for them on
His coequal SON-the Mighty One. In purposes of eternal mercy
He committed the persons of His chosen people into the hands
of their Redeemer, who willingly, lovingly became their Surety
and Saviour. Yes, CHRIST was His Church's" Saviour" before
He took flesh. According to the word in the Gospel by
Luke, He was born a. Saviour! The words are thes~, "For unto
you is bor'n this day, in the city of David, a Saviou'I', which is
CHRIST the LORD" (ii. 11). Salvation was not an after:
thought in the Divine mind. Salvation, if it be permissible so to
speak, is the most ancient of GOD'S counsels. It is the masterpiece of His wisdom, love, and power. Upon its plan and execution He has lavished the fulness of His vast resources! even to
the extent of giving forth from His bosom the SON of His love!
Oh, marvellous marvel I-and this to save guilty, hell-meriting
sinners from the pit of perdition! Thus has He magnified His
Name, as GOD ALL-SUFFICIENT. Thus has He glorified Himself in
the sufficiency of His love, and pity, and power. Thus, too, has
He assured the poor, the needy, and hungry that their cry for
salvation shall be not only met, but abundantly met. The GOD of
salvation speaks His own Divine experience when He declares,
through His sent SON, "It is more blessed to give than to
receive."
2. JEHOVAH is All-sufficient in His methods of bringing His
people into a habit of trusting His Character, His 'Word, and
His Ways. He wills to teach His called ones to become
closely acquainted with the thoughts of His fatherly heart.
Those methods are, when necessary, distressingly painful. They
often raise anxious thoughts in our hearts, as they did in the
case of Habakkuk, "Why dost Thou show me iniquity, and
cause me to behold grievance?" and as they did in the
instance of Asaph, the Psalmist, "Will the Lord cast off for
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ever? and will IIe be favourable no more?" To sit alone, as a
sparrow, on the house-top, is an experienoe known to most of
the true people of God. But the house-top is inoluded in the
Covenant, and also the solitary soul that sits there. It may be
all very well for the world, whioh is not in the seoret of the
love and the wisdom. whioh aotuate J EHOVAH'S ways with His
beloved ones, down here, to point oontemptuously at Zion when
she sits in the dust, and call her "an outcast, whom no man
seekoth after" (Jer. xxx. 17), Yet, on that very ground, the
Lord will restore health to His afflicted saints, and apply the
ourative balm of Gilead to their wounded hearts. The Great
Physician is not only all-suffioient in His consummate art of
healing the spiritually leprous, perishing ones, for whom He is
in Covenant responsible, but He detiglzts in the exercise of
His gentle, merciful art. Whatever betide Zion, JEHOVAH-ROPHI
possesses medioinal resouroes to meet her every hurt, to mollify'
her every pain, and to heal her every malady, Priest and
Levite may be powerless to do more than passingly gaze upon
the spiritually suffering, chastened, and bleeding believer, at the
wayside, but suoh an one is the peculiar charge of the loving
Brother-born for that very adversity-and He will effectually
carry the case through unto life eternal. Oh, beloved fellowpilgrim, we, surely, may commit our chequered path wholly and
unreservedly into His hands. To cleanse our oonsciences from
sin, day by day, is His high-priestly servioe, "Who forgiveth all
thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases" (Psalm oiii.) Oh,
cannot we praisefully reply to the inquiry concerning His faithfulness towards us, in our seasons of distress?.. Did ever trouble yet befall,
And He refusQ to heal' thy call P
And has He not His promise passed,
That thou shalt overcome at last P"

Yes, yes; and faith enjoys the sweet privilege of adding, to the
glory of His graoe.. He who has helped me hitherto
Will help me all my journey thl'ough,
And give me daily cause to raise
New Ebenezers to His praise."

It is thus the LORD weans away His redeemed ones from the
world, and quiokens in them desires after Himself. Every
crook in our lot, beloved in CHRIST, is Divinely ordered to
separate our hearts more entirely from earthly things, and
especially from our "own things." The GOD who chose us
unto Himself, in the riches of His graoe, is a jealous GOD,
and will not suffer the objeots of His eternal love to follow
and serve Him with divided a.ffections. The discipline He uses,
2 z 2
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therefore, is well caloulated to bring us nigh. And then it is
that we most powerfully experience the all-slttficiency we have in
Him.
3. The all-suffioiency of our GOD and FATHER in CHRIST JESUS
is also blessedly manifested in our times of perseoution for
righteousness' sake. Oh, what preoious oompensations does the
LORD grant to His dear saints when they, for His Name's sake,
endure hardneso, with patienoe and aoquiesoence. To account it
" all joy" to suffer for the Master, is, no doubt, a high spiritual
attainment-and oile, alas! in our day, exceedingly rare-yet there
are those whom grace mightily constrains to that end, and their
examples shine forth with remarkable brilliance. In every age
suoh Christ-like witnesses have been forthooming. The Apostolic
and imm,ediately succeeding periods were rich in the possession of
them. The blessed Reformation in our own country furnished a
noble army of such, and their recorded utterances, when called to
seal their faith in JESUS and His blood, refresh our hearts not a
little when we read them. The measure of our readiness to su.tfer
for CHRIST is in reality the measure of our faith in Him. Daniel
in the lion's den, and the three Hebrews in the fiery furnace, reaped
a rich harvest of Divine compensation from their crosses. They
trusted their God in their extremity, and yielded not a tittle to
the attempts of evil men to seduoe them from their profession of
JEHOVAH'S Name, and He did not fail to orown their testimony
with honour. Oh, what an all-suffioiency there is in our GOD
for those who know that to them it is given not only to believe
iu CHRIST, but also" to suffer for His sake" (Phi!. i. 29). What
we need, beloved, is more ohildlike, implicit trust in GOD when
we are put to the test by being called to witness to His holy
truth-a trust which leaves to Him how to provide for us-and
how to magnify His all-sufficiency in our behalf. And what
oompensation at GOD'S hand is more preoious to Ilis childr<ln
than the consciousness that He is pleased with their service of
patient suffering? Let us, then, dwell more habitually on His
all-fulness of love, wisdom, grace, meroy, strength, and salvation.
The well of His counsel is very deep, and we may both safely
and with joy draw out of its blessed depths.
The days in which we live demand a martyr spirit among the
LORD'S true people. The professing ChuriJhes are slumbering and
sleeping while the BR1D:EGIWOM is preparing to oome for His
Bride. Yea"The very Bride her portion
And calling hath forgot,
An~ seeks for easo and glory
Whel'o Thou, hor LORD, art not."

How imperfeotly are latter-day Christians proving the all·
sufficiency of their Covenant GOD by willingly suffering for the
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oause of His pure truth, the free-graoe dootrines of the Gospel,
and the spJ'efLd of His Word in a malignant world, and in the
pleasure-loving ohurches of all denominations! Did we grasp
more firmly the reality and certainty that" our sufficiency 'is of
Gon," we should pay little heed to the opposition and contempt of
unspiritul11 men.
1. And lastly, our all-sufficiency in GOD may well minister
boldness in prospect of our last" change "-the putting off this
tabernacle, in which we groan. What an inexpressible privilege
is that whioh belongs to all gracious believers, of knowing that
"all things" are theirs (1 Oor. iii. 21-23). Yet, alas, how fitfully
do they apprehend the glorious fact! "All things are yours! "
'1'he Divine declaration is overwhelming in its truthfulness, subRtauce, and certainty. Sufficiency! What more oould the GOD
of salvation say to His needy ones? And among the things
onumerated in the Ohristian deed of gift we find .e death" itself
"For all things are yours; whether Paul, or Apollos, or Oephas,
or the world, or life, or death, or thing'S present, or things to
come; all are yours; and ye are OHRIST'S;. and OHRIST is GOD'S."
lie who is Heir of all things, and in whom His accepted people
share with Him all He has, is the Risen One. "The sting of
death" cannot touch the justified sinner, for OHRIST has meritoriously spoiled the law of its power to inflict a penal death on
one whom GOD accounts unblameable. Death, in the oase of the
believer in OHRIST risen, is but an instantaneous transition from
a life of faith to a life of vision-face to face oommunion with
the LORn of glory.
"One gentle sigh their fetters break;
We scarce can say, 'they're gone!"
Before the willing spirit takes
Her mansion near the throne.
"On barps of gold they praise His name,
His face they always view;
Then let us follow<Jrs be of them,
That we ma.y praise Him too."

And as dear JOHN NEWTON, in another of his precious compOSItions, says,
"Burdened and groaning then no more,
My rescued soul shall sing,
As up the shining path I soar,
, Death! thou hast lost thy sting!'"

Our GOD is ·all-sufficient for all the dying circumstances of His
dear children, and their death, we know, is "precious in the
JESUS is singularly nigh His redeemed
sight of the LORD."
ones when they draw near the end of their warfare and
pilgrimage.
"When thou passest through the waters, I will be
with thee," is a promise He lovingly causes His followers by
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grace to hope upon, and one He never fails to honour when the
testing time arrives. The article of death affords the last
opportunity for GOD'S grace to be displayed, and we may be
confident that Satan shall be suffered no victory when that hour
overtakes us, dear fellow-believers. "Thanks be to GOD, which
giveth us the victory, through our LORD JESUS CHRIST." In a
spirit of holy confidence in the all-sufficiency of our All-sufficient
GOD, let us, brethren, anticipate nothing but victory in that
eventful hour when JESUS shall claim in us "the travail of His
soul."
Well may we adopt the following lines, from an
anonymous pen, and often speak to our own hearts in these
sweet words:" Be with me in the valley,
When heart and flesh shall fail,
And softly, safely lead me on
Until within the veil;
Then faith shall turn to gladness,
To find myself with Thee.
And trembling hope shall realize
Her full felicity.

" And gently shall they bear me,
Through that bright company,
Towards the brighter throne of Him
Who died to ransom me ;
No further guidance needing,
Together shall we bend,
And; bless the grace that, loving
once,
Hath loved me to the end.

" Angels shall gather round me,
And joyous greeting give;
A sinner brought from sinful
earth,
With them in bliss to live.
But angel!!> shall be silent,
While dearer spirits press,
To mingle with my gushing joy
Their calmer happiness.

" Be with me in the valley,
When heart and :flesh shall fail,
And softly, safely lead me on
Until within the veil.
And, SA,VIOUR, deal as gently
With those I leave behind,
Till each shall in our i:eavenly
home
As sweet a welcome find."

Oh, for grace, then, day by day, to live upon the soul-satisfying
truth, "our sufficiency is of GOD."
THE EDITOR.

"MANIFOLD TEMPTATIONS."-W e have manifold evils in us, which
require manifold afflictions to subdue them. And when God intends us
manifold blessings, He appoints manifold troubles to bring us to the
enjoyment of them. Thus the heart is humbled, And prepared for
their reception.-Rev. J. Be1'1'iclge.
THE light of the sun is neiLher parted nor diminished by being
imparted to many several people and nations that behold it at one
time; nor is the righteousness of the Sun of Righteousness either
lessened to Himself or to individual believers by many partaking of it
at once. It is wholly conferred upon each one of them, and remains
whole in himself. Hence it is, that not only Christ invites so liberally
sinners to come to Him, but even justified persons would so gladly
draw all others to lay hold on this righteousness of their Redeemer,
knowing well, that if all the world were enriched by it, they them.
llelves would be no whit the poorer.-A1'chbishop Leighton.
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WAITING.
"So the poor of the flock that waited upon' Me, knew that it was the
Word of the Lord."-ZECHARIAH xi. 11.
WHETHER we wait for God, or upon Him, how wise it is, and how
good, to wait. As His servants, dear brethren, it becomes us well to
wait at the posts of His doors, and to receive from Him the
communications of His fatherly will concerning us. As husbandmen ,
engaged in our appointed fields of labour, we are bidden to wait for
the former and- the latter rain in their season. As watchmen in the
night look for the dawning of the day, and await its faintest beams
with joyful expectation, knowing that relief from their cheerless,
solitary occupation will then be at hand, so the believer in Christ is
called upon to anticipate by faith that morning without clouds, when
eternal rest from care and anxious watchfulness shall be ministered
unto him. Oh, brethren, who can foretel the bliss of realizing that
we no longer need watch and pray, for sin, the flesh, the devil,
and the world shall distress ns no more! At present, we need
wait and watch with unslumbering diligence. But, apart from that
waiting upon God which is inseparable from our circumstances in
a sinful world, there are other conditions of devout waiting, with
which "the poor of the flock" are familiar, as:1. For Direction. IsraeL in the wilderness went just as they were
led. When the pillar of fire by night moved, they followed it.
When the pillar of cloud by day was lifted up, they struck their
tents for the journey. Yet their life besides was a constant waiting
for God. Sometimes they tarried many months at one spot, but
their rest was subject to revelation of the Divine will, at any
moment. Thus their experience was one of habitual waiting. And
thus, too, it is with "the poor of the flock" of Christ. They have
no fixed dwelling on earth. They are " strangers" in the earth.
They live by the day.
They wait continually on Him who has
promised, "I will guide thee with Mine eye." And, beloved, is not
a truly blessed lot ours, to depend wholly on One who knoweth
the way that we take, and is able to supply all our need ~ We
walk by faith.
Sight is delusive.
"Things are not what they
seem." We may not judge by the outward appearance. The hand
of our God is invisible to reason and sense. That is why the
Lord, when He passed by, hid Moses in the rock-cleft. Faith,
however, has an eye which can endure to behold" His hand," and
she well knows that "there is the hiding of His power" (Habakkuk
iii. 4).
Faith has beheld wondrous things performed by that
directing hand, when flesh and blood had been brought to their
wits' end.
Yes, happy is that soul whose reliance on the Divine
promise
"Laughs at impossibilities,
And says, It shall be done ! "
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To "wait" for the guidance of the God of the promises is to obtain
certain direction, whether perplexity arise from providential or from
spiritual causes. "I will guide thee with Mine eye" is a decree
as firm as that which for six thousand years has "rolled the stars
along" unerringly in their orbits, for that they "all are His
servants."
"Who through heaven is guiding
Stars, by thousands gliding,
Thousand paths providing,He guideth, decideth
For thee and me."
. 2. For Counsel. It is good to " wait" on the God of Wisdom, for it
thus He increases knowledge in the hearts of His children. ,. The
poor of the flock" are, naturally, silly sheep. But with their loving,
gracious Shepherd there is wisdom, infinite wisdom. He "takes His title
from His work of enlightening the understanding of the fl09k"Wonderful, Counsellor." Thoso who truly wait upon Him le!:\rn
sweetly to know " the Word of the Lord." The" beginning" of wisdom,
that is, as the margin of Proverbs i. 7 renders the original, "the principal·
part" of it, is found in that holy" fear" which begets a constant habit of
" waiting" on God for the knowledge of His will. Those who have
proved in their experience the blessedness of bringing all things to the
Lord in prayer know how ready He ever is to shed light on the pathway
of distress and anxiety, and to vouchsafe supplies of that counsel which
is profitable and precious. On the other hand, what sad mistakes have
been made by every believer in the course of his chequered life through
seeking counsel from man, and especially from self! Left to ourselves,
we are influenced by the false principles which actuate the world, and
needs must go astray. It is a mark of lively grace to be able to turn
pl'omptly to the "Only Wise" when circumstances perplex, and our
minds are about to reason upon them. " He that harkeneth unto cQunsel
is wise" (Prov. xii. 15). Who gave J oseph counsel to provide against
the years of Egyptian famine ~ Whence did king Solomon draw his rich
supplies of wisdom and counsel ~ And the infinite depths of' J ehovah's
wisdon are to-day all that they were in the times of J oseph and Solomon.
Let us, and all "the poor of the flock," then, give ourselves more entirely
to this happy occupation of "waiting" upon the Excellent in Counsel
for further supplies of His inestimable gift. Dear brethren, we shall
need it. The days are evil. The temptation to seek counsel from "the
wise in this world" becomes daily more subtle and strong. And let us
never forget that "the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God."
It follows, of course, that if we walk by the rule of God's wisdom we
shall be accounted fools by the worldly-wise. Be it so. "Wisdom is
justified of her children," sooner or later. We can afford to " wait" for
that event. We know whom we have believed. His Word, we also
know, is "settled for ever in heaven," and cannot fail. Oh, let us be
wise, very wise in the wisdom of God!
3. For Stre;ngth.
Yes, indeed, for the believer's God bears the
significant name of "The Strength of Israel," of whom it is added that
He "will not lie." . That is, He will never belie His character as the
Strength of His trusting ones. The Spirit of Truth is the mighty
IS
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Worker of strength in the saints. "Not by might [h1tman], nor by power
[of man], but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts" (Zech. iv. 6).
As we observed last month upon the perfecting of God's strength in
the weakness of His children-and, inasmuch as we have joyfully heard
that the "Notes" were made spiritually sweet to the soul of one of the
most tTitd of our beloved readers-the present point need not b& enlarged
upon here. But it. may be recorded as an interesting and an instructive
fact that God exhorts His people upwards of twenty times in the Bible
in the two words, "Be strong!" Surely, this command is inseparable
from a supply of strength, as really as when Jesus addressed the man
whose hand was withered, "Stretch forth thine hand" (Luke vi. 10).
It is recorded, "He did so," and, 10, the withered member was whole!
Let no poor weakling, then, in God's family fail to hearken to that Word
of the King, "Be strong.'~ Oh yes, it has again and again been fulfilled,
" So the poor of the flock that waited upon Me knew that it was the Word
of the Lord," Beloved fellow-believer in Christ, it is for you and me to
know that" Be strong " is the faithful, effectual" Word of the Lord. '
"There's not an if to foul the stream,
Or pe,'adventu,'e there."
4. And, lastly, for PTese1'vation. We" wait," and by His grace we
will daily" wait," to be "kept" by Him who has condescended to
make us His own. Already we have cost Him much, but we shall
not cost Him so much again. The blood that bought us will not be
required to be shed again. The Bethlehem manger-scene will never be
renewed for us. Gethsemane and Golgotha will never, no never, be
repeated. We shall not cost Him these unutterable woes a second
time. But, since we have cost Him these, we may fully trust Him to
watch over such dearly-bought possessions. HeTe is our security for
the days to come. Whatever betide the precious sons of Zioncomparable to fine gold - their pricelessness in the sight of their
Redeemer insures their being" preserved" unto the heavenly kingdom.
The eyes of their Royal Possessor are upon them continually.
"Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of My hands"
(Isaiah xlix. 16). They are consequently ever before Him. Oh, think
of it, beloved in Christ! Think of being "graven" on the palms of
Jehovah's hands! The great ones in the earth may grave in costly
marbles their names, and deeds, and praises, but what then ~ The fair
marbles themselves perish in course of the ages, or are broken to
fragments by the ruthless hands of man, but the poorest member of
Christ's flock, whose name in the earth may be of no reputation, being
graven on the hands of the Ancient of Days, is assured of an everlasting
name that shall not be cut off. Tl).en, too, remember we Who it is that
keeps us. Ah, yes, as dear JOHN HARINGTON EVANS once said: "It
requires a whole Trinity to keep a saint of God!" Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, by a three-fold cord, bind together in the bundle of eternal
life, with Themselves, the frailest member among" the poor of the flock."
"Hallelujah! life nor death,
Powers above, nor powers beneath,
Satan's might, nor hell's dark gloom,
Things which are, nor things to come,
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Men nor angels, e'er shall part
Christ's own Church from Christ's own heart! "

That witness is true-to the praise of the glory of God's grace.
Then, brethren beloved, let us "wait," and still "wait," on the
God of the Word, leaving in His all-loving hands all our interests,
ourselves, and our future. He will manage everything wisely, and,
in the end, will surprise us with the absolute identity of His
promises and His performances, His Word and His work, His grace
and His glory.
" The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose,
Re will not, Re will not desert to his foes;
That soul, though all hell should ende:1Vour to shake,
Jehovah will never, no never forsake."
These, and many such like considerations are they which warrant
the command, "Say ye to the righteous, It shall be well with
him."
J. O.
SOLID COMFORT FOR "LITTLE FAITHS."
OUR precious Christ lays hold· on believers and they follow Him.
Will Christ be easily p~rsuaded to let go the hold of His own
right ~ Will He throw them out of His hand ~ That would be
changeableness, and unfaithfulness after His promise. Shall any ever
pluck them out of His hand ~ That would be weakness. Faith
cleaves to Christ and Christ to faith. Faith hands Christ into the
heart, and gives Him possession; Christ takes the heart as His own
property; "That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith"
(Eph. iii. 17). and engageth Himself that both He and His Father
shall abide with them (John xiv. 23). Will any gracious heart cast Christ
out of His lodging ~ He that knows the sweetness of their company,
will never desire to have their room. Doth Christ dwell in the heart
to let sin pull His house down' ~ Will He suffer Satan to burn up
His dwelling ~ It is His own house-the Church, and every member
of it.
Christ hath a charge also to perfect His dear children; not to lose
one of those given to Him by His Father. "That of all which He
hath given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again
at the last day" (John vi. 39). This is 'My Father's absolute and
immutable will, and He hath sent Me to perform this will that of
every person He hath given Me, I shall lose none of them, not the
meanest, weakest believer, not one mite or grain of grace should be
lost, but "I should raise it all up at the last day." Blessed truth
and'solid comfort. It is as impossible for an elect person to fall
away and perish. as it is for Christ, who is one with the Father, to
act contrary to His Father's will.-Chamock's " Weak Grace Vict01'ious."
I HAVE many times found it no small exercise of faith and
patience to have two roads placed before me, without any ray of light
to mark which is right.
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i}iIgrim lapus.
A FEAST FOR JESUS.
(MATT.

xxvi. 6·13;

'MARK

xiv. 3-9;

JOHN

xii. 1-8.)

THE Lord's people are familiar with the precious truth that He has
made a feast for them: a "feast of fat things" (Isaiah xxv. 6); a
bountiful, continual. and eternal feast; hut some, at least, are not so
familiar with the thought that He condescends to allow us to make a
feast for Him. It is recorded, however, that "Levi made Him a
great feast in his own house" (Luke v. 29); and in these passages
we read of some who loved Him at Bethany, that. "there they
made Him a supper" (John x.ii. 2). This precious privilege was not
confined to the few years of His sojourn here, but is, in a spiritual
sense, the privilege of all who love Him at all times. The gracious
word spoken to the Church at Laodicea is still true: "Behold, I
stand at the door, and knock; if any man hear My voice, and open
the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him and he with
Me" (Rev. iii. 20).
The Jews, as a whole, were violently shutting the door in His
face, yea, "they took counsel together for to put Him to death"
(John xi. 53); but there was even then a remnant according to the
election of grace, who took counsel together to honour and please
Him to the utmost of their power. "They made Him a supper."
It matters nothing to us what were the ingredients of the feast,
it was the love that prompted it, and was manifest in it, that was
the real feast to the heart of Jesus. It was a love feast. Every
one of the people who made it was moved, we may be assured,
by love-true, deep, intelligent love to Jesus.
There was "Simon the leper," a man who had been afflicted by
the painful, loathsome, fatal disease of leprosy, and had been healed
by the grace and power of Jesus. Healed, no doubt, in soul as
well as in body. Surely he loved Him, and would find great
delight in giving up his house and spending his money to make a
feast for Him.
There was Lazarus, who, as we know, was loved by Jesus, who
had been raised from death by Him. Surely he loved Him, and
would find his heaven in sittin!!' at the table with Him.
There was Martha, ever acti~e and useful. She knew that Jesus
lovad her. She was full of grateful love that He had raised her
brother. Surely she loved Him, and found the labour of serving
that day a glad service of love.
Then, last but not least, there was Mary, who was of a teachable,
receptive spirit, who had sat at His feet, who had learned to know
Him as perhaps none beside had done. She loved Him intensely;
one may say passionately. She is glad as any to make the feast,
to be present at the feast, to see Him loved and honoured, but
all this does not satisfy the yearning love of her heart. Shall she
speak out her emotions ~ She has no words full enough, warm
enough. No, she cannot give expression to her feelings in words.
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Yet she must do something. She has one hoarded treasure, an
alabaster box of precious ointment. Shall she give Him this 1 She
knows that His love led Rim to give His best, to give Himself
for her, and she will give her best to Him. She knows His
precious body is going to be broken for her, and she will break
her alabaster box for Him. She knows He is about to pour out
His soul unto death for her, and she will pour out her valued
spikenard for Him. She knows that He is the Anointed One of
God, and she too will anoint Him. She has no command to do
such a thing, but love needs no commands. It will express a little
of her love. It will rehesh the spirit of her adorable Lord, and
this is motive power enough. She quietly goes for her treasure.
She breaks the seal of the box. She pours the ointment on His
head (Matthew xxvi. 7). Not satisfied, she takes the humbler place
and anoints His feet (John xii. 3); not satisfied, she wipes His feet
with her hair; not satisfied, she would do more if she could.
It was this love which was the real feast to Jesus then, and it is
love like this which makes a feast for Him now.
Lovers of Jesus, however, need not expect that all their friends
and fellow-believers will appreciate unusual, self-sacrificing devotion
of love. The very thing which pleases Him, may offend them. It
was not only Judas who said, "Why was not this ointment sold for
three hundred pence, and given to the poor 1" But others also, truehearted followers of Jesus, fell into the snare, and, within themselves, said the same.
What can Mary do in such a tumult of reproach 1 What shall
she say to defend herself 1 She did the very best thing possible
under the circumstances-she left it all with Jesus 1 She knows
that by Him "actions are weighed I> correctly, and that to Him
the deep hidden springs of thought and feeling are known fully and
completely.
Them that honour Him He will honour, and defend all who
earnestly sflek to please Him now, as He defended Mary then. He
rebuked those who reproached her, with the words, "Let her alone;
why trouble ye her 1" He gave His own estimate of her loveprompted action in words never to be forgotten, "She hath wrought
a good work on Me." cc She hath done what she could." Ho
showed an appropriateness in the act, which, perhaps, had no place
in Mary's mind and heart: "She is come aforehand to anoint My
body to the burying." And He told how greatly He valued the act
as the legitimate fruit of His grace operating on the heart and life:
"Verily, I say unto you, Wheresoever this Gospel shall be preached
throughout the whole world, this also that she hath done shall be
spoken of for a memorial of her."
Was it not then a feast for Jesus 1 Was He not gratified and
refreshed 1 Surely, yes! And is He not "the same yesterday, today, and for ever 1" Does He not appreciate the heart's affection of
His people now as much as He did then 1
Let us cherish in ourselves, and seek to encourage in others, this
personal love to Jesus. Let the Simons who have been healed of the
leprosy of sin, and who have houses aRd purses, open both for Him.
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Let the Lazaruses who have been raised from a death cc in trespasses
and sins" delight to "sit at meat" with Him, so that whether they
eat, or drink, or whatsoever they do, they may do all to the glory
of God. Let the Marthas seek some service suited to their oircumstances and abilities, and find delight in it because it is for Him.
Let the Marys, who have sat at His feet, who know His mind
and heart, who bask in the sunshine of His love, devise fresh
methods of expressing the responsive love of their hearts. Let
each one separately, and many united together, seek, while time
and opportunity last, to make another feast for Jesus.
Bristol.
H. WELCHMAN.
WELL-SPRINGS.
"In a moment."-l COlUNl'HIANS xv. 52.
THERE are many instances of glad surprise in Holy Scripture, but
notably those of revelation in grace and glory, to which every child of
God can set his seal, ~nd experience within that which thrilled the
heart alike of Old and New 'restament saint: whilst each Bible
student will have readily noticed that as Jesus was curing bodily'
ailments-healing the sick, giving sight to the blind, hearing to the
deaf, and strength to the lame, He exercised, in the majority of
. cases, His spiritual healing, and, pointing to sin's outcome of suffering,
revealed also Himself the Great Physician alike of body and soul.
"Son, be of good cheer, thy sins are forgiven thee," said He to the
man sick of the palsy, whom they brought unto Him to be healed,
as in other like instances.
Was it not a glad surprise to Peter's wife's mother when Jesus
" touched her hand, and the fever left her, and she arose and ministered
unto Him," her Great Physician and Saviour ~ One moment sick of
a fever, and the next clothed and in her right mind, looking upon
and ministering unto her Divine Healer! One word from Jesus as He
passes by the receipt of custom, and Matthew is gathered out from
his daily cares of tolls and taxes, to follow his Lord and Master!
She, too, who sought to creep behind and, if so be, just to touch
but the hem of His garment, unseen, unnoticed in the press, is met
with the unexpected love-directed gaze of her Lord, turning Himself
about, and speaking words of life to her; yes, to her, vile, lost sinner
as she felt herself to be, with that marvellous condescension, "Daughter,
be of good comfort, thy faith hath made thee whole."
And oh, how gladdened must the hearts of those bereaved disciples,
and those lonely women have been when, as they gathered themselves
together to converse on the disappearance of their Lord from the
sepulchre, and the angel's message, their absent Lord appears unto
them with His blessed accostation, "All hail!" How they showed
their devoted love and mourning at His absence, when He thus comes
again unto them, for Matthew tells us, "They held Him by the feet,
and worshipped Him," But space forbids my enlarging upon many
similar instances: such as His coming to them on the water, when they
were weary with toiling and rowing, with the enlivening words, "Be of
good cheer; it is I; be not afraid;" or of the blind man, gazing for
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the first timll upon nature, and the Lord of nature and grace; of the
dead man brought to know the power of the Lord of Resurrection life
and glory; of Zaccheus, called to his house to entertain his Saviour
King; of that heavenly Stranger's company on that quiet Emmaus
journey, and of His making Himself known to them in the breaking
of bread. The thoughtful reader will find many other instances brought
to mind where the great Revealer of secrets spoke the word of life
and power. " , I th(~t speak unto thee am He,.' and, as such, what I am
to thee now in grace, much more so will I be unto thee in glory."
Glimpses of glory He sometimes privileges His children to, just as He
gave that sweet foretaste on the Mount of Transfiguration, when, with
their hearts burning of holy joy, one of them exclaims for the company,
"Master, it is good for us to be here."
Was it not a sweet surprise
and privileged moment thus in their time-state to be "eye witnesses
of His majesty," to see two glorified saints amid heaven's transcendent
light ~ Likewise also was it thus to that favoured little band of
followers when, in the sublime language of Luke's Gospel, their Lord
"led them out as far as to Bethany, and He lifted up His hands and
blessed them. And it came to pass while He blessed them He was
parted from them, and carried up into heaven. And they worshipped
Him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy." Their loss was to
be His gain; yea, their gain, as viewed in the light of eternity. His
entrance into glory was to gain for them that abundant -entrance,
when the eternal gates shall be lifted up, and the- expectant angelic
host shall usher in every heir of glory. By-and-by the myriads of
heaven shall sing the same song of triumph, when the last ransomed
one is ushered in with the words of victory from their kingly King,
"Behold, I, and the children whom Thou hast given Me."
Those are the crown jewels, and with such honour shall they be
introduced into their glorious possession, their eternal destiny! This
word of promise-" in a moment "-refers primarily to our Lord's coming
again, that Second Advent which is the expectant joy and blessed
hope of every child of God. That our redemption draweth nigh, is
much evidenced by events aronnd, and that increased holy longing
which marks the spiritual career of each child of God. We know
what it has been to expect the return of an earthly beloved; yea, and as
the hour drew near for his approach, how eagerly the heart longed
as the ear strained for those coming footsteps! And is it not so of
Him who has said, "I will see you again ~ " Are not His redeemed
ones, those strangers and pilgrims in the earth, eagerly expecting the
return of Him whose clouds are the dust of. His feet 1
We shall not all die; whilst for those whose precious redeemed
dust lies "waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of the
body," we have the blessed truth, which gilds the sorrow, that the
Lord of life and glory sanctified the grave by His own body for
every believer who is called to pass that way into life eternal. " For
if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which
sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him. For this we say unto you
by the Word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto
the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.
For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with
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the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the
dead in Ohrist shall rise first: then we which are alive and remain
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the
Lord in the air: and so shall we be ever with the Lord."
" They who live on earth rema.ining
Till Thy coming ne'er shall die,
Never need a resurrectionSimply gathering to the sky;
In a moment!
In the twinkling of an eye."
But times and seasons are in His gracious keeping, and it may be
that to some of us the eager longing of that glad word, "For ever,"
shall be fulfilled ere this year 1896 has run its course. What then 1
" Should we die, then resurrection!
Then the glorious mystery!
Raised to know a long perfeotion,
In Thy likeness we shall be,
In a moment,
Raised to immortality!"
Not that our God ever acts in haste. This moment of His return has
been dated from all eternity. To the world lying in wickedness,
however, in spite of His word, "Behold, I come quickly," to the
world His return to judge will be suddenly, unexpectedly, "as a
thief;" but unto those to whom it is given to watch, and wait, and
long, and expect, as the fruition of all their hopes and joys, that
"in a moment" will be their long looked for day-dawn of an end.
less life of joy. Beloved, may we be thus watching and waiting.
It is our blessed portion and privilege, just as the Old Testament
saints were looking and longing for the first Advent, so shall not
we be in daily glad expectation of the fulfilment of His promise,
"I will come again and receive you unto Myself, that where I am,
there also shall My servant be 1" In a moment to be gathered home,
01' to be awakened in His likeness!
Oh, sweet surprise! Be it
from the couch of lingering suffering, by painful disease, or in the
midst~of life, that joyous surprise, "in a moment," shall be the portion
of every elect vessel of mercy.
In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, parted from these lowlands of sorrow and death, and heaven's eternal abode of joy and
peace. In a moment, from the depths of gloom to the heights of
bliss! In a moment, from being a partaker of grace, to be constituted
with Him eternally an heir of glory.
In a moment, all partings over, all clouds swept away, to the glorious
perpetual sunshine of Emmanuel's presence-in a moment, never again to
mourn an absent Saviour, but to possess in fulness a present Lord of
glory. .In a moment, no parting floods to divide two hosts, no Ohurch
militant to take up the refrain of the Ohurch triumphant, but one living
host of redeemed ones, who shall go no more out from those eternal
mansions, but are ever with their Lord. The Lord grant, by revelation
grace and glory, that these things shall lift our hearts above; and ,by faith
seek to plant even now our foot down upon our true inheritanci. " My
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own belief is," says one, "that Jesus comes for every child of His, and
that we do not know that we 31'e passing under those dark portals, as we
speak, by which we enter another golden chamber of the King's,
larger than this and lovelier." Jesus has come to possess us, and we are
with Jesus! His light and love so surround us that we see no darkness.
"The day dawns, and all the shadows flee away."
A precious hymn has come to hand since the foregoing was written,
and corresponding as it does so exactly with our subject, it may not
seem out of place to add it here.
"IN A MOMENT, IN THE TWINKLING OF
(1 COBINTHUNS xv. 52.)

AN EYE."

*

.. IN

a moment"-oh, how wondrous!
.. In the twinkling of an eye."
.. Face to face" to be with Jesus,
Through a long eternity!
Come, dear Saviour, quickly come,
Take Thy waiting people home.

" In a moment," loved and lost ones,
" In the twinkling of an eye,"
Roused by theArchangel's summons,
Shall be "caught up" to the sky.
We and they-it is Thy WordShall be for ever with the Lord.

"In a moment," sin shall vanish,
"In the twinkling of an eye."
Thy blest presence grief shall banish,
Hush for aye the mourner's cry;
Saints, your hearts with triumph
raise,
Sing e'en now a song of pr'aise.

"In a moment," we shall see Him,
" In the twinkling of an eye,"
He whom now we love and trust
in
Shall be always, ever nigh.
Ne'er again His love we'll grieve,
Ne'er again His presence leave.

"In a moment" - thought how
precious!
" In the tWinkling of an eye,"
We shall trace Thy ways mysterious,
Learn them there without a sigh.
.. Darkly now" we see Thy grace,
Then it will ~e, " face to face."

.. In a moment," Christ descending,
" In the twinkling of an eye,"
Shall begin His reign unending,
King of kings, enthroned on
high.
Come, dear Saviour, let us there,
In Thy power and triumph share.

May the Lord grant His richest blessing, and comfort any bereaved
heart who mourns one "absent from the body." Let such'remember
that is the earthly side, and in the consideration of which nature weeps.
The heavenly side is, "present with the Lord; " and when we thus think
of our beloveds' joy, and their Redeemer's joy, faith sings above nature's
sorrow. For one moment there, and they would not exchange that glory
for ten thousand worlds j whilst we who remain, and wait our appointed
time, have the blessed hope that we shall go to them, and whether we
wake or sleep it shall be well. Suddenly, in a moment, all sin shall cease;
He will cut off His enemies, "destroy death and him that hath the power
of death," usher in glory, take to Himself His great power and reign;
and the saints that come with Him, they who are fallen asleep, and we
that remain, shall be gathered in one eternal, inseparable union with the
Lord our Redeemer.
R.
IF I were Regius Professor of Divinity to-morrow, I would resign
the digp.ity to any man for a little brokenness of hearL-Buchanan.
.. .. Hymns for the Waiting Church."
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THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:IN HIS ASCENSION.

" JIe is altogethel' lovel!J."-SOLOMON'S SONG v. 16.
FOR forty dr.ys Jesus sojourned on earth after His resurrectiuD, showing
Himself alive by many infallible proofs to witnesses chosen before of
God (Acts i. 3). At length the appointed period arrived, when, after
so long an absence doing His Father's will, the Son of His love must
return home. Leading His disciples out as far as Bethany, whilst in
the act of bestowing npon them His gracious blessing, Jesus was parted
from them and carrie 1 up into heaven, a cloud receiving Him out of
their sight (Luke xxiV'. 50, 51; Acts i. 9). Thus was accomplished
the departure of which He had so often spoken. The ascension of the
Lord Jesus was the triumphant return of the Conqueror to His glorious
kingdom, in fulfilment of the ancient prophecy, "J~ift up your heads,
o ye gfLtea; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of
glory shall come in" (Psalm xxiv. 7). The prophets in many places
refer to the same unspeakably sublime event in the most glowing
language. (See Isaiah. lxiii. 1-3, &c.)
The ascension of Ohrist was typically set forth by the entering of
the h~gh priest into the holy of holies, bearing the names of Israel on
his breast-plate, and the atonement he had wrought in his hands.
There, hidden for a time from the sight of Israel, he continued his
work on their behalf (Heb. x.). So, hidden for a while from the sight
of His people, the Lord Jesus, having finished the work of salvation,
still continues to maintain their cause until the end of this dispensation, when He shall come in the clouds of heaven, with power and
great glory, to fetch His ransomed home.
There is, however, a striking distinction, explained by the Apostle
in Hebrews x. 11, 12; which consists in the fact that whereas the
priests "stood" ministering, the Lord Jesus, after He had offered one
sacrifice for sins for ever, "sat dO'lvn on the right hand of God." This
teaches us that when our great High Priest had finished the work of
redemption He entered into His rest; even as God rested the seventh
day from all His works when He. had ended the creation of the
world and all that therein is. There is something very instructive and
pleasing to the believing heart in this sweet truth. It speaks to us
of salvation's finished work; and of the ushering in, by the dear
Saviour's ascension, of an altogether new dispensation for the Church
militant on earth, wherein the active Agent is (neither the Father nor
the Son, but) the Holy Spirit.
NeverthelesEt, though redemption's work was finished before Jesus
left this earth, He still is doing something on behalf of that portion
of His Ohurch yet in the "vale of tears." Indeed, He ascended into
the glory which He had with the Father before the world was, that
He might accomplish in His glorified body the work of the High Priest
in the most holy place of all.
He is there, in the first place, as the Representative of the Ohurch
militant; in the second place, to intercede for her; in the third place,
to prepare for her ascension in due time; and, in the fourth place, to
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wait the time of full victory-" expecti~g till His enemies be made
His footstool" (Heb. x. 13). We briefly consider these points:
1. Christ Jesus is in glory as the Rep1'esentative of His people on
earth. Just exactly as the high priest, in the holy of holies, clad in
his garments of glory and beauty, represented Israel, when the atonement was completed, and he passed within the veil with the precious
blood in his hand, there to be presented and sprinkled, Israel entered
in him; so the glorified High Priest within the veil represents those for
whom He offered up Himself on the brazen altar without the veil. By
that one offering perfected, His Ohurch is IN HIM complete (Col. ii. 10),
approved (Rom. xvi. 10), arid accepted (Eph. i.6).
2. Intercession is made by Him continually for His members who are
as yet exposed to the temptations of the wilderness. His intercession
is their security. It was so in His days on earth. Foreseeing Peter's
terrible fall, the dear Saviour prayed for him. Ohrist's prayer was
Peter's salvation. Christ's look carried it home to Peter's heart
(Luke xxii. 32). This same Jesus ever liveth to make intercession
for those who come unto God by Him (Heb. vii. 25). This suits
those who cannot come by themselves. If Jesus, the Advocate before
the glory-throne, will undertake our case, all must be well. His intercession is all-prevailing. It is the incense from the golden censer,
perfumed by which the petitions of the saints find acceptance with
God; and because of its virtue and grace they receive llnSWeJS to
their prayers. Thus, the High Priest is the one only MEdiator, and
no man cometh unto the Father but by Him (John xiv. 6).
3. The next part of the ascended Lord's work is the P1'epamtion of
a place for the people who, by His Spirit, are prepared for the place.
He comforted the hearts of His dear disciples with the sweet assurance,
"I go to prepare a place for you" (John xiv. 2). The preparation of
the people and the place precedes their entrance into glory. As one
by' one they enter the pearly gates, the High Priest Himself welcomes
them in, that "where He is there they may be also." . Lastly:
4. The Oovenant Head of the Ohurch is there waiting the final victory,
"expecting till His enemies be made His footstool."
What a very
precious truth it is, that Jesus is in heaven doing just exactly what
His saints on earth are doing-waiting and looking jorwa1'd ! Therefore, in that rest of faith (for "we which have believed do enter into
rest "), in patient waiting, and in blessed anticipation of final triumph,
the dear. children of grace here below have present fellowship with
their now glorified and exalted Redeemer within the veil.
Bath.
E. O.
YE cumbered disciples, hear and receive your Lord's loving reproof,
"Ye are careful and troubled about many things: but one thing is
needful" (Luke x. 42). Oh for a single eye to look unto Jesus, an
humble heart to sit at His feet, and a simple soul to hear and believe
every word which proceeds from His gracious lips, that we may know
the love of Christ-constantly know it, by a heartfelt sens of it. This,
this is the one thing needful to make pOOl' sinners rich, vile sinners
holy, and miserable sinners happy in time, and joyful to all eternity.lViffiam Mason.
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY 1"
"In a little wrath I hid My face f1'om thee."-ISAIAH liv.· 8.
" We shall De saved f1'om wmth through .lIim."-ROMANS v. 8, V.
SIN upon tho conscience, manifested by the Divine Spirit, is sure to
bring a sense of merited wrath. Some secret sin brought to knowledge,
or open violation of the will of our Father, awakens in the believer
a dread of the hiding of His face; and though led immediately to confess
the sin, and detail humbly before our God all the aggravating circumstances of it, blilwailing, yet desiring, a deeper sense of its heinousness,
there is the consciousness of needed chastisement, such as one recalls
to mind having seen in a very little child, who held out his arm for
the gentle shake he had been wont to get when doing contrary to his
father's will. Yet the enemy of souls seeks to blind us with. fear of
wrath, and so disparago the grace of our God, which "where sin
aboundeth, grace doth much more abound," and the atoning work of
the Lord Jesus, who put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself, and
whose Word assures us, "If we confess our sins [present- tense sins J,
lIe is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness." "The law worketh wrath," and Satan knows
well how to use the Scriptures to beget a legal spirit in us, which is
sure to hinder communion, and create a distance from Him whom
our soul loveth, and averting of His face. How softly, how fittingly
at such a season the Divine Spirit brings to mind that precious word,
"God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being now justified by
His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him" (Rom. v. 8, 9) ;
and then, like the sweetest chimes upon bells, echoes in the soul, "In
a little wrath I hid My face from thee for a moment [I could not let
thee sin cheaply J, but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy upon
thee, saith the Lord thy Redeemer." Mercy for thy misery, and that
everlasting! For the Kinsman who bought thee with such a price,
drank the bitter cup to the dregs, which could not pass from Him in
the Covenant of redemption except He drank it! We never question
but that the heaviest weight and bruising of all the cross, shame, and
suffering the Son of God bore for our sins to be put away was endured by
Him in the terrible hiding of His Father's face, which wrung from Him
the agonizing cry, "My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken Me 1" So
when under a sense of sin, "In a little wrath I hid My face from thee,'~
are we not made in some little measure to "know the fellowship of His
sufferings 1" for is not the averted face of the Beloved, the hiding of
I1is countenance, more dreadful to the loving heart than any rod of
correction we can use 1 Yet we know He cannot allow us to "continue
in sin that grace may abound," and must avert His face" till they
acknowledge their offence and seek Me early." "A little wrath" it is
indeed, yet how sensitive is the loving soul to this little wrath, so that
exquisitely tender are the words, "Much more, being now justified,"
for that is an act that cannot be cancelled. His precious blood once
apprehended by faith, has a perpetual efficacy, never lessened at any·
moment or stage of the believer's citreer. It i~, like the Justifier,
unchangeable, more irrevocable than any law of Medes and Persians,
3
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because not altered or nullified by any after decree! Here, then, is
strong consolation indeed for such sinful creatures as we are. " In many
things w~ offend all;" "We shall be saved from wrath through Him."
This" much more" is reiterated, "much more, being reconciled, we shall be
saved by His life." Precious present salvation from wrath! "Saved by His
life," the perfection of His life and walk put to our account, and enjoyed
by faith; and "saved by His life" in us (" Christ liveth in me "),
keeping us from the power of sin, the guilt of sin, the wrath due to
sin, and the chains of sin binding and delivering us over to legal bondage,
and yet the gentle hiding of His face" for a small moment" saving us
from continuing in sin; for is not that "little wrath" that hides His
approving smile, the light of His countenance, the joy of communion,
more crucifying to sin in us than any chastisement we are called
to endure 1
So, "when the enemy cometh in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord
shall lift up a standard against him," and he is foiled by that standard,
the Word of God, with unctuous light upon it. So we apprehend afresh
by faith our justification, by the very occasion that seemed to blind us
for a season to its glorious extent and reality.
" My Beloved hath withdrawn Himself." It is the very essence of
hell that it is banishment from His presence. "Everlasting destruction
from the presence of the Lord."
How many there are who live
satisfied from day to day without any sense of His presence or desire for
it; but the soul that has once tasted the joy of communion, and the
manifestation of Himself (not in any visionary sense) by the Spirit
revealing Him in the Scriptures, will long more and more for the high
privilege and dignity, and mournfully bewail the dark shadow of sin
indulged, which comes as a cloud between the Sun of Righteousness and
the soul, even" for a small moment."
There is blessed counsel in the second Psalm, "Kiss the Son, lest He be
angry, and ye perish from the way, when His wrath is kindled but a
little." How the action of her who" kissed His feet, washing them with
hel' tears, and wiping them with the hairs of her head," illustrates this
sweet precept. Her many sins were forgiven; she was assured of it
from His own mouth when she took this lowly posture, and by the
Spirit repentance was wrought in her, and manifested in her conduct.
" Lest He be angry;" "in a little wrath I hid My face from thee for a
moment;" "kindled but a little j " "my Beloved has withdrawn
Himself." What harmony there is in the Scriptures. "Their eyes were
holden that they should not know Him;" and why 1 because of unbelief :
so He reproves them, " 0 fools, and slow of heart to believe," and" the
small moment" ends in the joyful exclamation, "Did not our heart burn
within us while He talked with us by the way, and while He opened to
us the Scriptures 1" "Turn, 0 backsliding children, for I am married
unto you." " The Lord, the God of Israel, saith that He hateth putting
away;" let us then contrast" a little wrath" with "everlasting
kindness. "
Leicester.
MARY.

IF Christ is precious to you, you have saving faith; for He is
precious to those who believe.-Romaine.
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PASTORAL NOTES.
" Oh how great is Thy goodness which Thou hast laid up for them that lea?'
Thee,. which Thou has wrought for them that trust in Thee before the sons
of men I "-PSALM xxxi. 19.

CANNOT every child of God endorse these words 1 Has he not
experienced for himself personally something of the Lord's great goodness,
and does he not believe in his heart-although he may often be tempted
to doubt it-that he will experience far more of that goodness in time
to come 1 When the Psalmist wrote these words he was passing, or
had been passing, through deep waters. We hear him say, as in
verse 9 &c., "Have mercy upon me, 0 Lord, for I am in trouble;
mine eye is consumed with grief, yea, my soul and my body. My
life is spent with grief, and my years with sighing. I am forgotten
as a dead man out of mind: I am like a broken vessel." And yet, in
those deep waters, the Lord's goodness was so manifested towards
him, His tender compassion, His lovingkindness, His super-abounding
mercy, that he could exclaim, in an ecstasy of wonder and delight,
"Oh how great is Thy goodness!" What an encouragement for the
Lord's tried, tempted, and burdened ones now!
The Psalmist speaks of the Lord's goodness as manifested in a twofold way, in the past and in the future. First, in the past, "which
Thou hast wrought for them that trust in Thee before the sons of
~en." Israel experienced something of that goodness, and found that
IS was great, immeasurably great, notwithstanding the inconstancy and
the feebleness of their faith. They were chosen and called, and brought
forth out of the bondage of Egypt, they were protected and preserved,
they were led and fed, they were blessed and favoured in the most
marvellous manner. And if they had only trusted in the Lord, as
they ought to have done, and served Him with a perfect heart, that
goodness would doubtless have been manifested towards them still more
largely. Is it not so with the spiritual Israel 1 Have they not been
loved and chosen in eternity past 1 are they not called by Divine grace,
delivered from the bondage of sin and Satan, and brought into the
glorious liberty of the children of God 1 Have they not been protected
and preserved, led and fed, blessed and favoured in the most marvellous
manner 1 They have been tempted, no doubt, but with the temptation
has there not been opened out a way for them to escape 1 They have
been tried, and perhaps greatly tried, but do they not know in their
own hearts that it has all been for their good 1 it has been "to humble
them, and to prove them," and they needed both that humbling, and
that proving. With their trials also there has been so much mercy,
such support according to their need, such comfort given, that they
are constrained individually to exclaim, "Blessed be the Lord, for He
has showed me His marvellous kindness;" " Oh, how great is Hi.
goodness!" Has it not been so with you, beloved readers 1 Can you not
affirm, from your own experience, that it has been even so 1 Recall the
past again and see. Has it not been well with you even in the darkest
and most cloudy days 1 Have you not found the promise fulfilled, "As
thy days, so shall thy strength be 1" Have not "goodness and mercy"
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followed you all your days 1 Then, as the Psalmist says, "Men
shall abundantly utter the memory of Thy great goodness, and
shall sing of Thy righteousness,"-shall not we do so 1 Shall we
not speak good of His name 1 shall we no~ praise Him with our whole
hearts 1
Secondly, the Psalmis~ speaks of the Lord's great goodness, as
something which will be still more manifested in the future-I< which
Thou hast laid up for them that fear Thee." The words" laid up"
seem to suggest the idea of some special prellaration made, or as it
were of stores gathered together in a storehouse or treasury. Thus
J oseph laid up corn in Egypt, and gathered together vast stores in
the years of plenty. Thus David laid up large sums of money and
ga~hered together materials for the erection of the great temple at
Jerusalem. But what must the preparation of the Almighty be, and
the treasures which He is laying up for the pleasure and for the everlasting welfare of His own beloved and redeemed people 1 He asks in the
book of Job, "Hast thou entered into the treasures of the snow 1 or
haat thou seen the treasures of the hail, which I have reserved
against the time of trouble, against the day of battle and war 1"
We can have little idea of what will be the manifestation of His
mighty power when He will "arise to shake terribly the earth," and to
visit retribution upon the ungodly. So, on the other hand, we can
but very imperfectly imagine what are the joys which He is
preparing for His beloved ones. "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,
neither hath entered into the heart of man, the things which God
hath prepared for them that love Him." Oh, what will they be 1
what will the glory be 1 what will the sweet rest and peace be 1
what will· His own presence be-His smile-His favour-the
manifestation of His unchanging love-the home which He Himself
is making ready for us-His service without weariness or drawbacks
-reunion with loved ones who have gone before-sorrow and sin,
pain and sickness, danger and death all left behind, and an eternity
of unspeakable happiness entered upon! Oh, what will it be! Then
shall we understand, as we never could understand before, the
infinite greatness of His goodnes~, and the wonders which He has
"wrought for them that trust in Him."
A PROVIDENTIAL HELP.
IT is a delightful thing sometimes to observe the Lord's providential
dealings with His children, and to notice the links in the chain by which
He leads them. The following case occurred recently. A Christian man,
who had spent some years at sea, thought that he would like to settle
down on land wi~h his wife and children, and for this purpose invested
his savings in a small business. His savings, however, were not sufficient
to purchase and to carry on the business effectively, and therefore he
borrowed some capital from a near relation whom he knew he could
thoroughly trust, and who had always regarded him with brotherly
affection and interest. For this loan he gave his relative a bill of sale
upon his furniture and stock. All went well for some time, the business
began to increase and prosper, and the good man, delighted with his
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success, was able not only to devote himself to it with unceasing energy,
but also to rendel' vahlable help to various branches of religious work in
the neighbourhood where he resided. Suddenly his relative was taken
ill, and became uncoU5cious; and, after lingering in that uncouscious
state for some time, he died. Before he died, and whilst he was
unconscious, his wife sent a peremptory demand for the immediate
repayment of the borrowed capital. She was told that it would be
impossible to repay it so suddenly and so soon; but she was inexorable,
and said that the money must and should be paid immediately, or she
would take advantage of her security, and have a forced sale of the
property. In vain it was pointed out to her that such a proceeding
would ruin the business, and sweep away everyt)ling that the poor
borrower possessed. She would not listen, she would show no mercy;
and accordingly a sale was publiclyannouqced. The poor borrower did
all that he possibly could to avert this calamity, and he applied in various
directions for help, but unsuccessfully. As the day of the sale drew near,
it seemed as if he must inevitably be turned out of house ~md home, and
be deprived of his whole means of livelihood. He did not fail to call
upon the Lord, and to call perseveringly and earnestly too, but at first it
appeared as if his prayer was not heard, and that no answer was forthcoming. It was heard, however, and an answer was granted, and help
was near, when he least expected it. The case was mentioned to me, and
I was importuned to help if possible, but I could not see how I could
effectually do so. It happened, however, that an arrangement had been
made some time previously that, on the Sunday preceding the day
appointed for the sale, a special preacher should preach in my church on
behalf of an excellent society, which works amongst our sailors; but
when the day drew near, he was unable to come, and the chief secretary
of the society came in his stead. In the course of conversation with the
secretary, I mentioned the aforenamed case, and he instantly said, "I
think that I know of a position which would exactly suit that poor man.
A Christian man· is wanted, who is used to sailors and a seafaring life,
and who has energy and some ability; and if one be found suitable he
would have a very fair salary, a comfortable home, and a splendid
opening for work for the Lord. Will you send my address to the man
whom you have mentioned, and tell him to call upon me 1" The address
was sent, the call was made, and after some inquiries, the poor man was
accepted and appointed. The expected sale took place, and he and his
family were turned out of hou~e aud home; but a new home was ready
for them, and also a new means of livelihood. I have had the pleasure
since of receiving a letter from the secretary, in which he speaks of the
appointment as a most satisfactory and happy one.
We know at present only a little of the Lord's dealings with His
children, but is not the little that we know often wonderful and cheering 1
In this case the failure of a preacher to keep his appointment, led to a
much more important appointment; and an apparent calamity was turned
into a permanent advantage; one of the Lord's dear servants was helped
and cheered in a time of great need and anxiety, and he was directed to
a particularly suitable sphere of labour, where his past experience is likely
to be of invaluable service to himself and to others.

Has6ings.

D.
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THE PORTRAIT.-REV. F. J. HORSEFIELD.
THE city and neighbourhood of Bristol have for time out of mind been
associated with the maintenance of Evangelical truth and Protestant
principles. There are churches in the ancient city of Bristol whose
pulpits have welcomed such worthies as AUGUSTUS TOPLADY and
WILLIAM ROM~INE-the latter having frequently ministered at St.
Mary-Ie-port Church, for weeks together.
The subject of our sketch, however, has come from the North to
strengthen "the things that 'remain," for it must be sorrowfully
recorded that .. the fine gold" of Evangelical truth at Bristol has been
~rowing "dim" for some years past.
It has lost its BIDDULPHS,
BRUCEs, WALKERS, CLIFFORDS, BROCKS, DOUDNEYS, and SAUNDERSESmen whom the HOLY SPIRIT made very bold for" the faith once delivered to the saints;" men who loved "the old paths" of Bible Protestantism, and maintained simple spiritual worship in their churches.
Yet, it must be added, in all fairness to fact, that the continuity of
testimony. is vitally preserved, and that, taking its size into account, it
is probable that Bristol, with its suburbs, possesses a larger proportion
of Evangelical and Protestant pastors than any other city in the kingdom. In the Vicar of St. Silas', one of its most populous parishes
enjoys the advantage of the ministry and labours of a Pastol' who is yet
in the zenith of his strelJgth.
The Rev. FREDERIC JOHN HORSEFIELD is a Manchester man,
having been born in the great cotton city in the year 1859. He is
descended from a very old Manchester family. His early education was
received at the Accrington Academy, under Mr. F. N. HAYWOOD, exMayor of Accrington. Prior to his entering upon theological study, he
devoted himself for twelve months to the duties of a Lay Reader, at
Nelson, where he conducted services in a mission room. In 1881, he
entered St. Aidan's Oollege, Birkenhead, where he engaged in those
studies which his subsequent career has proved he must have followed
with energy and diligence. Indeed, his record shows that all through his
collegiate course he took a "first-class," while he also successfully competed
for several prizes. In 1883, Mr. HORSEFIELD was ordained by the late
BISHOP FRASER, who licensed him to the Curacy of St. Paul'", Blackburn
-a parish containing about 16,000 souls. There he laboured for two years,
acquiring valuable parochial experience, a fact which probably led the
BISHOl' to select him to take charge of the parish of New Hey, in the
neighbourhood of Rochdale. His preaching of the Gospel at the time
was of a simple, earnest kind, and a Blackburn paper speaks of his
sermons as "extempore addresses appealing directly and powel'fully to
the hearts and consciences of his hearers." His stay in the sphere of
his second charge barely extended to two years, for-at the early age
of twenty-seven-he was offered the Rectory of the "Albel't Memorial
Church," Manchester-so named because the building was erected in
memory of the PRINCE CONSORT, by public subscription. The population-14,OOO-waslargely of the working-class description, and these
contributed the greater part of the very large congregations which
attended on his faithful ministry. His Day and Sunday Schools comprised OVer 1,000 scholars, more than 200 of whom were, according to
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Lancashire custom, above sixteen years of age. In 1890, Mr. HORSEFIELD
married GRACE JANE, second daughter of Mr. CHARLES ATTLEE, of The
Limes, Tooting Graveney. This lady was a true help-meet, both at home
and in her husband's busy parish. Perhaps it would be best to mention
here the sad incident of her early death, which took place-very
suddenly-March 24th, 1895, on the very day upon which Mr. HORSEFIELD should have preached his farewell sermons on leaving Manchester to enter upon the important parish of St. Silas', Bristol. His
work in the North was most extensive, but the admirable powers for
organizin~ with which he is endowed enabled him to carry out his
duties with great success. His frequent Protestant sermons at the Albert
Memorial Church were deservedly appreciated by the citizens of Manchester. The vacancy caused at St. Silas', Bristol, through the preferment of the Rev. G. A. SOWTER to a Birmingham parish, led the
trustees to offer the Southern charge to Mr. HORSEFIELD last year.
His acceptance of the offer was heard of at Bristol with the greatest
satisfaction in all true Evangelical and Protestant circles, and the
trustees are to be highly commended for the wise choice made by them.
During the year and a-half of Mr. HORSEFIELD'S administration of the
populous and poor district of St. Silas-in-the-Marsh, he has abundantly
justified the largest expectations of the trustees. We have his Annual
Report, issued in October, before us. His staff of helpers now consists
of two Curates a Scripture Reader, and two Bible-women, with a
devoted band of District Visitors and Lay-helpers. Flourishing Day and
Sunday Schools, Bible-classes, Mothers' Meetings, Mission Services, Prayer
Meetings, Temperance Meetings, and numerous other institutions, all
tending to further the spiritual and temporal welfare of his flock, are
fostered by the wise and zealous Vicar of St. SHas'. The services in
the Parish Church are plain and well-suited to meet the requirements of
the population. In his Report, Mr. HORSEFIELD observes:We have never deviated from the simplicity of our services, 01' from
the determination to preach the Gospel as plainly and fully and
faithfully as possible, so that there has been no charm to "draw" the
people. But there has been a gradual increase in the attendances,
especially on Sunday evenings.
Again:
We at St. Silas' keep steadily to the "old paths." We are firmly
convinced, not merely of the true Proteitant character of the Church to
which we belong, but also, and above all, of the sufficiency and power
of the simple Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. We have seen, and are,
thank God, constantly seeing, manifestations of this power, and therefore
we endeavour to keep ever in the forefront this one thought: The only
remedy, and the all-sufficient remedy for the sins and sorrows of mankind
is to be found in the Person, and Work, and Merits, and Grace of
Jesus.
Just one more quotation from the Report, and we will ask our
readers to pray that ever-increasin~ blessing may attend the testimony
and labour of this earnest setvant of Christ. He says:
The vagaries of modern Ritualism, the pretensions of Sacerdotalism,
find no place in our teaching 01' services: the weapons of our warfare·
are spiritual, and whilst we do our utmost to cultivate a really happy
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religious life, we carefully exclude the element of worldliness that does
so much to mar n,nd hinder the work of grace wherever it is introduced.
The result has been thn,t God has sot His seal upon the work; sinners
have been converted, backsliders have been reclaimed, and His own
people have been comforted and strengthened. It has been all His
doing, and to Him alone shall all the praise be given.
"AND THEY SHALL SEE HIS FACE."
(REVllLATION

xxii. 4.)

" AND they shall see His face."
Lord, is it true that I, a sinful man,
Have been "accepted" by God's wondrous plan,
And soon shall be where I, unclouded, can
See Thy sweet face P
"And they shall see His face."
Oh, how my spirit yearns and pants to stand
In the fair glory of that promised land,
For ever gazing with th' angelic band
On that sweet face.
" And they shall see His bee."
If nothing more were promised, what delight

Could greater be, than, where there is no night,
ToIserve Him ever, gladdened by the sight
Of His sweet:face.
" And they shall sce His facc."
Methinks one look from His dear loving eyes,
Will fill my soul with such a glad surprise
That I shall feel" This is sufficient prize,
To see His face."
"And they shall see His face,"
And from those lips shall hear sweet words of peaceWords that shall cause all doubts and fears to ceaSQ;
And this shall make all other joys increase,
"To see His face."
"And they shall see His faco."
Meanwhile a Iittlc morc rough tossing here
Where hope desponds, and fl1iLh givos place to fear,
And then for [Lye Lo have my Saviour neal',
"And see His face."
"And they shall see His face."
Oh, Saviour, let us cver faithfuL beAnd, 'mid life's storms, cling closer still to Thee,
That so at length, in Thine own kindom, we
May see Thy face.
F. J. HORSEFIELD.

IT is more bitter than death to be spoiled of prayer.
13l1LIEVERS had need be watchful against sin, for though God forgive
their iniquities, He will. surely take vengeance of their sinful inventione.-John Be1"i'idge.
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AN IRISH STAR CHAMBER COURT.
AN extraOl'dinu,ry Star Chamber Court, presided over by BISHOP NULTY
is repoded by the West1neath Independent, a Parnellite paper, to have been
held recently in the Palace, Mullingar. It was composed of the Bishop
and his Vicars. Six parish priests, who are Parnellites, were summoned
before it, and were charged with holding ,political opinions which are in
opposition to the Bishop's temporal and spiritual influence. It is stated
that the charges were vague, but they inch:ded the reading of Independent papers, a practice which they were reqiured to give up; and that
Dr. NULTY holds that the Bishops must be the dominant force in Irish
politics, who alone are to have the selection of the political leaders. The
priests were not called upon to answer the charges, or given an opportunity
to defend themselves, but were brought all the way from their various
parishes to hear their sentence pronounced with an authority from
Rome. The Bishop, it is said, had put the case before the Propaganda
in such a manner as to imply that opposition to Bishops in politics
must, in some vague way, be opposition to their spiritual influence, and
on the strength of his statement, without an opportunity having been
given the priests affected to defend themselves, he procured- a letter
which empowers him and his Vicars to make strict legislation against all
priests who fa.vour Parnellism. In the case of the six priests, whose
names are given, they are condemned and under sentence. They received
on the 20th uIt. a last warning, and if they are found to "relapse," though
there is no precise definition of the word, they are to be deprived of their
parishes. "Thus," observes the Westme,ath paper, "the decree is pronounced that in his diocese the Bishop must be supreme in all things.
Even amongst the priests there is to be no freedom of thought or action
in things political, and the priest who supports this view is favoured with
promotion, The aspect opened up to the country by these proceedings
is of a most serious character, and deserves the closest attention of the
people. Should Dr. NULTY proceed to extremes in the case of these
priests, or anyone of them, he would drive the independent men of
Ireland to exact reprisals in other quartel's. Possibly he may begin with
some of those where the 'removed' priest's successor may have a large
number of political sympathizers. But we are little acquainted with the
grit and spirit which actuated the people all through this terrible struggle
for political freedom if the Bishop and his Vicars are not quickly
shown that their liberties cannot be trampled upon, and that no one,
priest or layman, can be punished with impunity for daring to think
that the policy of PARNELL would be as effective in obtaining good for
Ireland in the future as it has been in the past."
The Daily Independent, in commenting upon the statement, asks:H Can his lordship the BISHOP OF MEATH be any longer regarded as an
ecclesiastic responsible for his actions P BISHOP NULTY, we are aware, can
go to very great length when he makes up his obstinate and arbitrary mind
to a certain course; but it was not due to execute his sentence on the six
popular priests who claim the right to hold their own political views,
over which neither Bishop nor Pope has the light to exercise a veto. The
scandal has now gone far enough. Quite sufficient material has been
placed at the disposal of the raving bigots of Exeter Hall. It is time
that BISHOP NULTY'S ecclesiastical superiors should step in and pl'otect
him from himself. They must realize the gravity of the scandal and the
urgent necessity which exists for bringing to a termination a course of

732

The Gospel MafJazine.

action which can only end in a miserable failure. The only feeling we
entertain regarding BISHOP NULTY is one of pity. He tries to wreak vengeance on six of his priests, against whose conduct in the discharge of
their sacred duties not one word has been or can be uttered. He will
fail in this attempt. Were he allowed to succeed it would be a disgrace
alike to Ireland and to the Catholic Church." Other journals comment in
a similar tone upon the action of BISHOP NULTY, declaring that it aims a
deadly blow at the independent status of a parish priest, who has been held
to have an indefeasible right to the possession, of his parish without any
risk of disturbance or compulsory removal, unless he commits an offence
against the canon law. In the case of the parish priest of Killanan,
county Galway, who was deprived of his parish by a decree from the
Propaganda, contumacy and libel were alleged against him by the Bishop,
and a doubt was raised as to whethel' he was in legal possession of the
parish and had not surrendered it. He sought to enforce his claim by a
civil action against a district inspector for forcibly ejecting him, but
failed. III the memorable case of FATHER O'KEEFE, parish priest of
Callan, in county Kilkenny, in which there was considerable litigation, it
was decided by the verdict of a jury that CARDINAL CULLEN was justified
in depriving him of the parish for contumacy, after being cited before the
Cardinal, who tried him under the peculiar form of Papal jurisdiction
called in f01'0 conscientice. ~he Cardinal, however, so far r~cognised the
ecclesiastical rule as to pariah priests as to appoint only administrators
whom he could remove without any legal question. There is no precedent
for the course alleged to have been taken by BISHOP NULTY.

ALLEGED KIDNAPPING OF A PRIEST IN LONDON.
THE following incident has created no small stir in both Protestant
and Roman Catholic circles.
"Cardinal" VAUGIIAN is especially
anxious to put a different complexion on the matter;The BISHOP OF MARLBOROUGH presided at a recent meeting of the
Highgate Auxiliary of the British and Foreign Bible Society, held at
the l'esidence of Mr. and Mrs. W. P. BODKIN, West Hill, Highgate.
His lordship, says the Times, dwelt at some length on the unsectarian
character of the society's work, and asserted that the work of foreign
missions could not go forward without the help of this handmaid of the
Christian Church. He had, he said, received many valuable testimonies
of the good work done through the agency of this society, and none
were more remarkable than that which he had from a priest who had
been entrusted with several important missions by the POPE. Before
coming to London he was engaged in special work in Alsace, but, after
many years of anxious thought on his part, he came to London and
desired to be admitted to the orders of the Church of England. His
" preparation" was intrusted to him, and he then founa what a
remarkable man the priest was. That man's testimony was that in
France there was, a few years ago, not one Bible in every thousand
homes, but that things had since improved in thll,t respect owing to the
efforts of this society. The same was the case in Spain. When the
time came that he was able to inform the BISHOP OF LONDON that this
priest had undergone a thorough " preparation," the man was suddenly
found to be missing. He had doubtless been " shadowed" all the time
he had been in London, and it was afterwards found that one night,
when in Kensal Town, he was kidnapped, and eventually taken back to
the place he had left in France. Letters had been received from him
since, which showed that he still wrote under constl'a.int.
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The Echo devotes upwards of a column of its space to the details of
the case, from which it appears that it was partly through the instrumentality of Mrs. CARPENTER, mother of the BISHOP OF RIPON, that
M. GURJOT, an Alsatian priest, came to England with a view to leaving
the Roman Oommunion. He was induced to temporarily visit the
Continent on being assured by certain Roman Oatholic ecclesiastics
that his sister was dangerously ill, and desired to see him. The latest
information l'eceived in London is to the effect that he is incarcerated,
against his will, in a Trappist monastery at Delenberg, new Lutterbach,
Alsace, and is suffering seriously.
An attempt has been made by the Papal authorities in London to
prove that M. GURJOT left England of his own accord. But what
abont the ex-priest's letters to his Protestant friends in London 1
A FAITHFUL WATCHMAN ON THE WALLS OF ZION.
"lIe being dead yet spealceth."-HEBREWS xi. 4.
A WRITER in the English ChuTchmctn recently commented on the extravagant Ritualism fostered in the diocese of St. Albans, with the sanction
of BISHOP FESTlNG, and closes thus :-" I would conclude in the words
of the late Very Reverend H. LAW, Dean of Gloucester, one of the
most spiritually-minded divines of this century: 'It is good when
Churches revive in all the garb of decency and pure taste. It is good
when services are solemn, devout, and warm. In all we do for God zeal
cannot work too zealously. Hearty revel'ence commands respect. But
turn aside-flee as from a plague-spot-when you see soul-slaying error
lurking in ornaments and rites. Remember, Christ is the first and the
last-the sum and substance-of heaven-taught religion. In Him true
worshippers assemble, pray, and praise. In Him true preachers preach.
To Him they point. All ceremonial is an empty husk, which leads
not to Him. Spiritual sight will soon grow dim if it sees nothing but
officiating show. Suspect the ministry in which Christ is obscured,
His Gospel half-concealed, and outward means raised to the place of
justifying faith. This is priestcraft plotting for supremacy. This is
deqlivity towards Rome.'''
UNDERNEATH HIS SHADOW.
(PSALM

xci. 1.)

UNDERNEATH His shadow,
In the morning still,
Listening to His whispers,
Learning His high will.

Underneath His shadow,
When night veils the land;
Resting on His bosom,
Shielded by His hand.

Underneath His shadow,
In the noontide heat,
Gaining strength and patience
In that blest retreat.

Underneath Thy shadow,
Jesus crucified,
May Thine own beloved
Peacefully abide,

Underneath His shadow,
In the evening dim,
Pouring out the secrets
Of the heart to Him.

Till earth's shadows vanish,
Then, with angels bright,
We shall dwell for ever
In Thy glorious light.
Is....
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£'trmolts altlt iofts of £'trmolts.
"IT IS FINISHED."
SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON BY THE REV. W. ROWELS.
"IT IS FINISHED!" These are the last words that came from the lips
of the dear Redeemer, and He bowed His head and gave up the
ghost. Richer wOl,ds could not flow from His lips, or words more
calculated to administer peace to a conscience smitten with a sense of
the wrath of God. The will of the Father, Son, and Spirit respecting
the work of Jesus in His humiliation was finished; the types which
prefigured the work of the Messiah had found in Him their most
glorious accomplishment; all that the prophets spoke of Him and His
work was fulfilled; every enemy was triumphed over; all righteousness completed j therefore He cried, "It is finished!" The words
imply that the Savionr had a work in the Covenant of gl'ace to
perform, that it was a great and glorious work, that He was alone
in it, and He completed it in the most glorious manner, It was the
greatest and the most glorious work of God, and God Himself could
not have given it a more finishing stroke. May we be so led to
Him, that we may feel our need of His sacrifice. If not, we have
not the religion of the saints of old, who are now before the throne.
This brings us to the test. What know we of a sacrifice ~ Does the
religion of the Pharisee comprise it ~ No: and therefore, however
plausible his conduct may be, he shall be most assuredly dismissed to
the lowest hell. The Saviour undertook the work, and was anointed
by the Holy Spirit to accomplish the work He had undertaken.
Everything was, and is, carried on by virtue of a Covenant, without
it none can be saved. Hear what the Saviour says, "My meat is to
do the will· of Him that sent Me, and to finish His work "-the
work which was given Him by His Father. This establishes the
Covenant, and the offices of each in it. Again. He says, "I have
finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do,!'
On the cross He teaches that the eternal work, everything necessary to satisfy God's justice, was completed, the price fully paid, and
a perfect, everlasting righteousness brought in. The creation and
preservation of universal being is a great work; but infinitely less
glorious than this, and little comparison of it. There is in this
work all the perfection of created and uncreated existence; all the
perfections of Deity shining in full lustre; all the graces of humanity
shining in full lustre also; we see the attributes of Deity flowing
from heaven to earth through the channel of Man-One who was
in all things like ourselves, sin only excepted. There was this
peculiarity in the Saviour-He preserved the soul alive in the midst
of death; the preservation of a soul alive to God under the wrath
of God is seen here alone. In the sacrifice of Calvary the powers
of heaven and hell were marshalled against each other. Heaven
demanded the ransom-hell put porth all its powers to prevent it;
but heaven prevailed ; therefore the Saviour cried, "It is finished!"
It was a glorious work. To prove its greatness, consider the dignity
of the Person; no one'else could have endured the billows of the
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wrath of God. His Deity, and the indwelling of God's Holy Spirit,
kept Him from sinking beneath the weight. Again He was alone
in it, and it was necessary that He should be. The work was
infinite, the Person was infinite. Had an created existence died with
Him, no value would have been added to the sacrifice: there was
sorrow from every source, there was the malice of human beings,
there was more-there was all the rage and malice of the powers
of darkness. Yet was there more, infinitely more. He was exposed
to all His Father's wrath; He stood precisely where we must have
stood throughout eternity, exposed to all to which we were liable;
sorrow, pain, and anguish were His portion, for He stood as our
l~epresentative. No one but Himself could have entered the ocean
of His Father's wrath.
"Whither I go," He said to Peter, "thou
canst not follow Me now." He was to go alone.
As· man's Surety, the Saviour must have been alone-as man's
Surety, the Saviour must have been alone and destitute of comfort.
But who is He ~ One whose feet tread the bottom of hell, while His
head towers over all, who feasts angels above, while He receives hell
into His bosom. The work was completed in the most glorious
manner. The Saviour fixed His eyes on every friend and on
every foe; on the engagements of eternity; on what types had prefigured and prophets foretold; on the command in all its comprehensiveness and its minutim; on the curse and all its terrors, and
proclaimed, "It is finished." Viewing the Church in all the sins
committed, and to be committed, that to be made perfect which is to
hide her shame for ever,He ~aw that work complete which shnt the gates
of hell and opened the gates of heaven, and cried, "It is finished."
He challenged universal being to scrutinize His work; His words
filled heaven with joy, and hell with dismay. The important
inquiry is, Do we know the value of it ~ How do our bosoms echo
it ~ There is a sweet echo' of those words in the bosom of every
child of God. The religion of Jesus is for sinners, and sinners such
as we ate. I t comprises a sacrifice that atones and a righteousness
that justifies. Encourage the ambition of knowing Christ, and of
knowing your interest in Him, for if led to desire it we shall be put
in possession of it. We may know it as Job and Paul did, we must
be taught it as they were, we must embrace the truth as they
did; we must have the same view of the perfections of God, the
same reliance on the work of the Saviour. "It is finished," says the
Saviour. "It is finished," echoes the bosom of the child; and God
must cease to be God ere I can be rejected. I am ashamed to think
how little I know of this sacrifice, but this is no reason for not
persevering. Press fm'ward.
No enemy can successfully oppose.
Persevere! "Then shall ye know, if ye follow on to know the
Lord." Those who are taught the value of the work have a sweet
assurance that it cannot be undone; for who can set a just law and
a risen Saviour at variance ~ The serpent's head is crushed, and all
the physicians of earth and hell cannot cure it. He hath blotted out
the hand-writing that was against us, nailing it to the cross as a
receipt in full of all demands, that every poor sinner who approaches
may see himself discharged for ever. Thither flee

~
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"MOST GLADLY."

RECOLLECTIONS OF A SERMON BY l\1R. GEORGE MULLER, AT BETHESDA
CHAPEL, BRISTOL, IN HIS NINETY-FIRST YEAR, JULY 12TH, 1896.
(2

CORINTHIANS

xii. 7-10.)

A SINNER who can never get out of the favour of his God! Unto
such an one Jehovah has made Himself his portion; but-wonderful
grace! marvellous condescension! it would be blasphemy to utter it
unless, indeed, our God had revealed it-but such a sinner has not
only God for his portion, but is made God's portion for ever! "The
Lord's portion is His people; Jacob is the lot of His inheritance."
. . . . . . Now, in the text before us Paul had been requesting
the particular "thorn in the flesh" from which he suffered to be
removed. Instead of answering him in the way he wants, the Lord
promises His servant grace sufficient under this needful suffering.
What then does Paul say ~ " Most gladly will I glory in my infirmities,
that the power of Ohrist may rest upon me." My gl'ace implies all
My dealings with thee are the best, and in Me thou hast a Friend
who will never forsake, a Brother at all times true. It implies in the
answer, that the sinner is regenerated, redeemed, and in Him receives
all blessings, by trial as by direct blessing. If we realized this more,
we should at all times be perfectly satisfied with God's dealings
with us. In business, in family affairs, in our daily life and walk,
yes, everything, without one exception, is pending on Omnipotence, and
He sees that all shall redound to His glory; and, as seen in this light,
in every hour of the day, every position in which He places us, peace
and joy in the Holy Ghost is His gift unto His children, with the
joys of heaven even in this time-state. Oh, then, to be enabled to say
with the tried Apostle, "Most gladly will I glory in mine infirmities,
that the power of Ohrist may rest upon me."
R.

o WEAK creature! up and be doing. Oarry thyself but with sincerity,
and thou shalt find that Ohrist will carry Himself sweetly, and accept
of thy little actings with great love, and be pleased with thy performances, though accompanied with many infirmities.
WHEN Antigonus, a king, passing by a ditch into which a sheep
was fallen, the historian saith, he pulled it out (though dirty) with
his own hands; and for this he was exceedingly beloved and commended of his subjects. Heavenly sheep! your King is kinder. He
will not only stoop to filthy aitches of sin into which you fall, and
take you with His arms, but He will lay you in His bosom that He
may wash you in His blood! He deals not thus with all sinners;
but He will deal thus with you. Judas falls into one ditch, he
betrays his Master. Peter falls into another, he denies his Master.
Ohrist lets Judas lie, but takes out Peter. Mind this, 0 ye poor of
the flock! Though Ohrist let Judases fall and perish, He will gather
His Peters. Say now, is not Ohrist sweet in His carr;age towards
His own, even when they sin 1-John Durant, 1649.
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JOHN NEWTON, OF OLNEY.
SOME NEW AND INTERESTING FACTS.
(Oontinued from page 688.)
THE latest of the Olney letters of the Rev. JOHN NEWTON to the
second EARL OF DARTMOUTH, reprinted by us last month, introduced
us, it will be remembered, to WILLIAM COWPER and Mrs. UNWIN. We
now proceed to give a further instalment of this recently disclosed
correspondence, in which the name of the Christian poet, together with
various interesting incidents in his close intercourse with NEWTON, frequently occurs. The following documents, which bring under our notice
severa1 contemporary personages of eminence in the Evangelical world,
speak eloquently for themselves:The Reverend JOHN NEWTON to the EARL OF DARTMOUTH.
1768, April 6. Olney.-" From what has passed at Oxford I ought to
learn to prize the peace and privilege which we enjoy at Olney. . .
The young men are highly honoured BO far as their sufferings. . . . .
One of them Thomas Jones is now with me and I have reason to hope
he knows and serves the Lord. He considers this affil.ir as a correction,
which he and his fellows justly brought upon themselves, not for having
too much, but too little, of the life of religion. And by what I can hear
from other hands there was not that remarkable fervour of zeal or union
of affection among the pl'ofessin~ students that should just at this time
provoke the resentment of their superiors more than usual. Some ofthem think it was !'ather !t chastisement, because they were disunited
amongst themselves and sinking apace into coldness and formality. If
so, and the Lord takes oCJasion by this turn to revive, quicken, and
humble them, they will have reason to be thankful for it. But surely
so far as men are concerned they have been very hardly dealt with.
• . . . We have been lately very happy in a visit from Mr. Thornton
and Dr. Conyers. The dear Doctor was drawn in to preach for us last
Friday evening. . . . . He likewise spoke in our prayer meeting on
Sunday evening, an opportunity which I believe will not be soon forgot.
. . . . Mr. Cowper is well, and Mrs. TJnwin tolerably well: they know
not of my writing. Olney was always agreeable to me, but their companyand friendship make it still more so. They are not only agreeable
and sensible, but spiritual and exemplary, it sometimes quickens and I
hope humbles me to be with them." Seal of Arms.
The Reverend JOHN NEWTON to the EARL OF DARTMOUTH.
1768, May 10. Olney.-" I have received Mr. Whitfield's ietter to the
Vice-Chancellor. A few expl'essions and circumstances might have been
altered or omitted; but upon the whole, I cannot think something of this
sort unreasonable. Whether his appearance in the affair may not be more
prejudicial to the hopes of the young men, than if some other person had
taken it up, I cannot say, but I heal' a report that two of them are to be
reinstated, and some probability in favour of a third: if so, as two of them
have accepted Lady Huntingdon's invitation, Mr. Jones (who is now with
me) seems the only one without any prospect. As your Lordship was
pleased to mention that you had heard something not to his advantage I
hope you will excuse me taking this occasion to assure you that, though
when he came first to Olney he was forward /Lnd conceited to an extreme, I
do hope and believe he is much otherwise DO'\', and has been so for a
3 :
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considerable time. I have had a good character of him from all my friends,
amongst whom he has been conversant, and I believe Dr. Dixon was not les&
satisfied with him at Oxfol'd than with the rest His talents are not of the
shewing kind, but I do hope if the Lord should see fit to bring him into the
ministry he would be faithful, steady, and exemplary."
The Reverend JOHN NEWTON to the EARL OF DARTMOUTH.
1768, October 25. Olney.-" My papers have passed the review of Mr.
Madan and Haweis, since I wrote last. Upon their representation,
strengthened by what I now apprehend might be the meaning of a hint your
Lordship favoured me with, I corrected what I bad wrote upon the
government of the primitive church, with a pair of scissors, not a bit here
and there, but I cut out every line of it. I saw that I had been too dogmatic
upon a point wbich has been the subject of so much controversy, and farther
that supposing I was right such an explicit declaration would not come well
from a minister of the Established Church, that it was not immediately
necessary to my main design, and would probably give more offence than
any other part of the book. It is therefore now annihilated, and can do
no harm." Seal.
The Reverend JOHN NEWTON to the EARL 'OF DARTMOUTH.
1769, March 31. Olney.-" I have done nothing yet to the papers
your Lordship was pleased to look over, since they were returned to
me, I informed you that I was not willing to publish them as they
stand against the judgment of so many friends. Yet on the other
hand, the alterations they propose which amount to almost the total
demolition of what I have already done, and are inconsistent with the
prosecution of my plan in future discourage me. Besides I have other
fi:iends who think differently from them. Your Lordship did not hint
anything of this kind, and Mr. Cowper, whose judgment has considerable weight with me is entirely against it', Perhaps the safest course,
in this perplexity will be, to let the book lie dormant where it is."
The Reverend JOHN NEWTON to the EARL OF DARTMOUTH.
1769, June 13. Olney.-" After much deliberation about the expediency of publishing my book, I have drawn up an advertisement to
stand at the beginning; a copy of it I take the liberty to enclose.
. . . Mr. Cowper is well, and desires his respects; he is a great
blessing and a comfort to me, a true friend, faithful, judicious, and
exemplary. By him :md Mrs. Unwin, I am quickened or humbled every
day."
The Reverend JOHN NEWTON to the EARL OF DARTMOUTH.
1769, Au~ust 9. O1ney.-"I hope the Lord has graciously smiled
upon our removal to the large room in the great house: it has given
me opportunity of receiving several persons into our society for whom
we could not find room before and I have laid the meeting on Sunday
evenings more generally open and many of the congregation who knew
not well how to improve their time on Sunday evenings now attend
with us. . . . The sim}llicity and happy ignorance of those who
live in a country place is a great advantage to a minister; they are
out of the reach of many temptations and avocations which distract
and divide the attention of many professors (sic) •
.. A few months ago I heard that some of them in their prayers at home
had been much engaged for the welfare of Mr. Wilkes. As the whole
town of Olney is remarkably' loyal and peaceable with l'egard to the
government, I was rather surprised that gentleman ,should have partisanl}
amongst our serious people. Upon inquiry I found they had just heard
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of his name and that he was in prison; comparing the imperfeot aooount
they had of him with what they read in their Bibles tbey took it for
granted that a person so treated must of necessity be a minister of the
Gospel and under that charaoter they prayed earnestly that he might be
supported and enlarged-Your Lordship will perhaps be surprised that
in this time of general ferment the whole story of Mr. Wilkes should be
utterly unknown to many people in a market town' within 60 miles of
London. But this is the fact! . . . . Mr. Cowper desires his
respects. It was agreed between us that whoever wrote first should let
your Lordship know that Mr. Cowper's servant oan throw a oasting net,
that we love fish at both houses, and that, relying on your Lordship's
goodness, we have sometimes talked of employing the servant to catch
us some (if he can). However, we chose to mention it before we began,.
and shall flatter ourselves (while we hear nothing to the oontrary) that
we have your Lordship's permission, which will add to the flavour of
the fish."
The Reverend JOHN NEWTON to the EARL OF DARTMOUTH.
1769, September 6. Olney.-"Wednesday's post, last week, brought
Mr. Cowper an account of the death of Major Cowper, and Friday's.
post summoned him to Cambridge, by letters informing him that his.
brother was very ill. I accompanied him one stage on Saturday morning.
By a letter' Mrs. Unwin had yesterday. he informs her that his brother's
illness, though primarily an intermittent fever, is attended with oircumstances which render it alarming; but the physician is not without
hopes. . . . . On Friday, likewise, I had a few lines from Mr.
Madan acquainting me without the death of his son William. This must
doubtless be a heavy stroke, he was a promising youth B,nd greatly
beloved. . . • . My book is, at last, gone to the press. Mr. Cowper
dissuaded me from prefixing the advertisement of which I send your
Lordship a oopy. He thought it would dispose and instruot people to
find fault with the book before they began to read it. I submitted to his
judgment, and it is now coming abroad without an apology; but the
allegations in the advertisement, though not published, are true."
The Reverend JOHN NEWTON to the EARL OF DARTMOUTH.
1770, February 22. Olney.-" My dear friend, Mr. Cowper, is at
Cambridge; his brother is again dangerously ill, with asthma and dropsy,
and, I believe, there are but little hopes of his reoovery."
The Reverend JOHN NEWTON to the EARL OF DARTMOUTH.
1770, March 21. Olney.-" I know not whether Mr. Cowper's necessary
engagements at Cambridge, and the various exercises of mind he hae been
under there, have given him leisure and liberty to write to your Lordship
lately. If not, I dare answer for him, that only a want of such leisure has
prevented him. I am sure he would be glad to communicate to you an
account of the great display of the Lord's mercy in favour of his
brother. His illness was and still is extreme and I believe such as
affords the physicians little prospect of his recovery. In that state he
seemed secure and eatiafied and on the account of what he suffered rather
desirous to die, than live, though evidently an entire stranger both
to the necessity and nature of the gospel faith. All that Mr. Cowper's
tender concern for him, in this situation, oould suggest, seemed to have
no farther effect than that he heard him impatiently and was oonvinoed
that. it proceeded from his love and regard to him. But on the 10th
instant the Lord was pleased to take the work effectually into his own
hand. . . . I need not say to your Lordship, that if the Lord is
pleased to restore Mr. John Cowper, his character, his natural and
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acquired abilities, his situation in the University, etc. will probably render
him the object of as much wonder, and fit him for as much usefulness, as
can be well expected in the case of a single person."
The Reverend JOHN NEWTON to the EARL OF DARTMOUTH.
1770, November 23. Olney.-"We have now and then a new hymn
at Olney; I am willinl{ to send your Lordship a specimen. Mr. Cowper's
I shall mark with w.e. I have not asked his leave to transcribe, but
when I tell him what I have done I hope he will not forbid me.
"The small-pox has been some months at Olney, and seems like t
spread more. I was in hopes it would have ceased, but two families
were inoculated just about the time of its decline, and it soon appeared
again. Here are many who have not had it, and many terrified at the
thoughts of it, so that it occasions a sensible difference in our congregation and markets."
The Reverend JOHN NEWTON to the EARL OF DARTMOUTH.
1771, January 19. Olney.-" I am glad my preaching on the occasion of
Mr. Whitfield's death had your Lordship's approbation. Indeed I thought
it expedient and even incumbent on me, to bear my testimony to his
character as a minister, especially in this place, where he was known and
dear to many, and had been despised and misrepresented by many more
. . . . My bookseller informs me that the one volume of Ecclesiastical
History is in very little demand. So that it has not yet paid half th
expense of paper and print (though 11 have taken 100 copies on my own
account). I am not sorry I published it."
(To be continued.)

THE SABBATH.
CHANGE OF THE DAY.

WE make the following quotation on the above subject from the
pages of a very remarkable and valuable pamphlet, recently published
by our much-loved brother in Christ, the Rev. WILLIAM ELLIOTT, 0
Plymouth, entitled, The Lord's Day-Sunclay-ancl the Love Feast, in
the hope that it may lead our readers to obtain the publication f01
themselves. The price is eightpence, and Mr. ELLIOTT's address is
1.3, Ashley Terrace, Plymouth.
The question of the change of day, from Saturday to Sunday,
has been, especially since the Reformation, often agitated.
It can never be prove.d that any Apostle taught Christian Jews
that it was their duty to work on Saturdays. The Jewish converts
in Palestine could not, at any time, before the destruction of
Jerusalem, have been safe from punishment, had they attempted to
work on the Saturday; and, left to themselves, they were decidedly
not less scrupulous, after Pentecost, than they had been before, as
to the fourth Commandment.
Yet the believing Ohristian J eWd
for all the special objects of Christian worship met always on the
Bm'd's Day.
The converts from among the Gentiles never considered themselves
hound to observe the Sabbath of the J ewe. Yet, in respect to the
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Jews, they often met and had service on that day, especially in the
East.
But certainly the: Lord's Day has been ALWAYS the distinguishing
ba.dge and mark of Christians. Those Christians who attempted to
observe Saturday as the Jews did, were regarded by Paul, by
[gnatius, and by the early Councils, as Judai7.ing,. and were
condemned accordingly.
All early Christians were taught to regard the Lord's Day as no
It'ss llistinctively Christian than is the Lord's Supper. On this convicion both Jewish and Gentile converts acted.
(b) IGNATIUS, in the Epistle to the Magnesians, s. 8, writes:If we still continue to live according to the Jewish Law, we acknowledge that we have not received grace. And s. 9 :-1£, therefore, they
who were brought us in these ancient laws have come to the newness
of Hope, no longer observing Sabbaths, but keeping the Lord's Day..

Upon this passage, CHEVALLIER has a note, p. 74, from which take
a few words:That the first day of the weelc was constantly observed by the early
Ohristians is plain, as well from instances in the New Testament, in
which the habitual assembling of Ohristians and their Celebmtion of the Holy
Sacmment on that day, are distinctly affirmed (Acts xx. 7, 1 Cor. xvi. 2;
flompared with I Cor. xi. 20), as from the testimony of JUSTIN MARTYR,
Ap., s. 89; TERTULLIAN, Ap., s. 16, and others. It was kept so strictly
Festival that fasting was f01'bidden on that day.
The seventh day of the week, which is always designated by the WQ1'd
l::Jabbath, in the early Christian writers, was also observed as a Religious
Festival. This observance, which probably arose from a desire of
conciliating the Jewish converts, continued in the Eastern Chm'ches for
many centuries. In the Weste1'n Church, Saturday was usually observed
-,s a Fast. The custom, however, was not general, even in Italy.
AMBROSE, Bishop of Milan, in the 4th centUl'y, when he was at Rome,
observed the day as a fast, but at Milan made no such distinction
between Saturday and the rest of the week. His answer to AUGUSTINE,
who consulted him upon the point, has become almost proverbial,
"When I come to Rome, I fast on Saturday, as they do at Rome,;
when I am here I observe no fast. In like manner, my advice is, that
you observe the custom of every Church, where you happen to be."
-Aug. to Januar. Ep. 118.

(c) The decree of the Council of Laodicca.
(d) Having spoken of the Baptism of the convert, JUSTIN MARTYR
s. 85, CHEVALLIER, p. 321:-

proceed~,

We, then, after having so washed him who hath expressed his conviction and professes the Faith, lead him to those who are called Brethren,
where they are gathend togethe1', to make common 'prayers, with great
ea1'nestness, both for themsdves and ,for him who is now enlightened.
and for all others in all places, that having learned the Faith, we
may be deemed worthy to be found men of godly conversation in our
lives, and to keep the commandments, that so we may attain to eternal
salvation.
When we have finished our prayers, we salute one another with a kiss.
After which there is brought to the President of the Brethren Bread
and a Cup of Wine mixed with Water. And he, having received them,
gives praise and glory to the Father of all things, through, dia, the Name
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of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and gives thanks in many words, for
that God has vouchsafed to them these things.
.
And when he hath finished his praises and thanksgivings, all the
people who are present express their assent, saying, A?nen, which in
the Hebrew tongue implies, So be it. The President having given
thanks and the people having expressed their assent, those whom we
call Deacons give to each of those who are present a portion of the
Bread which hath been blessed, and of the Wine mixed with Water;
and carry some away for those who are absent. And this food is
called by us the E~lcharist (or Thanksgiving); of which no one may
partake unless he believes that what we teach is true, and is washed in
the laver.-Tl'ollope, 126.7; Ohevallier, 221·4. All present partook of the
elements.
After these solemnities are finished, we afterwards continually remind
one another of them; and those that have possessions assist all those
that are in want! and reciprocally we always are united one with
another !-Ohevallier, 224; Trollope, 129.
cC Sunesmen alleelois aei."
The true Socialism! What a picture!
And over all our offerings we bless the Creator of all things through
the Son Jesus Christ, and through the Holy Spirit. And on the day
which is called Sunday, there is an assembly in one place, epi to auto, of
all who dwell either in towns or in the country; and the memoirs of the
Apostles, or the writings of the Prophets, are read, as long as the time
permits. Then, when the Reader has ceased, the President delivers a
Discourse. in which he reminds and exhorts to the imitation of these so
excellent thin~s. We then all stand up together, and put forth prayers.
Then, as we nave already said, when we cease from prayer, Bread is
brought, and Wine and Water; and the President in like manner offers
up prayers and praises with his utmost might; and the people express
their assent, by saying, Amen. The consecrated elements are then
distributed, and received by everyone; and a portion is sent, by the
Deacons, to those who are absent.
Each of those also who bave abundance, and are willing, according to
his purpose and plan, p?"oairesin, gives what he thinks fit: and what is
collected is deposited with the President, who succours the fa.thel'1ess
and the widows, and those who are in neceRsity, from disease or any other
cause j those also who are in bonds, and the strangers who are sojourning
among us; and in a word takes care of all who are in need.
We all of us asse?nble together on the day that is called Sunday, because
it is the day on which God changed the darkness and the matter, and·
made the world.
On the same day also Jesus Christ our Saviour rose from the dead.
For He was crucified on the day before that of Saturn; and on the day
aftel" that of Satu1'll, which is the day of the Sun, He appeared to His
Apostles and Disciples, and taught them those things which we now
submit for your considel'ation.-Ohevallier, 224·5 j Trollope, 129.31In chapter xvi. of his Apology, TERTULLIAN is dealing with
certain false charges, made by the Heathens against the Ohristians;
amongst them this, that they were worshippers of the Sun. He saysIn like manner, if we do observe S~mday-diem soUs-as a day of Festivity,
it is not from any worship which we pay to the Sun, but from a very
different reason.-Ohevallier, 279.
BINGHAM, that great writer on Ohristian Antiquities, in book xx,
c. 2, page 12, writes:Kurialcee was the common name for the Lord's day. Yet sometimes the
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Ancients, as Justin Martyr and Tertullian, when they write to Heathens,
scruple not to call it Sunday, to distinguish it by the name best known
to them. But when they write only to Christians, they commonly use
the name the L01'd's day. So Tertullian says we think it an iniquity to
keep a fast on the Lord's Day-Die Dominico jejunium nefas ducimus.
To this custom of the Ancients, VALENTINIAN the Younger bears
this testimony:On Sunday which our forefathers have customarily called the Lord's
day-solis die, quem dominicum rite dixere Majores!
From EUSEBIUS we learn that DIONYSIUS of Corinth writes to
SOTER:To-day we observed the Lord's holy day-teen Kuriakeen hagian
heemeran.
MELITO, Bishop of Sardis, wrote a book concerning the Lord's day,
pe1'i ]{uriakees.
IRENlEus, in his Epistle to Pope Victor, says:The mystery of the Lord's Resurrection, or the Paschal Festival, ought
to be celebrated only on the Lord's day,-tee tees Kuriakees heemera.
ORIGEN says :-that to distinguish it from the Jewish SabbathManna was rained down from heaven on the Lord's day, not on the
Sabbath, to show the Jews that even then the Lord's day was preferred
before it. This evidences not only the Antiquity of the Name, but that
the Observation of the day, in memory of the Lord's Resurrection, was
the

~miversal

practice of the Church even f1'om the days of the Apostles.

And from one solemn act of Breaking Bread, in the constant celebration
of the Eucharist on this day, I have once before observed, out of
Chrysostom, that it is sometimes called the Dies Panis-the day of Bread,
because it was the general custom of the primitive Church to meet for
breaking of bread and receiving of the communion every Lord's day
throughout the year.-So far Bingham, book xx. c. 2, s. 1.
You see, brethren, your heavenly calling is unto Christ, to consider
Him, to live upon Him, and to grow up unto Him. Hence it is, to
turn from all sin and self-righteonsness-to go out of nature and se1£to quit all confidence in what you are in yourself, what you ever have
done, or can do, towards justifying and saving yourself-to grow out of
conceit with your own self, and to rejoice, yea, always to rejoice in
Christ Jesus, "and to have no confidence in the flesh. " Now, this is
a hard lesson to flesh and blood: yea, it is utterly impossible that
flesh and blood should ever learn it, or submit to it. Our nature is
directly opposite to, and at enmity against the work and way of our
holy calling, which is to debase us to the lowest, and to exalt Christ
to the highest. But our nature is not only corrupt by sin, but is
also abominable in pride. Hence we are naturally fond of entertaining a good conceit of ourselves. We like to trust in ourselves that
we are righteous, and to live upon some inherent stock of grace
which we fancy we have in ourselves.
Oh, beware of this leaven of
the Pharisees! constantly remember your heavenly calling is, that
your soul should ever make its boast of the Lord, always
glory in Him and of Him, that so you may more and more glorify
Him in your heart, with your tongue, and by your life.- W. Mason.
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MEPHIBOSHETH;
OR, STRONG CONSOLATION FOR WEAK BELIEVERS.

PART 1.-2 SAMUEL ix.
AMID the hosts, in Israel's pride,
A helpless form descry;
Each mighty man of valour hastes
To pass the object by:
For honour they, and service meet!
But he is lame on both his feet.
He can but fear king David's wrath;
He dares not seek his face;
His mouth is stopped; no claim, no
boastHeir of a fallen race!
To live unknown he deems most
meet,
For oue so lame on both his feet.
But thoughts of love in David's
heart
To J onathan arise;
God's kindness he will show his
seed;
Mephibosheth shall rise.
In royal hall ilhall be his seat,
Though he be lame on both his feet.
E'en could he know king David's
mind,
He would not, could not move:
Such kindness, so surpassing great,
Doth more his weakness prove;
Others for favour may be meet,
But he is lame on both his feet.
The king well knows the weakness
great,
A smile is on his face;
" Go, bring the man with bands of
love,
'Twill manifest my grace:
Kindness of God to him is meet,
Because he's lame on both his feet."
" Mephibosheth, fear not," he said,
" Pure kindness I will show,
For Jonathan thy father's sake,
And this thou yet shalt know.
To love thee freely seems most
meet,
For thou art lame on both thy feet.
"All thou hast lost shall yet be
thine,
And very much beside;
My yearning heart will have no rest,
Without thee by my side:

I To love thee thus for me is meet,

Though th,~u art lame ou both thy
feet.
He bowed his head; yea, on his face
He wond'ring, trembling fell.
"A dog! and dead! a worthless
thing!
My lord, I cannot tell
Why those are passed who seem
more meet,
For me, so lame on both my feet. "

The royal smile his fear dispelled,
He's treated as a child;
At royal table he must sit,
Nor was the place defiled:
Princes were there, as surely meet,
So was the lame on both his feet.
And did his feet grow firm and
strong P
And could he walk alone P
Did he less need king David's grace,
Or less his lameness moan P
This may to us have seemed more
meet;
He still was lame on both his feet.
Right well he loved king David's
name,
And oft returned a smile;
With humble joy his place he took,
Yet sorrowed all the while:
To serve 01' fight he seemed not meet
For he was lame on both his feet.
PART I1.-2 SAMUEL xix. 24.
A change came o'er the lame man's
10,t,
The king no more doth smile;
In lonely grief he mourns his lossWhat shall the hours beguile P
To pine and weep he will not cease,
Until the king returns in peace.
The house of banquet closed and
ban-ed!
No crumb from royal hand!
All Zion mourns her absent lord,
A sighing, mourning band:
To sigh and mourn they cannot
cease,
Until the king return in peace.
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Mephibosheth, so deep his love,
Is most of all distressed;
HiB clothes unwashed, his beard
untl'immed,
His feet remain undressed:
To mourn and pine he will not
cease,
Until the king return in peace.

The heavy spirit now is light,
The mourner now can sing;
Ris beard is trimmed, his feet are
dressed,
"My well-washed ~arments bring:
These bursts of joy I cannot cease,
My lord the king's returned in
peace."

One ray of sadness crossed his brow:
Not by consent his lord had gone,
For want of watchful heed,
Some servant did deceive;
His lameness, too, was part the , He long had missed the royal smile,
This thought was grief indeed;
cause,
Yet to be glad he will not cease,
This gives but faint relief:
To mourn and pine he will not Because the king's returned in peace.
cease
" Let Ziba take the land," he said,
Until the king return in peace.
" I do not court a share;
I count it all but dung and dross,
For that I cannot care;
My joy's enough, it shall not cease
PART III.-2 SAMUEL xix. 30.
My lord the king is home in peace:'
IN royal state the king returned,
Let Zion's king in Zion reign,
Deep gladness reigned around;
Mephibosheth is glad;
The lame man leaped from grief to
Let him but catch the royal smile,
joy,
His' hearb so high did bound.
His heart can not be sad;
To sing for joy he will not cease,
Now to be glad he will not cease,
Because the king's l'eturned in peace. His loving lord's returned in peace.
Bristol.

H.

WELCHMAN.

THE -LOVE OF CHRIST.
CHRIST'S love is more than the love of all relations. No such a true
Friend as Christ, who makes all His brethren co-heirs. No such Father
as Christ, who, to bring His children to life would die Himself. No
such Husband as Christ, who will love His spouse though she play
the harlot. His love is perfect. It is not a passioJ,late love, it is without.
folly, hypocrisy, selfishness, alteration, diminution, defect, or excess.
He loves as God, He loves as Man. Oh that Christ should love an
enemy with a greater love than any friend! should be more indulgent
to a rebel than any father to his son! should be more affectionate
to Satan's offspring than any mother to her sucking child! Christ
takes what is done to His people as done to Himself. He punishes
what any do against them as though they acted against Himself, and
rewards what is done for them as though it were done to Him. The
people of Christ are part of Christ, bone of His bone, and flesh of
His flesh. The head and members make but one body; so also Christ.
Christ accounts the least injury done 'to them as done to Himself, " He
that toucheth you toucheth Me." He that has low thoughts of God's
people, in His account, has low thoughts of Him.
He owns aud
rewards what is done for them as done for Himself. "He accounts
Himself clothed when their nakedness is covered; feasted when their
hunger is satisfied; relieved when their necessities are supplied; entertained when they are harboured; He rewards the least kindness to
them as royally as the greatest done to Himself."-David Clarkson.
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"WHERE ARE THE DEAD 1"
BY THE LATE REV. JOSEPH IRONS.

" l1fan dieth, and wasteth away; yea, man giveth up the ghost, and whel'e
is he ?"-JOB xiv. 10.
THIS is a fact of every-day occurrence, and yet a fact notoriously
neglected and put aside. It is a fact, that cannot for a moment
be disputed. Why do we hear the passing bell, why do we
witness the bowels of tho earth thrown up, why do we mark
the mourning garb (as saith the wise man, "The mourners go
about the streets"), except in testimony and confirmation of the fact,
that "man dieth 1"
The question was once asked, "The fathers,
where are they ~ and the prophets, do they live for ever 1" Not
on this earth. Oh, the myriads of the human race that have been
swept from the face of the earth, just to give place to a new
generation! And the generation that now exists is hurrying across
this terrestrial ball, to launch into eternity. Where is the family
in which there is not missed the parent, the child, the brother, the
sister, some member of the household 1 Where is the family circle,
into which the pale messenger has not been sent 1 And yet the
survivors, when the first gloom seems over, appear as though no
calamity had occurred, except in a few solitary instances.
"Man dieth." Oh, what a humbling fact! With all that man
vaunts him in, "the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eye, and
the pride of life," he is to die. With all wherewith man pampers
himself, ransacking sea and land, and the entire creation of God, to
gratify his appetites, he is only to gratify the appetites of worms
himself. "Man dieth:" oh, it is a humbling lesson. Look but into
the coffin, upon the pale form that is left tenantless, when its
immortal inhabitant is fled; and see its changes, mark its tendency
to putrefaction, and hear the most endeared relative say, "Bury my
dead out of my sight." See what I am; though at this moment
erect, able to look and talk and think, perhaps to-morrow in that
state, and those who love me most on earth obliged to exclaim,
"Bury the dead out of our sight!" Where, then, is the room for
the pride of man to set its foot, where the ground for vaunting and
boasting, when there is stamped upon everything in which man can
confide, "Man dieth, and wasteth away 1 "
What says revelation upon the question, "Where is he 1" If I
look the precious Word of God through, I find a description of a
scene of bliss or a scene of woe awaiting mortals, but I find not one
word about a purgatory; the devil coined that wicked, crafty, moneygetting notion, to cram down the throats of Popish priests,-and
they did not want much cramming, but swallowed it down greedily;
they know it is a fable and a lie, but "by this craft they have their
wealth." My Bible knows of no such thing. The contrast is set
down by my blessed Lord in the death of the Christian and the
worldling; Lazarus died, and was at once "carried by angels to
Abraham's bosom," without dropping him into any limbo on the way;
the rich man died, and found no place out 'of which Popish priests
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could pray him, but it is said immediately, "in hell he lifted up his
eyes, being in torments. " Now if I were to give you no other
Scripture than this, does it not amount to demonstration, that all
idea about an intermediate state is a perfect fable, a ridiculous
invention, a cunning piece of priestcraft for the duping of the
multitude; and that the Word of God in asking the question,
"Where is he ~" holds out no other prospect, than that he is either
in heaven or in hell; in the glory prepared for him or in the
despair that awaited him. But let me just add to this the
declaration of the Saviour relative to the thief upon the cross. He
cries for mercy, he pleads with Jesus to "remember him when He
comes into His· kingdom," he feels his ruin, and asks for the
salvation that is in Christ; and Jesus does not say in reply, "You
are an old and notorious sinner, a hardened and wicked wretch, and
you have not had an opportunity of confessing to a priest, and he
has not given you absolution, and therefore you must go to
purgatory for forty or fifty years, and then if your relatives can
find money enough to pray you out, I may perhaps admit you to
heaven." Instead of that, He says, "To-clay thou shalt be with
Me in Paradise." Then if we ask of man, that dieth and wasteth
away, "Where is he ~ "-he is with Ohrist in Paradise, or he is with
demons in despair. 'i.'
THE GREAT PRIVILEGE OF THE TRUE LOVERS OF GOD.
WHAT is the desire of the true believer ~ It is the nature of love to
make one impatient at the absence of the beloved object; so if you
have true love to God, you will have a desire of more intimate union
and communion with Him; His absence will be most grievous, and all
other comforts will signify nothing without Him. "Oh that I knew
where I might finu Him!"
It is the nature of love to bear affection to everything that is like
unto the bAloved object: even so, if you love God, you will love all
who bear His image; you will be a companion of those who love His
name, and delight in the saints, the excellent ones of the earth. How
can they pretend to love God who care not the least for those who
bear His image ~
It is of the nature of love to hate whatever is disagreeable to the
beloved object. So where there is true love to God, there will be true
hatred of sin; the love of God and the love of sin are contradictory
things. The 10Te of God is contrary to the love of sin and the love
of the world.
It is the nature of love to speak much of the beloved object. We
may know by the speech of some that they have no love. to Godnever a word of God from morning to evening in their mouth~, unless
it be to profane His name. True love to God will make you speak
of Him in conversation, and speak to Him in prayer, and speak for
Him in defence of His truth and cause.-Ralph Erskine.
• The aboTe may be had as a leaflet from Mr. D.
Brighton.

FISK,

2, Brighton Place,
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PASSING THOUGHTS.
WE hear the glad sound that Christmas is approaching. The whole
ChriR~ian world rejoices in anticipation of this festival. Much kindness IS shown to the poor, much done to manifest that we are still
in~e~e.sted in ch~ering many a poor mourner, many a widow's heart
reJolcmg to realIze a brother's and a sister's love and affection. Men
rejoice in the kind hospitality which abounds around them. We
rejoice, yea, and will rejoice in this, that unto us is born a Saviour,
Christ the Lord.
Our Church, in the First Lesson of the Morning Service, speaking by
Isaiah, saith, "Unto us a 0hild is born, unto us a Son is given: and
the government shall be upon His shoulder: He shall be called
Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The
Prince of Peace." The beloved disciple St. John, in the first chaptel'
of his Gospel, speaks of Him aR the Word: "And the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. All things were made by Him; and
without Him was not anything made that was made. In Him was
life; and the life was the light of men. . .. He was in the world, and
the world knew Him not. He came unto His own, and His own
received Him not. But as many as received Him, to them gave He
power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His
name: which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor
of the will of man, but of God." Is not here the foundation truth of
the Gospel-the hidden mystery-that this Babe, then in the manger in
Bethlehem, to whom the wise men of the East presented their gifts,
gold, frankincense, and myrrh, they designated the King of the Jews;
that Babe the Everlasting Father, the Creator of all things, and by
whom all things were made 1 Do we fully recognize the twofold
character of this Child, born in such low estate, a manger His
cradle, and the object for which He tabernacled among us as
Jehovah.Jesus, God over all blessed for ever 1 A Babe indeed, but a
Prince.
He Himself tells us He came to fulfil His Father's will, that will,
that covenanted will which He says He had a delight in; and
though He knew every step before Him-for known unto Him were
all things from the beginning of the creation of God-He says,
"I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the
earth was. When He prepared the heavens, I was there: when He
laid the foundations of the earth: then I was by Him, rejoicing,
always before Him; and My delights were with the sons of men."
This same Wisdom endured all the scorn of the Scribes and Pharisees,
and though by Pilate declared to be a righteous Man and the King
of the Jews, yet put to death, even the death of the cross. All this
He endured for the one object of fulfilling His Father's will,
redeeming a people, chosen in the everlasting purpose of that Father,
before the world's foundations were laid. He willingly laid down
His life to ransom them and restore them to that Father who had
loved them, and gave them to Him as children of God, to be glorified
in Him.
And now, fellow-pilgrims, if the world rejoice in all the benefits of
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the First Advent-and those benefits are countless indeed-how much
greater reason has the Ohurch of the First Born to rejoice, and also
to anticipate His Second Advent, when the earth shall have passed
away as a scroll, and reign with Him in glory. I shall hope to see
an abler pen than mine continue this subject in the coming year,
that thus our Editor may be encouraged in his work, which pr00eedeth
of love, and an increased circulation of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE be ensured
thereby.
A LAYMAN.
REDEMPTION AND REOONCILIATION.
I MIGHT notice a thing, which, peradventure puzzles the he,ads of many
people, how to take those texts of Scripture that speak so largely of
the extent of Ohrist's'death. " He died not for our sins only, but for the
sins of the whole world." "1£ one died for all, then were all dead."
"God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son."
"Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world."
From such like passages many collect the universality of redemption
unto all persons in the wOrld; but it is plain to perceive that the
drift of these and similar Scriptures is not that every particular person
in the world is redeemed, but the term world is used in opposition to
the Jews. It is as if the Apostles would say: lC You mistake yourselves,
you that are Jews, and boast of Messiah as if there were no Ohrist
for any but you, but you are mistaken. God's Ohrist goes all over
the world, and when John saith, 'And not for our sins only, but for
the sins of the whole world,'-he doth not say om's, in reference to
believers, but he saith OU?'S as being himself a Jew, of the stock of
Abraham-when he saith 'not for ours only, but for the sins of the
whole world,' he doth not oppose the world unto the elect-but the
world of the elect to the Jews. His meaning is-all the world hath
a part in Ohrist; and in every corner there is, or has been, some of
God's elect-there is a portion of Ohrist all the world over, as well
as there is in us who are the seed of Abraham.
The Apostle makes this plain in Romans iv. 13, "that the promise
is not made to Abraham and his seed after the flesh, but after the
Spirit, that walk in the steps of the faith of Abraham." This is the
whole election of grace. By this you may be able to solve those
manifold difficulties that arise from these universal expressions, which
are simply meant to oppose the narrow confines of the Jewish race
after the flesh.
Reconciliation is the prod net of redemption: whatever breach there
was, or was occasioned by any act in man, all these breaches, both
original and actual, are quite made up and taken away. When God
is reconciled to persons by Ohrist's work of redemption, He hath no
more quarrel with, nor controversy against, them ,with whom He is
reconciled.-Crisp.
ALL sin loses its destructive power at the cross of Christ.
You will not be left till the last wave throws you on the shores
of Emmalluel's Land.-Howels.
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DYING TESTIMONY.
WE have received the following paper from our well-beloved brother, the'
Rev. TITUS LAURIE, Rector of Bewcast.le, Cumberland, which he informs
us was read for him by his Curate, the Rev. JOHN FOSTER, in his
church, on Lord's Day, the 15th ult. It is from his own pen, and
refers to his man-servant, a Christian youth in whom he took the most
loving spir!tual interest. Only a few months since he brought him to
Bristol for the benefit of his health, while he himself assisted us in
our ministry at Mary-Ie-Port. Mr. LAURIE thus bears witness to the
closing hours of PETER GILLESPIE'S life:Not feeling quite able to trust mys.elf to speak to you, dear friends,
from the pulpit, I write thus, as I am unwilling that this service
should pass over without a word from me as to the closing hours
of the dear lad whom we all so deeply mourn. Yes, he has passed
away, he has gone home, he is in the presence of Jesus eternally,
and for ever blessed.
" For ever with the Lord:
Amen, so let it be;
Life from the dead is in that word,
And immortality."
Conscious to the very last, it is pleasing :to look back to-day and
remember that his last thoughts on earth were of that ever blessed
Saviour whom he now sees face to face. Bending over him, I said,
Cl Jesus says, 'I will never leave thee, or forsake thee.'''
At once the
answer came, Cl That is very nice; that is very nice," twice repeated.
Again, I asked, "Jesus is, then, precious to you now ~ " "Yes, very
precious," he replied. "And keeps all enemies at a distance ~" ': Yes,.
yes." A little later on I repeated the verse" Sovereign Ruler of the
skies," he at once joined in, singing"Ever gracious ever wise;
All my times are in Thy hand,
All events at Thy command."
He dwelt upon the last two lines of the hymn"How can I bereaved be,
Since I cannot part with Thee)"
We sang together the first verse of that precious hymn, "Rock of Ages,"
then, after a time"Other refuge have I none,
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee;
Leave, ah l leave me not alone,
Still support and comfort me."
And, perhaps, the most touching moment of that last hour was when,.
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with failing breath, stopping between each word, he said, "Still-support-and-comfort-me.' ,
As time wore on, the breathing became more difficult, I then said,
" 'More happy, but not more ser-ure, the glorified spirits in heaven.''' He
said, "They are His people, His chosen. Yes, more happy, but not
more secure." After this it seemed that he must soon pass away, and,
believing him to be unconscious, for the sake of those around rather than
himself, I offered a short prayer. We were astonished at the close to
find he had heard, and a clear "Amen" came as the last word from
his dying lips. The eyes closed, all seemed over, when once again
they opened, a sweet smile lit up the countenance, and the spirit winged
its way to the palace and the presenr-e of the King.
Thus, dear friends, I have told you, perhaps, more than I could had
I occupied the pulpit,of the solemn closing hours of that young life
that has passed away. I do it, not so much to remind you of him, as
of his Saviour. I would have you mark how Jesus can and does support
His people in the hour of their greatest need. I can again assure you
"None but Jesus can do helpless sinners good," but He r-an aud will.
Those who by grace have been taught something of the fulness of
Christ's salvation can truly say,
"Thou, 0 Christ, art all I want,
More than all in Thee I find."
And one sometimes almost fancies one can hear the echo from the
courts of Par'adise" The Lamb is all the glory,
. In Immaliuel's land."
Suffer a few words more before I close. Those amongst you who
are young, think not that because of youth you have many years to
live. The young often enter into rest before the aged, and attain the
prize, leaving the aged pilgrim still toiling on the way.
"Oh hasten, sinner, to be wise;
Stay not for the morrow's sun;
Lest your lamp should cease to burn,
Ere to-morrow is begun."

.

And if this be so, and youth is thus uncertain of a single hour, how
all-important becomes the question to those advanr-ed in years, "Am I
His, or am I not 1". Our Covenant Three-One J ehovah makes: no·
mistakes; and though His thoughts are not as our thoughts, nor
His ways our ways, and we cannot now say why things are ordered
thus, yet
" God is His own interpreter, .
And He will make it plain."
" Here we see through a glass,liarkly; there, face. to face; here we know
in part, there we shall know even as we are known."
I will only add one quotation from the Word: "But I would
not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them that are
asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope~

752

The Gospel Magazine.

For if we believe thot Jesus died and rose again, even so them also
which sleep in Je·n~ will God bring with Him" (1 Thess. iv. 13, 14).
To all this I say, with our beloved departed one, Amen.
"Knit together, not divided,
"Knit together, not divided,
Joined by God's eternal Son,
Branches of one Heavenly Vine j
Members of one mystic body,
Nought can sep:irate our spirits,
Sharers of one life Divine."
Evermore we must be one."
(ISA, in the Gospel Magazine.)

THE THRONE OF GOD.
recently, when reading some short notes on Scriptural subjects,
my attention was arrested by one little grouping of four passages
relating the visions of the throne, or glory of God, as seen by four of
His servants. The very marked and gracious circumstances which
hitherto-familiar as the passages are-I had not noticed, were, I felt,
a great encouragement to God's suffering and tried children.
Two of the Lord's servants thus favoured, Moses (Exodus xxiv. 10),
and Isaiah (chap. vi. 1), were, comparatively speaking, in a state of
prosperity; that is, they were not fettered, they were at liberty-one
as a leader of God's people, and the other as prophet. When they
saw the wondrous throne, Moses, with Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and
the seventy elders of Israel, they beheld the glory; and we read, that
they were nevertheless enabled to "eat and drink." This seems to
imply communion and joy. Isaiah, on the contrary, was overcome
with the sight, and with a sense of his own exceeding sinfulness and
unworthiness. God has a great variety of ways in which to lead His
people, no two experiences being alike. According to the ultimate
end He has in view, so He trains and moulds His people. His servant
Moses needed guidance and instruction for his position as leader of
Israel, and he was, moreover, a very meek, self-depreciating man,
hence the Lord encouraged and strengthened him to hold very near
communion with Him. His servant Isaiah was needed for a different
purpose, to proclaim Jehovah's messages to a rebellious people. He
therefore qualified Isaiah, by the vision of His own glory and purity,
to see very vividly the exceedingly great contrast between holiness and
sin. The one sight gave confidence; the other produced enlightenment; each was suited to the mission for which God was preparing
His servant.
But there were two other visions of the throne to which the above
note called attention, an,d these were both beheld during adversity
when in captivity (see Ezekiel i. 26-28, and Revelation iv. 2, 3).
Ezekh:l tells us, in chapter i. 1, that he was " among the captives by
the river of Chebar," and that "the heavens were opened" and he
saw "visions of God." St. John tells us, in Revelation i. 9, that he
was "in the isle that is called Patmos, for the Word of God and for
the testimony of Jesus Christ."
Now, in both these instances, notice, dear reader, the fact that
round about the'throne [appeared a rainbow (Ezek. i. 28; Rev. iv. 3),
thus signifying to His dear affiicted servant> the Covenant-the token
He Himself appointed as Covenant between Himself and His people to
VERY
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all time, that He would look upon it and remember His everlasting
promise (see Gen, ix. 13.17).
This is the beautiful point so graciously shown, that He brought
His Oovenant rainbow to the view of His children when they needed
it so specially for their assurance and comfort, during their captivity
and affliction. Reader, how timely thy God's every detail-how suited
to thy condition-how He studies and cares for all thy circumstances.
He will not break the bruised retld; He will not
He suits all so gently to the needs
overwhelm the fearing.
and capabilities of His children, who, He 7'emembers, are dust. He
sets His bow in the cloud of adversity. Yes; and let us remember,
too, He has always His own design in view, and fits His instruments
accordingly. Thus Ezekiel, though he saw the rainbow, fell upon his
face, Ah! and what followed 1
Sweetly come to memory the
Psalmist's words: "He 7'ernembel'ed fm' them His Oovenant." If Ezekiel
looked upon the token and forgot, or was overwhelmed, yet God
,·mnembered. The voice that spake unto him bade him stand upon his
feet, "and I will speak unto thee." Did God leave the struggling to
his feet to his own poor will and striving, as many in these sad days
would tell us 1 No;" The Spirit entered into me when He spake
unto me, and set me upon my feet." "God's biddings are His enablings," said an old divine, and God's enablings arj:l all Spirit.given,
not by power of man's will.
St. John seems to have been upheld to gaze camly on the rainbowencircled throne, Thus Divine sovereignty wrought differently on the
two captives-each with tJ:16 Lord's glory and purposes in view,
How is it with us, dear reader 1 We, too, shall see the thronewhat the effect 1 Oh! what a sweet assurance in Revelation xxii. 3,
" The throne of God and of the Lamb." There the blessed Substitute,
the Lamb slain for us. In His righteousness, by His blood, we stand
before the throne accepted, complete in Him. We are viewed by the
holy eyes of God in Him, and therefore " He is well pleased."
"Behold the Lamb of God." We, by faith, see Him atoning for
our sins, becoming sin for us " that we might be made the righteousness
of God in Him." So before that throne of glory shall we be found worthy
to stand, and to sing, and to love, praise, and rejoice throughout a
NETTlE.
glad eternity. For the Lamb is on the throne.
FAITH manifests itself to be of God by gladly receiving the Gospel
of His grace, the ministration of righteousness, the glad tidings of
free, full, and finished salvation, by the life and death of His dear
Son. The God of grace and you are agreed. He puts all His
honour and glory in saving sinners upon the Son of His love. You
acquiesce herein. The Father loveth the Son; so do you. The
Father says, "This is My beloved Son;" you believe Him. God
says, "Hear Him;" you answer, "I love His voice; I delight to
hear and obey the precious words of life and salvation from my
Saviour's lips. To whom should I go 1 Whom should I hear but
Thee, 0 Son of God 1 For Thou, and Thou only, hast the words of
eternal life to speak to me a lost sinner."- W. Mason.

,3

CJ

754

The Gospel Magazz·ne.
"THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE."

I.-ITS PAST.
THIS venerable Publication is associated with a remarkable record.
Established in 1766, its title is representative of the oldest surviving
Magazine published in England. The exact circumstances which led
up to its first seeing the light are not at our command. The
following facts, however, for the collection of many of which we
are indebted to a beloved brother in Christ and reader of the
MAGAZINE, who prefers to be known by the honourable nom de plume
of "JABEZ," will go far to reply to the inquiries of such as take an
interest in the cause of God's pure truth, and desire to maintain it
in its integrity. Inserted in the present number, our readers will
find a fac-simile of the Preface, which the founders of the MAGAZINE
published in their first monthly issue, namely, that for January,
1766. From that document it will be seen that the declared aim
of the originators was to set forth uncompromisingly the Gospel of
the free grace of God, from both a doctrinal and an experimental
point of view. In the prosecution of this sacred design, the pages
of our monthly Publication, extending over the above-named prolonged
period, comprise one of the most complete repertories of sound
Evangelical theology to be found in English literature. A succession
of Editors and Contributors-with one short break-in entire
sympathy with the Biblical convictions entertained by the projectors
of this Christian Periodical, has been providentially maintained, and
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE of to-day stands, by a hair-breadth, in the
same doctrinal position as that of its venerable ancestor, in the year
1766. It is, no doubt, this remarkable character for religious
consistency which specially recommends the organ in those Christian
circles where the distinctive truths of the Everlasting Covenant are
loved, and the "old paths" are graciously followed.
It appears to be fairly certain that the first editor was a Mr. JOHN
GURNEY, of Walworth, concerning whom, however, but few particulars
can be gathered. His father was Mr. THOMAS GURNEY, of Woburn, .
Beds, a shorthand writer and teacher, who also carried on business as
a clockmaker in Bennet Street, Blackfriars. His mother was Martha,
daughter of THOMAS MARSOM, of Luton, who was several times
imprisoned for attending unlawful religious "conventicles," and on
one occasion with his friend, JOHN BUNYAN, in Bedford jail. Mr.
JOHN GURNEY, our premier Editor, was also a writer of shorthand,
living at Walworth, and for many years he attended the faithful ministry
of Mr. BENJAMIN W ALLIN, at Maze Pond Chapel, Southwark. He died
in 1815. Our helpful correspondent, " JABEZ," writes to UB : - " I have
before me a letter written by him shortly before he died, which is worth
reproducing, Mr. GURNEY says :-' Having heard that some persons
doubt the authenticity of a small publication entitled, A Relation of the
Imp1'isomnent of Mr. John Bunyan, printed in the year 1765, I beg
leave to state the following circumstances respecting its publication. I
accompanied my late honoured father in his annual visit to his relations
and friends in Bedfordshire, in the summer of 1765. When at Bedford,
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my fl\thor wn.a informed that a granddaughter of Mr. JOITN BUNYAN
!tad 11 ml\nllAcl'ipt of her grandfather's for which she wished to find a
Jlurchaser. HI\o was aged and infirm. My father and I went to her
loclging. ana she delivered the manuscript to my father in my presence,
rI'questing him to sell it. The manuscript was in Mr. BUNYAN'S handwriting. 1'he copy was very fair, and it was sewed up in a little book.
Whon my father returned to London he offered it to several booksellers;
but the late Mr. BUCKLAND was the only person who was willing to
IlllTchase it. He gave five guineas for it, which the poor woman joyfully
acceptod, and Mr. BUCKLAND immediately printed it.''' Mr. J. GURNEY
was the author of a theological volume, the title of which, however,
is not at hand, which was published after he ceased to edit the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE.
Our MAGAZINE was continued regularly until 1774, when Mr.
WILLIAM MASON, of Rotherhithe, Surrey, became Editor. For some
reason, not now obvious, he renumbered the Publication, calling his
own first volume No. I., a fact which has led to some misunderstanding regarding the date of the origin of the work. Mr. MASON
was a private Christian, engaged in business, and well taught in the
things of God. TIe attended the historic "Tabernacle" in Moorfields,
and was personally acquaintod with Mr. GEORGE WmTFIELD, and
other faithful preachers of the Gospel of Grace-a line of conduct
which brouRht him a fair share of persecution. His Spiritual T1'easury
is too well known to need comment. The Believer's Pocket Oompanion, and The Oh1'istian Oommunicant are also the fruit of his ready
pen, the latter work bearing a preface written for it by his attached
friend, the Rev. WILLIAlIr ROllrAINE. The editorship of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE was conducted by him both before and after the immortal
AUGUSTUS TOPLADY undertook its charge. It was in our pages that
there first appeared his now well-known and justly-prized Notes on'
Bunvan's pa(Jl'im's Progress, besides many other valuable contributions.
He retired from business, and became an active magistrate in 1783, in
the Borough of Southwark. He fell asleep in the Lord on September
29th, 1791. Much interesting biographical matter concerning him might
be here inserted, but space does not permit.
The Rev. AUGUSTUS MONTAGUE TOPLADY, whose impaired health had
led his medical adviser to urge bis leaving Devonshire and residing in
London, came to the metropolis in the year 1775, when he was requested
to undertake the Editorship of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. It may interest
our readers if we here quote a passage from the "Memoirs of the Rev.
Augustus Montague Toplady, A .B.," prefixed to his collected works, and
published 1792. It runs :-" In the beginning of the year 1774, a
religiom; pamphlet was printed, called THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE; being a
new series of a former work uuder that name, which was continued
etatedly. The utility of such a periodical publication must be obvious,
for the contents, when executed with discernment, will be various,
interesting, instructive, and entertaining, and may be easily purchased
by those who have scarcely means to procure a number of books. The
above journal was carried on with reputable distinction for a few years.
From December, 1775, to June, 1776, Mr. TOPLADY was the Editor, which
enhanced the sale considerably; some of the anonymous parts hE)
3 c 2
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composed therein shine conspicuous. He often appeared under the
modest character of 'Minimus.' Sometimes he adopted the descriptive
signature of ' Concionatm',' and a few papers with the initials of his own
name. With the assistance of ingenious and learned correspondents, he
continued for a time to enrich and diversify this monthly entertainment
for the public." The delicate condition of the beloved Editor's health
obliged his giving up this important branch of his literary work, though,
in the short period of his management of the Magazine he effectually and
permanently stamped upon it a character which it retains to this day,
one which may be tersely summarized in the words of Holy Writ,
"Speaking the Truth in love" (Ephes. iii. 15). Many of the precious
Gospel hymns which owe their origin to the gracious and gifted pen of
dear TOPLADY appeared first in our pages, notably that imperishable
composition which has ministered Divine consolation alike in the palace
and the cottage, "Rock of Ages, cleft for me." In the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE for 1776, that hymn first saw the light, although it is evident
the author penned the immortal lines some time antecedently, for we
find two quotations from it introduced by him in a "Reflection" on
Genesis xii. 5, entitled, Life a Journey, which was published in the
Magazine during the previous year. "Rock of Ages," signed" A. T.,"
was printed in the March number in 1776, and was headed, A Living
and Dying Pmyer for the Holiest Believer in the World. The late PRINCE
CONSORT greatly loved this hymn, and called for it on his dying bed,
while Mr. GLADSTONE, who has rendered it in elegant Latin verse, has
expressed-from a poetical point of view-the highest admiration for it.
Into how many of earth's living tongues those Spirit-breathed lines have
been translated is an interesting inquiry, which, perhaps, some of our
literary readers will find pleasure in answering. Will they also kindly send
us any well-authenticated facts going to illustrate the honour God has put
on the fruit of dear TOPLADY's sanctified poetic genius 1 A deeply
interesting volume, we are sure, might easily be written, recording
hundreds of instances in which that GOSPEL MAGAZINE hymn has been
made the medium of ministering peace, hope, and joy to the souls of
God's elect. Had we time at command, such a work of love should
not lack a workman to undertake it. May God, therefore, stir
up some true and faithful servant of His own to supply our lack of
service.
Mr. TOPLADY was succeeded in the Editorship of our pages by the
Rev. ERASMUS MIDDLETON, whose father bore the same Ohristian name.·
He was born at Horncastle, Lincolnshire, in 1739,. After reading for
some time with the Hev. JOSEPH TOWNsEND, at Pewsey, Wilts, he,
in 1767, entered Edmund Hall, Oxford. Whilst in residence there, it.
appears that he was in the habit of meeting Dr. SHILLINGFLEET (then
Fellow of Merton Oollege, a well·known writer, and a cherished friend of a
good LADY HUNTINGDON'S) at Mrs. DURBRIDGE'S, where the Doctor,
after expounding the Scriptures, and offering prayer, would invite the
students to do likewise. Those who took part in these gatherings
were branded as enthusiaets, who talked of inspiration, regeneration,
and drawing nigh to God, and who sang hymns in private houses I
Dr. DURELL, the Vice-Chancellor of the University, did not scruple to
expel Mr. MIDDLETON, on this charge, along with five other under-
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graduates, notwithstanding the friendly intervention in their behalf of
Mr. GEORGE WHITEFIELD, Mr. MAGOWAN, and SIR RICHARD HILL. On
this event occurring, in 1768, Mr. MIDDLETON proceeded to Cambridge,
where he was supported by "FULLER," the banker, a Nonconformist,
at King's College. His ordination took place in Ireland, the BISHOP of
DOWN having accepted him as a candidate for the ministry. He
married a daughter of SIR GILllERT GRIERSON, Bart., of Lagg, Dumfries, and for some time ministered at Dalkeith. In 1775 he was
appointed Lecturer at St. Benet's, Gracechurch Street, London, after
he had held a similar post at St. Helen's, Bishopsgate. In 1783 he
became Chaplain to the COUNTESS of CRAUFORD and LINDSAY. Soon
after this the degree of RD., Cambridge, was conferred on him,
probably by his having become what was known as 'r a ten-year man."
In 1784 he accepted the Curacy of St. Andrew-by-the-Wardrobe, under
the Rev. WILLIAM ROMAINE, and subsequently he became Curate to
the Hon. and Rev. W. B. CADOGAN, at St. LUke's, Chelsea. With the
Evangelical Rector of Chelsea he remained until that gentleman's death,
when he was appointed Assistant Minister at St. Margaret's, Westminster, with the Rev. JOHN DAVIS. Here he remained six years, and
here he lost his wife, in 1802. Two years later Mr. MIDDLETON wa's
presented to the Rectory of Turvey, Beds., by Miss SARAH
FULLER, and here he died, and was buried in 1805. He left two
daughters (writes the Rev. G. F. W. MUNllY, the present courteous
Rector of Turvey), one of whom, Elizabeth, married Mr. HULL, of
Olney, and the other, Margaret, died, unmarried, and was buried at
Olney, in 1856. It was during Mr. MIDDLETON'S tenure of the London
Lectureship that he conducted the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. He was a man of
deep piety, and his pulpit discourses were evidently exceptionally powerful
and truthful. In the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for February, 1776, is found
the review of a funeral sermon preached by him at St. Banet's,
entitled~
"Grace Triumphant."
This review bears TOPLADY'S
favourite signature, "MINIMUS," and it speaks of Mr. MIDDLETON'S
gifts, soundness, and humility in the highest terms, and of his pulpit
style as "masterly and Evangelical." The preacher was then a
young man, and TOPLADY says, "From the tenor of his admirable
sermon, the public are authorized to expect very great things from
the pen of so devout, so judicious, and so masterly a writer all
Mr. MIDDLEToN. Blessed be God for such able and faithful
labourers! 'And thanks to free grace, that not only the lives of
the people who are continually converted under their ministry,
but their deaths also reflect honour and lustre on that glorious
Gospel which is, in deed and in truth, the power of God unto
salvation."
Mr. MIDDLETON'S portrait appeared in the February GOSPEL
MAGAZINE for 1778. He brought out his invaluable Biogmphia
Evangelica-an account of eminent authors and ministers-in four
volumes, in 1779.
. During the first eighteen years of the issue of our MAGAZINE, that
IS, down to 1783, the ~ollowing worthies enriched its pages by their
contributioIl;s :-The Rev. JOHN NEWTON, as "Omicron," twenty-six
letters; as "Vigil," fifteen papers-afterwards forming a most valuable
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permanent volume; *" the Rev. JOHN BERRIDGE, as "Olcl Eve1·ton,o'"
the Rev. AUGUSTUS TOPLADY, under the signatures of "Minimus"
and "Ooncionator," as already intimated; Mr. JOHN RYLAND, as
" Elachistoteros,o" Mr. WILLIAM MASON, as " W. M., Rothe1'hithe ,'" Mr.
JOEL ABRAHAM KNIGHT, of the Tabernacle, Moorfields, as "J. H. K.,o"
with LADY HUNTING;DON, the Rev. HENRY VENN, the Rev. WILLIAM
ROMAINE, Mr. SAMUEL MEDLEY, and a goodly cloud of other ready
writers in the cause of God and truth too numerous to be particularized.
During the period that the issue of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE was
suspended, the Spiritual Magazine nominally took its place-until 1796when Mr, WALTER Row, a personal friend of Mr. TOPLADY'S, to whom
his executors entrusted many of his manuscripts and the publishing
of his works, revived our Publication, and continued to edit it,
supported and aided by the literary contributions of the Rev. Dr.
HAWKER, Mr. SAMUEL EYLES PIERCE, Rev. RICHARD HALE, Rev.
WATTS WILKINSON and others, until 1838, when he rested from his
labours. The MAGAZINE maintained its original truthful character
throughout the remarkably long editorship of Mr. Row. For a short,
time it passed into the hands of the Rev. BAGNALL BAKER, and in
June, 1840, when our much loved and venerated brother and friend,
the late Rev. Dr. DOUDNEY, acquired it, and for fifty-three years
edited its pages to the great edification and comfort of God's scattered
people. Our readers need no comments of ours on the depth of spiritual
affection which grew up, and to the last continued, between themselves
and dear Dr. DOUDNEY through the medium of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
Nor can they ever abate their tender love £01' the memory of the
deeply taught writer of the "Wayside Notes "-the late Mr. COWELLwho edited the MAGAZINE from the date of Dr. DOUDNEY'S death until
the close of 1894, when, having kept the faith, he too finished his
course, and exchanged the pen for the palm, and the "wayside"
for the palace of the King. Blessed men of God! what a record of
Christian stewardship have they left behind them! The imperishable
truths, for which they jealously contended, shine out as brightly from
the pages of their time-honoured writings as on the far-off days when
they registered them. And sure we are that, could they now visit
us in person, they would bid us stand fast, contend earnestly for
the Covenant doctrines of the Gospel, and, through grace, prove faithful
unto death.
And shall we not, beloved friends ~ A precious inheritance has
come down to UB in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE from the hands of a noble
spiritual ancestry, and with it correspending responsibilities-a consideration which leads us to offer a few practical observations to the beloved
readers of the MAGAZINE concerning.. It may interest our dear readers to knoW" that the letters of the Rev. JOHN
NEWTON, which appea.red In the GOSPEL MAGAZINE under the non de plume of
"Omicron," were a.ddressed :-(i. and ii.) to Rev. JOSHUA SYMONDS (Minister of the
Bunyan Meeting House, Bedford»; (lii. and viL) to Mr. JONES, of Hull; (Ix.)
to Rev. JOSEPH MILNER, of Hull; (K. to xii.) to Mr. JOHN THORNTON, London; (xiv.)
to Mr. WILLIAMCOWPER, Olney; (xvii.) to Mr. JOHN RYLAND; (xviii.) to the people
of Olney; and the rema.inder to no person in particular.
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PART n.-ITS FUTURE.
The near approach of a New Year offers a peculiarly favourable
opening for the putting forth of special efforts to utilize this well-tried
Evangelical and Protestant Publication. We therefore appeal to all
our subscribers and readers to unite with us in carrying out a generous
plan which the publishers, Messrs. W. H. and L. COLLINGRIDGE,
announce in our pages this month. Attention is invited to the facsimile of the original" Design of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE "-produced with
remarkable typographical accuracy-which will be found inserted at the
end of this month's number. It will be seen that the Publishers
express their readiness to post a Specimen Copy to any address sent
them by a reader of the MAGAZINE, with a view to extending the
circulation to a still larger constituency in sympathy with the truths
and principles maintained in these pages. If each reader would
prayerfully lay himself out to obtain three or four regular subscribersJ
or encourage two or three friends to unite in taking a copy regularly
from January, 1897, it would be specially encouraging to the promoters
of the venerable GOSPEL MAGAZINE. The EDITOR feels constrained to
press the present opportunity as one favourable for the adoption of
some such fresh scheme as is here laid down. There are large numbers
of God's people, in all parts of the world, who dearly value the distinctive doctrinal teaching and the setting forth of Christian experience
for which the MAGAZINE is so well known, and who, in the absence of
sound pulpit teaching, find one of the most healthful substitutes in the
study of the "things new and old" which appear month by month
in our Christian Periodical. To meet similar needs in the case of
thousands of others is a work of love and faith in which our
readers may well seek to be engaged. To look not on our own
things only, but on the things of others, is the Master's command.
Freely we have received, let us, then, beloved friends, as freely give.
We owe it to the less favoured members of the One Body of Christ
to feed the hungry on our own loaf, and to share our water-cup with
those who d",ell in a dry and thirsty land. It would afford the EDITOR
peculiar joy and encouragement to learn from the PUBLISHERS early in
the New Year that, at any rate, five hundred fresh subscribers had
been enrolled on their list. Surely, such a moderate advance in the
Lord's service is one that may reasonably be made.
In conclusion, the EDITOR'S warm thanks are proffered to those
brethren and sisters in CHRIST, who, by contributing articles and letters
for our pages afford us invaluable assistance in our responsible labours.
May the SPIRIT of grace and truth continue to suggest to their minds
like precious thoughts during the coming year, and direct their pens
to those Divine, profitable subjects, which, for the past hundred and
thirty years have ministered light, consolation, and strength to the
Covenant people of a Covenant God.
THE EDITOR.
WHEN the heart is truly influenced by vital godliness, the upper'
most desire will be to honour Christ.-George Cowell.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
THERE seems to be a ray of light appearing amidst the darkness of
the East, and there is reason at last to hope that, by the united action
of the chief Powers of Europe, the Ottoman Empire will be compelled
to adopt and carry out extensive reforms, which may greatly ameliorate
the lot of its shamefully ill-treated subjects. No promises made by the
SULTAN can be trusted, nor the mere acceptance of a code of reforms;
but if the chief Powers will insist, as they now seem inclined to do,
upon the administration of his empire being placed practically under
their control, a great change for the better may be expected. LORD
SALISBURY'S speech upon the subject at the Guildhall was
listened to with intense interest, and it seems to have made a good
impression abroad. In it he said :-" I never have pledged, and I do
not now pledge, the British Government to any isolated action. He
would be an imprudent man who did that. I say that any isolated
action has been, and would be, most imprudent. What results combined
action will bring about I cannot tell you. I can only tell you this,
that the Concert of Europe seems to me now in a more favourable
condition for achieving the purpose of extirpating this terrible disease
from the south-east of Europe than it has ever been before. I think
the Powers work more closely together, their objects are more nearly
the same, and their tendency to mutual suspicion is less. And we
believe we have some ground for the confident hope that, by placing
ourselves frankly at the side of the European Powers and doing all
we can to develop in them any wish, any desire to procure better
things, doing all we can to direct their counsels wisely, and to bring
their forces, if need be, into useful occupation, we shall be able to
wipe out this great disgrace which blots the fair fields of South-Eastern
Europe, without imperilling the harmony of the Powers or without
bringing in hazard the priceless blessings of that peace which we value
so dearly."
THE United States of America have just passed through a very serious
crisis in their history. The election of a President to the Republic has
been made the occasion of a tremendous struggle between the forces of
capital and labour, national corruption and national integrity, the tyranny
of a bare majority and political liberty. The Times newspaper speaks
of it as being the most momentous election that has taken place in the
United States since the election which precipitated the Civil War by the
return of President LINCOLN. The result of the recent election was that
Mr. McKINLEY was returned by an immense majority, a man whose
name a few months ago was probably more unpopular in Europe than
any other living American citizen, on account of his being associated
with a Protectionist tariff, which has extensively injured the trade of
Europe with America; but the forces which were represented by his
chief opponent were so intensely objectionable, that the defeat of the
latter has been hailed with general satisfaction. It is pleasing to note
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that when the new President was interviewed by the representative of
one of our leading daily papers, after the announcement of his success,
and asked whether he had any message to send to the English nation,
he replied, t.hat although he had no particular message to send them,
the feeling of his mind towards them was expressed in the words,
"Peace on earth, goodwill towards men."
IT is indeed of the utmost importance that peace and goodwill
should be maintained between the citizens of the United States and
ourselves. Are we not kinsmen, and bound together by many ties
of mutual interest 1 A sermon has been recently published by Dr.
PENTECOST, in which he makes a very strong appeal upon this subject.
The closing words of this sermon are these :-" I plead for a more
generous study of America, American people, and American institutions
by Englishmen; a more brotherly feeling; a kindlier consideration; and,
above all, a profound er consideration of the paramount duty of coming
to a better international understanding with us, and a speedy and
ultimate alliance of the two nations for the sake of peace, the civilization
and the Christianization of the world, which is especially the providential
mission of the Anglo-Saxon· race. Let England show herself friendly
and cordial toward her own kith and kin across the sea, and she will
not need to abide in 'splendid' or other kind of isolation among the
nations of the earth; and if the time ever comes (which Gild forbid)
when Europe shall combine against her, her own American offspring will
not stand by and see her burned, and lier kingdom dismembered, for
the lack of active sympathy and national help. It is time that the old
:family feuds should be forgotten, and a blood alliance should be
established, which shall last while the world stands."
A GREAT loss has happened to tbe venerable missionary, Dr. JOHN
PATON, and to his mission, in the total wreck o:f his new mission steamship, the Dayspring, which was so recently collected for, built, and sent
out from England. The little vessel, it appears, left Sydney on the
25th of last September with three months' provisions for the mission
stations, and the mails, &c. , and she struck on a reef off New
Oaledonia. No missionaries were on board, but the captain and a
crew of sixteen men. At first it was feared that nine of the latter
were lost, but a later cablegram states that they arrived all safe at
Cape Capricorn, although they suffered great privations, owing to the
loss of their provisions by their boat being capsized in a heavy sea.
Dr. PATON'S son, Mr. FRANK PATON, has only recently been married,
and gone with his bride to settle down in the cannibal island of West;
Tanna. Much sympathy will be felt for them, for they have been
living there in an empty wooden house, and probably have been
anxiously anticipating the arrival of the mission steamer, because it
contained all their furniture and books, prizes, and wedding presents;
but all were lost in the wreck. The vessel was insured in Australia,
but to what amount is not yet known. A remarkable letter has, however, been received by Dr. PATON'S representative in England, Mr.
A. R. LANGRIDGE, of Southend, since the news of the loss, enclosing
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a cheque for. £1,000 towards buying or building another vessel, and
he says, "Our hearts are thus filled with wonder and gratitude, and
we feel sure God is showing us that He will provide for His own
work."
WE are justly proud of our lighthouses and lightships, giving
mariners manl a timely warning, and directing them on their way;
but perhaps we seldom think how monotonous and how dangerous
must be the lot of those who live in them. It was described by
Lord BYRON as being the most dreary of human existences. A
startling reminder of its dangers has just been given in the fate
which has befallen the lightship stationed at Daunt's Rock, on the
southern coast of Ireland. In a recent storm that lightship disappeared
with her eight occupants, and she has been discovered by a diver, lying
at the bottom of the ocean, close by the rock which she was appointed
to guard. Some of her deck-planks are started, and her bows are
damaged. No one will ever know the full story of her fate; but it
appears that either she was run into by some storm-tossed ship
driving helplessly before the gale, or she was torn from her
anchorage by the tremendous violence of the wind; and her unfortunate crew, having taken refuge below, and having made all tight
and fast, as they thought, and closed the stairs leading to the deck,
to prevent the inrush of the water, were suddenly overwhelmed and
caught as in a death-trap. What a terribly sudden summons into
eternity!
ANOTHER interesting discovery has been made in the Holy Land. It
is thus described in the Quarterly Statement of the Palestine Exploration Fund;"
Dr. BLISS'S excavations in the Tyrop<Bon Valley have brought to light
a very remarkll.ble stone stairway, forming part of a road leading down
from the city past the Pool of Siloam. This stairway'is twenty-four
teet broad, and on its eastern side is a parapet, apparently constructed
to prevent passengers falling over the scarp which exists there. The
steps are thirty-foul' in number, so far as discovered. They are about
seven inches in height, and are arranged in a syatem of wide and narrow
treads alternately, the wide treads measuring between four and five feet
in breadth, and the narrow ones about one foot and a-quarter. The
stones composing these stairs are well jointed, and finely polished by
foot-wear. It is impossible not to be reminded by this most, important
discovery of the statement in Nehemiah iii. 15, that Shallun repaired the
gate of the fountain, the wall of the Pool of Siloam, by the king's
garden, " and unto the stairs that go down from the city of David," This
stairway is less than thirty feet west of the western wall of the (present)
Pool of Siloam. Also another paved roadway leading down from the city
has been discovered near the top of the hill, a little east of David's 'romb,
and apparently continuous with the long street which runs through the
city from the Damascus Gate, and traverses the present Jewish quarter.
In its width, in its kerb on either side, in the size and appearance of
its slabs, and in its inclination, this street resembles the one found in
the Tyrop<Bon Valley. Students of Jerusalem topography have long
been of opinion that such a roadway existed in this situation. The
main thoroughfares of a city are apt to l'emain in the same spots from
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age to age, and it has :always been thought probable thn.t the great
central street of tho Holy Oity was continued further south than the
presont wall.
AT a Homan Oatholic Oonference recently held at Hanley, one of the
Bubjects discussed was, "The [Roman] Oatholic Church and Nonconformity." Oommenting upon this the Olwistian s~ys:The report is suggestive reading. The speakers were entirely free from
the anathematising spirit formerly shown towards Dissenters, and spoke
with appreciation of the religious fervour and the "exalted standard of
morality which they had ever striven for in public life." Their attitude
towards Nonconformists was one more of sorrow than reproach. This is
a part of the changed attitude of Romanism towards "heretics." A
policy of coercion having failed, now that of persuasion is to be tried.
Without bating a jot or tittle of her claims, Rome has altered her
machineries of conversion. We do not think that English people, with
the open Bible in their hands, will be more amenable to her blandish.
ments than to her persecutions. "The voice is the voice of Jacob, but
the hand is the hand of Esau." "Surely in vain is the net spread in the
sight of any bird." Still, the new policy has far more danger in it than
even the old. When error comes posing as the authentic truth, and is
garbed in the decent vesture of a pitying love, she must be carefully
watched. Our safety lies in maintaining an uncompromising front against
these approaches, and in clinging to the simplicities of Bible doctrine
without wavering. The pl'etensions of Rome are so clearly opposed to
the teachings of the Book, that it has only to confront her with them to
make these pretensions incredible and absurd. It was the open Bible
that first woke England from the thraldom of Rome, and it is only this
that can sustain us in our freedom.

THE pretensions of the Romish Church and of her priests have
frequently been noted as most daring and presumptuous, 'but we do
not remember ever to have seen them expressed in a more daring,
presumptuous, and blasphemous manner than in a sermon preached by
a Romish priest in Ireland, and published in an Irish newspaper. The
priest, a " Father" GILDEA,. said : In ancient times the servants of God possessed wonderful powers. By
a single word Moses divided the waters of the Red Sea, and the multitude
passed over on dry land. While wandering in the desert he struck the
rock, and water flowed therefrom. The prophets of old predicted futUl'e
events. Elias raised the widow's son to life. The rulers of this earth have
powers almost as great. They issue commands, and thousands obey; but
a greater power far is given to the priest of God. Every day, in the
sacrifice of the Mass, he can say to the Son of God, "Oome down from
heaven," and immediately Ohrist obeys. At the bidding of a mere creature
the great King of heaven and earth, He whose majesty fills all places,
leaves His throne at the right hand of God, and comes and meekly
rests on our altars, within the little chalice or in the cold ciborium.
What earthly power can vie with this, or, might I add, what heavenly
power either? The angels, indeed, see our Lord face to face, but then
they are not permitted to hold Him in their hands or to control His.
movements. Besides the power which the priest has over the body of
our Lord, he possesses another, if .possible, a greater power still, and
one which almost seems to make him omnipotent" The rulers of this
world have power to open and close the prison gates of earth, but the
priest can open and close the gates of heaven and hell. An earthly
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judge can restol'e the innocent alone to freedom, but the priest can
~ive ~hat blessing ~ven to the guilty.
Take a poor sinner whose soul
IS weighed down With the accumulated sins of many 'years, and see to
whom must he have recourse if he seeks for mercy. Is it to the angels
in heaven P Is it to his guardian angel P to St. Michael, the prince of
the heavenly hosts P to Mary the mother of God P The angels, indeed,
may keep away the evil spirits which surround this poor child of Adam;
Mary may pray for him; but neither the angels n01' Mary can remove one
single sin from off his soul. Who can do this for him P The priest of
God. He can rescue the sinne.r from hell, and make him worthy to be
l'eceived into ,heaven. Go, therefore, where you will, to heaven or
through this earth, you will find only one created being who can forgive
the sinner, and that being is the Catholic priest. Thus we see that the
priest is raised beyond the brightest spirits which God has created or
ever will create, and that to him are given powers which have been denied
to the mother of God and to the angels in heaven. Are we any longer,
then, surprised to hear our Lord addressing those solemn words of
warning to the Church at large P-" Beware of touching My anointed
ones; he who touches them touches the apple of My eye," Is it
any wonder that ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI should have exclaimed, "If I
met an angel and a priest at the same time, I would fi"st bow my knee
to the priest, and then to the

angel.~"

Can human folly and pride. go further than this ~ We should hesitate,
indeed, even to quote or reproduce such awful teaching, were it not
that it may be sometimes really tiesirable to be reminded of the a.lmost
incredible lengths to which human presumption may go.
~.on.eaJ1onb.en.c.e.

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEA.R SIR,-May I ask for a few extra books for Christmas ~ We like
to send a larger supply off at that time, and a few volumes would be
most acceptable. The following is from a friend in Brazil, to whom we
send a monthly parcel. " Your favours have been constant. The little
journals and leaflets have never failed, and every time have appeared full
of life and light. Speaking personally, they have been a great blessing.
to me and my family, and a great help in my work. Far away from
Christian intercourse, and the sweet communion of Christian brethren,
your little visitors have come and blessed me and my wife. Sometimes
we sit together and read the little books, and are thus reminded of home
and the loved ones far away. We then consecrate our lives anew to Him
who called us to labour for Him in this neglected continent. But
-especially have your tracts helped me in the work. The English-speaking
people very seldom attend our Portuguese work, and had it not been for
your kindness they would have completely been cut oft' from all Christian
influence. Your work has been blessed, and is a blessing. The good
Lord reward you."
Soliciting the earnest prayers of our friends on behalf of myself and the
Mission work, I remain,
Yours in Christ Jesus,
ANN EVERARD BRIDER,

I, Wilton Place, Wilton Road, Salisbury, Novembe1' 9th, 1896.
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The Coming oJ C/wilJt,. and Signs p1'eceding IIis Coming. By Pastor
JOHN ·WAITE, Author of Heaven's Open Dom', &c. London: GEORGE
STONEMAN.

book is the substance of seven lectures given by Mr. W AITE, in
England, Canada, and the United States, respecting the signs _ of the
Lord's second coming. Mr. W AITB says:The signs of Christ's coming are of a two-fold character: I. The
aigns manifested by the world. n. The signs manifested by the Church.
I. First, then, the signs manifested by the world. There are four great
signs manifested by the world. 1st. All things in general will seem to
be going on as usual. "But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the
coming of the Son of Man be. For as in the days that were before the
flood, they were eating, drinking, marrying, and giving in maniage, until
the day that Noah entered into the ark, and knew not until the flood
came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of
Man be" (Matt. xxiv. 37-39). .. Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot:
they did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they
builded, but the same day that Lot went out of Sodom, it rained fire
and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all. Even thus shall it
be when the Son of Man is revealed" (Luke xvii. 26-30). So we see that
there will be total blindness and perfect ignorance on the part of the
ungodly world as to the plans of God to send His Son to receive His
Ohurch unto Himself, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye;. notwithstanding the Lord having given us three great signs: The sign of Jonah
(Matt. xii. 40) ; The sign of Lot (Luke xvii. 26); and The sign of N oah
(Luke xvii. 28). If the Ohurch of Christ be so slow to discern the dawn
of the coming millennial day, how can we be surprised at the total
ignorance of the ungodly world and empty professors? Everything willappear about as usual to the unspiritull.l and the worldly eye. In fact,
it is more likely they will be so intensely occupied with the things of
the world, and its improvements, that the coming of the Lord, and the
signs of His coming, will be a thought altogether foreign to them. And
Ohrist will come when men "think not" (Matt. xxiv. 44). 2nd. There will
be an increasing spirit of pleasure. (a)" Lovers of pleasure more than
lovers of God" (2 Tim. iii. 2-4). (b) They will find their" pleasure in
unrighteousness" (2 Thess. ii. 12). (c) They will actualll revel in the
pleasures of sin (2 Peter ii. 13). 3rd. An increasing spirit of infidelity.
England, France, America, Germany, and Russia are called Christian
countries, but there was never a term more misapplied. The truth is,
there are a few Christians in each of these countries, but the nations, aB
such, are ungodly nations. The spirit of infidelity predominates in all
of them, and the sphit of true, Ohristlike Christianity is sadly in the
minority. In all those nations the powers of darkness reign. " When
the Son of Man cometh, shall He find faith on the earth?" (Luke xviii. S.)
4th. An increasing spirit of lawlessness. Nihilists, Anarchists, and Home
"Rulers," or self-governors. The words "home rule" will eventually not
only apply to Ireland, but the day is coming when Austra.lia, India, and
even Canada will want" home rule." Increasing sinfulness, with increasing
knowledge, must inevitably produce the spirit of independence and
the desire for self-government, or no government. We have a fearful
description of the last times in Paul's Second Epistle to Timothy, also
in the Second Epistle of Peter, "This know also, that in the last daylt
perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves,
covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthank.
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ful, unholy, without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, in<continent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, high.
minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; having a form
of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. For
of such are they who creep into houses, and lead captive silly women
laden with sins, led away with divers lusts. For ever learning, and
never able to come to the knowledge of the truth" (2 Tim. iii. 1-7).
"Knowing 'this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers,
walking after their own lusts, and saying, Where is the promise of His
coming P for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were
from the beginning of the creation" (2 Peter Hi. 3, 4). n. The signs mani.
fested by the Church. These are twofold: 1. '.rhe universal spread of
the Gospel. This will not be for the conversi.on of the world, but for a
twofold purpose: (a) For the gathering out of Christ's own Church
(Acts xv.. 14). (b) For a witness against unbelievers at the judgment
(John xii. 48). .. He that rejecteth Me, and receiveth not My words,
hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same
shall judge him in the last day" (John xii. 48), at the close of the
millennial day. The saints, or the redeemed Church, or believerswhichever of these names we choose to call them-will have their works
tried and judged at the commencement of the millennial day; but the
ungodly and Christ.rejecting world will have their judgment at the close
of the millennial day. We repeat this, because of its importance. The
Gospel will be a savour of life unto life, or of death unto death. It is
the sword of the Lord that cuts both ways. 2. A terrible declension
from true piety. The words of the Apostle Paul in reference to this
truth are very weighty and full of meaning, and should be read by all
believers with deep solemnity of heart, and with an earnest prayer
to God that we might be kept faithful unto death, or the coming of the
Lord; and, by grace, be delivered from the power of evil. "Let no man
deceive you by any means; for that day shall not come, except there
come first the falling away, and the man of sin be revealed, the son of
perdition" (2 Thess. iii. 2). During the past few years there has been a
noticeable falling a.way of piety in the Church of Christ. So that many
of those whom we look upon as true believers, allow such things in
their lives as at one time would not be named among the saints of
God. With sorrow of heart we have to confess, that there appears to be
a universal and general understanding that certain sins are allowable,
and nobody interferes or condemns them; 01' if one should raise his
voice against them, he is secretly boycotted and edged out of society.
Although, thank God, one is far better out of such society than in it.
To walk alone with God is far better for the child of God than to have
fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, though they may exist
in professing Christians. I charge you, brethren and sisters, in the name
,of the Lord Jesus Christ, that you seek the Spirit'S enlightening and
guidance, that you may understand the Scriptures in reference to the
signs preceding the coming of Christ. Stand firmly; honour your coming
Lord; denounce evil in yourself and everyone else; earnestly look to God,
and patiently wait for His Son from heaven (1 Thess. i. 9, 10).

Pictztre Pm·tions, and

Ill~tSt1'ated

Gift Mission.
WE have
specimens
gratuitous
attractive.
large size,

Gospels, &c. Published by the Scripture
W. WaIters, 84, St. Paul's Churchyard.

received from the secretary of the Scripture Gift Mission
of illustrated portions of Holy Scripture, designed for
distribution.
They are beautifully got up, and look very
They comprise the four Gospels as "Picture Portions" in
forming beautiful volumes, and also in small size, and tho
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Epistle to the Romans in English; the Gospel of John in Spanish,
Portuguese, Modern Greek, and Arabic; and the Gospel of Luke in
French. Other portions are in preparation. The type is readable; the
paper is good; and the illustrations-which are from original drawings
by the well-known artists, H. A. HARPER and J. CLARK-have been
engraved in first-class style. Several of these Gospels are now issued in
coloured wrappers, and must prove acceptable to any to whom they ar-e
presented. The object of the Scripture Gift Mission is to promote the
circulation of the Scriptures; the reading of one of these Illustrated
Gospels, so unconventional in appearance, having frequently led to the
study of the complete Bible in its familiar form. From the last report it
appears that during the previous twelvemonths 168,000 Illustrated
Gospels, in various languages, were put into circulation by the Mission,
at a cost of £623. The mission has no paid agents; the bulk of each
edition has been forwarded as free grants to Christian workers at home
and Missionaries abroad, numberless testimonies having been received as to
their usefulness as an evangelistic agency. The Scripture Gift Mission
is mainly sustained by subscriptions and donations from those who are
interested in the spread of the Gospel; and the Committee are anxious
to increase the circle of supporters and friends. We heartily bespeak for
this worthy object the generosity of our readers. The Honorary Secretary
is Mr. W. WALTERS, 84, St. Paul's Churchyard, London, E.C.
Memoirs of Henrietta Caracciolo, Princess of Forino, and Ex-Benedictine
Nun. From the Italian. London: Richard Bentley.
WE are sorry to find that this extremely interesting book is out of print.
A new edition of it at the present day would be timely. Its first
publication in Italy made a cqnsiderable sensation, and its re-publication
here, if it could be widely circulated, might make a sensation again
amongst some who seem to be hankering after the follies of Romanism,
and who see no danger in placing their children under the instruction of
nuns, or allowing them to be immured in convents. These memoirs are
those of an Italian princess, who was forced into a convent by her
unkind mother; and she vividly portrays conventual life as she
experienced it, its spiritual darkness an,d ignorance, its hard-heartedness
and cruelty, its vileness and infamy; she also describes the means by
which spiritual light dawned upon her mind, the efforts which she made
to obtain her freedom, and finally her marvellous success. The book is a
record of real life, names and dates and places being fully mentioned.
In reading it one is compelled again to exclaim, how hapless, and,
generally speaking, how hopeless, must be the lot of the poor creatures
who are confined within convent walls. If an Italian princess, belonging
to a powerful family, and having in addition many influential friends,
could be treated as this one was treated, and if she found it well-nigh
impossible to escape-notwithstanding the most strenuous and persevering
efforts made by herself and her friends-what must be the treatment
accorded to less influential nuns, and what their chance of escaping'~ It
is terrible to think that there are at the present time something like five
hundred convents in the United Kingdom, totally excluded from all
inspection, where the same cruelty and wickedness descri1:J,ed in this.
volume may constantly be practised, and perhaps worse.
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A GonciJse ManuaZ of Baptism. By J. HUNT OOOKE. London: Baptist
Tract and Book Society.
THE author of this little book says that its "aim is to provide a manual
on Baptism for the young people of Baptist congregations, for either
private or class study." "It is," he says, "believed that there are not
a few pastors who will gladly welcome such a compendium, and be pleased
~o use it as a text.book for a winter's study for their young people."
Home Words fm" Heart and Hearth and The Day of Days Annual
Volumes for 1896. London: Hmne Words Publishing Office.
VERY attractive volumes, full of good illustrations, and interesting and
instructive reading. Nice presents for Ohristmas or the New Year.
Helping Hands, and other Readings. The Annual Volume of the Herald
of Mercy for 1896. London: Morgan and Scott.
STRIKING anecdotes, and pithy pieces, well illustrated.

THE COMING YEAR.
(PSALM xlvi. 1, 2.)

I AM listening for the footfall of the swiftly coming year,
And my heart is throbbing quickly with alternate hope and fear;
What's the message it will bring me from the world of the unseen P
Shall it be of peace and gladness, or of sorrow's anguish keen P
Shall the dear tones of affection still make music for the ear,
Or bereavement's dart so fatal cause the flow of bitter tear P
Shall th.e coming days glide gently in a quiet, even way,
Or shall pain and loss and trouble rule all with remorseless sway P
Ah! I cannot read the future-mercy hides it all from me;
My poor heal·t might faint with terror should I some great woe·
foresee;
But, my God and Heavenly Father in Christ Jesus, I would trust
In Thy love's unerring wisdom, though my hopes be laid in dust.
Better far to be corrected than to wander from Thy way;
Better know Thy help in sorrow than to make the world my stay;
So I trust the coming New Year shall to me a message bring,
That Thy grace shall make me ready for my coming Saviour.King.
So, whatever time's unfoldings, may my heart find rest in Thee,
Though the world around be troubled like a restless, surging sea;
May Thy Spirit whisper sweetly that with Thee is perfect peace,
And the fruit of holy living evermore in me increase.
Vli/ton.
E. L. T.
END OF VOJ,UME XXXI.-NEW SERIES.
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