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.. Who comforteth us iu all our tribnl..tiou. that we may be able to comfort them whioh are in any
trouble. by the comfort wherewith we ollrselves are comforted of God,"-2 COR. i. 4.

"HE KNOWETH."
"But He knoweth tM way that I take " when He halh tried me, I
shall come forth as gold." - JOB xxiii. J.O.

THESE words of the afflicted patriarch's are rich in trnth and depth
of experience. They are the property of all believers in the LORD
JESUS CHRIST, inasmuch as the heirs of the kingdom travel, for the
most part, by one and the same road. "We must through much
tribulation enter into the kingdom of GOD" (Acts xiv. 22). "For
unto you it is given in the behalf of CHRIST, not only to believe
on Him, but also to suffer for His sake" (Phil. i. 29). Further,
the Apostle, writing to the saints at Col08se, shows that CHRIST
has left a legacy of disciplinary suffering to His militant Church
on earth-" who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up
that which is behind of the afflictions of OHRIST in my flesh for His
body's sake, which is the Church" (Col. i. 24). The vision of the
glorified, as recorded in the Book of Revelation, represents the
blood-washed multitude as a people who had "come out of great
tribulation" (chap. vii 14). And we find the Apostle PETERwho, like JEREMIAH, was a man who "had seen affliction"exhorting the much-tried saints in terms which prove that their
manifold troubles were ordered in counsels of wisdom and love.
"Beloved, think it not strange concerning' the fiery trial which is
to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you"
(1 Peter iv. 12). No; there is nothing" strange" in the methods
of our heavenly FATHER. He has thought out beforehand the
pilgrimage of all His chosen and redeemed ones. There is not
an ingredient in the cup of anyone of them which has not been
accurately weighed in the balances of the sanctuary, and proportioned to the oondition of the exercised soul. The fiery trial
appointed to the patriarch JOB was -one which had first cost the
eternal mind of the LORD the fullest consideration. It was to
Him no "strange thing," but was rather one of those "ancient
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things" of which" many are with Him" (Job XXlll. 14). Yes,
beloved brethren, uith Him / For our allotted tears have been in
His book from the days of eterni~y-with Him, to dispense in our
. nights of sorrow, that our couch may be well watered with the
:Bame. "All the night [or, as the margin, every night] make I
my bed to swim; I water my couch with my tears" (Psalm vi. 6).
How it stills our heaving breasts to remember that our tears are
treasured in His memorial bottle. "Thou tellest my wanderings;
]'Jut Thou my tears into Thy bottle" (Psalm lvi. 8). Not one of
them is forgotten before GOD. It is this knowledge our FATHER has
ef the way that we take which comforts our trembling hearts in the
]hour of distress. "He knoweth the way that I take!" Yes, forI. He foreknew it. "Known unto the LORD are all His works
from the foundation of the world." He predicted to ABRAHAM,
ISAAc, and J ACOB, hundreds of years before the events, the way of
Israel in Egypt, in the wilderness, and in the land of Canaan. No
truth, perhaps, ministers more powerfully to the resignation of the
believer's mind; as regards the leadings and dispensations of the
LoRD'S grace and providence, than this of His perfect foreknowledge.
1t is solid consolation indeed to realize that the persons of the
saints are "elect according to the foreknowledge of GOD the
FATHER " (1 Peter i. 2), and that, therefore, events and circumstances
£ffecting their temporal and eternal interests have been reananged by Him. The key of foreknowledge hangs a the
Divine girdle, and is always at the command of our loving, faithful,
and all-wise FATHER.
I O chance or accident can arise in the
history of a child of GOD. Neither is possible. Both are excluded
byihe fact of the absolute and particular foreknowledge of the
MOST HIGH! "The way" that we take is thus a safe and a
pleasant way. Its darkest winding.s are lighted up when once
we grasp afresh the precious truth, "He knoweth-He foreknoweth ! "
2. The 'believer is taught, too, concerning his "way," that the
LoRD approves it. "He knOll'cth the way that I take" means He
is acquainted with it approvingly.
Of course, His omniscience
enables Him to know the ways of the wicked also. But the Divine
knowledge of which JOB speaks is the knowledge to which DA VID
refers, when He says, "For the LORD knoweth the way of the
l-ighteous: but the way of the ungodly shall perish" (Psalm i. 6).
Our heavenly FATHER takes delight in His people, and their
ebedient goings are well-pleasing before Him. Nothing is too
simple, or trivial in their daily walk and service for His observation.
This truth lies at the root of the Apostolic exhortation, "That ye
might walk worthy of the LORD, unto all pleasing" (Col. i 10).
It pleases our GOD to behold His sons and daughters witnessing for
Eis truth by life and lip. "As the cold of snow in the time of
:harvest, so is a faithful messenger to them that send him; for he

The Gospel Magazine.

707

refreshr-th the soul of his master3" (Prov. xxv. 10). The LORD
lovingly approves the way of patient, devoted, filial conformity to
His holy will. It is thus. He knoweth the way that we take.
3. His knowledge is perfect. Whether we consider the nature or
the scope of this knowledge of the way by which the redeemed
travel towards the city of habitation, we trace perfection in its every
detail. As has already been noted, the persons of God's people have
been ever present in His ~ind and heart. So, too, it is written
of the days of their pilgrimage, cc The LORD knoweth the days of
the upright" (Psalm xxxvii. 18). Their .dark days and their bright
days, their days of prosperity and those of adversity, are alike
known to the LORD. He enters, with profound concern, into each
moment of our daily lot, beloved brethren, and tenderly arranges
our path for us. There is not a thorn in our nest, or a slippery
place in our path, or a besetting foe to our progress unseen by His
<3ye, or neglected by His hand. The temptation may beset us of
thinking that our way is hid from the LORD, but in reality that can
never be. He knows, and compassionates, the iufirmities of all
the members of His beloved family. "Like as a father pitieth his
children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear Him. For He knoweth
our frame: He remembereth that we are dust" (Psalm ciii. 13, 14).
Kuowledge is the spring of this wondrous pity. The LORD knows
{Jur frame-or, formation, as the word implies-.:.the manner in which
we are constructed, and the material of which we are made. This
fact moves the spring of His fatherly sympathy and compassion.
Accordingly He deals with His frail and dependent children.
There is not a p1:l.ng our bodies experience--nor the' smalles.t
.ailment that affects our health-but our FATHER. knoweth it!
What a touching illustration of this truth is the condescension
which placed on the sacred pages of Holy Writ the case of the
godly Shunamite's child, and to clothe the incident with pathetic
interest by recording the very words of the little sufferer-cc:My
head, my head!" No doubt the eyes oE many sick ones whom
the LORD loves will peruse the lines now being penned. May it
be granted everyone of these to meditate with consolation and
joy on the sweet verity, cc My FATHER KNOWETH!" The" dust,"
which He never forgets His dear people-though redeemed-still
are, is precious in His sight. Zion has been purchased at too costly
a sacrifice-even the blood of the spotless LAMB of GOD-tO allow
·of the REDEEMER'S doing other than taking pleasure in her stones,
and favouring her very dust. MATTHEW HENRY has a profitable
Teflection on this subject of J EHOVAH'S pity for the weaklings in
His family, and observes: ., The FATHER pitieth His children
that are weak in knowledge, and instructs them; pities them when
ihey are froward, and bears with them; pities them when they
are sick, and comforts them; when they are fallen, and helps them
up again; when they have offended, and, upon their submLssion,
2 z 2
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forgives them; when they are wronged, and rights them. Thus,
, the LORD pitieth them that fear Him.''' A more modern author,
eloquently and truthfully writes thus on the words, "We are
dust" : "I never see one of those spiral pillars of dust which, like a
simoom, rush along the road upon a windy day, without thinking,
" There is an image of life.' Dust and a breath! Observe how
the apparent' pillar' is but a condition, an active condition, of the
particles of dust and those particles continually changing. The
form depends on the incessant movement. The heavy sand floats
on the impalpable air while it partakes its motion; let that cease
and it falls. So the dull clods of the field, smitten by force, take
wings and soar in life, partake for a time its rapid course, and then,
the force exhausted, fall back into their former state. A whirl, a
flux, maintained by forces without, and ceasing when they are
withdrawn; that is our life." All this our most loving heavenly
l!-'ATHER remembers, and accordingly deals with us. It is in the
exercise of this paternal mindt'ulness that He ., knoweth how to
deliver the godly out of temptation" (2 Peter ii. 9). The enemies
of our souls are too mighty and too many for ourselves, and our
salvation is found alone in the LORD, in whom is everlasting
strength. We flee unto Him to protect the poor frail dust from
the "terrible blast" that beats upon it. Against sin, the flesh,
the world, and the devil, we are as weak as the dust on the public
highway. And that no one knows so perfectly as He who has
provided in the DIVINE MAN at His right hand" a Man (who)
shall be as an hiding-place from the wind, and a covert from the
tempest" (Isaiah xxxii. 2).
Let us, then, beloved in CHRIST, seek grace to realize, with the
tried patriarch JOB, the precious and very practical truth that,
whatever betide us, and however our present lot may be mysterious
and dark, He knoweth the way that we take, and that when He
hath fully tried us we "shall come forth like gold," fitted for the
MASTER'S use on high: vessels made unto honour, stamped with
the royal insignia of Him whose we are, and reflecting in our
glorified bodies the perfections of the HOLY ONE-unto whose
beauteous likeness we have been, through sovereign grace,
TIrn EDITOR.
predestinated to be conformed.
,. THE holy people." To be holy is to be set apart for holy use by
God's appointment. And when a person, or thing, so set apart, was
sprinkled with the blood of a Levitical sacrifice, it was said to besanctified, or consecrated to God. In this respect the whole people of
Israel, the temple, priest, altars, &c., were called holy; but this
was only ceremonial holiness, and typical of the holiness of God'S.
elect, who are set al'art in God's purpose, and chosen, that they may
be holy; and when called, and sprinkled with the blood of Christ, they
are really holy.-BeTTidge.
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THE WILL OF GOD.
Being predestinated according to the purpose of Him who worketh all
things after the counsel of His own will."-EpHESIANS i. 11.
DEAR brethren in Christ, let us, while we journey along our Godappointed path, confer together on the precious things set forth in the
above-quoted passage, for they are well calculated to cheer our hearts
and quicken our steps. Each word is pregnant with deep teaching.
The cluster is a goodly one. It comes to us from the land flowing
with milk and honey. Grapes in the wilderness are doubly refreshing,
and because the Lord well knows ;that this is so, he has sent His
pilgrim people these "words in season."
We shall do wisely by
considering each contained truth separately, and then collectively.
Thus1. "Being predestinated." What profound depths of meaning are
covered by that wondrous word, "predestinated!" Who can affect
to tell them out ~ J ehovah alone knows what it is to conceive,
determine, and arrange the destinies of an immortal soul! and what
to fix, unalterably, the events, in time and in eternity, affecting countless
millions of Adam's race! One need not marvel that unconverted
characters should shun :md contemn a subject so fruitful in glory to
God and in humiliation to man. Perhaps, no revealed truth is more
hateful to and hated by the vast bulk of sinful men than this-that, in
the sovereignty and liberty of His grace, the Most High has eternally
decreed the salvation of a special people, notwithstanding that "by
nature" they are "the children of wrath, even as others'> (Ephes.
ii. 3). The fact that all men, as sinners, are under the curse, and
exposed to the just wrath of an offended God, is wholly ignored by
proud-hearted disputers against the truth. Such persons reason as
though sinful rebels had a claim on salvation, whereas the only
just claim anyone of us possesses is on the displeasure of Him whose
Divine authority we have presumptuously despised. Brethren, when
we humbly consider the nature of the act of God's free grace in deigning to enter our worthless names in the Lamb's Book of Life, do we
iDot tremble at the thought of how narrowly we escaped the everlasting
torments which were our undoubted desert ~ And does not a sense
of the unqualified treeness with which the Divine will acted, cause us
to present the truth of God's predestination to others in a chastened
spirit ~ The effect of that grace on our own hearts tends to soften
and sanctify our testimony concerning it to our fellow-men, and we feel
no sympathy with those who are satisfied to coldly treat of it from a
merely doctrinal point of view. The difference between expe:riencing
predestination and theorizing about it is vital, and must be insisted
upon.
To the grace-saved sinner, however, the sweet truth of his heavenly
Father's love in giving him a place among the princes of His people
presents an inexhaustible subject for contemplation and spiritual delight.
Nothing serves more effectually to abase the soul at the footstool of
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mercy than a deep and ever deepening realization of our personal
sinfulness and corruption, in presence of the loving determination of
the Lord to save us unto the uttermost.
"Pause, my soul, adore, and wonder!
Ask, '0 why such love to me ? '
Grace hath put me in the nu~bor
Of the Saviour's family;
Hallelujah!
Thanks, eternal thanks, to Thee!"
Ah, yes! it is a good thing to keep in constant and grateful remembrance the grace that predestinated us unto everlasting glory, and to
have in our minds a true sense of the horribleness of "the pit" from
whence we have been in tender mercy delivered. An interesting record
is to be found of one, Trinislaus, who originally was a plain husbandman, but, having been ennobled, was afterwards raised by a Princess
of Bohemia to share her royal dignity. Upon .his exaltation,' he hung
up in his castle, at Vispgrode, a pair of wooden shoes, saying, "I
brought these with me to be shown to my successors, that they might
know me the first of their royal line to have been called from a cart
to my high dignity; and I brought them also that I myself may be
constantly reminded of my having nothing whereof to be proud." Is
it not thus, beloved, with us who were once the miserable serfs of sin,
but are now enjoying the glorious liberty of the children of God ~ To
our Divine predestination we owe all our present and eternal prospects
~"being predestinated."
But our predestination unto salvation is traced by the Spirit, in the
passage, to the purpose of our God, "according to the purpose of Him."
All J ehovah's ways are in accordance with purpose. Not the most
trivial act discernible, even in the realm of His provideuce, is purposeless. Thus Jesus taught His disciples, "Are not two sparrows sold
for a farthing ~ and one of them shall not fall on the ground without
your Father" (Matt. x. 29). Purpose underlies universal ;creation,
the human fall, and the Church's redemption. We cannot conceive
of anyone of these three great crises apart from supreme purpose.
There is nothing fortuitous in them. Design is traceable in all the
works of God's hands. "The heavens declare the glory of God, and
the firmament showeth His handiwork" (Psalm xix. 1). His thoughts
are very deep! They invite our closest and devoutest study. No
occupation tends more effectually to elevate our souls, than to
meditate upon the ways of God in the salvation of His people. His
wisdom is everywhere apparent, We see on every side the cooperation of wisdom, power, and grace, and the "purpose" of the
Divine mind manifesting itself in ten thousand aspects. Not a
Covenant blessing, the smallest, comes to us, beloved brethren, that
is not according' to "purpose" in the heart of our God and Father.
The words of Boaz to his reapers concerning Ruth, the Moabitess,
have a certain application to all believers, "And let fall also some of
the handfuls of purpose fm' her, and leave them, that she IDay glean
them, and rebuke her not" (Ruth i. 16). As the Psalmist has said,

" That Thou givest them they gather; Thou openest Thine hand, they
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are filled with good" (P.salm civ. 28). Oh, how precious to our
souls is this Gospel truth that He has predestinated us "according to"
His purpose. The end and the means thereto are included in that
purp?se. It might seem to some that it was only R,uth's "hap" to
light on "a part of the field belonging to Boaz, who was of the
kindred of Elimelech" (Ruth ii. 2), but it is our joy to know that
" The way of man is not in himself; it is not in man that walketh.
to direct his steps." Thus our going out and our coming in, our downsitting and up-rising are ordered by the Lord. Every breath we dra.w
is numbered by Him, and neither one more nor one fewer of' the
pulsations of our hearts shall we experience than He has determined
for us. "According to His purpose "-a purpose of which it is said"The purpose' of Him wlw wOTketh all things after the counsel of His
own will." His counsel has its origin in His own will. It is not
suggested by others, nor regulated by circumstances. Oircumstances
themselves are what he determines them to be. Perverted man mllY
arrogate to himself independence of the Most High, but He knowetb.
what is in man, and therefore takes "the wise" in their own craftiness.
The human will in the apostate race of Adam is enmity against God;
it is not subject to the law of God's will," neither indeed can be It
(Rom. viii. 7). But the Holy Spirit is able by grace to "renew" the
spirit of "the mind" (Ephes. iv. 23). "Thy peoplcl shall be willing
in the day of Thy power" (Psalm cx. 3). Then the sovereign wilt
of God becomes dominant in the renewed mind. "Yea, Thy law is
within my heart" (P.salm xl. 8). The habit of referring "all things"
to the" counsel" of the Divine" will " grows upon the believer as the
Spirit leads him onward in the new life. Restfulness and calm reign
inwardly in proportion to this gracious progress, and the path of the
just shines more and more unto perfect day. Oh, brethren, let us
earnestly seek to press forward in this happy, blessed experience, and.
to "know no will but His!" To lie passive-as clay-in His faithful,
loving, powerful hands is our highest privilege and honour. T.o be
moulded and polished according to His unerring will, is our appOinted
inheritance. It is only a little while, and all the discipline and proof
to which He is at present subjecting us will be perfected. The gold
in the crucible will soon reflect His glorious likeness. "When He
hath tried me I shall come forth as gold."
Clifton.
J. O.
ORUMBS OF REAL OOMFORT FOR THE TEMPTED.
the Lord's people are as secure in the everlasting Oovenant
of J ehovah, Father, Son, and Spirit, as Christ is Himself secure at the
right hand of God; not one hair of their heads can possibly be tou.ched.
unless the Lord permits it. We want the dear people of God to enter
iut') these precious tru.ths for their comfort; we want them always to
remember that they are safe now, everlastingly secure in the Covenant
of a faithful Jehovah, that none cau take them out of His hand; and
let the world reel to and fro under their feet, they are safe in the
hollow of His hand, who keeps them, and will keep them to the end.K1·ause.
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY1"
(EZEK1EL

xlvi. 21·24,-Concludedfrom page 656)

" THE:"i He brought me into the outer court, and caused me to pass by
the four corners of the court." The Lord brought the Prophet step by
step. " The same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon Him"
(Rom. x. 12. "For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body,
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and
have been all made to drink into one Spirit" (1 Cor. xii. 13); therefore,
still waiting upon Him for the wisdom we so much lack, let us seek
to follow, that we may be taught also. On one occasion, Ezekie1
testifies, "As I sat in mine house, the hand of the Lord fell there
upon me; and He put forth the form of an hand and took me up
by a lock of mine head" (Nazarite-ship must have been prolonged, for
the hair thus to grow. Lord, take hold of us in our desire to be
separate from the world for Divine teaching and fellowship), "and the
Spirit lifted me up between the earth and the heaven." Is not" the
self-same Spirit" able to lift us up 1 He who inspired the Prophet
Ezekiel, is He not the Revealer of the deep things of God (1 Cor. ii.
10) to babes, not the princes of this world, nor the wise and prudent 1
So that in this attitude and deepening conviction of being nought, God
is glorified as we look up and trust His grace to make manifest the
mysteries of His 'Vord.
Ezekiel had been shown at the commencement of this vision (chap.
xl.) "His foundation is in the holy mountains" (Psalm lxxxvii. 1); and
before him was portrayed "the frame of a city," the reed to measure
which was in the hand of a man; fur none else but the Man Christ
Jesus can estimate its proportions, or the extent of the wall surrounding it, even salvation (Isaiah xxvi. 1); but he beheld the breadth and
height of it equal, a perfect square; true to the dimensions infinit.e
wisdom, love, and grace designed. Then the gates by which "the
righteous nation that keepeth the truth shall enter in" came in review
with wondrous "detail, while" every little chamber" is touchingly noted
with a very significant provision of tables -not altars for sacrifices-and
these of hewn stone from nature's quarry, fitted and made "lively
stones to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus
Christ" (1 Pet. ii. 5), another index of Gospel times being referred to.
Then the chambers of the singers, "their prospect towards the south ""In chambers of the melting south,

When answered prayer has filled our mouth,
Singing and joyful praise ensue,
To tell what wonders God can do.
The threshold we have already referred to-stairs to ascend by,
suggestive of gradual teaching and growing experience (Song ii. 3).
Windows to admit "the Light of the World" (not composite candles,
dimly mocking the noonday sun); and palm-trees for shade (Song ii. 3) ;

~
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no need of blinds, and even these channels of light "coveredceiled with wood," no stone seen!
Ezekiel is brought to the porch of the house, the place of doubting souls
(John x. 23, 24); not yet entered in, because of unbelief (Reb. iv. 19).
"Then he brought me to the temple."
Hitherto he had been occupied
with the gates, &c" of the court; now he is shown the door, and as
there is but One into the presence chamber of the Lord of Hosts, we
cannot mistake the import of the two-leaved entrance, for Jew and
Gentile; "for. through Him we both have access by one Spirit unto the
Father." "I am the Door; by Me if any man enter in, he shall be
saved." Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the Door of the sheep"
(John x. 9, 7). "No man cometh unto the Father but by Me;"
therefore we must look, in every detail connected with the door, for
some characteristic of Him, by whom alone we can have entrance into
the privileges of sanctuary-worship and fellowship with God. "It was
made with cherubims and palm-trees, so that a palm-tree was between
a cherub and a cherub, and every cherub had two faces, so that the
face of a man was toward the palm-tree on the one side, and the face
of a young lion toward the palm-tree on the other side; it was made
through all the house round about." All Christ, and only He, seen
everywhere. "Upright as the palm-tree." It will not be pressed
down, or bound downwards, or grow crooked, though heavy weights
be laid on it. It is the usual 'emblem of constancy, fruitfulness, and
victory, producing many suckers from one root, and the higher it
grows the stronger and broader its shade. Surely it points us to the
righteousness of His holy life and obedience unto death, in virtue of
which we are justified and have access to God (Rom. v. 1, 2). The
cherub, as in Psalm xviii. 10, "He rode upon a cherub and did fly;
yea, he did fly upon the wings of the wind," seems to be used as a
vehicle to convey to our minds some conception of His Divine,
heavenly, spiritual nature, having swift transition-power to come to
our help, wings to overshadow and shelter, combined with the face of
a man, "touched with the feeling of our infirmities," in tenderest
sympathy; and the face of a young lion, "the Lion of the tribe of
.Tudah," prevailing for us, able to grapple with our adversary the
devil, the old lion, whom He will bruise under our feet shortly.
Angels cannot be intended here, for they have no connection with the
Door, and cannot admit us into the presence of God, and saints are
€qually incapable of opening a way of access! "Christ is All and in
all." The Spirit of wisdom and revelation delights to testify of Him.
"In, the temple every whit of it uctereth His glory." "From the
ground unto above the door were cherubims and palm-trees made and
on the wan of the temple."
"We would see Jesus," therefore, all
around!
The Prophet is shown "the enlarging and winding about still
upwardg to the side chambers, still upward-still upwarci-and so
increased from the lowest chamber to the highest in the midst"
(chap. xli. 7). The soul enlarged and expanding heavenward; "They
go from strength to strength; everyone of them in Zion appeareth
before God. " (Psalm lxxxiv. 7). "But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ" (2 Peter iii. 18). He is
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brought to Bee the glory of the God of Israel displayed in the" hous&
of God, which is the Church of the living God, the pillar and ground
of the truth" (1 Tim. iii. 15), and bidden to show the house to the
house of Tsrae1, and to let them "measure the pattern," that by a holy
geometry they may, in the spirit of their minds, take all the
dimensions of it and be transformed into the likeness of the heavenly
pattern. These are those holy and heavenly mathematics none can
learn but those who are taught of God (Trapp). He sees the fashion
of the house, the goings out thereof and comings in thereof: all theforms, ordinances, and l1aws thereof, "and the whole limit thereof
round about shall be most holy. Behold, this is the law of thehouse." It is a mine of deep instruction we may well dig in with
prayerful waiting upon God for light to understand its full import.
The Prophet declares, "the Spirit took me up and brought me into
the inner court." Only by the same leading can we enter there.
"Then He brought me forth into the outer court and caused me to
pass by the four corners of the court" (chap. xlvi. '21). There were three
courts of the temple: The outer, the court of the Gentiles, beyond
which they were not permitted to enter; the court for Israel, where, as
purified worshippers, all Israelites had right of admission;' and the inner
court for the ministrations of the priests. We, therefore, have here
Divine leading to contemplate Gentile worship in its world-wide aspect.
"He caused me to pass by the four corners of the court, and, behold,
in every corner of the court there was a court."
Here is another
. , E.W.,
striking behold! to arrest the Prophet's attention and ours.
in every corner of the earth King Emmanuel holds His court., and the
prophetic eye was given to behold it. "Ask of Me, and I shall give
Thee the heathen for Thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the
earth for Thy possession" (Psalm ii. 8): "Wherefore He is able to save
them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him" (Heb. vii. 25).
In every corner a court for praise.
" Let all the world in every corner sing,
My God and King!
The Ohurch with Psalms must shout,
No door can keep them them out;
But, above all, the heart
Must bear the largest part.
Let all the world in every corner sing,
1\1:y God and King!"
,

And, behold, this word of the Prophet is going on fulfilling in the
court of the Gentiles, the outer court, everywhere, in every corner of
it, is to be all enclosed place where men of every kindred, tongue, and
people shall worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. In every
corner, in every spot where the sinner is hemmed in, and has no way
of escape by reason of his sins taking hold upon him, ihe1'e a court
will be found! Ready to perish, like Esther, with no alternative-to
stay away must be death in due time, to approach may be death
immediate-in such a corneT Kin~ Jesus holds His court and sits upon
the royal throne to behold the suppliant, fearing to draw nigh, and
extend the golden sceptre of mercy, love, and grace, filling the soul with
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peace and joy. The court of our EMPRESS QUEEN is more accessible than
those, of many of her contemporary sovereigns, but she never holds a
court in eveTy corneT of her vast dominions, as Emmanuel our King
does continually. How many a distressing corner does the child of God
get into, and often by his own folly! How many a corner he is in
circumstantially, physically, mentally, and spiritually! Yet there never
was It corner without a court, and these many courts all lead into the
King's presence-chamber, His palace, and the many mansions of our
Father's house. Oh, tried believer, behold this significant index pointing
you to peace! Infinite wisdom in the Architect designed these corners
and the courts in them, making provision of access for every time of
need.
"And in the four corners of the courts there were courts joined of
forty cubits long and thirty broad j these four corners were of one
measure." Here we see the unity and fellowship of the company of
privileged courtiers. It is the design of our Lord, and His prayer is
being fulfilled, H, That they all may be one, as Thou, Father, art in
Me, and I in Thee, that they all may be one in Us." Not that there
may be the visible outward unity clamoured for in, the present day,
in a conglomerated mass of contradictory and erroneous opiniom, but
that each one brought by Divine grace to the footstool of King Jesus,
whom, having found favour in His eyes, He raises to the dignity of
fellowship with the Father and His Son Jesus Christ, may also have
fe110wship by the Spirit one with another. As the Apostle speaks of
!' the Head, even Christ, from whom the whole body, fitly joined togethe1'
and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the
effectual working in the measure of every part" maketh increase of the
body to the edifying of itself in love" (Eph. iv. 16).
The same
thought is in Colossians ii. 19-the body connected with the Head, and
"by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit togethe1',
illcreaseth with the increase of God." How long is this }oining of the
courts to go on i Forty points to the length of the wilderness dispensation, and its breadth thirty cubits, Thirty is the number of maturity
for service and office (Gen. xli. 46 j 2 Sam. v. 4; Luke iii. 23). This
joining together is going on, and will last through the wilderness
dispensation here below; its breadth is to be in harmony with maturity
of wisdom in the Word. "When I became a man, I put away childish things." Let us seek after the unity of the Spirit, and endeavour
to keep it in the bond of peace, remembering it is to be broad as well
as long, but Sanct1taTY In'eadth determined by the _standard measurethe Holy Scriptures.
"These four corners were of one measure."
"Till we all come in
the unity of the faith of the knowledge of the Son of God unto a
perfect man, unto the meaSUTe oj. the stature of the fulness of Ch-rist."
Less measure than this is too nan'oiv,o outside it is too broad! " And
there was a row of building round about in them, round about them
four."
In every camel' of the court is seen "Jesus Christ, Himself
being the chief corner-stone; in whom all the building fitly framed
together groweth unto a holy temple in the Lord: in whom ye also
are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit"
JEph. ii. 21, 22). The words of the Apostle are like a Divine commen-

716

The Gospel Magazine.

tary upon this abstruse text in Ezekiel's prophecy, and have been made
to shed a glorious light upon this difficult concluding paragraph. A
row of building is an erection in a straight line; yet it is said to proceed
from each corner round about, conveying the idea of compact unity
with progression arising from an uniform foundation. Thus proceeding
from each of the four corners of the utter court, in a straight line or
row, the building would meet and join at the sides, and its ultimate
issue be one consolidated square! The perfection of the vision is thus
reached. The court of the Gentiles, when thus completely joined, its four
corners, N.S.E.W., representing its world·wide character, becomes the
utmost boundary of the sacred enclosure. The court for Israel being
next within, they are now become one in Christ Jesus, and a royal
priesthood, "an holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to
God by Jesus Christ" (1 Peter ii. 5); and" having boldness to enter
into the Holiest by the blood of Jesus." Then the mode of construction of the row of building is shown to be alike everywhere: "It was
made with boiling places under the rows round about. Then said he
unto me, These are the places of them that boil, where the ministers of
the house shall boil the sacrifices of the people." A manifest preparation of the portion of the sacrifices upon which the people are to feed.
We have already seen the import of the word boil or seethe; that
Aaron and his sons, in the day of consecration to their office as
ministers of the sanctuary for the people, were commanded, "Boil the
flesh at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and there eai-it
with bread that is in the basket of consecrations" (Levi viii. 31).
Thus they should feed upon their portion in a stat.e of ebullition,
their hearts hot within them as they feasted upon the portion assigned
them of the precious sacrifice; "the things touching the King," set
forth as the all-conquering Ram, should make their souls to bubble up,
boil over, overflow (as the margin of Psalm xlv. 1, renders" inditing "),
so that "out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh,"
and their tongues bl}Come as the pen of a ready writer. Now, boiling
places (if those that boil must mean places where this effect is produced upon the people's portion and set before them, so thA.t the
warming effect passes from heart to heart, and this is to take place in
the utter court of the Gentiles, as it did of old time at the door of the
tabernacle of the congregation. The builded-together effect is to ensue.
In such spots, in such assemblies, heart is knit to heart, and there is
"an increase of the body to the edifying of itself in love." "Did not
our heart burn within us while He talked with us by the way, and
while He opened to us the Scriptures," by the instrumentality of His
servants ~ What know we personally of boiling places in the courts of
the Lord's house ~ Alas! how many in the sanctuary worship are
"neither cold nor hot, but lukewarm," indifferent to the soul-ravishing
feast prepared and set forth by "the ministers of the house." Yet,
surely, there are many also who can testify of souls a-fired with holy
ardour, uplifted with fervent glow, and thrilling to overflowing with the
heavenly themes the Divine Spirit declares in "cloven tongues, like as of
fir,e," denoting still His presence and indwelling with "the ministers of
the house." Building together takes place, not with the cold, untempered mortar of outward conventionalism, but with the warm underL
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current, the cohesive principle of Divine love, "the love of God shed
abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghost that is given to us." Thus
the row of building made or constructed with boiling places under the
rows is in perfect harmony with the Gospel figure of "lively stones,
built up a spiritual house."
With J acob of old, we call such places Beth-el. "This is none
other than. the house of God. and this is the gate of heaven;" and in
the pilgrimage journey of life love to rear an altar there again,
saying, "It is good for us to' be here."
"My willing soul would stay
In such a frame as this;
And sit and sing herself away
To everlasting bliss."
Oh for more of these boiling places! constraining us "by the mercies
of God to present our bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God,
which is our reasonable service;" that, being crucified with Christ, we
might be dead to the world that rejects Him, and have more and more
umon and communion, heart-knitting and compacting together in a holy
concord with all that love our Lord Jesus Ohrist in sincerity! "I believe
in the communion or saints."
This closing view of the courts joined in the four corners of the utter
court is a glorious climax of worship in harmony with Rev. xxi., carryin~
our thoughts onward to the day" when the knowledge of the Lord shall
cover the earth as the waters cover the sea." "In that day shall there be
upon the bells of the horses, HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD; and the
pots in the Lord's house shall be like the bo wls before the altar. Yea, every
pot [every earthen vessel] in Jerusalem and in J udah shall be holiness
unto the Lord of hosts: and all they that sacrifice shall come and take of
them, and seethe therein: and in that day there shall be no more th9
Canaanite in the house of the Lord of hosts" (Zech. xiv. 21). "I the
Lord will hasten it in His time" (fsaiah lx. 22).

Leicester.

M.ARY.

"GOOD

IN

THY

(MATTHEW

GOOD in Thy sight, my Father,
All, all, is known to Thee;
The secrets of our being,
Thou knowest perfectly.
Good in Thy sight, my Father,
By Thine own wisdom planned;
We may not know the reason,
Nor can we understand.

SIGHT."

xi. 26.)

Good in Thy sight, my Father,.
Whate'er the lesson be,
Oh let us trust Thee fully,
In patience learn of Thee.
Good in Thy sight, my Father;
Thine own good time will tell,
Thy love and mercy fail not,
Thou doest all things well.

Good in Thy sight, my Father;
Though sometimes sad our way,
Thine hand will wipe our tear-drops,
And turn our night to day.
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DIVINE SEALING.
AMIDST the Bad apostasy and departure in these last days from the
truth as it is in Jesus, it is comforting to learn from the Scriptures that
"the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth
them that are His. And, Let everyone that nameth the Name of Christ
depart from iniquity" (2 Tim. ii. 19). When the soul, under the
gracious operations of the Holy Ghost, is made the subject of the new
birth, and the Divine principle of a livipg faith is wrought in the heart,
from that moment we are sealed as God's property, "with that Holy
Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of the purchased possession, unto
the praise of His glory" (Eph. i. 13, 14). Christ received the Church
His bride, to the glory of God, that He might redeem her from
the hand of the enemy, the ransom being His own most precious blood.
" 0 Israel. thou hast destroyed thyself; but in Me is thy help" (Hosea
,xiii. 9). What saith the inspired periman ~ "Know ye not that your body is
the temple of the Holy Ghost ~ For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's"
(1 Cor. vi. 19, ~O). Oh, how tenderly, how prayerfully, how watchfully
ought we to walk, lest we grieve that Blessed One, "whereby we are
sealed unto the day of redemption" (Eph. iv. 30). Conformity to the
world and its maxims, and a lack of decision for the truth of God,
is the cause of the barrenness, and non-spirituality of mind among
many of the people of God in the present day. This will cause the
Holy Spirit to withhold His sweet bedewings and gracious comforts.
The believer who cultivates day by day communion with the Father,
and with His Son Jesus Christ, who is diligent in the use of those
means of grace which God has so mercifully provided-who is also a
prayerful student of the Scriptures-is one who is rich in faith, and
fruitful in every good word and work. He is kept in perfect peace, and
he is a partaker of that"Which nothing earthly gives nor can destroy,
The soul's calm sunshine and the heartfelt joy."
Again, the holy anointing and sealing of the Spirit gives us the sweet
assurance that we are adopted into the family of God, the household of
faith. The vast immunities of the Covenant of grace are ours; nothing
can separate us from the love of God which is in Christ J ems our
Lord. The Spirit beareth witness with our spirit that we are the
children of God. "Who hath also sealed us, and given us the earnest
of the Spirit in our hearts" (2 Cor. i. 22). We thus become seal9d
up to the world, its pleasures, its honours, and tinselled glory. The
breathings of the soul will be, "Set me as a seal upon Thine heart,
as a seal upon Thine arm;" for" whom have I in heaven but Thee 1 and
·there is none upon earth that I desire beside Thee."
"0 my Jesus, Thou art mine,
With all Thy grace and power;
I am now, and shall be Thine,
When time shall be no more."
We are also sealed up to ourselves, in matters of salvation, as it is
written, "He sealeth up the hand of .every man, that all men may
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know His work" (Job xxxvii. -7). It is a life-long lesson to learn
perfectly, that salvation is of grace and not of works. We have to go
through deep waters and trying seasons before we are brought to
exclaim with J onah, "Salvation is of the Lord." It is when we are
favoured with a faith's view of the dear Saviour, as the Sealed of the
Father, and as the Servant of His Ohurch, who humbled Himse]£ and
became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross, and cried
when in the throes of death, "It is finished!" and dismissed the
spirit-then it is we cease from our own works and enter into rest
by believing in Him, whose work is perfect. He magnified the law,
~nd made it honourable, and brought in an everlasting righteousness,
to adorn His bride, and make her all fair, not having spot, wrinkle,
or any such thing. Further, God's dear people-during their militant
state-are kept and preserved from false teachers, "who handle the
'Vord of God deceitfully," "teaching for doctrines the commandments
of men."
Elihu in his address to Job says, "Then He openeth the
ears of men, and sealeth their instruction, that He may withdraw
man from his purpose, and hide pride from man" (Job xxxiii. 16, 17).
What saith the promise ~ "All thy children shall be taught of the
Lord, and great shall be the peace of thy children." Nothing will
humble us, or so mortify our pride, like the infallible teaching
of the Holy Ghost. His light discovers our darkness, His wisd<?m
-our foolishness, His tutition our ignorance. It is He who "teacheth
'Us more than the beast of the earth, and maketh us wiser than the
fowls of heaven" (Job xxxv. 11). Beloved of the Lord, may it be
,ours to learn more of Him" Who spake as never man spake." "To
sit "-like Mary-" at Jesus' feet and hear His word" (Luke x. 39);
"and be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and
spiritual understanding" (001. i. 9). Finally, the saints of the Most
High are sealed up against those terrible judgments which are shortly
to come upon the earth. "I saw"-said J ohn-" another angel
~scending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he
cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given
to hurt the earth and the sea, saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the
sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in
their foreheads ,. (Rev. vii. 2, 3). Yes, the saints are safe, being
"bound in the bundle of life with the Lord their God;" secured in
"the everlasting Oovenant, ordered in all things and sure," signed and
sealed and ratified with the precious blood of Ohrist. "They shall
stand in their lot at the end of the days." Then shall they enter into
the joy of their Lord; sit down at the marriage supper of the Lamb,
a multitude which no man can number, which came out of great
tribulation, having washed their rgbes and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb. He" shall feed them, and lead them unto living
fountains of waters; and God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes."
" My soul anticipates the day,
Would stretch her wiags and soar away,
To aid the song, a palm to bear,
And bow the chief of sinners there."
London.
H. PARKER,
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THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST :HIS VOICE.

"He is altogether lovely."-SOLOMON'S SONG v. 16.
"The voice of My· Beloved."-SOLOMON'S SONG ii. 8.
WHEN the Bride of Christ, as her experience is described in the Song
of Songs, was far distant from her Beloved, she is represented as
anxiously watching the "mountains" and "hills" for signs of His
approach j and then, while she listened as well as watched, she caught
from afar the well-known sound of His most blessed voice drawing
nearer and nearer (Song ii. 8). Doubtless, m9.ny of our readers in
similar circumstances oft exclaim, "The voice of my Beloved!" If
we love to hear His voice, we love Him. Let us at this time
meditate a little, in the first place, on the Loveliness of Christ's voice;
and, in the second place, we will consider how we may distinguish the
voice of Jesus from all other voices.
I. The Voice of the Beloved.-Jesus speaks to His loved ones in
various ways and divers manners, as1. In His Word.-Christians know that it is one thing to read the
Word, and quite another thing to hear the voice of Jesus in the Word
speaking to their hearts. When some promise comes home with
warming, cheering, and animating power, it is the voice of the Beloved
which produces this effect. When some precept directs the feet, checks
the tongue, restrains the hands, and breathes a tender caution upon
the spirit, it is the voice of the Beloved which makes it thus efficacious.
When the invitations and declarations of the Gospel are made life to
the renewed heart of the burdened saint, removing or relieving his
fears, and leading him to the Lord, it is the voice of the Beloved he
hears.
2. The voice of Jesus is heard in "still small" accents, in the
whisperings of His Spirit within. There are secret and soft intimations
of the mind and will of Jesus to the quickened, longing soul by the
witnessing of the Spirit in innumerable ways which the worldling and
the dead profes80r know nothing about. Tlle Lord Jesus Christ does
communicate His mind by His Spirit. Blessed are those who possess
the inbreathed, indwelling Spirit of Christ. "If any man have not the
Spirit of Christ, he is none of His" (Rom. viii. 9).
3. The voice of the Beloved is heard in the GTOsses He chooses,
appoints, and gives to each follower of Himself. By the cross the
Lord teaches us it is His will we should live a crucified life. The
weight and pressure of the cross are such that we sooner or later
experience our inability to bear it in our own strength, and this
brings into dependence upon Him our Burden-bearer for strength and
submission. The daily cross is the voice of Jesus reminding us
continually of our need of Him, and that it is His will concerning us
that "we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom ot:
God" (Acts xiv. 22).
4. Then again there is a chastening Rod by which Jesus speaks
loudly to poor, backsliding, wandering hearts j telling them of their sin,
because "The Lord for nothing would not chide;" and also of His
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love to them, because" Whom the L(>rd loveth He chasteneth, and
scourgeth every son whom He receiveth-or, embraceth with peculiar
favour" (Reb. xii. 6).
5. The voice of the Beloved is heard in His P1·ovidence. The end
of all providential dispensations is the exaltation of the dear Son of
God, into whose hand power is given over all. Life to many seems
made up of unexpected changes; the secret purpose being the
accomplishment of the Divine will in the glorifying of Jesus; "'Tis
all for the lifting of Jesus on high."
6. Again, how clearly the voice of the dear Saviour's love is heard
in the Blood, "which speaketh better things than that of Abel" (Heb.
xii. 24). The blood of Jesus testifies of pardon, cleansing, healing, and
peace. But the loveliness of this precious blood shall (D.V.) be the
theme of another paper.
Oh, hark! what voice is that even now speaking in the glory ~ It
is-surely it is-the voice of the Beloved engaged in Intel'cession for all
that come unto God by Him. Jesus is their Spokesman in heaven;
the" Eloquent Orator" for those who, by reason of sin and unbelief, are
oft brought to the place of stopping of mouths; the Advocate for
those who need Him to plead the cause they are sometimes so glad
to commit into His hands. Oh, it is a mercy' to have a Friend at
court to undertake for us, and to whom we may commit ourselves aud
the management of all our concerns!
We must now come to the second part of our subject, namely:How we may distingnish the Voice of. the Beloved / and how
realize that He speaks to us. In Old Testament days Samuel did not
know the Lord's voice at first; and when Jesus was upon earth the
disciples themselves frequently Jid not recognise His voice, once even
through the length of a prolonged conversation. It is the same with
us. Hence, for the confirmation of our faith, let us remark that we
may best distinguish the voice of Jesus from all other voices by the
wonderful and altogether unique effects it produces in the soul that
hears it. To begin:1. The voice of Jesus is a sepai'ating voice. Sheep know it sooner or
later (John x. 4), and are drawn to it.
Certainly those who listen
most to Jesus are most separated in spirit from the profane world
that lieth in wickedness, and from the professing world resting in
<lead forms. Further, that silent waiting on the Lord for Him to
speak to His listening child, which is such a desirable experience,
produces a very real and abiding separation of spirit, where the Lord
will surely speak peace in the end. "I will allure her, and bring her
into the wilderness, and speak comfortably unto her" (Hosea ii. H).
When we really get a "thus saith the Lord" for anything, the
voices of the world, the flesh, and the devil are silenced in. a
moment. While Jesus speaks He separates what is of God from what
is not.
2. The voice of the Beloved has a sanctifying effect. When it is
heard in trials and afflictions, it brings peace into the soul which others
know nothing of, producing humility of heart and contrition of spirit-those twin graces which are oftenest wrought by the teaching of the
Master through trial. Humility and contrition constitute the" peaceable
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fruit of righteousness" which ripens in' the" afterward" of chastening
dispensations (Heb. xii. 11).
3. The voice of Jesus satisfies the soul as nothing elRe can. If
He speak'a promise, we need go no further for comfoTt. If He speak
a precept we require no further cliTection. The voice gives efficacy and
power, so that the pl'omise is received and the precept obeyed. Here
is the fruit of that faith whichcometh by hearing the voice of the
Beloved.
.
4. The voice of Jesus s".lbclUes sin. At His commanding word
sinful thoughts, feelings, and desires subside. His sacred voice makes
known the holy thoughts of peace and purposes of mercy which He
has to poor sinners. When once J ems has spoken, no matter how hot
,the furnace or bitter the trial, the ·voices of rebellion, murmuring, and
sel:f-pity are no longer heard, but the voice of. reconciling love teaches
the afflicted one to say, "Thy will be done."
5. The voice of Jesus has a wonderfully sustainin[1 power. To hear
the Beloved say, "This is the way, walk ye in it;" or, "Lo, I am
with you alway," is sufficient to support the poor pilgrim travelling the
darkest and most intricate path. When He appears in the deep
gloom of "the fourth watch of the night," upon a stormy sea, saying
"It is I, be not afraid," we gladly welcome Him into the ship by
precious faith, and"With Christ in the 'essel.
We smile at the st<>rm."
"

6. The voice of the Beloved ?oothes the disturbed and troubled spirit.
The inward storm may rage for many days and nights, and the poor soul
be so severely tempest-tossed, that all hope of being saved may seem to
be taken away; yet, if the Lord comes and says, "Peace, ,be still," the
, wildest tempest ceases that moment, and there is ,. a great calm."
May ,the ears of both reader and writer be more than ever deaf to all
other voices, ,and be made to listen more anxiously for, and more
frequently to hear, ,. the voice of the Beloved."
Bath.
E. C.
"STEPHEN looked up steadfastly into heaven." Ab, that blessed
looking up! How often has it cheered the writer to look up to the
heavens! It is this wretched looking down llpon earthly things that
is so crushing; but if the Lord gives us faith to rise a.bove them,
filling our souls with the Holy Ghost, how dwarfish and dwindled do
earthly things appear! But Stephen did more than look to the heavens,
,he looked into heaven. Ah! this was' a wondrous gaze, to look into
heaven; and it is a realization gained by many a dying saint ere he
enters into the immediate presence of Jesus. And even during life's
journey, the Holy Ghost does give us the wings of faith, so that
in thought, at all events, the mind rests npon these glorious things
that the Word tells us are within the veil; and when we do realize
; such precious things every cloud becomes tinged with glory, and the
'bow of promise spreads its glittering arch above our heads. Oh for
faith to look up more, and deliverance from looking down so much!
, -GeoTge 'Cowell.
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A MEDITATION.

"In His favou1' is life."-PSALM. xxx. 5.
IN these days, when the attributes of God are assailed by arguments
whose depths of subtilty betray their Satanic origin, it is well that those
who by grace have any sense of God's saving mercy in Ohrist Jesus should
be "ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh them a
reason of the hope that is in them, with meekness' and fear;" not
shrinking, either in false charity or real cowardice, from defending, so
far as they are enabled, "the faith once. delivered tp the saints." And
let this be done, not in a spirit of vaunting controversy, but with that
gracious "wisdom that is from above," and "is first pure, and then
.peaceable ;" not in a spirit of " vainglory," but of "godly jealousy" for
the honour of the Lord; and however feeble and despised be the witness,
whether men will hear or forbear, such testimony shall never fall to the
ground. Feeling, therefore, necessity laid upon me to speak on matters
which appear to affect the whole revelation of God, the subject is
approached with a deep sense of personal insufficiency, and a complete
dependence on the help of-the Spirit of Truth, who, for the comfort of
those troubled by the promulgation of "strange doctrines," has recorded
such words as the following: c, If any man will do His will, he shall know
.of the doctrine whether it be of God," also John x. 5. And whatever
may be written, let it be understood that no appeal is made to human
reason, for it is no part of the end and aim of this paper to supply fuel
for carnal and fiery debate, but rather to deliver the writer's soul from his
brother's blood. Spiritual things must be "spiritually discerned," and
those who cannot so discern them must let them alone for ever, for God's
Word declares that they are" foolishness to the natural man," and man
must be wiser than God before he can gainsay this declaration.
But to pass on to the matter in hand. It is roundly as\!erted that
Adam had no spiritual life, and that he held no spiritual communion
with God before the fall. Perhaps the best way to meet these asser·
tions is to state what is' believed to be Scriptural evidence against
them. It is therefore taken for granted that a full and unqualified
assent is given to the truth of the unchangeableness of God's
nature, and' .consequently the duration and spiritualit.v of the law
which proceeded out of His mouth. . It is asked, then, was the
command or law which the Eternal God gave Adam spiritual, or
natural ~ If the answer be-natural, then we must conclude that
God gave a law which was contrary to His own essence, and which
He superseded by another, because His creature (without the
preserving grace which .had never been promised) fell, according to
God's purpose, under the devil's temptation. (Oompare Job. xxiii. 13;
Num. xxiii. 19). But, since God is a Spirit and cannot deny
Himself, we are compelled to admit that the "law is spiritual," as
indeed the Scriptures declare (Rom. vii. H), We infer, therefore,
that the man to who~ it was given was endowed with spiritual
capacity to apprehend its nature, and that walking in its dictates,
he enjoyed communion-oneness of mind-with the I_ord. Again;
so long as Adam was obedient (and we cannot say how long that
w.as), did he not enjoy the favour of God ~ And does not thl1
3A2
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Psalmist say, "In His favour is life?" And is it not again and
again written in various portions of the Word, with rl.'gard to. God's
commandments, "Which if a man do he sball even live in them 1"
(Lev. xxiii. 5; Neb. xvix. 9; Ezekiel xx. 13); and tbat tbis refers
to something more than natural life merely is proved from the fact
that Ohrist gave a similar testimony to the lawyer who came with
the question, "Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life."
Once more, "it is written" that "sin is the transgression of the
law," and in Romans v. 14, we read of "Adam's transgression;" and by
comparing Genesis iii. 6, with 1 John ii. 16, it will be seen that it was
an act of spiritual wickedness which was committed in the breaking of
a God-given law. J ude speaks of "angels which kept not their first
estate," and it must be proved that they were not spiritual beings
because they fell, before the same charge can, for the same reason, be
established against Adam. God's law, however, was neither abrogated
nor abated in the least iota because man fell; obedience was still
demanded, and death-that is, separation from the favour of Godcontinued to be the penalty which must have consigned every child of
fallen Adam to the pit., unless God Himself had found a ransom
for His own people. . Adam stood on a covenant of works, the conditions
of which he no sooner violated than he died to the favour of God and
the possibility of communion with Him in his unrenewed condition.
"The fir&t man Adam was made a living soul, the last Adam was made a
quickening Spirit;" whereas the first Adam held life as a gift, on certain
conditions appointed by the overeign Giver, the !as Adam declares of
Himself as Son of Man: "As the Father hath life in Himself, so hath
He given to the Ban to have life in Himself," and hence "He
quickeneth whom He will." The law of God was within His heart·,
and by rendering in His human nature and Divine Person ll, perfect
obedience, in every jot and. tittle, to its inflexible requirements, thus
magnifying and making honourable that which Satan in vain attempted
to make void throngh the fall, and by bearing the death-that is, the
removal of the manifestation of the favour. of God-He delivered the
souls of His people from death, so that they never even taste the cup
of Divim~ wrath-they never see death; "for Ohrist is the end of
the law for righteousness to everyone that believeth." "He hath
redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us,"
" that as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through
righteousness C'the Lord is well pleased for His righteousne.ss' sake ']
unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord."
Taking the Scriptural relations of the two Adams in their connection
with each other, we see God glorified in the Person of the Son, as the
Surety of the everlasting Covenant, and the enemy of Ohrist and His
Ohurch overthrown. But if we divide that which God has joined
together, excluding the transactions of Eden from their position in the
kingdom of Christ, the. whole analogy of the faith falls out of gear-that
is, so far as our apprehension of it is concerned, for of itself it is as true
now as in the days of Paul, " we can do nothing against the truth "-and
we are at once lost in the entanglements and 'c oppositions of science
falsely so called." At all times, therefore, may our prayer be, "Let my
heart be sound in Thy statutes, that I be not ashamed."
ANON.
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A CHOICE CLUSTER OF ESHCOL'S GRAPES, GATHERED
AT THE RECENT CLIFTON CONFERENCE.
(Oontributed by MIss RUTH COWF.LL.)
"1l1~ade heirs according to the hope of eternal life."
"THE Inheritance has two aspects for the believer, namely, the present
and future, and the believer stands in two relations to it. He is
made heir in possession now, and still that eternal inheritance is to
come when J eaus appears to claim His own. We have now the firstfruits, the earnest of it, by the indwelling Spirit, and that earnest is
a part of our inheritance, and not that which leads up to it alone.
Thus the believer's present enjoyment is a part of heaven, part of
that which shall by-and-by be his in all its falness. Heaven begun
below! Wonderful thought! beginning now that which we shall enjoy
eternally, fully hereafter! Then should not joy abound 1 Should we
not be filled with gladness and serve with joy 1 Happy children of
God! Again, I ask, is our faith Abrabamic in its practical results 1
I ask not., in its nature, because all faith is God-given. But how
many live without the heart's affection being daily fixed upon their
inheritance! The Apostle spoke of this present as "light affliction"
when he was going into suffering and pain. Why 1 Because, he tells
us, "we look not at the things that are seen, which are temporal.
but at, the things that are not seen, which are eternal." Ah!
when we look at our Forerunner, Trustee, Guardian, He who holds
,all our concerns, how poor our return, how weak our faith! Abraham
rejoiced, even with only that pilgrim way to tread, because he' knew
to what he journeyed. Oh. saints of God, as heirs of this inheritance,
there is a fulness, a present fulness, which we enjoy even now in the
Holy Spirit, such a fulness as becomes heirs of such an inheritanee.
If already we are severed from earth and mane one with Christ, oh,
what manner of persons ought we to be ~ Heirs of God may well
trust the God of their inheritance at all times, under all circumstances
-not only under the sun, but under the cloud that covers that sun.
An heir does not live on a mere pittauce ere he comes of age, but the
wealthier the estate the richer the provision meanwhile. Thus the provision made for every heir of glory is worthy of the inheritance to
follo,v. He has all fulness for present use, as given and provided for
every heir of grace. Abraham went forth "not knowing whither he
went," but this he knew, he had an inheritance at the end of the
journey. Faith looks not at circumstances nor things that differ,
but believes that every moment God is caring and providing; and
all is centred in the' fact that He has made us heirs, and is our Forerunner, entered upon possession, for that possession he has willed is
not only to be His but ours, and He is keeping it until the time comes
when He will share it eternally with his blood-bought ones. May the
Lord give us more of Abraham's faith, so that we may put aside
secondary considerations, and see how our calling is that of a gracious
God, and we are made heirs through abounding grace. So should
all God's heirs live. We want not tbe joys, bonds, ties that are
earthly. 'Before us is a glorious inheritance and here we 'are oft
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granted a sweet foretaste, for there is no end nor limit to the grace given
and bestowed. As His heirt:, we may well have great expectations. Yes,
He has given us that which shall make us live down here as wonders of
that grace which He has so wondrously, so fully bestowed. May we live
as those possessed of such a hope. live as a testimony of .those who seek
and soon expect to see the King in His beauty, as men and women with
our eyes and feet already planted upon our possession.
PASTOR FULLER GOOCH.
THE HEIRS AND THEIR TITLE TO THE INHERITANCE OERTIFIED.

Most blessedly do the Scriptures of truth. set forth how every heir
is born again, begotten from above, made a child, and a prince. Their
inheritance is given and joined on inseparably from their birth. So
every redeemed, new-born child must be constituted an heir. That
is such a sweet thought, so full of blessedness, in 1 Peter i. 18, "For·
asmuch as ye know ye were not redeemed with corruptible things," &c.
Ye know we were bought again, ye know ye are free. Now, no
freed slave would willingly return to slavery. He has no wish to
return thither. .. •
Now, there is such a thing as moving at ease, growing up with our
position as heirs-not a fickle taking it up one day to cast aside
to-morrow, but a growing' up into Him day by day in all things. Yes,
we are created anew in Ohrist Jesus, not pat<Ched up. Oh, it is such
a wondrous thought. that of God's new creation, that light in the
child of God when He speaks the words, "Let there be light," and
that he is created an heir of glory, and granted a sure inheritance,
for such there is for every child of God. And for it they are
stamped and royally marked, just. as every brick in a royal building
i!l marked and belongs to the Sovereign. Everyone is set, fixed, bounded
for His glory; may we in the contemplation of such glorious truths,
live henceforth, not unto ourselves, but unto Him who lived and died
DR. BAEDEKER.
and rose again for us.
THE PORTION OF MINE INHERITANCE•

.. To open their' eyes, to turn them from darkness to light, and from the
power o} Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and
inheritance among them that ar-e sanet'ified by faith that is in ~le."- ACTS
xxvi. 18.
Notice how this Scripture sets forth our Lord's estimate of the natural
man, who from degradation and the dunghill is to be Bet among princes,
.. made heirs." If Paul's mission, by the power of the Holy Spirit,
was" to open their, eyes," then does it not tell us that they were blind ~
If it was to turn them from darkness ·to light, then does it not tell us
that they were groping and grovelling in the dark, and that unless
God put them in the light, their sight was of no use to them ~ And
since· it was to turn them from the power of-Satan unto God, it tells
us they were captive, but now are free. This is God's estimate at its
best, and yet out of this very material God makes His heirs! It is
so God-glorifying that we do well to dwell upon in, beloved, remember
it, and magnify the glory of that grace which came to the "poor" in
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every respect. Now, how does He make them heirs ~ "That they
may receive forgivenEss of sins, and inheritance among them that are
sanctified." So we see eternal redemption and eternal inheritance are
linked together, as redemption is forgiveness of sins, and constitutes ~n
eternal inheritance from deserved eternal torment and hell. Oh, what
a portion is ours, beloved fellow-heics! Mark, the inheritance is to be
"al1wng them which are sanctified."
So that a believer is to be
among his fellows, not a solitary one, but a sanctified one among
sanctified ones. There is to be fellowship, not seclusion nor loneliness
-a shared blessing. We read of the blessed dead, "They rest from
their labours "-not he nor she whose disembodied spirit has just entered
glory, gained their inheritance-and the Holy Spirit makes no mistake
in inditing the word they here. For they all in glory rest from t~eir
labours, and joy in the joy of the one just entering in upon his
inheritance. Now we notice that God's children are sanctified by
choice, sanctified by call, sanct-ified by blood, and sanctified by the
presence of God. We see how this was so with the children of Israel.
"The God of this people of Israel chose our fathers, and exalted the
people, when they dwelt as strangers in the land of Egypt, and with an
high arm brought He them out of it." "I called My Son out of Egypt."
The blood-sprinkled posts separated the children of Israel from the
death of the Egyptians, and the pillar of 'fire was indicatory of God's
presence with them in all their journeyings. Is it not true of, His
spiritual Israel ~ Are they not chosen, called, and separated by blood,
and have they not within them, far better than the pillar of fire and
cloud which were without, even the very presence of -God within ~
Oh, to realize this, that the Holy Spicit dwells within me, not merely
bef01'e me as the pillar. So I am separated by it, and He dwells within
me for ever, and presently we shall be all sanctified; "no spot, no_
wrinkle, noc any such thing," shall be ,found in His Church. Yes, to
this we are going, beloverl, and of that time, in the lines of the hymn,
we sing" Yea, I shall surely stand
There at my Lord's right hand;"
and there I could not stand unless inwardly and outwardly I were fitted
for it. But I never shall be until I am the?'e, for sin is now my everpresent burden j but there I shall be holy, with no feeling, nor thought
that shall cause that Holy One sorrow. Sanctified, and that "by faith
that is in Me!" He must bear witness to Himf1elf. He does it all
from first to last. He sanctifies, He chooses, He calls, He separates,
and He gives them their title, and that title is relationship-heirs, sons,
all, with every other blessing, they receive in and through their Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ.
MR. JAMES WRIGHT.
CHRIST MINE INHERITANCE.
"If children, then heirs,. heh's of God, and joint-heirs with Clwist .
if so be that we suile1' with Him, that we may be also glo1'ifie~
togethel',"-RoMANS viii. 17.

God gives all the heicsof faith n\>w to see what is their possession,
was b,etter in the experience of the children of Israel of old to hav~
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a Canaan in prospect than an Edom in present possession. Now, felIowbelievers, we are as Isaac was, children of promise, and children are
children. We are promised by God, begotten again, promised to the
Son, and heirs and inheritors of the promise. There is a distinction, and
yet the one covers the other. "Whereby shall I know that I inherit it ~"
asked Abraham ; and God replies, "This covenant of blood is My answer."
And we ask, "How shall I know that I am an inheritor of these things'! "
And the answer is, the Covenant God made with Christ, sealed on the
cross, and that settled JOI' ever' His ti~le to bring many sons .to glory.
So He gives His word and His oath, He gives to every heir absolute
security. Where is my security'! Is it in my heart, in my feelings,
fluctuating as the very clouds of heaven'! Nay, my heart is no strong
room, but God keeps the title deeds of mine inheritance up yonder, and
Christ is that Title Deed. Our security is, that Christ is there, that our
great High Priest and Forerunner has taken possession, accredited by
God as Possessor and Heir of all things; and as Christ is ours and we
are His, all is secured to us. What do I possess now, and what am I
looking to possess hereafter'! God gives His Holy Spirit, and none are
inheritors without that. He is the Witness within us that we are the
children of God, and God alloweth us to be possessors of a kingdom by
doing battle with the powers of spiritual darkness in high places by the
given Spirit within us-that battle that is daily going on against the
world, the flesh, and the devil, and we shall be more than conquerors;
we are possessed of the Holy Spirit of God. Thus heaven is begun, and
the hereafter shall prove how every Spirit-born son and daughter shall
have expansion-fulness in that day when the Blessed Spirit shall hav~
fulness of satisfaction in our being called up to Him. Then capacity and
full power to serve Him will be granted, and Christ in His fulness we
shall have as inheritors of glory. Heaven would be no heaven to me
without my Christ. He will present to Himself .His glorious Church
without spot or wrinkle.
Thus we wait, beloved, consciously, heirs of this glory, We are kept
for it, and it is kept for us. His Spirit whispers to that spirit within
me, and in these sweet lines of comfort says"My heart with joy upheaveth, grief cannot enter there,
She singeth high in glory, amid the sunshine fair;
The Sun that shines upon me is Jesus and Ris love,
The fountain of my singing is deep in heaven above."
COLONEL MOLESWORTH.

"WHAT M..u"NER OF LOVE!"

(, Belwld, what manner of love the Father hatk bestowed upon us, that 1ee
should be called the sons of God; the'refryre the world klWlcetk us not, beca1lse
it knew Him not. Beloved, now are we the sons oj God, and it cloth not
11et appear what 1ee shall be " but we know that when He shall appear, 1ee
shall be like Him: {ifr we shall see Him as He is."--l JOHN iii. 1, 2.

My mind has been dwelling during this Conference on the nature
of the kingdom to be possessed. " We know that when He shall
appear, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is." Now,
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I have ofttimes remarked that when we meet with this "behold" in
Scripture, a special revelation is about to be made. It is as it were
a herald-note of truth. And here, surely, we have no exception.
"Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed," &c. '. We
are challenged to consider, not only the FatheI's love, but the" manne?'"
of that love. We are led to consider the mode of the manifestation
of His love. The vast issue' came before the Divine mind-Ohrist
on the one side, and sinners lost on the other-Whether should
the Father sacrifice His Son, or lose His Ohurch ~ Love to the lost
ones. prevailed! Here, then, we seA the manner of J ehovah's eternal
love. "He spared not His own Son "-His co-equal Son-but "delivered Him up for us all," and with Him" freely gave us all things."
That was the mannrn' of His love! And next we see the etlect.
"That we should be called the sons of God." That we should be
not only called, but be brought-forth children. It was His Divine purpose
to bring many sons to glory. Many;' instead of resting content with
that One Son-it became His Royal pleasure to pluck the One
Son from His bosom and give Him for the bringing of many sonsrebellious, stubborn-hearted sons-unto eternal glory.
It is not a
transfer from without to within, but each one in the day of grace
is begotten, new-born of the Holy Spirit and by the will and word
of truth, that incorruptible seed, which liveth and abideth for ever.
Again; "Both He that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified, are all
of one; for which cause He is not ashamed to call them brethren." Do
we not see here the dignity of those new-born' ones ~ Do we not see
the effect upon them in relation to the world ~ "Therefore the world
knoweth us not, because it knew lIim not." Yes, it is beyond the
word's ken, it is hidden, secret, beyond comprehension; and so each
true new.born one can be none other than a mystery to the world.
It is an invisible work, but the practical effects are more or less
manifest. " Your life is hid with Ohrist in God," dear child of God;
with Ohrist in God, and you alone apprehend what it is to live in
union with Him. Then. when He who is our life, and not till then,
shall appear, then shall be made evident who and what we are.
Now, what are we doing to-day ~ We, as sons of God, are" waiting
for the manifestation," That is not yet revealed, it is as yet hidden,
unknown. What wonder is it, then, that now God's children are misunderstood, solitary, UDsympathized with! There is a great gulf
which separates every cbild of God, redeemed, from the world, "The
world lieth in the Wicked One." The Ohurch lieth in Ohrist.
We now consider briefly the little that remains. t, Beloved now
are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be,
but tee know that when He shall appear, we shall be like Him, for
we shall see Him as He is." We know. Yea, we assuredly know He will
yet lovingly reveal more and more of this knowledge, until that time
when seeing Him as He is we shall be like Him. And there we have
the glory of the Inheritance, and there the likeness will be so evident
that to angels and principalities Christ will be seen in every believer.
The saints will be transparent there!
The Church there, that.
New Jerusalem, is built of transparent stones, through everyone.
of which Ohrist will shine. It is our joy to see Him in one another~
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even now, and thus we are drawn together. The Christ in you will
never disagree with the Christ in me, beloved.
In Him there
is no disunion, no schism, and so blessedly one is His Church in
Him, that He, the glorious Head, r.annot look down upon the meanest
members, those that come most in contact with the world-His" feet"and say, "I have no need of you." Ye8. We shall see and be seen
in that beatific vision in Him as He is, and be conformed to His
glorious image, which is to be eternal. There will- be . no dimness
yonder. The fine gold will nevEl' be tarnished nor dimmed there, but
the light in us will remain shining on throughout the eternal age8.
.

REV.

J .AMES

ORMIS1'ON,

THE SAINTS IN GLORY.
How blest the saints in glory,
Their tribulation past;
They now rehearse the story
Row love hath held them fast.

Cross providences never
Obscure the heavenly sight.
Of Christ, with whom for ever
They walk those halls of light.

No inward fears molest them,
Nor outward conflicts try;
No sins can e'er infest them
In God's own house on lllgh.

In all those blissful regions,
No pain or sorrow is ;
Among the shining legions,
All, all is perfect bliss.

The devil ca=ot ,ex tbem,
Nor unbelief distress;
Temptations can't perplex them,
Nor can their joys grow less.

.d.lT3'ed in robes of 'l\hitene-~_
Tho blessed spirits stand ;
bining in dazzlmg brightn -~
pon the golden shand.

The world no more oppresses
The longing soul's desire;
The flesh no more distresses,
Quenching devotion's fire.

Methinks I hear the praises
Of harps well-tuned abeve,
As each the chorus raises,
In unison of love.

In blissful adoration,
They look on Jesus' face;
The streams of full salvation
Up to-their Source they trace.

While each on Jesus gazes,
All hearts with rapture fire,
To celebrate His praises,
Throughout the ransomed choir.

Bath.

May I be found among them,
On Canaan's happy shore;
When, from this world released,
I sojolU'n here no more."

E. C.

THE Father of Mercies hides Himself from His children, not to lose
them, but that they may seek Him, and may learn, having found
Him, to keep closer by Him than formerly. He threatens them, to
keep them from punishment. If His threatening works submission, it
is well; if not, lIe punishes them gently, to save them from destruction. He seeks no more but that they acknowledge their offence and
seek His face. Wonderful clemency! For who can forbear to confess
multitudes of offences who know themselves ~ and who can choose but'
seek Thy face that ever saw Thy face, ~md that knows Thee ~ " In
their affliction they will seek Me early."-A1·chbislwp Leighton.
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PASTORAL NOTES.
ALLEGED INFALLIBILITY.

"SeEst thou a man u'ise in his own conceit? thEre' is more hope of a
fool than of him."-PRuVERBS xxvi. If..
"I NEVER m!Lke a mistake." Do you say this, dear reader 1 It is
a dangerous thing to say. It ex;presses a feeling of conceit and self- ,
dependence which the truly wise will endeavour strenuously to avoid.
More probably you have learnt to recog~ize your own lack of infallibility' and so far from asserting that you never make any mistakes, you
oare ready to acknowledge . that you have often made them, and that
you are still liable to make them. I remember that mauy years ago
oa tradesman addressed these words to me. He had handed me some
change, and upon cO\lnting it I saw that he had given me 'a pound
too much. I pointed this out to him, but he refused to acknowledge
his mistake, and he haughtily declined to take, the pound back. At
that time he was a very prosperous man, but his prosperity did not
long continue, and when I last visited the village where he lived, I
found that his house and shop were in ruins, and that he himself was
in the workhouse! Another instance of a similar kind occurred during
the erection of my last church. A contractor was engaged to do the
woodwork of the church. He was a very c()llceited m:j.n, and he was
in the habit of severely criticising other persons, laughing at them
when they made mistakes, and affirming that he never made any.
When, however, he came to make the doors of the church, in some
unaccountable way he took wrong measurements for some of them.
He had the doors made at his workshops, and when they were completed and were brought to the church to be put up, it was found
that the larger ones would not fit at all; they were either too big or too,
small, and consequently they -hap. to be taken back to the workshops
in order to be taken to pieces again, and practically to be re-made.
There was no doubt that a serious mistake had been made upon thi
occasion, and the conceited man knew that he himself had made it. He
evidently felt this acutely; he probably remembered weU his oft-repeated,
expression, "I never make a mistake;" he thought that he would be
well laughed at in consequence, and so-poor wretched man !-unsustained by the grace of God, he went home and· hanged himself! . How
true are Solomon's words, "Pride goeth before destruction, and a'
haughty spirit before a falL" Pride is indigenous to the unrenewed
human heart,; only Divine grace can restrain, check, and subdue it.
May that grace continuously do this for us !
KIND DEEDS.

"God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which
ye have showed towards His name, in that ye lwve ministered to the saints,
and do minister."-HEBREWS vi. 10.
It is pleasant to hear of kind deeds. Sometimes we hear of cruel
deeds, deeds which show us how much selfishness there is in our blIen
human nature, and how much baseness, too; but, on the other hand,
we sometimes hear of kind,- unselfish, generous, noble deeds, and we'
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are glad to hear of them. It is especially pleasing to find such deeds
as the latter done amongst the extreme poor. I remember being struck
upon one occasion, when visiting a poor woman who had a voung
family of her own, and as much as ever she could do-so fa; as I
could jUdge-to bring them up, to find that she had gratuitously
adopted a poor orphan waif, and that she was evidently taking as
much care of it as if it had been one of her own children. Upon my
expressing my surprise, she said, "Oh, there was no one to look after
t?e poor motherless mite, and. I thought that I should not miss the
lIttle food which it would eat, or the few clothes it would want, and
so ~ took it" Those who know what the bringing up of a young
famIly upon small means entails, can appreciate a deed like this. The
good woman herself seemed to think very little about it, but I thought
she would be worthy of a handsome recompense when the task which
she had taken upon herself was fully performed. One of my poor
parishioners, a truly godly woman, was a sort of self-constituted nurse
to a whole community.· Whenever a case of serious illness occurred,
there was almost always to be seen this good woman's kind and
genial face, as she sat hour by hour, or night after night, beside the
.sufferer's bed, or tried to help in every way she could. She had her
own household duties to attend to, but she always seemed to find
time for this most useful work besides, and I think that she always
did it without any charge. Certainly I have seen, and known, much
kindness shown by the poor to one another, e.g., working men sitting
up night after night with some sick comrades after their own hard
day's work was done, and when they must have been themselves
greatly in need of rest; young and refractory children taken charge
of by neighbours, day after day, so that their poor mothers might be
enabled to get out to work; small gifts made of money or food, which
could ill be spared, loans of furniture and clothing, and practical
sympatby manifested in various ways. When Solomon says, " The
poor is hated even of his own neighbour,". he is understood to refer
to the poor who have been rich, not to the poor who have been always,
or for a long time, poor. When a rich man becomes poor, he
often finds that "his friends go far from him," as Solomon says, and
though "he pursueth them with words, yet they are wanting to
him." But the case of the poor with the poor is very different.
Similarly it is pleasant to hear of kind deeds amongst other classes.
When sojourning in the Lake district, a clergyman's wife mentioned to
me a remarkable deed of kindness. Her husband was the pastor of a
small and poor parish there; and, having no parsonage-house, or one fit
for habitation, he set to work, and, after a great deal of trouble, he
obtained, from various sources, a sufficient sum to build a house. He
gave the contract for its erection to a country builder, and that contract
was carried out apparently in a satisfactory ma.nner; but when the
house was finished, and the contractor had been paid, and the pastor and
his family had moved into it, it was discovered, to the latter's surprise
and terror, that there were several ominous cracks appearing in the
walls, and these cracks went on increasing in size day by day until it
was evident that the foundations were-giving way, and that the whole
house was upon the point of collapsing. The pastor and his family did
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not know what to do. It was evident that they must leave the house,
but they did· not know where to go; and it was also evident that the
house must be entirely rebuilt, but this was altogether beyond their
power; they had little or no means of their own, and they had exhausted
all available resources for help in their previous effort to erect the
house. In this emergency they could only cast their trouble upon the
Lord, and ask Him graciously to help in His own time and way. They
had not long to wait before an answer caml'. One day a carriage drove
up to their rront gate, and a gentleman alighted and asked to see the
pastor. When he saw him, he said, " I have called upon a rather singular
errand. I have come to ask you to grant me a favour. I have heard
that your new house has exbibited some serious defects, and, in fact,
that it needs re-building. Will you allow me to re-build it for you ~
If you and your family will take some rooms in some neighbouring farmhousl', at my expense, and will leave your house and furniture entirely
in my hands, I will undertake to do all that is necessary for them, and
that without putting you to any trouble or cost. I will have your
furniture carefuIIy removed and warehoused, I will then have the house
thoroughly attended to, and when it is all finished, I will see that the
furniture is duly replaced, and ask you to return." The pastor was
almost overwhelmed with joy and gratitude; or course, he gladly accepted
the offer; but when he attempted to thank his kind benefactor, the
latter at once stopped him, saying that the obligation was on his side,
that it was a work which would afford him the greatest pleasure to
carry out, and that he only hoped that he might be able to do it to the
pastor's full satisfaction. It may be imagi)led that the pastor and his
family left the house as soon as possible, being very glad to leave it
before a serious catastrophe occurred. Then their kind benefactor
speedily brought almost a small army of workmen upon the spot,
superintended himself the removal or the furniture, had the house
rebuilt in a thoroughly substantial manner, and when all was compl~ted,
and the furniture replaced, he invited the pastor and his family to return
to their renovated dwelling, and again he declined to accept any thanks.
I do not know the name of this good man, but he was described as
being of a singularly shy and retiring disposition. Perhaps he was one
of those who earnestly endeavour to obey the Saviour's command, "Let
not your right hand know what your left hand doeth," and whose kindly
deeds are better known in heaven than on earth. How much pleasure the
rich might have if they were willing to spend their riches in some
such ways as this! A Russian nobleman, not long ago, who was said
to be enormously wealthy, his property being estimated as being
worth upwards of two millions sterlinj:!, committed suicide, because,
be said, he "had no interest in life." If he could only have realized
how much good he might have done with his wealth, how much
sorrow and suffering he might have relieved, and how much pleasure
he might have given, the realization would have probably brought to
him so much reflex gratification, that he would never have had reason
to complain or having "no interest in life." Happily, kind deeds
are not to be valued according to their costliness. The" cnp of cold
water given in the name of a disciple" may be quite as valuable in
its way as an elaborate and highly costly gift; and the kind deeds of
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·the humblest and .poorest of the Lord's servants, may be quite as
highly recognized and recompensed as those of the richest. Many kind
deeds also may never be known upon earth, or if known, they may
be little noticed; but we may be sure that they are well known iu
heaven, and cannot fail to be fully ,noticed there. What immense
encouragement, then, there is to try to do them whenever opportunities
occur:;. "whilst we have time" to endeavour" to do good unto all men,
specially unto them that are of the household of faith; "to try in some
small way, if means have been given to us, to be "rich in good works,
ready to distribute, willing to communicate; " to be "careful to maintain
good works," and to do "those things which are good and profitable
unto men;" cC not to be weary in well-doing," believing that "in due
season we shall reap, if we faint not;" not working JOT salvation, but
jTOm it; fully aware that our best deeds are extremely poor and imperfect,
but endeavouring to do them, nevertheless. out of love and gratitude for
all that has been done for us, and· believing that insignificant and
unworthy though they may be, they will' not fail to obtain the com· mendatory notice of Him who has promised that He will say of the kind
deeds done unto. His people, "Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one
of the least of these My brethren, ye have done it unto Me."
Haiford RectoTy, Faringdon.
D. A. DOUDNEY.

SAFETY OF THE ELEOT OH ROH.
GOD'S elect children are called His Jacobs; His special treasure
(Mal. iii.. 17); His hidden ones (Psalm lxxxiii. 3); His dove, His
undefiled, His sister, His spouse (Sol. Song); against whom lj.ll the
powers of darkness, in conjunction with the world, have for nearly
six thousand years levelled their, mighty artillery; but have not, .and
· cannot, make the least breach, gap, or entrance in Zion's impregnable
rock, walls, or bulwarks. And why gO 1 because Jehovah, in His
· covenant love, in His most blessed Trinity of Persons, and in His
power, faithfulness, and eternal grace, is and ever will be a wall of
defence unto her; so that nothing shall hurt or destroy in all God's
holy mountain, the elect Ohurch. Saith the Lord J ehovah, "I will be
unto her a wall of fire round about, and the glory in the midst of
,her" (Zech. ii. 5). The sweet song of those poor and needy hidden
ones, notwithstanding all their weakness, timidity, and sinful unbelief,
together, with ten thousand snares, and a body of sin and death,
which daily beset and plague them, is, "We have a strong city;
· salvation will God appoin~ for walls and bulwarks." Therefore,
":..Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation wltich keepeth the truth
may enter in;" for "the name of the city from that day shall be,
Jehovah Shammah, the Lord is there."-" The Saint's Treasury."
IF I could look forward through the vista of millions of ages, and
if even then I could suspect the possibility of being left to myself for
the twinkling of an, eye, "I 'shall be undone for ever," would be the
language of my heart.-:- Howels.
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THE LATE MRS. HOBLYN, OF BATH.
PART VIII.
(Continued from page 485.)

THE following further letters from the pen of the late Mrs. HOBLYN-to
whose precious Tracts we referred on the wrapper of last month's issue
-are placed in the hands of our readers.

My CHRISTIAN FRIEND,-I was glad to receive your letter. Unity in
God's blessed truth with those whom we have never seen in the fles,h, is to
me a precions token of the Spirit's teaching, and the feeling of oneness,
apart from everything sectarian, is a bond of union that will endure when
all other bonds are broken. I assure you it would give me intense pleasure
if the Lord would condescend to make use of so weak and helpless an
instrument as myself, but the truth is, I have no power to write unless
the Lord is pleased to draw nigh and fasten a subject on my mind, and
then teach me how to clothe it in wise and acceptable words.
Now, this may give you a message to the Throne on my behalf, for it
is but knocking at an empty house if anything is wanted from me. .
All you say of the present times I fully coincide in. The land is eaten
up with Ritualism, and I believe things· will wax worse and worse till
the time of the end.
Do you see the GOSPEL MAGAZINE 1 In these days of unhallowed
mixture of truth and error it is well to hold fast by the old paths.
I send you one each of all the Tracts still in print; not a few are dead
and gone, like all created things. They have done their work, and the
result is with the Lord, to bless or blast, according to. His own sovereign
wilU:- With that we have nothing to do, bu,t just follow our instructions,
as in Eec!. ix. 6.
Believe me, very truly yours,
A.LECIA B. BOBLYN.
[ ~ The Lord has been pleased to order otherwise, and all the precious
Tracts have been rep~nted since the faithful author's death, and may be
had from Mr. J. C. PllliBREY, 16-, Walton Street, Oxford.-Eo.J
DEAR FRIEND IN GoD'S MOST PRECIOUS TRUTH,-I 'greatly thank
you for your kind letter; it is the second I have had from personal
strangers that seems to have awakened loving re~embrances of the dear
man of God. ;M:y friend of many years, Dr. DOUDNl£Y, in his notice of
the little tract., had only fault ,to find with its brevity! b~t I only wrote
wha.t I knew. Probably you are acquainted with his favourite Tract,
"Nothing to Pay,"and have seen his noble preface.
At so long an age I could not intrude upon your kind friend, but
if you .gather up any fragments and a second edition be required, I
might be able, if led of God, to add her remarks. The tracts are in
the hands of Mr. PEMBRE.Y, who, at his own risk, took them upon
himself. I have always looked upon the tracts as the Lord's property,
not mine, and when the sixth little volume is completed my little bit
of work .may be finished.
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The state of. Zion has a ~loomy look, but the doctrines of grace
will bear the test of time, and this we do know, itS said our blessed
Lord, "All that the Father giveth Me shall come unto Me." Nothing
can hinder that, and to have the sweet experience, "Him that cometh
unto Me I will in no wise cast out," is the earnest of all that follows in
grace and glory (Phil. i. 6). I believe there are days of severe trial
before the Church of God, through errors in divinity consequent upon
the concealment of God's truth, and I believe if Popery increases as
it has done of late, we shall have laws that will oppress the conscience
of believers, and test the faith oJ the few and the profession of the
many.
Oh, my friend, may the ·Lord stand by us, and make us cling and
cleave to Him and His truth.
Yours truly, as a poor sinner saved by grace alone,
ALECIA B. HOBLYN.
My DEAR FRIEND,-I gratefully thank you on behalf of our poor
friends for your gracious liberality' to the fllnds of the Poor Saints in
the prospect of trials that may befall us in the coming winter. I cannot
express how I feel this kind supply to meet demands that winter-and
particularly this winter-will make upon our needs. But now of yourself.
I am grieved on behalf of God's sheep, who value your testimony, that
you are so weak in body, which for the most part always affdcts the mind
and natural condition. It is, after all, only family fare; it is only what
we may expect from" dust and ashes." The" night cometh when no man
·can work," and to be resigned to this and to be nothing, but must be by the
power of God alone. I always felt a strong objection to the wish Captain
PAGET expressed in a hymn, "Oh to be nothing, nothing."
I felt the
wish expressed only ignorance of the vast amount of difficulties this line
involved. No, let us have what God designs to give on this ground and
no other-" Looking unto Jesus." When He is present, then we can say,
Let the Lord do what He will, and teach me to bear it. Hitherto the
Lord has helped you wonderfully in your ministry, and much have p)U
to be thankful for the Lord condescending to make use of yOll as He h'B
done; it may be in His purpose to make use of you still. Nothing is tuo
hard for Him. The eighty-eighth Psalm is the only one of the hundred
and fifty that ends in darkness, as if to remind the children of God by
this fact in their experience, that they must have a share in that in union
with the Christ of God; but when we come to the eighty-ninth we have a
gracious opening of Gospel truth in the Person of Christ, in the glory of
His salvation, the security of His people, and all those blessed results
that flow from His Person and work on behalf of His elect. These two
Psalms I have just had read to me by a dear friend, and I thought they
fittedin'well with your dear letter. We both, blessed be God, have had
a few lessons in our lifetime from these two blessed portions, which
describe so blessedly how God can turn the battle to the gate, and give us
a little hope that through grace we shall be more than conquerors
through Him who hath loved us.
Yours in and through grace,
A. B. H.·
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My DEAR FRIEND,-I long to know how you are. Were you enabled
to preach on Sunday? The severe illness and spiritual condition of your
son must give you anxiety earthward and heavenward. God's truth,
which is our support and shield in the day of trouble, is often a severe
trial to the little faith of the children of God. Genesis iii. 15, is a maul
upon creature love and a human religion. Oh, for God to lift us up
above it all, and teach us to say, the" will of the Lord be done."
This is a great and gracious favour; when the Gospel we profess
lands us on such a peaceful shore as this, then we can truly say,
"Ob, to grace, how great a debtor!" This soon shuts the mouth of
the enemy.
I hope dear Mrs. T-- keeps fairly well, also dear M--; give my
love to them both. I think often of you all; your family letters interest
me very much, and you are kind in telling me so much about you all.
I get nice kindly letters from dear M. J--, he seems favourel1 of God
to put forth God's truth "without fear or amazement." This is a
wondrous favour. I had a pleasant letter from dear DIANA, in which
she says she is a little better, for which I am thankful; these chronic
cases call for patience all round. As to myself, I am a wicked sinner,
needing the blood of Jesus to my last sigh.
Believe me, yours in spiritual affection,
A. B. HOBLYN.

My DEAR FRIEND,-I heartily thank you for your kind and interesting
letter, and of the still better news that YOll were able to preach on
Sunday; and I sincerely hope are none the worse for it, and that your
people who belong to Christ are all the better in a feeling sense of their
need of Him. Those who can truly say so have found Him, and shall
need Him to their last sigh, and then hear Him say, "Come in, thou
blessed of the Lord."
Our friend and brother has most kindly sent me a recital of his late
trip to America. I think it will interest you. I hear from other
friends he has been greatly used by the Lord there. His account of the
Dutchmen is very interesting.
_
I am very glad you liked tbe book; the account of Mr. GRACE brought
to my mind his having once preached for Mr. WALLINGER; afterwards
he dined with us, and was much struck with my eldest sister, who was
a godly woman, gifted with a gracious mind, and naturally, too, of a
high order of mind. Your comments upon persons I greatly liked-it
abode with me as representing in measures the family of God. The
French say, "No man is a hero to his own valet," but it is' a great
mercy when vitality with Christ appears, that settles the point of union
and communion with the people of God, and then the old Adam nature
is no hindrance to the vital point. I was much struck with the remark
Qf your deacon, what we cannot see, others can; if the glass is withheld
we know not what manner of person we are, and a mercy it is withheld.
I sincerely hope you may be encouraged in your own soul as long as
you can preach. I have no doubt many are the prayers put up for
you, and you must bear in mind " the harvest is plenteous but the
labourers are few." Bath is overrun with spurious Evangelicals, who3
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begin their sermons well, and end ill, and general redemption spoils the
whole story from first to last. There is mercifully one man, a Jew by
birth, who preaches too much truth to please the hearers of this day,
though he is in the Establishment.
My affectionate love to your wife and daughter.
Believe me, yours in Gospel affection,

A. B.

HOBLYN.

TO A PASTOR IN A NEW SPHERE.
IT was not iron Fate, nor airy Fortune,
But He who guides the golden stars in space,
And sends the shining angels on their errands,
That led thee to thlS quiet, country place.

He led thee to this simple Surrey village,
Now bright with bloom and lovely leafage new;
Where many a soul is still without the knowledge
Of God's salvation, free as crystal dew.
WOl'k while 'tis day-the precious time is :flying,
The golden hours will not return to thee;
The ebon night, which comes with silent swiftness,
Will shortly end thine earthly ministry,
Work while 'tis day!-witbin the ballowed temple
Proclaim the Gospel of tbe Crucified,
And take His messages of matchless mercy
To shadowed homes where suffering ones abide.
Work while 'tis day!---oh, toil with holy ardour
For Him who died for thine unrighteousness;
Whose hand will gird thee, now, with strength sufficient,
And glad thee afterward with sweet success.
And oh, when all thy work on earth is finished,
He will translate thee to the land above,
Where thou shalt" see His face" with sacred rapture,
And "serve Him". evermore with perfect love.
IsA...
•TESUS was no regardless spectator of that terrible scene whi0h was
being enacted on earth, His omniscient eye was upon that barbarous
rabble armed with stones. He was looking down upon the bending
form of His devoted servant, and methinks His eye was also specially
resting upon that young man whose name was Saul, at whose feet
the witnesses laid down their clothes. If Jesus looked down upon
the scene of Stephen's sufferings, why is He not equally looking down
upon my home, my surroundings, my life-struggles 1 And that He is
so I am assured, and I hold that the fact that J ems is deeply interested
in the details of my every-day life is a truth greatly comforting
and encouraging to my soul; and the same with you, dear reader.
What is thine heart trouble just now 1 Jesus knows all about it. If
the heavens could be parted at this moment, we should see Jesus
beholding with the deepest interest His own, in whatever position,
under whatever pressure th",y may be.-GeoTge Cowell.
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THE STORY OF SOME FAMOUS BOiirFIRES.
A VOLUME bearing the above striking title has come into our hands.
In these days of general declension from the holy principles of Bible
Protestantism, it is of the greatest importance that a statement of the
mighty struggles of our Protestant forefathers should, in popular form,
be placed in the hands of the young, for they are especially exposed
to the dangers of t.he times.
The book to which we refer is from the pen of Mr. STANLEY
MARTIN, whose stylE', peculiarly attractive, is well calculated to secure
an extensive heariul!; for his Bonfire stories-all true to fact and hi3tory.
The Bonfires are of three sorts-I< Bontires of Bones, Bibles, and Brave
Men."
W tJ cordially recommend the b:)ok, and hope for it a large circulation.
The price being only sixpencE', it is placed within the reach of all.
No better Sunday School Prize-of its sort-could be selected in view
of the approaching Christmas and New Yeu than Mr. MARTIN'S
"Story." Mr. WILLIAM WILElIfAN is the publisher. That our readers
may form a jujgment for themselves, we make a liberal extract from
the chapter headed, "More than Conquerors." The author writes : When QUEEN MARY came to the throne of England dark days dawned upon our
country, and especially upon those who had embraced the Reformed faith. In all
parts of the country men and women, boys and girls, a great multitude of whom
"the world was not worthy," were cast into prison, tortured, exiled and martyred.
I want my readers to remember that the word martyr means" a witness," and
throughout the country, during MARY'S reign, there were not lacking faithful
witnesses who signed their testimony with their life's blood.
I will now tell you about a few of the noble martyrs of this dark reign, so
please read the following pages yery carefully. No doubt, most of you have
heard and read of many of them before, but the stories of their lives and deaths
are always fresh, and we should never tire of calling to mind how and why they
lived, suffered, and died. Among the first to uffer persecution during QUEEN
MARY'S reign were two good men, named :KICHow RIDLEY and RUGH LATIMER.
Both had been Bishops, and both were learned and godly men.
The story of RUGH LATnn:R'- life is so interesting that I must tell you some
particulars about him.
ntil he was fully thirty years old he was a bigoted
Romanist, and for his zeal in the canse of Popery he was made Crossbearer to
the University of Cambridge, and when any public processions took pla-ce LA.TIMER
would have been seen in the throng holding high overhead a large silver cross.
Who would have thought that the devoted young Romanist who then, with
gravity and zeal, upheld a material cross of silver, would in after years, even
with more zeal, uphold the doctrine of the Cross, and point so many of his
countrymen to a living Christ and not to a dead cros~? Bat while LATIMER was
thus heading the processions with his silver cross there was another man in the
Uniyersity, who, though a little man to look at, had a big heart and a strong mind.
Ris name was BU.NEY. Re had found something to which LNl'IMER was as yet a
stranger, namely, "joy and peace in believing." Re had long been seeking for
it through fastings, confessions, and watchings, but they had only made him more
and more miserable. But I think I had better tell the story of his conversion in
his own simple words, and if you are not quite old enough to understand all
they mean, perhaps you will when a few more birthdays have come and gone;
at least, I hope you will. This is what he hinlself said:"I alSO, miserable sinner, before I could come to Christ, had spent all that I
had upon ignorant physicians, that is to say, unlearned hearers of confessions;_
so that there was but small force of strength left in me (who of nature am but
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weak), small store of money, and very little wit and understanding; for they
appointed me fastings, watchings, buying of pardons and masses; in all which
things (as I now understand) they sought rather their own gain than the salvation
of my sick and languishing soul. But at last I heard speak of Jesus, even then
when the New Testament was first set forth by ERASMUS; which when I understood to be eloquently done by him. being allured rather by the Latin than by
the Word of God (for at that time I knew not what it meantl, I bought it, even
by the providence of God-as I do now well understand and perceive-aud, at
the first reading, as I well remember, I chanced upon this sentence of St. Paul
(oh, most sweet and comfortable sentence to my soul!) in I Tim. i. 15: 'It is a
true saying, and worthy of all men to be embraced, that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners, of whom I am the chief and principal.' This one
sentence, through God's instruction and inward working, which I did not then
perceive, did so exhilarate my heart, being before wounded \"ith the guilt of my
sins, and being almost in despair, that immediately I felt a marvellous comfort
and quietness, insomuch that my bruised bones leaped for joy," Of course, it
,vas inlpossible for BIL:'-"Y to keep his new-found joy to himself; but he was too
timid to be a great preacher, and so among his friends and in conversation he let
his light shine before men, and so drew around him a little circle of friends and
acquaintances, who learned to loye the Xew Testament, and, little by little,
preached the pure Gospel in the different churches and halls of Cambridge.
Very probably our old friend, WILLll:ll TYXIHLE, was of the circle of BILNEY'S
Bible brotherhood, as he was at Cambridge at this time.
Young HUGH LATIMER, the ardent cross-bearer, did not at all approve of these
Bible meetings, and lost no time in preaching yery earnestly against the Bible
and those who loved it. Among the congregation on one occasion was "little
BILNEY," and as he witnessed the fiery zeal of LATlliER, he could not help wishing
that the ability the preacher displayed was used in a better cause, so acting on
the words of Scripture that" he that winneth souls is wise," and also, "he that
is wise winneth souls," he visited LATIMER, and told him that he would so much like
him to hear him confess; and LATIMER, thinking he had come to confess his
heresy, was only too glad to listen to him. In his confession BILXEY told him
all that we have already read about, the" miserable sinner," "the ignorant
physicians," <lic., and, finally, of the" sweet and comfortable sentence·' he had
found in the Word of God, which had given him such" marvellous comfort and
quietness." Thus BIL.'EY sowed the seed into ground which God had been pre·
paring; for LATHIER, in spite of his silver cross and his fiery sermons, was ill at
ease, and when he heard BILNEY tell of his confession he had to admit that he
was a stranger to the joy and peace which filled the heart of BILNEY. ';Ye can
well believe that after this it was not long before HUGH LATIlIIER was himself
studying the book he had so earnestly denounced, for we know that in a ,'ery
short time he was preaching the Gospel, and getting into hot water for being so
!lold and outspoken.
I cannot tell you all the story of HUGH LATIMER. He became a great preacher,
always speaking in such a homely manner that everybody could understand him.
He was never afraid of denouncing what he thought to be wrong, and always
endeavoured to hold up the Lord Jesus Christ as the sinner's only hope. he
)nade many friends and many enemies, for those whose sins and superstitions he
exposed did not at all like plain, honest, outspoken HUGH LATHiER. He was
yery fond of preaching out in the open air, and was often to be heard speaking
at St. Paul's Cross, in London.
On one occasion, Latimer had been preaching at Cambridge, and had said that
everybody should be permitted t{) read the Bible in their own tongue. The
monks and friars did not like this at all, and so they appointed one of their
~wn champions to answer LATIMER, and on a certain 'unday Friar BUCKINGHAM
(for that was his name) went up into the pulpit and preached against Bible
reading to a large congregation. He told his audience that if everybody read the
Bible there would be people going about without any eyes, because it says in
Scripture, "If thine eye offend thee plucl!: it out;" and that, if everybody was
allowed to study the Scriptures. the bakers would not put enough yeast into
their bread, because it says in the Bible, "A little leaven leaveneth the whole
lump," and so on, and so on. What a very foolish old friar!
The next Sunday LATIMffiR preached again, and exposed the silly arguments of
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Friar BUCKINGHAM, who attended and sat immediately in front of the pulpit.
"Only children and fools," said LATIMER, "fail to distinguish b3tween the
figurative and the real meanings of language-between the image which is used
and the things which that image is intended to represent. For example." he
continued, looking at the friar, "if we paint a fox preaching in a friar's hood,
nobody imagines that a fox is meant, but the craft and hypocrisy which are so
often found disguised in that garb." I am afraid Friar BUCKINGHAM did not
enjoy the sermon very much. In a picture I have of the incident he looks as
though he is having a very disagreeable dose of medicine. Let us hope it did
him good. One sermon LATIMER preached at St. Paul's Cross is a very famous
one. It is always known as the "Plough Sermon." You must be sure to read
it when you are old enough to understand it.
Very soon after QUEEN MARY came to the throne, LATIMER, RIDLEY, and
another good man named CRANMER were all charged with heresy, that is, with
refusing to become Roman Catholics, and sent to prison in the Tower of London.
Their prison was cold, damp, and unwholesome. These three brave men spent
the time in reading the Scriptures, in prayer, and in writing letters to one
another in their separate cells, thus comforting each otoer and preparing themselves for the fiery trial which awaited them. After a long delay all three were
taken to Oxford, and there witnessed a good confession before their judges, who
condemned them to be burned ali,e. LATlliER was committed to the keeping of
the Mayor of Oxford, who, the night before tbe execution, kindly offered to sit
up with him if he desired it. " Ko," sald L.\TillER, "to night I shall sleep as
soundly as e,er I did. To-morrow morning my breakfast may be somewhat
sharp, but my supper will be most sweet." He meant that the fire that awaited
him in the morning would indeed, prove a sharp brea1dast, but by the eveningtin1e he would be in the presence of Jesus, free from the persecution of his
enemies.
On Wednesday, October, 16th, 1555, great crowds gathered by "the ditch over
against Baliol College," to witness the worst that Rome could do against these
two ohampions of God's truth. RIDLEY led the way, "and, looking baok, espied
Master LATIMER coming after, unto whom he said 'Oh, be ye there?' 'Yea,'
said Master LATHIER, 'have after as fast as loan follow;' so he followed a
little way off; at length they came both to the stake, the one after the other,
where first Dr. RIDLEY entering the plaoe, marvellous earnestly holding up both
his hands, looked towa-rds heaven. Then, shortly after, espying Master LATIMER
with a wondrous cheerful look he ran to him, embraced and kissed him; and, as
they that stood near reported, comforted him, saying, 'Be of good heart, brother,
for God will either a·ssuage the fury of the flame or else strengthen us to abidll
it.' 'With that went he to the stake, kneeled down by it, kissed it, and prayed
very earnestly; and behind him }Iaster LATLllER kneeled, a" earnestly calling
upon God as he."
'When they were both tanding at the stake RIDLEY held up his hand and
prayed, "Oh, heavenly Father, I give unto Thee most hearty thanks, for that
Thou hast oallled me to be a profe--or of Thee, e,en unto death. I beseech
Thee, Lord God, take mercy npon this realm of England, and deliver the same
from all her enemies." Then they brought a fagot, kindled with fire, and laid it
down at RIDLEY'S feet. To whom LATDIt:R spake in this manner: 'Be of good comfort, Master RIDLEY, and play the man; we shall this day light suoh a candle
by God's grace in England, as I trust shall never be put out.' And so the fire
being kindled, when RIDLEY saw the flame flaming up towards him, he cried
with a loud voioe, 'Lord, into Thy hands I commend my spirit: Lord, receive
my spirit,' and repeated this latter part often in English, 'Lord, Lord, receive
my spirit.' LATIlIIER crying as vehemently on the other side, '0 Father of
heaven, receive my soul,' he received the flame as if embracing it. After he had
stroked his face with his hands, and, as it were, bathed them a little in the fire,
he soon died, as it appears, with very little pain. And thus much conoerning
the end of this old and blessed servant of God, Bishop LATIMER, for whose
laborious services, fruitful life, and constant death, the whole reahn has cause
to give thanks to Almighty God."
RIDLEY lingered long in suffering, but at
length his spirit, ransomed from its tortured body, was soon resting "in the
arms of Jesus." Thus these two faithful witnesses ., fought a good fight," "kept
the faith," and having "finished their oourse" \vere "offered up," a glorwWl
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': henceforth," with its" crown" from their righteous Judge, being their reward.
Those prophetic words of LATIMER formed the best sermon he ever pr,eached, and
will never be forgotten so long as there is an English language to enshrine them.
LATIMER'S candle-the Word of God-has never from that day been permitted to
'be put out in England, and it never will be so long as men and women, and
boys and girls, honour, love, and spread it !
Dr. CRANMER was not executed with RIDLEY and LATIMER. He was kept in
prison, and his enemies tried all they could to get him to recant, that is, to
submit to the teaching of the Church of Rome, and to sign a paper declaring
th'lot the Gospel he' had taught was false. They thought that if they could get
so great a man as CRAJ','1IIER to recant, many more would follow in his train.
They pointed out to him how many years of usefulness were before him if he
recanted and his life was spared, and also what a terrible death that by fire wa<s.
At length, wearied out by nigh three years' impl'isonment, and with the fear of
a dreadful death before him, he, in a weak moment, signed his recantation. It
was printed and scattered throughout the kingdom. But the heart of QUEEN
MARY was as hard as a rock, and she insisted that CRANMER should be put to
death notwithstanding his recantation, but the matter was kept from him. He
found, too, that not only was his recantation of little good in obtaining for him
his liberty, but alas! when he put his signature to it he signed away the peace
and joy which beforetime sustained Ihim. His enemies had before this degraded
him; they had taken off his Archbishop's robes and insulted him in other ways,
but they had not been able to deprive him of his inward peace-the peace that
the "God of all peace" had given him; but now, having denied his Saviour, he
had lost that inward peace and joy.
His enemies now resolved that he should declare his recantation in public, so
a day was appointed, and before a large congr·ega.tion he was asked to preach.
"I will do it," said CRANMER, "and that with a good will." And then, rising
from his seat, he prayed very fervently, and then preached a sermon very, very
different from what his enemies had intended, concluding with the following brave
words: "And now I come to the gr'eat thing which so much troubleth my conscience more than anything that ever I did or said in my whole life, and that is the
setting abroad of a writing contrary to the truth, which now here I renounce and
refuse, as things written with my himd contrary to the truth which I thought
in my heart, and written for fear of death, and to save my life if it might be,
and that is, all such bills and papers which I have written or signed with my
hand since my degradation, wherein I have written many things untrue. And
forasmuch as my hand offendeth, writing contrary to my heart, my hand shall
first be punished for it; for when I come to the fire it shall be first burned. And
as for the Pope, I refuse him, as Christ's enemy and antichrist, with all his false
doctrine." When he uttered these words there was a tremendous hubbub in the
church, and a priest shouted, out, "Stop the heretic's mouth;" and so he wa~
hurried away to execution. "And when he came to the place where the holy,
bishops and martyrs of God, HUGH LNrIMER and RIDLEY, were burned before
him for the confession of the truth, he kneeled down and prayed to God, but
did not tarry long in his prayers, for, he put off his garments to his shirt, and
prepared himself for death. His shirt was made long down to his feet, which
were bare; and his head, when both his caps were off, was so bare that one hair
coulcl not be seen upon it. His beard was long and thick, covering his face wit!,
marvellous gravity. Such a countenance of gravity moved the hearts both of hlS
friends a,nd enemies. Then an iron chain was tied about CRA:'-AITR, and when they
perceived him to be more steadfa<st than to be moved from his sentence, they
commanded the fire to be set to him. And when the wood was kindled, and the
fire began to burn near hin', stretching out his arm, he put his right hand into
the flame, which he held so steadfast and i=onble that all men might see his
hand burned before his body was touched. His body did so abide the burning
of the flame with such constancy and steadfastness, that sta.nding always in one
place, without moving Ilis body, he seemed to move no more than the stake to
which he was bound; his eyes were lifted up to heaven, and oftentimes he
repeated, 'This unworthy right hand!' so long as his voice would suffer him;
and using often the words of Stephen, 'Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!' in the
greatness of the flame he gave up the ghost." Thus perished this godly martyr
of Jesus Christ.
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, It was not only men who suffered for the faith of the Gospel during the dark
days of QUEEN MARY'S reign. Gentle, tender women were led to suffering and to
death rather than conform to the unscriptural teachings and practices of Rome.
Aye, and not only men and women, but even boys and girls joyfully commi~ted
themselves to the flame for their Saviour's sake. At Colchester there was a httle
b~t of a girl, just about sixteen years old. Her name was ROSE ALLEN. Only: a
gIrl; yes, but we shall see a true servant of King Jesus, and one who worthIly
represented Him, too. Her mother and father had long been suspected of heresy,
and one morning very early, about two o'clock, the Bailiff of Colchester and hIS
men called to take them both to prison for attending a Gospel service. Her
mother was far from well, and she asked her daughter to go into the kitchen ~d
get her something to drink before she went to the prison. Rose went downstaIrS
and found the kitchen full of rough men who had come with the bailiff. Among
them was a man named TYRREL, who stopped ROSE, and told her to try and get
her parents to recant, but she answered, ., Master, they have a better instructor
than I, for the Holy Ghost doth teach them, who I trust shall not suffer them
to err."
TYRREL then grew very angry and accused ROSE of heresy, but the brave girl
replIed, "Sir, with that which you call heresy do I worship my Lord God; I
tell you truth."
." Then I perceive you will burn, gossip, with the rest, for company's sake,"
saId TYRREL.
" No, sir, not for company's sl'oke, said ROSE, "but for my Christ's sake, if ~o
be I be compelled; and I hope in His mercies, if He call me to it, He WIll
enable me to beM' it."
Then TYRREL, the great big coward that he was, took the candle out of ROSE'S
hand, grasped her wrist, and held her hand in the flame nntil "the sinews
began to crack." Not a sound escaped ROSE'S lips. True, the other hand that
held the jug trembled a little, but that was all.
"Wilt thou not cry ~" shouted TYRREL.
"I have no cause, thank God," said ROSE tranquilly; "but rather to rejoice.
You have more cause to weep than I, if you consider the matter well.
Uttering a lot of bad words which I should be sorry to write, TYRREL at length
let his victim go.
"Have you done what you will do?" said ROSE.
,
"Yea," sneered TYRREL. "And if thou think it not well, then mend it!'
"Mend it!" repeated ROSE. "Nay: the Lord mend you, and give you
repentance, if it be His will. And now, if you think it good, begin at the feet,
and burn to the head also. For he that set you a-work shall pay you your
wages one day, I warrant you."
She wrapped up her hand in a rag and returned to her mother with the jug,
but not a word did she say about her injured hand. They were then all marched
off to prison to join other" Gospellers," who had a.lso been arrested. ROSE was
so?n broug~t before her judge, but her answers were so wise, so scriptural, and
wIthal so WItty, that her learned judges found they han more than therr match III
the girl of sixteen. At length the terrible sentence of death by fire was pronounced,
but even that did not frighten the brave girl, for passing down the steps that
led to the dungeon she began singing-

"Yea, though I walk through death's dark vale,
Yet will I fear none ill;
Thy rod, Thy staff doth comfort me,
And Thou art with me still."
From two prisons in Colclester two batches of prisoners were led out to suffer for
Jesus' sake. If we could have seen them pass along we should have noticed that
they were quite ordinary sort of people-a few countrymen, an old woman of
seventy, named AGNES SILVERSIDE, and two girls, named ELIZABETH FOULKES, and
ROSE ALLEN. As they passed through the streets the crowds greeted them with
loud cries: "The Lord strengthen them! the Lord comfort them! the Lord pour
His mercies upon them!" ROSE ALLEN went to the fire" calling upon the name
of God, and exhorting the people earnestly to flee from idolatry;" and so, amid
songs of victory, their fiery chariot carried them into the presence of the King.
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ROSE's life was a short one, but it was lived to some purpose, and Iher death,
tnough a fiery one, was but going home to receive her crown.
Just one more glimpse at those sad days and we will pass on to happier times.
Some of my readers may perhaps have visited the beautiful Weald of Kent, with
its richly cultivated undulations, its dense woods, and its qU!Lint old-fashioned
towns. During the reign of QUEEX MARY, seas of trouble awaited the faithful
in this district. The prisons at Canterbury and Maidstone were crowded with
godly witnesses awaiting their trials, and ofttimes their fiery chariot which was
to convey them "the nearest way to the Celestial City." Among these was one
ALICE BEND ON, wife of EDWARD BENDOX, of Staplehurst, near Cranbrook. It
seems so terrible to place it on record, but it is true that her own husband was
the means of her arrest. She declined to go to church to be present at the
idolatrous sacrifice of the Mass, and her busband hinlself took her before the
justice, who committed her to Canterbury to await her trial for heresy. The
constable who had charge of her "Was unable for a few days to convey her to
Canterbury. Thereupon EDWARD BE~»ox-to his shame be it written-actually
took money from the constable to convey his own wife to prison. But she, noble
woman that she was, having more care for her husband's good reputation than
he had for his own infamy, refused to go \\ith hinl, but placed herself under the
escort of the constable's little son, "Who conveyed her to prison. As she was
found to be firm and steadfast, and held fast her confession, she was put into an
underground dungeon, a horrible place, called ~Ionday's Hole. For nine long
weeks she lay here, with the rats as her only companions, straw as her bed, and
dry bread as her food. So inhuman were her persecutors, that never once was she
allowed to change her clothes or to wash.
uch was the tenderness of the Holy
Catholic Church to this suffering member of Christ's body. .
When first cast into her dungeon she was sadly depressed. Why had God left
her to the mercies of her enemies? Was His mercy clean gone for e\-er' Had
He forgotten to be gracious? Oh, no; He never forgets His troubled children.
One night while ALWE BENDoN was repeating the forty-second Psalm to herself
she came to the words, "Why art thou cast down, 0 my soul? and why art
thou disquieted within me? Hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise Him, who
is the health of my countenance and my God." Then the light shone once more
into her heart, and she received comfort in the midst of her miseries, and after
that continued very joyful to the end.
At the end of the nine weeks she was again bronght before the RrsHoP of
DOVER, who, by flattery and threats, tried to get her to recant; but she, knowing
whom she had believed and to whom she had committed the keeping of her
body as well as her soul, remained firm. On the 19th of June, 1557, when all
nature seemed so full of life and beauty, ALICE BENDoN and seven other Kentish
men and women suffered at the Martyrs' Field, Canterbury. A great crowd witnessed their victory, for such it was. These homely countryfolk were" more than
conquerors," and those who accompanied the martyrs, the crowds of black-robed
priests, beaded by the BISHOP of DOVER in his robes, knew it. In the mids of
it all ALICE forgot not her old folk at home, so to a friend standing by she handed
a shilling for her old father and a cambric handkerchief for her brother, and I
doubt not in her heart was hearty forgiveness for her unworthy husband.
And so the fire did its work, and the martyrs went to receive their crowns.
"They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light
on them; nor any heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall
feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of water: and God shall
wipe away all tears from their eyes."
At length QUEEX MARY died, and England once more returned to her Bible
and her liberty. Yvhen the news of the QUEEX'S death spread throughout the
country there were general rejoicings; bells were rung, bonfires "Were lighted, and
everywh~re were heartfelt rejoicings that the burning:; "Were over, and that
QUEEN ELIZABETH had ascended the throne. It had. indeed, been a terrible
five years.
Terrible had been the sufferings of God'
children.
Between
February 4th, 1555, when a man named ROGERS was burned at Smithfield, and
November 15th, 1558, when five were burned in one fire at Canterbury, no fewer
than 288 persons were burned alive at the stake. This awful list includes one
little baby and a poor blind girl, both of whom suffered ~at Maidstone, in
Kent.
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SERMON.
THE following is the last sermon preached by the late Rev. JOSEPH
IRONS, at Grove Ohapel, March 21st, 1852. It is entitled, "The
Mission of Ohrist," and may be had, in a separate form, of Mr. DAVID
FISK, 6, Brighton Place, Brighton. Thirteen days after preaching this
discourse, God's faithful servant and witness entered into the joy of
his Lord.
" This is a faithful saying, and w01·thy of all acceptation, that Chrtst
Jesus came into the ~vorld to save sinnen; of whom I am chief."1 TIMOTHY i. 15.
FAITHFUL sayings ought to be faithfully delivered; and if those who
profess to be the servants of God would faithfully deliver this saying,
"That Jesus Ohrist came into the world to save sinners," we should hear
no more about His offering them salvation, or proposing salvation, or
putting them into a salvable state, and the like Popish nonsense. He
., came to save sinners." Did He fulfil His errand-or did He not ~
Did He fail in His mission-or did He succeed 1 That is coming to
the simple point of the question.
Well, then, if I am to deliver this" faithful saying "-~nd I do not
know that I shall have strength enough to deliver half-a-dozen sentences
upon it-I must tell it as it stands; that as He " came to save sinners."
He either failed in His mission, and left it unaccomplished, unfinished,
partly done, or else He did it completely-and then there is nothing
more to be done. I must come to the point. I cannot bear with halfway measures in t1Je things of God. I never like them in the things
of man-I never like them in matters concerning the world-but in the
things of God they are quite insufferable. It is either grace or works,
as Paul has it, and if it be of one it cannot be of the other. If the
salvation of Einners were entrusted to Ohrist, and if He has accomplisherl it, there can be nothing doubtful, nothing contingent, nothing
uncertain, and if men will tell us that salvation depends upon repenting
and believing, I will tell them that their assertion is false. Repenting
and believing depend upon Ealvation, and not salvation upon repenting
and believing. Repenting and believing are a part of His great
salvation; He is exalted to give the one, and to be the Author and
Finisher of the other. Therefore I want-and I wish all who pass for
ministers would keep to that, to deliver this faithful saying faithfully?
and not to dilute, not to pervert, not to transpose, not to paraphrase
it-not to throw in some" ifs" and" buts," and " peradventures," where
God has thrown in none-but to come to the point, "that Jesus
Ohrist came into the world to save sinners."
Well, now, this is our point this morning, for a few minutes, if we
can. There are two things in the text which I would make as divisions
to try and set before JOU. The first is, the sinner's case-" sinners;»
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the second is, The official errand of the Lord J enus Christ among
them.
I.-Now, the first I have been thrown back upon, because such is
Satan's malice, that he disputes every inch of ground a Christian takes
till he gets home, and will not unfrequently throw him off from his
<lOmfOl'ts, from his experience, from his attainments, from his talents,
and even from his usefulness, and leave him as if stripped bare. But
whatever the tempter may have been permitted to throw me off from,
he cannot throw me off from this-that I am a sinner, and therefore
am one of the very sort that Jesus Christ came into the world to
save.
Now, I pictured to myself, as I lay upon my bed, that there might
be many here this morning who really have liO other plea-who, when
they bow before the throne, have really nothing else to say before
God but, "I am a sinner, a guilty sinner." But the matter of fact
is, that very few people believe that in the strictest sense of the word;
and therefore, I shall endeavour to look a little into the sinner's case,
alid show it up, and see what sort of beings Christ came to saV\l.
Now you know very well it is recorded that Adam's transgressiou
brought sin into the world, and death by sin-that" in Adam all die "that in the day that he ate of the forbidden fruit he and his posterity
died;. because it is said after his fall, that he begat sons in hi5 own
likeness, and that was a sinful likeness-partakers of the same fallen
nature, subject to the same curse and wrath; and therefore, as Adam's
transgression involved all his posterity in utter ruin, we do well to look
to that as the original, because I very much fear that very rew, even
of those who pass for Christians, believe the doctrine of the fall to its
full extent. They talk of man as "very far gone," as our Reformers
put it; but not altogether gone "from original Iighteousne;:s; but
how few believe that he is really" dead in trespasses and sins! " How
few really believe that every speck and particle of the image of God,
and the life or God in the soul, is utterly removed and destroyed by
the entrance .of sin! How very few believe in the total helplessness
and undone condition induced by the fall, and brought upon all
mankind. thereby! Yet until we believe that we shall never learn to
prize Christ.
And then just observe, that personal rebellion proceeds from the
Adam fall, as soon as Ati.am's children are capable of it. You will
find it even in the infant race; you will find it everywhere in the
rising generation; you will find it manifest in every grade of human
life. Personal rebellion against God; and that rebellion, too, we might
show, runs into matters of providence, as well as into matters of
grace; but all with one conllent rebel against God's method of saving
,sinners.
But there is a worse view to be taken of sinnership than even this;
and it comes under the character of Pharisaic premmption. Perhaps
of all the wickednesl> that presents itself before God, this is the worst;
and therefore our beloved Lord said that the publicans and harlots
entered into the kingdom of God before the Pharisees, and denounced
more woes upon them than upon any other class besides. The
presumption or setting up creature doings, and supposed creature
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-excellency, where there is none, is such an affront to J ehovab, and such
a rl'jection of the sovereignty of His grace, that it appears to me among
the blackest of all crimes.
I can only name this, and just go ,on to mark, tbat the rejection of
-the glorious doctrines of God's grace must be reckoned among the leading
features of sinnership. Where is the man, untaugl~t of God, but who
rejects the doctrine of personal election, rejects the doctrine of absolute
sovereignty, rejects the doctrine of invincible grace, and other doctrines
·of the like character which make up the fulness of the Word of God 7
An this is sinnership; all this is rebellion against the Most High
God.
Well, now let me just mark, before I qu.it this point, that sinners are
overcome by nothing but Omnipotent grace. Law, precept, rules. of
philosophy, and all the training and adorning that you can gIve
creatures, never conquers the carnal mind, which is enmity against
'God. Omnipotent grace alone can subdue a poor ruined sinner to the
feet of Jesus.
II.-Now let us say a few words upon the other point of· my text;
for my breath and my eyesight fail me so, that I can hardly distinguish
a countenance here i-the official errand of Christ. I have given a
brief outline of the character of sinners. Who would suppose that
.Jesus Ohrist came into the world in behalf of such poor wretches 7
Bu~ He Himself says, "I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to
Tepentance. "
Well, then, the question arises, Is He powerful enough 7 Is He able
, to do what He came into the world to do 7 I read expressly, that He
is "able to save to the uttermost.~ Well, I do not think you and I
have gone beyond "the. uttermost." "Able to save to the uttermost
all that come unto God by Him." Then His power is nothing leES than
omnipotent-nothing less than the power of God. He had power to
-take away sin by the sacrifice of Himself; and He had power to put
down Satan, and trample him under foot; and He has power to put
away the curse of the holy law. He had power to bear and endure
-the vengeance of vindictive justice; He had power to vanquish all the
malice of man and of hell, and at length to rise triumphant over them
all, exulting, "0 death, I will be thy plagues; 0 grave, I will be thy
victory." Then He came to save sinners. He came under responsibility. I like that word very much. He came under responsibility.
Their cares-their concerns-their redemption-their entire and eternal
'l3alvation, were committed to His trus't, .His charge, His care; and, as
dear old GOODWIN says concerning it, "He had so bound Himself to
-this work, that He must save' them, or else His name, His honour,
His fame, Himself, had gone." I would not attempt, especially in my
present weak state, to preach a Saviour who was not responsible-who
had not undertaken the whole charge according to Covenant settlements,
in agreement with the Father and the Holy Ghost., and I put all the
perfections and attributes of His nature under responsibility for my
'l3alvation. Well now, if this be the case-if He came to save sinners,
.and under such responsibility, how is it possible that any of those whom
He came to save can be lost 7 How is it possible that He can fail in
His purpose and object 7 Why, I would as- soon believe that the
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Father would abdicate His throne, and that the holy Ghost would blot
out or burn the Book of Life, as I could believe that the Lord Jesus
Ohrist would fail of His office. No; He ,I came to save sinners." And
here my faith, in its weakest state, and at its lowest ebb, falls back with,
« I am a sinner, therefore I shall rely on the Saviour and His perfect
salvation."
Now look at the interest that He must take in His Ohurch-in the
sinners that the Father gave into His hand; for He says, « Thine thfly
were, and Thou gavest them Me; and all that Thou hast given Me I have
kept, and none of them is lost; " and" all that the Father gave Me shall
come to Me." There can be no mistake about the matter, if you win
keep to your Bibles. Then it must follow that He takes a deep and
~ively interest in an that pertains to those sinners whom the Father gav:emto His hand-that their calling, their sanctification, as well as theIr
justification, and their perseverance, and their glorification, are all
matters of deep interest with Ohrist-He cannot, will not, abandon one
of them.
Then mark, I beseech you, how complete a matter the atonement mu~t
be, and how accptable to God, if, in saving sinners, He atoned for theIr
transgressions by shedding His own precious blood! How acceptable
must such atonement be before God! and how complete and perfect! I
love to look at these things in this abstract sense; and now, as I cannot
illustrate them or enlarge upon them, I hope you will just take the
outline I am giving, and muse over these things at home, and pray over
them.
There is one point in the text that must become a point of dispute.
Paul says, "Of whom I am chief." .Now, I rather think that I should
controvert that point, and so would many more. " No; I am chief"« I am chief."
And it is one of the most important lessons that !-he Holy
Ghost teaches a ruined child of Adam that he is the chief of sinners;
and though he may have been preserved, as many of us have been,
through the grace of God, from open transgression, from open vices
which the world recognises as sins, yet every man who knows the plague
of his own heart, who had looked into the chambers of imagery, who
knows what goes on in his own corrupt nature, will be quite prepared to
admit, "I am the chief of sinners."
«

A Christian warms with gratitude,
Wonders he is alive and wellWonders at undeserved good,
And wondering cries, 'Why not in hell?'"

All is of mercy. Aye, but the very chiefest of sinners, the vilest.
darkest, blackest of sinners, internal or external, may hope; for" Jesus
Cb:r1l>t came to Blwe II tb.e very cb.iel of "sinners; n and, as we before
cited, He is "able to save to the uttermost all who come unto God by
Him." Now, if the greatest transgressor, the very chief, the very vilest.
the very worst, may look for salvation in Ohrist Jesus, solely on the.
ground of His merit and righteousness, who shall despair 1 who shall
abandon hope 1 who shall say, "There is no refuge for me 1" God help
that awakened sinner, whoever he may be, that is present, to cling t<>
tbis, and embrace the Rock for want of any other shelter!
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I must close with one more remark, Immanuel is exalted; Immanuel
is glorified. He must have all the praise and all the honour for ever
and ever; and when we get home we will sing, "Salvation to Him that
sitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb for ever." We look forward
to that period; and I confess that my soul longs for it, for life has now
bccome quite a burden to me, and I anticipate meeting with prophets
and apostles, and patriarchs-above all, with Jesus Himself, to behold
His face in glory, to be like Him,' and see Him as He is. While on
the way, look up to Him, beloved, for an increase of strength daily to
be implanted, to call all His own graces into exercise, that life, long
or short, may be speut in glorifying, and honouring, and exalting His
holy name.
May He command a blessing upon these two or three remarks, for
His name's sake. Amen.
=======
THE RISING AND THE RESTING PRAYER.
(NUMBERS

x. 35, 36.)

TRUE prayer is real wisdom and grace.
Happy the life which is one
flow of prayer! It is the pilgrim's staff, the warrior's sword, the pillow
of the weary, the refuge of distress, the cry which proves the soul to
be new born. It is the wing on which the soul flies upward. It is the
tongue which asks-the hand which takes-great things. It has free
access to the mercy-seat, and there it carries on a gainful trade.
"Rise up, let Thine enemies be scattered." Observe how the prayer of
faith yearns for God's glory. These enemies hate God. ,They would
impede the progress of His truth. They would, if possible, extinguish
His Word's light. They would cast down His' righteous rule. Oan
faith sit still and see Him thus dethroned 1 Oh, no! It agonizes
with desire that He would vindicate His holy cause-uphold His honour,
and add trophies to His name.
Dear believer, be jealous indeed for the glory of thy God. Let every
thought centre in Him. Let Him be exalted, magnified, glorified, and
thyself laid low. Realize, too, your oneness with thy Lord; His life
is your life; His death is your death; His resurrection is your revival;
in Him you died, and rose, and sit now at God's right hand. So, too,
His cause, His foes are yours, and yours are His. Thus when strong
temptations fiercely try, you may appeal to Him. These are Thy
conflicts; "Rise up, Lord." These weapons seek Thine injury; "Rise
up, Lord, and let Thine enemies be scattered, and let those who hate
Thee flee before Thee."-Dean Law.
"WALK ye in the good way, and ye shall find rest."
Not purchase
this rest j01' your 'Yalk, but receive it freely in your walk; remembering
the ability to walk, and the gift of rest, are both of grace. A close
walk with God makes no atonement for sin, nor is any part of our
justifying righteousness; both these are found in the work of Ohrist.
The blessings are enjoyed by faith, and the enjoyment is preserved
by a life of faith. And this life of faith is the good way we are
exhorted to walk in, and is the old path in which Abel, Abraham,
and all the patriarchs walked.-Berl'idge.
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THE RESURRECTION.
By

THE LATE REV. OCTAVIUS WINSLOW,

D.D.

THE resurrection of Christ is the pledge and earnest of the glorious
resurrection of the believer. This great event-the crowning bliss of
the Church-has long been as a tltar of hope, on which the eye of
faith has loved to gaze. Patriarchs, and prophets, and apostles sang
and spake and wrote of it. Who does not recognize the doctrine of
the resurrection, and trace the yearning of his soul for this glorious
event in the expressive and touching words of Job xiv. 7-9 ~ "There
is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that it will sprout again, and that
the tender branch thereof will not cease. Though the root thereof wax
old in the earth, and the stock thereof die in the ground; yet through
the scent of water it will bud, and bring forth boughs like a plant."
How strikingly and beautifully significant is this figure of the resurrection! .His faith grafted upon the doctrine, see how his heart longed
for the arrival of the event: "0 that Thou wouldest hide me in the
grave, that Thou wouldest keep me secret, until Thy wrath be past,
that Thou wouldest appoint me a set time" [not the appointed time of
his death, as some interpret it, but of his resurection J. "All the
days of my appointed time will I wait, until my change come."
"Thou shalt calL" Oh, how sweetly will fall the sound of the archangel's trump upon the ear of those who sleep in Jesus! "Thou shalt
call, and I will answer: Thou wilt have a desire to the work of Thine
hands." But, if possible, in terms yet more distinct and glowing, the holy
patriarch announces his faith in this doctrine, and expresses his ardent
longing for this event: "I know that my Hedeemer liveth, and that
He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: and though after my
skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh I shall see God: whom I
shall ~ee for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not 'another ;
though my reins be consumed within me" (marginal1'eading, "my reins
within me are consumed with ardent desire for that day"). How clearly
does the Prophet Isaiah enunciate the doctrine: "Thy dead men shall
live, together with My dead body shall they arise;" or, as it has
been more properly rendered by LOUTH, "Thy dead men shall live"
(alluding to the Church's dead), "My dead body shall rise;" Christ
here being the Speaker, and referring to His mystical body, whom He
has promised to raise at the last day (see Isaiah xxvi. 19).
But our limits forbid any lengthened quotation from God's Word
establishing this doctrine. We must rather assume than prove its'
existence. The hope to which the resurrection of the Lord has
begotten the believer is termed by the Apostle a "lively hope," or
as it may be. rendered, a "living hope." Its life springs from the
resurrection of Christ, just as the same glorious event imparts quickening to the whole Christian economy. "Blessed be the God and Father
of ohr Lord Jesus Christ, which according to His abundant mercy,
hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus- .
Christ from the dead." Thus the believer, and he alone, can adopt.
the language of his Lord, as he resigns his body to the dust-and,
oh! let it be the epitaph of all who sle~p in J esus.,--" My flesh also '.
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shall rest in hope." A living hope, based upon the resurrection of
Jesus, smoothes his suffering path way to the tomb; hope dissipates its
gloom, and kindles within its sombre recesses an immortal radiance;
and hope-the Pharos of the sepulchre-throws its bright beams across
the dark waters of eternity, revealing in all its glory, an "inheritance
incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away." "Oh, yes,"
may every believer exclaim, "my flesh shall rest in hope of a glorious
resurrection to eternal life." Observe how closely the two eventsthe resurrection of Jesus, and that of the believer-are interwoven
one with the other. " Now is Ohrist risen from the dead, and become
the first-fruits of them that slept." "Every man in his own order:
Ohrist the first-fruits; afterward they that are Ohrist's at His
coming." What was the meaning of the first sheaf, which under the
law was commanded to be presented before the Lord in His temple 1
Vvas it not to be considered as an earnest, a pledge, and a pattern of
the future harvest, ripening for the sickle ~ So was the resurrection
of Jesus Ohrist from the dead! In like manner He burst from the
rzrave, the "first-fruits," the earnest, the pledge, and the pattern of the
future and a glorious harvest. As surely as He rose, so surely shall
all His people rise. As certainly as the first golden sheaf has been
presented in the temple, and waved before the throne of God, as
certainly shall the," blade, the ear, and the full corn in the elj,r" be
sickled in and gathered home, and not the least grain fall upon the
earth."
"But how are the dead raised up ~" That there is much of sublime
mystery associated with this event, we readily admit, but its very
mystery endears Him to the soul "who hath abolished [death, and
brought life and immortality to light by the Gospel." Yes, this very
body, as much redeemed by the precious blood of the Incarnate God,
as the deathless principle it enshrines, shall rise again! And by what
power ~ The power' of Omnipotence. "He that raised up Ohrist from
the dead shall also quicken your mortal body by His Spirit that
dwelleth in you." Every entombed s9.int of God is an entombed
temple of the Holy Ghost. Think of this, and tread lightly as ye carry
it to the grave. Ye bear a temple of the Holy Ghost! Precious is the
dust, and hallowed the urn that cont.ains it. And shall that temple
lie in ruins for ever ~ God forbid! Oh, it is a stupendous work!
But stupendous as it is, it tranecends not in its mightiness the power
of God. Oh, we deal too faintly with the Almightiness of Jehovah!
We limit the power of the Holy One of Israel. Bring but this power
to bear on the doctrine of the resurrection, and all its mystery is
explained, and all its difficulty vanishes. "Oh, how do all difficulties
vanish before one touch of Omnipotence!" What! shall He who at
first formed man out of the dust, and breathed into him the breath
of life-shall He at whose fiat world upon world started into being,
each one, for aught we know, teeming with a population partaking of
His likeness, and sharing His immortality-shall He "who upholds
all things by the word of His power," "who taketh up the isles as a
very little thing;" shall He be perplexed and baffled when He comes
to unlock the world's charnel-house, quickening, and summoning to
His bar each slumbering occupant ~ Ob, it will be a stupendous.
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and glorious work! but reason and revelation unite in ascribing it to
Him as worthy of His infinite greatness, majesty, and glory.
"I am the Resurrection and the Life." Divine aud glorious title,
Thou Ca.ptain of my salvation! And why, since Thou hast 'c died, and
rose, and revived," and hast declared that he that believeth in Thee,
"though he were dead, yet shall he live," should I shrink from descending into the grave, narrow, dark and lonely though it be ~ Precious
Son of God! Thou art the Resurrection and the Life, and because
Thou livest I shall live also!

SOLID COMFORT FOR THE LORD'S LOVED ONES.
JESUS is able to save to the uttermost-able, b~cause He ever liveth to
plead the blood which He shed upon the cross. c. He is able" to save
now-to put poor sinners in the way of salvation; He saves to " the very
uttermost" with respect to their transgressions, and with respect to their
number; however aggravated they are, "He is able to save to the uttermost." There is no sinner in the world beyond the reach of "His"
great salvation. "He is able to save ". to the uttermost point of duration:
"His salvation II is a complete, an everlasting salvation, the benefits of
which shall never cease. Having entered into the "Holy of Holies"
"He" is there to answer 'every objection against any of His dear people,
because" He ever liveth." If justice lays any objection against any of
His people, He has paid the debt that was exacted, having become
answerable for it, therefore they can never be arrested for those debts
which" He" paid. This is the blessed experience of every heaven-taught
sinner who comes to God by Him, convinced of his misery by the Eternal
Spirit. So that you see how complete are your souls in "Him," who is now
at God's right hand in heaven to plead 'I His precious blood" for your
redemption, and where "He" will never cease to plead till "He" has
you with" Him" in His everlasting glory.- Watts Wilkinson.
EVERY sin is a forsaking or turning from the Lord, and is evil in
its nature, bitter in its consequence.
THE Apostle 'Paul exborteu to" put on Cnrist." Re describes tnem
whom He exhorts thus:" To all that be in Rome, beloved of God"
(Rom. i 7). None but the beloved of God the Father have any
interest in, or have anything to do with Christ His beloved Son.
But how did it appear that these sinners at Rome were, or ,that any
sinners now Me, beloved of God ~ Verily, as plain as though the
love' of God was written in legible characters upon their foreheads.
This is clearly manifest by these two plain and express evidences: First,
they were the called of Jesus Christ-called to be saints; secondly,
their faith was spoken of. That sinner who is favoured with these
special and peculiar graces, to be called of God, and to have faith
in and from the Son of God, may be as fully assured that he is beloved
of God as though the voice of an archangel, or the voice of God
Himself, proclaimedit from heaven in his ears.-Mc£son.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. JUSTUS S. SERJEANT.
THE name of SERJEANT is very fragrant and sacred to those of God's
people, yet among us, who enjoyed the personal acquaintance of the
late Vicar of Acton, Suffolk-one of the tenderest and withal of the
boldest preachers of the precious doctrines of Divine Grace in modern
times.
Never will the writer of these lines forget the light of spiritual intelligence and heavenly-mindedness that beamed in the countenance of
that holy man of God, when, at the Clifton Ovnference, in O~tober,
sixteen years ago, he addressed a large assemblage of believers on the
subject of the Priesthood of Ohrist. Having read the passage, "For
every high priest taken from among men is ordained for men in things
pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for
sins," and onwards to the 10th verse of Hebrews v., he spoke substantially as follows :-" First observe that the Scripture speaks of the
Priesthood of Christ as an office made and ordained for men-'j01'
11le1J.'
It is an office constituted, not for angels, but for men / and for
men of a particular class. I believe that it is for needy men. We
shall never know the real blessedness of this appointment of God,
there will be no entrance into, no appreciation of, the relief it i&
appointed to yield, except as we are brought to know our real condition,
and to take our true position with reference to it. It is made, I say,
for needy men-men such as we are-men such as we find ourselves to be
when we are illumined by Divine teaching, and quickened by the grace
of God, when 'we are made experimentally to know that we are like
that man who stood of old before the Angel of the VJrd, 'clothed with
filthy garments.' 'Ordained for men!' Oh, there is something striking
in these terms "hich we may not lightly pass over. Oh, that it may
be the case that some pOOf, needy, struggling ones shall be linked
this morning wi'h the office and character, and the appointment of
the office and character, of the Lord Jesus Ohrist! But let us listen
to the description a little further. 'Who can have compassion on the
ignorant, and on them tha are out of the way.' These two terms
seem to me fi Iy to describe the condition of not a few of us, and that
which we have from time to time to learn even vel; with reference
to ourselves. \ e are all this that is here described. Paul was. He
says, concerning that former condition in which he lived, and which
he so affectingly describes, that all .these things ,he did 'ignoTantly in
unbelief.' Why, this office of priesthood was appointed of old for
those who had sinned through ignorance, not for the wilful transgressor, but for the poor blind man who walks in the light of his own
eyes, but is far from the righteousness of God. When the Spirit of
the living God opens those blind eyes to see the true condition in
which that individual soul may be, there is a movement as there was
in that man that went to Damascus, when, trembling and astonished,
he began to ask, 'Lord, what will Thou have me to do 1 '-that he
was in a woe-begone condition, far from God, indeed, through the
blindness and ignorance that was in his soul. And,' out of the way!'
I cal'not excuse sin; I am sure the Bible does not excuse sin: I dare
not justify that which God Himself has condemned in the most signal
3 c
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of all manners. No! sin is an exceeding sinful and hlLteful thing in
the sight of God. .Dear friends,· we ought to go, and ever to have
proceeded, in the right way. But, you know, we deal with facts; and
what is the fact 7 Why, u:e have wande1'ed; and if any of you should
say that it is not so, you make God a liar, and His Word is not in
you! Dear friends, we have u:andered-it is a fact; and we wander
still 'out of the way.' We cannot justify it, we dare not; but that
is our condition by reason of that carnal nature that is full of perWe do wander; we have
verseness and enmity against God.
wandered; that is our real state. But, what is our relief 7 What do
we want ~ A compassionate High Priest ! I want such an One! I do
not know what you want. And I want Him still, notwithstanding
that I have known something of the healing of this heavenly Physician,
and something of His marvellous, matchless grace, for. nearly forty
years. Is this. your case 7 Do you want such on One, as being
"ignorant," and "out of the way 7 " He can have compassion upon
you, and does feel it toward all such afflicted, convicted, selt~condemned
souls.
His office owes its very existence to the fact that such
characters. there are, and ever will be. Christ has compassion on the
helpless, the miserable, and the distressed. All these qualifications are
found in Him, in all their falness and perfection. The Aaronic priest
might Sflt Him forth in the siugle aspect as being One who could hay,;
compassion, but he could not exhibit Him at the same time a.s Oue
who is holy, harmless, and undefiled, separate from sinners, and much
less as constituted a High Priest for ever, 'after the order of
Melchisedek.' "
The son of such a father-such a "father in God "-is the subject
of our monthly Portrait. He was educated at Ripton School, whence
many a' brilliant and useful .career has emanated.
Mr. SERJEANT
distinguished himself at Repton by twice obtaining the First Entrance
Exhibition, and also becoming a Foundation Scholar. His godly
mother-still living-is a sister of that eminent mathematician and
still more eminent Christian, the late Rev. ROBERT WALKER, Rector
of Wymeswold, whose faithful adherence to the doctrines of the
free grace of GOD has left 'on permanent "record unanswerable proof
that the greatest of human intellects-when sanctified by the HOLY
SPIRIT-is made as willing to submit to the distinctive truths of the
Gospel as those of humbler calibre.
On completing his studies at Ohribt Ohurch, Oambridge, in 1879,
and graduating in his University with honours (bracketed 1st in
2nd Olass Classical Tripos), Mr. SERJEANT was subsequently ordained
by the then Bishop of London. His first curacy was that of St.
George, Tufnell Park,. Holloway, the Rev. MARMADuKE WASHL,GTON
being the Vicar. Here he was associated with the Rev. MARous
RAlNSFORD, jun., son of the late much esteemed Evangelical incumbent
of Belgrave Episcopal Ohapel, at the West-end of London. Mr. SERJEANT continued to labour at St. George's from 1882 to 1890, and
left for St. Matthew's, Brixton, whither his friend, Mr. RAINSFORD
had already departed. A population of 13,000 souls here afforded very
full scope for Mr. SERJEANT'S earnest energies, especially among the
young, over whom he has always possessed .a remarkable influence•..
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tDuring the past seven years his work has been greatly blessed to·
children, of whom it has been his custom to gather, on an averagego
600 every Saturday afternoon in his "Children's Bible Class."
Hig·
parochial duties have of late been exceptionally heavy, owing to th€l'
very advanced age of the vicar of St. Matthew's, the Rev. N. A,
GARLAND, who, a few weeks since, resigned the benefice, after holding
it for upwards of forty years. The retirement of Mr. GARLAND has led
to Mr. SERJEANT'S seeking a new curacy. His fellow Curate, the
Rev. MARcus RAINSFORD, has just been appointed to St. James's,
Holloway, of which the late Rev. J. B. MACKENZIE, the present
BISHOP of RIPON, and the Rev. E. A.STUART, were succes~ively the
incumbent~. . We could wish to see Mr. SERJEANT occupying some
similarly useful and independent charge,. for it must be a peculiar
diE appointment for a self-denying, earnest, zealous man of God-holding
a curacy-to be suddenly obliged to throw up the work he has
patiently and efficiently organized through a change in the vicariate,
which, of course, means, not from any fault of his own.
Mr. SERJEANT is a ready writer, and has contributed various articles
to well-known pUblications-notably one on "The Church and the
Children," which appeared in The P.eligious Review 0] Reviews. He is at
the present time writing the "Monthly Letter to Children," in
connection with the "Church of England Bible Reading Union." We
have lying before us a published sermon of Mr. SERJEANT'S, on the
text, "But the Scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise
by faith. of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe" (Gal. iii.
22). We ex;tract the opening portion of the discourse, from which
the secret of his great influence over the young may be discovered
-sirn:plicity and naturalness. Mr. SERJEANT said:HERE are subjects of vast Importance; so important that it is hardly
possible to over-estimate the significance of them. Sin, faith, the work of
the Lord Jesus Cb.rist-surely it is no exaggeration to say that our eternal
welfare greatly depends on the way that we estimate them.
Our text is the "Word of St. Paul to the Galatians; St Paul-that clearheaded, logical, philosophical man, that man of trained and educated and
refined intellect. But are they only the words of St. Paul? If they were,
we ought still to pay attention to them as the words of a great thinker and
a master of rhetoric; but they are more than that-they are the word of
God to us. You see, the fact is that the Holy Spirit of God took those
high intellectual gift.;;, those great mental powers of the Apostle, that he
might use them to the glory of God. No doubt if Saul of Tarsus had
been left to himself he would have gone on persecuting the 0hurch, heaping
insult upon the name of Jesus of Nazareth, breathing out threatenings
and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord. But all this was changed.
God met him on the way to Damascus on his errand of persecution, and
the next thing is we find him, to the utter amazement of everyone, preaching
in that very city that Jesus was the Son of God! Sau1 was a changed man,
a converted man; and he became an inspired man. You will agree with me,
I think, therefore, that the words of our text are not merely the words of
St. Paul, but that they are the words of God. "See, then, that ye refuse
not Him that speaketh." What then does St. Paul say? Or rather, what
does God say by the words of St. Paul? I can see here in our text two
points clearly stated-two points. I suppose a sermon, to be a proper
orthodox sermon, ought to have three points at least-some have twentywith a suitable introduction at the beginning and an application at the
302
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cnd. But I am going to be content with two: (1) the necessity of salvation
and (2) the way of salvation.

vVe append the former of these two heads:Our first point-the necessity of salvation-is, I think, as clear as words
can make i.t. "The Scripture hath concluded all under sin." That is a
most comprehensive statement. "All under sin "-it is a universal
statement. There is no doubt about it. All through the Bible, from
Genesis to Revelation, we find this truth-that "there is none righteous;
no, not one." 1£ the vast array of those who have ever come upon the
scene of Scripture history could at this momont appear at the solemn
judgment bar of God, and the question were put to them by Him in whose
sight all things are naked and open, we should hear a universal chorus of
VOIces crying, "I have sinned!" Some of them we can ask, and take their
answer from the Bible.
Pharaoh, king of Egypt; hast thou sinned? Then Pharaoh called for
Moses and Aaron in haste, and he said, "I have sinned against the Lord
your God, and against you." Balaam, son of Beor; hast thou sinned? And
Balaam said unto the angel of the Lord, "I have sinned." Saul, king of
Israel; hast thou sinned? Saul was one who said" I have sinned" oftener
than anyone in the Bible. Saul said unto Samuel, "I have sinned, for I
have transgressed the commandment of the Lord." Ask a man like Joba man of prayel;, a God-fearing man. The answer is, "I have sinned."
Ask a man like David-the man of God. And David said unto Nathan, "I
have sinned against the Lord." Yes; it is not only the Pharaohs and the
Achans and the Judas Iscariots, but it is the Jobs and the Davids and the
Peters. When the question is "Guilty or not guilty" in the sight of God,
the answer must be from each and all, " Guilty, guilty. "
"The Scripture hath concluded all under sin." It is a humiliating truth.
Yes. It is an unpalatable truth. Yes. But it is the truth. It is a
doctrine that the world very much dislikes, although, mark you, the world
has its own artificial code of social laws, and visits with very severe punishments those who bre~k those laws. But a man may break God's command.
ments and yet stand very well with the world. For instance, a man may
break the first commandment, and the third, and the fourth, and the fifth,
and the tenth, and be strongly suspected of breaking some of the others,
and yet be considered a very good fellow so long as he is not caught cheating
at cards! Yes, the world hates the Scriptural doctrine of sin, but we "IIho
profess and call ourselves Christians must not dare to minimise it, or to
take away even by one hair's breadth of its solemn import. Why, the very
heathen acknowledge it when they try to propitIate their idols by sacrifice
and penance. Sin is universal, and therefore the necessity of salvation is
universal too. When I say "salvation," I mean deliverance from sin; not
merely exemption from punishment. It would be an awful thing if we
could be saved from punishment without being saved from the sin
that brings the punishment. We- need to be saved from sin-from our
own sin, And that is no light matter. It is so easy to see the mote in our
brother's eye, and so hard to see the beam in our own eye! It is so easy,
so almost dignified, to be like that smug, respectable Pharisee, strolling-I
had almost said swaggering-into God's Temple with the "IIhole catalogue
of alllhis neighbours' sins at his fingers' ends. "Ab!" he thought to himsel£, "it is a wicked world, but at any rate there is one good person in
it-and that is me." I fear that some of that Pharisee's descendants may
possibly be still with us. The fact is there is a great power needed to bring
us to the feet of Jesus Christ, and that is the power of One of whom Jesus
said, "When He is come, He shall convince the world of sin,"-the power of
God's Holy Spirit. As long as we are unconscious of anything to repent of,
so we are never likely to repent at all. So long as we think we are righteous,
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we are not likely to need Him who said, "I came not to call the righteous,
but sinners to repentance " (!lark ii. 17).
We hear, shortly before this sketch goes to press, that Mr. SERJEANT
has accepted a curacy at the Parish Ohurch, Oheltenham. Our remarks
abqve, however, still hold good, and we hope a permanent sphere
of usefulness will soon be otfered to him by some of our Lay Patrons
-for the Bishops now-a-days frown upon the younger Evangelical
(Jlergy. and reserve their favours for the advocates of the Gospel of
,Salvation by Sacraments and Priests!
.
I

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.

SIR,-Friends qf the Mission will "hear with pleasure that the
work is going on well. W Cl are circulating a large quantity of Gospel
reading, and the letters we receive testify to its acceptance. I beg to
senel the following. I hope our dear friends will remember us in
prayer that we may not labour in vain, but that souls may be
.
blessed.
FROM A SOLDIERS' HOME.
Very many thanks Ior the parcel of books which came on Thursday.
Soldiers are always fond of something to read. We are very much
()bliged to you for your kindness.
DEAR

FROM A SAILORS' HOME.
Your letter of the loth to hand. Many thanks for the excellent parcel
'Of books received. I am sure they will be most thoroughly appreciated
by the men. You will be pleased to hear that the Lord still richly blesses
our labours, and that a lady has presented us with a new Sailors' Rest, to
cost £1,800, and that 'land, has been also presented. We shall begin
building operations as soon as the site is vacated. Join with us in praise
to God for His goodness towards us, and pray that the extension of our
work may mean the extension of His kingdom. With best wishes and
prayers for blessing upon your work.
With Ohristian regard~,
Yours sincerely,
St. Mark's Road, Salisbury, Novembej' 8th, 1897.
R. E. BRIDER.
WHEN Alexander had conquered Darius, king of Persia, among the
spoils he founel a rich cabinet of the choicest jewels. After some
thought what use to convert it to, Alexander concluded that, as the
works of HOMER were his greatest delight, he would lay them up in
that rich cabinet. 0 thou Ohrist-conquered soul, is not Ohrist thy
chiefest joy 1 Are not His works thy greatest delight 1 Then put on
Jesus; lay up His glorious work of salvation in the rich cabinet of thy
soul-thy memory. Let thy memory be the ark to contain thy Saviour.
There,' like Mary, lay up, keep, and ponder upon thy dear Lord and
His precious, sayings.-Mason.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE Royal Family has been thrown into deep mourning by the
comparatively sudden death of the DUCHESS of TECK, The DUCHESS
was the youngest daughter of the youngest son of KING GEORGE IIIl.,
and she was exceedingly popular, Without outward parade or show,
she lived a life of much usefulness, and it has been said that a list
of the institutions with which she was more or less intimately
connected, would be a kind of summary of philanthropic activity in
England.
THE fighting in the north-west frontier of India is not yet over,
although some of the tribes there have given ill their submission, and
the main body of our troops has penetrated into the very heart of
the country inhabited by the stl1l resisting and most formidable tribes.
Our troops have displayed the utmost gallantry, forcing their way through
the most difficult passes, and over heights bristling with well-armed and
numerous foes; and we are not likely soon to forget the deeds of
some of them-for example, those of the brave oid "93rd." The
colonel of that regiment, surveying the sheer heights of Dargai,
with the dead and dying of other brave regiments lying before
him, whose splendid charges across a plateau of death bad been
unsuccessful, shouted, "Men of the Gordon Highlanders, the General
says that that height must be taken at all costs; the Gordon Highlanders will take it-." Immediately his words were responded to with
a ringing cheer, and his brave men, rushing forward amidst a storm
of leaden hail, soon captured the height, although ab a heavy cost,
It is mentioned that as one of the Scottish pipers crossed that
deadly spot, he was shot through both legs, and fell to the ground;
but, disabled as he was, he raised himself to a sitting posture, and
amidst. a continued rain of bullets, kept playing on to encourage his
comrades, until the height was won and the battle was over, Many
precious lives have been lost in this prolonged conflict, and many
homes have been made desolate. We may well pray that it maY'
soon be ended, and that all may be over-ruled, by infinite power and
wisdom, for good,
ANOTHER notable event has taken place in Africa, namely, the
formal opening of a railway to Bulawayo, extending to a distance of
nearly fourteen hundred miles from Cape Town. Only a few years.
ago LOBENGULA'S huts stood upon the site of the terminus, and were
captured by the gallant little company of volunteers under Dr.
J AMESON, Matabeleland thus being transferred from a barbarous to a.
civilised regime, Now Bulawayo is a town of 3,000 inhabitants•.
with all the institutions of a civilised community. In the year 1890
some pioneers made their way from the. Mackenzie River to Fort
Salisbury, crossing four hundred miles of swamp, jungle,. and rocky
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hUI. Settlers, farmers, and prospectors :followed them, and . the
incidents enslled which led to the overthrow of LOBENGULA. That
happened exactly four years ago, on the same day as the formal
inauguration of the new railway. The old one, of which it is the
continuation, had stopped fast at Vryburg.
In those days, the
creators of this new world of industry at Mashonaland and Matabeleland
were mainly bent on obtaining communication with the East by
Beira and Delagoa Bay; bllt Bulawayo's transformation from a
Kaffir dust-heap to a city with churches, clubs, newspapers, parks,
and a Ohamber of Oommerce, called importunately for the iron road,
which is the nerve of modern existence, and Mr. RHODES, with his
coarljutors, lost no time in pushing; the line onwards from Vryburg
to Mafeking. That section was accomplished by October 3, 1894,
but then the work was stopped by the well-known Raid and the
Matabele revolt. As soon as possible, however, it was rosumed, and
in 1896, Palapye, KHAMA'S capital, was reached, one hundred and
seventy miles distant from Mafeking, and the remaining three hundred
miles to Bulawayo have all been laid this current year at the rate of
a mile.a day. Thus all along the one thonsand three hundred and
seventy mites from Oape Town to LOBBNGULA'S transformed kraal, the
locomotive now runs on continuous metals, its whistle ringing
through karos and veldt, throllgh drift and thorn· copse, in valleys
and over uplands, where, but a few short years ago, none but the
hunter, explorer, and trader had B"et the print of a white foot. This
is, undoubtedly, a great achievement. It will open up a vast region.
to trade and commerce and civilizing influences in a way in which
it has been unopened before: for example, the cost of transmitting
goods by wagon over the 587 miles from Mafeking to Bulawayo was·
over £100 per ton; by rail, this will be reduced to about £5. Blt it
is probably only a beginning of a far greater achievement, namely, a
railway which will one day unite Oape Town with Odoiro, and traverse
the whole distance from north to south of the "D.uk Oontinent."
THERE is some prospect, at the time at which we write, that thegreat engineering conflict will soon come to an end. It has been a.
deplorable affair, as all such conflicts are. It is stated that it has
already cost, in wages alone, something lika three-quarters of a
million sterling, besides au immense loss to the employers. But.
this only represents a part of the cost; the injury which it has inflicted upon trade is incalculable; ,it. ha~ aroused bad passions, which
will not easily be cooled down again, whichever side comes out.
vietorious; it has undoubtedly driven trade out of the country, which
wilt not readily be brought back again; and it has affected and delayed
national works of immediate and pressing necessity. We :fear that the
men involved in the dispute give little or no thollght to sucb. matters.
They are blinded by party feeling, and the desir:e :for victory at any
price, even at the coet of their own or their country's injury, If
they would only me their reason and common sense, they must
surely be able to understand that the masters know best when the
point of conc,ession has been reached, and when it is absolutely im-
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possible for them either to increase wages or to reduce the hours of
labour any further.

By the deliberate vote of the majority of the citizens of New York,
that city, with its two millions of people, has been given over for
three years into the hands of one of the most corrupt administrations which a civilized community has probably ever known. The
effect must be disastroas. It is not Jong since strong protests were
made against that administration, and those protests appeared to stir
up such deep feelings against it amongst the honest and honourableminded citizens of New York, that it seemed as if it could never
be re-established; but a recent election has shown that the opinions
of the majority of the citizens are all the other way. We fervently
hope that we may never see such a state of things in England. Mr.
CHAJlIBERLAIN put the case forward the other day, in a clear and
forcible manner. He said-" There is an idea rising up in the minds
Qf certain of the working classes of this country, that a man who
becomes a public servant-a workman, that is to say, employed by
a public corpora,tion-is to have a better pay than his fellow-workmen
q.oing precisely the same work under a private individual. I protest
against that doctrine. I say, speaking with all my experience, it
is fatal to good government, fatal to efficiency, fatal to the ultimate
su~cess of the institutions which we now regard with so much pride,
I agree that a corporation-a pu1;>lic body-should behave at least as
well as the most liberal of private employers, but not onr. whit
better, because, if it does behave better, then it is creating a
privileged class of workman, to whom public office in itself is a
distinct advantage, and in that case there will be an inevitable
temptation-a temptation to which all the American municipalities
have fallen a victim-to make this privileged post a reward for
political services. What happens then 1 We have in the first
place the man who gets a - post of that kind in return for political
services. He thinks that he -has done all that ought to be expected
from him, and the last thing he expects to do then is to give fair
value for the money he receives. In the second place, where you
have privileged posts of that kind going at the will of a political
party, there naturally arises a demand for them, and as the number
Qf privileged posts will never equal the demand, the next thing is
to put two men to do the work of one. Now, if you will consider
101' a moment the effect of this, you will find in it, I believe, the
whole secret of the failure of American local institutions, and you
will see that if we are ever so foolish as to abandon the businesslike and the honourable system upon which our public work is now
-conducted, we must fall at least as low as our cousins unfortunately
have done."
THE ROlllan Catholic Church frequently boasts that it is the only
professing Ch'urch which is free from religious discord, and which is at
p.erfect unity .within itself. Eyery now and then, however, circu~stances
become publIcly known whIch show the hollowness of -thIS boast.
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For example, it is well known, from various sources, that the Roman
Catholics in America are just now almost in a state of rebellion
against the authority of their bishops and cardinals, and that signs
of open revolt are beginning to be shown. The Anglo-Saxon race
. does not submit tamely to tyranny of any kind, and religious
tyranny is specially distasteful to it. Severe discipline has recently
been meted out to distinguished priests in New York and elsewhere
for speaking their minds on ecclesiastical matters; but this is only
making matters worse. It has been truly said that "as Rome never
reforms, but only changes her front, it would be well for American
Roman Catholics to recognise that only by breakin/!: away from her
. galling yoke altogether can they ever be spiritually free."

IT is stated that the POPE is much opposed to the "Zionist"
proposals of the Jews, namely, for the purchase of Pa.Iestine, with a
view to Jewish re-settlement there; and he has instructed his representative at Constantinople to do all in his power to frustrate the
proposal. It seems as if the POPE himself has certain schemes for
(lbtaining the Holy Land from the infidel. Christian expectation,
however, looks forward to Israel being once more in possession of it.
The long line of promises gives the land to Israel, but faith in the
God of their fathers is needful if those promises are to be fulfilled
with heavenly blessing. Should the people go back in unbelief, as
many interpreters of prophecy hold, then it will be for further
controversy with God. We know how that controversy will end;
"every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord." An article
in the Conternpm'Q1'y Review, by the first proposer of the "Zionist"
movement, describes the impression produced upon the numerous
.Jewish representatives at the Baele conference, as being a profoundly
deep and remarkable one, chiefly arising from the newly-experienced
realization that, scattered and divided as they are, the Jews are
really a great and mighty nation, one in heart, soul, and purpose,
and only waiting for some favourable opportunity to be manifested
as such before all the world. Who can say whether this may not
be the beginning of the "shaking amongst the dry bones" of the
prophet Ezekiel's vision ~
THE French do not seem to be getting on any better in their occupation and government of Madagascar. According to information which
has reached Paris, matters are wearing a more serious aspect in various
parts of Madagascar than has been officially admitted. Thus it is affirmed
that the company of Captain MAZELLIER, recently engaged on the East
Coast with a force of 8akalaves, was almost completely massacred.
The natives who have risen are said to be in possession of quick-firing
rifles imported with other arms and munitions of war by vessels from
Zanzibar, and the Government is being called upon to supply General
GALLIENI with the means of putting a stop to these contraband operations. As for the General, he is described as being utterly worn out
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with fatigue and by the climate, and as being in a very anremic condition,.
so that it is thought probable that he may have to ask for permission
to ~eturn to France. The situation is the more noteworthy inasmuch
as It was argued all along that once the predominance of the Hovaswas broken, the hitherto subject races would rally with enthusiasm to-'
France.
A NOBLE Christian pastor has just gone to his rest after a long and
useful life, the' Rev. Dr. STOUGHTON. He was one of the oldest
Nonconformist ministers in England, and was for many years a prominent.
member of the Congregationalist body. He had nearly completed his.
ninetieth year. The Times recalls the fact that on more than one
occasion Dr. STOUGHTON was concerned in efforts to promote a better'
feeling between Churchmen and Nonconformists, and this brought him
into personal contact, which, in several instances, developed into close
friendship, with Dean ALFORD, Dean HOOK, Dean STANLEY, Canon
SWAINSON, and Archbishops TAIT, and MAGEE. With Dean STANLEY
he remained, till the Dean's death, in specially intimate relationship.
He was a frequent guest at the Deanery, acted as a pall-bearer at
Lady AUGUSTA'S funeral, and in 1877 was chosen by STANLEY to deliver an
address on Missions in the nave of Westminster Abbey. Dr. SrOUGHTON
was particularly pleased with the fact that, at the instigation of
MATTHEW ARNOLD, he was elected a member of the Athenreum Club
under the rule which allows the Committee to choose each year a
limited number of persons "of distinguished eminence in science,
literature, or art." Considering the claims of his congregation, his
literary activity was considerable.
D.A.D.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE ladies had their usual Winter Sale of Work in the first week of last
month, and the inmates were invited to take tea with the visitors, and
this opportunity of Christian fellowship was mnch enjoyed. In the
evening the Asylum Chapel was filled, and an excellent sermon was
preached by Mr. E. WILlVISHURST, of Croydon, from 2 Samuel vi. 18,19,
"David's offerings, blessings, and gifts." The financial results throughout the day were very cheering, and the committee were encouraged by
the growing interest taken in this work. The present season is being
marked by a sustained effort to increase the regular income of the
Society. The annual expenditure or the institution is now £13,000.
One thousand four hundred and fifty-five pensioners, living in all parts
of the country, are now on the books. The Quarterly Reco1'd is an
interesting illust,rated periodical, and is supplied for gratuitous distribution, upon application to the Secretary. The late Mr. J. T. MOR~ON, a
few weeks prior to his decease, presented every pensioner WIth a
sovereign, making 3, total of £1,437. Gifts of flannel and coals have
also been received by our aged friends.
May the Lord graciously raise up others to take the place of this
Pilgrims' Friend.
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.A Defence of the Book of Daniel against the "Higher Criticism."

By
ROBERT ANDERSON, LL.D., Barrister-at-law. London: Hodder and
Stoughton.
JUDICIAL acumen put to an excellent purpose-. The importance of the
criticisms which have been brought forward in modern times against the
Book of Daniel has been greatly exaggerated, but they are ably answered
in this pamphlet.

The Cabbala of the Bible;

The Science of· Scripture Numbers. By
Limerick: G. McKern and Sons.
WE must leave our readers to form an independent estimate of this
remarkable treatise on a very mysterious subject. The author is a wellknown and justly respected Christian leader in Ireland, and is withal
a deep student of Holy Scripture.
01',

J. H. WELDON.

Ships that Pass the Night.

By BEATRICE HARRADEN. London:
Lawrence and Bullen.
THIS is in some respects a remarkable book, and cleverly written, but
the religious teaching which it inculcate~ is altogether defective and
erroneous. For example, the following is a description of a visit paid to
an invalid:There was an anxious look on his face, such a look as people wear when
-they wish to ask some question of great moment, but dare not begin. At
last he seemed to summon up COUl·age. "Lii(tle Brick," he said, in a weak,
low voice, "I ha,e something on my mind. You won't laugh, I know.
You're not the SOl-t. I know you're clever and thoughtful, and all that; you
could tell me more than all the parsons put together.. I know you're clever;
my wife says so. She says only a very clever woman would wear such boots
and hats." Bernardine smiled. "Well," she Baid kindly. "tell me."
" You must have thought a good deal, I suppose," he continued, "about life
and death, and that sort of thing. I've never thought at all. Does it
matter, Little Brick? It's too late now, I can't begin to think. But speak
to me; tell me what you think. Do you believe we get another chance, and
are glad to behave less like curs and brutes P Or is it all ended in that
!cnely little churchyard 1;1ere? rve never troubled about these things before,
but now I know I am so near that gloomy little churchyard-well, it makes
me wonder. As for the Bible, I never cared to read it. I was never much
of a reader, though I have often got through two or three firework novels
and sporting stories. Does it matter, Little Brick?" " How do I know? "
she said, gently. "How does anyone know? People say they know; but it
is all a great mystery. Everything that we say can be but a guess. People
have gone mad over their guessing, or they have broken their hearts. But
still the mystery remains, and we cannot solve it." "1£ you don't know
anything, Little Brick," he said, " at least tell me what you think: and don't
be too learned; remember ...'m only a brainless fellow." He S1eemed to be
"aiting eagerly for her answer. "1£ I were you," she said, "I should not
worry. Just make up your mind to do better when you get another chance.
Onc can't do more than that. That is what I shall think of; that God will
give each of us another chance, and that each of us will take that and do
better-I and you and everyone. So there is no need to fret over £ailure,
when one hopes one may be allowed to redeem that· failure later on. Besides
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whIch, life is very hard. Why, we ourselves recognize that. If there be a.
God, some Intelligence greater than human intelligence, He will understand
better than ourselves that life is very hard and difficult; and He will be
astonished, not because we are not betie1', but because we are not. WOl·se. At
least, that would be my notion of a God. I should not worry, if I were you.
Just make up your mind to do better if you get the chance, and be content
with that." "If that is what you think, Little Brick," he answered, "it is
quite enough for me. And it does not matter about prayers, and the Bible,
and all that sort of thiiIg P" " I don't think it matters," she said. "I never
have thought such things mattered."

And so the invalid is represented as being comforted, and dying
happily!
PRAISE.
I

praise Thee now, Lord,
I cannot praise Thee now,
For my heart is sorely riven,
And a cloud is on my brow;
But praise is waiting for Thee
In the glorious future time,
Amid the bright revealings
When Zion's hill we climb.

And I will praise Thee there, Lord,
When Zion's heights I gain!
But might I not be tuning
A prelude to the strain P
While praise is waitmg for Thee,
Thou'lt lend a listening ear
To its low and faint rehearsal
In faltering accents here.

I cannot praise Thee here, Lord,
I cannot praise Thee here;
For my pathway lies through shadows,
And my heart is lone and ill'ear.
But praise is waiting for Thee
When the pilgrimage is past;
And at our home in glory
We gather in at last.

Then let me praise Thee now, Lord,
In the dark and cloudy day,
Though sad and sore disquieted
By reason of the way.
For the praise that's waiting for
Thee,
Good cause shall yet appear,
And I'll wake the golden harp-strings
Beneath the falling tear.
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