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,- \Vho comforteth us in all Our tribulatioD. that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
.
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of GOd. u - 2 COR. i. 40

OUR FATHER'S PROVIDENCE.

"This also cometh forth from the Lord of hosts, which is wonderful in
counsel and excellent in wor7cing."-IsAIAH xxviii. 29.

j
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IT is· a remarkable fact that the familar word "providence" occurs
but once only in the English version of the New Testament
(Acts xxiv. 2). In the Greek it (7l"p6vota) is found twice, namely,
in the text just referred to, and in Rom. xiii. 14, where it is rendered
"p1·ovision." In neither case is it applied to GOD, but in·'each to
man~in the first to Felix, "Very noble deeds are done l'tilto this
nation by thy providence;" and in the other to the Roman Christians,
"Put ye on the LORD JESUS OHRIS1', and make not provision for the
flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof." While the word." providence,"
however, is not found in the New Testament as applied to Him who
is "wonderful in counsel and excellent in working," yet on· every
sacred page is indelibly stamped evidence of that which the word
signifies-1;)ivine foresight, JEHOVAH'S pre-vision. "Known unto GOD
are all His works from the beginning of the world " (Acts xv. 18)verily" all His works," alike in creation, providence, and grace. The
entire Bible bears witness to this blessed truth. Events and circumstances, so far from regulating and determining Divine acts, are
made. to "work together" for the furtherance of "the determinate
counsel and foreknowledge of God" (Acts ii. 23; iv. 28; Ephes. i. 11).
It was on the foundation of this fact that the LORD JESUS based
His teaching in the first sermon that He preached (Matt. vi.) His
ministry from first to last, indeed, insisted on the twofold truth that
His FATHER was in counsel wonderful, and in working excellent. He had
come to do, not His own will, but the will of Him who had sent
Him, and to finish His work. He had come to be unto His Church
that' Better Portion which the FATHER had "provided," or, as the
margin explains, had foreseen (Heb. xi. 40). JEHOVAH-JIREH from the
beginning has been the significant title by which the GOD of
ABRAHAM has revealed Himself to faith. In every age His righteous
claim to that title has been fully· vindicated, for He has "kept
covenant and mercy" toward those who have feared Him, whether of
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tne Jews or the ,Gentiles. And so it \ is to-day, beloy~d' \?rethren.
"The LORD of hosts" is tJ;1~ ,fOUll.ta,llg, ~p.ti.ng of our salvation, and
of the things that a,cQompiJ:ny salvation.
'1'he mystic" llj,dder," seen by the ot),tcastpatrial~ch JACOB, still
reaches from heaven to ,earth-from the FATHER'S house on high to
His wayfaring children ,in their desert pathway." There is a constant
holy traffic going on between the invisible throne of the KING of
'kings and the humblest, neediest,and most dependent of. His gracecalled subjects. No situation, or condition, is possible in the history
of a redeemed sinner which may be Scripturally conceived of as lying
outside the pre-vision, or providence, of the GOD of salvation. " The
voice that rolls the stars along spake all the promi13 es." And what are
the promises of a Covenant GOD but predictions and pledges' of Divine
perfdl'mances? Immutability is one of the most brilliant of all the
gems that sparkle in the diadem of Deity! He who is "wonderful" in
counsel, or predetermination, cannot, under the most extreme circumstances, deny Himself the glory of being "excellent" in working out
c tlro~e, pOIlllsels. '£his: a,ltogether wor~hy result "cometh forth" from
the Tril~lle ;fEHOVAH-to whom all "the hosts" of instruments, means,
occasi(;ms, and seasons belong, and are subj(;)ct.
The bo~d, wl;IilJh
' h~ars the signature of the eternal and unchangeable GOD can never' be
, cancelled-can only cease to bind when exha,ustively discharged a~d
• divinely hOnoured. And, siIiqe the bond cODcern~ an everlal3ting
COY,en,ant-one which secu,res ,salvatio,n to t,h,e u,t,terrhost, of,QF .a,',11" '~h, 0
• graciously come unto GOD through CI!RIST JESUS, the ~fediato.r:-it is
undeniable that a beli,eving sinner poS.sesses groundS.. for a1;lsolute
'assurance. His is a hope thatcan~eve,r, 11:ever,"be confoundeq. Tpe
• hope of a SPIRIT-led sinner ,centres inseparably in the precious tr~~h,
," The LORD reigneth!" Childlike faith is satisfied that the L9RD is
Gall! It adores, with trembling THOMAS, in the presence of Him
whose hands, and feet, and' side all pre;:tch ato¥ement offere,d, and
• accepted, peace made righteously sure, and the sunshine of feIlo»;ship
with the MOST HIGH ,inalienably possessed..
,
'
The providence ofa FATHE.lt" who "knew" that His '1hildren
would have "need of these, things," furnishes the outflow of
plentiful redemption, while wonderful couns(;)l-in oneness of pur:pol3e with the eo-equal. SON ,and HQLY.SPIRiT-:suppliel3 the spring
'of that ben.eficent prOVidence. ,Su<:h IS th,e revea~ed order. And
;e*~h "the temporal COncerns of the grace-reconciled people of QOD
, .are' j\.lcluded in the counsels and work of "the LORD of hosts."
: Fl'orh the, most momentous events in the hllman lot of the believer
, in' CHRIST, down to the minutest incidents of his daily experience,
"all things come within the purview of the FATH,ER'S love,' wisdom,
and power. "Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing ,7 alfd ~ne of
them shall not fall ,OD the ground" without your Father. But the
very hairs of your head are all num"bered. Fear ye. no~ther~fore;
'ye are of more vaIu,e t~an many 'i'lp'al:'rows" (;Matt. x.! 2~-3n ',Oh,
, brethren in tribulati6n, and conflict, do not le.t us forget. t~~t. »:lien
'SHADRACH, MESl;'I.A.CH, arid ABED-~'\EGO were prov;identially delivered
by our all-loving heavenly FA'l'HER from NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S furnace,
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it is declared in the Word," Nor was an hair of their head singed"
(Daniel iii. 27). Surely this illustrative case is sufficient to pacify our
most foolish, fears, and sinful, doubting forebodings! By faith these
Hebrew believers" quenched the violence of fire" (Heb. xi. 34), and
no ordeal of fire, which, aocording to our FATltER'S wonderful counsel,
can befall us, will fail to be quenched by the same simple, gracious
means. For, the trial of our faith, so as by fire, is a most precious
thing in the estimation of Him who sits as a Refiner of the sons of
LEVI, and by the tender love He bears them He will see to it that
their faith perish not. On the contrary, it shall be "found unto
praise and honour and glory at the' appearing of JESUS CHRIST"
(1 Peter i. 7). Yes," found "-not lost, not diminished, not put to
confusion, but "found" by its Divine Author in the hearts where
He begat and implanted it, "found" to His eternal glory. Temporal
circumstances are, unquestionably, used extensively by the LORD
according to His wonderful counsels to train and edify the objects
of His fatherly love. "The hiding of His power" is, as the Prophet
HABAKKUK teaches us, in "His hand" (Hab. iii. 4). His performing
provide~ces display the greatness of His might, put forth in response
to the sighs and cries of His neoessitous family. How encouragingly
does the Psalmist tell us the sweet experienoe of his dependent' soul,
"I will cry unto GOD Mos'l' HIGH; unto GOD that perfol'meth all
things for me" (Psalm lvii. 2); and with what consolation does
afflicted JOB trace the ways of his GOD, "For He pMformeth the
thing that is appointed for me: and many such things are with Him"
(Job xxiii. 14). How inexpressibly pacifying to our agitated spirits it is,
at times, to passively repose on this sacred verity, "He hath done
all things well" (Mark vii. 37). He is the GOD of order, and all
His sure promises pass into performances in their season. There is
no undue haste with our GOD and FATHER. As His dear prisoner
SAMUEL RUTHERFORD long sinoe remarked, "The chariot of GOD'S
providence runneth not upon broken wheels." Though it be true, alas,
that we cannot at all times behold the perfect action of the wheels
of His providence, and that we too often judge of His ways by "the
dust of His feet "-which obscures our vision-yet, when He presently intM]Yl'ets His dealings towards us, we come to acknowledge,
with joy and thankfulness that He is "righteous in all His ways
and holy in all His works" (Psalm oxlv. 17).
That was a remarkable vision which was granted to Ezekiel, a
prophet of the captivity-the vision of the wheels (Ezekiel i.). And
the second, like unto it in many particulars, recorded in the tenth
chapter. The goings of JEHOVAH in His providence are therein
mystically set forth, and on studying the inspired imagery employed
in those visions we learn much that explains the wonderful counsel and
excellent working of our Covenant GOD and FA'DHER.
We note, with deep interest, that above the winged Cherubim was
seen "a throne" (Ezek. i. 26), and that "upon the likeness of the
throne was the likeness as the appearance of A MAN above upon it."
And, after describing the excellent brightness in which the enthroned
MAN dwelt, the Prophet adds, "This was the appeaxance of the
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likeness of the glory of JEHOVAH" (verse 28). The One Mediator
between GOD and men,-THE MAN CHRIST JESUS sits supreme above
the ever-changing circumstances of the pilgrim Church. All power
is given unto Him in heaven and in earth-none can stay His hand,
or say unto Him, "What doest Thou?" The entire organization and
operation of the system of universal providence is subject to His
infinite wisdom, will, and power. The mystical creatures figured in
the Vision as having faces, bodies, wings, eyes, hands, feet, and whose
motions were actuated by the indwelling SPIRIT, prel:!ent to us for
contemplation the perfect goings of the Mos'r HIGH in the kingdom
of His providence, and in the interests of His own Israel. The
appearance of the four conjoined "living creatures" seen by Ezekiel
was very glorious. They were ushered into his presence suddenly
. and impressively. "And I looked, and, behold, a whirlwind came out
of the north, a great cloud, and a fire infolding itself, and a brightness
was about it, and out of the midst thereof as the colour of amber,
out of the midst of the fire."
Then he beheld the four emblematic
Creatures, and says of them, "As for the likeness of the living
creatures, their appearance was like burning coals of fire, and like the
appearance of lamps: it went up and down among the living
Creatures; and the fire was bright, and out of the fire went forth
lightning. And the living creatures ran and returned as the appearance
of a flash of lightning. Now as I beheld the living creatures, behold
one wheel upon the earth by the living creatures, with hiR four
faces." The motion of the LORD'S chariot-His active Providence-is
full of marvels. His sovereign will dominates every incident, and
causes all things to " work together" for His· own honour and praiRe,
and for the present and eternal good of His elect Church. How
instructive and consoling it is to watch the unfoldings of His counsel!
" The appearance of the wheels and their work was like unto the colour
of beryl; and they four hl1d one likeness: and their appearance and
their work was as it were a wheel in the middle of a wheel." What a
realistic representation is all this of the intricate yet orderly methods
of the Divine ways with the Church in the wilderness! "A wheel in
the middle of a wheel "-is an expression exactly describing the oftrecurring dispensations of our GOD in the course of our pilgrimage.
His ways are past finding out, yet faith is fully satisfied that "the
LORD is righteous in all His ways, and holy in all His works." Dear
brethren, though we cannot always trace the interaction of the
numerous and complicated wheels-great and small-some moving in
this direction and some in that-yet we have granted to us grace
enough to stay our child-like minds on the REIGNING ONE, who
performeth all things "for us!" The secret of our confidence, even
in the most distressful hour, is that love sits upon the throne, while,
to the eye of Omniscience, all events past, present, and to come, are
"naked and opened" (Heb. iv. 13). What depths of teaching are
contained in that utterance of the Prophet's, "And when the
living creatures went, the wheels went by them;, and when the living
creatures were lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up.
Whithersoever the Spi1'it was to go, they went, thither was their spirit
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to go; and the wheels were lifted up over against them: for the
spirit of the living creature was in the wheels." Whether the
experience of the people of GOD concern earthly or else heavenly
things, the SPIRIT of LIFE in CHRIST JESUS blessedly brings the heart
into happy accord with the FATHER'S will. The slaying providence of
the Gol,? of JOB did not shake the faith and hope of that Patriarch,
" Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him." The tried servant of
GOD may indeed be "cast down," but he can never be "destroyed;"
"chastised," but "not killed" (2 Cor. vi. 9). Like the wheels in
their manifold revolutions, sometimes the same spoke may be "lifted
up" on high, and then be brought down again to "the earth "-the
providential circumstances of the believer in CHRIST rise and fall
alternately. " They mount up to heaven, they go down again to the
depths" (Psalm cvii. 26), yet, no element of "chance" or of "fate"
mingles with his lot. All things that affect him come to pass in
perfect harmony with a Covenant ordered in a past eternity. The
wheels of GOD'S providence move with perfect regularity. Every detail
in the Divine economy of providential government is a willing servant
of Him without whom not a sparrow can fall to the ground.
Oh that grace were ours at all times, beloved in CHRIST, to realize
that the most apparently adverse turns in the wheels which bear us
through things temporal are yet-in GOD'S in'lcrutable way-further"
ing our progress, and hastening us to the blessed consummation
appointed for us. For there is an " end" in the Covenant portion of
every wayfaring child of GOD, even as it is written concerning afflicted
Job, "Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end
oj the Lord" (James v. 11).
However chequered our earthly· history may be, there is a
Divine design running through all its ramifications, as the morning
light of the day of resurrection will certainly make plain.
" The
living creatures" and "the wheels/' seen by Ezekiel in the time of
Israel's captivity, moved together, and rested together. In truth, the
saints and all that pertains to them are in J EHOVAH'S hands to go, or
to tarry, as seemeth Him good. "The way of man is not in himself; it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps" (Jer. x. 23).
Let us, then, commit each day's outgoings to Him who knows the end
from the beginning, and who has pledged Himself in repeated
promises that He will not fail the" worm Jacob," but will lead him
forth by "the right way," that he may go to "a city of habitation."
The fact that we are compassed about with so great a cloud of
believing witnesses as the Holy Scriptures record may well suffice
us to follow our unerring, gracious GUIDE, who is also our "FORERUNNER, even JESUS." He Himself, as SON of MAN, is intimately
acquainted with the ,life of strangership in the earth. At His birth
there was no room for Him in the inn. From Bethlehem to the
sepulchre He had no certain dwelling-place, and when He was laid
in the tomb it was that of one of His disciples. "He knoweth the
''lay that I take," said JOB; and in the afflicted Patriarch's further words
shall we not confidently add, each for himself, "When He hath tried
me I shall come forth as gold" ~
THE EDITOR.
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QUENCHLESS LOVE.

Many waters cannot quench love, neithfJr can the floods drown it."SONG OF SOLOMON viii. 7.
THE population of a guilty world, with the exception of eight
persons, was once judicially drowned. Pharaoh and his host also
perished in the depths of the Red Sea. The judgment waters of an
insulted and angered God swept away His enemies. But His love
toward His chosen people, as represented in Noah and his house,
and also in Israel as redeemed from Egypt, is a quenchless thing!
If Satan, sin, and unbelief could reverse God's love and convert it
into hatred, then no flesh would be saved. The many waters of
Satanic iJ,nd human opposition, however, are impotent to affect the
loving Covenant relation in which it has pleased the Triune. J.ehovah
to place Himself with the objects of His sovereign choice. "I am the
Lord; I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consnmed."
Such is His own gracious explanation of the moral mystery of the
preservation of the Church. The love God bears to His elect is like
unto a "most vehement flame" (Sol. Song viii. 6), "the flame of
Jehovah" as the original Hebrew affirms, that is, the most intense and
inextinguishable flame. God loves His people in Christ with all His
nature, for" God is love." In the words of the Lord Jesus Himself,
" Thou hast loved them as Thou' hast loved Me" (John ;xvii. 23). As
the love of the Father for His Son is eternal and unchangeable, so
is His love for those who are united to His Son. The Father's .love
to His elect ones resembles, in many and high respects, the ineffable
love with which He regards the Only Begotten One, though, of course,
in other respects disparity is traceable. For instance, the Father's
love for the Son is not a voluntary but a necessary love, whereas the
Divine love for sinful, rebellious men is a free and sovereign love.
And again, the love .of the Father for His co-equal Son is for Christ's
own sake, whereas in us, dear brethren, there is (as we know and
confess) nothing worthy of His love or regard. Yet there is more
likeness between the love the Father bears His eternal Son and that
wherewith He loves His poor sinful people than between the latter
and any other love-certainly than human love.
'1:'he glorious
pattern God has given us of His love is that unfathomable affection
which He entertains for Him whom He "set up" as Mediator from
everlasting. It is this marvellous fact that gives stability and solidity
to our Father's love for us. Greatly as the Father loved His deal'
Son, however, He "gave Him up for us all." The blood of the cross
more vocally than anything else proclaims the nature of the .love of
tIre heart of God for His unworthy children, Nor is the love of
the' Lord Jesus any other love than that of the Father: " Chri~t
loved the Church, arid gave Himself for it" (Ephes. v. 25). In the
words of the sainted SAMUEL RU'l'HERFORD," Christ bought by His
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blood of the eternal Covenant all .the jewels of the Covenant, all
things that belong to life and godliness, and' all spiritual blessings
(2 Peter i. 3; Ephes. i. 3), a new heart and a new spirit' (Eiek~
xxxvi. 26). He bought all that God giveth to us. Thus Hepurchased faith (Phil. i. 29; John vi. 29), and if He was. made a Prince
to give repentance and remission, then to give faith, for it is a grace
above nature, and out of this fountain we have grace for grace, though
not given to all men." And then this deeply-taught disciple of
Christ's exceeding love proceeds: "Election to glory is particular, 'few
are chosen' (Matt. xxii. 14). The promise is particular to the sons
of the promise (Rom. ix. 8, 9), made to Christ and .His seed only
(Gal. iii. 16-18; iv. 22, 23); the calling also particular (Isaiah Iv. 1, 2 ;
Matt xi. 27, 28). The Covenant also is particular, and takes in
only 'the house of Israel '-the elect, and such. as cannot fall away
(Jer. xxxi. 34, 35; xxxii. 39, 40; Isaiah liv. 10; lix. 19, 20). The
intention of God is particular to a foreknown people only." Thus
we see that the love of God stands pledged to certain results, ,He
has chosen for Himself, out of the mass of a world of rebels, a special
people,. according to the dictates of His prevenient love. He beheld
them in their sins, yet He loved them freelv, as the Apostle by
inspiration declares: "But God, who is rich in" mercy, for His great
love wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead i.n sins,hath
quickened us together with Christ" (Eph. ii. 4). Jehovah's loye
to\vai'd the Church is an unconditional love. He loved because He
would love. And His love is unfettered' in its' blessed activitieS.
As one has truly said, "As it was the sovereign good pleasure, of
God, that chose the Church in Christ before the foundation. of the
world; so it is the active power of His mercy that calis us forth
from death to life by the Gospel of His grace." Oh, brethren, let
us note here, with adoring gratitude, that God, who is :dch in mercy,
has dealt with us savingly not only on grounds of mercy (which had
been sufficient for our escape from the l1eserved wrath to' come) but
according to the dictates of HIS LOVE! See .how much more than
mere pity for our condition lies at t\le root of our salvation ':-'£0).' our
persons are loved, and we are accordingly numbered with' the. sons
and daughters of the Lord, Almighty!. It was to sati~fy, Jehovah's
great love that He framed and executed a great sal vatioll j ~atthe
cost of the blood of His co-equal and co-eternal Son!', This last-.
named aspect of the,vondrous love of God is' too little .studied apd
understOod by us.. Love is' essentially unselfish. 'God is loye. Yet,
to us, it seems inexplicable that in providing a Bride" meetfOl'"
tlle'Last Adam, the Father should have resolved upon a chQice
'yhich c'ould bring no accession of satisfaction to the Son of Man.·
Alid . is it not written, what can it mean 1-::." He shall see of the
travaihif his soul, and shall be satisfied" (Isaiah liii. 11). "He that
hath the Bride is the Bridegroom" (John' iii. 29), and were the .Bride
unbotight, ut/prepared, where were found the joy and satiSf~cti6n
of t~e Bridegroom 1 It is the golden, inseverable. link. of Zove' which
uilite's' qui2kened' shiners to the risen Lord Jesus Christ, and renders
it impossible that- a bone of 'His mystical Body; the Church; should
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be broken. The eternal, distinguishing love of the Redeemer for the
redeemed finds a present measure of response in the hearts of forgiven sinners, and in the glorified state they scripturally expect
to be perfected in love. Any true love in the saints is really. the
" first" love of God, shed abroad in them, and that love must needs
be.-.:as to its quality-perfect. Presently it will be perfect in its
manifestation. This is the love which is unquenchable, whether it
be found in the heart of God, its fountain, or in the heart of the
Church, its object. This incontrovertible truth answers the anxious
question of those of the Lord's humbler disciples who dwell-sometimes, perhaps, too unhealthily-on the pove?·ty of their love for their
precious Redeemer:-

>

"'Tis a point I long to know,
Oft it causes anxious thought,
Do I love the Lord or no?
Am I His, or am I not?"
The contemplation of the love of God, as exhibited in Christprayerfully, Scripturally, and habitually pursued-divinely lures the
penitent sinner's heart into irresistible love towards the crucified One.
It is not, indeed, by introspective study of our love for the adorable
Son of God that we make progress in love to Him, but by a diligent
consideration of Hi.~ infinite, self-denying, sacrificing, ransoming love
for our guilty, wretched persons, that we become" rooted and grounded
in love" (Ephes. iii. 17). The active principle of any real love in us
for the Lord Jesus is absolutely due to the fact that" He first loved
us." Many a doubt and fear in the hearts of penitent sinners, and
tremblers at God's Word, would be sweetly healed were this point of
Divine truth realized.
The unquenchable love of God, once implanted in the sinner's
nmewed heart, like a living spark-however small-in contact with
some highly combustible material, must spread and grow, and become
a mighty, prevailing force. "Behold how great a matter a little fire
kindleth ! " This illustration is applicable, of course, either for good
or for evil. For good, it applies to the shed-abroad love of God in the
hearts of all who graciously believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. The
distinguishing characteristic between the people of the world and
the people of God is, as Christ told certain of His unbelieving hearersthat the former lack the love of God·; "I know you, that ye have not
the love of God in you" (John iii. 42). The love of GQd, whether we
view it in its origin or in its objects, whether in God Himself, or as shed
abroad in the hearts of His quickened people, is an unquenchable love.
The floods of fluctuating feelings, and the ever-changing frames of
soul to which all believers are, alas, subject, in nowise affect the
fidelity and eternity of the Divine love which the Holy Spirit generates
and cultivates within them. The quality of Jehovah's love is not
influenced by its implantation in the renewed hearts of grace-saved
sinners. Just as a sunbeam falls unaffected in its purity on an earthly.
dunghill, so can, and does, the holy love of God permeate the spiritual
being of sinful men without the slightest depreciation in its intrinsic
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perfection. '1'he love of God in Simon Peter, after his grievous fall,
bitterly repented of, was found to. be as intense as ever-probably,
purified in the fiery furnace' of Satanic temptation-for Jesus set His
regal stamp on that love by bidding His humbled follower, "Feed
My sheep >1_" Feed My lambs." No; not all the floods of great
waters, whether they emanate from hell, or the world, or sinful flesh,
can drown the Church's inwrought love for her Divine Husband and
Head lOne love unites the Bridegroom and the Bride. This indeed
is a great mystery.
" Lord Jesus, are we one with Thee P " Ascended now, in glory bright,
o height! 0 depth of love!
Still one with us 'fhou art;
With Thee we died upon the tree,
Nor life, nor death, nor depth, nor
In Thee we live above.
height,
Thy saints and Thee can part.
" Such was Thy grace, that for our
sake,
"Ohl teaoh uB,Lord, to know and
Thou didst from heaven oome
own
down;
This wondrous mystery,
Thou didst of flesh and blood parThat Thou with us art truly one,
. take,
And we are one with Thee!
In all our sorrows one.
" Soon, soon shall oome that
" Our l!Iins, our guilt, in love Divine,
glorious day,
Confessed and borne by Thee;
When, seated on Thy throne,
The gall, the ourse, the wrath were
Thou shalt to wondering worlds
Thine.
display
To set Thy members free.
That Thou with us art one!"
Oh, let us, dear brethren, dwell increasingly on "this wondrous
mystery," and seek grace to endure all things in the power of that.
love of God in Christ which has been once for all certified by the blood
of the .cross, and made manifest to heaven and earth by the resurrection
of our Covenant Surety from the grave.
.
A closing year brings with it urgent considerations in this direction.
May we lay them to heart. 'The eternal, unquenchable love of the
Triune Jehovah will be our theme of adoring worship in the New
Jerusalem temple 011 high, oh, that it may occupy, absorb" and
energize our new man on earth during the" little while" that remains
of our pilgrimage and service.
alifton.
J .. O.
"WHAT manner of love!" This surely is not after the manner
of men; for sinners love those that love them; but to love enemies
is God's love to His' elect.-Berridge.
THE impenitency of men,' in any condition, and particularly under
distress, is from the want of clear apprehensions and deep persuasions
of God, of His just anger provoked by their sin, and of His sweetness
and readiness to forgive and embrace a returning sinner; of· His
sovereign power, able. to rid them out of the greatest trouble, His
ear quick enough to hear the cries, yea, the least whispering of an·
humbled heart in the lowest deep of his sorrow, and His arm long
enough to reach them, and strong enough to draw them forth.Archbishop Leighton.
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JHgrim Japers.
WELL·SPRINGS.
"And he [Hiram] set up the pillars £n the pm'ch of the temple:
and he set up the right pillar, and called the name thm'eo! Jachin: and he
set up the left pillar, and called the name thereof Boaz.",-l KINGS vii. 21.
THAT this Hiram, who was fetched out of Tyre to complete all the brass
work for king Solomon, was one evidently called ana endowed with
heavenly wisdom for this work of God, I think we may gather from
Scripture. He seems to have been' called out just as was Bezaleel for
the' work of the' tabernacle. "And the Lotd spake unto' Moses;
sayingj See, I have called by name Bezaleel, the son of Uri, the son of
Hur, of the tribe of J udah; and I have filled him with the Spirit of God,
in wisdom, and in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner
of workmanship, to devise cunning works, to work in gold, and in
silver, and in brass."
Of Hiram we read (2 Ohron. ii. 11), "Then HUfam of Tyre answered
in writing, which he sent to Solomon, Because the Lord hath loved His
people, he hath made thee king over them. Huram said JIioreover,
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, that made heaven and earth, who
hath given to David the king a wise son, endued with prudence and
understanding, that might build an house for the Lord, and an
house for his kingdom. And now I have sent a cunning man, endued
with understanding, of Huram my father's, the son of a woman of
the daughters of Dan, and his father was a man of Tyre, skilful to
work in gold, and in silver, in brass, in iron, in stone, and in timber,
in purple, in blue, and in fine linen, and in crimson; also' to, grave
any manner of graving, and to find out every devi.ce which shall be
put to him, with thy cunning men, and with the cunning men of my
lord David thy father."
God's own Word declares His own way and work perfect.' "He is
the Rock, and His 'work is perfect." "As for God, His way is
perfect;" and it has been well said, that when He calls a man. to His
work, He qualifies him for that work. Hiram was thus qualified for
this marvellous work of building the two pillars for the temple, which
wete such ornaments of beauty and skilful workmanship. " He ' cast
two pillars of brass, of eighteen cubits high apiece, and, a line of
twelve cubits did compass either of them about. And he' m~de two
chapitets of molten brass, to' set upon the tops of the pillarsj' the
height of the one chapiter' wa:$ five cubitS', and ,the height of the other
chapiter was five cubits. And nets of ohecket' work; and wreaths of
chainwotk, for' the chapiters' which, was upon the top of the' pillars;
seven for the one chapiter, and, seven for the other chapiter. And he
made· the' pillars, and twd rows round about upon the one netwoi>k;
to covel' the" cl:iapiters that were' upon the tOPi with pomegranates';'
and'so did, he' for' the other- chapiter. And the chapite'rs tB.ab:We'te"
upon the top of the pilllj.rs were of lily work in the porch,;' four' ctibits~
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and the chapiters upon the two pillars had pomegranates also above,
over against the middle, which was by the network, and the
pomegranates were two hundred in rows round about upon the other
chapiter. And he set up the pillars in the porch of the temple; and
he set up the right pillar, and called the name thereof Jachin; and
he set up the left pillar, and called the name thereof Boaz. And upon
the top of the pillars was lily work, so was the work of the pillars
finished." Surely an important part of the building were these two
pillars! How gracious, and how condescending of the Holy Ghost to
grant us so full a description of them! They were to support the
building. They might have been intended, as many other pillars were,
as memorials of God's loving-kindness. They were ornaments of beauty
and admiration. Their durability is also shown in the metal of which
they were constructed-brass; they were of equal height and
dimensions also. Their position, too, was noted. They were upright,
and at the entrance to the temple, whilst the signification of the
names, which Solomon gave to them-Jachin: "He shall establish;"
Bow:: "In it is strength,"-is important to notice. Now, beloved, do
we not see Jesus here 1 Is it not "Jesus, Jesus everywhere, reveals
Himself to me," throughout the Scriptures of His truth 1 Is not
that the desire of the believer as he enters the courts of the Lord's
house 1 Is not Jesus the sum and centre of our thoughts and
aspirations, of our worship 1 If He is not this to our souls, how we
loathe ourselves, bemoaning our coldness, luke-warmness, backsliding,
and the sin which has driven Him from our breast, and robbed us of
our heart's communion. There is more here also, and that is the vital
oneness of the Church with her Living Head. That He who has
established, fixed in His strength, gives the entrance, and the Church
thus immovably founded and built upon the Rock can never be moved.
"I am the door: by Me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and
shall go in and out, and find pasture."
Fixed, established. Thus the believer delights to trace the immutable
counsel, purpose, and foreknowledge of Jehovah. Fixed in purposes of
redeeming love, dated from all eternity, the royal mandate goes forth
at the appointed moment, and grace, almighty and irresistible, arrests
this and that man. Fixed (since "forever, 0 Lord, is Thy Word
settled in heaven") is my name in the Lamb's book of life, and fixed
the eternal purpose which is set upon bringing me home, safe wit~in
the portals of that temple all glorious, not made with hands, eternatin
the heavens. We turn from Jachin to Boaz, and see the' one
inseparable from the other, as each is necessary to the other iri the
structure of the doorway-the two pillars support the arch of the
door. They formed the entrance to the bUIlding, for the porch was
the outer entrance to all oriental buildings. Now to the feeble-faith
and weak-hearted, a word here is suggestive, for some such ma;f be
ready to suggest that these pillars were but' the entrance to the porch,
and how can I know that I am one of that happy number. e'ntered
within the house of my God1 David replies, "I would rather. b'e a'
doorkeeper in the. house of . my God .than dwell in the terits. of
wickeaness.'
Yes, the porch was a part of' the building itself.! It
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was the entrance to, and connected with the entire temple. The
I!0rch in the Lord's spiritual temple will always contain some poor
trembling, ready-to-halt sinners, some who feel in themselves to be too
unworthy to cross the threshold. Dear Little-faith, let thine eyes
look either way, it is but to prove, on the right hand and on the
left, thy Father's Covenant love, unchangeable faithfulness,
unalterable oath. He will establish the thing gone from His lips.
He cannot deny Himself to one of His own little ones. " To whom
coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen
of God and precious." And in it the immutable counsel, foreknowledge, and electing love of God in Christ Jesus is the Strength of
Israel, that will not lie, nor repent, nor alter the thing that is gone
from His lips.
'Then take courage. He has gone before. "The prince shall enter
by the way of the porch of that gate," and there remains for His
followers to enter in also. "For we which have believed do enter
into rest," to find in our Father's house a veritable and inexhaustible
storehouse of grace, manifold mercies, gracious longsuffering; yea,
all to meet our exigencies. And parenthetically we would notice
here the case of Peter, who, after his first denial of his Lord and
Master, "went out into the porch." Ab, poor Peter! He who had
been within the King's palace, felt in himself, doubtless, that remorse
that having denied his Lord gave him no right to the children's
privileges. Sin always takes us from our God; but, blessed be His
name, not our God from us! Peter was a son still, and we learn for
our comfort in this thought here, beloved, that the spiritual Ephraim,
in spite of all his backsliding, is a dearly loved son still, and is earnestly
remembered of his God, inasmuch as He has cast all his sins behind
His back, and remembered his iniquities no more.
The privileges, the joy, the communion, the honey, the goodness, are
all within the heart and home of our King. Then why, beloved, you
who are His, yet fearing to presume, why do you not enter in and
claim your rights as the King's "freemen ~ " " Begin to possess, that
thou mayest inherit the land," was Moses' rehearsal of Jehovah's
charge to Israel. " It is your Father's good pleasure to give you the
kingdom," and to have you joyful in your King now. "Beloved, if our
heart condemn us," remember, "God is greater than our heart." He
requires no fitness but your need. He looks for no requirement,
but just your own utter nothingness and unworthiness, which drives
you to this determination, "So will I go in unto the King, and if I
perish, I perish," there at the footstool of His Divine mercy. But
you will not perish there. He nevel: yet refused a longing soul, nor
said to the seeking seed of Jacob, "Seek-ye My face in vain." May
Jesus put forth His great power, and ru.le and reign in the heart of
some poor weak and faltering one at this time, and give that one to
see that the porch, which nothing on the earth nor under the
earth can persuade you to leave, as clinging to the portals of His
house, that you are already in a part of the building; and may grace
be given you to enter upon your heritage even now, for our God wants
no laggardS nor blind unbeliefs in His family. As I write, I recall
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those exoellent words of the God-glorifying "G. C.": "If princes,
beloved, why live as paupers 1" "Now the very fact of a child of
God being adopted brings in a train of divine privileges,-Covenant
relationship, paternal love, birthright presents, holy fellowship, happy
liberty, intimacy with God, access to the throne, court company,
nearness to Jesus, yea, innumerable blessings since' all things are
yours.' . . . . Only look at what the Christian's heirship entitles
him to, and, bless God, there iel no incorrect drawing up of the titledeeds." 'l'hese words run parallel in their teaching with those of
Pastor FULLER GOOCH, at the Clifton ConJerence, in 1897, "0 saints of
God, as heirs of this inheritance, there is a fulness, a present fulness,
which we enjoy even now in the Holy Spirit, such a fulness as becomes
heirs of such an inheritance. . . • . Heirs of God may well trust the
God of their inheritance at all times, and under all circumstances; not
only under the sun, but under the cloud that covers the sun. An
heir does not live on a mere pittance till he comes of age, but the
wealthier the estate the richer the provision' meanwhile. Thus the
provision made for every heir of glory is worthy of the inheritance to
follow."
" So iVas the work of the pillars finished," even as also the work of the
house of the Lord was finished. And so the work of grace begun shall
be completed in your experience, beloved, for there is no half-work,
and much less no failure, with Him!
_" The work which His goodness
began,
The arm of His strength will
complete;
His promise is Yea and Amen,
And never was forfeited yet.

" Things future, nor things that
are now,
Nor all things below nor above,
Can make Him His promise forego,
Nor sever my soul from His
love.

"Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As sure as the earnest is given;
More happy, hnt not more seoure,
The glorified spirits in heaven."
Thus in Boaz and Jachin we see omnipotent strength to uphold, and
support, and carry through what He has undertaken to establish, and
promised to perform to His glory. The unalterable decree of J ehovah
can never be removed, nor one promise forfeited. The Strength of
Israel will not lie nor repent, and must bring victory. He is the Alpha
and Omega of His people's salvation, and the alone entrance into His
Father's house on high; the one covering for all now in the visible
house, that outer court, and the one covering to those in that inner
worship above.
Thus the entrance to His house, His home, and His heart is
through Covenant agreement, and accomplished in His strength. The
saved sinner's testimony is that "the Father saw him yet a great
way off, and ran, and fell on his neck and kissed him," with the
peace of reconciliation. The believer's declaration is, "He brought me
home. He left it not to my poor, weak, tottering and faltering feet
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to cQme,~ but He brought me, yea, carried me into His banqueting
house, .and displayed over me the bann~r of His love." He brought me I
What a volume is in tho~e three little words. He, the gloriously great
and almighty, all-suffioient God, the Lord Jehovah, God of hosts,
King of heaven; He, the supreme, the highest, mightiest, brought
'me-all here implying His doing, His caring, His carrying, supporting,
bearing, guiding,and upholding-brought me upon the shoulders of
His everlasting fi~ed purpose and strength, into His home, unto
Himself. He lYl'ought me into His banqueting house, and displayed
over me the banner of His love!
The lowest worm, the most
unworthy, chief of sinner'3, brought in by J ehovah, the high and
mighty, King of kings, and Lord of lords; passing by others, His eye
has been set upo~ me, and therefore He cannot, nay, will not, pass
me by. So He comes, and seeing my helpless, lost, and undone
condition from the fall, lifts me upon the shoulders of His strength,
as a shepherd the sheep-uplifts me in my weary, fainting, ay, and
dying condition, and 'Jarries me, bears me home rejoicing.
Such are a few of the lessons to be culled from the consideration
of these two Pillars. May the Holy Ghost take of the things of Christ,
p,nd reveal them unto His seeking children, that Jesus may be
exalted and extolled very high, and His children edified and built up
in their most holy faith; and having tasted that the Lord is gracious,
go on their way rejoicing, and believing that even now the half has
not. been t.old them of the riches of the glories of their inheritance,
I' The depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God,"
which are theirs in present and prospective possession as heirs of so
glorious an inheritance as Bride of the Lamb; who shall live and reign
with Him thro':1ghout the countless ages of eternity, in that temple
not made with hands, where the Lamb is all the glory; and we shall
see, without" a glass darkly" between, all the now hidden meaning and
veiled beauty of Him who is the pillar and ground of truth, tracing
in His providenoe and gmce the" nets of checker work" (mercy and
judgment), "wreaths of chain work" (His wondrous linking of love and
grace), all the events of our lives, which form an unbroken circle, as
link by link, all His promises come to pass; and we trace His love
/lS ,. from everlasting to everlasting," and which shall finally as chapiters
prown the top-stone, whilst every elect vessel of mercy shall swell the
phorus " with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it!" For ," the
lLands of Zerubbabel have .laid the foundation of .this house," his hands
,shall also finish it, :;ll1d thou shalt know that the L?rd of hosts hath
.;/3en~ me unto you."
R.
THE whole life of a dear ohild of God should be nothing but
praises and thanksgiving; we should neither eat nor drink nor
sleep, but eat to God, and sleep to God, and work to God, and talk
to God, and do all to His glory and praise.-Sibbes, 1629.
• A~.a
dotl8 it."

d~IU 1l1ini~ttlr

of thtl Gosptll said rtlcently, "It is all fetching grace that
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THE LOVELINESS OF CH:B,IST:As J ESUS

~'HE SAVIOUR.

"He is altogether lovely."....,...SoLO¥or;'s SONG v. 16.'
" 1'hou shalt call His Name JESUS."-MA~HEY'i. 21.
THE dear Son of Goll throughout the whole period of His humiliation
,,:as known by the name of Jesus; It is the Greek form of the
Hebrew Joshua, and signifie~ Saviour, or Jehovah the Saviour.:'"
'l'i)is t;laple was chosen by God, and cqmmunicated by the angelic
It was a common name
messenger to J oseph before His birth.
among the Jews; therefore when. the Lord of Life and Glorrb(jcam.e
incarnate, He was, as in the circuJ;llstances of His life a~d growth;
so in His name, qu.ite undistinguished, being made like unto His
brethren. How very lovely, however, is its significatio~, ,and how
'
very suitable to Him! It means:
1. The Saviour. He was so called, because "He shall save His
people from their sins." It is this which endears the very Name
of JESUS to those who have experienced the power and sweetness of
I;Jis salvation. It is a salvation from Sin, Law, and Death.
(a) From Sin. He bare our sins in His own body on the tree
(1 Peter ii. 24), the Lord there making to meet on Him the iniquity
of us all (Isaiah liii. 6, marg.), and so removed it eternally and for
ever out of the way (Lev. xvi. 22), thus making once for all an end
of sin (Rom. vi. 6). ' The effect of this is the application of His
precious blood, which purges and cleanses our souls from the stain,
guilt, and defilement thereof (1 John i. 7).
(b.) He saves from the Law, in respect both to its claim and its
curse. The Law claims an obedience we cannot yield, but He obeyed
fully and entirely. Its curse rests upon us as sinners, but He who
knew no sin was made sin for us (2001'. v. 21), and thus the curse
rested upon Him that we mightoe delivered.
(c) He saves from Death" from that dea~h spiritual in which we
are involved by nature, by His Spirit regenerating our sou's; from
death eternal, by havfng endured the same in His own Person for us;
from death literal, by the power of His resurrection, so that its sting is
removed, and the deliverance of our bodies from its power assured,
when the resurrection morning shall, dawn. As ERSKINE rapturously
.sings" So all my burdens may in Him be eased,
The justice I offended, He has pleased;
The bliss that I have forfeit He procured;
The Cl,lrse that I deserved He end~ed ;
The Law that I have broken Heopeyed;
The debt that leontracted He has paidl;
Thus, though it match unfit for Him! be,
I find Him every way most fit forme."
We nOW consider .:
2. The Per~01i ,o(Jet;lUS the ~aviQur. I,[e is bot.J:l God and Man. In
'" See

~I>te on :tdatthe~ i.

21, in the New,berry Bible.
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Him meet perfect Deity and perfect Humanity. Hence He is called
"Emmanuel," which, being interpreted, is "God with us" (verse 23).
Jesus was very God, possessed of all Divine attributes, just as
much when an "infant of days" on Mary's knee, or when His
human body' lay in the tomb, as He is now, when on the throne
of glory.
Jesus is very Man, with a true human soul and body, which increased,
when he was on earth, in wisdom and stature with advancing years
(Luke iL 32). In this human nature Jesus groaned, suffered, wept,
.loved, bled and died; and, after rising from the dead, ascended to the
heavens, where He now awaits the fulfilment of the "times of the
Gentiles," when He will come again the second time without sin unto
salvation (Heb. ix. 28), to be glorified in tha saints, and to be admired
in all them that believe (2 Thess. i. 10). The humanity was taken
into such intimate union with the Divinity in His incarnation that
both natures constitute but one Person, and are as unseparable as
they are distinct. The two natures in our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ are neither divided nor confounded. The oneness of Christ's
Person is strikingly exemplified in the fact that Jesus was God when
He died; and He was ¥an when He raised others from the dead.
Yet the one act was the act of His humanity, and the other of His
Divinity; the acts of either nature being rightly attributed to Him
our Lord. Thus our human nature is in His glorious Person exalted
into eternal union with the Divine nature, and, as the God-Man,
.Jesus is "altogether lovely." There is an instructive point in connection with the Person of Jesus which is very profitable to meditate
.
upon, namely3. His Sonship. Jesus as the Son of God stands in glorious
relationship to His Father both in respect. to His divine and human
natures. The eternity of His. Sonship is a matter to believe because
it is revealed, but it is so far above created understandings as the
great mystery in the uncreated Godhead) that it is infinitely derogatory to His glory to drag the solemn, glorious, incomprehensible
truth through the mire of carnal controversy, and subject it to
the curious speculations of carnal reason. We adore what we cannot
venture to explain. As the Son of God, the Lord Jesus is "Heir of
all things."
.
But Jesus is also" the Son of Man," and is thus in closest relationship to His people, "bone of their bone, flesh. of their flesh."
As the sinless Man, He is the Head of the new creation, as Adam
was the head of the old creation. Ruined in Adam, the federal head
of the human race, we are delivered from that· fallen state and
exalted in Him, who is "the last Adam," for the "second Man is
the Lord from h:eaven" (1 Cor. xv. 45-47).
Further, the Lord Jesus bears the higher title of "the Son of
David," and it expresses His lordship over the whole Israel of God,
and His inalienable right as the King of the Jews, which will more
fully appear when the present dispensation shall have ended, and the
wondrous prophecies respecting the Jews shall be accomplished;
"for if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world,
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what shall the receiving of them be, but life from the dead 1"
(Rom. xi. 15.)
Lastly, Jesus was Son of Woman, being born of Mary by the
Holy. Ghost as to His human nature, and was subject unto her as
His mother during His humiliation, in obedience to God's law, and
for an example. That' human body, formed in the womb of the
Virgin Mary, now stands enthroned in glory. While awaiting the
faslrapproaching period when we shall see Him as He is, we hunibly
fall at His sacred feet, and adore the loveliness of Christ our
Saviour as the Son of God, the Son of Man, the Soh of David, and
the Son of Mary.
Bath.
KC.
.. _--_. _._-------- -.----'._._.....
_~_.

CHRISTMi~S

Who can welcome this day
In a spirit unknown to the worldling and gay I
In their hearts on thls morn
Is'the brightest of dawn
Who rejoice that a Saviour to them
is now born.

DAY.
They gave frankincense too:
Now our High Priest we view
Night and morning presenting His
merits anew;
Holy Spirit, distil
As the dew on each hill,
Prayer and praise then ascending
His censer shall fill.

For by faith they behold
What so long was foretold,
Zion's King in His beauty surpassingfine gold,
And more precious by far
Than the choicest gems are,
As in· Bethlehem arises .the bright
Morning Star.

Myrrh points to shame and scorn,
On the bitter cross borne,
"They shall look upon Me whom
they pierced, and mourn; "
With their suffering Head,
Tears the members would shed,
Having fellowship thus with their
Prophet who bled!

When the love which; o'erf!ows
He so richly bestows,
He finds room in their hearts who
till then were His foes;
Then each Christian may say,
Let us joy on this day,
For how highly we're favoured to
join in the lay!

He a servant became,
And took on Him our shame,
So that we might be sons and. Ilis
heritage claim.
We'll the mystery scan,
Why in God's wondrous plan,
To make us SONS OF GOD, He
became SON OF Mj,N I

Then of Jesus we'll sing,
Gl'ateful praises would bring,
Lowly tribute of hearts that acknowledge their King;.
While the Magi of old
Came presenting Him gold,
Faith that's tried is more precious
to Him,..we are told.

Then let each of us pray,
That Christ's first Advent may
Be to us glad forerunner of heavenly
day!
Since your nature-and niine
He joined with the Divine
At His coming may we in H'flloved
image shine I
E. M.O.

o HOW happy are they.

I

Ir is the belieyer's complaint and .prayer, "0 God, my h~art is
too narrow; enlarge it, that it may hold more of the love of tho
holy Lord Jesus."-Romaine,
3 H
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY 1"
WITNESSES.

'That in the mouth of two

01'

three witnesses every word may be

established."-"MATTHEw xviii. 16.
OlI, believer, thy salvation rests not upon a single testimony but
upon the infallible witness of J ehovah in His 'frinity of Persons and
undivided essence! "There are three that bear record in heaven, the
Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one"
(1 John v. 7). " If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God
is greater: for this is the witness of God, which Hehath testified of
His Son." God the Father bore witness at His baptism, and on the
holy Mount of Transfiguration, by an audible voice from heaven, "'fhis
is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased'" (Matt. iii. 17)-" hear
ye Him " (Matt. xvii. 5). '1'he Son bore witness to the eternal council
concerning His incarnation, " I will declare the decree: the Lord hath
said unto Me, Thou art My Son j this day have I begotten 'rhee"
(Psalm ii. 7). And when appealed to by Pilate as to His ,kingly right,"Yet have I set My King upon My holy hill of Zion" (Psalm ii. 6),"Art thou a king then 1 Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am
a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the
world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Everyone that
is of the truth heareth My voice" (John xviii. 37). "And it is the
Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth" (1 John v. 6).
John the Baptist bare witness of Him, "I saw the Spirit descending
from heaven like a dove, and it abode npon Him. And I knew Him
not: but He that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto
me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining
on Him, the same is He which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. And
I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God" (John i. 32-34).
All these witnesses, present at the same time, seeing, hearing, and
knowing, bear testimony to us that Jesus is the Son of God. And there
is yet another incontrovertible evidence: "He that believeth on the
Son of God' hath the witness in himself j he that believeth not God
hath made Him a liar, because he believeth not the record that God
gave of His Son. And this is the record, that God hath given to us
eternal life, and this, life is in His Son" (1 John v. 10). And this
faith in the heart, receiving the witness of God, is proof of the new
birth, of being made partaker of the Divine nature j for" whosoever
believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God " (1 John v. 1).
Blessed faith! it is of the operation of God. in the heart. Godhonouring, Christ.exalting, Spirit-magnifying principle 1 It is, indeed,
the very substance, the substantial reality, of things hoped for, evidence
of infallible witnesses assuring us of things not seen, but surely grasped
by the same indwelling power that grasps us and will not let us go!
Gracious Lord, increase our faith!
Happy receiver of the witness of God 1 Such an one could say
with the patriarch Job, "Behold, my witness is in heaven, my record
is on high (Job. xvi. 19). The Fatherhath created. me anew in
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Christ. Jesus; He hath brought me to Him, even as in the first creation
He brought Eve to Adam, that as she to the first Adam, so I might
be "espou~'#>d unto Christ." "Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness
unto us." And he that believeth hath the witness in himself, and
becomes assured, by having proved the fact experimentally, of the
drawing powe1' by which love has been drawn out of a cold, loveless
heart I-love that can be satisfied with nothing less than a knowledge ot
the Beloved One, and union and communion with Him.
"We love
Him because He first loved us." Therefore we argue from the less
to the greater, and are persuaded that love in us toward Him is but
as spray from the Fountain of Love that flowed out so freely,
spontaneously towards us. " All the rivers run into the sea, yet the
sea is not full: unto the place from whence the rivers come thither
they return again (Eccles i. 7).
'1'he Son betroths us to Himself for ever, in righteousness and in
judgment, and in loving-kindness, and in mercies, and even in faith·
fulness, "and they shall know the Lord" (Hosea ii. 19, 20). This is
brought about by the witness of the Spirit, " He shall testify of Me."
His office in the Covenant of grace is like that of the steward of
Abraham's house, whom he charged to get a wife for Isaac, the child
of _promise, type of the promised Seed, the Victim-Son, who willingly
gave up Himself to be a sacrifice. The Divine Spirit sets forth the
attractive grace of the Son, the greatness and riches of the Father,
and leads the soul to desire union with Him, and makes the will
blessedly free by the sweet constraining power of His love to leave
all else for His sake, who is the well-beloved Son of the Father.
Thus knowledge of Him increases by daily acquaintance. "At that
day ye shall know that I am in the Father, and ye in Me, and I in
you" (John xiv. 20). Blessed knowledge! is there any other like it 1
Do we not know that we are in Him? Can any tempter argue us out
of the persuasion that long ago we fled for refuge to Him, and that
His infallible testimony is, "Him that cometh unto Me I will in no
wise cast out __ " and this is confirmed by the "two immutable things
in which it is impossible for God to lie [His word and oath], that
we might have strong consolation who have fled for refuge to lay
hold on the hope set before us" (Heb. vi. 17-20). A sure anchor!
Is He not nearer to us, dearer to us, than the very best earthly
tie 1 Does He not tell us His secrets 1 "The secret of the Lord is
with them that fear Him, and His Covenant to make them know it "
(Psalm xxv. 14, margin). He shows it, makes it clear to the
enlightened eyes of our understanding, and though often we could
not explain or make others see it as it is revealed to us by demonstration of the Spirit and power, there is no doubt about its certainty.
Often as we pour into His patient, most-attentively-listening eat' the
tale of our sins, our waywardness, our minute infirmities, as well as
any sudden sorrow, annoyance, or affliction, personal or relative, does
He not soothe the ruffled spirit, calm the distressing agitation, and
still the terrible dread of evil that so naturally springs up in the old
man within us 1 and He does this by the sweet, still small voice of
His Word, applied with power to the present necessity, and BO
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marvellous in its suitability that we wonder and adore. We know
it' is His' voice; we. Know that the. Spirit thus witnesseth with our
spirit that we are the children of God. Abba, Father, responds to
His child's cry! "Make haste to help me," has been so quickly
answered with present help, strength in the soul, that the Word
applied to the case suffices. It may have a severe testing, the trial
of faith concerning it may be prolonged, and so weak are we that" We both may and must
Commit ·our very faith to Thee,
Entrust our very trust."
But the Word thus fitted" as apples of gold in pictures of silver"
must come to pass, the honour of the Faithful Witness is involved
in it!" "Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My words shall not
pass away." The ear of the King has been bowed down to hear us,
" and if we know that He hear us, whatsoever we at>k, we know that
we have the petitions that we desired of Him" (1 John v. 15). Have
we not always proved Him to be faithful 1
Thus we become witnesses! With her dying utterancEi, a beloved
sister charged the writer, "Oh yes, testify to His love and faithfulness."
She had often expressed the hope that when the cloud of depression
passed away from her spirit she should be enabled to testify of His
grace to the last, "and you must testify when I am gone,"
" Ye are My witnesses, saith the Lord" (Isaiah xliii. 10). It is both
honourable and blessedly winning work. Thus. Andrew, who saw
Jesus and heard Him speak, and heard the Baptist's witness concerning
Him, testified to his brother, Simon Peter, and brought him to Jesus.
"Jesus findeth Philip." "Philip findeth' Nathanael, and saith unto
Him, We have found Him of whom Moses in the law and th~ prophets
did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph" (John i. (45). Let
us be careful not to make a man an offender, .for a word. Would it
have been so\mder doctrine to say, "We have been found of Him 7"
We dare not say so! Some might object to Philip's Gospel invitation, "Come and see," but the result was owned 0/ God, and we
ought not to cavil at that on which God's seal of approbation is set I
We have even heard one zealous for doctrine denounce Arminian texts /
There is abundant evidence to prove that those 'VeTJI texts have been
used by the Divine Spirit, directing the arrow to the mark. Philip
was remarkably blessed as a witness in Samaria and to the Ethiopian
eunuch j and we do not find his mode of expression reproved.
Nathanael, thus brought to Jesus, seeing, hea1'ing, and knowing for
himself, became a witness: "Rabbi, Thou art the Son of God; Thou
art the King of Israel," and he is numbered with the Apostles. We
must not omit Peter's valuable witness, "Thou art the Christ, the
Son of the living God;" for if in thy heart, dear reader, the same
acknowledgment \veIls up some deep conviction of its truth, the same
marvellous response is for thee. Oh that a thrill of holy joy may follow
in its personal application to thee, "Blessed art thou, for flesh and
bloodhath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in
heaven."
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Author and Finisher of faith, bestow this witnessing graoe upon
us, then crown the gitt by the indwelling Witnesser. What a precious
title it is! What matchless condescension in our King to let us become
His witnesses, because we have the true characteristics of a witness;
knowing Him, hearing His voice, seeing Him with the eye of faith, we
mn testify of the reality of His Person, His presence with us, and
power exerted on our behalf! These witnesses are found in all grades
and circumstances, like Samaria's daughter testifying to the men of her
city, "Come, see a Man that told me all that ever I did.
Is not
this the Christ 1" A potent plea that resulted in their witness: "Now
we believe, not because of thy saying, for we have heard Him ourselves,
and know that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world."
Or like her who seemed to steal the virtue out of Him, yet could not be
hid, and trembling before Him, confessed what she had done, and all
His healing power and goodness magnified in her. Witnesses of
forgiving love, like her who wept, anointed and kissed His feet; or
like the Magdalene, the first to bear witness even to the Apostles of the
resurrection of the Lord, for did she not know His voice when He called
her by name 1 Witnesses like Paul on board ship encourage others by
his testimony of the cheering words spoken to him in the night; or
like John in the lone Patmos, for the testimony already borne,witnessing to all generations to come of what He heard and saw! Ma~y
a witness in a worldly household, or like a single star in a dark night
in an. ungodly neighbourhood; on a bed of prolonged suffering on a
couch, in prison, in a workhouse, or even in a lunatic asylum; for we
believe, in God's mysterious way, He permits some of His children to lose
their reason, that intervals of sound mind may be g-ranted them, iil
which they can witness for Him, for we could never doubt the
reality of life Divine in some whose days have ended .under .rnental
cloud.
"Whosoever shall call upon the Name of the Lord shall be saved."
Oh, timid weakling of the flock, here is strong consolation for thee.
Whosoever thou art, Jew or Gentile, this word is established in the
mouth of tMee witnesses. "To the Jew first" the Prophet Joel bears
this Gospel testimony (Joel ii. 32). Then Peter at Pentecost reiterat!3s
it to them and to us (Acts ii. 21); and Paul, the Apostle of the
Gentiles, proclaims it to the Romans" (chap. x. 13), that it might be
known throughout the world, for a world-wide sway is that of the last
of the great powers seen in Daniel's vision.
Whosoever! how can any humble soul be excluded 1 Whosoever
shall call; it has no past limitations, it is widely, extensively ,future
as long as any live to "call upon the Name of the Lord." Jehovah,
by this threefold witness, has pledged His veracity to save everyone
that "shall call upon the Name of the Lord! that Name which is
above every name, Jesus Christ our Lord!
Holy and Divine Spirit, graciously witness with our spirit that we
are the children of God, and then make us faithful witnesses to
record all the wonders of the love of our Covenant God in Christ
Jesus, a continually increasing cloud of witnesses.
Leicester.
MA~r.
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WAITING.
N01'E8 OF A SERMON BY TaE REV. EPWARD OARR, BATH.

11,

"I wait for the Lord, my soul doth wait."-PSALM cxxx. 5.
To wait for the Lord has been the position and posture of the true
Church of God iuall ageS. The Old Testament Church waited four
thousand years for the fulfilment of the promise of a coming Messiah.
Individuals had also to wait, like Abraham for the promised son,
Jacob for his blessing, Joseph for the accomplishment of his dream,
and very few of the Prophets saw in their lives any signs of the
verification of the Word of God to them and by them. They had
to wait.
The position of the Church of Christ, and of its individual members,
in the present dispensation, is precisely the same-waiting for the
coming of Christ, and for the fulfilment of promises given.
Now, how many of us have come into the house of God this morning simply waiting for the Lord to appear in the revelation of His
dear Son to our souls, and in the application or fulfilment of His promises 7 I believe a good number can adopt the language of the
Psalmist and say, "I wait for the Lord, my soul doth wait."
Our subject, then, is " Waiting:" and there are three things in the
text to which I desire, by the Lord's help, to draw your attention.
First, waiting is a Personal Matter-" I," "my soul."
Second, it is a Blessed Occupation-" wait.:'
Third, it has a Glorious Object-" for the Lord."
First, waiting is a Personal Mattm.. It is an inward experience of
the soul before God, wrought by the Holy Spirit, and implies spiritual
life and knowledge. Dead men can neither wait nor know. A felt sense of
need of something not possessed, with a hope, however faint, of one
day receiving it from the Lord, will produce a waiting for it at His
hands.
Such waiting souls are sure of blessings, The' Covenant promises
of God secure to them the blessing of strengthened hearts: "They that
wait on the Lord shall renew their strength" (Isaiah xl. 31); "Wait
on the Lord ... and He shall strengthen thy heart" (Psalm xxvii. 14)of holy boldness: "They shall not be ashamed that wait for Me"
(Isaiah xlix. 23); and of ultimate glory: "For since the beginning of
the world, men have not heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither hath
the eye seen, 0 God, beside Thee, what He hath prepared for him that
waiteth for Him" (Isaiah lxiv. 4). So truly" blessed are all they
that wait for Him" (Isaiah xxx. 18).
This Spirit-taught waiting for the Lord produces sound experience.
However much evidences may be questioned, doubts entertained, or
hardness of heart prevail for a time, all these things de :l nt lead the
soul, in the end, to a more diligent and a closer waiting uI')U the
Lord, until the dreadful difficulties are cleared up, and the painful
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questionings resolved by the Lord Himself, as He only can. Such an
experience is secret and personal between the soul and God. None
can intervene here, nor is there any such thing as waiting upon the
Lord vicariously. Each living soul is brought into this experimental
relationship with his Maker for himself.
Further; waiting constitutes the chief part of the Christian's life.
It is a period of suspense, sometimes acutely painful, during which
one does not know how things will end, therefore, it is a true act
of real faith. Waiting, moreover, is a most profitable and fruitful
exercise, because lessons are learnt which cannot possibly be acquired
in any other way, or at any other time. We pass on to notice that
it 'isSecondly, a Blessed Occupation. The chief business of the Christian's
life is to wait for his Lord. There are three kinds of waiting
described in the Word: Patient waiting-" Be still" (Psalm xlvi. 10);
watchful waiting-" Stand still" (Exodus xiv. 13); and restful waiting-" Sit still" (Ruth iii. 18). Thus, waiting is the stillness of
the soul before the Lord in patience, watchfulness, or (sweetest of
all) in restful lying at His feet, learning of Him, like Mary of
old.
There is a beautiful echo of the language of waiting souls in
Psalm cxxiii. 2, "Behold, as the eyes of servants look unto the hand
of their masters, and as the eyes of a maiden unto the hand of her
mistress; so our eyes wait upon the Lord our God, until that He have
mercy upon us." Here we see that waiting is equivalent to watching
the Lord's hand stedfastly until the needed mercy be bestowed. Thus,
"men ought always to pray, and not to faint" (Luke xviii. I),
Looking is prayer.
"Still look to Christ with longing eyes,
Though both begin to fail."
The time seems long. "Hope deferred maketh the heart sick."
But hope is secretly renewed, that though often sorely perplexed and
ready to give up, yet the waiting servant of God is n'Ot left in
despair, not quite without hope (see 1 Cor. iv. 8, margin). Therefore,
the Apostle says, "If we hope for that we see Hot, then do we with
patience wait for it" (Rom. viii. 25). A good hope is the foundation of patient waiting, hence "we are saved by hope" (verse 24),
and kept looking to the Master, waiting for Him, and listening for
His approach; "watching daily at His gates, waiting at the posts
of His doors" (Prov. viii. 24). This passage informs us there are
places appointed where the Lord will have His people watch and
wait. Such a spot is the throne of grace, and here true prayer is
often but
. . • "the burden of a sigh,
The falling of a tear,
The upward glancing of an eye,
When none but God is near."
Another waiting-place is the valley of. Achor, given as a door of
hope (Hosea ii. 15), as it is written, "Yea, in the way of Thy
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judgments, 0 Lord, have we waited for Thee" tlsaj!J,h x~v~.- 8). As
a rule, we find when there is not much trouble there is not much
prayer. - , Some of us prove our hearts to be so hard that it .takes
much pressure to produce rE:lal prayer. For my part,.I am often
ashamed to think how I need to be jorced(as it ,v.e~e) to .-WY oe,fit
Friend, so -stubborn is my heart, and,.,so. rebelliousID-Y "'ill. ' .It is
still true of Israel, "Lord, in trouble have they visited ':L'hee, they
poured out a prayer when' Thy ,chlJ<stening was }Ipon therri"
(Isaiah xxvi. 16). No help, no comfort, no peace can be found
anywhere in times of trial except inwaiting upon the Lord inpraYE:l.f,
and in waiting for th~ Lord to appear. May the II<;>ly !,pirit lead
us more and more into the blessed occupation of waiting for the
Lord, notwithstanding all the temptations of Satan, the darkness of
our minds, and the many hindrances we meet with in this work of
faith and patience.
We now consider, thirdly, The Glol'ious Object of the Christian's
waiting-" I wait for the Lord." 'In how many ways we are kept
waiting for the Lord. We wait1st. For the Lord's Light. Mind, it is for the Lord's light! . Look
at the verse following our text, "My soul waiteth for the Lord more
than they they that watch for the 'morning j I say, more than ,they
that watch for the morning." It was the rising of thesun-God's
:great light-the Psalmist waited for. 'fhe Lord Jesus .Christ is the
Sun of Righteousness whose rising has to be waited for, because we
cannot hasten it by a single moment, No artificial light will satisfy
the longings. of the heart in the gloomy night of trouble j "·None
-but Jes'us,none ,but Jesus, can do helpless sinners good." Oh, yes.!
'Christ is the Lord's Light. Sweet is the promise, "Unto you that
fear My Name shall the Sun of Righteousness arise with healing in
His wings (Mal. iv. 2). God is faithful who hath promised. Waiting
saints will find they shall not wait for Him in vain. Another thing
'waited for is2nd.. The Lord's Counsel. There were some who" waited ,not for
the Lord'!! counsel, but they lusted exceedingly [or mad,e .haste, marg.]
.in the wilderness, and tempted God.in the ,desert" (Psalm ~vi. 13,14).
The consequence was that God let, them have theirwlloy,.an!l "gave
them their request, but sent leanness into their souls." It..is a sad
thing to be left to hasten on in any ,path without a .word from the
. Lord.' "He that believeth shall not make haste" (Isaiah: x;x.viii. 16) j
but. asking counsel of the Lord, 4ewaits for the word which shall
direct his steps and show him the' Lord's way. Presently )le gets
the word which convinces his mind and heart as to the .Lord'l:! will,
and travelling in that path ,he waits for3rd.The fulfilment of the Lord's Promise. Sometimes the period
intervening between a specific promise and itS fulfilment is long indeed.
But the promise to those who are waiting for such fulfilment runs
concurrently with their waiting, and is actually accomplished in their
daily experience. Here it is: "Wait on the Lord j be of good
cO'llrage, and He shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I Sil-Y, on· the
Lord". (Psalm xxvii. 14). Strengthened in heart, they now await-
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4th. The "Vision" prophesied in Hab. ii. 3. That vision is
nothing less than a r~velation of i. Ohrisbto the soul, whioh is the
ohief desire of all. true· seekers and humble ,spirits. "The vision is
yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak and not
lie; though it tarry, wait' for it ; beoause'it will surely oome, it will
not tarTy " beyond the predestined moment. Most oomfortable iwords
to waiters!
"Tarry His leisure,then,
Wait the appointed hour;
Wait till the Bridegroom of your souls
Reveals His love with power:"
The love of Christ is sweetly revealed in the forgiveness of sins henoe
the next thing waited for is'5th.' The Lord's Pardon made known. The godly oannot take for
granted their sins are forgiven without· the Lord's own assuranoe.
Sin. is oonfessed and pardon waited for : " For THIS shall every
one that is godly pray unto Thee in a time when Thou'mayest be
found" (Psalm xxxii. 6).
So far, my dear friends, you will see that the objeots waited for,
are spiritual blessings as the Lord's gift; and none -but .' spiritual
persons ever did or ever oould wait for spiritual blessings. None
bu:t souls taught of the Spirit oan eithertru}y .seek or pr,al. for suoh
thmgs as I have enumerated. However, oesldes' these grfts, there
will also be a longing for the appearanoe of the Giver; a waiting
for~

6th. -The Lord's Christ. Christ in "His Person and,power ican
alone satisfy longing souls, "So that they come' behind in no' gift;
waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ " (1 'Cor. i: 7). - Oh,
it is a mercy to be found waiting daily for the coming of Christ to
our souls in His graciousrevealings of' Himself; and to be likewise
looking for that blessed hope, the appearing of our Lord and'Saviour
Jesus Christ (Titusii.13), when He shall come the second time
without sin unto salvation (Heb. ix. 28). This waiting for Christ
bridges the grave, and looks beyond death to the resurrection
morning, till when "we wait for the adoption, to wi~,the redemption
of our bodies" from death and the grave (Rom. viii. (23). ''In
anticipation of this glorious day, faith uses the 'language of the
Psalmist and says, "Then shall I 'be satisfied when I awake 'with
Thy likeness" (Psalm xvii. 15). And so at last the waiting time
will be over. "Then oometh the end, when, in the solemnities of
eternity, He shall have delivered up the Kingdom to God,even
the Father" '(1 Cor. 'xv. 24). In view of these glorious realities,may
the blessed Spirit enable us eaoh to say, "I wait for the Lord, my
soul doth wait." Amen, and Amen.
"BEHOLD, he prayeth."Prayer is the breath of a new-born soul
which wants to draw the air of heaven and to live in its ownprqper
element. ~ Beri'idge.
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12, .LIKE THEM THAT DREAM.-" When the Lord turned again the
captivity of Zion, we were like them that dream."-PsAUl cxxvi. 1.
THIS Psalm was apparently composed by the people of J udah after
they were permitted to return from their captivity in Babylon into
their own land. They had been captives there for seventy years, and
under the tyrannical rule of such a proud, powerful, and cruel nation
as . the Babylonians were, they had probably been cl'ushed and
humiliated, and often shamefully ill-treated. They allude to that
ill-treatment in the 137th Psalm, mentioning how their captors took
their little ones and dashed them against the stones, and how they
mocked them in their misery, and told them to "sing them a song,"
one ,of "the songs of Zion." "How can we sing," they plaintively
asked, "the Lord's song in a strange land 1" 'l'hey sat down by the
rivers of Babylon, and hung up their harps upon the willows there,
resolving to use or play them no more; and they bitterly wept" when
they remembered Zion." 'rhus it came to pass that, as in the case
of their forefathers in Egypt, "the iron," as it were, "entered into
their soul,". and in such a condition they cared very little for what
.was happening around them, and probably they paid little attention
to the changes which took place from time to time in the Babylonian
empire, such as the death of J;:ing Nebuchadnezzar, and the appointment
of Nabonadius and Belshazzar, his successors, and afterwards the siege
of Babylon and the taking of the city by the Medes and Persians.
Perhaps they were unaware of, or they forgot, that the time had
arrived for the fulfilment of the gracious intimation given long
before by the mouth of the Prophet Jeremiah, "Thus saith the Lord,
after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon, I will visit you, and
perform my good word toward you, in causing you to return to this
place. For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the
Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you an expected end"
(Jer. xxix. 10, 11). It may be also that only some of them knew of
the prophecy given centuries before by the Prophet Isaiah, that the
Lord would raise up a king named Cyrus to be theh' deliverer. The
written copies of the prophecies which they possessed were probably
, very few, and very few persons amongst them were probably able to
read them, or had had opportunities of hearing them read. Consequently, when Babylon was attacked by Cyrus and Darius, the
Jews seem not to have anticipated the important event which was to
follow. The policy of the great powers in the East had for a long
time been to break up the old tribes and kingdoms of Western Asia,
and to remove the people into far eastern countries, and never allow
.,them, to return. No nation amongst them known to history ever did
return .to rebll ild their ancient cities and homes, except the Jews.
It must have seemed also a very unlikely thing that that mighty
city Babylon, with its wonderful walls three hUIidred and fifty feet
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high, its massive towers, and its ponderous gates of brass, defended,
as it was, by tens of thousands of experienced warriors,-" whose
victorious arms had penetrated into all lands, and who had gathered to
themselves the strength and riches of all nations,"-could possibly ,be
taken; and especially by such inferior forces as those of. the Medes
and Persians. When, therefore, according to the prophecy of Isaiah,
and the distinctly overruling hand of the Lord, it was actually taken,
and when the triumphant army of the Medes and Persians marched
in, the Jews probably regarded it as only comprising for them a change
of masters, and, thinking little more about it, they resigned themselves
to their expected fate.
But ere long, to their great surprise, king Cyrus-who was really
the conqueror of the city, although it appears that he allowed king
Darius, his uncle, to take possession of it in his name, and soon
afterwards he gave it up altogether into his hands, and retired to
Persia-when he found that he had brought the Babylonians into
complete subjection, issued the remarkable proclamation which is
mentioned in the first chapter of the book of Ezra; in which he
acknowledged J ehovah to ~be the God of heaven, and stated that he
had received from Him a commission to rebuild the temple at
Jerusalem. J osephus, the Jewish historian, tells us that he did this
in consequence of reading a copy of the prophecies of Isaiah which the
Prophet had left behind him, and that when he had read it, he was
filled with.a most earnest desire to fulfil all that was mentioned
respeoting himself in those prophecies. In accordance with that desire,
he gave full permission to all the Jews amongst the Babylonians to
return to their own land, and not only so, but he commanded the
people amongst whom they sojourned to help them in various ways,
with silver and with gold, with goods and with beasts, and with freewill offerings. King Cyrus sent this proclamation throughout the
whole of his dominions; and then he restored to the chief of the Jews
the sacred vessels of gold and of silver which Nebuchadnezzar had taken
from the house of the Lord at Jerusalem, to the number of five
thousand and four hundred..
Can we not imagine the astonishment and the delight of the Jews 1
They seem to have been completely taken by surprise, and they were·,
as they said, "like them that dream." It seemed to them to be just
like a delightful dream, and too good to be true.
They soon, however, found out that it was not a dream, but a
happy reality. The people amongst whom they had been sojourning
were quite willing to obey Cyrus' mandate; and they were not only
willing to give up their services as their slaves, but also to equip them
for their journey, and help them in every possible way. We are told
that "all they that were about them strengthened their hands with
vessels of silver, with gold, with goods, and with beasts, and with
precious things, beside all that was willingly offered" (Ezra i. 6). It
was like a second exodus from Egypt.
What a change for those poor people! Before the proclamation
was issued they were slaves, working day after day probably with
little or no remuneration, they and their families being regarded merely
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as the goods and chattels of their masters j they were bound under
a mighty thraldom which they could never expect to be able to overthrow j and they had little or no hope of better things in the future.
But immediately after that proclamation was issued, they found that
they were all free j they could go where they chose j their own grand
native country was waiting for their re-occupation j and means of
returning to it were speedily given to them without difficulty or
opposition. No wonder, then, that they said" Our mouth was filled
with laughter, and our tongue with singing." To the heathen around
them it was a marvel j the Jews heard them saying one to another,
" J ehovah hath done great things for them j " and as they heard them
say so, they responded, with hearts overflowing with joy and gladness, "Yes, the Lord J ehovah hath indeed done great things for us,
whereof we are glad."
What excitement and intense interest there must have been amongst
them ! We can imagine the younger people, who had been brought up
in Babylonia, asking their elders all sorts of questions respectihg the
old country and the journey thither j and the elders answering them
as best they could from the remembrances and .experiences of their
childhood.
Josephus says that they thanked God, and thenbetook themselves
.to eating and drinking, and making a feast for seven days j and that
when they started on their journey, they did so with songs, and with
the music of pipes and cymb~ls.
The journey must have been a very long and fatiguing one for
them. Ezra afterwards took four whole months to accomplish it, and
that with a comparatively small party j and it is said that he did
this "according to the good hand of his God upon him" (Ezra vii. 9).
It must therefore have taken a much longer time for the whol(;) body
of the Jews to accomplish it, especially as they had so many women
and children with them, and, perhaps, also many invalids. But we
can imagine them as cariI}g little for the length or fatigue of the
journey, because of the joy of their freedom, and the realization of
the fact that they ,vere on their way to their own dear native land.
Their route lay for a considerable distance northwards along the
banks of the Euphrates, as it would have been madness for them to
have attempted to cross the great Syrian desert which lay direct
between Babylonia and Palestine j and thus they would get into the
great caravan route which ·extended from the Euphrates westwards.
This would bring them to the wonderful city of Palmyra, or ". Tadmor
in the wilderness," which was then in its glory, a city which must
have been peculiarly interesting to them, because it had been magnificently rebuilt and fortified by their own king Solomon, and it
had probably formed one of the outposts of his extensive dominions.
Onwards thence they went to the hills which overlook the great plain
of Damascus, that fertile plain which is still watered by the rivers
of which Naaman spoke, namely, "Abana and Pharpar." From thence
they would obtain their first view of the splendid range of "goodly
Lebanon'''-a wonderful sight to those who had never seen mountains
'before, and Who had lived all their days in the level and vast plains
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of Babylon. Then, turning southwards, we can imagine them passing
in sight of snow-capped Hermon, and by the shores of the Sea of
Galilee, and finally ascending the hills beyond that sea, and arriving
at their goal-J erusa~em.
What conflicting emotions must have filled their hearts as they
came in sight of that hollowed spot, and as they entered within its
ruined precincts! Jerusalem I-of which they had sung so touchingly
in the days of their captivity. "If I forget thee, 0 Jerusalem, let
my right hand forget her cunning; if I do not remember thee,
let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth; if I prefer not
Jerusalem above my chief joy."
.
No doubt they were saddened at the sight of· its desolation, and
often perhaps they asked themselves, "Can this really be the city of
our' forefathers, the city of David and of Solomon, and the scene of
all their glory?" But then came the thought that it was all their
own again, and that they might be able to resuscitate it; and probably
they anticipated a glorious future for it; they hoped for a restored
temple, a flourishing national metropolis, and a reinvigorated national
life, and so they expressed their feelings again in the words before
us, "When the Lord turned again the captivity of Zion, then we
were like them that dream."
A similar experience appears to await the Jews once more when" the
times of the Gentiles" are fulfilled, and when they are summoned
again to their own ancient land. We do not know exactly how that
summons will be given, or what it will consist of; whether it will be
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon them from on high, when
they, by faith, as a nation shall "look upon Him whom they have
pierced, and weep and mourn;" or whether it will be some great
national movement amongst them whilst they are still in a state of
unbelief-as some persons expect-a movement initiated by merely
national considerations, or from some deep feeling aroused by finding
that their way to the Holy Land is made quite open, and that they
are at liberty to take renewed possession of it if they choose.
Such an' event may happen at any time, and, in fact, it may be
beginning now. The" Zionist ,: movement which has recently sprung
up spontaneously amongst the Jews has worked the most extraordinary enthusiasm amongst them, amongst both young and old, rich
and poor. This movement has set itself no less a task than the
restoration to the Jews of their lost inheritance, the re-establishment
in Palestine of a Jewish kingdom, with, perhaps, a temple of great
splendour on Mount Zion, with Jewish independence as its goal and
Jerusalem as its centre, but, alas! with the Messiah left out. It is
said that in this movement "the hopes that have for centuries been
pent up in the Hebrew breast ate finding expression, and are being
proclaimed from the housetops in Jewry." The recent meeting of the
Zionists at Basle was attended by six hundred men of learning and
influence, delegates from many lands; and their deliberations on
questions associated with what is called" The New Exodus," evoked
extraordinary interest and manifestations of the deepest feeling. 1t
is quite possiblej also, that the recent public visit of the German
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Emperor to the Holy Land, representing nationally as he does such a
large number of Jews, may give fresh impulse to this movement.
At any rate, the way seems to be opening for the occurrence of such an
event as the return of the Jews to their own land, and when it
does happen, especially if it be sudden and comparatively unexpected,
we may fully expect that the Jews will again take up the words
before us, and say, as the expression of the deep feeling of their
hearts, "When the Lord turned again the captivity of Zion, we
were like them that dream."
But, turning our thoughts from the application of this simile to the
Jews, may we not consider it as being applicable to ourselves, and as
expressing something of our own personal experience 1 For example,
" Did we not know something of it at1. Oun CONVERSION 1 When our eyes were opened to see our sinful
state by nature, and the "exceeding sinfulness of sin;" when we
groaned under the conscious burden of sin, and longed to get rid of it;
when 0111' state appeared to be something like that of the bondage of
Egypt, and we cried out under it; and further, when deliverance came,
and a sweet sense of pardon was vouchsafed to us; when it seemed as
if a" still small voice" whispered in our ears, "Son, thy sins, which
are many, are all forgiven thee,"-oh what a change took place thQn!
We seemed, as it were, to enter into a new state of existence. Not
only was our heavy burden gone, and replaced by inexpressible joy
and peace; but behold! all things seemed to have become new. We
had new thoughts of God j we had an entirely new sense of His love j
we had new intercourse with Him; we had new thonghts respecting
His people; we had new ideas respecting His precious Word; we had
new feelings under the preaching of the Gospel; we had new purposes
of life, and new hopes of heaven. Our captivity was "turned," and
we could joyfully exclaim, "When the Lord turned again the captivity
of Zion, we were like them that dream. Then was our mouth filled
with laughter, and our tongue with singing. The Lord hath done
great things for us, whereof we are glad." Beloved, can we ever
forget that memorable time 1
Again, have we not had some similar experience when we have
met with2. SOME WONDERFUL AND UNEXPECTED~,DELIVERANCES 1 A great trial
has loomed in the distance, and the fear of it has weighed like a heavy
burden upon our hearts. We cried unto the Lord, but there seemed
to be no response. We thought of former trials and deliverances,
but this trial seemed to be so different that we could not. see how
deliverance from it could ever come. It appeared as if this heavy cloud
must break upon our heads, and that if it did it would overwhelm
us. "Had God forgotten to be gracious 1" we asked, and" had He
shut up His lovingkindnesses in displeasure 1" But suddenly,'and in a
most unexpected way, deliverance came-deliverance complete and
final, and such as we had scarcely dared to hope for-and it was
evidently" the Lord's doing, and it was marvellous in our eyes." Oh
how thankful we were I Words failed to express our feelings, but
lIhey were akin to those of the liberated captives of Babylon, and we
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could exultantly exclaim, as they did, "When the Lord turned again
the captivity of Zion, we were like them that dream. The Lord"-the
Lord Himself-" hath done great things for us, whereof we are glad."
Have you not had some such, experience as this, dear reader 1 Can
you not sayWhen tl:ouble like a glo:>my cloud
Has gather'd thick and thundered loud;
He near my soul has always stood,
His loving-kindness-oh how good!"
Let us remember this well when trouble comes again, and bear in mind
that we have the same gracious, sympathizing, loving God to look
to and to trust in as before, One who will prove Himself to be as willing
and able to help us .then as heretofore, whatever our troubles, or·
perplexities, or difficulties may be.
Will there not also be another occasion when we shall be constrained to use the words of this simile, unitedly with all the dear
people of God, and with far deeper emotion than we could ever have
used them before 1 namely, when we reach3. THE PRoinSED LAND 1 What that Promised Land will be like ,ve
do not kriow. Our Father keeps it hidden from us, perhaps because
He wishes to reveal it to us in His own good time as a great ana glad
surprise. But of this we may be perfectly sure, that it will be
delightful, wonderful, and glorious beyond our present uttermost
conception. And although in our present condition we may have
many advantages, although we may be continuously "crowned with
loving-kindness and tender mercies," and although we may experimentally know something of the happy liberty wherewith our Lord
has made us free; yet compared with our future condition, and the
advantages which we shall enjoy in it, we are in a state of bondage and
captivity, and sometimes we, in consequence, "groan, being burdened."
When., however, we are permitted to enter that
" Sweet and blessed country,
The home of God's elect,"
and realize all that it is to us, our feelings will be similar to those of
the liberated captives of Babylon, and we shall exclaim, "When the
Lord turned again the captivity of Zion, we were like them that
dream. Then was our mouth filled with laughter and our tongue with
singing." And further, perhaps, hearing the angels-not the" heathen'"
-say, "The Lord hath done great things for them," with overflowing,
unspeakable joy and thankfulness, we shall respond, "The Lord hath
done great things for us, whereof we are glad." Yes"Changed from glory into glory,
When in heaven we take our place;
When we cast our crowns before -Him,
Lost in wonder, love, and praise."
Then-then-we shall be able to use these words with deeper
feeling and significance than we ever could use them before, "We
were like them that dream."
D. A. DOUDNEY.
Hatjord Rectory, i'aringdon.
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GRACIOUS GIVINGS AND' GATHERINGS' AT THE'
CLIFTON, CONFERENCE.
(Concluded from page 755.)
LIVING MEMBERS

m' THE

DIVINE HOUSEHOLD.

'.

My subject 'is the Household of Faith, and 1 must address myself,
in the few remarks 1 have ,to make to that household, to the inmates,
those within this house of faith, speaking of the Or.igin of this
household, their Membership, Privileges, and Destiny. Now, we are
sometimes confronted as to the theology, of our Prayer-book, which'
contains the truth that not only is there a visible Church, but, inside
that organization there is a real family and household of' God, a
Church within a Church, and it is of them 1 speak. We can never
get ;rid .of that theory, for that would be getting rid of the Rock,
that would be shutting the sun out of the heavens. Oh, we want to
cling to these salvation truths of the Gosp'el, and the Thirty.nine
Articles of. the Prayer-book, for 1 believe in .them we find sound
and Gospel teaching in accordance with the Word of God. If you
look at the 17th Article, you will find contained therein the subject of
our remarks, the household of faith, alluded to: "Predestination to
life is the everlasting purpose of God, whereby (before the foundations
of the world were laid) He hath constantly decreed by His counsel
secret to us, to deliver from curse and damnation those whom He
hath chosen in Christ out of mankind, and to bring them by.Christ
to everlasting salvation, as vessels made to hononr. Wherefore, they
which be endued with so excellent a benefit of God, be called
according to God's purpose by His Spirit working in due season; they
through grace obey the calling; they be justified freely; they be
made sons of God by adoption; they be made like the image of His
only begotten Son Jesus Christ; they walk religiously in good works,
and at length, by God's mercy, they attain to everlasting felicity."
Surely this is a Scriptural statement, beloved I
Now, I am going to speak first on the Origin of these members of
the household of faith, and 1 am quite sure that evel1yone, who
belongs to it must have asked himself the question, Why am I
one of these happy people 1 SurelJT'it. is nothing in myself-not my
deserts, not my claims-that has brought me hither. This leads us to
think of the original cause of it.all-'tis the love of God in Christ.
1

"Chosen not for good in me,
Risen up from wrath to flee,
Hidden in the Saviour's side,
By His Spirii;"justifie.d;
Teach me, Lord, on earth to show
By my love how much,! owe."
There is no doctrine so humbling, and y~t none that makes 'us so
anxious; as God's electing love in Christ. His people were chosen in
Him. ere time. began. Yes, we must go back to the pit whenco , we
were digged, and 'the rock whence we were hewn; and if our feet are
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standing firm, it is because from everlasting to everlasting He loved
us, and His will and purpose make us strong in Him.
The Origin.
St. Peter writes: "Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit,
unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ." We
must lay hold of these blessed truths. There is nothing so strong,
so safe to stand by.
.
But we must pass on to consider the Membership of this household.
How do they get into the household 1 The Apostle John answers us
in his Gospel (i. 13): "Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will
of the flesh, nor of the will of man. but of God." Yes, that is it.
Born of the will of God through the regenerating Spirit, there is
admission; and we are confronted here by this foundation truth,
that it is all sovereign grace and mercy, God's work, God's doing,
God's gift. He is the Founder as well as the Master of the
household. Oh, to realize this admission by adoption and grace!
He declares, "Ye have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you," and
therein is the Spirit's power and applicn,tion.
Now, we sQe not merely the origin of members, but the P1'ivileges
and Duties also of this household. They receive pardon for all their
sins. acceptance of their persons, once" far ofr" now" made nigh,"
made members of the mystical body of Christ. Now we can look
into our Father's face, needing no priestly intercessor, but with holy
boldness cast ourselves at His feet, and live in His service. Now,
beloved, "freely ye have received, freely give." Go and bring forth
the fruits of this blessed Spirit. There is a great distinction between
works and fruit. Fruit comes from our Lord Jesus Christ, and our
abiding in Him. Works may look like acts of faith which are not
really so. "Many will say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord. have we
not prophesied in Thy name, and in 'rhy name cast out devils, and'
in Thy name done many wonderful works 1 And then will I profess
unto them, I never knew you." It is not good works, except those
works are baptized by the Spirit of God and love. But this household have a duty to perform. Did not their Lord and Master declare,
"Wist ye not that I must be about My Father's business 1" He
must be occupied when on earth with His Father's business, and so
must everyone of His members be. It will be not irksome duty,
neither will they do it from the motive to court the approval of
their fellow-men, but it comes out in the real fact that the child of'
God is incorporate in the body of Christ, as the Apostle Paul says,
"Wherefore we pray always for you, that our God would count you
worthy of this calling, and fulfil all the good pleasure of His goodness"
and the work of faith with power, that the name of our' Lord Jesus
Christ may be glorified in you, and you in Him, according to the
grace of our God, and the Lord Jesus Christ.'"
There is a royal eipression! "Fulfil all the good pleasure of His
goodness! " It is the pleasure of the Father to give it to His
children for their life and work. And a Chrjstian has ofttimes to gird
on his armour for battle. 'Ve must remember 'that He calls us to
be soldiers, as well as servants: we must not shirk the soldier's duty,
3
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,nor shrink at the smell of war; for ClJ.rist is spoken of as the Captain
of our salvation, and we must do battle as trne soldiers, when and
where compromise are raging, and go out into the battlefield assured of
success in Him, who makes us more than conquerors. Oh, this wants
much wisdom and grace. Yes, we must do soldier's work as well as
quiet service.· We must" stand fll-st in the liberty wherewith Christ
'maketh His children free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of
bondage." And we shall win too, for our Captain never leads His
soldiers except to victory. We go forward in His strength. and in
the consciousness that He wil,l share with us His glory as we have
shared with Him His shame.
Now we pass on to speak of their DestirlftJ. Oh, it is a blessed
thing to be in Christ! To feel that amid our difficulties we can go
and tell Him all, and though wo sin and sin again, to remember He
suffere,d for sin, and has put it all way. But we look onward to that
wonderful time, when, not as a suppliant, but in Covenant relationship
He claims His sovereign right. " Father, I will, that they whom Thou
hast given Me be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory."
Oh, just think of that prospect, beloved! Ought it not to strengthen
and help us! Oh! how sublime and grand that attitude of the Lord
Jesus Christ standing as the representative Head of His Church,
pleading, claiming, taking a prospective vision of that glorious time,
and declaring, "Father, I will that they whom Thou hast given Me
be with Me where I am." And in the strength of that prayer, in the
power of His pleading, and in the security of His love we are led on.
Lastly, I pass to ask' the household, Of what does this household
consist 1 There is unity within, that which comes of the Divine
principle,' that which gives life, sustains, fertUizes, energizes the
soul. There is that which takes away all the past of Adam's guilt,
and transforms, renews, re-creates in Christ Jesus. Well may we
exclaim with the beloved Apostle, "Behold, what manner of love
the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the
sons of God."
That is the Coronation Day for the Maf;lter of the Household!
That is the day when in reflex glory we shall share with Him His
glorious sunlight! Oh, may He keep us steadfast in His truth, living
upon Him, looking upward and onward to that time when all the
house-righteous Abel-faithful Abraham-Moses, who chose rather to
suffer affliction with the people of God, and who turned his back on
the \vorld-Paul, who could say, "What things were gain to me,
those I counted loss for Christ "-and all the redeemed· host, ar~
gathered in that one great multitude, to share in that great glory, for
Christ's sake.
REV. J. N. WORSFOLD.

THE ComUT1'Ar, OF FAITH.
we bring this, our Thirty-sixth Annual Conference to a close,.
beloved friends, I desire to realize our indebtedness to the great,
Master of Assemblies. He has favollred us with much of His'.-felt.
presence. He has smiled upon' us and: granted many .tokens of His
ltRE
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goodness. . He has sent His dear faithful servants to speak to.
us; He has fitted His message to their lips, and we have found i~
good to be here, to sit at their and our Master's feet and to heal"
~is voice, realizing in measure the goodness of the Lord; and we
<;onfess it,that we arepel'{ectly satisfied withthe Lord Jesus Christ
a~ revealed by the Holy Spirit in the infallible ,Word of Scripture.
Of ,the subject of Faith. the gift, work, nature, and household,we
have been speaking, and I trust we shall cherish the precious
truths which we have been hearing. There is one thought I would
like to add in connection with the subject pertaining to the
persons of this household-the partakers, of faith. God has spoken
of His people by various titles in His Word, which a!e indicative
~ot only of present rich, full blessing, but of greater in reserve.
And
I would suggest to my younger hearer~, hO\\>' very: profitable ~ study
are, these titles of the family of God in Holy, Scripture. Amongst
them, and closely associated with the subject which has been under our
consideration (and the word is only mentioned twice in the Ne'"
'testament), we. find in Acts v. 14, "And believers were, the more
idded to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women." .In our
tra1}slation, then, we have this divinely conferred title of belie'IJers. In
some places, His children .are spoken of as sons, 'and daughters, kings
l!-ud priests, and that mark, beloved, in reality, and not name only.
They are a,nointedwith the Holy Spirit. unto an everlasting service
yonder, and as belie'IJers they are spoken of as partakers of that special
grace without which.none can be saved. It is faith in the Lord Jesus'
Cl1rist.
Aad we notice these "believers were added unto the
Church." They did not add themselves. The process is still going
()il, and will, go on. till the last elect vessel of mercy be gathered in.
There is a daily, adding on earth of believers, and we are privileged as believers to bring about this adding of believers. It is the
greatest of all privileges; there is no higher allotted to us than
that of being witnesses to preach, to bear truthful testimony, buildi,ngup the Church of God, the Church of the first-born, hastening
Qn the blessed consummation when the top-stone shall be brought
forth with shoutings of "Grace, grace unto it!''' And my earnest
prayer has beeD, that the Lord would be pleased to make the testimony
of His faithful witnesses during these past, days fruitful' to the gathering'
in of' precious souls. I am prepared, upon what He has given me
to hope, 'to hear of the salvation of many precious souls in connection
with 'this Conference. We know that though Paul may plant
and Apollos water, God must give the ,increase, and if He give us
to hope on the Word of His promise E;e, thel:eby commits Hims~lf
to a~ obligatio,n. He must keep His promise, He cannot deny·Himself.
Spme of you who were preEent at the Bible Reading yesterday afternoon
will rememqel~,the reference made tothat word" commit,"* in John i1. 24,
"But Jesus did not commit Himself ..unto ,them, because He knew
all men," &c. The words follow the statement that "many believed:
, .. It is interesting to note that .inDr. BULUNGER'sLexicon .,he gives' this word
"commit unto h as to 'entrust, deposit,- to confide anything to anyone.. '. - .
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in His name, when 'they saw the miracles which He did," and therefore
Jesus did not commit Himself unto them. On the contrary, had
their faith been sincere, He would have honoured it, by entrusting
Himself, to them; and I take my stand upon the truth that where a
gracious faith centres in and trusts Him, He keeps His promise. He
will commit Himself in a holy confidence to that BOUl. Oh, to have
His confidence! Oh, think of this, beloved! that He should commit
Himself to His people, and make it the singular property and
enjoyment of each grace-saved sinner thus to walk in close personal
fellowship! Now, this places every child of God under a sacred and
holy obligation to become a holy example and type of believers
in his life and walk. That word in 1 Timothy iv. 12, "Be thou an
example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in
spirit, in faith, in purity," emphasizes my meaning. "Be thou a
type of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit,
in faith, in purity."
We have here a subject for another Conference. 'What is it to
be a type of believers ,1 Goi's ideal/in all holy conversation,
charity! Oh, may the Holy Spirit call' us to follow out this
~hought, and endeavour to see what He would have us to be in a
practical sense as the living people of God. They are called in
His Word "the light of the world," and there is no other exemplification as regards this, except as they follow in the steps of Christ.
Oh, may this be the practical result of our Conference, that
the dear children of God may seek to thus walk and follow in His
light, even as He is the Light. The Lord bless every dear brother
who has spoken to us, may He bless all of us, and keep us, looking
lip for the guiding He has promised-cc I will guide thee with Mine
~ye."·

REV. JA~1ES OR!USTON.

DAVID AND JONATHAN.
How precious and refreshing to the heart of David must have been
the true friendship of Jonathan. The Lord brought it to pass for
the relief of poor David, to sustain him in his trials; and if the visit
of Jonathan was so sweet and seasonable to David, what must His
visits be to His poor ones in distress, who is a Friend at all times~
and a Brother born for adversity 1 Jesus, surely, dearest Jesus, if
the kindness, friendship, and love of Jonathan was so constant, well
may we depend upon Thee, whose love is from everlasting, and
whose friendship is like Thyself, "The ,same yesterday, to-day, and
for ever." Do I see Jonathan, a poor creature like myself, and
whose friendship at the highest could be but creature friendship"
thus faithful to his David; and shall I ever more doubt Thy love,
Thy friendship, dearest Jesus, who hastloved Thy blood - bought
children with an everlasting love 1-Dr. Hawker. '

IT is the taste of the heavenly manna that makes 'us more dead
daily to the things below.-Romaine.
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BISHOP HOOPER'S TEACHINGS.
By THE LATE R. HANSON, OF GLOUCESTER.
IN these days of declension from the truth in the Church of England, by men who have subscribed with their hand to her Scriptural
Articles for the sake of her temporalities, and immediately ignore
them by teaching "blasphemous fables and dangerous deceits,"
against which she solemnly protests-when Infidelity .and Popery,
under the milder names of Rationalism and Ritualism, co-exist in
her high places, by the direct influence and' personal choice of the
Chief Minister of the day-it is refreshing to turn to the bold and
uncompromising testimony which was borne by her faithful martyred
Reformers, who went to the stake rather than corrupt the truth of
God and deceive the souls of men. Would that the authors of
recent Episcopal creations were disposed to listen to the wise,
admonitory words of the godly HOOPER, in his.A.nswer to the wily
GARDINER, who afterwards became his relentless persecutor :-" Doubt.
less the princes of the earth, unto whom God committeth the
civil government of the people, shall sustain the ire of God for
their negligent endeavour in this behalf, because they suffer such
preachers and bishops to rule over the consciences of their subjects,
where only the law of God should have place. These things should
move all Christian princes to a reformation of these wrongs, that
God sustaineth by taking away His Word from the people. The
miserable blindness that the people be in, with danger of eternal
damnation, because of idolatry, should cause princes to rue upon
their woeful state and condition."
We now come to the good Bishop's teaching on the Sacrament
of the Lord's Supper :-" First, by the Word of God, we must
know what the nature and use of a sacrament is. The office of a
,sacrament is this: to show unto us outwardly that the merits of
Christ are made ours, for the promise sake which God hath made
unto those that believe; and these sacraments by faith doth applicate
and apply outwardly unto him that in faith receiveth them, the
same grace, the mercy, the same benefits that are represented by
the sacraments, but not so by the ministration of the sacraments,
as though they that receive thelTl. were not before assured of
the same graces and benefits represented by the sacraments. That
were a manifest error; for in case the sacraments could give us very
Christ, the promise of God were in vain, the which always appertain
to the ,peQple of God before they receive any sacrament; but they be
the testimonies of promise, and declare unto us by an infallible verity,
and unto the Church of Christ, that we be the people that God hath
chosen to His mercy, and that by faith we possessed before Christ;
, and in faith, friendship, and amity with God we receive these sacraments, which are nothing else but a badge alid open sign of God's
favour unto us, and that we by this livery declare ourselves to live

830

The Gospel M agazz·ne.

and die in His faith against the devil, the world, and sin. As for
the literal senses of these words, 'This is My body,' which they
[Papists] say must be understood without any trope or figure, proveth
nothing. Christ called Himself a door (John x.); a,vine (John xv.) ;
and yet was, neither door nor vine, ex~ept ye .understand by a door
the only gate into heaven, and by the vine the liquor of grace, that,
comforteth every troubled conscience, and quencheth the ire and dis·
pleasure of God the Father against us for our sins. .. So, though H;e
said wine was His blood, and the bread His body, He meant none
otherwise but that it represented His body; and he that corporally.
with true repentance, did eat of that corporal bread and corporal wine
in faith, did eat spiritually Christ's body and blood. When the
minister delivereth unto me the thing that is in his power to deliver,
to say, the bread and wine, rehearsing the words of Christ's institu~
tion, the Holy Ghost delivereth unto my faith, which is mounted
,and ascended into heaven, the precious body and blood of my Saviol,lr
Jesus Christ spiritually, and not corporally. So doth the merits of
this precious Body in heaven feed my poor wretched soul upon the
earth; and no contradiction or impossibility for Christ's body so to
do. It may be in heaven, and yet extend His virtue by the operation
of the Holy Ghost into my soul, by the means of faith, which at the
time of the receiving of this sacrament is in my soul and out of my
soul; as the Spirit of God is in every godly heart, and out of the
heart in heaven with God; so was God, at the creation of man unto
His own likeness, in man and out of man."
Of the Lord's table and its accessories, he says :-" The more
simple it is, the better it is, and the, nearer unto the institution of
Christ and His Apostles. If the minister have bread, wine, a table,
and a fair table-cloth, let him not be solicitous nor careful for the
rest, seeing they be no ,things, brought in by Christ, but by Popes;
unto whom, if the King's Majesty and his honourable Council have
good conscience, they must be restored again: and great shame it ij;)
for a, noble king, emperor, or magistrate, contrary unto God's Word,
to detain and keep from the devil or his minister any of their goo~s
or treasure, as the candles, vestments, crosses, altars! For if they
be kept in the Church as things indifferent, at length they will be
maintained as things necessary."
,
Such was the testimony. of our own martyred Bishop, whose
memorial is in our midst [at Gloucester], .and whose record is on high!
Are the people of England prepared to repudiate the Reformation.
and return to the bosom of the false and apostate Church of
Rome, who is described in Holy Scripture as "the, woman drunke~
,with the blood of the sain~s, and with the blood of the martyrs of
Jesus," and as "making merchandise of the souls of men" 1 May
God awaken the country to, a true sense of its. danger and responsibility; may He send us upright and genuine Protestant rulers, and
sound and faithful Bishops and Clergy! ,
GODLINESS is called a mystery, which :could not be if the bare light
of reason could discover or fully comprehend it.-Berridge.

,The Gospel Magazt'ne.

MULTUM IN PARVO.
Archbishops ind Bishops of the Established Church, with the
'exception of one Prelate' (the BISHOP of BANGOR); who was too ill to be
'present.. ~et a fortriight ago at Lambeth Palace to confer on questions
:affecting theirOrder.~he proceedillgs were strictly private. It
'has, however, been divulged that the intolerable innovations of a
l;tomanizing character; introduced by the lawless Ritualists, occupied a
Jeading pl,ace ,in the pFoceedings~ Idolatry is now rampant in thousands
o,f ourparishchu~ches. The grossest forms of creature-worship have,
:by the ~acit c(msent-a~d'in some cases with the personal approval"Of their Lordships, obtained such a footing in the Establishment, that
only trenchant lega,} proceedings; and stricter legislative measures wi'U
now be of 'any use. ~o long as a body of clergymen, who have lost all
;sense of their moral obligations to the vows they took at their ordina,tion, are sufl'eredto ,officiate in, and receive the emoluments of
the Reformed Church,
heinous sin against God is committed,. and
lone which ean' only result eventually' in the removal of the national
," candlestick" The policy of the Bishops is to patch up a comproJmise with the~traitor clergy, so, as to retain them within the Church,
'and thus avoid a disruptioI,l. ~ut" what agreement haththe temple of
'God with idols 7" The faitliful in our land must make it perfectly
plain to those 1vho OCC1IPY high places of trust in Church and State
that· compromise with false doctrine and idolatrous practice will not be
toleratl:ld a~ylonger,' arid that nothing less drastic than the putting
down-for the second time in English history-of the blasphemous
Mass Sacrifice "'iU.be tolerated, in the name of God.-We are glad to
am:iounce that it has '1?een determihedby nearly thirty of the English,
Scottish,' and Irish Protestant Societies to hold a united Demonstration
in London immediately before the opening of Parliament, tq pass certain
resolutions condemnatory of Sacerdotalism in the Church, and demanding of our rulers' such action as shall bring to an end the present
scandalous. condition of things, for' which the Bishops are very
largely responsibletD God and. our country.-To find h~w the Church
stands in Liverpo\ll, the Daily Post of that city took recently a Sunday
census. As it made' similar enumerations in 1881 and 1891 the
census shows' what' 'progress 'has been made.
The churches were
divided into Evang~lical, High Churc~, Advanced Church,and nonparty. The attendances at the morning services in 1881 wei'e 22,574;
and, after increasing to 26,088 in 1891, have fallen again to 22,927;
Evening' services are more popular, 'and the attendances have grown from
28,577 in 1881, and 32,223 in 1891, to 33,895 in 1898. The churches
were never ta,xed f6r accommodation, as there are 75,228 "sittings in
the city. The Evangelical churches have lost adherents, and the High
arid Advanced churches increase their numbers. The total increase
at both services over 1881 is about 11,000, which does not show a:
very robust lite' 'in' it city where the Church is particularly strong,
when we consider the growth of p"'pulation in Liverpool and the
suburbs during the period.-A Committee has been formed for the
erection of a monument to LUTHER at Mansfield, in the Hartz Mountains,
'THE,
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which is the smallest of the towns associated with the great Reformer.
-Complaint is. being made by the Bishops of an insufficient supply of
Candidates' for Ordination.. At this no one who is at all acquainted
with the" inwardness" of what is. known as "Church life" need feel
surprise. The immoral position in the Church of England occupied by
the Ritualistic clergy must act as a deterrent influence on honoura~le
minds, and self-respecting young men shrink from becoming associated
with such an anomalous state of things. The fact that those clergy
who are guilty of introducing the Mass and the Confessional have,
notwithstanding, solemnly declared· their allegiance to the Protestant
and Evangelical Articles and Standards of a Reformed Church, is
abhorrent to any conscience which has been illuminated by the Holy
Ghost. Another deplorable aspect of the conduct of the Sacerdotal
clergy is that they have voluntarily entered into a contract with the
Nation, the obligations of which they notoriously violate by teaching
religious doctrines contrary to those received by this Church and Realm.
For, one of the questions put to every candidate for full Orders in
our Established Church is: "Will you then give your faithful diligence
always so to minister the Doctrine and Sacraments, and the Discipline
of Christ, as the Lord hath commanded, and as this Church and Realm
hath received the same, according to the commandments of God: so
that you may teach the people committed to your care and charge
with all diligence to keep and observe the same 1" To that questiollone that forms a fundamental part of a definite contract with the
Nation--the candidate solemnly and definitely makes reply: "I will
so do, by the help of the Lord." Now, every Mass Sacrifice, or quasi
Mass Sacrifice offered by an Angelican clergyman, so ordained, is a
crime committed against the law by which the Church is established,
and renders him open to be charged under criminal law. The time
may come, indeed, when the Act of Uniformity will have to be put in
motion against a refractory "priesthood."-The BISHOP of LONDON
recently appointed the Hon. and Rev. HANBURY TRAOY, of Frome
Selwood, to a living in his diocese, notwithstanding his notoriously
illegal proceedings in the. diocese of Bath and Wells. Yet BISHOP
CREIGHTON tells Mr. KENSIT that he is taking steps to suppress extreme
Ritualism !-The Roman Catholic authorities are taking lively interest
in the ecclesiastical confusion now prevailing in the Church of England,
and do not disguise their amusement at the incapacity of the Bishops
to enforce discipline among the . lawless Ritualistic clergy.-The Disestablishment movement is daily assuming more formidable dimensions
in consequence of the prevalence of Anglican Romanism, and we are
mistaken if a considerable section of the Nonconformist body has not
already decided upon an energetic policy on those lines. It looks as
though nothing but a thorough Church Reform Bill, dealing with
doctrine, ritual, the nomination of Bishops, and the appointment of the
clergy, together with a really substantial preponderance of lay control
in all matters affecting spiritual interests (as distinguished from such
as are merely ecclesiastical and official) could alone meet the. revolutionary condition of things which Romo-Oxford Jesuitism has succeeded
in producing.-The work of the Rev. THOMAS CONNELLAN, of Dublin,
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formerly a priest in the Church of Rome, always commands our
sympathy. We are therefore pleased to note an announcement which
appears in the Protestant organ he so ably edits, The Catholic, to the
following effect: "Our readers will be pleased to hear that we are
making arrangements for enlarging and improving The, Catholic, from
the commencement of 1899. The appearance and size of the magazine
will be changed, while the price and time of publication will remain
unchanged. We are able to do this because of the large circulation
The Catlwlic has reached. Last month we .were obliged to leave out
advertisements from lack of room. The principles and tone of the
magazine will, of course, be the same as during the past seven years.
There is a keen desire to read the magazine in England as well as in
Ireland, There is no land where Light is face to face with Darkness
in ,which The Catholic does not now find a place. Our Roman Catholic
fellow.countrymen read it extensively, and some of our most valuable
agents are still in outward· conformity with the Roman Church. LORD
CADOGAN, as well as the BALFOUR family, wishes to educate us into an
acceptance of a Roman University in Dublin. It is very probable the
constituencies will educate the CECIL and BALFOUR families into the conviction that they ate the I'lervants, not the masters, of the State. For
all these reasons; for the new Paganism in religion which· needs vestments, and incense, and florid music for its existence; because of the
1lowardiceof even good men in the face of the new Jesuit propaganda
for the endowment of Italian ecclesiasticism-for all these. and many
more reasons, we ask our readers to help us to spread the light. We
are familiar with the Woman of the Seven Hills and do not fear her.
I The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting
arms.' "-'-We are heartily thankful that the proposal made by LORD
HALIFAX, president of the Romanizing English Church Union, that a
Round Table Conference should be held, at which Evangelical Churchmen and the Ritualistic troublers of God's Israel should meet, with a
view of entering into a friendly arrangement to. tolerate one anotherat· the expense, let us add, of God's pure truth, and of the principles of
the Protestant Reformation-has come to an ignominious end.
OH, learn to glory in Christ! Think highly of Him, and speak
so too.
Methinks it is the discourse in the world that becomes
Christians best, to be speaking one to another honourably of Jesus
Christ, And of all men the preachers of His Gospel should be most
frequent in this subject.-Archbishop Leighton.
" THE Song of Songs, which is Solomon's." Bride of the Lamb, the
Song is yours, for if anywhere in the oracles of truth the New Song,
which can be learned by none but the redeemed from the earth, and
sung by none but the virgins who follow the Lamb, it must consist
in part of this Song. Emphatically this is a Song which. the men of
earth can never learn; like Christ Himself, it is a stumbling-block
to one,·to another foolishness ; but by this very token will you recognise
the word and image of your Lord, and "bind the book as a crown
upon you," glorying in the reproach of Christ.-Dr. A. M. Stua1't.
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JOR'N JEWELL AND' .HIS· WRITINGS.

c.

BYl'HE EDITOR
,
i3U:hject\oLthe. presenLstudy, must be ':considered as one; \ofthe
:lJlost giftooj ~and influential,. as' well as. ti.rtlygracious, men:l ever
grante.d .by rHod to this :mucllifavoured: 'Church arid NationJNo
trifling.commendation. "this,. sureliY" ~vhen': .we recall ,the long. listJ,(j)f
p.io.m. ,worthies ,rais.ea :up"by '.thee .Giver: o£ all good: during ,the :pro.t<iluged history•. of: the' British Church.. '.
: '
. '.,.:~
.. _Th_e ;period,.'whenJo,HN JEW:ELL was ca~led. upon to ,discharge . the
r,esponsible :kuilc.tions iaseparable from the possession .of!;sanctified
:spholarship,,~was one: of:\extraordinary actLvity ,on 'the part:!of the
Papacy, whicb, throughout the, reforming reigns' of HENRY VIlI. ,and
EDWARD VI.,. had received deep and deadly wounds.
G,. JEWELL was .born. May'24th,d522, at Buden"in the parish of: Berry
:N.arber, near Jlfraeombe.His father came. of an ancient.s,to.ck,..•but
not beingwealthy,.and having a numerous: family, JOHN, hiswyoungest
-son, -'vas in dbted,.in .early:life, to some .benevolent friends! for, assistance, ,which enabled him.' to;~purs\le his: studies. He Jreceived: the
,rudiments. of; his .education >at several schools;' in the '.last of
these, at Barnstaplc.", He, had for his schoolfellow HARDING,One
~v.ho afterwards, as, a .Jesuit,ubecame his most zealous and. bitter
antagonist.
, :At, an: early age JEWELL gave indications of. great talent, . and an
earnest. desire for knowledge. ~At thirteen, he. was entered at. Merton;
9xford,. where. his. first. tutor, was .a Mr. BURREY, "a man' meanly
Jearned ,and. somewhat. tainted ;with Popery." .. This tutor;- having
another: pupil, committed JEWELL to the care of Dr. JOHN PARKHURST,
-who·' .in later. ·.years :became ,the Evangelical Bishop of Norwich.
P .AlRKHUf{Sl', ...being desirous of seasoning with '. pure religion,; as well
as ~ with other wholesome learning, .the mind of his young charge, took
occasi<,m 'often., to.dispute before, him, with. BURREY, ,UpOll certain:
controverted points'; .and, jntending to compare the' translations: of
the Bible by COVERDALE and 'l'INDAL, gave JEWELL one version to
l:ead, hjmself over~ooking thE! oth~r, , 'l'hus the you~hful studIJnt \vas
led daily to a c~o,se acquaintance with· the Holy Scriptures. (. Sofavour~
ably)mpre§sedwith JEWELL'S talent and intelligence was l'ARKJfURS1:;
that h~ was led to sflY of him, in words which: were aJterw,ards ·~tiIly
realized, H Surely, Paul's Cro~s .will one day ring, of this boy!."" 'fhe
exemplary habits of the'lad at college may be illustrated by the record
iJvhicn history has left of. him. Reused' regJ[larly to rise at.: four' in
tl;1e morning,' retiring at ten at night, was 'never reprima,nded .for
any, of his exercises, and but once· for absence from. chapel. Such
:was his memory that he could repeat "Horace" by heart, while' he
gave many other surprising proofs of mental quickness and power/l of
retention.
.
:. In October, 1540, he took his first degree with great. applause.
His reputation for lear.ning grew, and at length, Dr. PARKHURST placed
his. , own:, son ,under the. care of his former pupil, 'until One [3ERL:I!:S
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(Vicar of St. Peter's, Oxford), ,an enemy to all reforms, succeededil}
separating them. ,:We a~e told that he was alarmed at JEWELL'S
design to instt;ucthis 'pupil in 'Greek (!), the study of which was then
considered almost a 'proof of heresy!
.,
In 1544 J E'yELL ,-Commenced I Master of Arts, -the expenses being
defrayed by PARKHtJRST,who then held 'the valuable rectory of 'Cleve in
Gloucestershire.
,-;
, ,
"
After the accession ofEInvARD VI., the Reformation proceeded more
regularly, and with' greater rapidity." PETER MARTYR wal:! at this
time invited by the king from Germany, and settled 'as Professor
of Divinity at Oxford; J EWELL profited much by' this appointment;
and with the help' of shorthand characters (which he invented)' ,,'as
able to take down nearly the whole of the lectures.'
,"
,
In 1551 he took his degree-RD., ,,,hen he preached'> a Latin sermon,
taking for' his text, "If any man speak, let him speak as "the
'oracles of -God." Even some of his Roman Catholic enemies appear
to have entertained for his piety and learning a sincere regard. The
"Dean of his College, who' was a fierce and bigoted Papist, would
sometimes say to him, "I should love thee, J EWELL, if thou wert not
a Zuinglian. In thy faith thall art a heretic: but surely in thy life
thou art an angel. Thou art very good and 'honest, 'but a Lutheran."
Being presented toa small living near Oxford, he preached and
catechised in his own church every alternate Sunday, and on the
other expounded at Oxford with much credit to himself and no small
blessing to others.
Then came' the' death -of ·the· godly young King EDWARD, and, the
ominous accession of MARY TUDon. To none more than to J EWELL' was
the latter event suggestive of danger andevenef death, for' God had
largely and singularly used him as His instrument for the diffusion -of
the doctrines of grace, in opposition to the Pelagian tenets of Popery.
His enemies soon laid it snare fo1' His feet. This they did by askin~
him to draw up 'a letter of congratulation to the,Popil;lh Queen in the
name of the University, well knowing that if he refused the :task he
would expose himself to the imputation ef disloyalty, and if he
consented he would give' great offence te the Protestants throughout
England. Aware of the -dilemma to which he was reduced, he
extricated himself frem this artful trap by discreetly penning; the
letter in such general terms as 'satisfied the Court, and yet gave no
umbrage to the friends of the Gospel. But wh11e J EWELL was reading
the letter he had dra,vn ~p -to Dr. TRESHAM (the Papist Vice-Chancellor)
,the great bell of Christ Church began to toll for Mass, wh'en the
Doctor broke O:!fcJEwELL'S attention from 'what he was reading,' and
exultantly exclaimed,'" 0 delicate and sweet harmony, 0 beautiful
Mary; how musically she sounds, how strangely she pleases my ears !1
Indeed, that bell rang the knell of the Gospel in Oxford, and the fair
hopes of the Reformers were' destined, for a while, to be drowned in
the blood and tears which the cruelties of MARY and her merciless
Church were now so plentifully to shed.
'
Shortly after; JEWELL, for refusing to be present at the celebratio~
of Mass, was driven from his College, and forced to quit his Fellowsh-ip.
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For a while he lay hid at Broadgates Hall (now Pembroke), where
his friends and scholars privately repaired to him; and in the learned
and'the religious, knowledge which he communicated to them they
received more than compensation for the risk they ran. Some Popish
spies presently discovering JEWELL'S hiding place, he was confronted
by his adversaries, and in an hour' of human weakness-like the
Apostle Peter and the Reformer CRANMER-he was tempted by Satan
to deny his Lord and Master.
He now signed a paper involving
him in a profession of certain errors of the Church of Rome, although
the Papists who urged him to this deplor'l,ble act neither loved, nor
trusted, nor honoured him a iwhit' the more for' this his subscription,
wherein is furnished us a sad example of the truth of the Saviour's
solemn words, "No man can serve two masters." "Thus "~reflects
FULLER in his Church Histol'Y-" the most orient JEWEL on earth
has some flaws therein.
To conceal this his fault had been
partiality; to excuse it, flattery; to defend it, impiety; to insult
.(lver it, cruelty; to pity him, churity; to admire God for permitting
him,true devotion; to be wary of ourselves on like occasion, Christiari
discretion."
Indeed, I cannot forbear to add yet a few further words from this
quaint, though truly worthy and weighty historian. Reflecting on
poor JEWELL'S carnal attempt to escape the fiery rage of Rome by
subscribing to the Christ dishonouring doctrines of Popery he says:" Such as go out when God, openeth them a door to escape do
peaceably escape. But such as break ont at the \vindow either stick
in the passage, or bruise themselves by falling down on the outside.
.JEWELL may be :an instance hereof, whose cowardly compliance made
his foes no fewer without him, and one the more (a guilty ~conscience)
within him."
JEWELL had to flee for his life. With great difficulty he reached
Germany. Arriving at Frankfort, in 1554, our Protestant refugee
had the happiness to board in the same house with Dr. EDWIN
SANDYS, who had likewise fled from England on account of his
religion, by whose wise and Christian advice, together with that of
.(lther godly men, he made a solemn and affecting recantation of his
subscription at Oxford to the errors of Antichrist, in the presence
.(If a full congregation of English Protestants ~n a Lord's Day
morning, after having preached a sermon of a most tenderly penitential
.character.
'
"It was," said he, "my abject and cowardly mind and faint heart
that made my weak hand commit this wickedness." He bitterly
bewailed his fall; and with sobs' and, tears supplicated forgiveness of
the God whose truth he had denied, and of, the Church of Christ,
whom he had so grievously offendeq.. We are further touchingly
.assured, that, if the eyes of the preacher, on this occasion, were wet
those of 4is auditory were not dry; and, from thenceforward, all
embraced him as a brother in Ohrist; yea, as an angel of God.
"Whoever seriously considers," adds Dr. FULLER, "the high parts of
Mr. JEWELL, will conclude that his fall was necessary for his
humiliation! "
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During the season of his b~nishment from England, while MARY
ruled the Protestant interests of' our country with a rod of Papal
bigotry and tyranny, JEWJl:U had, in the good providence of God, the
great privilege of communing with many of the choicest of those
servants of the Lord Jesus Christ who at that time were enduring
hardness for the sake of the pure Gospel. At Strasburg, especially,
Dr. PETER MARTYR'S companionship was gratefully appreciated. Nor
was such fellowship only profitable to the fugitive English Divine,
for we are told that at this time JEwELL gave MAR,TYR important
assistance in the publication of his valuable Lectures on the Book of
Judges. JEWELL also tasted largely of the bOUJ;lty of CAi.,vIN· and
MELAKCTHON, who remitted him as they also did to other English
Protestant refugees, occasional sum;>; of money, although their own
revenues-CALvIN'S whole stipend at Geneva amounted to about
£25 sterling per an.num:-were by no means affluent.
But the God of salvation who knows how "to deliver the
godly out of temptation," had by this time an effectual door of escape
for His many captive servants now seeking refuge among their brethren
on the Continent of Europe. That mighty hinderer of the Reformation
cause in England, QUEEN MARY, was called to her final account
November 17th, 1558, in the forty-third yeal' of her age, after a
blood-stained reign. unexampled in the chequered history of our beloved
country-thus affording a providential call to the Protestant exiles
to return to their rightful inheritance; and to enter afresh on the
blissful service of preaching the Gospel of the unsearchable riches of
Christ.
JEWELL was found amongst the foremost of the happy band of the
disciples of Jesus who retraced their steps to our Satan-torn land
when the happy news of ELIZABETH'S accession to the throne was
announced on the European Continent. I use the word" happy" in
a more general sense than I fain would do, for nowhere in the
course of her important public or private life did ELIZABETH afford
that clear, spiritual evidence that, like the young Josiah, EmvARD, she
was really a partaker of that knowledge which is "life eternal." No
doubt, ELIZABETH'S judgment gave preference to the Reformed Faith,
but that renewal of heart, which her regal brother undoubtedly knew,
was sadly lacking in the prosecution of her Church and State
ministrations.
Her views were not so simple, nor her proceedings so decided, as
her true-hearted followers desired. She adhered to Roman Catholic
ceremonial with a suspicious preference. '1'he proud usurpation of the
POPE' of ROME, and his pretensions as being her spiritual superior"
alas! alone seryed to curb her Tudor power and domination.
Nevertheless, God's predestined counsel must stand, and He
failed not to use His well trained instrument to further those
settled designs for the establishment of His Church and cause in
Englaild.
JEWELL on his return to his native land' rapidly rose to a' position
otspiritual influence. His q,ualifications, having been Divinely designed
to fit him, in the age in which he lived, to take a foremost place,
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no sinister influence, on the part of punyJ;Uan, could hinder his
ebedierrce to J ehovah's sovereign will.
',.,
", In July, 1559, he was appointed one of the QUEEN ELIZABETH'S Comlllissioners to visit the Dioceses of Sarum, ,Exeter, Bristol, Bath and
Wells; ancl Gloucester;,' and to weed them as much as possible of
;Popery.. [Pause J Might we 'no.t well, pray, three hundred yearS" later,
~or a royally appointed commission to inquire into the Popery of the
~lf-same diocese 1]
,', ,
"
•
, ,Not many months after, as a rewa;rd for his distinguished lea;rning
and merit, JEwELL was consecrated Bishop of Salisbury. At a time
when, for the most, part, the occupants of the Episcopal bench were
men sound in, the Evangelical ,faith, eminent for personal holiness, and
l'eJ;Uarkab~e for their profOlmd erudition, JOHN JEW)J:LL was prominent
f,or the fervour of his graces, the sanctity of his life, and his laboriousness in the vineyard of the Lord Jesus Christ.
,/rhis learned· divine of the Reformation period, while highly distiJ;lguished, ,for hisactivityas an admi,nistrator of the diocese of
Salisbury, over which he was, set, .was mainly designed in the great
purpose of eur God tQproduce, by means of his fluent and invincible
pen, an answer to the attacks of the, Papal Antichrist upon the
lleligious and patriotic revolution which we commonly designate the
Reformation.
,
, P·assing by the .other numerous but inestimable devotional productions .of J EWELL, and others .directed agai l1st the corrupt Church
of Rorne, and in defence of our Reformed and Bjble-founded Church
of England, it is well that we should give attention to that
learned, logical, and still unanswered work of the learned BISHOP
of SALISBURY, The Apology of the Ohurch of England, of which,
BLUNT, in his trustworthy and compact Sketch of the Refol'mati01i
(page 305) says :---" His Apology, and his D~lence of it, were:
the crowning works ,of the Reform!ttion, and may be regarded,
0n. the whole, as those in which its doctrines are put upon record by
one of the best qualified of all men to assert them with authority,
both from his intimate knowledge of the subject, the personal inter;
()ourse he had enjoyed with its .chief promoters, and the favourable,
moment· at which he wrote."
; 'TP:OMAB HARDING, JEWELL'S old Barnstaple schoolfellow, was, by his
bitter Papal opposition, largely the means of drawing forth the overwhelming skill and learning and Scriptural knowledge of the Protestant
BISHOP of SALISBURY. The Apology of the OkUl'ch of England, of
which, Dr.WYLIE, in his inestimable History of Protestantism (lately
published by Messrs. CASSELL and Co." London), observes :-" It did
more than the work of any other man of that· age to demonstrate the
falsehood of the, Popish system, and. the impregnable foundations in
reason and truth on which the Protestant" Church, reposed. Its,
publication invested the Reformed cause in England with a. prestige
it had lacked till then." As a further proof of the potency of the
Apology ofJEWELL, I may l'emind you that it was translated. into
German" Italian, French, Spanish, Dntch and Greek.
"',,
Many Popish controversialists attempted to. reply to this ~asterly
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exposition of Reformation principles, but to their feeble efforts,
J EWELL addressed a further publication known as .A. Defence of t,he
Apology for the Church of England, first printed in 1564. Inso great
esteem was this treatise held that it was ordered by QUEEN ELIZABETH
and KING JAMES I. to be read in every parish church in England and
Wltles, and that each such place for public worship should be furnished'
with a copy, chained to the wall.
In a few of our country churches
this excellent Protestant work was some time since still to be found,
but I am regretful1y unable at the present time to give the names of
any surviving examples.
On the 26th of ¥ay, 1565, the University of Oxford conferred the
degree of D.D. on him in his absence, and in the following yeahe had the honour of sitting as Moderator at ,the Divinity dis
putations which were held before Her Majesty. Providence had
furnished this great' Evangelical and Protestant Prelate with all those
gistinguishing qualifications which were needed for the prominent
position he was predestined to occupy in furthering the important
work of our Church's Reformation.
His memory was phenomenal.,
Nevertheless, in his sermons he was jealously careful to prepare his
matter, not presuming on his remarkable resources. To this gracious
Bishop, perhaps, rather than to any other of the Reformers of the
sixteenth century, does the Church of England of to-day owe gratitude
~or a vindication of its action and policy in severing itself three
hundred years ago from the corrupt Papal Communion, and therefore
from the doom ~hich Divinely awaits it.
Worn out by anxiety, labour, and study, this brilliant ornament of
the English Reformation is reported by some to have laid aside the
weapons of his Christian warfare when on his way to visit the Diocese'
()fBristol. Another acCOunt says that when, in a very weak state of
health, he was riding to a place called Laycock, near Melksham; where
lie proposed to preach the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, a gentleman, who much revered him, seeing his dangerous condition, besought
ihim to return home, it being better, he said, "that the people should
want one sermon than that the Church of God should lose such a
preacher." To whom the faithful servant of the Lord replied, "It
,becomes a Bishop to die in the pulpit, preaching the Gospel." He.
went forward, preached his sermon-his last sermon~on "Walkin
the Spirit "-rapidly sank, and finally resigned his spirit into the hand3
of his Redeemer, September 23rd, 1571, in the ,fiftieth year of his
age. He was interred in his ,cathedral church, where his gravestone;
with his name, yet remains. The truly martyr character of J EWELL is
manifest by his farewell remarks. Having gathered ,round him his
family, he expounded to them a portion of Holy Scripture, and as they
!\tood weeping around his bed, he said, "It has !tlways been my
~esire that I might glorify God by sacrificing my life unto de~th'':in
,defence of His truth. But though God hath not granted my desite,
,yet I rejoice that my body is exhausted and worn' away in the labours
of my"holy calling. Christ is my righteousness. Father, Thy will
dpne.Thy will, I· s~y, not mine, which is imperfect· and depraved;
"This day, quickly, Jet me see the Lord 'Jesus."
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In conclusion, let me earnestly press on. my readers, especially on
my younger readers, to make themselves acquainted in these perilous
times with the learned, Scriptural, and unanswerable work of BISHOP
JEWELL, the immortal Apology.
Read it, study it, prove it by the
infallible Word of God. Pray over it, and you will find yourselves
clad with panoply which the casuistry of, neither Romanists nor
Ritualists will be able to resist.
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THE BEACON FIRES OF BRITAIN.
'l'HE following spirited lines are, we believe, from the pen of the
widow of the late Dean GOODE, of Ripon, one of the most scholarly,
laborious, and scriptural exponents of Reformation principles whom
the Church of England has possessed during the present century.
A pamphlet of his,. Rome's Tactics, should be in the hands of all
true Protestants, for it has a direct bearing on passing events affecting Conformity, Nonconformity, and the Papacy.
Those" Beacon-Fires of Britain,"
Say-are they burning still ?
Or, are their ashes slumb'ring,
In Vale, on Plain, on Hill ?

"Awake! " ye men of Britain,
Take" the two-edged sword" §
Ye" DebOl:ahs" awakenAnd triumph through your Lord •.

Our" Protestant Forefatherii,"
The" narrow way" who trod;
The "Cranmers," "Ridleys," .. Latimers"
Now " r~st " "" beneath the sod.

" Truth's Girdle" 11 is not slackened,
-Still cowardly spirits quailThe " Word of God" grown
mightily, ,
Must o'er all foes" prevail."

They left us a fair" Heritage," t
'[ 0 Lord, bless every effort,
But now we weep-with shameSustain us by Thy" Might" **
Our" Vineyard "~ is invaded,
That we may do our duty,
Traitors possession claim.
And, " guided by Thy Light " Learn that Thy gracious promise
Thou never wilt withdraw,
That every heart shall know Thee,
And love a.nd keep Thy law.
I. GoODE.
• Revelation xiv. 13.
t Psalm lxi. 5; cxix. HI; Isaiah !iv. 17; Jeremiah iii. 19.
t Isaiah v. 7; Psalm lxxx. 8·19..
§ Hebrews h-. 12. "For the Word of God is living, and powerfl,ll, and sharper,
than any two-edged sword;" (Var. Tcacher s Bible Ver.)
.11 Ephesians vi. 14.
'
'IT Acts xix. 20. "So mightily grew the Word of God. and prevailed." . Act~.
vi. 7; xii. 24.
•• 1 Chronicles xxix. 12; 2 Chronicles xx. 6.
,
"In Thy light do we see light." .Psalm xxxvi. 9 . (Var. Teacher's Bible Ver.)
.. The Law is light." Prov. vi. 23 (i.e., the teaching is light), Var. Teacher's
Bible Ver.)
.
.
"I will put My la.w.". Jer. xxxi. 33, 34 (i.e., My teaching), (Var. Tea.cher's.'
Bible Ver.)
See also Hebrews viii. 10, 11, " And they shall not teach every man his fellowcitizen, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know:
Me from the least to the greatest." (Var. Teacher's Bible VQr.)
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THE PROTESTANT MONTH.
THE staunch and old-established organ of independent Evangelical
thought, the Protestant Standard (Liverpool) had a timely article last
month bearing the above heading, which greatly pleased us, we trust
the object of the Protestant Standard in publishing the article was, in
the result, largely fulfilled, for one of the most important needs of the
pre~ent eventful Protestant crisis is that the people at large shall be
brought into touch with the historic past of England's strnggles with
the Papal Antichrist. Our faithful Protestant contemporary aptly
remarks:.
November has been termed the Cl Protestant Month," and for
the special reason that it is a month of anniversary, connected with
important events bearing on the history of Protestantism. In that
excellent publication, Things to Come, Dr. BULLINGER,' who is the
editor, directs attention to the following : Nov. 4 is the birthday of William Ill. (1650) and also his wedding
day with Mary (1677).
5 is the anniversary of the discovery of the Gunpowder
"
Plot (1605), and also of the landing of King William Ill.
at Tor Bay.
" 10 is the birthday of Martin Luther (1483) and of Dean
Goode (1801), who has been called" the Modern Luther."
" 12 Richard Baxter was born (1615).
" 15 William Cooper was born (1731).
" 17 Death of Queen Mary and Accession of Queen Elizabeth
(1558), called- "Queen Elizabeth's day," and observed with
great demonstration from 1679 till the Accession of
George 1. quieted the fears of the people as to any danger
to the Protestant succession to the throne.
" 23 Royal Order, substituting Tables for Altars in Churches
.
(1550).
" 24 John Knox died (1572). Archbishop Sandcroft, the leader
of the seven bishops, died (1693). Thanksgiving day in
the United States.
" 29 The fall of Cardinai Wolsey, the enemy of the Reformation
in England (1530).
The late Dean Goode regarded in a special manner the importance
'Of keeping in remembrance the 17th of November by the English
nation. On the occasion of the Tercentary of the first permanent
Establishment of the Reformation in this country by the accession
'Of Queen Elizabeth. the rev. gentleman we have named preached at
St. Mary's, Lothbury, London, on Sunday, November 21st, 1858. In
the course of his observations on the occasion the rev. gentleman
said :-" The reason why I have this day called your attention to
this subject is, that on Wednesday last occurred the three hundredth
anniversary of the accession of Queen Elizabeth to the throne of
these realms, and the consequent establishment of the Reformation
in this country upon a permanent basis, from which by God's mercy,
3 0
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it has never yet been removed. Of that day we may still say, in the
words of Archbishop Whitgift, when preaching on its return at a
former poriod, that it not only delivered us from the cruelty and
tyranny of the Bishop of Rome, but also opened unto us the door of
the Gospel, and as yet keepeth it back."
We sincerely trust that all of the aforesaid anniversaries we have
named will be duly honoured, for most assuredly there never was a
time when God's great deliverances should be more gratefully remembered, nor has there ever been a time when the perpetu'ation
of those deliverances should be more jealously guarded and courageously
~
defended.
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EMMANUEL, GOD ,WITH US.
and dearest to hearts that adore Him,
Ever delightful this glorious theme!
Come to His footstool and worship before Him,
Crowning Him Jesus, the One all supreme.

NEAREST

Come, with the gold of a people's devotion;
Come with the incense of gratitude sW,eet ;
Hearts overflowing with loving emotionThese are the offerings to lay at His feet.
Take, then, the gifts we would bring Thee, dear Saviour,
Graciously deign Thine acceptance, we pray:
Poor though they be, yet regard them with favour,
Grant us the seal of Thy blessing to-day.
Shout, 0 ye ransomed, our Day-star has risen,
Jesus, Emmanuel, comes in His might,
Freeing the captive from sin's awful prison,
Filling ,the earth with His glorious light.
Worship Him, then; who has brought us salvation;
Kings of all lands shall His favour entreat;
Come, then, ye people of every nation,
Come with your homage and bow at His feet.
EDITH MARSH.
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SIN took away our righteousness, and made us sinners; sin took
l?'way life, and brought.in death; sin took away the blessing of. God,
and brought us the curse of God. Christ, as our Surety, put away sin
from before God, as if it had never been. The debt was demandecl:Christ paid it: satisfaction was demanded-Christ made it.-Romaine.
"HEthl;,t cometh unto God must believe that He is," saith the
Apostle.
So, certainly, he who believes that, must come; it will
sweetly constrain him: he cannot but come who is so persuaded.
Were men's hearts much impressed with that belief in all their troubles
they would eye men less and God more, and without delay they would
fasten upon the Church's resolution, "Come and let us return unto
the Lord;, for He hath torn, and He will heal us; He hath smitten,
and He will bind us up."-Archbishop Leighton.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE LATE CANON BELL, D.D.
WITH sincere sorrow we record the death of the Rev. CANON BELL'
best knowl;l as Rector of Cheltenham, and author of various sound
and spiritual publications, amongst the' latter being many beautiful
hymns.· The deceased clergyman was one of the most valued friends
of the late BISHOP WALDEGRAVR, upon whom, as one of his diocesan
clergy, ,he conferred the distinction of an honorary canonry in Carlisle
Cathedral.
CANON BELL, who had attended his daughter's wedding in London
on the 10th ult., slept at the National Club, Whitehall Gardens, the
same night, retiring to rest in apparently his usual health. While
dressing next morning, however, he was very suddenly called home"
at the ripe age of eighty. He was the son of Mr. HENRY HUMPHREY
BELL, and was born in 1819 at Ballymaguigan, couJ;lty Derry. After
attending the Edinburgh Academy and the Royal School at Dungannon he entered Trinity College, Dublin, as Queen's Scholar, in'
1839, and was Vice-Chancellor's Prizeman for English verse in 1840,.
l841, and.1842. Mter graduating in 1842 Mr. BELL was ordained
in the. following year.
The English Ohurchman, in an appreciative obituary notice of the
.deceased servant of Christ, remarked :-" Through the sudden death
of CANON BELL the Church of England loses one of its most faithful
and loving Pastors. His long ministry at Cheltenham, leaving behind
it, in its spiritual results, a more abiding memorial than even the new
and splendid church. which he erected, had indeed already closed,
but his personal influence continued to be largely felt in the
Evangelical body. He was a whole-hearted, true-hearted Protestant, a
warm supporter' of the Church Association and Protestant Churchman's Union, as of other efforts for the defence of the Reformation.
With poetic powers of no mean order, and a great delight in nature'
and art, his spiritual preaching was like a rippling brook, full .of.music and beauty. The Church (If Bngland Hymnal, which he
edited in conjunction with the Rev. H. E. Fox, contains some of
his own hymns, which show that he possessed the divine gift of
song.
"The message' Come up higher' reached him so suddenly that he
literally never saw death. Probably the exertion of his lecture on
SAVONAROLA-his last effort to promote a Protestant spirit amongst
his old flock at Cheltenham-may have hastened his end. The day
before his home-call he wrote to an old friend to whom he was coming
upon a visit that 'he felt unwell, and must be getting home.' He
knew not how near it was!
. "The wide circle of his mourning friends can never cease to offer
thanks for the exceeding grace of God given to His dear servant,
enabling him in a remarkable degree to combine with very decided
and unfaltering devotion to the truth much of 'the meekness and
gentleness of Christ.' A singularly gentle and affectionate natural
character might have proved a danger, had it not been braced and,
strQugthened by fidelity to the truth. 'Speaking the truth in love/'
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he grew up into Christ, who is the Head in all things. and leaves us
a bright example of Christian character, whose perfection lies in the
union of truth and love. Truth alone may be rugged and rude,
wounding love's gentle spirit. Love alone may be soft and effeminate;
enfeebling truth. Oh, for grace to blend them aright! Each, perfect in itself, becomes more perfect in union. In CANON BELL love
lent tenderness to truth, and truth gave firmness to love, and so,
through grace, his life and ministry· resembled His who is 'full of
grace and truth.' 'Beauty and strength are in God's sanctuary'
above, and ministers of Christ in whom they meet and blend were
never more needed in the Church below."
CANON BELL was a warm-hearted supporter of the Church Association and other Protestant organizations, and occasiomilly wrote for
the pages of the English Chuj"~hrnan and the .Record. He was a
man of deep culture, of tried piety, and his writings, addresses, and
sermons were marked by singular beauty of thought and style.·
The EDITOR of the GosPEr, MAGAZINE enjoyed real Christian fellowship with him during many years, and received a short note from
him on a literary subject only four days prior to his sudden, but
glolious call into the presence of his adored Lord and Master.

~.orrtsp.onb.ent't.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor of the G08pel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-The following letter from an ex-lighthouse keeper has.
just come to hand. He very highly esteems the GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
of which he has been a reader for many years:I beg to return my sincere thanks for your kindness in sending me
the books, which have been very comforting and profitable to me in
my declining years. I have much to bless and praise the Lord for, who
has so ordered it, as to favour me with sitting under a free-grace GO.ilpel
and bringing me: safe through many dangers. by sea and land. I
pray the Lord may bless me with the li~ht. of His countenance that
my remaining days may be devoted to His honour and glory. I pray
that the Lord may bless and crown your labours of love with suc~ess.
that it may be a blessing to many souls.
FROM LONDON.
Your two most welcome parcels of good reading came safely to hand
yesterday. I am:very grateful for them, they help to do a lot of good on
the river. The contents of your parcels are much appreciJ.ted by both
sailors and bargemen.
With many thanks for your kindness in inserting these letters.
monthly in the valuable Magazine,
Yours sincerely,
St. Mark's Road, Salisbu1"y, November 8th, 1898.
R. K BRIDER.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
WE have been on the very verge of a war with France, but, thank
God, it has been averted, at least, for the present. Envy seems to
have been at the root of the matter. The French are annoyed at
the marvellous extension of our colonial dominious, and at the success
which has attended our management of, them; and knowing that their
own colonial enterprises have been a great failure, they, in their
envy, tried to interfere with our projects on the Nile, and to rob us
of some of the fruits of our recent campaign in the Soudan. For
this purpose they hurriedly despatched an officer to seize a portion
of land' on the Nile which belonged to the KHEPIVEOf EGYPT, on
whose behalf we have been fighting, and they expressed their determination to hold it at all costs and hazards. This, if persevered in,
would have amounted to a distinct declaration of war, and who can
say what the results might have been1 Happily, however, our
rulers showed a bold and determined front, and intimated that they
'were not to be trifled with. Acting also upon the maxim of Lord
p AL~1ERSTO.N, that "the surest way to preserve peace is to be prepared for war," they energetically began to prepare our fleets for ia
serious emergency; and our neighbours have seen fit to withdraw
from their menacing position. It has been a sad and an unedifying
specta,cle. Two civilized nations, and professedly Christian nations,
ready to plunge into a most horrible and deadly warfare with each
other, just because one is envious of the other. We do not want
any more land in Africa; there is a vast extent of it there whiQh
the French may take possession of if they choose, without ~ny inter.
ference on our part; but we do want to reap the fruits of a great
and noble work which, in the providence of God, we were 'nationally
induced to take up, namely, the destruction of one of the most
barbarous tyrannies which the world has ever known, and the liberation of a downtrodden people from its fiendish influence; and we want
to perpetuatE! that work by opening up, by telegraphic and railway
communication, the interior of the vast continent of Africa, one of
the surest ways of putting a permanent stop to the horrors of slavery
and of such tyrannies as that which we have destroyed. Weought
really to be commanded, and sympathized with, by our neighbours,
in this endeavour, but they seem to be unable to get rid of the idea
that we are actuated solely by motives of self-interest and self.
aggrandizement, and they have exhibited, and they continue to
exhibit, a most bitter feeling towards us. One pleasing feature connected with this affair has been the remarkable unanimity which
has prevailed amongst all classes of our countrymen respecting it.
We have amongst us many differences of opinion upon many different
subjects, put when this threatened emergency arose, it was evident
that our countrymen were willing to 'sink all those differences, and
to stand together shoulder to shoulder, to perform our nation's duty
3 02
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and to further our nation's weal. At the same time, we have been
afresh reminded by these recent events· of a very serious consideration, namely, that in spite of all the advances and supposed improvements of modern times, wars still arise almost unannounced, arid with
very little reason arid with strange rapidity. As LORD SALISBURY
stated in an important speech 'which he made at the Mansion House,
"The storm cloud rises on the horizon with a rapidity that baffles
all calculation, and it may be only a month or two months after the
first warning you have received that. you are engaged or in prospect
of a war upon which your very existence may be staked." And so
it will always be until the Second Advent of the Prince of Peace.
EVERY effort which is made to bring together our colonies, and to
connect them more closely with the Mother Country, is worthy of
favourable consideration, and generally of cordial support. We therefore heartily welcome the proposal which has been made to establish
penny postage to all parts of the British Empire. The full carrying
out of this proposal depends upon the acquiescence of the different
colonies themselves. Several have already signified their acquiescence,
.including Canada (which signalised the PRINCE of WALES' birthday by
passing a law on that day to that effect), India, and the Cape of Good
Hope, and it is to be hoped that all our other colonies will speedily
imitate their example. The new arrangement will' come into force on
next Christmas Day, and very suitably so, for there is little dQubt
that it will have a great effect in promoting the spirit of that day,
peace, unity, and goodwill.
Mr. HENNIKER HEATON, M.P. for
Canterbury, to whom the practical carrying out of this new arrangement is greatly due, has another step of almost equal importance in
view, namely, to establish perfect electrical communication between every
part of the Empire. " At present," he says, " it costs half a guinea a
word to telegraph to some parts of the world, but I think that people
who are in constant communication with each other are less likely to
quarrel than those kept in savage isolation. You would hardly believe
that out of every no messages received from Australia by
telegraph, only one is of a social or family character; while from
India there is only one out of 300. I believe that a penny-a-word
electrical telegraph system would be so utilised that it would draw
the peoples of the British Empire still closer together. Imperial
communication never 'will be perfect until we can telegraph to the
Antipodes as cheaply as we can telegraph between London and Kent.
Bear in mind this great fact-that during the last fifteen years a
quarter of a million of people have annually left this country for
various parts of the Empire and America, and it is of the highest
possible importance to make communication between these people and
their friends in :the old country as easy as speech, and as free as air,
and thus retain their loyalty to the country of their birth."
THE LORD CHIEF JUSTICE has recently spoken in very strong terms
upon a subject which we have previously alluded to in these pages,
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namely, to the evils,-the widespread distress and disaster,-which are
caused by fraudulent and unsound company-formation. He said:"I take this opportunity, which I think is suitable, to call your
attention to another class of fraud which is rampant)n this community
-fraud of a most dangerous kind, widespread in its operation,
touching all classes, involving great pecuniary loss to the community,
a loss largely borne by those the least able to bear it, and, much more
important than this, fraud which is working insidiously to undermine
and corrupt the high sense of public morality. I need not tell you
I am alluding to the fraud!! practised in abuse of the law relating to
the formation of companies with limited liabilities. That law has
effected much good; its object was to enable that to be done by
honest co-operation of the many which could not be done by the
unaided efforts and resources of one or of few; but it has been, I am
sorry to say, in many cases prostituted by the greed of unscrupulous
persons in a· hurry to obtain great wealth, without being willing to
put .forth for its acquirement honest toil and honest endeavour. This
fraud, like the mythological character Proteus, has assumed many and
various aspects and disguises, and the problem which is not yet
solved as I conceive, and as experience shows, by existing legislation,
is to reconcile the useful operation of that Act with such machinery
as, if it cannot wholly prevent, will minimise evils of the nature and
character to which I have' referred. One common cause of 10SIS, and
one common mode of perpetrating the frand, even if a concern is solid
an~ worthy, is over-capitalisation. A concern which is honestly worth
£100,000, and which upon that capital value might well pay a decent
return for investment, becomes an imposition if inflated to satisfy the
greed of the middleman, the promoter, to cover extravagant advertising
charges, extravagant fees for expert reports, gifts in money or in
shares to procure directors, ay, and even to procure the introductiOl,l
of directors. By these means it is offered to the public at an inflated
price of two or three times its actual value, and need I say that in
such a case loss and failure are certain 1 Another is that utterly
worthless concerns are foisted upon the public. The same machinery
-is used, but it is a machinery which resorts to the grosser forms of
misrepresentation and fraud. There was one case in which a property
was sold, or, at least, was purported by the vendor to be sold, a
property on the West Coast of Africa, for a sum of £48,000, when
there was no property in existence at all. Another mode of fraud
which is practiced is this-going to allotment on insufficient capital. I
said that great pecuniary losses had followed from these nefarious
;practices. The Official Receiver, charged with the winding-up' of
public companies, and who has rendered, and is rendering the most
valuable public service, has at my request furnished to me some
iigures on this head. They are startling. He gives me the figures for
.a period of seven years from 1891, and up to and including 1897, and
upon the official information at his command, and taking the advice
-of those in, a position to check the estimate, for in part it must
necessarily be an estimate, he comes to the conclusion that in that
period of seven years there has been lost to the community, a~d gone
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-into unworthy pockets, no less a sum than £28,159,482, made up of
losses of creditors dealing with companies £7,696,848, and of loss to
the wretched contributories or shareholders £20,462,634. And when
you recollect that these are the figures relating only to companies
wound up compulsorily, and that they exclude cases of reduced capital,
,the losses in relation to companies whose shares were taken by the
public at par, but whose present value only represents a very few
shillings or pence in the pound of their par value, you will see that the
loss to the public is enormous. But in addition to that is what I
,think is a weightier consideration, the effect of such trapsactions, if'
allowed to go on almost with impunity, upon the public mind and
confidence. Here are pressing, considerations, which show that these'
matters should be dealt with as of ,urgent importance at the present,
moment." We -earnestly hope that this subject will be efficiently dealt
with by our Legislature at an early date, and that a remedy will 'befound for it, because the cry of many poor and needy ones, who have,
unsuspectedly been robbed of their substance, calls for redress; and
it is exceedingly desirable to save others from being similarly robbed.
A PECULIARLY hard' case of the kind is reported from France,
,'ivhere a company was formed to provide Old Age Pensions. The
prospectus stated that. upon the payment of a small sum monthly for
fifteen years, the subscribers would be entitled to a grant of 4,000 francs,
or apension of 400francs per annum for life. So large a number of sub_scribers were found to invest their money in this company, that the
promoters are known to have received six millions of francs during the.
past nearly fourteen years. But now, to their intense disappointment"
as the fifteenth year approaches, when they expected to be remunerated
handsomely for their investment, the subscribers find that the whole'
thing is a fraud.
THE National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children"
'which has done such good work during the past ten years at home,
now proposes and urges the formation of a similar society for our"
colonies, with a central, administration and a central fund. 'l'hat
there is need for the formation, of such a society seems to be an
undoubted fact, although the need may not be as great and manifest,
as it was for the fo~mation of the .society at home~
GOOD news cOlitinue to come from the Missions in the South Sea,
Islands, carried ~n by the venerable missionary, Dr. JOHN G. PATON,
and his co-workers. In the last quarterly report he says: "Ours is, a '
glorious work. Recently in twelve months God gave us 1,100
We have now
converts from cannibalism to love and serve Jesus.
thirty missionaries, lay and clerical, about three hundred native'
teachers and preachers, 10,000 attending schools, 16,000 converts, the '.
.Scriptures translated into over, twenty languages, and printed and
·read by the natives in them. The last year has been wonderful ll_
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conversions and spiritual results-it seems a real work of the Holy
Spirit. Pray for it and us all, and may Jesus richly reward and
bless all,. our friends and helpers in this and all Missions."
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THE venerable Bishop of Liverpool, Dr. RYLE, has again spoken
out with no hesitation or bated breath upon the evils of Ritualism in
the Established Church. He said that he was "firmly persuaded that
it'was the strong conviction of many lay Churchmen that it was the
secret intention of not a few of the clergy to undo the work of the
Protestant Reformation, and to reintroduce into England the erroneous
doctrine and worship of the Church of Rome. They looked upon the
movement of the extreme Ritualist body with suspicion, and regarded
it as the highway to Popery. The laity throughout the land complained
justly about the ceremonial novelties which extreme Ritualists had
thrust into their Church worship during the last forty years. Tliey
had all been in one direction, whether of dress, or gesture, or posture,
or action, or anything else. They had shown one common determination
to unprotestantise, as far as possible, the simple worship of the Church
of England, and to assimilate it as far as possible to the gaudy and
sensuous worship of Popery. It was his belief that the strength of the
extreme Ritualists lay chiefly among the upper classes. Members of
the English aristocracy, who liked ornate services, with much music
and singing, and little preaching and prayer, half-instructed people
who had gradually seceded from Evangelical families, idle young ladies
and thoughtless young men who seldom read their Bible, and liked
lively, sensational worship, and disliked anything which seemed plain
and dull-those, and such as those, in the present day were continually
falling away from old-fashioned Protestantism. But extreme Ritualism
did not meet the wants of the hard-working, the hard-headed, the
hard-handed masses of the great middle classes, and intelligent artisans,
the brain and muscle of England. He had great faith in their Church's
tenacity of life, but at present he was firmly. convinced that the huge
divisions caused by the movement called extreme Ritualism were
seriously endangering the life of the Church of England."

D. A. D.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE Winter Sale of Work was held at the Hornsey Rise Asylum on
Friday, November 4th, followed by a tea in the Hall, and a sermon
was preached in the Asylum Chapel in the evening. The attendance
was large, and the articles' on the tables of the lady visitors found
ready purchasers. The proceeds of the sale were devoted to the
Benevolent Fund, which provides free medical attendance for all the
inmates, and nursing and special comforts for those whose age, need,.
and infirmities qualify them for such help. This fund is administered
by the lady visitors, who three times a week call upon such of the
aged ones as specially require attention.
To the tea, held at five' o'clock, all the inmates were invited as
guests, and were joined by the Committee and the company who>
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had assembled earlier in the afternoon. This occasion of Christian
intercourse was much enjoyed by the pensioners, and afforded the
visitors an opportunity for making themselves better acquainted with
some of the details of this interesting work.
The sern1-0n in the evening was preached by the Rev. W. JEYES
~'l'YLES, of Wandsworth, who for many years has been a supporter,
of the Institution. The chapel was crowded, and a most appropriate
sermon was delivered from Psalm xix. 2, "Night unto night showeth
knowledge." The revelation of night was treated of under three
aspects-material, circumstantial, and spiritual. It was especially a
word in season to tried believers, not a few of whom, in the peaceful
Hornsey Rise Home, are waiting for their Lord's summons to enter the
larid where "there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor
crying." An appeal, which was liberally responded to, was made on
behalf of the Maintenance Fund, which, owing to urgent repairs, has
been heavily drawn upon.
The intervals between the engagements were occupied in visiting
the rooms of some of the aged friends, who are always glad to·
,velcome callers, and who have many cheering narratives to tell of
the faithfulness of their God. A he~vily-affiicted pensioner in Kent
writes :-" If those who have the heart and means to subscribe to
Jour SO(Jiety could fully realize how much their generof'sity is
appreciated by the recipients, and how it helps to ease their troubled
minds respecting temporal matters, they would be amply repaid for
all they do."
Interesting branches of the Institution exist at Leicester and
Winchester, and from these centres excellent work is being done by
local friends in extending a knowledge of the Society's operations.
At Leicester a Home for Aged Pilgrims, founded by the late Mr. J. '1'.
MORTON, has for some years past sheltered some of the peIlsioners
of the district, and the friends at Winchester are hoping shortly to
acquire land on which to erect an asylum. Auxiliaries are also
working in other parts of the country, and the Committee rejoice,
that the Institution thus occupies so warm a place in the hearts' of
God's people.
They can cordially re-echo the words of the late
Rev. Dr. DOUDNEY when he last spoke for the Institution :-" I regard
your Society as one very specially favoured of the Lord. I venture
to add that .I think a characteristic scriptural motto for your
excellent Institution wonld be that with which I recently closed my
well·nigh two-and-thirty years' ministry at Bedminster, and with
which I hope to finish my earthly career, namely, 'God is faithful.'''
MERCY breaks the stoutest sinner's heart, and brings him from all
his wanderings into the bosom of a Covenant God.-Howels.
, WHATSOEVER is good for God's dear children, they shall have it;
if disgrace be good, they shall have it; if poverty be good, they
shall have it; if crosses be good, they shall have them; if misery.
Qe good, they shall have it; for all is ours to serve for our real
good.-Sibbes, 1629.
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The Em'l of Beaconsjield. By J. A. FROUDE. Third edition. London:
Sampson Low, Marston & Co.
AN interesting memoir, ably written. ,Mr. FROUDE says :-" DISRAEI;I
was a child of Parliament. It was Parliament, and the confidence of
Parliament, which gave him his place in the Stat,e. For forty years
, he was in the front of all the battles which were fought in the House
of Commons, in opposition or in office, 'in adversity or in success, in
conflict and competition with the most famous debaters of the age.
,In the teeth of prejudice, without support save in his own force of
character, without the advantage of being the representative of any
popular cause which appealed to the imagination, he fought his way
till the consent of Parliament and country raised him to the Premiership." Mr. FROUDE sketches briefly the chief events of Mr. DISRAELI'S
life, his home education, his travels abroad, his first appearance and
apparent failure in the House of Commons, his subsequent success,
his marriage, his writings, and his political career. He shows how
extensively his early life and his political and religious opinions, with
the changes which they underwent, are embodied in the works
which he published. For example, Mr. FROUDE says :-" When he
wrote Coningsby and Sybil DISRAELI regretted the Reformation.
The most ardent admirers of the Middle Ages did not regard the
overthrow of the ecclesiastical rule, and the suppression of the
religious houses, with more displeasure, or believed more devotedly
in the virtues of the abbots and the beneficent working of the
monastic system." But his opinions on these points became so
changed, that Mr. FROUDE says: "In his Lije of Lord Ge01'ge
Bentinck he had, so far changed his mind that he refuses to 'Roman
Catholic' the dignity of capital letters. Twenty additional years of
experience had taught him that the modern Roman hierarchy was
a~ unscrupulous as the Reformers had described their predecessors,
and that, of the many dangers which threatened England, there was
none ~ore in,sidious than the intrigues of ultramontane proselytisers."
In Lothair this change of opinion was brought very prominently
forward, and the intrigues of ultramontanism and the unscrupulousness
of its promoters and adherents are forcibly shown. Mr. FROUDE closes
his book with a consideration of this question: "What estimate is to
be formed of DISRAELI 1" He says : "We have a standard by which
to measure the bodily stature of a man; we have none by which to
measure his character; neither need we at any time ask how great
any man is, or whether great at all, but rather what he is. Those
whom the world agrees to call 'great' are those who have done or
produced something of permanent value to humanity." We differ
from this view. We think that the world has often made grievous
mistakes upon the subject, and that it has called many "great" who
have' never deserved the title, and who have never done or produced anything of permanent value to humanity. Mr. FROUDE
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says: "In this high sense of the word, LoJtD BEACONSFIEW cannot
be called great, either as a man of letters or as a statesman: . . .
Perhaps no public man in England ever rose so high and acquired
power so great, so little of whose work has survived him. Not one
of the great measures which he once insisted on did he carry or
attempt to carry. . • . • He was English only by adoption, and he
never completely identified himself with the country'which he ruled.
At heart he was a Hebrew to the end, and of all his triumphs,
perhaps tIle most satisfying was the sense that a member of that
despised race had made himself the master of the fleets and armies
of the proudest of Christian nations. . . . . As a statesman there was
none like him before, and will be none hereafter.
His career was
the result of a combination of a peculiar character, with peculiar
circumstances, which is not likely to recur. The aim with which he
started in life was to distinguish himself above all his contemporaries, and wild as such an ambition must have appeared, he at
least won the stake for which he played so bravely."
Being the Reminiscences of MONTAGUE WILLIA~fS,
Q.C. London: Macmillan and Co.
l'r is a pity that this book-which contains some extremely interesting
and remarkable reminiscences-should be blemished by the insertion
of some very objectionable expressions. If the clients of the author
really used them, as we may suppose they did, they need not have
been recorded. The beginning of the author's career as a Queen's
Counsellor did not promise the remarkable success to which he
eventually attained, for in the first trial in which he officially appeared
. he was extremely nervous, and when the verdict was given, against
his client, he imagined that a great· miscarriage of justice had taken
place in consequence of his stupidity, and returning home, brokenhearted, he said to his young wife, "My dear, I shall never go into
Court again. .I've mistaken my professsion. I must try something
else." He adds, "It,was very easy to talk about tr.ying something
.else, but it would have been more difficult to find something else to
try." His case may be an 'ellcouragement to many: young beginners,
bidding them not to despair if their early efforts should not be
apparently successful.

Leaves of a Life.

Home Words Annual Volume for 1898; Day oj Days Annual Volume
for 1898. London: Home Words Publishing Office.
MOST attractive volumes, full of capital illustrations and excellent
matter.
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